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Body cameras coming to Union County

Prosecutor says 550 police officers in eight towns will have body cameras by late October

By Peter Fiorilla
StaffWriter

Citing public transparency, community
relations and increased accountability in a
press conference on Tuesday, Sept. 15, the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
announced that it has partnered with eight
local municipalities to kickstart the Body
Camera Pilot Program.

One third of all uniformed police offi-
cers in the county, or 550 officers from
those eight municipalities, will be wearing
body cameras by the end of October,
according to acting Union Coimty Prosecu-

NEVER FORGET — A flag raising detail in Linden raises the American flag to half-staff to honor the lives
lost on Sept. 11, 2001. Participating cadets are Cadet Lt. Amanda Foreman, Cadet Ensign Farelby
Massenat, and Cadet Lt. Comm. Gianny Merin. The Linden High School NJROTC led the school obser-
vance of this day by having the color guard march to the flagpole and present the colors.

tor Grace Park.

“We've seen events from across the
nation that demonstrate how critical these
relationships between law enforcement
and a community are, in both good times
and bad. And this relationship is built only
through a mutual trust,” said Park. “That
trust is only developed through a sense of
transparency and accountability in law
enforcement. Today, we take yet another
step toward fulfilling that mission.”

When  the  Prosecutor’s  Office
approached local communities for the pro-
gram, added Park, they received an enthu-

siastic response from police departments,
which was more than they had initially
expected.

As a result, the program is being run in
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Garwood,
Linden, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Roselle Park, which together represent
more than half of the population in Union
County, and Park added that other munici-
palities strongly considered joining.

Police officials lauded the program at
the press conference, saying that body
cameras will bring local law enforcement
into the 21st century. Officials also said

they expect the increased transparency to
boost community relationships, which is a
police department’s “most powerful tool,”
said Park.

“We use a lot of technology in policing.
We use automatic license plate readers,
facial recognition technology, surveillance
cameras and now, we are going to usher in
the age of the body-worn camera, which
will he aboon to the law enforcement in the
community,” said Elizabeth Police Chief
Patrick Shannon. “It will ensure the proper
and professional conduct of the officers

See POLICE OFFICERS, Page 14

Linden officer In
wrong way crash
to be charged

By Patrick Bober
Regional Editor

LINDEN — The Linden off-duty police officer who was
11 aBypdy driving whOe intoxicated when he drove the
wrong way on the highway and killed two of the passengers
in his car has been indicted on manslaughter charges. The
Star-Ledger is reporting.

Officer Pedro Abad, who officials have said had a blood
alcohol level three times the legal Umit, was driving his car
in the early morning hours of March 20 when he slammed
head first into a tractor trailer after driving the wrong way
on the West Shore Expressway in Staten Island.

Both Abad and fellow officer Patric Kudlac were criti-
cally injured in the accident, and Linden Police Officer
Frank Viggiano, 28, and Joseph Rodriguez, 28, both died

in the accident.

The Star-Ledger is also reporting that no arrest warrant
has been issued as of yet, but that a grand juiy has indict-
ed Abad on the manslaughter charges. The charges come
after many detaUs about Abad and his driving record sur-
faced in the six months since the accident.

Abad has been charged with a DUI twice previously, one
in 2011 and another in 2013, although one of the charges
was dismissed- While it is not a felony in New Jersey to be
convicted of a DUI, as it is in New York, it is considered a
driving infi-action. In New Jersey you can still serve as a
jX)lice officer even with a DUI conviction on yom record.

In addition, Abad’s record since 2005 also shows that he
has been involved in eight accidents.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Office said months ago
that an investigation into Abad’s driving and employment

See LINDEN COP, Page 2
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Linden cop In wrong
way DUI crash indicted

(Continued from Page i)

record would be handled by a prosecutor’s
office outside the county “to avoid any possible
conflict of interest or even the appearance ofa
conflict of interest. The Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office has reportedly been look-
ing into Abad’s driving and employment
record.

At issue are whether or not proper steps
were taken by the Linden Police Department
following Abad’s DUI, including the suspen-
sion of his license in 2013, and how one of his
DUI charges was dismissed. Meanwhile, Kud-
lac, the passenger in the vehicle who survived
with critical injuries, in July filed a tort claim,
or notice of intent to sue the city of Linden.

According to information obtained by
LocalSource, Linden is a member of the Gar-
den State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, a
property md casualty fund. It was formed in
2002 according to New Jersey state statutes to
serve 35 New Jersey municipalities covering 12 counties.

The GSMJIF wsras formed in response to a lack of affordable commercial insmance for
mimicipalities. The primary objective of this group is to provide members with a “secure,
long-term and cost effective risk management program that will help maintain municipal
budget stability year after year.”

This group is overseen by highly experienced managers who work closely with outside
service providers and members to achieve “best-in-class results.” While there are more than
too employees headquartered in Woodbridge who draw upon the expertise of partners
throughout the country and abroad to meet the needs of its clients at the GSMJIF, each
town has a representative that handles inquiries, obtains required documents, and attends
GSMJIF meetings. Linden, as a member of the GSMJIF, is represented by Health Officer
Nancy Koblis. Police chiefs from Union County municipalities in the Joint Insurmce Fimd
pointed out that it would be nearly impossible for Linden not to know about Abad’s driving
record because each municipality in the insurance group has to provide armual proof of a
police officer’s driving record, which substantiates that they are not on the suspended list.
This information also shows a police officer’s driving record for the year.

Officer Pedro Abad

League of Women Voters to
hold many candidate forums

Area residents will have an opportunity to hear the views of local candidates running in
November at a series of forums being sponsored by the League of Women Voters and the
Cranford Jaycees.

e The Berkeley Heights-Summit-New Providence unit of the League is sponsoring a
Union County candidates night for county clerk and Board of Freeholders candidates at
7:30 p.m. on Sept. 30, in the Cranford Municipal Building.

» There will be a forum for Linden Board of Education candidates at 7 p.m. on Oct. 7, in
Linden High School.

* There will be a forum for Union Township Board of Education candidates at 7 p.m. on
Oct. 15, in Union High School.

» There will be a forum for Union Township Committee candidates on Oct. 20, in the
Union Township Municipal Building, with the starting time yet to be determined.

» There will be a Cranford Township Committee at 8 p.m. on Oct. 22, in the Cranford
Municipal Building.

» The Union school board and township committee programs will be televised on Chan-
nel 34, as will the county candidates night, which also will be streamed.

These events are being planned in keeping with one of the primary goals of the League
of Women Voters: giving citizens an opportunity to cast an informed vote on election day.

Membership in the League is available to all citizens age 18 and older — men as well as
women. Local League units are open not only to residents of their own towns but also to
anyone else who wants to join. The Union Area League covers an area that includes Linden,
Cranford, Springfield, W/ tfield and Elizabeth as well as Union Township. Other members
come from as far away as New Brunswick. Further information is available by calling 908-

925-9784.
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From left: Rene Dierkes, Rich Fortunate and Joe Bonilla are the Republicans challenging three incumbent Democrats

for freeholder seats in the Nov. 3 General Election.

Six candidates to square off
over three freehoider seats

Three Dem freeholders
seek reelection on Nov. 3

By Patrick Bober
Regional Editor

Three Union County Democratic incumbent freeholders are up
for reelection in November and will face off at the polls against a
full slate of Republican challengers. Freeholder Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh, Vice Chairman Bruce Bergen, and Alexander
Mirabella all hope to reclaim their seats for another three years.

The trio will square off against Republicans Rene Dierkes,
Richard Fortunate, and Joseph Bonilla in the General Election on
Nov. 3.

Jalloh, a resident of Union, is currently finishing his second
three-year term as a Union County freeholder, and has served as
the board’s chosen chairman for 2015. It is his first time serving as
chairman of the board.

According to his bio, he was bom in Union County and grew up
in Roselle. In addition, he has a bachelor of science degree in rhet-
oric and communications with a minor in African-American studies
from Syracuse University. He has also earned a juris doctorate
degree from Rutgers University Law School in Newark.

As chairman for the past year, Jalloh has taken aim at “Investing
in Union County,” his initiative since he took the position in Janu-
ary. His programs to invest in the county included “new arts, eco-
nomic development, public safety, recreational, educational, and
quality of life programs.”

Vice Chairman Bergen was first elected to a freeholder seat in
2012, and is just finishing his first term in office. This is his first
time serving as vice chairman and he as never served as chairman,
a position chosen by the freeholder board.

See DEMOCRATS, Page 6

Republican challengers
look to end one-party rule

By Patrick Bober
Regional Editor

Three Republican challengers are hoping for a clean sweep of
three incumbent Democrats on the freeholder board in the Novem-
ber election. Republicans Rene Dierkes, Richard Fortunato, and
Joseph Bonilla are hoping to add some bipartisan influence to the
all Democrat freeholder board.

The trio is hoping to defeat incumbents Mohamed Jalloh, Bmce
Bergen and Alexander Mirabella at the polls on Nov. 3.

“Fve gotten involved because I've sensed a great frastration
among everyone I've talked to,” said Fortunato in a recent inter-
view, “because the freeholder board under one party mle for the
past 20 years has become unresponsive to the taxpayers.”

This is the first time Fortunato is running for political office. He
has lived in Scotch Plains since 1991, and has spent 26 years at a
major midtown Manhattan law firm, 19 of them as partner. He
focuses on corporate law as well as corporate and commercial
finance. For the past three years he has serves as the chairman of
a small software company, and is currently on the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board.

While this may be the first time he has run for office, his motives
date back much frrther than recent events.

“Union County has some of the highest property taxes in the
country,” said Fortunato. Every business and resident in the coun-
ty is being taxed at a high level. It drives money away. The tax situ-
ation affects broad aspects of living and working in Union County.”

The average property owner in Union County, according to
NJ.com, paid more than $10,000 in 2014. Only Essex and Bergen

See REPUBLICAN, Page 6
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The cast of The Wild Party’ which is currently running at The Hamilton Stage
at UCPAC.

It’s a 'Wild Party’ at UCPAC

By Peter Fiorilla
StaffWriter

RAHWAY — With a successful opening weekend in the books for Andrew Lippa’s “The
Wild Party.” a Community Theater production being shown in Rahway’s newly built Hamil-
ton Stage, Fearless Hearts and Fearless Productions hope momentum will continue to build
in the coming weeks for this local version of a cult classic.

“The Wild Party,” based on a 1928 poem, had a short run on Broadway in 2000, and fea-
tures an acclaimed score that this production’s vocalists do justice, said show Director
Brian Nemo.

It's fallen out of the national spotlight over the years, added Nemo, but the no-holds-
barred story still resonates with audiences.

“It actually didn’t do very well on Broadway, for whatever reason. | won't begin to judge.
But from a community theater and a regional standpoint, it's developed quite a cult follow-
ing, mostly because | think the opportunity to be risque and ~ gy and dark and evil, you get
cult followings for things like ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show,” said Nemo. “I think people
stayed away from it because of its risque nature, and it's one of those forgotten gems.”

There are dark twists and turns to the plot, which takes place before the stock market

Continued on next page


http://www.amiciristorante.com

‘Thefourprincipals are
among the very bestin
their crafty and the
ensemble is as deep as
a bottomless well/

- Brian Nemo

(Continued from previous page)
crash in 1920s Manhattan. Vaudeville
dancer Queenie and her violent partner,
vaudeville clown Burrs, host a colorful cast
of characters in a deadly, all-night party.
Throughout the story, the characters are
shown to be involved in damaged and abu-
sive relationships, said Nemo.

But “The Wild Party,” and in particular
this version of the production, create
“beautiful symbolism” that's fortified by
the cast and vocalists, who are “as dedicat-
ed and talented as you could ever ask for,”
said Nemo.

There’s “messy behavior” occurring
onstage, added Nemo, but also a positive
emotional core that's made “The Wild
Party” a sleeper hit over the years.

“That’s what I think our production caUs
to light. I think if you look at it on its sur-
face, it’s a dark production. What it really
is, if you look at the s)nnbolism, if you look
at the compartmentalization of the story-
line, you can find a duality in its presenta-
tion,” said Nemo. “It's not just a dark story,
each character represents a spiritual prin-
ciple within the lead character’s mind,
that ultimately things like hope and fear

of the unknown are addressed.”

The lead, Queenie, and the other char-
acters attending the party are brought to
life by an incredibly hard working cast and
the Greek chorus, added Nemo. And the
actors and singers are among the reasons
for why this version of “The Wild Party” is
enjo)dng early success.

“Number one, it's exceedingly strong
vocals. The four principals are among the
veiy best in their craft, and the ensemble is
as deep as a bottomless well. We have
leading men and women pla)dng vocal
ensemble parts, so it is a very deep cast,”
said Nemo. “Number two, we have a lot of

loisitania
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people who are very familiar with the
show, probably about half of them are part
of that cult following. And number three,
we have people that don’t know the show
but know of the show, and work from that
angle.”

“The Wild Party” was critically
acclaimed when it first ran in its brief
Broadway stint, and was nominated for
eight Tony Awards in 2000, including
“Best Musical” and “Best Original Score.”
In its first weekend at the Hamilton Stage,
said Nemo, the shows have been intimate
but well received, and the show is looking
to fill the new theater in the coming two

weeks.

“We are proud to be bringing a lot of
enthusiasm to the arts district of Rahway,
which is a great hub for the artistic com-
munity, and | think to come to Rahway
alone for a great night out,” said Nemo.
“Brand new theater, amazing orchestra
and choreography, powerful experience. |
think anyone looking for a real good repre-
sentation of what's going on in Rahway,
this is the party to come to.”

The show will run at the UCPAC Hamil-
ton Stage on Friday, Sept.18, through Sun-
day, Sept. 20, as well as on Saturday, Sept.
26, and Sunday, Sept. 27.
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Democrats fight to keep
complete control of board

(Continued from Page 3)

Bergen, according to his bio, is a resident of Springfield and
a partner in the Cranford law firm of Krevsky, Silber & Bergen.
He has been practicing law for the previous 34 years and is a
lifelong resident of Union County, He previously served as the
Springfield township attorney for 17 years.

The attomQ” continues to serve as a Trustee of the Board of
Directors of the New Jersey Institute of Local Government
Attorneys, the statewide municipal attorney organization affili-
ated with the New Jersey League of Municipalities, and as an
associate editor of the Local Government Law Review, pub-
lished quarterly by that organization.

Bergen was bom and raised in Cranford, his biography
states, and has been a member of the Rotary Club since 1982
and has twice served as president of the service organization.

Mirabella is a resident of Fanwood and his biography says he
brings experience in business and pubhc services to the free-
holder board. He was first elected in 1997 and is currently fin-
ishing his sixth three-year term. He has served as chairman of
the board four times.

As chairman, the county points out on their website, he
“helped implement the Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trast Fund, sparking some of the largest increas-
es in Union County parkland in generations.” In addition, the
count”s website says he developed the sensory fiiendly theater
program aimed at children with autism and other sensory sen-
sitivities and oversaw the expansion of the veterans affairs
office.

One highlight of his most recent chairmanship is the Union
County Means Business initiative, “which includes business
networking events, an online information hub and newsletter,
a new workforce partnership with Union County College, and a
special small business program,” according to the county’s
website.

In 1991, Mirabella began his political career when he got
elected to the Roselle Park Borough Council, where he served
until 1996. He graduated from Hobart College in Geneva, NY,
with a bachelor’s degree in economics. His wife, Phyllis, is a for-
mer councilwoman in Roselle Park.

Repeated calls to the Union County Democratic Committee
were not returned by press time.

Freeholder debate set for Sept 30

The league of Women Voters will be sponsoring afomm
for Union County Candidates for the Board of Chosen
freeholders. The questions to the candidates will come
from journalists, one from the LocalSource and one from
Tapinto.

The program begins at 7:30 p.m. The fist part will be an
introduction and then the candidates for county clerk will
have up to three minutes each to talk about lliemselves.
Then the candidates for freeholder will have two minutes
each to make an opening statement. Then the two journal-
ists will alternate asking questions.

The Forum is at Cranford Town hall, 8 Springfield Ave.,
Cranford. It will be taped and streamed live.

Union County LocalSource is published and mailed to the homes of
subscribers every Thursday by Worrall Community Newspapers, an
independent, family owned newspaper company. To report a break-
ing news story, call 908-686-7700 and ask for our editorial depart-
ment. We accept news releases and opinion pieces by email. Our
email address is editorial@thelocalsource.com. Email must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday to be considered for publication the fol-
lowing Thursday.

Mohamed Jalloh

Alexander Mirabella

1291 Stuyvesant Avenue
Union, NJ 07083

Phone: 908-686-7700 Fax; 908-686-4169

www.UnionNewsDaily.com

Republican candidates say
taxes, spending are too high

(Continued from Page 3)
counties ranked higher in the state.

“We've seen an 11 percent increase in spending since 2009, and we
have also seen a massive increase in debt,” Fortunate said. “This year’s
budget has over $60 million in debt service. The freeholders are taking
advantage of one of the exclusions in the two percent cap law, which
excludes debt service. Borrowed money is not free money.”

Dierkes agrees wholeheartedly, but spoke on a more local level during
a recent interview.

“Rich and I were out campaigning in Rahway, door-to-door, and I think
the voters said it best,” said Dirkes. “I can't tell you how many doors |
knocked on where the voters were telling me how much they are paying in
taxes and how it keeps going up.”

Dierkes talked about two people in particular that he says he met while
campaigning. One of them, a woman who has lived in Rahway for more
than 40 years, Dierkes said, is paying more than $11,000 in taxes and had
to sell her “regular size home” as a result.

“T’'m moving out, and it's because of the taxes,” she said,” Diekes told
LocalSource.

Another resident, a woman with a small home, Dierkes said, was pay-
ing $3,000 in property taxes when she moved in and Diekes told Local-
Source she send she is working real hard to pay off her mortgage “and my
taxes have gone from $3,000 to $9,000. “In another year or two, her red
estate taxes are going to be higher than her mortgage bill,” Dierkes said.

“And that’s why we are running,” Dierkes said. “There has been one
party for 20 years, and there hasn’t been any measure to try and control
spending. And that’s one of the essential reasons we are running. | moved
into my house in Mountainside in 1999 and my taxes have tripled. When
| see people in Rahway and their taxes have tripled. I'm saying to myself
that my salary has not tripled in the last 20 years. | really feel bad for those
people in Rahway.

Dierkes has been a financial advisor for Morgan Stanley for the past 25
years, and has been in the industry for almost 28 years. He has lived in
Elizabeth, Westfield, Scotch Plains and now Mountainside. He has worked
in Union, Mountainside, Clark, Rahway and currently in Westfield. He is
a graduate of Westfield High School and has served on the Mountainside
Town Council for about 2 years and has served on the Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority.

“I've been in Union County for quite a bit of time,” he said. “I've always
felt that Union County was a cmmty where the regular American lived.
And our taxes, you'd think people lived in Beverly Hills.”

Bonilla could not be reached for comment by press time, but a state-
ment was received by the Republican campaign manager.

"l believe it is the responsibility of our elected officials to work closely
with the community, to be representative of their constituency and to
work to create a climate that encourages job growth and one that is afford-
able for all of our residents,” Bonilla said via the statement. “Two decades
of faded leadership and management, of out of control spending and tax-
ation is not a recipe for job growth or for lowering the cost of living here
in Union County. This Nov. 3, we have the power to send that message
loud and clear.”

Bonilla is a long time resident of Union, according to a biography avail-
able on the campaign's website at www.dierkesfortunatobonilla2015.com.
He is employed by the North Plainfield Police Department and assists in
the training of auxiliary recruits at the John H. Stamler Academy, accord-
ing to the bio.

“Joseph is running for Union County freeholder because he believes by
working closely with the community it will bring back the trust in govern-
ment officials,” his bio states on the website.

The biography also says that Bonilla is an active member of Calvary AG
in Springfield and has worked extensively with the church's youth groups.

-
Union County LocalSource (USPS 648-480) is published weekly
by Worrall Community Newspapers, Inc., 1291 StuyvesantAvenue,

Union, N.J. 07083. Mail subscriptions $24.00 per year $42 for two
years in Union County, 50 cents per copy non-refundable. College
and out-of-state subscriptions are available. Subscribe by calling
908-686-7700. Periodicals postage paid at Union, NJ and addition-
al offices. POSTMASTER; Send address changes to Union Coun-
ty LocalSource P.O. Box 3639, Union, N.J. 07083-3639.
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Barbecue fun

A Grandparents Evening BBQ was
celebrated on Wednesday, Sept. 10,
at Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center at 1213 Westfield Ave. in
Clark. Employees Of CNRC spent the
evening serving the residents and
family members of Clark Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center. Hots dogs
and hamburgers were prepared by
the dietary manager, Chris Nyugen.
There was music, a face painter and
caricatures along with cotton candy
and popcorn.

Casey Ruble: Everything That Rises PARALEGAL STUDIES PROGRAM

at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
_ PUTYOUtMRI
Artist Casey Ruble explores two

types of sites in New Jersey: former I N M OTIO N

Underground Railroad safe houses

and places where race riots have > VOTED #1 in Paralegal Hucation
broken out. — Gold Standard

OpenHig Reception > American Bar Association
September 20, 2 pm - 4 pm > Ftedbie Class Schedule

Free for all ages

Also on view this Fail FAU CLASSES ARE FO
Adhere

Shape of Play:

Sculpture by Don Porcaro OPEN HOUSE-6:001PM
Learn more at www.artcentBn"or9 Wahesdaly, Septemim”

METROPOUmMN CAMPUSMIEANECK!

O®O Appfy“oa-Bae’ andyourapplica*fee kmived!

Artwork: Casey Ruble. U n ti® (Swedestxyo). 2015,
Courtesy of ttte artist and Foley Galery, NY

877-FDU-5222
paralegai@fdu.edu
paraiegal.fdu.edu
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Like Us & Follow Us.

facebook.com/UCLocalSource
twitter.com/UCLocalSource

y UnionCountYo

LocalSource

Want to receive the latest happenings in your
town from a reliable, credible news source?

Worrall Newspapers has pages on Facebook and Twitter and we provide
our followers with the latest in local information. We also want our readers

to be actively involved. Send us any news tips to tweet at:

Admin@thelocalsource.com

p Union Township
M Chamber of Commerce

Cecil Cates, President

James Masterson, Executive Director

Grab Your Running Shoes

and Join Us!
The Mayor's Pay

5K Run
Sunday,
September 20, 2015
(RAIN OR SHINE)
Union High School,
Cooke Drive, Union, NJ
9:00 a.m.
ALSO-—
Kids Run- for Grades K-5
10:00 a.m.

(Registration for Kids Event is on
that day only)

To Register for the 5K:

Www.runstgnup.com/mayorsday
For info on sponsorships: call the
Chamber at 908-688-2777 or email
the Chamber at
executivedirectongtunionchamber.com

Off to a good start

Kent Place Head of School Sue
Bosland, Tara Ghose of East
Hanover, Stacey Espiritu of Liv-
ingston and Michaila Kaufman of
Berkeiey Heights. On Tuesday, Sept.
2, Kent Place School kicked off its
122nd academic year. Cars and
buses lined up to drop off more than
600 students hailing from 80 differ-
ent communities across New Jersey.
The morning began with the tradi-
tional opening convocation, a cere-
mony where the entire school gath-
ers together to ring in the new aca-
demic year, reflect on the school’s
mission and honor the spirit of com-
munity. Each person received a sin-
gle daisy, the school flower, as they
joined together in the Field House.

Pick Your
Own
Apples &

OPEN WEEKENDS ONLY
COLUMBUS DAY
9am - 5pm

15 Great Apple Varieties:
Now Picking Ginger Gold, Gala,
Macintosh, Fuji and Cortland
Fall Raspberries ¢ Plump & Juicy

Sheet Com

Me H ave Our Own Honey

Wide Variety of Preserves
& Spreads,

Including fruit-only (no sugar added) spreads

Longmeadow Farm
561 Blairstown Rd. (Rt. 521)

1 mile North of Rt. 80 at exit 12 in Hope. NJ

908-459-5351
www.upickapples.net

N Like us on facebook


mailto:Admin@thelocalsource.com
http://Www.runstgnup.com/mayorsday
http://www.upickapples.net

SUMMIT NEWS

Classic car show returns to downtown on Sept. 20

Summit Downtown, Inc. invites everyone to “take a drive down memory lane” as the
19th annual Summit Classic Car Show returns to downtown Summit from lo a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Sunday, Sept. 20. In the event of inclement weather, call the SDI office at 908-277-6100.
The rain date will be Sunday, Sept. 27.

Over 200 cars in 20 different classes, ranging from hot rods to vehicles from before
1949, will line the streets of downtown Summit. Stroll through downtown and enjoy music
provided by DJ Stick Shift Eddie. Judges will award the best car in each class at the awards
ceremony. Visitors of all ages are encouraged to join the fun and vote for their favorite car
to win the People’s Choice Award. Judging will begin at 10 a.m., and the winners will be
announced after all the votes are tallied.

For the first time, FallFest will be partnering with the Summit Classic Car Show to bring
an even larger variety of British cars and motorcycles to the dovratown including Austin-
Healeys, Triumphs, and MGAs. Registration will take place from 7 to 10 a.m. at a new loca-
tion this year: the comer of Bank Street and Beechwood Road. Please enter Bank Street
from Summit Avenue. Those who have not preregistered will need to pay the $25 registra-
tion fee for each car entered in the show. The registration form can be found on SDTs web-
site or picked up at SDTs office, located at 18 Bank St., Summit. For more information, visit
summitdowntown.org or call 908-277- 6100.

New co-chair named to diversity forum in Summit

The City of Summit recently announced the appointment of Dr. Patricia Fontan by Sum-
mit Mayor Ellen Dickson as the new co-chair of the Mayor’'s Fomm on Diversity. Fontan is
the current Hispanic community liaison and scientific research community liaison for Sum-
mit Public Schools. She has a Ph.D. in biology from the National University of Buenos Aires
in Argentina and serves as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University.

Fontan will replace Susan Hairston, who has held this position since May 2012. The
Mayor’s Forum on Diversify has existed in Summit since 1993 and was formerly known as
Valuing Diversity. The group has three aims: to bring together people from all sectors of the
community to stimulate, encourage and support others while implementing that vision in
their own institutions and areas of influence; to promote opportunities for constructive dia-
logue in order to increase the understanding and sensitivity of citizens, and to provide a
model for those times when controversy arises; and to cultivate deeper understanding of
areas of concern, and support efforts by participants to respond to diversity issues in con-
structive ways. The next meeting of the Mayor’s Forum on Diversity will take place on
Thursday, Sept. 17, at 8 a.m. in the Whitman Community Room at City Hall on 512 Spring-
field Avenue. All interested members of the community are invited to participate.

Learn about parenting from advice expert, Sept. 28

On Monday, Sept. 28, at 10 a.m., the Summit Free Public library presents "Why Don't
My Kids Listen to me?," a free 90-minute workshop for parents of children aged 4-12.

Are you tired of saying the same things over and over? Do you find yourself giving in to
your kids' demands and/or yelling at them? How many times do you have to tell them?
Come to this workshop and learn how to gain your children’s cooperation without nagging,
bribing or yelhng.

Get expert advice from Lisa DiSciuUo, Certified Parent Educator from the Parent
Encouragement Program, in this workshop you will learn why your children are "parent
deaf,"” why the way you were parented doesn't work anymore, and what specifically to do to
increase cooperation.

The Summit Free Public Library is located at 75 Maple Street, Summit. Visit the library's
website at vww.summitlibrary.org.

Goats to ‘cut the grass’ at Reeves-Reed Arboretum

Mark your calendars because the goats return to Reeves-Reed on Thursday, October 15!

With your help, we are bringing Larry Cihanek’s ‘green goats’ back to clear the historic
Daffodil Bowl. The ‘kids’ you met on Daffodil Day last April have grown and are ready for
a repeat performance as nature’s lawnmowers. Why goats? “Goats eat all day,” says RRA’s
Executive Director Frank Juliano. “And what a wonderful way to engage and educate our
community about an eco-fnendly process that ordinarily takes months of hard, hand labor
to achieve.”

In addition to treating the goats to a non-stop buffet, the Arboretum’s education and
horticulture staff will use this opportunity to encourage other eco-land management prac-
tices. And, as an added incentive, visitors will be offered the chance to sponsor a goat and
help support the Arboretum’s “green goats initiative.” Just go to our website and click on
the “green goats” link, and for $25 per goat, you can send a “kid” to the Arboretum, and
receive your very own official certificate of‘good goatsmanship.’

Of course, your sponsorship is fully tax-deductible.

Once again, the goats will arrive on Thursday, Oct. 15, and will be on hand for about two
weeks. They will certainly be the featured “guests” during the Arboretum’s annual celebrate
fall festival on Oct. 25. For more information, visit www.reeves-reedarboretum.org or call
the office at 908-273-8787.
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LEARN NEW TRICKS

BRIDGE LESSONS

Six free beginner bridge

lessons start on Sept. 28th in the
morning at 9:10 and the evening at
6:30 at Essex Bridge Centerin
Livingston NJ. 973-535-9262
www.essexbridgecenter.com

NEWS
DAILY

BAR

w0k | | ICNA
é&k » » »

thing:

American Contract
Bridge League

Don’t gamble with your future.
Come to Kearny Bank for agood return
on your money with FDIC guaranteed safety.

15
MONTH
CD

Minimum opening balance: $500

HIGH
YIELD
CHECKING

On balances up to $25,000 when you meet account terms,®

J)*¥>"keamybank

Feofnbday” AT Fotnto mrovyd4y .

1-800-273-3406 * 42 Regional Offices
kearnybank.com
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OPINION

Drive carefully and save a life

With the weather stiD warm, it's hard to
believe summer has come to an end, especial-
ly if you're a child who has just returned to
school. The excitement of getting reacquainted with classmates and
sharing stories of summer adventures is compoimded by meeting
new teachers and unfamiliar lessons, as well as — groan — the
seemingly unending amounts of homework. Amid all these
changes, it's easy for a child to overlook one of the most important
parts of their daily routine — getting to and from school.

With the world’s population already greater than 7 billion, it
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to realize towns and cities are getting
much more crowded. Jobs are often farther away and more people
have to work to make ends meet, leading to very crowded roads.
Places that were once rural, seem to have become suburban, subur-
ban neighborhoods are moving closer to urban, and as for urban,
the word “megalopoUs” comes to mind. With all these cars and so
many distracted drivers in a rush to get to work or wherever, stu-
dents walking to school or even nearby a school-bus stop are faced
with greater adversity than ever. AAA offers several suggestions for
drivers that can make those commutes to and from school much
safer for students.

Slow down. Speed limits in neighborhoods and school zones are
reduced for a reason. A pedestrian struck by a vehicle traveling at
25 mph is nearly two-thirds less likely to be killed, compared to a
pedestrian struck by a vehicle traveling just 10 mph faster.

Eliminate distractions. Children often cross the road unexpect-
edly and may emerge suddenly from between parked cars.
Research shows that taking your eyes off the road for just two sec-
onds doubles your chances of crashing.

Reverse responsibly. Even with rear-view cameras and sensors,
every vehicle has blind spots. Check for children on the sidewalk,
driveway and around your vehicle before slowly backing up. Teach
children to never play in, imder or around vehicles — even those
that are parked.

Stop means stop. Research shows that more than one-third of

EDITORIAL

drivers roD through stop signs in school zones
or neighborhoods. Always come to a complete
stop, checking carefully for children on side-
walks and in crosswalks before proceeding.

Respect school buses. When driving behind a school bus, be pre-
pared to stop when the yellow lights are flashing. When the red
lights flash and the STOP arm is extended, drivers on either side of
the bus may not pass while children are entering and exiting the
bus. Passing a stopjjed bus will result in a hefty fine and five points
on yoim driving record.

Watch for bicycles. Children on bikes are often inexperienced,
unsteady and xmpredictable. Slow down and allow 3 feet or more of
passing distance between your vehicle and the bicyclist. If your
child rides a bike to school, they must wear a properly fitted bike
helmet on every ride.

Talk to your teen. Car crashes are the leading cause of death for
teens in the United States and more than one in four fatal crashes
involving teen drivers occurs during the after-school hours of 3to 7
pjn.

Leave early. Leave early for your destination and build in extra
time for congestion — this will help you avoid the temptation to
speed or disobey traffic laws in an attempt to “catch up” after being
delayed. Consider modifying your route to avoid school zones
and traffic.

Use extra caution in bad weather. Reduced visibility due to rain,
fog or sun glare can make it difficult for you to see children and vice
versa. It can also make it difficult to perform quick stops, if needed.

These common-sense tips might seem obvious, but it’s amazing
how easily we can forget such things when we’re in a hurry, on the
phone, or balancing a drink or breakfast on our laps while trying to
simultaneously drive effectively. Focus on driving when you're
driving and leave everything else for before you leave or after you
get to where you'’re going. Don’t let a busy schedule cause you to
have an accident, perhaps one that involves a smaU child. No
amount of time saved from your commute is worth that price.

Whenfate takes a hand

Last May a group gathered at Linden’s
Memorial Park and voiced opposition to
the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline. County

ICTtFf

response.” You can see the argument now,
as to whether rail or pipeline is safer for the
county to transport the flammable Baken

Spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said the proj-
ect “Consists of two parallel pipelines. One
would convey refined products up to
Albany for markets in northeastern states.
The proposal runs through densely popu-
lated neighborhoods that include schools,
houses of worship, senior residents, med-
ical buildings, first responder squad and
other sensitive facilities.”

While coimty and state leaders have
joined in opposition to the pipeline, the
alternative route of shipment via rail has
also been the subject of review. As Rick
Blane said in Casablanca, “It looks like fate
has taken a hand.”

The power players include, the obscure
Federal Railroad Administration. Last
week they reversed past policy and said
that information on train movement to
plan for a potential evacuation must be
provided in a timely manner to communi-
ties.

The munbers can be scary. It has been
estimated that the Roselle-Linden area
could be looking at 100-car caravans. Cur-
rently the Gov. Chris Christie administra-
tion in sticking to an agreement with CSX,

BY FRANK CAPECE

the rail giant, and has blocked most infor-
mation as a trade secret.

The alternative to rail, the pipeline has
been argued as more economical and
impervious to derailments or big weather
problems. Then last week the Wall Street
Journal reported that the 50 percent drop
in the price of crude oil was stalling new
pipelines. Michael Mears, a pipeline execu-
tive, said, “It’'s hard for us to paint a sce-
nario where at least for the foreseeable
future any additional long haul pipelines
are needed.”

Dave Pringle, one of the state’s top envi-
ronmentalist rejects the idea of the choice
being rail or pipeline. “Pilgrim does not
suggest a choice, rather they see their
pipeline as increasing capacity.” As to the
future of the Pilgrim Pipehne Pringle says,
“They still say it's full steam ahead.”

It's a serious triangle. Sarah Feinberg,
the acting administrator of the Federal
Railroad Administration, said, “When a
local leader or elected official asks about
safety status of a railroad bridge they
deserve a timely and transparent

crude.

Chris Hudak, the County Freeholder
from Linden, said, “Let’s remember that
this is a community where thousands of
residents have removed their underground
oil tanks over the past few decades because
of ground contamination. It’s also ironic
the proposed pipehne will go past one of
the largest solar fields in the state.”

The tug of war continues. Reuters
recently estimated oil by rail shipments
have decreased by 10 percent in just the
last year.

So while residents pulled into the
Roselle Exxon station to get gas priced at
$2,039 a gallon, the high stakes money
interests are watching and gambling on
whether to push rail or pipelines in the
county. Maybe for the groups controlUng
the fate ofthe Baken oil shipment, the safe-
ty and environmental concerns are just an
afterthought. Hudak questioned, “Can we
trust midwest oil companies to do the right
thing, when it comes to accidents or con-
tamination? | doubt it.” Or do we have to
wait and see just what is planned by those
who control its fate.
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OPINION

The coming retirement crisis:

When talking about who pays for our
government, the argument is often made
that a disproportionate share of the cost
falls upon the wealthy. The top 1 percent of
income earners pay about 40 percent of all
the personal income taxes collected while
the top 25 percent pay almost 90 percent.
The bottom 50 percent account for only 3
percent of the income taxes that the IRS
collects.

The coimter argument is that when you
factor in emplojunent taxes, which are pri-
marily for Social Security and Medicare,
the percentage of taxes paid as a part of
total household income is actually higher
for low income earners. Therefore, lower
income earners p>gy more than their fair
share.

This argument, however, lies on a
flawed premise. Employment taxes are not
really taxes; they actually are forced sav-
ings. Because we are forced to pay them,
they are available to us when we retire. One
way to think of it is that the dollars are put
into a savings account, actually called the
Social Security Trust Fund and the

POINT OF VIEW

BY JIM COYLE

Medicare Hospital Insurance Trust Fund,
and we get them back when we retire.

Although Social Security pa5rments may
not be lavish, given our prop>ensityto sp>end
every doUar we lay our hands on, few p>o-
ple have adequately saved for their retire-
ment. In fact, according to the Employee
Benefit Research Institute, the medium
account balance of someone in their late
50s is barely more than $40,000 in per-
sonal retirement savings.

Another study by the National Institute
on Retirement Security (NRIS) estimates
that 38 million working-age households, 45
percent of the total, have no retirement
assets. When all households are included,
the medium retirement account balance is
a meager $3,000, NRIS estimates that the
collective retirement savings gap among
working families may be as high as $14 tril-
lion.

For many people, the only retirement

New pump project latest
threat to Barnegat Bay

Nearly three years after Sup>erstorm
Sandy ravaged the New Jersey Shore, the
state is in the final phase of a mjissive proj-
ect to rebuild Route 35, the main artery on
the barrier island in northern Ocean Coun-

As part of the project — which was actu-
ally in the planning stages prior to Sandy —
the New Jersey Dep)artment of Transporta-
tion constructed an elaborate drainage sys-
tem to keep Route 35 high and dry during
heavy rains. Nine new pumps were
installed to move stormwater off the high-
way and into Barnegat Bay.

But the pump system has seemingly
gone awry, adding further threats to the
already-precarious health of Barnegat Bay.
Even during an extremely dry summer, the
new jmmpis were running almost constant-
ly, gushing water into the bay through large
outflow pip>es.

“For nearly a month the weather was
bone dry, yet these pumps were running
like Niagara Falls every day,” said Britta
Wenzel, executive Sector of Save
Barnegat Bay, a grassroots watchdog group
that works to protect the bay’s water quali-
ty and marine life.

The issue came to the fbrefiront in early
August, when a large plume of silt coming
out of one pump s)'stem spread like a stain
in the bay off Seaside Park. A state investi-
gation concluded that the plume was a tem-
porary problem resulting ftom sUt that
built up in the pip>es during construction
and the disturbance of existing muck on
the bay floor.

THE STATE WE'RE IN

BY MICHELE S. BYERS

But local citizens and Save Barnegat Bay
suspject a larger problem: a design flaw in
the system that allows groundwater to infil-
trate the pipos.

“Everybody on the island is concerned
that this project is just a disaster,” said
Wenzel. “The local people love the environ-
ment — they love the birds, the crabbing
and the fishing.” But already, she noted,
they've noticed fewer waterfowl near the
outflow pip>es and impacts on crabbing and
fishing.

In order to sp>eed up rebuilding efforts,
environmental impact assessments on the
Route 35 project were waived in the after-
math of Sandy. Had the assessments been
required, this problem might have been
avoided.

Save Barnegat Bay is now pressing the
Dep>artment of Transportation to hold a
public hearing so the public can voice con-
cerns and those overseeing the highway
project can provide answers. This needs to
be done, Wenzel believes, before the proj-
ect is completed and the contractors p>aid

“It’s like buying a new house,” says
Wenzel. “You need to make a hit list of
things that need to be fixed.”

Barnegat Bay is a New Jersey treasure, a
place where generations of residents have
fished, crabbed, swam, sailed, hunted and
enjoyed the beauty of nature.

SeeTHE STATE, Page 13
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thank Godfor Social Security

savings option is an individual retirement
account, an IRA. However, contributions
are limited to $5,500 unless you're over age
50, when they go up to all of $6,500. Con-
tributing to an IRA is definitely worthwhUe
but it alone won't set up very many p>eople
with the amount they are going to need to
retire.

A better option is an employer-sp)on-
sored plan, usually called a 40i(k) plan
after the section of the tax code that sets it
out. In these plans you can contribute a lot
more, up to $18,000 pier year, or $24,000
if you're over age 50. Your employer can
also contribute up to $35,000 pier year.

Unfortunately, only about half the
employers sponsor a retirement plan,
down from 60 piercent in 1999. And only
about half the employees who have access
to a retirement program bother to piartici-
pate. There are many reasons that busi-
nesses don’t sponsor retirement plans.
They can be expiensive. They are a lot of
work. And the business owner often has to
assume a lot of fiduciary obUgations.

Employees often don’t participate

because they think they have more pressing
obligations. They want to buy a new car or
remodel the house or have money for a
down payment. Sometimes they don’t par-
ticipate because they don’t understand how
the whole thing works. Often there are so
many choices that even an expierienced
professional is left confused.

If you want to learn more about the
problem, and what the Gateway R”~onal
Chamber of Commerce is doing to help its
members, join us a for a sympiosium on the
retirement crisis on Nov. 10 at Kean Uni-
versity.

For more information go to our website,
www.gatewaychamber.com and click on
the events tab. In the meantime, thank God
for Social Security. It's all most pieople
have.

is president of the
Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce. This column first
appeared in the October 2015 issue
of Inside Business, the chamber's
newspaper.

Jim Coyle

Out with the old and
IN with the new

Everyone in the world seems to be read-
ing Marie Kondo's book, “The Life-Chang-
ing Magic of Tidying Up: The Japanese Art
of Decluttering and Organizing.” Its de-
cluttering message has almost certainly
gladdened the hearts and fattened the
inventories of recyclers, thrift-shop owners
and secondhand book dealers fi'om Mem-
phis to Mumbai. | read it over the summer
and it made me think seriously about my
habit of hanging on to things that no longer
matter. Though "tidying up™ is at the heart
of Kondo's Ixmk, the larger message is
about happiness. By giving or throwing
away anything that doesn't bring you joy,
you free up not only your living space but
your psyche. This is very appealing, as I am
afflicted with an overflowing house and a
cluttered psyche.

Now, as | start the annual fall bulb
order, | think about the choices that will
bringjoy to my garden. I have come face to
face with the idea that my landscape could
use a little of the author's "KonMari" tidy-
ing up method. When fall clean-up gets
under way, | will be more mindfid of which
plants "spark joy” and make an effort to
grub out those that don't That includes
marginal plants that | have kept on tend-
ing, despite the fact that they are either
poorly sited orjust not disposed to thrive in
my particular location.

Cleanup hasn't really started yet, but it
is time to get the bulb orders in while there
is still a decent selection. Using joy as a
rationale for my choices, | turn first to
plants that have worked exceptionally well

THE GARDENER'S
APPRENTICE

BY EUSABETH GINSBURG

in the past. The little iris, Katherine
Hodgkin, at 4 inches tall, with aquamarine
petals, accented with yellow blotches and
dark stripes and speckles, is at the tc” of
the list. Seeing a single Katherine in a gar-
den is a revelation, but it really takes many
more to create an inspiring effect. Fortu-
nately, the bulbs are sufficiently cheap that
even | can make a splashy show with them.
111 order 50.

Blues and yellows make my heart sing,
as do hyacinths. City of Haarlem is a soft
yellow-flowered variety from 1893 that is
still in commerce. | think IH pair it with
Grand Monarque, a variety with a birth
date even older than 1863, with lush, medi-
um blue flowerheads. 111 get three of each
and plant them in the new blue and yellow-
themed garden area, carved out of a spot
that formerly housed a dowdy yew that
gave me absolutely no joy. The hyacinths
will also be close to a path, so the joy of
their fragrance will not be lost on garden
visitors.

Tulips are a conundrum. They definitely
give me joy, except when they are eaten by
Mr. Antlers and his family, which gives me
misery. | spray them with deer repellent, of
course, but sometimes that is not enough.
The only solution is to grow them in pots
on my porch. Even the tallest, most nimble
deer can't climb up a full flight of steps — |

See GARDENER'’S, Page 13


http://www.gatewaychamber.com
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Elizabeth artist debuts 'Amalgamation’ at UC gallery

By Peter Fiorilla
Staff Writer

ELIZABETH — Multicolored swirls and fluid, shape-less strokes
are at the center of “The Clown,” a graphic artwork created by Eliza-
beth artist Suree Minnatee, which at first glance vaguely resembles a
man’s face. But the red, white and black swirls leave the content of
the art up to the eye of the beholder. Does the image actually portray
a clown? Is there something else going on here?

These are the questions local art patrons can ask themselves while
viewing the new “Amalgamation” gallery at the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, where Minnatee’s work is being dis-
played through Friday, Oct. 23. With “The Clown,” as with most of
Minnatee’s graphic designs, it takes time to appreciate what you're
seeing.

“In the back of my mind, in alot of my artwork | lean towards sur-
realist. You don’t know what you’'re really going to get, and it’s most-
ly distorted. It’s like a combination of surreal and abstract,” said Min-
natee, who has been featured in several other local galleries over the
past few years. “Some people get it and some people don't. It's more
like I make the art and then | share it wdth you, and you can interpret
it the way you want to. Or sometimes people see different things in
the artwork that | didn't even see, they'll point out things they think
I did on purpose and I'll say it was just a happy mistake.”

“Amalgamation,” featuring 10 large pieces, doesn’t have a strict
theme or underlying message, but the surreal and experimental
nature of her work is a common characteristic. The collection is titled
“Amalgamation,” said Minnatee, because she enjoys mixing different
artistic styles and techniques, resulting in unusual combinations.

“It’s really not themed. Some exhibits have a theme or a storyline
behind them, but this is really just a mixture of random pieces, that
have a mixture of different mediums,” said Minnatee. “It’s graphic
but a lot of them originally started out as drawings with graphite and
ink, and then 1 later uploaded them to the computer and added
graphic effects. The exhibit’s just the combination of alot of different
things going on.”

An example of her experimental style is “The Clown,” added Min-
natee. Ifyou look at it closely, the image looks like a distorted figure
smiling, and while it somewhat resembles a clown, it’s not a clear-cut
likeness. It usually takes time to properly see what's on the image,
said Minnatee, and “it’s not just a quick look and you immediately
know what it is.”

The “Amalgamation” gallery consists of projects dating back to
2007, and since graduating from college in 2013, Minnatee has
actively exhibited in other local Elizabeth venues. But her interest in
creating art began while growing up in Elizabeth, when she always
knew she wanted to “create” for a living. Minnatee liked to experi-
ment, and for a while, contemplated becoming a chef or an interior
decorator.

But she decided on graphic design, said Minnatee, because she
feels it offers more opportunities for people to see her work.

“Growing up in Elizabeth, I was in a diverse area, so | was exposed
to a lot of different things. | wasn’t raised in a bubble. | was exposed
to different cultures, different styles, different techniques, and that’s
another thing that plays into my artwork,” said Minnatee. “I always
was drawn to creating things. | was never one who would be playing
with barbie dolls, 1 was always playing with building blocks and
building things and playing with Playdoh, and sculpting things. |
always knew | wanted to create something. Graphic design and art-
work just seemed to appeal to me.”

Now Minnatee, who still lives in Elizabeth, is a member of The
Elizabeth Arts Council, which holds art and music receptions with
artists in the city. She also feels passionately about volunteering and
has become very involved in Elizabeth’s art scene, which Minnatee
says has room to grow in the coming years.

“It's there and it has the potentid to grow, because we’re posi-
tioned between Rahway, which has a lot of stuff going on, and
Newark, which has a lot of stuffgoing on. It's almost like we're in the
middle between those two,” said Minnatee. “It’'s there, but it needs
more support behind it. There’s a lot of talented artists in Elizabeth,
we just need more of a platform to display it out there. There is an art
scene here, and it's growing, but I know that it has the potential to be
more if people can get behind it.”

Elizabeth artist Suree Minna-
tee’s ‘Amalgamation’ gallery is
being displayed at the Union
County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs through Friday,
Oct. 23. The ‘Amalgamation’
gallery consists of projects dat-
ing back to 2007, and since
graduating from college in 2013,
Minnatee has actively exhibited
in other local Elizabeth venues.



OPINION
The State we’'re In

(Continued from Page 11)

But it’s also suffered terribly from the impacts of over-development in its watershed. The
bay is part of the National Estuary Program, a federally-funded project to improve water
quality. And helping Bamegat Bay recover has been one of Gov. Christie’s highest environ-
mental priorities.

Given Bamegat Bay’s importance to this state we're in, it seems like common sense that
the Department of Transportation would share residents’ concerns about impacts to the bay
and want to hear what they have to say. Citizens and taxpayers deserve to have their ques-
tions answered and problems with the system addressed.

It's said that a picture is worth a thousand words, and Save Bamegat Bay has done a
thorough job of documentation. To see dramatic aerial photos and videos of the discharge
into Bamegat Bay, visit Save Bamegat Bay’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Save-
BamegatBay.

To find out more about clean water efforts in Bamegat Bay, visit the American Littoral
Society website at www.littoralsociety.org.

And to learn about preserving New Jersey’s land and natural resources, visit the New
Jersey Conservation Foundation website at www.njconservation.org or contact me at
info@njconservation.org.

Michele S. Byers is the executive director of the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation.

Gardener’s Apprentice

(Continued from Page 11)
hope — so | can enjoy my tulips without worry. A friend always gets a blue and white tulip
mix, which I love. Since she is not buying it this year, 1 will do so, mixing blue-purple tulips
with white ones, like the purple-flamed Insulide and lily-flowered White Triumphator, both
of which are late bloomers. Black Parrot, which is actually darkest purple, is another com-
patible late bloomer.

My many existing daffodils give me joy as well, but a good number of the clumps still
need dividing to keep the joy going. | vowed to do this last spring, but events intervened,
keeping me from going to work with the spade and garden knife. Dividing in the fall is hard-
er, because you have to locate the clumps, but I might actually get the chore done in the next
few weeks. In the meantime. I'll order my favorite daffodil, Beersheeba, which is the most
elegant bloomer, with an elongated ivory tmmpet surrounded by petals of the same shade.
It also makes a great cut flower. | also love Daphne, a fragrant double "pheasant eye"-type
that is positively frilly-looking.

Of course, amassing additional bulbs seems contrary to Marie Rondo's "less is more"
philosophy. However, once the bulb orders are in. I'll also have an added impetus to do lots
of garden tidying in the weeks before the bulbs arrive. Some things, like rambunctious
tansy, thuggish English ivy and similar weak or ill-bred plants, are going to go, leaving
empty spaces in their wake. As everyone knows, there is nothing that sparks joy in a gar-
dener's heart like empty space and a few dolleu’s in the checking account.

Find a wonderful assortment ofjoy-inducing heirloom bulb varieties at Old House Gar-
dens, 536 Third St., Ann Arbor, M1 48103,734-995-1486, www.oldhousegardens.com. Cat-
alog $2. Morejoy is available from John Scheepers, 23 Tulip Drive, P.O. Box 638, Bantam,
CT 06750, 860-567-5323. Free catalog.

Elisabeth Ginsburg, a resident of Glen Ridge, is a frequent contributor to
Worrall Community Newspapers. The writer archives past coliunns at
www.gardenersapprentice.com.

Our policy submitting letters and columns

Endorsement letters and more

Union County LocalSource is currently accepting endorsement letters to the editor for
the upcoming Nov. 3 election. These letters can be sent to editorial@thelocalsource.com
and must include the writer's name, home address and daytime telephone number, for ver-
ification purposes. Please refrain from attacks on other candidates. The final day for
endorsement letter submissions will be Friday, Oct. 16, at 5 p.m.; no endorsement letters
will be considered after this deadline.

Regular letters to the editor can be submitted via email, and readers are encouraged to
write about issues within LocalSource’s area of coverage and issues that appeared in the
newspaper. For more information, call Regional Editor Patrick Bober at 908-686-7700.
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Coldwell Banker..........ccccoeiiiiiinineiieceeee http://www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
ERAVillage Green.........cccveeienenieecncne e hftp;//www.eravlllagegreen.com
JRS Realty http://www.century21jrs.com

Mountainside Hospital...........ccccooe i http://www.Mountalnsidenow.com

Summit Area JayCees........ccoeveeneveruenne. http://www.angelfire.com/nj/summltjc

Suburban Essex Chamber of Commerce____ ...http://www.suburbanessexchamber.com/secc
Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad................... .. http://www.summitems.org

TUrNING POINT....ooiiiiiceee e http://www.tumingpointnj.org

Union County LocalSource.........ccccoovveicrnninnne http://www.UnionNewsDaily.com

To be listed call 908-

In Loving Memory

RUSSELL

S. WILDE, SR.
September 18y 1999

The quiet miracle of each sunrise,
the changing seasons, the heat of Summer,
the chill of Autumn, the icy snow in Winter,
the promise of Spring —
taken for granted by most
and repeated almost in a pattern every year,
cause us to reflect on how precious life is.

Russ, this would have been your fiftieth year
of sunrises and football seasons, of snowstorms and
fishing trips, of the simple joy of spreading love and
kindness wherever you went.

Too soon you were taken from us,
and the miracles have been less bright, less joyful.
We are comforted by the love you gave us,
still with us in our memories and our family stories,
and forever in our hearts.

Love, Dad, Joan and Steve
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Gateway
Regional
Chamber of
Commerce

Not Your Father's Chamber of Commerce...

As the largest business aetwork in the New toth/NewdJers” region,
the Gatewt” Chamber:
= Represents and advances the bnsiness interests ofour 1,200 mensbers

= Offers more networking events and opportunities than any other business organization
in the New Ibrk/New Jersey region

= Makes it our business to grow your bnsiness

Kepresenting businesses in Union, MidSesex, Somerset, Essex and Morris Counties,
the Gatemiy: Chamber has no bomidmies when it comes to ptotecting and promoting
our members. Check us cmt and see why our retemion rate is 95%.

For membership inquiries please contact
Kate Conroy, Vice President, Gateway Regnal Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 300, Elizabeth, NJ 07207-0300 * 908-352-0900, ract. IS * KateConioy@Gatcv4yChambcr.com

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,2015
Oak Ridge Park = Clark, NJ

RAFFLES AND PRIZES, FOOD, DRINKS, DRAFT BEER GARDEN AND MORE!
ENJOY THE CLASSIC SOUNDS PLAYED BY DJ HOT ROD MIKE.
VISIT OUR VENDORS AND TRICKY TRAY TABLE FOR SPECIAL PRODUCTS AND OFFERS!

FREE ADMISSION TO THE PUBLIC
DONATIONS WELCOME
GATES OPEN AT 9AM AND ARE OPEN UNTIL 4PM

100% OF THE PROCEEDS BENEFIT JASON S FRIENDS FOUNDATION.

oo, SPONSCRSHtPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS EVENT.
| TO LEARN MORE. OR BECOME A SPONSOR, CONTACT US AT 732-396-0606

OPEN TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS ENJOY A 50-MILE SCENIC RUN THROUGH
NEW AND OLD CARS WELCOME THE MOUNTAINS OF NEW JERSEY

NO CLASSES ii; =ER Bike for pre-registration

Si5 PER CAR FOR PRE-REGISTRATION SIC f=ER passenger
$20 PER ‘AR THE DAY OF THE EVENT $20 PER BIKE THE DAY OF THE EVENT

$10 PER PASSENGER
Trophies awarded at 2;30PM

CALL 732 396-0606 OR VISIT JASONSFRIENDSFOUNDAT10N.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Motorcycle ride leaves at 11:15AM sharp.

Acting Union County Prosecutor Grace Park announced at a press confer-
ence in Elizabeth on Tuesday that 550 police officers in eight municipalities
will wear body cameras by the end of October.

Police officers throughout Union
County to wear body cameras

(Continued from Page i)
that we demand, and it will provide the public with the transparent, clear view of what
occurs.”

The 3.5 ounce body cameras, which need to be activated by police officers before any
civilian interactions, record video at a resolution of 680x400, and any recordings are stored
in the cloud for at least 90 days afterward. Any willful violations of poUce policy, including
failure to record civilian interactions, will be reported to the Union County Prosecutor, send
Park.

The body cameras are being supplied by Taser International, which is a regular state
contractor for tasers, according to Park. They will cost $1,350 per officer during the first
year of the program, and $670 eveiy year afterward.

Union County is footing the bill for the first year of the Body Camera Pilot Program,
which will cost $750,000 in forfeiture funds, while municipalities will be responsible for
funding the program afterward. All of the municipalities are on multi-year contracts of at
least two additional years. But local officials are confident that the program will save money
in the long run, said Park, by providing relief on lawsuits that may otherwise lead to settle-
ments, expensive internal investigations and more.

“ThQf promote professionalism, by providing a record of precisely what was said, what
was done, what resulted from the police situation. They eliminate any ambiguity, by pro-
viding a clear and easily accessible visual account of them,” said Park. “Time and time
again, in these communities these departments serve, situations which in the past could
have turned into powder kegs will be diffused. Events that could have led to internal inves-
tigations, cost hundreds of man hours and untold thousands of dollars in resources and
legal expenses, instead simply never happen.”

The Prosecutor’s Office cited the success of body cameras elsewhere, including in states
such as California and Alabama, as reason to believe they’ll have a positive local impact.
Several other towns in New Jersey have implemented body camereis, as well, said Park, but
no other counties have done so at the same scale as Union County’s hew program.

“It seems that our state has some catching up to do, and I'm very proud that Union
County is helping to lead the way,” said Union County Freeholder VemeU Wright. “2/d of
course, I would like to thank in advance the officers who will be wearing and using the cam-
eras. You are the pride of Union County, the Union County community, and with this new
equipment | am confident, as is the Union County Freeholder Board, that you will contin-
ue to provide us with the highest level of professional service.”


mailto:KateC0n1oy@Gatcv43yChambcr.com
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healthy living
Trinitas raises the Donate Life Fiag

Trinitas Regional Medical Center raised the NJ Sharing Network Donate Life
Flag alongside the American flag on Aug. 31 in honor of a patient whose family
gave the "gift of life" through organ and tissue donation. Trinitas honors donors
and their families by raising the Donate Life Flag “enever an organ or tissue
donor gives lifesaving or life-enhancing gifts to others.

Vice President of Patient Care Services and Chief Nursing Officer Mary
McTigue said "These donations show the depth of compassion of donor families
amidst their grief. Trinitas is proud to be part of this Ufesaving eftbrt and express-
es both sincere sympathy and deep gratitude to every family that makes the choice
to donate organs or tissues.”

Oscar Colon, RN, CPTC, NJ Sharing Network Clinical Donation Specialist at
Trinitas, emphasizes what the Donate Life Flag means. “By raising the Donate Life
Flag, hospitals acknowledge the gift of life, recognize the impact of the decision
made, and create a sense of community that is very meaningful to donor families.”

Seeing the flag displayed has a great impact on the organ donor's family and the
hospital staff. Colon said.

“In one instance, a family had already left the hospital when they became aware
that there was a flag being raised in honor of their loved one,” Colon said. “When
they drove back to the hospital to see the flag, it was a very emotional experience
for them. Later in the day, the family returned with more famUy and friends. They
were extremely grateful Aat the hospital and NJ Sharing Network took the time to
honor their loved one as a hero.”

Trinitas is among several New Jersey hospitals that fly the Donate Life Flag.
More thanjust an ordinary flag, the Donor Flag is a symbol of honor and respect
that pays tribute to those who are organ and tissue donors. Learn more about the Trinitas Regional Medical Center raises the Donate Life Flag alongside the American

work of the New Jersey Sharing Network by visiting www.NJSharingNetwork.org. flag anytime a patient donates lifesaving tissue or organs.

TR' NlTAS Comprehensive Cancer Center

Your one address for
full-service, compassionate

castle j]
£o;wou.v 51

TRINITAS 225 Williamson Street  Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Comprehensive Cancel Center 908.994.8000 « www.TrinitasCancerCenter.org


http://www.NJSharingNetwork.org
http://www.TrinitasCancerCenter.org




AIR CONDITIONING BUS. OPPORTUNITIES

QUALITY QINERAL FOOO
AIR CONDITIONING VENDING
& HEATING Reliable Cigarette Machines
Gas =Steam Liberal Commision
Rot Water & HotAir Heat ROUTES
FOR SALE

<Humidifiers #Zone Valves
«Circulators <Air Cleaners

973.467-0553
Springfield, NJ

Call 908-233-7760

Leave message
Serving all o f Union, Middlesex,
Sussex and additional counties

DRIVEWAYS ELECTRICIAN
PATERNO ABLE
PAVING ELECTRIC
Driveways <Parking Lots “If it's electric, we do it!”
. Seallng INTERISgHiLH\IIEé(TERIOR
=Concrete Sidewalk REPAIRS
<Al Type Curbin NEW CONSTRUCTION
oPawyp Blocks 9 =4/ U FREE ESTIMATES
v 908-688-2089

Free Estimates Fully Insured Www . AbleElectricNJ.com

908-245-6162 908-245-0459  ycense~J250"
HOME IMPROVEMENT

isn MOMtS AYE
UNION CAL
AND SONS
1/ OVER 75 YEARS IN BUSINESS

908-688-4746

REPLACEMErvITWINDOWS STORI4 DOORS BAY & BOW WINDOWS
VINYL SIDING GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS
AWNINGS ROOFING KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

Union W indow Shade & Awning Co.

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING

“The Neatest Painter Around”
<Interior & Exterior Painting
<Expert preparation & clean-up
<Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
«Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing
<Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating

<We Clean Windows & Gutters «Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lie. # 13VH01137900

908.688-0481

PLUMBING RUBBISH REMOVAL

BLEWEIS — CHICHELO

Plumbing & Heating rggISH REMOVAL
<All types heabng systems N
installed and serviced °Appllances <\Wood
eFurniture =Metals

=Gas hot water heater
=Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling ,

We’ll clean out your:
+ Attic « Garage

REASONABLE
RATES
*» Basement ¢ Yard
973-325-2713

Fully insured and bonded
Plumbing License #7876
973-228-7928

908.686-7415

CHECK CASHING
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HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

COMPUTER/SOFTWARE

CONTRACTOR

NCASHaBCIBMrMLE
TOYomBummi

coffmcToia welcomel!

GARDEN STATE CHECK CASHING SBtVICE
Call {9081810-1732 ext 21«

IH USHEU>n>UHim YOURCHECKSINIX) CASH
IHESAVEDAMUTYtHI RECEVETHEM

CHECKS CASHED

A jp~"TJ general
/\OcJv CONTRACTORS
Specializing in
Kitehen/Bathroom Remodeling,
Basement/Tile Work, Carpet Installation,
Replacement Windows,
Sheetrock/Painting, Floor Refmishing,
Sidewalk & Steps, Roofing & Siding,
General Plumbing & Electrical
Licensed and Insured

973.336-9054
973-336-4523

Argeneralcontractors@yahoo.com

Technology Services
< Computer Installation & Repair
<« Software Installation & Training
< Spyware & Virus Removal

= Free Estimates

Call Lance 732.259.3966
fetrunner@gmail.com

FENCING
TOM’S
FENCING

ALL TYPES
NEW & REPAIR
SMALL JOBS WELCOME
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed
30 Years Experience

908 272-5692
HOME IMPROVEMENT

201 674-8305

AH Types .
RoofF)Q/gpairs HANDYMAN
Underground YES... We Can Do
Drain Expert ThatJob!
973 472-8660 0% 402-4755
nsure

Lie# 13VH00147700

Fully Insured

GUTTERS HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

] Visit me @
TED S GETTERS Over 30 Years JohnsGeneralRenairsPlus, com
Gutter Toppers Mr. Reliable Fall LeafClean Up

* Snow Clean Up
« Painting

» Handyman and more

Lie# 13VH0634300
No Job Too Small

908-337-3731
908-624-0797

TOBEN e

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CARPENTRY, TILE
REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

908.591-3670

FULLY INSURED & LICENSED

$19 per week

Call Classified
L a0t 656200 908.686-7850

PLUMBING
Max Sr. & Paul

SCHOENWALDER

AStwbUshed 1712 «Faucet Repairs
* Water Heaters

464 Chestnut St., Union, NJ Air Conditioning
Gas Heat
908‘686'0749 Lawn Faucets
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT Su_mp Pumps
Toilets

Master Plumbers License #9645 #11181
RUBBISH REMOVAL TREE SERVICE

Donofrio
Rubbish Removal TREE & STUMP
PROS
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