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INTERVIEWEE: MARIE TOTARO

INTERVIEWER: PAT SAMPERI

LOCATION: MARINE VIEW PLAZA, HOBOKEN, NJ

DATE: 11 Jr.lNE 2008

TAPE I, SIDB 1

PS: Start. wit.h what you want, and t.hen

we'1I go from there.

MT: AIl right. My grandparents Lucy

and Joseph Macaluso were born in Sicily. I t.hink my

grandfather was born in Palermo. IInterruptlon] My

grandmot.her was a seamsLress. My mot.her would see a

dress, and she would sdy, "Fannie, you like that?" And

she would say, "Oh, yes, Mama, " and she would [make a

patternl out of newspaper, lsew it,] and there was her

dress. My grandf ather was a t.ailor, and he used t.o make

suits for big men that [couldn't be purchased in a store.

They didn't have "big men" sLores like we have now. l . So
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they were very talented-
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PS: They were married overseas?

MT: No, no. They came [t.o America at]

sevenLeen years old, two kids they came over, married,

and had four children

PS: Now what year did t.hey come over?

MT: I-,etrs see. My mom was born in L907. So

they had to come in 1905? because I think she was

born right away, t,hey were so much in love !

PS: No waiting.

MT: They couldnrt. wait. But it wasnrL an

arranged marriage, and I thought that was so great.

Because years dgo, you know, it was always arranged. The

Italians used to call it t'amachad." Thatrs s1ang. They

used to call it an "amachad" marriage. They raj-sed their

four children, but they died before I was born which

was very sad. My mother was t.he oldest, and she had two

a

o

brothers and a sister.
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PS: And she was the ol-dest.

MT: She was the oldest. When her father

died, she wasn't married. She was sixteen years old.

PS: She was young

MT: Yes. She was sixleen and [her father]

was t.hirty- f ive

PS: Oh, how young!

MT when he passed away. Now my mother

married, ffiy grandmother was with her children. She didn't

have any money, and my dad the man that he was said

to my mother, "Fannie, why should your mother be paying

that. rent.? We could bring them all in with lls. rr Now she

was eighteen, he was Lwenty-one.

PS: Oh, geez.

MT: He said, "We '11 bring them all in."

o

a

She said, rrTommy, are you sure? " My mother was very wise-
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"Are you sure you want. this?" He said, "Why? You don't

want your mot.her living with you?"

Okay. Long story short.: They came in, and

they lived with my father, Lwenty-one t.he mother Iived

t.here, and the kids. There was a Iittle boy, my uncIe,

who was nine years o1d. He had an accident once and t,hey

needed a 1egal guardian, and my father ended up adopting

him. So he's like an adopted brother of mine, because we

weren't even born. So t.hat was their story. Five years

later, ffiy grandfather died, ffiy grandmot.her died at forty,

she was so heartbroken. So that story was somebody so

much in 1ove. So much

Now we go over to the paternal side. The

paternal side, t.hey were from MonLe San Giacomo. Monte

San Giacomo was a province of Solerno. Now a}l the Monte

San Giacomese (we're going ahead), they were the ones who

brought St.. Ann's statue to America

Now, geLting back to the grandmother and

grandfather this was an arranged lmarriage].

PS: Okay. So on Dad's side it was

o

o

arranged, and on Mom's side iL was a love-match.
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MT: Yes. This was arranged. I never knew

my grandfather, either. AI1 I had was my grandmother, but

she wasn'L a typical grandmot.her; she was a business

woman.

PS: RealIy.

MT: She was int,o business. (Maybe that's

where I got that. Ehought from her. ) eut she had like

sixteen to eighteen children (with twins, etc.), but only

about eight, lived. And she used to deliver

PS: She was a midwife?

MT: No! She delivered her owrl

PS: She delivered her own! Okay.

MT: She delivered them like they were I

donrt know rabbits? Then she'd go out in the f iel-d and

get the coal-. Thatrs what they used to do, You know

like when the trains would pass downtown (they're sti11

there, the trains). There used to be coal trains, so what

I
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t.he people used to do was that a1l t.he coal that feI1
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they would go and pick it up and bring it home. That's

what she used to do. She had a candy and grocery store.

PS: And was t.hat. here in town?

MT: Yes 523 Jackson Street.

PS: Do you remember the name of it?

MT: She didn'L have a name. It was

'rMariers. tr That was her name. She was Marie; naturally, I

was named after her. I thought that was something, that.

she delivered her own she wasntL a homemaker. She was

[a] busj-ness [woman. ]

PS: But she had eight kids, who 1ived, out

of sixteen

MT: Yes. But the oldest took care of t.he

young ones. My aunt would take care of those kids. That's

what I have about [unclear].
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PS: Do you have any idea were they

married back in the ord country, and t.hen came here? The.g

were married here?

MT: We11, this was an arranged I think
she was here, and they sent

who she was going to marry.

for him. So she never knew

You were just told, ,yourre

going to marry Francesco. Maria, |ou're gonna marry

Francesco, and that's it." But she was born there.

PS: Oh, she was born there

MT: Yes. So I rea11y don,L know when she

came, but f know she was here, they senL for hi-m, and

there was the arranged I just wanted t.o give you

differential of when you're rea11y in love and when it's
arranged and how my maternal grandmother died of a

broken heart. Because what r would rike my cover to say

is, t'What Mat.t.ers Most, [.,Love'r on the inside.] fs that.

okay?

o

PS: f think so
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MT: But that's how I feel about love,

anyway.

Now my dad. He was born in Hoboken.

PS: Do you know what year?

MT: Yes. WhaL was my mother L901 ? He's

190s.

PS: Is that your parents?

MT: Look at, her! Is t.hat. Angelina .Tolie?

Huh?

PS: Handsome couple.

MT: She could have been a top model, she

was so beautiful. yes, r think she looked like Angelina

Joli-e.

PS: Yes, I can definitely a resemblance.

MT: WeI1, anyway. Now my dad. He was a

o
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Ioving, compassionate every positive adjective you can
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t.hlnk of was my dad. He was small in sLature, buL a

bigger heart you couldn't find. He helped everyone. He

was a hard-worker. It was his passion.

PS: What. did he do?

MT: He was a plumber. Then he became

partners with Tom pascale, and it was Pascale & Luongo,

just a crackerjack.Plumbing & Heating ConLractors.

plumber, he rea11y was. He could

a summer home for us in L94g

He was

ldo anything.I He builr

PS: Where was your summer home?

MT: In Toms River and we would spend

our summers there before r was married. Then with my

children- we just spent every summer there. He passed

away December 25, L973 yes. On Christmas day.

He was in Toms River. See, f was wit.h my

mother aI1 my life when I married we lived in the same

house-- but. when he retired tatl sixt.y-five, he said,
ilFannie, let's go t.o Toms River My mot.her agreed, and

o

[they lived] there three years. But. every weekend I had
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to go down there, because my mother was 1onely, she was

so used to me. rn arl kinds of weather r was there

Anyway, t.hen he became 1I1. f remember it
was August, and r said, ,Look, Dad.. you come home with
Re, and we'1l see whaL's going to happen We1l, he did.t
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He came home with me in AugusL, and he said t.o my mot.her,

"Now you stay here. yourre not coming home because you

have t.o Lake care of t.he tomatoes, and the peppers, and

[the garden, ] " because this is the kind of guy he was. He

says, "r'rr go with Marie. she'Ir take care of me,il and r

did. Then my mother, naturally, came home in september

and he passed away, like r said, in December. He was just
so great.

Christmas he died, and it. was also my

mother's birthday.

PS : Wow. That ' s very int.eresting

MT: So on Christmas day we have mixed

emot,ions.

Now t.he day of his funeral was funny. He

had picked a mausoleum, and my mother said, ,No way

e

going to see what you bought. " She never would go

amf
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PS: Why not?

MT: Oh, [o, she didnrt wanL to see it.

PS: Bad luck?

MT: No! f mean, before he died he bought

this.oh, no! r wouldn't, either. Not She didn't want to
see. she knew it was in Fairview; that was enough. ,Donrt

tell me no more. r don'L want to see it.', so the day of
his funeral, we did not know where we were going. so r
said he stiI1 1ed the way in the hearse. He led the

way t.o 1t. And he had always told me, "When I die, I
do not want any of my family or my friends to drive. r

wanL them all driven. " we had fourteen limousines, two

flowers car, and him leading t.he way. And there wasnrt

one person in that corLege that he didn't herp not

one

PS: That says a 1ot about your dad

MT: Oh! I mean, he was so we1l-l1ked. He

was just great. r know it's a 10ng tlme, but r sLi11

a
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lmiss him.l
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Now my mother Fannie. You sdy, ,'What

kind of a name is Fannie for an Italian?',

PS: Yes !

MT: WeII, her name was Alfonsina-

PS: And her maiden name was ?

MT: Macaluso. Like I t.o1d you, she was

married at eighteen and my dad at twenty-one. she gave

birth to my brother aL nineteen when she already had

all those other kids ! My brother his name is Thomas

but. they call him Tippy. people know him as Tlppy, but r

always ca11ed him nBrot.her.'r

Now my mother she was a beautiful

PS: What year did t.hey marry?

MT: Nineteen-twenty-six. She was

fashionable, and very classy. very classy. But. she worked

very hard in the home.

a
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PS: So she always worked in the home, she

never

MT: No. She always worked in the home. I

told you about her mother and sist.ers and my grandmother.

Aft.er my brother was born then r was born, and we rived

i-n my grandmother's house, t.he paternal grandmother, at

523 Jackson Street.

Now my mother not only cared for her

fami-1y, she even cared for and took care of my father's.

There was a niece and nephew downstairs. she woul-d cook,

they would come up. I remember, even then, sometimes

sleeping upstairs. we were only t.wo children, but our

house was oh, my god! I used to sleep with my aunt. We

were I dontt know how many in the bed

Anyway, this was the type woman she was

she was a very good cook, and a very good baker. As far

as my grandmother, she and my father brought her back to

Iife. She had pneumonia, and they took care of her, too

PS: Now is this the paterna1 grandmother?

a

gone. Yes.

MT: Paternal because the maternal was
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What else? Oh. We always had a beautiful

home. We had a beautiful bathroom. We had

PS: Now why does t.hat stand out in your

mind the bathroom?

MT: The bathroom? Because everyone else

had t.he bathroom in the ha}I. But back then, it didn't

dawn on me to think, rtyou've got , No. I thought that.

was how it had to be. we had Lhe bat.h, we had t.he shower.

My father was a prumber, so that's why. we even had steam

heat which, woo! You know. They had the stove wiLh the

coal then. But he did t.hat . He did t.hat f or us, so we had

the luxury of a beaut.iful bathroom.

What else? Oh, my mother, being so neat

and clean I remember this she would change the

kitchen curtains every week!

PS: Oh, geez

MT: [You washed your clothes wi-th a

washboard and hung them on a clot.hesline.l If it was cold

they'd come in like bacal_a. you know what bacala is,

o

right? That stiff fish? They would come in like that. And
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Re , as a lit.tle gir1, I would he1p, Loo. I woul_d, on Lhe

washboard she'd sdy, ',AI 1 right, Marie, come oo,,, and

r would [a1so] scrub the floor. "Get in t.hat corner!r' oh,

yeah.

PS: So how long would it take your mom to
do the wash with a washboard? Did she have a day set

aside as washday?

MT: Yes. I think they used to do it on

Monday

PS: Monday was washday.

MT: I think Monday.

PS: And 1t. would be like the whole day?

MT: We1I, she was pretty fast. She had to

change the curtains, remember and, and make two

meals a day. My dad used to come home from lunch, and she

and then cook at night., and go shopping.

o

used to cook

PS: How many people was she cooking for?
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MT: We}1, then she was cooking for me, fry

brother, and her we11, then one brother got married,

the other sister got married. rt was just t.he 1itt1e one.

He's ninety now.

Anlrway, he went int.o t,he servj_ce. But when

they were there, before that, she would cook for

everybody and bake! And bake, too. lshe did it all.]

We1I, she passed away March 4, 2OOO.

PS: Oh. Fairly recent.ly

MT: Yes. We1l, prior to that, she lived
with me for twenty-seven years. Because when my dad

passed away, no way was she going to stay in Toms River

PS: Now how dj_d your parents meet?

MT: Oh, they lived on the same block, on

Jackson street. They lived on the same bl-ock, and my

it,s funny.

I don't know. you want. to hear al1 this?

o

PS: Yes !
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MT: Wel1, fty moLher,s family my mother

was born in New york, so she had all her people in New

York her aunts and cousins, and they were all
professionals a cop, a lawyer whereas on my

father's side, they weren't. so they used to bring
gentlemen from New york to meet my mother. Now my mother

didn't care for them. There was not going to be an

arranged marriage. No way aft.er her mother and father
were so in love? No way.

PS: Let me ask you a question. If her

mother had been a love match, let's say who was it
that was t.rying to do the arranged marriage?

MT: Her mother?

PS: No, Do, no. you say her mother

MT: Her aunts. Her aunts thought that my

mother f mean, she was so beautiful lshe should

marryl an executive. No. She want.ed my father

o

o

plumber.

the
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PS: They knew each other as children.

MT: Yes. They 11ved on the block. ',He}1o

MT: My grandmot.her sai-d, "Why should my

support her mot.her and a1] those kids?', But,

ll

o

"Hell-o. r' My mother always told me, 'rI used Lo see him,,,

and her heart. used to go [pitter-patter.] She said, ,,f

just loved your father, r' and that was it and they were

bringing all these men, and she said, ,,I didn,t want

them. "

[And] when he saw her they were kids. you could

see. She married at what eighteen?

PS: Eighteen you said.

MT: Yeah. And he was twenty-one. Then she

had my brot.her when she was nineLeen. But that was

another l-ove affalr, where they didnrt want and, even

the other side, the paternal sid.e they didn't want him

to marry her!

PS: How come?

o

son
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regardless, t.hey were married. They were married, and

very/ very much in l-ove.

Let me see. My brother he's a good guy.

A good 9uy, yeah. I'm his baby sister. I'm his baby

sister. He was always shorLer than r was, and even to

this d.y, lf he int.roduces me and I'm st.ilI t.aller
than he is "This is my baby sister.r, When I was in
trouble, rike in school, and a blg bully wanted to run

after me and kiss me, my brother, rittle as he was, went

up to him and grabbed him, and said, ',f f you ever t everl

follow my sister again r'1r knock you out. " so he was

always proLective of me. No, he,s good. That.,s my

brother.

Anot.her thing about my brother he was

in the Army, Ndrry, and Marines.

PS: I've never heard of that. before. How

does one do that?

MT: He was eighteen and drafted. They gave

him a choice of Army or Mari-ne, he chose the Mari_nes.

Then he was in the Navy reserves. Then when the Korean

war whatever they carled him back, Lhe Army. He was

short. of, maybe, six weeks of service, and he went. inLo

o
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the Army. So I think t.hat is so funny my brother was

in the Army, Navy, and Marines.

PS: He only missed the Air Force.

MT: Thatts right

PS: Of course, it wasnrt around in t.hose

days.

MT: Right. RighL. That. was that. Now where

do we go?

PS: I'm going to ask you a couple

questions. t...1 Now you were born in Hoboken?

MT: Yes.

PS: At home? Or in a hospit.al?

MT: I was born at 313 ,Jackson Street.

Midwife. f was eleven pounds when I was born.

o

a

PS: A big baby, for those days.
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MT: Now I'11 tel1 you what my mother ate.
She was very small, my mother. She must. have been maybe a

ate forsj-ze ten. Maybe. Now 1eL me tell you what she

nine months. she ate a bunch of bananas. Do you know how

many are in a bunch?

PS: No, but a lot.

MT: Twenty-five.

PS: Twenty-five in a bunch. Okay.

MT: Yeah. Twenty-five bananas. And

sometimes, when the peddrer passed and the bunch was

bigger, someLimes t.here were thirty in the bunch. tAndl

three Ithick] ice-cream sandwiches

PS: Who made them, the peddler?

MT: No, the peddler used to pass with the

bananas, and she used to tel1 her friend, Mary who

ended up being my godmoLher rrMary, go get the bananas.

a

Here comes the peddler. " But then, for nine months he
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knew, just geL those bananas ready. she'd go around the

corner and she would get. the ice cream, like three. she,d

get one aL maybe breakfast time (r don't know. r wasn,t

t.here) . But how courd she have eaten aIl those bananas

and that's 1tt rhat was her diet for nine months. you

wonder why f ,m like this? Al_1 those fat ce11s?

PS: ft's not the bananas.

MT: They never left me! Never!

When I was three months old, we moved. to

523 ,Jackson Street

PS: from 313

MT: Yes.

PS: So you moved a couple of blocks away

up the st.reet

MT: Up the street. yes. And it was a

wonderful neighborhood. Across t.he street, orr Jackson

o

o

o

Street that was empty. There were no projects or any
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of that. we thought we were really in the count,ry. we

used t.o play there.

PS: Did it. ever flood?

MT: No! We never had a f1ood. No. Never.

We had cobblestones

PS: So it was an open field back here , for
playing?

MT: Yes. But. I1ttle that we knew, even

way back by t.he Lracks, they used to dump the garbager

PS: Oh, rea11y. That. was the garbage dump.

MT: Yes!

were in the countryl AI1

wonder why we didn't get

rea1Iy do.

f t was a dump ! And we t.hought we

Lhe kids used t.o play there. I

sick. See! You need germs. you

PS: Yes, you do

o

o

MT: You need the germs.
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PS: What. school did you go to?

MT: f went to No. 8 School, which was

Sadie Leinkauf.

PS: What street was that on? Do you

remember?

MT: On Adams the Citadel. Do you know

the Citadel?

PS: Yes, I know the Citadel. So that was

No. B School.

MT: Yes, No. B School. Then after No. g

school, w€ were there unt.il- the sixt.h-grade. Then f rom

the seventh- t.o the nint.h-, r went to Joseph F. Brandt

From t.here, from the nint.h- to the twelft.h_, was

Demarest. That's as far as I went

PS: Now did you have Mr. Stover?

o

o

MT: Yes
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PS: He was your principal.

MT: Yes, f had Mr. SLover. He was good. He

was good. At Brandt, we had Mr. Coleman. Number #e was

Mr. Tastre.

PS: A11 men.

MT: Yes. Oh, yeah. you didnrt have women

principals t.hen.

PS: Did you have women teachers?

MT: Yeah. you would have more women

teachers than men, but principals 2

PS: AI1 men.

MT: Oh, yeah. And my school days

good, very good. [Unclear] neighborhood was good

PS: Now was your neighborhood mainly

were

a

Italian? Was it mixed?



o

o

a

o

a

o

o

o

o

Totaro-|-26

MT: Yes

PS: It was mainly Italian.

MT: Yes.

PS: It was mainly ltalian. Was it the same

region of Italy, or aIl over the place?

MT: It was all over.

PS: And would you hear a 1ot of ftalian
bei-ng spoken down there, or was it pretty much English?

MT: English. Engllsh. My grandmother spoke

Italian. tIl never learned. We never learned Italian,
because our parents spoke English.

PS: We11, I know that. in my family, they

wanted the children to speak English. They didn't want

them speaking rlalian; they want.ed them to assimilate

and become American.

o

o
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MT: WeI1, we didn't hear iL, the ltalian.
we heard the English, and that's what we spoke, because

our parents spoke Engrish. r wi-sh they would have. r
real1y do. r would love to have learned rtarian. when my

grandmother spoke Lo me r would understand her, a littre
bit, but that was it. That was it. My father spoke

f ]uent.ly, but not my mom. she woul-d chop it a llttle bit.
That. was my school days. My school days

were good, but, in kindergarten I didn't want t.o go to
school. No. r didn't wanL to reave my mother. r did not

wanL to leave her. And you know, I never left her

until she died. r wourd cry and run out of schoor and

ask anyone Lo take me home. That. was terrible.

PS: But you obviously felt safe asking

anyone to take you home

MT: Oh, yeah, I did. What do you t.hink,

like now? r'd sdy, "wourd you t.ake me home?, ,Do you know

where you live?" "yes. prease take me home to my mot.her. "

o

o

PS: And how often would you do this?
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MT: Oooh, god! A couple of times a week,

or more.

PS: What. was your mother's react.ion?

MT: She wanted to ki1l me! She smacked me.

oh, yeah! And then she would have to drag me back to
school - Drag me back to schoor. rt's a good thing the

teachers riked me. They rearly did. They liked me, so r
got away wit.h it. I,d say, ,f rm sick. Irm sick. " But

other times, they didn't. know ild reft until my mother

brought me back.

PS: How many kids were in a class? Was it
big that they wouldn't know you had disappeared?

MT: Maybe I'd say f had to go to the

bathroom or something. r don,t remember. r was five years

oId.

PS: And then you just kept going.

MT: I kept going. I'd to the bathroom, and

o

o

then run right out t.o my mother.
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PS: And when did this stop? When did you

stop running home?

MT: Wel1, I know I did it a1l of
kindergarten. r did. And then r was all right. And t.he

teachers were so nice to me- rn fact, they used to bring
me to all the classes and f didn,t know why. They,d^ say,

'rlook aL her t.oday! Look at her t.oday!', Like dressed

my mother always dressed me that. little girl and

they used t'o bring me a1r around but r didn'L know. r
didn't know why Lhey did that, so that never went to my

head. Nothing ever went to my head.

PS: You went to public school.

MT: Yes.

PS: Was there ever any consideration by

your parents to send you to a catholic school?

MT: No. Because where was the Catholic
school? St. Ann's wasnrt there.

o
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PS: Again, it,s interesting to me because

my father is four years order than you, and he and his

brother went through public school. But my mother, who

went to ,Jersey city went t.o an alr-Catholic schoor.

They were rrish. r'm wondering if t.here was someLhing

about that that the rtalians came over, riked the

pub11c school system, and you kept going.

MT: IL could be that they couIdn,t. afford

iL. How about that? Or even gave it a thought?

PS: In our fami1y, my father's family was

more affluent than my mother's family really struggled

during the Depressi-on. rf anybody shourd have been

sending their klds to pub11c school at that point.

MT: Oh. They didn't.?

PS: I'm just wondering bot.h ftalian,

both [unclear] .

MT: Yes. I realIy didn,t have any friends

a

who went. to Cat.horic school . My children did. My kids.
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PS: Your kids did

Now when you were going to school at No.

8, were there primarily ItaJ_ians in that, school?

MT: Oh, that was mj_xed. That was mixed

PS: What was the mix?

MT: Irish, German, Italian. That would be

it, that I would remember.

PS: Do you remember a time when you were

growing up that there was any particular et,hnic group

t.hat was the majorj_ty in town?

MT: No. Or maybe the Irish. I think the

Irish because the lrish, then, and the Italians
werenrt gettlng along t.oo well at that time. But it. never

bot.hered us. see, we never had that my block anyway.

we never had that discrimination for anyone. r never

di-d and r never will . But r know, 1ike, we were downtown

the rtalians and the rrish were upt,own. But that
didn't

o
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PS: Now if you,re like my father,
rrdownLownrt is what we would consider the west.

MT: Yes. West . I was Jackson St.reet . I
couldn ' t get any r downer. 'l

What Daddy calLs ild.owntown.'r

Yes downtown and uptown. But that
never affect.ed me or my friends on the b10ck. we never

said, ,'Oh, look at that that Irish t.his,', or black
no. Never-

PS: Did you see a 1ot of blacks in town

when you were growing up?

MT: The blacks were on First Street. The

blacks were on First street, and they never bothered

anyone. It was just like ',their section.,,

PS: Just. like the f tali_an section

MT and like the lta1ian. The lrish and

o

German were uptown, the Italians were downtown, and the
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blacks were on First street.. [some rrish were d.owntown,

too. l

PS: Now when you were growing up there was

a Iot of industry.

MT: Oh, yes.

PS: What do you remember about factories
and t.hings?

MT: f remember the pencil factory
Maxwell, naturally, because we used to smell_ the coffee.

PS: Could you smel1 it a1l, the. way

[unclear] ?

MT: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. AII the sewing

factories. There were so many. So many

PS: And could you hear t.hem? What. would

you hear when you went by?

a

o

MT: The sewing? No
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PS: The machines or anything?

MT: No, you didn,t. hear the machines. No

We were jusL happy kids growing up. Real1y.

My high school happy. I was in the p1ay.

because I loved show business.

Very happy.

I loved it.,

o

o

PS: Now when you got out of school, did
you go to college? Did you go to work?

MT: No, I didn't go to college. We had

just moved to Tenth street.. we were at 2oB Tenth street.
Now Mother, again she didn't want me to go t.o work. r
said, I'But Mother, r can't st.ay home. r' rt was new to her,

this new pIace. so r stayed home it was almost a year

and then f went. to work for my dad. f was their
secretary. My dad was the worker; he was on the outside,

with all the men. r was in the office with his partner,

so he was more my boss, not my father, and we got along

wonderful.

o

PS: Where was this?
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MT: 208 Adams St.reet. Then we went Lo 206

Adams street - But that,s where it was. r worked there

until I was pregnant. When

I went back again when my

kindergarten. I never left

I became pregnant. I 1eft, and.

second daughter went to

them a1one, never left them

without me. f n f act, j_n the summers I would hire somebody

Ird come in

payroIl,

to take my place and I,d spend the summer.

once a mont.h or three weeks or whatever, do

office, Lype do what.ever, do the invoices do

whatever r had to do. But r never did leave them.

PS: How did you meet your husband?

MT: Oh, t.hat's a story. We'lI go to the

marriage now, right? Not the kids.

PS: We'l1 go to the kids later.

MT: Oh, my god. This is Loo long a story.

PS: Entertain me

o

o

MT: Oh, you will be entertainedl
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AIl right. I wenL on a blind date with my

girlfriend- she says, rrplease Marie, come wlth me. r want

this guy. I want t.o go with him. Oh, please come.,, I
said, "Terry, r don'L want t.o go on any brind date.,r ,,oh,

come. come.rr Now she introduces me to this guy. Now we

reaIly dldn't have any

PS chemistry?

MT: No! But I went st.upid. I went. Now

Terry never wound up with the guy, and there ilm stuck

with this one. Right? Now. okay. r,m wit.h him. r,m 1ike,

what? Sevent.een? So I kept going, r'not knowing." Then

there was a boat ride, the Michaer Borelli boat, ride.

PS: Who,s Michael Borelli?

MT: Michael Borelli was running for
councirman. This was the time when Desapj_o came in.

PS: Okay. So what year are we talking?

a

o

o

MT: We're talklng ,4i 
.
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PS: Oh. This was after McFeeley got

dumped.

MT: Yes! Yes!

PS: Okay. Now f've got my timeframe. Okay

MT: Yes! So this was big. Now this Michael

Borelri, who was runni-ng for councilman, had a boat. ride.
r wanted to go on t.he boat, ride, so r said to the ,,guy,,,

rrYou want to go on t.he boat ride?,'and he said, "Al_I

right.." He never showed up. He never showed up.

PS: So you're on t.he boat by yourself .

MT: So I went. I cal1ed this friend down

the block. r said, I'you want. to come with me?rr and she

said , "A11 right . We ' 11 go . We ' 1l_ go So now f had a

O

o

a

lt

good t.ime, dl1 day. we were playing and we were doing

whatever. Now at. night

o

PS: This is an all-day 2
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MT: Yes! AI1 day. I don't know where we

went. Bear Mountain maybe. r don,t know where r went. So

now it 's at nighL, and we'|re in the barlroom of t.he boat

PS of the boat. This i-s some boat. -

MT: Yeah! Oh, it was beautiful. So now,

across t.he room, this guy looked at oe , and I 1ooked at

hi-m, and he gest.ured, rrWanL to dance?" and that was it

PS: That was it, huh?

MT: Love at first sight. That was it. So

now what do I do?

PS: I don't know, you tell me

MT: I wanted to be with him-

PS: [Unclear]

a

MT: Yes
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PS: You're sLill in high school.

MT: Yes. Now am f seventeen. When I met

him, yeah. I was seventeen.

We1I, an)rway I just I don'L know. There

was a difference- r thought. the other thing was 10ve.

when r met him, and that chemistry and that whatever

forget it.

So now I'm with this ot.her ..guy.,, Now this
goes on for four years !

PS: You daLed two guys for four years?

MT: f never dated Nickie just. waited

for a Thanksgiving Day parade, when he would be Lhere;

waited for dances where maybe r would see him and he

would and he woul-d.. He would go over to the ..guy,, and

sdy, 'rCan f dance wiLh Marie?,' and he would sdy, ,,Oh,

yeah." so we would dance, and r would sdf, "why doesn,t

he ask me out? why doesn't he?" But he di_dn't want to
break up the other. so this went on and on. And r knew. r

said to this "guy, " "Look. r just want to tel1 you one

thing. Before I would ever think of marrying you __,,,and

T'm going into my twent.ies, you know, ,,I have to go wit.h

a
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Nickie. I have to!" "Why do you want to go with hlm? He's

this, he's thaL." I said, "This is it. I,m telTing you."

So now t.his guy goes in the army not

Nickie, the other guy. Now I ,m praying, rrPlease, dear

God Before I went to work I used to go to church. We

can't put all this in; I'm just telling you the story.

I'd go to church, "Please, please, donrt 1et him write.

Don't let hj-m write. t' The guy didn't write f or f our

months ! So, I went to his mother, brought. the ring oh,

yeah. They gave me a ring, do engagement. ring. I didn't

want iL, but it was like "Okay." What. was I saying?

PS: You gave the ring back.

MT: They wouldn't. t.ake it . They wouldn't

t.ake the ring back. I said, "Look, your son is not

writ.ing. Hers probably not. int.erested. 'r But. the family

didn't want to hear it and they were a wonderful,

wonderful family. So I said, "We11, f'm sorry. This is my

life. " I was i-n fove with Nickle, and that. was it.

But, Ii-ttle did I know that Nickie fel_l in

Iove with me when I was five!

a

PS: When you were five? !
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MT: Five! He saj_d, IrI saw you. f was on

the corner selling junk.Ir He was eleven, r was five. Five

years o1d. rrI saw you and you were so cuLe, and I just

loved you.'r We1I, when I was fifteen, going t.o high

school see, f didn't know this before I met him on

that. boat he said to one of his friends, r'you see her?

I'm going Lo marry her. " And he did. And he did.

PS: But you didn't. know him

MT: No! I didn,t. know him from Adam-

PS: Until you got on the boat

MT: Then I got on t.he boat. But he knew

o€. because he said he used t.o watch me go to school

PS: Now where did he live?

MT: He lived on ,Jef f erson Street .

o

a

PS: And he'd see you go off to school.
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MT: He,d see me go to school! I was

Jackson Street! So I'd be walking up to school, going

back after lunch (we came home for lunch), and he woufd

see me. He tor-d this guy, "see her? r,m going to marry

her- " And r was fifteen. so it was five, fifteen, and he

did. He did marry me.

PS: So the other guy is out of t.he

pj-cture.

MT: Now the guy t.hat guy comes home

from Germany. His mother did something that got him a

furlough to come home. so he comes home Lo me, he came up

r-n my room, and f said, "What are you doing here?* He

said, rtl came home to marry you.', f said, ,,Oh, rlo. No

way- You didn't write to me. r didn't know where you

were- TeI1 me why you didn,t write to me?r He said, ,,r

Canrt t.e11 you. I don'L know why. " f said, n I do. r My

prayers were answered.

So then f was in heaven but a IittIe
hell came after that.

o

PS: Do you want to talk about that?
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MT: He was a gambler.

PS: Oh. That.,s hard

MT: Then he started drinking. But f never

stopped loving him.

stil1 in love

PS: You have two chi_ldren?

MT: Yeah. And when I divorced him, we were

only f just couldn,t t.ake it.

PS: You couldn't live with him.

MT: No more, af ter t.wenty years . I
courdn't. The girls were [grown] , and. r just couldnrt. we

were separated many times, many times, but it didn't
affect the girIs. Because they had my father and they

saw how much in love we were. We rea11y, real1y were.

So after the divorce, who did I have the

love affair with? Him. until he died. About three weeks

before he passed away he calIed me. r was in the caf6

the dessert caf6 (we didn,t get to that yet). He said,

"Marie, r have to tel1 you something. r will love you

o

a
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until the day r die.'rt. was just. so unfortunate, because

we did have that strong, strong love for each other, but

he was afflicted. That,s a disease.

PS: Alcoholism, yes.

MT: That, and I had a double-header

PS: The gambling.

MT: The gambling, too. And that was it. He

died Iin :.984.)

PS: And what year were you divorced?

MT: Seventy-five.

PS: So you were married around '55?

MT: Flfty-three. yes, we were married in

'53, January of '53. That was my love story.

o

PS: And you have two daughters.



o

a

a

o

o

o

o

a

a

Totaro- I -45

MT: I have two daughters Roe

(Rosemarie) and Francine. They're my everything, realry
They're my everything. rn my family, we,re rike vercro.
We are. Werre like Velcro. We are so, so cIose. And I
have my two wonderful grandchildren lSantl and SSasha],

and I have a grand-dog [cypsy.]

PS: Everyone needs a grand-dog. My parents

have a grand-dog. It,'s very important.

MT: Yes. My granddaughter wanted the dog.

rn fact, she wanted that dog when she was rike thirteen.
She had gotten very iII after my mom passed away, very
i11. we didn't know what she was in t.he hospital for
two weeks- she went through ar1 kinds of tesLs, and t.here

was nothing wrong wlt.h her. rt. was just something that
was very traumatic.

PS: How o]d was she?

MT: She was

close to my mother, and it

I said, we,re a very, very

thirteen. She was very, very

rea11y affected her. So, Iike

close-knit. family.t

,
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PS: Now you've been in Hoboken through aI1

the changes

MT: Yes.

PS: My dad left in '60, and we would come

back and visit my uncle. r remember Hoboken in the ,70s,

thinking, "who'd wanL t.o rive here?rr so what was that
like? You go f rom this city that.,s t.hriving when you were

a kld when did you st.art to see,

that. I remember?rr When did you start

"This is not the town

to see changes? And

mi-nd, that ,'this
a

what were the things t.hat stuck in your

i-s changing?,'

MT: Oh, we'd have those 11tt1e riot.s, when

the Puerto Rican families came in.

PS: What. year are we talklng about?

MT: Isn't. t.hat the ' 70s?

o

PS: Maybe Iat.e t 50s, early ' 70s?
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MT: Sevent.ies. Yeah- And then it just

start.ed to change. And then we had that. big f ire

PS: When you say it started to change

what do you remember changing?

MT: I don't know. Like, maybe,

neighborhoods? See, like now, we don,t have

neighborhoods. They're gone. That's what. I remembered

neighborhoods.

PS: And when you say rrneighborhood't

what did "neighborhood', mean to you, that you see lacking

now?

MT: Togetherness

PS: Like knowing who your neighbor was?

MT: Caring. Caring. Now, everyone, it

seems are on their own and for themsel-ves. That's how I

o

fee1.

PS: And you saw this change when?
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MT: f guess around then. But then I

worked, and the change never realIy bothered me. Never

Like they'd sdy, ',Oh, the puert.o Rican thing.', It didn,t

bother me. I guess because of the way I am. I d.on't

discriminate. I love aII people, always

PS: I remember Washington Street being

very dirty, as a chi1d, when we,d. come up here. fL,'s a

memory of mine.

MT: Dirty?

PS : Trash, l it.ter .

MT: Oh, litter all_ overr 1zou mean, and

garbage all over the

PS: Yes !

MT: WeI1, I don't know what time that was.

Who was in office t.hen?

o

PS: I don't know
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MT: You know what I mean? That te11s you

something, too.

PS: The waterfront was obviously a big
employer when you were a child. what do you remember?

MT: About t.he waterfront? We1I, you have

t.o remember

be coming up

Point. to go

I'm on .]ackson Street. Very seldom would I
here to Castle point. Maybe f went to Cast.Le

sleigh-ridlng. That was in high school. We

Polnt.would go sleigh-riding in Castle

PS: Was that big among all the klds?

o

MT:

slopes, and we'd go

waterfront, you had

Every, every b1ock

Yes, we used to go. fL had nice

sleigh-riding t.here. Waterfront

the bars, so we never came up here

had a bar.PS:

o
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MT: Every house

bars were all along the ri_ver.

because there would be drunks,

Totaro-l-50

had a bar underneat.h. The

So we never came up here,

maybe. No. No, f didn't.

o

o

So part of the change and then, in the
r80s, it sLarted new people were coming in. New

people. That's when I opened my business, just about

in 1981.

PS: And what prompt.ed you to start your

busi-ness at that time?

MT: I don,t know. I was wi_th a friend, and

we said, ,'We should open a IittIe busi_ness. ,, So we

thought about it and we said, 'rOkay.,, So now I,m looking
for a locat.ion. We llooked] on Washington Street, and I
saw [nothing. The corner of] Fourth and Garden Street
[caught my eye. This was it.] Do you know where f was

I'Le Jardin? " Were you ever there?

PS: Yes. Yes, f was, a couple Llmes. I was

sorry when you closed.

o

MT: Oh, so many people
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Okay. I saw Lhat p1ace, and I just.

visualized i_t.. I want.ed it. There was no way I want.ed

it, and r didn't have a dime but f wanted it. so we

looked, and r sald, "Ar1 right. Let ,s see who owns theo

o

o

a

o

o

a

property We did. The pizzas, owned. it. So I knew, then

I ca]led and I said, ,'Is Charlie the barber reti-ring?,,

Because he was t.here f if ty years.

PS: The fellow that owned the barbershop?

MT: Yes. He was there fifty years. I said,

"we11, maybe it.'s time that he retj-red.,r rhey said, ,,No,

why? Do you know something?" I said, r'No, f d.on,t know

anything. " Now in the background, his sister is saying,
I'Ask Marie if she wants to buy it, buy t.he property.,, I
said, "Oh, |€s!, I didn,t have a dime, and f ,m saying

yes ! r want.ed it . you know when you want something?

WelI, anyway, we got t.ogether a deposit

and we were going to do this. rn the meantime, in June

(we didn't buy it yeL, now) , in .fune r went to No. g

school to pick up my daughter (she's a teacher) . I went

into the cIass. she wanted t.o show me something. coming

down all right. we got in the car, the car went out of

ll
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contro1, and we were in a very big accident.

IInterruption]
rrNow this is what werre going to do. We're

going to buy this place. ,,

PS: Now you're in an accident.

MT: The building. Now I'm in an accj-dent.

f break my arm in facL, f've got the scar, from here

PS: Oh, yes.

MT: Now my arm, I have three casts that

didnrL work. The doctors said, r'you need surgery.,, Okay.

r got. the surgery, r got the two p1at.es, the six screws

in my arm (what. a way t.o get screwed!), and, now, this is
going to take a year. Now my hand is getting stiff, and

Lhey said, ,'f f you don,t st.art moving your hand, yourre

going to have like a wooden hand.. r' I was massaging

5:00 in the morning, 5:00, just massaging, massaging

because how was I going to bake?

So we buy the property t.hat September [1980] , and I
kept doing therapy, Lo Frank Sinatra's (my Frank) ,,New

o

o

o
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York, New york f'd go like this and 1ike thls every

day, a little more and a Iittle more, untlr r was abre to

PS: reach your hand up

MT: Yes to that song. So t.hat song

means a lot.

We opened, and then four mont.hs later the
partner went ouL. so r took over, and from then on it,s
his.ory. I was there t.wenty_one years, and I finally
sold. Wel1, t.he business f owned t.he property she

owned with me, but Lhen [she] turned it over to her son.

TAPE L, S.IDE 2

MT want to seI1. He said, "Marie, it.,s
up to you. you did everything, al1 t.hese years. No

problem. You took care of the bui1d.ing,,, which I did. He

said, "whatever you want. , which was great. so r said,

"A1l- right, Mlchael . r think maybe we wi1I.,, Because the
boy, who was a friend of mine .Teffrey he was

worki-ng for a reartor. So he's the one who found out that
someone want.ed t.o buy the property. Now ,Jeffrey, he was

my friend. He was eight.een; he came in as a customer; and

o

o
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then my busboy; and then my waiter; and then he was i-n

the kitchen. when r couldn't, he'd be there. He finarly
passed- He passed away. oh, r miss him. Because r was his
second mother; he was always with us. Always.

PS: And you just. decided you were ready t.o

make a change, and you heard that somebody wanted the

building and you decided, ,rNowrs the time?"

MT: Yes. Yes

PS: I know. One day I was walking by

MT: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. You know what I

the caf6. f said, ,rWe11,

don't have the building.

You want to buy. " So

And I sai-d, ',Look. I,m

did? [He, the buyer] didn't wanL

if you don't take t.he caf6, you

Because frm not looking to sell

finally they said,

not taklng anyt.hing

got the k.y, c1osed

"A11 right. ,'

out of the caf6. " So what I did was I

the door, and 1eft. everything there.

r just. left everything there. r didn't. want to deal with

se1li-ng t.he refrigerator, se}I this, do that.. No! I

o

o

o

wasn'L looking Lo sel1. so they bought it, and it's what?
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rt'l] be six years.Tuly 24Eh that r closed, and. rrm happy

for it. [r sold in 2002.]

PS: What made you decide to do desserts?

MT: WeII, I didn,t want like a total
resLaurant, and r coul-d bake so why not? And then, |ou
know ' B0? ',Oh, Mari_e,,' they said. ,Are you crazy? Do

you think you'J.l ever make it on coffee and cake?', r

said, "Look, mine is not coffee and cake a desserL

caf6." They didn't even know about decaf. when r said r
would have decaf cappuccino they didn't even know what

that was then. They di-dn't know that the litt1e whit,e

lights r had i-n the window r was the first to do that,

in Hoboken.

PS: It. was Christmas lights, right?

MT: Yes. They were like curtains. you

know. You saw

PS: Yes. It always looked so pretty when

you went by. I remember t.he green and the white.

o

o

a
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MT: [AI1 white chairs and tables and

waIIs. Green Lurf on the floor.l And the white building

with the striped awnings. Oh, yeah. It was very pret.ty.

Very pretty.

PS: So you had that for twenty-one years?

MT: Twenty-one years.

PS: And were you doing St. Ann's at the

same t.i-me?

MT: ThaL's right

PS: Okay. Now you said that, your father's

family was from the area

MT San Giacomo.

PS: So somebody f rom t.his town t.hey

came here and brought a statue.

o
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MT: Yes. Now the whole story

would make it easier for you f became the

to chair the ftalian Feast.
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whlch

first woman

o

o

o

o
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o
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PS: But isn't this the feast where the

women are the ones carrying the statue?

MT: That,s the St.. Ann,s Guild land

devotees. l

PS: So this was founded in 1910.

MT: Yes.

PS: And when you became chairwoman what.

year was that?

MT: Nineteen-ninety.

PS: So you were the first, in eighty years

MT: [the church was] hosting somet.hing for
new parishioners coming in, so we had like a kaffee-

o
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klatsch, to introduce t.hem t.o the parish. After that was

over, we served t.hen and whatever, and Father says to me,

"Marie, when are you having your first. meeting?'r r said,
rrFor what?" He said, r'For the feast?'r What? I said,
,Father, are you kidding? Me? Why? Why?', f was like

feast? "Father, r don't know Lhe first thing about a

feast, whaL to do.', f said, ,yes, I cooked for the

feast. " r did that. r did desserts for the feast. r cut

up a cape, when they wanLed to you see, they were

going to have a new cape in 1990, for her [the statue] .

Now t.here was her old cape

PS: The origj_naI .

MT: They were going to destroy it. So I
said, "Why donrt we cut it up, put a medal in t.here, put

iL in a litt1e cellophane bag, and we could give it. t.o

all these devotees. But -- you do not charge them. " so we

did that, in l-989. We cut it up, and we made about

$4,000- somebody gave me 9100, and r gave them the piece

of cloth with the medal . r said, ,,Don,t anyone charge.

rLrs all donations, and you do better that way than

chargi-ng.', No. It. had so many prayers on that cape!

c

o
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So that.'s happened with Lhe cape. The next

year

PS: Congratulations. you've got it
Now how o1d were you when you first goL

involved

MT in doing anything?

PS : Anyt.hing f irst -hand.

MT: Maybe [fifty years, ot close t.o iL.]

PS: And how did you get involved the first
time around? Do you remember what your first job was?

MT: Yes. I belonged to t.he Third Order of
St. Franci-s.

PS: What's that?

MT: That 1s an order [where you are

professedl and take vows. Now while alr Lhe young glrlsa

o

were going to the "Children of Mary,,, T went wit.h all the
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old ladies and became a Third order member which is a

Franciscan order. r don't know why. There,s another r-
don't-know-why. r don'it know whether r had a calling or
whatever.

So I went wi-th them, and we used to have

parties, Christmas parties, and I used to do whatever

I always 11ked tobecause I was always into entertaining.

enterLai-n, anyway, and that.'s what r had brought int.o the
caf5, with all these speciar doilies, and speciar glasses

and whatever.

Anyway, gettlng back to

in that. order, and we used Lo have cake sal-es. Nothing

too big. Then we started a Calendar party

PS: A Calendar party. And what does one do

at a Calendar party?

MT: Now a Calendar party is, you select a

captain for twelve tables

PS: one for each month.

MT: one for each mont.h. Then you select
a hoIlday, and you decorate that table accordingly.

St. . Ann's I was

o

o
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PS: Okay. Like the Fourth of .Tu1y__

MT: or whatever. Now we did that. prior

to that again, the nuns in Ringwood contacted me and

said, trwe're having a calendar part.y. would you take a

table?" I said, rrWhat is that?', So they sald, ,rWe11r 
1rou

just decorate a table." So f said okay. I got the

parishioners at St. Annrs, we [hired] a bus and we went

up there, and that was t.he Calendar part.y. Right after
that., Lhe nexL year, w€ did it, and r did it for about

Lwenty years lat St.. Ann,s.]

PS: As part of the Feast, or something

separaLe from Lhat?

MT: No Feast. This is separate. This is
ltfrel Third Order. This is the Third Order [of St.

Francis, now called "secul-ar Franciscan order.,,]

PS : Now t.his is [unclear] St . Francis, but
2

o

i-s it out of
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MT: You could be from anywhere, to join

here, and become la Thlrd Order member. l

PS: But were you always a parishloner of
St. Annrs?

MT: Always. Always. I was nine years o1d,

going to f'm Lelling you, the neighborhood the

girls, what we did? we used to go to the st. Ant.hony's

novena on Tuesday. Tuesday evening. This is the kind of

peopre who were on that block- rt was so ca1m, and so

beautiful, and all my girlfriends, and even the boys

so greaL. r'm Lelling you my childhood was wonderful.

Wonderful.

WeIl, an)rway, getLing back to the Calendar

party thaL's t.hat.. Then r did priest jubilees. r don't

know how many. For Fat.her Joe, I did his fort.ieth,

fiftieth, and sixt.iet.h. And we Lhrew an eighty-fifth

birthday parL for him, too. He was the party boy. He

passed away. Nuns, f did for them. I dj_d for other

priests. r sLarted the sL. Ann shrine. r started the st.
Joseph Tab1e. r always had a Christmas concert. There

were always first. firsts. so lm reaIly, rea11y j_nvorved

in t.he church, f or years. Like I said, I always did

o
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something for the Feast, but not that involved. JusL like

r said one year we did t.he cooking,. then another year

we did all the desserts; and the cape helplng

wherever. Then, when r started in 1990, r brought in a

whole new Feast. Before t.hat., they had like four strings

of rights. when r 1eft, there were twenty-two arches.

PS: IL's huge. That's one of the quest.ions

r wanted to ask you. rLrs so big, and r was wondering

like, when you first started, how many people would you

say ?

MT: This is how I started. WeIl, I started

the entertainment. There lnever was] ent.ertainment.. They

used t.o have t.he band, and maybe an opera singer on t.he

[Feastl day- A11 the feasts around here. rn 1990, when r

started, he (the priest) already had t.he ent.ertainmenl-

which was a DJ. Now that wasn,t what r wourd want to do

And we couldn,t have gambling anymore because they

always had gambling, and t.hat stopped. That. stopped. so

now the priest. says, ,'No, Marie, |ou know, [o gamblirg,,'

and r said okay. r said, 'BuLr /ou know, instead of just

food, why don't we put some vendors, like the craft.s

a

o

(always ahead of my time), put the crafts have them
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come in with different things. you know, jewelry, frames,

whaLever. And r did do that, so r had maybe about ten. r

had the rrsun Catchers,' and a1I different things.

Wel1, there were some people who said,

"whatrs thls? Thi-s isn'|t a feast.. why would she have

that?" Then there were others who thought it was

beautiful.

So that year we grossed 9100,000

wit.hout. gambling, which was terrific. so the next year r
said, "A1r right. Next year we,1l have the entert.ainment.

we'11 always have a headliner.,' r had gotten Connie

Francis.

PS: Great. I had heard she had come one

year. Was that ,91?

MT: Ninety-one. No one believed me. No one

believe me. "No way is she coming. No way will Connie

Francis be there And I said, rtBut she will. She wiLl_. I

o

ll

mean it How about I get a call? Connie Francis says,
I'Marie, r love you. r love Mauri-ce. But Im noL coming il

o

a

PS: Who's Maurice?
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MT: Maurice Fitzgibbons. you know Maurice?

PS: I know the name.

MT: A freeholder?

PS: A freeholder. Okay.

MT: He was wit.h me right a1ong, from then

on. He was the PR man. We'd go hang posters. Oh, we did

everything.

Now Connie Francis says to me shers not,

coming. I said, 'rWhy?" Well, the cont,act she had an

argument with the one who was our cont.act.. so now she

doesn'L want to come. Maurice and r spoke to her at. rike

2:00 in the morning. you know, she's a litt1e difficult.

PS: It doesn't surprise me

MT: But. then she did come. after we

talked. I was crying. I said, rryou canrt do t.his to me

People donrt believe me as it is, and now theyrre

a

o

You know what I mean?
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So she came, and she loved it so much that
she said to one of her people, 'rGo get me a blue dress,r,

[in honor of] St.. Ann. She had a blue flower in her hair,

t.he bl-ue dress, and there she was. Now this was even a

blgger success, and that went on and on. Then when Father

Andrew came Iet me see. When did he come? Do you have

the pictures Lhere, of the priests? Let. me see it. where

are we? Which book do you have?

PS: f have the one on the Feast itself,

versus the

MT: Oh, here it is. Nineteen is this
| 92?

PS: Yes L992-1998.

MT: Now when he came, w€ realIy turned the

corner. Because he was oh, he was so into it. I worked

wlth him just great. He is a great, great friend. A great

friend.

a

PS: So you did it '90 to | 92?
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MT: No! Until 2000.

PS: Wow. Thatrs a long time.

MT: Until 2000. Then I'm back. I didn,t do

2001, 2002, and 2003. I did 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and

I'm not. doing 2009. f ,m taking a break.

PS: So the original Feast., when you were a
kid growing up a lot of food?

MT: Yes. Food

PS: The statue goes around.

MT: Yes.

PS: and on actual Feast d.y, she's

carried

MT: Always.

o

o

PS: by the women, right?
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o

MT: Yes. Always by the women

PS: Is there a particular rout,e? I,ve

always been working, so f've never seen this.

MT: Oh, yeah. Do you know what I did one

year? I broughL her up on Washington Street.

PS: Oh, you did? Okay

MT: I did. That was one year. One year I

brought her all the way up

PS: But mainly it's just in the

neighborhood.

MT: Yes. But. we go all the way

PS: And you would have gambling

MT: No gambling no more.

o

PS: But. years ago.
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MT: Prior, y€s

PS: What kind of gambling would there be?

MT: Like the whee1, money wheel. I never

did that.

PS: And there might be a [unclear] on a

Feast night?

MT: Yes, the Feast. yes

PS: And many days did it usually run?

MT: I rea11y don't know. Maybe four, five?

Four?

PS: Was it mainly for the neighborhood and

the parish? Or were you drawing out of the area?

MT: Me?

o

PS: No, the o1d one.
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MT: The old one. No, they didn't go out. I

made it big

PS: Yes, you did

MT: f made it very big. I had billboards-

PS: Yes, I,d go to Newark and there,s the

sign- rrm dri-ving, orr Route 22, and there,s the sign for
St.. Ann's. Yes

MT: Billboards. We11, thatrs what I did.

rt was sma1l- rt was reaI1y smaIl, and r just expanded

it.. f went. up to like seventy-five vendors. Oh, yeah

PS: And how many people 1ike, would you

sdy, back in the r40s, how many people might, go, versus

today?

MT: Oh, a fract.ion. Butr |ou know, Feast

day the devotees would always be there. There would

always be a crowd. Always. I made it a fest.ival

a

o

O

PS: versus a feast -
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MT: Yes. A feast and festival

PS: There were other feasLs in town,

right?

MT: Yes. There was the Madonna dei Martari

[Madonna of t.he Martyrs feast] . They honored me in 2000.

r never helped them or dld anything for them. r went Lo

their feast, I was standing there, and they asked me to

come up on t.he platform. I heard them speaking about

somebody, but r didn't know they were Lalking about me.

They said, I'She's the one who inspi_red us. rl

PS: Is that, the one that.'s downo

o

2

MT: Yes! Yes! They used to be on Adams

StreeL.

PS: And now they're on River

MT: Now theyrre on Sinat.ra Drive. That's

o

the feast. Then there was anot.her f east. Madonna dei
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Virgi-ne, something like that. r d.on't know. But they're
not here anymore.

PS: Talk a little more, if you wouId,

about the cape. you had mentioned that the old cape had

all- Lhe prayers.

MT: The prayers. I 'm noL saying iL 's t.he

jewelry- Prayers are when the peopre in the processj_on

touch the cape with t.heir

PS: So people would touch it.

MT: Oh, yeah.

o

a

be going around

PS: So, as a person wat.ching it, who would

if I had an intention or a prayer

MT you would want to touch it. you

would wanL to touch it.

PS: Okay. I was wondering j_f maybe people

o

pinned t.hings on it
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MT: Oh, no. The only thing they pinned was

money

PS: Oh. They pinned money on it?

MT: Yes. She had but on the Feast, no?

That's during the novena. She would have arI the monev

pinned on her. But the Feast t.here would be a big b-9,

Society,

That's how

and there would be the men from the Holy Name

collecting money, then throwing it in the bag

we did it Lhen. But years, 1zedrs d9o, the money was

pinned on the saint. when you processed. she'd have so

much money on her, because t.he people, then, actually
wanted to pin the money on that would take foreverl

PS : Why was t.hat important, do you think?

MT: Their devotion. Their vow. Whatever

They just. wanted that's like touching t.he cape. That 's
why I said I didn't want. that. just put. away, or

destroyed, or noL. r said, ,,cut it up. These devotees

would just love it, " and they did. Oh, they were

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
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happy. I stil1 have pj_eces of it.

SO
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And that's how the feast went.. Every year

it grew, and grew, and grew. Then t.here was the year I

didn't do it, so I felt bad. So I consulted one year,

then I was a 1it.tle more the next year, and the next year

I chaired it. again and agaj_n, and that 's it. But. thls

year, [o

PS: Just too much

Where would you l1ke to see it. go?

MT: I'm Laking a break.

Oh, just where it is. You see, what we

have now, wit.h all the people you canrt do this.

Because this year, now, they're having i_t. for eight days.

That.'s a little much

PS: What was it before?

MT: Somet.imes it ' s f ive days, sometimes

it's six days, sometimes seven. BuL this year i-t.,s eight,

because you have to give the vendors a weekend. See, you

always go according t.o the Feast day which is the 26Lh

and whatever that day ts (Iike this year it. will be on

Saturday)
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PS: They,11 want the whole weekend

MT: Yes. So you have to give it to the
weekend before.

PS: f see. So that's rea11y what

determines how long t.he feast is?

MT: Yes. But you can't, go longer than
that. ft,s too much. It real}y is.

PS: Now has t.he church gotten complaint.s?

Because at. one point f had a friend who

Oh, have we ever! Oh-ho, my god! f had

with Fat.her Andrew. We went to the

okay. The Mews?! The letters! They did
Did not wanL us there. But, we told
the street. We won't. put any food

vendors on your sidewalk, and we'11 steam-clean it
after, " which we did- some of the people used to go sit
on the stoop. r guess you can't. blame them. But we said,

MT:

to go to meetings

Citadel. They were

not want, us there-

them, rtWe r 11 clean
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trrtrs only once a year. rr A 1ot of them went on vacation

that week. They would real1y go on vacation!

PS: f knew someone who had the

mews, and he would have a big party one night

corner

You'd just.

o

a

o

o

e

look down, it was t.he best place

muslc, the music night [unclear]

the big nighr. of rhe

MT: We11, t.he music was every

PS: Yes, but like The Nerds or whatever

the "headline, " and we'd be up t,here. rt was the perfect
thing. You could be part of it without

MT being right in it. I remember them

up on the roof.

PS: Yeah. We had the roof-deck, and it was

just perfect.

MT: Yes, I remember t.hem on the roof . In
fact, we took pictures, because we said, 'rThese are the

people who are complainingl And there they are, up on the

o

roof." But it wasn't the people who were compraining!
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PS: No. No. It's usually all their party
friends.

MT: f said, ',There they are, on the roof !,,

And that,s it. The Feast oh, I was so

part of it.

PS: Now were you part. of it in ,84, when

Sinat.ra brought Reagan?

MT: Yes. I made the dessert for Reagan. I

wasn't. chairperson because 1990 r rea1ly start.ed.

PS : So you're going to t.he FeasL in LgB4 .

IL rs j ust. a regular Feast, in your mind

MT: No, f knew me? Yeah, I knew. I made

the cake.

PS: So how did you find out? Did you get a

o

phone cal-1?

MT: Yeah, I got a phone ca11.
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PS: Who called you?

MT: My friend pat politis. pat did the

cooking.

PS : Okay. So pat ' s j-n charge of the

cooking. She calls you up and says

MT: ',Marie, ', she says, rl

your cheesecake for Reagan.,r So I said,

So f made t.he cheesecake for him, and I

you have t.o make

"Oh. A11 right.',

brought ir. I
said, r'Look, don'L you destroy this cake.,, Becauser fou
know, somebody woul-d have to taste it bef ore he - -,, r

said, ',f didn't put anything in it. So please don,t
destroy iL.,, ft was so pretty. My chocolate_dip

strawberry cheesecake. And that went to do you know how

many people, that I made that for?

PS: No.

MT: Oh, my god! Kennedy, Ted Kennedy. Oh.

my god. How many people? AII these people 1et me show

you - [Interrupt.i-on]

3
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PS: One other question with regard to
Reagan, here. He was president at this point.

MT: Yes! He was running for that. second

PS: He was running for that second term.

So he was already president. at this point.

MT: Yes

PS: It was chaos.

PS: How did they get Sinatra to bring

Reagan'to this? what do you know about t.he background?

MT: From what I underst.and, someone in the

choir wrote a letter

PS: t.o Sinatra or to Reagan?

MT Reagan and he answered. I mean,

o

a
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he didn,t answer , they answered, his peopl_e and said,
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"Yes, we wi77 come. 'ir And t.hey came. And he [Reagan] asked

Sinatra to come with him.

PS: Oh. He asked Sinatra t.o come with him.

MT: Because it was Sinatra's homet,own.

PS: Okay. So you all know in advance. This

isn' t. some surprise visi-t

MT: No! Everyone knew. Everyone knew

You know who this is.

PS: McGreewy

MT: My pa1 . Hers sti11 my paI .

PS: Who's the girl?

MT: This?

PS: No. She looks familiar

o

a

MT: Me!
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PS: Oh! Geez.

MT: "She looks familiar. "

PS: Your hair,s so short. t.here.

MT: No! ft's pushed backt

PS: Oh. Okay. It looks like you have a

short. bob.

MT: No, itrs just pushed back.

That's Father Andrew. Here's Kennedy.

PS So how did Kennedy wlnd up get.t.ing

your cheesecake?

MT: Because my friend Maurice said,
rrKennedy's coming. you make a cake. Make a cake for him.,,

He came in, and he got the cake. He got one.

O

a

PS: Bill Bradley. Okay.
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MT: He had

PS: Brendan Byrne. yeah, I remember him

Christ ina

MT Fontanelli. She,s the one who sings

f brought her into the Feast. Now she has gigs 1n

Japan, and aI1 over. But she still, every year she

sings on the Feast. day

PS: Okay. And therers Governor Corzine-

MT: Yes.

PS: And who are these gentlemen?

MT: Who are they? you know, Irve forgoLten

who they are. A group, a r50s group.

PS: A r50s group. Okay

o

MT: And that's Russo. Herers Corzine.
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PS: Wait t.hat's Russo? Wow. I haven't

seen pictures of him in a while. He looks a lot
healthier

George Palermo. Is he a comic?

MT: No. He owns Stinky Sullivan's [bar] .

PS: Oh. Okay.

MT: .-Toe Pantoliano. We honored him.

PS: Boy, that's an oId picture of Joe.

MT: Doesn't he look handsome?

Herers Louis Vaneri. He was in A Bronx

Ta7e.

PS: Oh the trDuPrees.rt That was t.he

group.

MT: Herers The Tramps. These are all

a

o

people I had at. t.he Feast
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PS: SenaLor Menendez before he was

senator, probably

MT: Oh, yeah. That was before. That was a

party at t.he E1ks. This is pascurli- and Janezewski -

PS: A11 these political people

And who's this?

MT: This is one of the Theresa brot.hers.

He sings slnatra tunes. These are pictures r had in the

caf6.

PS: So were you standing there when Reagan

was eating your cake?

MT: He dj-dnrt eat it in f ront. of me. They

took it. They took 1t.

PS: So did he stop and talk to people?

MT: Wel1, there wasn't. that. much. They all

o

o

sat on the dais, and that was it.
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PS: And what was the reaction to having

Sinatra back in town?

MT: Oh! I was so mad.

PS: You were mad?

MT: Yeah! I was inside- I couldn,t get

ouL.

PS: You were mad you couldn't. see him?

MT: Yeah ! I wanted to go see Sinat.ra ! I

couldn't. get out. Once you were in, you were in. So I
think. not to upstage Reagan, he left. He didn,t. come

int.o the "auditori_um ll He left, and I didn't get to see

him

This is my daughter, modellrrg.

PS: Oh, yeah? She,s pretty.

Ohl That,s an old pict.ure.

O

MT: Yes. Jimmy Rose1li
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PS: Who's he?

MT: A singer from Hoboken.

PS: Oh, yes. .Iimmy Rose}l_i.

That's the caf6.

MT: That's Miss America, giving us

something from AIDS.

PS: Julius La Rosa

MT: These are all pictures that. were in
r.he

PS: Who's that? The baby?

MT: The baby, thatts Sasha. That's the one

who's in cafifornia now. we didn't get to the kids yet,

to talk about t.hem. That's Sasha.

PS: fs that a granddaughter?

o

a

o

MT: That's her.
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PS: Oh. Okay

MT: She was fifteen here; she is twenty-

one there.

PS: How many grandchildren do you have?

MT: Two

He modeled.

PS: Santi.

MT: Yes. He modeled. Now she,s in the

busi-ness- But he modered when he was four years oId.

PS: Who's this?

MT: Oh, you know, I,ve forgot his name.

This is from Kitty Dukakis that she

enjoyed t.he cake on the plane.

o

PS: Oh, you sent her a cake?
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MT: No! I gave tt to Lhem, when t.hey came

tn

PS: When did they come in?

MT: Dukakis when he was running.

PS: Yeah?

Have there been a lot of big polit.ical

names, coming into Hoboken over the years?

MT: Where? To my place?

PS: Well, just in general. you were

talkj-ng about Reagan, Dukakis

MT: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. We do

That's .Teffrey, my boy.

Sadie Hawkins Day.

PS: Now how did you become fri_ends with

Maurj-ce Flt.zgibbons?

o
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MT: Maurice was a f rj-end of my daughters,

in Church Towers where he still 1ives.

PS: Oh, does he? I didn,t know that.

MT: Yeah. Then, Iater on, especially when

I started the Feast, we became so very c1ose, and we

still -- he,s one of my best friends.

Herers Le .Tardin.

Here's the old before we renovated.

That's how it was. And this is how it. the menu and my

hands. lwhen the sidewalk was repaired and the cement was

wet, r placed my hands in the cemenL. so my handprints

are stil1 there.l

PS: Is that your family?

MT: Uh huh

PS: Is that. your mom?

MT: Yep.

o

o

a

o

a

o

o

o

o

o

PS: Wow. Good-looking family
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MT: I have two daughters. That,s Sant.i and

that's Sasha. My grandchildren. IfnterruptionJ

PS on the cape?

MT: Because people donat.e them. A pair of
my gold earrings are here somewhere.

PS: So people donate jewelry, and it. gets

put on the cape.

MT: Yes.

PS: And these donations only take place

during the Feast?

MT: That's the only tlme you put. this on

her. It comes out of the vault.

PS: The cape, or the statue?

o

j ewelry !

MT: The jewelry! The shawl, wit.h the
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PS: Right. So it stays.

MT: Yes!

PS: So each year you could add to it.

MT: You add t.o it, yes. people wil1 give
you jewelry; then they sew it on

PS: Again what's the symbolism of the
j ewelry?

MT: Because! Whatever you

PS: What.ever I want. Whatever it means to
t.he person who gives

MT: Whatever i-t means yes. For the

prayer

PS: Okay. And then Lhis goes into t.he

o

o

O

o

a

o

o

o

o

a

vault unt.iI the next. year, when it comes out -
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MT: Until next, year. Then, if anybody had

gi-ven any during Lhe year, they sew it. onto the shawI. To

the shawI.

PS: Which is different from the cape?

MT: Yes. This is the shaw1, and. this is
t.he cape

PS: So the jewelry is on the shawl.

MT: Yes

PS: Okay

MT: Here's The Blue Notes.

PS: How easy was it, to book some of these

bigger-name guests for the festival? Was that a

challenge? Or is it easy?

MT: We1l, I had, fina11y,

a

o

o

Broda, and he would get t.hem aII for me.

one Klng
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agency.

PS: Who's King Broda?

MT: King Broda has an entertai_nment

PS: Okay. And do we pay them to come
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2

MT: Yes. Yes.

PS: Okay. So if Ben Gazzara shows up,

we're paying him?

MT: Oh, no

PS: No. He shows up as a guest, on his
own

MT: He came as a guest.. He sat in the

audience and watched ,Jerry Va1e, oL whoever was up there

Pat. Cooper I forget. He just came because a friend
of mine knew hj_m, invited him, and he came

o
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PS: Now when I think of t.he festival, I
think of sitting out on the steps watching The Nerds

play.

MT: Yes.

PS: You've been talking about. an

"auditorium. "

MT: Oh ! That 's t,he school .

PS: Okay. So in the school

MT: fn the school, I already that's
where r had Jerry va1e, because it rained. r turned that
into a nightclub.

PS: You did that every year, or

MT: No !

PS: Just certain years.

o

MT: No! The year it rained!
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PS: The year it rained. you said Reagan

was in the auditorium.

MT: Oh. Wel1. That's where they had a

dinner -

PS: Oh, they had a special dinner.

MT: They had a special dinner for that.
But we never did that ! That's not. part. of our FeasL !

PS: That's what I was wondering

MT: Oh, no! Oh, no! That's not part of the

Feast -

PS: So if you had a big name at t.he play

and it was raining, you could turn the auditorium into a

MT: But we couldn't do 1t any longer.

o

o

o

a

o

a

o

o

o

o

PS: How come?
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MT: Because we don'L have a school. We

have a school, but itrs with sts. peter and paul. Now

iL's Hudson Catholic, iL,s not St. Ann's Schoo1.

PS: So you can't just use

MT: The buildj-ng is ours. Nor /ou can't.

use it any 10nger. we use iL for our meetings, but you

couldn't use it for that. rn fact, when The Nerds rained

ouL, r took them to do you know where The shades are?

ll,evelor Factoryl

PS: The Shades? No

MT: 720 Monroe. ILrs an artists, building.

PS: Oh, yeah, yeah. Okay.

MT: You know where I mean? Okay. Well, we

made arrangements t.hat, if it rained, we would bring the

entert.ainment in there, and thatrs what we did. But,, not

o

o

o

the school. ,Just to have a rain date you're going to
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pay them anyway, so as many as wanted to come were

welcomed !

PS: So when you were chairing this how

far in advance did you start.?

MT: A year.

PS: So the mj-nute it. ended, |ou start.ed

MT: Oh, yeah. I did it before. I was

thinking who I wanted the next year, to come in.

PS: What would your criteria be? When you

were t.hinking, 'tOkay, who do f want this year?,, what were

you thinking about?

MT: I 'm t.hinking about who would draw ! Who

would draw a crowd! what do t.he peopre want! what do Lhey

like! And as t.he years wenL by, r knew what they Iiked.
They liked the '50s, and r would get that group. They

riked the t7os, and r would get. that. They liked The

Nerds, r would always get rhe Nerds 1n. christina

Fontanelli for t.he last nlqht, wlth the opera. That's

a
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sort of went with t.he last night, lou know that kind

of music - Then there was the spirit.ual end of it, with

the novena, but. I didn't do t.hat. I did festivalr lou
know. That was wit.h your candles and a1l that. stuff

PS: How many people would be on a

committee, working with you on t.his?

MT: WeI1, I would have a bar committ.ee,

the zeppole

PS: Its own committee.

MT: Yeah-

PS: I l_ove that.. Its own commit.t.ee.

MT: That's t.heirs. They like the bar, too.

That's our biggest. Then everything else when I was

doing it we1l, once we did food, in the very

begi-nning. Then I just. privatized it

o
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PS: How do you select the vendor like
the zeppore? How do you say, "This is going to be a good

we want t.o do thi-s?"

MT: The zeppole? What do you mean?

PS: The food vendors. How do you 2

MT: Oh! The food vendorsl Oh, Lhe zeppole

i-s ours - The bar is ours. Then r want sausage and

peppers. I wanL a Greek. f wanL

PS: But do they apply t.o you? Do you go

out and search 2

MT: First, I search them out. Once I have

them, t,hat ,s it. Then the next year, all you do is send

the contract out., you know?

PS : So you're prett.y much set

MT: Sure. Like this year iL's easy for

o

them. They open t.he books, and the contract,s out.
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Because al1 these people know what kind of a feast it is,

SO they all want Lo come back.

PS: So how many people now go to the

Feast ?

MT: Oh, thousands and thousands. you mean

every night?

PS: Yeah. On a given night, how many

people do you t.hink you have there?

MT: Oh, I don't know. f know they used to
say we had 50-100,000 people, maybe for five days. you

know? There were thousands. There was one night r'11-

never forget. I tried t.o get through the crowd I was

plcked up. Me! why?! r'm a litt1e, peti-te woman. r was

acLually my feet. were off the ground, that's how

crowded it was. crowds, like you couldn't believe. And

every nlght ! Then r had a Lat.in night. That.'s anot.her

night- A Latin night; the r50s; the ,40s. r used to have

a Sinatra night, like '.saturday with Sinatra,, because

o

o

that used to be on TV; you know, r'saturday with sinatra.r,
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Then Id have someone who would sing rike him. oh, yeah!

Oh, my god, f had so much!

PS: How much time do you thlnk it took?

MT: Took me?

PS: Yeah. How much time, over the year,

would you devote to all this planning and everyt.hing?

MT: I didn't take vacations. I closed my

business one week before Lhe Feast, one week during, and

on week after, to recoup. Lots of work. Lot.s of work.

Because your bar, your vendors, gettlng aII those

contracts out. r had Maurice for the publicit.y, and r had

Mari-e versaci, who passed away, God rest her soul_ . she

was my secretary. r wourd just call- up. r couldn't do all
the physical r used to be on the phone, especj-a1ly in
the beginning, getting a1r t.his together, twerwe hours

straight.. My mother used to come in with a cup of t.ea, or

bring me water. "Marie, come and eat something.'r ,,No, Do,

Mother. " And how many vacati-ons r did not go on where

my friends were going to vegas, they were going Lo rtaly,a

o



o

a

o

a

o

O

o

o

Totaro-l-102

or wherever they were going. "Oh, no/ f canrt. Oh, no, I

canrt. 'r WeI1, now I could.

PS: So what is Lhe payoff in the sense

t.hat why did this mean so much t.hat you were willing

to give up your vacations?

MT: Who knows? Something inside of me

something just. inside of me. r felt 1ike,'this is what r

have to do I

o

o

PS: What are some of t.he funniest things

you remember about the festivals? Anyt.hing funny happen?

MT: No, not too funny.

PS: You talked about the t,ime when it was

SO crowded you couldnrt put your feet down

MT: Oh, yeah!

PS: WhaL el-se do you remember? Things out

of the ordinary things that stand out in your mind

o

about. different festivals-
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MT: Some of them were rough. Some of them

were rough

PS: In what sense?

MT: You know maybe a couple of people

arguing about different things. Stuff like t.hat. But I,1I

te1l you the t.rut.h. I t.hink during the festival I

don't think I was there, if you know what. I mean.

PS: Like you were just, so crazy

MT: Yeah. I did it,. You know what I mean?

r did ir

PS: Now it's on auLo-pi1ot

MT: Itrs on its own pilot. and it's going.

I would go somewhere else, I t.hink, in my head. It. must

have been like Shirley Maclaine honestly! You say,

a

"What's the funniest?" I real-Iy can't te1l you
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PS: How many people are on I know you

go at night, and there's the whole crew working the bar.

How many parishioners are needed, to run that. every

night?

MT: The bar? Oh, the whole thing? WelI,

you have, in your bar how many are in there? Twenty?

Thirty?

PS: It seems like a lot.

MT: Yeah. In there. Then in the zeppole,

you have all the women. What do you have in there?

Anot.her t.hirty?

PS: Where does the zeppole reci-pe come

from?

MT: That's the big secret.

PS: Do we know where it. came from,

a

a

o

o

o

a

o

o

o

originally?
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o

a

o

a

a

a

o

MT: No. Itts just. "always been, " and I

don't know where it came from. You'd never get that

recipe out of t.hem. Nerrer.

PS: Is it in someoners head? Or is it.

written down?

MT: I don'L think it's written. No.

PS: So a1I t.he women who have worked it

know what Lhe recipe is, in their heads.

MT: Yes. That's right.

PS: So, god forbid, one lets someone else

know

MT: Yes.

PS: Very interesting. So that's in their

brain

a

o

MT: That's in their brain.
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PS: Where did zeppole originate? Is this

like an Italian why is this an ltalian feast

lunclear] ?

MT : It.a1y ! Italy ! Of course !

PS: So t.his is something t.hat was brought

with them?

MT: Maybe. IL had to be brought with the

statue

PS: And this has always been a key

component of the Feast

MT: Always. St.. Annrs famous zeppole. Yes

That's it. And now our bar is just as famous. We started

with a 1itt1e

PS: But as you get more young people,

singles, of a certain age, who like to party, sha11 we

a

say

MT: Yes?
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PS: have you seen the bar attendance

MT go up?

PS: Because I know when I go down wit.h my

friends, we always get. at leasL one drink at the bar

MT: Oh, yeah! It's like six-deeP! Itrs

Iike six-deep! You can'L move aL that. bar

PS: Right.

MT: But when I started oh, yeah. ThaL's

another thing I did. Before I chaired, I did the bar.

Okay? Now, I mean, f did banana daiquiris, and strawberry

daiquiris. That. was t.he bar. My bar. lUnclear] bar. I

burned out three blenders. But, I mean, I had ice cream

to put in. Did I think I was in my home?! See, Lhat's the

way I entertain and I bring it wherever I go. And we

had the fresh strawberries, the fresh bananas, and I was

making those banana daiquiris, strawberry daiquiris. Oh,

lrm telling you! Oh, I don't know when that, was. Maybe in

the '70s. Probably.

o
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PS: And you wenL through t.hree blenders

MT: I went through t.hree blenders. They

were burning out. They loved them, of course

PS: Now that the festival has grown so

much, and it's drawing people from out of town do you

have any idea what. it means in terms of commerce for thj-s

town? What it.'s become, in that sense?

MT: Oh, yes ! The restaurant,s ! Oh, iL 's

t.heir best.! It.'s their besL! They -Love it! Because, I

mean the people eat at the feat.. They maybe have their

sausage and peppers. [The zeppole line is] t.hree blocks

[IongJ or whatever it is. There has t.o be a way I

don't know, they keep trying but there has to be a way

where people don't. have to wait. that 1ong. We tried

different t.hings, but it's still t.he same. The

restaurant.s are jammed, because of people golng t.o dj-nner

PS: and then they go down. f know I

o

usually eat first, and then go down.
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MT: Yeah. See.

PS: Get my beer [unclear].

MT: Right! Right! And that's what they do

They come and they and what I did was, I st.arted to

open on the weekends, [at 1 p.m. instead of 5 p.m.] They

were real1y totally against it t.he commi-ttee

PS: The committee was against it. Why were

they agai-nst it?

MT: t'Oh, no. Too many hours, " of , "That'11

never work.'r f saJ-d, rrBuL a festival has t,o be during the

day, if it's the weekends f don't say duri-ng the week,

o

a

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

tr

but on a Saturday and Sunday, it has to be open at least

1 :00 -

PS: And what was it before?

o

MT: At night!
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PS: So on a weekend, it woul-d always start

at night

MT: Yes! And I thought it. should be during

t.he day.

WeII, I did. They did it then. I think

they were stil1 a lit.tle reluctant because Iunclear]

doesn't open, I don't think, dt 1:00. They open later.

[The zeppole boot.h.] But. then, you know, it's so hot in

there but then they have shifts. But still, there are

the main people who have to stay t.here for hours, and it

is very, very grueling. Oh, it,s like a furnace in there.

PS: Werve talked a lot about the

commercial- and the entertainment. What does the Feast

mean to you as a Catholic? As a parishioner of the

church? What does the actual Feast, the 26'h, mean to you?

MT: It 's St.. Ann. I 'm very devot.ed Lo her,

and she has so many devot.ees. Thj-s goes back. You're

saying, now, almost a hundred years. So this is embedded

in us for generations. See, we go back. St.. Annrs 5L

Ann's Day this is a hoLiday for us especially for

o

the people who come from San Giacomo. And most. of the
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committee that I had do you know, mosE of t.hem were

from San Giacomo. f don't mean they

PS: The family.

MT the family were from St.. Like you

take Maurice, and you take that. ot.her gir1, who passed

away Marie Versaci there were other gir1s, on the

food committee, their families were from and it's not

that I chose these people because they were from the

town. It just so happened that we were all from San

Giacomo.

PS: But. it. just seems t.hat there's

something abouL thls saint because you have St. Peter

and PauI, and I don't. see

MT: No, it St.. Ann, it's her. Itrs her

ft's because she's the patroness of mothers and girls who

want to become a mother, who pray to her

Now I'I1 tell you a story about. she was

a reporter, ,Jewish. She want.ed a chiId. I said to her (a

Jewish girl), rrYou pray to St. Ann. Pray to her. You wi77
o

o

become pregnant.r' You know, she became pregnant, and she
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named her daughter Ann. That's why the people are so

devoted to St. Ann. It's not only to become pregnant. I'm

not going to pray to her to become pregnant although,

she was sixty. She was sixty, when she had Mary. And Mary

had Jesus

PS: Right. At fourteen.

MT: Right. The mother was sixty, she was

fourteen. Or fifteen.

PS: So it's a comfort for mothers to pray

to her.

MT: Yes. It's just a comfort. I can't

explain it. And every year, when she comes out of the

church, and everyone's just standing there all teary-

eyed, just tears and you could see 1t every year, and

every year the emotion is exactly the same. You'd sdy,

"After so many years, yourre still ?u Soon as she

comes right out and you see that statue Irve got the

chills now you just get so filled with emotion. And

there are so many, who come from aII over that day, to

o

a

a

come back Lo honor her.
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PS: People who have grown up here and

1eft.

MT: You know people who have left. They

went to other towns, ot wherever they went. They come

back.

PS: What about the younger generation?

Because you talked about when you were a chi1d, getting

involved.

MT: Yes, we have the young.

PS: Are they mainly out of the parish?

MT: Yes. Yes. Yep. My daughLers worked in

the bar. They always helped me do whatever. Oh, yeah.

PS: Are there other pari-shes were

descendants of this town have gone, where t,hey have feats

o

o

along the lines of t.his? Have you heard of anything?



o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Totaro-l-l14

MT: No. Huh uh. I know they have the big

feast in San Giacomo, Ital-y.

PS: Oh. Okay. So t.he Lown has a big feasL

for St. Ann. The town where it started has its own big

feast.

MT: Yes. Yes.

PS: And this is paying homage to it

MT: Yes. And she has a husband, St.

,Joachim. They've been honoring him on that d.y, too.

That's supposed to be his feast. dry, but. it never was. I

don't know when that came abouL.

PS: Have you ever gone to the original,

back in Italy?

MT: No. San Giacomo? Itve been to Ita1y,

but I'm sorry. I never wenL to San Giacomo, or Sicily.

o

o

I've been there a few times, but never t.here. No.



o

o

o

Totaro-l-115

PS: I'm going to add another tape. Itm

going to ask you a f ew other quest j-ons.

MT: Then you can come back.

o

o

o

o

o

a

o

o


