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“HL’:: val ted m, Boston, for some=
thuln‘ motre derious than stgaling,”
’\h Blo“mn, gravely.
I 'handed Tad the lécmewd siachal, to-
Mason's jewelry, ‘

itl will ba 'ref
Mr. Jones to
1tof-skin sachel

oy with h:J's‘ wifa |

rlmynever {cctn‘e B}.osemm w lnp
| membeved, had £AuSY
restore the little- allis
tu 1ad, in thc streets g);f Boston, a long-

and, Polly, wh
compliance 4 Wwith M s St
invitation, wcu'* slu}\\ n into the qumnt
old-tima room, Inlloy'\(-d, L momenb or
two later, by the Misons+-Miss
Wenuprf her hest
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"Tei! ]um the qt! el mare, Mr
B]ossom," cnml 1 u}dP w ho Jwas wildly
excited; wshe can trpt ever so much.

Brown | l’ete-mnnd oh'

lnp.m ,Jnmo'mﬂ' up

f en's, suppuqm,
fora spull, an’

bmf pm i of wmtmg,

r ina smb of faster- than

please let me go, tool]t. "

The : detective n-la ced -sharply at.|
“ You ean go,” he
X s()llO] mave, Mr.
P0t£01, nnd be qmcl, abont it,” he
greatly, ’l)p“ ildered, Mr.
I’ottvl l)n\lod his  divections o his
wxf(. who repeated thet. from the back,
o the husllml, in the stable-

II CO'QVEHSE,,
'l ADAMY™ "BLOWN Ou
'ro BLA v ).“'" GRAFRON," G,

in whieh v r_',
undertone, aut
heard on the|
Smith nervously luuuez
copnter th 1rg.:.cu of the tallest and
: stifiest gen Impmn she }
wllD “had ji Gt ,ultul ed

Aumon 05' o P 1o '|.
vhereat Miss

out. to on- therton. “ho

hamed of hig -
oain info his! cHair,

fil eibsided. I.‘nd, und nodde

’ [C’op_/rf j'l.mi 1559,
’ i
(llem‘boy 13

ad ey 01 seen

C A TEB XIL'
within. their ¢ Hrasp,

"_[‘lm is Mr lhcrton-—MJss d of 3 cliw that
Smlth,” 8ai T'u]
Misxs Smlth cour emed pumly ‘The
is head about

ufli-l‘ \\lnch core-
|..0n;, lu, w m |-m' o.l it (0 the sitting-
; prisent NI to tlle

olhpur v whoso plescucB
‘ith great sur

But tlm gopd | Jlady lmnwlh.lt ', sealed the fence

duwn and wiot { o lcttﬂ to "J
m relation ¢
\Tard posted it | vnh hev own fhunds.

she had anew lock put
on-encli-of the outer doors, :md oven
went 80 far a bg)ha.ve Tad clefn and
load nn old 1l nb~ ocL musket, t wnt hiid

ot think, I’lﬂf‘ il

Polly sn.gl th.
Iunﬂf of the sprt,
nmmux@d wor T.E: L

it wad some-
MH Flage
s'uuc eﬂcct..

“How was LY agks
-50 his ‘ curt way,gs T
out on the pinzza.
in giving a t(nlcw,l:l)'
t]l(‘. robhbery ‘
stancbs-which had 3
positive as to ﬂw mul ‘
| e (lLl(’(.ll\Q
m'ul\u] npplmm"b ‘
rattled round to the
And, springing after
snatched, the teilus f;mn t.he hostlm 8
hands, chivruped to
and they were ofl.
“It’s a straight rog
only .one- ln'll,‘L g141)0n1 Tad,
breathe was almost l[l]u m awiiy by, the
.tpuhtv with which/
was bv'iuff whitled
nimble hv(,h of ti
long "as he lives h will neyer forget
that ‘night drive overthe 1¢vel, dusty
highway, lined on. ‘mm side by the
donsc piny grawth ?-cuh.u 1o llu. Nu\
England  States. |
H[‘JII) ful[ i as it- gmdu.ﬂlv rose
twu-tn 15 gleit patcles
nd shadows were

wd ‘follbwod him

}u ‘thermore,

i .1.‘ swi';glloxn'eti ;
pll(et] as her|
," (and {took up

*toneontrolled
st hecould, and,
ib! pi)él:et.‘b(%

\wait ey ents,
vhat she nfters 4ud
‘llf']ltEOUS iptlignaut
16r Lmttmg, M.
fhis impatience as b
rewing o paper i
came sceming,

mde hil\j almaost |

ept: standm g ut tl
- best, for my

ask in these
o mmo 50 '8 to
ng ‘Il IJL donge

I foel 1t i m) ‘bones thut
one more trial for tlmt
3, nl.lcul.nlg,,
rh:}lt's init is well wort.h
g irisk for; but,
aware  when lms weil oﬂ
keep awayt |

frien's and nughh( r3

low’ll muake ‘
m l]\(} sure that ev’ly t

sachel,”’ she 5
knows thu.t ¥

) its columns;
rged with ench
) confidential
tmnr're cvents

seamepering up an U
- 1w soucl mure
while tho Flagg '
dther and Miss|S

lln(lci."tone, reg

Ath titon did not 1to ]\11d leboro—

lml;, “cll 1(’.(‘1(’(] {wth he explanation,
Lut he sile tl;, bovied, dnd seated hin-
sulf in - Miss bmith ~a
ntuw it pair
c}e-n'l 1850 ncxms Tis

glance over t]man of them. and
an Jmpxesnve

seem p wticu-

the light huge,
nlunrr ‘Lehind t]le
1y snud mare.

o
m-sscd and th rockinz chair

vd i an answer, to the effect

. A, “\would be in B)tpmt: on
br (lﬂy. and wounld ('10 him-
101‘ of c.llhnn' uppn Miss
BT Femdenee. m tl ¢ even-

A—F

Smith recen

v
-

) lmd flashed

P
domingnt thopg
" h[amm',s men-

across |his ni
tion of. the lops

humorously re-

the tnllowm fs thmut in

“l‘lus—er—\ mlth, whaom I dlm]y re- |
lunm'r seen
said Ml Atlier ton, with & dignitied movc-
ment of his slender white lmud toward
'lud who glood near the o]d seey ctnr_}
1¢ un the way
me concern
in which Ly proy

Smith, at h

half dqarkness ‘eet in the di-
Teelion of Pot
i For,ian. hoh

\]\'nlkinn' thc 1

,cqmuw to a climax,
mth, au.fully taucking the
rlin ’n pwmu -hole of [the old-
s¢erptary in the fron q1t1;1|m'~
I fruess you'll get yonr five
lajs reward, after aH nud
T Edw uu]-t or v ]mtv\ or hiy namp
have; h\b e uh v fov Ins D lms

bcfme, while }

) pundmg the
of 'thmlml(‘ light |

thrown across lhc road. “M1 Blog-
som, whose thin,
shiow the slightest 13
bolt»uplifrht on “thg.
b feet firmly braced, m shmtmuscnhr
arms§ L\tCll.dQll Kl
him, as vigid as hays oi stegl fu)m the
tantened. reing, which wert wound in
one tmn 1\Tmui cach of lnstumH neq—

which, gcncnﬁ
whelc. h: I]_)l)l‘}‘ll"l.]
one of the Jonj
dingy nnfutm('*nt« g

mr il!v m: mnc:

=
-

l
e of emotion, sat

ows Hnto the i X
- buggy-seat, with

fed Ly, ‘thoe nime
here, father to
# richly. attired
'(;1' f:t@.{c, slttlllg

Lpu sume, lna—-—cr

jlns sur p11=p He noti
dady, witli a

ixply, and Captain|] o0 the worn H.

nnd “]11 ¢cto red
t;llnﬁf_ht. to hnn

P()Hl'i 5——'[11[-' S And tlwn ln;

ln.a— and Lad,
b this one moro
Wi LIl\gl to and
him‘ as being

ou}d lnlwu. it, bl
t'lcu'l'ujly w cll—drb

secretly mar
particular n‘it
One tiuuﬂ' 3
1.1t11e1 pceulml, A\
spite the w .n;mth
the Stlun"m [wor
parel n 10nrr silk
to the one \\chh I &
tant g part i in his
city; even to the|.
he can"ht a mpy §
Joc Wlutney hhd joi 1ed ]mn in, his
walk,and, no;:cl g thy
gnze,| 'had “lunpc ul confuh,ntmll'.
"Sn.} that's m
zoin' \lo give mp:
over .;to Middleboro,
train:leause Tie L‘E‘.n ts
\She' s, m a higdwrry,” fdded Joe, with
a. glecful chuui.le." Y50
ing up Brow
ono better trottey i
Pottci & ‘-mru_l i

hopped down,, E\ulunlb Mr. | hot only
kndw how to drive
possible speed (:uLJ f thes uu.l ‘mare,
-With her smail ear
nosg pointing forw:

animal scemed 4o 1

gether with Mra.
which he had t'ﬂu-n jrom ‘RBiwanly

pocket with professional dc\leut\" )
¢If theve's dny yéward oflered for sH e
this, you've ear pcd vomr shavg of it,""

the detective remarked; and theu the !
iy back in’ comp'u- P

ol j\:ul hm-n placedi
: \'cl? fc)l‘ safie ]iw'pin :
ckald the deawer,
‘ to.” Then sho held i6{
¥ ip by the fu undlies
u Ly umfv« I'm dr tfni curi-
ons | to know [ what's ifisidle’
m:ul\ed, us sig helld it at herfear, au(l
shuok it vigoi nhl\ '
for enc thing-+1',
‘something like 1 b
Mbut nevir mmd l.ul—~“ ’ll
u.buutqt te -mul row night,”

ing, she r¢ php-(l the sachel, lncl.ml tho
drn{'(‘(. nd qusppml the Lc\. iuto her
uncmm-mu»

e, enntinued the
onderous way  of
wew Ql proceed

laid back ‘and. her
rd, lhu intellizent
wderstand th.ttnow,
if ever, her best cft lt: w utc 1equued “the
and hec slim Jegs
the miles with Ion , ut"ﬁ(l\ strides that
ptibly - gnp\ﬁ_ longer

of tll_. Jﬂl} ov uun*r

I3 fmm his pocket
L 1 it, and begm

e¢ made their -
"m\e silenee,
Joe hid fished: himself . from the |
duck puddle, uuharnessed Brown Pete [*
from thc ov clt\n m,d \'(‘nu‘n.‘,,‘ ‘w'h \\ s 4,

ucul W, velty ‘:imil iy
wed o impor-
HW n; ejadus: from tho
mmg. of which

measuring off
0" Ih(ma Npera

1 p as follows: Iten
L hox, containing
u\qln' L\\o W )-t:

seemed to imperc

ﬁrst “1 ltL pust bum
ancl sy ifter as shefwarmie

' she wnhmmd

was going nearly
t\\o miles to Bmi\ n Pete’ 3!("1(‘, at her
pl osent ite pf spépd.

smgul i trio ug nuul hnn in thc 10 ul \
he was scraping himself with a stick,]
while the fwo horses, cavefully” ])11\11]\-‘ f
eted, stood, with drooping he.uhl—:-mlll' o
recking sides, by the roudside. ‘
“W cll by gmcu:{)u-,' this beats all tha;
rides ever I took! said Joe, s e
minutes later, with Tad at his sifle, “ho! *
drove slowly toward- Bixpert, while ﬂ'tw &
dctecll\c fuﬂmu(’rwk)u, bchmd wnlll

divcetion of his '-“l(l ‘-01101 nhn‘

swith Lu‘m sll.n\'—_
tm, one puir. sol

carals W mo‘h Trembling w ith

eld his hat on with
. I
withy the other

e *e\-—l’ottm 3,
ter Lo drive her |
oue h.md, W hilt\,
clung to the il ,‘(*f the bugg
pines aund hcniIucL
road secmed lhm;wh} like lightning.
b briefly said Mr.
Blossom, \qlwukmr for t[w first thme
sinee they had stg -t ed.
the moonlight ros{: ]
Youd w huh lay Mlddh,bmu, about two._
Jutlined againss. the
‘Pdlb ribbon-like Lo'ul was a black mov-
ing ObJCLt, al tho s;«rht. of “-hlt,h Tad's
‘heart gave a gle.ll. throly of excitement.
M1 Blossom ioph the longy slendor
wlup from the | socket and
touched the sor w'!lm wo's heav mgﬁa.nlx
Whe\\‘ Tad Ligzan to-wish he was
s'm.l) aback on 3.
Such going! llgt. mare \vns muking

¢ uf the: wheld
dyed anil fifty do'i\
e mlu hles,” lw ohxcned .

I h" ”"“ F"f “l yare the hostler.

Aby 4 thick clump of 11. (et hiee
uu? il Doty watehing ep
rement fn m '.\JA]ml ity llnnu"‘h

which bordered the

they"re Imrness-
fe, ar d thet'e isn't but
e stable—that’s
dnd she’s a reitu-
ike most boys,

astf horse, and, be-
drivel for ‘his years,
ides and occasion-
| ocensional pas+
Adifferient destiun’ﬁous

neement, ‘fare mmﬂ_y ]e“el . “ Thére;they i,

nging to wyself as sole sur-
v um"‘ lmu of tho ht( Atherton f'!.ml]y ?

hie continued, re-
thn mt‘c-huuk “fami
: [Power of attorn ¥
"(Hu ther, 8. K. Athep-
hertbn .hnmeqtmd will:
Clc\‘ -bmll Atherton”

Faiy a’hc‘ ad 111 . J"
Winslow’s: h‘n “Me Lmﬂ’”lemlncd Tad,” whb was

“reeovered s.mhe] ver v

hn s were pnl e(l down, the
Genie l:unp Kghted, jand Miss
the hend of t]w dining-room

an po ning out the tea, on the
tlu, arrival of J. H. A,

| was v‘my f(md offs holdmrr the

ing n‘ll excellent
obtamcd gratuit
al qumtws by, t
scngprs to t]leu

miles distant.
“Won t folk's eves stmL out, thoucﬂng

when they comtfto hear ull about it}

to-morrow!™ and (Tad replied- that ho -
rather guossvd s, and N
his' heart, he toll: his companioa thy
whole story, fron hrrrummrr to ead, nt’
which recital, as: tlu- storids sny, Joc's
.u.i l)vttm hia.mmc'lucﬂ "

t.he stage’ll 1i3 late; it wen, opemnn

when there’s any thing of im-

lmnhf " pbsery cd Miss
ing wdisconsolately fnt the
ock whose lmnds

of tle stage, with Mr,
oI pussenzoer—a
. who ouly spoke in

Athof'tun and ot
amnl] silent ma
monusyllahlos,

could not; distin rux:h 1
dm*Lness~—ch OV

pormnce oq
\\ ns ihL, reply.

Miss Smith, mo
s.w. eiary drawer, 'md
sdrt the key, *4ft
(ml-'slmn s to thds

Potter’s pinzza, astonishment: ¢
than dcsenhvd o
Bixport was o owild stateof .fex- :
mént when they prrived:
the robbul_) , with some marvelous eny-
-| bellishments \dlqpu.ld like wildfire."
A real! cumm.tl and an actua) Q¢-
tective in _their 1nudst' No one, af o
this, would- ever, dare to call Bxxport
55 little, slccpy, om! horse tow n," auch,

pnle-f aced ci

to- the h ar, .the gathering

Joe's commnmmlmn
t'md the mysterigus ochppant of the par-
101, ull,Le, from s mind,
dlscorel ¥ of "the robh
‘son’ swom, wlhien, ad
husland’s suddén 1qucuu! tu tln, loss
of thia cloak culqml a pew iden to ovenr
- | to hlll;l, which Yrought theincident jugt
mary iated fi (,sh}_y to m
rusluurr from llgc rooi.
Dut,! glmv,uwmto an
as- he hinrried ! aloug
spedd to his fyi nw fed
rival at. Pullc[ s, in
hented condition, Tad|
‘head-firat ngainst the
nhc{ had been ;I\h .
passengety s T wis:
with 2 cigar inhis mouth. |
cusing bimself, Tid bmatzpmta the of-
er, who weighed
'pounils, was sit-
eves.‘:w:lﬂing the

ing towad _tlu
- | proceeding to
things ! thes,
you'v e 1 ean

I hnpe not!”
L to tell the hfuth
1 ibout Tad and the mys.
hel, Ihave been fairly de-
h [curiosity to know its con-

"The stoxg (Fl

_

il after thoe
‘1y nf Mh M-

smce I 1C11

qmmwd r1Tnup’t
: iocked. With a fi
£, sie ]and it open
{

The dm{\'er wds un
paler thhn ash:
it was e np(\ !

e, Miss Smith, you've goi
safely under lock
emarked, he]pnin’ lumsc]l

’ikhe *r.nxpvd dlcrpﬂmv
“Thieves!™ ghe
;l_-,, as they all v

fid, and sent him
Nét only this,
lalmdst certainty
Y it added such
t that, on his avs

to the|: emcst,

screamead, hw erie
to thch fuct .u d wime crow dmﬂ".\b
':hL sluwkod, in

toa bls u:b -l:
np in the ﬂbcretm'y drawel.

s in my pocket,?
Had the "old~
eon a birgla-proof snfe,
with combination leck, 4110 could hardly
Qrave sp lmn with more couhﬂullce. ‘
“Auybody might glip in [the froni
door aul ]nck the loil-}‘ though,’
ason “hodenrlyloved

4t0 “tensg Mijss Shaith. !
L “Th front door's Ipeked find holted,
i6'5 sundown,” answered Miss
and ag'/the settin'-
tton down to the
o great danger.”

Mnss Sniqh ‘still h igher i.e\' “
since [s{x o clnc k-

there | twn, f r I

Lth lt Q,u.u-l wi

small; silont man
Atherton’s fellow-
\'n}Limrlhe pi‘wza o

4r0"c._n-on ’”
voice Iqlml he[' 0

pxccc .of news Mr.
incredulous, Capiain
afe astounded, Polly
dldered, Mu. Makon.
- Mason overwheln ed!
! mu‘t(ud the Iatter gua-
tlcmfth asa ‘gudden thougiit sceme lto].
IM I nm’f “lu little gzrpup
st'umn‘ t]um Jh nq cuch othar, e bo

into }ns o“ I mm

1

ITING cznsx-:
had never excelled |
.aven at the BIId‘t l« haoro twuing—pm‘k." ;
If a wheelishoull e oflt
But now, ast
_on, the team in ¢
that the purstes

ﬁceﬁ where My
neni‘]y three luﬁ ndred
tmﬂ' in his shirtssle
w England’ Furaer.!
“Sm, Me. ’I’ultq'."
brenthlecsly, “how
gone with tha
the long black clouk
l”‘Eh?" restlonded
mg up fmm

such time us cl

‘Smith, [seqrnful]y, “
room vlndem all b
top. I guess there’s
“Buf odr’ ¥oum opens diveetly into
the sitling-room, snd, you know, we

nlwu) ]-.enp ourwmdous ]ﬁublled up,"
wh‘lkinv at hu:

thelr re-
v {.fmll('ll rapidly up-

vance, it was evidént
liad friecome aware of.
Uprlthe Jong hil sped
'the ﬂegt styides of the
mcd with “increasing
Ingr Anelinc—and
tlu, (hstmﬂ hﬂ'lzt-, nf Mlddlcbol'o
t,own were t'hsh‘uctly visible.

gasped ~ Tad,
cngr has Jue Leen
nn-;—pnsscugur'-—iu
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having .h¢cn thc o
-upon it by a resident &
Leaving ‘Jod | expli ning to the wﬁn-
dering crowd’ that ind assemblod |
foro Potter's, their joint shhre in
exciting incidentsof the evening,
hugging the sache] under one
while across the other was’ thrown lm
circular cloak] hurried, with jgybus
steps, back to Miss Smith's, .
Burstmg impetuously into the
\v.hi.re sat tho little .
pnn}, to which Mr, Mason, wha nd..
ed from nn nnsucehss-
n"deputy. sherff, had-
; Tad- tossed the lngA
thc lapof Mr. Ather-,
usmg him‘to drop ﬁm
paper he hnd|been perising dpsidé-
down, and, with it, his dignified re .
to such an cktent that lm oxclp n
“Gracious gupdnesa," for which est
once npologized, ns his. tremhiidg:
fingers applicll the little keyé to the’
kep-hole; while Tad, with big polifest.
bow,* presente astomshad Mu. M B
with her recevered jewe]ry an the
iun-lined circ lar. = -
25 all muid, nmht',
m _top 1o [bottom,-or 1d
t, too,” he} addéd, as- Mgs
‘with an_exclsmation  of” delight
overad prope Vel

rmch 01CO, C{l.Sﬁ
Mumleboro i

BlO“ i Pete, bui
8011@1 nuate fu}l

‘Mr.. Potter, look-
Tiis puper and speaking
ting (|Ch|)(‘l'lhﬂll, “how
lonvP Lemnw sea.
hlslvomc for thc Lren
thﬁ other roop, *ho
Whitney be'nl; away|
P 'sengel —thy
dous lu‘uryt i

) incrense thé genpral |- -
Y ihe ohserved, 1)01.1,!1{;
vhithe door witha gl
ile, "but im compelled to
hat 1]1&3 thibf lmsdlw mken"
“Na! my | Roman
John dc.n,“[

lmpleﬂ nntnqﬁ

"Do K4 | pind him, Miss
e, ¢*be's always tr} ing to mght
ebody; it-he can.’
"1\\Imsntbomm the wpods, to "be
seart by owls,” nnswclcd Miss Smith;
,at wluch’ 1etort Mr. Mason laughed,
.w ed lu: prcsoue—dlsh for a

pfit of his mfe. in
vlong's that young

withithat «ir l.tdy
in suc’h n tremen-
hddlubon er P’ !

?I,

uﬂk?’rhﬂ,«xv ‘
" Mr. Blossom’ H]'P“ were tightly com-
ngc ed from the flying
;mtull PV ]:"htq, for,
el mare was deing het
cnt that she wns

ut(nnplad lns
c]n,sﬁl o her han iq in xn.mu ma
“c’ln:u t say that.
rieve ;a A nbhbed to £ay 80
Mason, with nﬂ‘qcted
1 fl50 to. radd tha
vatch and chain
way, but the bigg
ave béen despoile

pressed, as lu-

t.honrvh the soy
bcst, lt, was \ma -.-\ul

Blown Pct» d
specd at the be Anning Of
seemed nedrly
CSYou'd bettw pnll up demﬂa-—
Tm bouttd lo
Blossom, in o
" |irgée above the Lmmmﬂ' wheels.
YFirst cate I}om hare," shouted a
,mo"kmg _yoicey ns the speaker, whose
plumed hat hail dropped off; wurned on
‘the"‘aest and }|looked back, He had
‘snabched the xeins {rom ~Joc's hands
lnb the fivst ing atmns “of pursnit, and:
o’ whip unmercifn]ly,
keeming agony of terror
Jangorovs charanter
iad dropped mto the

Thc sm.lll man
: the open doar, must
wr mqmsnthe nat-
4 cmu between his
hme to tne

'J H[A. find his
:uskcd Mrs. \[.15011, after o

“H w \nll Mr. love,"| said Mz

o per 1n-
ha e heul 0

lue. for, ho]dznﬂ' ln
ngers; and his hdad o
sxde, he, too, ‘Lemul to hstrrm for “Mrs,
Pottel B 10\}) nse. i
' %‘I’letly mgh half 'n b
P()L’tcl.1 i throggh
W lly, who “.tuH to know?" .
Mrs Potter,” . ex4 |/

ivon at o lcss rate of

only;} Have * your
sthc: ]ou_rney.

stolen‘ sﬂenﬂ)
trunk |seems|to |
a dr‘esg or two, {
cir c{llfu', which
bmna-mg. in spm

Bloomily. retu
ful search fou
joined hims

toPotrLers to mee
]nm, returued Tiss Sm1th glnncmg,
e 'tulpo —4Potl 15" being the;|-

ountry tavern \lvhere the stage:
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