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Text of tha" Imon‘. II Kl.ngn i. l5-27.
Oo-mlt Verses, 15-17 — Golden Text,

Ném. xxxil, 2&—C‘ommontu7 by Rev. -
D Jll. Stelms. C .
w frun Im H Quarmﬂy b .
[ m of H & Hommaipgublluher. Ph:'h&me:
15, "Behold. now I kno ha.t. there is no
God in all the earth but in 1 R
Thus spake Naaman as, having returnod
with: all his. company m Jordan, he
ahoodbotorethaman of .and prayod'
him to_accept a blmsing n - the form of.
money'and raiment. - . i
16. “But he said, Asa the Lord liveth .
fore whom 1 stand, I will' receive non
‘And’ he urged him ito takoit buat he
fused.” | l
" Thus spa.ko and acted the . man of God.

. | Hé'was not rich in this wor]d's goods, and
yet he turns away from riches when vol- .

untarily offered to ‘him, and apparently
from a grateful heart. How different from "
most people! How different from, the
‘chtireh’ of today, which in the. ost ungod- .
ly ways seeks to raise money or what/ is‘
called the Lord’s work! : )
17. “Thy servant will hencetorth oﬂ'er. '
nmthet burnt §fféring nor sacrifice unto
othergods, bu nto the Lord.” - '
: Naaman' truly to have turned
from idols to serve -the living and true

" God (I Thess. i, 9), and  he desires to take o
home with him some of the earth of the '*

Lord’sjland (Hos. ix, 8), that when he offers o
gacrifice to the Lord he may do it literally
upon holy ground, though in & far country.
He did not understand the worship of Je-

hovah; hedid’ not know that God wonld

| bear him from any soil (I Kings viil, 48,
49), but he seems- sincere, and iﬁ,any ona-:

ainoerelydesirestoknow God He'willen-

lighten hlm_ “Then shall we know if we -
follow o1 to know the Lord" (Hos. vi, 8).

18, “Shen I bow down myself in the-
honau lof; Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy
Bervantin’ this thing.” -

~ 18. “And be sald dato him, Go in peace.”
This is the decision of the man of God in- L
: the matter, and this is his blessing., See _

in H Chron, xxx, 18-20 how the Lord par:
donquisown people, and. allowed them
to ead the passover otherwise than as it

_ h}wmten. And observe that the atti-

of the heart toward God iis more; in ;
sightth&ntheontwardfo rm, .

£0. “But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha..

thomnofGod.sald . &8 lm;t‘.!m]:x:ord

.. liveth I will run after him and; take some- -

what of him.”

Hero fs an idalater indeed—an idolater .

' in Israel, an idolater in the housa of'a holy .
isi id

ﬁ):ol. 1il; 5).. 'He forgot thas the'law m |

oovetousnm, and’ that:Achan was

storied snd] burned becauss of his cote-

) todnness(E::. xviii, 81; Josh, vii, 21). o
2L "“So Gehasi followed after Naaman.” ' .

When Elisha gaid “Go inpeaoé,"Naaman -
departed but it seems that he yvent ‘bat a -
little way ere this covetous Gehazl overtook
him. -

Living with one like Elisha how was = -
1t that he had not more of Elisha's spirit?

“And when Naaman saw him ruaning’

after-him he lighted dowt from the echar.
fot-to meet him, and said, Is all well? o

,Or, a8 -in the margin, *Is there peace?”

Themawas little peace in that covetous .
soul. " “There is no peace, saith the Lord ..
unto - the wicked” (Isa. xlviii, 22; lvii 21).

“The way ot peace they know not” (Is.a.
“Andnemd, .A.llis well. My mas- .

ter hat.h sent me' * * '
4 23 “And Naaman sald, Bo content, take~ .’
two talents. ' .

¥ His little: acheme wias . working. well;
Lymgseemedtobeapamgbnﬁineas. He
*| bad only ventured to ask for onb talent of -
sflver, and now two . talents are pressed .
upon hifn, which, with some urging (1), he

to reoeive. Some three thousand
m for'one le; manyaman has lied

tor even ten or five dollars or less, and- ™ -
'j-boys and girls have been known to lie for
1 & very'small amount, -

24. “And when.be came to tho tower -

. (Margin, secret place) he took’ them from
 their hand .and begtowed -them  in the
“hHouae: and lm let the men &9, and they de-.

Hmhad no desiré to make s great di.splay FAN
bf. his riches, at ‘least not for the present.
:He had that which he coveted, itm safely--
1n -his possessiod and securely deposited,
and no one about the premises wa.s any the -
wiser, as-he thought; and ,liko the rich .-
fool of Luke xii, 19, he perhaps said .to -

“himself, What a good time I¢can how have!
25.-"He went in and stood before his
mutar »oo.
Adif noth.ing ha.d trmspimd worth men-
‘tioning, as if he were a very devoted and
faithful servant, as if. he would say, “My

-dear master, thou man of God, whatf'i.s thy
‘pleasure?” We read in Ezek. xxxiif; 81, 0f -
some who *‘sit béfore theservant of God as .
the people of God, and they hear His words
bat’ they will ‘not do them; forwit.l‘ their
mouth they show much love, bat

their
heart goeth lafter their covetouanms." o

- “And Elisha said unto him, .Whence

comest, thou, Gehazi? And he sa.id Thy

servant went no whither.”

-Lie upon lie, This is at least the third In

'| this transaction; How hard the heart
grows! |1t is| deceitful above all things,

anddesperatelywicked (Jer. xvii, 9). What
a gulf has opened between hlm and Lkis

master! . Let some boy . tell, how he felt,

E wher, having spent the afteSnoon in some

forbidden place §r way, he was adked at the
table where he had been. ;Let some
say how they I#el abont ‘Prayer

_ whentheyhavo been doing what they know
'r'__Goddoosnotapprove, L :

26 “Went not mine hoan with thee,

whentbnmanturmda.gnintromhhchax-

 of the March Db
m:othnthographdd ‘

filled with s};rm
is'& perfect:fash.
leteand attractive

iot again to meet thee?”
Ah, Gehazil he’s got you novy Covets

onsneosiskbadthlnganqllyingwon't -

help it any.| *‘Be sure your 'minslwill ind

| you out.” '{*A'lying  tangus fs but for's_ .-

joyment. of anyth.ln .

8
_ﬁy And even though not in -
Hfaisthesinld&blre,them'h a day
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