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Lntour sprung to his fest, took a rapi(l
torn er.the trees, then turned and-
stbpped n the deep shador.

. “Lowv agam"" he repeated scomngly

< Why, , a dozen times! I have
aworn tim -lips " that wers nearest wero
the lipa that were dearest!- I have cast
off the black e)'es only-to tire of the -
blua"——

“Stop! You are not speaking honest-
17.” Everett's voics was cold and stérn,
'"I still believe the,brother of my boy-e
hood d'true maq, and euch do not forge‘;
lightly.”

Thera was a long pause Thonnht. in-
the brain. of cach peopled theo mlence

- | with memorisd shapes too fast ta Admit,

of words. .Evarett spoke” first—hurried-’
1y, as though the words cost him an ef- _

| fort and he would be rid of themi: ,

“Adrien, Beverly Mason died fonf

| years ago—a, singmlar deatli; on the an-
| niversary of his wedding day almost to

is side
and‘n charred paper on.the salvet'by it.
Eea.Ft trouble, the doctors said.” .The

‘the'hour. He was found | mhuEhalr & .

| sil was unbroken ‘and he went on
_| slowly, ““One tiny scrap onl¥ of that pa:

per was unconsumed, and, Adrien, that
scrap bore your nnmel" . !
The Creole still stood: sllent but his
thin lips closed tighter under his rans-
tache, and the haggard look on his dark

‘| face sarted but ill with the mountebank

garb. At last he spoke calmly, but thh
great effort:

*Dale, if you valua our fnendsh' nev:
er speak of this.agzain., That “Wdman's
name has leen blotted from m: brain
gince the night she gold herselfl” It
‘uever cross Iy llps again, so hel
‘God!l” -

- He raised “his hand in the moonlig‘h‘, '

as Everett turiied away and eried: - - -
“How she sold herself you have never :
dreamed!”
. Then silence again fell behveen them. ™
Adrien’s faco-was dark and set. Over
Dale Everett’s emotions pla.fed and flick-
ered like clouds ac the moon's, tem--
pering, not hiding, the great hght' of -
pity that shone npon hls riend as he
thought: :

 ¢Dare Itell Mmrnotv—' o o
. At Yength Latour turned am] asked,
not in rm]]ery,,ﬁui; in mtekei_

Afd—yonr" v l

ave and do,” Dale unswered 'No
do not sL'n't 11 n;n not married.  But one—
woinan:is far more to me than wife
could ever be!| I am, true to her as -
though the sacrament had made us one;
to | my highest happiness td make her the
pride,'the envy of all ot.her womenl” e

“Yout” The | | Creold ‘stared at his .

man!* | |
" “No, not waate 1t, Everett answered
geatly. ‘“But I do 411 this--for love!”

There was mlence any fhought in~
Everett’s ‘'brain| was apgain sha.dowmrr
the face he raised to the moonlight, La- ~
tour kept his bent in tha shadow of the -
orango tree, ‘\ ’ '

' Suddenly D.ﬂe started' np, mnttering .
to himself, “Ther'e is 5]8 way. only!”
Then he turned 1o Lato “Wait!” -he
sald quickly. “Yon sh:ﬂl B28 my ei- :

uml’l

Hastily draww, tha domino over Ins
mniform the Federal general passed info
the strept. And as he ‘went.on mpmly
he repeated: !

- "Even that my fml but it i isthe only

them, each in hisown way! Iam bztter
enough, God knowa!’ yet I'can nevar pn.rt
with-this” . |

He drew frofn his bren.st 1 woman's
glove, white once, and dclicate, bat soil-
ed and worn now. " Dropping heavily
upon'the bench he looked upon the glove +
long and dreamily. - The hard glintfaded
out of his. eyes; the better nature fit
4hem softly as he murmured:’ : J

“Six years ago I stole this from her~”
-| wedding! And 'thr_ough' toil and danger
and death this toy has lain on my heart!
Even now it wipes ont all between and
‘carries mé back tq the cottage-on°the.
river—before she lied at the allar. nnd I
lied when I cursed-herl™ . - -

“The proud head dfooped in deep and
‘|’ motionless reverie, the little glove still
®{ held,in the battle browned but dehcato
hand. -

So deep was the man’s thonght that he-
hea.rd nothing of an opening door on the .
gallery behind him, of & Woman's QR
upon the walk,- or tha rustiing’ef
train on the fallen ormmge eava. He
did oot even hear her laugh, so low and .
musical it almost seemed to melt into
mdonlight, as she regarded him, around

With | 1} o tres agaist which he lesned.

Developed in the fullest splendor of .
womanhood, she was still lithe and
graceful enough for girihivod, the.per-
fect ‘meck and rounded arms glittering
with diamonds. an@ the whole-toilet--n
costume—combining costli-

satin half with

fall, hid faca, but throngh it

wo bright eyes peered cationsly at the
of the fignre before her, half hid+"
den in theshadow. Then she sﬁmced =
t:ntoe. saying to herself: L .
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