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From left, Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum staff members Dr. José Leal, Leigh Gay,
Rebecca Mensch (inside the new Pop-Up Tank), Dorrie Hipschman and Melanie Moraga
are excited to show off the major renovations that have been completed at the facility

Holiday Sneak
Peek: Museum
To Reopen

by Jeff Lysiak

hile many people will be

spending the next couple of days

shopping for the final items to
cross off their holiday gift lists, a few
lucky folks have already completed that
task. Count the staff of Bailey-Matthews
National Shell Museum among those

Four relief sculptures have been added along outside walls of the museum; cuttlefish, giant
clam, lion’s paw shells and octopus

photos by Jeff Lysiak

lucky ones.

In fact, they are so eager to give their
“gift” to the community that they plan
to do so in the days before Santa Claus
and his reindeer-driven sleigh arrive on
Sanibel.

The museum is putting the finishing
touches on its general construction
and hopes to reopen this Saturday,
December 21 with more programs,
exhibits and activities than ever before,
including a new exhibit titled Coral
Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea. Visitors
are encouraged to check the website at
www.shellmuseum.org for updates or call

71254123 7:13 541 28 7:13 2542 @5 7:14 « 5:42 @6 7:14 » 5:43
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The new first floor entrance to the museum, a two-story glass fagade, took five days to

install

the museum at 395-2233. Daily beach
walks are always available and may be
reserved by calling the museum.

“I can’t wait to open our doors
again,” said Executive Director Dorrie
Hipschman, standing in front of the
museum last Friday morning. “I miss
seeing all of our visitors, especially the
locals who stop by all the time. It will
be good to get back to normal again,
welcoming back the entire community
who has been such great friends and
neighbors to us.”

Inside, The Great Hall of Shells

Detailed image of octopus relief sculpture

features all of the same favorite
educational, fun and informative displays.
The popular Touch Tank display will be
active, as will the museum’s gift shop.

“Admission will remain the same for
now,” explained Hipschman - $15 for
adults (18 and older), $9 for youth (12
to 17), $7 for children (5 to 11) and free
to children under 5 and active military.
“We expect to have a new fee structure
once the aquarium exhibits open in the
spring.”

Closed since April 29, construction

continued on page 10
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Gerri Reaves and Tom Rasi photo by Logan Hart

Christmas Eve Masses
5:00 PM and 10:00 PM

Christmas Day Mass
10:30 AM

Telephone: 239.472.2763 Saintisabel.org
3559 Sanibel-Captiva Road, Sanibel Island ¢t the intersection of Rabbit Ro:
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Capfiva Island Historical Soclety

Landmark: The Bubble Room

is
week’s
image is

a circa 1998
photo of a
couple raising
their glasses
for a toast at The Bubble
Room on Captiva.

The History Gallery,
developed by the Captiva
Island Historical Society,
features many photos like
this. All ages are welcome
to step aboard a wooden
replica of the old mailboat,
Santiva, to capture the
spirit of Captiva and learn
through graphic and video
panels about the events
and people that shaped the
island. The History Gallery is
accessed through the Captiva
Memorial Library, located
on Chapin Lane and open
during library hours. Call
533-4890 for information.

Visit the website at www.
captivaislandhistoricalsociety.
org/archives/research to view
many more images to bring
you closer to Captiva.3

Captiva Island

HISTORICAL SOCIATY
by bt it e o

The Bubble Room

photo courtesy Captiva
Island Historical Society Archives
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“An Ocean Boutique”
‘Where Islanders Have Sent Their Friends & Family To Shop Since 1976” “

A

K2 Sanibel & Worldwide Shells * Corals & Exotic Sealife o
- Shell Gifts « Jewelry « Books * Candles * Lamps ° Craft Supplies P
- T-Shirts « Tanks - Muscles  Hoodies » Hats « Cover-Ups & Dresses e
- Handmade Shell Xmas Ornaments & Flowers
o

Celebrating Over
43 Years On Sanibel!
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Churches/Temples

ANNUNCIATION GREEK

ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Father Dean Nastos, Orthos Service
Sunday 9 a.m., Divine Liturgy Sunday 10
a.m., Fellowship Programs, Sunday School,
Bible Study. www.annunciation.ff.goarch.
org, 8210 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers,
481-2099.

BAT YAM-TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS

The Reform Jewish congregation has Friday
Shabbat services at 7:30 p.m. (7 p.m. from
May to Sept.) in Fellowship Hall of Sanibel
Congregational UCC. Rabbi Stephen Fuchs,
President Barry Fulmer. www.batyam.org,
2050 Periwinkle Way, 732-780-2016.
HISTORIC CAPTIVA

CHAPEL BY THE SEA

Rev. Larry Marshall. Services every Sunday
11 a.m. November 10, 2019 thru April 26,
2020. 11580 Chapin Lane, Captiva,
472-1646.

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
Sunday 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30
a.m., Wednesday afternoon meeting

4:30 p.m. Reading room open, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
(November through March), Friday 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. (summer hours). 2950 West Guilf
Drive, 472-8684.

SANIBEL FELLOWSHIP, sbc

Join us for Bible study and Worship Sunday
10 a.m. at Island Cinema. Call Pastor Mark
Hutchinson, 284-6709.

SANIBEL COMMUNITY CHURCH

Dr. Stephen LeBar, Interim Senior Pastor
Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. Traditional in
Historic Chapel; 9 a.m. Contemporary and

Children’s Church in Main Sanctuary; 11
a.m. Traditional in Main Sanctuary. Childcare
available at all services. www.sanibelchurch.
com, 1740 Periwinkle Way, 472-2684
SANIBEL CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Reverend Dr. John H. Danner, Sr.
Pastor. The Rev. Deborah Kunkel, Associate
Pastor. Sunday worship: chapel service at
7:45 a.m. Full service at 9 and 11 a.m. with
Sunday school and nursery care provided,
www.sanibelucc.org, 2050 Periwinkie Way,
472-0497.

ST. ISABEL CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Ed Martin, Administrator, Saturday
Vigil Mass 5 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:30 and
10:30 a.m., Sunday May through October
9:30 a.m. only. Daily Mass Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m. Holy Days
call. 3559 San-Cap Road, 472-2763.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Alan Kelmereit, Priest-in-Charge
Saturday Eucharist 5 p.m., Sunday
Eucharist 8 and 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
10:30 a.m., Tuesday Morning Prayer 9

a.m., Wednesday Healing Eucharist 9 a.m.,
Prayer and Potluck 1st Wednesdays 6 p.m,,
Taizé Service 3rd Wednesdays 6 p.m.
www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org, 2304
Periwinkle Way, 472-2173.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

OF THE ISLANDS

Meets 5 p.m. on the second Sunday of each
month from December through Aprit at the
Sanibel Congregational Church. A pot luck
is held at a member's home on the third
Sunday of each month. ryi39 @aol.com,
2050 Periwinkle Way, 433-4901 3%

Essentials

,\ speclalyStoe P
~ Micro-Convenience Store meets Retail Store -
Beer, Wine, Cigarettes - Household Goods - Cook Sets - Jewelry
s Celebration items - Survival ltems + Artwork

“If we don't have it, we will do our best to find it.”

Helper Service "
Call For Details + ;

y i A N 1

2330 Palm Ridge Road, Unit 17 - 239-472-2999 or 678-670-0065
(Within Palm Ridge Place, near Island Pharmacy)
VY TN
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Sanibel’s First Beauty/Barber est. 1951 9

Stop in and see us for last minute
stocking stuffers!

2248 Periwinkle Way by the Sanibel Bean
www.SanibelBeautySalon.com + (239) 472-1111 » SanBeautys@aol.com

‘Wishing you the

joys ot Chuiistmas

as seen thnough the

eyes ot a child g
¢
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Ally the Alligator is
offering you the best
of both worlds!

Chocolate and FREE Ice Cream

& PATISSERIE

Famous artisan sandwiches and,

always, our fresh baked pastries,

muffins, crumb cake, savory and
sweet croissants and quiche

PROUDLY SERVING
NORMAN LOVE’

Buy a 15-piece
Norman Love gift box
- Getl quq‘g.»,of

Ilce Cream FREE
(your choice)

— Buy a 25-piece
Norman Love gift box
Get 2 quarts of

lce Cream FREE
- (your choice)

CONFECTIONS

—_—— e

GET YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS NOW

(formerly Pinocchio’s)

Santa & Mrs. Claus
are coming to town
Monday, December 23

Have your picture taken from 1-4 p.m.
FREE Ice Cream Toppings for the Kiddies!

3rd Annual Tradition

Preorder Peppermint Bark and other
ice cream flavors in pints and quarts.
Homemade ice cream cakes too.

Yum Yum! -2

Open Daily

8 am. - 10 p.m. v
*open with time variations on holidays

-~ L

362 Periwinkle Way
239-472-6566

2 great shops in 1 location

N, SNy



) DA CCUEEMINAY L TL s
6 | ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 201

ROBERT JAMES BRACE

obert James “Bob” Brace was born
Rm‘:,942 in Superior, Wisconsin to
“Wid” Brace and Katharine
(Link) Brace. He passed away on
December 10, 2019 after a brief stay at
Hope Hospice.

After graduating from the University of
Wisconsin, Bob moved south to St. Louis
with D’Arcy Advertising where he met
his wife of 50 years, Sharon Storck. Bob
was a partner at Frank Block Associates
and ultimately a partner with Jim and
Dave Stobie at Stobie-Brace Advertising

and Marketing, specializing in business-
to-business advertising. Bob took great
pride and joy in his work on the board
of directors of the World Bird Sanctuary
where he coined their motto, “Let Your
Spirit Take Wing.”

Bob and Sharon enjoyed “rustic”
foreign travel, working on many research
expeditions with the Earthwatch Institute,
African locations being their favorites.
Closer to home, they were sent as trained
disaster relief volunteers on three FEMA
deployments.

Music was truly Bob's passion.

His low bass I notes were much in
demand. He began singing with the St.
Louis Symphony Chorus and later with
the “unaccompanied but not alone”
Kirkwood, Missouri Greenleaf Singers
where Bob donned his elegant madrigal
costume each holiday season. In 1999,
Bob took early retirement and he and
Sharon moved to Captiva Island, Florida
where he sang with the Fort Myers
Symphony Chorus, Vocal Artistry and the
Sanibel-Captiva Community Chorus.

Bob’s volunteer activities on Captiva
included the Captiva Fire Control District
where he served 18 years as a volunteer
firefighter/EMT and on the Board of Fire
Commissioners as president. He was also
an active member of the Captiva Civic
Association. While relaxing on the beach
near his home, Bob enjoyed fishing and
an occasional cigar.

Bob, a wonderful, loving and creative
individual, is survived by his wife Sharon;
his brother John and his wife Cindy
of Elk Mound, Wisconsin; nephew
Jason Hatcher and his wife Karen of
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ells Sea Shells

“An Ocean Boutique”
Celebrating Over 43 Years On Sanibel!

1157 Periwinkle Way « 472-6991 « 472-8080
Open 7 Days 9:00am tiI’ 8:30 pm * SheSelisSeaShelisSanibel.com

Minneapolis, Minnesota; nieces Krista
{Hatcher) Uelmen and her husband
Travis of Madison, Wisconsin and Kate
(Hatcher) Clayton of Portage, Michigan.
Bob was preceded in death by his sister
Katharine (Brace) Hatcher and brother
Link

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
that donations be made to the Alvin A.
Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource Center in
Fort Myers, Florida: www.alzheimersswil.
org/donations.asp. Family and friends are
invited to a celebration of life gathering at
5 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at
the Captiva Civic Center.3%

Christmas Eve
Service At
Lighthouse Beach

sland residents and visitors are invited
lto grab a beach towel or chair, and
head to Lighthouse Beach for the
annual Christmas Eve Beach Service on
Tuesday, December 24 at 5 p.m.

This enchanting service is Sanibel
Congregational United Church of
Christ’s gift to the community since
1979. Gulf breezes and waves provide
background for this family-friendly
service of carols and telling of the
Christmas story by Senior Pastor the
Rev. John Danner. As the sun sets,
the beach will become aglow with
candlelight for the singing of Silent
Night in the shadow of the Sanibel
Lighthouse.

All proceeds from the offering taken

-
=My
i

during the service will be given to FISH
of SanCap and The Salvation Army.

Complimentary parking is
available at the Sanibel and Captiva
Islands Chamber of Commerce,

1159 Causeway Road, and Sanibel
Congregational United Church of
Christ, 2050 Periwinkle Way, with free
transportation to the beach beginning
at 4 p.m. and continuing until all have
left the beach at the conclusion of the
service. Transportation will be provided
by vans from Island Taxi and trollies
from Adventures in Paradise. There will
also be limited free parking available at
Lighthouse Beach. Traveling by bicycle
or walking to Lighthouse Beach is
encouraged to ease traffic and minimize
damage to the beach areas.

Sanibel Congregational United
Church of Christ thanks the City
of Sanibel and the Sanibel Police
Department for their assistance in
carrying on this tradition. Those
attending are asked to help preserve
the beauty of the island by following
the “no parking” zones, cleaning up all
personal trash and avoiding the roped
off beach grass areas on the beach
itself.

In the rare event that weather
forces cancellation of the service,
announcements will be made at 1 p.m.
and the service will be moved to the
church.

For more information, call 472-0497
or visit www.sanibelucc.org. There will
also be a traditional candlelight service
held at the church at 9 p.m that same
evening.3¢

Show your
colors!

Islard Winds Coiffures

! HAIR SALON FOR WOMEN 8& MEN
Manicures and Pedicures by Lois
Hair Styling

LINDA ® MARISA ¢ LILY * JEANNE

695 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel
239-472-2591
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The students sang carols from the fop of
their lungs and shook their bells with joy
photos provided

CECI Students
Celebrate
Luminary Night

nce again, Sanibel’s Luminary

Night celebration did not

disappoint. The students of the
Children’s Education Center of the Islands
(CECI) sang their hearts out to their
favorite holiday songs and shook their
bells with all their might at Periwinkle
Place shopping center on December 6.

The arrival of Santa at the end of the

singing was a wonderful surprise to the
children. Students past and present — and
even some adults — were able to sit on
Santa’s lap and share their Christras
wish lists.3%

- . o *

ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019 | 7

Sophie Echevaria tells Santa what is on her
Chrisimas list

| "

Levi Adington whispers fo Santa what he
would like for Chrisimas

Children’s Education Center Director Ms. Cindy, front, and teachers, from left, Ms. Joy, Ms. Sanibel Island, FL 33957 @Y®E  www.CedarChes

THECEDARCHEST = 1%
FINE JEWELRY - . |

Tahitian Gardens A Sanibel Tradition Since 1975  1oll-fr
1993 Periwinkle Wa !

Bryanna, Ms. Sue and Ms. Kemra have ail made Santa’s nice list i o
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From left, Trish Phillips, Richard Johnson, Judie Zimomra and
Mick Denham at last week’s Island Seniors Annual Meeting
photos by Jeff Lysiak

and Holiday Lunch

»

Seniors Program Manager Amy Esposito-Brown and Seniors
Program Assistant Dana Raco

Highlights From Island Seniors Annual Meeting And Holiday Lunch

Anita Force Marshall presenting Trish Phillips with a
certificate of appreciation

i = =%

Lifetime members of the Island Seniors honored last week: back from left, Anne Bressiau, Lucy Pickel, Beverly Lubefkin, Jack
Kohn and Robin Krivanek; front from left, Bemie Lubetkin, Wil Schiosser and Marguerite Amold

Shiey Schulz and Shirley Bohnert photo by Amy Esposito-Brown
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PAWS cares for the bables and adulfs
photo provided

s we come to the end of 2019,
all of us at PAWS (Protection of
imal Welfare Society) are very
thankful for the many people that helped
our effort over the last year, especially all
of our contributors and adopters. We're
also thrilled that the hurricanes left us
alone and we had no major storms.
PAWS provided for the needs of many
animals in 2019, some for very long
periods of time.
The majority are cats since dogs are
usually claimed rather quickly as they've
managed to get out of the house/fence,

or loose from a leash. We have very few
dogs that are dumped on Sanibel.

Many young, injured and sick animals
came our way during the year that
needed veterinary care, medicines and
intensive home care. We provided for
litters of kittens, as well as adult kitties
and found wonderful homes for all of
them. Joan and Jim Bajek continue to
foster kitties for us. They are the only
foster home we have currently. If anyone
is able to foster kittens, cats, or dogs,
contact Pam at PAWS, 472-4823.

We are so grateful to these great folks
for providing a home and caring for all
these babies. We have no facility here on
Sanibel to house our lost, abandoned,
sick and injured animals. It can be really
difficult to find a home to care for them
until we find their people, or, as in most
instances, find families to adopt and
give them a forever home. We are so
very thankful for all they have done, and
continue to do. Kudos to Joan and Jim,
especially Joan, the primary caregiver.

We would like to thank our fabulous
local veterinary care providers, Dr. Mark
Mathusa at Beachside Animal Clinic, and
VCA Coral Veterinary Clinic, Sanibel and
Fort Myers. They provide quality care
to our sick and injured animals. Special
thanks to Dr. Michael Rohlk, Mary Ann
and Nick at Rohlk Animal Hospital
in North Fort Myers. I discovered this
hospital when helping out with TNR
(Trap/Neuter/Release). They provide
excellent services and care and a great
discount for nonprofits, which is very
helpful when you have a half dozen
animals to vet at once.

A big thank you to all the folks that

CONGRES W JEUJELERS
\___V_\

SEALIFE « FASHION « DIAMC!C: «ESTATE

Periv/inkle ‘Place Shops ® Sanibel Island ®

donated financially and in other ways to
support our PAWS animals this past year.

Without the help from our island
community, we would not be able to
continue to provide for our domestic
animals that are in need of shelter and
care. We have many folks that provide
ongoing support during the year and
without them, we could not operate.
They truly keep us going.

Special appreciation to the Center
4 Life, that each year for the past nine
seasons has hosted the Justine Smith
Memorial Bridge Tournament and
donated the proceeds to PAWS, which
was one of Justine’s favorite charitable
organizations.

Special thanks to our local
newspapers, the Island Reporter and
the Island Sun, for donating space for
pictures and stories about our rescues
in their weekly papers. This is how we
manage to reunite some of our PAWS
animals with their families. In the event
we don't locate their people, their
pictures and stories help us locate a new
forever home.

Thanks to all the island businesses
that display our PAWS donation boxes
on the counters: Bailey’s General Store,
Huxter’s Liquors and Bank of the Islands.
As always, special thanks to Footloose
H20 Outfitters at Jerry’s Center. Linda
and all the staff make it part of their
job to continuously collect the largest
amount of funds for us. What they do is
so appreciated. If you own or manage
a business here on Sanibel or Captiva
and would be willing to have one of our
donation containers, please let us know.

If you're considering year-end

s Y CREA y W) I8 By 13
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charitable contributions, please think of
our domestic island animals and donate
to PAWS. Veterinary care, especially
critical care hospitals, are extremely
expensive. PAWS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit,
established in March, 1987. We operate
solely by financial contributions and
donations from folks living or visiting our
islands. If you itemize deductions on your
federal income tax return, all donations
are completely tax deductible. Make
checks payable to PAWS and mail to
P.O. Box 855, Sanibel, FL. 33957. Your
canceled check is your receipt, but if you
prefer to have a letter, send an email to
sanibelcat@embargmail.com, or give Pam
a call at 472-4823.

If you've ever spotted a white cat
on the causeway island at the high
span, that’s Tobie. He is a feral cat and
came through the TNR program at Lee
County Domestic Animal Services. Huge
appreciation to Yolanda Rivera and Rose
Dakos for visiting him every night with a
wonderful dinner. He is so lucky to have
such kind people to care for him. He’s
much safer out there than he would be
on Sanibel or Captiva. No gators, bobcats
or coyotes.

When shopping on Amazon, use the
PAWS Amazon Smile link: smile.amazon.
com/ch/65-0037174 and Amazon will
donate a small portion to PAWS.

Please be careful that pets are not
exposed to dangerous plants, flowers and
foods that everyone has on hand this
time of year.

Some can cause violent illness, and
even death. You can Google a list online.

We truly appreciate your support

Thank you and Happy New Year 2020!3

239-472-4177  Congresslewelers.com
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Sneak Peek

work at the museum began with removing
interior and exterior walls on the first
floor. That was followed by removing the
concrete flooring, drop ceilings and main
staircase that led to the second floor.

In addition, the parking lot area was
regraded and repaved with new asphalt.
All of the original vegetation that had
to be removed during the renovation
process was replaced and replanted with
100 percent native trees, shrubs and
ground covers.

Over the summer and early fall,
construction crews installed a new, 9.5-
inch reinforced concrete slab that spans
the entire first floor. The rebar-reinforced
floor will help support 11 live aquarium
tanks — which range in size from 100 to
1,000 gallons - located on the ground
level.

In recent months, aquarium tanks
and additional materials began arriving
on site. They have already been installed
strategically throughout the ground floor,
which will also include a modern-style
wide staircase leading to the atrium
overlooking the two-story glass wall
entrance.

“All of the front entrance windows
arrived on October 5, and they took five
days to install,” added Hipschman. “They
are made of a specialized material that
is impact resistant, wind resistant and
floodproof.”

New Exhibit To Debut

While work on the first floor
continues, with a target grand opening

Construction worker adding glass panels fo
the new staircase photos by Jeff Lysiak

date for the aquarium feature — The
Living Collection Gallery - scheduled for
sometime in March, visitors who stop by
the museum this weekend can view a
unique display on the second floor.
Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea,
a traveling exhibit on loan from The
Paly Foundation, includes a colorful
display one of earth’s most biodiverse
ecosystems. Accoring to the foundation’s
website, the exhibit’s learning objectives
include:

highlighted

Capﬁva Chap

Christmas Schedule

W orship Service & Christmas Wreath Dedications

Sunday, December 22nd at 11:00am
our Sunday service, names are read of those
remembered through our Christmas Wreath Dedication.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24th at 6:00pm 3
Beautiful music begins at 600, either inside our historic chapel
or outdoors under thousands of twinrkling lights.
Christmas Day Worship Service
Wednesday, December 25th at 1:00am

As always, all are welcome to this informal service

el by the Sea

yer and joy!

Domie Hipschman and Rebecca Mensch looking out the first floor rear windows

understand them. Learn about the many
threats facing coral reefs, including

how our fascination with reefs can be
harmful.

Conservation Efforts — Efforts to help
conserve coral reefs include large-scale
initiatives and dedicated individual action.
Pick a single action from the exhibit
recommendations and have a collective
effect in saving this natural wonder.

“There are many species of mollusks,
as well as fish, worms and sea stars

Biology of Corals — Coral animals
have been around since before the
dinosaurs. Learn all about this amazing
creature and how they help sustain
over one million species of plants and
animals.

Our Dependence on the Reef — Coral
reefs prove their invaluable worth by
providing everything from food and
shelter to cancer-fighting medicines.

Dangers to Coral Reefs — Coral reefs
may be gone even before we can fully

'CHRISTMAS EVE
AT SANIBEL COMMUNITY CHURCH
Tuesday, December 24

Candlelight Christmas Eve Services

in the Main Sanctuary
* 4 p.m. — Contemporary Service With Kids Moment
® 6 p.m. — Contemporary Service
e 8 p.m. — Traditional Service With Choir
A special offering will be received at all services

for our feflow neighbors who can use a little extra help
during the Christmas Season.

1740 Perwinaa e Way © Sanaser, FL 33957
WWW.SANIBELCHURCH.COM ® 239-472-2684
Join us For Sunpay WossHie Services AT 8, 9 & Il Am.



http://www.sanibelchurch.com

A traveling exhibit, Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Seaq, opens this weekend at the museum
image courtesy The Paly Foundation

that are a part of the coral reef
ecosystem. The diversity is huge,” said
Dr. José Leal, science director and
curator of the Bailey-Matthews National
Shell Museum. “So many species rely
on coral reefs for their existence and
their survival, and the most complex
and diverse species are super delicate —
we call them hyper-diverse systems.”

New Staff, Aquariums Soon

While work on the Your Museum
Comes Alive! project — sponsored
in part by the Department of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida
Council of Arts and Culture, and the
State of Florida — continues over the
next few months, museum staff has
welcomed several new members to its
educational and leadership team.

“By January, we'll have five new
marine educators, and all of them have
degrees in marine biology,” explained
Hipschman. “Toni Gynac has already
started, plus we're adding Jorden Falker,
Melissa Dills, Kelsey Hansmann and
Gyasi Alexander. Colleen Donnelly has
also come aboard as our new chief of
museum operations.”

Also newly arrived at the museum
are several marine specimens that
will become a part of the first floor
aquarium attraction.

“We received our first shipment
of live species last week,” added
Hipschman, noting that all have been
acquired through sustainable sources.
“They will be a part of the cold water
touch tanks.”

According to Rebecca Mensch,
the museum’s marine biologist who
helped conceive the idea of bringing an
aquarium attraction to the facility four
years ago, those live species include
giant gumboot chitons, Lewis’ moon
snails, swimming scallops, red turban
snails, black turban snails, lion’s chitons
and giant rock scallops.

Here’s what museum visitors might
expect to experience once the aquarium
attraction opens:

Walking into the museum, visitors
will be met with the admissions desk
directly in front of them, with a staircase
to the second floor to their left. Straight
ahead, they will enter a room containing
The Great Barrier Reef aquarium.

“Qur reef tank will focus on three
species of giant clam, all of which are
big and beautiful, but don’t get as large
as the true giant clam,” said Mensch.
“This tank will also feature various
species of live coral and fishes to
help illustrate the important roles that
mollusks play within their communities.
All of the animals in this tank will be
captive-bred specimens, so no coral
reefs will be impacted by our display of
the animals.”

Then, visitors will be directed towards
the next room to the right, where
aquariums containing the giant Pacific
octopus and flamboyant cuttlefish will
be located.

“Several of our tanks will feature
animals that have very well-known
shells, to help solidify the concept that
the shell is a body part of an animal,
instead of the common misconception
that a shell is rock,” Mensch explained.

In the next room, two tanks will
be located in the center of the open
space. One tank will contain a chamber
nautilus, while the other will be a
pop-up tank, where kids and adults may
“crawl inside” and experience live fish
and mollusks moving around them.

Three additional aquariums will
contain marine life such as the queen
conch, tiger cowrie and junonias.

In the new touch tank area, located
in the southeast corner of the building,
there will be two interactive displays:
one with warmer water for local mollusk
species and one with cooler water for
species found in northern climates.

Last week, one of the eye-catching
additions to the building — four relief
sculptures featuring a cuttlefish, giant
clam, lion’s paw shells and an octopus -
were installed adjacent to the parking lot
drop-off roundabout, a sign that on site
renovations are nearing completion.

“We are at 94 percent of our $6
million capital campaign goal,” said
Assistant Director Melanie Moraga.
“And we'll be announcing plans for
our final push — we're $332,523 away
— that we hope to finish by January or
February.”

For more information or to make
a contribution, call 395-2233 or visit
www.shellmuseum.org.3¢
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Sanibel Congregatiorfaj
United Church of Christ

Presents

A HOLIDAY SEASON
OF SERVICES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday in Advent
7:45 a.m. Chapel Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Blended Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
5:00 p.m.
ANNUAL LIGHTHOUSE BEACH
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Carols, Candles, the Christmas Story
A free-will offering will benefit EL.S.H. and
' The Salvation Army

-

9:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary
CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29°
BELL SUNDAY

7:45, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m.
worship in our Sanctuary

A

A

S ANIBETL z\
CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED
CHURCH

CHRIST

2050 Periwinkle Way * Sanibel, FL 33957 ¢
< (239) 472-0497 » www.SanibelUCC.org

L S TR A B A

e e e m B e e S SR e B TS i i St S i s T e e S s e e e T e


http://www.SanibelUCC.org

12 | ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019

Brazilian pepper
City Of Sanibel Vegetation Committee

Brazilian Pepper:
What Residents
Should Know

f you are a longtime resident or
Ivisitor to Sanibel, most likely you

know about Brazilian pepper, while
those with less history may not. If you

NN h 4
¢ p | > A%
Closeup of Brazillan pepper

the aquatic and terrestrial habitats of
the wildlife that depend on the land and
water for their survival.

In the 1990s, a City of Sanibel-
appointed committee studied
habitat issues in conjunction with
the development of the Sanibel
comprehensive surface water
management system. The conclusion
was that Sanibel's wetland habitat
had decreased significantly since the
1950s due to fire suppression, Brazilian
pepper and other hardwood invasion,

photos provided

are unfamiliar with the plant, here’s
what you need to know about this
infamous plant.

Brazilian pepper (Schinus
terebinthifolius) is considered a
Category I invasive plant by the Florida
Exotic Pest Plant Council, and is
one of the most aggressive invasive
exotic plants in Florida, infesting over
700,000 acres. lts dense canopy shades
out other native species, and it invades

E— ——
and a decreased wet season water
table. Thus, in 1996, Sanibel City
Council adopted the Brazilian Pepper
Eradication Program with a goal to rid
the entire island of this invasive exotic
plant. Over the years, the eradication
program, combined with new policies
and systems to manage surface water
as well as the prescribed burn program,
has resulted in the near elimination

of this invasive pest. However, it is an

fnus terebinthi

Py

ongoing battle.

If you are driving around Fort Myers
in the winter, and you see beautiful red
berries, it is probably Brazilian pepper.
As you can imagine, those bright red
berries are very attractive to birds and
mammals who act as perfect dispersal
agents. Thus, Brazilian pepper will
continue to be an occasional nuisance.
Be vigilant and prevent its spread.

Since plant identification can be
challenging, here’s what you should
look for:

Brazilian pepper is a shrub or small
tree which can grow up to 40 feet.
There are male and female plants,
but only the female bares fruit. The
leaves are alternately arranged with
one- to two-inch long, elliptic and finely
toothed leaflets. The serrated leaves are
reminiscent of the wild rose leaves up
north. The mid-rib of the leaf is reddish,
and flower clusters which are white and

continued on page 21
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SWEAR

After 17 years, CJ’s is excited to
switch it up with SWIMWEAR!

The same unique, trendy, and sophisticated fashion
you know and love!

2359 Periwinkie Way Sanibel, FL 33957 239-395-3733

St. Michael & All Angels

Episcopal Church
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR
Christmas Eve

Children’s Service & Pageant
at 5 o'clock

Holy Eucharist, Hymns & Carols
at 8 o'clock

Christmas Day
10:00 in the morning
A traditional service of Eucharist, hymns & carols.
The Rev. Alan Kelmereit
2304 Periwinkle Way * Sanibel
[239] 472-2173 * www.saintmichacls-sanibel.org
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Adventures In Parcdise
Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry
Cheeburger Cheeburger 'r l
C. Turties

Pandora’s Box

Paondora’s Box Too

Paper Fig Kitchen |“
Rova! Shel! Real Estate
Royol Sheil Vacations
Sonibs! Cafe T!

Sanibel Resort Wear
Sanibel Sale

Shiny Objects

Synergy Sportsweaar
Wilford & Lee Home Decor

THE VILLAGE SHOPS

2343 PERIWINKLE WaY

Tribeca Hzir Salen

t2 Troders T !

Waorson baocRae Galiery
Why 0t

OLD SANIBEL SHOPPES
610 TARPON BAY ROAD

Amy's Something Specat
Isfand raws
i designs

Con Pt
d sl

Swer Easy Cafe T l
Saribel Art & Frame
Suncatcher's Drrecm

TOWN CENTER
2496 PALM RIDGE ROAD

Subway@€ t !
e Pecking Order T!

©>
SHOP ON SANIBEL

Come for the beaches...
“discover.the shopping!
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An upscale ambiance at four distinctive Centers.
You'll find boutique shopping, family dining, personal services,
as well as, vacation and real estate information.

Now open at
The Village Shops

ahitian e

GARDENS

1975-2019 Penwinkle Way

&owrn
CENTER

2496 Folm Ridge Raad

Otde

For individual shop information:

VILLAGE SHOPS

2340 Feriwinkle Way

SANIBEL SHOPPES

6§30 Tarpon Boy Road

www.ShopOnSanioel.com
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Piant Smart

Prescribed Burns

by Gerri Reaves

f you see a charred landscape the next

time you explore a park, preserve, or

wildlife area, there’s a good chance that
the land has recently been treated with a
prescribed burn.

The word prescribed is apt, for
these planned burns do function as a
prescription for the land by mimicking
Florida's natural seasonal fires.

Note the charred cabbage palm (sabal
palmetto) and tree trunks in these photos,
for example. The new bright green growth
of the palm’s bud at the center of the
scorched fronds, however, indicates that
the palm has survived.

Many of the state’s ecosystems actually
depend on fire for plant and animal
diversity. Those species are termed
“fire-adapted.”

The gopher tortoise, indigo snake,
Florida mouse, Florida panther, Florida
scrub-jay, northern bobwhite, wild turkey,
red-cockaded woodpecker and burrowing
owl are just some of the animal species
that depend on fire, as do plant species
such as-Jongleaf pine, pitcher plants,
orchids, cutthroat and wiregrasses.

Only highly trained professionals
manage prescribed burns. They are
camied out by wildlife biologists and land
managers in government and independent
environmental organizations, but only after
extensive planning.

But why has human intervention
become necessary?

Prior to Florida’s massive

lFountains
ENHANCE THE

TRANQUILITY AND

PEACEFULNESS OF

YOUR OUTDOOR

Cabbage palms and pines have evolved to survive natural seasonal fires. The green growth

et e St~ - o

at the center of the palm fronds indicates that the trees are alive, despite the chamred

surroundings.

over-development, fires were a natural
seasonal occurrence caused by lightening
or extreme heat, for example.

Because the fires occurred seasonally,
accumulated undergrowth was minimal.
Therefore, the fires were fast-moving,
relatively “cool,” and not intense enough
to burn the tree canopy.

The fire would eventually stop on its
own because it encountered a wetland, ran
out of fuel, or was extinguished by rain.

Such fires are nature’s way of clearing
out, keeping balance and opening up the
land. Also, the fire triggers the release of
seeds, enriches the soil and keeps invasive

photos by Germ Reaves

species in check.

Post-fire, the land springs back with
new growth.

However, over time, natural landscapes
have been destroyed completely or
become isolated parcels as the landscape
is crisscrossed by roads and other
development.

Furthermore, development that
relentlessly pushes closer to wild areas
puts buildings, infrastructure and lives at
increased risk.

Decades of fire suppression allow
growth to accumulate. Prescribed burns
and physical removal are two ways to

address the threat that fuel accumulation
presents.

The next time you see a charred
landscape on your nature walk, appreciate
the vital importance of prescribed fires in
habitat management — and imagine a time
when the land managed itself very well.

Sources: https://myfwc.com, www.
leegov.com, and www.nature.org.

Plant Smart explores the diverse flora
of South Florida.3¥

Sea School Offers
Beach Walk

ach winter, in the spirit of enjoying
the outdoors with family and friends,
ibel Sea School offers a series of
guided beach walks. The next community
beach walk will be held on Saturday,
December 28 from 9 to 11 am. to
explore what has washed ashore.

A marine science educator will talk
about any interesting organisms and
objects encountered along the way, share
some basic biology and answer questions.
The experience is always different and
you are sure to learn something new.

These walks are free and all ages
are welcome. Children under age 18
should be accompanied by a parent
or guardian. Group size is limited to
provide a more intimate experience
and avoid disrupting neighbors and the
island wildlife. Registration is required,
and can be completed online at www.
sanibelseaschool.org/beachwalks. You
will receive an email to confirm your
registration, or a nofification of your
placement on the waitlist.3*

LUCAS CENTURY GLASS

RENOWNED GLASS ETCHING ARTIST

Wildlife on Glassware, Vases, Bowls, Plaques, Windows and Doors

New Designs Available at

Forever Green Ace Hardware

LIVING AREAS. 2025 Periwinkie Way ¢ Sanibel, L

For a Full Mailbox
naturebrackets.com call Dave at ‘
info@naturebrackets.com (239)454-1001 The s

3889 SANIBEL CAPTIVA ROAD

(239) 395-5859
§ WWW.RSWALSH.COM

8 Fhe Garden. |

R.S.WALSH LANDSCAPING



https://myfwc.com
http://www.nature.org
http://WWW.RSWALSH.COM
mailto:lnfo@naturebrackets.com

.

ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019 | 15

% v e I L.
. =P :

> .

At the Island’s Number One Shopping Destination

Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau

MAKE A GOOD MORNING
A GREAT MORNING!

OPEN EVERYDAY! BREAKFAST 7 AM-NOON

Buy for a friend or yourself!
Pay *100 Get®125 &
Pay *200 Get *250
Pay *300 Get *375
Pay *400 Get *500

{Restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/21/19)

ATHTAKING FASHION

BRE

S

PERIWINKLE PLACE SHOPPING CENTER s. " \ ‘Z ~ | e A
220 20= 3330 * {77 60 .1<88 ~ . : Periwinkle || Bell Tower
239.395.2220 * §77.095.15088 A 239-472-2525 *» www.BlueGiraffeRestaurant.com Place
Periwinkle Place Shops * 2075 Periwinkle Way, Unit #14 Sanibel, FL 33957 Sanibel Isle || Fort s
> 472-9194 2

Drive ‘round back C-{3for our flags Dine on our patio! e

2075 Periwinkle Way * 2 miles off Causeway Road on the Left ¢ PeriwinklePlace.com
Shop Mon - Sat 10-8, Sun 12-6 » Dine 7am to 8pm (or later) ¥ f & D
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How Low
Can It Go?

by Capt.
Matt Mitchell

e had
the

pleasure of
fishing the
winter negative
low tides this
week, which
can bring
amazing
action. This crazy low water played
out as expected with my clients
experiencing some of the best snook
action while mangrove flshlng that
we have seen in months.

inch snook and a nonstop bite had
everyone smiling.

We decided to fish a favorite
channel and arrived on the last of
the falling tide. We could see the
entire exposed grass flat littered
with high and dry crab pots. Once
the tide switched, the grass flat was
was flooded and totally covered in
less than a few hours. We picked
the deepest spots on the shoreline,
and the bite started immediately with
almost every shiner flipped up close
to the bank getting hit. Fast-moving
tides in these narrow channels create
rips and eddies on every piece of
structure. It makes for a perfect
ambush spot for hungry snook to sit.

We get to experience these
negative low tides all winter long.
The lower the water gets, the tighter

BOAT

Dolphin Watching
Captains Available

472-5800

Captiva Island

RENTALS

Fishing » Cabbage Key

Jensen’s Marina
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it bunches up the fish in very small
areas. Learing to access and locate
these deeper areas only comes

with time served, though looking at
Google Earth and charts is a great
way to get started. The narrower and
deeper the channel, the faster the
tide will usually move.

Winter tides with a shallow draft
boat can really pay off as many
of these deeper channels are only
accessible by crossing shallow bays
and flats. Another option is getting
into these areas while the tide is still
up and going out. Once the tide
bottoms out, you will be trapped until
the water comes up high enough to
leave. Watching wading birds work
the acres of exposed grass flats all
around us is an amazing sight.

Along with the snook in these
deeper channels, we also did well on
redfish. By bouncing a live shrimp on
a jighead in the fast-moving tide, we
caught lots of redfish ranging from
16 to 24 inches. Larger mangrove
snapper have also been a welcome
surprise in these same areas. Two
days in a row, we also caught what,
at first glance [ thought where
mangrove snapper but, on closer
inspection, turned out to be cubera
snapper measuring roughly 15
inches. The variety can be limitless
when fishing these deeper water
creeks.

Capt. Matt Mitchell has been
fishing local waters since he moved
to Sanibel in 1980. He now lives
in St. James City and works as a
back country fishing guide. If you
have comments or questions, email
captmattmitchell@aol.com.3*

RORDN'¢ 1 SEUNG

+ Locally owned and operated
+ 100% natural ingredients

+ Smels great

+ Safe to use on kids

+ Works on pets & horses

Visit Our Webite for Locations
on Sanibel & Captiva Islands

Gary Blitgen with a snook caught on a negative low fide with Capt. Matt Mitchell this week

© CLEAR YOUR GEAR™
It Catches More Than Fish
Untangle tackle from vegetation
and discard it responsibly

ISLAND MARINE SERVICES INC.

* NEW MOTOR SALES » REBUILT POWERHEADS °

* FACTORY TRAINED »
MERCURY - MARINER - JOHNSON - EVINRUDE

SUZUKI

- YAMAHA - OMC
5CourfaowProfexional Maﬁne _r_Setv'

1/O'S - MERCRUISER

photo provided

Light Tackle Sport Fishing
Tarpon ¢ Snook
Redfish & More

C: (239) 340-8651

www.captmattmitchell.com
email: captmattmitchell@aol.com

P Dave Doane


mailto:captmattmitchell@aol.com
http://www.captmattmitcheli.com
mailto:captmattmitcheli@aol.com

CROW Case Of The Week:

Turkey Vulture

by Bob Petcher

largest raptor to
the eagle and
condor. The road
kill warrior relies
on its keen sense
of smell to locate
fresh carcasses.
These scavengers
are known for cleaning up roadsides,
backyards, farm lands or anywhere else
there may be a meal. When you spot one
gn the ground, you know something has
ied.

Luckily, these dark brown birds with
featherless red heads and pale bills seem
to have exceptional immune systems,
because of their inability to contract
botulism, anthrax, cholera, or salmonella
when dining on carrion. Interestingly,
they reportedly almost never attack living
prey.

Due to their near infinite food supply,
turkey vultures have increased in number
over the past 40 to 50 years. These
large carnivorous birds are not immortal,
however. They have been known to
swallow bullets or lead shots in the rotting
meat they eat, and that can lead to
poisoning and death.

One good way to tell a turkey vulture
apart from an eagle or an osprey is when
in it is in flight. Turkey vultures often

L)
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said Dr. Cabot.

After a few days, the patient’s swelling

had subsided. A repeat of radiographs
revealed evidence of healing of a small

fracture in one of the toes of the left foot.

“The fracture was small and not
displaced so it was not very visible on
radiographs until it started to heal, at
which point the fracture site gets brighter
and more easily visible on radiographs,”
said Dr. Cabot, when explaining why the
initial x-ray did not spot the fractured
toe. “The fracture is minor and likely
happened right before intake, but was

painful enough to keep the patient down.
With pain medications and antibiotics, the

patient appears to feel much better and
the fracture is healing well.”

The fractured toe does need time to
heal completely.

“It typically takes around two to three
weeks to heal,” said Dr. Cabot.

Patient #19-4953 is in an outdoor enclosure and should be relecsed soon
photo by Brian Bohiman

and performed a regional limb perfusion,
known as a flushing of the joint).
“Regional limb perfusion is an infusion
of medication into the tissue at the site of
injury in order to get a high concentration
where it is needed,” said Dr. Megan
Cabot, CROW veterinary intern. “This
is performed when systemic (oral)
medications aren’t getting the job done
and can result in much faster recovery.”
The finder’s reported injured wing was
not seen as anything significant.
“It was likely a soft tissue injury
which can often be difficult to see on
radiographs and can resolve on its own,”

fly with their wings raised in a V-shape
and are not graceful fliers. They soar
in unsteady patterns and create wobbly
circles in the air.

At CROW, an adult turkey vulture
was admitted from Cape Coral after it
was believed to have been hit by a car.
It was reported by the finder to have an
injured wing and leg. On examination,
veterinarians did not find evidence of
broken bones and initial x-rays did not
show any either. The patient was noted
to be limping and to have swelling in its
left foot, possibly from infection in the
joints. Veterinarians provided antibiotics

The patient continues to receive pain
medication and has begun to eat on its
own. A move outdoors is a good sign
that it is being prepped to return to the
wild.

“The vulture was moved to an outside
enclosure and if it remains pain free and
eating well, it will be cleared for release,”
said Dr. Cabot.

CROW (Clinic for the Rehabilitation
of Wildlife, Inc.) is a non-profit wildlife
hospital providing veterinary care for
native and migratory wildlife from our

local area. The hospital accepts patients

seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Mail donations to PO. Box 150,
Sanibel, FL 33957. Call 472-3644 or
visit www.crowclinic.org.3%
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Groceries « Hardware - Gifts

s

=

~ Serving Sanibel and Capt

ALSD SERYING YOU N 2 OTHER LOCATIONS

The Island Store
11500 Andy Rosse Lane, Captiva

(temporarily closed for remodeling)

Bailey’s Marketplace at Sundial
1451 Middle Gulf Dr, Sanibel

239-395-6016

2477 Periwinkle Way - Sanibel, Florida « 239-472-1516 - baile) s-sanibel.com « OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM - 9PM

o4

THE ISLAND'S ORlGI.NAL SHOPPING

Whether you're visiting, vacationing
or an island resident,
Badley's is an isiand tradition.

Our deli offers Dietz & Watson premium meats & artisan cheeses.
Like Bailey’s, they are a 4th generation family with an intense
dedication to quality, family & delicious food. Our deli has a variety
of custom-made items, including made-to-order subs & sandwiches,
assorted deli salads, as well as restaurant quality hot foods for

breakfast, lunch and dinner. Deli convenience at Bailey’s
means more time with family on the beach!

- o)

» Fresh Meats, Seafood & Produce
« IN-HOUSE BAKERY & DELI

» Organic & Gluten Free Products
- Catering Service & Fine Wines

- Shopping & Delivery Service

- Coffee Bar with Daily Speé{a'ls

. Gifts & General Merchandise

« Full-service Hardware

ENJOY BEER & WINE IN-STORE
WHILE YOU SHOP
AT OUR.COFFEE SHOP!
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Shell Of The Week

Flondo Lucine

by José H. Leal,
PhD, Bailey-
Matthews National
Shell Museum
Science Director
and Curator

nother local
member
of the

widespread

family Lucinidae,
Stewartia floridana
{Conrad, 1833) grows to about 28

mm (about 1.1 inch). The shell outline
is circular, with a squarish, truncated
posterior end. The shell surface is
smooth, and the external sculpture
consists of coarse, irregular growth
lines. The thin, brownish periostracum
(external, brownish layer) is present

in well-preserved shells. Commonly
found on the back bay areas of Sanibel
and Captiva. Learn more about local
mollusks and their shells at www.
shellmuseum.org/shell-guide and www.
shellmuseum.org/blog.

The museum is closed for
renovations while we build your new
aquarium. The aquarium is scheduled
to open in early 2020. See construction
updates at www.shellmuseum.org.

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell
Museum is located at 3075 Sanibel-
Captiva Road. Call 395-2233 or visit
www.shellmuseum.org.3%

The Florida Lucine, Stewartia floridana photo by James F. Kelly

Share your community news with us,
Call 395-1213 or email press@islandsunnews.com

CoOME EXPLORE WITH US!
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sanibel

sea school

American
Legion Post 123

merican Legnon
Post 123 is
aving an Ugly

Christmas Sweater & |
Holiday Celebration this
Saturday, December 21
from 5 to 9 p.m. There
will be a finger food
buffet and live music from 5 to 8 p.m.
Barbecued ribs and chicken will be served
on Sunday, December 22 from noon to 8
p-m. A Christmas dinner will be served on
Wednesday, December 25.

The third Thursday of the month is
Open Mic Night from 6 to 9 p.m.

The 9 Ball pool tournament begins at 5
p-m. on Monday nights.

On Tuesdays, tacos are served all day.
Spaghetti and meatballs are served all day
on Wednesday. On Fridays, a six-ounce
ribeye steak sandwich is on the menu.
There are daily specials as well as half-
pound burgers. Food is served from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m.

New American Legion eligibilty dates
are November 11, 1918 through present.
All veterans are welcome to become
a member. Contact Tim or Randy at
472-9979.

If you have a flag that needs to be
retired, you can drop it off at Post 123.

American Legion Post 123, located at
Mile Marker 3 on Sanibel-Captiva Road, is
open Monday through Saturday from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from noon to
9 p.m. The public is welcome. For more
information, call 472-9979.3%

Gy el

OPEN DAILY
6AM-6PM

Jerry’s Café Open Daily: 7am—-8:30pm
Jerry’s Foods Open Daily: 6am-10pm

Located on Casa Ybel and Periwinkle Way



http://www.shellmuseum.org
mailto:press@islandsunnews.com
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- Tahitian Gardens Shopping Center
iy B PR

& event catering/

® private chef services
[fil concierge menus
| 2003 Periwinkle Way (Tahitian Gardens Plaza) - Sanibel |

239.887.0050 - paperfigkitchen.com |

S .

& Rt ez ool w | For individual shop information:®
& A s 1 iradise OQutfitters ; g 1 : »;‘ 3 Z "-*C‘t‘
_www Thesanibelstore.com ) (GESERIFwr Sammetiis WWW.ShopOnSanibelicom

:::::

" From Antiquity
. and Beyond...

Fine Estate and
Coin Jewelry

* THE CEDAR CHEST
FINE JEWELRY

A Sanibel Tradition Since 1975

Tahitian Gardens, 1993 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957
239-472-2876 or Toll-free 1-800-749-1987
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http://www.CedarGiestSanibel.com
http://www.TheSanibeIStore.com
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CROW Calendar
Of Events

e Clinic for the Rehabilitation
of Wildlife (CROW) has specialty
programs available for residents and
visitors. Meet the staff and learn what it
takes to rescue, rehabilitate and release
wildlife in Southwest Florida.

For reservations, contact the Visitor
Education Center at 472-3644 ext. 229
or reservations@crowclinic.org. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Daily presentations and Wildlife
Walk hospital tours are offered Monday
through Friday at 11 a.m. CROW is
located at 3883 Sanibel-Captiva Road.

Friday, December 20, 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., $25 per person, advance
registration with payment required —
Wildlife Walk with Rehabilitators and Staff
hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5
hours: a 45-minute presentation with
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended
for children under the age of 13.
Photography opportunity following the
tour with an animal ambassador.

Friday, December 20, 11 a.m.,
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3 and
under no charge — Patient Profiles: Birds
of Prey (daily presentation).

Raptors are birds that prey on other
animals in the wild to survive. Their
specialized beaks and talons make them
some of the most effective hunters.

This presentation discusses the unique
adaptations of the native and migratory
raptors of Florida. One of CROW’s
animal ambassadors will be present.

Monday, December 23, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per
person, advance registration with
payment required — Wildlife Walk with
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.
Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5
hours: a 45-minute presentation with
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended
for children under the age of 13.
Photography opportunity following the
tour with an animal ambassador.
Monday, December 23, 11 a.m.,
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3
and under: no charge — Patient Profiles:
Virginia Opossums (daily presentation).
Virginia opossums are the only
marsupial, or pouched mammal, native
to the United States. They are highly
adaptable animals and can live in a
variety of habitats, both natural and
human made. Although it may not be
obvious to some people, opossums are
a unique member of Florida’s wildlife,
playing an important role in the function
of a healthy ecosystem. One of CROW'’s
animal ambassadors will be present.
Tuesday, December 24, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per

Where The Locals Shop!

Walk-in
Humidor

Case Discounts
on Wine and
Liquor

- And We've Got the Goods!

From Lager to Nog
From Macanudo to Moscato
From Absolut to Zinfandel

Find it all at the Grog Shop!

Bailey's Shopping Center
(next to Island Cinema + Comer of Periwinkle Way and Tarpon Bay Road)

person, advance registration with
payment required — Wildlife Walk with
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5
hours: a 45-minute presentation with
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended
for children under the age of 13.
Photography opportunity following the
tour with an animal ambassador.

Tuesday, December 24, 11 a.m.,
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3 and
under: no charge - CROW Case of the
Week (daily presentation).

CROW:'s teaching hospital offers
externship, fellowship and internship
opportunities for natural science and
veterinary medicine students. While
on site, students learn the ins and outs
of conservation medicine and wildlife
rehabilitation, and share their favorite
patient stories. One of CROW'’s animal
ambassadors will be present.

Wednesday, December 25, closed

Christmas Day.
Thursday, December 26, 1
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per
person, advance registration with
payment required — Wildlife Walk with
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.
Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5
hours: a 45-minute presentation with
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended
for children under the age of 13.
Photography opportunity following the
tour with an animal ambassador.
Thursday, December 26, 11
a.m., adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7,
age 3 and under: no charge — Patient
Profiles: Owls of Southwest Florida (daily
presentation).
Raptors are birds that prey on other
animals in the wild to survive. Their

WINNER

Best Pizza
Taste of the
Islands

BOAR’S HEAD @
Dine In ov Take Quit

H

239-472-2555

2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
(Across from CVS)

specialized beaks and talons make them
some of the most effective hunters.
This presentation discusses the unique
adaptations of the native and migratory
raptors of Florida, specifically the five
species of noctumal hunters known

as owls. One of CROW'’s animal
ambassadors will be present.zk

Jack Smith

photo provided

ack Smith caught a 25-inch snook in
Dinkins Bayou on December 9. The
fish was released.¥

------

11:30 AM -8 PM
‘www.TheClamShackSanibel.co

2407 Periwinkle Way
n (239) 472-6882

@



mailto:reservations@crowclinic.org
http://www.TheClamShackSanibel.com
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Sanibel Lighthouse Decked Out

r the 13th
consecutive year, the
Sanibel Lighthouse

has been decorated with
holiday decor by the
employees of the City

of Sanibel Department

of Community Services.
Built in 1884, the Sanibel
Lighthouse has survived
hurricane strength winds
many times and is a
symbol of the community’s
endurance and strength.

As a holiday gift to
the community, city staff
places the green garland
and red bows upon the
lighthouse. Additionally,
both of the adjacent
lighthouse caretaker’s
cottages have been
decorated with garland,
bows,and wreaths for the
holiday season.

Placed on the National
Register of Historical
Places in 1974, ownership
of the Sanibel Lighthouse,
two caretaker’s cottages
and 44.7 acres were
transferred to the City
of Sanibel by the federal
government in 2010. The

Sanibel Lighthouse

photo by Maft Fannon

JERRY'S HAS
EVERYTHING YOU NEED! :

decorations will remain on
the lighthouse and cottages until January 9.3

| _‘ szts « Beach Necessities  Ice Cr P m
~ Art« Full-Service Organzc Spa A

From page 12

Brazilian Pepper

two to three inches long, appear from
September through November. The

fruit is clustered and initially green,
becoring bright red when ripe (usually by
December). This timeframe distinguishes
this non-native plant from native
vegetation, which generally blooms and
bears fruit in the spring through fall. If
you crush a leaf of the Brazilian pepper,
it smells peppery or like turpentine, but
be careful since it is a relative of the
poison ivy family, and therefore, its sap
can cause an allergic reaction.

In order to successfully control
Brazilian pepper, all Brazilian pepper
tree stumps must be treated with
an appropriate herbicide. In most
cases, a product containing the active
ingredient triclopyr is the best choice
for controlling Brazilian pepper;
however, the methods of application
may vary depending on the maturity of
the pepper being treated. Mature trees
should be cut as close to the ground as
possible. Within five minutes, herbicide
should be applied to the cambium
(living tissue just inside the bark).

Small seedlings or re-sprouts may
be hand pulled or treated with foliar
treatment. Brazilian pepper can be
removed from developed property
without a permit; however, a vegetation
permit is required to remove pepper
from a vacant parcel.

Brazilian pepper made its way to
Florida from South America in the
mid-1800s and is native to Argentina,

Paraguay and Brazil. It was brought
here as an ornamental plant, and its
brilliant green foliage and bright red
berries are often used in Christmas
decorations. The introduction of
Brazilian pepper to south Florida serves
as another cautionary tale of why non-
native plant and animal species can be
so detrimental to the environment. In
1996, along with the Brazilian Pepper
Eradication Program, Sanibel City
Council enacted legislation regulating
seven other invasive exotic plant species
- air potato, earleaf acacia, exotic
inkberry, java plum, lead tree, mother-
in-law’s tongue and melaleuca. These
eight are the worst of the invasive
exotics on Sanibel, and may not be
intentionally planted or transplanted
on Sanibel. When applying for any city
development permit, conditions of the
permit require removal of these eight
plants in perpetuity.

To view pictures of these plants or
the city’s The Alien Invasion brochure,
visit www.mysanibel.com/Departments/
Natural-Resources/Vegetation-
Information/Exotic-Vegetation/
Other-Invasive-Exotic-Vegetation.

The Natural Resources Department
section of the city’s website, www.
mysanibel.com, offers information
on native plants, a listing of licensed
contractors, Sanibel’s vegetation
standards and codes, and the
Environmental Reference Handbook
prepared by the city’s vegetation
committee. The committee also offers
free native plant tours. For more
information, call 472-3700.5%

Nanny’s

Children Shop

L e e L R L R

H20 Outfitters

‘Sanibel Surf Shop

e

Spatini Teabar, Organic

N Spa & Hair Lounge

L L

.\f"f s .l l s » il

o

Love Boat Ice Cream

FrAssRARTRT AR R T AR S s R

Sanybel’s Finest Art
and Collectables

of live parrots in

the courtyard!

j

Visit our collection
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From left, Kathy Monroe, Cindy Walker and Anthony Morales Lodwick

t everyone in attendance.
FISH Fne ndly The Frfiendly Faces price fixed lunch
1 consists of an entrée, side, non-alcoholic
FOCGS HOIldOy drink and dessert. Guests pay $8 per$
person upon arrival; FISH subsidizes $2
Lu nCheOn p?r person. Cash is the preferred method
e FISH of SanCap December 10 of payment. If cost is an issue, contact
Friendly Faces Luncheon at George ~ Kathy Y. Monroe at FISH T O oSy
& Wendy's Seafood Grille was a by-case basis, FISH may subsidize a larger
celebration of the holiday season, with part or the entire cost of the meal.
41 community members in attendance. The next Friendly Faces Luncheon is

There were holiday games with prizes, scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Tue,sday,
and plenty of food and conversation to January 14 at George & Wendy 3
make it a festive gathering. Through Seafood Grille. For more information,
the generosity of an anonymous donor, contact Kathy Y. Monroe or Anthony
a “Secret Santa” picked up the tab for Morales at 472-4775 %%

'UDDERLY GREAT FOOD!

=3
|

From left, Chuck Bergstrom with Stephen and Melissa

Y

“r

\aa
iv

From left, Jemy Edelman, Claire Beckmann, Kathy Monroe, Carol Kreml and Melissa Rose

Cruise through your Christmas Shopping
with Gift Certificates from Captiva Cruises.

REAKEAST
LONCH

—

-

DINNER

and the beautiful waters of Pine Island Sound!

239.472.5300

CaptivaCruises.com

2163 Periwinkle Way. Sanibel Island
239.472.0606 * SanibellslandCow.com o 8




New Year, New
Opportunities

by Kealy McNeal

t's that time
Iof year when

people begin
making lists of how
they're going to
become a better
person in the new
year. New Year’s
resolutions typically
involve self-
improvement goals,
and last until about mid-February. While
you're making your list, why not add a
few paddling resolutions to the usual
“drink more water” and “eat less junk
food.” Here are my suggestions:

Go on an overnighter. Find a sandy
stretch along the Caloosahatchee, an
island in the bay, or even a park that
you can paddle to and pitch a tent for
the night. Perhaps head north to Cayo
Costa State Park or south to Koreshan
State Park ~ both offer beautiful
scenery. Ditch your electronics and

enjoy stargazing instead.

Introduce a friend to the sport.
Experience the nostalgia of watching
someone discover the magic of
paddling, and practice your teaching
skills. Take a friend with you when you
explore the canals or venture into the
bay on a calm day.

Start a paddler’s log. Keeping a log
can be beneficial in the long run to help
remind you of conditions of previous
paddle locations, or to claim more
paddling days per year than your buddy
over a drink at Doc Ford'’s.

Explore a new region or watershed.
Let’s say you've been paddling for
awhile on local water. Is it time for a
change of scenery? Consider a trip to
a paddling destination. Head south to
Key Largo for some awesome paddling
around Key Largo Sound, or go north
to Weeki Wachee Springs.

Ocean Tribe Paddlers is a branch of
Sanibel Sea School that helps the local
paddling community better explore,
enjoy and understand the ocean. Visit
www.oceantribepaddlers.org, or follow
on Facebook or Instagram to learn’
more.3¥

Our email address is press@islandsunnews.com

.
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f 1200 Periwinkle Way (239) 472-1995 Full Liguor
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photo provided

wight Dunlap caught and released 12 snook and 25 redfish in Pine Island
Sound recently. He was fishing with Capt. Jack Smith.3%

A b
Oyster Bar open Wed-Sat!
$1.25 Local Oysters from 4-6 pm

Grill Open 4pm - Monday-Saturday
11:30am Sundays Showing ALL the games!

Stone Crabs are Back! (Call for Availability )

“We serve it fresh.... ....or we don’t serve it at all!”

Best Seafood!!
Best Place To
Watch The Game!
Happy Hour Daily l
- - 5:00pm - 6: »
" Tl i T e
0 0980 000 200 e FElrly Dining Menu s16 ! on Sanibel Island!
Grill Open at 4pm Mon-Sat 4:30 - 5:30 « 7 days ' Restaurant Open 7 Days

4:30pm - 9:00pm

11:30am Sanday

Cali-ahead seating available
Fish Market Open at Noon - 9pm (2pm - 9pm Sunday)

°l12—312! + 703 Tarpen Bay Read - www.timbersefsanibsl.co
*Winner Best Seafood 2010-2019

-
-


http://www.oceantribepaddlers.org
mailto:press@islandsunnews.com
http://www.tlmbersafsanlbel.cam
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" BIG.ARTS Holiday Concert Highlights
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BIG ARTS Board Co-chair Don Rice Intfroducing the BIG ARTS Community Chorus at the
December 10 holiday concert at Sanibel Community Church. The Sanibel Captiva Trust
Company was the sponsor for this year's BIG ARTS Community Band and Chorus holiday

concerts. photos provided

g R -

o ;

ol § LY ‘ '
L - »

- A.A‘qﬂ_‘z \i\‘\*‘a

:\-.Vq._%m‘
S ¢ SN S

e v

BIG ARTS Community Chorus performing at Sanibel Community Church
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Congress Jewelers Creative Events « Greenwood Consulting Group @n—-c-—- * Billy’s Rentals
Doug & Sherry Gentry A Friend of CROW + Law Office of Janet M. Strickland, P.A. Island Taxi - OnShore Electric
Sanibel Captiva Beach Resorts Steven & Nancy Siegel * She Sells Sea Shells * Wear the Fund R.S. Walsh Landscaping
T3 Communications Linda Tuffree, Realtor, SWFloridaHomeTeam.com * Steve & Jackie Royka Tarpon Bay Explorers
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FUN DRINKS.

This year we are honored to host the
James Beard Foundation’s Celebrity Chef Tour dinner at our newly
remodeled restaurant. And be sure to check out our new bar room
addition featuring small plates and exotic drinks.
To learn more, visit cielo—sanibel.com

CIELO

1244 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island, FL. Call 239-472-5555
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Following The
Island Currents

by Kathy
Kurtz Ferrar

ell, it's
almost time
for that

big man in the red

8| suit. (No, not that

| guy in the Speedo

who likes going to

| Bowman'’s Beach.

. | Someone please tell

him to put his shirt
back on.)

Santa may still be checking his list,
and if you are too, a trip to the shops
at Periwinkle Place might be in order.

This Sanibel destination, located at 2075
Periwinkle Way, is on every local shopper's
Top 10 list.

While there are 26 shops here, one of
my favorites is Island Pursuit. Aptly named,
it may be the perfect store for island life.
The company has several other locations
in Florida and New England, all stocked
with coastal fashions for women and men.

“Our owner tries to buy casual
sportswear, but elevated a little bit,”
explained Sanibel store manager Melissa
Rhodes. With an infectious laugh, she can
guide customers in the right direction for
stylish purchases.

Splashes of color jump from every
corner of Island Pursuit, as fun sundresses,
bathing suits, tops and shoes beckon.
Some of the store’s popular brands include

‘r?.

Island Pursult store manager Melissa Rhodes is ready fo assist customers

iconic French striped clothing by Saint
James; preppy, logo encrusted pieces
by Vineyard Vines; bright and comfy

clothing from Southern Tide; menswear by

Johnnie-O; and color coordinated shoes
by Jack Rogers (my preferred footwear)
and TOMS, the shoe brand known for its
charitable efforts.

“We try to go with (lines that) give
back, made in the USA, and obviously
sustainable,” Rhodes said, adding fair trade
and organic products are also featured.

OK, I admit we probably can’t give
shoes as holiday presents. Island Pursuit
also carries lots of gift items, like locally
made soaps and soy candles by Sanibel
Naturals. They come in tropical scents

photos by Kathy Kuriz Ferrari

with names like hammock time, beach and
periwinkle. You might want to buy one

for yourself to remember your time on the
islands.

My other favorite in the store is locally
designed jewelry featuring freshwater
pearls and sea glass (actually recycled
glass) knotted on handsome leather cords.
Every time I'm in Island Pursuit, they catch
my eye. (F've been good this year, Santa.
Please?)

Rhodes was sporting one of the
necklaces, apparently sharing my lust
for the line. It also caught loyal customer
Marilyn Conoscenti’s eye, who came in
during my visit.

“This is my go-to store for myself,

Island Pursult carries many gift choices like
soaps by Sanibel Naturals

and also I'm purchasing a gift for my
daughter,” Conoscenti said, as she spied —
and purchased — the necklace Rhodes was
wearing. “She has great taste.”

For more information, visit www.
islandpursuit.com or call 472-4600.

With all this shopping, I'm getting
hungry. A trip to Periwinkle Place usually
includes a meal at Blue Giraffe for me.

| always get sentimental here, as it was
one of my late mother’s favorite lunchtime
spots. (Talk about a power shopper and
someone who could really work up an
appetite shopping! I think it's hereditary.)

Blue Giraffe serves delicious breakfast,
lunch and dinner, with pleasant outdoor
patio seating (pet friendly), with a fun and

Sowing Sanibel Since 1977 « Eat In - Take Out * Free Local Delive w

OPEN 7 DAYS Il am - Closing

239-472-1581 & 239-472-1107
1619 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL
Facebook: islandpizzasanibel
Instagram: Isiland_pizza_sanibel
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Flavia and Geoffrey Letendre put “a lot of
love” into the menu af Blue Giraffe

colorful interior dining option. There’s
also a full bar, daily happy hour, and a
“Husband Day Care Center,” for those
not quite into the whole shopping thing.
(What??)

The restaurant has gone by different
names over its many years at Periwinkle
Place. The Letendre family purchased
Blue Giraffe about three years ago, and
chef Geoffrey Letendre and his wife Flavia
infuse their love of food into the daily
menu.

Food choices are island inspired, and
the local flavor is genuine.

“I grew up on the island,” said the
chef. “When I was a kid, 1 went to (The

Diners enjoy the outdoor patio at Blue Giraffe

Sanibel School) for elementary, but we
left here for about 20 years.”

While away, as a self-described “big,
fat kid who liked to eat,” Letendre
attended the California Culinary
Academy. He went to work in the
restaurant industry in Texas, where he
met his wife.

While owning the restaurant is a dream
come true, he admits it’s a lot of work.

“My wife does a lot. We spend a lot of
time and put a lot of love into it.”

Among Letendre’s favorite dishes are
his signature clam chowder; drunken
grouper, blackened and made with
Captain Morgan rum infused butter; and

SEASIDE DINING

Taste of the Islands “People’s Choice Award”
Winner Seven Continuous Years

Lunch & Dinner

472-8138 i
SANIBEL MARINA

-

Blue Giraffe blackened mahi-mahi tacos.

Letentre is very excited about Blue
Giraffe’s new Mexican menu which was
set to debut this month.

“We always wanted to bring a little
Mexican to the island. | don’t think there’s
much in the offerings for good Mexican
food around,” Letendre added.

The new menu features Causeway
chicken quesadillas; marinated skirt steak
fajitas on either corn or flour tortillas;
pork and grilled pineapple pastor tacos;
Juan in a Million enchiladas with seasoned
beef; and even a simply seasoned ground
beef and cheese dish for “gringos.” (That
would be my husband’s order.)

- -
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Customers Dan Oaks and Todd Miller of
Canton, lllinois take advantage of “Husband
Day Care” at Blue Giraffe while their
“bosses” shop

Blue Giraffe is open daily from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m. (They will be closing at 3
p-m. on Christmas Eve, and closed on
Christmas Day.) For more information,
visit www.bluegirafferestaurant.com or call
472-2525.

So until next time, for those who
celebrate the season, have a merry one.
And to everyone, have fun in the island
currents!

Kathy Kurtz Ferrari is a journalist
who splits her time between Captiva
and the Boston area. If you have any
questions or comments, email
Kathy.islandsunnews@gmail.com.3*
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SANIBEL THRILLER CRUISES

239.472.2328 * www.sanibelthriller.com

Reservations are required * Also Available for Private Charters

Departing from Sanibel Marina
634 N. Yachtsman Dr. ¢ Sanibel Island



http://www.bluegirafferestaurant.com
mailto:islandsunnews@gmail.com
http://www.sanibelthriller.com
http://www.sanibelmarina.com
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Front enfrance at Clelo

Restaurant
Reveals Fresh
Look, New Name

by Jeff Lysiak

‘Eollowing a nearly seven month
renovation, the island restaurant
d  known as IL Cielo reopened on
December 4 with a new name — Cielo
- along with a new look for the front
entrance area, main dining room and bar
area.

“Cielo was taken down to bare walls

photos by Bob Petcher

and completely remodeled with a new
entrance way and landscaping,” said
Marcus Preece, general manager. “The
kitchen was rebuilt with new cooking
equipment, a hood system with controlied
return air, LED lights, ceiling, floor and air
conditioning.”

Following completion of the
renovations, which started on May 13 and
was completed on November 22, Cielo
welcomed back a majority of its staff,
including Chef Melissa Akin.

“Ninety percent of our staff returned a
few weeks before we reopened, allowing
themn to taste Chef Melissa’s new menu
and get back into the groove of things,”

tghthouse Cafe

The World's Best Breakfast '-

Y -roasted prime rib au jus, burgcrs‘
~ salads, chicken parmesan, pastas 3

s Fresh local grouper, yellowrail snapper,
; ,mahl mabhi. tripletail, ahi tuna 2

~ * Choice grill«d ribeye and chateau
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iic beers, as well a

ud SeatmgA
W ARE US (call ahea 0
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The main dining room at Cielo

added Preece. “It is great to have
everyone back. It makes it feel like home

again after all the months of construction.”

Of all of the major renovations
completed at the restaurant, Preece
pointed out the most impressive
transformation can be seen in the main
dining area.

“The small patio area located at the
front entrance has been enclosed and
now accommodates a stainless steel and
wood horseshoe-shaped bar with banquet
seating around the perimeter, with floor-
to-ceiling windows,” said Preece. “The
old bar location was converted to be part
of the main dining area with high-back

booths, along with a private dining room
(able to seat 40 to 50 people) that can be
used for private corporate events, small
weddings, birthdays, etc. The open floor
plan of the dining area allows each guest
to be part of the dining room without it
being overcrowded and people being on
top of each other.”

Preece also pointed out that the main
feature in the renovated dining room is a
temperature/humidity controlled horizontal
display wine wall, measuring 16 feet wide
by eight feet tall.

In order for restaurants to keep up to
date with trends both in design and food
concept, remodel work typically takes

LUNCH -BAR-DINNER-GIFTS

* Cocktails

*Qutdoor
Dmmg

G ,:pht;' : Faccbool; ctg'
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,ﬁ - AT THE VILLAGE SHOPS
|_362 PEilh‘é VM'SNNIB

WHﬂUSEC Monday - Saturday 11-9 « www.T2TRADERS.com
2340 Periwinkle Way
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The new horseshoe-shaped bar area

place every seven to 10 years. However,
the leadership team at Cielo decided

it was time to make a few changes. ..
including the name.

“Many of our guests referred to us
as Cielo,” said Chuck Grover, manager.

“Plus, with new look of Cielo, it sounds
better.”

“IL Cielo had built a great reputation
on Sanibel and Captiva and the
surrounding area over the last 10 years,”
said Preece. “The name IL Cielo was
often mispronounced, so Cielo (CHEE-el-
oh) it became.”

During the period the restaurant was
closed for renovation work, Chef Akin
traveled to Chicago, Orlando and across
the state of Florida to attend food shows
and meet with produce, dairy, cattle and
fisherie representatives, sourcing local
products for her new menu. She is also
working with the American Culinary
Federation to complete her coursework
and practical exams to become a CEC
(Certified Executive Chef).

“Both our happy hour bar menu and
dinner menu have changed, allowing Chef
Akin to spread her culinary wings,” said
Preece.

In the few weeks Cielo has been open
following the renovation, customers
have showered the restaurant staff with
compliments about how pleased they

;.x‘l‘"“‘ ' "’

\\“1.'
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are to see so many positive changes
completed on site.

“All of us at Cielo are beyond happy
with the way the project turned out,” said
Grover. “We hope that the guests of Cielo
this season enjoy the new while enjoying
dinner, an exotic cocktail by our resident
mixologist Greg or a bottle of wine from
our extensive collection.”

“Comments have been very positive
about the new look from our regulars, and
first time guests seem to like the look of
the new design,” added Preece. “We have
been told we are metropolitan but still
have that Floridian feel.”

As for the future of Cielo, Grover
explained that a successful businessman
once told him, “To rest content with the
way things are is the first sign of business
decay.”

“We will never rest at Cielo,” he
added. “We will continue to improve
every day.”

Cielo, located at 1244 Periwinkle Way
on Sanibel, serves dinner from 4:30 to 9
p.m. seven days a week, with a Sunday
brunch offered from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Happy hour is offered daily from 4:30
to 6 p.m., with live piano entertainment
Tuesday through Sunday starting
at 6 p.m. For reservations or more
information, call 472-5555 or visit www.
cielo-sanibel.com. 3%

Cielo’s wine wall measures 16 feet wide by eight feet fall
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SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO SANIBEL ISLAND
AND WANTS TO HAVE BREAKFAST WITH YOU!

BREAKFAST WViTH

| ——

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 9-11AM
ADULTS (13+) $27.24 - CHILDREN (0-12) $21.99

JOIN US FOR THIS EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY EVENT:

BUFFET BREAKFAST SUGAR COOKIE

DECORATING STATION
WRITE A LETTER TO SANTA

SHELL ORNAMENT

SANTA CLAUS PHOTO OP CRAET STATION

FOR TICKETS, VISIT SANTAATSUNDIAL.BPT.ME

ot

1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL IsSLAND @) © ©
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White and Dark Chocolate
Mousse with Strawberries

12 large strawberries, rinsed, hulled
and sliced

Fresh mint, for garnish

White Chocolate Mousse Ingredients:

3 ounces white chocolate for baking,
broken into pieces

% cup heawy whipping cream, divided

2 tablespoons conEactloners sugar

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

Dark Chocolate Mousse Ingredients:

3 ounces dark chocolate for baking,
broken into pieces

% cup heavy whipping cream, divided

2 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

In a small saucepot combine Y4 cup
heawy cream and the white chocolate
pieces. Cook over medium heat until the
chocolate is completely melted. Remove
from heat and cool completely.Beat

G-

{

LIVE
ON THE
ISLANDS

Cielo has live entertainment with
pianist and vocalist Scott McDonald
Tuesday through Sunday.

Island Cow has live entertainment on
Friday with Dan Confrey. Peter Redpath
plays on Saturday. Dan Confrey returns
on Sunday.

The Jac Sanibel Island Bar & Grille
has live entertainment on Friday with The
Wildlings. James Prather performs on
Thursdays.

Traders Coastal Cuisine has live
entertainment Tuesday and Thursday
with Danny Morgan and Friends. Chris
Workman plays on Wednesday.

remaining cream, confectioners’ sugar,
and vanilla extract in small mixing bowl
until stiff peaks form (do not overbeat).
Fold melted baking bar mixture into
whipped cream; refngerate Spoon into

White and Dark Chocolate Mousse with Strawbermies

photo courtesy Fresh From Florida

Restaurant owners/managers,
serving bowl or individual dishes. To please email or fax any changes to
assemble the dish layer the two mousses your entertainment schedule to
with the strawberries in four wide-rim press @islandsunnews.com
glasses.Keep cold and garnish with fresh | or 395-2299. 4 -

mint.3%
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A5 239.472-2555 .0 on

www.sanibeldeli.com
2330 Palm R!g!ge Rd.

& Sovlv UCH MORE!
WINNER Best F:zza

The Only Dockside Dining on Sanibel
Located at the Sanibel Marina
Specializing in Local Seafood

We also feature Petite & 10 oz. Filet Mignons

Dining Awards: 6 years runmng

472-8138 ¢

FRESHLY PREPARED 'SUSHI- TO GO'

SHIMA

voted Best Sushi

Grab N Go

Sundial Beach Resort & Spa

239-395-6013

shimasushisteak.com

1451 Middle Gulf Drive

FULL DELI BAKERY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

COLD BEVERAGES

Call us for your cookout, picnic

and party needs. We'll take care of you!

Corner of Periwinkle Way & Tarpon Bay Road

472-1516

: Old-Fashioned

BREASTS |
ON THE

Fried Chicken ISLANE

Open Daily 1lambo Sordpm 239 472.2534
Take Out . Dollvory Catering

The Sarubel Sprout

Vegani®a T1Ce

N
fand ]um 1Bar

'100% organic and o
~ Catering and specual orders we u-gg\e
| oﬂgmulif!e’sh Jurce cmd smoofhle ar

Restaurant & Deli
Daily Lunch Specials ® Salad Bar ¢ Take-Out
or Eat In  Breakfast ® Lunch ¢ Dinner
Open Daily 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Store Hours 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

CALL FOR
DAILY SPECIALS
472-9300

1AM - Close, 7 days a week |
Take-Out or Eat-In |
 Blue G\raffe

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner |
B e Restaurant and Full Liquor Bar
Island Dining See our full menu at:

www.bluegirafferestaurant.com |

239-472-2525 |

Periwinkle Place Shopping Center


http://www.sanibeldeli.com
http://www.bluegirafferestaurant.com

Award-Winning
Pianist To Perform
At St. Michael’s

Qilin Sun

Church will host pianist Qilin

Sun in a piano concert on Friday,
December 27 at 7 p.m. at the church.
The recital is part of the St. Michael’s
Nourishment for Body, Mind and Spirit
lecture and concert series. It is free and
open to the public.

Sun will play on the church’s new
Steinway grand piano, a gift of the late
Bob Ingraham and his wife, June.

Hailed by the Irish Times as a
brilliant performer with “unfettered
enthusiasm,” Sun made her orchestral
debut at age 11, playing Mozart’s Piano
Concerto No. 23, K. 488 with the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra. Since
then, she has performed in various
venues throughout Asia, Europe and
North America. She has also received
a number of awards and accolades,
including first prize in the Xing Hai Cup
National Youth Piano Competition in
Beijing, second prize in the China Wen
Hua Award National Piano Competition,
and first prize in the 5th Asian Piano
Competition in Hong Kong.

Her recent concert highlights include
the opening gala concert with the
Chengdu Orchestra in the City Concert
Hall in China and recitals at Alice Tully
Hall of Lincoln Center, Royal Dublin
Society of Ireland, Ruinekerk in the
Netherlands, Imperial Palace of Goslar
in Germany, Grand Hall of Sichuan
Conservatory of Music in China,

Aspen Chapel in Colorado, Chateau of
Fontainebleau in France, Studzinski Halil
of Bowdoin College, Paul Hall, Morse
Hall, and the Peter J. Sharp Theater of
The dJuilliard School, along with other
various venues throughout New York
City.

As a collaborative musician, Sun
is currently a member of the Altezza
Piano Trio. Having been promoted by
The Juilliard School’s Honors Chamber
Music Program, the trio made its
recital debut at Alice Tully Hall and is
quickly establishing itself as a promising
ensemble in New York City. In addition,
as a member of The New duilliard

St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal

photo provided

Ensemble, Sun premiered several new
works playing the piano and celesta in
Alice Tully Hall.

Born in Sichuan, China, Sun started
playing the piano at age 3. After
completing her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees at The Juilliard School in 2018,
she was accepted again by The Juilliard
School for the doctor of musical arts
degree, the most prestigious program
the school offers. She is currently a
CV Starr doctoral fellow under the
tutelage of Yoheved Kaplinsky and Matti
Raekallio.

For more information, contact Alan
Kelmereit at 472-2173 or visit www.
saintmichaels-sanibel.org. St. Michael &
All Angels Episcopal Church is located at
2304 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel.3¢

Community House

Holiday Desserts Workshop

A Hands-on Holiday Desserts
workshop will be held on Saturday,
December 21 from 9 a.m. to noon.

Lean how to make chocolate truffles,
croquembouche, snowball cookies, kringla
cake and chocolate brittle. Cost is $45
for members and $55 for guests.

BIG ARTS Current Evenis

The BIG ARTS Current Events group
meets from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays
and Wednesdays.

Indoor Mini Golf

The indoor mini golf course — a

- *
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Sanibel holiday tradition — opens for play
on Thursday, December 26 from 4 to 7
p.m. Additional dates include Friday and
Saturday, December 27 and 28 from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. Cost is $3 for nine holes.
Daily prizes are provided by Sunny Island
Adventures. Prizes for each player are
provided by Zoomers.

Sanibel Yoga

Yoga Nidra with Dr. Susan Susan
Pataky is offered on Mondays from 3 to
4 p.m. Experience the powerful practice
of deep relaxation.

Sanibel Yoga with Vinyasa is offered
on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and Gentle Yoga
at 11:15 a.m. On Thursdays, yoga for all
levels is held at 10 a.m. and Gentle Yoga

continued on page 37

dinner

should
always be

a new
adventure

BEST NEW RESTAURANT 2019

BEST DESSERTS 2

10

FAMILY OWNED BY LOCAL RESIDENTS

whole island is talking about.

Just two minutes off Periwinkle
at the entrance to the Sanibel Golf Club.

Island life has a unique flavor—easy, casul ad '
NOTHING FANCY. JUST *;' a

Malia Island Fusion Cuisine offers won‘
friendly atmosphere and fabulous cocktail
that same istand flavor. Expect to be surpris 3
our chef’s fresh, authentic creations. Or dive,
our island favorites like Tuna Nachos, Scallop and
Shrimp Curry and Island Fish Stew. it’s the
perfect balance of casual and cuisine.

Slip into your flip-flops for an adventure with
family and friends. Come experience what the

EASY TO FIND. IMPOSSIBLE TO FORGET.

1100 par vieWw .

—
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What’s Happening
At The House

MONDAYS
10 am Shell Crafter Lesson
Limited Seating

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
10 am & 11:15 am Sanibel Yoga

THURS. DECEMBER 19

9 am Home Schoolers Cooking

SAT. DECEMBER 21

9 am - 12 pm Hands-On
Holiday Desserts

MON. DECEMBER 23
No Shell Crafters
3 pm Yoga Nidra

MINI GOLF
THURS. DECEMBER 26 4 -7 pm

FRI. DECEMBER 27 9-7pm

SAT. DECEMBER 28 9-7pm

We are currently looking
for Mini Golf Sponsors

Save the Date
SCA Gala January 31

Payments online:
www.sanibelcommunityhouse.net

Shell Crafts, Local Honey & Product For Sale

For Full Schedule of ALL
Happenings, visit
www.SanibelCommunityHouse.net

NN

The Community House
SANIBEL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

(239) 472-2155

email info-rsanibelcommunityhouse.net
2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957

“To ennch community spirit through educational,
culturat and social gatherings in our
n::torc Community House.”

The SCAis a 501¢ 3 Organization.

Follow Us On Facebook & Instagram

The Community House

Sugarcane

Guinea. During the 5th century AD,
a chemist found a way to crystalize
sugarcane juice to make sugar easier to

t 4

Lulinary
Education
{enter

transport. The sugarcane plant reached
Spain around 715 AD, introduced

to the Americas during the 16th and
17th centuries. During this time, many
sugarcane farms were formed across
the world using African slaves as their
primary labor source.

Sugarcane juice has many health
benefits and has been used as a natural
remedy for hundreds of years. The
juice is rich in powerful antioxidants

that help fight infections and boost the

by Resident Chef Jared Harris

ugarcane is a group of grass

species that belongs to Poaceae

family. Other members of this
family include corn, wheat and rice.
Sugarcane is grown around the world
primarily to produce sugar, however,
sugarcane plants are also used for
making ethanol, molasses, bagasse
(animal fodder) and rum. Fibers from
the sugarcane plant can be woven
into fabrics and used to make paper
products.

Sugar is produced from sugarcane
juice that’s extracted from the stalk
of the plant. This process involves
crushing, heating, cooling and refining
the sugarcane juice. In the United
States, sugar cane is grown in Florida,
Louisiana and Hawaii. Brazil is the
largest producer of sugarcane in the
world.

Sugarcane was originally

domesticated around 8,000 BC in New

immune system. Sugarcane juice is also
rich in iron, potassium, magnesium,
calcium and electrolytes.

Fresh sugarcane can be purchased at

Caribbean and Latin markets. You can
also buy it online.

Here is a simple recipe to try using
fresh sugarcane:

Grilled Sugarcane Shrimp

Ingredients

dJuice and zest of 1 lime

Y2 cup soy sauce

Y4 cup Worcestershire sauce

1 tbsp. dark rum

1 tbsp. coconut oil

1 tsp. Demerara sugar

2 cloves of garlic (minced)

1 jalapefio pepper {seeded and
chopped fine)

2 pounds large shrimp (peeled and
deveined)

24 two-inch chunks fresh pineapple

12 eight-inch sugarcane skewers

Method

Place the first eight ingredients in a

IL TESORO RISTORANTE

FINE

FTALIAN

C WU I SIN-E

bm,yxbrox[ét- Tl o o o e it e JS:/ZO
VOTED “BEST CHEF’

BEST OF THE ISLANDS AWARD

TASTE OF THE ISLANDS
IRON CHEF WINNER AJ BLACK

Celebrating Our 10 Year Anniversary

;] % Extensive New Wine List

e

Tasting Menu

;ih'plicity, love...

 treasured dining experience”

— CheflOwner AJ Black

751 Tarpon Bay Road

Sanibel Island, FL

Reservations Suggested
www.iltesoro.net * 239-395-4022

blender and blend until smooth.

Place the shrimp in a zip-closure bag
and pour the marinade on the shrimp.
Refrigerate for 1 hour (overnight is
best).

Remove the shrimp from the bag
and skewer 1 pineapple chunk then 1
shrimp and then a second pineapple
chunk on each skewer.

Place the shrimp skewers on the grill
and cook until lightly browned. Turn the
skewers once and cook for an additional
3 to 5 minutes.

Remove the shrimp skewers from
the grill and serve.

Resident Chef Jarred Harris heads
the Culinary Education Center at
The Community House on Sanibel.
For volunteer opportunities or
questions, contact him at kitchen@
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call

472-2155.5%

Garden Club
Auction Set
For January 14

Fay Camey

photo provided

y Carney will serve as auctioneer
F at the Shell Islands Garden Club
Biennial Auction, to be held on
Tuesday, January 14 at The Community
House. Carney, a garden club member
and colorful raconteur, will auction off a
variety of quality items related to home
and garden, as well as themed baskets,
gift certificates from local businesses,
handcrafted one-of-a kind treasures,
jewelry and household furnishings.

Jeannine Brinkerhoff and Maggie
Butcher are co-chairing the event and
promise “a lively auction with some
interesting items.” There will also be a
silent auction, in which attendees may
place their bids on select items until the
final bell.

The public is invited to attend.
According to Brinkerhoff, this event is
highly anticipated and offers “something
for everyone and a fun afternoon for a
good cause.” The Community House
doors will open at noon with auction
bidding to begin at 12:15 p.m.

Light refreshments will be served.

The auction is the nonprofit

continued on page 33


http://www.sanibelcommunityhouse.net
http://www.SanibelCommunityHouse.net
http://www.iltesoro.net

> - ¢ >

ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019 | 33

WE WISH YOU A BEACHY
Y
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JOIN US FOR A HOLIDAY BUFFET!
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 10AM-3PM

1 ADULTS $58 - CHILDREN 4-12 $29 - CHILDREN 3 & UNDER FREE

Plus tax and gratuity. Reservations will be guaranteed with a credit card.
Cancellations must be made at least 72 hours in advance to avoid a charge to the account.

ol

From left, Alice and Laurie Verme of Sanibel's Best Homemade Ice Cream inventing ice
cream fiavors in the lab with Capt. Chris Wittman, co-founder of Captfains for Clean Water

New Ice Cream
Flavor To Debut
At Fundraiser

apt. Chris Wittman of Captains
for Clean Water has joined forces
with Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice
Cream for a yearlong fundraising effort
supporting education on the issues facing
Florida’s estuaries and the Everglades.
Wittman, along with Laurie and Alice
Verme of Sanibel’s Best Homemade
Ice Cream, have created a new ice
cream flavor, with proceeds from sales
benefiting Captains for Clean Water.
“Every scoop sold of our new top
secret ice cream flavor in 2020 will
raise funds to support water education
and outreach,” said Wittman, a self-
proclaimed ice cream lover. “We will
unveil the new flavor at the fundraiser
kickoff on Sanibel Island January 3rd.”
“Captains for Clean Water is fighting
to overcome the most important
challenge facing our community,” said
Laurie Verme, owner of Sanibel’s Best
Homemade Ice Cream, formerly known
as Pinocchio’s. “I grew up on the North
Shore of Long Island and my father was
a bayman,” said Verme. “I recall dolphins
swimming in Long Island Sound until
the water became unfit; they migrated
south and so did we. Now with the risk
of history repeating, my family and 1
want to help make 2020 a turning point
year for clean water. Water is life and is
the most important part of our world.
Working with Capt. Chris and his team,
we aim to make a difference and hope to
turn heads in government at all levels.”
Chauncey Goss, chairman of the
South Florida Water Management
District Board, serves on the Captains
for Clean Water board of directors and

photo provided

plans to join local dignitaries and the
Sanibel and Captiva Islands Chamber of
Commerce at the kickoff.

“STEM students will join in and learn
all we can,” said Kelly Johnson, STEM
leader at The Sanibel School. “Who can
say no to ice cream and a good cause?”

“We encourage the public to stay
informed and consider becoming a
member of Captains for Clean Water,”
said Wittman. “Water quality impacts
everything from our economy to our way
of life. We invite everyone to join us as
advocates for long-term, science-based
solutions to the manmade water crisis in
South Florida.”

The Captains for Clean Water 2020
Sanibel fundraiser will take place at
Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice Cream,
located at 362 Periwinkle Way, from
noon to 6 p.m. on Friday, January 3.

For more information, visit www.
captainsforcleanwater.org. 3¢

From page 32

Garden Club
organization’s biggest fundraising

event. Proceeds from the auction help
support the following local organizations:
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
(SCCEF); Clinic for the Rehabilitation of
Wildlife (CROW); Sanibel Community
Association; Sanibel Historical Museum
and Village; and ECHO, a worldwide,
outreach organization that teaches
sustainable farming methods.

The Shell Islands Garden Club meets
on the second Tuesday of the month
from October to May. Members take
part in a variety of pursuits, such as floral
arranging, garden tours and field trips to
local nurseries, and helping to create and
maintain native plantings in public places.

For more information, visit www.
sanibelgardenclub.org.3%
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] BUFFET HIGHLIGHTS
3 - Award-Winning Sushi & Iced Seafood Bar

Hors d'Oeuvres Table
Field Greens Salad Bar

Made-to-Order Omelet & Waffle Station

or Taste of ltaly Pasta Station’
Glazed Bone-In Virginia Ham

Salmon Duxelle en Croute

Grain Mustard and Herb-Crusted Ribeye Loin

Honey-Maple Fried Turkey

Fully Loaded Baked Sweet Potato

Roasted Winter Vegetables
Saffron & Sage Risotto
Chef's Dessert Display

*Omelets and Waffles at 10am-12pm
seatings; Pasta at 1-3pm seatings.

For the full menu, visit e

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 2379.395.6013

1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL ISLAND ) €© ©

SUNDIAL

BEACH RESORT & SPA
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oSt
Virtual Reality
At Sanibel Library

eekly children’s programs

with Youth Service Librarian

Deanna Evans continue this
month at Sanibel Public Library. STEM
programs for all ages have been added
to the schedule. The events are on the
calendar at the library’s website at www.
sanlib.org.

Storytime for preschoolers and their

caregivers will be held on Wednesdays

photos provided

and Thursdays at 11 a.m. Family
Storytime helps develop pre-reading
skills through songs and stories. No
registration required.

The After-School Crew (for
kindergarten through fifth grade) will
meet at 3 p.m. on Thursdays. There will
be books, puzzles, games, crafts and
snacks. No registration required. No
program on Thursday, December 26.

Stop by the library from 10 a.m. to
noon on Friday, December 27 to test
drive a virtual reality viewer. Patrons
ages 13 and older can take the Deep
Sea Adventure: Whale Encounter and
Coral Reef, a VR underwater world.

GULFSHORE

OPERA LR

AEER ‘o IER

Serving 3 Counties & j y

SEASON 6 1 3 4
& “Eeaturing Robynbamp
g Februaryézlépm
Sanibel Congregational UCC
$50-$35

CHARLOTTE - LEE - COLLIER
STEPPANN PRARCE. GENERAL DIRECTOR

239.529.3925
www.gulfshorec

GO Cabaret with Jazz Tyio
ATRIBUTETO LOUIS ARMSTRONG

=
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January 25 | 7pm

Sanibel Community House
515 1( J’./(/("\ wine & ll}"/’t'[/.'«'l\

Bryson Staniey experiences virtual reality at Sanibet Public Library

The book for February is The Dutch
House by Ann Patchett.

The library has an abundance of
materials to help you organize and
plan your holiday meals. If you're
looking for culinary inspiration, try a
cookbook like The Best of America’s
Test Kitchen 2020, or the classic {and
updated this year), Joy of Cooking.
There are also magazines with holiday
tips including Martha Stewart Living
and Bon Appétit. The library also offers
music streaming services — Freegal
and Hoopla - with millions of songs,
including holiday music playlists from

continued on page 35

The public is invited to these
programs and there is no additional cost
to participate.

Use the selfie station in the main
lobby to take a photo posing with
holiday props. You can email the photos
to yourself or to friends up north.

The book discussion group is reading
Chances Are... by Richard Russo.

The discussion begins at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, January 22. Copies of
books for discussion are offered in a
variety of formats, including audiobook,
eBook and large print. While it is
preferable to come to the discussion
having read the book, all are welcome.

New Year’s Eve 2019 Five Course Tasting Menu
Seatings at 6 pm and 8:30 pm * Call for Reservations
$150 pp with wine pairings, $110 pp without wine pairings
Tax and Gratuity not included

COURSE ONE - Choice of:
- Potato Leek Soup with Caviar  Pinot Noir
- Roasted Porcini Mushroom Salad e Red Blend

COURSE TWO - Choice of:

- Foie Gras Ravioli » Friulano Friuli

- Crawfish Spring Roll ¢ Sauvignon

COURSE THREE - Choice of:

- Five Spiced Butter Poached Lobster Tail « Spumante
- Japanese Style Grilled Octopus & Tuna e Zinfandel

COURSE FOUR - Choice of:
- Venison Loin ¢ Syrah
- Wagyu Tenderloin « Nebbiolo

COURSE FIVE - Choice of:
- Chocolate Mousse Trio  Solera
Grilled Lemongrass Pound Cake e Reisling

1625 Periwinkle Way ¢ 239.472.1956
www.SweetMelissasCafe.com


http://www.gulfshoreol
http://www.SweetMelissasCafe.com
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Volunteers are a big part of FISH of SanCap's success

FISH Of SanCap
Welcomes Back
Volunteers

ISH of SanCap extends a heartfelt
F“Welcome back!” to all seasonal
volunteers. Thanks to FISH
volunteers, the community is stronger;
they are heroes who accomplish
remarkable feats every day and have
a real impact on the lives of island
neighbors. With volunteer help, FISH
continues to honor its mission, “to lend
a helping hand to those that live, work
or visit Sanibel and Captiva islands.”
“We are thrilled to see our seasonal
volunteers return, and we have lots of
areas that can use their assistance. And,
we are always looking for additional
people who want to volunteer within
their community. Even if you have just
one hour, once a week, we can find a
place for you,” said Maria Espinoza,

photo provided

FISH Walk-In Center manager.

FISH recently held a volunteer
recruitment social to introduce
the community to the available
opportunities. Volunteers are trained
in their area(s) of interest and placed
with a more seasoned volunteer to
shadow. There are always opportunities
to become involved with FISH, from
transportation to meal delivery, phone
duty to stocking shelves.

“FISH could not offer the programs
and services to the extent that we do
without our fantastic volunteer force.
Our islands have some of the most
committed volunteers with an incredible
range and depth of experience that is
fundamental to our success. We are
looking forward to celebrating our
volunteers at the FISH Annual Meeting
and Volunteer Recognition Luncheon,
scheduled for February 19,” added
Alicia Tighe, FISH executive director.

To learn more about FISH and
volunteer opportunities, contact Maria
Espinoza at 472-4775 3%

From page 34

Sanibel Library

pop and country to classical.

Sanibel Public Library loans out
cooking kits, which check out like
library books. The kits are circulated
in bags with a coordinating cookbook
and instructions. Some of the kits are
especially handy at this time of year,
like the dip server, cookie kit, pie, cake
and tart kits, or crépe kit.

Sanibel Public Library cards are
available to all residents of Sanibel and

Lee County at no charge. Visitor cards
are available for a $10 fee and are good
for one year.

Sanibel Public Library will be closed
on Tuesday and Wednesday, December
24 and 25. The library will close early
on New Year's Eve, open from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31. It
will be closed on Wednesday, January 1
for New Year’s Day.

Sanibel Public lerary is located
at 770 Dunlop Road. For more
information, call 472-2483, or visit
www.sanlib.org. 3¢

B ¢ P R,

EMEDFT LY L bt
ISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019 | 35

NEW YEAR'S EVE
]

_

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31

ADULTS $84.99 - CHILDREN 4-12 $32.49
CHILDREN 3 & UNDER FREE

A ksidod ber of cab with reserved seating are awailable at $788.40 andlincluds admission for up ba ten.

ISLAND-STYLE BUFFET - STILT WALKER
FIRE DANCER SHOW - GAMES
PIE EATING CONTEST
DJ & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
FACE PAINTING - FIRE PIT S'MORES °
COUNTDOWN TOAST

— AND MORE!

FOR TICKETS, CALL 3800.838.3006
OR VISIT SUNDIAL.BPT.ME

SUNDIAaL

BEACH RESORT & S‘PA

1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL ISLAND .T% ' |

ot
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The Guard/ans

by Di Saggau
ohn Grisham’s

latest novel

The Guardians
is a suspenseful
thriller about a
workaholic attorney
and Episcopal
priest named Cullen
Post. Post is an

“innocence lawyer”

who works to free
people who he feels have been wrongfully
incarcerated. He writes, “Prison is a
nightmare for those who deserve it. For
those who don't, it is a daily struggle to
maintain some level of sanity. For those
who suddenly learn that there is proof of
their innocence yet they remain locked up,
the situation is literally maddening.”

His main case involves a young black
man named Quincy Miller, who was
found guilty of shooting a lawyer named
Keith Russo, in the small Florida town of
Seabrook. There were no witnesses and no
one with a motive, but Quincy was tried,
convicted and sent to prison for life. He’s
been in prison for 22 years, maintaining
his innocence. He says a fellow inmate
fabricated a story about him being the
killer, and his ex-wife made false claims
about him owning several guns. Another
t him fleeing the scene of
looks for ev1dence in

ling had ties to a drug cartel
23 the retired sheriff who handled
the original investigation.

Post works for Guardian Ministries,
a four-person’ ‘team dedicated to righting
wrongs of the criminal justice system.
Powerful, ruthless people murdered Keith
Russo, and they do not want Quincy
Miller exonerated. Grisham again delivers
a complex thriller that deals with not only
false incarceration, but the death penalty
and how the legal system shows prejudice.
In the book he writes, “Correction facilities
are huge businesses. In the U.S. there are

GUARIDIANS

image provided

over two million people locked up, and

it takes one million employees and $80

billion in tax dollars to take care of them.”
I would like to see more books with

Cullen Post in the lead to free those

who have been falsely imprisoned. The

Guardian lives up to Grisham’s reputation

for entertaining legal fiction.3¥

Top 10 Books
On The Island

1. Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes

2. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia
Owens

3. Minute to Midnight by David
Baldacci

4. Daisy Jones and the Six by Taylor
Jenkins Reid

5. Collector’s Apprentice by BA
Shapiro

6. Chef by James Patterson

7. Warning by Anonymous

8. Ninth House by Leah Bardugo

9. Talking to Strangers by Leah Weiss

10. Holidays on Ice by David Sedaris
Courtesy Macintosh Books and Paper.3&

THE SANIBEL
HANDYMAN

Island Resident, Licensed & Insured
HOME REPAIRS SPECIALIST!

e Home Repairs
e Wood Repairs
e Power Washing

Doug Wilson

239-292-3314

“Call to discuss
your needs”

School Smart

] by Shelley M.
Greggs, NCSP

ear
Shelley,
My

grandchildren will
be visiting me
for this holiday
o season, and I need
some suggestions
| for educational

gifts that don’t
involve technology. They get enough
of that from their parents. | don't have
much room for large toys or sports
equipment either. My granddaughter is
age 8 and my grandson is age 10. What
suggestions do you have?

Jesse L, Sanibel

Jesse,

Your grandchildren are at wonderful
ages for many non-toy, non-tech gifts
that are educational and fun. I have
listed several suggestions that I hope
you find appealing.

You might purchase a series of
classes for them: music, dance, riding,
drawing, acting - classes are a great
way to encourage children in their
interests. Find out their interests and
what’s available in their hometown and
sign them up.

You might purchase a family
membership in their local zoo, science
museum, children’s museum, YMCA
membership, etc. These are particularly
great for family gifts. Many young
families want to enjoy day outings, but
affording them can be a challenge,
so give them the gift of a yearly
membership.

Purchase a magazine subscription
for something they are interested in.
Kids enjoy getting things in the mail
and, as a plus, they will be practicing
their reading and learning specialized
vocabulary.

Purchase tickets to “special events”
either in their hometown or for an
event during their visit or both. Movie
tickets or tickets to a play, concert or
sports event are great. Having an event
to look forward to is exciting for kids.

Kids love activities like miniature
golf, bowling, skating and jumping
on a trampoline. These are so much
fun, and a big part of the fun is going
together Children love spending time
with the adults in their lives, plus these
activities will provide for some exercise.

Games and puzzles are great
activities for developing memory and
cognitive skills like problem solving.
Games teach a lot, too, and not just
factual information but social skills as
well.

Books are my all-time favorite gifts
for kids both young and old, and the
benefits from reading are endless. While
a book from their favorite author is
always welcome, you might want to try
something new, like reading poetry,

a play or a mystery out loud to one
another.

A gift given to a charity chosen by
the child. Depending on the age of
your child, this may or may not be an
appropriate gift, but if so, introduce

several charities to your child. Include
organizations that work in your area
{such as a food bank), that do work that
is important to your family (perhaps,
planting trees in deforested areas), or
that your child would find intriguing
(say, provides school supplies to low
income kids in your community). Let
the child choose a charity and give

a gift in your child’s name to that
organization. Deliver the gift in person,
if appropriate. Alternatively, you could
find a Christmas Giving Tree-type
program in your area and gift your
child the same glfts you provide for the
low-income child in need to serve as a
reminder of how kids everywhere all
just want to play and feel loved.

I hope that these suggestions are
useful to you and result in happy gift
giving and receiving!

Shelley Greggs is adjunct
faculty at Florida SouthWestern
State College, where she teaches
psychology and education courses.
She is also a nationally certified school
psychologist and consultant for School
Consultation Services, a private
educational consulting company.
Questions for publication may be
addressed to smgreggs@gmail.com.
Not all questions submitted can be
addressed through this publication.3¢

Academy Academy Contenders

BIG ARTS
Academy
Award Series

by Stan Gembicki

he BIG
ARTS 2019
Academy

Award Contenders
Series at Island
Cinema begins
Wednesday,
January 8 at
12:30 p.m. and
will continue for
five Wednesdays
at the same time through February 5.
Each week, one of the top Academy
Award contender films will be screened
followed by a discussion at Island
Cinema. The films will be announced
as soon as they are confirmed, usually
seven to eight days prior to the
screening.

This popular series allows movie
lovers to see some of the best films of
the year and offers an opportunity to
join others in a lively discussion led by
experienced moderators.

Films to be shown will include some
of the following: JoJo Rabbit, Little
Women, 1917, A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood, Knives Out, The
Lighthouse, Ford v Ferrari, and Once
Upon a Time in Hollywood.

Mark your calendars now. Tell your
friends and watch for notices in the
Island Sun containing updates about
the films in the series. Tickets are
available at the door or in advance at
the Island Cinema Box Office, located
in Bailey’s Shopping Center.3¥
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P.O. Box 1515, Sanibel, FL. 33957-1515.
All donations are tax deductible, and the
Wolanin family and Wolanin affiliated
companies match all donations, thereby
doubling all donated amounts. 3%

Applicants
Sought For
Christmas Fund

by Jeff Lysiak

ockin’ Christmas Fund is once
R:gain taking scholarship assistance
pplications from students that
have suffered sudden loss of a parent,
impacting their ability to pay for college
or university tuition.

Founded by Sanibel residents Vincent,
lllona, Victoria and Whitney Wolanin,
Rockin’ Christmas Fund is a 501(c)
nonprofit endowed fund, where 100
percent of donations go towards the
cause of helping students who suffered
the unexpected sudden loss of a parent.

“When a student has lost a parent,
it can be devastating, especially when
it is their dream to attend a university.
Rockin’ Christmas Fund is a scholarship
that helps lighten that burden for high

From page 31

Community House

at 11:15 a.m.
Cost is $18 for members and $20
for guests.

Shell Crafting

Shell craft lessons are held at 1<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>