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FIFTY CENTS

Deck Development Renditions
Debuted For Council Members
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council
quickly ran through its agenda on
Tuesday night, with the topics of an
e-mail exchange on the proposed
turf field and the first draft of plans
for the parking deck development
projects making up the bulk of the
conference session.
After Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell made his
September 2 presentation to update
the council on the proposal for the
turf field, Mayor Gregory McDermott
sent him a letter which outlined six
points of concern regarding the
project.
These points included not having
groups spend more money on the
feasibility study, a request for copies
of the “Field of Dreams” study that
was done on the fields, the odor at the
Conservation Center, other potential
sites for a turf field, options for a
smaller field, and insights into past
legal issues with the site.
Mr. Hertell has since responded to
the letter and also polled members of
the commission via e-mail as to
whether Area 51, a site adjacent to
Tamaques Park, was an option. Although some disagreed, the majority
of the commissioners stated that Area
51 was a viable option to look into.
In addition, Mr. Hertell sent an email to Fourth Ward Democrat Council members Susan Jacobson and
Lawrence Goldman, stating that he
feels they “are making this a personal issue against me and will do
anything to defeat all the time and
effort I and others have put into this

project.”
Mayor McDermott stated that the
council is “looking at what is best for
the town.” He added that while governing body members have come to
the consensus that a turf field is a
good idea, they remain concerned
about the location.
Councilman Goldman stated that
Mr. Hertell’s e-mail was “unwarranted and inappropriate,” while
Councilwoman Jacobson said she was
offended that two members of the
council were singled out. She additionally noted that there is a unanimous feeling among the council on
the issue.
Mayor McDermott stated that “we
work on things as a council,” and that
the members work hard to not make
issues personal, but keep the interest
of the town at hand.
Third Ward Republican Councilman Andrew Skibitsky, the Liaison
to the Recreation Commission, stated
that the council has approved the turf
field concept, but has never said it is
going to approve the capital expense.
He said it will be considered during
the budget process.
Renditions of the proposed parking deck developments at South Avenue and Prospect and Elm Streets
were unveiled to the council for the
first time that evening.
For the South Avenue site, Michael
King of Morris Ritchie Associates
said a geotechnical survey revealed
that ground water was found at 14
and a half feet, which he said is “not
a problem.”
He said the survey also revealed
silty sand at four feet and shape at

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader

OOPS!…A two car accident tied up traffic at the intersection of North Avenue
and East Broad Street on Monday morning.

eight feet. Mr. King stated that the
developer has proposed to take the
garage down a level. According to
Mr. King, there is a $200,000 savings by going down into the ground.
The garage is proposed to have ninefoot wide spaces, with a 70-degree
turn and 54-foot aisles, giving it a
service level of B.
The development is proposed at
approximately 600 feet long and 39
feet and 11 inches high.
It is proposed to have two entrance
and exit points, one on South Avenue
at the east end and another at the train
station itself. There would also be a
service entrance for the stores and
apartments off of South Avenue.
According to Mr. King, the garage
will contain approximately 1,100
spaces. Due to a 10-foot space between the mix used building and the
garage, which will allow for more air
flow, it has been proposed that the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Testimony Regarding Proposed Wolfgang Puck
Restaurant Will Continue at October Hearing
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A decision by the Westfield Planning Board from the September 15
special meeting regarding the approval
or disapproval of a new Wolfgang
Puck Express Restaurant at One Elm
Street has been postponed until Thursday, October 23, at 8 p.m.
The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), are proposing to
convert the building, formerly used
as a bank, to a Wolfgang Puck Express Restaurant on the first floor
and commercial offices on the second floor.
Mitchell Berlandt, managing
member of the LLC and co-owner of
the building since April of 2001,
testified on behalf of the project.
He stated that according to records,
the building has been in operation as
a bank as early as the 1900s and
banks that have occupied the space
include the National State Bank of
Elizabeth, Corestates Bank and First
Union Bank. He added that when he
bought the building it had been vacant for three or four years.
According to Mr. Berlandt, “the
company will keep the exterior of
the building exactly as it is.”
“The plan for the new businesses
would include cleaning the stone
around the building and re-glazing
the already existing windows,” he

MS Council Honors Sports Teams;
OK’s Hike in Alcohol License Fees
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Before a standing-room-only
crowd, William Lane, Mountainside
Council President and Acting Mayor
for the September 16 council meeting, read three resolutions of commendations for recreation teams
within the borough.
According to statistics provided by
the Borough Recreation Department,
the Mountainside Youth Baseball 10year-old team completed the 2003
season with an overall record of 17-7
and were co-champions of the Suburban League with a record of 21-1.
In addition, the U12 Girls All Star
Softball Team, also known as the
Clovers, was commentated because
of their first place honor in the an-

nual Union Township Fast Pitch Softball Tournament that included teams
from Cranford, Linden, Roselle Park,
Union and South Brunswick. The
team, sponsored by the Police Athletic League (PAL), defeated South
Brunswick by a score of 10-9 for
their placement.
Finally, the U14 Girls All Star
Softball Team was honored for their
participation and first place ranking
in the National Division of the Parkway International Softball League,
which included teams from Scotch
Plains, Berkeley Heights, New Providence, Westfield and Union. Team
members were honored for their 9-3
win over Westfield and their record
season of 13 wins and three losses.
In other business, the council

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING THOSE LOST…Members of the community and victim’s families held a candle light procession from
the First United Methodist Church to the September 11 memorial on the eve of the two-year anniversary of the terrorist
attacks.

unanimously passed a second reading to amend chapter six of the code
of the Borough of Mountainside regarding alcoholic beverages.
The ordinance will raise the annual license fees from $2,000 per
year to $2,500 for retail sales and
consumption and from $150 to $188
per year for a club license.
A resolution was also passed for
paving improvement work for Birch
Lane and Oak Tree Road to Jenicar
Builders Contractors Company, Incorporated in Kearny for $89,547.86. The
company was also awarded a bid to
make paving improvements to Evergreen Court for the sum of $191,963.55.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, at 8
p.m.

added.
Mr. Berlandt explained that included
in the plans is a proposal to take the
existing parking lot of the building and
put in a patio with a gazebo and trees,
shrubs and potted plants. This, he stated,
stated would “dress up an ugly parking
lot.” He testified that the area would be
a public place for people to sit and
relax during their time in downtown
Westfield.
He added that this parking lot was,
in his opinion, a dangerous lot because motorists had to “back out
onto North Avenue to exit the lot.”
During his testimony, Mr. Berlandt
proposed to re-open an existing door
housed on North Avenue that was
used in the early years of the bank.
He noted that the North Avenue door
has been filled in with brick, but that
it could be easily re-opened.
He said that the proposal indicated
that the Elm Street entrance would
remain as the main entrance and that
the North Avenue entrance be used as
the “required second means of egress.”
Planning Board Member Robert
Newell suggested that the door on
North Avenue remain closed for safety
reasons, and stated that the owners
might try putting their second means
of egress in the park area of the project.
He also emphasized that the proposed offices for rent on the second
floor include commercial offices and
not include any medical professionals.
Many board members had questions regarding traffic patterns and
drop-off zones for the restaurant to
which the applicant’s lawyer Art
Attenasio stated that he had a traffic
expert to testify.
Introducing the proposed restaurant with a PowerPoint virtual tour of
the dining room was Leon Magnes,

Inclement Weather,
Street Fair Details
Due to the potential for inclement weather, information on
the cancellation of Scotch Plains
Day, scheduled for Saturday, and
Westfield’s FestiFall, scheduled
for Sunday, will be posted at
www.goleader.com.
Additional information on
FestiFall can be obtained by calling (908) 233-3021. Scotch
Plains was unable to provide a
phone number for additional information on Scotch Plains Day.

President of Wolfgang Puck Enterprises, who is and will be opening a
number of Wolfgang Puck Express
Franchise chains in the New York
and New Jersey area and is a Franchise owner of Wendy’s Restaurants.
He testified that the Wolfgang Puck
Express restaurants were relatively
new and that right now there are
three operating in Nashville, Tennessee, Atlanta, Georgia and Char-

lotte, North Carolina, noting that the
North Carolina location just opened
three weeks ago.
According to Mr. Magnes, the restaurant has a Southern California
atmosphere and has a unique setting
terming it as a fast casual dining
experience. He compared the restaurant to Panera Bread, where customers order their food at the counter and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Tell Detailed
Plans For Esposito Park
By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The September 10 Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders meeting brought the announcement of
plans for construction of Peter J.
Esposito Park on the former Esposito
farm property in Clark Township.
In observance of the September
11th anniversary, the board opted to
move the public meeting from the
usual Thursday evening to Wednesday, to allow people to reflect on the
events of 9/11. The board also reminded the public of the September
11 Memorial dedication, which took
place on September 13 at Echo Lake
Park. U.S. Senator Jon Corzine was
a late addition to the list of speakers
at the ceremony.
The meeting began with brief remarks made by Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon, followed
by more detailed comments of Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.
He stated that the decision to name
the park after the late Mr. Esposito
directly correlated to Mr. Esposito’s
desire to keep his land as open space.
“This board shares the same philosophy and vision that Mr. Esposito
had for his farm,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. He also pointed out the
decreasing amount of open space in
Union County, noting that the board
has continued and will continue to
“protect our environments from overdevelopment.”
Following Freeholder Mirabella’s
remarks, Paul Ricci, a representative
of T&M Associates, the company in
charge of constructing Esposito Park,
presented the park plans. Mr. Ricci
first discussed the constraints on the
property, including environmental
and utility constraints and noting the

significance of those areas with respect to park facilities.
“No permanent structures could
be located on the utility easement,
and any encroachment into the wetlands would require permits from the
Department of Environmental Protection,” Mr. Ricci stated.
T&M Associates formulated two
possible layouts for the park. Both
plans included a skate park, two tennis courts, a pedestrian walkway (with
one lap equaling one mile), a
children’s playground, and restroom
facilities. One plan – the more “active” plan – would include a softball
field that could also be for soccer in
the off-season. The second plan calls
for a lawn area, and a dog park,
instead of the softball field.
Mr. Ricci said that the rear of the
park would allow for residential access, explaining that it might be difficult for residents to enter the park
without going through the main entrance on Madison Hill Road. He
added that, to ensure residents close
to the park preserve their privacy,
two rows of trees would be planted
(most likely evergreen trees) as a
“buffer zone” between the park and
the residential streets.
One member of the public, Vincent
Lehotsky, suggested that additional
types of trees be added, adding that it
may be a good idea to “save some 10
or 20 year old trees…instead of cutting them down” in other county
areas.
Finally, with respect to transportation impact, Mr. Ricci added that,
“either of these facilities (plans) will
have no negative impact on the surrounding road system, particularly
at the interchanges of Westfield and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

DANGER, DANGER…The construction on the corner of Central Avenue and Cacciola Place, owned by Ralph Rapuano, has been stopped until further notice due to the building being too close to the power lines. The unfinished building, which
is not completely fenced in, still houses ladders and empty pits. Rows of rusty nails are hanging over a portion of the fence and more nails scatter sidewalks. According to Assistant Town Engineer Kris MacAlloon the power lines will have to
be moved at the owner’s expense.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Testimony Regarding Proposed Wolfgang Puck
Restaurant Will Continue at October Hearing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the food comes on china plates and
patrons use flatware, but stated that the
Wolfgang Puck food was “a bit higher
quality.”
He stated that after ordering their
food customers are given a beeper
and that the average price for an
order would range between $8 and
$10. He noted that he felt most customers would be people shopping
downtown and stopping for a bite to
eat as opposed to those driving in
specifically to eat at the restaurant.
According to Mr. Magnes, the restaurant would be operating seven days
a week, from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.,
during the week and from 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. on weekends, and would
employ a total number of 40 people.
He said that approximately eight to
10 people would be working at a
given time, depending on how many
customers are using the restaurant.
He added that the restaurant management planned to make a Westfield
Heritage Room in the back of the
building to be used by Westfield
civic organizations.
Board member Charles Weidman
asked Mr. Magnes if he had a “projection of how many patrons he was expecting from shopping or walking
downtown as opposed to driving to the
restaurant.”
Mr. Magnes estimated that the figure would be approximately 90 percent, but did note that it was hard to
make definite projections stating that
the restaurants already operation were
also “very new.”
Jonathan Lerner, Esq., who represented a group of downtown Westfield
restaurant owners opposed to the proposal citing parking issues, was also
present at the meeting.
Those restaurants include Vicki’s
Diner, Ferraro’s Restaurant, The
Northside Trattoria, The Mojave Grille,
Sweet Waters Steakhouse, Cosimo’s
Pizza, Theresa’s Restaurant, Jeffrey’s
of Westfield, The Elm Street Café and
Lime.
Mr. Lerner asked Mr. Magnes about
the expected turnaround time for his
customers.
“The average lunch patron is ex-

Whritenour Spends
Semester in London
MOUNTAINSIDE – Lauren
Whritenour of Mountainside is
spending the fall 2003 semester
studying in London, England
through Syracuse University’s Division of International Programs
Abroad. She is a junior majoring in
communications at Loyola College.

pected to have an approximate half hour
lunch and the average dinner patron a 45minute dinner,” responded Mr. Magnes.
Mr. Lerner also questioned the

applicant’s traffic expert, but due to
the late hour testimony regarding
traffic patterns was post phoned until
the Thursday, October 23, meeting.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PUCK AND PARKING...Traffic issues concerning the corner of Elm Street and
North Avenue have been raised in conjunction with a proposal to allow a
Wolfgang Puck Express Restaurant to occupy the former bank property on that
corner. Testimony regarding the traffic patterns has been postponed until a
meeting on Thursday, October 23.

Deck Development Renditions
Debuted For Council Members
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

façade facing North Avenue look like
windows.
The proposal calls for 73 apartments and 18,000 square feet of retail space. Apartments would begin
on the ground level at the eastern end
of the development, with three additional stories. At the western end,
there would be one floor of retail and
two levels of apartments.
It is proposed that there be 36 onebedroom units, 35 two-bedroom units
and two three-bedroom units. A varied façade of brick, stucco and precast is proposed. The apartments
would measure 45 feet high, with the
third floor units having a loft.
The Prospect and Elm deck has a
proposed height of 36 feet, with 17
apartments along Prospect Street. It
is proposed that there be 11 onebedroom units and six two-bedroom
ones.
It is required that there be a 170foot-long blank wall along the property line with Trader Joe’s.

A storm sewer pipe will need to be
relocated and some environmental
concerns are evident at the former
site of a gas station.
Entrances and exits are proposed
at both Prospect and Elm, which
Sean Davis of Morris Ritchie Associates said could be controlled as to
hours of operation.
Above the retail on Elm Street,
eight apartments are proposed, including four one-bedroom and four
two-bedroom units.
The developer is now proposing a
ground lease rather than purchasing
the land on Prospect Street.
The council members will forward
their comments and questions to the
developer, and the renditions will be
available
for
viewing
at
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.
The plans will be presented again for
the public, at which time they may
view and comment on the design, at
the Tuesday, September 30 council
meeting.
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Railroad Reactivation Once Again
Dominates Freeholder Meeting
By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY -- At the general meeting of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders on September
10, the subject of the Morristown
and Eerie (M&E) railroad reactivation once again took center stage.
While proceedings were tame compared to the prior meetings, the focus
remained on public outreach.
The railroad discussions began
with County Manager George
Devanney giving a brief status report
as to three issues with regards to the
railroad – the railroad budget, construction and rehabilitation of the
rail line and public outreach.
Addressing the budget, Mr. Devanney
stated that a draft of the spending plan
should arrive at the county no later than
September 15. He added that the budget
will take into account the concerns and
requests of the local residents that have
been or will be brought to the attention
of M&E.
In terms of construction and rehabilitation of the rail line, completion of
the Staten Island portion of the railroad
is expected by the end of 2004, with the
Rahway Valley Line completed no
later than the end of 2005.
Mr. Devanney stated that the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
Diagnostic Team also conducted a field
inspection of the Linden and Roselle
areas to map out the safety devices that
will be used in the construction of
railroad crossings in those areas.
The next step regarding Union
County impact is the reconstruction
of three railroad crossings in Roselle
over the next three weeks.
The third issue, and arguably the
most controversial, the public out-

reach program, was then addressed.
After first hearing from a representative of the M&E who spoke about the
outreach program, Mr. Devanney
reviewed the public forum held in
Kenilworth on August 25, which drew
more than 250 people.
The forum was held to allow the
primary parties – M&E, Union
County government, and the public
– to discuss railroad reactivation issues. Conducted in a “panel” format,
the public submitted questions to
“panelists” who then responded to
those questions. The panelists, which
included County Director of Policy
and Planning James Daley and M&E
representatives, were available afterwards for individual questions.
The mention of the Kenilworth
hearing brought several members of
the public to the microphone. This
included members of “Stop The
Train,” a group of residents from
municipalities impacted by the M&E
railroad reactivation. Their general
consensus was that not all questions
were answered at the Kenilworth
hearing.
Dr. Daniel Nozza of Elizabeth, a
State Senate candidate for the 20th
District, said, “In my opinion, (the
meeting) was a total sham. There
were no questions answered. We were
‘lectured to’, if you will.”
In addition, Dr. Nozza, like many
others at the freeholder meeting,
brought his own questions to read
into public record, which focused on
procedure, specifically with regards
to the contractual process surrounding the railroad.
One of Dr. Nozza’s questions inquired why the contract was enacted
without “public knowledge, adver-

LIGHTS, CAMERA, WESTFIELD...Louise Ventrella, seated, takes direction
from her son, filmmaker and Westfield native Peter Ventrella, while filming a
recent episode of their “Second Season” series. A story will follow next week.

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of August

Sunday
September 28, 2003
Noon to 5pm  Rain Date Oct.5
Fanwood, NJ

Join your friends and neighbors
Downtown Fanwood (Martine & South Avenues)
This year’s events featuring:

Grammy Award Winner Tom Chapin
Street Fair & Crafts, Moon Walk,
Rock Climbing Wall, Pony Rides,
Trackless Train, Fire Truck Slide,
Classic Car Show
Vendors, Wide Variety of Foods,
Educational Exhibits... and much more!!!
 Live Entertainment All Day! 
12:15 — Silk City (Bluegrass and Folk Music)
1:30 — Tom Chapin (Grammy Award Winner)
1:00 – 4:00 — DJ
All Day — Miss Fanny Wood overseeing the Events of the Day
(Sponsored by Cougar Club of NJ)


Sponsored by the Fanny Wood Day Committee
for more information call 322-7995

Esposito Park
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader

Eighth Annual

tising, or fair open honest and competitive bidding as required by law.
How can this contract be legal and
binding if the local public contracts
law was not followed?”
Mr. Devanney responded that the
contractual process was indeed legal. He explained that several companies submitted their proposals, and
that “M&E was selected in a legal
and lawful manner.”
He added that on September 2,
representatives of M&E met with
several businesses on Route 22 that
would be impacted by the railroad.
Springfield residents also met with
M&E to discuss concerns as they
relate to Springfield.
“M&E has reached out verbally
and in writing to each municipality
to initiate some one-on-one meetings with mayors and engineers to
address concerns related to the rehabilitation of those lines,” said Mr.
Devanney.
He added that in 1997, Norfolk and
CSX Railroads, in conjunction with
the Port Authority of New York & New
Jersey, had the opportunity to reactivate the railroad lines as a Class 1
railroad. Such reactivation, he explained, would have meant that the
trains “would have just passed through
Union County transporting heavy
freight, serving only New York, with
no regard to anybody in Union County.”
According to Mr. Devanney, the
county has the ability to exercise
greater control and put appropriate
constraints in place, in order to prevent negative effects within Union
County.

Street

Warnings

Summonses

East Broad Street
Lawrence Avenue
Rahway Avenue
Lamberts Mill Road
Gallows Hill Road
Central Avenue
Clark Street
Boulevard
Summit Avenue
Prospect Street
Brightwood Avenue
Dudley Avenue
Woodland Avenue
Willow Grove Road
Grove Street
West Broad Street
South Chestnut Street
North Avenue
North Chestnut Street
Total

8
11
7
5
7
6
4
7
1
1
1
9
2
0
0
0
0
1
0
70

14
23
5
3
15
2
1
14
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
0
1
89

The monthly publishing of speeding enforcementis part of
the Westfield Police Department’s efforts to make the streets of
Westfield safer for everyone. The Westfield Police Department
will not tolerate agressive drivers, and while issuing summonses is not the main objective, it is necessary in order to
gain compliance with traffic laws.
Publisher’s Note

New Subscription Rates
As of October 1st
There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times, P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.
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Raritan Roads.”
The next step for T&M Associates
and Mr. Ricci is to make the same
presentation in front of the Clark
Council, and to seek comment from
council members and the public.
However, Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso, and Council President
James Ulrich and Councilman Brian
Toal were already in attendance at
the meeting and praised the work
that went into designing the plans.
Mayor Bonaccorso said that the
creation of Esposito Park is an example of an “outstanding marriage
between county government and municipal government,” while Councilman Ulrich noted that the growing
population of children in Clark makes
it a great idea.
“Tonight, Union County wins,
Clark wins, and the citizens win,”
said Mayor Bonaccorso.
The board also adopted two ordinances regarding county-owned
property, specifically parks. The first
ordinance establishes that the Public
Safety Code laws are amended to
impose penalties for anyone who
may trespass or encroach upon
county-owned land. The second ordinance sets the penalty for damaging trees on county property, with
such penalty being $500 per tree, as
well as the possibility of up to 90
days in jail. The two ordinances were
enacted, among other things, based
on the incident where a couple cut
down several trees located in the
Watchung Reservation.
Freeholder Scanlon added that, in
the case of people renting or leasing
homes or other space, the responsibility is that of the owner to ensure no
destruction occurs on county-owned
property.
Arlene Murphy, a representative
of the advocacy group “Stop The
Train,” made some emotional comments in response to the two ordinances. She expressed outrage at the
fact that Morristown & Eerie (M&E)
workers removed 13 trees from her
property, and that the ordinances did
not seem to protect her from such an
act.
She made reference to the phrases
“lands owned by the County of
Union” and “lands owned and maintained by the County of Union” in
making her point, and also brought
several photos and additional documentation showing her property line
and where she said it was crossed.
She felt that while the couple in
Watchung was penalized for their
vandalism, “I don’t want money for
my trees. I want my trees back.”
Several local resolutions were enacted by the board. Scotch Plains
will be permitted to hang a banner
across Park Avenue to advertise
“Scotch Plains Day,” which will be
held on Saturday, September 20.
Another resolution allows Fanwood
to advertise the Third Annual Spring
Fair (to be held on Sunday, June 6,
2004) by permitting the Business
and Professional Association of
Fanwood to hang a banner across
Martine Avenue from May 14, 2004
to June 7, 2004. As a part of this
resolution, Martine Avenue (from
South Avenue to LaGrande Avenue)
will be closed for the fair.
One additional resolution calls for
French & Parello Associates of
Holmdel to provide Construction
Testing Services for the construction
of a new Engineering Building in
Scotch Plains.
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo also
made a presentation to Deborah
Bridges, who chairs the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women. Ms. Bridges was honored
with a resolution for her work with
the commission.
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FIFTY CENTS

Dunkin’ Donuts Proposes
Expansion, Drive-Through
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

At the outset of Monday night’s
Planning Board agenda meeting,
Chairman Gregory Cummings advised those in attendance that, contrary to notices posted in the windows
of downtown stores, the downtown
redevelopment plan was not on the
agenda for that evening’s meeting.
“If anyone is here because of notices posted in the windows of the
downtown shops that stated that the
downtown redevelopment project
would be discussed tonight, they were
obviously totally misinformed about
tonight’s meeting,” Mr. Cummings
remarked.

“That will not be discussed tonight at all. The mayor and council
are working on a plan, and it will be
quite some time before that plan
comes before the Planning Board,”
he continued.
One Fanwood business owner had
distributed notices to other proprietors to display in their windows, if
they wished, informing residents
about the agenda meeting and the
shop owner’s belief that the subject
of the downtown redevelopment plan
would on the agenda.
In other business, Dunkin’ Donuts,
located at the corner of Martine and
South Avenues, has proposed to tear
down the existing building and erect

a new, larger structure that would
include a drive-up window.
The proposal includes removal of
a shed on the property, and storage to
be located inside the building. The
number of parking spaces would increase to 12 stalls, which exceeds the
eight required by ordinance for the
square footage of the proposed store.
In a presentation to board members, a representative for Dunkin’
Donuts stated the establishment has
looked at the issue of traffic and plans
on utilizing its existing driveways.
He added the owners are aware
that they will also need to submit a
plan to the state’s Department of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Emergency Management
Prepared For Hurricane Isabel
Lauren S. Pass for The Times

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

However harsh the weather becomes tonight and tomorrow, as
Hurricane Isabel arrives on the East
Coast, Scotch Plains’ Emergency
Management Coordinator Paul
Malool feels the community is ready.
Speaking to the Township Council
at its conference meeting on Tuesday night, Mr. Malool said, “If we’re
hit, I’m very confident.”
He called the local contingency
plans “second to none.” With the
storm expected to come ashore somewhere between North Carolina and
Delaware later tonight, Mr. Malool
said rainfall in Scotch Plains and the
wider area could be two to four inches
per hour at its peak.
“It won’t be as bad as Floyd,” he said,
referring to the September 1999 tropical storm, but he did point out that, after
a rainy spring and summer this year,
grounds are generally saturated and
some flooding is to be expected.
Already, the police have barriers
ready to be set up on certain roads
prone to flooding, such as Route 22,
and local officials have made plans to
evacuate, if necessary, those on the
south side of Scotch Plains who may
be at risk from flooding, particularly
those living at the Bayberry Gardens
Apartments at the southern end of
Martine Avenue.
Mr. Malool said plans called for
the vehicles of those being evacuated to be parked in the lots of the old
Park Place Diner and the John H.
Stamler Police Academy on Raritan
Road, with affected residents spending the night at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church.
Mr. Malool added that it was im-

portant for residents not to call the
police department for information
about the storm, noting that TV-34
will broadcast updates and that those
who call the department’s non-emergency number at (908) 322-7100 will
have the ability to hear a recorded,
up-to-date announcement of any pertinent information.
In other business, the council
agreed to award a contract to Nature’s
Choice for the hauling of leaves this
fall. For the past several years, S.
Rotondi & Sons has performed this
task, but Nature’s Choice submitted
a bid of $2.22 per cubic yard versus

Rotondi’s bid of $2.39.
Councilman Frank Rossi will represent the council at an informational meeting scheduled for tonight
in Westfield to discuss the proposed
lighted turf field at Westfield’s Conservation Center, which abuts the
Scotch Plains border.
Several township homeowners living near the site have expressed concerns about the impact of such a
facility on traffic and parking, quality of life and flooding potential.
Mayor Martin Marks reminded the
council that Saturday is Scotch Plains
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI

Scotch Plains’ new Memorial Park
was formally dedicated last Thursday in
a ceremony combining the sad memories of the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks with more upbeat images of girls’
soccer teams inaugurating the new field
on Plainfield Avenue.
Under blue skies and before a crowd
of a few hundred, Mayor Martin Marks
opened the new facility by acknowledging the presence of the families of two of
the three Scotch Plains natives who died
two years ago.
Matthew Horning’s parents, sister and
grandmother attended, as did the parents
and brother of James Walsh. No one
from the family of Mark Rothenberg
was in attendance at the September 11
ceremony, which included an invocation
by Pastor Kevin Brennan of the Evangel
Church and a benediction by the Reverend Donald Hummel of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
both in Scotch Plains.
Referring to the three township natives in whose memory the park was
dedicated, Mayor Marks, opening the
30-minute program, said he hoped that
“some small part of their spirits will
always be present here.”
Kurt Horning, the father of Matthew,
spoke briefly and thanked his neighbors
for their support the past two years.
Thomas Walsh, the brother of James,
also spoke briefly.
A host of local dignitaries were present

School District’s Parking Dilemmas
Examined at Meeting of SP-F BOE
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed the parking
problems occurring at several dis-

Assemblywoman Stender Speaks
At Center for Women Open House
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D22) spoke at the Center for Women
and Families’ open house on Tuesday.
The organization, founded in 1984,
is a not-for-profit agency providing
counseling, legal consultations and
assistance referrals to men, women
and children confronting challenges.
Due to state and county grant cutbacks, the center’s previous grant total of $40,000 per year has now been
reduced to $10,000. The center is
currently seeking state funding, performing a donation drive, and looking
for a less expensive location, or donation of a site, to house its office.
Jane Verloop was hired in July as
Executive Director to assist in efforts

to locate other funding sources. The
office of Asw. Stender is located in
the same building as the center, and
Ms. Verloop invited the legislator to
speak at an open house.
In her introduction, Ms. Verloop
stated that she chose Asw. Stender as
speaker because she “wanted a woman
who has been a strong role model for
women, one who has shown courage
and strong community leadership.”
She recounted Asw. Stender’s
record of service, including serving
Fanwood as a council member and
mayor, and being a Union County
Freeholder, as well as a wife and
mother of three.
In a speech to the group of approximately 30 staff and supporters,
Asw. Stender expressed her views on

Township Dignitaries Dedicate
September 11th Memorial Park
Specially Written for The Times

CRASH…A Saturn crashed into a telephone pole on Route 22 west on Tuesday morning causing traffic delays. The driver
was airlifted to a trauma center by the State Police helicopter Northstar from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
field.

for the park’s opening, including the four
other members of the Township Council; Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and a
number of Scotch Plains township officials.
Mayor Marks thanked township citizens for their 1999 approval of the creation of an Open Space Trust Fund,
which financed development of Memorial Park.
Ray Poerio, Director of Parks and

Recreation, spoke and presented plaques
of appreciation to several township workers involved in completing the park.
A large stone rock at the park’s entrance contains a bronze-colored plaque
with the names of Mr. Horning, Mr.
Walsh and Mr. Rothenberg.
After it was formally unveiled by Mr.
Horning and Mr. Walsh, the park was
officially opened by Mayor Marks, and
a girls soccer game got underway as the
early evening sun dropped behind the
neighborhood trees.

the role of women in politics.
“My involvement in politics has
given me a chance to help women.
Women don’t quickly or easily access
the political process, and it is vital that
women be involved; this is the only
way to see things change,” she said.
In reference to statistics cited by Ms.
Verloop that less than 17 percent of the
political representatives in the country
are female, Asw. Stender agreed.
“Politics are dominated by men,”
she said, “and this doesn’t change
easily. The more women participate
in politics, the more change we are
going to see. My role is to support
women candidates.”
She stated that she ascribes to the
adage “We all have to lift as we
climb;” therefore, as she has moved
up in the political arena, she has
assisted those around her in their
political aspirations.
Speaking specifically regarding the
Center for Women and Families, Asw.
Stender said that “constituent services are important to me, and I am
happy to help.”
The center assists those in times of
change, and she believes that “crisis
in life can be an opportunity to grow,
and it is how you make them work for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

which streets would be included.
Dr. Heisey and board members
agreed that this was a problem that
needed to be addressed and remedied before the spring.
“Although I doubt that it will ever
be completely resolved, the problem
could be studied and mitigated by
some partial solutions,” Dr. Heisey
commented.
Board member Thomas Russo said
that he visited Brunner Elementary
School, where he also noticed a significant parking problem. The township has placed parking restrictions
on the side streets surrounding this
school as well, he said, and parents
were having a difficult time finding
a place to park and to drop off students.
Board President Lance Porter suggested that the board might ask the
council for permits to allow some
students to park on side streets that
are now restricted, as he has observed very few cars parked on those
streets now.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Inclement Weather,
Street Fair Details
Due to the potential for inclement weather, information on
the cancellation of Scotch Plains
Day, scheduled for Saturday, and
Westfield’s FestiFall, scheduled
for Sunday, will be posted at
www.goleader.com.
Additional information on
FestiFall can be obtained by calling (908) 233-3021. Scotch
Plains was unable to provide a
phone number for additional information on Scotch Plains Day.

County Freeholder Bd. Reveals
Detailed Plans for Esposito Park
By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

UNVEILING…On September 11, a new park was dedicated in memory of
Scotch Plains residents Matthew Horning, Mark Rothenberg and James Walsh,
who were killed in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Kurt Horning, left,
the father of Matthew, and Thomas Walsh, the brother of James, unveiled the
plaque memorializing their loved ones.

trict schools at its monthly agenda
meeting on September 11.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal Dr. David
Heisey offered an overview of the
parking situation, which he said has
plagued the high school for over five
years. The parking problem has been
greatly worsened by the construction going on, as well as the elimination of many student spaces in recent
years, he said.
Currently, there are 112 seniors
who have applied for parking permits, while there are only 92 spaces,
he said. There are 90 spaces in the
student parking lot, four of which are
for visitors and approximately 22
reserved for staff, reducing the number of spaces for students there to 64.
The addition of the 28 spaces in
Green Forest Park, recently acquired
for student parking, brings the total
of student spaces up to 92.
However, the real problem, he
pointed out, will occur in the spring,
when 50 to 60 juniors will apply for
parking permits. Currently, juniors
are not permitted to park on school
grounds and have to find spaces along
the side streets surrounding the
school.
The Township Council has restricted parking on many of the side
streets surrounding the school, making it difficult for students to find
spaces. Seniors who park on school
grounds or in the Green Forest parking lot have to register with the school,
while juniors do not have to register,
Dr. Heisey explained.
He said that he anticipated that the
school board would hear from disgruntled residents in the spring about
the parking congestion on their side
streets, once the juniors got their
permits. He could not anticipate

The September 10 Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders meeting brought the announcement of
plans for construction of Peter J.
Esposito Park on the former Esposito
farm property in Clark Township.
In observance of the September
11th anniversary, the board opted to
move the public meeting from the
usual Thursday evening to Wednesday, to allow people to reflect on the
events of 9/11.
The board also reminded the public of the September 11 Memorial
dedication, which took place on September 13 at Echo Lake Park. U.S.
Senator Jon Corzine was a late addition to the list of speakers at the
ceremony.
The meeting began with brief remarks made by Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon, followed
by more detailed comments of Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.
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He stated that the decision to name
the park after the late Mr. Esposito
directly correlated to Mr. Esposito’s
desire to keep his land as open space.
“This board shares the same philosophy and vision that Mr. Esposito
had for his farm,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. He also pointed out the
decreasing amount of open space in
Union County, noting that the board
has continued and will continue to
“protect our environments from overdevelopment.”
Following Freeholder Mirabella’s
remarks, Paul Ricci, a representative
of T&M Associates, the company in
charge of constructing Esposito Park,
presented the park plans. Mr. Ricci
first discussed the constraints on the
property, including environmental
and utility constraints and noting the

significance of those areas with respect to park facilities.
“No permanent structures could
be located on the utility easement,
and any encroachment into the wetlands would require permits from the
Department of Environmental Protection,” Mr. Ricci stated.
T&M Associates formulated two
possible layouts for the park. Both
plans included a skate park, two tennis courts, a pedestrian walkway (with
one lap equaling one mile), a
children’s playground, and restroom
facilities. One plan – the more “active” plan – would include a softball
field that could also be for soccer in
the off-season. The second plan calls
for a lawn area, and a dog park,
instead of the softball field.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Library Trustees
Set Meeting Date
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library Board of
Trustees will hold their regular
meeting on Thursday, September
25 at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the
public library located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

Emergency
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

LIFE FLIGHT…Northstar, the State Police medivac helicopter landed at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School on Tuesday morning to take a patient from
a car accident to the trauma center.

Dunkin’ Donuts Proposes
Expansion, Drive-Through

Day. Events will begin at 8 a.m. with
the Lion’s Club flea market, followed
by a Civic Awards ceremony at 10 a.m.
on the Village Green, then pony rides,
live performances, a farmers market
and other attractions throughout the
afternoon.

Railroad Reactivation Once Again
Dominates Freeholder Meeting
stated that a draft of the spending plan
should arrive at the county no later than
September 15. He added that the budget
will take into account the concerns and
requests of the local residents that have
been or will be brought to the attention of
M&E.
In terms of construction and rehabilitation of the rail line, completion of the
Staten Island portion of the railroad is
expected by the end of 2004, with the
Rahway Valley Line completed no later
than the end of 2005.
Mr. Devanney stated that the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
Diagnostic Team also conducted a field
inspection of the Linden and Roselle
areas to map out the safety devices that
will be used in the construction of railroad crossings in those areas.
The next step regarding Union County
impact is the reconstruction of three railroad crossings in Roselle over the next
three weeks.
The third issue, and arguably the most
controversial, the public outreach program, was then addressed. After first
hearing from a representative of the M&E
who spoke about the outreach program,
Mr. Devanney reviewed the public forum
held in Kenilworth on August 25, which
drew more than 250 people.
The forum was held to allow the
primary parties – M&E, Union County
government, and the public – to discuss railroad reactivation issues. Conducted in a “panel” format, the public
submitted questions to “panelists” who
then responded to those questions. The
panelists, which included County Director of Policy and Planning James
Daley and M&E representatives, were
available afterwards for individual
questions.
The mention of the Kenilworth hearing brought several members of the public to the microphone. This included
members of “Stop The Train,” a group of
residents from municipalities impacted
by the M&E railroad reactivation. Their
general consensus was that not all questions were answered at the Kenilworth
hearing.

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

COUNTY -- At the general meeting
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on September 10, the subject of the Morristown and Eerie (M&E)
railroad reactivation once again took center stage.
While proceedings were tame compared to the prior meetings, the focus
remained on public outreach.
The railroad discussions began with
County Manager George Devanney giving a brief status report as to three issues
with regards to the railroad – the railroad
budget, construction and rehabilitation
of the rail line and public outreach.
Addressing the budget, Mr. Devanney

Parking Dilemmas in District
Examined by SP-F School Bd.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Transportation for its approval.
Council President and Planning Board
member Joel Whitaker stated that a zoning ordinance prohibits drive-through
restaurants in the borough, adding that
“they would need to provide a lot of
information to show why it should be
there.”
Mr. Cummings remarked that the board
will need to decide if the borough wants
a drive-through restaurant, and pointed
out that it is located on the busiest corner
in the municipality.
Further, Mr. Cummings said the store
will be adjacent, in the future, to a newlyredeveloped area, and expressed concern as to whether the business would fit
in with the “village atmosphere we are
trying to create.”
Board member Jack Molenaar agreed,
saying, “I believe this is the opposite of
what we are trying to do in our downtown
area.”
The board was specifically very concerned about the plan to have both an
entrance and an exit on Martine Avenue,
with Mayor’s Designee Dwight Leeper
stating, “It is a safety problem, in my
opinion.”
Board member John Celardo went so
far as to say, “It would be suicide to try
and turn left on Martine Avenue,” out of
the store’s parking lot. He also felt that
“by adding the drive-through, it would
increase traffic at that corner.”
Mr. Molenaar pointed out that there
will be added foot traffic due to additional residents moving into the new
rooms at The Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living facility.
He said he believes the borough wants
the downtown to be a “pedestrian-friendly
area” and that increasing traffic in and
out of the driveways of the store would go
against this effort.
In a second concept hearing, a follow

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

up was held regarding the property located at 300 South Avenue. A presentation was made to the board in June 2002,
and recommendations were made by the
board that have now been integrated by
the developer.
The proposal calls for a three-story
building featuring commercial use on the
first floor and residential on the second
and third floors. The concept has been
designed to conform with the Victorian
architectural theme that has been established for the downtown’s redevelopment plan.
In a presentation by attorney Robert
Kraus, drawings were shown depicting
retail with entrances at the front, including
handicapped access, and service access at
the back of the building. The number of
parking spaces, and the need to include
affordable housing, was discussed.
Mr. Cummings commended the developer on “listening to our concerns
regarding your previous submission,” and
felt the updated plan was a “vast improvement.”
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the driveway options for a home in the
Terryl Commons Project. It was decided
that the house would have a detached
garage in the rear, instead of a front entry
garage, with a loop driveway, allowing
vehicles to exit the driveway in a forward
direction, rather than backing out.
Next week’s regular meeting of the
Planning Board on September 24 will
include three hearings regarding properties on Deborah Way, Farley Avenue, and
a subdivision on Beverly Avenue and
Ginder Place.
In addition, two resolutions will be
discussed regarding Locust Avenue and
Saville Row.
The AT&T application hearing has
been postponed until the Wednesday,
October 22 Planning Board meeting.

Dr. Heisey said that he would
meet with the mayors of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to discuss options and to try to come up with
solutions. In the past, the council
has told the board that parking was
its problem, according to board
members.
Board Secretary and Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said that
he would visit each school to assess the
parking problems and possible solutions. He would also re-count the parking spaces at the high school after the
new lines were repainted.
The parking situation at McGinn
Elementary School has been worsened by the occupation of four window delivery trucks parked in the
parking lots. Due to construction delays across the state, Mr. Del Sordi
said that the windows could not be
delivered in increments and all of the
windows had to be delivered at once.
He expected that as the windows
were installed, the trucks would be
moved out sometime in the next few
months. He will be having bi-weekly
meetings with the contractor to insure timely installations.
Mr. Russo said that he would recommend, at the next policy meeting,
that students be permitted to carry
electronic communications devices,
such as cell phones and beepers, during school hours. The condition would
be that they would not be allowed to
have them turned on during school
hours, but this would enable parents
to get in touch with their children
after school. Board member Edward
Saridaki pointed out that parents
could always reach their children during school hours via landline phones
by calling the office.
The board discussed a Wall Street
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Journal article sent to members by resident Richard Bennett. The article addressed how other districts across the
country were funding extra-curricular
activities by asking families to pay a fee
for their children’s participation.
Mr. Porter said that this practice
was not something that the board has
considered because it would create a
hardship on families. However, board
member Susan Dyckman mentioned
that this practice was something suggested by several district parents as
an alternative to cutting programs.
Mr. Del Sordi said tha t the
Ridgewood school district, for example, charges parents $75 for their
child to participate in sports.
Board members said this was an
opportunity to fund programs outside of the diminishing budget. However, they also pointed out that the
article was critical of this practice.
Mr. Saridaki added that Governor
James McGreevey’s administration
has suspended the senior citizens tax
abatement program for this year. He
called it “more of the McGreevey
shell game,” to penalize this year’s
taxpayers to fund previous budgets.
He said that due to budgetary cuts,
the trend is to not spend anything
unnecessarily in schools.
“The mindset now is that if you
don’t need it today, not to spend it
today,” he said.
And regarding the No Child Left
Behind mandate, Mr. Saridaki said,
“No one knows how to be compliant.” He said that he has recently
seen “No Child Left Behind” compliant-furniture being sold and wondered what that meant.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye concurred that administrative
meetings unfortunately revolved
around funding issues, instead of focusing on education and learning.
“The current crisis is forcing everyone to focus on funding,” she said.
Board member Patricia HoynesO’Connor said that she spoke with
the Chairman of the Republican Committee, Senator Joe Kyrillos, at the
monthly Garden State Coalition meeting. The senator told her not to expect
any help from the legislature on how
schools are currently funded.
Board member Linda Nelson said
that the senator’s basic message was
that the pie was not going to get any
bigger and that districts would need
to re-allocate their funds.
The next regular monthly meeting
of the board will be held on Thursday, September 25.

Freeholder Board Tells Detailed
Plans for Clark’s Esposito Park
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Ricci said that the rear of the
park would allow for residential access, explaining that it might be difficult for residents to enter the park without going through the main entrance on
Madison Hill Road. He added that, to
ensure residents close to the park preserve their privacy, two rows of trees
would be planted (most likely evergreen trees) as a “buffer zone” between
the park and the residential streets.
One member of the public, Vincent
Lehotsky, suggested that additional
types of trees be added, adding that it
may be a good idea to “save some 10 or
20 year old trees…instead of cutting
them down” in other county areas.
Finally, with respect to transportation impact, Mr. Ricci added that, “either of these facilities (plans) will have
no negative impact on the surrounding
road system, particularly at the interchanges of Westfield and Raritan
Roads.”
The next step for T&M Associates
and Mr. Ricci is to make the same
presentation in front of the Clark Council, and to seek comment from council
members and the public. However,
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, and

Asw. Linda Stender Addresses
Crowd at Center’s Open House
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Join your friends and neighbors
Downtown Fanwood (Martine & South Avenues)
This year’s events featuring:

Grammy Award Winner Tom Chapin
Street Fair & Crafts, Moon Walk,
Rock Climbing Wall, Pony Rides,
Trackless Train, Fire Truck Slide,
Classic Car Show
Vendors, Wide Variety of Foods,
Educational Exhibits... and much more!!!
 Live Entertainment All Day! 
12:15 — Silk City (Bluegrass and Folk Music)
1:30 — Tom Chapin (Grammy Award Winner)
1:00 – 4:00 — DJ
All Day — Miss Fanny Wood overseeing the Events of the Day
(Sponsored by Cougar Club of NJ)


Sponsored by the Fanny Wood Day Committee
for more information call 322-7995

you, how you navigate those changes.”
Children are specifically helped at the
center in the Children Helping Children
peer support group for youths coping with
divorce and the separation of their parents.
Program founder Susan Koslowsky, a
Westfield resident, received her master’s
degree from Kean University in early
education and family life. She had witnessed her friends getting divorced one by
one, with many of them unaware that they
were performing an emotional tug of war
with their children in the process. It was
this experience that inspired her to put her
training to use, from studying divorce and
parent education, in assisting children
going through the painful process of splitting a family in two.
In 1995, Ms. Koslowsky established
Children Helping Children, to provide
youngsters with an accepting forum
where they can share their experiences
with others who are dealing with the
same situation. The group validates their
feelings, lets them know they are not
alone and that they have rights.
Participants are encouraged to communicate with their parents, in conversation or letter, and Ms. Koslowsky will
speak with the parents directly if requested by a child.
Six-week sessions are held in the fall,
winter and spring, with kids ranging
from ages five to 15. There are no more
than seven children in a group, and

currently 40 children are involved with
the support program.
Asw. Stender commended Children
Helping Children, stating, “No matter
what is going on in our lives, as hard as it
can be when we are dealing with it, I
believe it is harder on children around us.
Trying to keep equilibrium is one challenge, but trying to keep everybody going is a burden.”
As for the subject of funding from
state grants, Asw. Stender acknowledged
that “money is tight, due to the financial
crisis at the state the last two years, and
we are not expecting next year to be
much better. I am supporting the grant
application, but I don’t know the answer
of how much that will translate into.”
She concluded that she is “looking
forward to working with the agency to be
supportive to women and families out
there, to make this a better place to live
and raise children.”
She thanked the center “for all you do
for women and families to support them
in their efforts to grow and change during
their passages in life.”
The center is located at 1801 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. For more
information on the center, volunteering
or making a donation, please call (908)
322-6007,
e-mail
thecenterforwomenandfamilies@yahoo.com,
or
visit
www.centerforwomenandfamilies.org.
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Dr. Daniel Nozza of Elizabeth, a State
Senate candidate for the 20th District,
said, “In my opinion, (the meeting) was
a total sham. There were no questions
answered. We were ‘lectured to’, if you
will.”
In addition, Dr. Nozza, like many others at the freeholder meeting, brought his
own questions to read into public record,
which focused on procedure, specifically with regards to the contractual process surrounding the railroad.
One of Dr. Nozza’s questions inquired
why the contract was enacted without
“public knowledge, advertising, or fair
open honest and competitive bidding as
required by law. How can this contract be
legal and binding if the local public contracts law was not followed?”
Mr. Devanney responded that the contractual process was indeed legal. He
explained that several companies submitted their proposals, and that “M&E
was selected in a legal and lawful manner.”
He added that on September 2, representatives of M&E met with several businesses on Route 22 that would be impacted by the railroad. Springfield residents also met with M&E to discuss
concerns as they relate to Springfield.
“M&E has reached out verbally and in
writing to each municipality to initiate
some one-on-one meetings with mayors
and engineers to address concerns related to the rehabilitation of those lines,”
said Mr. Devanney.
He added that in 1997, Norfolk and
CSX Railroads, in conjunction with the
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, had the opportunity to reactivate the
railroad lines as a Class 1 railroad. Such
reactivation, he explained, would have
meant that the trains “would have just
passed through Union County transporting heavy freight, serving only NewYork,
with no regard to anybody in Union
County.”
According to Mr. Devanney, the county
has the ability to exercise greater control
and put appropriate constraints in place,
in order to prevent negative effects within
Union County.

October

1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times, P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.
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Council President James Ulrich and
Councilman Brian Toal were already
in attendance at the meeting and praised
the work that went into designing the
plans.
Mayor Bonaccorso said that the creation of Esposito Park is an example of
an “outstanding marriage between
county government and municipal government,” while Councilman Ulrich
noted that the growing population of
children in Clark makes it a great idea.
“Tonight, Union County wins, Clark
wins, and the citizens win,” said Mayor
Bonaccorso.
The board also adopted two ordinances regarding county-owned property, specifically parks. The first ordinance establishes that the Public Safety
Code laws are amended to impose penalties for anyone who may trespass or
encroach upon county-owned land. The
second ordinance sets the penalty for
damaging trees on county property,
with such penalty being $500 per tree,
as well as the possibility of up to 90
days in jail. The two ordinances were
enacted, among other things, based on
the incident where a couple cut down
several trees located in the Watchung
Reservation.
Freeholder Scanlon added that, in
the case of people renting or leasing
homes or other space, the responsibility is that of the owner to ensure no
destruction occurs on county-owned
property.
Arlene Murphy, a representative of
the advocacy group “Stop The Train,”
made some emotional comments in
response to the two ordinances. She
expressed outrage at the fact that
Morristown & Eerie (M&E) workers
removed 13 trees from her property,
and that the ordinances did not seem to
protect her from such an act.
She made reference to the phrases
“lands owned by the County of Union”
and “lands owned and maintained by
the County of Union” in making her
point, and also brought several photos
and additional documentation showing her property line and where she
said it was crossed. She felt that while
the couple in Watchung was penalized
for their vandalism, “I don’t want money
for my trees. I want my trees back.”
Several local resolutions were enacted by the board. Scotch Plains will
be permitted to hang a banner across
Park Avenue to advertise “Scotch Plains
Day,” which will be held on Saturday,
September 20. Another resolution allows Fanwood to advertise the Third
Annual Spring Fair (to be held on Sunday, June 6, 2004) by permitting the
Business and Professional Association
of Fanwood to hang a banner across
Martine Avenue from May 14, 2004 to
June 7, 2004. As a part of this resolution, Martine Avenue (from South Avenue to LaGrande Avenue) will be
closed for the fair.
One additional resolution calls for
French & Parello Associates of
Holmdel to provide Construction Testing Services for the construction of a
new Engineering Building in Scotch
Plains.
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo also made
a presentation to Deborah Bridges, who
chairs the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women. Ms. Bridges
was honored with a resolution for her
work with the commission.
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This Saturday!
Grand Opening
Saturday, September 20th, 2003
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
417 Springfield Avenue
Summit , New Jersey 07901
908.277.6565
You are cordially invited to the Grand Opening
of our newest location in Summit, New Jersey!
Join the festivities... live music, free gourmet food tastings
and once in a lifetime Grand Opening Sales to mark the occasion!
Please stop by... visit our Wine Vault, browse our selection of fine wines
and sample some of these delectible gourmet items:
Farmstead & Artisanal Cheeses
Artisan Breads
Miel Patisserie Chocolates
...and much more!
Your Resource for Exceptional Living
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TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

333 South Avenue East
z
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417 Springfield Avenue
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Candidate Campaign Release - Freeholder

Freeholders Should Be Held
Accountabe for High Taxes

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TALKING TRAINS...Westfield Third Ward Council candidate Mark Ciarrocca,
left; Congressman Mike Ferguson, center and Fourth Ward Council candidate
James Foerst discuss the train whistle noise problem at the Rahway Avenue
crossing this past Saturday. Congressman Ferguson advised the residents of
Westfield who were present that “The legal authority to stop the whistle is on
the desk of the Secretary of Transportation, Norman Mineta. According to his
office and the Federal Railroad Administration, it is anticipated that these
regulations will hopefully be in place by year’s end.”

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Councilman Haas Calls
For Better Zoning Controls
Growth is a factor in many of the
important issues now facing the Town of
Westfield: increased enrollment in our
schools; more traffic and speeding on
our neighborhood streets; inadequate
parking; and a general sense that
Westfield is more crowded today than it
was in the past.
We, as a community, need to take
steps to limit the rate of growth and find
common-sense solutions to our growthrelated issues that help Westfield retain
the small-town qualities that we value.
I suggest we begin by curbing overdevelopment. We need to curtail the
increasingly common practice of developers who purchase a small, 1.5 story
Cape Cod, demolish the Cape Cod and
build a 3.5 story mini-mansion in its
place. The remaining homes in the neighborhood are often left in the shadow of
the mini-mansion, reducing their charm
and forever changing the character of
the neighborhood. This rapidly increasing trend threatens the small-town qualities that attracted many of us to Westfield.
The diversity of housing stock in town
is an important goal of our master plan.
Maintaining a balanced mix of large and
small homes in Westfield will help to
ensure that there remains a place in
Westfield for all of us. Without this

balanced mix, where would new families buy starter-homes or empty nesters
find a smaller house? If every house has
families with many children, how could
we maintain small class sizes in our
increasingly crowded schools? How
would middle class families and seniors
afford the property taxes?
We should begin by reforming
Westfield’s zoning ordinance to better
address the problem of over-development. For example, today houses can be
built to 38 feet tall and 30 percent floor
area ratio (a measure of bulk) whether
the house is on a spacious lot on Lawrence
Avenue or a smaller lot on Harrow Road.
We should reform our zoning laws to
include height and bulk requirements
that reflect the existing character of our
neighborhoods.
The new zoning ordinance should create a better balance that allows current
homeowners to invest in their homes
through additions, but prevents developers from changing a neighborhood by
shoehorning mini-mansions onto smaller
lots in more modest neighborhoods.
By addressing over-development, soon
enough and with sensitivity that protects
existing homeowners, we will allow the
right kinds of growth and keep the smalltown Westfield that we have today.

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Candidate Owens Calls
For Neighborhood Network
Following on my suggestion that
Westfield would benefit from periodic
town meetings to discuss the big issues
before us, I also recommend that we
create a formalized network of active
citizens to deal with the day-to-day problems of neighborhood life.
The network is already out there. I’ve
been part of it, from working to save the
Rialto Theater to helping set the agenda
for traffic safety with a group of neighbors in Ward 2. One of the origins of my
interest in running for a seat on the Town
Council was in coming to understand the
accomplishments of these grassroots
efforts in helping achieve community
objectives. By virtue of my active involvement, many neighbors have turned
to me with questions about how to deal
with one, or another, local problem they
may be having. What I’m suggesting is
that we make more effective use of this
underutilized resource for addressing
issues and accomplishing the tasks of
the town.
Some of us are more comfortable than
others at taking on these tasks, which
range in difficulty from passing along a
phone number to attending, then organizing and conducting meetings. In that
fashion, some of us have ended up doing
things for our neighbors and our neighborhoods because that is a big part of
what being a neighbor in a small town
neighborhood is all about, at least in our
old-fashioned, sentimental notions.

There are a lot of these informal leaders out there, people we might call block
captains. I’ve had the great pleasure of
getting to know many of them. For example, when inappropriate truck traffic
along Gallows Hill Road increased, Ed
Brown got his neighbors organized to
take company names and license numbers of passing trucks to stop the traffic.
On Coolidge Street, everyone smiles
when they refer to Linda Krasnoo as
“The Mayor of Coolidge;” she knows
how to get things done. At the lower end
of St. Marks Avenue, where the residents are having difficulty coping with a
parking ordinance aimed at commuters,
Tom Luzzi met with the police department in behalf of his block. These are
just a few of the people out there who
take on the tasks both large and small of
dealing with municipal citizenship. This
is the core, the basic unit, of our democracy.
Utilizing this network and getting more
people involved in both sending and
receiving information and ideas gives us
better means to deal with the many issues we must manage as a town. Organizing the network in Ward 2 is something I plan to do if I win election to the
council.
Voters can reach David with their
interests and concerns at (908).233.5707,
by e-mail at dowensw2@aol.com, or
best of all, in person during his frequent
walks and bike rides through the ward.

Candidate Campaign Release – District 22

Mayor Marks Challenges
Sen. Suliga on Open Space
DISTRICT 22 – Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks has written to
State Senator Joseph Suliga to challenge him on his seriousness to preserve an open tract of farmland in
Scotch Plains.
Two weeks ago, Mayor Marks was
copied on a letter that Suliga sent to
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella asking the Freeholder Board
to tap their Open Spaces Trust Fund to
purchase a 22 acre parcel of farmland
on Cooper Road in order to prevent
residential development at the site.
The letter found its way to local publications in the form of a press release.
Mayor Marks, has written back to
the senator, thanking him for his interest and asking that Senator Suliga,
“….in [his] capacity as a state senator
and as co-chairman of the Senate Environmental Committee, help us secure financial resources from the State
Open Spaces Trust Fund to supplement or replace what Union County
government may be unable to provide.”
“At this point, I will take Mr.
Suliga’s intentions as genuine,” said

Mayor Marks.
The property in question is owned
by Norman and Marie Sevell and continues to function as active farmland.
The zoning for the property is now set
at one acre residential or R-1 and with
development, it is thought that more
than a dozen homes could be built
there once the infrastructure was in
place. With property values skyrocketing in Scotch Plains, the value of
the land is projected to be several
million dollars, a figure that would
require the help of a Union County
and/or State Open Space Trust Fund
in order to purchase it and prevent
further residential development.
Mayor Marks concluded by stating,
“This property would be a tremendous
asset for our residents not only for its
potential as park land but also from the
perspective that new homes would invariably place an additional burden on
municipal services and especially our
school system. I hope we will hear
from both Senator Suliga and Freeholder Mirabella with good news on
the funds necessary to purchase the
property before Election Day.”

As I collected names for my petition
to be placed on the ballot as a Union
County Freeholder candidate, I found
that many people do not know what a
Freeholder is. It bothered me some, because county government has such a
profound impact on our property tax and
very few know how the money is being
spent.
Everyone complains about how high
their property tax is but few ever look at
their bill. Only three government agencies are funded through property tax.
They are the municipalities, the schools
and the County. On the average, half of
your property tax goes to the school
system, a quarter goes to the municipality and a quarter goes to the county. Our
property tax contribution to the county is
substantial, knowing what the county
does with the money demands more
attention.
The county has raised their portion of
the property tax almost 10 percent for
the past three years in a row. If the
municipality or school board did that,
there would be an uproar. When the
county does it. it is barley even noticed.
Because county government is so invisible they can get away with running
slipshod with their budget. These increases have cost hundreds if not thousands of dollars to some property owners
over the past three years.
For families and businesses that rent,
this increase is passed down. Municipalities and schools also suffer.
The property tax pool is finite, there is
just so much that can be drawn out.
Every dollar that the county takes is less
that could have gone to the municipal or
school budgets.
Every town works hard to reign in
their budget. I saw mayors and councils
work to save a few thousand dollars here
and there. They try everything in order
not to raise taxes. The last resort are
cutbacks in safety and education. Police
and teachers are the largest draw on our
property tax, as they should be.

The county cuts into the property tax
with that same force except that a tremendous amount of their budget is used
for wasteful and exorbitant expenditures.
Excessive taxation and runaway
spending is a symptom of a Freeholder
board that has no checks or balance
system. Without balanced representation on the board, people can expect
another round of increased taxes and
incessant spending.
Joe Renna
Independent Candidate for Union
County Freeholder
Cranford

FANWOOD FAMILIES FIRST…Fanwood Democratic candidates Donna Dolce,
left rear, Jack Molenaar, second from right and mayoral candidate Colleen
Mahr, right, recently visited the home of Elisha and David Monzella on Farley
Avenue to discuss campaign issues.
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FW DEM Candidates
Meet With Residents

Fanwood Republicans Tout
Record of Accomplishments

FANWOOD – The Democratic candidates for Mayor of Fanwood and two
Borough Council positions are meeting regularly with Fanwood families
to discuss their concerns about municipal taxes, downtown redevelopment and safety issues.
Colleen Mahr, the Democratic candidate for mayor, and council candidates Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce,
spent the summer months talking with
neighbors throughout the borough –
long before the traditional Labor Day
start of campaigning for the Tuesday,
November 4 election.
“Fanwood’s families are concerned
about dramatic increases in their municipal taxes,” said Mrs. Mahr.
“Fanwood’s families need to be heard.
Jack Molenaar, Donna Dolce and I are
experienced with public planning and
economic development. We will put
Fanwood’s families first!”
For more information about the
Fanwood Democratic campaign please
call Colleen Mahr at (908) 889-8788
or Tom Plante at (908) 889-5298.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Republicans are proud of what the Borough
Council has achieved under their experienced leadership.
“We’re working hard to fulfill the
promises we made to the residents of
Fanwood,” said Mayor Lou Jung.
Victorian street lamps, pavers and
new concrete sidewalks line both Martine
and South Avenues in Fanwood’s downtown.
Negotiation of a new agreement between NJ Transit and the borough resulted in an expanded and upgraded South
Avenue parking lot and increased revenue for Fanwood.
Work continues on a redevelopment
agreement that is intended to breathe
new life and new ratables into Fanwood’s
downtown block.
Capital improvements are evident at
Forest Road and LaGrande Parks. With
renovations to the ball fields completed,
and expansion of the park’s senior and
community center nearly finished, Forest Road Park is well-equipped to serve
residents’ recreational needs.
Less exciting, but no less important,
improvements include: completion of
numerous road resurfacing projects and
bridge renovations, along with hundreds
of feet of sidewalks damaged by borough trees.
In addition, the council has pursued
numerous opportunities to fund projects
with state and federal monies. Their
efforts have secured over $1 million in
grants over the last two years alone.
The Republican track record is built
upon the nearly 18 years of collective
experience and service as elected municipal officials that Mayor Jung, Council President Joel Whitaker and Councilman David Trumpp bring to the table.
As longtime residents of the borough,
each has served the community in a
variety of ways. Prior to his election as
mayor, Mr. Jung served as councilman
for six years. He is a member of
Fanwood’s Planning Board and Trustee
of Fanwood Memorial Library. Mr. Jung
served 12 years on the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education, three as
president and two as vice president. He
is a member of the Governing Board of

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Candidate Neylan Calls for
Pedestrian Safety Ordinance
Touting pedestrian safety as a key
focus of her campaign, Second Ward
Westfield Town Council Candidate Jo
Ann Neylan has called for a Town ordinance further clarifying the right of way
for pedestrians in cross walks.
Current state law reaffirms that cars
must yield to pedestrians in cross walks.
Mrs. Neylan supports Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s efforts to strengthen that
law by changing the word “yield to pedestrians” to “stop for pedestrians.”
“We should have an ordinance mirroring proposed state legislation that
requires cars to stop, rather than just
yield, for pedestrians in walkways,” said
Mrs. Neylan. “It may seem like semantics, but the word ‘yield’ can and has
been interpreted vaguely by both drivers
and the courts. We need more clarity in
the law to protect pedestrians. When a
person steps onto the crosswalk, traffic
should stop. It’s as simple as that.”
Mrs. Neylan said that now that school
is back in session, we need to be more
safety-conscious than ever.
“Every morning when I take my children to school, I’m aware of the dangers
they face,” said Mrs. Neylan. “Our children are crossing streets on bikes, on foot,
and on skateboards and scooters. Even
side roads are dangerous, particularly when
children are not accompanied by adults.
While I believe most drivers respect the
rights of pedestrians in cross walks, I do
think we need stronger enforcement of
cross walk statutes to guard against that
small percentage of over aggressive drivers who pose the real danger.”
Mrs. Neylan added that she also supports some of the common sense initia-

tives the council has implemented recently to make cross walks more visible
to both pedestrians and drivers, such as
repainting faded cross walks and increasing cross walk and yield signs where
necessary.
“I think the police and Town Council
have done a good job addressing the speeding problems we have on some of
Westfield’s main arteries. In addition, we
need to continue to ensure that intersections have adequate lighting, that cross
walks are visible to both pedestrians and
drivers, and that we protect the safety of
our children, particularly near schools. We
have a great downtown area, and I think all
Westfield residents want to feel safe while
shopping there. A town ordinance protecting pedestrians in a cross walk is one more
way we can give citizens that peace of
mind,” Mrs. Neylan said.
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LOVE YOUR BACK. GET CASH BACK

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to

$110 Instant Rebate

on handcrafted shifman mattresses. *

FW Democrats to
Host Sunday Brunch

Limited Time only!

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Democratic Committee will host a brunch for
Fanwood’s Democratic candidates for
mayor and borough council on Sunday,
September 21, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
B.G. Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield. The suggested donation is $35 per person.
“This is an opportunity for Fanwood
residents to meet Colleen Mahr, our candidate for Mayor of Fanwood, along with
Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce, our borough council candidates in the November
4 general election,” said Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, chairman of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee and a former
Mayor of Fanwood. “I’m sure that Fanwood
voters will appreciate hearing what these
experienced public sector professionals
will do to improve Fanwood’s government for Fanwood’s taxpayers.”
For more information about the MahrMolenaar-Dolce team call Colleen Mahr
at (908) 889-8788, or write to the
Fanwood Democratic Committee, Box
163, Fanwood, 07023.

For more than 110 years, Shifman Mattress
Company has produced the world's finest
handcrafted mattresses and boxsprings.
Every Ultra Premium set combines natural
cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting,
and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings to
ensure the most durable and comfortable
bedding available. Luxurious comfort,
quality, and durability - and a great value.
You can count on it.
*Applies to Ultra Premium SETS only. ($40 rebate twin
set, $60 rebate full set, $80 rebate queen set, $110
rebate king set)
** After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete
set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring
only.
Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail

Asm. Bramnick to
Give Talk On Humor
In Public Service
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) will speak at a session
entitled “Life, Laughter, and Local Government” during the New Jersey League
of Municipalities Annual Conference
this November.
This session will highlight the importance of humor in public service. Assemblyman Bramnick, who was voted Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey for five years,
was invited to participate in this session
along with Flemington Councilman Joey
Novick (also a standup comedian), political cartoonist Jimmy Margulies, and
humorist Scott Blakeman.
The New Jersey League of Municipalities Annual Conference will be held Monday through Thursday, November 17 to 20,
at the Atlantic City Convention Center.
Assemblyman Bramnick represents
the 21st Legislative District, which includes parts of Union, Essex, Somerset,
and Morris Counties.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, and
a 25-year member and officer of the
Fanwood Men’s Softball Association.
Now retired, Mr. Jung was the Northeast
Public Affairs Manager for Exxon Company, USA.
Mr. Whitaker was first elected to the
Council in 1998 and has served as President since 2000. He is the Fire Commissioner and council liaison to the Planning Board. Prior to assuming his duties
as Council President, Mr. Whitaker was
council liaison to the Board of Education. He presently serves as a trustee of
the Fanwood Community Foundation
and is a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary. He is president and owner
of Whitaker Newsletters Inc., a periodical publisher.
Mr. Trumpp is concluding his first
full year as councilman. He is Police
Commissioner and Chairman of the Public Safety Committee. He serves as Council liaison to the Board of Education, and
Environmental/Recycling and Special
Events Committees. A member of the
Fanwood Lions Club since 1997, Mr.
Trumpp served as President in 2000-01.
He is employed as Marketing Coordinator for the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.
As the campaign continues, the Republican candidates are eager to exchange views face-to-face with their
Democratic opponents and have offered
to debate their opponents this October.
“We look forward to discussing the
issues, sharing information and correcting misinformation, particularly as it
relates to our plans for the redevelopment of Fanwood’s downtown,” said
Mayor Jung. “As individuals, and as
members of the Borough Council, we
are proud of our accomplishments. We
believe our record speaks for itself, and
we look forward to continuing to get
things done for Fanwood.”

CRYSTAL

BANCROFT
Sugg.
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $240
Full ea. pc. $360

Sale

$119
$189

Twin ea. pc.
Full ea. pc.
Queen set
King set
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Retail
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Full ea. pc.
Queen set
King set
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Rebate
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$529
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SATURN* OR
SUPER SANOPEDIC*
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Queen set
King set
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Sale

After**
Rebate

$1000
$1210
$2670
$3800
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$1449
$2049
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$619
$1369
$1939

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 (973) 427-1848
Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eves 'till 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5
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Poll-Driven Society Must Guard
Against Mediocrity From Consensus
Last week, Westfield Public Schools released a
summary of their community survey at the Board of
Education meeting. We’re still trying to digest what
is portrayed in the survey – and we probably could
reach several contrasting conclusions.
Nevertheless, this information is now available to
the public – and as the expression goes, 30,000
people are now free to draw 70,000 conclusions.
TV-36 is airing the school board meeting where
the summary presentation was made. A 13 page
summary is available on the school website at
www.westfieldnj.com. The raw data is available at
www.goleader.com/features.
About 5 percent of Westfielders responded to the
survey, whereas 10 percent were asked. That’s not a
bad turnout. Exactly who took the time to respond is
unclear to us. Could it be that those that responded
are those that vote in the spring on the school budget
and on the choices for the school board? Why didn’t
others respond, and why don’t they vote?
Certain questions of the survey can be interpreted
in many ways. For example, on the question of
responsiveness to parent concerns, the elementary
schools received a whopping 73 percent favorable
rating, the middle schools received 56 percent,
Westfield High School received 37 percent and

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. William Foley, received 23 percent.
Does this mean that the elementary schools do
such a better job in responding than the high school
or superintendent? Or does this reflect the fortunate
situation that Westfield has several neighborhood
elementary schools within walking distance? From
this, mothers have convenient access to the administration and teachers.
There is only one high school and only one superintendent. Naturally, they would tend to be less
accessible, given the scope of their jobs.
If the survey reflected anything else on this question, we’d be surprised.
We commend the Westfield school system for
venturing into this difficult area with the goal of
becoming the best they can be – and to make the
results available to the public. Well done, it speaks
wonderfully for the town.
Now that this survey exists, what is to be done with it?
As our society tends to become more driven by the
polls on decision making, it is our view that safeguards must be put in place to avoid the pitfalls that
can result; i.e., when striving for consensus results in
decision by committee, combining the worst of the
ideas, enables only mediocrity at best.

Letters to the Editor
Councilman Responds to Candidate
Molenaar’s Statement on Sidewalks
I would like this opportunity to respond to a letter by Jack Molenaar appearing in the September 4 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. His
letter suggests that the Borough of
Fanwood has a substandard sidewalk in
the vicinity of McGinn School and
Martine Avenue.
As the Police Commissioner and
Chairperson of the Borough’s Public
Safety Committee, I can personally ensure our residents that the borough does
not maintain any substandard sidewalk
crossings within our borders.
In fact, the sidewalk in question falls
under the jurisdiction of the Broad of
Chosen Freeholders since Martine Avenue is a county road. The mayor and
council cannot do anything without receiving prior consent or authorization
from the county involving this facility.
Prior to installing the new Martine Avenue traffic light system, the county
reviewed this sidewalk crossing and determined that the sidewalk did not require any additional enhancements. If
there were complaints or requests to
enhance this crosswalk, then the current
republican administration would have
approached our county elected officials
on the behalf of our residents.
As part of my research into the alleged
substandard sidewalk, I reviewed the
accident investigation reports from our
police department involving pedestrians
and bicyclists. Based upon my research,
I discovered that in 2003 thus far, there
were three pedestrian accidents and one
bicycle accident investigated by our police department. In 2002, there were four
bicyclist accidents, In 2001, one pedestrian accident and five bicycle accidents
were recorded. In 2000, there were three
pedestrian accidents and one bicycle
accident investigations conducted.
None of the reported, accidents investigated by the Fanwood Police Depart-

ment occurred in the vicinity of McGinn
School and Martine Avenue. Fortunately,
none of the accidents were fatalities or
caused permanent physical disabilities.
In each of the reported accidents, it was
either the fault of the pedestrian or the
bicyclist not obeying the rules of the
road or not using the provided crosswalk
systems. It was not due to having substandard crosswalk facilities.
I strongly encourage our residents to
practice the proper rules of the road since
safety is everybody’s responsibility.
Dave Trumpp, Republican
Candidate for Fanwood Council

Former Foodtowner
Remembers Friends
I read a letter from a Roselynn
Morrison Powers of Lancaster, PA (0814-2003 edition), writing about her
mother Rose who worked at Foodtown
(Edwards) bakery for 32 years. I also
worked at the then Foodtown bakery on
the overnight shift when I came back
after one year of college in 1984.
I have since moved to D.C., out to
California and recently returned to the
area (with The Westfield Leader subscription following along). During one
of my annual visits to Westfield, I stopped
by the Foodtown and saw a few familiar
faces in the bakery department.
The manager (Rose) and an associate
Kathy and her sister were still employees! I stopped by and introduced myself
and expressed my amazement that they
both were still working there.
I would attest to Ms. Power’s statement that somehow, Westfield has managed to retain that “small town” personality. If she provided her email address, I’d
appreciate you forwarding this on to her.
Joseph Rosolanko
Jersey City

WHS Student Makes
Community Better
Place To Live
Over the summer, I had the pleasure
of working with a very special young
man, Seth Applebaum. We came to
meet Seth when my wife and I needed a
video producer.
My wife Maureen heads the New Jersey
chapter of FightSMA that aims to raise
awareness of a genetic disease from which
our 6-year-old son, Patrick, suffers. Our
goal was to present a three minute message
about spinal muscular atrophy to a national broadcast company.
We were told that Seth, a freshman at
Westfield High School, had some experience in video production. We soon
learned that this was an incredible understatement. Not only does Seth possess impressive technical knowledge, he
is gifted with an uncanny ability to capture the moment.
This young man spent an entire day
videotaping my son with his friends, Mayor
McDermott, members of the Westfield
Police Department and others.
In the next few days, Seth poured
through his work. After his first edit, he
gathered us to retake scenes. Within a
week, he had our videotape ready for the
broadcasting company.
Seth’s heartfelt insight into the way
Patrick’s life has been affected by spinal
muscular atrophy was nothing short of
brilliant. His sensitivity and ability resulted in a professional level production. It was as if he had a window into our
lives.
The videotape has since been delivered and we hope to hear from the broadcast company in November.
It was my pleasure to work with him.
Maureen, Patrick and I thank him so
much.
Seth’s videotape can be viewed on
TV36.
William Higgins
Westfield

Local Historians Ask,
Was Fanny Wood For Real?
By SKIP UNGAR
Every year, towards the end of
September, the mystery that has
baffled local historians for over 86
and a half years arises: Was there
really a Fanny Wood and why was
Fanwood named for her?
The predominant theory is that the
president of the local railroad that
ran from Newark to the west needed
a name for a station that was between
Westfield and Netherwood, and that
he had a daughter named Fanny Wood
and, in her honor, named the railroad
terminal for her.
This may be true because another
place along the line was named for
his other daughter, Ellen. It is said
that the railroad president had her
researching a list of names, and after
a rather lengthy period of time, he
asked, “Are you done, Ellen?” And
that is how Dunellen came to be.
But the information about Fanny
was not recorded, which is why so
many tales about her have evolved.
One that, for a while, was very popu-

lar was that her first name wasn’t
really Fanny. She was reputed to be
a rather loose woman and made her
living on her you-know-what; and
that if you asked her, she always
would. Thus, “Fanny would” came
to be Fanwood.
Another popular tale that has been
circulating for years is that when the
borough decided to break away from
Scotch Plains, the founding father
wanted a name that was completely
different. “What’s the opposite of
plains? Plains have no trees. How
about ‘woods’? Okay. But we need
something more than that. It’s too
short.” Another namer said, “I don’t
know; I like ‘Wood’... I root for
that... I’m a fan for it... Yes, I’m a fan
for Wood.” Screamed the third namer,
“That’s it! That’s it!” And so a new
theory was born.
But no matter which one you believe, the celebration in honor of
Fanny Wood is Sunday, September
28, so don’t miss it.

Letters to the Editor
Westfield Resident Invites Participation
For Mindowaskin Breast Cancer Walk
I’ve always believed that one person –
or a handful of people – can make a
difference. Club 43’s “60 for 60” walk on
Saturday (September 20 at 10 a.m.) in
Mindowaskin Park to benefit the fight
against breast cancer validates that belief.
Club ‘43 is comprised of about a dozen
Westfield women who were born in 1943.
We began celebrating our birthdays
twenty years ago, when we turned 40; we
carried on the tradition when we turned
50; and this year we’re turning 60. We’ve
played softball, gone to the track, partied, and generally had fun.
At our initial meeting this year to plan
our activities, something extraordinary
happened: we discovered that four of the
six women present that night, including
me, had fought breast cancer in the decade since we’d last seen each other.
We decided that night that we wanted

to celebrate our birthdays – celebrate
life, really – by devoting our energies to
the fight to eradicate breast cancer. Seven
months later, thanks to a remarkable
effort and tenacity, our walk is taking
place.
On Saturday morning, we will be walking 60 laps in the park for our 60th
birthdays. Friends and family have sponsored us. The proceeds are going to the
North Jersey Affiliate of the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. Everyone is welcome to walk with us,
support us and cheer us on.
Our handful of women has already
raised over $10,000! As a long-time
Westfield resident and breast cancer survivor, I couldn’t be more proud.
Lesley Robins
Westfield

SP Resident Opposes Turf Field
At Lamberts Mill Road Location
On a piece of land, accessible only by
a single road, a county road, there has
been a proposal by some in Westfield to
build a soccer field. With bleachers. And
lights. Maybe even a field house.
This piece of land is either part of, or
adjacent to, their “Conservation Center,” which has residents hauling carloads of garden debris, sometimes scraping the road with overflow, sometimes
debris flowing over into the road, for
most hours of many Saturdays during
the year. The stench on a smoldering day
still drives area residents inside, and I do
not believe, after decades, that any testing has been conducted to quantify the
volume and effects of the windblown
mold produced by this center. Why a
playing field next to this center seems
like a good idea escapes me. But let’s
assume that young bodies inhaling questionable air-borne particles during heavy
play is acceptable.
What about the traffic? This road,
Lamberts Mill Road, has seen a 35 percent increase in traffic since the Conservation Center opened by last report – I
don’t know what it is today. It has also
seen casualties. Just last year, a car hit
and seriously injured a jogger. I don’t
know if he survived. There are no sidewalks along this road – but that doesn’t
stop cyclists, pedestrians, even moms
with strollers. Maybe they’re headed to
Tamaques Park, whose only exit is onto
Lamberts Mill. So think: where will the
soccer players park? If the field across
from St. Helen’s Church is any indication, they’ll park along side Lamberts
Mill – thus adding not only more cars to
the mix, but also more foot traffic.
And foot traffic perhaps of more than
one species. As Union County continues
to abhor open space, and readily feeds it
to developers, the deer and other wildlife who had previously made that space
their home don’t simply evaporate. And
they don’t confine themselves to their
new role as garden pests. They hit the
road, most literally.
But those in Westfield supporting this
site don’t seem to care about the extra
traffic on Lamberts Mill Road. Sure,
there is another field available, adjacent
to Roosevelt Middle School – where
access is improved by several roads,
where parking is available at the School

Freight Trains Will
Turn County Into NYC
Trash Corridor
Proponents of freight trains touting
the economic potential of plans for reactivation of the Staten Island Railway and
the Rahway Valley Railway as well as
increases in trackage on Oak Island Yard,
the Chemical Coast Line and the Lehigh
Valley Railroad, are dreaming of faded
glory.
With China literally producing paint
brushes and wrist watches for pennies,
Central New Jersey will never regain its
former manufacturing base.
The cumulative potential increases in
area infrastructure for freight trains will,
however, turn New Jersey into a through
corridor for marine cargo and containerized New York City trash that would
come out of Howland Hook Marine Truck
Terminal on Staten Island. If any distribution warehouses for marine cargo
spring up along freight rail routes, affected communities will receive added
truck traffic, with more negative than
positive economic impact.
Lovers of trains very much need to
realize that becoming a sewer line for
New York’s freight and trash is not A
Streetcar Named Desire, but The Freight
Train to Perdition.
William T. Fidurski
Clark
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on weekends and evenings. But there’s
something wrong with that idea – even
though the playing field would be central to the town’s players, presumably in
walking distance for many. If the new
soccer field were located on Dudley,
then traffic could increase in Westfield.
You see, except for three houses, only
Scotch Plains residents would be affected by increased traffic on Lamberts
Mill Road. And really, three is such a
small number, isn’t it.
So we have another unattractive case
of not-in-my-backyard, on top of another kids-are-so-adaptable (“leaf mold
is natural, how can it be bad for you”
“our kids know how to dodge traffic”).
But wait, there’s more. When a Scotch
Plains resident called a Westfield town
representative to complain, reportedly
the representative reached down to a
wellspring of compassion and replied:
so sue us.
Yes, some may see this as a case of
legal entitlement – we own the land and
can do with it as we please. Westfield is
an affluent community; its residents,
including those on fixed incomes, may
well be able to afford the increased taxes
for accommodating a larger school population, a new parking deck or two, and
now another soccer field. But I believe
there will be many in Westfield who will
be dismayed that they are represented in
this manner: Not just from a point of
fiscal irresponsibility, nor the disregard
for basic safety, but from the sheer stink
of such blatant hubris. They know a pissoff attitude serves no one well. I hope
they will speak out.
Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

Reader Distressed
About Freeholder Sign
At UC 9/11 Memorial
The publicly funded Union County
Democratic Freeholder advertising never
ends. On September 13, 2003 the County
of Union erected a 9/11 memorial in
Echo Lake Park. At the entrance to this
memorial is the familiar sign: ‘Union
County We’re Connected to You’, a
service of the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
To use a 9/11 memorial to promote
the Freeholders is shameful and arrogant of our county government. Besides,
the project was supposedly paid for with
public donations.
Tina Renna
Cranford

More Letters
On Page 17
Westfield Candidate
Forum Date Set
The League of Women Voters (LWV)
and The Westfield Leader with GOP/
DEM party chairs in Westfield have set
the date for the Annual Candidate Forum
to be Thursday, October 2 at 8 p.m. at the
council chambers in the Westfield Municipal Building. TV36 will air the program.
The public is invited to attend. Candidates for town council will answer questions compiled by the press, LWV and the
public. To submit a question, please contact
this newspaper, editor@goleader.com or
write to The Westfield Area League of
Women Voters, P.O. Box 2163, Westfield,
NJ
07091-2163
or
email:
lwv@westfieldnj.com. Questions must be
received by Friday, September 26th.
No date has been set yet for the Candidate
Forum in Fanwood sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the LWV.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senescent – Growing old
2. Sepicolous – Growing in hedges
3. Amygdaline – Resembling almonds
4. Sitology – The study of foods,
nutrition, etc.
GUTTATE
1. Spotted, as with drops
2. Rotund, obese
3. Capable of being torn apart or disunited
4. To puncture; pierce
SEPELITION
1. A formation of new flesh in a wound;
a cicatrix
2. Separation; division
3. Burial; interment
4. A heated debate or dispute
THILL
1. To saturate; soak
2. A shaft to which a horse is hitched
to a wagon
3. To mix; mingle
4. To saturate; soak
DIRDUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A fight or contest for mastery
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke

Burgdorff Invites All To
“Sharing Hope”
Burgdorff Realtors is holding its second
annual “Sharing Hope” fundraiser for
Make-A-Wish of New Jersey and CASA,
(Court Appointed Special Advocates).
This year is a special year for us.
Matthew Shaffer, the son of Jocelyne
Holden and Jay Shaffer of Westfield will
be our “wish child.” Matthew was diagnosed with Non Hodgkins Lymphoma
last year. He hopes to be able to take his
wish this summer by going to Hawaii.
We thank our fellow merchants for
their generous contributions: Arranged
Impressions, Bellezza, Bloomingdales,
Chiquitos, CJM Entertainment, Classic
Thyme, Clyne & Murphy, Mrs. Diemer,
Douglas, Elm Street Café, Ferraro’s,
Finishing Touches, The Gift Monkey,
Hershey’s, KaBloom, Jay’s Cycle Center, Juxtapose, Lancaster Hallmark, The
Leader Store, The Liquor Basket, Little
Treasures, Martin Jewlers, Michael
Kohn, Perriwinkles, Robert Treat,
Shaffer City, Town & Country, Toysland,
We R Events, Westfield Community
Players, The Westfield Hair Company,
The Westfield Leader, The Westfield
Running Company, and 1-800-flowers.
This year our goal is $100,000, and
we are well on our way.
Sharing Hope will take place on Thursday night, September 25 at the Venetian in
Garfield. This formal evening will include
a cocktail hour, Hors D’oeuvres, buffet
dinner, musical entertainment and dancing. Funds will be raised through donations, 50/50 raffle, and a silent auction.
We hope you join us.
For ticket information and/or to donate, please contact Jocelyne Holden or
Cathy Lee Tomlinson at 908-233-0065.
Burgdorff Realtors
Westfield

Westfield South Ave.
Redevelopment Should
Be Dead On Arrival
The South Avenue parking deck proposed by the Westfield Town Council as
part of the Westfield Redevelopment
Project is a concept that is dead on
arrival. The Council has passed legislation permitting a structure 55 feet high
with 1330 parking spaces, 42,000 square
feet of retail and commercial space, and
75 units of rental housing.
The proposed building is over 50%
higher than any of the current structures
on South Avenue. The new multi-unit
construction underway on Central Avenue at the intersection of Park Street,
which itself seems enormous in its site at
a height in the mid-30 ft range, is dwarfed
by the height of this proposed parking
garage.
The mayor’s Parking Advisory Committee, composed of a diverse selection
of individuals on all sides of the parking
deck issue, proposed a maximum of 40
feet elevation encompassing only 3 floors
(not 5) with 1060 parking spaces (to
replace the current 462 spaces). This
widely accredited PAC report proposed
half the retail space and 35 units of rental
housing, which were all that were shown
to be necessary to provide funding to pay
for the deck.
In addition, the PAC proposed a varied building façade, mimicking the structural diversity of Broad Street downtown. The HKT Nassau development
plan, in contrast, presents a scope and
building façade more akin to that found
in a corporate park or in a beachfront
high-rise.
Beyond the issues of bloated size and
architectural sterility in this development, the current Town Council plan has
agreed to permit all revenues to be exempt from school taxes. Hence the
Westfield residents are providing a tax
subsidy to commercial and private residents of the new rental properties unique
to any other new construction in
Westfield. Furthermore, all of the increased costs relating to town-wide accommodation of the increased traffic
and school enrollments will be born by
the rest of the Westfield citizenry.
How is the town monitoring the
developer’s proposals to review the
claims that traffic and safety studies
have been completed and that costs and
proposed property income are valid?
Who is representing the Planning Board
to ensure that this proposed building
both meets both the Master Plan Guidelines and is consistent with the architectural character of the town?
Douglas Miller
Westfield
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Local Authorities Prepare
For Isabel Storm Possibility
By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EMERGENCY SERVICE EXPANSION...The construction work for expanding the Emergency Department (ED) at Overlook Hospital in Summit is well
underway. Pictured above inspecting the progress, from the left, are: James
Espinosa, M.D., ED Medical Director; Patricia Gabriel, ED Manager and
Richard Trabert, President of the Overlook Foundation.

Overlook Hospital to Expand
Emergency Room Facilities
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Overlook Hospital’s emergency
department in Summit will be completely renovated and expanded from
19 beds to 46 beds. Included are: the
housing of a 10 bed pediatric emergency department, a 12 bed fasttrack unit and a 24 bed emergency
department. The emergency department will include a chest pain observation unit, a four bed critical care
area and four beds dedicated to geriatric patients.
According to Dr. James Espinosa,
the Medical Director for the Emergency Department, 20 percent of the
patients seen in the emergency room
are geriatric and 10 to 12 percent of
those are over 85 years old.
The new department will feature
separate adult and child waiting
rooms, as well as adult and child
assessment areas.
According to Emergency Department Manager Patricia Gabriel, R.N.,
children will be able to watch videos
while waiting, and staff will be available to assist them.
The new pediatric emergency department is currently under construction and is expected to open in October. Following this, work will begin
on the existing emergency department to complete the overall project.
Each room in the pediatric department will be equipped with a television,
VCR and telephone. Bedside registration will also be available, which according to Dr. Espinosa, is a “huge
delighter” to patients and their families.
The new emergency department
will be equipped with a decontamination room. The room will have a
1,000 gallon controlled run-off tank.
The hospital will be able to use pressure controlled, warm water with
soap mix to decontaminate two patients at a time. If there are more
patients who need decontamination,

the hospital has an arrangement with
Schering Plough in Summit to back
them up with portable decontamination units.
According to Ms. Gabriel, the best
way to decontaminate is to wash
well. One should remove jewelry
and clean all areas, such as in between the toes.
According to Richard Trabert of
Westfield, the Chairman and CEO of
the Overlook Hospital Foundation,
the emergency department addition
and renovation is a $15 million project.
Of that, the foundation is raising $8.5
million. Atlantic Health Systems —
Overlook Hospital’s parent corporation, will pay the balance. Of the $8.5
million, the foundation has already
raised $7.7 million.
The new department will be a
“community resource of the first order,” Mr. Trabert told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
For more information, please contact Ann Oliva at (908) 522-2170.

Horace Corbin for The Leader/Times

FORGOTTEN...Signs become pollution. Pictured above in Westfield on
Quimby Street, the public is advised
to expect delays from work to be completed in June.

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?
JON M. BRAMNICK

From the time that hurricane Isabel
was projected to be heading for the
east coast, Union County officials
have been preparing to assist the public in case of an emergency. The head
of Union County Office of Emergency Management (OEM), Ben
Laganga, has been following the category two hurricane closely, and he
has been conferring with his staff. Mr.
Laganga told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the county has been very active in
preparing for the possibility of the
hurricane hitting our area.
The county OEM has met with the
county planners and municipal emergency managers to discuss procedures.
They communicate with the State
Police and National Weather Service
on a daily basis for information.
Mr. Laganga gave some tips for
people to follow. Prepare in advance
for a possible emergency. Have an
ample supply of bottled water or
water that has been put in containers
before the hurricane hits. Have plenty
of flash lights and batteries on hand
in case the power goes out. Those
taking medication should have all
prescriptions filled so as not to run

out. Because of the fire hazard, the
public is advised not to use candles if
the electricity fails.
Westfield Fire Chief John
Castellano is the emergency manager
for Westfield. He told the The Leader/
Times that they are prepared and all
the necessary equipment is ready.
Other area managers who deal with
all possible emergency situations are
Howard Drewes for Fanwood, Paul
Malool for Scotch Plains and Councilman Keith Turner for Mountainside,
assisted by Mountainside Police Chief
James Debbie.
Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracey told The Leader/Times that the
police are ready for “what ever comes
our way.” If necessary, Westfield police will post emergency messages on
TV36 using their emergency broadcast system. Chief Tracey said that
the police also have a telephone system that can automatically call
Westfield citizens to let them know
what to do in case of emergency.
For additional information,
websites of the towns and this newspaper can be consulted. These sites
are goleader.com, westfieldnj.net,
visitfanwood.com
and
scotchplainsnj.com.

MOMS BATTLE SMA...In a national battle Against Muscular Atrophy and to
help Patrick Higgins of Westfield, mothers are holidng a’sMasquerade Party on
October 25 at the ‘Ward Mansion’ on Broad Street in Westfield. The chairs of
the event are pictured above, from the left: Margaret Kuehn, Mary Jane
Prybylski, Lisa Simcox, Kimberly Rhodes and Maureen Higgins with Patrick
(Not shown is Nancy Murray). Mr.s Simcox urges you to call her to make your
reservations at 908.654.8690.

WF Rotary Selects Bagger
For Humanitarian Award
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has selected former State
Senator Richard Bagger to receive its
17th annual Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian Award, as announced by
Rotary President Kenneth Ciarrocca
and V.P./Humanitarian Award Committee Chair Douglas Fasciale.
The annual award honors the memory
of the late Charles Bailey, a former
Westfield Mayor and Rotary Club President. It is presented to a citizen who
exemplifies outstanding dedication and
service to the community.
The 2003 presentation will be made
during the Rotary Club’s annual dinner on Wednesday, November 12, at
Echo Lake Country Club, Westfield.
In his announcement, Mr. Fasciale
said, “Rich Bagger’s years of service
in elected office have been characterized by a spirit of collaboration
transcending partisan lines for the
welfare of the citizens of Westfield
and the wider community of New
Jersey. As the award committee considered Rich’s nomination we heard
a variety of personal endorsements
from multiple community sources.”
A former Westfield Councilman
and Mayor, Mr. Bagger is Senior
Vice President of Government Relations with Pfizer Inc. In addition to
federal and state relations, he is responsible for public policy in the
United States and public affairs ac-

tivities for the company.
He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Princeton University in International Affairs and a Juris Doctor
from Rutgers University Law School.
He began his career in public service as a Legislative Aide for the
New Jersey Assembly and the United
States House of Representatives.
Mr. Bagger served for 11 years in the
New Jersey Legislature and was elected
to the State Senate in 2001, serving as
Deputy Republican Whip until 2003.
His colleagues elected him Assembly
Majority Conference Leader. In 2000,
the Council of State Governments
chose him as a Toll Fellow.
He is a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Overlook Hospital Foundation, the Westfield United Way and
the Public Policy Center of New Jersey.
Of the award recognition Mr. Bagger observed, “I am deeply honored.
The Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian
Award is a tremendous distinction
and it is humbling to follow in the
footsteps of the many people who
have meant so much to Westfield who
received this award over the years.”
Mr. Bagger and wife, Barbara, live
in Westfield and are the parents of
three daughters.
For further information or to reserve spaces at the award dinner,
please call Mr. Fasciale at (908) 2329944.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLEANUP...The Jaycees of Westfield are taking it upon themselves to clean up
graffiti at the train station on both the north and south sides. Weather
permitting, the volunteers plan to paint on Saturday, September 20. Pictured
above is the Northside Station, owned by the Town of Westfield and occupied by
the Westfield Foundation and The United Fund.

The James Ward Mansion
of Westfield
Available for your next Party,
Wedding or Special Event

Contact David Martone

908-232-5445
Call today to purchase tickets for

THE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH
FRIDAY OCTOBER 31, 2003 • CALL DAVID FOR DETAILS
It will be a

HORRIFYING

time!

The Finest in 18th Century Reproductions

TRATTORIA

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Statton Summer Sale
1/2 Price Cherry Bedroom Sale
and Save 45% Off Other Statton Pieces

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF
GRABAS & WOODRUFF
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000

Night Stand
W22 1⁄2 D16 1⁄2 H28 1⁄4

List $1339. Sale $670.
Pineapple Bed Queen Size
List $2835. Sale $1418.

E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Also find great
storewide savings
of up to 50%

Double Dresser

Dates: October 8th, ‘03
November 12th, ‘03 • December 10th, ‘03

W59 3⁄4 D19 H34 1⁄4

Chest on Chest W37 1⁄4 D19 H62 1⁄4
List $4428. Sale $2214.

List $4158. Sale $2079.
Mirror W28 1⁄2 H39
List $905. Sale $453.

Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.
On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.
The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm. Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

dinner served at 6:30pm

music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
e-mail: wychwoodcatering@aol.com

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Bedding
Now On SALE
SAVE 30-50%
PLUS UP TO
$110 INSTANT REBATE
Sleigh Bed
Headboard Height 44 3/4

Queen List $4212. Sale $2106.

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848
Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evenings ‘til 9 PM • Sunday 1-5
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‘Samuel Miller Had a Farm’
To Be Miller-Cory Program

Brian Joseph Leegan and Miss Susan Marie Tansey

Miss Susan M. Tansey
To Marry Brian J. Leegan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Tansey of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Susan Marie Tansey, to Brian Joseph
Leegan. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph J. Leegan, also of Westfield.
The bride-to-be is a 1991 graduate
of the Oak Knoll School in Summit.
She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Elementary and Special Education from Providence College and a
Master of Arts degree in Reading
from Montclair State University.
Miss Tansey is employed by the
South Orange/Maplewood Board of

Education as a first-grade teacher.
Her fiancé, a 1990 graduate of
Westfield High School, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in History
from the College of the Holy Cross.
He was awarded a Master of Business
Administration degree in Accounting
and a Master of Science degree in
Taxation from Fordham University.
The future bridegroom is a Certified Public Accountant employed
with Societe Generale in New York
City as a Vice President in the Tax
Planning Group.
A November wedding is planned.

Two New Pathways Programs
To Be Offered During Fall
SUMMIT – Pathways, a program
of the Women’s Resource Center,
will offer a new program this fall at
its new location. It is now located at
57 New England Avenue, next to
Christ Church, in Summit.
A Young Women’s Group will
meet both in the daytime and evenings. The day group will be ongoing and will meet weekly beginning
on Tuesday, September 23, at noon.
It will be facilitated by Kay English, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker.
The evening program will be an

eight-week group for up to 10 participants. It will begin on Thursday,
September 25, at 7 p.m. and will be
facilitated by Aimee J. Harris, also
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker.
This is a support group specifically for women under age 40 that
addresses topics for young women
relating to breast cancer diagnosis
at an early age.
For more information, please call
the Women’s Resource Center at
(908) 277-3663 or visit its website
at www.womensource.org and click
on Pathways.

Discover Total Health!
Your Body Will
You For It!

Westfield Spine Center, P.C.

CUSTOM
fi ness

and Pilates Studio

jivana

yoga
center

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, September 21, Christine Glazer of
Cranford will present a program
entitled “Old Samuel Miller Had a
Farm” between 2 and 5 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.
Mrs. Glazer will explain the various heritage breeds of farm animals
of the 18th century. There were fewer
animals on farms during the Colonial period than on farms today. The
program is described as ideal for
families, and children will be invited to make stencils of their favorite farm animals.
Dressed in Colonial costumes,
volunteers will guide visitors through
the historic farmhouse while discussing farm life in early New Jersey. The
last tour will begin at 4 p.m.
Sherry Lange of Cranford and
Janet Murphy of Kenilworth will
prepare foods over the open hearth
using authentic period recipes and
cooking techniques. Visitors will be

Library Board Changes
Date For Meeting
WESTFIELD — The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield Memorial
Library has rescheduled its Thursday, September 25 meeting to Tuesday, September 23, at 8 p.m.
The board will meet in the meeting room of the library, located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.
For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090 or visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org.

College Club Schedules
Plant Care Discussion
SCOTCH PLAINS – A representative of the Master Gardeners of Union
County, from the Union County Extension Service, will speak at the Monday,
September 22 meeting of the College
Club of Fanwood – Scotch Plains.
The discussion will include tips on
choosing the proper houseplants for
specific home conditions and how to
care for them and make them happy
in the home environment, even if
plant owners don’t have a “green
thumb.”
The program will immediately follow the monthly meeting at Union
Catholic High School on Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains at 7:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact Maureen at (908) 233-4027.

All Saints’ Church Auction
To Feature Various Prizes
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will hold
its first ever Tricky Tray Auction on
Friday, October 3. Doors will open at
6 p.m., with drawings for prizes to
commence at 7:15 p.m.
“Local, state and national corporations have been contacted, and their
response has been very gratifying,”
remarked Event Chairwoman
Caroline Perkins. “We are on pace to
have hundreds of items valued at $25
and under, and many more items of a
much greater value.”
Auction items are expected to include gift certificates, baskets of spirits, decorator baskets, English toiletry baskets and food baskets, among
other selections. A surprise, very
valuable item, suitable for any age,
will also be auctioned.
Corporate and private donations
are still being accepted.
For many years, All Saints’ Church

UC

nlimited

Mat and Reformer

has opened its doors to several community organizations, such as the
Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts,
Interfaith Council for the Homeless
and senior citizen groups, as well as
Alcoholics Anonymous and its related organizations. The evening’s
proceeds will help the church to continue its ministry.
The public is invited to attend the
event, which will be held at the
church. A nominal fee will be charged
at the door that will provide participants with their first card of numbers
plus refreshments.
All Saints’ Church is located at
559 Park Avenue. Anyone interested in making a donation for the
auction may call the church at (908)
322-8047 and ask for Caroline
Perkins. Information about the
church and its programs is also
available on the Internet at
www.allsaints-spnj.org.

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
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Pilates Fitness
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Tone and sculpt your entire body and lose weight, all at the same time.
Controlled movements that guarantee to shape and sculpt long lean muscle.

CUSTOM fi

able to sample taste treats prepared
by the cooks.
The museum’s gift shop will also
be open, featuring Colonial reproductions, cookbooks, crafts, teas and
educational materials.
Admission to the museum is $2
for adults and 50 cents for students.
Children under age six are admitted
for free. On Sunday, September 28,
Sherry Lange will present a demonstration on soap making.
For information about the museum, its schedule of upcoming fall
events or volunteer opportunities,
please call the museum office at
(908) 232-1776. The museum office is open on weekdays from 9
a.m. to noon.

1000
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400anytime
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to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.
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$
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America’s Choice network. Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood
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Diagnostic Equipment

Wesley Allen
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Accident & Sports
Related Injuries
Entire Family Care
Pain Management
Carpal Tunnel
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Headaches
Neck Pain
Shoulder Pain
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Arm / Hand Pain
Sciatica

Mattresses & Box Springs
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Call Linda for more info at 908-301-0039
or see a brochure anytime you choose at
www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

•

Board Certified Chiropractic Physician

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Dr. Joseph M. Diorio, D.C.
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Westfield Spine Center, P.C.

WEIGHT-LOSS
SPECIALIST

96% success-rate: lose it and keep it off
No dieting, struggling, pills, shots or surgery
Patient testimonials available upon request
AMA-approved for nearly 50 years
Only 2 or 3 private appointments needed

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS

908-654-5379

Cell: 908-591-6505

Mountainside, NJ has a

monthly access

Open 7 Days • 5 am till 10 pm

908-654-5379

North Merrick, N.Y.
A 1995 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology at
Gettysburg College and her Masters
in Education from Lesley University
in Cambridge, Mass. She is a teacher
at the Leap School in Concord, Mass.
The bridegroom is a 1994 graduate of Arlington High School in Massachusetts and received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in Economics from
Syracuse University. He is a Senior
Technology Business Analyst for the
Boston Company, an investment
management firm, and is a Level II
candidate in the Chartered Financial
Analyst Program.
A bridal shower was hosted in
Westfield by Mrs. Susan Snauffer, Mrs.
Kathy Livaudais and Mrs. Marilyn
Norton. A shower was given for the
bride by Mrs. Stella Lydotes, the mother
of the bridegroom, and Miss Maria
Lydotes, the sister of the bridegroom,
in Arlington, Mass. Mrs. Judy Edling,
formerly of Westfield, also hosted a
shower at her home in Sudbury, Mass.
The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the bridegroom’s parents at the
historic Wayside Inn in Sudbury,
Mass. the night before the wedding.
Following a wedding trip to the
Dominican Republic, the couple resides in Somerville, Mass.

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified, Registered, Insured

3999

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday: 9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

Focus on breathing provides extraordinary healing
on a physical, emotional and mental level, helps
oxygenating the blood, lowering blood pressure,
diminishing the stress response and amplify energy
levels, thus achieving a positive outlook on life.

Miss Laura Anne Cashman of
Somerville, Mass., the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cashman of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
July 12, to James Aristom Lydotes,
also of Somerville, Mass. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Aristomenes
Lydotes of Arlington, Mass.
The wedding took place at the
Martha Mary Chapel on the grounds
of Longfellow’s Wayside Inn in
Sudbury, Mass., with the Reverend
Deborah Pope-Lance officiating. A
reception followed at the Nashawtuc
Country Club in Concord, Mass.
Miss Susan Buttone of West
Caldwell was the maid of honor. The
bridal attendants included Miss
Sandra Bergeron of Huntington
Beach, Calif., Mrs. Brigitta Peterson
Cashman of Brunswick, Me., the
sister-in-law of the bride; Miss Sally
Vater of Washington, D.C., Miss Jennifer Baumgartner of Potomac, Md.,
and Miss Maria Lydotes of Brookline,
Mass., the sister of the bridegroom.
Aristomenes Lydotes, the father of
the bridegroom, was the best man.
Serving as groomsmen were Kevin
Cashman of Brunswick, Me. and
William Cashman of Westfield, the
brothers of the bride; John Jervinis of
Naples, Fla., the brother of the bridegroom; Zachary Champa of Concord, Mass. and Richard Ahorn of

with a national reputation.*

now just

All when on the America’s Choice Network
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First Baptist Member Named
As President of State Group

FIFTY WONDERFUL YEARS…Students at Redeemer Lutheran School, located at Clark Street and Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield, form the number
“50” to celebrate their school’s 50th anniversary, which will be celebrated with
special services this Sunday, September 21, at 8:30 and 11 a.m. at the Redeemer
Lutheran Church. The school enrolls students through the fifth grade and also
provides before and after school care.

Redeemer Lutheran School
To Mark 50th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
celebrate its 50th anniversary this
Sunday, September 21, with special
services to be held at 8:30 and 11
a.m. Guest preacher will be the
Reverend Dr. Robert Scudieri.
Begun as a special partnership with
parents, based on a strong commitment to quality Christian education,
the Redeemer Lutheran School has
been located at the corner of Clark
Street and Cowperthwaite Place since
1953.
Originally started as a nursery
school by the Reverend and Mrs.
Walter Reuning, Redeemer now offers classes through the fifth grade.
The school features small class settings with individual instruction,
rooted in the Christian faith.
Redeemer students are taught the
basics of mathematics, science, social studies and reading, along with
further instruction in Spanish, art,
music and physical education.
Before and after care is also provided to parents whose work schedules require their children to be at
school for longer periods of time.
Redeemer is also seeking to become an accredited school through
the National Lutheran Schools and
Middle States Association Accredi-

tation processes.
“For me, as a parent and teacher,
Redeemer Lutheran School is a haven of love, learning and living in a
world of joy, academic challenge
and forgiveness,” said Shirley Carpenter.
“It is an environment infused with
God’s love for each of us — just as
we are. It is an opportunity to grow
and aspire to all He wants us to be.
Redeemer is a great beginning for all
that lies ahead,” she added.
Several new faces have joined the
teaching staff of Redeemer Lutheran
School. Jon Wiegand and his wife,
Julianne, have taken over as Principal and kindergarten teacher, respectively, with Susan DeSimpelare sharing the role of kindergarten teacher.
Additionally, Rachel Sabanosh has
assumed the responsibility of teaching FourPlus and Redeemer U, an
extended academic program for the
FourPlus and kindergarten classes.
Kerith Weins and Barbara Amodeo
have taken over the roles of Nursery
Three teacher and Aide, respectively.
Joy Wagenblast has returned to the
teaching staff as fourth grade teacher
after a long stay at the Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Springfield as its
Youth and Children’s Minister and
Nursery School teacher and director.

Westfield Library to Renew
Foreign Film Series For Fall
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will once again
present its popular foreign films series for the fall season. All the films
will be shown at 1 p.m. and again at
7 p.m.
The series will kick off on Tuesday, October 14, with the presentation of American Desi, an English
language film directed by Piyush
Dinker Pandya.
This coming-of-age story follows
the life of Krishna Reddy, an IndianAmerican college student who looks
forward to life on campus. He has
never cared for his Indian-American
heritage and is surprised to find himself assigned to Indian roommates.
New experiences reveal a side of
himself he has always hidden in order to fit in.
In the lexicon of young IndianAmericans, an “ABCD” is an American-Born Confused Desi, a desi being someone born in India but who
lives someplace else. Written and
directed by a Rutgers graduate, the

film was shot primarily at Middlesex
County College in Edison.
Free tickets will be available to
Westfield Library cardholders beginning Tuesday, September 30. Interested individuals are asked to visit
the Circulation Desk on the first floor
of the library to pick up their tickets.
The foreign film series will continue on Tuesday, November 18, with
My Wife as an Actress, a French film
directed by Yvan Attal. This light
comedy asks the question “can actors help but feel some physical or
emotional reaction when engaged in
an intimate scene?”
On Tuesday, December 16, the series will feature 8 Women, a French
film starring Catherine Deneuve. Equal
parts satire, comedy, musical, murder
mystery and melodrama, this film incorporates the most over-the-top aspects of each of those movie genres
when eight women are suspected in
the murder of an industrialist.
For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090 or visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org.

WESTFIELD – Scotch Plains resident Jean Kellogg, a member of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
will be installed this Saturday, September 20, as the new President of
the American Baptist Churches of
New Jersey (ABCNJ) during the
group’s Annual Session.
Fourteen members of the First Baptist Church will attend the session, to
be held at the Fountain of Life Center
in Burlington. The theme for this year’s
event will be “Promising Partnerships.”
It will include speakers and music.
Mrs. Kellogg has served as Vice
President of the ABCNJ for the past
two years, during which time she
chaired the search committee to fill
the position of Executive Minister
for the state group.
Dr. Lee Spitzer, a Jewish Christian
who has filled that position since
March, will be among the speakers at
the session.
Mrs. Kellogg has been active in
leadership roles in various aspects of
American Baptist work for years,
including positions in her local
church, as well as state and national

First Baptist to Offer
Hospitality at Festival
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will again offer hospitality
during Westfield’s FestiFall of Arts
and Crafts this Sunday, September 21.
Volunteers will offer popcorn and lemonade on the church lawn from noon to
5 p.m. Additionally, church restrooms
will be open and available for use.

women’s work. She started college
after retiring from a business career
and is presently working toward a
degree at Drew University.
The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street. For more information about the session, please call
(908) 233-2278 or email the church at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Make-A-Wish Slates
Benefit Bowl-A-Thon
COUNTY – The Make-A-Wish
Foundation of New Jersey will hold
a Bowl-A-Thon on Sunday, October
26, beginning at 2 p.m. at Garden
State Bowl, located at Beech Spring
and Mill Roads in Union.
Open to the public, the event will
help raise funds to grant the wishes
of New Jersey children with lifethreatening medical conditions.
A $20 per person admission fee will
cover three games of bowling, shoe rental
and will include a donation to the Makea-Wish Foundation of New Jersey.
In addition, participants may collect donations and pledges, with
checks made payable to the MakeA-Wish Foundation of New Jersey.
Other events will include a 50/50
raffle, as well as awards for the top
bowling scores. Pre-registration is
not necessary, and both individuals
and teams are invited to participate.
For more information, please call
the main office of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of New Jersey at (908)
964-5055. Information about the MakeA-Wish Foundation of New Jersey is
also available at www.wishnj.org.

PICNIC TIME…This Sunday, September 21, the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside will hold its inaugural “Welcome Back” picnic
for past, present and prospective members, following an 11:30 a.m. outdoor Mass.
There will be food and beverages, music, children’s activities and an on-premise
50/50 raffle. Additionally, Union County Sheriff’s Officers will conduct child
safety seat inspections. The picnic will be held rain or shine, with food served
under the big tent and activities taking place indoors or outdoors. Tickets are $10
for adults, $5 for children age five and over, and free for those under five. They
may be obtained at the Parish Office, 300 Central Avenue, or by calling (908) 2321162. A family ticket is a maximum $30. No tickets will be sold the day of the picnic.
Parishioners and committee members, pictured left to right, are: the Reverend
Simon Kim, Donna Perez-Santalla, Irene Ciccarino, Giulia Goggi, Barbara
Calderone, the Reverend John McCrone, Pastor, Alex Choma and Kim Choma.

Prayer and Tashlich Services
Scheduled For High Holidays
WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center in Westfield
has invited anyone who is looking
for a place to pray on the High Holidays to take part in its services, to be
held in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad Street.
They will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, September 27 and 28, and
Sunday and Monday, October 5 and
6, in observance of Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, respectively.
The service and prayer books will
be in Hebrew and English. All Jews,
regardless of religious background,
knowledge or level of observance, are
welcome. Baby-sitting will be available. Reservations are necessary.
A Tashlich service, open to the

St. Helen’s Mission to Focus
On the ‘Christian Mystery’
WESTFIELD — The parish of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, will sponsor a weekend
mission entitled “This Blessed Mess:
Living the Christian Mystery.”
The mission will be held on Monday and Tuesday, September 22 and
23, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the church.
It will be conducted by speaker and
award-winning author Patricia
Livingston. There is no charge and
all are welcome.
“Our lives are filled daily with
both joys and struggles,” said Monsi-

Fanwood Library Sets
Book Sale For Saturday
FANWOOD — The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will hold
their book sale this Saturday, September 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the library.
According to the Friends, a lot of
donations have been received for the
sale. The prices will be the same as
last year: $1 for hardbound books, 50
cents for paperbacks and 25 cents for
children’s selections.
Games, toys, compact disks, videos and other such items will be
individually priced. Proceeds from
the event will benefit the library’s
collection, programs and services.
The rain date is the following day,
Sunday, September 21. If the weather
is in question on Saturday, individuals are urged to call the library at (908)
322-6400 after 9 a.m. the day of the
sale to find out whether it is still on.
The Friends could still use help
the day of the sale. Anyone interested in volunteering is asked to call
(908) 889-0998. The Fanwood Library is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

gnor William Harms, Pastor of St.
Helen’s Church. “This mission will
encourage us to live with deeper trust
in these troubled times, as we realize
that our own experiences of suffering and love are sacred moments.”
Monday evening’s session will be
entitled “Embracing Our Struggles.”
On Tuesday night, “Deepening Our
Joy” will be the featured topic.
Mrs. Livingston’s Spiritual Guide
column, “Learning from Life,” in
Prayer magazine, recently received
the first place award from the Catholic Press Association for the best
column originating in a magazine of
any Catholic publication.
For further information, please call
Sally at (908) 232-1214.

public, will be held on the second
day of Rosh Hashanah, September
28. This service, at Mindowaskin
Park, will occur at the conclusion of
the prayer services, at approximately
1:30 to 2 p.m. There will also be a
special Shofar blowing for those who
did not have a chance to hear it
earlier.
It is a Jewish custom that on Rosh
Hashanah, following the afternoon
prayer, individuals visit a body of
water or pond containing live fish
and recite the “Tashlich” prayers, in
which they “cast away” their sins.
For more details on the upcoming
services and to receive a registration
form for the High Holiday services,
please call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252.
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We Are The Only Dog Day Care In Union County!

109 Aldene Road, Bldg. 1 • Roselle, NJ

Pre-Registrations Now Being Accepted
• Grooming
• 8,000 sq. ft. of Cageless Indoor/Outdoor Play Area
• Overnight Boarding 7 Days A Week
Schedule A Tour To See The Facility!

Andrew S. Rosenfarb, C.A.
National Board Certified in Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine
President, New Jersey Acupuncture Association
Clinical Director

phone

Call For Our
Open House!

908-298-1444
fax

908-298-9640

Acupuncture:
The Most Effective
Natural Solution
For
Infertility!
Acupuncture Health Associates
332 South Avenue East
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 928-0060
www.acupuncturehealth.net
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Register Online!
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Marion Orlovsky, 92, Church Rosarian;
Former Supervisor at Western Electric
Marion Kellett Orlovsky, 92, of
Fanwood died on Tuesday, September 9, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Jersey City, she had been
a resident of Brick and Scotch Plains
before relocating to Fanwood in 2002.
Mrs. Orlovsky had worked for
Western Electric in Kearny for 38
years prior to retiring as a supervisor
in 1964.
She was a Rosarian at St. Dominic’s
Church in Lakewood and a member
of the Western Electric Pioneers.

She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph Orlovsky, in 1988.
Surviving are a sister-in-law,
Catherine Kellett; four nieces, Diane
Barrett, Catherine McDonough,
Carol Castles and Trudy Grana, and
a nephew, Joseph Kellett.
The funeral was held on Saturday,
September 13, from the Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at St. Mary of the Lake in Lakewood.
September 18, 2003

Robert F. Bladis, 78, Decorated Veteran;
Co-Owned Sheet Metal Fabrication Firm
Robert F. Bladis, 78, of
Mountainside died on Thursday, September 11, at Overlook Hospital in

Mary Lee Ellis Hokrein of
Fanwood died on Wednesday, September 10, at her daughter’s home in
Salem, N.H.
Born in Atlanta, Ga., she had lived
in New York City before moving to
Fanwood 50 years ago.
Mrs. Hokrein had been employed
by University Hospital in Newark
prior to retiring seven years ago.
She was predeceased by her husband, Charles Lawson Hokrein, in
1993.
Surviving are a son, Walter Ellis
Hokrein; two daughters, M. Heather
Hokrein Courtois and Holly Hokrein
O’Rourke, and a granddaughter.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, September 15, at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment took
place at Laurel Memorial Park in
Pomona.

Summit.
Born in Newark, he had resided in
Union before relocating to
Mountainside 40 years ago.
Prior to retiring, Mr. Bladis had
co-owned Atlantic Metal Products in
Springfield, a custom sheet metal
fabrication firm.
During World War II, he served
with United States Army Company
C, 315th Engineer Battalion. He saw
action in Normandy, Northern
France, Rhineland and Central Europe. Mr. Bladis was awarded the
European-African-Middle Eastern
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal
and the Victory Medal.
Surviving are his wife, Gloria A.
Bladis; a son, Richard Bladis of
Mountainside; a daughter, Donna
Rosenski of Mountainside; four
grandchildren and a great-grandchild.
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, September
18, at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.
Arrangements were handled by the
Bradley-Brough Funeral Home in
Summit.

September 18, 2003

September 18, 2003

Mary Lee Hokrein

Township Health Department
To Sponsor Rabies Clinic
SCOTCH PLAINS — T he
Scotch Plains Health Department
will sponsor a free rabies clinic
for cats and dogs on Wednesday,
September 24, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at the northside firehouse,
located at the rear of the Municipal Building.
Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied
by an adult able to control the
animal. If this is the animal’s initial vaccination (which includes
those animals with an unknown
vaccination history), the inoculation has a one-year duration.
Subsequent booster vaccinations
have a three-year duration if the
animal is age six months or older.
Cats will be vaccinated from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m.
Dogs must also be accompanied
by an adult able to control the
animal. Revaccination is not necessary for three years unless the
dog is under six months of age,

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
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Tim Doerr
Bruce Bauer
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Joyce C. Leaver Carraway, 72, of
Fanwood died on Friday, September 12, at Genesis ElderCare – “The
Woodlands” in Plainfield.
Born in Franklin Township, she
had lived in Scotch Plains before
moving to Fanwood 20 years ago.
Mrs. Carraway had been the Tax
Collector in Fanwood for 14 years
prior to retiring in 1996.
She was a member of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and of the Winthrop Society.
She was predeceased by two husbands, Albert William Ross and C.
Glenn Carraway; her daughter,
Linda J. McNally, and a grandson,
Kenneth C. Kelly.
Surviving are four daughters,

Coleen D. DeJesso, Cindy L.
Squashic, Lori S. Ashburner and
Lisa L. Burns; two brothers, Arthur
V. Runyon and Howard L. Runyon;
nine grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, September 15, at the First
United Methodist Church of Scotch
Plains. Interment followed at the
Locust Grove Cemetery in
Quakertown.
Arrangements were handled by
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.
Memorial donations may be
made to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood
07023.
September 18, 2003

DEATH NOTICE

Doris H. Weldon, 75, Was Employed
In Human Resources at Celanese
Doris H. Weldon, 75, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, September
15, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Newark, she had lived
there before moving to Scotch Plains
52 years ago.
Mrs. Weldon had worked in Human Resources at Celanese in Summit prior to retiring in 1990.
She was a member of the Westfield
Y and the Golden Age in Scotch
Plains.
Surviving are her husband of 56
years, George C. Weldon; two daughters, Virginia D. Knudsen and her
husband, Charles, and Jane S. Glynn
and her husband, John; a son, William G. Weldon and his wife, Laurie,

and nine grandchildren, Heather
Paben, Amanda and Charles
Knudsen, Rebecca, Rachel and
Randal Glynn, and Brian, Andrew
and Daniel Weldon.
Funeral services will be held at
noon today, Thursday, September 18,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Interment will follow at Somerset Hills
Memorial Park in Basking Ridge.
Visitation will be today from 10
a.m. to noon at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield 07091.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Watchung Sail and Power Squadron
will begin its semi-annual Safe Boating course on Monday, September 29,
at 7:15 p.m. at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.
The course will be conducted on
nine consecutive Monday evenings as
part of the adult school curriculum.
Each class will be divided between
presentations by expert lecturers and
instruction in smaller classroom
groups.
The seven weeks of course work
will be followed by one session for
review and one session for the final
exam. This course meets the State of
New Jersey’s requirements for a boating safety certificate. Enrollment is
open to adults, as well as those between the ages of 13 and 16 when
accompanied by an adult.
Registration will be held on Monday and Wednesday, September 22
and 24, at SPFHS beginning at 7:15
p.m. The $60 fee includes all course
materials plus the adult school registration charge.
For additional information, please
contact Squadron Commander Richard Sendell at (908) 241-3969 or via
email at RSendell4@Comcast.net, or
Bill Foy at (908) 925-9617.

More Community News

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW KID IN TOWN...Ghillie, a six month old golden retreiver poses for the
camera last Sunday on Quimby Street in Westfield. Mike and Lois Nelson are
pictured above spending a relaxing moment with Ghillie.

Classic Cars, Rides and Music
On Tap For Fanny Wood Day
FANWOOD – The eighth annual
Fanny Wood Day celebration will
be held on Sunday, September 28,
from noon to 5 p.m. along South and
Martine Avenues in downtown
Fanwood.
Many food vendors will be on
hand during the festival, which will
also feature rides and other activities for children.
Once again, a classic car show
will also be part of the festivities,
sponsored by the Cougar Club of
New Jersey. This year’s event will
feature more than 60 vintage cars on
display in the west end of the
Fanwood train station parking lot
on South Avenue.
Grammy Award winner Tom
Chapin will perform his Family Show
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Mr. Chapin also
performed in Fanwood earlier this

Ingrid M. Oestnaes, 85, Lifetime Member
Of Atlas Chapter of Order of Eastern Star
Ingrid M. Oestnaes, 85, of
Bridgewater died on Friday, September 12, at the Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.
Born in Kearny, she had lived in
Westfield from 1929 to 1997, then in
Linden before moving to the Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater in 1999.
Miss Oestnaes earned a bachelor’s
degree in English from Rutgers University in Newark.
She was a lifetime member of the
Atlas Chapter of the Order of the
Eastern Star in Westfield, where she

Denise M. Yurko, 56

served as a past worthy matron and a
member of the Order of the Ameranth.
She also was a member of VASA
Order of America, a Swedish-American club, Lodge No. 439 Linne, and
belonged to the First Congregational
Church in Westfield.
A graveside service was held on
Monday, September 15, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
sent to the Eastern Star Home, 111
Findern Avenue, Bridgewater 08807.
September 18, 2003

Denise M. Yurko, 56, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, September
15, at Hackensack University Medical Center in Hackensack.
Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
Linden prior to moving to Scotch
Plains in 1970.
A graduate of Linden High School,
she worked in the Billing Department at LabCorp in Raritan.
She was predeceased by her father,
Walter Yurko, in 1999.
Surviving are her mother, Nellie
Yurko, and two sisters, Renee Johnson
and Aimee Homik.
The funeral will take place at 9
a.m. today, Thursday, September 18,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Mass
will be offered at 10 a.m. at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Cremation will follow at Somerset
Hills Memorial Park in Basking
Ridge.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325,
Scotch Plains 07076 or Best Friend
Animal Adoption, P.O. Box 335,
Cranford 07016.

Helen H. Dombroski, 84, of Lakewood died on Thursday, September
11, at the Kimball Medical Center in
Lakewood.
Born in Jersey City, she had been
a resident of Scotch Plains prior to
moving to Lakewood.
Mrs. Dombroski had been a registered nurse at Overlook Hospital in
Summit for 28 years before retiring.
She was a member of the Senior
Citizens of Scotch Plains.
She was predeceased by her husband, Frank Dombroski, in 2001.
Surviving are two sons, Frank
Dombroski and Peter Dombroski; a
daughter, Patricia Lannon; a brother,
Stanley Wojciak; a sister, Joan
Cutone, and six grandchildren.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, September 16, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Pable-Evertz Funeral
Home in Point Pleasant.

September 18, 2003
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Helen Dombroski, 84

September 18, 2003

Safe Boating Course
Scheduled at SPFHS

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Joyce Carraway, 72, Former Tax Collector;
Was Member of Local Historical Society

thus requiring revaccination the
subsequent year (or if the animal’s
vaccination history is unknown).
Dog licenses for 2003 will be
available at the clinic. The cost is
$6.20 if the animal is spayed or
neutered and $9.20 if it is not.
Dogs will be vaccinated between
7:30 and 8:30 p.m.
The New Jersey Department of
Health has recommended vaccination every two years, and a license will not be issued by the
township unless the vaccination is
valid for the entire licensing period. For further information,
please call (908) 322-6700, extension no. 1-309.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Cranford

– Obituaries –
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Hiking Club Reveals Slate
Of Activities This Weekend
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club has announced several
events to be held this weekend.
On Saturday, September 20, a trip
is planned to Patriot’s Path in
Mendham. Leader Martin Frahme
may be reached at (973) 539-4084.
Participants will meet at 10 a.m.
at the Sunrise Lake parking lot in
Lewis Morris Park. They are asked
to use the park entrance on Route
24, 2.8 miles west of the Morristown
Green, on the left (just past
the Delbarton School), and to follow signs to the first right and down
to the Lake lot.
Hikers will travel through the
woods at a moderate pace, on smooth
paths that are level, towards
Mendham. The excursion will cover
about five miles and is appropriate
for beginners. Participants will have
a trail lunch along the way. Rain
will cancel the event.
A trip is scheduled for Sunday,
September 21, to the South Mountain Reservation in Millburn. It will
be led by Jay Krafchick, who may
be reached at (973) 992-4193.
Attendees will meet at 10 a.m. at
the Locust Grove parking lot, at the

corner of Glen Avenue and
Lackawanna Place across from the
Millburn railroad station.
This will be a moderate to
somewhat brisk hike of about four
miles
along
the
white
trail following the Rahway River
past
Diamond
Mill
Pond to Painters Point and beyond.
The
trail
is
a
little
rocky in places but has been described as suitable for everyone.
A Pedal to Princeton event is also
slated for Sunday, led by Ed
Liebowitz. He may be reached at
(201) 332-1709 (home) and
(973) 724-3980 (work).
Participants will meet at 10 a.m.
at Colonial Park, off of Amwell
Road/Route 514, Somerset/East
Millstone, after which they will bicycle to Princeton. Cyclists will
travel about 34 mostly flat miles,
much
of
it
along
the updated D&R Canal towpath.
Rain will cancel the event and helmets are required.
For a complimentary six month
schedule of Hiking Club events,
please
call
(908) 527-4900.

summer, when a concert celebrating
the Fanwood Memorial Library’s
100th anniversary was attended by
more than 600 local residents.
The Fanny Wood Day entertainment program will begin at 12:15
p.m. with Silk City, a local string
band.
Additionally, “Fanny Wood” herself will make a personal appearance at the festival, dressed in traditional clothing from the Victorian
period.
“With great food, classic cars, a
variety of rides for the kids and an
amazing afternoon of music, this
year’s Fanny Wood Day celebration
promises to be the best one yet,”
noted Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung.
In the event of inclement weather,
the rain date for the festival is the
following Sunday, October 5.
PLANNING FOR WALK…Cathy Rock, left, and Linnea Rhodes, members of
Club ’43, are pictured at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, which will be the
setting for the group’s “60 for 60” walk this Saturday, September 20, starting
at 10 a.m. Club ’43 members, all of whom will turn 60 this year, are holding the
walk to celebrate their birthdays and to honor four members who are breast
cancer survivors. Proceeds will benefit the North Jersey affiliate of the Susan G.
Komen Foundation.

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

The Westfield Leader

Forethought

®

funeral planning
can help.

welcomes . . .
Westfield Spine Center P.C.

Find out how

by calling...

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
– Since 1897 –
• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA • LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Westfield
Spine Center P.C.
Dr. Joseph M. Diorio, D.C.
The Westfield Spine Center is designed to provide patients with
state-of-the-art diagnostic capabilities which include high speed Xray and computerized technique
versatility, assuring comfort and
safety.
Chiropractic care is the largest
and most rapidly growing drugless
health care profession in the world.
A natural approach to health, utilizing the inherent recuperative
powers of the body. Experience the
benefits!

Located at:
235 Elmer Street
908-232-0500
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THE STUDENT VIEW
The w
eekly column written bbyy local high school students
weekly

Have the Ends Justified Means
Since Our War in Middle East?

David Greer
Teacher of Sixth Grade Spanish,
Eighth Grade French
Edison Intermediate School, Westfield
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 24
Hometown: Roselle Park
Education: Bachelor of Arts
degree from LaSalle University in
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. Greer attended L’Université de Fribourg
in Switzerland and Universidad de
Cantabria
in
Santander, Spain. He
is currently pursuing
his Master of Arts
degree from Kean
University in Union.
Previous Experience: Mr. Greer
taught at Montclair
High School for one
year. One summer, he
instructed students at
L’Institut Monte
Rosa in Montreux,
David
Switzerland.
I Knew I Reached
My Students When: “I knew I
reached my French students when
they started expressing themselves
in French for their happiness, dissatisfaction, joy, sadness and all
other emotions. They stopped relying on English to show how
they felt. I knew I reached my
Spanish students when they
started appreciating the different
holidays celebrated in the Hispanic world. They no longer used
the words ‘weird and dumb.’ They
started to say ‘interesting and
cool.’”
What I Love About the School
District: “Westfield is an extremely
positive place to work. The town
stresses what it can do instead of
what it can’t do. Anything is possible with the support of teachers,
administration, students and the
town. There is always someone
willing to help out with an idea or
issue.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I enjoy teaching the cultural and linguistic differences and similarities
between France and other Frenchspeaking countries. My passion is
teaching about French-speaking
Switzerland. I enjoy teaching the
geography of Spanish-speaking
countries.”
The Future of
Education
in
America… “I hope
that French will continue to be seen as
an important choice
for students to take.
I do not want to see
people
choose
other languages
simply because of
current political
tensions. I have
heard the phrase
Greer
“Freedom class”
one too many times. I hope to see
Spanish classes grow to help
people realize its importance in
our nation. We have so many
chances to come face to face with
Hispanic cultures here in New
Jersey. I hope that the schools
can reach out to the Spanishspeaking communities and use
them as resources for our students. The diversity of New Jersey is what makes us a wonderfully unique state.”
My Goals as an Educator… “I
hope to instill in my students a
positive view of cultures and languages in our world. I hope to break
down stereotypes and abolish xenophobia in my classes. I want students to realize how interesting the
world is and the importance of being able to communicate with our
international family.”
Home Life: Mr. Greer is not
married and has no children. However, he has a girlfriend.

Dilonardo, Lessner to Attend
Youth Leadership Conference
WESTFIELD – Jesse Dilonardo
and Michael Lessner, both of
Westfield have been chosen to attend the Junior National Youth
Leaders Conference (JrNYLC), a
leadership development program
for middle school pupils.
Jesse will attend the conference
from Saturday, October 18, to
Thursday, October 23, while
Michael will attend from Saturday,
October 4, to Thursday, October 9.
The conferences will be held in
Washington, D.C.
Jesse, 12, is a seventh grade student at Saint Theresa School in
Kenilworth. He likes to play baseball, soccer, fishing, bike riding,
and enjoys reading and computers.
Nominated by his sixth grade
teacher Alice Gorombey to attend

Robin Yudkovitz Enters
Syracuse College of Law
WESTFIELD – The College of
Law at Syracuse University in Syracuse, N.Y. has reported that
Westfield resident Robin Yudkovitz
has enrolled as a student for the
1003-2004 academic year.

Finn Spends Semester
In Salamanca Program
WESTFIELD – Colby College in Waterville, Me. has announced that Stephanie Finn of
Westfield, a first-year student,
is spending the fall semester of
the 2003-2004 academic year
enrolled in the colleg e’s
Salamanca program.
A graduate of Westfield High
School, Stephanie is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Finn
of Westfield.
The Salamanca program is an
intensive Spanish language program in Salamanca, Spain for
first-year students.
Stephanie will take Spanish,
literature, history and art history courses at The University
of Salamanca, the second oldest
university in Europe.
In January, Stephanie will
continue her studies as a member of the Class of 2007 at Colby.

Seeger of WF Honored
At Hamilton College
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield, was named
the recipient of the CRC Press –
First Year Prize in Chemistry at
Hamilton College’s annual Convocation on August 31. The award,
which is donated by CRC Press, is
awarded to a rising sophomore who
had demonstrated excellence in
chemistry.
Daniel, a sophomore at Hamilton,
is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

the conference because of his academic achievements and leadership
potential, Jesse is a member of a
speaker society.
Hoping to pursue a career in law
or computers, Jesse is the current
secretary of the student body at
Saint Theresa’s.
At the JrNYLC, Jesse anticipates
studying the traditions of leadership in American history and experiencing Washington, D.C. handson. He also looks forward to meeting children his age from all over
the country.
Jesse’s trip was made possible
from area businesses and Assemblymen Joe Cryan, Neil Cohen and
Senator Raymond Lesniak.
Themed “The Legacy of American Leadership,” JrNYLC will introduce Jesse and Michael to the
tradition of leadership through
American history, while helping
him develop his own leadership
skills.
Michael, a student at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield,
and Jesse will participate in educational activities and presentations
given by individuals in positions of
leadership. In specially designed
small groups, they will also visit
historical national landmarks, including Colonial Williamsburg.
The exercises in which Jesse and
Michael will participate will challenge them to think and act strategically when it comes to teamwork, problem solving and setting
goals.
In addition to examining notable
national leaders and historic figures, the pupils will study the impact of leadership through critical
periods of American history.

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEETING OF THE MUSICAL MINDS…Westfield Symphony Orchestra
Conductor, David Wroe, and First Congregational Church Director of Music,
Barbara Thomson, helped plan and distribute posters and catalogs for the new
fall semester of the Westfield Adult School. Pictured, left to right, are: Maestro
Wroe, Ms. Thomson, Westfield Adult School sponsor James Dettre and Westfield
Adult School Board Member Gaile Boothe.

Music Appreciation Series
On Tap at WF Adult School
WESTFIELD – A new Music Appreciation series is one of the
Westfield Adult School’s fall course
highlights.
Three sessions, which may be
taken together or separately, are
taught by classical music experts
in the area, including Dr. David
Wroe, conductor of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra; Paul
Somers, music critic and editor of
the bi-weekly Classical New Jersey Society Journal; and Barbara
Thomson, Director of Music at the
First Congregational Church in
Westfield.
The Music Appreciation series is
open to individuals who want to understand music better, teaching students how to listen to music, how an
orchestra is assembled, and the role
of the conductor and artists.
Course titles include: “How to Listen to Music,” “So You Want to Be a
Maestro?” and “Everything You
Wanted to Know About Classical
Music But Were Afraid to Ask.” Each
session costs $15 and meets for an
hour and a half.
Other new courses offered this
year include “Genealogy,” “Great
Discussions,” “Japanese Language,”
and on Saturday, November 8, a
daylong guided tour of the United
States Military Academy at West
Point.
The Westfield Adult School will
begin its fall 2003 semester on Monday, September 22, at Westfield High
School. The semester will run for eight
weeks, through November 24. No
classes will be held on October 6 or 13.
Complete course information is in
the catalog, at www.westfieldnj.com/
adultschool, or by calling (908) 2324050.

Registration, which will continue
through the semester, is offered by
mail and forms are available in the
catalog or on the website. Costs vary
by class.

Tolerance, Respect Topics
Slated at Education Forum
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood ParentTeacher Association (PTA) and
its Council will host an education forum for parents and mature students on tolerance and
respect issues on Tuesday, September 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS).
“You Don’t Know Me Until
You Know Me” is the one-person show which will be presented
that evening, raising issues of
race, discrimination, violence
prevention, personal identity,
suicide, gender equity, homophobia, and the emotional pain felt
by special education children.
During the 75-minute performance, Dr. Mykee Fowlin slips
in and out of nine characters,
both male and female, who
“share their stories” with humor
and emotion.
Dr. Fowlin received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Evangel University in
Springfield, Miss., where he also
participated in activities in the
speech and drama department.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
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I remember a chilling tale of 9/11,
where one woman cried, “There is
never peace! My husband suffered in
the tower. There is never peace!”
Americans across the country know
the pain of loss and the sickening jolt
of sudden fearful anxiety. The past
has etched a true and permanent portrait of the endurance of man. Americans, along with the citizens of many
other nations have felt the effects of
our own conscious decisions, seen
the blood shed on our land, and
mourned amidst the depth of our
mortality.
It seems that the people of the
land, the government, and the enemies are blind to the fact that we are
perplexed everyday by our own rights
and wrongs.
After 9/11, it appeared a necessity
to fight for our peace and protect our
men. And with our need for protection came a pre-emptive strike, a lash
out against the Middle East that
caused death and pain.
In my opinion, it is dreadful to
know that what the American government is doing “right” (protecting
our country) when it is indeed, in

In the spring of 2001, he received
his doctoral degree in clinical
psychology from Rutgers.
Combining his interests into
his profession, Dr. Fowlin has
worked with teenagers across the
country in peer mediation, diversity workshops, violence prevention and gender sensitivity training.
Originally slated for last spring,
Dr. Fowlin’s program had to be
rescheduled due to inclement
weather.
The program, which was received well last year by SPFHS
students, had also received acclaim from eighth graders who
witnessed Dr. Fowlin’s performance.
The PTA Council selected this
presentation for an education forum in response to the many
comments in a recent districtwide safety survey that more
needs to be done to encourage
respect and tolerance within the
schools.
For more information, please
call PTA Council Vice President,
Gale Miller, at (908) 889-7934.

many beliefs, philosophically and
religiously immoral. When I question the validity of religious justification of death, I am saddened that
the suicide pilots of the Al-Qaida
mix their extremist views with their
religion, and end up contradicting
gods will altogether.
It seems to me that the human race
will never reach the state of idealism
that preaches peace and justice. Have
we, as humans separated ourselves
over time so greatly from one another that men die because we fear
what it is different?
We have judged and mocked one
another, and we see this in children
and society, and this is what has
spread over time to form huge
masses of international hatred. We
all have taken our differences and
fueled them so greatly with ignorance, that segregation in the simplest and largest forms has reined
over acceptance.
From the beginning of time, man
has struggled to achieve a desirable
status, to be placed on a pedestal of
“strength.” In my opinion, today’s
wars do not signify military, financial, or political strength. The war
and struggle in and against each nation is of pure weakness.
On 9/11, the entire world witnessed
an act of ignorant hatred. Not only
could I hear and feel the grief of the
victims, their families, and the emergency personnel, I could hear the
resonant weeping from the lungs of
collective humanity.
During the war in the Middle East
last spring, thousands of protesters
fought against the war to no avail.
Must I come to realize that trying to
understand or prevent the human sin
is futile? We fought for peace and we
weren’t heard. The tragedy of 9/11
was but a tiny fragment of history’s
continuous cycle of fear and bloodshed.
What is it that terrorists want to
say? What is it that Americans want to
say? And what about the countries,
like France, who refused to aid our
country in the war? Nobody is innocent. Every single man strives for
growth and power, and this applies to
countries and governments as a whole.
The terrorists have a deep hatred
for our way of life. Whatever the
reasons may be behind any rivalry, it
comes from the soul of each human:
Greed and an unfortunate decision to
resist a higher level of consciousness. Of course humans are flawed,
but we still allow death and sadness
to grow.
Instead of thinking of ways to end
the war, we focus all our energy on
winning and being the “hero.” Nobody wins when death is involved. It
is truly disheartening to see that we
must endure war to live.

REGISTER NOW!
Catalogs in Libraries

Custom Fitness
and Pilates Studio
Lisa Spector -
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Certified Personal Trainer
WESTFIELD- Celebrating its opening this September, Custom Fitness
and Pilates Studio offers the right
place to find cardiovascular and
strength training for health and longevity. Teens, adults and seniors can
tone, sculpt and lose weight, all at the
same time under the direction of personal trainers. Located in a spacious
facility in the Westfield Spine Center,
P.C. For schedules, prices and registration information, call 908-6545379 or cell phone 908-499-1669 or
stop by the center. Open 7 days.

Located at:
235 Elmer Street

Fall Semester
Information: (908) 232-4050
Fax: (908) 654-7547
Web Site: www.westﬁeldnj.com/adultschool

MONDAY EVENINGS
Classes begin September 22, 2003
No classes October 6 and 13
Westﬁeld High School, 550 Dorian Road

NEW!

MUSIC APPRECIATION SERIES
• How to Listen to Music
Dr. Barbara Thomson

SAINT PETER’S PREP

• So You Want to be a Maestro?
Dr. David Wroe

new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

FALL OPEN HOUSE

• Everything You Wanted to Know About
Classical Music, But Were Afraid to Ask

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2003

1:00 - 3:30PM
Take a tour of our campus. Talk with faculty, students
and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.
Join us at our fall Open House and learn why we say,
“It is not simply Prep for four years. It is Prep...for life.”
144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400  WWW.STPETERSPREP.ORG
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Paul Somers

NEW!

GREAT DISCUSSIONS 2003
• United States Military Academy Tour
at West Point
• Getting Started in Genealogy
Lynne Klemens
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LOCKERY ROLLS 212 YDS, 3 TDS; BOFF, 10 TACKLES

Raider Grid Boys Trample
Red Raiders, 23-0, in Opener
ited East Side to 91 total yards.
Raider junior Lakiem Lockery had
touchdown (TD) runs of two, 68 and
48 yards and rumbled 212 yards on
25 carries. Senior Quad-Captain and
linebacker Travis Boff carried eight
times for 36 yards and sophomore
Rashawn Strong carried five times
for 15 yards. Junior kicker Mike
Baumwell connected on two extra

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of punishment was handed
out in the season home opener on
September 13 by the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School football “Wild
Dog” defense while the offense scored
three touchdowns in the second quarter and went on to trample Newark
Eastside, 23-0. The “Wild Dogs” lim-

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHURNING UP PLENTY OF YARDAGE…Raider back Lakiem Lockery, No.
9, rushes for one of his three TDs against East Side. Lockery chewed up 212 yards
on the ground.

points and hit the target with a 15yard field goal in the third quarter.
“Overall it was a good effort. They
played hard and I’m pleased. We
were a little sloppy on both sides of
the ball early on, but I think field
conditions created some of that. It
showed that we have something to
build on and we have some good kids
who can play,” expressed Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
As to Lockery, Ciccotelli added.
“He’s as good as anyone around.
Lockery and Kyle Baker, who will
be back next week, are two fine
backs who are a luxury for us. Both
of them can get it done. They can
run, have speed and have moves, so
we’re very happy with both of them.”
Junior quarterback Dan LaForge
showed remarkable poise in his inaugural game and passed for 65 yards.
Senior wide receiver Mike Walker
snagged three receptions for 45 yards
and teammate Matt Powers was the
recipient of a 19-yard delivery.
“He’s a good player, knows the
game and understands what we want
done,” said Ciccotelli of LaForge.
“Walker made two great catches so
he’s going fine and will be a force.”
Boff led the snarling “Wild Dogs”
in tackles with 10. “I feel astonished,
ridiculously awesome. I can’t explain my words,” said Boff. “We’re
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

MCNELIS NETS TWO GOALS; ZAZZALI, ‘BREZ’ ASSIST

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING FREE FOR A 43-YARD TD GALLOP…Blue Devil quarterback Jan Cocozziello, No. 12, breaks free of the
Rams’ defense and gallops for a 43-yard touchdown run. The Randolph Rams came ready and won, 20-6.

COCOZZIELLO SCORES 43-YARD TOUCHDOWN RUN

Ram Gridmen Deal Westfield
‘Disappointing’, 20-6, Defeat
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having been picked as underdogs
proved to be an inspiration to the
Randolph High School football Rams
when they marched into Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on September
13 and handed the favored Blue Devils a disappointing, 20-6, defeat. With
few exceptions, the Ram offensive
line got the jump on the Blue Devil
defense and paved the way for senior
fullback Scott McKinnie to gallop

152 yards, including a five-yard
touchdown (TD) slant, on 25 carries,
and senior tight end Rocky D’Aconti
beat his defender twice to haul in TD
passes of 27 yards and 21 yards,
respectively.
From the onset, the aggressive
Rams’ defense shed the Blue Devil
blockers and made senior quarterback Jan Cocozziello, who was
sacked four times for –26 yards in the
game, force his pass attempts. Senior halfback, Tyshon Blackmon (six

rushes for two yards and two receptions for 24 yards), and fullback Bart
Walsh (four rushes for four yards and
two receptions for 33 yards) were
virtually stopped in their tracks before getting a full head of steam.
“There’s really not much to say,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina. “It was a pathetic effort
on our part, an absolutely pathetic
effort and I don’t know why. They
(Randolph) ran the ball well. The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Raiders’ ‘Chemistry’ Works, LUDMER, BRONOKOWSKI HIT; HAMILTON SEALS WIN
Top Devil Soccer Boys, 2-0 Lady Soccer Raiders Surprise
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Opener
for success using the foot of senior
midfielder Ryan Breznitsky and the
head of junior forward Sean
McNelis, to brew up a 2-0 victory.
McNelis used his head to score
both goals in the first half, one on
an assist from Breznitsky and the

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good chemistry worked out well
for the 2-0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team in
Westfield on September 15. The
Raiders concocted a good formula

other on an assist from senior forward Ed Zazzali. The first one came
at the nine-minute mark when
Breznitsky launched a free kick
from midfield into the left post
where McNelis headed the deflection into the net. The second goal
came at 18:10 after Breznitsky
launched a carbon copy that was
deflected by Blue Devil goalie
Brian Pirot. Zazzali came to the
ball from the right side and crossed
to McNelis, who headed it in.
“Ryan and I always look for each
other, especially over the top. We
had one against Ridge too where he
just dumps the ball in, I just jump up
and get a lick on it,” described
McNelis of his first goal.
On the second goal, “The ball got
dumped into Eddie. He just hung
the ball. I timed my jump and got it
between two Westfield defenders,”
explained McNelis.
As to team chemistry, Ryan
Breznitsky said, “It’s awesome. We
are a tight knit group of guys. We like
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of talent by two of the better
soccer teams met at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School on September
15. The Raiders provided an aggressive passing attack that made it possible to defeat Westfield, 2-1.
Aly Ludmer scored the lone Blue
Devil goal on an assist by Danielle
Fried. Raider freshman Carleen
Bronokowski burned the net on a
Carly Wells assist. After a 1-1 deadlock, junior standout Allie Hamilton
sparked the game winner on a free
kick from about 30-yards out.
Freshman keeper Lauren Mainz
recorded seven saves for the Raiders.
The Blue Devil front line appeared
hesitant and off on their passes, which
resulted in the Raiders taking an 1812 edge in shots-on-goal.
“Westfield and Scotch Plains is
always a big rivalry,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “They’re

Donate Your Car
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE BALL…Blue Devil Alex Barrett, No. 5, and Raider Mike
Hessemer, No. 6, battle for the ball. Hessemer skids to kick the ball away from
Barrett.
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Professional Color Design
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Exteriors, Interiors
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(908) 272-4456
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Your Home Town
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Local (908) 789-2730
Toll Free (888) 489-9680
Pager (908) 552-5007
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Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)
One Call Does It All

$1.49

Advertising supplied by SAS

dogged defense, the Blue Devils
seemed to gain their killer instinct
when Fried slithered passed a few
defenders and fed a roller to Ludmer
who torched the net at 34:00.
“Emily MacNeil passed the ball
up the left side,” explained Fried. “I
moved up, crossed the ball to the
front post where Aly then headed the
ball into the back post.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Feel
the
Fall
From

Tax Deductible • Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model • Cars Trucks & Vans
*Some restrictions apply.

well coached and have very good
players. They were really hyped up
for it, perhaps too hyped and that was
probably one of their problems. But
our kids were up to the challenge. We
have some very skilled players, some
very young players, so we instill in
them to out-hustle teams and everything else will take car of itself. They
did well.”
Although the Raiders played a

SCARECROW

Hardy Mums, Pansies, Cabbage and
Kale. Choose from hundreds of colorful
varieties at cool savings just in time
for the Fall planting season!

SUPER BUYS! Variety of sizes.

BUY 2, GET A FREE DECORATION!

NEED A FACELIFT FOR FALL?

BENEFIT BASKETBALL GAME

Our knowledgeable experts can help bring your landscape to life
with bright colors and great values!

PRESENTED BY WESTFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

For Tickets or Information:
177 Cacciola Place • Westfield, NJ
Phone: 908-233-2772 (Office & Info Line)
e mail: wpdnj.org

WESTFIELD FIRE & POLICE DEPARTMENT
OUR FINEST & BRAVEST
VS.
W.N.C. BASKETBALL SENSATIONS
When: Saturday, September 20, 2003
Where: Thomas Alva Edison Middle School Gym
(THOMAS EDISON JR. HIGH)
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Time: 7:00 PM Sharp!
Cost: $5.00 In Advance $6.00 At The Door
$2.00 All Children Under 12

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Call for information: 908-322-5555
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events

Monday - Saturday 7am-5pm ❀ S u n d a y 9 a m - 5 p m

www.parkerplants.com

DEEGAN
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Repairs • Gutters
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SEIPLE, MCGUIRE, HAUCK TO LEAD UC

Ram Gridmen Deal Westfield
‘Disappointing’, 20-6, Defeat

Lady Soccer Vikings Hope
To Gel by Columbus Day

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fullback ran well and the kid (quarterback Drew Willy) completed a
couple when he had to do it. We got
to regroup.”
Knotted in a defensive struggle in
the first quarter, the first TD came
with 1:46 left in the first half when
Ram quarterback Willy hooked up
with D’Aconti, slanting from left to
right, for a 27-yard TD reception.
The extra-point attempt sailed wide
left.
The Blue Devils’ only TD came on
a six-play, 85-yard march, capped by

gave us everything that he had, but,
unfortunately, we need more guys to
give us the same effort.”
Just when momentum seemed to
have shifted, Randolph rumbled from
its own 40 to pay dirt on eight plays
to take a 13-6 lead with 5:46 remaining. McKinnie had respective bursts
of 12, 6, 8, 12 and 10 yards before
bashing five yards for the TD.
Late in the fourth quarter, the Rams
recovered a Westfield fumble on the
Blue Devil 33. On the fifth play, from
the 21-yard line, Willy hit D’Aconti

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO MAKE STATES AS A TEAM…The Raider Gymnastics team have
a goal of qualifying for the state tournament as a team. With a healthy squad,
they have a good chance.

MENDES, TUMOLO ADD STRENGTH

Raider Gymnasts Seek
To Make States as a Team
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A CRUNCHING GANG TACKLE…Ram fullback Scott McKinnie, No. 27, gets
gang tackled by a host of Blue Devils – Mike Finne (No. 67), Bryan Power (No.
15), Montel Glasco (No. 60), Marc Dowling (No. 33) and Richard Stewart (No.
42). Giuseppe Insigna (No. 73) made the initial contact.

Cocozziello’s 42-yard dash, featuring a crafty spinning move, with
2:56 remaining in the third quarter.
On second-and-10 from the 15-yard
line, Cocozziello completed to
Walsh, coming out of the backfield,
who then sped down the right side,
32-yards to the 47-yard line. After
Blackmon hauled in a nine-yard pass,
Cocozziello carried for two yards,
then on the next play elevated the
Blue Devils’ spirits with his TD run.
The extra-point attempt failed.
“It was an option play. He just
made a cutback,” described
Tranchina of Cocozziello’s TD. “He

in the left corner of the end zone with
1:17 on the clock to seal the upset.
Linebacker Brad Trzesniowski led
Westfield with 12 tackles, Mike Finne
followed with 11 and Co-Captain
Montel Glasco made eight while
Marc Dowling and Everett Donelson
each had seven tackles.
“We are a lot better than what we
showed today,” expressed Tranchina.
“I give a lot of credit to Randolph.
They dominated the game. I’m very
disappointed in what we put together
here today.”
Randolph
Westfield

0
0

6
0

0 14
6 0

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 03-18-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

RESOLUTION 03-09-149
CONTRACTOR: SALIENT ASSOCIATES; 45 North Dean Street; Englewood,
New Jersey 07631
NATURE OF SERVICE: Technical Advice and Consulting Services/Communications Tower.
DURATION: For a period ending no later
than August 31, 2004.
AMOUNT: $120.00/hour Lump Sum
Projects Not to Exceed $12,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and available for public inspection in the office of the
Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $19.38

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

20
6

An ordinance was indroduced by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood on
September 9, 2003. Copies of this ordinance can be obtained without cost in the
Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 280 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD REGARDING HANDICAPPED PARKING
VIOLATION FEES.
A public hearing on this ordinance will be
held on October 14, 2003, at 8:00 PM.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $20.91

Returning all your big guns is good
news for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
gymnastic team. Returning all your
big guns healthy, which is nearly the
case, is even better.
Last year, the Raiders were without the services of star performer
Kyla Mendes, who had shoulder surgery and was out for the entire season, and also had to compete most of
the season without injured standouts
Katie Zaleski and Jackie DeJohn.
This year, “It’s going to be a good
year,” claimed Raider Head Coach
Tracey Brown. “We have mostly everybody back. Kyla is back on every
event. Jackie Tumolo, who made
states last year, she’s back.”
Mendes and Tumolo, both seniors,
and juniors Kate Breuninger, Katie
Zaleski and Taylor Montagna will
perform the bulk of the events in
major meets.
“Jackie (DeJohn) is still injured. If
anything, she will do the beam,” said
Brown.
With Mendes back, “beam, we are
going to be strong again. That’s a big

Lady Vikings Spike
Blue Devil V’ballers
The Union Catholic High School
girls volleyball team opened its
season with a, 25-17, 25-19, 2025, 25-22, victory over Westfield
on September 12. Senior Viking
Jen Monroy notched 17 kills to
become the Vikings’ all-time leader
in kills.
Monroy eclipsed the previous
record of 596 set last year by
Linda Dolansky and brought her
total to 609. Teammates Katie
Seamon had nine kills, three aces
and 14 digs, Erin Roudebush had
seven kills and 12 digs and Louise
Gonzalez had 38 assists. Blue
Devils Jackie LeBlanc had 18 kills
and Sophie Hall had 31 assists and
seven aces.

plus,” said Brown.
Montagna is expected to be very
solid on uneven bars and Zaleski,
“I’m counting on her to be one of my
top all-arounders,” commented
Brown.
Sophomores Barrie and Tracy
Salmon, as they did last year, will
give added support and two freshmen, Laurel Devlin and Natalie
Cappocia will, “definitely be in the
lineup somewhere,” promised Brown.
“They are going to be pushing some
of the upperclassmen to fight for
their spots. They both will definitely
help us out on vault. Natalie will help
on bars.”
Looking ahead, “We are just concerned about ourselves right now.
When I started four years ago, all my
freshmen are still here with me in
their senior year. We are looking to
make this year our best year of the
four. It’s going to be their last year.
It’s my last year,” expressed Brown
who will be getting married in August and moving to Boston. “In the
back of our minds, we are hoping to
be contenders, to win counties and,
hopefully, make it to states as a team.
We have had individuals make it to
states, but we would really like to
make it as a team.”
The Raiders hosted North
Brunswick on September 16 and
emerged victorious, 101.525-67.35.

Devil Girls Get Seventh
In St. Dominic XC
The Westfield High School girls
cross-country team placed seventh
in the St. Dominic Cross-Country
Invitational on the 3.4-mile course at
Lincoln Park in Jersey City on September 13. The Blue Devils had a
total of 131 in the meet that was won
by West Windsor-Plainsboro South
(WWPS) with 60 points.
Blue Devil senior Deenie Quinn
crossed fourth with a time of 21:28.52
and teammate Annie Onishi crossed
10th with a time of 21:59.27. Lisa
Miller of WWPS crossed first with a
time of 20:37.81.

Year in and year out, the Union
Catholic High School girls soccer
team has been either champions or
stiff competitors for the Union
County (UC) title and parochial sectional title. Both events occur late in
the season, so the Vikings have set
their goal to gel by Columbus Day
weekend.
Last year the 17-4-1 Vikings were
stunned by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
early in the UC tournament and defeated in the NJSIAA North Parochial A title game by Oak Knoll, 3-2.
This year, the Vikings have a wealth
of returning starters and some underclassmen who should be a fine asset.
Senior Tri-Captains, Pam Seiple,
Gwen McGuire and Nicole Hauck
hope to mold the Vikings into a
smooth machine by tournament time.
“We have a lot of returning starters, so that should really help us out

give us some help,” said Viking Head
Coach Jim Revel, who added, “We
have a couple of backups in the outside midfield positions, who will give
them a run. We have a couple of
freshmen who may play up front.”
Hauck will play sweeper, junior
Beth Bodek is expected to play outside right back with junior Ashley
Styranek on the left and Geislinger
will be the stopper.
McGuire and senior Erica Ortiz
may share goalkeeping duties.
“They shared time last year. We
will see. If somebody beats somebody out, if not, then they will alternate again,” explained Revel. “Ortiz
has field experience, so if it turns out
that McGuire is the keeper, we can
always use Erica on the field.”
As to where his team looks stronger, Revel said, “I think we have
more experience offensively because,
of the four defenders, two graduated.
We have one of our forwards back,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO GUIDE THE VIKINGS…Seniors Pam Seiple, left, Gwen McGuire,
center, and Nicole Hauck have been selected as the Viking girls soccer TriCaptains. The lady Vikings hope to get rolling in full gear by Columbus Day.

with the big games because we have
all that experience,” said Hauck.
“We have two new freshmen. Jen
Seniczyn will be helping up on top as
a forward. She is going to be one of
our key players up front because we
lost a senior last year. We have new
stopper, Meaghan Geislinger,” added
Seiple.
Junior Amanda Pitts and Seniczyn
are expected to be the forwards.
Seiple and sophomore Laura
Kaminski will play center midfield,
junior Danielle Chapla will play outside right midfielder and junior Ally
Whittle will be on the left.
Traditionally, the Vikings have
been a strong offensive team. “Pitts
is back and she has been the second
gun to Rebecca Babicz, so we expect
that she will step up. Kaminski had
her moments and Seniczyn should

both of our center mids back and
both of our outside mids back.”
Looking ahead, Revel said, “If the
new girls get themselves situated
and become part of the system then I
think we can be as competitive as we
have ever been. The beginning of the
season could be a little bit shaky, but
we are not worried about September,
we are more interested in October.”
This year, Ridge, Governor
Livingston and Oak Knoll promise
to be stiff competition. “We have a
pretty competitive schedule, so we
will see what happens. We have GL
the first week of the season, so if that
doesn’t work out, that’s okay. Along
as we are ready by Columbus Day
weekend, that’s what we are shooting for.”
The Vikings hosted Governor
Livingston on September 16.
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DANI FINKEL NAMED TEAM CAPTAIN

Outlook Looks Promising
For Raider Tennis Girls
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POWERED FORWARD…Raider Kelly Rigano, center, fires upfield under the
watchful eye of teammate Allie Hamilton, rear, while being challenged by
Westfield’s Gio Palatucci, No.8.

Aside from finishing with a decent
11-7 record, all 14 girls on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School tennis
team gained plenty of varsity experience last year. Even the bottom seven
girls played at least five varsity
matches and, with only one starting
varsity girl – first singles player Elizabeth Pilkington – having graduated,
the Raiders’ outlook appears promising this season.
As of September 5, “The weather
hasn’t helped us make these decisions yet, so we are still playing

played second singles, and sophomore Shannon Gomes, who played
third singles. Returning starting
doubles players are juniors Karina
Gotliboym and Joanna Rosenberg,
who played first singles, and senior
team captain Dani Finkel and junior
Octavia Gomes, who partnered at
second doubles.
“Vying for the singles positions
right now are (sophomores) Carlie
Heinz and Liza Katz, Cara Hurley
and Shannon Gomes,” mentioned
Allen who added, “Carlie and Liza
came up from JV last year. They
worked very hard over the summer

Fred Leconte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAULING IN ANOTHER RECEPTION…Raider wide out Mike Walker
snagged three passes for 45 yards against the Red Raiders.

Raider Grid Boys Trample
Red Raiders, 23-0, in Opener

Lady Soccer Raiders Surprise
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Raiders took the game to Blue
Devil territory throughout and were
rewarded at 19:35 in the second half
when Wells moved from the right
and passed to Bronokowski who fired
a shot in from six yards out.
“Coach told me to go front post,”
said Wells. “I thought if I crossed the
ball over to far post, in the end there
would be more chance to score on a
header or lob it in.” Bronokowski
added, “I saw the ball coming my
way, got control and kicked it in. It
really was a great feeling.”
The showdown came at 20:32 when
Raider Hamilton struck gold on a
free kick from 30 yards that bounced
over the head of the Blue Devil
keeper.
“They deserved to win. They
outplayed us and they went to the
ball harder,” said Westfield Head
Coach Peter Giardano. “We’ve been
preaching that hard, but they have to
do it out on the field. If they don’t,

ERRATUM:
In the pre-season Westfield
High School (WHS) boys soccer
article in the September 11 issue
of The Westfield Leader and The
Times, former WHS Athletic Director/Coach Gary Kehler’s career victories had been listed at
731, but in reality is 739.
In the November 20, 2000
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
booklet, Kehler was listed as having a 171-26-7 record in football,
a 231-48-13 record in wrestling
and a 329-44-6 record in golf,
which does total to 731. However, according to Bruce Johnson,
Westfield’s Sports Historian,
Kehler’s wrestling record was actually, 239-45-10, which gives
Kehler 739 career victories.
Johnson, who wrote the book
“100 Years of Westfield High
School Football,” is presently
working on a book of all Westfield
High School sports.

this is going to happen. Keeper Tara
Donohue made three, four great
saves, but it’s all about experience.
They panicked a little, but they didn’t
give up and worked hard towards the
end. I was impressed with some of
the players.”
Senior Co-captain forward/halfback Laura Shelman added, “We are
still trying to work things out because we lost a lot of players from
last year. We need to pass a little bit
better because we kind of played
kick and run. Our girls really fought
to the last minute and we never gave
up.”
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

1
0

0
2

1
2
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

County High School
Football Results:
Union 27, Plainfield 0
Joey Cannon rushed for 119 yards,
scored a touchdown (TD) and had
seven receptions for 87 yards for the
Farmers and quarterback Ryan
Holmes passed for 143 yards. Fullback Miguel Foster had two, threeyard TD runs.
Plainfield
Union

0
6

0 0
14 7

0
0

0
27

Cranford 14, Shabazz 6
Quarterback Chris Drechsel passed
for 139 yards, Lester Manuyag had a
13-yard TD run and Jamar Ingram
had a two-yard TD run for the Cougars.
Cranford
Shabazz

7
0

0
0

7
6

0
0

14
6

Irvington 14, Linden 7
James Evans had an 82-yard TD
run for Irvington.
Linden
Irvington

0
0

0
0

0
7

7
7

7
14

Elizabeth 32, Hillsborough 16
Woody Adjuste rushed for 214
yards and a TD and Josh Pryor tossed
two TD passes.
Elizabeth
Hillsborough

Anne Weber

13
7

6
3

0 13
6 0

32
16

Raider Girls Tennis Captain Dana Finkel

challenge matches,” said Sue Allen,
who has amassed well over 300 victories as the Raiders’ Head Coach.
Returning starting singles veterans are junior Cara Hurley, who

Local High School
Girls Tennis Results:
SEPTEMBER 10:
WESTFIELD 5, MORRIS CATHOLIC 0
First singles: Danielle Coleman d. Jacqui
French, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Nikki Reich d. Alex
Cantelmo, 6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Lisa Aliche d. Amanda
Carpone, 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Katherine Kielar and
Michelle Morawski d. Georgia Reilly and
Diane Tarus, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Lauren Steller and Lane
Maloney d. Joy Mantilla and Lauren
Walicky, 6-1, 6-0
SEPTEMBER 15:
GOVERNOR
LIVINGSTON
3.5,
PLAINFIELD 1.5
First singles: Monica Young (P) d. Katie
Tierney, 6-2, 6-2
Second singles: Sabrina Govindarijan
(GL) d. Jordan Lyndsay, 6-1, 6-1
Third singles: Michelle Rosenthal (GL)
drew with Adriana Jones, 6-1, 1-6
First doubles: Katie Freda and Jeff Baroff
(GL) d. Marsha Pendergas and Evana
Henry, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Jen Bemston and
Lauren Portnoi (GL) d. Aisha Higgins
and Arianna States, 6-0, 6-0

Anne Weber has been honored as the Listing
Agent for the month of August, 2003 with 8
units and a dollar volume of over $4 million.
As a consistent Top Producer, Anne
appreciates the value and emotional
attachment a family feels for their home. Her
generous personality and dedication to high
ideals and principles ensures that she will
provide you with effective, sensitive, and
knowledgeable service that you deserve. Anne
is a member of th Garden State Multiple
Listing and the Middlesex Listing Services.
She achieved NJAR Circle of Excellence 19992002. Supported by Burgdorff’s #1 Office,
Anne has all the technology, staff and
advertising strength necessary to serve all
your real estate needs.

Listing Agent for
August, 2003

Joyce Taylor

Joyce Taylor has been honored as Sales Agent
for August, 2003 with 6 units. She has been
a licensed realtor in Westfield since 1975 and
a member of the NJAR Sales Club since 1977.
She is also a part of the Burgdorff Realtors
President’s Elite Club and Leaders Circle. Her
family-oriented and straight foward approach
has earned her many loyal and repeat
customers. Some comments from past clients:
“She is a credit to her profession; you are very
fortunate to have her representing your
office”. “My family and I are very grateful for
her concern in making the transition from my
home of 50 years in Westfield”. “Joyce was
the perfect conbination of everything I needed
(friendly, thoughtful, professional and
helpful) through each step of the process”.

and they are tremendously improved.
Another girl, who filled in a lot at
singles last year, is sophomore
Courtney Burke. She had a lot of
varsity match experience last year.
First doubles, probably will be Joanna
Rosenberg and Karina Gotliboym or
team captain Dani Finkel and Octavia
Gomes.”
Last year, Gotliboym and
Rosenberg placed fifth in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and won
their first match in the state tournament against Holy Spirit.
Finkel and Gomes reached the UCT
semis last year before being stopped,
6-4, 6-4, by Westfield’s Emily Sharpe
and Lauren Stellar, who won the
UCT title at second doubles.
The Raiders are scheduled to host
rival Westfield today at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood at 4 p.m.

gelling as a team although it took a
little, but we were plugging the holes
and getting every assignment done.
Our defense is maintaining its aggressiveness and technique, but offensively, we’re also getting the job
done by pushing the ball.”
Junior guard Marc Fabiano, who
had seven tackles, hauled in an interception at the Raider 24 to prevent a
possible East Side score. Senior Rob
Moroney made eight tackles while
Charlie Bachi made seven. Defensive tackle Tim Karis recovered a
fumble in the first quarter.
“Up front I think we’re pretty
tough,” said Ciccotelli. “Fabiano is a
force as he showed all game. All
those guys, Karis, Ryan Weber, Ted
Acosta and LeRoy Anglin did a nice
job, because we had to contain them.

GL Grid Men Blast
Roselle Park, 24-0
The Governor Livingston High
School football team blasted Roselle
Park, 24-0, in Berkeley Heights on
September 13.Senior quarterback,
Brian Beal, and junior back, Andrew
Egan, did the damage on the ground
with a touchdown (TD) apiece.
Beal, who rushed for 47 yards,
scored first on an 11-yard bash and
Egan, who had 55 yards rushing,
ended the scoring with an 11-yard
gallop. Nick Sangiovanni returned a
fumble 70-yards for a TD and Justin
Polce returned a blocked punt 25
yards for a TD.
Roselle Park
Gov. Livingston

0
6

0
6

0 0
0 12

0
24

They’re doing a good job at East
Side. They have some people who
can play.”
After a scoreless first period, the
Raiders capped an eight-play, 52yard drive with a two-yard TD run by
Lockery just 38 seconds into the
second quarter. Baumwell hit the
extra point. The Raiders got their
second touchdown on a 68-yard burst
by Lockery less than three minutes
later to up the score to 13-0.
“I was just following my fullback
and tight end. That’s what coach told
me to do,” explained Lockery.
With less than two minutes remaining in the half, the Raiders added
its final TD with Lockery’s 48-yard
gallop.
“Coach just kept telling me to
lower my shoulders and drive through
the hole,” explained Lockery. “Boff,
Karis and Weber did their best. As a
matter of fact, the whole line did
their best. They were hitting the holes
and blocking as they should be and
that’s opening holes for me. I kept
my legs going just as coach asked me
to and that’s how we scored.”
East Side
Sc. Pl-Fanwood

0 0 0
0 20 3

0
0

SP-F Boosters Set
‘Tailgate’ Party
The Scotch Plains Booster Club
will have hamburgers and hot dogs
at their tailgate party prior to this
weekend’s game against M.X.
Shabazz. The party starts at 11
a.m. at the field.

“Four Generations in Westfield . . .”

Taylor & Love, Inc. Realtors
436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 654-6666 • (800) 222-0507
http://arsdata.com/c21tl

Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc. asks that you
join in support of “60 for 60.”
The walk/run fund-raising event is being sponsored by CLUB ‘43 on Saturday, September
20 at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Rain date has been scheduled for the following day.
Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc. announces its recent affiliation and expresses support of
Loretta Wilson, Broker Associate in its Westfield real estate office. In addition to many
other comunity service contributions by her over the years, Loretta participates in Club
‘43 as a Vice President. The 20-year old club, primarily community service-oriented, is
composed of Westfield women, born in 1943. The have elected to celebrate their 60th
birthdays this year by actively seeking pledges and contributions to the North Jersey
Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Foundation for Breast Cancer Research.
The event is open to all, men, women and childeren, to join in the walk/run, or hoot their
support for the cause. All donations will be appreciated. Anyone interested in participating
in “60 for 60” should begin gathering around the bandstand at 9:30 AM.
Further inquiries may be directed to Loretta Wilson at Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc., 908654-6666 or Tina Lesher, President of CLUB ‘43, at 908-233-9147.

Come out, have fun and support the “RENEWED Generation!”

Sales Agent for
August 2003

All of our professional agents strongly recommend the Multiple Listing Service as the best way to sucessfully market a home . . .
If you are planning to sell your home, insist that your agent submit to the Multiple Listing Service . . . IMMEDIATELY!

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVE., W. • (908) 233-0065
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Judy Bell, Maureen Bugel, Tamatha Hamill-Costello, Diane Cassitta, Barbara Cohen, Frances Comstock, Janet DeFiore,
Barbara Doherty, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Brian Kastner, Jennifer Love, Roger Love, William Moffitt,
Glenn Mortimer, Herbert Otto, Karen Roman, Janet Sonntag, Lauren Stravach, Diana Taylor, Miriam Tedesco
Loretta Wilson and Kristine Zimmerman

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Creative Industries Captures
State 60+ Softball Crown
The annual softball championships
sponsored by the New Jersey Senior
Softball Association was held in Old
Bridge on the weekend of September
6-7. The top teams, brought together
from the various county-leagues
throughout the state, were invited, to
contend for the state title as being the
“best-in-the-state.”
In the 60+ Division, 13 teams competed. When the competition concluded, Creative Industries, the Union
County league champion, was

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

USING FANCY FOOTWORK…Blue Devil Brady Lau, No. 11, uses some fancy
footwork to control the ball against the Raiders.

Raiders’ ‘Chemistry’ Works,
Top Devil Soccer Boys, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

doing things off the field together
and it shows on the field how we can
stay together under pressure with
fans down our throat and how our
guys stay together in the back. The
chemistry is one of the best that
Scotch Plains has ever had.”
Senior center back Mike Hessemer
managed to thwart several Blue
Devil attacks by joining a teammate
to perform pinching maneuvers and
freshman goalie Brian Meredith
made several cerebral saves.
“Hessemer played unbelievably
today. He was all over the field
taking the ball away from them every time. Meredith is playing unbelievably too. It’s his second shutout
of the season,” expressed McNelis.
The Raiders also appeared quite
relaxed on the field. “We are not a
panicky team. We don’t just like to
bang balls. We like to move the balls
around. With each practice that gets
our confidence up, so if we look
relaxed, we are relaxed,” said
Breznitsky.
The Blue Devils had some of their
chemistry missing with the temporary loss of senior striker Lee
Tomasso who dislocated his shoul-

der and will be out another week.
Senior sweeper Brendan Egan
headed away several Raider shots,
including a wicked shot from
Breznitsky late in the first half.
“You obviously saw today where
we definitely missed him a lot,” said
Egan of Tomasso. “He gives us a lot
of control up front. He helps us keep
a lot more possession during the
game. We missed that today. It was
kind of like a run and gun for us, but
you got to give the credit to Scotch
Plains. Hopefully, next game, Lee
will be healthy and we will give
them a better game.”
Late in the second half, Egan
moved up from his sweeper position
to put added pressure on the Raiders’ goal and it did work. Twice the
Blue Devils hit the crossbar – one
by senior Jeff Nusse and another by
Billy Schoenbach – and once, Raider
fullback Ricardo Arocha barely deflected a shot near the right post.
Pirot finished with nine saves and
Meredith finished with seven.
Westfield took nine shots on goal as
did the Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield

2
0

0
0

2
0

Retirement Dinner Held
For WHS Coach Horne
A retirement dinner was recently
held for Neil Horne, coach of the
Westfield High School varsity basketball program in the early and
mid-1970s, at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on June 27. Over 200
former players, associates and
friends attended the event.
Several speakers commented on the
success coach Horne enjoyed, not
only at Westfield, but also at Ridge,
Somerville and Union Catholic. He is
best remembered in Westfield for
guiding the 1971-72 team to the State
Group 4 championship.

crowned as the State-Champion.
Creative Industries was victorious in all five of its games. The
results were:
Creative 16, Stewarts (Ocean
County) 1
Creative 13, Amigos (Morris
County) 2
Creative 6, Cash-for-College
(Ocean County) 5
Creative 7, Cash-for-College
(Ocean County) 3
Creative 7, Buccaneers (Ocean
County) 3
The steady defense of the Creative
team and the stingy pitching of Dom
Deo, contributed to a meager total of
14 runs scored against the champs, in
the five games. Dick DiMuro led the
offense with a sizzling .846 during
the tournament. Other productive
hitters were Charles Lehman (.583),
Ray Cozzarelli (.571), George Merlo
(.545) and Jim Steiner (.545).

MAKING THE TACKLE…Westfield PAL “A” team member Charlie Read
tackles his Irvington opponent as Joe Vall-Llobera, No. 51, closes in.

Westfield PAL ‘A’ Crushes
Irvington Footballers, 34-6

ERRATUM:

The Westfield PAL Football A team
defeated Irvington, 34-6, on September 14 at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains. Head Coach Owen
Brand’s Westfield squad, champion’s
of the B league as seventh graders
last season, seek to repeat their success in the A league this year.
Westfield’s defense made a statement on the second play, forcing a
fumble that was recovered by linebacker Antonio Santonastaso at
midfield. Westfield QB, Kevin
Neylan, led the offense down the
field on runs by Ryan Brand, Eddie
Simmons, Mike Phillips and Matt
Shaffer. Neylan scored on a fouryard bootleg, then completed to
Michael Fitzpatrick for the PAT and
a, 7-0, lead.
Westfield’s offensive linemen John
Dugan, Joe Vall-llobera, Josh
Gribben, Ryan Scanlon, Alex Falk,
John DiIorio and tight end John Wilt
dominated the line of scrimmage
throughout the game.
Westfield scored twice in the second quarter to take a 20-0 lead. The
first TD drive went 71 yards, highlighted by Neylan’s 37-yard bootleg and Phillips’ 10-yard TD run.
Next, Phillips’ 10-yard TD run
ended a 47-yard drive. Brand ran in
the PAT.

In the September 11 issue of The
Westfield Leader and The Times,
the picture of the New York City
Super Boats International Offshore
Grand Prix on page 16 was taken by
Jim O’Connor of NJ Sport Pic, LLC.

HONORED AT HIS RETIREMENT…The 1977 Westfield High School (WHS)
basketball team, the last WHS boys basketball team to win the Watchung
Conference, honored Coach Neil Horne at his retirement dinner. Pictured, left
to right, are: Coach Horne, Kevin “Spud” Monroe, Dan Hartnett, Wayne
Bullock, Bill Kane and Russell “Boo” Bowers.

Hard To Find In Westfield!
Gracious Split Level
Located on a quiet cul-de-sac in Mountainside, this 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath home is meticulously
maintained and decorated! Spacious, light-filled rooms, newer windows & skylights! Updated
kitchen, baths and deck! Master suite with private bath, double closets & walk-in closet! French door
leads to large deck, brick paito and extensive backyard! $585,000. Susan Finn (908) 522-3878

SUMMIT OFFICE
401 Springfield Ave. • Summit, NJ 07901
908-273-8000

For all your mortgage needs
Call ERA Mortgage at 888-407-6714

Time for a transition? If you have been thinking of trading in a larger home
for the convenience of a townhouse ideally located in Cowperthwaite Square
then now might be the best time. Leave the worry of lawn care and maintenance behind and join this special community within a short walk of your
favorite downtown shops. WSF2524 Offered for $449,000.

Dennis Devine
Sales Associate

Cell Phone: (908) 447-8966
devinerealestate@yahoo.com

www.burgdorff.com

ROOTS BUILDING

16 offices Throughout New Jersey

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2002
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Evan Shapiro took over at QB in
the second half, taking the team on
two scoring drives. Backs Phillips,
Vall-llobera, Stanley and Neylan
joined Phillips, Simmons and Shaffer
in a 65-yard drive ending in Simmons’
seven-yard TD run and Stanley’s PAT
run. In the fourth quarter, Vall-llobera
ran in a 10-yard TD. Shapiro completed the PAT pass to Harry
Bernstein.
Defensive linemen Dugan, Vallllobera, Wansaw and Scanlon consistently swarmed to the ball with
gang tackles. Linebackers Austin
Rolnick, Ricky Ruhl, Patrick Stanley,
Santonastaso, Brand and Neylan and
backs Charlie Read, Danny Selert,
Mike Wikander and Dan Ramalho
made big hits. In the second quarter,
Dugan forced and recovered a fumble
at the Irvington 47 leading to a
Westfield score. Irvington’s only
score was a 65-yard TD pass in the
fourth quarter.

SPF Blue Thunder Zaps
Soccer Phantoms, 2-1
Coming off a strong second place
performance in the Randolph Labor
Day Tournament, the Scotch PlainsFanwood U13 Blue Thunder soccer
team eclipsed the Flemington Phantoms, 2-1, with a tenacious defensive
effort. Led by goalkeeper Andrew
Smith and goals by Chris McManus
and Danny Gore, the Thunder began
this fall campaign with crisp passing
and a cohesive team effort.
Falling behind early on a direct
kick, the Thunder responded with
two unanswered goals including an
aggressive second half loose ball
goal by Gore that proved to be the
game winner. Goalkeeper Smith
continually thwarted all Phantom
offensive efforts with 12 saves while
fullback Mark Koransky and
sweeper Colin Grim anchored the
defensive effort.
The Blue Thunder will host
Woodbridge on September 21.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 03-16-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD LAND USE ORDINANCE REGARDING SIGNS
POSTED ON UTILITY POLES
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on September 9, 2003.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $17.34

A nother Fine Home From

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com
www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

319 Cook Avenue, Scotch Plains New Jersey
Step back in time to this Tudor Colonial home. Old world charm blends beautifully
with the upgrades of a brand new home. This warm and charming home invites you in
to a living room with fireplace, dining room, brand new and spacious kitchen. Two and
one half baths, deck, patio, two car garage, within a short walk to NYC Bus, town and
schools. All of this and so much more. Presented for $409,000.

Patricia Plante, Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence: ‘96, ‘98-2003
Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162

Westfield . . . Newly listed, impeccable, very spacious home. 4/5 BR, 10 RMS, 3½ BTH. Sunny Beauty
Kraft kitchen w/center isle, wood floors, custom Pella windows, subzero and adjoining great room w/
skylights and access to deck, wooded private lot and fish pond w/waterfall. Elegant LR & FR w/frplcs,
DR w/bay window, large MBR suite (26’x18’) w/2 wlk-in closets and full bath, office, RR, walk-up attic
and much more. Quiet location. $929,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST • (908) 233-0065
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:
DIVISION I – (50+):
Regular season champions –
Comcast Cablevision (18-3)
Playoff champions – Comcast
Cablevision
Final playoff game results:
Comcast Cablevision 27, Irish Pub
13
Both teams displayed the hitting
skills that brought them to the finals.
Comcast finished with 26 hits, including 10 homeruns. Tom Straniero
(4 hits, 2 HRs, 9 RBI), Angelo Corbo
(3 HRs, 7 RBI), Steve Pietrucha (2
HRs), Steve Ferro (4 hits, HR), Bill
Mirto (3 hits, a HR), John
McLaughlin (3 hits), Frank Bender
(4 walks, 4 runs scored) and Frank
Pepe (HR) led Comcast. Harry Streep
smashed a grand-slam HR for the
Pub. Carmen Coppola and Mike
O’Brien also homered.
DIVISION II – (50+):
Regular season champions – Northwestern Mutual (12-9)
Playoff champions – Union Center
National Bank
Final playoff-game results: UCNB

RAISING FUNDS FOR CYSTIC FIBROSIS…Pictured, left to right, Craig
Nowlin of Scotch Plains, Dick Sauerwein of Linden and Frank and Evan Smith
of Westfield helped raise funds to fight cystic fibrosis at a golf outing on August
15 at Ballyowen Golf Club in Hardyston.

Westfield PAL ‘B’ Pummels
Irvington Footballers, 42-0
Westfield’s seventh grade PAL “B”
football team trounced the Irvington
Raiders, 42-0, in the season opener
on September 14.
Irvington’s opening drive was cut
short when Blue Devil Brandon Rolnick
forced them to turn the ball over on
downs, and then began a Wesfield drive
with a 20-yard run. David Babetski
continued the action but the drive stalled
on the 12-yard line.
Showing strong defense, Jordon
Johnson and Jihaad Billups dragged
the Raider runner behind the goal for
a two-point safety. Westfield answered
on the next play, as Babetski returned
the kickoff 55 yards for a touchdown
(TD). On the extra point attempt,
Mike Carpetto tossed to Craig Dyer,
who successfully completed in the
end zone.
Westfield’s defense continued and
crushed Irvington’s attempts to move
the ball downfield. Johnson and Spencer Cassidy relentlessly pushed
Irvington back until Westfield took
over at the Raider 10. Offensive linemen Joe Kania, Chris Jacob and Eric

Moran opened a wide hole, which
allowed Chris Rhodes to skip across
the goal line and also carry for the
extra point with a lightening fast dash.
In the second half, Tony DIiorio,
Ricardo Johnson and Brett DeFazio
scored TDs. Cassidy, James Diddell
and the entire defense had a tremendous day, completely shutting down
the Irvington offense.
Head Coach Fred DeFazio commented, “They played like we practiced and that makes me proud.”

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results
A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association of
Scotch Plains announced the results of the “9 Hole 100% Handicap Stroke Play” tournament held
September 9.
FLIGHT A:
Low gross: Margaret Hickey and
Drina Erhard 46
Low net: Joanne Voci 31
Second: Hickey 32
Third: Eve Kennelly and Erhard 33
FLIGHT B:
Low gross: Marg Ruff 47
Low net: Ruff 28
Second: Pat Herring and Jane
Lausten 32
FLIGHT C:
Low gross: Nettie Maguire and
Mary Hughes 54
Low net: Maguire and Francie Gibbons 29
Third: Hughes 31
Low putts: Ruff
Chip in: hole 6 – Marge Grimmer,
hole 7 – Marion Branditz, hole 8 –
Erhard
Birdies: Grimmer – hole 6, Eve
Kennelly – hole 7, Erhard – hole 8

Soccer Raiders Shutout
Red Devil Boys, 2-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team opened its
season with a 2-0 win over host Ridge
on September 30. Ed Zazzali, assisted by Sean McNelis, scored in
the first half. McNelis, assisted by
Ryan Breznitsky, netted a goal in the
second half. Freshman goalie Brian
Meredith had six saves.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood
Ridge

1
0

1
0

2
0

15, The Office 12
The Bankers scored six runs in the
first-inning. The Office tied the game
and held The Bank scoreless until the
final inning when UCNB exploded
for nine runs to go ahead, 15-6.
In the bottom of the seventh, The
Office rallied with two outs, but could
only produce six more runs. Bill
Koegel (4 hits, 13-for-13 throughout
playoffs), Jim D’Arcy (3 hits, double,
triple), Steve Lemanowicz (3 hits, 2
doubles) and Dan D’Arcy (2 hits,
HR) led the Bank. Defensively, Tom
Connolly, Joe Mitarotonda and
Lemanowicz sparkled and were involved in the team’s three double
plays.
SUPER-SENIORS (60+):
Regular season champions – Creative Industries (19-1)
Playoff champions – Creative Industries
Final playoff-game results: Creative Industries 14, L.A. Law 10
Creative was cruising along, with
a 14-2 lead, when The Law erupted
in the final inning. The Law sent 14
batters to the plate, scored eight runs
and had the bases loaded with two
outs. A comeback-grounder to the
pitcher ended the exciting rally. Ray
Cozzarelli, Rich Vitaliano, Dick
DiMuro, Jim Steiner, Demo Cervelli
and Art Kopacz had multiple hits for
Creative.

PASSING THE GAVEL…Last year’s Westfield Booster President Tom Madaras,
left, passes the gavel to incoming President Leo Kane.

Westfield Boosters Have 2003-2004
Fundraising Kickoff Meeting
The Westfield Boosters recently
had its 2003-2004, kickoff meeting
focusing primarily on fundraising
efforts to support Westfield High
School student athletes. Much of the
meeting was taken up with setting up
committee assignments.
The Boosters look forward to an
exciting athletic season for all of the
teams and want them to learn the
benefits of teamwork and how a very

important part of the experience is
sportsmanship. The Boosters also
wish them health and strength on all
of their games.
The Boosters are also looking forward to having the Kehler Stadium
construction completed so that they
can honor Booster member Vic
Trzesniowski for his valuable contributions to Westfield athletics over
the many years of his involvement.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Proudly Presents

735 H ANFORD P LACE , W ESTFIELD

POSTERS

12

MAKING A GANG TACKLE…The Westfield PAL “D” defense swarms all
over an Irvington running back to make a crushing gang tackle..

The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at (908)
232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dcorbin@goleader.com.

New Jersey
Properties

Welcome home to this charming older Colonial with 3 bedrooms and 1 1/2
baths. Newer Eat-In Country Kitchen, corian counters, formal dining room,
fireplace in living room, family room and brand new bath complete the
picture. Family neighborhood, walk to schools and transportation. For
additional information, contact Sonia today.

OFFERED

AT :

$469,900

SONIA KASSINGER

Realtor Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2039

e mail: skassinger@coldwellbanker.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE

•

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

•

908-233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Fanwood
New Listing! Built in 1890, this gracious Colonial in "pristine"
condition features ten rooms including a formal living room (30x14),
formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, five bedrooms and two and onehalf baths. There is a first floor library as well as a finished basement
family room. Enjoy the high ceilings and hardwood floors, as well as
many newer amenities. Fabulous back deck overlooks private
beautifully maintained property. Close to town and NYC
transportation. Offered at $599,000.

Thinking
or selling...
selling...
Thinking of
of buying
buying or
call
complimentary
call Prudential
Prudential today
today for
for aa complimentary
market
your home
home
market analysis
analysis of
of your
REALTOR ®

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE

www.PruNewJersey.com

Westfield Office - 215 North Avenue West - Telephone 908/232-5664
Westfield
Office
North
AvenueOwned
West
Telephone
908/232-5664
Offices
Serving Northern
and Central
New Jersey
& Operated Member
of The Prudential
Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
- An Independently
- 215
®
REALTOR®
REALTOR

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE

www.PruNewJersey.com

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey - An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Westfield

$949,900

Gracious 4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath Center Hall Colonial set on sweeping lawn ideally located
within walking distance to Tamaques Park. Featuring an Entrance Vestibule; Living Room
w/frplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen; Family Room; Library; Sun Room; and a
Master Suite with full bath. WSFxxxx.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2002
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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Former Congressman to
Discuss Status of TEA 21
WESTFIELD – At the next meeting of the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition on Monday, September 22 at
8:15 a.m. in the council chambers
of the Westfield Municipal Building, former Congressman Robert
Roe will discuss the status of the
pending renewal of Transportation
Equity Act (TEA) 21 and the State
Transportation Trust Fund.
Members of the public, municipal, county and state officials, and
transportation professionals are encouraged to attend the meeting to
hear Congressman Roe’s assessment of the pending renewal of
TEA 21, and how many of the proposed changes may affect New
Jersey’s ability to maintain and
expand its transportation network
to meet growing travel needs of
persons and businesses.
Congressman Roe will provide

his insights as the deadline approaches for TEA 21 to expire regarding what Congress may do to
either create new legislation or to
extend current funding for another
year. He will discuss the possible
ramifications to the state transit
system and will highlight some of
the proposed changes to federal
funding programs.
He will also address how these
changes may have serious short
and long-term consequences on
New Jersey’s ability to maintain,
improve and construct new transportation infrastructure. A short
question-and-answer session will
follow.
For directions or more information call the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition at (908) 231-7000, extension no. 7239, or by e-mail at
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

‘We Will Never Forget’
Blood Drive Scheduled

KIDS KINGDOM…Scotch Plains residents Caroline Culp and brother Christian hold baby chicks at the petting zoo at the Kids Kingdom in the Watchung
Reservation while their dad looks on. The day featured balloon rides, races,
apple bobbing, hayrides and the members of the Jestmasters Academy in the
Loop playground.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2002
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002
Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com
www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, Sept. 21, 1-4 PM

ELIZABETH – Union County’s
law enforcement agencies will sponsor a blood drive on Monday, September 22, in honor of the 9/11,
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich announced.
The “We Will Never Forget” blood
drive will be held at the Union
County Administration Building in
Elizabeth from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
“This is a way to remember those
who made the ultimate sacrifice on
September 11th two years ago,”
Sheriff Froehlich said. “By donating blood, we can all remember
those we lost then, and help those in
need now.”
Freeholder Chester Holmes
added, “I urge everyone who can
give blood to do so. There is a severe
blood shortage in the area. Just one
pint of blood can help save three
lives.”
Participating agencies include the
Union County Sheriff’s Office, the
Prosecutor’s Office, the Union
County Police and the Department
of Public Safety.
“We’re hoping for a good turnout

from the law enforcement community and the public at-large,” said
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow.
Each donor will receive a Donor
Card with blood type and Rh factor,
as well as a cholesterol screening.
For more information, please call
Fran Santora at (908) 527-4496.

Peer Support Program
Offered For Youngsters
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
for Women and Families (CWF) in
Scotch Plains will offer a program
entitled Children Helping Children,
which are peer support groups for
children whose families are undergoing divorce/separation or remarriage, will be held for six consecutive weeks on Mondays and Tuesdays starting September 22. The cost
is $70 for members and $85 for nonmembers.
To register, or for more detailed
information on the program, please
call (908) 322-6007 or visit
www.centerforwomenandfamilies.org.

530 Alden Avenue, Westfield

S

Westfield . . .Classic center hall Colonial in “The Gardens”. 5 BRs, 3 full
and 2 half Baths. New custom Kitchen w/granite counters, hand-crafted
cabinets, subzero, 6 burner Viking Stove, oven & hood. Grand size LR
w/FP & French doors to brick patio w/ electric awning. 3rd fl. teen/au
pair suite, spacious RR, CAC, 4 zn HWBB & Steam Heat, 2 CG &
fenced rear yard. WSF2357 $850,000

O

L

D

!!

Desireable Fairway Section. Entry hall w/ beautiful, new rosewood floors
which leads into the gourmet, cherry kitchen w/ granite tops & all new
appliances. Sunken LivRm w/ gas FP. 3rd bedroom w/ full bath &
kitchenette- great guest or in-law suite. Luxurious FamRm in FinBsmnt.
Walk-up attic. New: CAC, windows. WSF2694 Offered at $415,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, Sept. 21, 1-4 PM
884 Winyah Avenue, Westfield

EXCELLENT ADVENTURE…Boy Scout Troop No. 78 of the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield spent a week this summer at Sabattis High
Adventure Camp in the Adirondacks. The senior scouts trekked for three days
through the highest mountains in New York State, while the younger scouts
learned outdoor skills, first aid, shotgun shooting and sailing. Troop No. 78 won
the week’s Water Carnival competition against the other seven troops in camp,
and also won the Clean Camp Award and the Campsite Improvement Award. For
information on joining Troop No. 78, please call Mark Rhodes at (212) 816-5822.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
Create a Page! (ages 6-any): This
kids introductory class will focus on
Halloween/Fall Harvest themes. Organize your pictures (bring 10-20 of
your own photos relating to this theme
or summer 2003 pictures if possible)
and create a page for your album.
Held on Saturday, October 4 from 10
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Scotch Hills.
The fee is $20 per person. Register
by September 26.
Mother/Daughter Create a
Page: Create a page from your personal lives. Bring 10-20 photos of
your own and learn to create a beautiful everlasting treasure. Held on
Saturday, October 11 from 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at Scotch Hills. The
fee is $20 per pair. Register by
October 3.
Conquer the Chaos: No more
“Mom I forgot my lunch.” Or Dad, I
have to be at practice in 5 minutes!”
Imagine a day when everything runs
smoothly and everyone in the family
can find what they need when they
need it! It can happen! Bring your
kids and join Jamie Novak, a long-

time professional Organizer for this
one night, entertaining and interactive workshop. Jamie has been a
recurring guest on CN8, WCTC,
and News 12.
Date: Thursday, September 18
Site:
Scotch Hills Country
Club from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
The
fee is $20.
Create-A-Page (adults): Class
will focus on halloween/fall harvest
themes. Organize your pictures
(bring 10-20 of your own photos
relating to this theme or similar events
if possible) and create a page for
your album. Held on Saturday,
October 18, at Scotch Hills from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Fee $20 per person.
Register by October 11.
Photo Album Power Layout:
This session focuses on organizing a stack of pictures and introducing Power Layout to complete
an album in a day. Includes all
supplies. Held on Saturday, October 25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Scotch Hills. The fee is $50.
Register by October 17.

CHERRY BLOSSOM ESTATES

SCOTCH PLAINS Construction is about to begin on Scotch Plain’s newest culde-sac neighborhood. This home features nine foot ceilings on the first floor,
family room with fireplace hardwood floors, master bath with raised platform
whirlpool tub & stall shower, two zone heat & two zone central air, gourmet
kitchen with granite counter tops, ceramic tiled backsplash, partial stone front &
an open front porch for your enjoyment on those warm summer nights. $774,900.

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA
WESTFIELD
WESTFILED
WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD
SCOTCH PLAINS

New homes priced from
New Victorian styled colonial
New six bedroom colonial
Cul-de-sac w/6 homes from
2 new homes .4 acre lots from
New cul-de-sac w/6 homes

$599,900
$679.000
$859,900
$969,900
$999,900
$759,900

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500
Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

Service

Westfield . . . Enchanting, spacious 12 rm, 5 bedroom 3 ½ bath home in
the heart of Wychwood. The romantic spirit of a Coswald cottage with
classic Colonial architecture. Newer cherry Shaker style kitchen, large,
open formal dining room, living room w/fireplace, spacious family room
and cozy den. Master Bedroom w/ 17’x17’ office/sitting room & full
bath, au pair suite, wine cellar, screened porch, deck and patio. Walk to
school and town. WSF2691 $925,000

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

Westfield . . . Spacious, bright and wide-open. This exceptionally
large, front to back split level features 3 bedrooms (with a master suite)
and 2.5 baths plus a grade level fam.room(20’x12’) and finished rec
room(19’x14’) on a 1/4 acre. Stone mantle on Firepl. extends to top
of cathedral ceiling in LR. Eat-In Kit. w/ new appls. & counters.
WSF2706 Offered at $425,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, Sept. 21, 1-4 PM
377 La Grande Avenue, Fanwood

The Location That You’ve Been Waiting For!

Renovated, charming Col Cape in impeccable condition. 7 RMS, 3 BR,
new EIK, 2 new BTHS, new moldings, window seat, BI’S maple flrs,
beau decor. New RR, windows, furnace. Paver patio, large fenced yard.
Walk to park, town, transportation. A must see! WSF2899 $369,000

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . 950 square feet of office space available Oct. 1 in a
gorgeous Victorian mansion 1 block from downtown Westfield. 2
parking spaces, Men’s and Women’s half-baths. Currently used as an
attorney’s office. Asking $2,200 per month.

John Wiley, Realtor
Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Ave.
908-233-5555

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

A true center hall Colonial located in the prestigious Gardens section of Westfield.
Lovingly maintained, this exquisite 1920’s home is situated on a very private and
generously sized lot within walking distance of shops and services. You’ll be delighted with the remodeled eat-in kitchen which features custom maple cabinets,
solid surface countertops, a center island with custom granite work surface, double
ovens, gas cook top and Sub-Zero refrigerator. Your new home also boasts remodeled bathrooms, a younger roof, resurfaced driveway and two-zone central air conditioning. Freshly papered and painted interior makes this grand 5-bedroom home
ready for just you. Presented for $992,000

ANN RIBARDO
Broker Associate

908-233-6639, Direct Dial

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE W. • 908-233-0065

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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SP Resident Thinks Conservation
Turf Field is Ill Planned Proposal
The Conservation Center is located
amidst wetlands and those issues would
certainly have to be addressed. The
wooded area is home to numerous deer,
red fox, owls, and other forest animals.
The grounds of the center are permeated
by years of dumping, and who really
knows what is in the ground? The odors
from the wet leaves and grass clippings
are well known to those who drive by the
area, as well as to the residents who live
adjacent to it.
The residents of both Westfield and
Scotch Plains who live adjacent to the
Conservation Center are in agreement
that this is not the site for a year round,
lighted synthetic turf field. The increased traffic that such a sports park
would bring, the loud noises from a
field being used throughout the day and
evening, the addition of tall lights, the
environmental issues, and so on and so
on, are all significant issues for the
Westfield Town Council to consider.
Surely there are existing fields, including several locations within nearby
Tamaques Park that could be retrofitted
to serve the same purpose.
The Township of Scotch Plains and
the Town of Westfield should work
together with all of the residents of the
area to ensure that the quality of life
that we all so desire is not affected by
this ill planned proposal. We all live in
the same world. We are neighbors. Lets
continue to live side by side, sharing
conservation resources and not let
someone’s “dream” field become a
nightmare and a danger to the area.
Karen Flaster Langer
Scotch Plains

Resident Believes School Board Should
Provide WHS Off Street Parking
Westfield High School (WHS) student parking should not clutter neighborhood streets. Street side parking for
WHS students should not be permitted.
Residential streets should remain residential. The addition to WHS should not
be considered complete until adequate
off-street parking is provided. Parking
for new teachers and students displaced
by the addition, should have been considered as part of the addition plan.
Residential streets should not be commandeered into permit parking lots.
If WHS were an office building,
apartment complex or business, it
would be required to provide enough
parking spaces for the people that use
the facilities. As good neighbors, WHS
should feel obliged to keep cars off
the streets, in consideration of area
residents. As part of the community,
they should consider the impact their
decisions have on the overall quality
of life of homeowners that have to
deal with their homes surrounded by
cars Monday to Friday, car alarms
going off at 7:15 a.m., driveways used
for making K-turns, etc. It is not the
fault of the students that they are
being pushed onto local streets, circulating around, searching for a space.
They don’t like it either. They know
that no one wants them in front of
their home as they park their car and
scurry away.
Some lucky streets were granted no
parking from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. status, only
to move the problem further away from
WHS onto other streets that never had

problems before last spring. Local residents should not be pitted against one
another. The school board will soon
come up with a map, designating which
streets are to be ‘eligible’ for permit
parking by WHS students. So that everyone is informed, the town should
send letters to homeowners on these
streets before signs go up. Local residents should contact the school board or
town council members to see if your
street is to be newly deemed as alternate
side of the street parking for WHS students.
The focus of the school board should
be creating more off street parking, not
turning local streets into parking lots.
Modest expansion of existing lots on
WHS grounds should have been considered as a major part of the addition to
WHS. 40 additional spaces could be
added between Rahway Avenue and the
auditorium, some additional rows of
spaces could be added behind the school,
the Watterson Street parking lot is empty
every morning and could be immediately used by newly hired teachers and
parking at the armory should be expanded. Until there is enough on-site
parking at WHS, only seniors that live
more than a mile away from WHS should
be permitted to drive to school. Once
more on-site/off street parking created,
parking should then be opened to more
students. There was a time when some
WHS students took school buses to
school.
Mike Nemeth
Westfield
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United Fund of Westfield
Launches Annual Campaign

More Letters to the Editor

In response to the recent editorial “Proposed Turf Field Promises Interesting
Talks Between Towns,” and to the letter
to the editor by Mayor Martin Marks, let
me add some thoughts to the issue.
While the idea of implementing a
lighted synthetic field inside a conservation center may seem like an original,
creative idea to solving a town’s recreation space issues, in reality it is a far
fetched, ill planned proposal. This particular location, the site of what was
formerly a town “dump,” is now a transfer station for recycling, lawn and leaf
transfer. The residents and businesses of
Westfield utilize it almost every day of
the week. The township of Scotch Plains
sends their leaves to this site. Cars and
trucks filled with tree debris and lawn
clippings enter and exit throughout the
day often making illegal turns into the
site. Bags of unknown debris are dumped
along the entrance when the center is
closed.
As many people already know, Lamberts Mill Road is a heavily trafficked
county road, with numerous automobile accidents occurring along its curvy
road. There are no sidewalks, and residents of the area that frequent Tamaques
Park are forced to walk along the trees
in order to enter the park safely. While
the speed limit is 35 mph, the cars and
trucks speed down the county road at
much higher speeds. Bicyclists and pedestrians face great personal danger.
When there are heavy rainstorms, trees
along the road fall down. It is not uncommon to come home during severe
inclement weather to find Lamberts Mill
Road closed.

Thursday, September 18, 2003

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…Guests enjoy a lively evening at the home of Lois and
Jim Pinkin as the United Fund of Westfield kicked off its annual fundraising
campaign. This year, the organization hopes to raise $700,000 to benefit its 22
member agencies. Former State Senator and lifelong Westfield resident Richard Bagger is the Campaign Chairman.

FMBA Awards Stender
Legislator of The Year
SCOTCH PLAINS – In appreciation of her continued support, the New
Jersey State Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA) has named
Assemblywoman Linda Stender “Legislator of the Year” for 2003.
Assemblywoman Stender was presented with this honor at the FMBA’s
106th Annual Convention on Wednesday in Atlantic City.
“I am honored and delighted to receive this award from the FMBA,” said
Assemblywoman Stender. “Supporting our fire service personnel has been
a top priority throughout my term in
office and I plan to continue sponsoring legislation that enhances their life
saving capabilities.”
“During her tenure in the New Jersey General Assembly, Assemblywoman Stender quickly earned the respect and confidence of her colleagues
in Trenton for her diligent representation of the 22nd Legislative District,”
said Rich Mikutsky of the FMBA.
“Linda has consistently expressed an
unquestionable interest and allegiance
to public safety personnel, especially
the firefighters represented by the
FMBA.”
Legislation sponsored by Assemblywoman Stender includesA-1775, which
creates a Fire Service Resource Emergency Deployment Program that coordinates fire services throughout the state
in times of crisis. On March 9 Governor James McGreevey signed Assembly Bill 1775 into law.
Additional legislation includes A3345, which ensures police officers
and firefighters who are killed or injured while called to active duty or
active duty training in the military service remain entitled to death and disability benefits provided by the Police
and Fireman’s Retirement System of

New Jersey (PFRS).
Assemblywoman Stender has also
advocated for homeland security funding to help firefighters properly prepare themselves for times of crisis.
Assemblywoman Stender’s Assembly
Resolution 241 memorializes Congress
and the President of the United States
to release first responder funds to municipalities.
“Linda Stender has been and will
continue to be a valuable partner of the
fire service by working to secure the
very best in equipment and technology
to make our jobs safer,” said Mr.
Mikutsky.

WESTFIELD – The United Fund
of Westfield recently commenced its
annual fundraising campaign at the
home of Lois and Jim Pinkin on behalf of local human care agencies.
Linda Maggio, Executive Director
of the United Fund, reported the kickoff event was the largest yet. She
thanked
J&M
Market
of
Mountainside for providing the food
for the event.
“We are here tonight because we
believe in the important work that our
22 funded human care agencies do
every day,” said Campaign Chairman
and former State Senator Richard
Bagger.
“People often say, ‘Westfield is different.’ And they’re right. We are different because we care about our community and one of the ways we show
our commitment is by giving generously to the United Fund.”
Guests included members of the
Pillars Club, leadership givers and
United Fund volunteers who work
throughout the year to raise the funds,
review the work of the agencies and
distribute the donations.
The Fund’s goal this year is
$700,000, which will be distributed among 22 human care agencies including the American Red
Cross, Arc of Union County, Center for Women and Families, Mobile Meals of Westfield, Westfield
Community Center, the Westfield
Y and Youth and Family Counsel-

WYCHWOOD WONDERFUL!

ing Service.
For more information, please call
the United Fund of Westfield at (908)
233-2113
or
email
unitedfund@westfieldnj.com.

Seminars to Address
Women’s Heart Health
WESTFIELD – An educational
seminar entitled “Women’s Heart Advantage,” sponsored by Overlook
Hospital and hosted by Sunrise Senior Living, will be held at two area
locations.
The first will take place at 10 a.m.
on Monday, September 22, at Sunrise
Assisted Living of Westfield, located
at 240 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
The program will also be offered
from 2 to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, October 1, at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, located at 1350 Route
22, West, in Mountainside.
The goal is to raise awareness and
understanding of heart disease. It also
seeks to improve early recognition of
symptoms and to motivate women to
seek rapid and appropriate care.
Guest speakers will be Cyndi Holt,
Cardiovascular Clinical Nurse Specialist; Beth Langlois, Critical Care
Unit Clinical Coordinator, and Mary
Farrell, a registered nurse and
Women’s HeartAdvantage Clinical
Coordinator.
Refreshments will be served. To
register, please call (908) 317-3030.

Carol Lyons

The Answer to Your
Real Estate Needs

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 301-2048 Direct
(908) 233-5555 Office

CarolHelps@aol.com

Charm abounds and condition is supreme throughout this Center Hall Colonial.
Living room boasts a delightful bay window and wood burning fireplace. Dining room is completed by a lighted, built-in display case, bay window and chair
rail. Eat-in kitchen was renovated in 2001—features granite countertops, tumbled marble backsplash and distressed cabinetry. Spacious family room with
clerestory window, vaulted ceiling, sliders to patio and oversized yard beyond.
Three spacious bedrooms can be found on the second level, as well as two full
baths. The living space is further enhanced by a 1st floor powder room, finished basement, central air and 2 car attached garage.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Come home to this sparkling Scotch Plains Cape lovingly refurbished in the last two years. Romantic touches, HWD FLRS &
moldings, impart a warm ambiance that pervades the LIV RM w/
FPL & superb DIN RM w/walk-in bay window. The “French Provencal” kitchen w/ granite counters has been beautifully renovated
by the current owner. A nice sized master, 2 FBTHS & an incredible “California style” walk-in closet complement the layout. An
idyllic setting created by a canopy of trees, mature shrubbery,
fenced yard with deck and numerous desirable updates adds to the
allure of this enchanting home. Presented for $429,000.
To view this home, call…
Mary Ellen O’Boyle CRS, GRI
Broker Associate
GUCAR President, 2003
(908) 233-5347, Direct Dial

THE SIP MANOR
This unique historic Westfield treasure has been extensively renovated and now stands
renewed to meet the demands of today’s lifestyle. It has been preserved with attention to the finest
detail in all its essential character to maintain the elegance of yesteryear. Rembrandt was
completing his last paintings when this gem was built. In Jersey City in 1664, Jan Andrianse Sip
engaged Indians to help him build this manor home using native stone held together with clay and
straw along with timbers from the farm on which it was set. It was the center of social life in old
Bergen and its gambrel roof has sheltered many distinguished historical characters. Six generations
of Sips were born here and nine generations have owned and lived in the Sip Manor. Even with all
of its ancient glamour, there is a simplicity about it.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE W. • (908) 233-0065

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

REALTOR ®

PRUDE

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Westfield Office

Offices Serving Northern and C
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GARAGE SALE

Westfield - 704 Lenox Ave.
Sat. Sept 20, 9AM - 12noon
Multifamily Twins & Triplets
Club Sale
HH, Clothing, Toys, Books, Little
Tykes & Backyard. No Rain Date.
GARAGE SALE

Westfield - 539 Lawrence Ave.
Sat. Sept 20, 10AM - 2PM
No Early Birds. Gilt mirror, brass
bed, AC units, lights, misc. items.
Rain Date:
Sun, Sept 21, 10AM - 2PM

CLASSIFIEDS
RETAIL SPACE WANTED

National Retail Franchise
is looking for 1000 - 2000 sq. ft.
space in this area.
Will assume existing lease.
Call Doug Jackson
(908) 296-2370
OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Professional Office Space
950 sq. ft., 318 Elm Street
Call Keith Hertell
(908) 233-5522

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield - Spacious 3 BR, 3 1/2
bath Townhouse with LR, DR, Kit,
Den, FP, CAC, W/D, great loc. on
Elm St. One block to town, att’d
garage w/dumbwaiter to kit. $2600/
mo. No Fee. Call (908) 301-1743

HELP WANTED

PT RETAIL HELP NEEDED
RETAIL CUSTOMER
ASSISTANCE
(908) 232-3423

AUTO FOR SALE

1996 MUSTANG
CONVERTIBLE
Black, loaded, 39k miles, great
condition, $8,200
Call 908-928-0413
AUTO FOR SALE

92 Toyota 4-Runner, Good
Condition, Auto, Air, CS, New
Trans, New Tires
Asking $5,300
Call (908) 665-2527
Cell (908) 507-4964
FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,
IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M
Call Lori (973) 397-3541
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

HELP WANTED

Secretary F/T for Westfield accounting firm. Strong typing, word processing, data entry, phone & filing
skills a must. Bookkeeping experience a plus. Salary plus benefits.
Fax your resume to (908) 233-4017
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF
HELP WANTED

PT Legal Secretary for Scotch
Plains law firm. Good verbal/
comm. skills required/must be
proficient in Word 97 and Win 98
applications. Call (908) 789-8350
or fax resume to (908) 789-9925.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey on Monday,
September 29, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time for the following:
WORKSTATIONS AND OFFICE FURNITURE FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Workstations and Office
furniture for the Westfield Police Department” bearing the name and address of the
bidder, addressed to the Town of Westfield,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and must be in the office of the Clerk on
or before the hour named.
Bids must be accompanied by a proposal
guarantee in the form of a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond in an amount of
10% of the total bid, payable to the Town of
Westfield. Each proposal must be accompanied by a surety company certification
stating that the said Surety Company will
provide the bidder with the required performance bond in the full amount to be contracted.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supplement for the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action). Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of the
Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted
with all bids.
Specifications and proposal forms must
be examined and picked up at the office of
the Purchasing Agent, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Monday through Friday between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to do.
1 T - 9/18/03, The Leader
Fee: $40.80

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the Resolution
adopted on September 9, 2003 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.
Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
LAWS & RULES COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 9, 2003
WHEREAS the Town of Westfield has
received proposals, procured at the Town of
Westfield’s request by HKT Nassau Associates, to undertake Phase II site investigation in connection with the redevelopment of
the municipal lot located at South Avenue
property and the municipal lots located between Prospect and Elm Streets property in
the Town of Westfield, and
WHEREAS the Town of Westfield has
determined that the continuation of
predevelopment engineering services need
to be undertaken to facilitate the planning
and potential redevelopment of aforesaid
properties, and
WHEREAS proposals submitted by PMK
Group and HKT Nassau Associates have
been analyzed and found to be acceptable,
and
WHEREAS Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer, certifying to the availability
of adequate funds for these contracts, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30
1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.
Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Contract to be charged Special Ordinance 2031.
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes the
letting of contracts for professional services
without competitive bidding:
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that a contract in the amount of $32,945.00
for Phase II Site Investigation be awarded to
PMK Group, 65 Jackson Drive, PO Box
5000, Cranford, New Jersey 07016; and
$3,294.00 for Administration and Supervision of Phase II Site Investigation be awarded
to HKT Nassau Associates, 14 Vandeventer
Avenue, PO Box 1475, Princeton, New Jersey 08542 totaling $36,239.00, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these
contracts are awarded without competitive
bidding as “Professional Services” under
the provisions of the Local Public Contracts
Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1)(a)
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper Town Officials be, and they are
hereby, authorized to take whatever actions
are appropriate in the execution and discharge of these contracts, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Town Clerk shall notify the contractors by
letter requesting submittal of appropriate
Performance Bond and Certificate of Insurance, so as to further execute the contract
documents.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
the Westfield Leader as a public notice of
the action taken in accordance with NJSA
40A:11-5.
1 T - 9/18/03, The Leader
Fee: $61.71

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
October 2, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following appeal(s):
NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. for a Use Variance and Waiver of Site Plan Approval to
permit the installation of a single-faced 14
feet x 48 feet x 32 feet-high advertising sign
on the property located at 201 Union Avenue (Block 1902, Lot 1), Scotch Plains,
from the following section of the Zoning
Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3q, Regulations Applicable to All Zones, whereby “all billboards,
signboards, advertising signs or devices
not expressly related to the business being
conducted on the premises” are prohibited.
In addition, NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. has
applied for waiver of, or in the alternative,
site plan approval, and any other variances,
waivers, exceptions, interpretations or other
relief, either for existing or created conditions required by the Board after its review of
the application, including, but not limited to,
variances for (1) Use (not a permitted use in
B-3 Zone); (2) Minimum Front Yard Setback
(50 feet required, 5 feet proposed); and (3)
Minimum Side Yard Setback (50 feet required, 6.5 feet proposed). In addition,
Applicant will seek the following variances
for pre-existing conditions, if required, which
are not being affected by the proposed application: (1) Minimum Lot Area (20,000
square feet required, 9,017 square feet existing).
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, and is available for
public inspection during regular office hours.
NextMedia Outdoor, Inc., by its attorneys,
Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.
By: Louis L. D’Arminio, Esq.
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield Board
of Adjustment adopted Resolutions at its
September 8, 2003 meeting for the following applications heard at its August 11,
2003 meeting:
1.

Mark Hoffman, seeking permission
for extension of time request-granted.
2.
Richard and Iris Biagioli, 865 Tice
Place seeking permission to retain
mobile storage trailer in front yarddenied.
3.
Ballyrogan Ent., Inc., D/B/A Kabloom
of Westfield, 50 Elm Street seeking
permission to display retail items outside the confines of the building-denied.
4.
Ferraro’s Restaurant 14 Elm Street,
seeking permission to erect “Ferraro’s
Restaurant” on the flap (front vertical
face) of the two existing awningsgranted as amended with conditions.
5.
Ryan and Kathleen Oligino, 319 Massachusetts Street, seeking permission
to erect a one-story addition-grant as
amended.
6.
Brian and Susan Moynihan, 1320 Over
Hill Street seeking permission to erect
an addition-grant.
7.
Jeffrey and Lisa Ryan, 1090 Rahway
Avenue seeking permission to retain
deck-grant.
8.
David and Leslie O’Connor, 310 South
Scotch Plains Avenue seeking permission to erect a second level addition-grant.
9.
Village Realty Group, LLC 1034 Central Avenue seeking permission to erect
a two-story addition and circular drivegrant.
10. Jonathan and Regina Walsweer, 728
St. Marks Avenue seeking to erect
Drive seeking permission to erect an
addition deck-granted.
11. George and Catherine Kattak, 856
Embree Crescent seeking permission
to retain a deck above 4 feet in height.
12. Donald and Cheryl Fusco, 233 Hazel
Avenue seeking permission to erect
an addition-grant.
13. Michael Shaykevich, 920 Columbus
Avenue seeking permission to erect a
second floor addition-denied.
14. Matthew Werder, 829 Tice Place seeking permission to replace existing garage-grant.
15. Bernard J. Fitzsimmons, 587
Sherwood Parkway seeking permission to erect an addition-grant.
16. Bob and Anne Marie Monahan, 942
Coolidge Street seeking permission to
erect an addition-grant.
17. Jay and Christine Rossing, 626 Glen
Avenue seeking permission to erect
an addition-grant.
Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 9/18/03, The Leader
Fee: $57.63

SHORT OF TIME?
Let Me Help You
Running Errands, Cleaning, Etc...
M. L. Services L.L.C.
call Maria Lourenco
(908) 789-8381
HOME FURNISHINGS

Dining room set - Cherry with 1
pc. Hutch, table and chairs, new
in boxes sell $825. Can deliver.
(732) 259-6690
ELEMENTARY TUTOR

Certified Elementary school
teacher will tutor in your home.
Experienced in Everyday Math,
reading and phonetic instruction,
and writing skills. After school and
evening
hours
available.
References in town upon request.
Contact (908) 419-4365 for more
details.
PT BABYSITTER WANTED

Work-at-home mom seeks P/T
sitter for 10-15 hrs/wkdays, pref.
mornings. Newborn experience
strongly preferred. College
students welcome. Must have
valid NJ driver’s license, strong
references.
Contact: (908) 654-9389
or kristenlc1@yahoo.com.
CHILDCARE

Full time nanny needed to care for
2 children in Westfield. Must have
a valid drivers license, own car
and references. If interested,
please call (908) 377-7870.

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095
HOME FURNISHINGS

Bedroom set - 7 pcs. Sleigh bed,
chest, dresser/mirror, n-stand.
Brand new Sugg. $2600 sell $975.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
TEACHERS

P/T Infant Caregiver.
4PM - 7PM, Monday - Friday.
Experience preferred.
Call Cheryl or Liz
(908) 518-0900.
CHILDCARE NEEDED

After school (3 kids, ages 5, 7 & 9)
2:30 - 5:30 p.m., plus holidays
etc. as needed. Franklin school
district. Must have car.
Call: (908) 313-2906
HOME FURNISHINGS

Mattress Set - New Queen
double pillow top sell $165
Can Deliver.
(732) 259-6690
HOUSEKEEPING

English speaking Polish lady
looking for local housekeeping
day jobs. Own car. References
available. Call Adriana.
(908) 862-7619
HOME FURNISHINGS

Bed - King size mattress and
split box set. Brand new w/
warranty. Sacrifice $250.
Can deliver.
(732) 259-6690

See it all on the Web!

TUTORING

www.goleader.com

HS Math, Chem, Physics
& SAT Prep.
by Certified Teacher.
W. Roth (732) 548-3706
Since 1968

County Senior Citizens
Invited to Health Fair

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 03-09-159
CONTRACTOR: Edward J. Kologi, Esq.;
923 Wood Avenue; Linden, New Jersey
07036
NATURE OF SERVICE: Legal Representation
DURATION: Period ending August 31,
2004
AMOUNT: $120.00/hour Not to exceed
$2,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and available for public inspection in the office of the
Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

COUNTY – The Union County
Minority Task Force on Aging will
hold its ninth annual health fair at the
Rahway Senior Citizens Center on
Saturday, September 27, from 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Speakers will be available to discuss many areas of interest. In addition, professionals will be on hand to
administer hearing tests and perform
blood pressure screenings.
Exhibit tables will feature additional information for seniors to take
home. A light lunch will also be
served.
The Rahway Senior Citizens Center is located at 1306 Esterbrook
Avenue in Rahway. For more information about the health fair, please
call (732) 381-3584.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
That Newpoint Realty, LLC has made application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
the Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and final site plan approval and related variances
for the demolition of two existing office buildings; 2 existing dwellings and 2 existing
residential detached garages and the construction of an office building (+ 87,378 square
feet), parking lot with parking deck and related improvements for the proposed office
building. The properties involved in this application are located at 115, 113, and 110 New
Street ; 101 South Avenue; and 402 and 404 South Elmer Street, Westfield, New Jersey and
are identified as Block 3208, Lots 1.02 and 2; Block 3207, Lots 1, 2, 2 and 4 along with the
proposed street vacation of New Street on the official tax maps of the Town of Westfield. The
property is located in the GB-3 zone district.
The application includes a request for relief from several requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance, as follows:
1.
Section 11.28A.2. permits offices on the first and second floor only. The application
proposes basement and third floor use.
2.
Section 11.28D.10 prohibits any non-residential uses on the third floors. Application
proposes offices.
3.
Section 12.04C prohibits basement space to be used for offices.
4.
Section 11.28B.1. and 11.28.D.- Ordinance prohibits any use or structure not
permitted in Sections A, B or C. Parking decks are not listed as permitted accessory
structure under subsection 11.28B.1. (Article 17/parking)
5.
Section 11.28E4 states that no principal building shall exceed the maximum of three
(3) habitable floors, exclusive of basement, or forty (40) feet in height, whichever is
less. Four office use floors are being proposed. (The basement is proposed to be
used for office space and not just allowable ancillary uses.) The height of the building
measured from the highest point of the building to the average elevation of normal
grade level at the base of the building is 64.5 feet. (including penthouse roof
structure)
6.
Section 11.28E.1. requires a 40 feet front yard and 11 feet is proposed. The
ordinance requires a 40 feet setback in the event there is not an established front
yard in the neighborhood. Using the criteria the ordinance requires in computing the
established front yard depths, there is no other property to consider for such
determination. The zoning front yard for the adjacent lot 7 fronts on South Elmer and
therefore would not be included in determining the setback for the subject property.
7.
Section 11.28E.1 requires that a street side yard setback for a corner lot not be less
than 20 feet. 8.5 feet is proposed.
8.
Section 11.28E5 allows a maximum coverage of 30%. 67.8% is proposed. This
figure includes both the building and the parking deck.
9.
Section 11.28E.6. allows a maximum coverage by improvements of 70 %. 88 % is
proposed.
10.
Section 12.08C allows a maximum height of 4 feet. The retaining wall around the
courtyard area on South Avenue, if it were to include the required restraining device
would be + 17 feet.
11.
Section 12.11A incorporates Section 10.15. Section 12.11A requires the design of
the building be compatible with that of the surrounding neighborhood. This
application needs review by the Architectural Review Board to determine compliance.
12.
Section 13.01D requires that the gross floor area of buildings or roofed structures
accessory to a non-residential use not exceed the gross floor area of the principal
building. The gross floor area of the parking deck is + 96,720 square feet while the
gross floor area of the building is 87,079 square feet. (87,378 square feet)
13.
Section 13.01E prohibits accessory structures (parking deck) in the front yard. A
portion of the parking deck is located within the front yard facing South Elmer Street.
14.
Section 13.01C and 11.28E.3 states that accessory structures (parking deck)
attached to principal buildings be setback the same distance as required for principal
buildings. For the setback along Central Avenue this figure would be 20 feet – 0 feet
is proposed. (Architect will need to supply info to determine this figure for the setback
from So. Elmer St. (E.F.Y.D.) The rear yard setback for the principal building is (1/
2 the building height of 64.5 feet), or in this case + 32 feet whereas + 2 feet is
proposed.
15.
Section 17.02A.1. tells us to calculate the parking requirement by both the zone
district within which the development is located and by nature of the proposed use
and apply the more restrictive figure as the parking requirement. By zone (Section
17.02B.4) the required number is 293 and by use (Section 17.02C5b. and c.) the
required number of spaces is 399. 323 spaces are proposed.
16.
Section 17.02D requires that 8 barrier free spaces be provided if there are between
301 and 400 parking spaces on site. – 7 are proposed.
17.
Section 17.03B5 prohibits parking areas to be located in a front yard and street side
yard. Again this pertains to South Elmer and Central Avenue.
18.
Section 17.04A requires minimum parking space dimensions of 9 feet by 20 feet
when no curb overhang is provided – 9 feet by 18 feet is proposed.
19.
Section 12.05C1 allows a maximum of 250 square feet for rooftop structures – 1,905
square feet is proposed.
20.
Section 12.05C3 allows a maximum height of 7 feet for rooftop structures – 8 feet
is proposed.
Please Note: At the time of this printing there were no details provided for pavement
(Section 17.06), curbing (Section 17.07), drainage (Section 17.09), illumination (Section
17.10), and screening of parking areas (Section 17.11) to determine if additional variances
for those aspects will be required.
The applicant also seeks approval of any and all other relief not indicated above that may
be determined necessary during the course of the public hearings. A Public hearing has
been ordered for October 1, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Meeting Room of the Town Hall,
located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time you may appear and
participate in the hearing in accordance with the rules of the Board. This notice is sent to
you on behalf of the applicant by order of the Board.
Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in the Public
Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and may be reviewed
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Colleen Mayer
Board of Adjustment Secretary
1 T - 9/18/03, The Leader
Fee: $158.10

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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FestiFall Street Fair
Slated for September 21
WESTFIELD – The 14th Annual
FestiFall of arts and crafts comes to
Westfield on Sunday, September 21.
This Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce sponsored event fills the
Downtown streets with music, beautiful crafts and children’s activities.
FestiFall is free admission and now
ranks as one of New Jersey’s most
popular festivals.
More than two hundred and fifty
Exhibits of quality crafts, art, local
businesses and children’s activities
highlight this year’s Westfield
FestiFall.
Traffic along Elm, Quimby, Prospect and E.Broad Streets in Westfield
will be detoured for the day.
The day’s entertainment includes
Uncle Floyd. The stage area is at the
corner of Elm and Quimby Streets
and will feature Blues musicians,
Big Band Crooner Bob Mele, and a
little bit of good ole USA Country
Music! N.J. Workshop for the Arts
on East Broad Street will present
instrumental musical entertainment
in the afternoon.
There will be delicious assortment of foods served with an international palate and flair. Ferraro’s,
Great Harvest Bread Co and
Cosimos Pizza will be some of the
many in town restaurants and businesses serving up great specialties
such as fresh bread, calamari and
pastas. Other items on the FestiFall
menu include Greek foods,
Passarelli”s Italian Hot Dogs, Mozzarella cornbread, Crab cakes, and
London Broil.
Dessert treats include fresh Fruit
Crepes, Hawaiian Ice, zeppoles, ice
cream, Kettle Korn and Pennsylvania Dutch funnel cakes.
Exhibitors travel from all over the
Eastern U.S. to participate in
FestiFall’s vast marketplace of fine
art and crafts. Shoppers may peruse
beautiful creations of jewelry, unique
designer clothing, dolls and toys,
stained glass, wood carving, pottery,
original furniture and home and garden accessories.
3D Art Frames in Shadow Boxes

from Eileen Tofeen from Howell will
be on display. Beautifully hand
painted fu1rniture by Candace
Galekovic of Matawan will be on
display and for sale
Other crafts include oil paintings,
antiques, jewelry, and some unique
items. Copper Garden Art from
Susanne Dobrowski of Annandale
will be for display and purchase.
Bear Buddies of Westfield will
have Dress your own Teddy Bear.
David Rosenberg of Cliffwood Beach
will have Victorian Jewelry for sale.
Anthony Renna of Long Branch will
have antiques for sale and display.
Several fine artists will display
and sell their original watercolors,
oil paintings and photography at
FestiFall. Connecticut artist Thomas
Galasinski, will display and sell his
oil paintings. Local Artist Nancy
Davis of Westfield will have her
painted glass furniture on hand.
Pony rides and a wonderful petting zoo will be located in the parking area of PNC Bank at North and
East Broad Streets. A kid’s section of
Moonwalks, face painting with Jubilee the Clown is sure to find interest
for the whole family. FestiFall includes many local non-profit and
service organizations. These groups
use FestiFall for community visibility and important fund-raising activities.
“Admission and parking are free
and we’re inviting everyone to come
downtown to enjoy a great day of
family fun,” commented Diane
Barabas of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, the event’s sponsor.
FestiFall hours are 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Elm, East Broad, Prospect
and Quimby Streets.
For more information contact the
event’s promoter, The Advertising
Alliance at (908) 996-3866 or visit
their
website
at
www.advertisingalliance.net. Or
contact the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce at (908) 233-3021.
The raindate for the event is Sunday, September 28.

Dog Adoption Event on Tap
This Sunday at Area Store
AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor a dog adoption event this
Sunday, September 21, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the PETsMART store in
the Watchung Square Mall on Route
22.
Among the many dogs available
for adoption will be “Cornelius,” a
four-month-old, buff-colored, fluffy
Samoyed-mix. He is current with his
vaccinations and is described as playful, gentle and good with other dogs.
When he is full grown, Cornelius
will be a large dog. He was rescued
from a shelter, where his life was at
risk due to overcrowding.
To adopt or for other information,
please call (908) 688-1073 and leave
a message. Press 1 for dog adoption
or 8 for cat adoption. Other pets
needing homes may be seen on the
Internet at www.pfa.petfinder.org.
People for Animals has recommended that individuals alter their
pets and any outside cats they may be
feeding. For low-cost spay/neuter
information, please call the People
PUBLIC NOTICE

for Animals Clinic at (908) 9646887. Spay/neuter surgery costs range
from $40 to $65 and include rabies
and distemper vaccinations.

“Cornelius”
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on OCTOBER 2, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a public hearing to consider the following appeals):
Sally Pettit and Robert Herb for a Variance to permit the replacement of the existing
detached garage with a larger one at the property located at 2264 Coles Avenue (Block
3603, Lot 6), Scotch Plains, from the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum side-yard setback required for a building in excess
of 200 square feet is five (5) feet; proposed: approximately one (1) foot; and
Section 23-3.4D whereby maximum height for secondary buildings is eighteen (18) feet;
proposed: twenty (20) feet.
Robert and Lesley Vogel for two (2) Variances to permit the construction of an attached
two-car garage at the property located at 1090 Raritan Road (Block 14501, Lot 19), Scotch
Plains, from the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column 8 whereby minimum side-yard setback required
is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately three (3) feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column 9 whereby minimum total for both side-yard
setbacks is sixty-five (65) feet; proposed: approximately ten (10) feet.
Jeff and Mary Kaiserman for a Variance to permit the addition of a family room at the
property located at 540 William Street (Block 4202, Lot 13), Scotch Plains, from the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph H, Column 10 whereby minimum rear-yard setback
required is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately twenty (20) feet.
Omnipoint Communications, Inc., a non-conforming use, for the following variances in
order to allow the replacement of the existing telecommunications antennae with the
installation of twelve (12) telecommunications antennae onto an existing Public Service
Electric & Gas Company tower and the installation of a two (2) equipment cabinets at the
property located at 1600 Raritan Riad @ Terrill Road (Block 14201, Lot 2), Scotch Plains:
Use Variance pursuant to Section 23-6a3 of the Zoning Ordinance whereby “no
nonconforming use may be expanded.”
Use Variance pursuant to Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column 13 of the Zoning
Ordinance whereby the maximum height allowed is thirty-five (35) feet; existing tower height:
141 feet; proposed antennae height: 147.50 feet.
Waiver of Site Plan approval; and
Any other variances and/or waivers as may subsequently be determined by the Board to
be appropriate, required or advisable.
Daniel and Delores Johnson for a Variance to permit the addition of a screened porch
at the property located at 1672 Ramapo Way (Block 11802, Lot 5), Scotch Plains, from the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph H, Column 7a whereby minimum side-yard setback
required from a side street on a corner lot is twenty-five (25) feet; proposed: approximately
thirteen (13) feet.
Gilberto and Wilda Zayas for a Variance to permit the retention of a six-foot-high fence
at the property located at 2440 Mountain Avenue (Block 4004, Lot 10), Scotch Plains,
from the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3o whereby “ ... in no case shall any fence be higher than nominally four (4)
feet above ground level when located beyond a projection of any front building line of any
adjacent improved lots...” proposed: six (6) feet.
Impeccable Dental Design, Inc., for permission to operate a dental crown and bridge
restoration office laboratory at the property located at 1923 Westfield Avenue (Block 1501,
Lot 21), Scotch Plains. The applicant is requesting an interpretation from the Zoning Board
as to whether said use qualifies as a “medical and health service,” a permitted use in the B2 Zone pursuant to Section 23-3.11a.2.(n) of the Zoning Ordinance.
If it is determined by the Board that the use is prohibited in the B-2 Zone, Applicant is
alternatively requesting a Use Variance.
All interested persons may be present and heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,
430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch Plains, and is available for public inspection during
regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains
1 T - 9/18/03, The Times
Fee: $116.28
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My Take on It
With Kerrianne Spellman Cort

Celebrities
eaths R
emind
Celebrities’’ D
Deaths
Remind
Us of Their Common IImpact
mpact
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What a horrible week it was in
the entertainment industry. The
country mourned the loss of two
wonderful talents, Johnny Cash
and John Ritter.
They say that bad
things always
happen in threes.
I was rather nervous this past
week, waiting for
the inevitable
third, when a
friend pointed out
to me that musician
Warren
Zevon had also
died. Hopefully,
that will be it for a
while.
I was very up- John Ritter
set when I heard
about Ritter. He was just so damned
likable. I doubt there is anyone out
there who could think of something bad to say about him. I found
myself thinking, why does it always seem that the good guys get
the short end of the stick? Ritter is
gone, but O.J. Simpson is still out
there swinging a golf club.
I remember that I cried real tears
when I learned of the death of John
Kennedy, Jr. I stared at the television set and prayed that they would
find him alive. Someone actually
said to me, “Why are you crying?
It’s not like you knew him.”
First of all, mind your own
business. People react to things
in different ways. Of course I
didn’t know JFK, Jr., though I
did jog past him once in New
York City. That hottie. I cried
because it was the loss of an
ideal, a string of bad luck for a
beloved American family and
also simply because it was a
young promising life tragically
cut short.
I doubt there is anyone who
wasn’t affected by this past week’s

anniversary of 9/11. “The Today
Show” aired children who lost their
parents during the attack, bravely
reading the names of all of the
victims whose lives ended that
awful day. If something like that
doesn’t hit a chord
inside of you, then
you might as well
just kill yourself
now. Go ahead, I’ll
wait.
We don’t have to
personally know
people to feel compassion towards
them. All of our
lives are bound together in innumerable ways. We are
intrinsically linked.
The chaos that our
world is in right
now is directly
linked to the fact that we have
stopped believing that we are all
in this together. Suddenly, we all
seem to be in this big race to find
out who is stronger, smarter, faster
and more technologically advanced.
Slow down! And stop being
nasty. It’s a simple rule.
As we prepare for a category
four hurricane, stocking up on
food, water and plank boards, perhaps we should also stock up on
kindness. If someone wants to cry
over the loss of a celebrity, why
not let them?
I was going to make a huge
joke out of the Ben and J. Lo
breakup, but I have changed my
mind. I don’t know their situation. Perhaps they truly loved
each other. Maybe they are both
really hurting right now. Who
knows? Making fun of them, all
of a sudden, seems rude.
I hope that everyone is safe and
secure during the impending bad
weather. I plan on stocking up on
some serious snacks and adult beverages. And a little good will.

POPCORN™

Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star:
Doesn’t Get Any Better With Age
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & ½ popcorns

You are alone in a cabin, surrounded
by woods, far from civilization. Happily exhausted from a great day of
imbibing the fall foliage, you wonder
what the night will bring. You hear
crickets chirping and an occasional
hoot owl hooting. Surely there are
bears lurking outside, and maybe an
occasional moose tramping by on the
way.
You are too tired to read. A nice hot
toddy and a classic old flick sure would
fit the bill just about now. Although
there is a TV/VCR combo, you’re too
far out to get any reception. Oddly, the
tapes the landlady provided for weekend renters are in Latin, except for
Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star.
Curse your Latin-deprived education or just crawl under the covers and
wonder what the bears are doing, or
dwell on why all those tapes are in a
so-called dead language. However,
dispensation is at hand. The gods of
film snobbery are compassionate and,
of course, it’s only under these or
similarly dire circumstances that
Dickie Roberts comes recommended.
But choose to view director Sam
Weisman’s vastly mediocre farce
about a once-famous boob-tube cherub
(David Spade) desperate for a comeback and it won’t go on your permanent record.
Aside from taking your mind off
those bears outside for a bit, expect no
entertainment in the conventional
sense of the term. You know: Sit, be
amused by the creative premise, find
the characters charming, laugh at their
folly and embrace the humanity depicted. Nope — none of that here.
Written by Spade and Fred Wolf,
the formula-ridden film is mere comedy template with nary a creative nuance or a passionate notion to set it
apart from the usual sitcom pabulum
that regularly fails our funny bone.
What’s worse, practically all those
concerned know it. Even Spade, whose
trademark acerbity can usually be
counted on for a laugh, loses his edge
amidst this mind-dulling humdrum.
Featuring a story bereft of even the
slightest directorial feint or jab, the
only thing that throws us off is
Weisman’s obvious determination to
eschew even the slightest surprise.
Given a chance to exhibit some imagination, he declines at every turn.
Yet, for readers who are certain
they’ll never be compromised into
seeing Dickie Roberts, this review is
over. You are a charmed lot. Other
sections of this newspaper beckon.
But for those viewers whose filmic
futures may not be quite so blessed, a
summary and some additional comments are charitably in order.
While suggesting it will sing a paean
to the plight of the fallen child star,
Dickie Roberts really has nothing profound enough in its portfolio to make
good on the promise. Paying only lip
service to the idea by intermittently
trotting out in cameos several former

stars, what actually follows is disappointingly typical.
We are introduced to the title character, an only moderately interesting
amalgam of the stereotype in question, and asked to root for his redemption. Being the gracious sorts we are,
and considering that Spade’s portrayal
is not completely without merit, we
partially oblige. If it takes our minds
off the wildlife outside, or ameliorates
the turbulence the pilot has just acknowledged, then our indulgence is
somewhat served.
The plot tests our tolerance. On the
skids since his former days of glory,
Dickie is now parking cars at a posh
Hollywood restaurant. He hasn’t given
up on a comeback. His agent (Jon
Lovitz) learns of a part in an upcoming Rob Reiner film. Reiner and Dickie
take a meeting. Reiner nostalgically
remembers the laughs Dickie gave
him. But, says the producer, though
he’d love to give him the part, he feels
that by not having had a real childhood, Dickie couldn’t possibly bring
genuine feeling to the role.
Setting out to amend the alleged
deficiency, Dickie does what any other
self-aggrandizing former kid thespian
would do. Taking a $30,000 advance
for his tell-all autobiography, he hires
a family to treat him normally. For
once, he’ll be a real little boy. So we
are introduced to the Tracys: There’s
Grace (Mary McCormack), her husband, George, (Craig Bierko) and their
children, Sam (Scott Terra) and Sally
(Jenna Boyd).
Upon first blush, they are the perfect family. But surely you aren’t
fooled. Scratch the surface just a tad
and there it is — good old dysfunction. Yep...it’s the familiar standby.
Dad is a self-absorbed workaholiclothario. Angelic, pulchritudinous
Mom and her cutesy two offspring
suffer in quiet desperation...not too
unlike the audience. Gosh, even the
pathology is humdrum.
Then, this is neither Chekhov nor
Pinter, and in such fluff a little bit of
unhappiness can go a long way. So,
though silently kicking and screaming, we are dragged to the mouth of
the cliché. Whereupon we are forced
to look down and ask: Could it be?
Dickie Roberts, classic interloper and
veritable Mr. Belvedere ... just the
catalytic epiphany a family needs to
set its priorities right? Nah.
Is it possible? Can Dickie Roberts,
former child star, despite his initial
Philistine motivation, discover a lesson or two about the values of domestic bliss and what’s really important in
life while also healing the wounds of
his dear adopted family?
To find out for sure, you’ll actually
have to see Dickie Roberts: Former
Child Star. Learning Latin may be a
little easier to take.
* * * * *
Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star, rated
PG-13, is a Paramount Pictures release
directed by Sam Weisman and stars David
Spade, Mary McCormack and Jon Lovitz.
Running time: 99 minutes.

Thursday, September 18, 2003

Page 19

Arts & Entertainment
Pen & Ink

Matthew Ritter: Poet in Progress
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Hurricane from the local video
store and prepare to be rocked
with drama. In an unrelated natural disaster, rent Twister or Storm
Chasers – Revenge of the Twister
and hold onto your sofa for a ride
through hell.
Strangely enough, most of the
music related to hurricanes that
you might want to stick in your
CD player has little or nothing to
do with the weather calamity. Still,
they’re worth listening to anyway, just to be in the spirit of
things. “Hurricane” by Bob Dylan
is also about a boxer, while
Scorpion’s “Rock You Like a
Hurricane” is about sex. Lisa
Loeb’s tale of a female heartbreaker is also named after the
storm, while (my favorite) REM’s
“It’s The End of the World As We
Know It (And I Feel Fine) philosophizes, “Eye of a hurricane,
listen to yourself churn -world
serves its own needs, regardless
of your own needs.” Deep, man.
Really deep.
Once your backyard furniture
has hopefully settled back into
your backyard, turn up the circa
1990, 75-minute long CD, “After
the Hurricane,” which includes
“Why Worry” by Dire Straits, “Invisible Sun” by The Police, “Time
Stand Still” by Rush and the song
that always had me using more
Aquanet and legwarmers in the
80s, “New Moon on Monday” by
Duran Duran.
If none of this relieves your
weather worries, mix 1 ounce each
of light, dark rum, Amaretto, six
ounces each of orange and pineapple juice, and 1 teaspoon of
lemon juice in a cocktail shaker.
Rock it through the shaker until
you can hear it over the hurricane’s
angry roars, pour the liquid into a
large specialty drink glass and top
with a dash of Grenadine syrup,
and a slice of orange and a maraschino cherry. You’ve got yourself one tasty hurricane.
And that should numb things
long enough for the storm to pass.
It won’t do as much damage as the
Category 2 weather version, but it
sure could have kept Isa at bay.
* * * * *

I would like to extend a special
WELCOME HOME and thank you
to Westfield’s John Arlia, who
recently returned from serving in
the Middle East, as well as all of
our other local soldiers. We can
never thank you enough for your
selfless sacrifice.

All That Jazz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

swings that only good jazz can do.
Lywanda as soloist was enthralling
and versatile. The guitarist and muted
coronet also took time to show their stuff.
Shortly, they had the audience in the
palm of their hands with classic jazz
renditions and well-known tunes including the likes of “Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered.”
Confident now, they solicited requests
from the audience. Did you ever hear a
great jazz version of Hank Williams’
“Hey Good Lookin’”?
There was also some sassy “Ella.”
“Fever” of Peggy Lee’s fame had the
room really sizzling. Gerry and The
Pacemakers’ hit from the 60s, “Don’t
Let the Sun Catch You Crying” appointed another mood.
For me, the showstopper that straightaway silenced the room was the performance of “Golden Slumbers” by The
Beatles.
By 10 p.m., the performance ended,
allowing one a graceful exit on a
Wednesday work night. It was a wonderful time.
It is a little baffling how two Irish lads,
Chris and Timothy Boyle, can pull of such
a Jazz night featuring fine and innovative
Italian cuisine. Perhaps it’s their schooling
from Cordon Blue in Paris and from The
Culinary Institute ofAmerica. This would
make Joe De Alessandro proud.
By now, you’ve figured it out. You’re
not in New York or Paris – you’re in
Westfield at The Northside Trattoria, 16
Prospect Street, (908) 232-7320.
There are three more Jazz Nights
planned – October 8, November 12 and
December 10 – Remember, for
backroom seats, “This way please…All
That Jazz, Reservations Only!”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

belief that they can
come true.
Boyds
Mill
Press
and
Waldman will donate nine free copies of “Dream
Makers” to CAS
for every 10 books
sold. Free copies
will also be sent to
several New York
City’s
public
schools.
Matthew told
The Leader and
The Times that
when his poem is
read, “people
will stop and
think about what
is really going on in our world.”
While he dabbles in writing mini

horror stories,
Matthew thinks he
will pursue writing or mathematics as a career. The
“Dream Makers”
poem was his first
foray into poetry.
Matthew believes
that
“Dream Makers” and his
poem will not
only give people
aided by CAS
something constructive to do,
but will offer the
necessary hope
and encouragement that might
help them believe their dreams
can come true.

terodactyls
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At UCC Theater P
CRANFORD – The Union
County Theater Project at Union
County College (UCC) in Cranford
will present the Nicky Silver comedy Pterodactyls from Thursday,
September 18, to Sunday, October
5.
The comedy revolves around denial in an American family beginning with Emma Duncan, a hypochondriac with memory problems,
introducing her orphaned fiancé
Tommy to Mrs. Duncan who reluctantly approves of him. The family
is also in denial about Emma’s gay
brother, Todd, who has AIDS and
Mrs. Duncan, an alcoholic.
Pterodactyls contains a limited
amount of graphic language about
adult situations. Formal discussions
with the actors, Theater Project
Director Mark Spina, and repre-

sentatives of the Hyacinth AIDS
Foundation, will take place after
the September 26 and October 3
performances.
The cast includes Actor’s Equity
Association members Gary Glor,
Megan Muckelmann and Liz
Zazzi, as well as David Maulbeck
and Matt McCarthy.
On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, performances will be held
at 8 p.m. Sunday performances
will begin at 3 p.m. Audiences
may meet the actors after each
play.
Tickets are $15 for Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays or $7 on Thursdays. Student tickets are $7 for all
performances. Senior Sunday, September 21, offers $7 tickets.
For ticket reservations, please
call (908) 659-5189.

Wishing Chair, a female duo, will
perform at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield on Saturday,
September 20, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$12, and benefit the Interfaith Council for the Homeless. While supporting a good cause, enjoy the string
dancing, accordion playing, harmony
singing, storytelling, hand drumming,
banjo strumming, soul stirring, twowoman tour-de-force of folksingersongwriters Miriam Davidson and
Kiya Heartwood. The church is located at the corner of East Broad
Street and North Avenue.
* * * * *

If you haven’t seen this trial performance, you’ve certainly heard about
its star players. Bruno Hauptmann
was accused of kidnapping and murdering the Lindbergh baby in the
1930s, and the 6-week trial took place
in the Hunterdon County Courthouse
in Flemington. See a single performance reenactment, The Trial of the
Century, using actual passages from
the original, and you decide if he was
guilty. It’s happening weekends
through Sunday, October 12, and you
also get a jailhouse tour. Call (908)
782-2610.
* * * * *

The Diversity Art Gallery in Clark
is celebrating its one-year anniversary with the opening of their Dimensional Art exhibit, featuring works
that focus on depth, movement,
shadow, perspective and texture, in
both traditional and innovative forms,
with a line-up of a variety of interesting and talented local artists. The
gallery is located at 4 Valley Road,
and admission is free. Call (732) 5741479, email diversityart@aol.com, or
visit ww.diversityart.com for further
details.
* * * * *

Females with a voice, heed the
call. On Wednesday, September 24,
Hickory Tree Chorus will have an
Open Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. at the
New Jersey Youth Symphony Music
Center, 570 Central Avenue, New
Providence. You don’t have to read
music, but you do have to love a
variety of tunes, from old favorites to
show tunes, Broadway to Beatles, in
four-part harmony, a cappella style.
For more information, call (908) 5221954,
or
email
info@hickorytreechorus.org.

THEY’RE COMING!!!

PTERODACTYLS
A comedy that
BITES BACK
by Nicky Silver
CONTAINS ADULT LANGUAGE AND SITUATIONS

Sept 18 - Oct 5
Tickets $15 / $7 Reservations:

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
Certified Teachers

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles
Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

By CAROL F. DAVIS

through difficult and complicated
circumstances in their lives, and the
best part is that we all get to experience the struggle and how that person is affected in the end. If the
actors are truthful to the reality of
the situation in the script, then the
audience can really sympathize with
a character and feel the struggle.”
“Another lesson in life and acting,” she shared, “is to love the
stories that you hear and that you
read because it is a human experience that someone felt needed to be
shared. After all, our stories and
experiences make up our lives, our
life history.”
At Wagner, Bezrutczyk is following the liberal arts track, while focusing on musical theatre. But, next
semester will afford her more time
to pound the pavement (and hopefully the stage doors) of the Great
White Way.
Noting many of the Wagner graduates currently on Broadway,
Bezrutczyk said, “Broadway is always the goal because it is considered the pinnacle for musical theatre, but there are so many great
regional theatres out there.”
“It is the experience in the classrooms and smaller theaters (like
DTF) that get you ready for the Big
White Way.”
After exiting Wagner’s stage as
Sally Bowles, Bezrutczyk will begin rehearsing for the college’s
Dance Concert 2003. But, if you
can’t catch that performance, she
serves up some impressive dishes at
the Stage House Restaurant and
Wine Bar, where she has been working since June of 2001.

Calderone School of Music
Established 1975

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Garbowsky has also served as Assistant Chairperson of the English Department. She is the Arts Editor for the
Emily Dickinson International Bulletin, which is published by the Emily
Dickinson International Society, and
she continues to write about Emily
Dickinson for various publications.
Garbowsky and her husband,
Charles, have two grown daughters
who were educated in the Westfield
school system.
“Double Vision: Contemporary
Artists look at the Poetry of Emily
Dickinson” is published by Putnam
Hill Press in Chester, Vt., and is
available in all local bookstores.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Garbowsky

Get Outta
The House

Meryl Bezrutczyk as Sally Bowles
Ginevra is someone who was deprived of parental love as a child
and is on the verge of schizophrenia
during the play,” noted Bezrutczyk.
“As a result, these two roles gave
me a great chance to stretch my
capabilities as an actor.”
Bezrutczyk’s mornings at DTF
were filled with acting classes, improvisational work, Shakespeare
study and a workshop which focused on the forward-thinking teaching methods of Russian actor/director Michael Chekhov, who has influenced the lives of Ingrid
Bergman, Marilyn Monroe and Sir
Anthony Hopkins.
“I met people who make a living
solely by acting. They taught classes
this summer because they wanted
tot share their techniques and ideas
with the younger actors to introduce and inspire,” she said. “Some
of these teachers were actors I
worked with on stage the rest of the
day.”
Bezrutczyk acknowledged her
growth through the DTF opportunity, noting how working with experts on stage impacted her personally and professionally.
“I feel I’ve taken a step forward in
understanding how to develop a character, and I’ve realized how much
energy and attention one must devote to acting technique to keep focused on-stage and off,” she reflected.
Additionally, scene study and acting classes, which Bezrutczyk has
taken since SPFHS, have better prepared her for reading a script and
getting into a character.
Before leaving for Dorset,
Bezrutczyk performed in the American Songbook Series at Lincoln Center in a workshop led by Ann Hampton Calloway. The experience, she
said, provided her with “informative feedback.”
“It was inspiring to be singing at
Lincoln Center knowing that the
best performers of the arts are so
close to home,” she added.
Bezrutczyk has acquired life lessons since she pole-vaulted past
Stockard Channing’s depiction of
Rizzo and made it her own as a
senior at SPFHS in 2000.
“My favorite quote is ‘To live is
so starling it leaves little time for
anything else’ (Emily Dickinson),”
she said. “As for acting, it is a
parallel to life. Life on stage presents stories of how people struggle

FLIT AND FLUTTER…Volunteers
and staff members at Reeves-Reed
Arboretum in Summit will raise nearly
1,000 Monarch butterflies this year.
Weather permitting, there will be butterflies in the butterfly garden at the
Arboretum’s Harvest Festival on Saturday, October 4. For more information, please call (908) 272-8787.

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
281 Main Street
• Millburn
(973) 467-4688

(973) 467 4688

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Union County College

(908) 659-5189

THE THEATER PROJECT / UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

1033 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD NJ

$5 OFF any $15 ticket with this ad
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SCOTCH PLAINS –
The same woman who
just exited a Vermont
stage as the modest
nurturer Meg March in
Little Women has engaged the role of
Cabaret’s smoldering
and sassy Sally Bowles.
Versatility is not an
obstacle for Meryl
Bezrutczyk, 21, who
will render the energetic
role of Bowles, once
adopted on Broadway Meryl
by Brooke Shields and Bezrutczyk
Molly Ringwald, at
Wagner College in
Staten Island, N.Y. from September
24 to October 5.
A senior at Wagner, Bezrutczyk is
majoring in musical theatre performance. While juggling a chaotic class
schedule, she attends rehearsals from
7 to 10:30 p.m. and holds membership in Omicron Delta Kappa, the
National Leadership Honors Society.
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times caught up with
the 2000 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) one
week before she took the stage as Sally.
When asked about the range of
roles she has held, especially March
and Bowles, Bezrutczyk responded,
“Those two characters live totally
different lives – different morals, different time periods, different childhoods, different exposure to life. The
two things they have in common is
that they fall in love and get pregnant,
but even then they react differently
and do not have the same ending.”
“Each character has stretched my
imagination,” she shared, “and I’ve
discovered that to be one of the most
important aspects in acting. The script

only gives you what is spoken, but if
you use your imagination
and figure out why a character was motivated to

productions. She credited the experience with helping her prepare for
her Cabaret role.
“DTF was the most inspiring and

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

WESTFIELD – Tamaques Elementary School fifth grader Matthew Ritter wants to visit the rain
forest someday. However, if humans
remain unfriendly to the environment, will there be enough of it left
for him to see?
This is just one of the issues concerning the young Westfielder, who
recently had his poem published in
the book, “Dream Makers,” which
will benefit The Children’s Aid
Society’s (CAS), an organization
which reaches out to needy children
and their families.
Matthew hopes that his poem,
which addresses everything from
environmental issues to war, will
help humankind to stop the wheels
of hatred and selfishness from churning and, instead, put brighter hopes
for the future into motion.
When he was a fourth grader at
Tamaques, School Librarian Susan
Locascio encouraged Matthew to
submit his writing to CAS, which
was looking to compile children’s
poems and prose for the inspirational
book.
“She thought I would get my poem
in,” Matthew said of Ms. Locascio.
“Matt’s comments are always extremely observant,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “He asks
penetrating questions and is a
thoughtful child. He has thoughts
well beyond his years.”
After he was invited to read his
poem over Tamaques’ loudspeaker,
Ms. Locascio met up with Matthew
and made a point of telling him how
proud she was.
Matthew’s poem asks readers to be
more conscious of the needs of others, the planet, animals, to reject the
cruelty of war, to have our soldiers
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mention the
name Emily Dickinson, and the
prolific writing of a shy middleaged woman who never intended
her writing to be known to the
world readily springs to mind.
A recently-released book by
Westfield resident and County College of Morris professor of English, Maryanne Garbowsky adds
a new dimension to the writings of
the 19th century American poet
by discussing the role Dickinson’s
poetry plays in the inspiration of
the artistic vision of others.
In “Double Vision: Contem-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCAT AT THE TRAT...Arturo with Lywanda Carroll Trio commanded the
jazzed-up scene at Westfield’s Northside Trattoria on Jazz Night.

This Way Please…
‘All That Jazz,’
Reservations Only
might find in a prized hovel in New
York or Paris.
WESTFIELD -- There is plenty
The tables are exquisitely preof activity when you enter the res- sented and ready to go. Welltaurant. One hears the friendly chat- schooled servers are immediately
ter of diners already taking place. In at your beck and call.
the front to the left, chefs and helpIt’s “bring your own” bottle of wine
ers scurry behind the glass-covered
– suggested to set off the multipreparation counter as they
course dinner. Perhaps a New
deal with assorted “front
Zealand white and a Chilroom” dishes and takeean Red would provide
It is a little baffling
out requests. You
the variety to match
can’t miss this just
how two Irish lads,
the span of the cuibehind the Maitre
sine.
Chris and Timothy
‘D stand.
On this WednesBoyle,
can
pull
off
If there is a short
day, September
such
a
Jazz
night
feawait, slip left or right
Jazz Night, the speturing fine and innoto the front wincially occasioned
dowed counter and
vative Italian cuisine.
menu featured an asstools. If you’re a regusortment of salads;
lar, dump your used wine
entrees of red snapper,
corks in the window front
chicken potpie, lasagna,
bin, which is quickly filling up –
stuffed chicken; desserts inchat a while and watch the rest of the cluded fresh berries, wine cake and
world outside.
some kind of swanky ice cream;
Notice how couples confer as they espresso and cappuccino.
funnel in, or as cars pull up and the
Everything was elegantly prepassengers peer in trying to judge pared and well described on the
the size of the crowd. Characteristi- menu. The folks at our table made
cally, the driver looks ahead or across sure to order one of everything so
the street to the parking lot for that that we could sample.
choice spot. More often than not,
I don’t critique the stuff – I just
the driver has little difficulty park- eat it if I like it. I was stuffed.
ing after discharging his party.
The dinner was pleasantly paced,
“This way please,” says Tom, the never with a neglected pause and
Maitre ‘D this night.
time was yours without a rush.
With reservations for the monthly
Upon coffee service, the lights
Jazz Night, it is not the Bob Uecker dimmed as the Arturo with Lywanda
“front row” seats for you. Being Carroll Trio took center stage
escorted to your table, one enters (room). It was “All Jazz” for two
through to the privacy, set off by the hours without break — capturing
draped doorway, opening into the the audience with an array of mood
filled and lively “Backroom Café,”
liken to what one
Continued on Page 19
By HORACE R.CORBIN
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Maryanne Garbowsky
Photo Courtesy of the Dorset Theatre Festival, taken by William J. Aupperlee

LITTLE WOMEN, BIG TALENT…As a conservatory student, Meryl
Bezrutczyk offered one of her signature performances during the Dorset
Theatre Festival’s Little Women production in Vermont this summer. Pictured,
left to right, are: Emily Mostyn-Brown, Actor’s Equity Association members
Regina Taufen and Paula Mann, Meryl, and Stephanie Marquis.

say it or what is really going on in the
character’s mind, then acting is so
much fun.”
“As the character, you need to go
to those places in your imagination
and really experience what the script
gives you,” she added. “To do this,
you really have to work that imagination muscle.”
This summer, Bezrutczyk took
another interesting role — as a conservatory student at the Dorset Theatre Festival (DTF) in Vermont, where
she starred in Little Women and other

educational theatrical experience of
my life,” Bezrutczyk said. “For the
first time, I was working with Equity
actors. This was a treat in itself because they were so interesting to
watch, as well as supportive of the
creative process (in rehearsal).
At DTF, Bezrutczyk was also cast
as Ginevra Boynton in Agatha
Christie’s Appointment with Death.
“As we all know, Meg is the older
sister in the March Family, who falls
in love and gets married. Meanwhile,
Continued on Page 19
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See Matthew Ritter’s poem
On Page 19
back on the homeland, to aid the
poor, and to shun hatred.
While that may seem like a pretty
tall order for a young boy, those are
his dreams and they are not uncommon to the minds of America’s youth.

In fact, the ideals reflected in
Matthew’s poem are precisely what
CAS was looking for when they chose
from over 1,000 entries.
Children’s book author and illustrator Neil Waldman suggested
“Dream Makers” to CAS as a vehicle
which might inspire other children
to write about their aspirations in
order to help them maintain their
Continued on Page 19
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Bracing Yourself for ‘Isa’s’ Wrath?
Here Are Some Clever Survival Tips
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once upon a time there was a toddler named
Isabella. The Nellie Oleson of New Jersey, she was
“Isa” for short, and unfortunately, my goddaughter’s
playmate. Much like the impending Hurricane Isabel,
which is about to take a chunky bite out of the Tri
State area, Isa was a terror.
We’d go outside to play on the swings and she’d
be lurking in the distance, with her intimidating sneer
and pigtails sticking up like devil’s horns. Vowing
disaster to the fragile egos of her tiny peers, like a
whirling dervish in a reckless whirl, she left despair in
her path and tears in her wake.
And, when she came to visit, you always sensed her arrival. Neighbors battened down the hatches, front doors were locked, children took
cover in their sandboxes, and the sky turned a murky gray. Then black.
Now, here comes another Isa threatening doom. But, after you’ve
stocked up on plywood to board up the windows, batteries and
flashlights to guide your way through the darkness, remember that
there are a few ways to weather this storm and catch a couple of
rainbows on the other side.
Rent the Denzel Washington hit about the blockbuster boxer The
Continued on Page 19

REFLECTIONS ON CANVAS
Fine Art & Custom Framing

20% OFF Custom Framing
Museum Framing • Needlework Framing • Fine Art Restoration • 23 Karet Gold Framing
Canvas, Lithographs, Engravings, Etchings, Posters, Prints • 2,000 Frame Samples To Choose From

227 Elmer Street, Westfield NJ • 908-232-3745
Located 3 doors from Westfield Diner

Tuesday thru Saturday: 9:30 to 5:30 • Thursday ‘till 8:00 • Closed Sunday & Monday

porary Artists Look At the Poetry
of Emily Dickinson,” Garbowsky
delves into the creativity of 17
contemporary visual artists, and
focuses on the way the work of
each has been influenced by
Dickinson’s poetry.
Garbowsky, who holds a doctoral degree in English from Drew
University, has dedicated her career to the study of Dickinson’s
life and contributions to American literature.
Her first book, “The House
Without the Door: A Study of
Emily Dickinson and the Illness
of Agoraphobia,” focuses on the
present-day explanation of the
then-unknown reason for the
poet’s reclusive life.
A refreshing new approach to
Dickinson, in “Double Vision”
Garbowsky explores how
Dickinson’s poetry became the creative genesis for the artwork of each
portrayed artist, be it painting,
printmaking, sculpture or book arts.
She based her discussion upon personal interviews, phone conversations and written correspondence.
In some cases, she traveled to the
artists to see their work in person.
“The works of art represented
in “Double Vision” are also poetry, only in a different format,”
commented Garbowsky. Images
of 13 of the 17 represented artists
are included in the book. All the
images are in color.
“Every artist has been influenced
by Dickinson in an individual way.”
she continued. Some of the artists
found entire poems inspired entire
works of art. Others found a single
line to be the inspiration for a work’s
title. Still another artist speaks of
the way her work was “stalled”
until, after reading Dickinson, she
was able to re-approach her art
with renewed enthusiasm and creative energy.
Garbowsky learned of the artists, who lived throughout the
United States, by word of mouth.
“While ‘Double Vision’ discusses only 17 artists, there were
many, many more whose work I
could have included,” she said.
“All of the artists I approached
about this project were wonderfully receptive and cooperative,”
she continued. “I also found it
interesting that Dickinson inspired both male and female artists alike.”
Collectively, each portrayed
artist has been the recipient of
Dickinson’s
influence,
Garbowsky, however, wants her
readers to understand that the images in “Double Vision” are not
illustrations of Dickinson’s poetry, but inspirations based upon
visual interpretations.
In addition to her position as
full-time professor at the County
College of Morris for over 20 years,
Continued on Page 19
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If his music career ever stalls, he
could easily hit the stand-up circuit.
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Standout songs included the raWestfield Leader and The
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dio-hit from his BF5 days, “Brick,”
HOLMDEL – On an irrepressibly which is ironically the most depressmuggy night, Ben Folds and Tori ing song in Folds’ catalog, as well as
Amos attempted to entertain the ca- “Army” from BF5’ third album.
Folds’ piano gyrations were remipacity crowd at the PNC Bank Arts
niscent of a young Elton
Center in Holmdel that
John, as he jumped all
braved the jungle-like
over the piano and conconditions with some
ducted different sides
good old rock and roll.
of the Arts Center audiOne artist succeeded,
ence to sing the differwhile one did not.
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songs, whereupon the
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erately successful band,
with glee.
Ben Folds Five (BF5),
Before we knew it, an
in favor of a solo career,
Tori Amos
hour had passed and the
opened the show alone
crowd was frenzied.
on solo acoustic piano.
Very rarely does an
For one hour, he
opening act receive an
amazed the crowd with
encore, but Folds did
a mix of material from
and he played two
his Ben Folds Five days
more numbers before
as well as a nice selecfinally leaving the
tion from his first solo
stage for good.
album, “Rockin’ the
How would Amos
Suburbs,” as well as a
top this performance?
tune that he just comThe answer became
pleted that afternoon.
Ben Folds
clear three songs into
In addition to being a
gifted pianist, singer and songwriter, her set that she wouldn’t be able to do
Folds is also one heck of a comedian. so. Whether it was the heat or the fact
that it was Amos’ 40th birthday, her
two-hour set was extremely mellow.
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Sorta Fairytale” from her new Scarlet’s
e. ll
Mo
Walk album, as well as “Cornflake
Girl” and “God.” The rest of the set
was pleasant, but rather slow.
Introducing two new classes for 2004
Though Folds and Amos’ road crew
Fairy Tales, Folklore, and Fables
serenaded Amos with a rendition of
For children 6-10
The Beatles’ “Birthday,” thinking that
Advanced Audition Prep
it would pep-up the normally exuberMonologue and audition prep for high school, college, or
ant Amos, she returned for a second
theater auditions
encore, performing the Fleetwood Mac
mid-life crisis epic, “Landslide,” with
At American Performance Studios
its peppy chorus, “I’m getting older
Our students gain: Self confidence, self discipline, self esteem,
too.”
And most importantly,
While I can sympathize with Amos
for feeling introspective on her birthA love of performing to last a Lifetime!
day, I felt that, as a professional
entertainer, she should have left that
908-233-3622 or 908-654-3899
pensive mood in the dressing room
aps885@comcast.net
and been cognizant of the 17,000
romefestival@yahoo.com
profusely sweating people in the auP.O. Box 1445 Mountainside, NJ 07092
dience who wanted to rock.
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