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SIXTY CENTS

Sexual Harassment by Ex-Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —A Westfield police
detective has filed a sexual harass-
ment lawsuit against the town, the
Westfield Police Department (WPD)
andformer policechief Bernard Tracy.
The detective, Sandra Chambers of
Plainfield, has been employed by the
WPD since 1995.

The six-count lawsuit, served on
Westfield on December 14, aleges
that “ during atwo-year period, Chief
Tracy regularly called Detective
Chambers at home, during non-
working hours and late into the
evening” and that Mr. Tracy invited
Detective Chambers “to call him on
his personal cell phone.”

Mr. Tracy retired from the depart-
ment in September 2005 and accepted
ajob with the Linden Public Schools

as a school security officer.

Detective Chambers admitted that
she and Mr. Tracy had been friends,
and that then-Chief Tracy invited her
to attend a convention in 2003 with
him in Washington, D.C., paid for by
the police department.

“While at the convention, Detec-
tive Chambers worked very hard to
make contactsthat would benefit the
Westfield Police Department,” De-
tective Chambers allegesin the suit.
“While at the convention, Chief
Tracy commented to Detective
Chambers and others that she was
not spending enough time with him,
and hefelt that she had * abandoned’
him.”

The detective alleges that the
former chief “intimated that he was
hopeful that while they were at the
conventlon heand DetectlveCham-

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

NOT ENOUGH...Blue Devils senior guard Mike Venezia takes a foul shot at
Thursday’s game against rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders. He scored 19
points, but Westfield fell, 63-57, in double overtime. See story on page 11.

Officials: UC Not Favored
For Pilot BOE Consolidation

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Union County is
not slated to be picked as part of a
proposed bill for acountywide school
district pilot program, state elected
officials revealed at Tuesday night's
board of education meeting.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield,
and Lynne Strickland, executive di-
rector of the Garden State Coalition
of Schools, appeared beforethe BOE
to report on the status of this pro-
posed hill.

“The hill is not dead yet, but the
possihility of the potential for Union
County seems to be far removed,”
said Ms. Strickland.

Mr. Kean said, “I have received a
response from the senate side that
[the bill] would not be amended to
include Union County at this time.
But all that would need to change is
one or two words and Union County
could be included.”

He expressed his opposition to the
proposed hill, going on to say, “Not
once has the public been given the
normal opportunity that they would
have on any other hill, in any other
process, to come before senate com-
mittee or assembly committee, to tes-
tify about their opinionson thesehills.
It is the wrong way to make policy.”

Mr. Kean asked the board and the
public to get involved in the process.
Hesaid, “Wehavetowork on abipar-
tisan basis. | am urging the residents
of Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to not only e-mail the Gov-

ernor (Jon Corzine), the Senate Presi-
dent (Richard Codey) and theAssem-
bly Speaker (Joe Roberts) about their
opinions, but also to e-mail your
friends and relatives throughout this
state, so that they can contact their
representatives to express their dis-
satisfaction aswell. This needsto be
a grassroots movement if we are go-
ing to save our schools”

In other business, the board dis-
cussed the proposed bond referen-
dum to be voted upon on Tuesday,
January 23. Business Administrator
Robert Berman presented areview of
completed projects under past bonds
and notedthat thelargestjobleft tobe
completed under the $21,495,000
bond passed in 2000 istherenovation
of the air-conditioning system in
Westfield High School’s auditorium,
cafeteriaand music room for an esti-
mated price tag of $950,000.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said, “It is important to
note that all the projects were com-
pleted below the cost that was esti-
mated. So we did what we said we
were going to do for alittle less than
we thought it would cost. | think we
can say that our track record with
bonds has been good.”

The board discussed the possibil-
ity of atering the existing schedule
by closing schoolson election day in
November and making changes to
the four-hour daysused inthefall for
curriculum preparation and parent-
teacher conferences. The board will
discuss the matter further at next
week’smeeting and voteon thetopic.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

LISTENING INTENTLY ...Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage, |eft, and New Jer-
sey Governor Jon Corzine obser ve proceedingsat Sunday’s Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting. See story on page 2.

bers could become even better
friends.”

After spurning his advances, De-
tective Chambers claims the former
chief’s “demeanor toward [her] was
decidedly cool and distant,” and that
he “limited” his contact with the de-
tective after the convention.

The third count of the lawsuit,
which alleges sexual harassment,
states, “[Detective Chambers] was
treated differently because shewould
not engage in inappropriate sexual
conduct with Chief of Police Bernard
F Tracy.”

In March 2005, then-Chief Tracy
suspended the detective and at-
tempted to have her terminated fol-
lowing an internal affairs investiga-
tion as to whether she reportedly
fixed a parking ticket for her son.
Detective Chambers, who spent most
of the year on paid suspension, was
then the subject of a disciplinary
hearing.

As reported by The Westfield
Leader, a hearing officer found her
guilty on five of seven charges of the
ticket fix and for lying about it during
a police department internal investi-
gation. She was suspended for 15
days without pay.

Detective Chambers was found
guilty by hearing officer James
Damato of official misconduct, ne-
glect of duty, “illegal reduction or
deletion of a parking summons for
personal gain, conduct unbecoming
of a police officer and using her
authority to influence or modify the
action of another officer.” Two
charges of false swearing were dis-
missed.

She alleges in the lawsuit that the
real reason Mr. Tracy had her sus-
pended “was because she would not
engage in an inappropriate quid pro
quo relationship with Chief Tracy.”

During Detective Chambers' dis-
ciplinary hearing, her attorney,
Hassen Abdellah, questioned Mr.
Tracy: “Thereisan allegation that at
some point you had a relationship
with Detective Chambers and as a
result of what she would not do, you
began to retaliate against her. And
the purpose of bringing this action
against her isto retaliate because she
wouldn’t do what you wanted her to
do.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Councilman

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Inits first confer-
ence session of 2007, the council
discussed therash of recent theftsand
the “confusion” over Christmas tree
removal.

FirstWard Councilman Sal Caruana
addressed the recent thefts of nativity
figures from area Roman Catholic
churches.

Calling the acts — which occurred
at St. Helen’s and Holy Trinity
Churches on New Year's Eve and
January 2, respectively — “hate
crimes,” he related the incidents to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s insis-
tence on “the importance of respect
and tolerance in the fight for equal-
ity.”

He added, “Taken together, these
actsappear to be premeditated acts of
religious hatred. Under statelaw, any
vandalism of a religious institution
carries the presumption of bias and
automatically becomespunishableas

NO DUMPING

X--MAS TREES IN

TAMAQUES PARK LOTS.
BRING YOUR TREE T0 THE
CONSERVATION CENTER

LOCATED ON LAMBERTS MILL RD
CENTER WILL BE OPEN
JAN.6--20 FEB, 3--17 MARCH 3.7
FROM 9:00 AM---3:00 PM
RN WESTFIELD RES!DEHTS

Benjamin B Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TREE TROUBLE...A pile of discarded Christmastreessitsin the parking lot of Tamaques Park in Westfield on Sunday,
despite a sign noting that trees should not be dumped there. The conservation center was not open on Sunday, causing
residents to dump trees outside. See related notice below.

Westfield School $9.4-Mil Bond
Referendum Spar ks Debate

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —Westfield voters
will head back to the polls on Tues-
day, January 23, for aspecial election
on a $9.4-million education bond.

One part of the bond proposal re-
guests$6 millionto renovate Lincoln
School at 728 Westfield Avenue so it
may serveasanearly childhoodlearn-
ing center. The center would house
al of the town’s kindergartners and
disabled pre-kindergarten students.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader, Westfield Public Schools
Community Relations Coordinator
Lorre Korecky cited alegal mandate
to provide educational opportunities
for disabled studentsat the pre-k level
and the disadvantage of such stu-
dents' present location at Edison In-
termediate School.

“Right now, we have young chil-
dren going to the same school with
teenagers. Wewouldliketoplacethose
young children in Lincoln,” she said.

Referring to Westfield's burgeon-
ing school population, bond support-
ers say centralizing kindergarten
classes would free classrooms in -

ementary schoolsand enableelemen-
tary schoolsto keep class sizesto no
more than 25 students — the size en-
couraged by Westfield school spolicy.

The change would make classroom
space available for dedicated art and
musicroomsat theelementary schools.
Currently, most Westfield art and mu-
sicteachers operate from carts, travel-
ing from classroom to classroom, Ms.
Korecky said.

The Lincoln School building most
recently housed Hillcrest Academy,
an aternative high school for Union
County. Ms. Korecky said that while
the building was adequate for high-
school students, it would be inad-
equate for the education of pre-k dis-
abled students and kindergartners.

Westfield Schools Superintendent
of Schools William Foley told The
Leader, “If we useit for akindergar-
ten, it will house five-year-olds. You
haveto make different types of facili-
ties, including bathrooms, sinks and
an elevator. That building, right now,
isrunning an old steam hest system.
Wewill add air conditioningand make
it a good facility. We can’t ask
(Westfield parents) to put kids in the

Caruana Denounces Recent
Nativity Figurine Thefts as Hate Crimes

a hate crime”

Police Chief John Parizeau said the
person (or people) involved “techni-
caly, (would) probably serve some
time. (If it's @) first time offender, |
doubt it. For ajuvenile, itwouldn’'t be
anincarceration, but (heor she) would
do community service.”

Heindicated that one statue is val-
ued at over $1,000.

Fellow First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse said, “ It'sappalling; |
echo what Sal iswriting. | hope you
either find them, or some conscience
comesthrough with these peoplewho
didit”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan asked — if the act is
classified a hate crime — would the
police’s “hands (be) tied” as an au-
thority?

The chief said if deemed a hate
crime, it would carry an additional
charge.

Third Ward Councilman David
Haas suggested adopting aresolution

Christmas Tree Disposal Notice

Westfield Schedule

WESTFIELD — Town Adminis-
trator JamesGildeatold TheLeader/
Timesthat “ Christmastreesmay now
be brought to the Conservation Cen-
ter (on Rahway Avenue) due to the
new winter schedule.”

All decorations, lightsand wiring
must betaken off treesprior to drop-
ping them off at the Conservation
Center. Accordingly, Christmastrees
are not to be deposited in Tamagues
Park asinpast years. Christmastrees
will not be picked up by the Town of
Westfield curbside.

The Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter will be opened every other (alter-
nating) Saturday: January 6 and 20,
February 3 and 17, March 3 and 17,
between the hours of 9 am. to 3
p.m., weather permitting.

For further information, call (908)
789-4100 ext. 600 or see the town
website: westfieldnj.gov. In addi-
tion, regular updates will be broad-

cast on TV-36.
Thisisthe second year of thisnew
system in Westfield.

Scotch Plains Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Tom Atkins told The
Leader/Times that the Department
of Public Workswill pick up Christ-
mas trees from curbside beginning
on January 16, 2007 and should be
completed in seven days thereafter.

Mr. Atkins also noted, “ Residents
can also drop off their tree at the
Department (of Public Works) on
PlainfieldAvenue, if they wouldlike,
any time before January 29, 2007.
Obviously, we would prefer busi-
ness hours but we handle the others
too. Business hours really keep
things more orderly and potentially
avoiding the dropping off/dumping
of other stuff too. Wereally only say
drop off if they misstheprogramthe
week of the 16th.”

asacouncil to show “that asawhole
community, we are appalled.”

The council concurred and will ar-
range to formulate a resolution that
both recognizes Dr. King and con-
demns the acts.

In response to Ms. Neylan's com-
ment on the “confusion about drop-
ping off Christmas trees,” Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildeasaid thisisthe
second year of a program that speci-
fies that trees should no longer be
dumped at Tamaques Park, but rather
at the Lamberts Mill Road conserva-
tion center.

Hesaidinthepast, (whenresidents
left trees at the park) the town found
that it “was collecting and disposing
of a lot more than Westfield trees.
There’s no real mechanism to really
control that. Also, our conservation
center is right across the street.”

The conservation center, he said,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

school (in its present condition).”
Some bond opponents object spe-
cifically to asking Westfield parentsto
send a kindergartener to a school that
may not be in the child's own neigh-
borhood. They argue that centralizing
kindergarten classes is counter to the
neighborhood-school model.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Thieves Tar get
Nativity Scenes

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Multiple local
Roman Catholic churches have re-
ported the theft during the holiday
season of nativity figures from out-
door displays on parish grounds.

The Westfield Police Department
received a report on December 31
that a three-foot baby Jesus figure,
hand-made of synthetic waterproof
material, wasremoved from acreche
in front of St. Helen's Church on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

On January 2, the Holy Trinity
Church of Westfield reported thetheft
of itsinfant Jesus statue from aman-
ger scene on its property. The church
is located in the 300 block of First
Street.

Authoritiesconfirmedthat theHoly
Trinity statue later was discovered
smashed ontheproperty of theDooley
Colonial Home on Westfield Avenue
in Westfield.

In addition to those removed from
the Westfield churches, four statues
werereported stolenfromacrécheon
thefront lawn of St. AgnesChurchon
Madison Hill Road in Clark, includ-
ing thefiguresof Mary, Joseph, Jesus
and one of the wise men.

There are currently no suspectsin
any of the cases.

The Westfield Town Council Tues-
day night, at the suggestion of Third
Ward Councilman David Haas, de-
cided to formulate a resolution both
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and denouncing the acts as “hate
crimes’ after First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana read a statement con-
demning the thefts.

“As acouncilman, my hope isthat
the individual (s) responsible are ap-
prehended and prosecuted to the full

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GAINING GRANT...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence) presents a
$69,417 check per afederal grant totheMountainsideFire Department toreplace
abackup generator. Pictured, from left toright, are: MountainsideM ayor Robert
Viglianti, Rep. Ferguson, fire official George McGrath, Fire Chief Neill Williams

and Deputy Chief Kenny Lawrence.
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. - David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
Y2K BABY...Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy poses with resident Victoria
Napolitano, 7, the first Garwood baby to be born on New Year’s Day in 2000.

M ountainside Schools Rank

High in State Test Rankings

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE—Mountainside
students rank among the top in the
state and county in multiple key cat-
egories, accordingtorecently rel eased
state testing rankings.

Board of Education President John
Perrin announced the results at Tues-
day night’s board meeting.

Among dl “I” district schools in
the state, the borough ranked number
one in fourth-grade math.

Mountainside also ranked first in
Union County in multiple categories,
including eighth-gradeL anguageArts
Literacy (LAL), eighth-grade Ad-
vanced Proficiency (AP) Math,
eighth-grade Science and eighth-
grade AP Science.

The district ranked in the top 10
percent of the state in more than half
of the tested subject areas.

Chief School Administrator (CSA),
Richard O’ Malley saidtheresultsare
a “significant accomplishment,” not
only in county rankings but state-
wide.

“We are producing some high
achievingstudents,” hesaid. “Wewant
to continue down that path.”

As afollow-up to last week’s spe-
cial BOE meeting regarding the
CORE Proposals hills which have
been proposedinthe statelegislature,
Mr. Perrin said the representatives of
Legidative District 21 (LD-21) in-
formed him that the bills were not
revisited whenthe New Jersey Legis-
lature reconvened on Monday.

One hill (S-10/A-4) proposes a
countywide “super” superintendent
withlocal veto powers. A second (S-7/
A-8) would introduce a pilot program
for a countywide administration.

While Mr. Perrin thanked those
residents who attended last week’s
meeting, attended by Republicans
Senator TomKean, Jr. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (both LD-21), he
added, “ be advised these thingsdon't
just go away.”

“Mountainsidelovesitspublicedu-
cation system,” Mr. Perrin said later
in the meeting. He added, “For that
(system) to be stripped away” by the
proposed legidation would be nega-
tive for the district.

The BOE passed severa motions,
including one which “ opposes any at-
tempt to force school districts to con-
solidate but would support attemptsto
consolidate purchasing services.”

“There's a multitude of ways that
wesharecostsand services,” saidBOE
VicePresident MaryBeth Schaumberg.
“Wearean efficient district,” shesaid,
adding that Mountainside would be
“the first ones to get slapped” if
countywide districts are implemented
through the state legidature.

The BOE aso passed a motion
recognizing January as" School Board
Recognition Month.”

The New Jersey School Boards
Association and the National School
Boards Association designate this
time so that “all residents might ac-
knowledge the contributions made
by our local school bard members’
who volunteer their time.

Mrs. Schaumberg said a similar
motion was passed last year to “ac-
knowledge our existence.”

Aspartof alarger SecureOur Schools
grant given by the Department of Jus-
tice, theBOE approvedtheuseof $2,500
towards allowing the Mountainside
Palice Department (MPD) remote ac-
cessto camerasinsde Beechwood and
Deerfield schools.

TheMPD obtainedthefederal grant
in2005 on behalf of theMountainside
school district.

In other business, the BOE ap-
pointed a new eighth-grade science
teacher, Amy Lefanto, to replace
Wendy Milligan, whose termination
is effective February 9.

“We look forward to her arriving
and getting started,” said Mr.
O'Malley. HesaidMss. L efanto comes

“highly recommended.”

TheBOE saiditiswaitingto begin
negotiations with the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA) for a
successor contract. Thecurrent three-
year contract expires June 30.

TheMEA negotiatescontractterms
and conditions on behalf of most dis-
trict employees.

Mr. Perrin said the BOE is
“chomping at thebit” to get started on
negotiations, adding that the BOE
first notified the MEA in November
that discussions should commence.

“We have reached out several
times” to the MEA, he said.

Heencouragedresidentstooffertheir
input on negotiations. Residents can
reach Mr. O'Malley at (908) 232-3232
or email romalley@mountainside
schools.org.

The next BOE meeting is Tuesday,
January 23, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Beechwood School Media Center.

Patterson Calls GW Mayor,
Borough Council ‘Thugs

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD - A night that ended
with aresident calling the mayor and
borough council “thugs’ and “ crimi-
nals’ concerning thetiming of aletter
sent about St. Anne's School began
with an update on the North Avenue
Mews project.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
opened the first council session of
the year Tuesday night by stating
that he will meet with developers of
the M ewsnext week to go over docu-
ments.

“1 have been meeting with them
bi-monthly, and they have been co-
operative in regards to keeping up
with needed paperwork,” Mr. Renaud
said.

In other matters, Councilman
Walter Tucker, chairman of the Pub-
lic Health and Safety Committee,
spoke about newly appointed patrol-
man Officer David Perrotta.

Mr. Tucker noted that the officer is
“adjusting well to the department and
ison hisway to completing histrain-
ing.”

Mr. Tucker spoke about the new
Home Safety Inspection Program,
which alows residents to have a
home-saf ety eval uation conducted by
a member of the police department.
The officer would make recommen-
dations on how to make the home
safer.

Sergeant Michael Wilson, Police
Officer Douglas Stoffer and dis-
patcher John Drone created the pro-
gram, Mr. Tucker said. The
Garwood PBA (No.117) also do-
nated high-efficiency light bulbs
to seniors in order to alleviate the
cost of leaving aconventional light
bulb on at night, dispatcher Drone
told The Westfield Leader Wednes-
day morning.

Metal Detectors Considered
For Mountainsde Court

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE—Theborough
council on Tuesday night will offi-
cially appoint Jill Goode as chief
finance officer effective January 1
and Dianne Marus as part-time su-
pervisor of accounts effective Febru-
ary 1. Both employees will work in
the borough’s finance department.

In other news at Tuesday’s agenda
session, the mayor and council re-
ceived arequest from Recreation Di-
rector Frank Masella to honor
Mountainside players who received
the Inter-County Youth Soccer
League's “Keep it Positive” Good
Sportsmanship Award. These players
include Mountainside residents
Nicholas Gordin, Lee Sport, Kim-
berly Osigja and non-resident Max
Menaker.

Also received was a raffle applica-
tion for an on premise 50/50 draw
raffle from the Center for Hope Hos-
pice & Pdliative Care.

The governing body will renew a
contract for health serviceswith the
Westfield Regional Board of Health
in the amount of $32,334, an in-
crease of $708 over last year.

Late 2006 municipal budget trans-
ferswereannounced intheamount of
$12,878, dating from the last council
meeting to December 31, 2006. Inan
amendment to the 2007 temporary
budget, $900 will go towards the sal-
ary of the public defender, $250 to-
wards zoning and $8,000 towards
other insurance.

Asrecommended by the State Su-
preme Court, the mayor and coun-
cil discussed the need for two metal
detectorsin the municipal building.
The metal detectors would prima-
rily beused on municipal court days,
Thursday mornings at 9 am. and
the last Wednesday of every month
at 5 p.m. Signs would be posted
warning those entering that they
may be subjected to a full search.
Each metal detector would cost
$3,000 and would be the same as
machines used in the county court-
house.

Additionally, Mayor Robert
Viglianti announced he would intro-
duce an ordinance establishing the
position of the website coordinator
for mountainside-nj.com. Officials
said the position would be given to
Adam Lieb in addition to hisrole as
assistant recreation director. Noting
the website’'s recent upgrade, the
mayor and council denied Union
County’srequest to apply for ashared
feasibility grant application, which
would combine the whole county to
one website and e-mail server.

“We're very happy with the ser-
vices we have,” the mayor said.

The mayor expressed his hopes to
create a similar position for
Mountainside’s public access Chan-
nel 35, which would ultimately lead
to more community events getting
recorded.

“It's very hard to find someone
withA, theknowledgeto beabletodo
the job and B, the experience or de-
sire to want to do it,” said Council-
man Keith Turner. “ Some people will
hammer someone’'s work with com-
plaintsinstead of volunteering them-
selves.”

Officials announced that improve-
ments have been made to TV-35, in-
cluding the recent purchase of anew
portable digital camera. The station
is going forth with TelVue Virtual
Television Networks on its proposed
enhancement for public access tele-
vision in which TVTN will deliver a
programming feed to fill in network
voids.

The borough council will aso in-
troduce an ordinance next Tuesday
regarding pool membership fees for
the Mountainside Community Pool.
Council members said pool member-
ships would not be included in the
newly expanded 7-percent state sales
tax.

Another bond ordinance, not to
exceed $3,000,000, will beintroduced
for the costs of variousroad improve-
ments in the borough.

Mayor Viglianti made a proclama-
tion making March 2007 “Youth Art
Month.”

Detective Chambers L awsuit

“Are you aware of that?” Mr.
Abdellah asked. “ She wouldn’'t com-
ply; she wouldn’t submit.”

“That's absurd,” Mr. Tracy re-
sponded at that time.

The detective also charged that
another detective, Lisa Perrotta
(who testified in Detective Cham-
bers' disciplinary hearing), had a
summons improperly voided, but
did not face departmental charges
as Detective Chambers did. She al-

908.232.2122

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS * FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE * DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES « MEDIATION

24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

fax: 908.232.4351

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

leged that former parking services
director John Morgan and special
officer Jonathan Pierce both “failed
to follow procedure,” but were not
disciplined or terminated, respec-
tively.

“Inlate 2005, in afurther attempt to
portray Detective Chambersinanega-
tivelight, Chief Tracy fasely stated to
othersthat Detective Chamberswas a
leshian,” the lawsuit aleges.

Detective Chambersseeksunspeci-
fied compensatory and punitive dam-
ages, counsel fees and court costs, in
addition to atrial by jury.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said although Detective Chambers
had previously “threatened” to file
legal action against the town, thisis
thefirstlawsuit shehasfiledincourt.

“1t’s been turned over to our insur-
ance (representative) to determine
digibility for coverage,” hesaid, not-
ing that Westfield isamember of the
Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance
Fund, which would review the case
and assign an attorney.

Detective Chambers deferred all
comments to her attorney, Eric
Pennington of Newark. Mr.
Pennington was unavailable when
contacted for comment on Friday and
Tuesday.

Resident Bruce Paterson, during
public comment, said he had heard
from severa residents that they were
“threatened” by council members if
they didn’t remove his election sign
fromtheir lawns. Mr. Paterson lost to
Mayor Dennis McCarthy in Novem-
ber.

Mr. Paterson aso said he heard
from someone that a butcher shop
owner wastold by agovernment offi-
cia tonotcirculatehis“ TREE” news-
| etter.

While speaking at the podium,
Mayor McCarthy’'s wife, Debbie,
addressed Mr. Paterson, saying that
sheused to go to the butcher shop, but
did not any longer. Shedenied telling
anyone not to distribute his newslet-
ter.

“1 don't tell anyone who to vote
for,” she said. “I don't tell anyone
where to shop. | chose to stop shop-
ping therefor personal reasons; it had
nothing to do with politics. It's my
personal choiceto shopwherel want,
and had nothing to do with the elec-
tion”

Mr. Paterson also questioned the
mayor on sending aletter out to con-
stituents a few weeks before election
time about residents concerns re-
gardingJamesWardandtheSt.Ann€e's
School proposal.

He said, “You (Mayor McCarthy)
sent the letter out on government
(council) letterhead, but it read like it
was all about you, that you were the
one who was going to try to address
the concerns of the residents. | am
concerned with the timing of the let-
ter —weeks before the election — and
don’t agree with your tactics”

Mr. Paterson called the mayor and
council “thugs” and*“criminals,” add-
ing, “ New Jersey isthelaughingstock
of thecountry, and thereareproblems
that need to be fixed that aren’t.”

The mayor responded that the tim-
ing of theletter had nothingtodowith
the election.

“1 would've sent the letter to the
residentsin September or October,”
he responded. “I was letting the
residents know that | am aware of
their concerns. It's not my fault
(that) the timing of the Mews devel-
opment and issues (were) around
election time. | had nothing to do
with that.”

In other news, Mr. Tucker, chair-
man of the library committee, spoke
about Toddler Story Time, which is
being held by the Garwood Free Pub-
lic Library on Wednesdays at 10:30
am. It began yesterday and will run
for eight weeks. He also spoke about
how circulation increased.

“Itwas 11,267 for 2006, exceeding
the goa of 10,000. This figure was
reached with just eight months of
actual operation of the library,” he
said.

Councilman Charles Lombardo,
chairman of thestreetsand roadscom-
mittee, said the Department of Public
Workswould collect Christmas trees
every Wednesday during the month
of January.

Mr. Tucker mentioned that former
resident Tom Perotta and his movie
Little Children has been nominated
for a Golden Globe Award for Best
Motion Picture-Drama.

Mr. Perottaiis the author of “Little
Children,” “ Joe College,” “Election,”
“TheWishbones’ and“Bad Haircut.”

The finance committee will meet
next month to work on the 2007 bud-
get, said re-appointed Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio, chairwoman of
the finance committee.

In other business, Mr. Paterson, a
member of the celebrations commit-
tee, mentioned the winners of the
Holiday House decorating contest.
First place went to 249 Fourth Av-
enue, second place to 315 Hickory
Avenue, third place to 205 Third Av-
enue and an honorable mention to
231 Spruce Avenue.

WF Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

was normally never open in the win-
ter. It would close during January,
February and March, and open full
time between Thursdays and Sun-
daysin April.

Starting last year, the center re-
mained open for a few days each
month to provide an opportunity to
dispose of trees. “Last week, with
the warm weather and people want-
ing to get rid of trees, we had a
banner day at the conservation cen-
ter and abanner day withtreesaround
the gate and still trees in Tamaques
Park,” he said.

Because higher temperatures are
expected for this weekend, he said
the town would open the conserva-
tion center on Saturday, January 13,
from9am.to3p.m.,inadditiontoits
scheduled opening for January 20.

The facility will aso be open on
two Saturdays in both February and
March and will open for afull season
on April 6.

Thefts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

extent of the law,” he said. “As a
Catholic, my prayer is that the indi-
vidualsinvolvedinthisassault on our
community of faith come to under-
stand the hurtfulness of these actions,
find forgiveness and find the help,
grace or path to be at personal peace.

“Onthe eve of Dr. King's celebra-
tion,” he added, “we are reminded
that each of usisapartner in thefight
against prejudice.”

‘ POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield

Sunday, December 31, after being ar-
rested on a shoplifting charge at a North
Avenue store, Rowland Adeyemo, 22, of
Scotch Plains was held on open warrants
from Newark, for $300, and Belmar, for
$800, until he posted bail.

Sunday, December 31, Pete Septynski,
45, of Westfield wasarrested and charged
with driving whileintoxicated after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
West Broad Street and Rahway Avenue.
He later was released to a responsible
individual.

Tuesday, January 2, a genera contrac-
tor renovating aresidence on the 60 block
of Nomahegan Drive reported the theft of
severa pieces of equipment from the pre-
mises, including a table saw, a hammer
drill, acompound miter saw and acircular
saw. The total value of the missing prop-
erty is $1,077. There were no signs of
forced entry into the residence.

Tuesday, January 2, aresident of the 10
block of Tudor Ova reported the theft of
twoiPodsfromwithin her home. Themiss-
ing property isvalued at $300. There were
no signs of forced entry into the residence.

Wednesday, January 3, Daniel Cam-
pos, 21, of Roselle was arrested at South
Avenue/Crossway Placeontwo outstand-
ing motor vehicle warrants issued by
Watchung. He was released after posting
atotal of $380 ball.

Thursday, January 4, aresident of the
400 block of Highland Avenue reported
that someone damaged his garage by at-
tempting to set it on fire.

Thursday, January 4, aresident of the
700 block of Austin Street reported the
theft of a Nokia camera and a Motorola
cellular telephone from the pocket of a
jacket left unattended during a school
choral concert. The missing property is
valued at approximately $550.

Saturday, January 6, Gary A. Healey,
41, of Westfield was arrested on Moun-
tain Avenue on an outstanding criminal
warrant issued by Garwood. He was re-
leased after posting $560 cash bail.

Sunday, January 7, Hagen A. Lewis, 37,
of Plainfield posted $100 bail at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipa Court.

Scotch Plains

Thursday, January 4, astudent at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
the theft of her iPod from her locker.

Friday, January 5, a resident of
Fanwood reported that, while she was at
her gym, her cellular telephone was re-

moved from her locker. The vaue of the
telephone was $235.

Saturday, January 6, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schoolsreported the theft of hisbook bag
from his locker. The bag contained sev-
eral hundred dollars in cash, police said.

Saturday, January 6, one or more uni-
dentified individual s sprayed graffiti ona
building on Route 22. The damage was
valued at approximately $150.

Sunday, January 7, aresident of Coun-
try Club Lanereported being thevictim of
criminal mischief. According to police,
thetireson hismotor vehiclewered ashed
whilethevehiclewasparked inthedrive-
way. The tires were valued at approxi-
mately $200, police said.

Fanwood

Wednesday, January 3, Erika K.
McFarlane, 34, of Cranford was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
Clifton warrant. She posted bail and was
released.

Friday, January 5, Preston I. Fulford,
34, of Stewartsville was arrested follow-
ing amotor vehiclestop on North Avenue
on outstanding warrants out of Trenton
and Stewartsville. While being taken into
custody, the suspect alegedly resisted
arrest and assaulted two police officers,
policesaid. He subsequently was charged
with two counts of assault and resisting
arrest. Bail was set at $40,000.

Friday, January 5, Efrain Mendoza, 32,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
fieldinvestigation on an outstanding New
Brunswick warrant. According to police,
the suspect also was linked to a hit-and-
run accident. The suspect posted bail and
was released.

Tuesday, January 9, Claudia Moraes-
Morin, 28, of Union was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant following
amotor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. She
posted bail and was released, police said.

Tuesday, January 9, Jose O. Cintron, 24,
of Newark was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue. He also was charged
with providing police with fase informa:
tion, authorities said. Cintron posted the
$500 bail and was released, police said.

Wednesday, January 10, Melody C.
Mendez, 21, of Linden was taken into
police headquarters on suspicion of driv-
ing while intoxicated after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She subsequently was charged
with careless driving, police said. She
was released to a responsible adult.

Westfield School Bond

Ms. Korecky said centralizing kin-
dergarten classesis* not arevolution-
ary idea”

Pointing to other communitiesthat
have adopted the early childhood
learning center model, shesaid, “ Sum-
mit, for example, isin the process of
establishingcentralizedkindergartens
to free up spacefor elementary class-
rooms and also because it has been
found to be a good educational pro-
gram to have al kindergartens under
one roof, with teachers able to col-
laborate and share resources.

“Wevisted suchacenterinBerkeley
Heights several weeks ago,” she said.
She aso mentioned Marlboro and
Springfield — two other communities
that have centralized kindergartens.

Opponents say that redigtricting stu-
dentsat Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schoals could solve the problem
of school overcrowding at Roosevelt.

In aletter to The Leader published
January 4, resident Julie Tarr asks,
“Are we making our kindergartners
bear the burden and disruption of
redistricting instead of taking more
practical stepstoalleviateovercrowd-
ing at Roosevelt Intermediate School
by redistricting this age group?’

Ms. Korecky said, “Wecan't redis-
trict until we get the kindergartners
out of Edison,” but added that
Westfield public school salready have
plans for involuntary redistricting in
2008 if voluntary plans do not work.

Independent of the bond, the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee on Enroll-
ment (CACE) suggested two methods
to encourage involuntary redistricting.

Thefirst plan became instituted in
September 2006 and affects bussing.
Currently, al students between el-
ementary and eighth grades can be
bussed to schoolsif their homesareat
least two miles away. At Roosevelt,
some students entering sixth grade
who fit that eligibility were not of-
fered bussing; however, the district
did tender bussing to Edison.

A second plan to take effect in
September 2007 would offer Mag-
net-like classes at Edison, including
two sessions of Technology/Robot-
ics. Mandarin Chinese has been
dropped because of alack of interest.

“If the magnet program does not
work, then redistricting from
Roosevelt to Edison will take place
regardliess of the bond (outcome),”
Ms. Korecky said.

Mr. Foley said, “ There'sasubstan-
tia imbalanceinenrollment (between
the two schools)...Next year, the en-
tering sixth grade for Roosevelt will
be 280 kids (average classsize of 28).
Edison will have 230 (average class
size of 23).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Inaletter to theeditor published on
December 21 (“Math In Westfield
School Bond Debate; Reader Asks
for One Good Reason”), Westfield
resident Ken Sumner asked, “Why
spend $3 million to solvethe problem
the school has now (overcrowding),
before it is redistricted (presumably
to the correct capacity)?’

“The bond will move pre-schoal
handicapped children out of Edison,”
Mr. Foley said. “If passed, they will be
out of Edison, and that means there's
plenty of capacity. That’swhy wedon’t
need to add classrooms (at Roosavelt).
We're proposing renovations for
Roosevelt. Under current capacity,
there is sufficient space at Edison.”

The bond proposal would funnel
$3.2 million to Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School renovations. A presenta-
tion posted to the Westfield Public
Schoolswebsitestatesthat Roosevelt's
main building is 80 years old, and the
facility needs updated corridors and
stairwells, its breezeway enclosed for
security’s sake and a larger cafeteria

“A amadll cafeteriaat Roosevelt (700
square feet smaller than Edison) limits
lunch to lessthan 20 minutes,” accord-
ing to the presentation. Furthermore,
the presentation saysthe“small library
at Roosevelt (below dtate standards)
can only accommodate one class a a
time” Thus, bond money wouldalsobe
used to expand the school’s library.

The smallest expenditure in the
bond proposal is $200,000 to update
windows at Edison Intermediate
School, which is located on
Westfield's south side, to energy-ef-
ficient modern windows. The com-
paratively small expenditure has
prompted some bond critics to ask
why Westfield's south side parents
should support the bond.

According to the school officials,
thebond debtwoul dmeanthat Westfield
property taxeswould increase approxi-
mately $80 on homes assessed at
$200,000. Mr. Foley said it would cost
homeownersabout “ four centsper $100
of assessed home vaue”

Judy Hoffman, who lives on
Westfield'ssouth sideand whoisalso
president of the Westfield Parent-
Teacher Council said, “Asacommu-
nity, we have to stand together and
make sure all the schools are well-
maintained. It's one community.”

Multiple known individuals have
submitted concerns about the bond
proposal, and though they did not
wish to be named for this story, they
have allowed their comments to be
posted anonymously on The Leader
website at goleader.com/thebuzz.

Michael Pollack contributed tothis
story.

. Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NEW TERM...Assemblyman Neil Cohen (LD-20, Roselle) swears in Union

County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood for his fourth term on the county
freeholder board at the freeholders' reorganization meeting on Sunday.
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SIXTY CENTS

| ndictments Dropped Against
FW Man; Fed. Case Remains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Soecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD —A five-count indict-
ment by a Middlesex County grand
jury against a Fanwood lobbyist, de-
veloper, businessman and Marine
Corpsintelligence specialist wasdis-
missed Monday after the 22-year-old
pleaded guilty to atrespassing charge
following a plea agreement reached
with the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Raj Mukherji had initialy been
indicted on two counts of stalking
and one count each of witness tam-
pering, burglary and contempt. As-
sistant Prosecutor Manuel Sameiro
told The Scotch PI ains-Fanwood

K0 DuuPiNG
X--MAS TREES IN
n'm § PARK LOTS,

BRING YOU

enjamin B. Corbln for

TREE TROUBLE...A pile of discarded Chrlstmastreesesxmh the parking lot of

Times that the burglary charge was
reduced to trespassing and “all the
other charges were dismissed.”

“lthinkitisafair resolutioninlight
of thevictims' desires. They approved
the plea,” Mr. Sameiro said.

The assistant prosecutor pointed
out that aspart of the agreement, Mr.
Mukherji isbanned from having any
contact with the two women he al-
legedly stalked — a Rutgers Univer-
sity student and a woman he had
attended high school with in Union
County.

Accordingto publishedreports, the
womensaid Mr. Mukherji calledthem
on the phone and sent uninvited e-

mails and text messages.

aimns-i Fanwoo mes

TamaquesPark in Westfield on Sunday, despiteasign notingthat treesshould not
be dumped there. The Westfield Conservation Center on Lamberts Mill Road
was not open on Sunday, causing residents to dump trees outside. See related
notice about Scotch Plains and Westfield tree disposal below.

FW Council Recelves Update
On Martine Land-Use Study

By TED RITTER
Soecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD - Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council Tues-
day night received an update on a
recently completed North Martine
Avenue land-use study.

Borough Planning Board Chairman
Greg Cummings, who presented the
briefing during the governing body’s
regular monthly meeting, said the
study began last year in response to
“concerns’ from a resident of Mid-
way Avenue. Mr. Cummings said the
resident contacted the borough after
hedid research and “found aland-use
map that was inaccurate.”

Mr. Cummingssaid thestudy’skey
issueistheresidential zoning classi-
fication for the area, specifically
whether residential lots are required
to have a 50-foot or 75-foot “front-
age”

In some cases, he said, developers
were “taking two or three large par-
cels and then subdividing into small
lots [and building] large houses”

Mr. Cummings told the governing
body that the study recommends di-
recting the borough’s planner to pre-
pareaMaster Plan amendment. Such
ameasurewould changethefrontage
requirement to prevent oversized
houses on small lots and aso con-
form to surrounding neighborhoods,
he said.

Once the Master Plan amendment
iswritten, it will be presented to the
mayor and council, and apublic hear-
ing will be scheduled.

In other business, Mayor Mahr —
pointing tothe state’sincreasing push

—saidaproposed merger of the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood public libraries
is still being explored.

The mayor said the borough hopes
to receive agrant this year to pay for
a consultant who will study the issue
“toseeif it makessense” Shesaidthe
boards of directors of both libraries
support the idea.

But, she said, “Residents will be
theonesto tell usif thisis something
we want to do,” noting that the issue
will come before voters at the palls.

The merger would reguire the dis-
solution of both municipal libraries
and aformal merger into anew facil-
ity.

Mayor Mahr said exploring the li-
brary merger “istheresponsiblething
to do in an age when property taxes
are going up.”

Councilman Joseph Higgins said
he plansto meet on Monday with the
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association regarding aproposed or-
dinancerequiringall local businesses
to register with the borough. The
mayor and council plan to consider
the measure at ameeting on February
13.

Mr. Higgins also said the contrac-
tor remains* behind schedule” on the
LaGrande Park ballfields renovation
project, but he said that the delay
should not affect thestart of thespring
sports season.

The mayor and council approved a
resol ution to extend the contract pro-
viding engineering services on the
project.

The mayor and council honored

James Grover as the borough's Vol-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

for consolidating and sharingservices

LISTENING INTENTLY ...Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage, left, and New Jer-

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

sey Governor Jon Corzine obser ve proceedings at Sunday’s Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting.

Mr. Mukherji claims hewas " actu-
aly the victim of stalking by the
accuser, an obsessed woman whose
failed attempt to blackmail [me] re-
sulted in the false charges”

In awritten statement released to
The Times Mr. Mukherji said, “I am
frustrated that it took them ayear to
figure it out, but I commend the
prosecutor’s office for dismissing
the indictment. The stalking and re-
lated chargeswerebasel essand could
not have been successfully pros-
ecuted.”

Mr. Mukherji still faces a two-
count federal indictment for imper-
sonating anagent of theUnited States
Defenselntelligence Agency and for
lying about it to an FBI agent. The
Times was unable reach the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for comment at
press deadline.

Mr. Mukherji said his lawyers ex-
pect the federa indictment to be
dropped.

“Theindictment wasin error, plain
and smple. Rg could not have im-
personated himself. This unique and
remarkable young man served in de-
fense intelligence, having joined the
Marines at the age of 17 two weeks
after September 11, and continues to
serve with honor as areservist,” ac-
cording a statement released by
Lawrence Lustberg of Newark, who
represents Mr. Mukherji in the fed-
eral crimina matter.

Mr. Mukherji is currently a part-
timestudent at theUniversity of Penn-
sylvania. In a joint venture with
builder Landmark Communities, the
Fanwood Borough Council approved
him as a downtown redevel oper for a
six-acre residential tract in 2005. He
said he took aleave of absence from
the redevelopment projects and Im-
pact NJ, a Trenton lobbying firm at
which he was a partner with former
Morris County Prosecutor and gu-
bernatorial candidate Michael
Murphy, after he was indicted.

The Times previously reported that
Landmark becamethe sole devel oper
of the former Dean Oil site and
dropped Mr. Mukherji fromthe LLC
after the initial indictment.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW TERM...Assemblyman Neil Cohen (L D-20, Roselle) swearsin Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood for
hisfourth term on the county freeholder board at the freeholders’ reorganization meeting on Sunday. See story on page 2.

SP Council Approves Deer Reduction
Effort For Ashbrook Reservation

By FRED T. ROSS|
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A second
round of deer reduction effortsin the
Ashbrook Reservation is expected to
begin later this month as township
officials strive to reduce a burgeon-
ing deer population that has led to
automobile accidents and increased
encroachment on residential proper-
ties.

At a special meeting on Tuesday
night, the township council accepted
abid fromWildlife Management Ser-
vices of Mountainside to conduct a
deer hunt starting next week and last-
ing until February 10.

The firm conducted a similar hunt
last year, during which more than 70
deer were removed from the reserva-

SP Zoning Board Reappoints
James Fawcett As Chairman

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — James
Fawcett, named chairman of the zon-
ing board of adjustment for another
year last Thursday, acknowledged the
sharp decline in al types of applica-
tions in recent months but expressed
confidence that things will pick up
once the winter season ends.

At its reorganization meeting, dur-
ingwhichnoapplicationswereheard,
the board reappointed Ken Anderson
as vice chairman and Vincent
Loughlin as board attorney. Barbara
Horev, who was named board secre-
tary and al so servestheplanning board
in a similar capacity, said that the
planning board’s pending agenda is
aso light.

Mr. Fawcett remarked that “ every-
thing is quiet” in terms of applica-
tions in recent months. After its July
meeting, the board considered three
applications at its next meeting three
monthslater and then oneapplication
at itsNovember and December meet-
ings. Ms. Horev said there was only
application scheduled for consider-
ation in February.

Board member Chris Abeel won-

deredif the dowdown in applications
was a sign of a slowing economy as
the once-booming housing sector has
cooled. Mr. Fawcett predicted that
once the warm weather returns in a
few months, theboardwould seemore
applications for fences and decks.

Mr. Loughlin told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that ora ar-
guments have not yet been scheduled
in the appeal filed by Cumberland
Farms regarding the board’s regjec-
tion last year of its application to
expand and upgrade the Gulf gaso-
linestationit ownson Route 22. After
itsinitial application, facing opposi-
tionfromneighborhoodresidents, was
rejected in June 2005, Cumberland
Farms submitted a new application a
year ago that it said addressed the
concerns residents had risen.

Mr. Loughlin said he had no infor-
mation regarding a timetable for a
hearing on the appeal filed by
Elizabethtown Water Co., whose ap-
plication to subdivide its Jerusalem
Road property sothat half of that tract
of land could be sold was turned
down by the board last year.

The zoning board’s next meeting
will beheld on Thursday, February 1.

Christmas Tree Disposal Notice

Westfield Schedule

WESTFIELD — Town Adminis-
trator JamesGildeatold TheLeader/
Timesthat “ Christmastreesmay now
be brought to the Conservation Cen-
ter (on Rahway Avenue) due to the
new winter schedule.”

All decorations, lights and wiring
must betaken off treesprior to drop-
ping them off at the Conservation
Center. Accordingly, Christmastrees
are not to be deposited in Tamagques
Park asin past years. Christmastrees
will not be picked up by the Town of
Westfield curbside.

The Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter will be opened every other (alter-
nating) Saturday: January 6 and 20,
February 3and 17, March 3and 17,
between the hours of 9 am. to 3
p.m., weather permitting.

For further information, call (908)
789-4100, extension 600 or see the
townwebsite: westfieldnj.gov. Inad-
dition, regular updateswill bebroad-

cast on TV-36.
Thisisthe second year of thisnew
system in Westfield.

Scotch Plains Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Tom Atkins told The
Leader/Times that the Department
of Public Workswill pick up Christ-
mas trees from curbside beginning
on January 16, 2007 and should be
completed in seven days thereafter.

Mr. Atkins also noted, “ Residents
can also drop off their tree at the
Department (of Public Works) on
PlainfieldAvenue, if they wouldlike,
any time before January 29, 2007.
Obviously, we would prefer busi-
ness hours but we handle the others
too. Business hours really keep
things more orderly and potentially
avoiding the dropping off/dumping
of other stuff too. Wereally only say
drop off if they misstheprogram the
week of the 16th.”

tion. Officials hope that eventualy
the herd will be reduced from the
present 100 deer per sguare mile to
about 20 per square mile. Wildlife
Management Services will charge
$185 per deer, thesamerateit charged
in 2006.

The special meeting was neces-
sary, according to Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, because of an
“extremely tight timetable” between
now and the end of the hunting sea-
son on February 10. The
Mountainsidefirm needsto start pre-
paratory work on the site and also
work out certain logistical details
with Union County, which ownsthe
reservation.

Last year, the state government
balked at approving the township’s
application for a special deer man-
agement permit because Trenton of -
ficialsfavored allowing an extended

period of open hunting in the reser-
vation, much of which abuts resi-
dential neighborhoods. County and
township officials protested, prima-
rily for reasons of safety, and even-
tually abureaucratic way of working
with state hunting regulations was
found by utilizing a private contrac-
tor, Wildlife Management Services,
whichoversaw qualified professional
hunters working during limited
hours.

Mr. Atkins said the private con-
tractor option is a more time-con-
suming method. Each sharpshooter
used must remove every two deer
they kill and transport the carcasses
to an off-site weigh station to be
weighed and tagged. If the state’s
fish, game and wildlife division had
approved thetownship’sspecial per-
mit application, the deer reduction

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAINING GRANT...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence) presents a
$69,417 check per afederal grant totheMountainside FireDepartment toreplace
abackup generator. Pictured, from left toright, are: MountainsideM ayor Robert
Viglianti, Rep. Ferguson, fire official George McGrath, Fire Chief Neil Williams
and Deputy Chief Kenny Lawrence.

SP Planning Bd. to Consider
Coffee Shop Appllcatlon

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board on Monday re-
elected Maria Sartor as chairwoman
and Joseph Doyle as vice chairman.
In nominating Mrs. Sartor for athird
term, Mr. Doyle said she has “taken
her job very seriously” and “comes
prepared.” Mrs. Sartor, who has been
a board member for 24 years, called
Mr. Doyle “one of the board’'s most
vauable resources’ in her remarks
nominating him for vice chairman.
At the board’s first meeting of the
year, Marc Ginsbergwassworninfor
a four-year term, while Dominick
Bratti was took the oath of office to
fill out the remaining three years of
an unexpired term. Mayor Martin
Marks and Deputy Mayor Paulette
Coronato will serve for one year.
Susan Judgewill serveasan aternate
for atwo-year term, whileCraig Clark
will joinasan alternatefor aone-year

There were no public hearings or
applications considered on Monday,
but at its January 22 meeting, the
board will consider an application by
World Entertainment Group to open
acoffee and dessert shop at 375 Park
Avenue and utilize a liquor license
formerly held by the Club Malibu
nightclub on Terrill Road, which
closed its doors several years ago.

In addition, the board is expected
to hold a public hearing on the
township’s master plan, which has
been under review for the past year.
No significant changestotheplanare
expected to be unveiled, according to
board planner Mary Moody.

Among other applications being
reviewed but not yet on the agenda,
Snuffy’s Pantagis restaurant on Park
Avenue is seeking approval to build
an office building on its property. No
details about the application are cur-
rently available.
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Mandated Expenses Rise
$1.1 Million for SP Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Soecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager ThomasAtkinssaidon Tues-
day that fixed non-discretionary bud-
get increasesfor 2007 already add up
to $1.1 million, alevel he termed “a
littleworsethanwe' vefacedinrecent
years”

Mr. Atkins told the township
council at its conference meeting
that he will submit his executive
budget proposals to members by
Friday, February 2. He listed nine
separate areas subject to “signifi-
cant” expenditure increases man-
dated by contracts, state mandates
and other means.

Contributions to the police and
fire pension system will increase by
$215,509 this year, while payments
to the public employees retirement
system will be $75,905 higher than
in 2006. Fees paid to the Rahway
Valley SewerageAuthority will rise
$144,000thisyear and will increase
“sharply” in the following two or
three years before leveling off.
State-mandated funding for the
township’s library will increase
nearly $150,000.

Health insurance premiums for
township employees will go up by
$131,067. Policesalariesand wages
will increase by $221,000 under the
termsof theexisting contract. Gaso-
line costs are projected to increase

Thieves Tar get
Nativity Scenes

By SUZETTE F. STALKER and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Multiple local
Roman Catholic churches have re-
ported the theft during the holiday
season of nativity figures from out-
door displays on parish grounds.

The Westfield Police Department
received a report on December 31
that a three-foot baby Jesus figure,
hand-made of synthetic waterproof
material, was removed from acréche
in front of St. Helen's Church on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

On January 2, the Holy Trinity
Church of Westfield reported thetheft
of itsinfant Jesus statue from a man-
ger scene on its property. The church
is located in the 300 block of First
Street.

Authoritiesconfirmedthat theHoly
Trinity statue later was discovered
smashed ontheproperty of theDooley
Colonia Home on Westfield Avenue
in Westfield.

In addition to those removed from
the Westfield churches, four statues
werereported stolenfromacrecheon
thefront lawn of St. AgnesChurchon
Madison Hill Road in Clark, includ-
ing thefiguresof Mary, Joseph, Jesus
and one of the wise men.

There are currently no suspectsin
any of the cases.

The Westfield Town Council Tues-
day night, at the suggestion of Third
Ward Councilman David Haas, de-
cided to formulate a resolution both
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and denouncing the acts as “hate
crimes’ after First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana read a statement con-
demning the thefts.

“As acouncilman, my hope isthat
the individual (s) responsible are ap-
prehended and prosecuted to the full
extent of the law,” he said. “As a
Catholic, my prayer is that the indi-
vidua sinvolvedinthisassault on our
community of faith come to under-
stand the hurtful ness of these actions,
find forgiveness and find the help,
grace or path to be at personal peace.

“Onthe eve of Dr. King's celebra-
tion,” he added, “we are reminded
that each of usisapartner in thefight
against prejudice.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NOT ENOUGH...Blue Devils senior guard Mike Venezia takes a foul shot at

by $70,000 over last year, while
utilities expenses will rise by
$21,000.

Prior to formal introduction of the
2007 municipal spending plan, the
council isexpected to hold a series of
budget meetings in February and
March to alow members to review
Mr. Atkins' spending proposals. The
$1.106 million increase in mandated
costs detailed by the township man-
ager on Tuesday represents an 11-
tax-point increase in appropriations
over last year's $22.01-million mu-
nicipal budget, without consideration
of township revenues.

Mr. Atkins told the council that
“your revenue picture is going to be
better than your spending picture,’
eventhough heisassumingthat state
aid will be flat again this year, he
said.

Mr. Atkins said he was not opti-
mistic that lawmakers in Trenton
would enact any meaningful prop-
erty tax reform solutions. He said
proposalsfor tax creditsand acap on
municipal property tax increases, and
certain caveats related to those two
ideas, would if enacted prove to be
“damaging” to township residents.
He termed action in Trenton as
“merely talk,” saying state officials
may feel the “need to do something
politically this year,” when all 120
members of the Legislature are up
for re-election. “They feel they re-
aly need to give the appearance of
doing something.”

In other business, renovations to
the municipal building should be
completed by June, according to
the project’s architect, who told the
council that the $3.8-million under-
taking is so far being done at or
under budget. Architect Tom Pot-
ter, along with consultant Walter
DiNizo, provided an update on the
progress so far since work com-
menced last fall.

Mr. DiNizo said a new steel roof
truss will soon be ready for installa-
tion and that this will require the
building to be closed for two or three
days. He mentioned the weekend of
February 16 to 19, which isaholiday
weekend, as a possible time for the
installation of the truss.

The council is expected to ap-
prove a $30,000 change order so
that the front porch and steps of the
33-year-old building can be re-
placed. The$30,000 expenditurefor
the front porch and steps will come
out of a $146,000 contingency in-
cluded in the project’s $3.8-million
budget.

Councilman Kevin Glover asked
why this wasn't part of the original
budget and whether future unfore-
seen cost increaseswerein theoffing.
“1 am concerned whether there will
be other discretionary decisions that
we will have to make,” he said.

When Mr. Potter mentioned the
sidewak plaza between the front of
the building and Park Avenue as an-
other possible areafor improvement,
Mr. Glover said, “If there are more
things, we should get a value [for
them] now rather than later.”

Mr. Potter and Mr. DiNizo agreed
to submit to the council frequent
written reports updating members
ontheprogressof theproject, which
entailsreplacing the building’s roof
and the heating and air-condition-
ing system, adding a second floor
abovethe police station and making
improvements to the building’s
facade.

a picture’s worth a
thousand words

goleader.com/photos
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Thursday’s game against the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders. He scored 19
points, but the Raiders prevailed, 63-57, in double overtime.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
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ALL SMILES...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School cheerleaders are all
smilesat the Raider boys basketball win over the Westfield Blue Devils, 63-57, in

double overtime last Thursday.

WF Police Detective Alleges
Sex. Harassment by Ex-Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Soecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD —A Westfield police
detective has filed a sexua harass-
ment lawsuit against the town, the
Westfield Police Department (WPD)
andformer policechief Bernard Tracy.
The detective, Sandra Chambers of
Plainfield, has been employed by the
WPD since 1995.

The six-count lawsuit, served on
Westfield on December 14, alleges
that “during atwo-year period, Chief
Tracy regularly called Detective
Chambersat home, during non-work-
ing hours and late into the evening”
and that Mr. Tracy invited Detective
Chambers “to call him on his per-
sonal cell phone.”

Mr. Trecy retired from the depart-
ment in September 2005 and accepted
ajob with the Linden Public Schools
as a school security officer.

Detective Chambers admitted that
she and Mr. Tracy had been friends,
and that then-Chief Tracy invited her
to attend a convention in 2003 with
him in Washington, D.C., paid for by
the police department.

“While at the convention, Detec-
tive Chambers worked very hard to
make contacts that would benefit the
Westfield Police Department,” De-
tective Chambers alleges in the suit.
“Whileat theconvention, Chief Tracy
commented to Detective Chambers
and others that she was not spending
enoughtimewith him, and hefelt that
she had ‘abandoned’ him.”

Thedetectiveallegesthat theformer
chief “intimated that he was hopeful
that while they were at the conven-
tion, heand Detective Chamberscould
become even better friends.”

SP Deer
Reduction

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
program would “get done more
quickly,” Mr. Atkins told the town-
ship council last month. That option
allowsasmany deer to beeliminated
asisauthorized by apermit, so theo-
retically a reduction program could
be accomplished in aslittle as a day
or two.

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains hasincreased in re-
cent years as the growing deer popu-
lation, seeking food and shelter in a
more-crowded reservation, hasmoved
into residential areas and, in the pro-
cess, crossed busy local roads. Coun-
cil members and southside residents
have told of seeing “numerous’ deer
in their backyards, and there have
been a number of incidents where
carshavehit and killed deer that were
crossing area streets.

Regardless of how the deer herd is
reduced, Mr. Atkinsearlier expressed
hisbelief that, “if youdoit for several
moreyears, you' || see moretangible,
quantifiable reductions in the deer
overpopulation.”

Fanwood
Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
unteer of the Month.

Mayor Mahr said Mr. Grover's
many local volunteer activities in-
cludemaintainingthecommunity sign
board on Martine Avenue, playing
thepart of Santaduring theborough’s
main holiday celebration and work-
ing with the Lions Club.

“You really exemplify everything
thatit takestobeagood Fanwoodian,”
the mayor told Mr. Grover.

“l guess | just do what I'm ex-
pectedtodo,” heresponded. “| just do
my best.”

After spurning his advances, De-
tective Chambers claims the former
chief’s “demeanor toward [her] was
decidedly cool and distant,” and that
he “limited” his contact with the de-
tective after the convention.

The third count of the lawsuit,
which alleges sexual harassment,
states, “[Detective Chambers] was
treated differently because shewould
not engage in inappropriate sexual
conduct with Chief of Police Bernard
F Tracy”

In March 2005, then-Chief Tracy
suspendedthedetectiveand attempted
to have her terminated following an
internal affairs investigation as to
whether she reportedly fixed a park-
ingticket for her son. DetectiveCham-
bers, who spent most of the year on
paid suspension, wasthen the subject
of adisciplinary hearing.

As reported by The Westfield
Leader, a hearing officer found her
guilty on five of seven charges of the
ticket fix and for lying about it during
a police department internal investi-
gation. She was suspended for 15
days without pay.

Detective Chambers was found
guilty by hearing officer James
Damato of official misconduct, ne-
glect of duty, “illegal reduction or
deletion of a parking summons for
personal gain, conduct unbecoming
of a police officer and using her
authority to influence or modify the
action of another officer.” Two
charges of false swearing were dis-
missed.

Sheallegesthat the real reason Mr.
Tracy had her suspended “was be-
cause [she] would not engage in an
inappropriate quid pro quo relation-
ship with Chief Tracy.”

During Detective Chambers' disci-
plinary hearing, her attorney, Hassen
Abdellah, questioned Mr. Tracy:
“There is an alegation that at some
point you had a relationship with
Detective Chambersand asaresult of
what she would not do, you began to
retaliate against her. And the purpose
of bringing this action against her is
to retaliate because she wouldn’t do
what you wanted her to do.

“Are you aware of that?’ Mr.
Abdellah asked. “ She wouldn’t com-
ply; she wouldn’t submit.”

“That's absurd,” Mr. Tracy re-
sponded at that time.

The detective also charged that
another detective, LisaPerrotta (who
testified in Detective Chambers' dis-
ciplinary hearing), had a summons
improperly voided, but did not face
departmental charges as Detective
Chambersdid. Sheallegedthat former
parking services director John Mor-
gan and special officer Jonathan
Pierce both “failed to follow proce-
dure” but were not disciplined or
terminated, respectively.

“In late 2005, in a further attempt
to portray Detective Chambers in a
negative light, Chief Tracy falsely
stated to othersthat Detective Cham-
bers was a leshian,” the lawsuit al-
leges.

Detective Chambers is seeking
unspecified compensatory and puni-
tive damages, counsel fees and court
costs. She seeks atrial by jury.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said athough Detective Chambers
had previoudy “threatened” to file
legal action against the town, thisis
thefirst lawsuit she hasfiled in court.

“1t's been turned over to our insur-
ance (representative) to determine
eigibility for coverage,” hesaid, not-
ing that Westfield is amember of the
Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance
Fund, which would review the case
and assign an attorney.

Detective Chambers deferred all
comments to her attorney, Eric
Pennington of Newark. Mr.
Pennington was unavailable when
contacted for comment on Friday and
Tuesday.
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JE POLICE BLOTTER

Scotch Plains

Thursday, January 4, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported thetheft of her iPod from her
locker.

Friday, January 5, a resident of
Fanwood reported that, whileshewas
at her gym, her cellular telephone
was removed from her locker. The
value of the telephone was $235.

Saturday, January 6, a student at
the Union County Vocationa-Tech-
nical Schoolsreported thetheft of his
book bag from his locker. The bag
contained several hundred dollarsin
cash, police said.

Saturday, January 6, one or more
unidentifiedindividualssprayed graf-
fiti on a building on Route 22. The
damage was valued at approximately
$150.

Sunday, January 7, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported being
the victim of criminal mischief. Ac-
cording to police, the tires on his
motor vehicle were slashed while the
vehicle was parked in the driveway.
The tires were valued at approxi-
mately $200, police said.

Fanwood

Wednesday, January 3, Erika K.
McFarlane, 34, of Cranford was ar-
rested following amotor vehicle stop
on South Avenue, which revealed an
outstanding Clifton warrant. She
posted bail and was released.

Friday, January 5, Preston I.
Fulford, 34, of Stewartsville was ar-
rested following amotor vehicle stop
on North Avenue on outstanding war-
rantsout of Trentonand Stewartsville.
While being taken into custody, the
suspect alegedly resisted arrest and
assaulted two police officers, police
said. He subsequently was charged
with two counts of assault and resist-
ing arrest. Bail was set at $40,000.

Friday, January 5, Efrain Mendoza,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested follow-
ing a field investigation on an out-
standing New Brunswick warrant.
According to palice, the suspect also
was linked to a hit-and-run accident.
The suspect posted bail and was re-
leased.

Tuesday, January 9, Claudia Mo-
rales-Morin, 28, of Union was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. She posted bail
and was released, police said.

Tuesday, January 9, Jose O.
Cintron, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after amotor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He also was charged with
providing police with false informa-
tion, authorities said. Cintron posted
the $500 bail and wasreleased, police

Pater son Call

Wednesday, January 10, Melody
C. Mendez, 21, of Linden was taken
into police headquarters on suspicion
of driving while intoxicated after a
motor vehicle stop. She subsequently
was charged with careless driving,
police said. She was released to a
responsible adult.

Westfield

Sunday, December 31, after being
arrested on a shoplifting charge at a
North Avenue store, Rowland
Adeyemo, 22, of Scotch Plains was
held on open warrants from Newark,
for $300, and Belmar, for $800, until
he posted bail.

Sunday, December 31, Pete
Septynski, 45, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with drivingwhile
intoxicated after being stopped for a
motor vehicleviolation at West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. He later
was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Tueday, January 2, ageneral con-
tractor renovating a residence on the
60block of Nomahegan Drivereported
the theft of several pieces of equip-
ment from the premises, including a
table saw, ahammer drill, acompound
miter saw and acircular saw. Thetotal
valueof themissing property is$1,077.
There were no signs of forced entry
into the residence.

Tuesday, January 2, a resident of
the 10 block of Tudor Oval reported
thetheft of two iPodsfrom within her
home. Themissing property isvalued
at $300. Therewerenosignsof forced
entry into the residence.

Wednesday, January 3, Daniel
Campos, 21, of Roselle was arrested
at South Avenue/Crossway Place on
two outstanding motor vehicle war-
rants issued by Watchung. He was
released after posting atotal of $380
bail.

Thursday, January 4, aresident of
the 400 block of Highland Avenue
reported that someone damaged his
garage by attempting to set it on fire.

Thursday, January 4, aresident of
the 700 block of Austin Street re-
ported the theft of a Nokia camera
and a Motorola cellular telephone
from the pocket of ajacket |eft unat-
tended during a school choral con-
cert. The missing property is valued
at approximately $550.

Saturday, January 6, Gary A.
Healey, 41, of Westfield was arrested
on Mountain Avenue on an outstand-
ing criminal warrant issued by
Garwood. Hewasrel eased after post-
ing $560 cash bail.

Sunday, January 7, HagenA.. Lewis,
37, of Plainfield posted $100 bail at
Westfield police headquarters on a
trafficwarrantissued by theWestfield
Municipal Court.

s GW Mayaor,

Borough Council ‘Thugs

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD - A night that ended
with aresident calling the mayor and
borough council “thugs’ and “ crimi-
nals’ concerning thetiming of aletter
sent about St. Ann€e's school began
with an update on the North Avenue
Mews project.

Borough attorney Robert Renaud
opened thefirst council session of the
year Tuesday night by stating that he
will meetwithdevel opersof theMews
next week to go over documents.

“1 have been meeting with them bi-
monthly, and they have been co-op-
erative in regards to keeping up with
needed paperwork,” Mr. Renaud said.

In other matters, Councilman
Walter Tucker, chairman of the Pub-
lic Health and Safety Committee,
spoke about newly appointed patrol-
man, Officer David Perrotta

Mr. Tucker noted that the officer is
“adjustingwell tothedepartment andis
on hisway to completing histraining.”

Mr. Tucker spoke about the new
Home Safety Inspection Program,
whichallowsresidentstohaveahome-
safety eval uation conducted by amem-
ber of the police department. The of-
ficer would make recommendations
on how to make the home safer.

Sergeant Michael Wilson, Police
Officer Douglas Stoffer and dis-
patcher John Drone created the pro-
gram, Mr. Tucker said. The Garwood
PBA (No. 117) dso donated high-
efficiency light bulbs to seniors in
order to aleviatethe cost of leaving a
conventional light bulb on at night,
dispatcher Drone told The Westfield
Leader Wednesday morning.

Resident Bruce Paterson, during
public comment, said he had heard
from severa residents that they were
“threatened” by council members if
they didn’t remove his election sign
from their lawns. Mr. Paterson isthe
Independent candidate in Garwood
who lost the mayoral race to Mayor
McCarthy in November.

Mr. Paterson also said he heard
from someone that a butcher shop
owner wastold by agovernment offi-
cial tonotcirculatehis“ TREE” news-
letter.

While speaking at the podium,
Mayor McCarthy’swife, Debbie, ad-
dressed Mr. Paterson, saying that she
used to go to the butcher shop, but did
not any longer. She denied telling
anyone not to distribute his newslet-
ter.

“1 don'ttell anyonewhotovotefor,”
shesaid. “I don't tell anyonewhereto
shop. | chose to stop shopping there
for personal reasons; it had nothing to
dowithpoalitics. It'smy personal choice
to shop where| want, and had nothing
to do with the election.”

Mr. Paterson also questioned the
mayor on sending aletter out to con-
gtituents afew weeks before election
time about residents’ concerns of
JamesWard andthe St. Anne’sSchool
proposal.

He said, “You (Mayor McCarthy)
sent the letter out on government
(council) letterhead, but it read like it
was all about you, that you were the
one who was going to try to address
the concerns of the residents. | am
concerned with the timing of the let-
ter —weeks before the election — and
don’t agree with your tactics”

Mr. Paterson called the mayor and
council “thugs’ and“criminals,” add-
ing, “ New Jersey isthelaughingstock
of thecountry, and thereareproblems
that need to be fixed that aren’t.”

The mayor responded that the tim-
ing of theletter had nothingto dowith
the election.

“1 would’'ve sent the letter to the
residents in September or October,”
he responded. “1 was letting the resi-
dents know that | am aware of their
concerns. It's not my fault (that) the
timing of the Mews devel opment and
issues (were) around election time. |
had nothing to do with that.”

In other news, Mr. Tucker, chair-
personof thelibrary committee, spoke
about Toddler Story Time, whichwill
be held by the Garwood Free Public
Library, beginning on Wednesday,
January 10, at 10:30 am. It will run
for eight weeks. He al so spoke about
how circulation increased.

“It was 11,267 for 2006, exceeding
the goal of 10,000. This figure was
reached with just eight months of ac-
tua operation of thelibrary,” he said.

Councilman Charles Lombardo,
chairperson of the streets and roads
committee, said the Department of
Public Works would collect Christ-
mas trees every Wednesday in the
month of January.

Mr. Tucker mentioned that former
resident Tom Perotta and his movie
Little Children has been nominated
for a Golden Globe Award for Best
Motion Picture-Drama.

Mr. Perottais the author of “Little
Children,” “ Joe College,” “Election,”
“TheWishbones’ and “Bad Haircut.”

The finance committee will meet
next month to work on the 2007 bud-
get, said re-appointed Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio, chairperson of
the finance committee.

In other business, Mr. Paterson,
member of the celebrations commit-
tee, mentioned the winners of the
Holiday House decorating contest.
First place went to 249 Fourth Av-
enue, second place to 315 Hickory
Avenue, third place to 205 Third Av-
enue and an honorable mention to
231 Spruce Avenue.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times )

Peyton's

I n Politics

Gormley, Corodemus

Not to Seek Re-Election

Veteran Republican Senator Will-
iam Gormley has announced that he
will not seek re-€l ection after 30years
in the legidature. He joined the Sen-
atein 1982, after serving asanAtlan-
tic County freeholder and as an state
assemblyman. In addition, GOP As-
semblyman Steven Corodemus of
Monmouth County has decided not
to run again after serving eight two-
year terms.

L egidators Propose
| and R in New Jer sey

Assemblymen Richard Merkt and
Joseph Pennacchio, both Republi-
cans, want to give New Jerseyansthe
power to decide how the state spends
money throughinitiative and referen-
dum.

Under the Initiative and Referen-
dum (I and R) proposal, residents
would be able to place questions on
the election ballot if they obtain sig-
natures from 25 percent of registered
votersin 14 of the state’'s 21 counties.
If passed by voters, aproposa would
becomelaw within 60 days. TheLeg-
islature would have the power to de-
feat the proposdl if two-thirds of both
houses of the L egislature— 120 mem-
bers—voted to overturn voter ap-
prova of a measure.

Tax Bd. Expansion

Cost $1.2 Million

Legislation passed in 2005 to ex-
pand the 21 county tax boardsin the
state is drawing questions. The law
authorized 42 new political patron-
age positionsat $1.2 million, accord-
ing to a Sar-Ledger report. The jobs
pay between $16,000 and $22,000
annually. Each county’sboard can be
between five and seven members,

Mayor McCarthy to

Hold Saturday Hours

GARWOOD —Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor's Saturday this
Saturday, January 13, from 10 to
11am.,intheMunicipal Building
at 403 South Avenue.

Residentsareinvited to stop by
todiscussany concernsthey have,
or just stop by and say hello and
meet Mayor McCarthy. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

based on population. Union County’s
board consists of five members.
Boards are responsible for certifying
tax assessments, as well as hearing
tax appeals. James Cafiero, son of
former GOP state Senator James
Cafiero, was appointed in Cape May
County, aswasformer MorrisCounty
Democrat Chairman Thomas Zelante
in Morris and Fredric Weinstein, a
former chairman of the Camden
County Improvement Authority, in
Camden.

Paperwork Lapse

Costs DEP $10 million

The Gannett State Bureau has re-
ported that due to faulty paperwork,
the state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection hasfailedto charge $10
million to polluters responsible for
environmental cleanups. The infor-
mation was based on astate auditor’'s
report, which also found that the DEP
lost an unspecified amount of money
because its automated billing system
doesnot calculateinterest chargeson
overdue accounts.

JC Dep. Mayor Resigns

After Peddling Bus.

Jersey City Deputy Mayor Ador
Equipado resigned last week, follow-
ing cals from The Jersey Journal
inquiring about his alleged demands
for cash from a couple he married in
October, and using the occasion to
peddle his phone service business.

A city resident married at Jersey
City Hall on October 6 told the news-
paper that Mr. Equipado spent the
first 10 minutes with her and her
husband-to-be questioning them
about their finances and what phone
service they used. When they de-
clined to change carriers, he charged
them $50 for officiating the service.
The city does not charge a fee other
than the $28 for a marriage license.

Councilman Told to

Account for Funds

A State Superior Court judge in
Union County last week ordered
sheriff’sofficersto bring Morristown
Councilman Richard Tighe to his
courtroomto explainwhere $182,000
of an incapacitated woman's money
went while he had power-of-attorney
control over her finances. Mr. Tighe
also was ordered to pay $100 a day
for every day hefailsto provide that
accounting. Thewoman, 96-year-old
Lenore Johnson, lives in Summit.
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LEADERS MEET...Westfield Rotary President Edred Shen welcomes district
leader sto aclub meeting held recently. Pictured, left toright, are: Deputy District
Governor Byron Miller, Mr. Shen, Rotary District 7510 Governor Michael Hart
and former Rotary International Director David Linett.

MVC Calls Estrada Report
A ‘Private Personnd I ssue

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The New Jersey
Ethics Commission has released its
findings on Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion (MVC) report on whether Union
County Freeholder Angel Estrada
broke any rules when he assisted
former StateAttorney General Zulima
Farber’s boyfriend Hamlet Goore re-
gain his driving privileges.

When contacted by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, MVC Director of
Communications Mike Horan said
MVC Executive Director Sharon
Harrington received the ethics com-
mission findings on December 4. He
said Mr. Estrada and other MVC
employees cited in Special Deputy
Attorney Genera Richard Williams
report to Governor Jon Corzine were
also notified of the findings.

“The issue was brought before the
(ethics) commission. They reviewed
itand contacted[MV C] and explained
their findings,” Mr. Horan said.

Upon an inquiry for a copy of the
report he said, “[It] cannot be dis-
cussed publicly becauseitisaprivate
personnel issue” Mr. Horan said
MV C ethics officer Steve Robertson
made that decision. The ethics com-
mission hearing was conducted on
November 29 and the letter to Ms.
Harrington, executive director of the
MVC, was dated November 30, ac-
cording to Mr. Horan.

The report mentioned Mr. Estrada
for his cal to the MVC's centra
office, whereanemployeeintheCourt
Suspension Unit determined Mr.
Gore'sdriver’slicensewassuspended
for an unpaid parking ticket which he
had paid to the court, but no one had
contacted the suspension unit to acti-
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vate his driving privileges. The em-
ployee then restored his driver’s li-
cense.

“Therestorationof Mr. Goore' sdriv-
ing privileges, as well as the renewa
of the registration of Goore's vehicle,
both occurred before he ever arrived at
the Elizabeth office of MVC,” Mr.
Williams said in his report.

“Mr. Estrada’s handling of this mat-
ter before Hamlet Goore arrived at the
MVC agency raises questions about
the propriety of his practices and
whether they were in compliance with
MVC procedures” Mr. Williams re-
ported, noting hehad nojurisdictionon
Mr. Estrada’s involvement in the case.

When reached Monday Mr. Estrada
said, “I will be making afuture state-
ment” but said he was not prepared to
do et thistime. He said he wanted to
make sure residents understood noth-
ingwasdone“improper” by hisoffice.

Union County Republican Party
Chairman Phil Morin said he would
have no comment until the report’s
findings are made public.

The Leader/Times submitted an
Open Records Act request for both
the MV C report and Ethics Commis-
sion findings last Friday.

County Announces

OPRA Forms

COUNTY —To obtain publicinfor-
mation from Union County, the
manager’s office has announced that
new formsareto be used to submit the
request. The county notes that advi-
sory opinion, “What Congtitutesavalid
Open Public Records Request
(OPRA),” issued by the New Jersey
Government Records Council on Feb-
ruary 17, 2006, requres that OPRA
requests be submitted on the public
agency’ sofficial OPRA requestforms.

Thecounty instructsthe publicthat
completed request forms and corre-
spondence are to be sent to the dedi-
cated e-mail account: opra@ucnj.org.

For additional information, con-
tact Marlena Russo, Office of the
County Manager, Union County Ad-
ministration Bldg., 6th Fl., 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ
07207; call (908) 527-4178, fax (908)
558-0915 or e-mail opra@ucnj.org.

The forms and instructions can be
downloaded at the county website on
the following link: ucnj.org/opra.

unsurpassed by any other

of Pennsylvania
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New York metropolitan area
« Three full-time PhD physicists

radiation

* WideBore CT-simulator
+ Stereotactic radiosurgery

and needle implants performed each year

Flexible treatment hours close to home

if needed
Virtually all insurance accepted

Internationally recognized radiation oncologists

cancer-care treatment center in New Jersey

* Four full-time radiation oncologists; trained and
worked at Harvard, Sloan-Kettering, and University

Most sophisticated diagnostic and treatment
equipment available for accurate and effective

* The only TomoTherapy unit in New Jersey
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Transportation provided from most locations

Kowalski Unveils Helpline,
Upgraded Dog Park at Echo

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially ertten for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowal ski took the gavel Sunday
afternoon asthe new chairman of the
nine-member Union County free-
holder board. She is the seventh
woman to hold the post in the 150-
year history of the county, according
to County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Prior togiving her addresson 2007
initiatives, FreeholdersAl Mirabella
of Fanwood, Chester Holmes of
Rahway and Deborah Scanlon of
Union were sworn into their fourth
three-terms. Freeholder Angel
Estrada was sworn in as the vice
chairman of the board thisyear after
chairing the fiscal affairs commit-
tee, which conducts county budget
hearings, last year. Mr. Mirabella
will chair thefiscal affairs panel this
year.

Governor Jon Corzine headlined a
guest list during Sunday’s ceremony,
which was conducted
in the chambers of
State Superior Court
Assignment Judge
Walter Barisonek at
the Union County
Courthouse. Other
guests included State
Assemblymen Gerry
Greenof Plainfieldand
Joe Cryan of Union,
ElizabethMayor Chris
Bollwage and new
Scotch PlainsCouncil -
man Kevin Glover.

Ms. Kowalski, a
Cranford resident
serving her third year on the board,
unvelled five initiatives highlighted
by a $912,000 upgrade to the Echo
Lake Dog Park.

“The renovation will include new
fencing, a gazebo, benches and ad-
ditional recreation space for the
pooches to be completed later this
year. Theplanincludes 22 additional
parking spaces and water fountains
for the enjoyment and recreation of
pets and their owners,” she said in
her address.

Her second initiative will be “to
work to identify and build a consen-
sus on creating increased shared ser-
vices” The county received a state
grant to be used for a consultant who
will conduct “record management
assessments, inventories and plans
for 19 municipalities,” the freeholder
chairman said, noting that the con-
sultant would also create a proposal
for a countywide microfilming ser-
vices bureau.

“The County of Union continuesto
support statewide property tax re-
form and the cost saving measures
the State Legislature and Governor
are pursuing asthey pertain to shared
services,” Ms. Kowalski said.

Governor Corzine, who spoke
briefly at the start of the meeting,
said: “It is hard to imagine a com-
pounding rate of property taxesis 7
percent a year...If it's a $6,000
medium...you've got over a $400
increase. Itisaremarkableburdenfor
our citizensto have. We have an obli-
gation to deal with this”

Bette Jane K owalski

Ms. Kowalski's other initiatives
include the Union County Economic
and Workforce Competitiveness
Project at a cost of $97,000, aUnion
County Arts and Economic Prosper-
ity Initiative paid for through a
$60,000 stare grant and the creation
of aYouth Helpline to provide guid-
ance and referralsfor youth and teen-
agers. A toll-free confidential tele-
phone number will be operational
seven days a week from 9 am. to
midnight. TheHelplinewill bestaffed
by professionals and trained volun-
teers, she said.

Through the Economic and
Workforce Competitivenessinitiative,
the county will partner with Rutgers
University, the workforce, education
and business sectors to “develop a
blueprint and plan for sustained eco-
nomic growth,” according to acounty
press release.

TheArts and Economic Prosperity
initiative will utilize a $60,000 grant
“to  market the
county’shistoric sites,
recreation areas and
arts centers for tour-
ism.”

“A study conducted
in 2001 noted that the
arts generated more
than$2.5millionayear
i in spending in Union
County, withmorethan
200,000 peopl eattend-
ing events,” Ms.
Kowalski said.

The chairman said
thisyear’sPlayground
Initiative will provide
matching dollars to towns to create
and improve playgrounds and will be
funded for up to $600,000 from the
county’s Open Space trust fund. She
also announced a pilot program to
eliminatefeescharged to schoolsvis-
iting the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center. The county estimated
the lost revenue at $15,000.

During the business portion of the
meeting, multiple local residents
were appointed to advisory boards.
The board nhamed May Furstner and
Terry Tainow of Westfield to the
Advisory Council onAgingforterms
through 2008. Matthew Sontz of
Westfield was named to athree-year
term on the construction board of
appeals. Phyllis Brociner of
Mountainside was appointed to the
cultural and heritage advisory board
for a three-year term, and Jane
O'Haraof Westfield wasnamed to a
three-year term on the Commission
of the Status of Women in Union
County.

Paul Santos was named to the Mo-
tion Picture and Television Advisory
Board for a three-year term and
Pamela Boright and Mr. Glover of
Scotch Plains were appointed to the
Runnells Specialized Hospital Advi-
sory Board for three-year terms.
Jerome Feder and Rosemary Millet
werereappointedtotheUnion County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board
through 2008, and Reni Erdos of
Scotch PlainswasnamedtotheUnion
County UtilitiesAuthority for aterm
through the end of 2011.
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Alison Grann, MD
Raquel T. Wagman, MD
Andrew Zablow, MD

at Saint Barnabas Medical Center
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973-322-5630
www.sbhcsradonc.com
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WF Planning Bd. Approves
Gourmet Business on Elmer

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Thetown’s plan-
ning board heard testimony last
Thurday from Annie’'s Gourmet
Kitchen and Daniel Sabatino. Both
applied for variancesto moveforward
on congtruction projects.

John Miller, the owner of Anni€'s
GourmetKitchen,anew businessd ated
to open on Elmer Street later this yesr,
testified before the board on multiple
issues pertaining to the operation.

He said Annie's Gourmet Kitchen
caters to people who do not have the
time or facilities to prepare gourmet
mesals at home. Customers would be
able to sign up for a “session” in
which they would be taught how to
make a gourmet meal for 12 people.

“Our businessisuniquefor today’s
busy lifestyles,” hesaid. “We provide
asolutionfor our customerswhowant
to have a gourmet meal at home but
do not have the time to prepare it.”

Customers would attend sessions
at theElmer Street shop, whichwould
provide them with &l of the ingredi-
ents, utensils and instructions they
would need to prepare and package a
gourmet meal for a dozen people.

One issue that was raised by the
board wasparking at the ElImer Street
location. Thebusinesshas 11 parking
spots on the lot, records show, while
employing three people and catering
to 12 customers each session.

According to Mr. Miller, the park-
ing would not beanissuebased onthe
nature of the business. He said cus-
tomers would be encouraged to
carpool to the sessions, which would
be booked in advance by groups.

“Most of the people coming to our
businesswill bewithfriends,” hesaid.

The employees would use three
spacesin an adjacent parking lot that
would be paid for by the business.

There would also be one mid-sized
delivery van, which would be parked
on the street during business hours.

The board accepted the parking so-
Iutions and recommended achangein
someof theparking lot’scurbingloca
tion before passing the application.

“Thisisavery uniquebusinessthat
has been featured on the Food Net-
work and has been growing in Cali-
fornia and the Midwest,” Mr. Miller
said. “We were very well received
here. Thisisan excellent location for
us. It will create a communal atmo-
sphere for our customers.”

A number of board members asked
when the business would open and if
theywoulddeliverthemeals.Mr. Miller
added that customers could go to their
website, anniesgourmetkitchen.net, to
get more information.

Theother applicant to be heard was
asubdivision of aresidentia lot and
the construction of a third home.
Daniel Sabatino addressed the board
about subdividing a lot on Spring-
field Avenue to build a third home.

Mr. Sabatino ownsthehomesat 337
and 345 Springfield Avenue. He plans
to demolish a storage shed on one of
thelotsand build athird home. Hesaid
the property was part of an old farm
and is currently a residential lot. He
residesin one of the existing homes.

The board passed the application
pending approval from the county
and state for the traffic impact on
Springfield Avenue.

In other news, the board postponed
to its February meeting a hearing for
200 Canterbury Road in which the
owner, JulieMarsella, plansto subdi-
vide a residentia lot, known as the
“Little Gatehouse” property at the
South Gate to Wychwood Road, and
build a second home.

Francis Smith was sworn in as an
aternate at the start of the mesting.

M S Receives $69,417
Homeland Security Grant

MOUNTAINSIDE — Rep. Mike
Ferguson ( R-7th), announced Mon-
day that the Mountainside Fire Depart-
ment will receivea$69,417 grant from
the Department of Homeland Security
to replace a backup generator for the
fire house, which also servesasashdl-
ter and evacuation center for seniors
and residents during emergencies.

He made the announcement &t the
fire department with Mayor Robert
Viglianti, Fire Chief Neil Williams,
Borough Administrator JamesDebbie,
and fire official George McGreth.

Mr. Williams said the new dual-fuel
generator, which can operate on natu-
ral gas or propane, would replace an
antiquated diesel-fuel generator. He
said the funds also would underwrite
the purchase of 10 self-contained
breathing apparatuses for the
department’sall-volunteer firefighters.

“Mountainsidefirefightersvolunteer
their time and dedicate their lives to
serve and protect our community,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “ Theseimportant funds
will ensure that these brave men and
women continue their outstanding ser-
vice to our community and families”

Mr. McGrath said the federal grant
would help the fire department meet
its expanding responsibilities.

“Thisgrantwill alow thefiredepart-
ment to continue its outstanding job
serving our community and aso build
on the critical services they provide”
he said. “We appreciate Congressman
Ferguson’'s long-standing support for
Mountainsde and his commitment to
obtainingimportant federal fundingfor
our local fire department.”

Thisisthethirdfedera security grant
received by Mountainside in recent

years. In 2003, the fire department re-
ceived $167,000 to purchase new ra-
dios and other communications equip-
ment, and in 2004 the department re-
ceived $41,000 to purchase equipment.
According to fire officids, the 45
person al-volunteer force responds to
275 callseach year. In addition to serv-
ing 7,100 residents in Mountainsde,
the department also participatesin the
Union County Mutua Aid System, in
which firefightersrespond to emergen-
ciesin other nearby communities.
First respondersthroughout the 7th
District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties, have received more
than $5.5 million in federal security
funding since September 11, 2001.
Morethan$2millioninsecurity fund-
ing have been awarded to Union
County first responders since then.
Other federal first-responder grants
for Union County towns in the 7th
District include: $190,170 for the
Cranford Fire Department; $103,258
for the Fanwood Volunteer Fire De-
partment; $75,317 for the Garwood
Volunteer Fire Department; $24,804
for theKenilworth VVolunteer FireDe-
partment; $781,866 for the Linden
Fire Department; $126,000 for the
Mountainside Fire Department;
$70,758 for the New ProvidenceVol-
unteer FireDepartment; $117,360for
the Scotch Plains Fire Department;
$48,041 for the Springfield Fire De-
partment; $19,800 for the Summit
Volunteer First Aid Squad; $140,850
for the Summit Fire Department;
$60,621 for the Union Township Fire
Department, and $133,920 for the
Westfield Fire Department.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IF YOU TURF IT..Leo White, president of the Westfield Baseball League,

addresses the Westfield Recreation Commission about ballfield renovations at
Tamaques Park and Gumbert Field at the commission’s meeting on Monday

night.

WF Board of Adjustment
Re-dlects Hanboke Chair

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of adjustment re-elected William
Heinbokel as chairman during the
board’ sreorganization meeting Mon-
day night. Kathy Nemeth was named
vice chairman and Vincent Loughlin
was renamed board attorney.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Laura Brockway of 127
North Euclid Avenue was granted an
extension of 12 months to complete
construction of a front porch.

David Barbosa of 400 East Dudley
Avenue sought permissiontoretain a
newly paved area that increased the
width of the driveway and created a
walkway by the garage. The newly
paved area allegedly is partialy on
the neighbor’s property, which Mr.
Barbosa said was not a problem.

The board requested testimony
from town engineer Kenneth Marsh
andMr. Barbosa'ssurrounding neigh-
bors before voting on the variance.

Joseph Buontempo of 254 Seneca
Place was denied permission to park
avan with commercial signage on a
residential property because of his
failure to appear at the meeting.

Alison Stephen of 704 Tamaques
Way was approved to congtruct im-
provements to an existing screened
porch and asecond-story addition. Ms.
Stephen reduced her original proposed
building coverageof 23.5 percent to 21
percent by reworking her plans, result-
ing in gpproval by the board.

Paul and Kristin Nicholson of 2165

St. Pat’s Par ade Panel

To Host Bartender Party

KENILWORTH — The Union
County St. Patrick’ sDay ParadeCom-
mittee will host its annual Celebrity
Bartenders fundraiser on Saturday,
February 3, from 5 to 10 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

Entertainmentwill includethelrish-
Americanpubrock soundof Sullivan’s
Jack and pipe bands. Tickets cost $5
each and include coffee, tea, cake and
hot dogs. Beer mugs are $10.

TheCelebrity Bartendersparty will
benefittheUnion County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, which will begin at 1
p.m. on Saturday, March 10, on Mor-
ris Avenue in Union.

For tickets or more information,
contact Karen Cunningham at (908)
241-7710, Amy Cox-Russo at (732)
331-0705 or Debbie Capasso at (908)
413-5253. Tickets are also available
at the door.

For more information about the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-

rade, please visit
unioncountystpatri cksdayparade.com/
Paddylnfo.html.

YOU ARE INVITED TO

EARTHCHILD’S
GRAND OPENING

CELEBRATION PARTY
Sat., Jan. 13 - 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm

GREAT WINTER EyVERYTHING LESS

SALE 40% OFF

1 111 Central Ave. Westfield NJ  908-518-0300
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Bayberry Lane received an extension
torevisetheir planto replace an exist-
ing six-foot stockade privacy fence, as
the town ordinance currently permits
fences to be amaximum of four feet.

Stephen and Cindy Salemy of 161
Lincoln Road were approved to con-
struct a pergola, add a dormer to the
master bedroom, two dormers to the
atic and to convert the unfinished
attic into a bedroom and bathroom.

James and Kimberly Peterson of
257 Sylvania Place received permis-
sion to construct a pergola over the
front porch.

The board approved three addition
projects for Westfield homeowners
who promised to maintain the charac-
ter of their neighborhoods. Ronald
Gerckens of 16 Mohawk Tail was ap-
proved for arear addition, front porch
and detached garage. Mr. Gerckens
requested an ateration dightly over
the20-percent building-coveragelimit
to keep hishousearound thesamesize
as the surrounding homes.

“Theapplicantdidagreatjobmain-
taining the character and style of the
neighborhood,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

Similarly, Mr. and Mrs. Michagl
Byrne of 438 Everson Place received
approval to construct atwo-story ad-
dition on their home, which will in-
clude an additional bedroom. “We
could move but we like the neighbor-
hood and the proximity to schools
and parks,” Mr. Byrne said.

George and Susan Cusick of 552
Arlington Avenue were approved to
construct a second-story addition on
their Dutch Colonia home.

Barry and Maria Morris of 726
Standish Avenue received approval
to install a portable, self-contained
hot tub on paver stones on the side
yard of their home.

The board’s next meeting will be
February 8, which is on a Thursday
evening due to the President’s Day
holiday.

WF Rec. Commission Agrees
To Tamagues Renovations

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —TheWestfield Rec-
reation Commission approved a pro-
posal from the Westfield Baseball
League(WBL)Monday nighttomake
renovations and transform Tamaques
Park field number five into a 50-by-
70-foot usable baseball field and to
support the WBL's desireto renovate
Gumbert fields one, two and three.

“The fields are in dire need of re-
pairs and drainage, and | think it is
timewepay someattentionto\Westfield
baseball,” said Bob Smith, a member
of therecreation commission. “Asitis
now, Tamaques field five is unusable
as a competitive baseball field.”

Aspart of the agreement, therecre-
ation commission will provide
$50,000 for a new backstop and clay
and labor if the WBL provides
$15,000 for the rest of the supplies,
such as fencing and dugout roofing.

“We would like to band-aid the
field as the commission suggested.
However, the cost of abackstopisnot
cheap. It will run $25,000,” said Leo
White, WBL president. “We would
likethefield, whichisnot playable at
the moment, to beready for April 15,
2007."

Adjustments to the field would in-
clude atering the size of thefield for
safety reasons. “ Currently many trav-
eling leagues are pushing back the
fields for safety reasons,” Mr. Smith
said.

WBL's proposed renovations to
Gumbert Fieldsinclude fixing drain-
age problems on al of the fields,
increasingthesizeof thefields, turfing
atleast field oneand renovating fields
two and three in their natural condi-
tion with the hopes of turfing themin

UC GOP to Honor

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

SUMMIT —The Republican Com-
mittee of Union County will honor
State Senator Tom Kean Jr. with a
cocktail party hosted by Eileen and
John Sivolella on Sunday, January
21, from 4:30to 7 p.m. at their Sum-
mit residence.

Mr. Kean has served in the State
Senate since 2003 after serving inthe
Genera Assembly, representing the
21t Legidative Didtrict. In 2004, he
was elected Senate Minority Whip.

He has been a proponent of ethics
reform in state government, sponsor-
ing legidation banning pay-to-play
practices. He has also sponsored leg-
islation to streamline government,
promote education, protect the envi-
ronment and lower property taxes.

Mr. Kean resides in Westfield with
his wife Rhonda and two daughters.

For information about the event,
contact Union County Republican
Headquarters at (908) 789-0200 or
Kelly Hatfield at (908) 522-1455 or by
e-mail at kellyhatfield@comcast.net.

thefuture. Theentireoriginal project,
which included three turf fields, is
estimated to cost “a little over $1
million,” according to the WBL.

The WBL has volunteered to pro-
vide $100,000 in fundraising for the
revised plan. “After discussionsat the
last meeting we met and agreed on a
more realistic scenario. Something
needs to be done to the Gumbert
Fields. They need repairs and drain-
age for the season, and moving for-
ward we would like support for turf
fields,” Mr. White said.

Since the town is looking at also
renovating Memoria Pool complex,
town Councilman Peter Echausse, li-
aison to the recreation commission,
suggested thecommission usemoney
out of afund for special pet projects,
otherwise the council’s approval of
the municipal budget would hold up
renovations until the summer.

“You are looking at a summer or
September time frame if this project
is not a candidate of the user fee
project,” he said.

The renovations of the fields are
contingent upon whether the recre-
ation commission receives full-time
field maintenance staff, 365 days of
the year, instead of dividing time of
thefield staff between department of
public works (DPW) and the depart-
ment of recreation commission, offi-
cias said. The town council is cur-
rently considering that option.

“1 don’'t know if | can give an accu-
rateresponseuntil | know more about
theresponsibility of field maintenance
and if it can be done in-house,” said
Westfield Recreation Director Bruce
Kauffman.

Mr. Echausse recommended that
anyone with feedback e-mail the
council for consideration.

The commission will present the
Memorial Park Master Plan at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23. The pool design proposal in-
cludes alterations to the large pool
that would add more steps, alow the
pool to be used for swim meets, cre-
ate aramp for handicap accessibility
and add a jet pool by pushing it out
toward the restrooms.

Renovations to the kiddy-pool
would include misters in the form of
palm trees and other designs, as well
as a shaded and seated area for par-
ents with toddlers. “This will add
more seating to the pools overal,’
Mr. Kauffman said.

Recreation officials said the inau-
gural Family Night was a success.
Nearly 1,000 people attended the
event, whichwas held at the National
Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue.
Four hundred participantswerewal k-
ins, according to Tracy Kastner, pro-
gram coordinator with the recreation
department.

Theevent, whichcost closeto$8,000
and was supported by local sponsors,
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Will Parents Accept Busing Thalr
Children to Kindergarten?

The Westfield school bond referendum on Tues-
day, January 23, 2007, has an interesting twist to it.
The Board of Education proposes to use $6 million
of the $9.4 million requested to convert Lincoln
School at 728 Westfield Avenue to a town-wide
kindergarten.

Lincoln School isnot used by theWestfield Public
Schools, but leased to the Union County Educa
tional Services Commission (UCESC) since 1982
for a fee of $200,000 per year. UCESC operates
Hillcrest Academy at that site. The lease is being
terminated this year as aresult of complaints regis-
tered by neighbors over student behavior.

Schools Superintendent William Foley suggested
last January that the administration could be moved
to Lincoln School. Then, the under-utilized EIm
Street Administration Building could be sold with

the funds applied to other capital needs. Money
would be generated and operating costs would be
reduced.

A citizens committee was formed to review mat-
ters. Instead of consolidating and reducing costs as
suggested by Mr. Foley, the committee recommends
building the new facility at Lincoln School and
busing in the kindergarten children.

The irony of thisis that about 100 kindergarten
children in Westfield last year were placed in local,
private schoolsby their parentsbecause they refused
to have them redistricted to an adjacent neighbor-
hood school for the purpose of optimizing use of
classrooms.

Given this, and Westfield's tradition of neighbor-
hood schools, will parents accept having their kids
bused to a central, town-wide kindergarten school ?

Leader/Times Announces 2007
Summer Internship Program

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times invite area college and high school
students with an interest in journalism and newspa-
per operations to apply to the 2007 Leader/Times
Summer | nternship Program. Thelongstanding pro-
gram will be divided into two types of part-time,
paid internships: staff intern and correspondent in-
tern.

The staff intern program will accept a limited
number of students to work alongside the Leader/
Times office staff in awork/study environment with
hands-on assignments involving hewspaper opera-
tions, writing, photography, copyediting, graphic
design, layout, communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will accept a
limited number of students to undertake reporting

assignments, such as covering local meetings and
events for publication. The newspaper staff will
guidetheinternsonjournalistic standards, photogra-
phy and accountability.

The staff intern program will require greater time
and schedule commitment, while the correspondent
intern program will be more flexible. Applicants
may apply to either or both programs. The newspa-
per advisory committee will complete the selection
process by early spring.

Those interested in the internship program must
register online at goleader.com/internship. Com-
plete application information (including résuméand
writing samples) must be received by Thursday,
March 1. Early registration is recommended due to
the popularity of this program.

The 2007 Bernard Heeney
Creative Writing Contest

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times invite entries for the second annual
Bernard Heeney Contest For Creative Writing. The
contest celebrates reading and writing as exempli-
fied by the late Mr. Heeney, who rel-
ished publications, particularly news-
papers. The contest is open to anyone
and thereisno entry fee. Thereisone
essential criteria— have fun.

All entriesareto beoriginal, unpub-
lished work and uploaded to
goleader.com no later than March 1,
2007. The winning authors will re-
ceive prizes and their entries will be
published this spring in the 35th An-
nual ThislsWestfield, whichwill have
aprinted circulation of approximately
20,000 copies; anditwill bepublished onthelnternet
at goleader.com to thousands more.

Entriesareto be 700 to 1200 words. A photograph
or illustration is welcomed. In the spirit of creative
writing, contestantsare encouraged to consider past,

THIS MOTE IS LEGAL TENDER
FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
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Bernard Heeney

present or future; history, commentary, sports, art,
humor, science fiction, essay, mystery and illustra-
tion — in some fashion, with atie to Westfield or
surrounding communities.

For all details,
www.gol eader.com/tiw/contest.

An author may submit up to three
entries, which may be tendered early
to receive editorial feedback with an
opportunity for resubmission.

Former Westfield Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney, Jr., who died in 2005 at
the age of 56, was a pivota presence
in the town’s government for more
than a quarter century. He had a
friendly, chipper nature and an ability
to get things done. Among many
things, he wasinnovative while making sure every-
thing was done “according to Hoyle” Mr. Heeney
read several newspapers each day and was proud
that many of his letters were published, including
one in The New York Times.
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Taking of Créche Figures Upsetting
To Area Church Communities

Over the Christmas Holidays three lo-
ca Roman Catholic churches had their
creche sets disrupted by robbers. Holy
Trinity, Westfield; St. Helen's, Westfield,
had theinfant child taken from their man-
ger setting. The Holy Trinity infant was
returned after being smashed on the prop-
erty of Dooley’s Funeral Home in
Westfield. St. Helen's has heard nothing
thus far. The third parish, St. Agnes in
Clark, had the child Jesus, Mary, Joseph
and one of the wise man removed from
their property with no further word.

We live in a world that sings of joy,
hope, love and peace and yet so often we
experienceactionsthat are contrary tothe
message of our Christmas season. One

wonders what motivates an individual or
individualsto engagein activity that isso
destructive and disruptive to so many
peoplein our community. | pray for those
who walked off with the créche figures.

Perhaps they will be inspired to return
what they borrowed. The parishioners of
the above mentioned parishes are indeed
upset over what hastranspired. May those
responsible for this activity be moved by
the grace of God to rectify what has
happened by returning assoon aspossible
the figures taken.

Rev. Msgr. William Harms
Saint Helen’s Church
Westfield

Thanks to Volunteers for Making
First ‘Family Night” A Huge Success

The Westfield Recreation Department
and the Westfield AreaChamber of Com-
merce would like to take this opportunity
to thank the community, the volunteers,
and “Top Hat Sponsors’ for making our
First Annual Family Night a huge and
safe success. Over 900 adults and chil-
dren from the community enjoyed the
event. It took the collaboration of the
Westfield Recreation Department, the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and our dedicated volunteers to operate
thiswonderful event safely and smoothly.

The event was successful thanksto the
following “Top Hat” Sponsors: Century
21 Taylor & Love, Inc., CitiBank, The
Optimist Club of Westfield, PBA Local
90, Fred Defazio of Creative Sales, and
Jeff Brandes of Protuff. Thanks to
Abrakadoodle Art and Just Babies
Daycarefor supplying activitiesthrough-
out the evening for participants. Thanks
to Mayor Skibitsky, the Town of

Westfield's Department of Public Works
and Paul Rios of the Westfield Armory
for their tremendous support in making
the event possible.

Special thanks to the following volun-
teers for their hours of dedication the
night of the event: Steve and Loraine
Wereley, Kim Caster, Pat Gray, Fred
Defazio, Kelly Gray, Bruce Gavurnik,
DianaBruder, Matt and Kyle Monaghan,
and Denise Morrell. Y ou made this com-
munity project a success.

The above organizations, along with
the many community members who vol-
unteered, are to be commended for their
efforts and dedication toward commu-
nity-oriented programs. Thank you and
wishing everyone a happy and prosper-
ous 2007.

Naomi McElynn & Traci Kastner
Westfield

WF School Bond for Centralized
Kindergarten is Not a Good |dea

The January 23 school bond referen-
dum (in Westfield) isalot more than just
avote on a$9.4 million capital improve-
ments program. It is a vote on changing
the entire fundamental structure of the
Westfield Public Schools.

With the bond’ s passage will comethe
start of a centralized kindergarten pro-
gram at the former Lincoln School on
Westfield Avenue. It will have many
impacts on these young students (and
their families), not al of them positive.

Children will now have to go through
four separate schools from K to 12. Kin-
dergartners will no longer be able to
attend school with older siblings.

Their classmates will no longer be
their neighbors. Friends they make in
kindergarten may not see them again
until high school. And many of these
littlekidswill now havetotakeabusback
and forth to Lincoln each day.

Parents will no longer be able to walk
theirkidstothelocal neighborhood school
each morning. Those with more than one
child will have to get them to and from
different schools each day. And many
will havethe added worry of putting their
5-year-old on a bus each day.

But in the case of my kids, my biggest
complaint would be that my child would
not be able to attend McKinley Schoal,

which is just an incredible place. The
principal, teachers, the rest of the staff,
the PTO, and the entire school commu-
nity have made it such agreat experience
that | wouldn’t want my kids to miss out
on that.

| think that most parents in the neigh-
borhood would feel the same way, but
may not think about it if their kids are all
older. But it'simportant to consider how
you would feel about this plan if you had
younger kids. Considering what you
woulddoif youwereinthat positionisthe
right thing to do for the community and
the school district. And if you consider
that many homebuyersintown haveyoung
children, it’ stheright thing to do for your
property values as well.

Thecentralized (but still half-day) kin-
dergarten is an interesting and bold ex-
periment. Dr Foley and the BOE should
be commended for proposing new ideas.
But I’m not surethat | would want my 5-
year-old being the subject of such an
experiment, and | suspect others with
young children and those couples plan-
ning families will feel the same.

But | guess we will see on Jan. 23 just
what people think of the idea.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Teachers Urge Westfielder s to Pass $10
Million School Bond on Jan. 23

Recently a group representing kinder-
garten teachers, administration and the
Board of Education from the Westfield
Public Schools visited the Berkeley
Heights Early Childhood Center to ob-
serve their facilities and to discuss their
educational program.

Based on the success of the Berkeley
Heightsprogram, weencourageWestfield
residents to consider the development of
an Early Childhood Learning Center by
voting for the bond referendum on Janu-
ary 23, which would support renovating
Lincoln Schoal for this purpose.

An Early Childhood Learning Center
in Westfield would create an environ-
ment that would encouragejoint involve-
ment between the teaching staff, child,
and parent community. Currently, at some
of our six elementary schools, there is
only one kindergarten teacher. If al the
kindergarten classes were centrally lo-
cated in one building, kindergarten teach-
ers could collaborate and share resources
and ideas. The specia needs children

could be successfully mainstreamed into
regular education classes.

Proposing an Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center isaviable and practical solu-
tion to the space problem, which now
exists in the elementary schools. Hope-
fully, thismovewill provide space for art
and music classrooms. It will also help to
maintainsmall classsizeat dl elementary
schools. Themovewill enableusto main-
tain the high quality of education we
strive to provide at all grade levels.

An Early Childhood Learning Center
will encourage shared experiences that
will enhance learning for our kindergar-
ten and pre-k disabled students. It will
afford children the opportunity to de-
velop skills necessary for success. Estab-
lishingan Early Childhood L earning Cen-
ter at Lincoln School will have a long-
term positive impact on Westfield's edu-
cation system.

Mary Ann Sepe and Josie Ho,
Westfield Kindergarten Teachers

Per haps the Residents Should
Blame Themselves Over Taxes

For years, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has been taking a
“pass the buck” approach to the property
tax problem. Though county government
is currently in the process of its annual
reorganization, itisdoubtful that theboard
will make any notable changes in their
“modus operandi.” Most likely, they will
proceed with business as usua smply
becausethe cast of charactersisthe same.
They will be not be changing anything
other than their seating arrangement on
the dais.

For those who expect anything new or
daring, in the form a cut in the county
portion of their tax bill, | am sad to say
that based on past performance you can
expect to be disappointed.

Within the next couple of weeks, the
county spending plan for 2007 will be
released with avague explanation of why
county government needs to generate
additional incomeover last year. It will be
noted that costs such as health insurance
for county employees are going up and
that contractual obligations have made it
impossible change.

Itwill not benoted that certainindividu-
alsreceived bloated raises just weeks ago,
and that about 68 new people were hired
during aself-imposed hiring freezein * 06.
Wewill betold that the state is having the
same problem. It is predictable that Gov.
Jon Corzine will be drawn into the equa-
tion, complete with assurancesthat hewill
providethesilver bullet that will alow the
freeholderstolower county property taxes.
Y ou will be asked to be patient.

There is a problem here. We have a
governor who two weeks ago on theradio
during the teacher's demonstrations in
Trenton, referred to the voters of New
Jersey who put him in office as “ Joe Six-

Pack.” This poor choice of words makes
onewonder how much respect he actualy
hasfor those not aswell heeled ashimself.

Somewhere aong the way, two words
have mistakenly becomeinterchangeable
— relief and reform. Tax relief can be
thought of as a decongestant for cold
symptoms— controllingtherunning nose
till the infection runs its course. Tax re-
form on the other hand islike the vaccine
administered for Palio. It isapermanent,
life saving measure to eradicate the prob-
lem.

So far, no Jonas Salk has burst on the
scene in NJ to cure the property tax epi-
demic — certainly not Jon Corzine.
Though, the freeholder board would like
us to think otherwise. They put the re-
sponsibility of what isgoing onin Union
County on anyone other than themselves.

If the past few yearsare any indication
of what is to come, we will see the con-
tinuing blame game being played out.
Blame the contractual employees, blame
thelegidatorsin Trenton, blamethehealth
insurance companies, blame the munici-
palities, blame Wal-Mart, blame George
Bush, blame the custodian or blame po-
litical opponents.

When one looks closely, blame the
voters who keep electing them. Perhaps
the residents should blame themselves
becausethey arenot holding thefreehol d-
ers feet to thefire.

We residents are the eternal optimists
and want to believe that this year will be
different. But it is doubtful that things
will change as the Freeholder Board has
done an excellent job at pulling the tax-
payers into playing their blame game.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood
UC Watchdog.org
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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions—only oneiscorrect.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly — good
guess. If you get two — well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three —word expert. If
you get all four — Y ou must have alot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answer stolast week’ sar canewor ds.

1. Cumshaw — A tip or gratuity

2. Sarcoid —Like or consisting of flesh

3. Philter — A love potion

4. Picaroon — A rogue, pirate, or thief

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of
something; asummary; ascheme; an out-
line
3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate
INQUINATION
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. Bizarre; strange behavior
3. The act of defiling; corruption
4. A tendancy or leaning
YAULD
1. To pull back or retreat suddenly
2. Active, vigorous
3. Elderly, worn out
4. Bregking out in blisters
TOVARISCH
1. Unspoken; unthinkable
2. Comrade in the Soviet Union
3. A large cape, or short, full cloak
worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century
4. A disorderly, unkempt, rough person

Families Smiled
Because of Your Gifts

Toour Westfield community, wethank
each and everyone of you who partici-
pated in “Gifts of Gold” this year.

It was a huge success because of the
specia volunteers that got involved and
bought a gift(s) for families living in the
Newark YMCA shelter. We could never
make this program work without your
participation. We wish you could have
seen the smiles on the faces of those
families receiving your gifts. From the
bottom of our hearts, we thank you for
your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Vivian, Jeffrey, Brandon,
Gabrielle and Jessica Gold
Westfield

Free, Within Limits,
To Speak our Mind

| attended the recent organizational
meeting of the Scotch Plains Township
Council. One has to be impressed with
Mayor MartinMarks' ability tousewords
to support his position that bear no rela-
tionship to the truth.

George Orwell called this “double
speak.” A new definition has been given
to the phrase “non partisan” — in sup-
porting aman, Brian Levinefor township
attorney, who hasbeenafriend of Marty’s
sincethey were barely out of diapers, and
contributed at least two thousand dollars
to local Republican activities— that this
man was “non partisan”.

There are those of us who would use
different words to describe this situation.
| would more readily think of cronyism
and pay-to-play than “non partisan.”
That's what makes America awonderful
country. We are free, within certain lim-
its, to speak our mind.

Phillip Wiener
Scotch Plains

Art Teacher Urges
School Bond Passage

Did you know that out of 23 districts
polledin our surrounding area, only three
districtsdo not have designated roomsfor
elementary art and musicand Westfieldis
one of them?

Asthe Supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools, | receive many
phone calls from prospective buyers in-
quiring about the arts programs in our
school system. Unfortunately, for thefirst
timethisyear, | havereceived phonecalls
from prospective candidates for elemen-
tary positionsstating that they wouldrather
travel an hour to work, work for less
money, or even less hours just to have a
room rather than teach on a cart.

| feel it is my duty as supervisor to
inform the community of the obstacles
our elementary art and music teachers
face everyday while traveling on a cart.
Can you answer these few questions?

Do you know how hard it is to keep
children painting or creating objects out
of paper Mache' without a sink in the
room?

Do you realize how hard it isto imple-
ment danceand movement between desks
in the everyday classroom not designated
for music?

Do you know how many supplies are
left off the 24x36 cart because they just
won't fit?

In addition to funding a rigorous arts
curriculum through the school budget,
we have been successful in receiving
grants for additional programs, scholar-
ships and equipment from the Westfield
Codlition for the Arts, acommunity sup-
ported organization. Although | under-
stand many community membersare con-
cerned with tax increases, | feel it is
important to look at the bigger issue: a
solid, well-rounded education for all.

It is important to understand that the
arts develop skillsin creativeness, cogni-
tion, communication and making cultural
connections. Students in the arts share
qualities such as imagination, the capac-
ity to work hard, commitment and per-
sonal vision. What messages arewe send-
ing our 20 elementary fine arts staff who
touch the lives of 2,865 children through
the arts every week?

Please consider thisinformation when
you make your decision regarding the
bond referendum vote on January 23rd.
By renovating Lincoln School to an Early
Childhood Learning Center for al our
kindergarten and pre-school disabled chil-
dren, space will be freed up in our el-
ementary schools with the opportunity
for fine artsto eventually get off the cart.

Linda King
Supervisor of Fine Arts, Westfield
Board of Education
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HUNG UP!!

It Has Been a Pleasure Helping
People Over the Past 40 Years

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Y outh and Family Counseling Service

To My Readers: Next month, | will be
celebrating my 40th year writing “Hung
Up” on acontinuous year-round basis. It
has been a pleasure and one of the high-
lights of my professional career.

My first column appeared on February
13, 1968. I've dealt with mental health
questions, often focusing on marital and
divorce situations; children and teenage
issues involving school, home and peer
rel ationships, and theincreased problems
of adults (and individuas of al ages):
depression and anxiety.

Many parents have written in, con-
cerned about these symptoms, which ap-
pear at younger agesin children. Numer-
ous letters also dealt with addictive situ-
ations, such as drinking, taking drugs,
gambling and sexua involvement. Let-
terswere published aswritten; somewere
reworded because of poor grammar and/
or inappropriate (foul) language.

The letters which had the greatest im-
pact related to family issues: death, di-
vorce, marriage, in-law problems, par-
ent-child conflicts of power and control
concerns, setting limits (“who is in
charge”).

“Hung-Up” has been one of my great-
est rewards. | have aso been blessed to
work with many national and community
issues (counseling with families of the
Persian Gulf War and families and wid-
ows of the 9/11 disaster). Severa letters
to “Hung-Up,” relating to these personal
issues, were addressed privately through-
out my 40 years of writing “Hung-Up.”

These were the most-asked questions
about my column and me;

Question: There is so much stress to-
day in dealing with human problems.
How have you survived?

Answer: | use humor in everything,
personally and professionally; so oftenin
my columns, too.

Question: Have you ever run out of
questions and, if so, what would you do?
Make them up?

Answer: Hmm! Noand noand, if | did,
I would never reveal it publicly. | would
probably ask friends and peers to write
them in.

Question: Y ou often write about music
and entertainment. Ever think that you
should have pursued that area profession-
aly?

Frecholders Falil,
Avoid Super-BOE

While Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowal ski’ snine-pagespeechattheUnion
County Freeholders' reorganization meet-
ing promises lots of new spending in
2007, with no promises to cut county
government payroll or big contracts to
campaign donors, what is most disheart-
ening is her complete avoidance of the
school district pilot program that Gover-
nor Corzine and the Democratic-con-
trolled State Legislature is forcing down
Union County residents and local school
boards throats.

Adding a super-superintendent, who
reports to the Governor rather than the
citizens of Union County, and creating
further layers of bureaucracy that will
trump local school board decisions, is a
threat to home rule and a threat to our
school system.

Unfortunately, Ms. Kowalski just
flunked her first test as freeholder chair.

Phil Morin
Chair, Union County GOP

Seven Scent Dog Teams

Graduating K9 Academy

MOUNTAINSIDE — Seven new
policedog K9 teams will graduate
from the Union County Sheriff’s K9
Academy’s scent school on Friday,
January 12 at 10:30 am. at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
Auditoriumlocated at 452 New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside.

The seven K9 teams graduating
are;

Bergen County Sheriff’s Office —
Officer Sonya Bekier and K9 Jimmy
(narcotics); Officer Thomas
Smaldone and K9 Nero (narcotics).

Edison Police Department — Of-
ficer Robert A. Ellmyer and K9 Koda
(narcatics); Officer ShawnMeadeand
K9 Lucky (explosives).

Readington Township Police De-
partment — Officer Chris Heycock
and K9 Fanto (narcotics).

South Bound Brook Police Depart-
ment — Officer Frederick Fittin and
K9 Niko (narcotics).

United States Park Police Sergeant
William Vitolo and K9 Norton (ex-
plosives).

Answer: | love what | do, and | am a
ham! Love to do “roasts’ for severa
groups with which I’'m involved in the
community.

Question: Haveyour childrenfollowed
in your footsteps?

Answer: My daughter, Brooke, is a
teacher and mother and is very much
involved in school activities. My son,
Myles, isa Ph.D. psychologist who isin
research, focusing on childhood obesity.
Hewritesalot and hasbeen on TV.

Question: Do you still have the first
guestion ever written to you?

Answer: Yes. And hereit is, first pub-
lished on 2/13/68:

A teenager asks: Should an alowance
be based on the merit system? My father
feels that | should not get an alowance
when | have not completed certain tasks
at home. At other times, | have to remind
himto givemetheallowance. Isthisfair?

Answer: Thisis aproblem that is fre-
guently expressedin many familieswhere
the parents and the child quarrel over
chores and responsibilities. The parent
may feel that the allowance should be
associated with areward or apunishment.

| find that this is not a useful way of
structuring the allowance. An alowance
isusually acontract agreed upon between
parent and child. It is based on the needs
and realities of the child and not upon the
goodness or badness of the boy in terms
of his every day cooperation.

By substituting the reward-punishment
plan instead of the contractua structure,
the parent is hurting the lines of commu-
nication (by killing off an agreed-upon
contract). If ateenager needs to be disci-
plinedtherearemany other areas—watch-
ing TV, etc., that can be used.

To all my readers, thank you so much
for writing, reading and listening, and
thank you Horace Corbin, publisher; The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times for continuing to make
this possible.

Westfield Bond Voting:

Times and Locations

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Public
School System advises residents when
and whereto vote on the Westfield school
bond referendum.

Vote Tuesday, January 23 — the polls
areopenfrom9am. to9p.m. Thepolling
places are where residents vote in local,
state and federal elections.

An application form to receive an ab-
sentee ballot is available on
westfieldnjk12.org/bond and must be
completed and received by the County
Board of Elections by January 16. A
ballot will be mailed to you and must be
received by the county before close of
polls on January 23.

Watch the bond information video on
TV36: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:30,
5:30 and 7 p.m.; Saturdays at 3:30 and
7:30 p.m. and Sundaysat 2:45and 5 p.m.
(also availableon DVD at school offices,
Westfield Memorial Library and in the
school community relations office at 302
Elm Street).

Read the school district’s Emphasis
newsletter that will be mailed to every
household prior to the election.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Take the Time to Understand the Bond,
Then “Yes’ Will be Clear to You

A recent letter to the editor in The
Westfield Leader encouraged the
Westfield Board of Education to “go
back to the drawing board” because, in
the opinion of the letter writer, the cur-
rent bond does not adequately address
the district’s overcrowding issues and
thus, is somehow flawed. The bond, in
the opinion of the writer, is flawed be-
cause it does not solve the problem of
overcrowding in our schools.

Well, let’ sassume the board of educa-
tion did go back to the “drawing board”
— guesswhat? They’ d come up with the
same solution and here’ swhy: The bond
is an effective means of addressing the
pressing issues that face our school dis-
trict.

The proposed early childhood learn-
ing center will remedy the overcrowding
problem at the elementary school level.
With the kindergarten centralized at the
one facility, the pressure on each of the
elementary schoolsis eased. Enrollment
is so high at al six elementary schools
that only one of the six (Franklin) hasart
and music rooms.

Theimportance of both art and music
inachild’ seducationiswell-established.
That wewould expect aroominwhichto
teach these two important subjectsto our
childrenisnot at all excessive but really
is quite basic. In addition to remedying
overcrowding, theearly childhood learn-
ing center would housethedistrict’ sspe-
cia education preschoolers that are cur-
rently located at Edison and needto bein
amore age-appropriate environment.

Thisproject isalso exciting becauseit
gathers our highly-qualified and capable
early childhood teaching professionals
and promotes collaboration in a central
environment where activities can be tar-
geted to that very important and unique
kindergarten year.

The proposed addition and hallway/

A Big ‘Thank You’ To
Westfield Residents

Thank you for your generosity during
the recent United Service Organization
(USO) drive. We collected a huge num-
ber of white bath towels and blanket/
throws. The USO appreciates your dona-
tions.

The USO has been the bridge between
the American public and the US military.
For 65 years, theUSO missionhasbeento
support thetroopsandtheir familieswher-
ever they serve. With its special brand of
comfort, moraleandrecreational services,
the American military knows that the
USO is there for them.

The USO relies on the generosity of
individuals and corporations to support
its numerous activities, which include
Operation USO Care Package and Opera-
tion Phone Home.

Congressman Mike Ferguson,
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, the
Junior League, Air & Specialties Sheet
Metal, and Westfield Library Director
Phil Israel deserve special thanks.

It's so nice to live in a community
where people are caring and concerned.

Dianne Gorbaty
Westfield

CLASSIFIEDS

Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

JON M. BRAMNICK

CERTIFIED TRIAL ATTORNEY
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF, LLC

www.JONBRAMNICK.COM

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

ATTENTION

ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 18™ 2007 BETWEEN THE HOURS OF
9:00 A.M. AND 12:00 P.M., THE VOTING MACHINES TO BE USED
IN THE JANUARY 23*° SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION WILL
BE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

ANY INTERESTED PARTIES WHO WISH TO INSPECT THE VOTING
MACHINES SHOULD APPEAR AT THE UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF ELECTIONS VOTING MACHINE WAREHOUSE, 2345 SOUTH
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS.

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

JUNE S. FISCHER, CHAIRPERSON
MARY ELLEN HARRIS, SECRETARY
JOHN DeSIMONE, BOARD MEMBER
TERESA HALE, BOARD MEMBER

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD

stairwell improvementsto Roosevelt will
partialy address the problem of over-
crowding a the middle school level.
Within the district, Westfield has the ca-
pacity to house its current and growing
population of middle school students.
While there still will be a need to shift
some students from Roosevelt to Edison
(the BOE has some interesting voluntary
options), the bond addresses pressing is-
sues of safety and space that exist regard-
less of any redistricting.

What the bond will do at Roosevelt is
create cafeteria and library space that is
reasonableand onapar with Edison given
the population of the school. It will also
update and repair highly trafficked stair-
wells and hallways. If you've never set
foot in Roosevelt before, look at the pic-
tures in the bond section of the district’s
website (westfieldnjk12.org).

The bond is a reasonable and cost-
effective solution to the district’s over-
crowding issue. Thereisno doubt that the
situation the Westfield School District
facesrelating to enrolIment issuesiscom-
plex. | volunteered my time to attend
meetingsto hear therational efor thebond
and to help disseminate that information
to our community.

It takes a fair amount of time to hear/
ask/learn about the issues surrounding
this bond and the challenges our district
faces. It can behard to find thetimein our
busy lives, but | encourage you to review
the bond webpage referenced above and
you'll see that the compelling informa-
tion and resources are available to the
taxpayers.

| believe that if you take the time to
understand the rational e behind the bond,
the importance of voting “yes’ on Janu-
ary 23 will be clear to you.

Kristina Bangs
Westfield

Bramnick

21st District News

Met with Gov. on

County School Proposal

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R—21) met with Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine last week to ex-
press hisdeep concernswith any pos-
sible county takeover of areaschools.
Mr. Bramnick indicated to the Gover-
nor that the overwhelming majority
of citizens in his district were ada-
mantly opposed to thisidea. The As-
semblyman said the Governor lis-
tened carefully about the concerns of
parents.

Asm. Bramnick, alongwith hiscol-
leagues Senator Tom Kean Jr. and
Assemblyman EricMunoz, havebeen
meeting with school boards and resi-
dents of the district who join the

legidators in being opposed to any
legidation that would take decision
making out of local hands.

The Assemblyman requests that
residents of New Jersey contact the
Governor and leaders of the Legida
ture to indicate their opposition to
Senate Bill 7/Assembly Bill 8. Sen-
ate President Richard Codey can be
reached at sencodey@njleg.org and
Speaker  Joe  Roberts at
asmroberts@njleg.org. Although the
Governor doesnot haveadirect email
address, he can be reached through
thefollowinglink or youmay call his
office at (609) 292-6000. state.nj.us/
governor/govmail .html.

Calendar Mail

Has I ncorrect

Worrall Newspapers of Union pub-
lished town planner advertising calen-
dars, which they sent to residents in
several towns of the area. Their version
for Westfield, mailed to every house-
hold in town, hasincorrect dates for the
2007 winter and spring breaks for the
Westfield Public Schools.

Lorre Korecky of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the correct dates are:

The Westfield Public Schoolswill be
closed Friday, Monday and Tuesday
(February 16, 19 and 20) for Presidents
Day and staff in-service.

ed to Westfield
School Dates

The Westfield Public Schoolswill be
closed Monday through Friday, (April 2
through 6) for Spring Break.

Mrs. Korecky said that Worrall Pub-
lishing informed her that the error re-
sulted asdatafrom the Westfield, Mass.
school website was used.

The Westfield, N.J. school system
will makeaconcerted effort to publicize
the correct dates to offset the error.
Parentsare advised not to plan vacations
based on the calendar data.

Worrall Marketing Director Joe
Renna told The Leader/Times they re-
gret the error and apologize for any
inconvenience it may have caused.

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formery Town & Country Liquors)
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Children’s Theater Activity
Among Library Highlights

WESTFIELD — Youngsters will
have an opportunity to hone their
acting skills through the Readers
Theatre on two Thursdays, January
18 and February 1, at 3:45 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Librarians Jill Farrer and Kathy
Muhm will coach interested young
readersintheprogram. Thereisnoage
requirement, but children must know
how to read in order to participate.

“There will be no memorizing, no
props and no costumes,” said Ms.
Muhm. “The children will practice
reading short scripts based on folk-
lore and then will present them that
same afternoon.”

Pre-registration is necessary. For
more information, please call the
library’s Youth Services Department
at (908) 789-4090, extension no. 3.

Severa other programs also are
scheduled. For adults, “TGIF: John
Singer Sargent” will be featured to-
morrow, Friday, January 12, at 1:30
p.m. Influenced by the impressionist
movement, Sargent is known for his
portraits and landscapes. The TGIF
topicsfor the following two Fridays,
January 19 and 26, will beL ucilleBall
and Ellis Idand, respectively. Both

Dr. King Service Set

For Sunday Evening

SCOTCH PLAINS - St. John's
Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenuein Scotch Plains, will holdits
annual memoria service in remem-
brance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
this Sunday, January 14, at 7 p.m.

The Reverend Bernadette Glover,
assistant to Bishop Donald Hilliard
of theCathedral International in Perth
Amboy, will be the guest speaker.
Severa specia activities aso have
been planned for this service. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

also will begin at 1:30 p.m.

The Alzheimer’s Association,
Greater New Jersey Chapter will
present “Clinical Trials 101: An In-
troduction for Family Caregivers’
from 10 am. to noon on Saturday,
January 20. To register, please call
the Alzheimer’'s Association at (973)
586-4300.

“Business and Investment Re-
sourcesOnline” will beheld on Tues-
day, January 30, at 10 am. Partici-
pants must know how to use amouse
and a keyboard. This demonstration
hands-on class will cover the basics
of ReferenceUSA, NetAdvantageand
Hoover's. Registration is required.

“Preschool Storytime,” for ages
three-and-a-half to five, will be held
on Wednesdays, January 17, 24 and
31. Participants may attend sessions
at 10 am. or 1:30 p.m.

“Toddler Group,” for babies and
toddlersup to agetwo-and-a-half and
acaregiver, will beavailableon Thurs-
days, January 18 and 25, at 10 am.

“Tots Storytime,” for childrenages
two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half
with a caregiver, will be offered on
Fridays, January 19and 26, at 10a.m.

“Mamma Mania — Tales of the
Wild” will take place on Saturday,
January 27, at 10:30 am. It is de-
signed for ages four and up. Partici-
pants are asked to register by calling
the library’s Children’s Department
at (908) 789-4090, extension no. 3.

Finaly, youngsters are invited to
play chess every Saturday from 10
am. to noon at the library.

Unless otherwise noted, al pro-
grams are free and open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.
For moreinformation, pleasecall (908)
789-4090, visit thelibrary’ swebsiteat
wminj.org or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

preceding agreements.

CIVIL UNIONS
ARE NOW THE LAW

Governor Jon Corzine has just signed into law new
Legislation establishing CIVIL UNIONS. It is important
to know that your rights can be protected by a pre-Civil
Union Agreement (similar to the often utilized pre-Marital
Agreement) prior to your entering into a Civil Union.

Should you have any questions about what this means to
you, the Cranford Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is
pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. Chair of
its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq., will provide a free office
conference, so that your rights may be explained and your
questions answered in connection with Civil Unions and

Call (908) 272-0200
Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

FOR PRE-GRAND oP

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s
most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage
of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education,
nutrition and professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:

» Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
» Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
» Personalized Programs
x Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
» Nurses
» Medical Advisory Board
» Full Service Day Spa
» Child Care
» Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
» Sauna
» Steamroom
» Aqua Therapy
» Physical/Occupational Therapy
» Cardiac Rehab Phase Il
» Cooking Classroom
» Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:

s Treadmills

» Stair Steppers

» Upright/Recumbent Bikes
» Ellipticals

» Rowers

» Free Weights

» Selectorized Equipment
» Pilates Reformers

» Cybex

» Stretch Stations

» FreeMotion

x TechnoGym

» Kinesis

» Nautilus

» HammerStrength

» Keiser

u LifeFitness

» Precor

» NordicTrack

» BodyMasters,

and much more...

"hllll“"

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES

& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY

PROGRAMS:

» Healthy Cooking Classes

» Nutritional Counseling

» Registered Dietician

» Adolescent Programs

» Speakers Bureau

» AED/CPR Training

» Physician Lectures

» Diabetes Education

» Health Screenings

» Stress Management

u Variety of Weight
Management Courses

» Wellness Health Fairs

» Youth Programs

u Parent & Me

» Swim Instruction

u Lifesaving Training

) &
Ms. Alexie Kupka and Michael A. Duelks

Ms. Alexre Kupka
To Wed Michael Duelks

Mr. and Mrs. John Kupka of
Cranford have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
AlexieKupka,toMichael A. Duelks.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Duelks of Westfield.

A 1997 graduate of Cranford High
School, the bride-to-be received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Commu-
nications from Bloomsburg Univer-
sity in Bloomsburg, Pa. in 2001. She
is employed as a senior supervisor
with Kelly Services in Cranford.

Library to Hold Session

On Digital Pictures

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“Digital Pictures: Onlineand InYour
Hands’ at 7 p.m. onWednesday, Janu-
ary 24, in its Community Room. No
registration is required.

Reference Librarian Jenny
Lichtenwalner will discuss how indi-
viduals can manage their digital pic-
turesby using one of the many online
photo sharing and printing services.

All programs at thelibrary are free
and open to al interested partici-
pants. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

PT REPORTERS NEEDED

Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Mustbe able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interestinaregularbeatin order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Mr. Duelks graduated from
Westfield High School in 2001 and
from the Union County Fire Acad-
emy in Linden in 2003. The future
bridegroom is a professional
firefighter/Emergency Medical Tech-
nician with the Westfield Fire De-
partment.

The couple is planning a spring
2008 wedding.

Jewish Friends Plan

Celebrity Déli Lunch

AREA —The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold aMeet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, January 21, at
noon at Jack Cooper’s Celebrity Deli.

Theeatery islocated at 1199Amboy
Avenue (in the Tano Mall) in Edison.
Thecost is$3 plusthepriceof ameal/
tip off the menu. To respond, please
call Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Westfield PBA to Hold

Blood Drive January 19

WESTFIELD - Westfield
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
Local 90 will hold a blood drive on
Friday, January 19, from 2 to 7:30
p.m. in the Community Room of the
WestfieldMunicipal Building, located
at 425 East Broad Street.

New Jersey Blood Services (divi-
sion of New York Blood Services)
hasissued an urgent appeal for blood
donations. NJBS needs to conduct
an estimated 250 blood drives per
month and needs approximately
120,000 donors annually to supply
New Jersey hospitals.

Volunteer donors must be at least
17 years old, weigh a minimum of
110 pounds and be in good general
health. The blood donation process
takeslessthan an hour and includesa
free mini medical examination (tem-
perature, iron count, pulse rate and
blood pressure).

Donorswill need aphoto or signa-
ture identification and knowledge of
their Social Security number. For
questionsabout the donation process,
please call NJBS at (800) 933-2566.

ENING DISCOUNTS!

150 Orr MwBERSHIP

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends

1/25/07. Cannot be combined with any other offer. First time visitors.

Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.
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RW] RAHWAY

FITNESS & WELLNESS CENTER

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

Our information and enrollment center is open

Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-5

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.

Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100

Samantha L uscombe Named
‘Point of Light’ For Service

WESTFIELD - Samantha
Luscombe, 16, the daughter of Nancy
and Peter L uscombe of Westfield and
a junior at Westfield High School,
was selected as the National Daily
Point of Light for December 28, 2006.

This award honors an individual
who is making a positive and lasting
differenceinthelivesof othersandis
given each weekday by the Points of
Light Foundationin cooperationwith
the Corporation for National Service
and the Knights of Columbus.

For 11 years, Samantha has been a
Girl Scout. She recently completed
requirementsfor her Girl Scout Gold
Award by organizing a “Bear Fair”
Local youngsterswereinvited to stuff
plush animalsfor youngstersin pain-
ful or stressful situations.

In al, 155 animals were then do-
nated to the Westfield police and fire
departments and the rescue squad,
the Hospitality for the Homel ess Net-
work through the Church of St. Helen
in Westfield and Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside. The
animals are being distributed to chil-
dren present at policecals, homefires
and accidents and to those in the hos-
pital and homeless networks.

A three-time recipient of the
President’s Volunteer Service Award
— Silver Level, Samantha has contin-
ued her community service efforts
since then. She has collected more
than 500 picture postcards with good
wishes from all over the world for a
child with brain cancer and helped at
a Breast Cancer Awareness Day.

Samantha was an invited speaker
November 3 at the Association of
Fundraising Professionals’ (formerly
the Nationa Society of Fundraising
Executives) New Jersey Conference
on Philanthropy asayouth philanthro-
pist. She spoke about appropriate ser-
vice for children of al ages; the ease
and importance of getting children
interested in philanthropy at a young
age and actud projects she has done
through the years, as well as plansto
teach philanthropy to the Brownie
troop she co-leads as a Westfield Girl
Scout Leader in Training.

In addition to letters from elected
officials and a special plague com-

Movie Matinee on Tap

For Moms/Daughters

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hostaM other/Daugh-
ter Movie Matinee on Sunday, Janu-
ary 21, at 2 p.m. Girlsingrades3to 6
andtheir mothersareinvitedto attend
a screening of The Ssterhood of the
Traveling Pants.

The festivities aso will include
snacks and games. This program is
open to both JCC members and the
general public. The cost is $10 per
family and the deadline to make res-
ervations is Wednesday, January 17.

TheJCCislocated at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information or to make areservation,
please contact Jodi Baxter at
jbaxter@jccnj.orgor (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 235. Information also
is available at jcenj.org.

memorating her being honored as a
“Point of Light,” Samanthawill have
her own permanent pageonthePoints
of Light website describing her com-
munity service efforts. The address
is: http://pointsoflight.org/awards/
dpol and Samantha spermanent page
is http://pointsoflight.org/awards/
dpol/3366.

Samantha has yet more plans for
thenew year, among them organizing
and running a hepatitis C awareness
day this spring and helping at a teen/
senior dance in summer of 2007.

AN INSPI RATION Samantha
L uscombe of Westfield speaks during
the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals New Jer sey Conferenceon Phi-
lanthropy November 3 about ways to
inspire children toward philanthropy
and her own experiences in helping
othersover the years.

Carnival For Families

To Take Place at CSH

MOUNTAINSIDE - The
Mountainside Twigs, in conjunction
with Children’s Specialized Hospital,
will sponsor acarnival for thesiblings
and parents of children with special
needs. It will take place on Saturday,
January 27,from10am.t012:30 p.m.
at the CSH facility at 150 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside.

The Twigs, one of the hospitd’s
volunteer groups, has been working
with the Recreation/Child Life De-
partment to create an event where par-
ents can spend some quality time and
have fun with their other children.

Among the planned activities are
carnival-type gameswith prizes, face
and hand painting; crafts; a graffiti
wall and family photographs. Should
parents feel the need for some quiet
time, too, they can participate in the
parents-only areawheretherewill be
light refreshments, aromatherapy and
massages.

Information about the Disabilities
AwarenessProgram at CSH and other
programsfor siblingsof special needs
children, including ClubSib and Sat-
urday Sibs, aso will be available.
Thereisno feeto attend the carnival;
however, those interested are asked
tocall LindaNordstrom at (908) 301-
5488 by Wednesday, January 24. Reg-
istration is limited.

Seeit all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Ramsey Berman, P.C.

973.267.9600

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962
FAX: 973.984.1632

Specializing in:

www.hrb-nj.com

e " MATTRESS FACTORY

www.mattressfac.com

Mattresses & Box Springs

Made on the Premises
e Open To The Public °
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RELOCATED
FROM: Garwood

Factory DIRECT

Fanwood Factory
35 South Avenue Fanwood
(908) 322- 4178 or Toll- free (377) MATT-FAC

Tired of Your
Matiress

*Hi-Risers
*Brass Beds

* Bunkie Boards
* Custom Sizes
* Electric Beds

* Folding Cots
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* DELIVERY
* SET-UP
* REMOVAL

Showroom

MON-FRI10TO6 THURS10TO8 SAT10TO5 SUN12TOS5
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Man to Share HisVision of Heaven
After Devastating Highway Crash

By PASTOR KEVIN BRENNAN

The beginning of a new year is a
great timeto assesswherewe' vebeen
and where we're going. We know
where we've been, but do we know
where we are going? What does the
future hold for you? Isyour life only
composed of the events of thisworld,
or is there aworld beyond this one?

What if someonehad
the opportunity to go
into atime machineto
the future and come
back and tell us? Well,
someone apparently
has, and hewill behere
in Scotch Plainsto talk
about it. His name is
Don Piper. His book,
“90 Minutes In
Heaven,” was recently
listed at No. 9 on The
New York Times best-
seller list.

On Wednesday morning, January
18, 1989, Don Piper loaded up his
1986 Red Ford Escort in therain and
headed home from a conference in
Lake Livingston, Tex. At 11:45 am.,
a tractor-trailer weaved across the
center laneof I-45and hit Don Piper’'s
car head on. The wheels of the truck
went on top of the Ford Escort, crush-
ing it and Don in the process. The
truck then struck two other vehicles,
injuring those passengers.

EMTs were on the scene in mo-
ments. Blood had seeped out of Don’s
ears, nose and eyes, indicating severe
internal injuries. They checked Don’s
vital signs...nothing. They pro-
nounced him dead at 11:45a.m., cov-
ered him with atarp and went to tend
to the injuries of others.

Texas state law required that Don
be officialy pronounced dead before
his body could be removed from the
scene. Otherwise, he would have to
betakentoahospital. Soat 1:15p.m.,
90 minutes later, they came back to
Don’s body to get ready to extricate
it. Before doing so they checked his
vitalsonce again...nothing. They of-
ficially pronounced him dead and ar-

Cookbook Authors

To Appear at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — Authors Bar-
baraWasser and Risé Routenberg will
discuss their cookbook,“Divine Ko-
sher Cuising” on Thursday, January
18, at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey.

They will prepareavariety of dishes
featured in their cookbook for all
attendees to sample. They aso will
discusstechniques, answer questions
and sign books.

This event is open to both JCC
membersand thecommunity at large.
The cost to attend is $24 for JCC
members, $29 for non-members and
$20 for senior citizens and students.
Space is limited and advance regis-
tration is strongly recommended.

TheJCCislocated at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
details on the workshop or to register,
please contact Susan Lemerman at
demerman@jccnj.org_or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 205. Information
also isavailable at jcenj.org.

Don Piper

ranged for a car to take his body to a
mortuary.

In the meantime, Dick Onerecker,
one of the speakers at the conference
that Don had just attended, was stuck
in the ensuing traffic jam. After sit-
ting in his car for about an hour, he
felt aprompting to go to the scene of
the accident and pray for whoever
was involved.

He asked for permis-
sion from the police of-
ficer on the scene and
was told the man in the
red car was dead. The
policeman warned him,
“You haven't seen any-
thing thisbad.” The only
access Dick had was
throughthetrunk. Hehad
to stretch his body over
the back seat and extend
his hand to touch Don’s
right shoulder.

Dick prayed the most passionate,
fervent, emotiona prayer of hislife.
Asheended hisprayer hesangtheold
hymn, “What A Friend We Have In
Jesus.” Suddenly, the song became a
duet asDick Onerecker wasjoined by
Don Piper. Don would later say that
in that moment he was aware of two
things: he could hear himself singing
with someone and he could fed a
strong, powerful hand clutch hisright
hand tightly.

During those 90 minutes, Don had
gone to heaven. His life is now com-
mitted to telling others of what he
experienced there. He will be at the
Evangel Church in Scotch Plains on
Sunday morning, January 28, at 9 and
11am.todescribeit. All arewelcome
tocomeand perhapsfind theanswer to
the questions about our destiny.

Pastor Brennan servesas pastor of
the Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

FUSP Series Attendees

Invited to Pizza Party

AREA —Peoplewho have attended
the “Think Globally, Act Locally”
lecture series at the First Unitarian
Society of Plainfield church and oth-
ersinterested in social justice issues
are invited to a community pizza
party at 6 p.m. on Friday, January 19.
It will be held at the FUSP church at
724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.

FUSP’'s congregation includes
residents of Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Since September, the
church’s Social Justice Committee
has hosted four lecturesin its series.
Topicsincluded oil dependence, edu-
cation and jobs, urban political orga-
nizing and workers' rights.

The“ Think Globally,Act Locally”
series will resume in February with
a lecture on environmental justice
by Robert Spiegel, director of the
Edison Wetlands Association. Fu-
ture topics include building peace,
racial justice and civil libertiesin an
age of terrorism.

Another community pizzaparty in
Junewill wrap up theseries. For more
details, please call (908) 756-0750.
Information on the church and its
programsal soisavailableat fusp.org.

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment
Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com

of Washington Rock Council Chief Executive Officer Donna Dolce of Fanwood.
A member of Brownie Troop 82, Kaavya holds her logo design that will com-
memorate GSWRC’s50th anniversary. Her design was selected from mor e than
50 entries.

Girl Scout Council Unvells
Logo For 50th Anniversary

WESTFIELD — The start of 2007
also marked the beginning of the
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council’s 50th anniversary year.
Established in 1957, the Westfield-
based GSWRC serves more than
11,000 girls in Union, Middlesex
and Somerset counties.

Amongthe24 communitieswithin
the council’s jurisdiction are
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heightsand
Garwood.

In anticipation of the milestone
anniversary, GSWRC put a call out
to current Girl Scouts interested in
designing a logo to commemorate
the occasion. The logo contest was
held in late 2006, with the design
selected in early December.

Morethan 50 girlsof all agesfrom
all across the council’s jurisdiction
entered logo designs symbolizing
GSWRC's 50th anniversary. After
considering al the submissions, the
50th anniversary committee, com-
prised of GSWRC staff members
and community volunteers, chose
the design submitted by Kaavya
Krishna Kumar.

A third-grade Brownie from the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains community,
Kaavya sdesignincorporatesthetra-
ditional Girl Scout hand sign with
the key phrases of the national mis-

sion statement in all three fingers —
courage, confidence and character.
According to the GSWRC, the logo
will be reproduced on T-shirts and
other apparel and also will be fea
tured onapatch. Kaavyaisamember
of Troop 82.

For more information on the
GSWRC and its programs and ser-
vicesfor girlsand adults, pleasevisit
the council’s website at
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Rotary Club to Hold

Benefit Wine Tasting

FANWOOD - The Fanwood-
Scotch PlainsRotary Clubwill holda
wine tasting event on Wednesday,
January 17, from 7 to 10 p.m. at
Giovanna's Restaurant, located on
South Avenue and Terrill Road in
Plainfield.

Wine expert Tom Jackson will tell
those in attendance about the back-
ground of thewinesserved during the
three-course dinner.

The cost is $65 per person and all
proceeds will support the charities of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club. Interestedindividual sare asked
to respond by Monday, January 15.
To respond or obtain more informa-
tion, please call Nell Schembre at
(908) 889-9500.

For All Your Business, Tax

S,
S,

CERTIFIED

& Financial Needs

SCHEMBRE& GANNON

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Call for an appointment

Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host their

40™ ANNIVERSARY

OPEN HOUSE

1

g

We cordially invite you to help us celebrate our
Tenth Anniversary! Come in from the cold and join us
) for an evening of raffles, refreshments and tours! y 3

» WHEN: Thursday, January 18th, 2007 E}
TIME:  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. d
3 WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood Q
a 295 South Avenue A 3
Fanwood, NJ 07023 ‘\\ ‘
{

; 2 RSVP: 908-654-5200 I8

Open to the Public — Please join us for this informative event — Everyone is welcome!
www.chelseaseniorliving.com

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and commumnity
involvement and family education.

THE CHELSEA

A T F AN WO O D

Enjoy
$10 Off

Dip into sometr

The Melting Pot is the country's premier fondue restaurant featuring
four course Fondue dinners with an award winning martini and wine list.
We're perfect for that romantic evening for two, celebration of memorable
events, a gathering of cherished friends, corporate parties, or even a
late night chocolate fondue and cocktail.

The SS

Melfing Pot.

a fondue restaurant

190 West Main Street | Somerville | 908.575.8010
"EXCELLENT! Great spot to hang with friends” — ZAGAT Survey 2006/07
“The Melting Pot is pure entertainment’ — The New York Times

Ing different!

Enjoy $10 towards a fondue dinner for two

or four-course fondue dinner for two.

Valid Sunday — Thursday at the Somerville location only.
Not valid with any other promotion, for tax or gratuity.
One offer per table.

fondue coast to coast | locally owned and operated | www.meltingpot.com

King Association to Conduct
Annual Memorial Service

WESTFIELD —On Monday, Janu-
ary 15, theDr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association will hold its annual me-
morial service honoring the late civil
rights leader at 1 p.m. It will take
place at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.

A procession to the church will
begin at 12:30 p.m. from the Martin
Luther King Memorial on the circle
near the Westfield train station. All
areinvited to attend both the proces-
sion and the service.

TheReverend Leon Randall, presi-
dent of the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Association and pastor emeritus of
St. Luke sAfrican Methodist Episco-
pal Zion Churchin Westfield, will be
the featured speaker at the memorial
service.

Activein Westfield for years, Rev-
erend Randall led the effort to dedi-
cate a street to the memory of enter-
tainer and activist Paul Robeson as
well as establishing a permanent
memorial to Dr. King in the town.

He has been a member of the Ro-
tary Club of Westfield and aWestfield
Senior Housing trustee and served on
the mayor’'s Planning Commission
for a Better Westfield.

During the service, the top high

school essay and poem from the
association’sannual essay contest for
students will be read and certificates
presented to all winners.

Thetheme of thisyear’s essay con-
test was the power of forgiveness.
Childrenin al gradeswereinvited to
submit poetry, essays and artwork
illustrating what forgiveness means.

Winning essaysand poemswill be
featured as a supplement to the me-
morial service program. Prizes for
the contest are savings bondsin $50,
$100, $200 and $500 denominations
at the various grade levels and cat-
egories.

African Violet Group

To Meat Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ingon Thursday, January 18, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Jan Riemer will offer a dide pre-
sentation on the “Minneapolis Con-
vention Show.” Anyone interested in
African violets is invited to attend.
For further information, please call
Joe Kelley at (908) 232-4491.

Retrospective to Showcase
History of Blacks In Film

FANWOOD — A program on the
contributionsof African-Americansto
the film industry is among severa
upcoming events at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library. Thelibrary islocated
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Local film/video archivist Russell
Scholl will present “Underneath the
Harlem Moon: African-Americans
inthe Early Years of the Cinema” on
Wednesday, January 17, at 7:30 p.m.
It will showcasethe pioneering work
of black actorsand filmmakersfrom
the first half of the 20th century.

The program includes “all-black
cast” shorts plus excerpts from fea-
ture films, and incorporates drama,
comedy, cartoons and Soundies —
short music films made for coin-
operated “video jukeboxes’ in the
1940s. It is designed to show con-
temporary viewers how some things
have changed over timewhile others
have remained the same.

On Thursday, January 18, the
library’s Adult Book Club will dis-
cuss“TheMan In My Basement” by
Walter Mosley at 7:30 p.m. All are

welcomebut partici pantsareencour-
aged to read the book beforethe meet-
ing date. Those needing a copy of the
book are asked to call the library.

For children, “Winter Storytimes’
are being held on Tuesdays through
February 13. Sessions take place at
10:30 am. for four- and five-year-
olds and at 11:15 am. for three-
year-olds. Each session includes a
story and craft or activity. A parent
or other responsible adult must re-
main in the children’s department
during this program.

“Nursery Rhyme Time” is being
held at 10:30 am. on Wednesdays
through February 14 for children 18to
35 monthsold and a participating par-
ent or other caring adult. Sessions
featuresongs, rhymesandfinger plays.

Finally, “Brain Games’ for both
adultsand youngsterswill take place
on Monday, January 22, from 3:30
to 4:30 p.m. Activities for all ages
will be featured.

For more information about any
of the library programs, please call
the library at (908) 322-6400.

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-0800 phone

(866) 518-0800 il fiee

% OK! WE'RE READY

NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage

www.westfieldmortgage.com
Send e-mail to loans@westfieldmortgage.com

The loan you want, the service you deserve.”

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insrance

A7 NEXT TIME, DEAR,
| LET's JUST cALL
WESTFIELD MORTGAGE.

Mario C. GURRIERI, EsqQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of
DUGHI & HEWIT

340 North Avenue m Cranford, New Jersey 07016

www.dhplaw.net

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

m 32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

® Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years

m Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

B Accredited Mediator

m Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
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Worden W. Gentino, 91, Sales Manager;
Baseball Coach and Hospice Volunteer

Worden W. Gentino, 91, of Lititz,
Pa. died on Monday, January 8, after
abrief illness.

Born June 29, 1915 in Hartford,
Conn., Ward was the son of Charles
and Alice Gentino. He attended the
University of Pennsylvaniaand gradu-
ated fromitsWharton School of Busi-
ness. Ward was active in
sports throughout high
school and college and
upon graduation played
professional baseball in
Canada.

While in the Army and
stationed in Pendleton,
Ore., he met Wilma Doris
Nolan, whom he married
in 1943. He was sent over-
seas to China, where he
served as a captain in the
Signa Corps. Upon hisre-
turn, he and Doris moved to the Mid-
west, where Ward began a career in
hardware sales.

INn1962, Wardand hisfamily moved
to Westfield, N.J. He took a position
with Evans Rule Co. in Elizabeth,

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-15

AWARDED TO: Rogut & McCarthy,
PC, Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide specialized coun-
sel services in connection with the issu-
ance of bonds or notes by the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T -1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-14
AWARDED TO: NW Financial, Jersey
City, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide financial advi-
sory services
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T-1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forgetall evil against me and that in
allinstances in my life You are with
me. [ want this short prayer to thank
You as I confirm once again that I
never want to be separated from
You in eternal glory. Thank you for
your mercy towards me and mine.
Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

V.S.

where he served as sales manager
until his retirement in 1988.

While in Westfield, he was an ac-
tive member of the Westfield Boost-
ers Association, a youth baseball
coach and a supportive fan at local
sporting events. Ward especially en-
joyed hiswork asahospice volunteer
during the first 10 years of
his retirement.

He moved to Lititz in
1998 to be close to family.
WhileinLititz, Ward served
on the governing board of
his condominium associa-
tion, enjoyed family and
newfound friends and con-
tinued to cheer on the New
York teams from afar.

His loving wife, Doris,

Worden W. Gentino predeceased him in 1983.

Surviving are his son,
Stephen, and hiswife, Linda, of Lititz;
hisdaughters, Catherineand Patricia,
both of Seattle, Wash., and four grand-
children.

Relativesand friendsareinvited to
aremembrance service to be held at
11 am. tomorrow, Friday, January
12, at the General Sutter Inn
(www.general sutterinn.com)inLititz.

Those desiring may make memo-
rial contributions to their local hos-
pice program.

January 11, 2007

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-21

AWARDED TO: Schwartz, Simon,
Edlestein, Celso & Kessler, Florham
Park, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide Counsel Ser-
vices to the Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T-1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Thurs-
day, January 4, 2007 memorialized the
following Board action taken on Decem-
ber 4, 2006:

06-22 MICHAEL MAHONEY, LLC, 649
&655FOURTHAVENUE, BLOCK
3303, LOTS 7 & 8 (FRANK &
PATRICIA DECKER OWNERS
OF LOT 8); SEEKING PRELIMI-
NARY MAJOR SUBDIVISON
WITH NO VARIANCES. APPLI-
CANT SEEKS TO DEMOLISH
TWO EXISTING HOUSES,
SLATE PATIO WITH BBQ, AR-
BOR, PAVED DRIVEWAYS,
FRAME GARAGE, TENNIS
COURT, COMBINE BOTH LOTS,
AND SUBDIVIDE COMBINED
LOTS INTO FOUR (4) NEWLY
CONFORMING LOTS, AND CON-
STRUCT FOUR (4) NEW SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLINGS ENDING IN
A CUL-DE-SAC. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
Fee: $26.52

1T-1/11/07, The Leader

Novena to St. Jude

Oh holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need,; to you | have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great powers
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my urgent position. In re-
turn | promise to make your name
known and your cause to be in-
voked. Amen.

Say three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and for all who invoke
your aid! Publication must be
promised. This novena (nine con-
secutive days) has never been
known to fail.

V.S.

personal

GRAY MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
12 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE
CRANFORD, NJ 07016
908.276.0092

DALE R. SCHOUSTRA, MGR.

(NJ Lic. No. 3707)

AL G
G][‘cﬁllg] JFHMBT@]I H@mes

When the need arises, remember ...

compare costs ...
compare staff ...

But, most important, you deserve personal service by
Funeral Directors who truly care.

At Gray Funeral Homes, we create unique,
and meaningful
Directors who have truly cared since 1897.

When your need is greatest, call

CHARLES ). TOMBS
(NJ Lic. No. 4006)

:;zm' )e!'don.aﬁ'zecj, (JI’( ni 'iec[ an.f.! af om{aé/cl service
f
or -a.m.i/ie:j O/cwery -a.ifA.

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

B e

funerals with Funeral

GRAY FUNERAL HOME

318 E. BROAD ST.
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
908.233.0143

WiLtiam A. DoOYLE, MGR.
(NJ Lic. No. 2325)

— Obituaries —

William M cFarlane, 82, Was Salesman;
Enjoyed Cards, Pool and All Sports

William “Bill” McFarlane, a lov-
ing husband, father, grandfather, uncle
and friend, passed away on
Sunday, November 12, at
his home in Santa Cruz,
Cdlif., of a battled illness.
He was 82 years old.

Born in New Jersey, he
grew up in Westfield and
served in the United States
Navy from 1942 to 1946 as
a Seaman First Class.

In 1973, Bill moved to
Sarasota, Fla., wherehewas
acar salesman for 35 years
with partner Paul. Five
years ago, he moved to Santa Cruz to
be closer to family.

Bill loved playing cards and pool
with other residents of the Park. He
also enjoyed hunting, fishing,
racecars, baseball and all sports.

He is survived by his wife of 34
years, Violet McFarlane; three sons,

Legal Advertising

MORE IN BACK'SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-22

AWARDEDTO: Ard Appraisers, Clark,
New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide appraisal ser-
vices

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T-1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

William McFarlane

Bill McFarlane of Garwood, N.J.,
Philip McFarlane of Branchville, N.J.
and Evan McFarlane of
Newton, N.J.; his first
cousin, Eleanor Butler of
Westfield; a stepdaughter,
Susie Donaico  of
Campbell, Calif.; three
stepsons, Gerald L. Hooper
of SantaCruz, Calif., Rusty
H. Hooper of Yuba City,
Calif. and Ron S. Hooper
of San Jose, Cadlif.; his
nieces Kathy and Sonig;
13 grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren and
his former wife, Lillian.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Henry Henderson M cFarlane
and Mabel Paulison McFarlane, and
by a sister, Kathryn Leonardow.

His ashes will be scattered out to

sea at alater date.
January 11, 2007

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF REGULAR
SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF
THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
(In compliance with the open public
meetings act-chapter 231, P.L. 1975)

Notice is hereby given by the Environ-
mental Commission of the Township of
Scotch Plains of the following Scheduled
Meetings:

January 22, 2007
February 26, 2007
March 19, 2007
April 16, 2007
May 21, 2007
June 18, 2007
July 16, 2007
August 20, 2007
September 17, 2007
October 15, 2007
November 19, 2007
December 17, 2007

All meetings are held at 8:00 p.m. on the
second floor of the Municipal Building,
Room 202, located at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Cathy Fluta, Secretary
Environmental Commission
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-23
AWARDED TO: Appraisal Associates,
Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide appraisal ser-
vices
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T -1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-20
AWARDED TO: Harbor Associates,
Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Land Surveying
Services to the County of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$30,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T -1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-13
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney, &
Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide statutory audits
of accounts of the County of Union and its
agencies
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T-1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuanttoN.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-52
amending (Resolution No. 2006-676)
AWARDED TO: Continuum Voiceand

Data Systems, Syracuse, New York
SERVICES: to cover maintenance
agreements
PERIOD: June 30, 2011
COSTS: amount by $35,073.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1T-1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Caring ¢ Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

| Westfield
il 556 Westfield Avenue
4 233-0255
“F| John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255

Charles V. Dooley
Manager

NJ License # 3703

Jean M. Nye, 93, Avid Bridge Player;
Was Longtime Resident of Westfield

Jean M. Nye, 93, of Westfield
passed away on Tuesday, January 2,
at the Francis E. Parker Memorial
Home in New Brunswick.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
inWestfield for most of her
life, except for afew years
during World War Il when
she and her husband were
transferred to Washington
D.C.

Mrs. Nyegraduatedfrom
Westfield High School in
1930andattended Syracuse
University, where she ma-

Nye of New York City; two grand-
daughters, Terrie McCoy of Sesttle,
Wash. and Jean Bechtel of
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; ason-in-law, Colo-
nel Graham D. Vernon of Carlide, Pa;;
a sister-in-law, Jeanne
Meiklgjohnof ScotchPlains,
andfivegreat-grandchildren.
A memorial service will
beheldat 11 am. on Satur-
day, January 13, in the
chapel of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318

joredinartand wasamem-
ber of the Pi Beta Phi So-
rority. It was at Syracuse where she
met her husband, Robert Nye. They
were married on September 5, 1935
andwerehappily marriedfor 56 years
until Mr. Nye passed away in 1991.

Mrs. Nye did extensive volunteer
work. She was a member of the
Westfield Servicel eague, theWestfield
Garden Club and the Auxiliary of
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

An exceptionally good and very
enthusiastic bridge player, she spent
many happy hoursat thebridgetable.
She had many, many friends as a
result. Mrs. Nye also was a hit of a
gambler. She enjoyed playing poker
and going to the Monmouth Race
Track. Mr. and Mrs. Nye also were
longtime members of Echo Lake
Country ClubinWestfield, wherethey
played bridge and enjoyed the many
dances there.

Her oldest daughter, SusanVernon,
aphysicist, died in 1999.

Surviving are her daughter, Deborah

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-01-12

CONTRACTOR: Rudderman &
Glickman, P.C.; 675 Morris Avenue,
Springfield, New Jersey

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Labor
Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $17.85

Jean M. Nye

East Broad Street in
Westfield.

January 11, 2007

Gertrude Wolff, 87

Gertrude “Pat” Wolff, 87, of Juno
Beach, Fla. died on Wednesday, De-
cember 27, at the Jupiter Medical
Center in Jupiter, Fla.

Bornin Jersey City, shehad resided
in Westfield for many years before
moving to Florida 27 years ago.

A son, William C. Wolff, prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are her husband of 66
years, Harold S. Wolff; ason, Harold
S.Wolff, Jr.; adaughter, L eslie Patten
Wolff, and three grandchildren.

Visitation will take placefrom 7 to
9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, January 12,
at the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad StreetinWestfield. A graveside
service will be held at 11 am. on
Saturday, January 13, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

January 11, 2007

Pancake Breakfast

Set for January 15

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center will hold the
annual Dr. Martin Luther King
Pancake Breskfast at the center’s
building, located at 558 West
Broad Street (at the corner of
Palsted Avenue).

Itwill beheld on Monday, Janu-
ary 15, from 8t0 10:30 am. Tick-
etsare $5 and can be purchased at
the door. The Westfield Commu-
nity Center has been serving the
local community for over 70years
and is a United Fund agency.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/7/07

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuantto N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-54

AWARDED TO: St Barnabas, Toms
River, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide the Employee
Assistance Program

PERIOD: for an additional 60 days

Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1T -1/7/07, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 8, 2007 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 11, 2006 meeting:

Michael & Lynn Fernandez, 12 Sandra
Circle, seeking permission to enclose a
screened in porch to erect a family room
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. This
application was memorialized at the
February 14, 2005 meeting. Applicant
is requesting a 12-month extension of
variance approval from December 12,
2005 to December 11, 2006. Applicant
is requesting an additional 12 month
extension of variance approval from
December 11, 2006 to December 10,
2007. Application Approved.

Lei Chen & Yun Bai, 729 Kimball Av-
enue. Applicant seeking permission to
construct a one story addition, a two story
addition and a new second floor over the
existing first floor. Applicant is seeking
variances from sections 11.06E6 and
12.03B1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication Approved.

Joe Penyak, Sr., 121 Cacciola Place.
Applicant seeking permission to demolish
the existing two family building and con-
struct a new two family building. Applica-
tion Denied.

Liang Luo & Ling Pang, 50 Doris Park-
way. Seeking permission to construct a
deck in the back yard contrary to Section
11.09E5 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication Approved.

James McCabe, 1034 Coolidge Street.
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a small first floor addition to the kitchen
(approximately 10 square feet) and to add
asmallenclosed frontentry (approximately
27 square feet) and a front portico. Appli-
cant proposes to raise the roof on a portion
of the existing second floor. Applicant also
proposes to erect (retain) a shed (approxi-
mately 56 square feet). Applicant is seek-
ing variances from Sections 12.04F1,
11.09E6, and 13.01G1b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved.

Covington RE Holdings, LLC, 597
Westfield Avenue. Applicant seeking a
use variance to use his building in the P-2
Zone for the offices of licensed investment
advisors. The P-2 zone permits the offices
of specific professionals but licensed in-
vestment advisors are not included as a
permitted use. Applicant also proposes to
construct a wrap around porch and seeks
site plan approval for same. Applicant
seeks variances from Sections 11.21A,
12.03D, and 11.21E5 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved.

Marsha & Thomas Detrano, 209
Clifton Street. Applicant seeking permis-
sion to construct an addition to an existing
family room contrary to Section 11.06E of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
Approved.

Mr. & Mrs. John Cooke, 428 Mountain
Avenue. Applicant seeking permission to
construct an addition to an existing family
room contrary to Section 11.06E of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application Ap-
proved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1T-1/11/07, The Leader Fee: $68.85

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on January 8, 2007,
the Board adopted the Preliminary and
Final Site Plan approval of Dexter Manag-
ing Company for 1985 Route 22, West,
Block 1901, Lots 4 & 7 with the requested
Variances.

The file pertaining to this application isin
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-01-08

CONTRACTOR: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole & Wisler, LLP; 500 Frank W. Burr
Boulevard, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666

NATURE OF SERVICE: Redevelop-
ment Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott
McDonald; 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
New Jersey 07041

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed C-3 Sewer Operator as
required by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Amount of $9,000.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray

Town Clerk

Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN, that atthe
Planning Board Meeting of the township of
Scotch Plains held on January 8, 2007,
the Board adopted the Preliminary and
Final Major Subdivision approval for Ernest
Fantini, t/a Better View Homes for Pheas-
ant Lane, Block 15601, Lots 16, 18.01, 22
& 24 in Scotch Plains and Block 7, Lots 56,
58 & 64 in the City of Plainfield for four lots
into seven new building lots in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains with bulk variances
and a de minimis exception under the
Residential Site Improvement Standards.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Planning Board Secretary
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TAKE NOTICE that the meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library originally scheduled for Thurs-
day, January 25 has been changed to
Monday, January 29.

The date for the October 2007 meeting
as published in the annual notice of meet-
ings was incorrectly listed as October 27.
The correct date is Thursday, October 25.

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1T-1/11/07, The Leader

1T-1/11/07, The Times

1T-1/11/07, The Leader

Fee: $19.38
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,-‘-“"""':F-Experienced, Ph.D. Organizational Psychologist

«Strategically aligned, customized engagements,

«Cost-effective executive coaching to support

personal and business results,

as well as by phone,

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
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colleges or Universities
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DOUGHER NETS 24, VENEZ|A SINKS 19, BONARD 15

Raider s Scorch Blue Devils
In, 63-57, Double OT Classic

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Bryan Dougher and
junior forward Lordly Okarter pretty
much did it al to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team to a 63-57, double
overtime victory over Westfield be-
fore a packed house in Scotch Plains
on January 4.

Dougher (12 rebounds, 4 assists)
scorched the net with 24 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers, and forced
the second overtime. Okarter (9 re-
bounds) bucketed 12 points and was
key in the second overtime. Darnell
Dortch sank a season-high 12 points
and pulled in eight rebounds. Junior

guard Danny DeCataldo scored his
11 points, including a 3-pointer, in
the second half. Freshman guard
Reggie Solomon and junior forward
Rob Zekunde each added two points.
Guard Mike Venezia led the 4-2
Blue Devilswith 19 points, including
four 3-pointers, and pulled down 10
rebounds. Tom Bonard bucketed 15
points, including four from down-
town, hit 3-for-3 from the stripe and
had 12 rebounds. Forward Santo
Nardi finished with nine points and
sixboards. MikeL essner scored seven
points, Dan Pritsker had five and
Thony Dilorio added two.
“Dougher proved he's one of the
best unknown guards in the state.

That shot at the end was great but |
think the game was won by our big
guys coming off the bench, blocking
tenshots. Okarter played agreat game.
Dortch played a fabulous game and
that's where we ended up beating
them,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “Thisisagameyou have to
play with energy because it's a ri-
valry. It's a great crowd. It's a great
team with a great player named
Venezia and we responded. We re-
emphasized what we planned on do-
ing with the zone, rebounding the
ball, getting the ball down low offen-
sively and then at the end when you
have a great player like Bryan, who
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON AN ARM BAR...Blue Devil Colin MacK ay, top, works on an arm bar in an effort to turn Raider Mike
Ferrarato hisback in the 130-Ib bout. MacKay won, 4-0.

MACKAY, BOYD, CANNON, DESIATOWIN KEY BOUTS

Raiders Get Lion’s Share, Ice
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 58-15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jockeying for amoreadvantageous
position for the Union County and
District 11 tournaments, which will
take place on January 26 and Febru-
ary 16, respectively, the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team grabbed the lion's
shareby winning six of the nineface-
to-face bouts en route to a 58-15
victory over Westfield on January 5.

The 7-1 Raiders a so received five
forfeits, which included the first two
weight classesof theevening—heavy-
weight and 103-Ibs. Then Tristan
Bundy scored three takedowns and a
tilt to claim an 8-0, majority decision

over Blue Devil Nick DeFraites at
112-Ibsto make the team score 16-0.

“Tristan has been pushing himself
really hard in practice, going with
bigger kids. Wrestling 112, it'sgoing
to make it real difficult for othersto
score on him,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz.

Blue Devil John Barnes came to
life, after ceding a takedown and a
two-point tilt to Jawan Gaines, to rack
up a 12-8 lead before registering a
3:53fall from thetakedown at 119-bs.

“John is the kind of guy who can
make amistake and herecoversfrom
it very well. The mistakes he's mak-
ing, he's making because he is ag-
gressive. | havenoproblemwiththat,”

John Mancini
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said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz. “He still has agood amount of
fine tuning to do but you can’t ques-
tion that kid's heart and intensity.”

At 125, Raider Sal Gano used a
tight half nelson to pin Joe Panarese
in 52 seconds then Blue Devil Colin
MacKay scored a takedown and a
reversal to win a 4-0 decision over
Mike Ferraraat 130-Ibs. MacK ay at-
tempted somehard-nosed half nel son,
arm bar maneuversbut could not turn
the mat savvy Ferrara

“He was staying tough on bottom.
| was dominating on top. | just had
trouble turning him. | wrestled smart
and 4-0 is perfectly fine with me.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Dawd B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING THE RIGHT STUFF...BlueDevil Casey El Koury, No. 12, attemptsto stuff theball held by Raider Lauren
Mains but also grabs her arm and commits a foul. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 70-43.

MILLER BUCKETS 21 POINTS, ZAZZALI PUMPS IN 12

L ady Blue Devil Cagers Rock
Raidersin 2nd Q., Win 70-43

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Free throws littered the air in an
emotionally charged basketball game
that was won by the Westfield High
School girls over archrival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 70-43, in Westfield
on January 4. Interestingly, it wasthe
first time this century (2000) that the
Blue Devil girls have defeated the
Raiders.

The two teams combined for 62
free throws, with the Blue Devils
hitting 19 of 26 (73 percent) and the

See photos of Sports:

on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Girls Basketball
SPF/Westfield Boys Basketball
Westfield/SPF Wrestling
Brearley/Hackettstown
West/GL/Brearley Wrestling

Raiders hitting 23 of 36 (63 percent),
which trandated to an abundance of
fouls. Also, there were several fouls
recorded in which no playerswent to
the charity line.

Sincepre-season, the5-2 L ady Blue
Devils, who lost to the Raiders last
year, 33-19—thegamewastied 15-15
entering the fourth quarter — and 51-
35, were chomping at the bit to settle
the score against their rivals.

The first chink in the 4-3 Raiders
armor appeared in the first quarter
when the Blue Devilsbrokean 11-11
tie with a 10-6 run, which included
back-to-back 3-pointers from Tara
Hanzda (6 points, 3 steals, 2 assists)
and Miller. Raider Allie Zazzali put
ineight of her 12 pointsand, earlierin
the quarter, Blue Devil Katie Cronen
(2 rebounds) penetrated inside and
scored five of her six points.

“That's what our game plan was,
try to get Cronen inside because they

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS®NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Dana Maki

* Top Sales & Top Production, Month of December
* Union County area Specialist

* Residential . .
* Buying, Selling or Rental

" If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Dana Maki
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.
Invite Dana Maki in, and she’ll bring results!

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

. Including Condos and Townhouses

were going to be sleeping on her.
She's got a good little left hand and
shegot thejob done,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino.

The Blue Devils inflicted a huge
dent with a 23-7 run in the second
quarter. Part of the damage, however,
may have been self-inflicted because
the Raiders were way off in their
shooting from the field. Meanwhile,
Miller (7 rebounds, 2 steals), who
finished with 21 points, hit from all
over the court, drove to the basket,
drew fouls—hitting 5-for-6freethrows
—and netted 14 points in the quarter.

Trailing 44-24 at the half, the Raid-
erscould never recover and remained
out of their game. Each team went to
thelineeight times. The Raiders sank
seven but the Blue Devils, who sank

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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BOYD, MACKAY RECORD VICTORIES

Brearley Matmen Beat

Highlanders, Blue Devils

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After defeating AL Johnson, 41-28,
the Westfield High School wrestling
team ran into abuzz saw against 2006
Union County champs and state-
ranked powerhouse David Brearley in
a quad match in Kenilworth on Janu-
ary 6. The Brearley Bears, who de-
feated the Blue Devils, 69-12, adso
defeated Governor Livingston, 47-24.

Colin MacKay and Mark Boyd
were the only Blue Devils to reach
thewincolumnagainstthe13-1Bears.
MacKay (130-1bs) was defeated ear-
lier in the afternoon by ALJ's state-
ranked Anthony Priore, who earned
his 100th varsity career victory with
that win, but he went into his bout
with Bear Jem Vigilante with afierce
determination. After scoring a quick
takedown, MacK ay stacked Vigilante
in 1:33 with a double arm bar, sit-
through maneuver.

“There'snoway | wasgoingtolose
a second match today,” commented
MacK ay.

At 160-lbs, Boyd took Brian
Zengewald to the mats and pinned
him with a far arm corkscrew and a
body pressin 1:18.

At119-1bs, BlueDevil John Barnes
learned a new move. Unfortunately,
the move was presented to him by
Bear John Calderonewho pinned him
with aspladle—themovewas created
by Collegiate Hall of Famer Wade
Schallesfrom Hollidaysburg, Pa. —in
53 seconds.

BlueDevil Andy Castroraodropped
atight, 3-1, bout to Steve Margolin at
152-1bs. After astanding first period,

Blue Devil Icemen Top

Cranford Cougars, 4-2

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team upped it record to 5-3-1
with a 4-2 victory over Cranford on
January 3 at Warinanco Arena in
Roselle. Jimmy Bender flicked in
three goals and Brian Davidson net-
ted onefor the Blue Devilsand goalie
Eric Zagorski made 22 saves

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Margolin glid behind for a takedown
then Castrorao escaped. Margolin
added an escape in the third period.

The Governor Livingston High-
landers received victories from four
of their five big wrestlers against the
Bears in addition to receiving a for-
feit at 189-1bs.

GL’'s Rob Coughlin used his leg
wrestling proficiency to ride out a 1-
0 victory over Margolin at 145-Ibs.
Mike Mattingly (152-Ibs) racked up
anescape, atakedownandtwonearfall
tiltsto claim a9-2 triumph over Bear
Tom Mannix. At 160-1bs, Highlander
Scott Mack increased his stock quite
abit when he pinned Anthony Evans
in 5:42 with afigure four of the head
after recording two nearfall tilts, a
reversal and a takedown. GL's final
win came at 130-Ibs when Steve
Reedy made the best of a wild bout
with Vigilante to grab afall in 3:36.

At 171-Ibs, GL's Matt Fullowan
dropped an 8-4 decision to a very
tough Umar Tamarov and, at 140-lbs,
Erik Midtbo became the recipient a
takedown clinicina20-7 lossto Bear
Joe Mraz.

Watlad

Devil’s Den

State’s Winningest Coach
Sails Quietly Into Sunset

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

\

Devil of the Week
Erin Miller
Girls basketball

/

A tiny little five-paragraph short,
stuck inthebottom corner of The Star-
Ledger’ssecond sportspageon Jan. 2.
That was al the retirement of legend-
ary Morristown High School baseball
coach Harry Shatel earned. Youwould
think the state's al-time winningest
coach would have earned a bit more
than that. Current high school athletes
get bigger stories when they sign to
attend some college.

But that's how life goes, isn't it?
You devote hoursand yearsto helping
kids, and you get afour- or five-para-
graph story in the local paper, sum-
ming up your accomplishments. And,
exceptintherarecases, withinacouple
years, unlike Norm at Cheers, nobody
knows your name.

Think that’'s not true? How many
studentsat WHS, if given aquiz today,
would know who Gary Kehler is and
what hedid to get thefootball stadium
named after him? How many students
walking thehallsof WHStoday would
know that English teacher Shaun
Cherewich created the school’s la
crosse program in the late 1970s and
turned it into a state power? Think

Blue Devil Keglers Whip
Linden, M XS, Jeffer son

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team extended its record to
12-0 with a 4-3 win over Linden on
January 2 and a 7-0 blanking of
Shabazz in Watchung Conference
(WC) activity. The Blue Devils also
defeated Jefferson Township at the
Sparta New Year's Eve tournament.

The Blue Devilslead the WC with
a 53-3 points advantage over rivals
Linden and Elizabeth who both have
45-11 point records. In the Linden
match, juniors Jesse Embry and Brett
Ettinger led the Blue Devils with se-
ries scores of 635 and 602, respect-
fully. Senior Co-Captain Harrison
Mercado shot a 596 series.

Against Shabazz, Ettinger had his
high game and tied his high series of
the year as he shot games of 279 and
247 tofinishwitha703 series. Senior
AlexWronski rolled a641 serieswith
a high game of 256.

Westfield also bowled in the 21st
Annual Brick Tournament on Janu-
ary 6 and edged Lacey Township by
shooting a 3,529 seriesto 3,513. Se-
nior Co-Captain Bryan Elsasser rolled
games of 278 and 242 and finished
with a 710 series.

On extremely dick lanes, the jun-
ior varsity bowling team had its 30-
game winning streak stopped in a5-
2 win over Linden.

Coach Mike Tirone commented,
“It was the first time all year where
we did not bowl to our abilities.”

The JVs quickly got back on track
onwitha7-0 shellacking of Shabazz.
Eric Curidlle finished with a 644 se-
ries. Trevor Yee shot a 608 series and
Arley Rojas shot 591.

The JVs increased their record to
3-0versesvarsity teams by defeating
Middletown North, 7-0, in the Brick
Tournament. Rojas rolled a 694 se-
ries that included games of 248, 210
and 236. Yee turned in another solid
effort with scoresof 202, 211 and 210
for a 623 total. Newcomer Justin
Frazier-Wright showed promise as
he had a 568 series.

This coming Saturday, January 13,
the Blue Devils will compete in the
prestigious Mid Winter Classic at
Carolier Lanes.

“There will be 82 teams in the
tournament and we will know a lot
more about our team,” commented

anybody in Clark today knows the
difference between Arthur L. Johnson
and Howard Johnson, the old restau-
rant/motel next to the Parkway that is
now a giant ShopRite?

Coachesdowhat they do. They move
on. Liferollsaong. And so it goes.

But when | saw that short on Harry
Shatel last week, my mind filled with
memories of long-ago spring days. In
the late 1960s, WHS had a baseball
coach named Norm Koury. In five
yearsat WHS, Captain Nemo'steams
won apair of Union County champi-
onships and played a tough, hard-
nosed brand of “inside” baseball that
has all but disappeared from the face
of the earth. Bunts, run-and-hits,
steal's, double suicide squeeze bunts,
and solid defense. If you liked 2-1
games that took 12 innings and saw
both teams combine for six hits, it
was heaven.

After the 1967 season, Koury left
WHS to coach at Morristown, where
hisfirst team produced similar results.
But when his alma mater, Cranford,
came calling for a football/baseball
coach in 1969, Koury left Mo'town
and was replaced by his assistant ...
you guessed it, Harry Shatel, himself
aformer Colonial star.

That might have been the end of the
story but in 1973 | got a job at the
Daily Record in Parsippany, which
covered Morris County, where
Morristown is located. Covering and
watchingM orristown baseball became
ahighlight, not just for me, but for just
about our entire staff. Even on days
off, 1 would drive to Randolph, or
Livingstonor Roxbury tojoinmy bud-
dies as we watched Shatel hit infield
practice. You can tell a lot about a
team during infield practice and no-
body, ever, didit better than Shatel. He
was like a magician, using two balls
simultaneoudly in theinfield, and hit-
ting the balls to the outfielders both
right- and left-handed. Hitting pop-
upsto the catcher, never an easy thing
to do, wasapieceof cakefor Shatel. It
was like ashow. | felt we should have
scorecards, like diving judges at the
Olympics, and flash “10” or “9.5"
after each performance.

The one Morristown game that al-
waysstandsout for mecamein maybe
1974 or ' 75, a game at “The High”
against Livingston, with the confer-
encetitle on theline. With Rick (Hol-
Ilywood) Sofield on third base after a
game-tying triple in the bottom of the
seventh, catcher Walt Bastecki, afour-
year cleanup hitter, steppedtotheplate.
Current thinking would be, a) wak
him intentionally, or b) he would step
into the batter’s box looking to swing.

But this was the ' 70s and this was
Harry Shatel. Bastecki looked for his
sign. Thepitcher pitched and Bastecki
fouled off a squeeze bunt. He looked
for another sign. The pitcher pitched
and Bastecki fouled off another
squeeze bunt. Two strikes. Protect the
plate. Just make contact. No need to
look for asign, right? Bastecki looked
for his sign. The pitcher pitched and,
asSofieldracedtoward home, Bastecki
squared around and put down the bunt
successfully for a 4-3 victory.

Our reporter asked Bastecki if he
was surprised that Shatel had him, a
slugging catcher and major RBI man,
bunting. “No,” was the reply.

Even with two strikes? “No. All |
knew was, withtwo strikes, if | missed
getting the bunt down, he would have
me out here until midnight tonight
bunting. And | didn’t want to do that.”

Things change over the years. But
Morristownbaseball remained apower
through all the years, winning yet an-
other state title under Shatel this past
June. Despite their proximity, WHS
and Morristown rarely metin baseball
— Shatel was 5-5 against the Blue
Devils(0-1vs. DaveCilo, 4-1vs. Pete
Limaand 1-3 against Bob Brewster).

(Thelast meeting, a5-3Morristown
wininthe1995 North 2 Group 4 final,
ended the most glorious baseball sea-
son in WHS history at 27-3. That
WHS team featured Kris Williams,
Steve Cheek, Brian Ciemniecki, Ryan
Mann and JorgeAmorim. If WHS had
won that game, and two more, it
would've been the first state title in
school history and that team would've
joined the '85 softball team with 30
victories in a season.)

InJune2004, | saw that Morristown
was playing Steinert in what | figured
would be agreat state Group 4 final at
Toms River East. And, of course, one
more chance to relive my past and
watch Shatel put hisColonialsthrough
that amazing infield drill. | got down
there plenty early. Shatel got off the
bus and slowly walked to aseat in the
dugout, where he stayed the entire
game. Theinfield drill, whilestill out-
standingand funtowatch, washandled
by his assistants.

Time, asit awaysdoes, was claim-
ing another coach. Saying hehad “lost
the passion that the kids deserve,” the
62-year-old Shatel hung 'em up last
week with a 38-year record of 752
wins, 321 losses, and 10 ties that in-
cluded 12 Morris County champion-
shipsandthree statetitles. He'll spend
hisretirement in Ormond-by-the-Sea,
Fla., with hisscrapbooksand old team
photoshangingonthewalls. And he'll
probably never know thejoy hegavea

bunch of 30-something sports writers
back inthe 1970s, guyswhowerehigh
in the saddle themselves back then
andlovedwatching histeam play base-
ball.

IN PASSING

We received word the other night
that Jim Howard, ’ 75, had lost along
battle with cancer. An outstanding
middleguardonWHS sunbeaten1974
football team, Howard went 25-3-1
andfinishedthirdinthestate at heavy-
weight asasenior.

SWIMMING UPDATE

TheWHSboysandgirlsswimteams
will be competing at the 28th Pirate
Invitational this weekend at West
Windsor-Plainsboro South. Both
teamswill beshort-handed, with many
of their top swimmers (PJ. Harley,
ChrisDel aFuente, KylieFraser, Alexi
Kuska and Jill Kandigan) competing
with the club team at the Burgdorff
Invitational at Rutgers. Theswimmers
will be at Pingry this afternoon at
3:30, and host Hillsborough next
Thursday at 2:30.

HALL OF FAME UPDATE

We ran into Scott Eichhorn at the
WestfieldY recently, wheretheformer
WHSswimmer worksout several days
aweek. In his youth Eichhorn was a
pretty good baseball player, a catcher.
He noted that as 12-year-olds on the
Tigers, heand Steve Lee had been the
team’s two representatives in the an-
nual All-Star game, which was inter-
esting because another Tiger 12-year-
old that year was Steve Tebbetts, who
went on to star at WHS, Florida State,
played several years of minor league
ball and who had just been inducted
into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame.

Eichhorn went on to be a standout
swimmer at bothWHSandin college,
and Lee was a backup point guard to
Steve Reddy on WHS's 1972 state
Group 4 champion basketball team.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK

As aways, a big game against
Scotch Plainsisthe quickest way tobe
Devil of the Week and earn afree sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East). Thisweek's
freebiegoestojuniorguardErinMiller,
who lit up the Raiders for 21 points
last Thursday in a 70-43 win.

Note: Any wrestlerswho are named
Devil of theWeek, like Colin MacK ay
recently, can pick up their sub after
their final weigh-ins of the season.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS

Tirone.
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
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MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/14 12-4PM  $529,800
Quality built, tastefully decorated Ranch featuring three bedrooms, two full baths, gas/central air, living
room with fireplace. Lower level recreation room, attached garage. DIR: Mountain Ave. to Echo Lake Park

It on Mill #158 (AKA 162) (052001598)

s

WESTFIELD TAMAQUES PARK IS YOUR BACK YARD! $579,900

This beautiful 4 bedroom, 2 bath Expanded Custom home features oak hardwood floors throughout, cac &
gas heat. An addition features a modern family room — surrounded by windows and an oversized bedroom
above overlooking the yard & park. The finished basement includes a bar & pool table. The large living
room features a ceiling to floor flagstone wood-burning fireplace. The kitchen has an adjacent, separate
dining area. Beautiful landscaped grounds with private backyard. Conveniently located close to Tamaques,
Edison & the High School, with short ride to NYC transportation & town. (052001487)
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MOUNTAINSIDE

WYCHWOOD

$729,000

Set on a cul-de-sac with private yard in Wychwood area of Mountainside. This quality built Colonial/Split
offers a large living room, formal dining room, first floor family room and eat-in kitchen. The screened
porch overlooks an exceptional property. Three bedrooms, 3 baths, finished basement and 2-car garage

complete this fabulous home. (052001322)

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,679,000

This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 %2 baths, formal living and dining rooms, study/
library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace. Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany
inlay borders will compliment the detail and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence. Tray,
boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite. A
large center-island kitchen w/granite tops & top-of-the-line appliances will meet all of one’s desires. The
master suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French
doors to a private office & French doors to a large open balcony. Make this home your own by customizing

your dreams to reality withythe builder. (052001047)
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SCOTCH PLAINS MOVE RIGHT IN! $484,900

Well-maintained Split level with 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms in move-in condition. Updated kitchen and 1
V5 baths, hardwood floors, finished basement, dining room has slider to large deck (20 x 20) overlooking
huge landscaped yard (lot size 90 x 180). Make this lovely home yours to enjoy for many years to
come. (052001155)

WESTFIELD  OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/14 12-4PM  $1,125,000

A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties. From designer appointments and countless
extras to the unparalleled attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit praise at
every turn. Amenities include spacious mahogany front porch, dramatic 2 story entry, classic 9* first floor ceilings,
hardwood flooring 1* & 2" floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master suite, 2-zone heating & central air, designer
kitchen, 2 V2 gorgeous baths, family room with fireplace, elegant open staircase to 8’ ceiling in basement, patio,
private yard and so very much more. Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac on a fabulous property with an expansive
private yard. Moments from Tamagques Park, schools, and picturesque downtown Westfield. 632 Green Briar
Court would be the perfect choice to call home. DIR: Rahway to Green Briar Ct. #632 (052000983)

Weichert
Realtors’
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Brearley/Hackettstown Match
Brings Class to Union County

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely, in recent history, have two,
top-20 ranked wrestling teams gone
head-to-head in adua meetin Union
County. That rare event took place
before a packed house in the David
Brearley High School gym in
Kenilworth on January 3 with the
ninth-ranked Hackettstown Tigers
being forced to win the fina three
boutsto pull out a33-28 victory over
the 1l4th-ranked Brearley Bears.
(Note: Hackettstown is now ranked

5:09 at 160-Ibs and state-ranked Zach
Ulm had his hands full with Bear
Umar Tamarov, but pulled out a 4-3
decision at 171-Ibs. Afterwards, the
Bears won the next five bouts.

“We knew what kind of awrestler
he (UIm) was. Umar did a great job.
He wrestled well,” commented
Luciani.

At 189-lbs, Hany El Shiekh
muscled Rich Peter to hisback witha
shortlateral in3:18. State-ranked 215-
Ib Jessie Boyden amassed six
takedowns, four penalty points and

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING CONTROL...Brearley's Joe Lospinoso, top, works to slip behind
Hackettstown’s Keith Swanson in the 130-1b bout. L ospinoso won, 7-2.

eighth and Brearley is ranked 12th).

The 9-1 Bears held a 28-18 lead
entering thosefinal three bouts— 135,
140 and 145-1bs—and needed to win
one by decision to clinch victory.
After avery close bout, Tiger Taylor
Ulm, with a great counter move on
Bear Joe Mraz's takedown attempt,
clampedinacradletorecord afall in
4:49 to tighten the score to 28-24. At
140-1bs, Tiger Billy Strathern got a
takedown late in the third period to
salvagea3-1victory over Matt L offa,
making the score 28-27, then highly
ranked Cory Vernon received a for-
feit to give Hackettstown the victory.

“Hackettstowndidagreatjob. They
won where they were supposed to
win. Wepulled somematchesout that
helped usout abit. The bottomlineis
we got outwrestled for five points,”
said Bear Head Coach Brian Luciani.
“There are alot of things coming up
that will make us better because of
this match.”

TheBears, however, fell intoa15-0
holeearly onwhen Tiger OwenVernon
caught Anthony Evans in a cradle in
3:31 at 152-lbs, JIMitchell pulled off
abarre roll to apinviahdf nelsonin

In Weostfield...

MOUNTAINSIDE

an escape to claim a 17-7, majority
decision over a conservative Pat
Bourland. Heavyweight Eric DeBeau
used two throw-by takedowns in the

third period to defeat Nick Souders,
5-2. No. 3 ranked 103-Ib Kenny
Knapp smothered Cory Kozimor in
3:48 withahammer arm bar and 112-
Ib Allen Phillips scored a two-point
nearfall inthe second period to defeat
Travis Tjong, 2-0.

Luckson Etienne earned the 2-0 Ti-
gersthreeteam pointswith a7-1 deci-
sion over Dan Conroy at 119-Ibs but
Rob Piper got a takedown, an escape
and apenalty pointtogainacrucia, 4-
2 victory over previoudy 13-0 Keith
Morris a 125-Ibs to put the Bears
ahead 25-18.At 130-1bs, JoeL ospinoso
followed with three spin-behind
takedowns and an escape to defeat
KeithSwanson, 7-2, tosetupthedrama
of the find three bouts.

“All the way up and down the
lineup, the young kids stepped up.
Allen Phillips did a tremendous job.
Rob Piper beat one of their better
boys. ElI Shiekh’s pin was huge.
Boyden did great on his feet.
(Bourland) did a great job of not
giving up bonus points. DeBeau
battled hard and won a key match,”
said Luciani. “Overall, the boys
wrestled hard. They werenumber nine
inthe state. Wewerefive pointsaway
from them. Now we want to see what
else we want to do.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
152: — O. Vernon (H) p Evans, 3:31
160: — Mitchell (H) p Brian Zengewald, 5:09
171: — Zach Ulm (H) d Tamarov, 4-3
189: — El Shiekh (B) p Peter, 3:18
215: — Boyden (B) md Bourland, 17-7
Hwt: — DeBeau (B) d Souders, 5-2
103: — Knapp (B) p Kozimor, 3:48
112: — Phillips (B) d Tjong, 2-0
119: — Etienne (H) d Conroy, 7-1
125: — Piper (B) d Morris, 4-2
130: — Lospinoso (B) d Swanson, 7-2
135: — T. Ulm (H) p Mraz, 4:49

140: — Strathern (H) d Loffa, 3-1
145: — Cory Vernon (H) won forfeit

Pat Mineo (145) SPF Raiders

Anthony Priore (130) ALJ Crusaders

on January 6.

High School Wrestling ‘Cream of the Crop’

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Pat Mineo and A. L. Johnson
senior Anthony Priore broke the 100-career varsity wins mark in wrestling

Competing at 145-Ibs, Mineo won all three of his bouts at the Patriot
Duals at North Warren High School to up his win record to 101. Priore
recorded his 100th win with an 11-3 victory over Westfield’s Colin MacK ay
in the 130-Ib class at the Brearley Quad meet in Kenilworth. Priore added
another victory that day against Governor Livingston.

$659,900

BURGAOR} aum

REALTORS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGHTENING UP THE CORK...Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top, tightens his far arm corkscrew pinning combination on
Brearley’s Brian Zengewald in the 160-b bout at the Brearley/Westfield/Governor Livingston/Johnson Quad meet.

Blue Devil Matmen Push Past
AL Johnson Crusaders, 41-28

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clinging to a 29-24 lead, the
WestfieldHigh School wrestlingteam
won three of the final four bouts to
claim a 41-28 victory over A.L.
Johnson in Kenilworth on January 6.

Beginning at 140-lbs, the Blue
Devils rattled off five-straight victo-
ries before the Crusaders got on the
board with a fall at 189. Sam
Reichbach recorded the 5-3 Blue
Devils' first bout victory when he
scored two takedownsand aback arm
bar to command a 9-2 decision over
Tony Sansone.

“l wasabletotakehimdown, broke
him down and tried to load him up
with an arm bar. With the score, 2-1,
| got on top again, stayed astough as
| could and went into a bar. | had
enough gas in the tank to turn him a
couple of times and get some backs
off of that.”

At 152, Andy Castrorao roared to
an 8-0 advantage then turned Frank
Coler to hisback in 3:40. Mark Boyd
used anarsenal of movestograbal2-
0, mgjority decisionover ChrisGolias
at 160-I1bs.

“On my feet, | used my singles a
lot. Hetried to go upper body, but I'm
kind of tall, so | just jacked him up a
little,” said Boyd. “1 saved some en-
ergy for the end, managed to get a
cradle but was unable to put him
away because he kept flipping his
hipsup. | need to put my bottomknee
in right away.”

After Westfield received aforfeit at
171, the Crusaders collected afal at
189 then Willie Johnson put the Blue

Visit uos at
lt-’u..:u.’.btt.ly or’ ::con-z. to see all our bomeds jbr gale.

SCOTCH PLANS

$499,000
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Devilsinfront, 29-6, by grabbing a9-
0, majority decisionover Matt Golias.
Johnsonworked asinglelegtakedown
and a near-fal in the first period,
escaped in the second and worked a
grapevine in the third period.

At 1191bs, Blue Devil John Barnes
clamped Mark Dimaio to the mat in
3:55. Barnes built a 7-0 lead before
using a back arm and a head smother
for the fall. Joe Panarese used an
ankle pick takedown and an escapeto
claimab-1decision over 125-1b Cru-
sader John Capinagro.

“Once we makeit past thefirst two
periods, we can dominate the third
because we are better conditioned,”
said Panarese. “1 looked to take him
down, mayberidehimandtirehim out
going into the last period. | looked for
some under-hooks, trying to do high-
C’ and singles to break him down.”

In abattle of two fine 130-1b wres-
tlers, Crusader Anthony Priore, reg-
istered his 100th victory with an 11-
3, majority decision over Colin
MacKay.

“Recently ranked seventh in the
state, | tried not to | et that bother me,”
said MacKay. “The big thing about
himis he capitalizes on mistakes and
| made many, not detrimental mis-
takes going to my back but mistakes
that cost me the match. | went out
there hard, aggressive and that’s the
best | can ask of myself.”

Matt Shaffer finalized the scoring
with a 10-4 decision over Mike
Newman at 135-Ibs. Shaffer scored
two takedownsand brought hisoppo-
nent to hisback to build a7-4 second-
period lead.

find out w

o
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“Helikesto gofor funky stuff and |
was able to watch out for that,” said
Shaffer. “When | turned him a couple
of times, hetried toroll methrough but
| wasableto control my body lean and
hold him down with that. | knew my
shotswould work on him and halfway
through | noticed he started to tire. |
then started beating him mentally.”

“Thiswasthetypeof matchthat we
werelooking for. They executed per-
fectly. They showed toughness, heart
and conditioning and came together
as a team,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz. “Coming in, we
figured 135 and 140 were toss-ups.
We physically beat them upin both of
those matches. Matt Shaffer gave
Newman a pretty good beating, Matt
Reichbach really took it to Sansone
and Joe Panarese came through with
a gutsy effort. We brought Johnson
up who went out there aggressiveand
smart and did exactly what we asked
of him. Weknow we' reayoung team.
We know we are going to improve
and these kids are proving that with
their great work ethic. Today they
cametowrestle. If they wrestleevery

match out, we're going to be okay.”
WEIGHT SEQUENCE

140: - Reichbach (W) d. Sansone, 9-2

145: - John Falzon (W) won forfeit

152: - Castrorao (W) p Coler, 3:40

160: - Boyd (W) md C. Golias, 12-0

171: - Bill Kim (W) won forfeit

189: - Matt Kohen (J) p Andrew Wenta, 3:49

215: - Johnson (W) md M. Golias, 9-0

Hwt: - Erik Kramer (J) won forfeit

103: - Chris Roberts (J) won forfeit

112: - Joe Kilberg (J) won forfeit

119: - Barnes (W) p Dimaio, 3:55

125: - Panarese (W) d Capinagro, 5-1

130: - Priore (J) md Mackay, 11-3

135: - Shaffer (W) d Newman, 10-4

If you're thinking of selling...
7 Burgdorff, ERA listings

aster and for nearly

more than other area brokers.

*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 3/01/05-3/01/06/
For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield.
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MOUNTAINSIDE

ESi
$679,900

It’s a brick house! Down a winding street is a brick Ranch house
with 3-4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths on over 1/3™ acre lot. Open floor
plan and large windows emitting light to each room, 2-car garage.
Waiting for your taste.

WESTFIELD

$649,900

Priced to please! Come inside...You'll be surprised at the spacious

Kitchen and Family Room. Ideal for entertaining. There are 3
Bedrooms, an office, 2.5 baths, 2 fireplaces in this pristine Colonial
with many updates and more.

Dazzling Town Home! Most private location, sun-lit interior with
many upgrades, Living Room with cathedral ceiling and fireplace
opens to dining area, Kitchen has stainless steel appliances, Master
Bedroom with bath, walk-in closet and balcony, loft/Family Room
looks out over Living Room, 1-car garage.

WESTFIELD $637,000

Open and airy Ranch style unit facing Prospect, close to town and
transportation, gracious entry foyer, Living Room with fireplace,
Master Bedroom with full bath and walk-in closet. Washer and dryer
in unit. Elevator building.

Meticulously maintained pristine Ranch features 3 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, gracious entrance foyer, Family Room with fireplace, Eat-In
Kitchen, oversized 2-car garage. Beautiful views of the Watchung
mountains!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1/14/07 1-4 PM

i il

WESTFIELD $1,100,000
416 ELM STREET - Rare gem set among Westfield’s finest & most
beautiful homes. Short distance to town & fine schools. Elegantly
crafted chestnut woodwork, pocket doors & gorgeous hardwood

floors, gourmet Kitchen, rebuilt wrap-around porch & many updates.
Dirs: North to Elm.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Home Loans at 888-421-3813

WESTFIELD OFFICE * 600 North Avenue West ® Westfield, N]J 07090 e

(908) 233-0065

15 Offices Throughout New Jersey @

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporatec
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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INABATTLEFORBALL CONTROL...BlueDevil forward Santo Nardi, No. 50, lookstorumblepast Raider guard Danny
DeCataldo, l€eft, after picking up a block from Dan Pritsker, second from right, on Bryan Dougher, No. 21. Despite the
physical battle, Scotch Plains-Fanwood won, 63-57, in double OT in Scotch Plains on January 4.

Raider Matmen Get Lion’s Share, Ice
Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers, 58-15

That's a district and county seed,
said MacKay who added, “I like to
stick to the basics. You get a half
nelson and a wrist, and you just get
down and get ready to wrestle”

“Colin was in complete control of
the match. Ferraraisagood wrestler.
We know that. A 4-0 scoreisagood
win for Colin,” said Kurz.

Raider Ricky Olssonrecordedthree
takedownsandtwonearfallsviasingle
grapevine and Jacob’s hook to claim
an 11-0, majority decision over Matt
Shaffer at 135-1bs.

“1 kept the legs in and tried to hip
him over to get the Jacob’s. | hit them
pretty hard and got him afew times,”
said Olsson. “The Seton Hall match
was a big wakeup call for me. | have
been working alot harder in practice
and | have been wrestling alot better
since then.”

“He didn't get that urgency until
his loss at Seton Hall. He did some
soul searching and, look what he's
done! Hewon John Goles. I'mredlly

SPF Raider Hoopsters Scorch Blue Devils
In, 63-57, Double Overtime Classic

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

makesyoulook pretty good asacoach,
making good plays and hitting the
foul shots”

Shooting performances were at a
minimum in the first half, but the 5-2
Raiders played an effective zone de-
fense to hold Venezia to two points
and to take an 18-17 lead into the
locker room. The Blue Devils were
effective shutting down the danger-
ous Greg Bayard.

Both offenses opened up in the
third quarter. DeCataldo hit two from
downtownand Dortch sank fivepoints
togivetheRaidersal5-14 edgeinthe
quarter. Venezia and Bonard com-
bined for 11-points, including three
3-pointers.

The Blue Devils carried a dight
15-13 edge in momentum in the final
quarter. Venezia, Bonard and L essner
combined for 12 points, including
two from 3-point range. DeCataldo
and Dougher combined for 11 points.

With 28 seconds left, Pritsker, off a
feed from Bonard, nailed a three-
bagger that tied the game at 46-46.

The Blue Devils jumped out to a
52-48 lead in the first overtime but
Solomon came off the bench and hit
a driving lay-up that cut the lead to
two. Venezia hit afree throw, extend-
ing the lead to three. With time trick-
ling down, Dougher gathered an of-
fensive rebound, raced to the right
corner spot and, falling backward
looped in a 3-pointer at the buzzer
that tied the game, 53-53.

In the second overtime, it was all
Raider basketball led by Dougher's
and Okarter’s eight points.

“They came in with a five-game
winningstreak soweknew wewanted
to break that and keep it close the
wholegame,” said Dougher. “Weran
abunch of setsand tried to get our big
guysinvolved so it would free up the
perimeter, while we tried to get

Veneziaand Bonardintofoul trouble.
Ondefensiveplays, wehad to shadow
and contain Venezia as much as we
could because hecan hit three’ swhen
he wants to.”

As to Bayard's lack of scoring,
Dougher added, “They were playing
tight on him by not giving him open
shots. Every shot he took was con-
tested, but he did other things. He
played good defense, rebounded and
didall thelittlethingsto helpuswin.”

“We played that first overtime al-
most flawlessly. Our defense was
good and we made our shots. Every-
thing was prefect until that last play,
where we didn’t box out Dougher.
Going into that second overtime, we
knew that we were going to win and
it becameakiller. Totry ashard aswe
did and to come up empty is disap-
pointing,” said Bonard.

Westfield 10 7 1415 7 457
Sc.Pl-Fnwd 9 9 15 13 7 10 63

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet

Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School.

This

impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished Recroom
in basement, hardwood floors & central air.

Recently repositioned at $759,000

ER CONTRACT

2457 ALLWOOD ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS

This charming 4 bedroom, inviting home with a traditional floor plan sits on an
oversized property in a quiet “block party” neighborhood in an excellent school district.
The neighborhood is rapidly expanding due to its desirable location, making the
property a sound investment opportunity. Located close by are public golf courses and

local downtown shopping.

Offered for $525,000

UNDER

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Situated on park-like property on a quiet Westfield street, this spacious & tastefully

decorated 10 room home offers close proximity to the elementary school.

This

authentic Tudor boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room
w/fireplace, 15t floor Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood
floors w/cherry inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.

Offered for $929,000

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield
street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with
wood burning fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air &
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck

overlooking manicured grounds.

Offered for $819,000

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Kimberley A. Haley

908.301.2004 - Direct Line

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com
“ www.KimHaley.com

coLDWeLL
BANKER O

Business 908.233.5555

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

proud of him,” said Scholz.

Relying on his flexibility, Raider
Rob Desiato wiggled out of some
perilous situations to pull off a 5:23,
tight waist, half nelson pin over Sam
Reichbach at 140-lbs.

“Wecall himHappy Hips! Hecould
have been pinned two, three times.
Hedoesn't giveup. A lot of other kids
would have given up. He looks for
opportunity. Once he gets his hips a
little bit over, he makes it worth his
while,” said Scholz.

Raider Pat Mineo used asit through
headl ock to record a42-second pin at
145-1bs then Trevor Cannon proved
that he was quite flexible aso with
his 8-2 victory over Andy Castrorao
at 152-1bs.

“Castrorao is a tough kid. Trevor
doesn’t give stuff up,” said Scholz.
“He's tough on top. He's working
legs”

At 160-lbs, the final face-to-face
bout featured Raider DaveDeNichilo,
who placed second in the district at

152-|bslast year, and BlueDevil Mark
Boyd, the returning district champ at
160-Ibs. Boyd scored two takedowns
and two escapes before pinning
DeNichiloin4:49withafar-armcork-
SCrew.

“Comingintothat match, wethough
it was going to be atossup. You have
to respect DeNichilo,” said Kurz. “I
have seen two Mark Boyds, the one
who is wrestling smart and under
control. That is the one who wins
matches. The other, | hope we have
seen the last of him.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Joe Blaes (S) won forfeit
103: — Dave Casmas (S) won forfeit
112: — Bundy (S) md DeFraites, 8-0
119: — Barnes (W) p Gaines, 3:53
125: — Gano (S) p Panarese, :52
130: — MacKay (W) d Ferrara, 4-0
135: — QOlsson (S) md Shaffer, 11-0
140: — Desiato (S) p Reichbach, 5:23
145: — Mineo (S) p Falzon, :42
152: — Cannon (S) d Castrorao, 8-2
160: — Boyd (W) p DeNichilo, 4:49
171: — Mike Zamzam (S) won forfeit
189: — Billy Jacobs (S) won forfeit
215: — Keith Baker (S) won forfeit

. . David B. Corbin for The We§tfield Leader and TheTimes
ADDING THE FINISHING TOUCHES...Raider Sal Ganowr apsatight half nelson around Blue Devil Joe Panar ese' shead
and records a 52 second fall in his 125-1b bout.

Raider Wrestlers Win Two,
Drop One at Patriot Duals

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team defeated East
Stroudsburg North, 66-6, and West
Milford, 36-28, and lost to Newton,
33-26, at the Patriot duals at North
Warren High School on January 6.
Raider senior Pat Mineowonall three
of his bouts by fal to increase his
varsity career win total to 101.

Mineo recorded falls in 46 sec-
onds, 1:15 and 2:58. At 125-lbs,
Raider Sal Gano had a clean date by
recording fallsin 2:29 and 1:47 and
by adding a 16-3, majority decision.
At135-1bs, Ricky Olssoncruisedwith
a 16-5, mgjority decision and an 8-1
decision but had to go to overtimeto
clam a 4-2 decision over West
Milford’s Clay Vandenberg.

Raider freshmanTristan Bundy had
aproductiveafternoonwiththreevic-
toriesat 112-Ibs, two viafall and one
forfeit. Competing at 171-Ibs, Dave
DeNichilo won both his bouts by fall
in1:18and5:45. Billy Jacobswrestled
two bouts at 215-1bs and recorded a
fall in 1:32 and another in 3:05.

At 160-Ibs, Joe Bachi won a 4-1
and a 7-2 decision and lost one via

fall. At 189-lbs, Mike ZamZam won
a6-0and a5-0decisionand lost an 8-
1 decision. Trevor Cannon won by
pinin5:11in his 152-1b bout but lost
an 8-1 decision to Newton's Austin
Alpaugh (state ranked) and a 12-0
decisiontoWest Milford sBilly Stark,
whowon hisclassat the Rosdlle Park
Invitational.

L ady Raiders Fall

To Hun Cagers, 73-60

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team fell to
Hun, 73-60, in Scotch plainson Janu-
ary 6. Allie Zazzdli netted 17 points
for the Raiders and Emily Gratch put
up 25 points for 11-2 Hun.

Basketball Raiders Rip
Kearny Christian Boys

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team ripped
Kearny Christian, 64-51, in Scotch
plains on January 6. Brian Dougher
banged in 27 points and Darnell
Dortch added nine for the Raiders.

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

592 N. Chestnut Street, Westfield
Open Sunday 1/14/2007 1:00-4:00PM

Enveloped by a magnificent property, this captivating West-
field Colonial has an interior effervescing with hardwood
floors, sun-catching windows & beautiful moldings. The liv-
ing room with stone fireplace & formal dining room with
corner cabinet radiate charm. The family room has a wall
of windows and easy access to the eat-in kitchen, powder
room, & den. The 2nd floor offers a spacious master bed-
room, three more bedrooms, a walk-up attic & an updated
bath. A backyard with patio, towering trees, beautiful foli-
age & a convenient location, add to this handsome portrait.
Presented for $799,000. Dir: E. Broad to N. Chestnut

BURGAORS

REALTORS

Westfield Office - 600 North Avenue, West - 908-233-0065
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A LOT OF PRESSURE UNDER THE NET...Raider Kaylin Jaichon, No. 32, drawsa lot of pressurefrom Blue

Devils Gabby Jakub, No. 13, and Diana Venezia, No. 15.

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Rock
Raidersin 2nd Q., Win 70-43

five,wonthequarter 15-9. Freethrows
also dominated the final quarter with
the Blue Devils and Raiders each
hitting five of eight.

“Themain thing, our shooting was
definitely on. All of us made our
shots. We took our time on the foul
line” said Miller. “Before the game,
we said, ‘we need to make our foul
shots'. Wehavebeen missing somany
foul shotsin past games. Big win!”

“We have been working hard on
our foul shots. We were trying to
confuse them, which we did. Erin
Miller isone of our better players but
everybody el sebringssomething spe-
cial tothetable also. Thewholeteam
did agreat job,” said Marino.

Blue Devil point guard Gab
O'Leary (3 steals) scored eight points
and dished out seven assists. Diana
Venezia (6 points,) led in rebounds
with 10 and Stephanie Slodyczka (3
points, steal) pulled down nine. Keri
Pringle(3steals, 3assists, 5rebounds)
scored seven pointsand Gabby Jakub
(5 points) grabbed eight rebounds.
Casey El Koury (assist, 2 steals) had
four points, Danielle Infantino had
two rebounds and Charlotte O’ Leary
had four points and two rebounds.

Raider LaurenMains(6 points) hit4-
for-5 from the line. Molly Meehan (4
rebounds) and L auraDegnaneachbuck-
eted five points. Kaylin Jaichon (3
points) and Jackie Law (7 points) each
pulled down eight rebounds. Emily
Meehan (4 rebounds) scored three
points and Saxony Neilson had one.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“Our shotsweren'tfdling. Their shots
werefaling. Nextgamewill betougher.
Itwasanoff gamebut giveal ot of credit
to Westfield. They came out here and
played a great game,” commented
Mains. “Thisgivesusmoreof afireand
more determination to go out there and
work hard to beat them. It will be a
better game next time”

17 7 9 10 43
21 231511 70

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Janu-
ary 22, 2007, Municipal Building, first floor
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue at
7:45 pm to hear the Waiver of Site Plan
application for World Entertainment Group,
Inc./BZI Inc for 375 Park Avenue, Block
1601, Lot 6 who propose to open a coffee
house/lounge with liquor license. The fol-
lowing Variances are requested:

Section 23-3.11(d)1-Truck loading
and unloading; Required: Provided on
the property; Proposed: None

Section 23-3.11(3)d-Off-street park-
ing; Required: 21 spaces; Proposed: 1
space

Section 23-2.3(1)7-Off-street parking
applicable to all zones; Off-street park-
ing shall be provided on the same lot as
intendedtoserve..... ;Required: 20 spaces
at $5,000 per space

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $27.54

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield

SP’s Klimowicz Named

Hoops Player of Week

The College of New Jersey sopho-
more center, Hillary Klimowicz, of
Scotch Plains was named ECAC
Player of the Week.

Klimowicz averaged 18.5 points,
12.0 rebounds and 3.5 blocks per
game during a 1-1 week of play for
TCNJattheSalem StateCollege Tour-
nament. She opened tournament play
by posting adouble-double 22 points
and 11 rebounds while adding six
blocks in the Lions 58-55, victory
over host Salem State. She wrapped
up the 2006 calendar year by notch-
ing adouble-double 15 pointsand 13
rebounds in TCNJ's championship
game loss to conference rival Kean.
Klimowicz, who was named to the
SSCAII-Tournament Team, shot 90.5
percent (19-21) from the foul linein
the two contests combined.

Raiders Ross, AdamsWin
Shot Put at UC GirlsTrack

Erin Rossi shoved a personal-best
35'10.5” and teammate Lauryn
Adams had a heave of 33'9” to give
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls team afirst place in the
team shot put with atotal distance of
69'7.5" a the Union County Girls
Indoor Track Relays at Dunn Center
in Elizabeth on January 8.

Summit won the team title with a
total of 44 followed by Union with 33
and the Raiders at 30. Westfield fin-
ishedfifthwith21 points, Union Catho-
lic finished tied for 10th at 10 with
Elizabeth and Governor Livingston
placed 12th with atotal of 9.

Union Catholic Vikings Kaity
Eppinger and TiaraBrown combined
for aheight of 9'6” to win the team
high jump. Westfield placed fourthin
the event with a height of nine feet.
The Blue Devils best effort came in
the 4x400 with a second place finish
in 4:34.5 behind Summit’s Samantha
L ee, PaigeBoehmcke, Susan Scavone
and Kyla McDonald at 4:28.1. The
Raiders finished third in the event
with atime of 4:36.6.

followed by the Raiders at 11:06.8.
The Raiders placed third in the dis-
tance medley relay with a time of
13:58.3 and fourth in the shuttle
hurdles at 38.7. The Blue Devilsfin-
ished fifth in the sprint medley relay
with atime of 4:47.8 and sixth in the
4x200 with atime of 2:02.4.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Summit 44, 2. Union 33, 3. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 30, 4. Cranford 25, 5.
Westfield 21, 6. Johnson 20, 7. Rahway
16, 8. Plainfield 12, 9. Kent Place 11, 10.
Union Catholic, Elizabeth 10, 12. Gov-
ernor Livingston 9, 13 Roselle 4, 14
Brearley, Dayton, Linden 1

Blue Devil Boys Calm
Cougar Cagers, 59-46

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team improved to 6-2 with
a 59-46 victory over rival host
Cranford on January 6. MikeVenezia
and Dan Pritsker each scored 18 points
for Westfield. Tom Bonard sank 14
points and added 11 assists. Andrew
Ciencin had 11 points for the Cou-
gars.

Hillsborough Girls Top

Blue Devils, 58-46

TheHillshoroughHigh School girls
basketball team upped it record to 8-

1 with a58-46 victory over Westfield
on January 6 in Hillshorough. Erin
Miller and Gab O’Leary scored 19
and 11 points, respectively, for the

Hillary Klimowicz

Blue Devils. Hillsborough's Kelsey
Kutch scored 24 pointsto break 1,000
points for her varsity career.

Westfield 13 18 11 4 46
Hillsborough 19 5 16 18 58

Seeit all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Coldwell Banker moves="

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

%ongratulations

Kimberley Haley Bettyann Lynch

Maryalice Ryan

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Westfield Office

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

The Blue Devils finished third in

Westfiel
the 4x800 with a time of 10:485  Cranford

Cranford

14 19 9 17 59
4 12 11 19 46

Westfoctd, N
New Corns Z‘/ﬂ_;ﬁ'ﬂz

Stunning Country English Colonial sits on a large, fenced
in lot. Stucco & Stone, Hardy Plank, Custom Landscape,
sod, and lawn sprinkling!!! Large Great Room, high
ceilings, EIK w/ granite counter tops, hdwd Flrs, 4brms,
2.5 baths, and master suite!!

JUST REDUCED TO 1,279,000!!!
MLS #: 2262169

coLbDWweLL
209 Central Avenue 1-888-317-5416 BANKEGR
(908) 233-5555 Call now for a pre-approval decision
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

m ©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation. @
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An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

#» Prudential

resale « new homes « fine homes e« relocation « mortgage « title « insurance

Seotcl lains

Charming and Pristine!
Terrific 3 Bedroom, 2.1 Bath Cape
Cod has new windows, gleaming
hardwood floors, freshly painted.
Close to Fanwood train station.

Must see at $449,900

New Jersey
Properties

Excellent Opportunity!
Owners have relocated! Elegant
5 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath Colonial on
1.28 acre property. Beautiful cul-de-
sac location.

Offered at $957,500

Just Listed!
Charming Colonial offers 3 Bed-
rooms, 1.1 Baths, newly updated
Kitchen with granite countertops,
stainless appliances, CAC.
Offered at $540,000

Light and Bright!
Renovated 1993, 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Colonial. Convenient to town and
New York City transportation.

Offered at $425,000

Bunllder
.
Services (o.inc.

+

vorica, Equal Housing Opportunity. 1= [H

THE GATEWAY TO
OPULENT LIVING IS NOW

732-396-3995

251 Westfield Avenue, Clark, NJ

www.daunnorealty.com

DAUNNO

REALTY SERVICES, LLC

AN EXCLUSIVE ENCLAVE OF ONLY 54 LUXURY TOWNHOMES IN LIVINGSTON, N]J
Come to Cedar Gate at Livingston, and discover the perfect balance of life and luxury.
With lavish amenities and contemporary conveniences in a quiet, secluded neighborhood, its the ideal place to call home

Elegant 3-bedroom, 2-level townhomes ¢2-car garages & full basements eIdyllic Livingston location
sExcellent schools & Blue Ribbon high school *Within walking distance of NYC transportation
+Close to superb dining. shopping & entertainment

C
N

at Livingston

PRICED FROM THE $700'S
SALES CENTER NOW OPEN. CALL 973-992-7904

Sales Center Hours: Friday-Tuesday 11:00 AM—5:00 PM, closed Wednesday & Thursday.
44 Old Short Hills Road ~ www.cedargatelivingston.com

AN s
s Posesoerl Pleycrse
e - Oy :
Sales & Marketing by:

THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS ARE B4 AN OFFERING PLAN AVAILABLE FROM THE SPONSOR

A AN

WESTMINSTER
5 TR
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, PA,
Somerset Hills Corporate Center, 28
Independence Boulevard, Liberty Cor-

Weichert

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/14 12-4PM
HOLLY COHEN & ANDY WEISSMAN ARE PROUD
. Al ner, New Jersey 07938.
TO INTR‘ODUCE' 904 KIMB . L AVENUE NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to

y i R - 2} - . provide the professional legal services in
: conjunction with the services provided by
Frederick T. Danser lll, Esq. in his capac-
ity as labor counsel to provide legal ser-
vices to the Town of Westfield for labor,
employment, and personnel matters and
related litigation.
DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007
AMOUNT: The estimated total fees for
the year to be determined upon adoption
of the 2007 budget for the Town with this
expenditure charged to the Legal Account.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1T-1/11/07, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Westfield . . . Distinctive Center Hall Colonial residence in a most captivating
setting in the heart of Wychwood. This 4 to 5 bedroom Bob Newman built
home combines its substantial size with a sensible floor plan radiating tradition
& elegance. From its grande size formal living and dining rooms, crisp country
kitchen with rear staircase, to the skylit family room, this home awaits your
personal touch. Set on a splendid (100 x 160) property among some of Westfield’s
most treasured homes, 904 Kimball Ave. would be the perfect choice to call
home . . . Make it yours today! DIR: E. Broad St. to Wychwood Rd. rt onto
Kimball Ave. #904 $1,495,000 (052000NEW)

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
I, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of
a consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation
organizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Amount of $20,000.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-

Call For
More Information!
Invite Holly & Andy in,
and they’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen Andy Weissman

. FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.
“@ weichert.com WeF:ga gg Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777 1 T-1/11/07, The Leader Fee\zl:v$18.87

Nestled on one of the most desired streets in Westfield, you will find the charm and superb construction not found in many newly
built homes. The first floor boasts a formal entrance hall with a circular staircase and 2 1/2 story ceiling, spacious living room with
a woodburning, brick fireplace which leads to a sunroom overlooking the parklike grounds, formal dining room, paneled library,
powder room, large kitchen with breakfast room, laundry and walk-in mudroom. The kitchen opens into a magnificent family room
with 16' barrel vaulted ceiling, extensive wainscotting, moldings and built-ins, as well as a raised hearth, fieldstone fireplace plus
Pella Palladium windows makes this a one of a kind family room. French doors lead from the family room to a beautiful brick and
blue stone patio. The second floor includes 5 bedrooms and 4 full baths. The rear staircase makes the fifth bedroom perfect for
an au pair or in-law suite. The lower level consists of a sunken rec room with a stone fireplace and built-ins, billiard/bar room,
powder room, and additional storage rooms. This is the perfect setting for a home theatre/media room. The full, walk-up third
floor includes over one thousand square feet of storage space. This truly spectacular estate that is surrounded by other estate
properties must be seen to be appreciated. Call John Wiley for floorplans; 908-812-3000. Asking $3,000,000.

John C. Wiley COLDWELL

Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

BANKCR QO

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

REALTOR®

Glowing with a romantic architectural style this 1873 Grande Dame Westfield Colonial
fuses sumptuous details to craft an interior that is as unique as a snowflake. The inventive
floor plan enchants you with exquisite wood floors, ornamental moldings, decorative mill-
work, lofty ceilings and a serene ambiance that cannot be replicated. The elegant living
room with marble fireplace & the formal dining room with a grand walk-in bay window brim
with a magical tenor that is enhanced by abundant period details. Tranquility abounds in the
“parlor style” family room and the modern kitchen with adjacent breakfast room. The unex-
pected master suite charms you with a dressing room, row of wall closets and an updated,
bath. Other private spaces have exceptional features: built-in desks & bookshelves, moldings
and wall cabinets over drawers. Updated baths and a wonderful third floor with a darling
playhouse, enhance this unsurpassed interior. Resting gracefully on sprawling, beautifully
landscaped grounds the exterior of this home, equally as inspired, captivates you with a front|

wrap-around porch, expansive deck, brick walks, cozy breezeway and marvelous plantings.
Presented for $1,360,000.

For additional information or to schedule your private tour call...
Kathy Gouldey, Sales Associate
908-518-3774, Direct Dial

BURGOR( #fan

reaLTors' ' ERA
Westfield Office - 600 North Avenue, West -+ 908-233-0065
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DELITADA

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLALINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on January 4, 2007, the following
decision of the Board was memorialized:

Denied, a one-year Temporary Operat-
ing Permit for Jon DeBaro, 2219 North
Avenue, Block 7601, Lot 14 to allow park-
ing of a commercial vehicle in the parking
area of Crestwood Commons Condo-
minium Complex.

Barbara Horev

Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-01-05

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company; 308 East Vroad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing ser-
vices and other financial consultation ser-
vices.

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than June 30, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $23,565.00

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Janu-
ary 22, 2007, Municipal Building, first floor
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue at
7:45 pm to hear the minor subdivision/lot
line change application of Peter and Maria
DiNizo for 2076 & 2080 Westfield Road
Circle, Block 2501, Lots 24 & 25 located in
the R-3A Zone which proposes to subdi-
vide approximately 9,086 square feet from
Lot 25 and add it to the rear of Lot 24.

The following existing variance is re-
quested:

Section 23-3.4A,Para. H.,Col. 7-Front
Yard Setback; Minimum Required: 30
feet; Existing & Proposed: 27.7 feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $23.46

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Sonnenschein, Nath
& Rosenthal LLP, 101 JFK Parkway,
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance of and in conjunction with the
duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: The estimated total fees for
the year will be determined upon adoption
of the 2007 budget for the Town with this
expenditure charged to the Legal Account.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1T-1/11/07, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and
State Programs, the Review Reporton the
Town of Westfield Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan, and preparation of the Market
Disclosure Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Amount of $59,600.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T-1/11/07, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Amalgamated Gen-
eral Agencies (AGA), 115 Grove Street
East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform risk management consultant ser-
vices as detailed in the Bylaws if the Sub-
urban Joint Insurance Fund and the Mu-
nicipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund..

DURATION: January 1, 2007 through
December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: 3% of annual assessment

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray

Town Clerk

Fee: $18.87

1T-1/11/07, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Thurs-
day, January 4, 2007 memorialized the
following Board action taken on Decem-
ber 4, 2006:

06-20(v) DAUNNO DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LLC, 35 MOHAWK
TRAIL, BLOCK 5116, LOT 5,
SEEKING MINOR SUBDIVI-
SIONWITHVARIANCE. APPLI-
CANT SEEKS TO DEMOLISH
EXISTING HOUSE AND SUB-
DIVIDE PROPERTY INTO TWO
CONFORMING LOTS, APPLI-
CANT PROPOSES TO CON-
STRUCT TWO NEW SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLINGS. Applica-

tion approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
Fee: $20.91

1T-1/11/07, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 31,
2007 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 39 St. Johns Place, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 20, Lot
10, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Nicholas and Colleen Nitti.

The applicant requests an addition on
house, which is in violation of the follow-
ing:

Section 184-110 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: street
side yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 24.11 feet; Proposed: 11.92 feet.

Section 184-110 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: rear yard
setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 24.21
feet; Proposed: 24.21 feet.

Theapplicantwill also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours from the Secretary
of the Planning Board at the Administra-
tion Office of the Borough of Fanwood at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Nicholas and Colleen Nitti

39 St. Johns Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $36.21

32 Orenda Circle, -
Westfield

GRACIOUS AND SPACIOUS:
This four bedroom two and one-
half bath colonial offers an
updated eat-in-kitchen, family
room with fireplace, formal living
room, dining room with built in
corner cabinet, finished
basement, hardwood floors, and
a beautiful private yard on a lot
size of 130 x 125. $889,900

OPEN HOUSE:
Sun. 1/14 1-4PM

415 Woodland Avenue,
Westfield
Overlooking EchoLake Country
Club, this meticulous colonial
dates from the 1770s It is in
impeccable condition offering
yesterday’s charm with today’s
conveniences.Three/Four
bedrooms, three full baths, eat in
kitchen with fireplace, den with
fireplace, large master bedroom

suite. $719,900

Kay Gragnano

Sales Associate

908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

136 Jefferson Avenue,
Westfield
Classic Colonial built by the
Messercola Brothers. Five Bedroom:s,
five Bathrooms, walk-up attic, finished
Basement. Formal Living and Dining
Room, expansive gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen open to Family Room w/
fireplace. Second floor features
include MBR Suite with fireplace,
whirlpool tub and double walk-in
closets. A spring occupancy is realistic.

$1,900,000.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

COLDWELL

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

BANKER QO

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

REALTOR"

and 1/2 bath 2006 center
boasts a gracious foyer, 3

and hardwood floors

$ 1,599,000.

This exquisite 11 room, 5 bedroom and 5

“State of the Art” kitchen, open staircase
with architectural molding, stereo system,

Enhancing the exterior is an English
garden, stone patio, sprinkler system and
blue stone porticos and walks. Offered at:

Expect the Very Best.....

Barbara Callahan
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2005
www.Barbaracallahannj.com

908-301-2886 Direct
908-447-1806 Cell
brokerbmc@aol.com

hall colonial
fireplaces, a

throughout.

WSF9636

coLbWweELL

BANKEGR O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE @

v e
FORTITT

Wonderful Westfield Colonials

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090
Bus; 908-233-5555 Fax 908-233-1709

REALTOR?

Nestled on a tranquil cul de sac in the
charming Brightwood area of Westfield,
this Classic Side Hall Colonial boasts 10
rooms, 4/5 Bedrooms, and 3 full baths.
Gleaming hardwood floors,
mantled fireplace, and chair rail enhance a
gracious living room and dining room

family room, and screen porch. Offered at:

a white

$949,900.

WSF0562




A WarcHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION @he Mestfield Teader and The Scotch Plains - Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 11, 2007 Page 17

COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE
RECENT HOME SALES

223 Canterbury Rd., Westfield 560 Lawrence Ave. Westfield 8 Kimball Circle, Westfield 531 St. Marks Ave., Westfield 1416 Watchung Ave., Plainfield 1 Julia Court, Scotch Plains

Listed by Frank D. Isoldi Listed by Hye-Young Choi Listed by Mary McEnerney Listed by Kimberley Haley Listed by John Demarco Listed by Lola Reed
Sold by Frank D. Isoldi Sold by Hye-Young Choi Sold by Mary McEnerney Sold by Kimberley Haley Sold by John Demarco Sold by Reva Berger

1 Sylvester St., Cranford 514 Kimball Ave., Westfield 10 Middlebury La., Cranford 1036 Columbus Ave., Westfield 1148 Martine Ave., Plainfield 15 Kimball Circle, Westfield

Listed by Faith Maricic Listed by Judith Koeppel Listed by Ruth Tate Listed by Frank D. Isoldi Listed by John Demarco Listed by Harriet Lifson
Sold by Jill Rome Sold by Judith Koeppel Sold by Grace Rappa Sold by Sharareh Amarante Sold by Teresa Giasullo Sold by Hye-Young Choi

150 N. Euclid Ave., Westfield 1521 Ramapo Way, Scotch Plains 177 N. Chestnut St., Westfield 1787 Fernwood La., Plainfield 647 Lawnside Place, Westfield 187 Midway Ave., Fanwood

Listed by Arlene Post Listed by Maureen Lacosta Listed by Jayne Bernstein Listed by Gloria Kraft Listed by Mary McEnerney Listed by Patricia Glaydura
Sold by Stephanie Smith Sold by Arlene Post Sold by Ann Allen Sold by Naasa Sherbeini Sold by Susan Checchio Sold by Stephen Gregerson

.?fﬁ,

315 Jefferson Ave., Westfield 21 Cray Terrace, Fanwood 211 Eaglecroft Rd., Westfield 2110 Seward Dr., Scotch Plains 2134 Maple View Ct, Scotch Plains 227 West End Ave., N. Plainfield

Listed by Kay Gragnano Listed by Mary McEnerney Listed by Jayne Bernstein Listed by Jayne Bernstem Listed by Frank D. Isoldi Listed by Eileen Burlinson
Sold by Jacqueline Conover Sold by Kimberley Haley Sold by Carla Capuano Sold by Jayne Bernstein Sold by Jacqueline Conover Sold by Gina Suriano-Barber

23 Park Ave., Cranford 806 Boynton Ave., Westfield 282 Pembroke Rd., Mountainside 3 Rambling Dr., Scotch Plains 317 Hemlock Ave., Garwood 329 Linda Dr., Mountainside

Listed by Joan Kylish Listed by Thomas Bianco Listed by Maryalice Ryan Listed by Bettyann Lynch Listed by Frank D. Isoldi Listed by Susan Checchio
Sold by Maryalice Ryan Sold by Thomas Bianco Sold by Mary McEnerney Sold by Elvira Ardrey, William Taylor ~ Sold by Donna Perch Sold by Anne Kelly

332 William St., Scotch Plains 364 LaGrande Ave., Fanwood 42 Doris Parkway, Westfield 420 Topping Hill Rd., Westfield 457 Fourth Ave., Garwood 512 Alden Ave., Westfield

Listed by Ann Allen Listed by Ruth Tate Listed by Kimberley Haley Listed by Frank D. Isoldi Listed by Barbara “Bobbee” Mulvee Listed by Hye—Young Choi
Sold by John Aslanian Sold by Susan Checchio Sold by Susan Debbie Sold by Paula Golbin Sold by Thomas Bianco Sold by Grace Rappa

676 Summit Ave., Westfield 54 Helen St., Fanwood 59 Pallant Ave., Linden 6 Tanglewood La., Mountainside ~ 61 Michael Dr., Westfield 67 Canterbury Dr., Scotch Plains

Listed by Lola Reed Listed by Kathryn Shea Listed by Diane Pellino Listed by Sondra Share Listed by Ruth Tate Listed by Nancy Bregman
Sold by Frank D. Isoldi Sold by Michael Buban, Barbara Devlin ~ Sold by Naasa Sherbeini Sold by Hye-Young Choi Sold by Dennis Devine Sold by Lola Reed

702 Shadowlawn Dr., Westfield 71 Clydesdale Rd., Scotch Plains 711 Woodland Ave., Westfield 32 Arlene Court, Fanwood 530 Clark St., Westfield 118 Oak Tree Pass, Westfield

Listed by Susan Checchio Listed by Jill Rome Listed by John Clark Wiley Listed by Bettyann Lynch Listed by Faith Maricic Listed by Mary McEnerney, Susan Checchio
Sold by Barbara Callahan Sold by Faten Mahran Sold by Irene Katz Sold by Bettyann Lynch Sold by Hye-Young Choi Sold by Grace Rappa

Westfield Office —r
209 Central Office « Westfield, NJ 07090 g?\lhpk”en G

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Bank

S red g '1:1\ licensed L; C (ollg\zlgllll[]%?nl\:: R?H Est: :LIZ o (908) 233_5 5 5 5 ¢ C OldwellBankerMoveS .com

2 al Opportunity Company. Equal Housing RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
ned and Operated bykl\'RT Incorporated. Mortgage (888) 3 ]- 7-54 ]- 6
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PRINCIPAL

HELP WANTED

® Holy Trinity Interparochial
Elementary School of
Westfield, NJ, Archdiocese of
Newark, seeks a creative and
dynamic Principal to lead a
well established Pre-K to 8th
Grade program.

Candidate must:

® Possess an M.A. Degree in
Education and Administrative
Certification or equivalent

® Be a practicing Catholic with
strong interpersonal and
communication skills and a
demonstrated history of
educational success.

® ExperienceinaCatholic school
setting a plus

Send letter of introduction
and resume to:

Sister Patricia Butler, SC
Office of the
Superintendent of Schools
171 Clifton Avenue
Newark, NJ 07104

LIBRARY ASSISTANT

Westfield Memorial Library. Part-
time Library Assistant with
excellent customer service skills
wanted for busy Circulation desk.
Computer skills required, library
experience a plus. Some daytime
hours, one night a week and
alternate Saturdaysrequired. $10/
hour; excellent vacation and sick
benefits. Applications available at
the Circulation desk, 550 E. Broad,
or e-mail resume to
personnel@wmlnj.org EOE

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

EXP CHEF WANTED

Expert Cooks on hibachi tables,
atleast 3 years experience. Chefs
need to possess good personal-
ity, skills and efficiency. Apply at:
1230 Route 22 West
Mountainside, NJ
(908) 518-9733
ARIRANG Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar

HELP WANTED

Busy “Bob-the-builder” seeks his
Wendy. Assist with ongoing
construction company details and
help develop a local real estate
brokerage. This will be the best
real estate careeryou’llever have.
Learn & Earn. Fax info to:

(908) 518-9597 or

call (908) 346-1111

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

Prep meds under direction of
pharmacist: measure, mix, count,
label, record amnts & dosages of
meds: receive Rx/refill requests &
verify info is complete/accurate.
Order, label & count stock of meds,
chemicals & supplies. Req any
Bach of Sci degr + 1 yr exp.
Send resume:
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy
1115 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW HOMES

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Financialadministrator/bookkeeper
needed for Westfield home based
business 20-25 hours per week/
Work predominately from home,
flexible hours. College degree
preferred. Duties include heavy
phone and e-mail interface with
Houston office. Quickbooks and
Excel proficiency required. Please
submit resume and salary history to
sjolley@recordsdiscovery.com

HELP WANTED

Full-time nanny position caring for
newborn baby girl. Experience,
references, and driver’s license
required. Send resume to
troutman@broadwaycat.com

FRONT DESK

Fitness Center in Scotch Plains is
seeking friendly, motivated
people. Responsibilities include
answering phone, assisting with
memberships and customer ser-
vice. All Shifts Available. Contact:
Jo (908) 232-6100 or
Jog@fitnessandwellness.org

HELP WANTED

COMPUTERS

Sr. Comp Programmer - Dvlpmt &
maintenance of bus. applics like
analyze, dsgn, admin., systm
maintenance & d/bases as
customized for specific client
needs of pharmacy; provide prof.
comp maintenance/upgrade/
eval’n of pharmacy comp. systms,
associated automation systms,
tech debugging, dvip customized
internet & intranet applics using
VB, ASP as front end & SQL
Serverasbackend applics; create
applicfor online new prescriptions,
refills, credit card payment
authorization & validation from
patients; generate inventory
control, purchase orders, invoicing
of outgoing & returned products
etc. Bach deg + min. 5 yrs exp. in
pharmacy field using C, C++, Java,
SQL, Oracle d/base reqd. Mail
resumes to Mr. N. Yasa, Cure
Drugs LLC, 2391 Mountain Ave,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

NANNY WANTED

MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager
(908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume (908) 232-1728.

NANNY WANTED

Single mother of 3 looking for
responsible nanny who drives
and speaks English, from 2:30-
8pm, M-F and some Saturdays.
Please Call (908) 233-8128

F/T Nanny with car needed to
care for 2 children (3yrs & 5yrs) in
our Westfield home. Seeking an
energetic and creative personwith
lots of love for our children. To
begin as soon as possible. Please
call Renee (201) 452-5954.

CHILD CARE SUPERVISOR

Fithess Center looking for
experienced, dependable
individual. Must manage staff &
provide care & programming for
kidsin safe, funenvironment; some
bookkeeping. Friendly & energetic
a must. Full time, benefits.
Call Camille at (609) 584-7600

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

New colonial featuring 5 bedroom, 3 baths, a state of the art kitchen w/granite
countertops & tile backsplash, gas fireplaces in family room & master bedroom,
multi-zone heating & cooling, 9’ceilings first floor, hardwood floors. $1,299,900.

Construction has begun on this fabulous new 12 room cul-de-sac home, in Scotch
Plain’s newest neighborhood. Features include 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, gourmet
kitchen with wood cabinetry & granite counters, conservatory, hardwood floors, 2
fireplaces, multi zone heating & cooling, and much, much more. $1,750,000.

301 Lenox Avenue * Westfield

908 - 232 - 9500

Michael C. Buccola

Broker/Owner
State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

estfield
[Realty

Service

ooooooooo

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/23/07 and
opened and read for:

Traffic Signal Relampling North Region 2007, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP NO: 07410

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contrac-
tor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/4/07, 1/11/07 and 1/18/07, The Leader Fee: $214.20

APARTMENT FOR RENT

CONDO FOR SALE

FANWOOD: 2 BEDROOM,
Second Story, Completely
Refurbished, New Kitchen w/
plenty of Storage, Central Heat
and Air Conditioning, Washer/
Dryer, Refinished Wood Floors,
Hi-speed Wireless Internet
Access, Walk to Train, Busses,
Downtown Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. $1595/mo + Utilities.
Call (908) 322-8440

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft
Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE FOR RENT

FANWOOD Professional Office
for Rent; 2 rooms - 400 sq feet,
fully furnished, private path,
wireless internet, off street

parking, private entrance.
$850.00 includes utilities.
Call (908) 322-8440 or

info@fanwoodchemical.com
VT SKI RENTAL

4BR, 3FB townhouse overlooking
Mt. Snow avail. for Pres. week.
Pool, sauna & hot tub avail.
For more info: (908) 654-0102

RENTAL HOUSE WANTED

Westfield family of 4 needs rental
home while renovating. Non-
smoking and no pets. References
provided. Prefer month-to-month
lease. Call (917) 692-8467.

EXCELLENT PAINTING

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
Power Washing - Painting Com-
plete Preparation, Good Work,
Good Price. Free Estimates

Call Ed (908) 220-2858

or (908) 220-3825

HOUSE CLEANING

Honest person
will clean your house or office.
Experienced with references.
Call Joanna (732) 952-3451

ARCADE GAME

”Auction” $350.00
rritterhoff@yahoo.com
(609) 425-4281

FRENCH TUTOR NEEDED

Westfield Family seeks qualified
tutor to teach French in our home
1-2 evenings per week in 2007.
Please call (evenings)
(908) 656-0341

Scotch Plains-Beautiful 1 bedroom,
new bathroom, new appliances,
1st floor, parking, desirable
location, walking to all. Must see!
No brokers $254,900. Call
(908) 322-27150r(917) 742-8235

BEDROOM SET

All wood cherry sleigh bed,
dresser, nite stand
Value $1200 sell $690
Call (732) 259-6690

SLEIGH BED

Cherry HB, FB, Rails
retail $675 sell $350
Call (732) 259-6690

SOFA FOR SALE

NEW - Ratan love-seat
2 seater with pillows and ultra
suede fabric at half price.
$850.00
Call (908) 232-9056

MATTRESS

Pillow Top set
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $140 Kng $195
Call (732) 259-6690

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAR?

LIKE NEW 2003 FULLY LOADED
FWD VOLVO S60 T5. Auto.
32.4mi, titanium grey, black
leather w/ LoJdack Interested
parties, please call (908) 347-6965

NARA HOUSE CLEANING

Cleans homes, apartments and
offices. Years of experience and
good references. Please contact
Nara at (908) 943-7546 or
naranetto@msn.com

SOL’s CLEANING

Homes, Apartments, Condos.
5 years cleaning experience with
good references in the area.

(201) 766-3971 or
cell (973) 991-6511
solsclean@yahoo.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

| will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.

Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-01-09

CONTRACTOR: Rogut, McCarthy,
Troy, LLC; 37 Alden Street, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Downtown
Economic Development Coordinator Ser-
vices

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $30,000.00

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-01-06

CONTRACTOR: Beckerman & Com-
pany; 430 Lake Avenue, Colonia, New
Jersey 07067

NATURE OF SERVICE: Insurance Bro-
kerage Services, General Liability and
Workers’ Compensation Insurance

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.00

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1T-1/11/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

Goods & Services You Need!

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

SALES / SERVICE / INSTALLATION

SUDGEME

HEATING &-AM' CONDITIONING INC.
RESIDENTIAL / INDUSTRIAL
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING
VENTILATION EXHAUST
YORK CARE 10 YEAR WARRANTY PARTS & LABOR
257 Wagner Street Middlesex, NJ 08846 800-882-5160
Remember the Summer of 2005! HOT-HOT-HOT

RALPH
CHECCHIO, nc

BLACK TOP
PAVING
Driveways
Parking Lots

Concrete or
Masonry Work

908 889 » 4422

FREE
ESTIMATES

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-753-4222

Since 1960

Roofing Go.

Your Roofing Specialist

OLIVER A

Edwin James

SAVING RENOVATION SVCS.
« DRIVEWAYS PARKING LOTS BATHROOM
SEAL COATING RAILROAD TIES
DRAINAGE PROBLEMS RENOVATIONS

BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING
STUMP GRINDING

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured « FREE Estimates

*TILE & TILE REPAIRS
‘WOOD FLOORING
& MORE

232-887-4369

908- - 31

Insured Lic#13VH00137700

Mr. Reliable
HANDYMAN

Yes We Can Do That!
Small or Large
Bob:
908-462-4755

. |
TILIE
Repair

*Grouting
*Caulking

*Re-Glue Loose Tiles
*Reset Soap Dishes

732-381-6635

CUSTOM SET-UPS
- Marble & Granite Fabricators -

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
<CKSpeciaIizing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.
“Looking forward to doing business with you. Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fox us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue

908-233-5300

Fax: 908-233-5655

Audio - Video - LCD
Plasma TV’s - Arcades

We also sell Arcade Games,
Pinball Machines, Air Hockey & Pool Tables

908-377-4711

S\ “FOR
OVE ZPERFECTION”

Home Improvements
No Job Too Small
* Kitchens » Baths » Ceramic Tile
* Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

* General Maintenance & Repairs
* Full Handyman Service

Ph: 908:391-2040
NJ Lic. # 13VH01315500

Free Estimates * Insured

Free Estimates  Fully Insured

_ WARK [
DiFRANCESCO

PAVING * MASONRY

Driveways * Parking Lots
Steps + Walkways * Patios
Pavers + Concrete * Curbing
Drainage * Water Proofing

A. PLAIA & SON
All Types of Fence

Expertly Installed

"Year Round”
New & Repairs

Free Estimates

3RD GENERATION

—E|‘| 908-668-8434 I_I:'—

(908) 654-5222

N.J. Lic # 13VHO0478500

“Experience the Difference.”

J.C. ALDANA inc.
DUST FREE

REAL WOOD FLOORS

908-301-0602

Cell: 908-377-5446
Fax: 908-301-0603

VHO02678400
Westfield, New Jersey

JK's Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Call Joe Klingebiel
908-322-1956

FULLY INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING
INTERIOR | EXTERIOR
SHEETROCK | DRYWALL

SIDING
ROOFING

Professional Services, Inc.

HOT POWER WASHING
HOUSES - DECKS
WINDOWS - CARPET CLEANING
TILE AND GROUT
TRUCK-MOUNTED EQUIPMENT

Tel: 908-754-0149

SIDEWALKS | PAVERS
MASONRY
STEPS

HOME REPAIRS
CERAMIC TILE

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

+* Emission Repair Facility
* Tune-ups & Batteries

* A/C Service NAPA
* Tires & Brakes Aulo
* Road Service = &

138 Elm St « Westfield
D08-232-1937

Fully Insured Bonded

The “Handyman”

Painting, Wallpapering, Repairs,
Light Carpentry, & Much Much More.

Careful, dependable and neat.
o Best of all - your call

*@ will be returned.
(7

=) Ask for Gary
908-868-9420
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POPCORN"

Dreamgirls
You Can’t Hurry Art

One Popcorn, Poor « Two Popcorns, Fair « Three Popcorns, Good « Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEI?_’ S. GOLDBERGER
popcorns

SomewhereinAmerica, maybethis
week, perhaps next, a little girl will
experience Jennifer Hudson singing
“And | Am Telling You I’'m Not Go-
ing,” the signature torch song in
Dreamgirls. Juilliard might as well
send her the application now. Thedie
iscast. A star will be born.

It'sthat kind of performance. Play-
ing Effie White, the amost homely,
practically dowdy member of thetitle
trio, she has just been jilted.

Vibrating every timber in the the-
ater, bringing the house down in that
unmistakable blend of music and
heartrending catharsis, she invokes
the pain and suffering of every gal
who ever fell for the wrong guy. You
amost feel guilty if you're of the
offending gender.

Overwhelming as it is entertain-
ing, and maybe even more so, the
exactness of the number is a micro-
cosmof thefilm’sshortcoming. While
enjoyable for its music, book and an
overall feeling of vibrancy,
Dreamgirlsismoreprecisethanorigi-
nal. Itst's are crossed, itsi's dotted.
There are no surprises.

But even if a solid iteration of a
stereotype, thecolorful clichéisnone-
theless done with stunning flourish.
Director/screenwriter Bill Condon,
working from the Broadway show’s
scriptandlyricspenned by Tom Eyen,
engraves a virtual template for the
genre. Following hislead, practically
every principal etches a meticulous
characterization.

Though it should be no surprise
considering the drama that he has
woven into several of his comedic
portrayals, Eddie Murphy taps his
Peagliacci and contributes the film’s
most creative depiction. He is James
“Thunder” Early, an R& B singer who
won't compromise his style in order
to appeal to a larger audience (read
white).

Jmmy’s the ignition, a rambunc-
tious, hard-living entertainer withone
foot in the old school, one on the
precipice of inventing the new. And
onenight, when hishad-it-up-to-here
backup singers skedaddle, the enter-
prising CurtisTaylor, Jr. (JamieFoxx)
spots his opportunity. All that the
three ingénues waiting in the wings
need is his managing genius, even if
they don’t know it.

Effie, thenlead singer, isagainst it.
Backup isadead end. Which iswhat
prompts Mr. Taylor to ply his
Svengali-like ways. The glorious tu-
mult is set in motion.

Fast forward, they’ reonebig happy
family, so to speak, crisscrossing the
country by bus. The expected ro-
mances germinate, talent is honed,
strategies are executed, and before
long no oneisvery sure just what the
initial plan wasin the first place.

Only one thing is certain. The
Dreams are headed for stardom. And
feelings are going to be hurt in the
process.

Pushing the plot toward itsfirst big
complication is Curtis's decision to
make Deena Jones (Beyonce
Knowles) the lead. She's the redl
pretty one. By his calculation, the
move will help catapult the girls over
to the pop charts. That's where the
genuine fame resides.

Effiebristles. She' sthebetter singer.
Butwhat really addsinsulttoinjuryis
when Mr. Taylor also switches ro-
mantic allegiance to his new diva
Such is hismanagement style. It isat
this point that Miss Hudson regales
us with the aforementioned
barnburner.

Shades of Billie Holiday, the van-
quishing hyperbole isn’t the sort of
thing you'd want to hear over and
over. But Effie makes her point. The
group goes through yet another tran-
sition.

It would be afaux pasto give away
too much more of the plot, though
fansof popular cultureprobably know
the old saw anyway. Hardly veiled
since the original show opened in
December 1981, it is generaly ac-
knowledged that the musical
chronicles the joys and sorrows of
Diana Ross and the Supremes. While
making for good press, it is only
partially accurate.

More correctly, Dreamgirls is an
amalgam of several stories, mixed,
re-mixed and arranged for Broadway
consumption, right downtothetrans-
mutation of the music. It has that
sound, matinees on Wednesday, Sat-
urday and Sunday. You can practi-
cally taste the orange drink.

Of course, it'sall amatter of taste.
However, while some of the tunes
have sincegained recognitionintheir
own right, few can compare to the
actual girl group hitsof theera. These
are more like essence of Motown.

Where Mr. Condon’'s movie ver-
sion distinguishes itself isin its pro-
duction values, from seamless segues
to time appropriate appurtenances.
And while successfully singing a
paean to the source materid, it is
nevertheless cinematic. Nary aboard
creaks.

What's missing is an edginess. For
al the film's perfect execution, we
find ourselves wishing for some rag-
tag nuances to challenge the imagi-
nation. Oxymoron notwithstanding,
Dreamgirlscouldbenefitfromanovel
flaw or two.

Dreamgirls, rated PG-13, is a
DreamWorks Distribution LLC re-
lease directed by Bill Condon and
stars Beyonce Knowles, Jennifer
Hudson and Jamie Foxx. Running
time: 131 minutes

NJWA Concert Band
To Perform in January

WESTFIELD — Under the direc-
tion of Howard Toplansky, the New
Jersey Workshopfor theArts(NJWA)
Concert Band will perform on Sun-
day, January 14, at 2 p.m. at theDavid
Brearley High School located at 401
Monroe Avenue in Kenilworth.

Tickets for the two-hour concert
are $5 per person and the public is
cordially invited. Donations are also
accepted and will go to assist the
Brearley Music Boosters. In addi-
tion, the members of the Brearley
High School Band, under the direc-
tion of band director John Ondrey,
will perform several selections with

Theater Project

Presents Readings

CRANFORD - The Theater
Project, Union County College' sPro-
fessional Theater Company, will
present a staged reading series of
origina plays by members of The
Theater Project’s Playwrights Devel -
opment Workshop, led by Artistic
Director Mark Spina.

These script-in-hand performances
offer the excitement and immediacy
of actualy sittinginonrehearsa swith
the members of The Theater Project.

The presentation will be followed
by a discussion with the playwright,
director, actors and audience, in the
Union County College Student Com-
mons, located at 1033 Springfield
AvenueinCranford. Admissionisfree.

the NJWA Concert Band.

This concert will feature a bassoon
piece by Czech composer Julius Ernst
Wilhelm Fucik, who spent most of his
lifeastheleader of military brassbands.
Sometimes known as the Bohemian
Sousa, hewasapralificcomposer, with
more than 300 marches, polkas and
wadtzesto his name.

The NJWA Concert Band will also
introduce its American audience to
Matvey Blanter’s* John Grey” foxtrot
at theupcoming concert. Blanter, born
in February 1903 into afamily of poor
Jawish artisans in the Ukraine, was
one of the most important composers
of popular and film music in Russia.

Mazurkas, waltzes, marchesandrag-
timewill also be performed at the con-
cert. “Air for Band” by Frank Erickson
and “Higher and Higher” by Julius
Khait promise to excite the audience.
Elliot Ddl Borgo's “ Fire Dance” will
add a harmonic and rhythmic best,
while George Gershwin’s “Oh, Lady
BeGood” will haveaudiencemembers
humming to this classic.

NJWA, now in its 12th year, is
already working on upcoming con-
certs. On February 24, it isscheduled
to play a fundraiser at the Union
County College for the benefit of the
Union County College Foundation.

For further information about the
concert, or if interested in becoming
a member of this group of perform-
ers, cal (908) 964-1793 or e-mail

e
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CELEBRITY STATUS QUO...Candace Wicke rehearses the chorus for the

njwaband@att.net.

upcoming Washington Elementary School show. Performances of Stick to the
StatusQuo areJanuary 26 and 27. TheWestfield production, now in its59th year,
isthe school’sbiggest fundraiser. It iswritten, directed, produced and performed
entirely by Washington School parents, including Ms. Wicke, the conductor-in-
residence at Carnegie Hall for MidAmerica Productions. To order ticketsor get
mor e information, visit westfieldnjk12.or g/washington.

Susan M. Dougherty f_o.r ‘T.he Westfield Leader and The Times
CRAZY FOR YOU...In the Westfield Community Players opening night of

Angel Street, real lifehusband and wifeM ark and Syndi Szabo play Jack and Bella
Manningham with chilling realism. The Victorian 1880 setting translateswell for
2007 in questioning whether a husband and wife really know each other.

Comm. Players Continue
With Thriller Angel Street

WESTFIEL D —Patrick Hamilton's
Victorianthriller Angel Street contin-
ues Friday and Saturday evenings
January 12, 13, 19 and 20 in the
theater at 1000 North AvenueWest in
Westfield. First produced in London,
this play was the basis for the film
Gadlight.

For the Manninghams who live on
Angel Street in London, all appears
peaceful and serene from the outside.
Within, Mr. Manningham is slowly
torturing hiswife into insanity under
the guise of kindness. It takes the
tenaciousinspector Roughfrom Scot-
land Yard to help Mrs. Manningham
as he investigates a murder commit-
ted 15 years ago in the house on
Angel Street.

Real-life spouses Mark and Syndi
Szabo of Parlin play the
Manninghams while Lee Wittenberg
is Inspector Rough of Scotland Yard
who commands Michael Bieber
(Westfield) and Brian Riccobono.

The household is completed with
mai ds JackieWeiner of Westfield and
VaarieVanHossier of Cranford. Pro-
duced by Kay Macrae of Westfield,

Lynn Lampariello is the stage man-
ager, Bill McMeekan of ScotchPlains
was construction manager and Bob
Murray is technical director.

Call the box office at (908) 232-
1221 for reserved seating at $15 per
ticket. Non-members must prepay
tickets with reservations. Note that
on the benefit performance of Janu-
ary 12, Westfield Community Play-
ers membership cards will not be
honored. On those nights, tickets are
available from the sponsoring orga-
nizations.

Mngel StreetJ
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Spectacular costumes by WCPs
President Naomi Yabl onsky and Betty
Hetheringtonarewonderfully authen-
tic (except for Ms. Szabo's contem-
porary Frenchmani cured snow-white
tipped gel nails).

The sold out opening night only
indicates that WCP has been doing
something right sinceitsinceptionin
1934.

Visual Arts Center
Hosts Young at ART

SUMMIT - Young at ART, a new
exhibition, ison display the month of
January at the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit. The group show, which
will run through January 31, repre-
sents the work of the art center's
junior students.

The exhibition includes work
from students in the art center’'s
summer programs, outreach pro-
grams (students in programs out-
side the art center) and Kaleido-
scope Program (students who visit
the main gallery exhibitions and do
aproject related to the exhibition.)
Thework isonview inthestrolling
galleries on the first and second
floors of the center.

Thisfirst-ever exhibit encompasses
various media, including drawing,
painting, sculpture, photography, as-
semblage and more. The pieces are
displayed with the students names
andtheinstructor of theclassinwhich
the work was produced.

The show was assembled with the
help of alarge committee from the
art center, including members of the
board, staff and volunteers. Com-
mitteemembersincludeLynn Celler,
Mari D’Alessandro, Jessica
Haverstick, Winifred McNeill,
Dannielle Mick, Rasika Reddy,
CarlettaSchneider and Amy Shaffer,
all under the chairperson Bonnie

Jaffe.

For additiona information on this
exhibit, contact Ms. D’ Alessandro, ex-
hibitions manager, at (908) 273-9121
or viae-mail at mari @artcenternj.org.
For more information on the Visua
Arts Center of New Jersey, visit
artcenternj.org.

NJWA Chooses

Piano Music Dealer

WESTFIELD — Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Music Studio, hasannounced
that the Freehold Music Center has
been chosen as a designated piano
music dealer for NJWA piano pur-
chasing and servicing.

The Music Studio has recently re-
placed its old pianos with Yamaha
uprights. Mike Diehl, owner of Free-
hold Music Center, said, “The value,
longevity and reliable performance
over time are afew of the reasonswe
recommend Yamaha pianos for
schools and institutions.”

For a complete brochure on The
Music Studio offerings, or informa-
tion on any program of the NJWA,
visit their studios at 150-152 East
Broad StreetinWestfield or call (908)
789-9696.Additional informationcan
be found on the web at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Artist Falotico Exhibits
Constructing Heads

SCOTCH PLAINS — Locd artist
Frank Faloticowill demonstratedraw-
ing heads and portraits at the Scotch
Plains & Fanwood Arts Association
meeting on Thursday, January 18, at
7 p.m.inthe Scotch PlainsLibrary at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

Relyingonhisextensivebackground
in anatomy, Mr. Falotico will show us
how to construct faces on top of the
underlyingstructureof thehuman head.

He has been the director of the
DuCret School of Art in Plainfield
since 1985. He has taught anatomy
for morethan 30yearsand alsoteaches
life drawing, painting and sculpture.
Hehasabachelor of arts degreefrom

Monmouth University andisagradu-
ate of the DuCret School of Art. He
also studied at the Art Students
League, N.Y. under anatomist Robert
Beverly Hale.

Professional experience includes
work in animation with both Adven-
ture Cartoonsfor T.V. and Paramount
Studios, N.Y. and design and illustra-
tion for the Point-of-Purchase publi-
cation display field. He has exhibited
in numerous showsin New York and
New Jersey and hiswork isin many
private and public collections.

The demonstration isfree and open
to the public. For more information,
contact TomYeager at (908) 322-5438.

Les Malamut Gallery
Shows ‘Enthusiasm’

AREA —TheLesMdamutArt Gal-
lery announced an exhibit of pastel art
work by the Shared Enthusiasm Group.

The show will open with a “Meset
the Artists” reception on Saturday,
January 20, inthegallery from 2to 4
p.m. The public isinvited to attend.

The artists exhibiting are Althea
Howlett Scheller, Anita McKenna-
Murphy, Barbara Uhr and Diane
Gallo. All are members of the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, aswell as
several other art associations.

Their work has been shown in nu-
merous venues in New Jersey. Artist
Dannielle Mick, who has an enthusi-
asticapproachinexploringcolor, light
and composition, founded the Shared
Enthusiasm Group. They meet regu-

larly to share ideas and techniques.

Ms. Scheller feels that watercolor
and pastel impressionist paintings
bring her the most pleasure. Ms.
Murphy’swork isprofound and medi-
tativein its representation of the natu-
ra world. Ms. Uhr said drawing and
painting are the best ways to see and
enjoy the wonders of nature, while
Ms. Gdlo maintainsthat to work with
one shandsto produce something that
speaks to one is ajoyous thing.

The Les Maamut Art Gallery is
located in the Union Public Library,
located at 1800 Morris Avenue in
Union. It is open during regular li-
brary hours and is handicapped ac-
cess ble. For further information, call
(908) 851-5450.
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b Vic’s Picks &
L acuna Coil Twists
Up Metal World

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Italiangoth-rock sextet LacunaCoil
have done something special. The
Milan-based group’s April 2006 re-
lease “Karmacode” bridges a gap
between goth metal and mainstream
hardrock, channelingall theunbridlied
energy of the former into a wildly
exciting version of the latter.

On “Karmacode,” Lacuna Coil is
like Evanescence with areal kick; the
musicismelodic and accessible, but it
doesn't sacrificeitsheavierinstrumen-
tal edge. The album is a pure adrena-
line rush from start to finish, and it's
hard not to get swept up inthe music.

The fantasy that litters goth lyrics
doesn’t show up; Lacuna Coil serves
reality, weaving the kinds of stories
and baring the emotions al rock lis-
teners recognize.

And the vocals are the first in-
stantly attractive thing here. Cristina
Scabbia’sethereal voice mesmerizes,
grounded by the male contributions
of backup singer Andrea Ferro.
Scabbia carries each melody fluidly
over theintense guitar/bassfabric her
bandmates lay down, giving the mu-

Sic a unique optimism.

“Karmacode” has plenty of high-
lights. From its very opening guitar
riff, “To the Edge” is invigorating.
It's adark arena rocker with akiller
hook, the best cut ontheabum. “Life
will beready to twist up your world,”
Scabbia and Ferro sing.

“You Create” soundslikeaMiddle-
Eastern chant, Scabbia' svocalswan-
dering like a wordless incantation.

A brighter vocal melody buoys the
probing lyrics of “Closer”: “looking
for ahigher ground/searching for this
somethingmissedbefore/fromahigher
ground/will | fall inaright direction?’

“Within M€’ carries the weight of
theworld, “Fragile” and “ Our Truth”
kick the Middle-Eastern voca color-
ings up a notch.

In Lacuna Coil’shands, ending cut
“Enjoy theSilence,” aDepecheMode
cover, takes on a distinct flavor.
Scabbia's vocal cries layer on top of
the instrumental texture, giving the
song new breadth.

LacunaCoil twist upthemetal world
with “Karmacode’ — they rock hard,
and their music is an exhilarating rush
for anyonewho goesdong for theride.

Arts Center Hosts
Alastair Noble L ecture

SUMMIT —TheVisua ArtsCenter
of New Jersey (VACNJ), located at
68 Elm Street in Summit, will host a
lecture by Professor Alastair Noble
on “Contemporary Sculpture.” Set
for January 18 from 7to 9 p.m. inthe
Main Gallery at the center, the full
title of the lecture is “ Contemporary
Sculpture — How do we define sculp-
turetoday andisit any different from
what it was yesterday?’

Mr. Noble, assistant professor of
sculpture in the art department at
Lafayette College in Pennsylvania,
will lend his expertise to the ques-
tions that artists and those interested
in art are not sure how to answer.

According to Professor Noble,
“(The art of) sculpture crosses many
boundaries and incorporates a wide
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variety of mediums...Artistsworking
today in sculpture weave a poetic
vision between the arts, humanities
and scientific advances to provide a
new form of knowledge.”

This sculpture lecture will be pre-
sented in conjunction with the cur-
rent show now up inthe main gallery
at the VACNJ, “Emerging Artists:
Spotlight on Emerging Sculptors.”

Tickets for the lecture can be pur-
chased at thedoor or reservations can
be madein advance by calling the art
center at (908) 273-9121, extension
46. The fee is $10 and wine and
cheese will be served. In case of in-
clement weather, the lecture will oc-
cur the next evening. For additional
information on the VACNJ, visit
artcenternj.org.

TOOTING THEIR

HORNS...Warming up for their holiday concert on Friday,

December 22, local students from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
polished their trombone techniques for seasonal instrumental performances.
Pictured, left toright, are: Matthew Nader of Scotch Plains, Gregory Schwar tz of
Westfield and Philip Edwards of Westfield.

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT

A

| ndeed, Soup for You!

By JAYNE SALOMON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There's nothing more comforting
than a delicious bowl of warm soup
on a cold January day. Though the
weather recently hasbeenmorepl eas-
ant than usual, the cold days of Janu-
ary are bound to hit, and our luck will
berunning out any
day now.

| am arming my
kitchen with the
necessary ingredi-
ents to fight back
when the frigid
temperature of
January rears its
ugly head. Thenice
thing about these
soups is the eas-
nessof preparation.
Both soups are
similarinnaturebut yieldtotally differ-
ent results. Just wash and pedl the veg-
etablesand throw theminto alarge pot.

| like to put a pot of soup on the
stovein the early afternoon and let it
simmer all day. Thismakesthe house
smell good, and ahearty bow! of soup
aongwithaloaf of warmbread makes
a great winter dinner that is healthy
and satisfyingwhilekeepingthecalo-
riesin check.

HEARTY PEA SOUP
WITH CORN
This flavorful soup can be sim-
mered for hours before adding the
corn and the cinnamon stick.

INGREDIENTS

8 cups cold water

1 pound split green peas (rinsed)
1 medium carrot, cleaned

5 cloves fresh garlic, peeled

1 medium onion, peeled

3 bay leaves

1-tablespoon sugar

3 teaspoons salt

1 can (15.25 ounces) creamed corn
1 cinnamon stick (optional)
Dash of pepper

Garnish: chopped hazelnuts

PROCEDURE
Rinse peas in cool water. Boil the
water in a large pot. Add the peas,
garliccloves, onion, carrot, bay leaves,
salt and sugar to the boiling water.

th Pea Soup with Corn

Turn the heat down to smmer im-
mediately andlet simmer for approxi-
meately one-and-a-half hours. Add the
creamed corn and cook for an addi-
tional 30 minutes.

Add the cinnamon stick for thelast
15 minutes only. The cinnamon gives
a smooth flavor without overpower-
ing the unique fla-
vor of thepea/corn
combination.

Add the dash of
pepper at the end.
Soup may be
served hotfromthe
pot or may be
cooled and put in
the blender, which
will give it a
smoother consis-
tency. If blended,
return to pot to
heat. Garnish with chopped hazel-
nuts if desired.

LENTIL SOUP

This hearty soup can be simmered
for hours. It is aimost impossible to
overcook. Should the soup become
very thick from smmering, just add
more water. The procedure describes
the minimal amount of cooking
needed for full flavor to be achieved.

INGREDIENTS

6 cups water

1-1/3 cup lentils (rinsed)

1 pound of beef chunks (any kind of beef)

5 or 6 medium to large garlic cloves, peeled
1 cup diced celery (about 3 stalks, cleaned and
trimmed)

1 cup diced parsnips (about 1 parsnip)
1-teaspoon kosher salt

10to 12 stalksof scallions, cleaned and tipscut
off (about ¥4 of green part remaining)
1-teaspoon fresh thyme or ground thyme

2 teaspoons sugar

Dash of cinnamon (optional)

Garnish: toasted Italian bread & sliced scallion
pieces
PROCEDURE

Boil thewaterinalargepot. Addthe
lentils and cook for 20 minutes. Add
the beef, garlic cloves, celery, pars-
nips, sat, scalions and cook for one
hour. Add the thyme, sugar and cinna-
mon and cook for 30 additional min-
utes. Serve hot. Garnish with toasted
Italian bread and diced scallion.
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W&stfleld Not Far From the Heart
Of Now-Texan Zehnder-Hahn

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - When artist
Veronique Zehnder-Hahn relocated
from Westfield to San Marcos, Tex.
two yearsago, thetownlost apillar of
the artistic community.

Although she no longer calls
Westfield home, her creative influ-
ence continues in the downtown gal-
lery of GaleriaWest, wherean exhibit
of 12 pieces of her work is currently

on display.

on display in New York City, and in
San Marcos.

Sheis also the recipient of numer-
ous recognitions throughout the
world, and while amember of WAA,
in2004, Mrs. Zehnder-Hahnreceived
the association’s Catherine Barnett
and Fred Sitzler Award.

Mrs. Zehnder-Hahn fondly recalls
her artistic colleaguesin Westfield as
“amazing artists”

In addition to art, volunteerism is
alsoimportanttoMrs. Zehnder-Hahn.

In Texas, theformer member of the
Westfield Art Association (WAA) di-
vides her timebetween art and volun-
teer work, just as she once did in
Westfield.

The daughter of a Swiss scientist,
Mrs. Zehnder-Hahn was born in
Morocco, and lived in several coun-
tries as a child because her father’'s
profession took him to various loca-

Morocco- Inner Landscape series

tions around the world.

She graduated from high school in
Holland and college, with aBachelor
of FineArtsdegree, from the College
of Higher Education for the Arts
Arnhem, in the Netherlands.

A mixed-media artist, Mrs.
Zehnder-Hahn's multicultural and
intercultural experiences are widely
expressed in her art, which is full of
symbols, animals and bright colors,
along with geometrical, oriental and
natural forms.

“I call mywork* Inner Landscapes,
because it reflects my search for the
best of every culture in the world,”
Mrs. Zehnder-Hahn explained via
phone from her homein San Marcos.

“l internalize different ways of
thinking, and | trandlate them into a
visual language; it isthe language of
the arts,” she continued.

Mrs. Zehnder-Hahn is known
worldwide, as she has exhibited in
France, Switzerland, Austria and
Germany. In additionto her exhibit at
GaleriaWest, she currently has work

While living in Westfield, she as-
sisted with publicity at Redeemer
Lutheran School, and volunteered at
the Westfield YMCA as a preschool
teacher assistant. She was an after-
school program, as well as a French
teacher classroom volunteer at Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic School.

“Ilikeworkingwithkids,” shesaid.

In addition, she was a public rela-
tions officer for the Westfield Lions
Club.

“1 lovetovolunteer becauseit gives
methe opportunity to giveback tothe
community, to learn new things and
to meet new people,” Mrs. Zehnder-
Hahn said.

Mrs. Zehnder-Hahn has easily in-
tegrated herself into the artistic com-
munity of San Marcos, where sheis
president of the San Marcos Art
League, and also serves on the board
of the San MarcosAreaArts Council.

In addition, the artist uses her tal-
ent for fundraisers by holding art

M émoires d’une enfance-within my soul. ( Memories of a childhood-within my soul), charcoal, 2006.

classes for adults and children. The
money raised by her classes goes to
Blue Santa and other local charities.

The current display of Mrs.
Zehnder—Hahn's work will be at
GaleriaWest into February.

GaleriaWest islocated at 121 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield. For hours,
call (908) 301-9217.

For more information about Mrs.
Zehnder-Hahn and her work, log onto
zeha-art.com

TAKE THE STAGE
Bulldog Inspector Pounces
In WCP’s Angdl Street

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Some people are
S0 passionate about what they do that
they are consumed by the job.

Thank goodness for just such a
man in the character of Sergeant
Rough—theinspector intheWestfield
Community Players (WCP) latest
show, Angel Street by Patrick
Hamilton.

In 1938, English novelist and play-
wright Hamiltonwrotetheplay, which
ranin New York for threeyearsinthe
mid-forties and was made into the
movieclassic, Gadlight starring Ingrid
Bergman and Charles Boyer.

Set in Victorian London in 1880,
the play’sexposition quickly spinsto
psychological intrigue.

L ead character BellaManningham,
like her mother before her, is timid
and frail in temperament.

Her supposedly well-meaning hus-
band Jack reminds her repeatedly of
the genetic predisposition to her
family’s insanity.

Through the first act of this three-
act drama, theaudienceisuncertainif
Bellaisindeed losing her rationality,
or if her husbandisacruel, unfeeling
manipulator who is trying to make
her feel that sheis crazy.

When the philandering Jack
Manningham leavesthe Angel Street
residence for the night, enter | nspec-
tor Rough who, like a stubborn dog
that won't let go of atasty bone, has

THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
JAMES S. LITTLE - DIRECTOR

Eelhix Mendelssohn
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tracked down Jack, whom he sus-
pects of murderingawoman 15 years
earlier.

The question arises— whom will
unstable Bella believe— her husband
of fiveyearsor astranger, who makes
her wonder if she truly knows her
enigmatic husband?

Real life husband and wife duo
Mark and Syndi Szabo play thelead-
ing roles of tormentor and victim
with ease and credibility. Mr.
Szaho'sstarecan boreaholethrough
a concrete slab, his shout sends
chillsandMrs. Szabo’ swilting body
language is convincingly appropri-
ate.

Mrs. Szabo deftly plays the wide
range of emotions needed to pull off
the sensitive Mrs. Manningham.

The retired Inspector Rough, Lee
Wittenberg, isabig hit. He can elicit
dread with the cold hard facts he
presents; yet, he tosses out a laugh
line equally well.

Nicely playing the role of Eliza-
beth, the head maid, Jackie Weiner is
deferential to her male and female
employers.

The younger maid, Nancy, played
by avivacious Valerie Vaan Hoosier,
isreferred to as“saucy” and that she
is. Her constant smirk shows she is
indeed playing with Mrs. M’s head.

As usual, the Westfield playhouse
boasts an interesting stage with ev-
erything necessary for an English
drawing room: a winding staircase,
dliding door and a half-dozen work-
ing “gas’ lights thanks to lighting
designer Bob Murray and Jessica
Foerst. The white moonlight through
thelace curtainslends an eerietouch.

A tip of the hat to Gordon Wiener,
director and set designer, for creating
a fantastic set with the help of Bill
McMeekan, Sue Klinker and Home
Design/Decorator Kim Macrae Otto.

Home-Based Business Moms
Love Being Their Own Boss Too

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Step inside
the well-kept homes of Sherri
Bolkham, Marianne Jennings,
Carolyn Williams, Debbie Steinberg
and Madeline Gerris and, to your
surprise, you might not be ableto see
thesurfaceof their diningroomtables.

The suburban moms, who are all
pursuing careers in the multi-level
marketing industry, confess that the
conventiona useof their dining room
tables is now strictly reserved only
for the holidays.

Any other time of the year, boxes
and bagfuls of products — ranging
from cookware, baskets, scrapbook
paraphernaliato velvet backdropsfor
displayingjewelry — get first dibson
what used to be aplace where, at the
very leadt, their children could once
do their homework.

Inaninterviewwiththeladiesturned
sdlf-employedsdesreps, TheWestfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times asked about the pros
and consof doing businessfromhome.

Asif working full-time and raising
three teenage daughters weren’t
enough, Debbie Steinberg of
Mountainside is now aso arepresen-
tative for Spilada Fine Silver Jewelry.

Noting the threefold motivation for
starting her own home-based busi-
ness, Mrs. Steinberg told the newspa-
per, “ It wasan opportunity to sharethe
self-employed experience with my
teenage daughters; to wear quality,
impressive jewelry; and to make an
aggressiveprofit with minimal effort.”

Like most home-based businesses,
products like Spilada Jewelry are
showcased at house parties. And the
bigger the party, the bigger the ben-
efits, as hostesses usually earn points
towards free merchandise or deep
discounts on the product.

Mrs. Steinberg added, “What
woman doesn't love jewelry? What
woman doesn’t like to party and try
onjewelry?What woman doesn'tlike
to earn free jewelry while partying
with her friends? It was a no-brainer
all around.”

Dependingonsales, prizesfor sales
representatives can also be impres-
sive. For MaddlineGerrisof Westfield,
who sells high-end baskets for the
Longaberger company, the lure of a
Carribean Cruise was too irresistible
to pass up.

Mrs. Gerris told The Leader and
The Times, “Since Longaberger has
no sales quotas for consultants, my
initial motivation to become a con-
sultant was to get a discount on a
product that | loved. | then began to
see the potential in it as a business,
and later found out you can earn atrip
a the branch leader level. | wanted
that trip, and earned my first one (a
cruise) last year. That will be a defi-
nite goal from now on.”

Anditseemssomepeoplejust can’t
get enough of a good thing. Take
scrap booking for example. Now a
multi-billion dollar industry, it isone
of the fastest growing hobbiesin the
United States.

Marianne Jennings of
Mountainside, an avid scrapbooker
herself and now a consultant for Cre-
ative Memories, one of the major
suppliers in the industry, noted, “I
also wanted to be my own customer,
andthat wasthereal reason| started.”

A former customer of Carolyn
Williams, also a Creative Memories
consultant, Mrs. Jennings noted, “I
was spending so much money that |
couldjust supply myself every month.
The only problem was that | should
have started three years before| did.”

Mrs. Jennings was a regular at-
tendee at Mrs. Williams' monthly
scrap booking workshops that were
held at the borough hall in
Mountainside for several years.

Mrs. Williams, who recently had a
changein venueto amore convenient
location (her newly renovated base-
ment) remarked, “Working from my
own home means | no longer have to
pack up my expansve inventory of
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HOME COOKING...Sherri Bolkham dishesup afineserving of Pampered Chef
cookware and kitchen gadgets at a recent gathering of home-based business
consultants.

house, where everything is set up,
laid out and all ready to go.”

But there are times when it just
makes sense to leave home to con-
duct other home-based business.
Sherri  Bolkham, also of
Mountainside, isaconsultant for Pam-
pered Chef, the maker of an array of
kitchen tools and cookware.

Mrs. Bolkham noted, “At the time
| started my Pampered Chef business,
| had just had my second child and
going alittle stir crazy being a stay-
at-home mom. So this gave me an
opportunity to have something that
was just mine, and | got a night out
once or twice aweek.”

Because most home-based busi-
nesses have web-based interfaces,
invitationsand tracking orderscan be
done online at any time day or night,
and support isjust aclick of amouse
away. Mrs. Steinberg remarked,
“Spilada’s support infrastructure is
soremarkable; | never feel I’'mdoing
this business without a team behind
me. I’'mvery self-reliant, butit’ sgood
to know there are folks to help you
succeed.”

And start-up costs? Nomind, for
Pampered Chef, at |east. Mrs. Bolkham
told the newspaper, “ Starting a Pam-
pered Chef businessis pretty inexpen-
sive. You can buy the starter kit for less
than $100 — a bargain, considering it
containsabout $350 worth of products
that are yours to keep.

“You canalso get thekit for aslittle
as $50 by hosting acooking show and
using some of your show credit to-
ward the kit.” Because the selection
of kitchen gadgets and cookware is
sovoluminous, Mrs. Bolkhamdoesn't
maintain too large a stock of items,
and operates more like a mail order
business, which helps to keep costs
low.

But for Mrs. Jennings, the biggest
expense is her inventory of scrap-
books and supplies. She said, “I
wouldn’t do it any other way. People
like to get their items immediately.”

Mrs. Steinberg also added, “| opted
for the higher priced start-up kit, as|
wanted to have a nice portfolio of
jewelry to display. | created the port-
folio based on both my own personal
style and that of my daughters to
ensure we would show off the jew-
elry”

Some consultantsare so successful
that they’ve left traditional jobs and
have been able to replace their in-
come; for most representatives, it is
supplemental.

Mrs. Steinberg added, “In the near
future, | hope to take my businessto
the next level” Mrs. Bolkham and
Mrs. Gerris agreed. “I could see my-
salf making a full-timeliving selling
The Pampered Chef when my kids
are older and in school full time.

According to Mrs. Bolkham, “The
income can be whatever you want it
to be” Mrs. Gerris noted, “If | con-
centrated on doing a couple of home
shows a week, the potential to make
money would be excellent. The big-
gest disadvantage is being isolated
here at home. You don't have the
office politics, which is a plus, but
you also miss the socialization.

“The beauty of these businessesis
working around our persona lives”
Mrs. Steinberg added, “ If you believe
in your product, enjoy meeting new
people and ensure your home-based
business supports you at all levels,
you'll succeed.”

Guess that’s good news for those
interested in starting a new business
from home. And bad newsfor dining
room tables. Just be forewarned, this
isnotyour mother’ sTupperwareparty.

Deadline Approaches for
Playwrights Competition

CRANFORD —The Thester Project,
Union County College's Professiond
Thester Company, remindsall New Jer-
sey high school playwrights that the
deadlinefor submissionisapproaching.

The contest was made possible by a
donationfromLindenscreenwriterand
novelist Bill Mesce,
Jr. (“TheAdvocate” E
BantamBooks). The
Theater Project has
been called “the best
company in the state
forfinding off Broad-
way work and pre-
miering it for New
Jersey audiences’ by
Peter Filichiaof The
Sar Ledger.

“Theater gives
young people a
chance to think
about what kind of people they want
to be” Mr. Mesce said to the packed
house at the 2006 awards ceremony,
“and we don’'t give kids in the arts
nearly enough recognition or chances
to be heard”

“Artsand lettersare where the next
generation of critical thinkersis be-
ing developed,” said Theater Project
artistic director Mark Spina. “The-
ater is alanguage-driven intellectual
activity that stimulates us in ways
movies and TV do not.”

Thisisthefifth year of the compe-
tition.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO

Wish their students a
Very Happy New Year, and congratulate
them for producing Holiday CD's.

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

THE WINNERS ARE...Linden
novelist, playwright and screen-
writer Bill Mesce, Jr, with thewin-
ners and Honorable Mentions of
last year’s competition.

TheTheater Projectisalsothehome
of The Student Playwrights Associa-
tion, a support and peer feedback
group for high school writers. En-
trants to the competition need not be
members of the association.

The contest is open to New Jersey
students in grades 9
to 12. Scripts at any
stage of completion
are eligible. The
deaedline for submis-
sionisJanuary 31and
there is a $5 entry
fee.

Original work
only, noadaptations,
will only be ac-
cepted. All submis-
sionsmustbeat |east
10, but nomorethan
30 pages (excerpts
of longer work are acceptable).

Scriptsmust betypedin play format.
Only one entry per author is permitted
and al entrants must be New Jersey
residents in secondary school. Entries
must be post marked by January 31.
Mailed entries will be accepted at
THEATERPROJECT @aol.com. (En-
try fee mailed separately.)

All entries must include a self ad-
dressed, stamped envel ope, a50-word
biography of theauthor including con-
tact information and the $5 entrance
fee (check or money order, payableto
The Theater Project) and mailed to:
The Theater Project, Union County
College, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford NJ, 07016.

Winning scriptswill receive script-
in-hand performances where authors
will receive their prizes and certifi-
cates in March. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 659-5189

Frgt, second and third prizewinners
will receive $600, $400 and $200 U.S.
SavingsBonds. Thewinning scriptswill
be honored with script in hand perfor-
mancesduring Family Week a the The-
ater (in March), when professiond the-
atersin New Jersey offer free program-
ming for young people. The prizes will
be presented a that time. Honorable
mentions aso recelve a certificate.

For further information about the
contest, call Mr. Spinaat The Theater
Project at (908) 659-5189, or visit
TheTheaterProject.com.




