ug

OUR 121st YEAR - ISSUE NO. 22-2011

USPS 680020
Periodical — Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.

Thursday, June 2, 2011

Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890
www.goleader.com

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

State, Local Officials React to
Court Ruling for Abbott Districts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA —The New Jersey Supreme
Court, in a sharply divided 3-2 deci-
sion, ordered the state to fund an
additional $500 million to the state’s
32 poorest districts, defined as Abbott
Districts. The Christie administra-
tion slashed $800 million in educa-
tion funding in last year’s budget.
Some of the aid was restored in this
year’s spending plan, which is due
July 1.

Justice Jaynee LaVecchia, writing
for the majority of the court, said the
“state has failed to fully fund the
SFRA (School Funding Reform Act)
in Fiscal Year 2011 and the educa-
tion cuts in 2010 “have been
instructionally consequential and sig-
nificant.”

“The state seeks, through the legis-
lative power over appropriations to
diminish the Abbott pupils’ right to
funding required for their receipt of a
thorough and efficient education af-
ter representing to this court that it
would not do so in order to achieve a
release  from  the  parity
requirement...The state may not use
the appropriations power as a shield
from its responsibilities.”

Justice Roberto Rivera-Soto, who
gave the dissenting opinion, said Jus-
tice LaVecchia’s “remedy [to fully
fund] just the 32 former Abbott Dis-
tricts is not sufficient to meet consti-
tutional violations found by Judge
[Peter E] Doyne,” the Special Master
appointed by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court to conduct a remand

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

ANTICIPATION...Monday morning, the crowd at the Westfield Memorial Day
Parade listens to the opening cermonies held before the start of the parade.

Area Vets Honored; Vietnam
Mem. Groundbreaking Held

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield residents
flocked to the streets to watch the
annual Memorial Day Parade, com-
memorating the town’s veterans with
both old traditions and new ceremo-
nies.

Before the parade, Luke Gibbons,
ajunior at Westfield High School and
member of Boy Scout Troop No. 73,
presented his Eagle Scout Project to
honor the 11 Westfield soldiers who
sacrificed their lives in the Vietnam
War. He will supervise the construc-

tion of a memorial dedicated to these
men, which is currently represented
by American flags at the future site.

“I chose this project because every
year Pete Hogaboom, one of the scout
leaders, requested a memorial like
this,” Luke said. “Hopefully, the con-
struction will be done by Veteran’s
Day this year.”

Luke’s father, Keith Gibbons, re-
cently established the Westfield Vet-
erans Fund to help support the new
memorial. As president, he began to
fundraise through the Fund’s website

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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FALSE ALARM...Last Thursday, NJTransit reported that a passenger heard a
fellow rider making what he thought was a bomb threat. The train was stopped
in Cranford. A sweep of the train by the bomb squad revealed that the threat was
unfounded. During this time, the area and buildings around the Westfield Train
Station were evacuated for a period of 30 minutes.

underfunded the school aid formula
in the 2010-2011 budget.

“When, as here, there is grave doubt
concerning the propriety of a proce-
dural maneuver employed, it ill-be-
comes the Judiciary — the unelected
branch of government — to engage
in an unseemly power-grab under the
guise of unnecessary constitutional
adjudication. Far greater virtue lies
in allowing the political branches of
government — those directly elected
by the citizenry to give voice to their
views to engage in a Democratic dis-
course and seek solutions consonant
with their constitutional obligations,”
Justice Rivera-Soto stated in his dis-
senting opinion.

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) in a statement said,
“Using the state’s windfall, we should
provide additional funding for all in-
adequately funded districts across
New Jersey. This will render the
court’s decision a moot point.”

“Adequate funding and quality edu-
cation are not urban versus rural or
suburban issues. Education is a New
Jersey issue,” Mr. Sweeney said.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), whose district includes
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Clark,
told The Westfield Leader he believes
the court case involves more than
solely the Abbott Districts, noting
that a lot of education funding “helps
students with learning disabilities.”

“This issue is a lot bigger than a
half a billion dollars [to Abbott Dis-
tricts],” Mr. Green said.

He said the 2010-2011 school year
funding cuts impacted not just urban
districts, but suburban districts like
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and North
Plainfield, both of which are in his
district. Mr. Green said districts face
issues from language barriers for
some students to the high cost of
special-education programs.

Assembly Majority Leader Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union) said in a pre-
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA —TheRahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) manages and
maintains the facilities to handle sew-
erage treatment for 11 Union County
municipalities. The 11 towns include
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Westfield and Woodbridge, and
the governing body from each town
appoints one commissioner to the
RVSA. Each commissioner serves a
three-year term on the board, receives
a stipend of approximately $2,000
per year, and there are no term limits.

For 2011 the RVSA has approxi-
mately $23 million in anticipated rev-

‘Dems for Change’ Battle
Lawsuit From Opponents

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “This is a ‘David
and Goliath’ epic race,” Tony
Monteiro, running for the 20th Leg-
islative District Senate office, told
The Westfield Leader on Monday,
after he and his running mates under
the Democrats For Change (DFC)
committee banner appealed a law-
suit, filed by his Primary Election
opponents in the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict, Senator Raymond Lesniak, As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan and As-
semblywoman Annette Quijano, ac-
cusing DFC of falsely reporting cam-
paign funds to the New Jersey Elec-
tion Lawsuit Enforcement Commis-
sion (ELEC).

Last Saturday, weeks before the
June 7 Primary Election, state Supe-
rior Court Judge William Wertheimer
ordered the DFC, a joint candidate
committee running candidates in New
Jersey’s 20th Legislative District
Democratic Primary, to temporarily
cease using and accepting any fur-
ther campaign funds until it can pro-
vide ELEC an account of its expendi-
tures. Senator Lesniak, Assembly-
man Cryan and Assemblywoman
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Quijano filed two lawsuits against
the DFC, and a third against For the
People of Union County and Paul
Perreira that restrains The Union
County Reporterfrom publishing and
distributing and incurring any further
expenses. Senator Lesniak told The
Leader that the Union County Re-
porter “has been passing himself off
for a newspaper but is a political
action committee.”

Mr. Monteiro, (one of the two Dis-
trict 20 DFC’s Assembly candidates)
told The Leader, “On Friday, a major-
ity of the lawsuit was overturned,
with the exception that partial funds
were frozen from the gala dinner.” He
said after Monday’s appellate court
hearing that he expects that order to
be overturned as well.

“They assigned it to Judge Karen
Cassidy [Union County assignment
judge] and she kicked it out. It was in
violation of First Amendment rights.
It is a perfect tactic in stopping mo-
mentum. They saw that and tried to
stop it,” Mr. Monteiro said.

On Monday morning, the case was
heard in the Appellate Court and there
is a scheduled court date tomorrow,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

enue, with almost all the funds com-
ing from service charges to its mem-
ber municipalities. The 2011 budget
totals the same $23 million in rev-
enue. For 2011 the RVSA’s expenses
include $3.2 million in salaries and
wages, $1,344,150 in “fringe ben-
efits,” $5.3 million in “other ex-
penses,” $9,836,150 for providing
services, and a debt service payment
of $9,744,400. RVSA’s total debt as
of December 31, 2010 was
$203,542,316.

In March of this year the RVSA’s
attorney, Julie Donohue of Weiner
Lesniak, filed a Demand for Arbitra-
tion where the RVSA is seeking to
recover “$36 million, plus interest
and costs of arbitration” in reimburse-
ments for the construction of a co-
generation facility which, according
to the RVSA, cost $23,657,344. In
addition to attorneys’ fees, the RVSA
has also spent $2,332,857 on a foren-
sic accountant in order to uncover all
of the cost overruns with the cogen
facility.

The cogen facility was originally
to be constructed at a cost of $10.4
million under the original proposal
by Paulus Sokolowski and Sartor
L.L.C. (PS&S).

The cogen facility project, which
began in 2000, was supposed to burn
methane gas created from the digest-
ing of sludge to help power the facil-
ity and to dry and burn sludge as a
cost savings versus hauling and dis-
posing of the sludge created at the
sewerage facility.

The arbitration is being brought
against Amin Engineering P.C.,
PS&S, Consolidated Construction
Management Services, Inc. (CCMS),
Keyspan Corporation, National Grid
Services, Inc., Caterpillar Inc., Foley
Power Systems, Komline-Sanderson
Engineering Corp., Laguarda Bianchi
and Associates, Inc., Hatch Mott
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HEROES...Veterans cruise the parade route atop a float encased in flags during the Westfield Memorial Day Parade held

Monday. The veterans made their way to Fairview Cemetery on East Broad Street, where closing cermonies were held.

RVSA Seeks to Recover $36 M
For Construction of Co-Gen

MacDonald I & E, Inc. (HMM),
Mactec Federal Programs, Inc., J.H.
Reid General Contractor, Inc., and
Aecom USA, Inc., all of whom took
part in the construction of, or pro-
vided services to, the cogen facility.

“Had PS&S/Keyspan presented
truthful, accurate and reasonable eco-
nomic analysis, the facility would
never have been built. The RVSA
would have simply upgraded its old
gas blower engines and incurred a
relatively small cost to install two
backup diesel generators,” the arbi-
tration alleges.

The allegations laid out in the 89-
page arbitration demand include that:

Caterpillar Engines that were in-
stalled to be used as a back-up could
not be started without any utility
power and even after they could be
started, it would take 40 minutes for
them to be capable of running at full
capacity; on at least four different
occasions the Caterpillar Engines ex-
perienced explosions causing dam-
age to the engines and the facility; the
sludge dryer is not dust free as was
called for in the specifications which
results in an added cost of dedusting
to the RVSA.

In addition, the facility was con-
structed for a capacity larger than the
RVSA couldeverhave use for; PS&S/
Keyspan changed the cost estimate
for the facility without providing de-
tailed justification; None of the indi-
viduals on HMM’s Value Engineer-
ing team, who were supposed to evalu-
ate the design and recommend cost
savings, had any prior experience with
cogen facilities; PS&S/Keyspan and
the general contractor, Reid, both re-
fused to take responsibility for the
design of the system and denied con-
tractual obligation for redesign.

During construction of the facility
in 2004 the RVSA also entered into a
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School Funding

pared statement that, “This order
makes clear that this governor has failed
New Jersey’s most at-risk school chil-
dren with the very same budget poli-
cies that delivered the highest prop-
erty-tax increase in four years to New
Jersey taxpayers.”

“Basically, this governor’s philoso-
phy of above all protecting the rich has
now been soundly rejected,” Mr. Cryan
said. “The governor may not want to
take up his responsibility to govern, but
the Assembly stands ready to lead and
provide a plan that not only protects at-
risk children, but helps property tax-
payers beleaguered by the governor’s
tax increases.”

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21, Summit), who represents Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside, and Westfield
inthe state Legislature, told The Leader,
“The court’s decision demonstrates
their belief that ever increasing funds
are the answer to our educational chal-
lenges and will solve our problems.
Billions of dollars have been spent in
the Abbott Districts, with no measur-
able improvement in student perfor-
mance.”

“Reforming all aspects of our educa-
tion system, including the level of fund-
ing for school districts, is the responsi-
bility of the Legislature, not the courts,”
Asw. Munoz said.

State Senator Michael Doherty (R-
23, Hunterdon), a member of the Sen-
ate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee, has filed a school funding pro-
posal and a constitutional amendment
to remove the court from decisions on
how schools are funded. “Because the
court has overstepped its clearly de-
fined constitutional authority and as-
sumed the duties of the Legislature and
the executive branch, I have no choice
but to make an effort to amend the
constitution to remove the court from
school-funding decisions.”

Westfield Board of Education
President Julia Walker told The
Leader, “It is so unfair that suburban
districts are supporting schools
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through property taxes and tax re-
funds are not being returned. Income
taxes were designed to be a property-
tax relief mechanism. It is simply not
working.”

“Suburban districts are being taxed
twice through property taxes and in-
come taxes,” she continued.

When asked if she thought giving
more funds to the Abbott Districts
would prove beneficial, she said, “No
one really knows the answer to that.
Governor Christie has already said
the results [regarding improved stu-
dent achievement] are not good.”

Westfield is a member of the Gar-
den State Coalition, comprised of
100 suburban districts. When asked
if the court order would be discussed
at an upcoming Westfield Board of
Education meeting, Mrs. Walker
stated, “I am not sure if it will come
up at a Westfield board table, but I am
certain the Garden State Coalition
will be bringing it up.”

BOE member Mitch Slater said,
“Once again punishing the middle
class takes center stage in this ruling.
This has been going on for the last 25
years and you have to begin to wonder
if any of the (New Jersey) Supreme
Court judges actually took the time to
look at numbers and results. Taxpay-
ers in Westfield sent over $75 million
to Trenton and got back just over $1
million for our kids. Maybe the founder
of Twitter will come to our rescue.”

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan added that, “Funding
continues to be a major issue of con-
cern for districts like Westfield.”

“We spend less than the state aver-
age in per pupil expenditures and our
students’ test scores are well above
the state average. Yet the return on
this performance equates to just over
1 percent of our budget in terms of
funding we receive from the state.
While Westfield residents send $75
million in annual income tax to Tren-
ton, state aid amounts to less than
$1.3 million.”

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
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PLACE LIKE

If you're buying a new ride or
customizing one, | can help you save
money insuring it. To make sure you're
fully protected, Allstate automatically
gives you $1000 of coverage for
aftermarket items. Call me today.

Alistate.

You're in good hands.

Auto Home Life Retirement

Insurance is subject to qualifications, conditions and availability. Discount is subject to
qualifications and availability and amount may be lower. Allstate New Jersey Property &
Casualty Insurance Company, Bridgewater, NJ © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Vietnam Memorial Project

Westfield VeteransFund.com
Keith Gibbons: Westfield VeteransFund @ gmail.com

Included in the Westfield Memorial Day Parade festivities, veterans are
remembered in a tribute at Fairview Cemetery. A groundbreaking ceremony
is held at the future site of the Vietnam Memorial at the circle on Broad Street
and North Avenue. Residents line East Broad Street to enjoy the parade.
Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader.

Democrat Incambents Face
Challenges in Union County, LD-20

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Although most of the 21
towns in Union County have uncon-
tested races in this Tuesday’s Pri-
mary Election, there are contested
Democratic Party Primary races for
county freeholder, Roselle mayor and
in the 20th legislative district.

The freeholder race pits incum-
bents Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and
Chris Hudak of Linden and their run-
ning mate, Vernell Wright of Union,
on a line endorsed by the Union
County Democratic Committee,
against Democrats For Change can-
didates Marlene Abitanto, Erna
Letemps and Elcy Castillo-Ospina,
all of Elizabeth.

A former manager of the now
closed Elizabeth Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices agency, Mr. Estrada is serving
his fourth term as a freeholder, hav-
ing been elected in 1999. He emi-
grated to the United States 49 years
ago from Cuba.

Mr. Hudak joined the board in
December after being selected by
the Democratic Committee to fill
the vacancy left by the resignation
of Rick Proctor, the newly elected
mayor of Rahway. Ms. Wright is a
former principal in Union Township
and is an adjunct supervisor at Kean
University.

Mrs. Castillo-Ospina is a member
of the Elizabeth Board of Education.
Another member of the BOE, John
Donoso, is running for freeholder as
a Republican.

Elected to her first BOE term in
2009, Mrs. Castillo-Ospina is of Co-
lombian heritage and has resided in
Elizabeth for over 30 years. She holds
a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish Lan-
guage and Literature and is pursuing a
Master of Arts in Special/Bilingual
Education. Ms. Abitanto ran for Eliza-
beth City Council lastyear. Ms. Letemps
is vice-principal of Dr. Antonia Pantoja
School 27 in Elizabeth.

Another contested race is in the
20th Legislative District, where long-
time Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth) faces Elizabeth Assistant
Superintendent of Schools Jerome
Dunn. Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
(D-20, Union) and Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth)
are challenged by Elizabeth Council-
man Carlos Cedeno and former Eliza-
beth councilman Tony Monteiro.

Other races of interest include a
three-way mayoral battle in Roselle
pitting incumbent Garrett Smith
against Council President Jamal
Holley and independent Joseph
O’Halloran. In Berkeley Heights,
Republican incumbent Councilman

Robert Woodruff and his running
mate, Jeanne Kingsley, are being chal-
lenged by Carol Mayula. There are
also contested council Primaries in
Linden and Plainfield. There are no
municipal elections in Hillside,
Scotch Plains or Rahway this year.

Locally, there are uncontested Pri-
maries in Westfield, Fanwood,
Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside. Running for reelec-
tion to the Westfield Town Council
are GOP incumbents, Frank Arena in
the first ward, JoAnn Neylan in the
second ward, Mark Ciarrocca in the
third ward and Jim Foerst in the fourth
ward. Democrats are Timothy Van
Epp in the first ward; Matthew Sontz
in the third ward, and Gregory Romer
in the fourth ward. There is no Demo-
cratic candidate in the Second Ward.

In Fanwood, two-term Democratic
incumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr is
joined on the party’s ticket by first-
term incumbent Russell Huegel and
Kevin Boris, an unsuccessful council
candidate in 2010. Fanwood GOP
Chairman Joseph Britt, the GOP
mayoral contender, is joined by Ja-
son Benedict, who ran for council
last year, and Nicole Cole, a candi-
date for Union County freeholder in
20009.

In Garwood, incumbent Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli is joined on
the Democratic ticket by Sara
Todisco. Republican council candi-
dates are Carol Kearney and Steven
Blaufeder. In Mountainside, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli is joined on the party’s
ticket by Councilman Keith Turner
and Councilwoman Deanna Andre.

Cranford Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach is seeking reelection to
his township committee seat on the
Democratic ticket along with council
candidate Thomas Hannen, Jr. GOP
candidates are Andis Kalnis and Lisa
Adubato Nesi.

State legislative races will head up
election ballots this year. In District
21 (Westfield, Cranford, Garwood
and Mountainside), Senator Tom
Kean Jr. of Westfield is joined on the
GOP ticket by Assembly incumbents
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and Nancy
Munoz of Summit. Democrats are
Senate candidate Paul Swanicke of
‘Warren and Assembly hopefuls Bruce
Bergen of Springfield and Norman
Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, Democratic Senator
Nick Scutari of Linden is joined by
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Scotch Plains and Assemblyman Jerry
Green of Plainfield; Republicans are
Assembly candidates Joan Van Pelt
of Plainfield and Middlesex Borough
Councilman Jeff First.

RVSA

contract with Elizabethtown Gas
Company for the installation of a new
high pressure main at a cost of
$200,000. In addition to the price of
the contract forinstallation, the RVSA
agreed to a use a minimum amount of
natural gas each year, or pay the dif-
ference, which according to the arbi-
tration, cost $564,300 for gas it was
unable to use.

The current RVSA board consists
of Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield,
founder and president of a wood-
working business and a graduate of
the University of Rochester and a
board member since 2010; Allen
Chin of Westfield, who has served on
the board since 1985, is a former
mayor, a professional engineer and
president of George G. Sharp, Inc.;
Rene Dierkes of Mountainside, ap-
pointed in 2009, is a graduate of
Seton Hall University and works as a
financial advisor with Smith Barney.

Also on the board are Richard
LoForte of Kenilworth, a retired
manufacturing supervisor from
Engelhard Corp. and a former coun-
cilman, who was appointed to the
board in 2008; Garwood’s represen-
tative Stephen Greet, appointed to
the board in 2009, is a member of the
Garwood Planning Board and has
been employed by the United States
Postal Service for over 37 years, and
Woodbridge Councilman Robert
Luban, who has been on the board
since 1996 and is retired from AT&T,
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CoGen

where he worked in auditing, mar-
keting and data processing.

Current Board Chairman Frank
Mazzarella, a Clark councilman ap-
pointed to the RVSA in 1992, is re-
tired from the position of director of
public works for the City of Rahway
and previously worked as the direc-
tor of the Bridgewater Township
sewer utility; James Murphy of
Cranford, appointed to the board in
2001, is a graduate of the University
of Florida and is employed as the
comptroller for the law firm of Mor-
gan, Melhuish and Abrutyn; the
Scotch Plains representative, Robert
Lacosta, appointed earlier this year,
is a township employee overseeing
the engineering, health, zoning and
planning departments.

Paul Sefranka of Rahway was ap-
pointed to the board in 2008 and
works as a marketing manager for
Prysmian Power Cable and Systems
USA, LLC — High Voltage Cables
and Submarine Systems Group, and
Attilio “Sonny” Venturo of Roselle
Park, who was on the RVSA board
from 1980 to 1995, was reappointed
in 2001 and is president of N. Venturo
and Sons.

Weiner Lesniak became the
authority’s general counsel in March
2004. Its legal fees for this lawsuit to
date are $990,189, RVSA office ad-
ministrator Joanne Grimes said in
response to an OPRA request by The
Leader.

Memorial Day Parade

to sponsor the new memorial, as
well as support maintenance for other
memorials. Mr. Gibbons said that
they want to eventually respond to
veterans’ needs. See
WestfieldVeteransFund.com for
more information.

“The memorial will resemble the
similar memorial already standing in
Washington, D.C.,” Mr. Gibbons said.
“It will be black granite slates built
into the hillside that will have all 11
names engraved into the walls.”

Along with the Gibbonses, two of
the veterans’ sisters, Virginia
Jakubowski and Deborah Cavanagh,
performed the ground breaking of the
memorial during the pre-parade cer-
emony. Both of their brothers served
as first lieutenants in the Army and
Marines, respectively.

“Many of the young men who died
spent their childhoods here and left a
lot of people touched, so this com-
memoration is definitely of great im-
portance,” Ms. Cavanagh said.

“Since I have moved here in 1997
and been mayor for the last six years,
I have been attending this parade,’
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said. “When
you think of Memorial Day, you think
of those who have died but also their
family members, so I think this Viet-
nam memorial will definitely be very
special to the town.”

Mr. Hogaboom conducted the open-
ing ceremony, where he introduced the
grand marshal of the parade, BobFarley,
a Vietnam veteran and member of the
American Legion. He also acknowl-
edged the ground breaking, as well as a
short speech by the mayor, and Kerry
Stubbs sang “God Bless America.”

The floats represented many local
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clubs and organizations that tradition-
ally participate in the annual parade.
These town staples included the
Westfield Hockey Club, Westfield
Community Band, Vietnam Veterans
of America, Westfield High School
Band and Color Guard, Lions Club,
Sons and Daughters of the American
Revolution, Girl Scout and Boy Scout
troops and the Westfield Department
of Public Works.

“I came here with three families and
we never miss the parade,” said Sue
Hess, a Westfield resident. “Many
people in my family have served in the
military. Both of my fathers served in
Vietnam and my grandfather and
grandmother in World War II, so we
came here to also honor them.”

Karen Mohr, another Westfield resi-
dent, also attended with the three fami-
lies. She came to support the people
who have served and honor them,
while spending time with friends and
family in downtown Westfield.

Other towns were represented in the
parade, including the Mountainside
Girl Scout Daisies, Troops 40815 and
40499.

“Thisis the second year Mountainside
Girl Scouts have marched in this pa-
rade,” said Michelle Monaghan, scout
leader. “It was very exciting with the
wonderful speeches, and we were here
to honor the troops from the past and
present including, one of the girl’s father
who served in the army.”

The parade ended at Fairview Cem-
etery, where the Westfield High School
band performed on Revolutionary Hill.
Band members played a sequence of
patriotic songs, while the grand mar-
shal and others honored more soldiers
by placing flowers on the graves.

DEM Lawsuit

Friday, June 3. Mr. Monteiro said he
doubts the case will move to then,
saying he expects it to end at the
Appellate level.

“I’'m happy with them not being
allowed to spend any money,” Sena-
tor Lesniak said on Friday. “When
you send out four color glossy mail-
ers and try to tell the public you only
raised $115 — that is a vote for fraud.”

As of May 25, the DFC has
amended its 29-day pre-election re-
port filing, which now states that the
committee received $17,200 of in-
kind contributions in addition to its
previously filed $175 of monetary
contributions of $300 or less. “Vic-
tory 2011 had paid for some of the
mailers,” Mr. Monteiro said.

He said the DFC has raised some
$50,000in2011 and hasincurred “sev-
eral thousand dollars in expenditures.”

“They raised money through the
intimidation of school board employ-
ees. They used unethical actions
against the school board, including
[Superintendent of Schools] Munoz,
the whole board, and key employees
— the school ethics board does not
allow that,” Senator Lesniak said.

“They ignored the campaigning
laws and school ethics laws,” Senator
Lesniak told The Leader.

In response, Mr. Monteiro said,
“That is not true. That is all accusa-
tions and untrue. And will be proven to
be. The burden of proof is on them.”

Former Elizabeth Board of Edu-
cation member Rafael Fajardo held
a gala fundraiser May 21, with tick-
ets selling at $1,000 each, to be used
for the LD-20 race. In one of the
filed lawsuits, the state Superior
Court has temporarily ordered pro-
ceeds frozen from the gala fundraiser
honoring Mr. Munoz, and “compel-
ling defendants to disgorge any con-
tributions received in violation of
law and to pay the monies received
from the gala dinner back to the
contributors.” Printed at the bottom
of the invitation, it states that “all
proceeds benefit the Democrats for
Change 20th and will not be used for
Elizabeth Board of Education pur-
poses.”  According to a
politickernj.com report, the gala
raised $150,000 for DFC.

Stated in one of the lawsuits, the
plaintiffs assert that Victory 2011,
Continue the Progress and DFC each
have the same address, the address of
Mr. Monteiro’s travel agency, the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

same treasurer, Joseph Padlo, and list
the same bank, Sovereign Bank. The
plaintiffs also assert that “the defen-
dants have raised and spent monies
under the guise of a joint candidates
committee and have repeatedly re-
ported false information to ELEC...
Defendants have sent mailers calling
for the support of Jerome Dunn (LD-
20 state Senate candidate), Tony
Monteiro and Carlos Cedena (LD-20
Assembly candidate) and calling for
the defeat of plaintiffs. Defendants’
communications bearing false politi-
cal identification statements and de-
fendants’ filing of false reports are an
obvious attempt to cloud the source
of contributions and to sidetrack their
obligations under the act. Defendants’
actions are an obvious attempt to
affect the outcome of the election.”
“We will be referring the matter to
the school ethics board for a determi-
nation of ethical violations. Last time
they did this was eight years ago. Bob
Jaspan, the purchasing agent, and the
board president (at the time) were
suspended for two months in honor-
ing the superintendent for campaign
[reasons]. They have been repri-
manded before,” Senator Lesniak said.

Scotch Plains Officers

Assist Delivery of Baby

SCOTCH PLAINS — On May 24
at 10:17 p.m., Officer Jason Fiore of
the Scotch Plains Police Department
was on routine patrol when he was
flagged down by a resident on the
2000 block of Westfield Avenue.

The resident stated that his wife was
in labor and was about to give birth.
Off. Fiore radioed headquarters to dis-
patch the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
to the scene and requestedthe assis-
tance of additional officers. Officer
Brian Cheney arrived immediately
and, with the assistance of several
family members, delivered the baby
inside the residence.

Off. Cheney, a former medic, was
able to stabilize the mother and new-
born child. The baby was born at
approximately 10:33 p.m. without
any complications.

The rescue squad transported
mother and child to Overlook Hospi-
tal for further care. Police Chief Brian
Mahoney stated that all police offic-
ers receive first aid training as first
responders and this is the eighth time
Off. Cheney has delivered a baby.
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State, Local Officials React to
Court Ruling for Abbott Districts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA —The New Jersey Supreme
Court, in a sharply divided 3-2 deci-
sion, has ordered the state to fund an
additional $500 million to the state’s
32 poorest districts, defined as Abbott
Districts. The Christie administra-
tion slashed $800 million in educa-
tion funding in last year’s budget.
Some of the aid was restored in this
year’s spending plan, which is due
July 1.

Justice Jaynee LaVecchia, writing
for the majority of the court, said the
“state has failed to fully fund the
SFRA (School Funding Reform Act)

in Fiscal Year 2011 and the educa-
tion cuts in 2010 “have been
instructionally consequential and sig-
nificant.”

“The state seeks, through the legis-
lative power over appropriations, to
diminish the Abbott pupils’ right to
funding required for their receipt of a
thorough and efficient education af-
ter representing to this court that it
would not do so in order to achieve a
release  from  the  parity
requirement...The state may not use
the appropriations power as a shield
from its responsibilities.”

Justice Roberto Rivera-Soto, who
gave the dissenting opinion, said Jus-

TWIRLING DIRVISH...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Color Guard
entertain the crowd with their expert flag twirling abilities at the annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade held Monday.

Hundreds Line Streets for
Annual SP-F Parade

By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Hundreds of spectators lined Park
Avenue Monday for the annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Pa-
rade, which was preceded by wreath-
laying ceremonies in the two com-
munities.

This year’s parade featured “The
70th Anniversary of the Start of World
War II” as its theme. The four grand
marshals chosen by the American
Legion for the event— Robert “Red”
Taylor, Frank A. Russo, Alex DiPace,
and George Reider — all served in
that conflict and are now residents of
Scotch Plains or Westfield.

Mr. Taylor said he derived a sense
of pride simply from having been
asked to serve as one of the parade’s
grand marshals.

Other veterans of the Second World
Warliving in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield were named and ap-
plauded just before the presentation
of the wreaths in an opening cer-
emony. When World War II veterans
drove down Park Avenue in the pa-
rade shortly thereafter, veterans of
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Af-
ghanistan and Iraq followed in their
own cars close behind.

George Becker, a Korean War vet-
eran who took part in the parade, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“I like parades, and as an ex-service-

man, [ like this one even more. I'm
glad to be a citizen in the greatest
country in the world.”

The parade led off with a bagpipe
player, a car carrying the four grand
marshals, and anumber of cars driven
by other veterans. Also featured were
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School color guard, marching band
and cheerleaders. Amongst the groups
that made an appearance were the
two towns’ Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts
and Daisy Scouts; the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association;
Scotch Plains Softball; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Lacrosse; the Scotch Plains
Modern Academy of Fine Arts; the
Marie Moore School of Irish Dance;
the Fanwood Lions; the Metropoli-
tan Festival Band; the Fanwood Re-
publican Club; the Fanwood Demo-
crat Club; the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood; and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

The Scotch Plains ceremony took
place at the Veterans Monument at
the intersection of Park and Front
Street and included the presentation
of the wreaths, a gun salute, the high
school marching band’s rendition of
“The Star-Spangled Banner” and the
school’s chamber choir singing
“America the Brave” and “God Bless
America,” abenediction, and a speech
by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Over the past several years, said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

tice LaVecchia’s “remedy [to fully
fund] just the 32 former Abbott Dis-
tricts is not sufficient to meet consti-
tutional violations found by Judge
[Peter E.] Doyne,” the Special Mas-
ter appointed by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court to conduct a remand
hearing on whether the state
underfunded the school aid formula
in the 2010-2011 budget. “When, as
here, there is grave doubt concerning
the propriety of a procedural maneu-
ver employed, it ill-becomes the Ju-
diciary — the unelected branch of
government — to engage in an un-
seemly power-grab under the guise
of unnecessary constitutional adju-
dication. Far greater virtue lies in
allowing the political branches of
government — those directly elected
by the citizenry to give voice to their
views to engage in a Democratic dis-
course and seek solutions consonant
with their constitutional obligations.”
Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) in a statement said,
“Using the state’s windfall, we should
provide additional funding for all in-
adequately funded districts across
New Jersey. This will render the
court’s decision a moot point.”
“Adequate funding and quality edu-
cation are not urban versus rural or
suburban issues. Education is a New
Jersey issue,” Mr. Sweeney said.
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), whose district includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and Clark,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he believes the court case in-
volves more than solely the Abbott
Districts, noting that a lot of educa-
tion funding “helps students with
learning disabilities.”
“This issue is a lot bigger than a
half a billion dollars [to Abbott Dis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Jason Fiore

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) manages and
maintains the facilities to handle sew-
erage treatment for 11 Union County
municipalities. The 11 towns include
Clark, Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Rahway, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Westfield,
and Woodbridge and the governing

Brian Cheney

Scotch Plains Police Officers Fiore and
Cheney Assist in Delivery of Baby

SCOTCH PLAINS — On May 24,
at approximately 10:17 p.m., Officer
Jason Fiore, of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department was on routine pa-
trol when he was flagged down by a
resident on the 2000 block of
Westfield Avenue.

The resident stated that his wife was
in labor and was about to give birth.
Off. Fiore radioed headquarters to dis-
patch the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
to the scene and requested the assis-
tance of additional officers. Officer
Brian Cheney arrived immediately,
and with the assistance of several fam-

e

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade by Christina M. Hinke
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ily members, delivered the baby in-
side the residence.

Off. Cheney, a former medic, was
able to stabilize the mother and new-
born child. The baby was born at
approximately 10:33 p.m. without
any complications.

The rescue squad responded and
transported mother and child to Over-
look Hospital for further care. Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that all
police officers receive first aid train-
ing as first responders and this is the
eighth time Off. Cheney’s has deliv-
ered a baby in his career.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Time
LET THE FESTIVITIES BEGIN...Vin and Nick Losavio, owners of John’s Meat Market in Scotch Plains, share the duties
of Master of Ceremony at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

RVSA Seeks to Recover $36 M
For Construction of Co-Gen

body from each town appoints one
commissioner tothe RVSA. Each com-
missioner serves a three-year term on
the board, receives a stipend of ap-
proximately $2,000 per year and there
are no term limits.

For 2011 the RVSA has approxi-
mately $23 million in anticipated rev-
enue, with almost all the funds coming
from service charges to its member
municipalities. The 2011 budget totals
the same $23 million in revenue. For
2011theRVSA’sexpensesinclude $3.2
million in salaries and wages,
$1,344,150 in “fringe benefits,” $5.3
millionin “otherexpenses,” $9,836,150
for providing services, and a debt ser-
vice payment of $9,744,400. RVSA’s
total debt as of December 31,2010 was

$203,542,316.

In March of this year the RVSA’s
attorney, Julie Donohue of Weiner
Lesniak, filed a Demand for Arbitra-
tion where the RVSA is seeking to
recover “$36 million, plus interest and
costs of arbitration” in reimbursements
for the construction of a cogeneration
facility which, according to the RVSA,
cost $23,657,344. In addition to attor-
neys’ fees, the RVSA has also spent
$2,332,857 on a forensic accountant in
order to uncover all of the cost overruns
with the cogen facility.

The cogen facility was originally to
be constructed at a cost of $10.4 mil-
lion under the original proposal by
Paulus Sokolowski and Sartor L.L.C.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Municipal, Library
Budgets Clarifications Addressed

SCOTCH PLAINS— In order to
clear up any confusion in last week’s
story about the adoption of the Scotch
Plains municipal government, we offer
some clarifications. The total budget
amounts to $23.5 million. Of that total,
$1.4 million is earmarked for the town-
ship library. This year’s property tax
bills, under a mandate from the state,
will list the library as a separate line
item, meaning there will be a tax rate
listed for both the library, which will be
13.4-cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value, and for the municipal gov-
ernment, whichwillbe $1.431 per $100,
a decrease of 8.7-cents from 2010.

For the average assessed home in
Scotch Plains of $122,100, the munici-
pal tax decrease amounts to $106.23 —

or $1,747.25 vs. $1,853.23 last year.
For an average assessed home, the cost
for the library is $163.61.

AsTownship Manager Chris Marion
stated at the May 18 budget hearing,
the library line item on the tax bills is
“not a new charge, fee or tax.”

The total appropriations for 2011,
including the library, amounts to $23.5
million, which is 2.3 percent higher
than 2010. The total tax rate, including
the library, is $1.565, a 4.7-cent in-
crease from last year. For the average
assessed home, that equates to a total
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes of $57.39—or $1,910.87
vs. $1,853.48.

We regret any confusion created on
our part.
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Freezing of Gala Funds

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — “This is a ‘David and
Goliath’ epic race,” Tony Monteiro, run-
ning for the 20th Legislative District Senate
office, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Monday, after he and his running
mates under the Democrats For Change
(DFC) committee banner appealed a law-
suit, filed by his Primary Election oppo-
nents in the 20th Legislative District, Sena-
tor Raymond Lesniak, Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano, accusing DFC of falsely reporting
campaign funds to the New Jersey Election
Lawsuit Enforcement Commission
(ELEC).

Last Saturday, weeks before the June 7
Primary Election, state Superior Court Judge
William Wertheimer ordered the DFC, a
joint candidate committee running candi-
dates in New Jersey’s 20th Legislative Dis-
trict Democratic Primary, to temporarily
cease using and accepting any further cam-
paign funds until it can provide ELEC an
accountofitsexpenditures. Senator Lesniak,
Assemblyman Cryan and Assemblywoman
Quijano filed two lawsuits against the DFC,
and a third against For the People of Union
County and Paul Perreira that restrains The
Union County Reporter from publishing
and distributing and incurring any further
expenses. Senator Lesniak told The Times
that the Union County Reporter “has been
passing himself off for a newspaper but is a
political action committee.”

Mr. Monteiro, (one of the two District 20
DFC’s Assembly candidates) told The
Times, “On Friday, a majority of the law-
suit was overturned, with the exception that
partial funds were frozen from the gala
dinner.”

“They assignedittoJudge Karen Cassidy
[Union County assignment judge] and she
kicked it out. It was in violation of First
Amendment rights. It is a perfect tactic in
stopping momentum. They saw that and
tried to stop it,” Mr. Monteiro said.

On Monday morning, the case was heard
in the Appellate Court and there is a sched-
uled court date tomorrow, Friday, June 3.
Mr. Monteiro said he doubts the case will
move to then, saying he expects it to end at
the Appellate level.

“I’m happy with them not being allowed
to spend any money,” Senator Lesniak said
on Friday. “When you send out four color
glossy mailers and try to tell the public you
only raised $115 — that is a vote for fraud.”

As of May 25, the DFC has amended its
29-day pre-election report filing, which
now states that the committee received
$17,200 of in-kind contributions in addi-
tion toits previously filed $175 of monetary
contributions of $300 or less. “Victory 2011
had paid for some of the mailers,” Mr.
Monteiro said.

He said the DFC has raised some $50,000
in 2011 and has incurred “several thousand
dollars in expenditures.”

“They raised money through the intimi-
dation of school board employees. They
used unethical actions against the school
board, including [Superintendent of
Schools] Munoz, the whole board, and key
employees — the school ethics board does
not allow that,” Senator Lesniak said.

“They ignored the campaigning laws
and school ethics laws,” Senator Lesniak
told The Times.

In response, Mr. Monteiro said, “That is
not true. That is all accusations and untrue.
And will be proven to be. The burden of
proof is on them.”

Former Elizabeth Board of Education
member Rafael Fajardo held a gala
fundraiser May 21, with tickets selling at
$1,000 each, to be used for the LD-20 race.
In one of the filed lawsuits, the state Supe-
rior Court has temporarily ordered pro-
ceeds frozen from the gGala fundraiser
honoring Mr. Munoz, and “compelling de-
fendants to disgorge any contributions re-
ceived in violation of law and to pay the
monies received from the gala dinner back
to the contributors.” Printed at the bottom of
the invitation, it states that “all proceeds
benefit the Democrats for Change 20th and
will not be used for Elizabeth Board of
Education purposes.” According to a
politicker nj.com report, the gala raised
$150,000 for DFC.

Stated in one of the lawsuits, the plain-
tiffs assert that Victory 2011, Continue the
Progress and DFC each have the same
address, the address of Mr. Monteiro’s travel
agency, the same treasurer, Joseph Padlo,
and list the same bank, Sovereign Bank.
The plaintiffs also assert that “the defen-
dants have raised and spent monies under
the guise of a joint candidates committee
and have repeatedly reported false informa-
tionto ELEC... Defendants have sent mail-
ers calling for the support of Jerome Dunn
(LD-20 state Senate candidate), Tony
Monteiro and Carlos Cedena (LD-20 As-
sembly candidate) and calling for the defeat
of plaintiffs. Defendants’ communications
bearing false political identification state-
ments and defendants’ filing of false re-
ports are an obvious attempt to cloud the
source of contributions and to sidetrack
their obligations under the act. Defendants’
actions are an obvious attempt to affect the
outcome of the election.”

“We will be referring the matter to the
school ethics board for a determination of
ethical violations. Last time they did this
was eight years ago. Bob Jaspan, the pur-
chasing agent, and the board president (at
the time) were suspended for two months in
honoring the superintendent for campaign
[reasons]. They have been reprimanded
before,” Senator Lesniak said.
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Democrat Incambents Face
Challenges in Union County, LD-20

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Although most of the 21 towns
in Union County have uncontested races in
this Tuesday’s Primary Election, there are
contested Democratic Party Primary races
for county freeholder, Roselle mayor and in
the 20th legislative district.

The freeholder race pits incumbents
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak
of Linden and their running mate, Vernell
‘Wright of Union, on a line endorsed by the
Union County Democratic Committee,
against Democrats For Change candidates
Marlene Abitanto, Erna Letemps and Elcy
Castillo-Ospina, all of Elizabeth.

A former manager of the now closed
Elizabeth Motor Vehicle Services agency,
Mr. Estrada is serving his fourth term as a
freeholder, having been elected in 1999. He
emigrated to the United States 49 years ago
from Cuba.

Mr. Hudak joined the board in Decem-
ber after being selected by the Democratic
Committee to fill the vacancy left by the
resignation of Rick Proctor, the newly
elected mayor of Rahway. Ms. Wright is a
former principal in Union Township and is
an adjunct supervisor at Kean University.

Mrs. Castillo-Ospina is a member of the
Elizabeth Board of Education. Another
member of the BOE, John Donoso, is run-
ning for freeholder as a Republican.

Elected to her first BOE term in 2009,
Mrs. Castillo-Ospina is of Colombian heri-
tage and has resided in Elizabeth for over 30
years. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Spanish Language and Literature and is
pursuing a Master of Arts in Special/Bilin-
gual Education. Ms. Abitanto ran for Eliza-
beth City Council last year. Ms. Letemps is
vice-principal of Dr. Antonia Pantoja School
27 in Elizabeth.

Another contested race is in the 20th
Legislative District, where long-time Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) faces
Elizabeth Assistant Superintendent of
Schools Jerome Dunn. Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20, Union) and Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth)
are challenged by Elizabeth Councilman
Carlos Cedeno and former Elizabeth coun-
cilman Tony Monteiro.

Other races of interest include a three-
way mayoral battle in Roselle pitting in-
cumbent Garrett Smith against Council
President Jamal Holley and independent
Joseph O’Halloran. In Berkeley Heights,
Republican incumbent Councilman Rob-
ert Woodruff and his running mate, Jeanne

Kingsley, are being challenged by Carol
Mayula. There are also contested council
Primaries in Linden and Plainfield. There
arenomunicipal electionsin Hillside, Scotch
Plains or Rahway this year.

Locally, there are uncontested Primaries
in Westfield, Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood
and Mountainside. Running for reelection
to the Westfield Town Council are GOP
incumbents, Frank Arena in the first ward,
JoAnn Neylan in the second ward, Mark
Ciarrocca in the third ward and Jim Foerst
in the fourth ward. Democrats are Timothy
Van Eppin the first ward; Matthew Sontz in
the third ward, and Gregory Romer in the
fourth ward. There is no Democratic candi-
date in the Second Ward.

In Fanwood, two-term Democratic in-
cumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr is joined on
the party’s ticket by first-term incumbent
Russell Huegel and Kevin Boris, an unsuc-
cessful council candidate in 2010. Fanwood
GOP Chairman Joseph Britt, the GOP may-
oral contender, is joined by Jason Benedict,
who ran for council last year, and Nicole
Cole, a candidate for Union County free-
holder in 2009.

In Garwood, incumbent Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli is joined on the Demo-
cratic ticket by Sara Todisco. Republican
council candidates are Carol Kearney and
Steven Blaufeder. In Mountainside, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli is joined on the party’s
ticket by Councilman Keith Turner and
Councilwoman Deanna Andre.

Cranford Mayor Daniel Aschenbach is
seeking reelection to his township com-
mittee seat on the Democratic ticket along
with council candidate Thomas Hannen,
Jr. GOP candidates are Andis Kalnis and
Lisa Adubato Nesi.

State legislative races will head up
election ballots this year. In District 21
(Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside), Senator Tom Kean Jr. of
Westfield is joined on the GOP ticket by
Assembly incumbents Jon Bramnick of
Westfield and Nancy Munoz of Summit.
Democrats are Senate candidate Paul
Swanicke of Warren and Assembly hope-
fuls Bruce Bergen of Springfield and
Norman Albert of Cranford.

InDistrict 22, Democratic Senator Nick
Scutari of Linden is joined by Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Scotch Plains
and Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield; Republicans are Assembly
candidates Joan Van Pelt of Plainfield
and Middlesex Borough Councilman Jeff
First.
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RVSA CoGen

(PS&S).

The cogen facility project, which
began in 2000, was supposed to burn
methane gas created from the digest-
ing of sludge to help power the facility
and to dry and burn sludge as a cost
savings versus hauling and disposing
of the sludge created at the sewerage
facility.

The arbitration is being brought
against Amin Engineering P.C., PS&S,
Consolidated Construction Manage-
ment Services, Inc. (CCMS), Keyspan
Corporation, National Grid Services,
Inc., Caterpillar Inc., Foley Power Sys-
tems, Komline-Sanderson Engineer-
ing Corp., Laguarda Bianchi and As-
sociates, Inc., Hatch Mott MacDonald
I & E, Inc. (HMM), Mactec Federal
Programs, Inc.,J.H. Reid General Con-
tractor, Inc., and Aecom USA, Inc., all
of whom took part in the construction
of, or provided services to, the cogen
facility.

“Had PS&S/Keyspan presented
truthful, accurate and reasonable eco-
nomic analysis, the facility would never
have been built. The RVSA would
have simply upgradedits old gas blower
engines and incurred a relatively small
cost to install two backup diesel gen-
erators,” the arbitration alleges.

The allegations laid out in the 89-
page arbitration demand include that:

Caterpillar Engines that were in-
stalled to be used as a back-up could
not be started without any utility power
and even after they could be started, it
would take 40 minutes for them to be
capable of running at full capacity; on
at least four different occasions the
Caterpillar Engines experienced ex-
plosions causing damage to the en-
gines and the facility; the sludge dryer
is not dust free as was called for in the
specifications whichresultsinanadded
cost of dedusting to the RVSA.

In addition, the facility was con-
structed for a capacity larger than the
RVSA could ever have use for; PS&S/
Keyspan changed the cost estimate for
the facility without providing detailed
justification; None of the individuals
on HMM’s Value Engineering team,

Court Ruling for Abbott

tricts],” Mr. Green said.

He said the 2010-2011 school year
funding cuts impacted not just urban
districts, but suburban districts like
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and North
Plainfield, both of which are in his
district. Mr. Green said districts face
issues from language barriers for
some students to the high cost of
special education programs.

Assembly Majority Leader Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union) said in a pre-
pared statement that, “This order
makes clear that this governor has
failed New Jersey’s most at-risk
school children with the very same
budget policies that delivered the
highest property-tax increase in four
years to New Jersey taxpayers.”

“Basically, this governor’s philoso-
phy of above all protecting the rich has
now been soundly rejected,” Mr. Cryan
said. “The governor may not want to
take up his responsibility to govern,
but the Assembly stands ready to lead
and provide a plan that not only pro-
tects at-risk children, but helps prop-
erty taxpayers beleaguered by the
governor’s tax increases.”

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21, Summit), who represents
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
and Westfield in the state Legisla-
ture, told The Times, “The court’s
decision demonstrates their belief
that ever increasing funds are the
answer to our educational challenges
and will solve our problems. Bil-
lions of dollars have been spent in
the Abbott Districts, with no mea-
surable improvement in student per-
formance.”

“Reforming all aspects of our edu-
cation system, including the level of
funding for school districts, is the
responsibility of the Legislature, not
the courts,” Asw. Munoz said.

State Senator Michael Doherty
(R-23, Hunterdon), a member of
the Senate Budget and Appropria-

Districts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
tions Committee, has filed a school
funding proposal and a constitu-
tional amendment to remove the
court from decisions on how schools
are funded. “Because the court has
overstepped its clearly defined con-
stitutional authority and assumed
the duties of the Legislature and the
executive branch, I have no choice
but to make an effort to amend the
constitution to remove the court
from school-funding decisions.”

Westfield Board of Education
President Julia Walker told The
Times, “It is so unfair that suburban
districts are supporting schools
through property taxes and tax re-
funds are not being returned. In-
come taxes were designed to be a
property tax relief mechanism. It is
simply not working.”

“Suburban districts are being
taxed twice through property taxes
and income taxes,” she continued.

When asked if she thought giving
more funds to the Abbott Districts
would prove beneficial she said,
“No one really knows the answer to
that. Governor Christie has already
said the results [regarding improved
student achievement] are not good.”

Westfield is a member of the Gar-
den State Coalition, comprised of
100 suburban districts. When asked
if the court order would be dis-
cussed at an upcoming Westfield
Board of Education meeting, Mrs.
Walker stated, “I am not sure if it
will come up at a Westfield board
table, but I am certain the Garden
State Coalition will be bringing it
up.”

BOE member Mitch Slater said,
“Once again punishing the middle
class takes center stage in this rul-
ing. This has been going on for the
last 25 years and you have to begin
to wonder if any of the (New Jer-
sey) Supreme Court judges actu-
ally took the time to look at num-

bers and results. Taxpayers in
Westfield sent over $75 million to
Trenton and got back just over $1
million for our kids. Maybe the
founder of Twitter will come to our
rescue.”

Westfield Superintendent of
schools Margaret Dolan added that,
“Funding continues to be a major
issue of concern for districts like
Westfield.”

“We spend less than the state av-
erage in per pupil expenditures and
our students’ test scores are well
above the state average. Yet the re-
turn on this performance equates to
just over 1 percent of our budget in
terms of funding we receive from
the state. While Westfield residents
send $75 million in annual income
tax to Trenton, state aid amounts to
less than $1.3 million.”
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who were supposed to evaluate the
design and recommend cost savings,
had any prior experience with cogen
facilities; PS&S/Keyspan and the gen-
eral contractor, Reid, both refused to
take responsibility for the design of the
system and denied contractual obliga-
tion for redesign.

During construction of the facility in
2004 the RVSA also entered into a
contract with Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany for the installation of a new high
pressure main at a cost of $200,000. In
addition to the price of the contract for
installation, the RVSA agreed to a use
aminimum amount of natural gas each
year, or pay the difference, which ac-
cordingto the arbitration, cost $564,300
for gas it was unable to use.

The current RVSA board consists of
Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield,
founder and president of a woodwork-
ing business and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Rochester, and a board mem-
ber since 2010; Allen Chin of Westfield,
who has served on the board since
1985, is a former mayor and a profes-
sional engineerand president of George
G. Sharp, Inc.; Rene Dierkes of
Mountainside, appointed in 2009, is a
graduate of Seton Hall University and
works as a financial advisor with Smith
Barney.

Also on the board are Richard
LoForte of Kenilworth, a retired manu-
facturing supervisor from Engelhard
Corp. and a former councilman, who
was appointed to the board in 2008;
Garwood’s representative Stephen
Greet, appointed to the board in 2009,
is a member of the Garwood Planning
Board and has been employed by the
United States Postal Service for over
37 years, and Woodbridge Council-
man Robert Luban, who has been on
the board since 1996 and is retired from
AT&T, where he worked in auditing,
marketing and data processing.

Current Board Chairman Frank
Mazzarella, a Clark councilman ap-
pointed to the RVSA in 1992, is retired
from the position of director of public
works for the City of Rahway and
previously worked as the director of the
Bridgewater Township sewer utility;
James Murphy of Cranford, appointed
to the board in 2001, is a graduate of the
University of Florida and is employed
as the comptroller for the law firm of
Morgan, Melhuish and Abrutyn; the
Scotch Plains representative, Robert
Lacosta, appointed earlier this year, is
a township employee overseeing the
engineering, health, zoning and plan-
ning departments.

Paul Sefranka of Rahway was ap-
pointed to the board in 2008 and works
as a marketing manager for Prysmian
Power Cable and Systems USA, LLC —
High Voltage Cables and Submarine
Systems Group and Attilio “Sonny”
Venturo of Roselle Park, who was on the
RVSA board from 1980 to 1995, was
reappointed in 2001 and is president of
N. Venturo and Sons.

Weiner Lesniak became the
authority’s general counsel in March
2004. Its legal fees for this lawsuit to
date are $990,189, RVSA office admin-
istrator Joanne Grimes said in response
to an OPRA request by The Times.

Memorial Day Parade

Mayor Mahr, more and more Ameri-
cans were flocking to barbecues, pool
parties and trips to the beach rather
than any events commemorating the
meaning of the occasion as it was
originally intended. She said she, thus,
appreciated this particular parade ev-
ery year because it showed some true
commitment on behalf of a sizable
portion of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community to honoring deceased
American military personnel from
all wars past and present.

A Scotch Plains resident, Gail
larrapino, concurred withMayor Mahr’s
remarks and stated that, although Me-
morial Day aims “‘to remember all those
who gave their lives for our freedom, it
gets lost in all the pool openings and
barbecues. It’s a shame.”

Nonetheless, it has been tradition
for some to attend the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade ev-
ery year. Al and Ruth Rainville of
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Yardley, Pa., estimated that they have
been in attendance at the parade for
15 years now because their daughter
lives along the parade route on Park
Avenue. Although the two said they
normally sit on the edge of the side-
walk, they moved into the comfort of
aminivan trunk this year to watch the
parade go down the street.

“We like the shade so we take in
tailgating,” Mr. Rainville s