
OUR 126th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 01-2016 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, January 7, 2016USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 12
Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 14
Sports ............ 9-13
Real Estate .... 9-16
Classifieds ..... 14
A&E .............. 15-16

 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield-West | 600 North Avenue West, Westfield | 908-233-0065 | www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/westfieldwest

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You Every Step of the Way.

Westfield is ‘Very Strong and
Thriving’ Mayor Says

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky’s State of the Town Ad-
dress Sunday at the yearly organiza-
tion town council meeting, he said he
needed three words to describe the
town this year – “very strong and
thriving.” He described strong as in
resilient, enduring and robust.

“We serve out of the genuine love
for our town and appreciate how for-
tunate we are for living our lives here
in Westfield,” Mayor Skibitsky said
to a packed chambers, including lo-
cal dignitaries Senator Tom Kean Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield), Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),

former Mayor Allen Chin, amongst
others.

He welcomed Doug Stokes to the
council who is taking the place of Jim
Foerst who retired after serving three
terms representing the fourth ward.
“You do have big shoes to fill. I’m
confident with your experience in
public service, your vision and your
enthusiasm, that you are up to the
challenge.”

The town’s AAA Rating received
this past August by Standard & Poors,
Mayor Skibitsky said, had stated the
town’s “strong management, strong
budgetary performance, very strong
budgetary flexibility, very strong li-
quidity and strong debt and contin-

gent liability profile.” He said this is
“reassuring news to our residents.”

He also noted that NJ Family voted
Westfield as Best Midsize Town for
families for the town’s schools, low
crime, family neighborhoods, and the
downtown. “If you can’t find it in the
downtown, you don’t need it,” he
touted.

Three new developments on the
agenda for 2016, he said, are ex-
amples of the town welcoming pri-
vate investments. They include a 70-
unit residential complex on South
Avenue and Central Avenue, the re-
building of the Jolley Trolley site to a
20-residential unit and retail space
there on North Avenue, and a 31-unit
residential building on West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue that is to
beheard by the planning board this
month.

“They all provide access” to the
downtown, he noted, that give “alter-
natives to existing residents” and to
“young professionals.”

This type of development, he said,
will ensure Westfield as a “strong,
vibrant, healthy and prosperous com-
munity for many years to come.”

“Westfield is a town of nearly
31,000 residents in 6.7 miles yet re-
tains its small town feel…,” he said.
The true state of the town, he said, are
the people, parents, close knit neigh-
borhoods, recreation, education, cul-
tural and spiritual opportunities, vol-
unteers, senior citizens, and mer-
chants.

In addition to Mr. Stokes, who was
sworn in by Mr. Foerst, three council
members were sworn in new terms on
the governing body. First Ward Coun-

New GOPs Widen GW Council Split,
Force Mayor to Break Tie Votes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo was required to cast two
tiebreaking votes in the borough
council’s first meeting of the year
Monday night, as new members Ileen
Cuccaro and Joe Sarno voted with
Jim Mathieu in losing efforts to choose
Republicans for borough positions.

Republican Mike Martin voted with
Democrats Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli on all council appoint-
ments, going against his three fellow
Republicans on several matters, in-
cluding one to elect Mr. Petruzzelli as
council president over Mr. Mathieu
and another to retain Steve Merman
as borough prosecutor.

In both instances Mr. Lombardo
broke the 3-3 tie, choosing Mr.
Petruzzelli and selecting his nomi-
nee, Mr. Merman.

Mr. Martin also voted with Ms.
Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli to retain

Democratically allied Bob Renaud
as borough counsel over the no votes
of Mr. Mathieu and Mr. Sarno. Ms.
Cuccaro abstained on the vote, say-
ing as a real estate agent she had
professional dealings with Mr.
Renaud.

The votes came as the first acts of
the new council at its reorganization
meeting after Ms. Cuccaro and Mr.
Sarno, who defeated Democrat in-
cumbents Bill Nierstedt and Carol
Kearney, took their oaths. Ms.
Cuccaro was sworn in by state Sena-
tor Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield) and
Mr. Sarno by U.S. Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th).

Both Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro
thanked the voters, and Mr. Sarno
reiterated a pledge he made during a
pre-election debate to take only $1 of
the $1,500 in compensation that coun-
cil members are granted by borough
statute. He also asked other members
of council to join him, which he said
– with the mayor’s $1,800 in com-
pensation – would save the borough
nearly $11,000 per year.

Mr. Mathieu promptly said if Mr.
Sarno would introduce the measure
at the next meeting he would vote for
it.

“The voters sent you to change us,
don’t let us change you,” Mr. Mathieu

urged Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro.
“You’re freshest from battlefield.
Remember your mission.”

Mr. Lombardo also made numer-
ous other appointments, as is custom,
that did not need council approval.
He appointed Mr. Sarno, an accoun-
tant, as the lone Republican to the
finance committee, and also an-
nounced six members to the plan-
ning board, which will have at least
two major applications before it this
year.

The board will likely vote on the
resubmission of a plan to erect a nine-
townhouse development at the north
end of Walnut Street, known by some
as the “Hidi” property after the former
owner, and a mixed-use proposal for
the largely abandoned Casale-Petro
properties between South Avenue and
the NJ Transit railroad tracks that
could contain as many as 320 apart-
ments.

Mr. Lombardo reappointed him-
self to the board as well as placing
Mr. Mathieu as council liaison, both
to one-year terms.

In addition, he reappointed board
chairman Steve Greet to a four-year
term. Mr. Nierstedt, who had been on
the planning board as council liaison,
was reappointed to a class two, one-

Kalnins to Serve Third Year as
Mayor; Robert D’Ambola Resigns

GW School Board Taps
Guerriero As President

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins,
a Republican, was appointed for a
third consecutive year as mayor
Monday night at the yearly reorga-
nization meeting of the township
committee. Mary O’Connor was
appointed as deputy mayor after
being appointed last year when Lisa
Adubato resigned for a state Supe-
rior Court judge position. Ms.
O’Connor is also the commissioner
of public safety.

The third Republican on the com-
mittee, Robert D’Ambola, has sub-
mitted his letter of resignation from
his post on the committee, effective
January 5, Mr. D’Ambola told The
Westfield Leader. He is moving this
month to be closer to his two new
grandchildren.

“I would have loved to have
stayed. I’m going to miss the town-
ship committee,” he told The
Leader. “I think we accomplished a
lot,” and went on to say that more

positive things will be happening in
the downtown.

In other reorganization business,
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr., a
Democrat, was sworn in to a second
term on the committee by Jersey
City Mayor Steven Fulop. Com-
missioner of Finance Patrick Giblin,
a Democrat, who was sworn in late
last year to fill an unexpired term,
was presented with a certificate of
election presented by Township
Clerk Tara Rowley.

“I’m excited about the opportu-
nity to serve Cranford…I believe
the consistency over the last couple
years has allowed us to achieve cer-
tain accomplishments. The
stability….allows us to hit the
ground running…,” Mayor Kalnins
said in the annual mayoral address
to the township.

Streets and infrastructure im-
provements will continue, he said.

“We have made great strides in
the downtown,” he said. “We will
continue to work toward getting

some of those dilapidated build-
ings rebuilt…we need to get gov-
ernment out of the way,” he said.

Monitoring maintenance of pri-
vate properties is another initiative
that will continue this year.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Flood Control continues to
move forward with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers study of the
Rahway River, he said, and Mayor
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Christine
Guerriero was elected Monday night
to a third straight year as president
of the school board, which swore in
two new members and also installed
returning member Amanda Langston
as vice president.

The brief reorganization session
saw board administrator Eric Larson
issue the oath of office to Ms.
Langston, who ran unopposed for a
second term in November, as well
as newcomers Kat Patterson and
Tracey Roland.

Ms. Patterson was elected as a
write-in candidate while Ms.
Roland, a member of the Education
Foundation of Garwood since 2011
and its president in 2012 and 2013,
was chosen by Interim Executive
(Union) County Superintendent of
Schools Roger Jinks from a list sub-
mitted by the board.

The two replaced Adele Lewis
and Barbara Greet, both of whom
retired after 12 years on the board
and did not seek re-election in No-
vember.

Ms. Guerriero, who became board
president in 2014 after a nine-year reign
by Mrs. Lewis, welcomed the new
members and extended a open hand.

 “I’d like to thank the board. I’ll
do my best,” she said. “I’d like to
welcome everyone new to the board.
You’re jumping in the middle (of
the school year). We’re all willing
to work with you.

“If you have any questions we’d
be happy to help. Have a happy,
healthy, and successful 2016.”

Ms. Guerriero also was elected to
be the representative to the Clark
Board of Education, with which
Garwood has an agreement to send
its students to Arthur L. Johnson
High School.

Aaron Watkins was elected to
serve as representative to the Union
County Education Services Com-
mittee with Kimberly Ficarra as the
alternate.

Ms. Langston was chosen as the
representative to the New Jersey
School Boards Association with Ms.
Guerriero serving as the alternate.
The board tabbed Mr. Watkins to be
the representative to the Union
County School Boards Association.,
with Brendan McDermott serving
as alternate.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
announced the first official meet-
ing of the board to be Tuesday,
January 19 at 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln
School.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEWCOMER…Doug Stokes, center with striped tie, is congratulated by New
Jersey Appellate Court Judge Douglas Fasciale, left, after taking the oath of office
Sunday as the newest member of the Westfield Town Council.

Christine Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PACKED HOUSE…Council chambers at the Westfield Municipal Building is standing room only for the town council’s
reorganization meeting on Sunday.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
POTOMIC PUSH...U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), right, gives the oath of
office to the newest member of Garwood Borough Council Joe Sarno, center, on
Monday with help from Mr. Sarno's girlfriend Melissa Cascia.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP...Former planning board member Ileen Cuccaro, center, takes the
oath of office as Garwood councilwoman Monday from state Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), right, with her son, Eric Meyer, on hand.
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CF BOE Gets New Vacancy
As It Welcomes Newcomers

cilman Frank Arena was sworn in by
Appellate Court Judge Douglas
Fasciale, Second Ward Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan by state Supe-
rior Court Judge Mark Ciarrocca, a
former Westfield councilman, and
Third Ward Councilman Mark
LoGrippo and Mr. Stokes by James
Foerst.

This was followed by a number of
appointments to various boards and
committees. A few key appointments
included: Councilman Sam Della Fera
was appointed as the planning board
liaison. Robert Benacchio, Chris
Masciale, and James Kelly, alternate
No. 2, were appointed to the board of
adjustment. Frank Smith and Bill
West, alternate No. 2, were appointed
to the planning board. Steve
Silverman (resident member) was
appointed as a new member of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity of
the Special Improvement District,
along with Lisa Marvin (merchant).
Alan DeRose (property owner), Sam
Della Fera (council designee),
Stephanie Walsh (mayor’s designee),
and Town Administrator James
Gildea (ex officio) were reappointed
to the DWC board.

Amongst a number of resolutions
passed, Russell Finestein was reap-
pointed as town attorney, which Coun-
cilman Della Fera said he is “looking
forward to his continued guidance in
the coming year.”

Also, a stump grinder and a trailer
were approved for purchase for the
Department of Public Works.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) in his
speech said “you have a very persua-
sive mayor; it is due to his lobbying I
chose to have my office here.”

Mr. Lance will resume his duties in
Washington “to keep this country as
safe as possible.” Homeland security
is “on the docket” in Congress and he
said it’s a “non-partisan issue.”

“It is my honor to represent
Westfield in the Congress of the
United States. You are so ably served
by your mayor and council…,” he
said.

The meeting began with an invoca-
tion by Rev. Michael Saporito, pastor
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church. It concluded with a benedic-
tion by Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
Temple Emanuel.

Council members David Oliveira
and Vicki Kimmins were not present.
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CF Council

year term, replacing Bruce Paterson.
Mr. Paterson, along with Ms.

Cuccaro, The Westfield Leader Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin and Assistant
Publisher David Corbin, sued the
board while a member and won last
year, overturning its decision grant-
ing Angela and Sandro Villaraut per-
mission to build the nine-townhouse
development at the end of Walnut
Street in 2014.

The resubmission of that applica-
tion is scheduled to be heard Wednes-
day, but has been withdrawn.

Mr. Lombardo also reappointed for
a two-year term as an alternate Paul
Nieves, whom he initially put on the
board in the middle of 2015 to re-
place the unexpired term of former
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi.

John Malcolm replaced Tim Hak
as an “alternate four” member to a
two-year term.

The new council unanimously voted
to approve the hiring of Jonathan
Pridy as a probationary patrolman to
replace Andrew Horan, who left the
police force as of New Year’s Eve to
take a better paying position with
Berkeley Heights, and Matthew
Moore as the replacement for De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
employee Timothy Delgado, who was
dismissed in October.

The hirings restore the police de-
partment to 16 officers, including
Chief Bruce Underhill, and the DPW
to seven staff members.

Kalnins will be in Washington on
Tuesday, January 26 to lobby for
the flood control project.

Other local flood initiatives the
committee is to focus on this year
include Orchard Brook, phase 2B,
and phase 3 of Cranford’s flood
control plan, he said.

Mayor Kalnins also noted Cran-
ford has seen the “lowest taxes” in
the past two years.

He concluded with a teary eyed
thank you to his family for their
support of his work to the township
and all the missed sports games and
activities while serving the town-
ship. “I work to keep the township
of Cranford going and hopefully
improve it…,” he said.

Mr. Hannen, commissioner of
public affairs, said in his speech
that in 2016 he would like to see
holiday free parking extended to
street parking and all parking areas,
the redevelopment of North Avenue
in the downtown, commitment to
provide safe recreational facilities
for the residents, and a new senior
citizen bus.

“I’m impressed with Mayor
Fulop’s tenure in Jersey City,” said
Mr. Hannen, and added he would
work with him to “tackle challenges
that face working families in
Cranford and throughout New Jer-
sey.” Another focus for the year, he
said, is “to continue to strive to keep
Cranford affordable for senior resi-
dents.” He noted the many volun-
teers and charities that “make
Cranford a very special place.”

At Monday’s meeting Mr.
D’Ambola, who served as commis-
sioner of public works/engineering,
touted the township’s emergency
services as “excellent” and called
the Department of Public Works
(DPW) the “invisible emergency
services” and noted the DPW’s work
to repair the water main break on
Thanksgiving Day. He also said the
municipal staff and volunteers
“make us look good.”

Deputy Mayor O’Connor said
Cranford residents “look after one
another.” She noted that the school
resource officer program was ex-
panded in 2015. This year she will
continue to have office hours and
plans to hold Town Hall forums.

A number of appointments to vari-
ous committees were made. Town-
ship attorney Diane Dabulas was
reappointed. Township Engineer
Carl O’Brien was reappointed, 5-0,
as township engineer, and the firm
he works with, Maser Consulting,
was awarded a contract, 5-0, for in-
housing engineering services for
2016, for $50,000.

Senior Pastor Tom Rice of Cran-
ford Alliance Church gave the invo-
cation followed by the Flag Salute
led by the Police and Fire Honorary
Color Guard.

By MELISSA FRANCZ COOK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education welcomed four
new members as part of its reorgani-
zation meeting Monday, but the an-
nouncement of a pending resignation
will leave the panel two short within
weeks.

Ryan J. Cooper, William Hulse,
Nicole Sherrin Kessler and Maria
Loikith took the seats of outgoing
President Mary Venditti, Cathy
Morgese, Michael Caulfield and
Camile Widdows, none of whom
sought re-election in November.

However, Joann Boyle told her fel-
low board members she will resign at
the end of the month, joining Jill
Brown who quit in December.

“My first nine years on the board
were a great experience,” Ms. Boyle
said, specifically thanking Ms. Brown.
“We had a clear understanding of the
role of a board member and we each
valued integrity…this past year there’s
been a shift, creating an environment
that’s contrary to my personal belief
as to what I feel are key factors of a
successful board.

“I’m proud to have served on this
board…truly the most rewarding time
is to see when a child receives the gift
of education.”

The vacancies come after Mr. Hulse
and Ms. Loikith ran unopposed while
Mr. Cooper and Ms. Kessler were

elected as write-in candidates, Ms.
Kessler to fill the unexpired term of
Lisa Patella that Mr. Caulfield held
since spring.

The newcomers join existing mem-
bers Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco,
Kurt Petschow Jr. as well as Ms. Boyle.

After the swearing-in ceremonies,
the board chose Mr. Petschow to re-
place Ms. Venditti as board presi-
dent. Ms. Venditti had served 15 years
at the helm.

In addition, Ms. Carbone was
unanimously chosen as the new vice-
president to replace Ms. Brown.

Mr. Petschow thanked Mr.
Caulfield, Ms. Brown, Ms. Widdows
and Ms. Morgese for their years of
service, calling it a “great endeavor.”

Mr. Petschow also thanked Ms.
Venditti, who was not in attendance,
for her tenure, praising her for “an
amazing job sticking to what she felt
and to what the board goals were.”

Mr. Cooper is an attorney at
Pashman Stein, PC, in Hackensack,
and has been practicing law for over
nine years. Mr. Hulse is a sergeant
with the police department in the shore
town of Deal, and has been a law
enforcement officer for over 20 years.

Mr. Hulse said he was “excited” to
join the board.

“We have a great school system in
Cranford and I look forward to work-
ing with the other board members and
the community to keep it that way,”
he said.

Ms. Kessler is the director of aca-
demic innovations at the KIPP Char-
ter School in Newark. Prior to that, she
was the principal at Madison Middle
School. Ms. Loikith is a middle school
teacher in Milburn and has been an
educator for over 17 years. Mr. Coo-
per, Mr. Hulse and Ms. Loikith were
elected for year terms, while Ms.
Kessler has one year to complete of
Ms. Patella’s original term.

In other business, board attorney
Anthony Sciarrillo delivered the first
portion of the state mandated ethics
training for board members, based on
the School Ethics Act, which con-
sisted of five key “Cs”: commitment,
chain of command, confidentiality,
(avoidance of) conflicts and claims.
Interim Schools Superintendent
Marilyn Birnbaum also delivered a
presentation on team work.

The board will meet next on Mon-
day, January 25, at 7 p.m. at Lincoln
School in Cranford.

Brian Trusdell  for The Westfield Leader
A COUPLE OF LEADERS...The Westfield Leader reporter Megan K. Scott,
right, poses with her parents, Marilyn and Winston, a former astronaut, at their
home in Rockledge, Fla., over the Christmas holiday.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY AFFAIR…Mark LoGrippo, center, surrounded by his family, is sworn
in for another term as councilman from Ward 3 by New Jersey Appellate Court
Judge Douglas Fasciale at the Westfield Town Council’s reorganization meeting
on Sunday.

Westfield BOE Members
Sworn In at Reorganization

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of Edu-
cation held its reorganization meet-
ing on Tuesday evening at Roosevelt
Intermediate School on Clark Street.
Charles Ostroff and Robert Garrison,
who were elected to three-year terms,
were sworn in. They replaced Rich
Mattessich and Lucy Beigler, both of
whom chose not to run again.

The swearing-in took place at the
onset of the meeting. Following that,
the board elected Gretchan Ohlig as
its president and Peggy Oster as its
vice-president.

The board then honored Westfield
High School’s Blue Devil Marching
Band for winning U.S. Bands A- Class
National Championship in Novem-
ber in Allentown, Pa. Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan presented
certificates to band members.

The board subsequently recognized
members of Westfield High School’s
Blue Devil football team, who won
the North 2 Group 5 state champion-
ship. Superintendent Dolan gave cer-
tificates to team members. This is
Westfield High School’s first state
championship since 1977.

David Duelks, who served as act-
ing principal at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School for the past 10 months,
was appointed as its principal. “Mr.
Duelks said, “I could not be any more
thankful than to be the next principal.
It is a privilege.” He then thanked the
PTO for its support.

Paul Piniero, the assistant superin-
tendent of schools for curriculum,
presented the results of the Partner-

ship for Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) tests. For parents
who may find the results difficult to
understand, he suggested they go to
the district website and consult the
Parents Guide to the Score Report.

Dana Sullivan, board business ad-
ministrator and secretary, then gave a
presentation on the bond referendum
to be held Tuesday, January 26. The
presentation was meant to be an in-
formation session where the public
could ask questions of the board. At
that point in the evening, there were
about six people left in the audience.
There were no questions.

Ms. Sullivan said the public is asked
to vote on two questions: One is safety
and infrastructure upgrades. The cost,
she said, would involve assuming a
2.5- to 3-percent interest rate. The
total amount of the bond is $8.6 mil-
lion. She said a 10-year bond term
would entail an average increase of
$62.83 per household, while a 20-
year bond term would mean an aver-
age increase of $36.60 per house-
hold. Question No. 2 asks the public
to vote to upgrade the intermediate
school auditoriums. This would en-
tail assuming a 2.5- to 3-percent in-
terest rate. The total amount of the
bond would be $4 million. A 10-year
bond term would result in an average
increase of $29.39 per household,
while a 20-year bond term would
result in an average increase of $16.88
per household. Ms. Sullivan said the
state would assume 40 percent of the
cost.

Two more information sessions are
scheduled. The next one will be on
Thursday, January 14, at 7 p.m., at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. An-
other information meeting will be on
Thursday, January  21, at 10:15 a.m.,
at the Administration Building, Room
105, on Elm Street.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW LOOK...The 2016 Garwood Borough Council,  back row, pictured from
left to right, are: Jim Mathieu, Joe Sarno, Mike Martin, Lou Petruzzelli; front
row, left to right, Sara Todisco, Mayor Charles Lombardo and Ileen Cuccaro.

Mountainside Reorg.
Meeting Draws Crowd
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing-
room-only crowd including two state
Assembly members, three judges and
more than half a dozen veterans filled
Mountainside Borough Hall on Tues-
day to reseat two members on coun-
cil and welcome a newcomer.

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) began the council reorga-
nization meeting by declaring that
the all-Republican Mountainside
council epitomizes good governance
and a model for other communities.
Aswm. Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Sum-
mit) honored the town’s volunteer
emergency service personnel.

Paul Mirabelli was sworn in for a
second term as mayor, rejoining 12-
year veteran Councilman Robert

Messler and newcomer Wendy Fech-
Caccamo, who claimed the seat of
William Lane. Mr. Lane did not seek
another term after 15 years on coun-
cil.

Mr. Mirabelli counted among the
highlights of 2015 the municipality’s
Memorial Day ceremonies, Veteran’s
Day celebration at the Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools and the finaliza-
tion and court approval of the
borough’s affordable housing plan.

The mayor explained that over the
past decade the borough’s legal team
had defeated several attempts by de-
velopers to build multi-story, multi-
unit, housing developments includ-
ing one with 130 apartments.

A court’s recent approval its af-
fordable housing plan will allow the
community to limit the size of multi-
unit projects, Mr. Mirabelli said.

He noted that the next step for
Mountainside is the redevelopment
of the “Barnes Tract”, a five-acre site
on Mountain Avenue recently desig-
nated as “in need of redevelopment”.

This designation, Mr. Mirabelli
said, will enable the borough to part-
ner with developers so that all new
construction fits with the character of
the community and addresses issues
such a pedestrian safety and traffic.

In his address, he reminded all
residents that what makes Mountain-
side special is the hundreds of resi-
dents who volunteer their time to
service organizations such as the Elks,
Rotary Club, scouts, youth sports,
and the Watts Foundation.

He urged all residents regardless of
age to consider donating their time
and talent to the town.

Asm. Bramnick then gave a short
speech honoring Mr. Lane for his
service on council.

After lauding Mr. Lane for his in-
tegrity and statesmanship and calling
him a good friend, Asm. Bramnick
presented him with an American flag
which flew over the U.S. Capitol ear-
lier this month.

A proclamation also was given to
James DeRose, recognizing his re-
tirement after 12 years as presiding
judge in Mountainside’s Municipal
Court.

Judge Bradford Bury then admin-
istered the oath of office to incoming
presiding Judge Frank Sahaj as well
as the new prosecutor, Mr. James
Foerst, and the new public defender,
Anne Marie Bramnick, Asm.
Bramnick’s daughter-in-law.

Police Chief Allan Attanasio
awarded commendations and service
awards to Lt. Joseph Giannuzzi, Pa-
trolman Michael Perrotta, Cpl.
Donald Amberg, Sgt. Michael Jack-
son, Sgt. Richard A. Huber, Patrol-
man William Stolting, and Patrolman
Shuan Bendik for their work in 2015.

Members of the audience often
cheered as Chief Attanasio described
the various achievements of the of-
ficers. Among them were the loca-
tion and safe return to their family of
a 90-year-old couple suffering from
dementia who mistakenly drove to
Mountainside from their home in
Warren; the arrest and successful
prosecution of a gang of thieves who
had robbed 7-11’s throughout Union
County; the smashing of an identity
theft ring; and the a popular Police
Trading Card program which in-
cluded photos of members of the
department.

The mayor also presented a procla-
mation to the six members of Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 10136.

The proclamation commended the
recent discovery of the original char-
ter for the post which was established
in Mountainside on November 13,
1968.

The crowd gave a standing ovation
to the recipients which included sev-
eral men who had been among the
founding members of the group,
which is devoted to the assisting the
nation’s disabled and needy veter-
ans, supporting the dependents of
veterans, and promoting patriotism
and service to local communities.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Mahr Takes Oath of Office For
Fourth Term As Mayor of Fanwood

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD  — Colleen Mahr was
sworn into a fourth term as mayor of
Fanwood on Sunday, taking the oath
of office from U.S. Rep. Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th) and not-
ing the fate of the town’s recycling
center was one of several issues fac-
ing the new borough council.

“Today we are looking toward the
future and redevelopment on South
Avenue,” she said as she took her seat

along with returning Councilman
Jack Molenaar and newcomer Erin
McElroy-Barker.

Mr. Molenaar also took his oath
from Ms. Watson Coleman while Ms.
McEroy-Barker was sworn in by New
Jersey Senator Nicolas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), maintaining the Demo-
cratic unanimity on the six-member
council.

”It is an honor to serve,” Ms.
McElroy-Barker said. “I want to thank
my husband. I want to keep Fanwood
a special place for families and for
children to grow up in.”

Ms. McElroy-Barker replaced Dan
Levine, who opted not to seek re-
election.

Katherine Mitchell was elected to a
second term as council president.

Mayor Mahr invested the officers
of the fire department and the rescue
squad. She reminded the public that
these squads consist of people who
all work full-time jobs and are volun-
teers. Mayor Mahr thanked her aide,
Pat Hoynes, for her help.

She also thanked her sisters,
Maureen and Kathleen and family
friend, former Governor Brendan
Byrne, who was unable to attend the
meeting due to health issues.

In her address, Mayor Mahr while

referring to a townhouse develop-
ment scheduled for an area across
from LaGrande Parke. She also al-
luded to the subject of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Center, an
issue which the council wrestled with
late last year regarding its viability.

With the price for recyclable mate-
rial such as aluminum, glass and card-
board plummeting the last four years,
the town has had to subsidize opera-
tions of the center, which has re-
quired residents to drop off their refuse
for processing. Although it has oper-
ated with volunteers since 1987, some
have argued the center is used by only
a fraction of the town’s residents and
if costs continue to increase, the town
should move to curbside pickup of
recycling.

The swearing-in ceremony included
an invocation and benediction by
Reverend John Paladino of St.
Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Democratic Committee
Chairwoman Patricia Plante also ad-
dressed the gathering, praising Mayor
Mahr for her service.

“Our town has changed a lot; how
you do it with three growing boys, I
don’t know” she said before inviting

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER TERM…Scotch Plains Township Manager Al Mirabella, center, is
sworn in for a seventh term as Union County freeholder, taking the oath of office
from Sen. Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Union), left, at the board’s reroganization
meeting on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE VIEW FROM TRENTON…Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) ad-
dresses the reorganization meeting of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on Sunday.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
MAYOR MAHR…Colleen Mahr is sworn in as mayor of Fanwood for the fourth time on New Year’s Day, taking the oath
of office from U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th).

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOMING THE YEAR...The 2016 Scotch Plains Township Council posed
for a photo after Mayor Kevin Glover’s, third from right, State of the Township
address. Pictured, from left to right, are: Township Manager Al Mirabella,
governing body members Llewellyn Jones, Rose Checchio, Mayor Glover, John
Del Sordi, Jr. and Colleen Gialanella.

Mayor Kevin Glover Gives
State of Township Address

Let me wish you a Happy New
Year, and Happy New Year to you
and your families, I hope that 2016
will be a good year for all. 

Before I go further, I’d like to ac-
knowledge the absence from tonight’s
proceedings of one of our finest citi-
zens, Don Wussler who passed away
recently. Those who knew Don knew
how much he loved our community,
and how much he contributed to mak-
ing Scotch Plains a great place to call
home. While he is gone I’m sure he
will not be forgotten. God’s speed
Don.

Warm wishes to my fellow council
members, may we have a bright and
successful year serving the citizens
of our Township. 

To Councilman Del Sordi and
Councilwoman Checchio who now
have finished their first year of ser-
vice, I’m certain from personal expe-
rience, you are wondering where did
the year go? I have served our town-
ship as a member of the governing
body for nearly 10 years. I’d like to
reiterate to you a phrase I’ve used
since my first days as a public ser-

vant, that some say is a part of my
DNA, “we can do better.” Well, today
I take great pleasure to present the
2016 Mayors State of the Township
message to tell you, we did. 

We delivered on a zero percent
municipal tax increase; while at the
same time saw an upgrade of our
municipal bond rating, reflecting
positively on the credit worthiness of
our Township.

It is validation that our township
and its finances are being well man-
aged by our Municipal Manager Al
Mirabella and his professional staff.
To Mr. Mirabella and his team let me
say to you, a job well done, but not
finished. 

In 2015 I outlined many goals and
objectives that I believed would move
our township forward, while address-
ing our citizen’s needs. I can enthusi-
astically say that promises made, have
been promises kept - including, im-
proved communications with our citi-
zens,

To facilitate this, significant up-
grades and improvements were made Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

Welcomes Newest Member
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local
realtor Tonya Williams was sworn
in as the newest member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board Tuesday, joining third-term
member Karen Kulikowski.

Both took the oath of office while
another long-time member, Betty
Anne Woerner, was not present to
be sworn in for another term.

All three ran unopposed in No-
vember, with Ms. Williams, who
replaced long-time member Norm
“Trip” Whitehouse, receiving 1,679
votes, Ms. Kulikowski 1,641 votes
and Ms. Woerner 1,580 votes, Board
Secretary Deborah Saridaki said.

Following the formal seating of
Ms. Williams and Ms. Kulikowski,

Nancy Bauer was re-elected as
president of the board, with Jeanne
Cleary chosen again as vice-presi-
dent.

Amy Winkler was re-appointed
as the representative to the Union
County School Boards Association,
with Even Murray likewise selected
to retain his position as delegate to
the New Jersey School Boards As-
sociation.

Finally, Cindy Clancy was elected
as the board’s member for the Union
County Educational Services
Commission’s Representative As-
sembly, while Charlotte Schirmer
was designated as the alternate.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, Janu-
ary 21, at 7:30 p.m., in the district’s
administration building.
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Council Hires Downtown Planner;
Glover Hails 2015 Achievements

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council opened its 2016 session
on Tuesday night by appointing a
planning firm that will be tasked with
overseeing downtown business dis-
trict redevelopment.

Wallace Roberts and Todd, a Phila-
delphia-based company, was chosen
from among six firms that had made
presentations to the council last year.
Twenty years ago, the company had
conducted a study for the township
government on downtown revitaliza-
tion, which led to some limited
changes including new benches and
decorative lighting along Park Av-

enue and East Second Street.
At the council’s reorganization

meeting this week, Republican Coun-
cilman Llewellyn Jones said that
while he was “happy that we will be
hiring a planner,” he lamented that a
vote to hire Wallace Roberts and Todd
was being taken, “without the coun-
cil having had a meeting to discuss
the qualifications of the various plan-
ners, despite the process having lasted
about a year now.” Mr. Jones said he
did not think the firm was the best one
“for developing a long-term vision or
strategy for redevelopment of the
downtown.”

He recalled one of the firm’s repre-
sentatives telling the council that

Wallace Roberts and Todd was “not
coming in with a planning process,”
but rather wanted to hear what the
township government had in mind. “I
see it the other way around,” Mr.
Jones continued, “that we should be
looking for someone with a planning
process, as the lack of progress for
many, many years in Scotch Plains is,
in part, due to a lack of a planning
process.”

Democratic Councilwoman Col-
leen Gialanella, who joined Mr. Jones
in voting against the hiring, echoed
her colleague’s sentiments, saying
that Wallace Roberts and Todd “had
one of the weakest presentations”
made to the council and said the firm
had a “skewed perspective” on its
role as planner. She also voiced con-
cern that the public will not have
adequate input as downtown rede-
velopment moves forward. “Without
it, it would be a mistake,” she said,
adding, “I hope I am proven wrong.”

Earlier in the meeting, Mayor Kevin
Glover began his fourth year at the
helm by setting out his agenda and
proposal for 2016. Repeating his oft-
uttered line, “We can do better,” the
mayor, looking back at 2015, then
proclaimed, “We did!” He pointed to
the flat municipal property-tax rate
and the upgrade to the township’s
bond rating, which he said indicated
that “the township and its finances
are being well-managed.” The mayor
also pointed to the decision to move
emergency dispatch services to Union
County, which he said would save $1
million over the next five years. He
also cited improved communications
with residents via social media,
Scotch Plains Television, the town-
ship website and emergency alert
systems.

The mayor additionally pointed to
nearly $400,000 in grant money that
was secured last year to help finance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
MOM’S DAY…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr holds her son, Colin, as they wait
for her swearing-in for a fourth term at the borough council’s reorganization
meeting on New Year’s Day.
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
PATRIOTIC OATH…Jack Molenaar, center, is sworn in for a third term as
Fanwood councilman on an American flag as U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th), left, issues the oath of office at the council’s New Year’s Day reorgani-
zation meeting.

Photo courtesy of  Brian Horton
ALL IN THE FAMILY…Erin McElroy-Barker, center, is sworn in as the newest
member of the Fanwood Borough Council, taking the oath from state Sen.
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), left, and surrounded by her husband, Doug
Barker; sons, Connor and Kieran, and parents, Sue and Jerry McElroy.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
SOMEWHAT NEW GANG…Mayor Colleen Mahr, seated, poses with the
Fanwood Borough Council, from left to right, Kevin Boris, Tom Kranz, Kathy
Mitchell, Russ Heugel, newest member Erin McElroy-Baker and Jack Molenaar.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A COUPLE OF LEADERS...Westfield Leader reporter Megan K. Scott, right,
poses with her parents, Marilyn and Winston — a former astronaut —  at their
home in Rockledge, Fla., over the Christmas holiday.

to the Town’s website, SPTV, and
social media outlets, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood emergency radio
station AM530 is now a reliable
and timely source of information
for critical information related to
storm alerts, street closures and
power outages, and provides as well
announcements on township spe-
cial events. Furthermore, our Of-
fice of Emergency Management has
been reorganized to better serve
our community during a crisis situ-
ation. I’m confident that the newly
appointed staff will provide us with
timely and helpful information
when called upon. We made a sig-
nificant capital investment to pur-
chase a new fire truck that let us
retire a 30-year-old vehicle. We
made this purchase to ensure that
our bravest, our valued volunteer
firemen have the right equipment
to do the job when protecting the
residents of our town.  

Last January we started what will
be an ongoing effort to review our
internal township operations as we
look to improve township services,
and reduce costs, a recurring theme
you will hear tonight from me. This
effort led to changes in manage-
ment at the Department of Public
Works (DPW) that has yielded posi-
tive benefits to the township, and I
am pleased with the results brought
about by the new management team
led by our new DPW Director Joe
Timko. Specifically, this year’s ef-
ficient and cost effective leaf re-
moval effort, and road resurfacing
projects.

Seeking shared service opportu-
nities and improving our township
operations is integral to prudent op-
erational and fiscal management,
and I am pleased to report that we
are presently implementing an im-
portant shared service agreement
for police, fire and rescue squad
emergency dispatch services with
Union County. This shared service
with Union County will improve
and enhance this critical township
service, and save our taxpayers ap-
proximately $1,000,000 over the
next five years.  

We’ve also entered into a shared
service agreement with the Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the replace-
ment of an aged and mechanically
unreliable senior citizen bus. With
this agreement the cost of the new
bus and operators’ salary will be
equally shared between our town-
ship and the Borough of Fanwood. 

Last year I stated that we would
aggressively pursue grant money to
offset capital needs, and that going
forward this effort would be cen-
tralized and fall under the direction
of our municipal manager. As a
result, this past year we success-
fully secured approximately
$400,000 in grant money from the
County, State and Federal govern-
ment agencies. These dollars will be
used to upgrade and improve recre-
ation facilities, install an emergency
generator at the North Side firehouse,
and restore the Historical Shady Rest
Club House.

Supporting our volunteer Cultural
Arts and Special Events Committee
has always been close to my heart,
and an important objective. I believe
it has a positive impact on our com-
munity, and this past year we held
more and bigger events and activi-
ties, including; our annual Memo-
rial Day Parade and Concert, the
Mayor’s Charity Gala, our Spring
Easter egg hunt, Scotch Plains Day,
and the Scotch Plains annual Holi-
day Celebration. We added, Friday
Family Night at the Movies, two
classic car cruise nights, an art show,
a Halloween event, and celebrated
the lighting of the menorah on Ha-
nukkah. These events brought much
needed foot traffic to our downtown;
they served to support our local busi-
nesses, provided family entertain-
ment, while promoting and market-
ing our downtown as a good place to
do business. 

In 2015 our downtown was never
more welcoming, vibrant and at-
tractive. With that let us give special
recognition to Councilwoman Rose
Checchio for her work and organiz-
ing skills in founding the Scotch
Plains Garden Club, and to all the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Glover Address
club members, and Thurman
Simmons from our DPW that worked
passionately, often times tirelessly,
to establish and maintain the amaz-
ing bright plantings that gave our
downtown not only color but life as
well. We all enjoyed your work and
let me add, I’ve previewed this year’s
plans and they are outstanding.    

I’ve always said that Scotch Plains
is a great place to live and raise a
family. A town richer for its ethnic
diversity and family values, a com-
munity that shares a common be-
lief, that we are better when we care
for, respect and help each other. 

In 2015 we honored as a commu-
nity persons that have greatly con-
tributed to making Scotch Plains
the truly special Township it is. 

This year we will continue many
of the initiatives we began last year
as they represent good business and
community practices. 

We will continue to evaluate and
identify shared service opportunities,
and our internal operations with an
objective of improving services to
our citizens, and to save tax dollars.  

While this year’s budget has yet
to be developed, I expect once again
that our manager will work dili-
gently and professionally to pro-
pose one that addresses our imme-
diate needs and long-term goals and
objectives.

With that our townships infrastruc-
ture has for too long been neglected.
We need to be good caretakers of
township property and facilities, to
insure that functional and safe op-
erations are being maintained.

We need to instill effective main-
tenance oversight as part of an on-
going effort to avoid and minimize
costly repairs and capital replace-
ment cost. Accordingly, I am pro-
posing a professional evaluation of
the townships owned buildings and
properties. Today by resolution we
will retain a professional downtown
planner that I’m confident will help
bring ideas and recommendations
to improve and build on our recent
downtown successes, helping fur-
ther to attract additional businesses
and development to our downtown.

The restoration of the former
Terry-Lou Zoo Site, at the intersec-
tion of Raritan and Terrill roads will
finally and at long last begin, trans-
forming this vacant township prop-
erty into a passive park for all to
enjoy.

This year our Memorial Day Con-
cert “A Tribute to Heroes” will cel-
ebrate its fifth anniversary and I am
pleased to announce that it will be
performed for the first time in
Scotch Plains at the Alan Augustine
Park adjacent to Townhall.

As a town that can trace its founding
to the year 1684 I think it would be fair
to say we have had our share of Patri-
ots that gave birth to our great Nation.
To recognize our township’s place in
history and to celebrate Independence
Day, this Fourth of July weekend, I
propose we come together as one com-
munity to celebrate with our very own
Township firework display to take
place at the Scotch Hills Golf Course. 

Serving you as your Mayor is a
privilege and an honor. Let there be
no doubt, I remain confident and
optimistic about our town’s future.

Many must sense my positive out-
look for our town as well, as invest-
ment in our community has never
been better, as evident by the many
homeowners upgrading their proper-
ties, developers building new homes,
and new businesses making commit-
ments to our downtown, confident
that this is the place to be.  

Well, here I go again - can we can
do better, yes we can, and as an Ameri-
can icon, a fellow Jerseyan, Frank
Sinatra shared with us in his classic
song, “The best is yet to come” 

In closing, on behalf of the entire
governing body, I’d like to say thank
you to our first responders, police,
fire and rescue squad for keeping
us safe, to our dedicated employees
thank you your ongoing commit-
ment and professional service to
our citizens, I can assure you it
hasn’t gone unnoticed.  To our vol-
unteers who make our town a better
place to live and call home, thank
you for your dedication, to our
school crossing guards who are
there on duty all the time, regard-
less of weather conditions, work-
ing to keep our children safe, thank
you all, and let us together once
again express our deepest gratitude
and appreciation to all the members
of our armed services serving
around the world. Let us thank them
for their service and sacrifices, as
we pray for their safety and that
they may be reunited with their
families soon.

 Thank you and Happy New Year. 
May God bless you and may God
continue to bless America.

the audience to a reception following
the meeting at The Chelsea at Fan-
wood senior center.

Before adjourning, the council
adopted seven professional services
resolutions, including reappointing
Daniel McCarthy as borough attorney.

The next meeting of the council is
set for Thursday, January 21, at 7 p.m.
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Scotch Plains Council
Westfield is ‘Very Strong and

Thriving’ Mayor Says
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upgrades to recreational facilities
and the Shady Rest clubhouse and
to purchase an emergency genera-
tor for the fire department. He also
noted the purchase of a new fire
truck as well as a senior citizen bus,
the cost of which will be shared
with Fanwood.

Looking ahead, the mayor said
he wants an evaluation of all town-
ship buildings to be undertaken. He
said the restoration of the former
zoo property will “finally and at
long last” get underway so the prop-
erty can be converted into a passive
park. He announced plans for a 5K
race to benefit breast cancer aware-
ness that will take place during the
Scotch Plains Day weekend in Oc-
tober. The mayor said the annual
Memorial Day concert will take
place this year at the Alan August-
ine Village Green. Additionally, he
proposed a Fourth of July celebra-
tion and fireworks display at Scotch
Hills Country Club, hoping to be-
gin what he said would be “a
uniquely Scotch Plains tradition.”

The council made a number of
appointments for the new year, in-
cluding naming Kelly Waters as the

new municipal judge, replacing An-
tonio Inacio. Councilman Jones
voted against the appointment, say-
ing that while Ms. Waters’ qualifi-
cations and temperament were
praiseworthy, Judge Inacio had been
“an excellent judge,” something he
had heard from residents, law en-
forcement personnel and the judge’s
peers in the legal community.

The law firm of Palumbo, Renaud
and DeAppolonio was reappointed
as township attorney. The firm of
Finazzo Cossolini, O’Leary Meola
& Hager, LLC was named town-
ship prosecutor. David Littman was
named public defender. Suplee
Clooney and Co. was renamed town-
ship auditor. Rogut McCarthy was
named again as township bond
counsel. Hatch Mott MacDonald
was named as township engineer.

The council also voted to name
Councilwoman Rose Checchio as
deputy mayor for 2016.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — In Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky’s State of the Town
Address Sunday at the yearly orga-
nization town council meeting, he
said he needed three words to de-
scribe the town this year – “very
strong and thriving.” He described
strong as in resilient, enduring and
robust.

“We serve out of the genuine love
for our town and appreciate how
fortunate we are for living our lives
here in Westfield,” Mayor Skibitsky
said to a packed chambers, includ-
ing local dignitaries Senator Tom
Kean Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), former Mayor Allen
Chin, amongst others.

He welcomed Doug Stokes to the
council who is taking the place of
Jim Foerst who retired after serving
three terms representing the fourth
ward. “You do have big shoes to
fill. I’m confident with your expe-
rience in public service, your vi-
sion and your enthusiasm, that you
are up to the challenge.”

The town’s AAA Rating received
this past August by Standard &
Poors, Mayor Skibitsky said, had
stated the town’s “strong manage-
ment, strong budgetary perfor-
mance, very strong budgetary flex-
ibility, very strong liquidity and
strong debt and contingent liability
profile.” He said this is “reassuring
news to our residents.”

He also noted that NJ Family
voted Westfield as Best Midsize
Town for families for the town’s
schools, low crime, family neigh-
borhoods, and the downtown. “If
you can’t find it in the downtown,
you don’t need it,” he touted.

Three new developments on the
agenda for 2016, he said, are ex-
amples of the town welcoming pri-
vate investments. They include a
70-unit residential complex on
South Avenue and Central Avenue,
the rebuilding of the Jolley Trolley
site to a 20-residential unit and re-
tail space there on North Avenue,
and a 31-unit residential building
on West Broad Street and Rahway
Avenue that is to beheard by the
planning board this month.

“They all provide access” to the
downtown, he noted, that give “al-
ternatives to existing residents” and
to “young professionals.”

This type of development, he said,
will ensure Westfield as a “strong,
vibrant, healthy and prosperous com-
munity for many years to come.”

“Westfield is a town of nearly
31,000 residents in 6.7 miles yet
retains its small town feel…,” he
said. The true state of the town, he
said, are the people, parents, close
knit neighborhoods, recreation,
education, cultural and spiritual op-
portunities, volunteers, senior citi-
zens, and merchants.

In addition to Mr. Stokes, who
was sworn in by Mr. Foerst, three
council members were sworn in new
terms on the governing body. First
Ward Councilman Frank Arena was
sworn in by Appellate Court Judge
Douglas Fasciale, Second Ward
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan by
state Superior Court Judge Mark
Ciarrocca, a former Westfield coun-
cilman, and Third Ward Council-
man Mark LoGrippo and Mr. Stokes
by James Foerst.

This was followed by a number
of appointments to various boards
and committees. A few key appoint-
ments included: Councilman Sam
Della Fera was appointed as the
planning board liaison. Robert
Benacchio, Chris Masciale, and
James Kelly, alternate no. 2, were
appointed to the board of adjust-
ment. Frank Smith and Bill West,
Alt. No. 2 were appointed to the
planning board. Steve Silverman
(resident member) was appointed
as a new member of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District, along with
Lisa Marvin (merchant). Alan
DeRose (property owner), Sam
Della Fera (council Designee),
Stephanie Walsh (mayor’s desig-
nee), and Town Administrator James
Gildea (ex officio) were re-ap-
pointed to the DWC board.

Amongst a number of resolutions
passed, Russell Finestein was re-
appointed as town attorney, which
Councilman Della Fera said he is
“looking forward to his continued
guidance in the coming year.”

Also, a stump grinder and a trailer
were approved for purchase for the
Department of Public Works.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) in
his speech said “you have a very
persuasive mayor; it is due to his
lobbying I chose to have my office
here.”

Mr. Lance will resume his duties
in Washington, D.C. “to keep this
country as safe as possible.” Home-
land security is “on the docket” in
Congress and he said it’s a “non-
partisan issue.”

“It is my honor to represent
Westfield in the Congress of the
Unites States. You are so ably served
by your mayor and council…,” he
said.

The meeting began with an invo-
cation by Rev. Michael Saporito,
pastor of the Roman Catholic
Church of St. Helen. It concluded
with a benediction by Rabbi Dou-
glas Sagal of Temple Emanuel.

Council members David Oliveira
and Vicki Kimmins were not present
at the meeting.
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Mountainside Borough
 Council Closes Out 2015

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE  — The Bor-
ough Council devoted their last meet-
ing of 2015, December 30th, to admin-
istrative matters including unanimously
voting to accept the recommendation
of the borough’s tax assessor, and ap-
prove the resolution of four tax appeals
filed by property owners on Prospect
Avenue, Sheffield Street, Bristol Road
and U.S. Route 22.

In addition, the council issued tax
overpayment refunds for four
homeowners including a senior citi-
zen and veteran allowance and dupli-
cate payments to banks. The council
also approved a road opening escrow
refund for a property on Summit Road.

The council also issued a procla-
mation honoring Ryan Bonk, an 18-
year-old resident of Mountainside
who recently obtained the rank of
Eagle Scout. Eagle Scout is the high-
est rank which can be obtained in the
Boy Scouts of America. In 2013,
only 7 percent of Boy Scouts achieve
the rank of Eagle Scout. In order to
obtain the rank of Eagle Scout a scout
must obtain 21 merit badges, serve
six months in a troop leadership po-

sition and plan, develop, and com-
plete a service project.

Mr. Bonk’s service project involved
renovating a trail and installing three
benches at the Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum, a arboretum and garden located
at 165 Hobart Avenue in Summit.
The Reeves-Reed, the only arbore-
tum in Union County, is open daily
and is free of charge. Mayor Paul N.
Mirabelli noted there are more than a
dozen young men in Mountainside
that have achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout which he considered “amaz-
ing” considering the small size of the
community and reminded the audi-
ence of Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-
7th) observation that today’s Eagle
Scouts are tomorrow leaders.

The mayor and council members
thanked Councilman William R.
Lane, whose term will expire on De-
cember 31, for his decades of service
to Mountainside. Mr. Lane has served
on the council for 14 years including
two years as council president. He
has lived in Mountainside for more
than 20 years and served as the
council’s liaison with the fire depart-
ment, the board of education, and the
recreation department.

Cranford Working to Revive
Orchard Brook Flood Control

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — More than three
years after Irene and Sandy refo-
cused attention on a decades-old is-
sue, the township committee is sup-
porting the revival of flood-control
measures along the Orchard Brook.

The area from the Garwood border
to the Rahway River floods often,
filling basements and inundating parts
of West Holly Street, Mayor Andis
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

“If they know a heavy rainstorm is
coming, they move the cars,” he said.
It can also overwhelm the storm sew-
ers mains, he added.

Walter and Cynthia Gallagher, who
live on the northeast corner of Spring
Garden Street and West Holly, have
been vociferous in their support of
increasing the capacity of the brook
that runs through their backyard and
sits a few feet from their back door,
Mayor Kalnins said.

The work on the Orchard Brook is
only part of a much larger flood con-
trol issue that involves the Rahway
River. The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is in the process of completing
a $2-million flood mitigation study
of the 82-mile Rahway River Water-
shed from the Orange Reservoir in
Essex County to the Arthur Kill.

Work to enlarge the capacity of the
river could begin as early as 2017, which
should ease flooding along the brook.

“The consulting engineer we work
with on the Army Corps project has
told us the channelization project
through Cranford that is part of the
bigger project could very well im-
prove this whole issue,” said Dan
Aschenbach, a former mayor, current
planning board member and a mem-
ber of the Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control.

The flooding problem along the Or-
chard Brook dates back at least 35
years when residents who lived along
the waterway complained to the town-
ship committee, according to a Cranford
Chronicle report from June 1981.

About 15 years ago the township
sought easements and decided to uti-
lize eminent domain to widen the
brook. But after four residents indi-
cated they would sue, the project
stalled and the next township com-
mittee dropped the issue.

The homeowners who have resisted
have their houses at higher eleva-
tions, Mayor Kalnins said. They have
expressed concern of how any
changes would alter the appearance
of the brook, Mr. Aschenbach said.

Now, after Hurricane Irene in Au-
gust 2012 and Superstorm Sandy in
October 2012, flood control has

moved to the forefront of capital items
for the township. The current com-
mittee has voted to fund a new survey
and hydraulics study of the brook to
restart the project.

The committee also allocated
$100,000 in the 2015 capital budget
for design work.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection is requir-
ing the township to redo the survey
and hydraulics study because the last
one from 15 years ago is outdated,
the township engineer has said.

The Orchard Brook flows from
Westfield through Garwood — where it
is known as Garwood Brook — and
runs along the north side of South Av-
enue. It turns north under the NJ Transit
railroad tracks and likewise the intersec-
tion at North and Lincoln Avenues.

From there, it crosses under West
Holly and Spring Garden Streets
through a Union County culvert be-
fore entering the Rahway River across
from McConnell Park.

The issue will be closely watched
by Garwood, whose officials ap-
proached Cranford in 2014 about the
waterway after flash floods threat-
ened homes twice in a matter of days.
Garwood Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello has told his town’s council
that the municipality is prohibited by
the state from any work on the
Garwood Brook until Cranford ad-
dressed the Orchard Brook.

The easements needed in Cranford
would affect about 42 homes, Mr.
Aschenbach said.

He said the easements should be
sought first, however Mayor Kalnins
said the design has to be in place first
before asking for the easements be-
cause of legalities.

“I’m not sure the redesign they are
talking about. There is only one way
you can do it — a bigger swale, and
it can’t be concrete, it has to be natu-
ral,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

A gabion retaining wall — com-
prised of blocks of stacked stones tied
together with wire, was the natural
structure that was proposed. A gabion
wall lines both sides of the Garwood
Brook for its length along South Av-
enue and westward into Westfield.

Mayor Kalnins estimated the cost of
the project to be about $500,000, whereas
Mr. Aschenbach suggested over $1 mil-
lion, noting that 15 years ago the cost
was projected to be about $600,000.

The County of Union has told the
township “the money is still there and
they would still (replace the close to
100-year-old culvert under West
Holly),” Mayor Kalnins said. The
culvert acts as a bottleneck, he said.

“We have to get both projects to
come together,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHANGING THE FLOW?...Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins stands on the
Union County culvert where the Orchard Brook crosses under Spring Garden
and West Holly streets.

Sierra Club: Pilgrim Makes
False Claims on GHGs

REGION — The New Jersey Si-
erra Club has responded to a Pilgrim
Pipeline claim that their proposed bi-
directional 178-mile pipeline carry-
ing 200,000 barrels of Bakken crude
oil each day would reduce green-
house gas (GHG) emissions, “when
it will actually do the opposite.”

“This pipeline from Albany, New
York to Linden, New Jersey will
not take barges or oil trains off the
market. It will actually put more oil
on the market and increase green-
house gases. This will lead to addi-
tional pollution from fracking, spills
and leaks, which pipelines are prone
to as well as pollution from burning
the oil.

“Pilgrim would also cause water
pollution by carrying the most ex-
plosive types of oil through impor-
tant water resources like the Ramapo
and the Highlands region. If there
was a spill, they said it would threaten
the drinking water supply for three
million people. The pipeline would
also threaten open space and risk
public safety. Despite wide public
opposition, the company said it was
planning to file for permits in New
Jersey.

“An independent study released
by Pilgrim Pipeline shows that green-
house gas (GHG) air emissions gen-
erated by the proposed pipeline
would be 20 percent lower than the
GHGs currently produced by barges
transporting fuels along the Hudson
River. The proposed 178-mile pipe-
line project, consisting of two sepa-
rate, parallel underground lines run-
ning between supply and distribu-
tion terminals in Albany and Lin-
den, New Jersey, could displace up
to 2,000 barge trips on the Hudson
each year,” according the Sierra Club
press release.

“Pilgrim is making claims that
aren’t true and they can’t back up.
Despite what they are spinning

the public to believe, the pipeline
will not reduce oil being trans-
ported on oil trains or barge. Pil-
grim says that the pipeline will
reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
but it will actually do the oppo-
site. Pilgrim wants to put more oil
on the market so they can make a
profit,” said Jeff Tittel, director of
the New Jersey Sierra Club. “Pil-
grim doesn’t pass the straight face
test and nor does their research.
The major shipper of Bakken oil
by barge currently is Buckeye
Partners.

“They are not only a competitor
to Pilgrim, but Buckeye has their
own pipeline system and just com-
pleted a new one from Bayway to
Perth Amboy…. What Pilgrim
doesn’t want the public to know is
that their pipeline will actually
expand capacity and put more dan-
gerous infrastructure into our com-
munities.”

Northfield Gives $10K
To Boys And Girls Clubs

UNION – Northfield Bank recently
presented Boys and Girls Clubs of
Union County with an award of
$10,000 to support STEM education
programming.

Students enrolled in the program
will have the opportunity to visit
Kean University’s STEM Center
and learn modules in new and in-
novative technologies, with guid-
ance from faculty and graduate stu-
dents.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Union
County  is celebrating its 60th anni-
versary.

Mullen Rips Trenton for
Blocking Casino Proposal

CLARK — William T. Mullen,
president of the New Jersey State
Building and Construction Trades
Council, has issued the following
statement condemning the Assembly
leadership for failing to follow
through on the Senate plan to expand
casino gaming to North Jersey:

“The refusal of the Assembly lead-
ership to allow the Assembly to fol-
low through on the compromise Sen-
ate plan to expand gaming to North
Jersey is a serious blow to the state’s
economic needs and to the men and
women who would be put to work
building and operating the new casi-
nos.

“The compromise Senate bill,
which was revised to address the
stated concerns of the Assembly lead-
ership, gained the overwhelming sup-
port of legislators on the budget com-
mittee with a vote of 11 to 2. Support
for this measure came from Bergen,
Morris, Essex, Middlesex, Passaic,
Monmouth and Sussex counties. The

only opposition is from Hudson
County.

“There is no justification for the
Assembly leadership or others from
just one county to obstruct progress
on a compromise plan that will boost
the state’s economy, put people to
work, strengthen the casino industry,
aid Atlantic City’s financial recov-
ery, and generate revenue to help
senior citizens and the disabled. Re-
quiring the initial licenses for the
new casinos to include existing At-
lantic City casinos is a smart and
responsible way to unify and pro-
mote the gaming industry as a key
part of the state’s economy.

“There is still time and opportu-
nity to act on the compromise Sen-
ate plan if the Assembly leadership
allows the members to vote on it. It
is in the best interest of the entire
State of New Jersey. We can’t af-
ford to let this opportunity be side-
lined by parochial, political inter-
ests. ”
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Chamber of Commerce Recognizes
Member Milestones

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
honored several long-standing mem-
bers for their years of service at the
organization’s annual holiday party at
the Shackamaxon Country Club.

Representatives from the Westfield
Area Y, Gersch Orthodontics and
Brunner Opticians each received 30-
year plaques while Vincentsen Asso-
ciates received a 25-years recogni-
tion award.

Other GWACC business members
were given their award plaques at
their place of business, including

Christine Cosenza Insurance Agency,
Coldwell Banker West and the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra for 30 years,
Westfield Animal Hospital and the
Westfield Center for Counseling and
Human Development for 25 years,
House of Legacies and G.M.C. Inter-
national for 20 years, American Shoe
Repair and Luggage Store, Evalyn
Dunn Gallery, G. O. Keller, Guillo-
tine, I to Eye, Sevell’s Auto Body and
the Westfield Lumber and Home
Center for 15 years. The GWACC
was established in 1948 with 29 mem-
bers and has grown to over 420.

Watson Coleman Votes
Against GOP Tax Extender

and places discretionary spending on
programs that help build and repair
infrastructure, strengthen national
security, and support working fami-
lies at greater risk.” Sixty percent of
the tax cuts in the bill will support
large companies, resulting in a hand-
out of nearly $350 billion, according
to the release.

House Democrats, including Rep.
Watson Coleman, have called for
the consideration of permanent busi-
ness tax provisions in the context of
broader tax reform, offsetting their
costs by closing special-interest tax
loopholes.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
voted against a Republican tax ex-
tender package, last month, she said
is projected to increase the federal
deficit by $622 billion over the next
10 years by making a host of tax cuts
permanent without any viable plan to
cover the cost of those cuts. Rep.
Watson Coleman issued the follow-
ing statement on the bill:

“I am dumbfounded by the ca-
pacity of Republicans in this Con-
gress to pay lip service to the need
to find solid fiscal footing, and then
hand over a silver platter of un-
funded tax breaks to corporations
and special interests. What’s more,
I’m disgusted by their willingness
to line the pockets of big business
while refusing to support an ailing
middle class and countless strug-
gling Americans.

“While they are vital to so many
families and policies that I vehe-
mently support, even the inclusion of
the Earned Income Tax Credit and
Child Care Tax Credit doesn’t make
up for the destruction this bill will
cause down the line. The GOP major-
ity seems determined to widen the
gap between average American work-
ers and CEOs making millions; this
goes against everything our nation
has ever stood for. This irresponsible
legislation is just another example of
their willingness to prop up the high-
est earners on the backs of the hardest
workers.”

The package considered by the
House will make 22 different tax
provisions permanent, extend four
provisions over a five-year period,
and extend several more until 2017,
according to press release from the
Congresswoman’s office. In the pro-
cess, the release claims the bill “risks
undermining government revenue

Lance Named Leader
In Cancer Prevention
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has been
named a Leader in Cancer Preven-
tion by The Prevent Cancer Founda-
tion. The Prevent Cancer Foundation
is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to the mission of saving lives through
cancer prevention and early detec-
tion. Its Leader in Cancer Prevention
award recognizes contributions to
cancer prevention and early detec-
tion through legislation, advocacy or
education.

Carolyn Aldigé, president and
founder of the Prevent Cancer Foun-
dation, praised Mr. Lance. “Under
Congressman Lance’s leadership, we
have been able to create real change
so fewer families face the challenges
of cancer diagnoses or the devasta-
tion of losing loved ones to these
diseases. The Congressional Leaders
in Cancer Prevention have introduced
and supported critical cancer preven-
tion legislation, served as messen-
gers to their communities and been
strong champions of cancer research,
funding, education and outreach.”

Bergen Announces
Initiatives for 2016

COUNTY -- New Union County
Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen
on Sunday announced a series of ini-
tiatives for 2016, entitled “One County,
One Community” that includes new
announcements for economic devel-
opment, transportation, public safety,
seniors, veterans, education, parks and
environmental programs.

Mr. Bergen, a lifelong native of Union
County who is a resident of Spring-
field, was selected as chairman of the
Union County Freeholder Board at the
159th annual reorganization meeting
held in the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth. He began serving his first
full term as freeholder in 2013. This is
his first term as chairman.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and
Freeholders Bergen, Alexander
Mirabella of Fanwood and Mohamed
S. Jalloh (last year’s chairman) of
Union, were sworn in to new terms.
Freeholder Sergio Granados of Eliza-
beth was appointed as freeholder vice-
chairman. Freeholders also voted to
fill numerous positions on county ad-
visory boards and to adopt the board’s
2016 schedule and procedural rules.

Mr. Bergen’s initiatives for 2016 are
as follows: “Move, Connect, Grow”
which addresses the county’s transpor-
tation infrastructure, and includes the
completion of the Transportation Mas-
ter Plan; continuation of the Infrastruc-
ture Grant program to emphasize mu-
nicipal road repavings; creation of new
bike paths; continued advocacy for the
expansion of a one-seat train ride to
New York City from Union County’s
suburbs, and for the construction of the
new Gateway Tunnel project.

The “Union County: At Work and
Play” initiative includes new loans
for small businesses through the
Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation; creation of more
job opportunities through the Union
County Workforce Innovation Cen-
ter; ribbon cuttings for the new
Warinanco Park skating rink and the
expansion of the Watchung Stables;
the announcement of two major golf
tournaments (the PGA Champion-
ship will once again be at Baltusrol
Golf Course in Springfield and the
96th annual New Jersey State Golf
Association Open Championship will
tee off at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth — the first
time ever at a public course); advo-
cacy for Union County College to
become the first community college
to offer a bachelor’s degree in nurs-
ing; the completion of the expansion
of the Union County College cam-
puses in Cranford and Plainfield, and

the expansion of the county’s library
grant program. Other initiatives in-
clude development and creation of the
“Union County App” to help users
stay informed and safe with informa-
tion and real-time data and “Union
County Means Green.” This “Green”
initiative would create a green semi-
nar for businesses, education and out-
reach through the county’s recycling
bureau to schools (“Talkin’ Trash”
program) and a new “Community Gar-
den Grant” program for new and ex-
isting gardens.

The freeholder board will also con-
tinue its advocacy for Rahway River
Flood mitigation efforts. Several an-
nouncements, including the “UC
HERO” program assisting veterans,
and the “Year of the Senior,” and the
Union County Division on Women
were also announced by Mr. Bergen.
“UC HERO” partners with the
Workforce Investment Board and
Union County College to assist vets
with a variety of programs, including
employment services, training and job
fairs, encouraging businesses to hire a
vet and connect vets with the social
services they may require. The “Year
of the Senior” includes announcements
for the “Seniors in Motion” program,
which provides vans for senior trans-
portation to the county’s municipali-
ties, and “the Senior Focus program,”
a grant program which assists munici-
pal senior centers with repairs and
improvements. Also announced was
the creation of a Union County Divi-
sion on Women, which will be a one-
person advocacy and referral office
on issues impacting women.

A series of Public Safety announce-
ments were also told including: a new
GIS system that will actively assist first
responders in emergencies; “Fire Mutual
Aide Radio project,” an effort to equip the
county’s 20 fire departments with com-
patible radios to promote communica-
tion during emergencies; the installation
of cameras in various county parks; the
sheriff’s office will continue to train for
active shooter response at county facili-
ties to better protect employees and the
public. Also announced was the creation
of a regional animal shelter that would
provide municipalities with a consistent
level of animal control services and pro-
mote humane treatment. The shelter
would provide adoptive services and be
run by the county with volunteers. Plans
should be in place and unveiled this
summer during a new event “Bark in the
Park” at the Union County Dog Park at
Echo Lake. The board voted on a mea-
sure to move the project forward at the
reorganization meeting.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Beck Rips Dems on Gaming
Expansion Inaction

Senator Jennifer Beck (R-11th,
Monmouth) issued the following
statement after the failure to reach
agreement for an constitutional
amendment on gaming expansion:

“I am deeply disappointed that
Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
(D-Secaucus) and Mayor Fulop
from Jersey City have repeatedly
constructed roadblocks to the
Senate’s gaming expansion consti-
tutional amendment. Speaker Prieto
needs to come back to the table and
enact a proposal that will provide
needed revenue for New Jersey’s
seniors and disabled residents. It
should be noted that the Senate’s
constitutional amendment, provid-
ing millions in revenue for New
Jersey would also provide some
support for the $1-billion equine
industry in the State of New Jersey
which supports thousands of jobs
and hundreds of acres in open space.

Trump Attacks Christie,
Paper’s Endorsement

Donald Trump ripped the New
Hampshire newspaper, The Union
Leader, for its endorsement of New
Jersey Governor Chris Christie in the
Republican primary for President.

 “It’s ridiculous to back Chris,”
Mr. Trump said of the newspaper.

Mr. Trump said Mr. Christie had
to have known that members of his
administration had shut down lanes
at the approach to the George

Washington Bridge in Ft. Lee as re-
venge because that town’s mayor did
not endorse the governor’s reelection
bid. Both former employees have been
indicted by federal prosecutors.

“It’s impossible to believe he didn’t
know about it,” Mr. Trump told The
New York Times. “Everybody knows
he knew about it.”

Bucco to DEMS: Make Prop.
Tax Relief Priority in 2016

Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
(R-25th, Randolph) challenged Demo-
cratic legislative leadership to join him
in a New Year’s resolution to make
property tax relief for all New
Jerseyans a priority in 2016. Mr. Bucco
has sponsored legislation, A-159, to
allow local governments to opt out of
civil service and order furloughs in-
stead of layoffs. It is one of at least five
bills that have the potential to signifi-
cantly reduce property taxes, he said.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) is spon-
sor of resolution ACR-18 calling for
a special session of the Legislature to
consider a long-term holistic solu-
tion to the state’s property tax crisis.
There is also a bill establishing a new
formula for state aid to public school
districts based on student enrollment,
A-565, and one that eliminates re-
tirement “bonuses” for unused sick
leave for public employees, A-158.

Another Republican measure, A-
2333, directs the non-dedicated por-
tion of state realty transfer fee collec-
tions to municipal property tax relief.

VALUABLE EXPERIENCE… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) congratulates Haley
LaTourette, 20, of Mountainside for her semester of service as an intern in Mr.
Lance’s Capitol Hill Office. Miss Haley, a graduate of Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights, is currently a junior at James Madison University
studying political science and public  administration. She is the daughter of
Edward and Sharon LaTourette of Mountainside. Students interested in intern-
ing for the Congressman should visit lance.house.gov for more information.
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Synopsis of Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky’s New Year Speech

Letters to the Editor

It is always important to recognize
that Westfield’s form of government
is indeed unique. Unlike most mu-
nicipalities, the town council and I
serve essentially as volunteers, re-
ceiving a symbolic paycheck of $1
per year that, in accordance with long-
standing tradition, does not get
cashed. The town council and I re-
ceive no other monetary compensa-
tion, no expense budget, and no ben-
efits. It is my understanding that
Westfield is the largest municipality
in the state that seats an unpaid gov-
erning body.

And, to be sure, our jobs here are
not just about sitting on this dais on
Tuesday evenings. We work very hard
throughout the year in a variety of
ways including: participating in com-
mittee meetings; meeting with resi-
dents, students, and state representa-
tives, and keeping up-to-date with
changes in laws and regulations that
apply to municipalities.

To Councilwoman Neylan, Coun-
cilman Logrippo, and Councilman
arena, congratulations on your re-
election. Your willingness to serve
another four years is a tribute to your
selfless commitment to the commu-
nity, and I a.m. proud to serve with
you. To our newest council member,
Councilman Doug Stokes, welcome
aboard. With Councilman Foerst “re-
tiring” after serving three terms, you
have big shoes to fill. I am confident
that with your experience in public
service and your vision and enthusi-
asm, you are up to the challenge.

To Westfield’s first lady, my ever-
patient and supportive wife, Debbie,
and our children – Drew, Hope, Shane
and Troy – and our nephew, Chase,
thank you for your love and contin-
ued encouragement.

Earlier in this meeting, many citi-
zens were appointed to serve as vol-
unteers on the various boards and
commissions of the town. Let me
express my deepest appreciation to
all of you who have agreed to dedi-
cate your time and talents to serve
your fellow residents. And to all those
volunteers who just completed their
terms, thank you for your service.

To the department heads, thank
you. I have witnessed first-hand your
commitment to your work and, most
importantly, to the people of this town.

As mayor, I a.m. honored to de-
liver my 11th state of the town ad-
dress. The “State of the Town” is
often times associated with the town’s
fiscal health. The good news is the
Town of Westfield has successfully
navigated itself to a very strong and
stable financial position. Perhaps
there is no better evidence of this
position than the AAA rating assigned
by Standard & Poor’s this past Au-
gust. the S & P report described the
town’s financial position in the fol-
lowing terms, and I quote: “strong
management,” “strong budgetary
performance,” “very strong budget-
ary flexibility,” “very strong liquid-
ity,” and “strong debt and contingent
liability profile.”

In March of 2015, the publication
“New Jersey family” named Westfield
the “best mid-size town for families,”
beginning its description on why
Westfield was selected with “- it has
great schools, barely there crime and
neighborhoods filled with young
families. But what really makes it
stand apart is its downtown.”

It is estimated that for every dollar
spent downtown, more than 87 cents
stays in the local community.
Westfield’s downtown, however, is
more than just an economic benefit to
the community – it is truly a social
and cultural meeting place. The cen-
tral location, the physical layout, its
walkability, the independently-owned
shops, the professional services, the
restaurants, the national retailers, the
festivals, the music…...all contribute
to the heartbeat of the community.
This is why I have always advocated
for “Westfield first.” If you can’t find
it downtown, you don’t need it.

In order to keep our downtown
vibrant, we need to attract a regular
influx of people to visit, shop, dine,
and use the professional services. To
that end, the town welcomes private
investment in our downtown areas. I
a.m. happy to announce that there are
three new development projects
planned within Westfield’s downtown
area, all representing significant in-
vestments in our future without sac-

rificing character. The first project is
a 70-unit residential building located
at the intersection of South Avenue
and Central Avenue. Construction on
this project will commence in earnest
in 2016. The second project is the
redevelopment of the “Jolley Trol-
ley” site. Here we will see the con-
struction of a new building contain-
ing not only retail space, but a total of
20 residential units. We also expect
construction to commence on this
project in 2016. The third project is
the planned development at the inter-
section of West Broad Street and
Rahway Avenue where we will see
the construction of a building con-
taining a total of 31 residential units.
An application to the planning board
is expected in January for this project.

These developments all share some
important characteristics: they are all
modern and architecturally appeal-
ing. They all represent improvements
to currently underutilized properties
located at highly visible locations
within our downtown area. Bus and
rail service too are just steps away.
These developments also provide
housing alternatives which may ap-
peal to our existing residents.

I want to remind residents to keep
in touch with the town by following
us on twitter and Facebook, signing
up for Nixle notifications, tuning in
to TV 36, and checking out the town’s
website, www.westfieldnj.gov. In the
coming year, there will be significant
upgrades to the website and, just re-
cently, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment launched their own Facebook
page. And, as I have done so since the
day I took office, I a.m. available to
meet with residents during my Satur-
day morning (and sometimes week-
night) office hours. Just call (908)
789-4041 and my assistant will be
happy to arrange an appointment for
you.

Thank you to each and every one
of you for your individual contribu-
tion to making Westfield the truly
unique and remarkable place that it
is. we have so much to be grateful for.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

The Leader/Times website provides robust features  to assist you. Do you want to find out if your honor roll has been
published? Do you want to view Recent Home Sales? Do you want to search past editions? Need help?

Synopsis of Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins’ New Year Speech

I am excited to have the opportu-
nity to serve the people of Cranford
for another year and especially to
serve my third as mayor. I believe
that the consistency of the last couple
of years have allowed us to achieve
some significant accomplishments
and I believe that the stability that this
type of continuity will bring will al-
low us to hit the ground running in
2016 and to continue the work that
we have started. We have put good
people in place on the professional
staff, we have built controls that will
keep our government running more
efficiently and we have started to
reengage the government working
with the public and responding to
their needs. We have modified the
hours of several of our departments
to be more available to the public,
who after all are our customers. We
have updated our website to make it
easier for people to get the informa-
tion they need and we will work in
2016 to add additional functionality
to the website so people can have
access to the services they need on a
24/7 basis.

We will continue the progress of
additional engagement with the po-
lice and fire departments and the
township staff working with the citi-
zens and business communities. We
will continue the focus on rebuilding
our roads and infrastructure. This is a
problem that was decades in the mak-
ing and although we have made great
strides over the last couple of years,
we still have a lot of work to do.

We have made some great strides
in the downtown. We have several
new buildings that are all fully occu-
pied, both with residents and busi-
nesses. But we still have some build-
ings that are in desperate need of
renovation. We have updated the zon-
ing regulations to provide a good
standard for the revitalization of the
downtown buildings. We will con-
tinue to work toward getting some of
the dilapidated buildings rebuilt and
focus on the process of getting new
businesses into the empty spaces as
quickly as possible, by getting gov-
ernment out of the way.

We have rewritten the property
maintenance codes to consolidate and
simplify them. We have seen some
good success with many of the prop-
erties that have been eyesores now
being better maintained. We need to
keep that focus on those properties,
and make sure that they continue the

maintenance or, better yet, get them
out of the bank process and to people
who want to live in Cranford and
maintain their own homes.

We will also continue to work with
the Mayor’s Council on Rahway River
Flooding to insure that our project
stays in the spotlight and that it con-
tinues to move forward thought the
Army Corps of Engineers process to
finish the study so that we can get
Congressional funding to build the
project. I will be going down to Wash-
ington on January 26 to keep the
focus on the importance of our project
in Congress and to keep it moving as
we go from the study to fighting to
get the project funded for Construc-
tion.

But while we push that project, we
will continue to do what we can lo-
cally to maintain the river and finish
the storm water management projects
that have been on the books for over
a decade. We have funded the engi-
neering of the Orchard Brook project
last year, and have started the work
with the DEP and the preliminary
engineer work. We have submitted
the phase IIB flood control project on
the north side of the river for state
funding, and we have applied for a
grant to fund the Phase III on the
south side of the river of the local
flood control project.

And we have done all of this while
keeping a continuing to emphasis on
keeping taxes down by balancing
what we need and those services that
we want. We have seen, at least on a
municipal level, some of the lowest
tax increase over the last two years.
We will continue to emphasize fiscal
responsibility as we build the 2016
budget.

Lastly, I would like to thank my
family who has given so much for me
to be here. Without their support of
letting me out night after night, week-
end event after weekend event, and
all of the times in between I could not
be here or be effective. Thank you to
my wife Joanne, Caitlin, Patrick and
Michael for all of the missed hockey,
football, soccer, wrestling, lacrosse,
swimming practices and games. I
think the work we do here to keep the
Township of Cranford is worth it and
will be worth it, and hopefully some-
day you will too.

Thank you all. God Bless Cranford.
Mayor Andis Kalnins

Township of Cranford

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Orgulous – Proud; haughty
2. Rhipidate – Formed like a fan
3. Roboration – A strengthening
4. Sevum – Fat, as used in the prepara-

tion of ointments

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POLTROON
1. A Russian silver half ruble
2. A busybody
3. Cowardly; comtemptible
4. A person who speaks with several

languages
TELESTIC

1. Artistically suited for show or dis-
play

2. A mind reader; telepath
3. Discharging electrical impulses, such

as with an electric eel
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
GLUTITION

1. In botany, having a sticky, moist
surface

2. The act of swallowing
3. The act or result of excessive over-

eating
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

MACTATION
1. The killing of anything offered as a

sacrifice
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Characterized by long, sharp teeth
4. Marked with or constituting spots or

stains

What Will the Interest Be For
Westfield Schools Bond Vote?

With the General Assembly on the top of the
November ballot, New Jersey saw the lowest voter
turnout in state history — 22 percent.

Will Westfield’s turnout beat that next month
when a $12.6-million bond referendum for the school
district is decided?

The Westfield Board of Education has scheduled
a referendum for Tuesday, January 26, for voters to
decide if the district should borrow the money for
safety upgrades and improvements to the town’s
middle-school auditoriums.

The announcement of the referendum was made at
the November 17 board of education meeting, when
the board laid out its justification for the spending.

The January 26 date is one of four that school
boards are permitted under New Jersey law to hold
such an election (January, March, September and
December), other than the typical primary (June)
and general election (November) dates.

Of the total amount, $8.6 million will be for “priority
one” safety projects: replacing fire alarms and public-
address systems in 10 buildings; WiFi upgrades in all
elementary schools; replacement of multi-purpose room
floors at three schools; replacement of boilers at
Jefferson, Roosevelt and Wilson schools as well as
Westfield High School; and the installation of barrier-
free access at McKinley and Roosevelt Schools.

It also is asking another $4 million for the middle-
school auditoriums: new seats, including barrier-

free seats; replacement of sound systems; installa-
tion of acoustic treatments; barrier-free stage ac-
cess; electrical and lighting upgrades; replacement
of flooring and installation of air conditioning.

The two amounts will be separate, with voters
asked to approve each individually — and if they
should be paid back over 10 or 20 years.

If approved, the construction/repairs/replacements
would begin in the summer.

The bond referendum route is being used because
school districts are limited to 2-percent annual spend-
ing increases — except for various exceptions. Capi-
tal projects is not one of them.

The Westfield school board unanimously adopted
a $98.7-million budget for the 2015-2016 school
year in April. That meant an increase of $314 to the
average homeowner in town.

The bond proposals would add (depending on the
projected 2.5- to 3-percent interest rates) anywhere
from about $53 per household per year for 20 years
to approximately $92 per year for 10 years.

Board Finance Committee Chairman Mark Fried-
man said in November that “utilizing a vehicle such
as a long-term, low-interest rate bond makes good
financial sense for capital projects” and that the
timing of the referendum will enable the district to
tap “40 percent financial assistance” from the state.

The late January vote enables the board to take
advantage of an unaware public.

See page 5
for more

letters

Newly Elected Members Begin
Tenures on Local Councils

This week as we rang in the new year, new council
members took office in a number of towns served by
this newspaper. Serving at the local level is an
extremely important function and is a major sacri-
fice that impacts the entire family when mom or dad,
husband or wife are out many nights each week to
attend to their duties as an elected official. We
congratulate all newly elected as well as returning
officials.

In Westfield, Doug Stokes has replaced Jim Foerst
as the fourth ward representative. Also, Peter
Echausse, a former councilman himself, was named
chairman of the town’s recreation commission for
the fourth consecutive year. In Fanwood, new-
comer Erin McElroy-Barker has joined the bor-
ough council, replacing Dan Levine, who served
one three-year term. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
took the oath of office for the fourth time.

Wendy Fech-Caccamo has replaced William Lane
on the Mountainside Borough Council where Re-
publicans hold the mayor’s seat and all six council
seats. Also, Mayor Paul Mirabelli was sworn in for
a second consecutive four-year term. He was first
elected mayor in 2010 to replace the late long-time
mayor Robert Viglianti.

In Cranford, Patrick Giblin was sworn in during
November after winning a seat to fill a vacancy on
the committee. Andis Kalnins was elected for the
third consecutive year to serve as mayor for 2016,
with Mary O’Connor serving again as deputy mayor.

It also was reported Tuesday that Cranford Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola is resigning because he
is moving out of town. We wish him well in his future
endeavors. Prior to his resignation Republicans held
a 3-to-2 edge on the governing body.

At the board of education level, Kurt Petschow,
Jr. was named Cranford Board of Education presi-
dent, replacing Mary Venditti, who left the board
after serving 15 years as BOE president. Also at
Monday’s meeting, William Hulse, Nicole Sherrin
Kessler and Maria Loikith took their seats on the
Cranford board.

Joe Sarno and Ileen Cuccaro have joined the
Garwood Borough Council. Christine Guerriero was
elected Monday night to a third straight year as
president of the Garwood school board, with new-
comers Kat Patterson and Tracey Roland joining the
board.

We wish all those serving on our municipal gov-
erning bodies and school boards a happy new year.
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-15
AWARDED TO: Eric M. Bernstein &

Associates, LLC, Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as Labor and Per-

sonnel Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December

31, 2016
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$25,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-20
AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants

of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Conceptual De-

sign Services and Site Investigation for a
Union County Animal Shelter

COSTS: at an amount not to exceed:
$44,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-16
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,

Esq., Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Worker’s Com-

pensation Defense Counsel Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December

31, 2016
COSTS: with any sums to be paid through

the Third Party Administration
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-17
AWARDED TO: Manual R. Grova. Esq.
SERVICES: as Special Counsel to the

Union County Planning Board
PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December

31, 2016
COSTS: at an amount not to ex-

ceed:$30,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-19
amending (Resolution No. 2015-466)
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater

Union County
SERVICES: to provide the necessary

services for the Focus on Families Initia-
tive

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-February 29,
2016

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-2
ADOPTED: 1/3/2016

BE IT RESOLVED by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders that it hereby
adopts the following meeting schedule of the 2016 Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders:

Please note that meetings are regularly held on Thursday evening. Agenda Setting
Sessions and Regular Meetings are held at 7:00pm in the Freeholder’s Meeting Room,
Administration Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, 6th Floor Elizabeth, New Jersey, unless
otherwise specified. In the event an Agenda Setting Session and Regular Meeting are
held on the same night, the Agenda Setting Session will commence at 7:00pm and the
Regular Meeting will commence as soon as possible after the Agenda Setting Session.
Persons requiring a sign language interpreter should contact the Office of the Clerk of the
Board at 908-527-4141.

REORGANIZATION MEETING - SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2016 at 12:00pm
Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy’s Courtroom, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New

Jersey.

AGENDA SETTING SESSION REGULAR MEETINGS

January 14, 2016 January 21, 2016
February 4, 2016 February 11, 2016
February 18, 2016 February 18, 2016
March 3, 2016 March 10, 2016
March 17, 2016 March 31, 2016
April 7, 2016 April 14, 2016
April 21, 2016 April 28, 2016
May 5, 2016 May 12, 2016
May 19, 2016 May 26, 2016
June 2, 2016 June 9, 2016
June 16, 2016 June 23, 2016
July 14, 2016 July 21, 2016
August 11 2016 August 18, 2016
September 8, 2016 September 15, 2016
September 22, 2016 September 29, 2016
October 6, 2016 October 13, 2016
October 20, 2016 October 20, 2016
November 10, 2016 November 22, 2016(Tuesday)
December 1, 2016 December 8, 2016
December 15, 2016 December 22, 2016

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-13
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, LLC
SERVICES: to serve as Labor and Per-

sonnel Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December

31, 2016
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-11
AWARDED TO: Rogurt McCarthy,

LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide specialized coun-

sel services in connection with the issu-
ance of bonds, or notes by the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December
31, 2016

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-14
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni, LLC
SERVICES: to serve as Personnel Coun-

sel
PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December

31, 2016
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$75,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/03/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-12
AWARDED TO: Weber Down Law of

Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Credit and Col-

lections services to Cornerstone Behav-
ioral Health Hospital of County of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2016- December
31, 2016

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Vote Yes on the Westfield School
Board Bond Referendum

Second Amendment Clashes With
Preamble of the U.S. Constitution

Letters to the Editor
I am writing today to urge Westfield

citizens to vote on the school bnd on
Tuesday, January 26 and to explain why
I will be voting “yes” to both questions
on the ballot and why you should too.

Why are we voting at all, you may
ask, when the school budget is so large?
Can’t the district just “find the money
somewhere” so we don’t have to issue
a bond?

The main reason we can’t do that is
because every dollar in the operating
budget is carefully allocated to produce
the maximum amount of educational
benefit each year. The money can’t be
magically shifted to pay for the neces-
sary improvements without some other
program suffering in the process.

The good news is that issuing a bond
and paying for these enhancements over
time allows the operating budget to stay
focused on those ongoing items and
programs. And, the state will cover 40
percent of the debt service on the bonds,
thereby helping us in a way that just
doesn’t happen in the operating budget.

Can’t the board of education (BOE)
have “just saved up” for these enhance-
ments the way home owners do? The
answer is no, the BOE is prohibited by
the state from doing that and can be
penalized by the loss of what little state
funding it does receive.

And, taxes are already high enough,
so why not act responsibly, and in a
manner supported by the state, by issu-
ing bonds now before interest rates go
higher?

Why are there two questions up for a
vote this time? The BOE initially looked
to issue just enough bonds to cover the
highest priority concerns, which can be
broadly summarized as safety related
(such as fire alarms, public address
system enhancements, boiler replace-
ments), but a citizens advisory group
felt that now might be a good time to
ask for more, to cover the costs of
upgrading the auditoriums at the two
intermediate schools, as well.

After all, if interest rates are likely
to rise, now would be a good time to
fund additional projects. But the BOE
acknowledges that not all residents
might want to support both bonds, so
the request is separated into two ques-
tions.

Both portions are approved for state
funding and both portions would greatly
benefit the whole community. Facility
improvements have been deferred for
years to concentrate funds on core aca-
demic programs, but these spaces need
refurbishment. Now is a cost-effective
time to obtain funding for these im-
provements.

Most of us live in Westfield because
the school district is so good that it
makes the higher taxes we pay worth-
while. Whether our children are cur-
rently in the school system, have gradu-
ated or have yet to enter kindergarten,
we are all aware of how good the schools
are here and want to see that excellence
continue.

And many of us, especially those
who have visited schools in nearby
towns, have had the thought that “in a
town like Westfield” we should be able
to do more to feel proud of our schools
and their facilities. Well, this is how a
“town like Westfield” will get it done,
by voting “yes” to support our schools
in the most fiscally responsible way we
have available to us. I hope to see you at
the polls.

Amy Root
Westfield

There may be a right to own a gun
under the Second Amendment to the
United States Constitution according
to a problematical United States Su-
preme Court decision but the Pre-
amble to the United States Constitu-
tion clearly declares that a central
purpose of government is to insure
domestic tranquility.

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion reported that in 2013 there were
8,454 firearm caused homicides.

The Wall Street Journal, “The U.S.
represents less than 5 percent of the
7.3 billion global population but ac-
counted for 31 percent of global mass
shooters during the period from 1966
to 2012, more than any other coun-
try.”

There were 133 mass shootings in
the United States compared to six in
Germany with a population of over
81 million, to one in the United King-
dom with a population of more than
64.7 million people, and four in China
with a population well over 1 billion
people. (“U.S. Leaders World in Mass
Shootings”, October 3,2015)

The United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime reported that the
United States homicide rate in 2012
(or latest year) was higher than in any
country Western Europe country or
in Australia, New Zealand, Japan,
and South Korea!

The Washington Post, December
14, 2012, reported that the rate of
firearm homicide is greater in the
United States than in Canada, nearly
all of Europe (other than Russia),
India, Australia, New Zealand, South
Korea, and Japan!

Yet efforts at any gun control to
insure domestic tranquility run afoul
of opposition so intense as to rend
American politics.

Each of us, including every police
officer, has the absolute right to walk
down the streets of Westfield without
fearing becoming the victim of gun
violence. Each Westfield student and
teacher in every school has that right.
Each Westfield congregant in every
house of worship has that right. Each
patron in every restaurant and movie
house has that right. Each Westfield
fan at every sports match and each
concert goer at every concert has that
right.

Alexander Hamilton (Federalist Pa-
per 15),  “Why has government been
instituted at all? Because the pas-
sions of men will not conform to the
dictates of reason and justice without
constraint.” This mirrors James Madi-
son (Federalist Paper 51), “If men
were angels, no government would
be necessary.”

Thomas Jefferson, March 31, 1809,

“The care of human life and happi-
ness, and not their destruction, is the
first and only legitimate object of
good government.”

But where is “the care of human
life and happiness” when there is so
much gun violence in the United
States (and in the movies, on televi-
sion, and in video games) that people
do not feel secure or safe? Or is it that
our great and beloved country should
become one giant arsenal?

Each of us has, as the Declaration
of Independence states, the unalien-
able right to “Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness.” But in our
society, sad to say, where gun related
violence is so common these self-
evident truths are being sorely tested.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Synopsis of Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo’s New Year Speech

My first year as mayor has gone by
very quickly, and I look forward to the
next. I would not have gotten through
it with any success if it were not for
our professionals who were of a great
assistance to me. The administrative
staff – Ms. Ariemma, our business
administrator, and her staff, is the hub
of the wheel called Garwood, con-
ducting the affairs of government,
structuring meetings, special programs
and management of our government
on a daily basis.

Police Chief Underhill and his of-
ficers enforce our laws and ensure the
prevention and detection of crime in
our borough. Fire Chief Tharaldsen
and his firefighters provide emergency
firefighting and rescue services for,
not only here but in mutual aid to
surrounding communities. Clint
Dickson, our DPW superintendent and
his department provide multi-task op-
erations such as garbage pick-up, street
cleaning, line striping, tree pruning,
leaf pick-up, snow removal and sewer
work at a high level of efficiency. First
Aid Captain Jim Willix and his staff
provide the emergency medical ser-
vices to our residents and business
when in need, offering support and
transportation to local hospitals.

All of our volunteers who serve on
the borough’s committees and organi-
zations are the true backbone of our
community life. If anyone would like
to volunteer for a committee, please
reach out to me or any council mem-
ber and we’ll welcome your assis-
tance.

On June 25th, the mayor and coun-
cil members participated in the Vil-
lage of Garwood ribbon cutting, a
senior facility that covers the needs of
the growing elderly population in
America. The mayor and council par-
ticipated in four other ribbon cutting
ceremonies for new business ventures
in Garwood. The second annual
“Garwood Rocks,” sponsored by the
chamber and other local businesses,
was a great success. We also wel-
comed the Union County child safety
seat inspection program, held at our
local Garwood First Aid Squad build-
ing.

The county assisted the borough by
providing 30K worth digitized tax
maps, 30K in an infrastructure and
municipal aid grant, a $2,500 grant for
the purpose of “Greening Union
County,” purchasing shade trees. We
also received $5,000 from the Village
of Garwood construction firm that ac-
cidentally took down a large ever-
green tree on the corner of the prop-
erty. This money will be used to supple-
ment our borough tree planting pro-
gram. Garwood also received a $8,900
state grant for the Clean Communities
Program and 200K from the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Municipal
Aid Program for roadways.

The council authorized the balance
of payment to cover all change orders
and the final payment for the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex.

A new Office of Emergency Man-
agement director was hired and he has
developed an updated Garwood Emer-
gency Management plan that has been
accepted by the New Jersey State Po-
lice.

The 2015 council passed a 253 ordi-
nances and resolutions including resi-
dential parking permits and a leased
parking space service agreement, vari-
ous improvement bonds, the creation
of a junior firefighter program and a
community block grant from the

county for 18.5 K. In addition, they
authorized 2014 LOSAP for the fire-
men and first aid squad, the complete
rules and regulations for the Sports
Complex, a new police contract, an
inter-local service janitorial agreement
with the Garwood Board of Ed, and
obtained law enforcement emergency
equipment to support the Garwood
Police from the government surplus
program, purchased a new dispatch
and communication system, replac-
ing an original system that was in
place since the 1980s.

The council also authorized the plan-
ning board to undertake preliminary
investigation of areas on North and
South Avenues in order to declare them
as areas in need of redevelopment and
to commence redevelopment plans.

As we bid farewell to our colleagues,
Bill Nierstedt and Carol Kearney, I
wish them well in their future endeav-
ors. I would like to congratulate and
welcome new council members Joe
Sarno and Ileen Cuccaro to the coun-
cil. During 2016, I will continue to
invite council members, on a monthly
basis, to join me for Mayor’s Satur-
day, to meet with any residents who
wish to stop by to express their con-
cerns and comments. We meet the
third Saturday of each month at 11
a.m., here in the council chambers.

Recycling will now be picked up on
Wednesdays in 2016, alternating ev-
ery other week on the north side and
south side. Recycling will start on
Wednesday, January 6 on the north
side of town, followed by Wednesday,
January 13 on the South side. Bulk
pickup is scheduled for the weeks of
June 27th and October 17th.

As a member of the planning board,
I will continue to monitor and review
the process of the redevelopment of
North and South Avenues. I will con-
tinue to keep open communication
with NJ Transit about increasing rid-
ership and securing more stops in
Garwood.

Our annual “Garwood Rocks” event
will once again explode in the center
of town on Sunday, June 5, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

I will continue to monitor and sup-
port our shared services agreement
with Fanwood to keep the best inter-
ests of Garwood at the forefront of any
discussions.

I give my support to a recent article
entitled “NJ Mayors can lead the
change in the fight to renew the trans-
portation Trust Fund.” Without pay-
ing into a transportation trust fund, the
renewal of grant monies to munici-
palities will disappear.

My phone number and email ad-
dress have not changed and I welcome
your comments and concerns.

On behalf of myself and my family,
I wish everyone a very healthy and
prosperous new year.

Mayor Charles Lombardo
Garwood

Our New Year Wishes For 2016:
Health, Peace and Prosperity

New year festivities have wrapped
up for another season; the familiar
strains of “Auld Lang Syne” have
faded, and the sparkly hats and noise-
makers have been stored away ’til
they are needed again. Welcome,
2016, we hope you have a good run.

With the beginning of each new
year comes a fresh potpourri of hopes,
dreams and aspirations — for our-
selves, our families, our community
and our world. Will those new year’s
wishes, so brilliantly bright at mid-
night on January 1, be realized over
the course of the next 12 months?
This week, we share our own wishes
for the year now underway.

For all our residents and their fami-
lies — we wish the new year to be a
happy, healthy and prosperous one.
We wish those who are ill a speedy
recovery, those lacking work, new
job opportunities, and those who are
struggling with any life challenges,
hope and a renewed sense of self-
worth, as well as acceptance.

For those with sons and daugh-
ters, husbands and wives, mothers
and fathers, brothers and sisters,
serving in our armed forces, we wish
the safe return of their loved ones,
and an end to the conflicts that have
kept them from home and family.

For the young people enrolled in
our schools, and those away at col-
lege, we wish continued success in
their academic pursuits and all extra-
curricular activities.

For the many houses of worship
that help bond our communities to-
gether, we wish another year of suc-

cess in reaching out to those seeking
spiritual strength and solace.

For the many organizations that
also strive throughout the year to
provide material, social and spiri-
tual support to those in need, we
wish them the ability to continue
their vital missions.

For our public servants — includ-
ing our police officers and firefighters
— and all others whose occupations
involve degrees of danger, we wish
them safety each day as they put
themselves at risk to protect and serve
their communities.

For our world — peace.
We are just a week into the new

year, and like all the years before it,
2016 is a mystery yet to be unraveled.
Like all its predecessors, this year
will have its highlights and, inevita-
bly, its low points. Yet whatever this
fledgling year may hold, we remain
confident in our collective ability to
achieve our goals and confront our
challenges, perhaps in the process
making the following year an even
better one. Happy New Year, every-
body!
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Service Project Fair Jan. 18
To Honor Legacy of MLK

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Clergy Council and the Interfaith
Human Relations Committee has
announced that the fourth annual
Cranford Community Service Project
Fair will take place on Monday, Janu-
ary 18, in conjunction with the obser-
vance of Dr. Martin Luther King’s
birthday. All are welcome. There is
no pre-registration. For admission,
participants are asked to consider
donating dry or canned goods, dis-
posable diapers, and/or new, clean,
unworn socks, which will be donated
to Cranford Family Cares; a soup
kitchen, and Raphael’s Life House.

Participants of all ages will have an
opportunity to complete several
hands-on service projects during the
event, which will be held from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. in Bates Hall at the First
Presbyterian Church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. Ev-
eryone also is invited to attend the
Interfaith Community Service com-
memorating Dr. King on Thursday,
January 14, at 7 p.m. It will take place
at the Cranford Alliance Church, lo-
cated at 7 Cherry Street.

Congregations from Cranford
houses of worship are asked to col-
lect and contribute the following items
for the projects: single-serve healthy
snacks, including sugar-free prod-
ucts; single-serve juice boxes; single-
serve 1-percent low-fat milk boxes,
non-refrigerated, like Parmalat; single
fruit or applesauce cups; single-serve
sugar-free cereal boxes, such as
Cheerios or Rice Krispies; single-
serve microwaveable pop-top meals

like stew or macaroni and cheese (no
Ramen type noodle cups); any house-
cleaning products, such as spray
cleaners, multi-purpose cleaners, toi-
let bowl cleaners, sponges and other
such products, and disposable baby
diapers of any size. Donations can be
dropped off at any house of worship.
The goal is to serve at least 150 chil-
dren for each of the food projects
(Community FoodBank and Cranford
Family Care) and 30 families
(women’s shelter) with the cleaning
products.

Donations should be delivered to
the First Presbyterian Church’s Bates
Hall between 7 and 9 p.m. on Sun-
day, January 17. Someone will be
available to unload the items from
cars. If that timeframe is not pos-
sible, interested persons are asked to
call Janice at (908) 612-5465 for an
alternate time.
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Helen D. Bovenkerk, 87, Had Served As
Office Manager at Presbyterian Church
Helen D. Bovenkerk passed away

on Wednesday, December 30, 2015,
in the Lehigh Valley Hospital in Allen-
town, Pa., at the age of 87.

Mrs. Bovenkerk was born on Janu-
ary 4, 1928, in Kearny, N.J. She and
her first husband, William P. Cloyes,
settled in Westfield, N.J., in 1954,
where she became a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
sang in the church choir for 50 years.
After raising four children, Mrs.
Bovenkerk became the church’s of-
fice manager and accountant in 1970,
a position that she held for nine years.

In 1980, Mrs. Bovenkerk became
the business manager for the Madi-
son Avenue Presbyterian Church in
New York City, a position that she
held until her retirement in 1994.

In 1976, Mrs. Bovenkerk married
the Reverend Dr. Henry G.
Bovenkerk, who for seven years
served as a pastor at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, following his
career as a missionary to Japan and as
a leading executive in international
religious institutions such as the Com-
mittee on World Literacy and Chris-
tian Literature in Asia. The
Bovenkerks made several trips to Asia
and Europe during their 14-year mar-

riage. Reverend Bovenkerk passed
away in 1990.

Surviving Helen Bovenkerk are her
daughters, Shirley Cloyes DioGuardi
of Ossining, N.Y. and Gail Coles of
Emmaus, Pa.; two sons, John Cloyes
of Princeton Junction, N.J. and Steven
Cloyes of Londonderry, Vt.; two step-
sons, Warren Bovenkerk of Ann Ar-
bor, Mich. and Paul Bovenkerk of
Cameron Park, Calif.; two stepdaugh-
ters, Ruth Davidson of Greenwich,
Conn. and Adele Hoh of York, Pa.;
two sisters, Carol Appleby of Hope,
Me. and Ruth Hancock of Doylestown,
Pa.; and six grandchildren.

A memorial service was held in the
chapel at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Tuesday, January 5, fol-
lowed by the burial of her ashes in a
plot next to her late husband’s in the
Revolutionary War Cemetery on the
church grounds. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Mrs. Bovenkerk’s
memory may be sent to the National
Down Syndrome Society, 666 Broad-
way, 8th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10012.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home of Westfield. For online
condolences, go to
grayfuneralhomes.com.

January 7, 2016

Mary Jane Brehm

Kathryn H. Schmitt, 98, of Mountainside;
Whatever She Did, She Did It Her Way

Kathryn H. Schmitt

On Tuesday, December 22, 2015,
after 98 wonderful years, God gently
wrapped his arms around Kathryn
(Kay) H. Schmitt of
Mountainside, formerly of
Westfield, and took her
home. She was surrounded
by her loving family.

Kay was born in Texas
City, Tex. in l917. She was
predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Frederick
G. Schmitt, in l984 and her
son, Steve P. Schmitt, in
March of 2015. Kay is sur-
vived by her son, Ricky
Schmitt, and her daughter,
Ann Hinman (Barry), both of
Mountainside. She also is survived
by her grandsons, Lee and Jesse
Hinman of Mountainside, Eric
Schmitt (Melissa) of Allentown, Pa.
and Robin Spilner (Lisa) of
Jenkintown, Pa. Along with her cher-
ished great-grandchildren, Zoe,
Henry and Evelyn, Kay leaves be-

hind many wonderful friends.
Kay will be remembered as a shin-

ing beacon who touched the lives of
everyone she met along
her life’s journey. Her
steadfast perseverance
contributed to her advo-
cacy for the deaf and hard-
of-hearing. Kay served as
director for The Hearing
Society of Westfield for
28 years, retiring from the
position while in her 90s.

The family will greet
friends at a “Celebration
of Kay’s Life” at 2 p.m.,
Saturday, January 23, at

The First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.

Contributions in memory of
Kathryn H. Schmitt may be made to
Doctors Without Borders, 333 Sev-
enth Avenue, 2nd Floor, N.Y., N.Y.
10001-5004. This organization was
very dear to her heart.

January 7, 2016

Cranford Hist. Society Plans
King Program on Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present a
“Martin Luther King” program this
Sunday, January 10, from 2 to 4 p.m.
It will take place at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124 North
Union Avenue, Cranford. The pro-
gram will start promptly at 2:15 p.m.

Using primary sources, local his-
torian Christine Glazer will take a
look back at the summer of 1963
and the state of race relations in
Cranford at the time of Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech. Several local citizens and
prominent local clergymen were
involved in this historic event.

Since 1996, Ms. Glazer has been
Museum Education chairwoman for
the Cranford Historical Society. She
has served in many capacities at the

Society, including as president and
chairwoman of the board. Ms. Glazer
has a Master’s Degree in Individual-
ized Study with emphasis on Ameri-
can Women’s History, Museum Stud-
ies and Performance Art. She has ex-
tensively researched the work of
Cranford residents such as Alice Lakey,
Dr. Deborah Wolfe and others.

Admission is free but reserva-
tions are required. To reserve a seat,
call the Historical Society’s office
at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit or-
ganization, has been dedicated to
the preservation and perpetuation
of Cranford’s history. For more in-
formation, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

JOY AT JARDINE...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
bring holiday spirit to the Jardine Academy in Cranford by decorating the tree
with hand-made ornaments. Operated by the Cerebral Palsy League, the Acad-
emy serves youngsters with multiple disabilities. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Lee Perry, Betty Gulino, Beth Siano, MaryLou Nolas, Connie Sato, Julie Dvork,
Janet Gardner and Barbara Spellmeyer.

Rake and Hoe Garden Club
Decorates Jardine Academy

WESTFIELD/CRANFORD — As
part of their service commitment to
the Westfield community and Union
County, the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield decorated the holi-
day tree at the Jardine Academy of
the Cerebral Palsy League in
Cranford. The club has provided this
decorative service for many years.

Club members select a theme for
the tree, make decorations and pur-
chase a children’s book which per-
tains to the theme. This year, the mem-
bers created 90 original reindeer orna-
ments by hand, themed to match the
book titled “Little Deer Lost” by Janet
Bingham and Rosalind Beardshaw.

The Jardine Academy is approved
by the New Jersey Department of
Education and maintains Middle
States Accreditation. The Academy
provides a comprehensive educa-
tional program designed to meet the
cognitive and physical needs of chil-
dren who have multiple disabilities.

The Cerebral Palsy League oper-
ates a new, state-of-the-art facility in
Cranford for students ages 3 to 21.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long-term reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes by main-
taining the gardens at the north side
of the Westfield Train Station, the
Miller-Cory House Museum, the
Shadowlawn Pocket Park and the
Claire Brownell Wildflower Garden
at the Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center of the Westfield
Historical Society.

The Rake and Hoe Junior Garden
Club, which meets once a month, has
members between first grade and
eighth grade. After a busy fall of plant-
ing daffodils around town and helping
to clean up the Westfield train station
garden, they are learning the basics of
flower arranging, which will help them
make flower arrangements for the
Garden Club of New Jersey Flower
Show. If interested in joining, call
Beth Siano at (908) 233-4150.

Anyone interested in joining the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club is invited
to call Club President Diana Kazazis
at (908) 654-8783.

Miller-Cory Highlights
Winter Season Events

WESTFIELD — Families are in-
vited to visit the Miller-Cory House
Museum on Sunday, January 17,
from 2 to 4 p.m., for an afternoon of
children’s crafts and storytelling fo-
cusing on animals’ lives during the
winter, be it cold weather or warm.
Light refreshments will be served.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. Admission
is $4 for adults and children age 13
and older; $3 for children ages 3 to
12, and free for those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs on
the museum’s Winter 2016 Event

Schedule include “A Spot of
Tea…the History of Tea” on Febru-
ary 21; “Maple Sugar Sunday” on
March 6, and “Easter Customs and
Traditions” on March 13. Open-
hearth cooking demonstrations will
resume in March.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living mu-
seum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. It is avail-
able for tours for school groups dur-
ing the week as well as for Scout
troops after school on weekdays.
Special programs also may be ar-
ranged on site for schools and other
community groups. For more infor-
mation, visit the museum’s Facebook
page, call the office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Westfield Recreation Offers
Programs For Winter 2016

WESTFIELD — Registration is
open for winter programs at the
Westfield Recreation Department.
Among the offerings are a “Zumba”
program on Mondays at 7:30 p.m.
and a “Tai Chi” class on Tuesdays at
10 a.m.

After-school Enrichment pro-
grams for children include, but are
not limited to, “Fashion Design
Classes,” “Cool Chemistry,” “Cre-
ative Art Lab,” “Little Bakers Work-
shops,” “Fun with Physics,” “Begin-
ning to Rock,” “Guitar 101,” “Drum
Circle,” “Teen Jam Session,” “Engi-
neering with Lego,” “Youth Bowl-
ing Club” and a new “Kinderdance”
program for ages 2 to 5.

The department also offers a con-
signment Winter Ticket Program to

area attractions. For details, visit the
department’s website at
westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Senior transportation services also
are offered through the recreation
department for Westfield residents
for medical appointments and shop-
ping. Senior residents must register
in advance for this service. For addi-
tional information, call (908) 301-
1287 or visit the department’s
website.

For further program information,
visit or contact the Westfield Recre-
ation Department at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, or (908) 789-4080,
to obtain a program brochure. Inter-
ested persons also are invited to
“Like” the department on Facebook
for up-to-date information.

Fanwood Library Sets
‘Abbey’ Tea Talk

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at 5 Forest
Road, will host a “Downton Abbey”-
inspired tea talk on Sunday, January
17, at 2 p.m. Catherine Felegi of Tea
Love will host a discussion on after-
noon teas, including the differences
between low tea versus high tea. The
talk also will feature tea tasting and
snacks. Participants are asked to bring
their own mugs for the tea sampling.

For more information about this
and other upcoming programs, call
the library at (908) 322-6400 or visit
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Mary Jane Brehm, 85, Enjoyed Family;
Had Worked at Statistical Research

Mary Jane Brehm, 85, of
Bethlehem, Pa., died on Friday, Janu-
ary 1, 2016, at Country Meadows in
Bethlehem Township.

She was born May 26,
1930 in Troy, N.Y., daugh-
ter of the late Carl and
Mary (Barnes) Miller.
Mary Jane was preceded
in death by her husband,
Joseph H. Brehm, in 2002.
After raising her family,
Mary Jane went to work in
data collection and coding
for Statistical Research in
Westfield, N.J., from 1979
to 1988. She was a parishioner of the
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic
Church in Bethlehem, Pa., where she
was a member of the Fellowship Club.
Mary Jane enjoyed spending time
with her family and Pocono vaca-
tions. She was an avid sports fan and
enjoyed the affection of her dogs.

Mary Jane dedicated her life to her
family and will be dearly missed by
her daughters, Mary Ellen Brehm

Raposa and her husband, Michael, of
Bethlehem, Pa. and Maureen E.
Brehm and her husband, Bob Fringer,

of Westfield, N.J.; and five
grandchildren, Daniel,
Elizabeth and Rosemary
Raposa and Thomas and
Patrick Fringer. She was pre-
deceased by her brothers,
Carl and William Miller.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to The Connell Fu-
neral Home of Bethlehem.
A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated on Tuesday,
January 5, at the Our Lady

of Perpetual Help Catholic Church,
3217 Santee Road, Bethlehem, Pa.
Burial was held at Nisky Hill Cem-
etery in Bethlehem.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the church and/or Last
Chance Ranch, 9 Beck Road,
Quakertown, Pa. 18951. Condolences
may be offered online at
connellfuneral.com.

January 7, 2016

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, January 11, at 1:30 p.m., in
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church Parish Center.

A representative from Atria in
Cranford will give a talk on older
adults in the community. Refresh-
ments will be served. The parish cen-
ter is adjacent to the church, located
at 315 First Street, Westfield.

Floraphile to View
Gardening DVD

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will meet
on Tuesday, January 19, at 12:30
p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center to view a DVD entitled The
Art & Practice of Gardening: En-
gland, Ireland & America.

This DVD features every major
garden style and practice from note-
worthy private and public gardens.

Guests are welcome at 12:45 p.m.
at a fee of $5 each. Anyone interested
in joining the Floraphile Garden Club
of Cranford or seeking more infor-
mation on upcoming events is invited
to contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the or-
ganization on Facebook at
facebook.com/floraphilegardenclub.
The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Garwood Seniors
Seek New Members

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Club is looking for new mem-
bers. Two meetings are held each
month, on the first and third Thurs-
days.

Meetings start at noon at the
Garwood Fire House, located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood. They are
followed by lunch and a guest speaker.

Additionally, the club runs four
day trips a year, one to Atlantic City
and three dinner shows. If interested,
call Pat at (908) 789-0835 for further
information.

Library Friends to Accept
Donations For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Friends of the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library this month will begin
collecting items for their book sale
in March. The organization is seek-
ing clean, salable books with no
torn or marked pages. Both hard-
cover and paperbacks will be ac-
cepted, as well as books on CD,
music CDs and DVDs. The Friends
request that donations do not in-
clude older or time-sensitive ma-
terials such as videotapes, records,
magazines and textbooks.

Donations may be brought to the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. The scheduled collection
dates and times are as follows:

Saturday, January 16, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Sunday, January 17, noon to 3
p.m.; Saturday, January 23, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.; Sunday, January 24, noon to
3 p.m.; Saturday, January 30, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; Sunday, January 31, noon
to 3 p.m.; Saturday, February 6, 2 to
4 p.m.; Sunday, February 7, noon to
3 p.m.; Sunday, February 14, noon
to 3 p.m.; Sunday, February 21, noon
to 3 p.m.; Saturday, February 27, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday, February 28,
noon to 3 p.m., and Saturday, March
5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Members of the Friends will be
available at each of these times to
assist with transporting of the books
from cars. The Friends are a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization
devoted to supporting the program-
ming and development of the li-
brary, and have contributed nearly
$159,000 to the library since the
group’s inception in 1998. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible and receipts
will be available at the front desk.

Volunteers are more than wel-
come to aid with book sorting dur-
ing any of the scheduled times. For
more information, contact
spplfriends1@gmail.com.

Mary Lou Greeley, Owner of Business;
Was Strong Advocate For Education

Mary Lou Greeley (Johnson), a
resident of Fort Pierce, Florida (for-
merly of Mountainside and
Manasquan, New Jersey), died
peacefully in the care of her beloved
husband on Tuesday, January 5,
2016, after a prolonged illness. She
was married to Robert Greeley, Sr.
and recently celebrated her 60th an-
niversary with all of her children,
their spouses and grandchildren in
her beloved Bermuda. Born in Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on July 13, 1930,
she was the daughter of Peter
Johnson and Alice (Leahy) Johnson.
She attended and graduated from
Sacred Heart, St. Genevieve’s
School, St. Mary of the Assumption
High School, Immaculata College,
Washington, DC and Newark State
Teachers College (now Kean Uni-
versity). She valued education above
many things. She accepted her wed-
ding proposal on one condition —
that her husband pursue and com-
plete a Bachelor’s degree. Robert
completed his degree at night from
Seton Hall University after their third
child was born. She then completed

her own Bachelor’s degree at night
and graduated magna cum laude af-
ter her fifth child was born. She was
the ultimate driving force in the earn-
ing of seven bachelor degrees, two
juris doctorate degrees, one medical
degree and one masters in business
administration degree over a 38-year
time span. Prior to having children,
she loved her work at Bell Tele-
phone in the 1950s, where she was
quickly promoted to manager.

Together with her husband she
owned The Bristol Donald Company,
a renowned manufacturer of truck
bodies and hoists. Her passion to
travel and a long life allowed her to
travel to all corners of the world. She
is survived by her loving and faithful
husband, Robert, children (Robert,
Paul, Trish, Dan and Drew), their
spouses (Mary, Nancy, W. Chris Horn,
Lisa and Paula), grandchildren
(Fiona, Caity, Bridget, Meghan Horn,
Shelby, Christie, Christopher Horn,
Peter, Julia, Mary Cate, Matthew,
Caroline, Robert and R. Drew),
brother, Harry Johnson, and sisters-
in-law (Margaret (Peggy) Greeley,
Beth Loftus, Mary Fran Johnson,
Carol Greeley and Judy French). She
was predeceased by her parents, sis-
ter, Virginia Cadigan (Johnson), and
brother, Peter Johnson.

The wake will be held on Friday,
January 8, 2016, from 4 to 8 p.m., at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, lo-
cated at 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey, (908) 233-
0255 (website: http://
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com/
adv_tunnel.php), and the funeral ser-
vice will be held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 9, 2016, at 9 a.m., at Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, New Jersey, (908) 232-
1162, with interment immediately
following the service at the Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

Memorial donations in lieu of flow-
ers may be made to the American
Cancer Society.

January 7, 2016
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Genealogical Society Guests
To Look at Female Ancestry

WESTFIELD — “Don’t Forget
the Ladies...The Women in Your
Past” will be the title of a presenta-
tion by Nancy C. Nelson and Carol
M. Sheaffer at the next meeting of
the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields on Thursday, January
14, at 1 p.m. It will take place at
the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

While male ancestors are almost
always easier to research, females
can be identified through a variety
of different approaches. The infor-
mation found about these impor-
tant relatives can greatly enhance
one’s family history story.

Ms. Sheaffer and Ms. Nelson,
president and membership chair-
woman, respectively, of the Cen-
tral Jersey Genealogical Club,
bring a wealth of first-hand expe-
rience to this topic. Ms. Sheaffer
also is president and program chair-
woman of The Genealogical Soci-
ety of Pennsylvania and a trustee
of The Genealogical Society of
New Jersey. She is a member of
The Association of Professional
Genealogists, National Genealogi-
cal Society, Daughters of Union
Veterans of The Civil War, Trenton
Historical Society, Burlington
County Historical  Society,
Lancaster County Historical Soci-
ety, Lancaster Mennonite Histori-
cal Society, Berks County Genea-
logical Society and Roebling His-
torical Society. She has more than
30 years experience in genealogi-
cal research with a focus on Cen-
tral and Southern New Jersey,
Philadelphia, Lancaster and sur-
rounding counties in Pennsylva-
nia.

With more than 20 years experi-
ence in genealogical research, Ms.
Nelson’s focus has been New
Jersey’s Burlington and Monmouth

Counties. She also is deeply com-
mitted to multiple genealogy orga-
nizations, serving as First Fami-
lies of Pennsylvania chairwoman
and on the board of directors of
The Genealogical Society of Penn-
sylvania. In addition to her role as
membership chairwoman of the
Central Jersey Genealogical Club,
she is secretary of The General
Forman Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution, and also a
member of The National Genea-
logical Society, Ladies of the Grand
Army of the Republic,  The
Bordentown Historical Society and
The First Families of Tennessee.

As always, the program will be
followed by light refreshments. It
is open to the public and free of
charge. For more information, call
Nancy Humphrey at (908) 612-
6029.

Former Mayor Jardim To
Be MLK Keynote Speaker

Thomas Jardim

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Association of
Westfield has announced that it is
honored to have former
Mayor Thomas Jardim
as the keynote speaker
for its Annual Dr. King
Memorial Service on
Monday, January 18,
when he will deliver the
commemoration mes-
sage. The service will
begin at 1 p.m. at the
First United Methodist
Church, located at 1
East Broad Street,
Westfield, and will fea-
ture the theme “Where
do we go from here: Chaos or Com-
munity?”

Mr. Jardim is an attorney with a
private practice in Florham Park,
where he specializes in employment
law, construction law and civil trial
practice. He has a long history of
service to the Westfield community,
as well as to other organizations in
New Jersey.

Mayor of Westfield from 1997 to
2001, Mr. Jardim currently chairs the

board of the Morristown Mayo Per-
forming Arts Center and also serves
on the boards of the Community

Health Law Project and
Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices. He is a founding
member and current vice-
president of the Raritan
Valley Line Rail Coali-
tion, consisting of munici-
pal and county officials,
rail advocates and com-
muters.

Mr. Jardim recently
was selected to serve on
the New Jersey Commit-
tee of the Regional Plan
Association. He also pre-

viously has served on several other
boards, including as president of the
Union County League of Munici-
palities, the Westfield Foundation,
and the advisory board of Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

The Dr. King Association wel-
comes the public to meet at the Dr.
King monument on the South Av-
enue Circle at 12:15 p.m. that day to
form a processional to the First United
Methodist Church.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL IS CALM, ALL IS BRIGHT…The Christmas Eve Family Service at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield finds a packed house with children and teens
dressed as angels, shepherds, Wise Men, Mary and Joseph. The church, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, offered four services that night to celebrate
the birth of Christ.

Open House Is Sunday
For Religious School
SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple

Sholom will host its Religious
School Open House on Sunday,
January 10, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
The temple is located at 1925 Lake
Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Attendees are invited to enjoy
brunch while meeting Temple
Sholom’s director of education,
board of education and members
of the congregation and while
school is in session.

Children also will have the op-
portunity to sit in on age-appropri-
ate classes to get a taste of the
Sunday school program.

Space is limited. Individuals in-
terested in attending are asked to
respond in advance by calling the
temple office at (908) 889-4900 or
e-mailing sholom@sholomnj.org.

FCC Begins Series Monday
On ‘This Emotional Life’

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church (FCC) invites
visitors to begin the new year with
a look at “This Emotional Life,” a
video course developed by Harvard
professor and best-selling author
Daniel Gilbert, beginning Monday,
January 11, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. It
will take place in the church’s
chapel lounge at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield. All sessions are free and
open to the public.

Course Will Help You Effortlessly
Lose the Weight and the Stress

BRAND NEW YOU...Here’s to a lighter, brighter, healthier, happier You!

A six-week course in Plant Based
Nutrition and Mindfulness Stress
Reduction.

This course will empower you
with the knowledge and the tools to
reach and sustain your weight and
wellness goals. You will learn the
latest in nutritional science and the
healing power of plants. Find out
why the standard American diet is
so toxic and so addicting. Learn
how to rid yourself of cravings just
by adding more fruits, greens,
veggies, beans, nuts and seeds.
When you do, your body biochemi-
cally changes. You lose the cravings
and the weight. Naturally, without
the fight. You begin to nourish your-
self, truly nourish yourself, and your
body begins to tap into its self heal-
ing mechanisms. While you nour-
ish your body, you will learn how to
nourish your soul, and mind your
mind with evidence based tech-
niques deeply rooted in the ancient
wisdom of hatha yoga. Your stress
and the extra weight will simply
melt away.

The course includes the latest in
plant-based eating and nutritional
science, menu planning, demos, and
tastings. Yoga theory and mindful-
ness based stress reduction tech-

niques including breath work, medi-
tation and deep relaxation tech-
niques will be explored and experi-
enced.

The support, the energy and the
momentum that builds in a small
group setting is undeniable and un-
beatable.

Be The Change You’ve Been
Wanting To Be.

Class meets two hours once a
week for six weeks. Course fee:
$450 (includes course materials —
Eat to Live by Dr. Joel Fuhrman,
The Nutritarian Handbook by Dr.
Joel Fuhrman and a personal
binder).

Session 1: Mondays, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., January 11 to February 15.

Session 2: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., January 12 to February 16.

Session 3: Thursdays, 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., January 14 to February 18.

Class size is limited and spots fill
up quickly. Call (908) 432-2004 or
go to sallyyounghans.com.

Individual coaching sessions are
available if you prefer to work one-
on-one. Call Sally for a free initial
consult. (908) 432-2004.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Concert to Feature
Guys and Dolls

WESTFIELD — New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT), a non-profit
organization, will present a Guys
and Dolls Benefit Concert Friday
and Saturday, January 8 and 9. It
will be held at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Both
performances will begin at 7 p.m.

All proceeds from this winter
benefit event will support NJYT’s
professional training and perfor-
mance program, the only free pro-
gram of its kind state-recognized
for more than 24 years as a major
training ground for aspiring, young
performers. For tickets, visit
guysndollsinconcert.bpt.me.

“It is natural for us to use the
start of a new year as an opportu-
nity to make positive changes in
our lives, whether physical, spiri-
tual, social or emotional,” said the
Reverend Dr. Mark Boyea, FCC
senior minister. Over six consecu-
tive weeks through February 15,
participants will view and discuss
this video series that weaves to-
gether scientific and humanistic
studies to address how individuals
can more effectively navigate their
emotions, relationships and nega-
tive experiences.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, welcomes people of every
race, age, gender, marital status,
sexual orientation, physical or psy-
chological ability and theological
tradition. For additional informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the website at
fccofwestfield.org.

Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet January 15

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
a non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s/
Dementia Caregiver Support Group
on Friday, January 15, from 10 a.m.
to noon. It will take place at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this group is run in accordance with
the Alzheimer’s Association of New
Jersey guidelines. Participants are
welcome to join the group at any
time.

In addition to the support group,
JFS offers a specialized Alzheimer’s
and Dementia Family Care Program
that is funded by grants from the
Westfield Foundation, Merck Inc. and
Wells Fargo Foundations.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or if interested in
more information about JFS’ new
program for Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Disorders, contact Marilucy
Lopes, group facilitator, at (908) 352-
8375 or mlopes@jfscentralnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Cranford Library
Offers Adult Reading
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library has announced its sec-
ond annual Adult Winter Reading
Program. Open to adults age 18 and
older, the program will run for six
weeks, from January 19 to March 2.
There will be weekly random draw-
ings for prizes, and grand prizes will
be awarded at the end of the program,
courtesy of the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library.

Registration is not required for this
activity. The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. For more
information about what is happening at
the library, go to cranford.com/library.
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TheIsoldiCollection.com
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Westfield. Welcome to this Wychwood colonial with 8 rooms, 4 bedrooms and  2 1/2 baths. Great
location!  Gracious center hall foyer opens to a bright, spacious living room with fireplace, large windows
and French doors to family room and a formal dining room with chair rail and cove molding trim and
built-in china cupboard. The modernized kitchen has granite counters, center island, and charming bay
window  dining area. The adjacent family room leads to the shaded brick patio. The second floor offers
a nice sized foyer with window seat and private entrance to the master bedroom suite with, full bath,
cathedral ceiling, Palladian windows and double closets. Three additional  bedrooms and hallway bath
complete this floor. The finished basement features original tongue and groove pine walls, office, laundry
and utility room. 2 car garage, tall mature trees and only 2 blocks from Wilson School!      $839,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WUSTEFELD PINS AT 182LB, MIGUELINO PINS AT 170LB

Delaware Val. Terriers Dash
Past Raider Wrestlers, 65-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wrestling top opponents in the state
very early in the season could be a
rocky road in the beginning but could
pay dividends later in the season.
After competing in the rugged John
Goles Tournament the week before,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team took on the

Delaware Valley Terriers and host
South Plainfield in a tri-meet on De-
cember 31. The Raiders wound up on
the short end of a 65-12 score to the
Terriers and a 42-16 decision to the
Tigers.

“We came in knowing that they
were two top-20 teams in the state
and we would see great competition.
Sometimes I think our kids wrestled

tough, some of our kids, like the little
things, getting the first takedown,
movement on our feet, getting up
from bottom, hand control, small
things that we are looking for against
this tough competition will help us
later on some teams who are not in
that top-20,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said.

MELE SCORES WINNER, LaCORTE NOTCHES 16 POINTS

Blue Devil Boys Nip Lakewood
In Hoops Final Seconds, 48-47

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hoops for Troops Tournament held
at Roselle Catholic High School fea-
tured several thrilling match-ups but
none more exciting than the Westfield
High School boys basketball show-
down with the Lakewood Piners on
January 2. With Westfield trailing by
one point and only a few seconds
remaining, Blue Devil Nick Mele

swiped the ball away from a Piner
and rolled the ball in the hoop to give
the Blue Devils a 48-47 victory. The
victory boosted the Blue Devils’
record to 6-0, while Lakewood slipped
to 3-2.

The exciting finale was set up when
Sean Barksdale banged a 3-pointer to
give the Piners a 47-46 lead with less
than a minute remaining. Lakewood
quickly regained ball control but Blue

Devil Parker Hess added a steal with
25 seconds remaining and tossed to
Owen Murray, who stepped on the
back line to give possession back to
Lakewood but Mele made good with
his seventh steal and put in the game
winner.

“We are veterans. Me, Owen and
Parker played together our whole
lives. It’s like guys! This is where we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING THE DOUBLE LEG...Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld, right, works for a double-leg takedown on Delaware
Valley Terrier Matt Meekin in his 182-lb bout. Wustefeld pinned Meekin with a Merkel maneuver in 5:09.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil Nick Mele, No. 23, drives to the basket in the game against Lakewood at Roselle
Catholic High School on January 2. Mele stole the ball in the final seconds and scored to give Westfield a 48-47 victory.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ewing Was First Superstar
For WHS Boys’ Basketball

Cliff Ewing scored 37 points during
an 81-3 victory over Cranford. In 1914,
that was an unheard-of number of
points. It stood as the school record for
48 years, until Dick Myers scored 38
against Roselle Park.

Ewing (’16) is believed to be the
first big-time basketball star at
Westfield High. He went on to captain
the 1919 team at Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute. Back then the local school
was called Washington High and was
located between Orchard and Walnut
streets, where tennis courts are lo-
cated today. Games were played at St.
Paul’s Parish House, on Elm Street,
and after Friday home games there
would be several hours of dancing to
Al Pearsall’s orchestra.

The team scheduled some high
schools, some college freshman teams,
and local squads like Alpha Sigma, the
Knickerbocker A.C., the WHS alumni,
the WHS faculty and the Plio Club.

Another early star was Henry
Stevens (’17), who led the team in
scoring as a junior and senior, includ-
ing an amazing 88 free throws in 1917.
Sadly, the 2014 Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame inductee was killed on the
battlefields of France during the First
World War

Harry Walsh was apparently a very
aggressive player on the 1918 and ’19
teams. In those two years he made 103
baskets, and converted 177 foul shots.

Playing its games in the new
Roosevelt Junior High gym, WHS had
its best season on record in 1927, as
Dick Whitcomb and Bob Torborg (fa-
ther of baseball star Jeff) led a 13-4
team, which included superstar run-
ner Jimmy Byrd and multi-talented
Eli Britten.

Joe Freeman made his reputation as
a football coach, but he was successful
in other sports. In 1936 the “rookie”
coach led the WHS cagers to a 17-3
record. While no statistics are avail-
able, the team was led by captain
George Miller, along with Marty
Burke, Dan Goodfriend, Mount
Howarth, Frank Kennedy, and Bill
Luce. Miller, who passed away last
year, is the grandfather of WHS’s all-
time basketball scoring leader Erin
Miller, and younger sisters Danielle
and Jamie.

The 1939 season saw the varsity
debut of Jim (Killer) Kane, who had a
Hall of Fame career as a football end,
a high-scoring basketballer and a state
champion hurdler. While that season
was a forgettable 7-13, Kane eventu-
ally scored nearly 600 points – includ-
ing single games of 29 and 35 – and
graduated as the school’s all-time lead-
ing scorer.

The year after Kane graduated Vic
Johnson guided the team to a 16-3
record in his lone season as head coach.
His big guns were Jim Turpin, Jack
Bacon and Tom Brotherton.

That would be the best record for
quite a while, as the team went 3-12, 2-
14, 2-13 … not coming out of the
tailspin until going 10-9 in 1947. That
season ended in Asbury Park’s Con-
vention Hall as Cranford won 32-28,
behind nine points by future WHS
baseball coach Norm Koury.

The 1948 Blue Devils went 17-5,
easily the highlight of Gomer Smith’s
tenure as coach. Despite the gradua-
tion of three-year star Bobby
Dougherty, the team got big seasons

from Terry Brady, who tied Ewing’s
record of 37 points; Sam Mitchell;
Frank Salvato; Charlie Schrope, a foot-
ball/baseball standout who set a county
tournament record with 24 points
against Cranford; and Jim Thompson.

John Lay replaced Lewis for the
1953 season and better times were
here.

Carl Hornung, then Harris Mosher
and Bob Medley, then Dick Mootz
and Bob Ericsson, then Mac Quigley
and Les Shoemaker, then Quigley and
Roger Love, and finally John Guthrie
led WHS to good, solid seasons, in-
cluding 16-6 in 1955 and 17-5 in 1957,
tying the school record for wins.

Then in 1959 Westfield enjoyed its
best season to date. With Ray Bailey
and Bob Haines controlling the boards,
and getting scoring help from Tom
Gilson, Kenny Hite, Jerry Dick, Tom
Dudley, Charles Hoppin and Larry
Ritchie, the Blue Devils smashed the
school record for wins, going 24-3.
They also won the first Union County
Tournament championship in school
history, beating Cranford, 54-46, in

the final before a “record crowd” of
3,580 in the Elizabeth Armory.

Haines, a 6-foot-6 senior who later
played at Connecticut, scored a school
record 404 points while grabbing 328
rebounds. The 6-5 Bailey collected a
school record 347 rebounds and added
274 points. Gilson, a 6-2, 200-pound
banger, had 371 points, while captain
and playmaker Hite put up 297 points.
Dick (120), Dudley (101), Hoppin (79)
and 6-2 hatchetman Ritchie (51) gave
Lay an eight-man rotation.

And they did this without 6-6 Rodger
Twitchell, the high scorer (446 points)
on the 1958 JV’s who was cut. He later
set school rebounding records at Mas-
sachusetts that were broken by Julius
Erving.

The next two years saw Lay’s teams
go a ho-hum 21-21, although the 1961
season was made memorable when
Roselle Park’s Rick Barry, a future
NBA superstar, set a WHS gymna-
sium record with 53 points in a 80-77
overtime win. Barry hit 21 of 31 field
goals and 11 of 13 underhanded free
throws. Dick Myers scored 27 and
Lowell Higgins 20 in the loss.

The 1962 team was 23-3 as Myers

had games of 38 (a school record) and
33, while the 6-10 junior Bob King
had 36 and 33. The Devils won the
Central Jersey Group 4 title before
falling in the state Group 4 final to
Weequahic, 55-52, at the Cherry Hill
Arena. The Devils won their first 16
games before losing 63-60 to Cranford.
Then two weeks later they were
shocked by Lynn Nesbitt (30 points)
and Berkeley Heights, 56-40, in the
first round of the UCT. After two weeks
of just practice, they returned with
arguably the greatest four-game stretch
in school history. Over the next 12
days, they beat Linden, 54-48, Union,
55-47, Trenton, 59-55, and Camden,
62-59, to reach the state Group 4 final!
You read that right. Linden, Union,
Trenton and Camden: back-to-back-
to-back-to-back. King went for 33
against Camden. Senior Jerry Post and
sophomores Bob Whitaker and Doug
Carver rounded out the starters.

The following year was the senior
year for King, who remains the
school’s all-time boys leading scorer
(1,329) and rebounder (1,044). With

Jumpin’ John Bannon, sophomore sen-
sation Bob Felter, and juniors Whitaker
and Carver, the Laymen went 21-3
and won another Union County Tour-
nament. Then, after beating Asbury
Park in their state opener, the season
came to a shocking end with a 55-53
overtime loss to Scotch Plains at
Rutgers.

Lay’s final team went 15-6, with
Felter, Whitaker, smooth-shooting
Steve Wright, Jerry Wright and Bill
Dlouhy. The team might’ve been spe-
cial, but it missed Carver, who at-
tended a prep school after the death of
his parents, and 6-5 Jerry Kroll, a
junior high scoring machine who be-
came a superstar after moving to Hous-
ton.

Bob Sanislow was the new coach in
1965, and the team went 16-7 and
captured its third county tournament
in seven years. Felter had a 35-point,
24-rebound game in a UCT semi win
over Scotch Plains, two weeks after
lighting up Linden for 35. Cranford
fell in the title game. Then in the first
round of states, the Devils became the
Gang Who Couldn’t Shoot Straight
during a 59-37 loss to Scotch Plains.
WHS was 1-for-19 in the first period
and 2-for-27 in the first half.

The 1966 team, led by future FDU-
Madison standout Jim Harmon, was
10-13.

Glenn Whitmore sparked the ’67
squad to an 8-12 record in Sanislow’s
final season.

Bob Fulton took over in 1968 and,
powered by rugged Tom Scott’s play
under the boards (high games of 36
and 34), went 15-8 and 15-7. The ’68
team won the Watchung Conference
title with a thrilling 50-49 playoff vic-
tory over Scotch Plains, as Jim Kelly
and Kevin Kane made key free throws
in OT.

Cy Fulton replaced his brother in
1970 and his one tumultuous year saw
junior Ted Mavraganis, the team’s lead-
ing scorer and team captain, quit mid-
way through an eventual 6-13 season.
That was the year Scotch Plains posted
a humiliating 118-85 win at WHS, the
first and only time the Devils used an
organist – talented musician Dean
Landew (’70) – to pump up the crowd,
ala Gladys Gooding and Eddie Layton
at Madison Square Garden.

Joe Coleman became the coach in
1971 and, with the return of
Mavraganis (34 vs. Linden) and the
steady play of fellow captain Tom
Handza, the team went 13-10. Juniors
Tom Pfeiffer and Steve Reddy got a lot
of playing time and coach Ed Tiron’s
junior varsity, reaching its second
straight county JV tournament final,
finished 18-4. Ironically, three of those
losses were to Scotch Plains, which is
where Coleman surprisingly left to
coach after the season.

Lay, the athletic director, got a call
about the opening from the coach at
Ridge. What followed is a big part,
maybe the biggest, in Westfield High
basketball lore.

Next: History of boys basketball,
part 2

WICHELNS SCORES 19 PTS; MacLELLAND SINKS 13 PTs

Del Val Overcomes Cougars
In Cougar Classic Final 48-45

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Delaware Valley staged a late come-
back, rallying from a 10-point first
half deficit to overcome the Cranford
High School girls basketball team in
the finals of the Cougar Classic held
on December 29 at the Martin Gym-
nasium in Cranford. Veronica Christ
scored 24 points for the victors who
improved their season record to a
perfect 5-0. Christ proved to be a
troublesome match-up for the Cou-
gars throughout the contest.

“She is a good player,” said Cranford’s
Cerys McLelland. “She drove to the
basket a lot against us. They did a good
job of setting screens for her. It made it
that much harder to stop her.”

Del Val’s aggressive play led to a

lot of free throw opportunities for the
Terriers, who converted 15 shots from
the foul line compared to just four for
the Cougars.

“We committed way too many fouls,”
said Cranford Head Coach Jacqueline
Dyer. “That comes from not talking
and communicating on defense. We
need to do a better job of that.”

A back-and-forth first quarter saw
Cranford take a 9-8 lead. The Cou-
gars took control late in the second by
going on a 14-2 run that put them up,
23-13. Camryn Wichelns was key to
the effort; scoring 15 of her team high
19 points in the first half. During one
stretch, Wichelns scored 10 straight
points, helping them to a 19-11 lead.

“When we play together like we
did in the first half and we are doing
the little things like pushing the ball,
attacking the basket and playing at a
quicker pace we are a much better
team,” said Dyer.

Leading 34-27 late in the third quar-
ter, Cranford seemed well positioned
to pick up their second win of the
season and a Cougar Classic title. But
the Terriers had other ideas. Del Val
went on an 11-2 run stretching into the
fourth quarter that allowed them to
take a 38-36 lead with 4:58 remaining
in the game. Christ was a force during
the run scoring seven points. A three
point shot by Margaret Affeld put the
Terriers in front, 41-36, with just over

four minutes left. Another three-point
basket, this one by Emily Affeld put
Del Val up, 44-38, with 2:30 left.

Suddenly a game that seemed in
the bag for the Cougars was in serious
jeopardy. MacLelland hit a pair of
free throws to cut it to 44-40 with
1:39 remaining. MacLelland scored
again inside and cut the deficit to 46-
44 with: 33 left. Del Val converted
three of four free throws to pull ahead,
48-43, with: 15 on the clock.
MacLelland scored again on a lay-up
to make it 48-45 with :06 remaining.

Cranford sent Emily Affeld to the
free throw line with 2.8 seconds re-
maining. The Del Val player needed
only to hit one free throw to ice the
game but she missed. MacLelland con-
trolled the rebound and made it to half
court before launching a three-point
attempt at the buzzer that hit high off
the backboard sealing the Cougars’ fate.

“We came out a little slow in the
second half,” said Cranford senior
guard Lyndsay Pace, who scored six
points. “We stopped communicating
with each other. I think we are a better
team than we were last year. We have
to be consistent throughout the game.”

MacLelland had 13 points and 13
rebounds for the Cougars, who slipped
to 1-3. For their efforts both Wichelns
and MacLelland were named to the
All Tournament team. Del Val’s Christ
was named Tournament MVP.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004986

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052605-14

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE W. MCDONALD,

MAUREEN A. MCDONALD, WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA., UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty-Eight
and 16/100*** $284,938.16.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough;
COUNTY: UNION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

STREET & STREET NO: 242 Apple Tree
Lane.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 33; LOT: 17.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 161.62 feet x 29.7

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Southeasterly

side of Orchard Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Seven

Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Five and 46/
100*** $297,225.46 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $167.28

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COVERING A TERRIER...Cougar Cerys MacLelland, No. 33, stays close to a Delaware Valley Terrier during the Cougar
Classic championship game on December 29. The Terriers came from behind to defeat the Cougars, 48-45.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Basketball players Camryn Wichelns
and Mike Smith. Camryn, a sophomore guard, led the Cougars with 15 points and
5 rebounds in a victory over Bayonne and scored a team high of 19 in the
championship game against Delaware Valley at the Cougar Classic. Mike, a
senior guard, averaged 11 points per game and was voted to the All Tournament
Team at the Cougar Classic.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004812

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004991-11

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: SAMUEL VENTOLA; CAPITOL

ONE BANK, USA, NA; ET AL
Sale Date: 01/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/06/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty and 47/
100*** $559,960.47.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 23 Block 104
Commonly known as 412 Third Avenue,

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

51.17 feet wide by 150 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

erly of Third Avenue, 122.33 feet from the West-
erly of Walnut Street.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-Nine and 53/
100*** $584,949.53 together with lawful interest
and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE LIPPINCOTT PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 12/17/15, 12/24/15, 12/31/15
& 01/07/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004929

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004741-15

Plaintiff: FNA JERSEY LIEN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: WATERTROL, INC., PNC BANK

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO UNITED TRUST BANK, AS SE-
CURED PARTY, RICHARD TOLSON, ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, BAC ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT
COUNCIL OF NEW JERSEY, TRUSTEES OF
THE INTERNATIONAL MASONRY INSTITUTE,
TRUSTEES OF THE BRICKLAYERS & TROWEL
TRADES INTERNATIONAL PENSION FUND,
TRUSTEES OF THE NEW JERSEY BM&P AP-
PRENTICE AND EDUCATION FUND, TRUST-
EES OF THE NEW JERSEY BAC HEALTH
FUND, TRUSTEES OF THE BAC LOCAL 4
PENSION & ANNUITY FUND, R&R SCAFFOLD-
ING LTD, ELDERHORST BELLS INC, ANGELS
PAVING AND CONCRETE, SCHENCK PRICE
SMITH & KING LLP, ACCURATE CONSTRUC-
TION APPRUZZESE MCDERMOTT MAESTRO
& MURPHY PC, FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COM-
PANY OF MARYLAND, FULL SCALE CON-
TRACTING INC, 2600 ASSOCIATION INC,
GUARDIAN FENCE CO INC, ALLIED FIRE &
SAFETY EQUIPMENT, REPUBLIC SERVICES
OF NJ LLC D/B/A MIDCO WASTE SYSTEMS,
NJ MANUFACTURERS INC CO, EASTERN
ESSENTIAL SERVICES, RICCARDI BROS INC.,
JMK AUTO SALES INC., BAYWAY LUMBER,
NEW JERSEY BUILDINGS LABORERS STATE-
WIDE BENEFI

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/13/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Thirty-Six Thou-
sand Five Hundred Thirteen and 28/100***
$36,513.28.

Property Description:
BEING Block 6503, Lot 2, on the tax map of the

Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
COMMONLY known as 2480 Plainfield Av-

enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Lot Dimensions: 75x195
Nearest Cross Street: Plainfield Avenue and

Lane Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Forty-Two Thousand Eight

Hundred Sixty and 30/100*** $42,860.30 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ANTHONY L. VELASQUEZ, ESQ.
103 LAKE AVENUE
HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY 08610
(609) 273-2630
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $216.24

The 1921-22 Westfield High boys basketball team, which went 4-12, poses for a
photo outside the old high school on Elm Street. Kneeling (from left): Howard
Johnson, captain Dave Schneider, Dick Magner; standing: Ed Smaidginnis,
coach Bill Howe, superintendent of schools Charles Philhower, principal Frank
Neubauer, Charles Wilson. Not in picture: Elmer Chattin, Bob Darby, Ethan
Hescock, Bob Meigs and Bill Pfaff.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005160

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-22875-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-11

VS.
Defendant: JOHN MORMILE; LORRAINE

MORMILE; WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Sale Date: 02/03/2016
Writ of Execution: 05/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Fifty Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Four and
45/100*** $750,624.45.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 46, Block 3506.
COMMONLY known as 235 Benson Place,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

115 feet wide by 119 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the north-

easterly side of Benson Place and northwesterly
side of Saint Marks Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Five Thousand
Five Hundred Eighteen and 84/100***
$805,518.84 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004808

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-62265-09

Plaintiff: LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST

VS.
Defendant: STEFAN PUZYK FULCO UIC.,

BROWN BARK I, L.P. ET ALS.
Sale Date: 01/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/06/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Seven and 67/100***
$499,007.67.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1270 WOOD VALLEY
ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8 in Block No. 16.N
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 000.358 AC
Nearest Cross Street: CREED BED ROAD
BEGINNING at a point in the northwesterly

line of Wood Valley Road, where the same is
intersected by thc division line between Lots 11
and 12, as shown on the aforementioned Map
Number 444-E, which point is distant 100.00 feet
northeasterly from the corner formed by the
intersection of the northwesterly line of Wood
Valley Road with the northeasterly line of Creed
Bed Road, if both were prodced to a point, from
thence running.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF August 28, 2015: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fourteen Thou-

sand Three Hundred Seven and 53/100***
$514,307.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/17/15, 12/24/15, 12/31/15
& 01/07/16 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051850-09

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR CMLTI 2006-WF2

VS.
Defendant: VITO SCORCIA; ISABELLA

MIRANDA; FRAN SCORCIA; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY

Sale Date: 02/03/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/22/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Four
and 61/100*** $586,744.61.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 11, Block 2818.
Commonly known as 105 Marion Avenue,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 60

feet wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the north-

easterly side of Marion Avenue, 65 feet from the
southeasterly side of West Broad Street.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Sixteen and 17/100***
$619,916.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $185.64
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

WILLIAMS SINKS 22 PTS, O’BRIEN NETS 13, BATTLE 11

Lady Raiders Rally by Sparta
In Benovegno Tourney, 54-50

LEONARD 12 PTs; SMITH, SCHETELICH, REMLEY 11 EA.

Cougars Fall to West Orange
In Cougar Classic Hoops, 71-59

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

West Orange put on a stunning
shooting clinic in their 71-59 victory
over the Cranford High School boys
basketball team on December 29 in
the final of the Cougar Classic held at
Martin Gymnasium in Cranford. The
Mountaineers drained 13 three-point
baskets on their way to building a 23-

point lead as they upped their season
record to a perfect 4-0. Patrick
Jamison scored 18 points for the visi-
tors, all on 3-pointers, while Jeremiah
Moore added 16 points and 10 re-
bounds. Doug Hughes chipped in 15
points, including three 3-pointers.

Cranford, no slouch when it comes
to long-range gunnery, sank nine 3-
pointers of its own but was no match

for the early onslaught of threes that
rained down upon them.

“They (West Orange) are an excel-
lent shooting team,” said Cranford Head
Coach Ryan Huber. “I mean, we had
them down as hitting 13 of 20 from
three point range. It is very hard to beat
a team that is having that kind of suc-
cess from the outside. That is about as

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team rallied
from a nine-point, third quarter deficit
to defeat Sparta, 54-50, in the consola-
tion game of the Keith Benovengo
Memorial Tournament held on De-

cember 30 in Scotch Plains. Trailing,
27-28, with five minutes remaining in
the third quarter, senior Amani Will-
iams scored eight of her game-high 22
points during a an 11-0 burst that
boosted the Raiders to a 39-37 lead
entering the fourth quarter.

“Amani is the ultimate competi-
tor,” said Raider Head Coach Ryan
McKenna. “She will do whatever is
needed for us to win and even better
than that is she seems to know just
when to take a game over. She has
great ball skills and we were strug-
gling a bit, which is when we needed
her to assert herself and she did just
that.”

Williams, a transfer from the Patrick
School, helped jumpstart a sluggish
Raider offense by driving to the bas-
ket whenever the Sparta defense de-
nied the first option. Williams, who
also had three steals and three assists,
scored five baskets in a row to stake
the Raiders to a 45-42 advantage with
5:47 left in the game. Still Scotch
Plains-Fanwood needed more than
just Williams to defeat a stubborn
Spartan squad that had yet to win a
game this season. Fueled by some
great shooting from Paige Smith (15
points), Sparta kept pace with the
Raiders throughout a first half that
saw 17 lead changes.

With the game still up for grabs in
the final moments, the Raiders got
big contributions from senior forward
Micaiah Battle and sophomore guard
Brianna O’Brien to seal the victory.
Sparta surged to a 50-46 lead with
just a 1:30 to play. Then Battle cut the

deficit to two at 50-48 on a drive to
the basket with 1:22 on the clock.

After a defensive stop, the Raiders
came back down and took the lead
when O’Brien pulled up and drained
a three-point basket with: 59 remain-
ing. The Raiders again stopped Sparta
on the opposite end of the floor, forc-

ing the Spartans to foul Battle with
just 15 seconds left. Battle calmly
went to the free throw line and
knocked down a pair to increase the
lead to 53-50.

Sparta’s Gretchen Bowie was un-
able to finish a lay-up leaving Battle
to clean up the rebound. Battle then
finished things off by converting a
free throw with six seconds left.

“Our defense definitely got us back
in this one,” said Battle who finished
with 11 points. “They (Sparta) were
in our heads early. They were a hard-
nosed team and determined to win. In
the second half, we did a better job on
defense and on the boards. Brianna’s
three point shot was a big one for us.
From there we were able to lock down
on defense and convert our free throws
for the win.”

O’Brien, who finished with 13
points, kept the Raiders in the game
early scoring eight points in the first
quarter, including the team’s first six
points. Sophomore forward Nya
Downing (4 steals) had six points and
six rebounds and a titanic blocked
shot for the Raiders.

The victory moved Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to 2-1 on the season. The
Raiders lost in the tournament opener,
54-36, against Watchung Hills.
Watchung Hills would go on to lose
to Somerville in the championship
game. Sparta dropped to 0-4 on the
season.

“We are where we are today,” said
McKenna. “We are a new team, with
a new coach, trying to learn a new
system. It will take us a while before
we really click. But these girls refuse
to quit. They really took it personally
at half time that we were being out
rebounded. You like to see that from

your players.”
Sparta 11 22   4 13 50
Sc Pl-Fanwood 12 14 13 15 54

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004964

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025908-13

Plaintiff: PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: ROBERT J. LAMBERTSON;

LINDA LAMBERTSON; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/01/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Twenty-Nine and 49/
100*** $221,029.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of FANWOOD, in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 21 ELM AVENUE,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 7, in Block No. 49.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 177 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: Situate NORTH AV-

ENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 3RD QTR TAXES OPEN, $3,457.20 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 08/
01/2015)

B. SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MU-
NICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES

C. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Twenty-Nine and 49/100***
$221,029.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-33313-07

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF
CITIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST INC
2007-AHL2 ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-AHL2

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH J. WICHOSKI, KEN-

NETH WICHOSKI
Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Two
and 35/100*** $482,542.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 532 CUMBERLAND
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 19 BLOCK 2706
Dimensions of Lot: 54 feet wide by 157 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: OSBORN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty-Two

Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/
100*** $582,878.13 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004887

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012391-14

Plaintiff: SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY,
INC.

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE H SEIFERT, MONICA

A. SEIFERT, UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS,
OVERLOOK HOSPITAL AND UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty-
Five Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Six and
87/100*** $665,226.87.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 5 Frances
Lane

Block 12101, Lot 4.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): .921AC
Nearest Cross Street: Cooper Road
Subject to: 0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Two Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Seven and 52/100***
$682,967.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856)858-7080
4 T - 12/24/15, 12/31/15, 01/07/16
& 01/14/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021138-12

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: MOHAMED BOTO; KARINA

BOTO; MRS. MOHAMED BOTO, WIFE OF
MOHAMED BOTO

Sale Date: 02/03/2015
Writ of Execution: 07/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Five Thousand Six Hundred Nineteen and 06/
100*** $305,619.06.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 28, Block 4004.
Commonly known as 259 Windsor Avenue,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090-1527.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 27

feet wide by 126.34 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

westerly side of Windsor Avenue, 413 feet from
the Northeasterly side of Ripley Place.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-Nine and 37/
100*** $327,949.37 together with lawful interest
and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $183.60

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HER MOVE TO THE BASKET...Raider Amani Williams, No. 11, makes her move to the basket in the Keith
Benovegno Memorial Tournament in Scotch Plains on December 30. The Raiders came from behind to win 54-50.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A MOUNTAINEER...Cougar Sean Leonard, No. 23, guards a West Orange Mountaineer during the Cougar
Classic championship game on December 29. The Mountaineers banged them in from 3-point range to win 71-59.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Cougars Fall to West Orange
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

good as it gets. The thing is that they
had a lot of players capable of hitting
from the outside. They had four guys
hit multiple threes during the game. It is
hard to defend against that.”

West Orange was not only deadly
from behind the arc but they also
were proficient from all spots beyond
the three-point line. Hughes for ex-
ample, spotted up for no less than
three 3-point bombs from the same
right baseline corner in the first half.
Point guard Jamison, named Tourna-
ment MVP, did most of his damage
off the dribble on pull up three point-
ers from the top of the key. This kind
of versatility made it difficult for
Cranford players to focus on any par-
ticular player or spot on the floor.

“They were big and fast and they
shot the lights out from beyond the
three point line,” said Cranford se-
nior Mike Smith. “If they shoot 50
percent today from long range then
we are even but they never cooled off.
We always felt like we could come
back and fortunately in the second
half we began to move the ball better
and we started to get rolling.”

Cranford came out of the first quar-
ter down 23-14 thanks to five 3-point
baskets by the Mountaineers. After
chipping away at the lead, Cranford
pulled to within two at 29-27 after a
Jack Schetelich lay-up with 4:06 re-
maining in the half. But back-to-back

three pointers by Hughes ignited a
12-0 West Orange run that closed out
the half with the Mountaineers ahead
41-29.

To say that West Orange was noth-
ing more than a three point shooting
juggernaut would be unfair. The
Mountaineers have a lot of height,
quickness and athleticism on their
roster and they can go nine players
deep. It was just that on this day the
three point shot was their weapon of
choice.

West Orange scored four of their
first five baskets of the second half on
three point shots and extended to a
52-34 lead less than three minutes
into the third quarter. It would get
worse. When Nashiem Harte drained
yet another three, the Mountaineers
had built a 68-45 lead with just over
six minutes left in the game.

With the game seemingly out of
reach Cranford mounted a furious
rally fueled by a pair of three point
baskets by Smith and tough inside
baskets from Hunter Remley and
Schetelich. Incredibly, the Cougars
had pulled to within 11 at 68-57 with
two minutes remaining.

“We tried to battle back and really
the kids never quit, which you like to
see,” said Huber. “We got it down to
a point where we were close enough
to pull within single digits in the final
two minutes and still have a chance to
make something of it but we had a
couple of good looks at three pointers
rattle out. Had we made them it could
have been a very interesting finish.”

But West Orange sealed the deal
when Hughes scored on a lay-up with
1:53 to play and Jeremiah Moore
converted a free throw with: 45 left to
keep Cranford out of reach.

Sean Leonard led all Cranford scor-
ers with 12 points. Smith, Schetelich
and Hunter Remley all chipped in
with 11 points each for the Cougars
who fell to 2-2. Smith and Schetelich
were named to the All Tournament
team, along with Mountaineers
Jamison and Moore.
West Orange 23 18 23   7 71
Cranford 14 15 16 14 59

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-027444-15
FILE NO. 62239-9
FILED: 12/31/15

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACEAND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

CITY OF ELIZABETH, A MU-
NICIPAL CORPORATION OF
NEW JERSEY, PLAINTIFF(S)
VS. THE LITTLE ROCK MIS-
SION CHURCH; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; FRANCES
VELLA ONORATO, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST,
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, THE LITTLE ROCK
MISSION CHURCH; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; FRANCES VELLA ONORATO,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTERST; that plaintiff has
produced before this court tax sale certifi-
cate #09-00148, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated June 11, 2010,
and is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on July 13, 2010, in Book 12934 of
Mortgages, page 521, as instrument
#512958, which covers Block 7, Lot 48.
Said certificate has been marked Exhibit
P-1 on the part of the plaintiff. More than
two years have elapsed since the sale of
said lands by the City of Elizabeth, and the
lands have not been redeemed from the
tax sale; that plaintiff has produced before
this court its Certification showing that there
is due on said tax sale certificate, together
with subsequent taxes and interest, the
sum of $33,806.78 as of November 15,
2015; and

IT IS on this 31st day of December,
2015, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that
the amount required to redeem the pre-
mises referred to in the aforementioned
tax sale certificate is the sum of $33,806.78,
which includes the amount due on said tax
sale certificate, subsequent taxes and in-
terest as of November 15, 2015, together
with costs duly taxed in the sum of
$1,297.29. An exact redemption amount
must be obtained from the municipal tax
collector; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the

16th day of February, 2016, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth,
50 Winfield Scott Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey, be and the same is hereby fixed as
the time and place for the redemption of
the said lands as described in the com-
plaint and making up the premises con-
cerning which the complaint is filed, and
that thereupon the defendant who redeems
shall be entitled to the certificate of tax sale
duly endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in the Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE – KAB
032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $108.63

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-024283-15
FILE NO. 20381-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

COUNTRY CLASSICS DE-
VELOPMENT COMPANY
LLC, PLAINTIFF VS. LEE
DOUGLAS; LORETTA DOU-
GLAS, HIS WIFE; CITY OF
PLAINFIELD; US BANK CUS-
TODIAN FOR TLCF 2012A,
LLC; FATIMAH H WILSON;
MARITZA LEON; LAWRENCE
LEON; UNION CO BD SOCIAL
SERVS; PATRICK
CANTALUPO; ELIZABETH
CANTALUPO; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: MARITZA LEON; LAWRENCE
LEON;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 22, 2015, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 5, 2016 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 07 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of  PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11-279 is
$17,325.66, together with interest from
November 30, 2015  and costs of
$1,293.38.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Zoning Board of Adjustment, Town-
ship of Cranford, County of Union, New
Jersey has scheduled the reorganization
meeting on Monday, January 11, 2015 at
7:30 p.m. in Room 107 of the Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey with the following agenda:

1. Swearing in of Members
2. Election of Officers
3. Appointment of Board Attorney
4. Appointment of Scribe
5. Designation of Official Newspapers
6. Time Schedule of Meetings
7. Communications
8. Resolutions of Memorialization
9. Minutes
10. Old/New Business

PUBLIC MEETING
ROOM 107 - 8:15 P.M.

1. Statement of compliance with the Open
Public Meetings Act.

2. Roll Call
3. Application #ZBA-15-026: 310 Cen-

tennial Avenue, LLC, Applicant, 310
Centennial Avenue, Block 525, Lot 5,
VC Zone

Site plan approval to permit construction
of a new mixed-use building with the fol-
lowing variances: to exceed the maximum
allowable height and number of stories
(§136-30 Schedule 1, Attachment 1) and
NJSA40:55D-70(1); less than the mini-
mum required area for a parking space
(§136-23.6(3)[a][1]; tree island breaks not
provided (§136-23.6(8)[c]; granite block
curbing not provided (§136-23.6(8)[g];
loading/unloading zone not provided
(§136-23.6(12); less than the minimum
required front yard setback (§136-30
Schedule 1 Attachment 1 (front yard set-
back); less than the minimum required
rear yard setback (§136-30 Schedule 1
Attachment 1 (rear yard setback); less
than the minimum required number of on-
site parking spaces provided (§136-39A(1)
(parking schedule 1); and less than the
minimum required distance from a resi-
dential zone for parking (§136-23.6(3)(a).

4. PUBLIC PORTION - Any interested
party may appear at said hearing and
participate therein in accordance with the
rules of the Zoning Board.

COPIES OF THE MINUTES OF THE
MEETING ARE AVAILABLE AFTER
ADOPTION BY THE BOARD UPON WRIT-
TEN REQUEST SUBMITTED TO THE
TOWNSHIP CLERK, 8 SPRINGFIELD
AVENUE, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
07016 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
OPRA ACT.
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

2016 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL SECOND & FOURTH TUESDAY-7:15 PM
Except November 2016 3rd & 5th Tuesday

2016 Council Meeting Schedule
Jan 12 & 26 Feb 9 & 23 March 8 & 22
April 12 & 26 May 10 & 24 June 14 & 28
July 12 & 26 Aug 9 & 23 Sept 13 & 27
Oct 11 & 25 Nov 15 & 29 (3rd & 5th Tuesday) Dec 13 & 27

Workshop  meetings commence at 7:00 p.m. same evening, preceding the Regular
Council Meeting.  Executive Sessions may be held at any meeting listed.

Formal action may be taken at any meeting listed.

LIBRARY BOARD FIRST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 8:00 PM
Except January and September are 2nd Wednesday
Held at Garwood Public Library – 411 Third Avenue
No Meetings in July and August 2016

BOARD OF HEALTH 1/20, 3/16, 6/15, 9/21 and 11/16/2016 - 6:00 PM

RECREATION COMMISSION THIRD MONDAY EACH MONTH - 7:00 PM
Held at Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex -
140 Myrtle Avenue

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE
THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH – 7:00 PM
No Meetings in July and August 2016

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
THURSDAY AS FOLLOWS AT – 7:00 PM
1/21, 2/18, 3/24, 5/19 and 6/16/2016

All above meetings listed will be held at the prevailing time or as soon thereafter as
possible in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey unless
otherwise specified.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSTITUTES THE
AUTHORITY AS THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION VOTERS OF WESTFIELD

ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

PERSONS UNABLE TO VOTE AT THE POLLING PLACE DUE TO PERMANENT OR
TEMPORARY PHYSICAL DISABILITY MAY REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT AP-
PLICATION BY TELEPHONING THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AT (908) 527-
4996. THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS MAY BE CONTACTED FOR
INFORMATION REGARDING POLLING PLACE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSISTANCE
TO THE VOTERS WHO CHOOSE TO VOTE AT THE POLLING PLACE ON ELECTION
DAY. THE TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (908) 527-4123.

PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE “VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE
ELDERLY AND THE HANDICAPPED ACT OF 1984” A TELECOMMUNICATIONS
DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) IS

MAINTAINED AT THE ELECTION DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, TRENTON,
NJ. PERSONS WISHING TO UTILIZE THIS SERVICE TO OBTAIN GENERAL VOTER
INFORMATION, MAY DO SO BY DIALING 1-800-292-0039.
COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

NOTICE
ON JANUARY 26 THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION IN THE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF PUBLIC QUESTIONS. PURSUANT
TO N.J.S.A. 19:7-2, PROPONENT OR OPPONENTS OF SUCH PUBLIC QUESTIONS
MAY MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF CHALLENGERS. TWO (2)
CHALLENGERS ARE PERMITTED TO REPRESENT SUCH PROPONENTS OR OP-
PONENTS

REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE IN WRITING TO THE:

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
271 NORTH BROAD STREET
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208

REQUEST MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 12 2016.

THE REQUEST MUST INCLUDE THE NAME AND ADDRESSES AND THE AS-
SIGNED DISTRICT OF THE CHALLENGERS, PERMITS ARE NON-TRANSFERABLE.
CHALLENGERS MUST BE A REGISTERED VOTER IN UNION COUNTY.

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $63.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Stickel, Koenig,
Sullivan & Drill, 571 Pompton Avenue,
Verona, New Jersey 07044

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
conjunction with the services provided by
Jonathan Drill, Esq. in his capacity as
special affordable housing counsel

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: not to exceed $40,000 with
this expenditure charged to the Legal Ac-
count.

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and State
Programs, the Review Report on the Town
of Westfield Deferred Compensation Plan,
and preparation of the Market Disclosure
Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: Amount of.$71,600.00 with
this expenditure charged to Administra-
tion Account.

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation or-
ganizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: $33,000 with this expendi-
ture charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, PA,
Somerset Hills Corporate Center, 28
Independence Boulevard, Liberty Cor-
ner, New Jersey 07938.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
conjunction with the services provided by
Frederick T. Danser III, Esq. in his capacity
as labor counsel to provide legal services
to the Town of Westfield for labor, employ-
ment, and personnel matters and related
litigation.

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $50,000 with
this expenditure charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Russell M. Finestein,
Esq., 6 Commerce Drive, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
general legal counsel in furtherance of the
ordinary duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: $51,500 with this expendi-
ture charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Finestein & Malloy,
LLC, 6 Commerce Drive, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
render legal services in furtherance of the
extraordinary duties of the Town Attorney
for the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: January 1, 2016 through
December 31, 2016

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $130,000 with
this expenditure charged to Legal Account.

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CON-
TRACTS FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN
THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $75.48

HOLIDAY HOOPS CHAMPS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Charlie
Levine, Ryan Widman, Sean Ryan and Will Brady; back row, Josh Widman –
Coach, Byron Shipman, Justin Fletcher, Justin Guy, Bryant Cadet, Shane
Murphy, John Lusk – Head Coach, Robert Fletcher – Coach. (Not pictured is
teammate Ryan Lusk).

The Scotch Plains PAL 8th Grade
Basketball Team defeated
Flemington, 49-43, to win the 8th

Grade A Division of the 2015
Readington Holiday Tournament. To
make it to the championship Scotch
Plains defeated Hopewell Valley and
Hillsborough. Charlie Levine was
voted tournament MVP and Byron
Shipman was voted Mr. Hustle.

Scotch Plains PAL 8th Grade Boys Win
Readington Holiday Hoops Tourney

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board, Township of
Cranford, County of Union, New Jersey
has scheduled the reorganization meeting
on Wednesday, January 20, 2015 at 7:30
p.m. in Room 108 of the Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey. Formal action may be taken.

1. Statement of compliance with the Open
Public Meetings Act

2. Roll Call
3. Swearing in of Members
4. Election of Officers
5. Appointment of Board Attorney
6. Appointment of Scribe
7. Appointment of Planning Consultant
8. Designation of Official Newspapers
9. Time Schedule of Meetings
10. Adoption of By-Laws
11. Communications
12. Resolutions of Memorialization
13. Minutes
14. Old/New Business
15. Discussion: Goals and Objectives

for year 2016
16. PUBLIC PORTION - Any interested

party may appear at said hearing and
participate therein in accordance with the
rules of the Planning Board.

COPIES OF THE MINUTES OF THE
MEETING ARE AVAILABLE AFTER
ADOPTION BY THE BOARD UPON WRIT-
TEN REQUEST TO THE TOWNSHIP
CLERK, 8 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE,
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016 IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPRA ACT.
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023, for
a Person-to-Person transfer to Oh’ Brian’s
Pour House trading as Oh’ Brian’s Pour
House at 200 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023 of the Plenary Retail
Consumption License #2005-33-004-009
heretofore issued to Wanchie, LLC trading
as, Oh’ Brian’s Pour House at 200 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

The person who holds an interest in this
license is:

Sean Flannery
1111 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
R.M.C., Fanwood Borough Clerk, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023.

Oh’ Brian’s Pour House
200 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
2 T - 01/07/16 &
01/14/16, The Times Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATES 2016

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-
8D (Open Public Meetings Act), the
Westfield Planning Board wishes to ad-
vise the public of its meeting dates.  Meet-
ings, at which formal action will be taken,
will be held on the following dates at 7:30
p.m. in Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey.

January 6, 2016 August 1, 2016
February 1, 2016 September 7, 2016
March 7, 2016 October 5, 2016
April 4, 2016 November 7, 2016
May 2, 2016 December 5, 2016
June 6, 2016 January 4, 2017
July 6, 2016 February 6, 2017

The Board may also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

As necessary, the Site Plan Review
Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the
above dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth,
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, December 29, Kelly McCann,

48, of Scotch Plains was arrested at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant with bail set at
$500. McCann was transported and com-
mitted to the Union County jail as a result
of being unable to post the full bail amount.

Wednesday, December 30, Edward
Bergin, 18, of Garwood and a 17-year-old
male Clark resident were arrested pursu-
ant to an investigation on the 100 block of
St. Paul Street during a motor vehicle stop.
Both individuals were charged with pos-
session of a weapon for unlawful purpose;
unlawful possession of a weapon; aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon and
unlawful taking of a motor vehicle. Ac-
cording to police, the pair had been firing
Airsoft guns from a motor vehicle. There
were no reports of injuries. Bergin was
transported and committed to the Union
County jail as a result of being unable to
post the full bail amount of $50,000, with
no 10-percent cash option. The juvenile
was mandated to be sent to the Union
County Juvenile Detention Center.

Thursday, December 31, David Brown,
49, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant in
the amount of $1,500. Brown was trans-
ported to the Union County jail after not
being able to post the full bail amount.

Saturday, January 2, Abesain Horta, 40,
of Westfield was arrested on the 300 block
of East South Avenue on a Newark criminal
warrant, with bail of $1,500, pursuant to a
field investigation. Horta was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, January 2, a residence on the
900 block of Brown Avenue was burglar-
ized that day between 12:30 and 8:17 p.m.
One or more suspects gained entry by
forcing in the front door of the residence.
At the time of the report an unknown
amount of jewelry and cash was reported
stolen.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-022458-15
FILE NO. 20372-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

AMACO, PLAINTIFF VS. KTL
IV, LLC; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: KTL IV, LLC;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on December 30, 2015, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 16, 2016 be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of LINDEN, located at 301
NORTH WOOD AVENUE, LINDEN, NEW
JERSEY 07036 as the time and place
when and where you may pay to the plain-
tiff the amount so found due for principal
and interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 8 ADTL LOTS: 52, 2543, 2544
BLOCK 154 on the tax duplicate of  LIN-
DEN. Total amount required to redeem tax
sale certificate no. 11-00086 is $35,858.09,
together with interest from November 30,
2015 and costs of $1,175.18.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2016

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2016 in the Program
Room or Technical Services Department
of the Westfield Memorial Library, 550
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Thursdays, unless otherwise
noted.

January 28, 2016 Thursday
February 25, 2016 Thursday
March 24, 2016 Thursday
April 28, 2016 Thursday
May 26, 2016 Thursday
June 23, 2016 Thursday
September 22, 2016 Thursday
October 27, 2016 Thursday
November 17, 2016 Thursday
December 15, 2016 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $30.60

FANWOOD
Monday, December 28, it was reported

that a locked motor vehicle in a rear park-
ing lot on South Avenue was broken into.
When the victim returned to her vehicle
she noticed a window smashed out. An
unknown person removed some clothing
and a bag. The value taken is $115.

Wednesday, December 30, police re-
sponded to the area of the 100 block of
Hunter Avenue on a report of a suspi-
cious person in the area. Upon arrival, the
officers located the victim’s unlocked
parked motor vehicle, which had been
entered. A wallet and some money was
missing. The officers checked the area for
the suspect with negative results.

Friday, January 1, James Kendall, 24, of
New Brunswick was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. While speak-
ing with the driver police could detect a
strong odor of an alcoholic beverage com-
ing from the vehicle. The driver was asked
to exit the vehicle to perform some field
sobriety exams, which he was unable to
complete, authorities said. Kendall was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible person.

Friday, January 1, Steven Wilson, 32,
of New York was arrested on an active
warrant out of Roselle Park following a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, January 2, Antione Thomas,
28, of Somerset was arrested on an active
warrant out of East Orange following a
motor vehicle stop. The driver was pro-
cessed and released by the East Orange
Municipal Court.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, December 21, a Rivervale

Court resident reported the theft of a
package. The resident stated that some-
time between December 18 and Decem-
ber 21 someone had stolen three pack-
ages from the front porch. The empty
boxes were found close to the residence.

Tuesday, December 22, a burglary was
reported at a Country Club Lane apart-
ment. The resident stated that someone
had entered the apartment through a bed-
room window and stolen numerous items
from within the bedroom. There currently
are no suspects and the incident remains
under investigation.

Friday, December 25, a Tree View
Circle resident reported that between
4:30 and 8:30 p.m. someone had entered
an unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in the driveway, and stolen nu-
merous personal items.

Saturday, December 27, a Cleveland
Avenue resident reported that sometime
between December 23 and December 24
someone had entered an unlocked motor
vehicle and stolen personal items.
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Blue Devils Nip Lakewood in Boys Hoops, 48-47
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Del Val Terriers Dash Past Raider Matmen, 65-12
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The Raiders won the first two bouts
against the Terriers to grab a 12-0
team lead. Beginning at 170-lbs,
Brandon Miguelino clamped Pernell
Louis-Pierre with a cradle in 3:05
then Sam Wustefeld jumped up a
class to face Matt Meehan at 182-lbs
and chalked up three takedowns, an
escape and a three-point nearfall be-
fore pinning him in 5:09 using a
Merkel maneuver.

“I had a few takedowns. I think I
was stronger on my feet than he was.
I worked hard on top, let him up a
few times and took him down, turned
him at the end and got the pin,”
Wustefeld said. “It was a shot, re-
shot. He turned a little bit and I
caught him on his back.”

“He came back off another injury.
He has been a tremendous asset for
us on this team. His work ethic, skill!
It’s something that all the guys on
our team can look at and strive to

get,” Coach Fabiano said. “He’s cool
and under control. It’s nice to see him
on the mat.”

As a freshman last year, Wustefeld
competed at 152-lbs, but the jump up
in weight classes did not seem to
phase him.

“I jumped from (1)52 to (1)70, so
it’s 18 pounds. Gained an inch or two,
nothing big. I did a lot of weight
room stuff and muscle and strength
training. This spot fits me and fits the
team as well. Coming up a weight
class today wasn’t that tough. I was
helping the team. It was just another
match,” Wustefeld said.

Wustefeld was also a cool cus-
tomer when he placed third at the
Goles Tournament.

“Personally, I don’t think it was my
best performance. I should have been
in the finals I felt. It was a few match-
ups against some kids I’ve never seen
before. It worked out well for me,”

Wustefeld said.
The Terriers took over from there

when Kyle Schlittler recorded a 5:48
fall over Jaylen Bryant at 195-lbs.
Bryant did, however, take some deep
shots on takedowns but was caught
out of position and it cost him points.

“He’s got a great double-leg. We
just got to keep working on his posi-
tioning and getting him a little lower
then nobody is going to be stopping
that,” Coach Fabiano said. “It’s early
in the season. We are still tweaking it.
He’s got the motor. He’s got the men-
tal attitude.”

Zach LaDuca received a forfeit at
220-lbs to knot the team score then
Ethan Kendzulak pinned Raider
heavyweight Bob Mount in 56 sec-

onds. At 106-lbs, Dylan Uderman
amassed a number of nearfalls before
recording a 15-0 technical fall in 3:29
over Raider Mike Fleck then Terrier
AJ DaRosa cradled Justin Sidebotton
to sleep in 4:47 at 113-lbs to up the
team score to 29-12.

At 120-lbs, Vito Intilli stacked Jer-
emy Lenert in 51 seconds then Ter-
rier Kyle Refalvy recorded a takedown
to a nearfall, three escapes and two
penalty points to decision Nadim
Korkmaz, 10-3, at 126-lbs. At 132-
lbs, Raider Jashmar Phillippe re-
corded five takedowns but came up
short, 13-10, to Jake Moore. At 138-
lbs, Terrier Matt Kolonia caught
Guilliame Hardin with a Peterson roll
in 4:25.

The team score rose to 53-12 when
Rhys Zigish pinned Alex Oslislo in
2:21 with a tight waist stack at 145-
lbs. Sean Lessig also stacked Josh
Hammond in 3:16 at 152-lbs then
Nick Zehnbauer concluded the
match abruptly with a 15 second pin
at 160-lbs.

need to come clutch, That tough de-
fense at the end was what won us the
game. It wasn’t our offense. We weren’t
making shots. Couple of good steals
here, a couple of smart plays and we
came out with the win,” Mele said.

“Mele got it and took the shot him-
self there. Before, that was Parker.
That’s the character of this group. We
never feel like we are out of it. We just
keep battling. These kids wanted to
win the game. We set up a play. We
took a chance. It didn’t happen. We
knew there was still time left. Our
goal was to set up, get a foul if we
didn’t get the steal. Luckily we got a
tip. And that’s what Nick Mele does
well,” Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said. “He’s great at that. It
doesn’t surprise me he made that
play.”

Barksdale was a menace to the Blue
Devils’ defense and finished with 18
points, three from 3-point range,
which helped Lakewood overcome
several deficits throughout the game.
The Blue Devils held a 10-6 lead
midway through the first quarter only
to trail, 16-14, entering the second
quarter. The Blue Devils pushed
ahead, 39-31, with 2:00 left in the
third quarter but Barksdale sank a
pair of 3-pointers then early in the
fourth, Lakewood scored the first five

points to knot the score at 42.
“I don’t think we were as prepared

as we should have been for this game.
Considering we were 5-0, we are
kind of high right now. I think we
need to simmer down. We let the lead
get away multiple times. That’s unac-
ceptable. No. 11 [Barksdale] couldn’t
miss,” Mele said. “Every time we
would pull away, our defense would
get excited. Open three! We need to
start capitalizing on our opportuni-
ties when we get leads.”

“There were times when we al-
lowed their pressure to get to us a
little bit. We talked about it at half-
time that’s where we shouldn’t be at
this point. We need to break their
initial traps. We would get some good
looks and did. It kind of pulled them
off a little bit. They have some good
players. The kid Barksdale made some
tough shots to get them back in,”
Coach Palmieri said.

Mele finished with six points, six
assists and eight rebounds and sev-
eral of his assists were distributed to
Matt LaCorte, who led the team with
16 points, including four from 3-
point range.

“Matt LaCorte is tremendous. I’ve
always said, him and Jelani Pierre,
whenever our captains aren’t playing
well, whenever the other guys aren’t

playing well, they come up clutch, so
Matt came very, very big,” Mele said.

Owen Murray also had eight re-
bounds and finished with 10 points,
four assists and two blocked shots.
Hess put up eight points, while Tim
Norris pulled five rebounds and added
four points, and Jeff Gagum contrib-
uted four points.

The third quarter was the most pro-
ductive for the Blue Devils, who
outscored Lakewood, 17-11, to carry
a 42-37 lead into the final quarter.
Most of the points came from LaCorte,
who sank three 3-pointers and added
a 2-pointer.

Amir Tyler finished with 11 points
for Lakewood, while Ryszon Barnes
netted 10 points and Kaseam Wilson
added eight points.

“I hope that they learned to listen to
the coach when the coach is calling a
play because I went with their idea on
the last play there then you see what
happened. All this experience they
are getting here, we hope, is going to
benefit us down the line when we get
to the counties, when we get to the
states when we are playing teams that
are very good. That was a good team
and all of this is just part of that
process,” Coach Palmieri said.
Westfield 14 11 17   6 48
Lakewood 16 10 11 10 47

SLAMFEST CHAMPS...The Westfield boys 6th grade travel A team were
second-time championship winners of the Wayne PAL Holiday Slamfest basket-
ball tournament in Wayne on December 30. The boys were undefeated in pool
play and beat Cranford, 61-38, in the championship game. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; David Schuster, David Link, Aidan Kearney, Walter Schwartz
and Sean Czarnecki; back row, Coach Mark Friedberg, Head Coach Chris
Walter, Jack Walter, Sean Logan, James Csorba, Steven Angeli, Darlington
Chenekan, Ryan Friedberg, Coach Janos Angeli and Coach John Schwartz.

JAM TOURNEY CHAMPS...The Westfield girls 6th grade travel team recently
won the Garden State Basketball New Years Hoop Jam Tournament. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Kalea Calugay, Chloe Kreusser, Avery Hoeft, Sara
Kaplan and Katie Palmer; second row, Chelsea Little, Trinity Koetje, Avery
Longstreet, Gillian Strout, Phoebe Chadowitz, Ava Pravlik and Grace Klag.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Borough Council of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, 1385 Route 22,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092, to trans-
fer to Stage House Tavern 3, LLC, Plenary
Retail Consumption License #2010-33-
005-005, issued by the Borough of
Mountainside to L’Affaire 22 doing busi-
ness as L’Affaire Catering at premises
known as 1099 Route 22 East,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

The persons that will hold an interest in
the license are:

Thomas Britt
23 Edgemere Drive
Matawan, New Jersey 07747

Eric Hambrecht
68 Meadow Avenue
Franklin Park, New Jersey 08823

who are sole members of Stage House
Tavern 3, LLC.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Martha Lopez,
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of
Mountainside, 1385 Route 22
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

Applicant
Stage House Tavern 3, LLC

366 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Applicant’s Attorney
Dan Crowe, Esq.

Schiller & Pittenger, P.C.
1771 Front Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
2 T - 12/31/15
& 01/07/16, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2016 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1

MONDAY, MARCH 7
MONDAY, APRIL 4
MONDAY, MAY 2
MONDAY, JUNE 6
MONDAY, JULY 11

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATES 2016

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates.  Meetings, at
which formal action may be taken, will be
held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey.

January 11, 2016 August 8, 2016
February 8, 2016 September 12, 2016
March 14, 2016 October 17, 2016
April 11, 2016 November 14, 2016
May 9, 2016 December 12, 2016
June 13, 2016 January 9, 2017
July 11, 2016 February 15, 2017

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
these dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session in which the
public may attend but may not participate.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE

January 11 at 5PM February 1
March 7 April 4
May 2 June 6
August 1 September 12 at 5PM
October  17 at 5PM November 7
December 5

*No meeting is scheduled during the
month of July*

The above listed meetings are sched-
uled for 5:30 PM, on the first Monday of the
month, except where otherwise indicated.
All meetings are scheduled to be held in
the Council Conference Room located on
the first floor of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Megan Avallone
Director

1 T - 1/7/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2016 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 25, 2016 between the hours of
5:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/7/16, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2016 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 25, 2016 between the hours of
8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/7/16, The Times Fee: $10.71

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING A TERRIER...Raider Brandon Miguelino, right, clamps Delaware Valley Terrier Pernell Louis-Pierre in a
cradle in his 170-lb bout. Miguelino recorded a fall in 3:05.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING PAST A PINER...Blue Devil Owen Murray, No. 15, drives around Lakewood Piner Amir Tyler, No. 5,  during
the Hoops for Troops games at Roselle Catholic High School on January 2.

Probitas Verus Honos

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2014
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Search
for homes
from your
cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

Exquisite 6 BR, 5-1/2 bath Colonial w/magnificent details. Lofty 2 story foyer, LR w/French
doors to front porch & French pocket doors to FR; Formal DR w/tray ceiling & butler’s pantry;
Fabulous Gourmet Center island EIK open to FR w/built-ins & fplc. 1st floor 6th BR/office w/
en-suite bath. Mud room w/custom storage cubbies; Generously sized BR’s; MBR w/sitting area
w/fplc. + luxurious bath; 2nd floor laundry; 3rd level BR w/en-suite bath & office space w/wet
bar.  Large, beautifully manicured property w/3 car garage, inside/outside entrance to bsm’t
and multi-level patio. For your comfort: a Whole House Generator, 3 zoned HVAC, multi-
source sound system, and Energy Star certified. Close to town & NYC transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 10th • 1-4 PM

403 Quantuck Lane, Westfield Offered at $1,719,000
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Union County College Names
Two Governors to the Bd.

CRANFORD – Sandra Fishinger
and Mr. Anthony Manger, Esq., were
appointed to Union’s prestigious
Board of Governors during its De-
cember 1 meeting. Both have been
active participants on the College’s
Foundation Board, which raises
nearly $1 million annually to provide
scholarships for students who need a
financial boost for tuition. And both
have created scholarships as a per-
manent legacy to their commitment
to Union’s students.

Ms. Fishinger of Rahway retired
from Union in July 2007 at the rank
of Senior Professor of English com-
pleting a 38 year teaching career. Ms.
Fishinger’s career began in the Union
County Technical Institute, which
merged with Union College, a junior
college, in 1982 to become the com-
prehensive community college it is
today. Ms. Fishinger taught courses
in contemporary, world, and Ameri-
can literature; public speaking; po-
etry; and composition/introduction
to literature. She also developed sev-
eral online courses and maintained
an informational website for students.

From 1992 to 1999, Ms. Fishinger
served as the Transfer Articulation
Director and was responsible for ef-
fectuating agreements with four-year
colleges and universities that would
allow the direct transfer of associate
degrees without the loss of credits.
She served as the Chairperson of the
Faculty from 1996-2000, and as a
member of the Educational Opportu-
nity Fund Advisory and Community
boards for more than 35 years.

Ms. Fishinger also has extensive
experience in community service,
currently serving as one of five com-
missioners on the Rahway Parking
Authority Board. She served on the
Board of Directors of Literacy Vol-
unteers of Union County from 2009-
2012, and served as vice president of
the board for one year. In 2008 she
was appointed to the Board of Trust-
ees of the Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway and in 2012
and 2014 was President of their Board
of Trustees. Finally, in May 2012,
Ms. Fishinger was the first retired
faculty member to serve on the Board
of Trustees of the Union County Col-
lege Foundation. She has two schol-
arships in her name—one for stu-
dents in the American Honors pro-
gram and the other for students in the
Educational Opportunity Fund.

Mr. Manger has spent more than
25 years of his law career focusing

his practice on the healthcare indus-
try and nonprofit institutions in New
Jersey, as well as in New York, Penn-
sylvania and Connecticut. Prior to
forming his own firm, he was the
head of the Health Care Group at
Norris, McLaughlin & Marcus, P.A.

Mr. Manger has handled some of
the largest mergers and acquisitions
in the health care industry in New
Jersey. He organized the state’s larg-
est malpractice insurer and has served
as legal counsel to a national associa-
tion of professional liability insurers.
He has vast experience in health care
regulatory, corporate and contract
matters, tax exemption, patient care,
and other health care issues.

His law degree is from Columbia
Law School and he has bar admis-
sions in New Jersey and the U.S.
District Court, District of New Jer-
sey. Mr. Manger has professional af-
filiations with the American Bar As-
sociation, New Jersey State Bar As-
sociation, American Institute of Cer-
tified Public Accountants, American
Health Lawyers Association, and the
Healthcare Financial Management
Association.

Mr. Manger has also served on
many nonprofit boards, including the
Montgomery Academy, which he
chaired for more than 10 years, the
New Ballet Company as Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer, The Commission
on Accreditation for Home Care as
President, and Faith in Housing as
President. He is the Vice Chair of the
Board of Trustees of the Union
County College Foundation and is a
member of the Board of Advisors for
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
Center of Excellence in Leadership,
Governance, and Philanthropy.

Last year, the John A. and Ruth
Davis Manger Scholarship became
endowed at the “Centurion”
($100,000 level) and generates
$5,000 annually, in perpetuity, for
student scholarships.

For more information about Union
County College, go to www.ucc.edu.

BACK TO HER ROOTS...On December 15, the Edison Intermediate School
(EIS) eighth grade chorus, along with the seventh and eighth grade EIS Broad-
way Singers, entertained kindergarten students and staff at Lincoln School.  Both
the morning and afternoon sessions were treated to holiday songs from these two
groups. Seventh grader Katherine Wistner is pictured with Lincoln School
principal, Mrs. Audrey Zavetz.  Katherine was a member of the first class (2008-
2009) to attend kindergarten at Lincoln.

Westfield Student
Graduate from UNC
WESTFIELD – Alexander Ross

Schaefer of Westfield graduated from
the University of North Carolina -
Asheville in December.

Mr. Ross Schaefer graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology,
Minor in Neuroscience, and received
Distinction in Psychology.

Perri Fleischman Named to
SUNY Oswego Deans' List

CLASS ACTS....Westfield High School announced that 11 students achieved
perfect scores in October on ACT standardized tests widely used for college
admission criteria. Westfield High School Principal, Peter Renwick (top left),
expressed his congratulations to these juniors and seniors for their top scores
(from left to right): Owen Bartok – English; Spencer Fishman – Mathematics;
Noah Reich – Science; Nicholas Youssef – Reading and Science; and William
Kelly – English; (first  row) Catherine King – English, Mathematics and Reading;
Raquel Levy – Reading; Mackail Liederman – Mathematics; Julia Myers –
Reading; and Natalia Zeller Maclean – English. Ryan Munley, who achieved a
perfect score in Writing, was unavailable for the photo.

OSWEGO, N.Y. – Perri E.
Fleischman of Scotch Plains, a sopho-
more human development major,
earned Deans' List recognition at
SUNY Oswego for fall 2015.

She was among students who re-
ceived a grade point average of 3.3
to 3.79 for the semester. Students on
the President's and Deans' lists rep-
resent the academic top 28.9 percent
of the Oswego student body.

Admission to SUNY Oswego is
competitive. U.S. Media Group

counts SUNY Oswego among the
top public regional universities in
the North for 2015, and the
Princeton Review includes Oswego
in its 2015 college guidebook "The
Best Northeastern Colleges," as
well as its latest list of "best value"
colleges and universities nation-
ally. Kiplinger's also named SUNY
Oswego a 2015 Best Value Col-
lege.

For more information, visit
www.oswego.edu.

Panel to Discuss Puberty
With Focus on Special Needs

WINNERS...Franklin School in Westfield recently won the Elementary School
Division title in the NJ 101.5 FM radio Christmas Choir Contest. Franklin's fifth
grade chorus sung "For the Winter" directed by music teacher Brent Geyer as
one of 14 finalists in the statewide competition. Their song was played on the radio
station as well as posted on the NJ 101.5 FM website with just 24 hours given to
collect votes. Franklin will receive the $1,000 cash prize for receiving the most
votes in the elementary school category.  Mr. Geyer said the prize will be put to
good use enhancing Franklin's music program. Pictured is the fifth grade chorus
performing during the school's winter concert.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Spe-
cial Education Community invites
the public for an evening of educa-
tion and insightful conversation on
Wednesday, January 13 at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Edison Intermediate School
Library, located at 800 Rahway Ave.
in Westfield.

Puberty is a time of growth and
change for all children. A child with
special needs will present unique chal-
lenges during this time of transition.
How can we give our children the
independence they crave while keep-
ing them safe?  How do we coach and
empower our children during this
time of physical, emotional, and so-

cial changes? This presentation will
provide guidance to parents, teach-
ers, and caregivers to aid children by
knowing what to expect and how to
support your child during this jour-
ney to independence. The role of
social media and emotional turmoil
will also be highlighted.

The Trio-Team of Michael Osit,
Nicole Osit Liebman, LPC, MA,
EdS., and Matthew Liebman bring a
combined knowledge of over 40 years
of experience and expertise in the
areas of consultation, assessment and
psychotherapy for children, adoles-
cents, families, couples and adults.
Mr. Osit has a strong media back-
ground and has authored numerous
award-winning books. Mr. and Ms.
Liebman bring expertise in the area
of CBT and DBT therapies for anxi-
ety and depression in a wide breadth
of clinical environments.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and advocates are in-
vited to attend. One-and-a-half cred-
its will be offered free of charge to
educators. Pre-registration is not re-
quired. For further information, visit:
www.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/
Westfield_Town_School_District/
Parents/specialedparents.

Summer Options to be
Discussed by PTC

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Gifted
Education Parent Teacher Commit-
tee will host a seminar on options for
for

Summer is a great time to recharge
and refresh after a busy school year.
It’s also the perfect time to explore
interests, develop leadership, and for
some students, getting started on col-
lege prep work. The seminar will
discuss various summer options and
present case studies to demonstrate
different ways that students have pro-
ductively used their summers.

There will be plenty of time to ask
questions and start thinking about
how to plan this summer. This semi-
nar is open to both students and par-
ents.

Presentations will be made by guest

speakers, Lisa Bleich, President, Col-
lege Bound Mentor and Author of
Surviving the College Application
Process, and Beth Cassie, Indepen-
dent Educational Consultant, College
Bound Mentor.

The seminar will take place on
Monday, January 11 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield High School Cafeteria
B. Please note that this is a change in
date from the district calendar.

For additional information please
contact Wenqin Feng at
wenqfeng@yahoo.com.

SP Native Achieves Dean's
List at Belmont University

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Meredith
Parker of Scotch Plains qualified for
the Fall 2015 Dean's List at Belmont
University. Eligibility is based on a
minimum course load of 12 hours
and a quality grade point average of
3.5 with no grade below a C.

Approximately 30 percent of
Belmont's 7,400 students qualified
for the Fall 2015 Dean's List. Belmont

Provost Dr. Thomas Burns said, "This
achievement for the fall semester in-
dicates that these students have placed
a high priority on their work at
Belmont and have invested time and
energy in their studies. It is our strong
belief that consistent application in
this manner will reap great benefits,
which will equip them for a lifetime
of learning and growing."

Sunday, January 10, 2016
Bridgewater Marriott, 700 Commons Way, Bridgewater 

Saturday, January 16, 2016
Quaker Bridge Mall, RT 1 N, Lawrenceville 

Sunday, January 17, 2016
The Grand Summit Hotel, 570 Springfield Avenue, Summit

Saturday, January 23, 2016
The Shops at Riverside, RT 4 W, Hackensack  

Sunday, January 24, 2016
Livingston Mall, 112 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston 

Saturday, January 30, 2016
Rockaway Townsquare Mall, 301 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rockaway 

All camp fairs will run from Noon to 3 p.m.

2016 NJ Summer
Camp Fairs

...Connecting Great
Kids with Great Camps

For More Information and Directions go to: www.NJCampFairs.com

Meet Camp Directors from All Kinds
of Summer Camps and Programs...

FREE
ADMISSION

Noon to 3pm

BRING THIS
AD FOR 

FREE GIFT!
One gift per family.

Limit first 100 families.

NJKIDSONLINE.COM

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Indoor Rowing Race
Planned for Weekend
WESTFIELD – Westfields first

indoor rowing race will be held on
Sunday, January 10 at 9 a.m. at
Washington Elementary School,
900 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield.

Registration is open to novice
through master rowers with a youth
category beginning at 12 years of
age. Beginners are encouraged and
will be taught basic rowing tech-
nique.

Register online at
www.regatacentral.com or race-day
entries can register at the school.

Resolution Row is first race of
its kind in the area and the first
for non-profit Westfield Indoor
Rowing LLC.  Rowers will com-
pete according to skill level and
will see their avatars race across
a big screen in real-time races
ranging from 1000 to 2000
meters. Prizes will be awarded to
first place finishers.

CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $95.

Call (908) 654-6091

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Furnished Office
Space available immediately. Elm
Street location. $800/mo. includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

ESTATE/MOVING SALE

Downsizing family selling high
quality/like new furniture and ac-
cessories. Hickory White dining
set, vintage clarinet, crystal,
kitchenware, bicycles, pocket-
books, sofas, bookcases, coffee
tables, wallhangings and more.

Jan 8-9, 9am-3pm
945 Minisink Way, Westfield

HOUSE CONTENTS SALE

1175 Wychwood Rd, Mountainside
Sat, Jan. 9, 2016, 11AM-4PM
Furniture, Pictures, Lamps, China,
Kitchen items.  Low prices;
everything must go!

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

520 Hillside Avenue
Sat 1/9 - Sun 1/10

10am - 3pm
Sofas, Chairs, Mirrors, Farm
Table, Beds, Dressers, Lamps,
Clothes, Costume Jewelry, Patio
Tables, Umbrella, Grill, Linens,
China, Waterford, Art, Piano,
Holiday Decorations, Schwinn
Exercise Bike, Washer, Garden
Tools, Ladder and More...
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Saturday, January 9 at 9 a.m. 

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

 Register online at WHschool.org             

Prepare for a global world in a global learning environment

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

    or contact us for a Personal Tour

  For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

Our Early Childhood Education program provides a 
nurturing learning environment and stimulates growth, 

independence and intellectual curiosity.

Admission Information Session:

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    goleader.com/classifieds

IT’S NOT TOO LATE

 TO RESOLVE:

TO USE 

LEADER/TIMES 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

IN 2016 TO

Buy • Sell • Exchange

Minimum Cost

Maximum Results

Westfielder Recognized With
Community Service Award

Teens Invited to Music and
Songwriting Competition

CELEBRATING THE SEASON...Twenty-one members of The Celebration
Singers of Cranford, led by Conductor and Artistic Director Brian Clissold,
performed holiday classics for the CJA (Central Jersey All-Stars Cheerleaders
and Gymnastics, Kenilworth) holiday party last on December 23 to conclude their
Holiday Season.  The Celebration Singers Holiday Concert, “Sounds of Peace &
Joy”, was performed at St. Michael’s Church in  Cranford. The Singers were also
invited to perform at various tree-lightings and local caroling events such as
Cranford Township’s Municipal Tree Lighting, as well as the Union County Tree
Lighting following an afternoon of caroling at the Watchung Reservation.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Star Wars: The Force Awakens
A Force to Be Reckoned With

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Oddly, while I enjoyed director J.J.
Abrams’s “Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens,” the seventh in the franchise cre-
ated by George Lucas, and was grati-
fied to check it off on my dance card, I
feel a little bit like the kid who dared
blurt that the Emperor was naked. Sure,
it’s a good adventure yarn, a synergy of
nostalgic notes and cutting edge no-
tions. But unless it still has to kick in,
I’ve experienced no transformative
epiphany. No glow emanates from me.
I’m not speaking in tongues. What’s
more, though the nearby lake beckons,
I’m confident I cannot walk its surface.

Yeah, yeah, I know…it cost 18 tril-
lion dollars and there are more “Star
Wars” commercial tie-ins than you can
shake a light saber at, from automobile
companies to mac ‘n’ cheese. It is popu-
lar culture at its zenith, the tacit religion
of the year, something to believe in that
inspires dreamy hope and only friendly
argument among its adherents. And by
Jove, it’s a commodity we can export to
China. O.K., they’ll still make all the
related toys. Can’t win ‘em all. But to
simply refer to it as a movie is like
saying that Woodstock was a rock con-
cert.

 Nope, “Double Indemnity” (1944)
was a movie, and so were the first few
“Star Wars” films, before Madison
Avenue learned The Force could be
sold ad nauseam. No blame placed
here. It’s how it’s always been: a belief
system to be adulated, seriously or just
out of esteem, usually represented by a
fellow human, like Babe Ruth,
Lindbergh or Franklin D. But whether
there has of late been a dearth of car-
bon-based lifeforms worth venerating
or we’ve just become cynical, it could
be that propping up something of our
own making offers less chance of dis-
appointment.

Granted, almost all of literature’s so
called fake worlds, from J.R.R.
Tolkien’s “Lord of The Rings” to Mr.
Lucas’s high tech metaphor for our
civilization, are ripe with heroes, anti-
heroes and villains. Only now, the cin-
ema sorcerers and their able appren-
tices, like Mr. Abrams, armed with the
greatest movie magic to date, make this
latest permutation of our revolving
mythology almost as real as it is fic-
tional. Its bigness defies rational as-
sessment.

In short, we Earthlings couldn’t be
picked to a jury deciding the filmic
value of this latest offering. Only deni-
zens of some galaxy far, far away could
be objective about “The Force Awak-
ens.” Doubtlessly, scholarly aficiona-
dos, feverish with the diligence of Me-
dieval monks preserving knowledge
and lore, are this minute filling reams of

cyberspace in their analytical compari-
sons, right down to the most esoteric,
fanatic-tickling minutiae. Don’t look
for that here. If I could understand just
half of it, I might have passed organic
chemistry.

To true believers, I am beside the
point. Fact is, and I run the risk here of
being run out of the universe on a jet-
propelled rail, “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” is more phenomenon than
phenomenal. Still, assuming one could
reasonably separate the story itself from
the hyper-hype, I will venture it is sol-
idly written, smartly acted and stitched
together with a painstaking expertise
that knows any misstep could cause an
intergalactic incident. To achieve any
less would be deemed heresy.

But while zealots will parse its trivia
with the trancelike rapture of a hungry
tiger gorging on his kill, those whose
knowledge of things “Star Wars” doesn’t
extend beyond its signature phrases,
“May the force be with you” and “Luke,
I am your father,” might nonetheless
enjoy the experience. It’s rather splen-
did, a panoply of great special effects
and engaging curiosities, like a revisit
to that multicultural, outer space sa-
loon. I’ll have something purple, please.

Furthermore, just to ease any trepi-
dations newbies may have, be assured
that even Mr. Lucas’s  appointed sci-
fi heirs haven’t added a plot to the
seven basic themes that’ve com-
prised storytelling since before
Homer. So this is once again a saga
of good and evil, with some gray
uncertainties tossed in to please
modern skepticism. Leading the
charge against the Nazi-like First
Order, which replaces the Nazi-like
Galactic Empire, are a gaggle of
likeable worthies ostensibly led by
the winsome but brave Rey, a mere
scavenger played by Daisy Ridley.

Aligning with this heretofore com-
mon gal tossed into uncommon cir-
cumstances is Oscar Isaac as pilot
extraordinaire, Poe, and Finn (John
Boyega), an unwillingly conscripted
Stormtrooper looking to be a good
guy. But leading a mini-parade of
“Star Wars” legends who give the
derring-do an old home week feel is
the swaggering, reticent hero, Han
Solo. Winningly reprised by Harrison
Ford, he humanizes the grandiosity.
Hence, while sure to please diehard
disciples, the sheer ubiquity of “The
Force” may even awaken an interest
among unenlightened infidels.

***
 Star Wars: The Force Awakens,

rated PG-13, is a Walt Disney Studios
release directed by J.J. Abrams and
stars Harrison Ford, Daisy Ridley
and John Boyega. Running time: 135
minutes

WESTFIELD – The NJPAC/M.
John Richard Community Service
Award – a Thanksgiving tradition
at New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC) – is conferred on staff
member who works to make the
world a better place. The honoree at
the eighth annual ceremony was
Brian Remite, Database Analyst,
Customer Care Systems, who dedi-
cates himself to Extra Life, a 24-
hour gaming marathon in support
of the Children’s Miracle Network.
The event locally benefits
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside.

In a full-circle moment, John Ri-
chard, NJPAC’s former Executive
Vice President and COO (and cur-
rently President and CEO of the
Adrienne Arsht Center for the Per-
forming Arts of Miami/Dade
County), recalled serving as Board
President of Children’s Specialized
Hospital Foundation in the 1980s.
Mr. Remite, a seven-year fundraiser
for the network, is President of the
Newark Guild, which generated
$117,000 last year.

“This means the world to me and
it’s going to mean the world to
them,” said Mr. Remite, referring
to the children under the hospital’s
care. A $2,000 donation was made
to Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mr. Remite’s honor.  Mr. Remite
lives with Westfield with his wife
Melissa and 2-year-old son, Miles.

New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC), located in downtown
Newark New Jersey, is among the
largest performing arts centers in

the United States.  NJPAC is the
artistic, cultural, educational and
civic center of New Jersey; where
great performances and events en-
hance and transform lives every day.
As New Jersey's Town Square,
NJPAC brings diverse communi-
ties together, providing access to
all and showcasing not only the
state's, but the world's best artists
while acting as a leading catalyst in
the revitalization of its home city.
Through its extensive Arts Educa-
tion programs, NJPAC is shaping
the next generation of artists and
arts enthusiasts. Since opening its
doors in 1997, NJPAC has attracted
over nine million visitors (includ-
ing more than one million children)
in its continuing mission to nurture
meaningful and lasting relation-
ships with each of its constituents.

MILLBURN – The Partnership
for a Drug-Free New Jersey’s
(PDFNJ) Shout Down Drugs music
competition is a substance abuse
prevention music and song writing
contest looking for talented high
school students to create and per-
form original peer-to-peer sub-
stance abuse prevention songs. The
contest is open to all New Jersey
high school students.

“PDFNJ has witnessed enormous
enthusiasm for this program from
high school students from across
New Jersey looking for a way to
share a drug-free message,” noted
PDFNJ executive director, Angelo
Valente. “In 2016, we look forward
to hearing from students from all
over the state – whether you’re a

rocker, a hip hop artist, a gospel or
ballad singer, all music genres are
welcome.”

All entries must be received by
Monday, February 1. Finalists will
perform at the statewide Preven-
tion Concert on Wednesday, May
25 at the Rutgers University Nicho-
las Music Center in New Brunswick.
Music contracts valued at $5,000,
$3,000 and $2,000 will be awarded
to students.

For entry forms and other infor-
mation visit
www.ShoutDownDrugs.com or call
Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey, at (973) 467-2100, ext. 19.
The music of past contestants and
winners can be found at
www.ShoutDownDrugs.com.

Nerds to Headline Junior
Woman’s Club Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The Junior
Woman’s Cub (JWC) of Westfield
will be hosting their annual fundraiser
featuring The Nerds on Friday, Janu-
ary 29 at the VFW in Kenilworth and
will benefit a local organization: Un-
chained At Last.

Unchained at Last was founded by
local Westfield resident, Fraidy Reiss.
She started Unchained to help women
and girls in the United States who
have been pressured, bribed, tricked,
threatened, or otherwise forced into
marriage. Ms. Reiss herself is a survi-
vor and now has made it her mission
to provide  free legal services and
emotional support to help women and
girls leave or avoid arranged/forced
marriages and rebuild their lives. To

learn more about Unchained please
visit www.unchainedatlast.org

The fundraiser will include food,
drinks and entertainment by The
Nerds. Tickets are $60 and are avail-
able now at
www.brownpapertickets.com Search:
JWC.

The JWC is an organization of dy-
namic women who are committed to
bettering the community through vol-
unteer efforts, hands on service and
fundraising,  Each year they hold a
coat drive, diaper drive, volunteer for
the Paul Jackson Fund, participate
with Mobile Meals, and host the Town
Spelling Bee.  To learn more about
the JWC go to Meetup.com Search:
Junior Woman's Club of Westfield.ALL ABOARD...Westfield Kindergarten Students Hop Aboard a Polar Express

Reading Journey Kindergarten Students at Lincoln School in Westfield recently
celebrated the holiday season with an school-wide imaginative ride on the 'Polar
Express'.  Joellen Surace’s class enjoyed reading this popular book, wearing their
wintery pajamas, and enjoying a hot chocolate party hosted by parent volunteers.
Melanie Johannsen (at left) and Hayden Bridge, in snowmen adorned pj’s,
displayed their Polar Express entry tickets and memory book at Lincoln School’s
festive event held on December 18.

Musicians Invited to Join
Intergenerational Orchestra
NEW PROVIDENCE – New Jer-

sey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will have two open house
rehearsals at the beginning of the new
year on Thursdays, January 7 and 14.
Non-members are welcome to join
one or all of the orchestras during
these rehearsals.  It’s the start of a new
concert period and the music is new
to everyone. Light refreshments will
be provided.

Rehearsals will take place on the
following schedule: Prelude Beginning
Ensemble, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.; Inter-
mezzo Orchestra, 5:45 to 7 p.m.; and
Symphony Orchestra, 7:15 to 9:30 p.m.

NJIO is located at 570 Central Av-
enue in New Providence.

For more information, or to regis-
ter for the rehearsal please contact
Administrator Mary Beth Sweet at
info@njio.org or (908) 603-7691.

Artist Michael James to Host
Discussion at Newark Museum
NEWARK – Michael James will

discuss his art in a conversation
with Curator Ulysses Dietz at the
Newark Museum on Sunday, Janu-
ary 10 from 4 to 5 p.m. The Mu-
seum is located at 49 Washington
Street, Newark.

One of the leaders of the art quilt
movement that began in the 1970s,
Mr. James is one of the most  distin-
guished voices in the medium of
quilted fabric construction in the coun-

try. He will be joined in conversation
with Dietz, Chief Curator and Curator
of Decorative Arts at the Newark
Museum. Mr. James’ work is on view
in the exhibition Outside the Lines:
Color Across the Collections.

Reservations are not required, but
come early for best seating. The pro-
gram is free with Museum admission.
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The Big Short
Hifalutin Finance

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 Watching director Adam McKay’s
The Big Short, you don’t know whether
to laugh or cry over the bald-faced
bamboozlement perpetrated by the
banks, Wall Street and other moneyed
interests not quite so easy to identify.
“How could it go on and on?” you ask,
and then, in a sober reflection, remind
yourself that practically every institu-
tion forming the fabric of our civiliza-
tion looks pretty crooked when you put
a magnifying glass to it. It’s just that this
one, the world of finance, has become
especially adept at profiting from
humankind’s hypocrisy and greed.

But hey, as the catchphrase in the
GEICO commercials says, “It’s what
they do.” After all, we’re grownups
now. We can only hope that all the
idealism and morality Mrs. Popper
taught us in grammar school will tem-
per the gluttony and at least suggest an
opposing view to the Big Business
mantra that says accumulating wealth is
ultimately in the commonweal’s inter-
est. Flash: news item to those poor
suckers waiting for something to trickle
down. It’s coming. Why would they
lie? Don’t revolt. It’s all your fault,
anyway.

The thing is, the witty sarcasm that
weaves its way through this tale of
financial woe and deceit illustrates in
no uncertain terms that, to add insult to
injury, the game isn’t being played fairly.
Sure, the house always wins. But just to
be certain that truism perpetuates, it has
been further rigged.

Tracing the steps of the bad invest-
ments that made a fragile and ulti-
mately doomed house of cards out of
our mortgage industry, Mr. McKay’s
delivery is both amusingly flippant and
deadly serious. Based on the book,
“The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday
Machine,” by Michael Lewis, the
screenplay introduces a few financial
camps and shows how, via individual
discovery and cross pollination, they
developed a way to profit from the
misery caused by unsound home loans.

Superb performances personalize
all the numbers and stock market
mumbo-jumbo that otherwise seem
foreign to us artistic types. Com-
bined with a narrative whimsy that
patiently teaches us the libretto of
the scandalous treachery leading up
to the financial collapse of 2007-10,
it is to Mr. McKay’s credit that we
actually think we understand what
went down. While perhaps not really
so, you don’t need a police report to
know you were mugged. This is a
quiet violence, bereft of gunplay and
explosions, but all the same compel-
ling in its viciousness.

Two engagingly bright minds share
center stage in this saga of hifalutin
finance. Christian Bale is Michael Burry,
the M.D. who founded Scion Capital
and is credited with being the first to
recognize that a killing could be made
from betting against subprime mort-
gages. Equally brilliant, but eccentric
in a more frenetic way, is Steve Carell as
hedge fund guru Mark Baum (actually,
Steve Eisman), who quickly picked up
on the gambit and, obsessed by its whys
and wherefores, takes us through his
own corroboration of the impending
credit bubble.

Ancillary to the hair-raising bit of
recent economic history, an intrinsic
moral question hovers in the back-
ground. But moving a giant step be-
yond Colonial era sermons asserting
that the Creator wanted us to become
rich, this new breed of moneychangers
scoffs at the implication of any ethical
consideration. Failing to capitalize on a
profit looking you right in the face is
simply stupid.

Oh, Ebenezer, I feel you have back-
slid and joined the New
Philistines…$100M here, half a billion
there, made for the same reason that
one climbs Mt. Everest, without the
slightest thought given to the folks af-
fected. Yet it is telling that at the heart of
the fiasco, the two biggest players to
which we’re made privy do indeed
wrestle with their conscience. Both
Messrs. Bale and Carell, whose charac-
ters win our tentative empathy pending
the story’s resolution, exact just the sort
of emotional conflict that earns actors
Oscar nominations.

However, the key participants and/or
victims of the Great Recession that
resulted from the subprime mortgage
crisis aren’t really mentioned until the
epilogue notes the bailout paid with our
pain and tax dollars. Once again we
have met the enemy and he is us. The
bad boy ran away from home, causing
all sorts of havoc in his wake, and the
government (that’s you, me and Mrs.
Delansky next door) embarrassedly paid
his debts with nary a reproachful pat on
the fanny.

In other words, shh…don’t talk about
it…that is until the next time those
scalawags cook up another fire sale for
us to extinguish, after they’ve palmed a
profit. We are after all a society, and
what are neighbors for? Well, at least
we got a good film out of it. Trust me:
A ticket to “The Big Short” proves a
solidly entertaining investment.

***
 The Big Short, rated R, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Adam McKay and stars Christian
Bale, Steve Carrell and Ryan Gos-
ling. Running time: 130 minutes
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New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
New Year’s Eve Tradition Delights
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Watching Maestro
David Wroe work his magic in lead-
ing the New Jersey Festival Orches-
tra (NJFO) is half of the experience of
the annual New Year’s Eve concert,
this year called “Dancing the Blues
Away.” He lovingly caresses notes
out of his orchestra and for this event,
four top rate vocalists. As his baton
keeps the beat, he twists around to
catch the singers’ internal metro-
nomes. His appreciation for their tal-
ents was palpable as was the
audience’s.

The evening started with the ener-
getic “Wilkommen,” the opening
number of the Kander and Ebb musi-
cal staple Cabaret. Ian Patrick Gibb’s
rendition wasn’t the sleazy, decadent
version that gave Joel Grey the Tony
Award in 1966.  He led a warmer
rendition and was joined by vocalists
Jennifer Sheehan, Leah Horowitz and
Michael Maliekel.

Ms. Horowitz presented Richard
Rodger’s delightful standard, “Fall-
ing in Love with Love.” Following
that mellow tune, Ms. Sheehan and
Mr. Maliekel wowed the audience
with a story song, “Nobody’s Per-
fect.” The comic song from I Do, I Do
was enhanced by props and playful-
ness of the performers. Their banter
was a mirror of a married couple
being brutally honest with each other.

Three selections from the iconic
South Pacific – “Some Enchanted
Evening” (Mr. Malielkel), “Wonder-
ful Guy” (Ms. Horowitz) and
“Younger than Springtime” (Mr.
Gibb) - pleased the romantics in the
audience. The balance between or-
chestra and vocals was spot on per-
fect and enhanced by a lovely harp.

Ms. Sheehan showed her versatil-
ity with back-to-back numbers; “If
You Hadn’t But You Did” followed
by the moving Johnny Mathis’ ver-
sion of “What are You Doing the Rest
of Your Life?” by Michel LeGrand.
She showed her musical theatre chops
with the first song that could have
been a tale of one of the gun-toting
murderesses from the musical Chi-

cago, but was actually from Two on
the Aisle. The slow, blues/jazz rendi-
tion of the LeGrand number was a
perfect showcase for her velvet voice.
Anticipatory pauses and exquisite
phrasing elicited a hug from the con-
ductor at the number’s end. Muted
horns and a spectacular piano placed
the audience figuratively in the middle
of a jazz club.

The number “I Am What I Am”
from La Cage Aux Folles got one of
the biggest hands of the night. It started
a cappella and then was enhanced by
a harp and piano accompaniment.
Like a freight train, the song, in Mr.
Maliekel’s, hands built in intensity
and volume to bring down the house.

Another highlight of the night, from
Sweeney Todd, “Not While I’m
Around” featured the duo of Ms.
Sheehan and Mr. Gibb who pulled
out all the stops. Just before this num-
ber, Mr. Gibb showed his versatility

with the energetic “Sit Down You’re
Rocking the Boat.” It was genius to
juxtapose that fast-paced song with
the tenderness of the Sweeney Todd
ballad. Likewise, Ms. Sheehan wowed
the audience by singing Mrs. Lovett’s
portion of the Sondheim song first in
the soprano octave. Then, on the re-
frain, she sang it in the more tradi-
tional lower alto range just as easily.

A sigh of approval could be heard
from the audience when Mr. Wroe
announced that a song from what he
called the “quintessential musical”
was being added to the program.  He
introduced it as “The 1958 last great
MGM Studios’ movie title song.” Mr.
Maliekel presented “Gigi” artfully.

As expected, the conductor on be-
half of the NJFO, wished the audi-
ence a happy New Year and sent them
on their way humming the last tune,
“Put on Your Sunday Clothes” from
Hello, Dolly!

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RINGING IN 2016...The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra with four distin-
guished vocalists entertains at the New Year's Eve celebration held at the
Westfield High School.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC...Conducted by Maestro David Wroe, left, (from left) Jennifer Sheehan, Ian Patrick Gibb, Leah
Horowitz and Michael Maliekel entertained the audience at the New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s annual New Year’s Eve
concert.

Paper Mill Mourns Loss of
Theater School Founding Director
MILLBURN – Paper Mill Playhouse

is mourning the loss of its beloved
Theatre School Founding Director
Mickey McNany, who lost her brave
battle with cancer last week. Mickey, as
she was called by everyone, founded
the Paper Mill Playhouse Theatre
School in 1989 and continued to man-
age the arts education initiative until
recently. Information regarding services
and arrangements will be posted on
Paper Mill's website
(www.papermill.org) when it is avail-
able. In lieu of flowers, donations can
be sent to "Paper Mill Playhouse Edu-
cation Fund" or "Peggy's House at Hope
Village" in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
Paper Mill Playhouse released a tribute
video in Mickey's honor:
www.vimeo.com/148156493.

Over the decades Mickey trained
thousands of students throughout the
state of New Jersey who would go on to
become Broadway stars, Tony Award
winners and movie stars including Acad-
emy Award-winning actress Anne
Hathaway. "Mickey taught from a place
of love, always with a smile in her
eyes… that was Mickey's gift," Anne
Hathaway recently remarked, who stud-
ied with Mickey for several years in her

youth. "She taught us that this part of
ourselves, the part that just had to sing
and dance to feel whole, the part that for
some of us wasn’t an easy fit in the rest
of our lives, was lovable and cherished.
She was the leader and constructor of
our enchanted playground and she was
always smiling."

Paper Mill Playhouse Producing
Artistic Director Mark S. Hoebee added,
"You will never meet another teacher as
beloved as Mickey McNany.  She is
truly one of those unique individuals
you may meet once in your lifetime, if
you are lucky enough - and if you are
lucky enough to have had her as a
teacher or colleague, she will leave an
indelible mark on the very core of who
you are. I know this because I have seen
it happen countless times during my
15-year relationship with her and, in
fact, have been transformed by her
myself."

Mickey McNany, a resident of
Springfield, was a certified instructor
with a B.A. in Fine Arts Education and
a P.B.M. degree in Music Performance
from Kean University.  Mickey tire-
lessly devoted herself to Paper Mill
Playhouse students for nearly 30 years.
She founded the Paper Mill Playhouse

Theatre School in 1989 and grew it
from a single class to a thriving, year-
round enterprise offering classes to over
500 students each year. She oversaw
the Junior Division of Paper Mill's es-
teemed Summer Musical Theatre Con-
servatory.    Recently Mickey’s touring
production of Aladdin was showcased
on Paper Mill's mainstage.

Inspired by her granddaughter Mary,
Mickey had a life-long passion for en-
suring that children with disabilities
could experience the joy and magic of
theater arts. She started Paper Mill's
Creative Drama class for children with
disabilities. She collaborated with the
Horizon School on the “Lend Your
Voice” project, an innovative partner-
ship in which Paper Mill students record
voiceovers that enable nonverbal chil-
dren to realize the characters in their
school play. This program was recog-
nized with the Cultural Access
Network’s 2013 Innovator Award.
Mickey’s other awards include the New
Jersey Theatre Alliance 2009 Applause
Award for Excellence in Theatre Edu-
cation, the 2013 New Jersey Governor’s
Award for Arts Education, the 2013
VSA New Jersey Education in the Arts
Distinguished Service Award,  Kean
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

West Orange put on a stunning
shooting clinic in their 71-59 vic-
tory over the Cranford High
School boys basketball team on
December 29 in the final of the
Cougar Classic held at Martin
Gymnasium in Cranford. The
Mountaineers drained 13 three-
point baskets on their way to
building a 23-point lead as they
upped their season record to a
perfect 4-0. Patrick Jamison
scored 18 points for the visitors,
all on 3-pointers, while Jeremiah
Moore added 16 points and 10
rebounds. Doug Hughes chipped
in 15 points, including three 3-
pointers.

Cranford, no slouch when it
comes to long-range gunnery,
sank nine 3-pointers of its own
but was no match for the early
onslaught of threes that rained
down upon them.

“They (West Orange) are an
excellent shooting team,” said
Cranford Head Coach Ryan Huber.
“I mean, we had them down as
hitting 13 of 20 from three point
range. It is very hard to beat a
team that is having that kind of
success from the outside. That is
about as good as it gets. The thing
is that they had a lot of players
capable of hitting from the out-
side. They had four guys hit mul-
tiple threes during the game. It is
hard to defend against that.”

West Orange was not only
deadly from behind the arc but
they also were proficient from all
spots beyond the three-point line.

Hughes for example, spotted up
for no less than three 3-point
bombs from the same right
baseline corner in the first half.
Point guard Jamison, named
Tournament MVP, did most of his
damage off the dribble on pull up
three pointers from the top of the
key. This kind of versatility made
it difficult for Cranford players to

focus on any particular player or
spot on the floor.

“They were big and fast and
they shot the lights out from
beyond the three point line,” said
Cranford senior Mike Smith. “If
they shoot 50 percent today from
long range then we are even but
they never cooled off. We always
felt like we could come back and

fortunately in the second half we
began to move the ball better
and we started to get rolling.”

Cranford came out of the first

LEONARD PUMPS IN 12 POINTS; SMITH, SCHETELICH, H. REMLEY SCORE 11 POINTS EACH

Cougars Fall to West Orange in Cougar Classic Hoops, 71-59
quarter down 23-14 thanks to
five 3-point baskets by the Moun-
taineers. After chipping away at
the lead, Cranford pulled to within
two at 29-27 after a Jack
Schetelich lay-up with 4:06 re-
maining in the half. But back-to-
back three pointers by Hughes
ignited a 12-0 West Orange run
that closed out the half with the

Mountaineers ahead 41-29.
To say that West Orange was

nothing more than a three point
shooting juggernaut would be
unfair. The Mountaineers have a
lot of height, quickness and
athleticism on their roster and

they can go nine players deep. It
was just that on this day the
three point shot was their weapon
of choice.

West Orange scored four of
their first five baskets of the
second half on three point shots
and extended to a 52-34 lead
less than three minutes into the
third quarter. It would get worse.
When Nashiem Harte drained yet
another three, the Mountaineers
had built a 68-45 lead with just
over six minutes left in the game.

With the game seemingly out
of reach Cranford mounted a fu-
rious rally fueled by a pair of
three point baskets by Smith and
tough inside baskets from Hunter
Remley and Schetelich. Incred-
ibly, the Cougars had pulled to
within 11 at 68-57 with two min-
utes remaining.

“We tried to battle back and
really the kids never quit, which
you like to see,” said Huber. “We
got it down to a point where we
were close enough to pull within
single digits in the final two min-
utes and still have a chance to
make something of it but we had
a couple of good looks at three
pointers rattle out. Had we made
them it could have been a very
interesting finish.”

But West Orange sealed the
deal when Hughes scored on a
lay-up with 1:53 to play and
Jeremiah Moore converted a free
throw with: 45 left to keep
Cranford out of reach.

Sean Leonard led all Cranford
scorers with 12 points. Smith,
Schetelich and Hunter Remley all
chipped in with 11 points each
for the Cougars who fell to 2-2.
Smith and Schetelich were named
to the All Tournament team, along
with Mountaineers Jamison and
Moore.
West Orange 23 18 23   7 71
Cranford 14 15 16 14 59

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A MOUTAINEER…Cougar Sean Leonard, No. 23. guards a West Orange Mountaineer during the Cougar
Classic championship game held at Cranford High School on December 29. The Mountaineers won 71-59.
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SPF Raider Wrestlers Wind Up on Short Side to Delaware Valley Terriers, 65-12

More photos on next page
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SPF Raider Basketball  Girls Fend off Sparta, 54-50, in Benovegno Tournament
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Blue Devil Boys Stun Lakewood Piners, 48-47, in Hoops for Troops Tournament

More photos on next page
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New GOPs Widen GW Council Split,
Force Mayor to Break Tie Votes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo was required to cast
two tiebreaking votes in the bor-
ough council’s first meeting of
the year Monday night, as new
members Ileen Cuccaro and Joe
Sarno voted with Jim Mathieu in
losing efforts to choose Republi-
cans for borough positions.

Republican Mike Martin voted
with Democrats Sara Todisco and
Lou Petruzzelli on all council ap-
pointments, going against his
three fellow Republicans on sev-
eral matters, including one to
elect Mr. Petruzzelli as council
president over Mr. Mathieu and
another to retain Steve Merman
as borough prosecutor.

In both instances Mr. Lombardo
broke the 3-3 tie, choosing Mr.
Petruzzelli and selecting his nomi-
nee, Mr. Merman.

Mr. Martin also voted with Ms.
Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli to
retain Democratically allied Bob
Renaud as borough counsel over
the no votes of Mr. Mathieu and
Mr. Sarno. Ms. Cuccaro abstained
on the vote, saying as a real
estate agent she had professional
dealings with Mr. Renaud.

The votes came as the first acts
of the new council at its reorga-
nization meeting after Ms.
Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno, who de-
feated Democrat incumbents Bill
Nierstedt and Carol Kearney, took
their oaths. Ms. Cuccaro was
sworn in by state Senator Tom
Kean (R-21st, Westfield) and Mr.
Sarno by U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th).

Both Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro
thanked the voters, and Mr. Sarno
reiterated a pledge he made dur-
ing a pre-election debate to take
only $1 of the $1,500 in compen-

sation that council members are
granted by borough statute. He
also asked other members of
council to join him, which he said
– with the mayor’s $1,800 in
compensation – would save the
borough nearly $11,000 per year.

Mr. Mathieu promptly said if
Mr. Sarno would introduce the
measure at the next meeting he
would vote for it.

“The voters sent you to change
us, don’t let us change you,” Mr.
Mathieu urged Mr. Sarno and Ms.
Cuccaro. “You’re freshest from
battlefield. Remember your mis-
sion.”

Mr. Lombardo also made nu-
merous other appointments, as
is custom, that did not need coun-
cil approval. He appointed Mr.
Sarno, an accountant, as the lone
Republican to the finance com-
mittee, and also announced six
members to the planning board,
which will have at least two ma-
jor applications before it this year.

The board will likely vote on the
resubmission of a plan to erect a
nine-townhouse development at
the north end of Walnut Street,
known by some as the “Hidi”
property after the former owner,
and a mixed-use proposal for the
largely abandoned Casale-Petro
properties between South Av-
enue and the NJ Transit railroad
tracks that could contain as many
as 320 apartments.

Mr. Lombardo reappointed him-
self to the board as well as plac-
ing Mr. Mathieu as council liai-
son, both to one-year terms.

In addition, he reappointed
board chairman Steve Greet to a
four-year term. Mr. Nierstedt, who
had been on the planning board
as council liaison, was reappointed
to a class two, one-year term,
replacing Bruce Paterson.

Cranford Working to Revive
Orchard Brook Flood Control

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — More than three
years after Irene and Sandy re-
focused attention on a decades-
old issue, the township commit-
tee is supporting the revival of
flood-control measures along the
Orchard Brook.

The area from the Garwood
border to the Rahway River floods
often, filling basements and in-
undating parts of West Holly
Street, Mayor Andis Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“If they know a heavy rain-
storm is coming, they move the
cars,” he said. It can also over-
whelm the storm sewers mains,
he added.

Walter and Cynthia Gallagher,
who live on the northeast corner
of Spring Garden Street and West
Holly, have been vociferous in
their support of increasing the
capacity of the brook that runs
through their backyard and sits a
few feet from their back door,
Mayor Kalnins said.

The work on the Orchard Brook
is only part of a much larger flood
control issue that involves the
Rahway River. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is in the pro-
cess of completing a $2-million
flood mitigation study of the 82-
mile Rahway River Watershed
from the Orange Reservoir in
Essex County to the Arthur Kill.

Work to enlarge the capacity of
the river could begin as early as
2017, which should ease flood-
ing along the brook.

“The consulting engineer we
work with on the Army Corps
project has told us the
channelization project through
Cranford that is part of the big-
ger project could very well im-
prove this whole issue,” said Dan
Aschenbach, a former mayor,
current planning board member
and a member of the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control.

The flooding problem along the
Orchard Brook dates back at least
35 years when residents who

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHANGING THE FLOW?...Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins stands on the
Union County culvert where the Orchard Brook crosses under Spring Garden
and West Holly streets.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP...Former planning board member Ileen Cuccaro, center, takes the
oath of office as Garwood councilwoman Monday from state Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), right, with her son, Eric Meyer, on hand. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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lived along the waterway com-
plained to the township commit-
tee, according to a Cranford
Chronicle report from June 1981.

About 15 years ago the town-
ship sought easements and de-
cided to utilize eminent domain
to widen the brook. But after four
residents indicated they would
sue, the project stalled and the
next township committee
dropped the issue.

The homeowners who have re-
sisted have their houses at higher
elevations, Mayor Kalnins said.
They have expressed concern of
how any changes would alter the
appearance of the brook, Mr.
Aschenbach said.

Now, after Hurricane Irene in
August 2012 and Superstorm
Sandy in October 2012, flood
control has moved to the fore-
front of capital items for the town-
ship. The current committee has
voted to fund a new survey and
hydraulics study of the brook to
restart the project.

The committee also allocated
$100,000 in the 2015 capital
budget for design work.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection is re-
quiring the township to redo the
survey and hydraulics study be-
cause the last one from 15 years
ago is outdated, the township
engineer has said.

The Orchard Brook flows from
Westfield through Garwood —
where it is known as Garwood
Brook — and runs along the north
side of South Avenue. It turns
north under the NJ Transit rail-
road tracks and likewise the in-
tersection at North and Lincoln
Avenues.

From there, it crosses under
West Holly and Spring Garden
Streets through a Union County
culvert before entering the
Rahway River across from
McConnell Park.

The issue will be closely watched
by Garwood, whose officials ap-

proached Cranford in 2014 about
the waterway after flash floods
threatened homes twice in a
matter of days. Garwood Bor-
ough Engineer Don Guarriello has
told his town’s council that the
municipality is prohibited by the
state from any work on the
Garwood Brook until Cranford
addressed the Orchard Brook.

The easements needed in
Cranford would affect about 42
homes, Mr. Aschenbach said.

He said the easements should
be sought first, however Mayor
Kalnins said the design has to be
in place first before asking for
the easements because of legali-
ties.

“I’m not sure the redesign they
are talking about. There is only
one way you can do it — a bigger
swale, and it can’t be concrete, it
has to be natural,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

A gabion retaining wall — com-
prised of blocks of stacked stones
tied together with wire, was the
natural structure that was pro-
posed. A gabion wall lines both
sides of the Garwood Brook for
its length along South Avenue
and westward into Westfield.

Mayor Kalnins estimated the
cost of the project to be about
$500,000, whereas Mr.
Aschenbach suggested over $1
million, noting that 15 years ago
the cost was projected to be
about $600,000.

The County of Union has told
the township “the money is still
there and they would still (re-
place the close to 100-year-old
culvert under West Holly),” Mayor
Kalnins said. The culvert acts as
a bottleneck, he said.

“We have to get both projects
to come together,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Mr. Paterson, along with Ms.
Cuccaro, The Westfield Leader
Publisher Horace Corbin and As-
sistant Publisher David Corbin,
sued the board while a member
and won last year, overturning
its decision granting Angela and
Sandro Villaraut permission to
build the nine-townhouse devel-
opment at the end of Walnut
Street in 2014.

The resubmission of that appli-
cation is scheduled to be heard
Wednesday, but has been with-
drawn.

Mr. Lombardo also reappointed
for a two-year term as an alter-
nate Paul Nieves, whom he ini-
tially put on the board in the
middle of 2015 to replace the
unexpired term of former Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi.

John Malcolm replaced Tim Hak
as an “alternate four” member to
a two-year term.

The new council unanimously
voted to approve the hiring of
Jonathan Pridy as a probationary

patrolman to replace Andrew
Horan, who left the police force as
of New Year’s Eve to take a better
paying position with Berkeley
Heights, and Matthew Moore as
the replacement for Department
of Public Works (DPW) employee
Timothy Delgado, who was dis-
missed in October.

The hirings restore the police
department to 16 officers, in-
cluding Chief Bruce Underhill, and
the DPW to seven staff mem-
bers.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
POTOMIC PUSH...U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), right, gives the oath of
office to the newest member of Garwood Borough Council Joe Sarno, center, on
Monday with help from Mr. Sarno's girlfriend Melissa Cascia.
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CF BOE Gets New Vacancy
As It Welcomes Newcomers

By MELISSA FRANCZ COOK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education welcomed
four new members as part of its
reorganization meeting Monday,
but the announcement of a pend-
ing resignation will leave the
panel two short within weeks.

Ryan J. Cooper, William Hulse,
Nicole Sherrin Kessler and Maria
Loikith took the seats of outgo-
ing President Mary Venditti,
Cathy Morgese, Michael Caulfield
and Camile Widdows, none of
whom sought re-election in No-
vember.

However, Joann Boyle told her
fellow board members she will
resign at the end of the month,
joining Jill Brown who quit in
December.

“My first nine years on the

board were a great experience,”
Ms. Boyle said, specifically
thanking Ms. Brown. “We had a
clear understanding of the role
of a board member and we each
valued integrity…this past year
there’s been a shift, creating an
environment that’s contrary to
my personal belief as to what I
feel are key factors of a success-
ful board.

“I’m proud to have served on
this board…truly the most re-
warding time is to see when a
child receives the gift of educa-
tion.”

The vacancies come after Mr.
Hulse and Ms. Loikith ran unop-
posed while Mr. Cooper and Ms.
Kessler were elected as write-in
candidates, Ms. Kessler to fill
the unexpired term of Lisa Pa-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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tella that Mr. Caulfield held since
spring.

The newcomers join existing
members Lisa Carbone, Daniel
DeMarco, Kurt Petschow Jr. as
well as Ms. Boyle.

After the swearing-in ceremo-
nies, the board chose Mr.
Petschow to replace Ms. Venditti
as board president. Ms. Venditti
had served 15 years at the helm.

In addition, Ms. Carbone was
unanimously chosen as the new
vice-president to replace Ms.
Brown.

Mr. Petschow thanked Mr.
Caulfield, Ms. Brown, Ms.
Widdows and Ms. Morgese for
their years of service, calling it a
“great endeavor.”

Mr. Petschow also thanked Ms.
Venditti, who was not in atten-
dance, for her tenure, praising
her for “an amazing job sticking

to what she felt and to what the
board goals were.”

Mr. Cooper is an attorney at
Pashman Stein, PC, in
Hackensack, and has been prac-
ticing law for over nine years. Mr.
Hulse is a sergeant with the po-
lice department in the shore town
of Deal, and has been a law
enforcement officer for over 20
years.

Mr. Hulse said he was “excited”
to join the board.

“We have a great school sys-
tem in Cranford and I look for-
ward to working with the other

CF BOE Gets Vacancy; Welcomes NewcomersGW School Board Taps
Guerriero As President

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Christine
Guerriero was elected Monday
night to a third straight year as
president of the school board,
which swore in two new mem-
bers and also installed returning
member Amanda Langston as
vice president.

The brief reorganization ses-
sion saw board administrator Eric
Larson issue the oath of office to
Ms. Langston, who ran unop-
posed for a second term in No-
vember, as well as newcomers
Kat Patterson and Tracey Roland.

Ms. Patterson was elected as a
write-in candidate while Ms.
Roland, a member of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood since
2011 and its president in 2012
and 2013, was chosen by Interim
Executive (Union) County Super-
intendent of Schools Roger Jinks
from a list submitted by the board.

The two replaced Adele Lewis
and Barbara Greet, both of whom
retired after 12 years on the
board and did not seek re-elec-
tion in November.

Ms. Guerriero, who became
board president in 2014 after a
nine-year reign by Mrs. Lewis,
welcomed the new members and
extended a open hand.

 “I’d like to thank the board. I’ll
do my best,” she said. “I’d like to
welcome everyone new to the
board. You’re jumping in the
middle (of the school year). We’re
all willing to work with you.

“If you have any questions we’d
be happy to help. Have a happy,
healthy, and successful 2016.”

Ms. Guerriero also was elected
to be the representative to the
Clark Board of Education, with
which Garwood has an agree-
ment to send its students to
Arthur L. Johnson High School.

Aaron Watkins was elected to
serve as representative to the

Union County Education Services
Committee with Kimberly Ficarra
as the alternate.

Ms. Langston was chosen as
the representative to the New
Jersey School Boards Associa-
tion with Ms. Guerriero serving
as the alternate. The board
tabbed Mr. Watkins to be the
representative to the Union
County School Boards Associa-
tion., with Brendan McDermott
serving as alternate.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
announced the first official meet-
ing of the board to be Tuesday,
January 19 at 7:30 p.m. at Lin-
coln School.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW LOOK...The 2016 Garwood Borough Council,  back row, pictured from
left to right, are: Jim Mathieu, Joe Sarno, Mike Martin, Lou Petruzzelli; front
row, left to right, Sara Todisco, Mayor Charles Lombardo and Ileen Cuccaro.

Cranford Hist. Society Plans
King Program on Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present a “Mar-
tin Luther King” program this
Sunday, January 10, from 2 to 4
p.m. It will take place at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum,
located at 124 North Union Av-
enue, Cranford. The program will
start promptly at 2:15 p.m.

Using primary sources, local
historian Christine Glazer will take
a look back at the summer of
1963 and the state of race rela-
tions in Cranford at the time of
Martin Luther King’s “I Have a
Dream” speech. Several local citi-
zens and prominent local clergy-
men were involved in this his-
toric event.

Since 1996, Ms. Glazer has been
Museum Education chairwoman
for the Cranford Historical Soci-
ety. She has served in many

capacities at the Society, includ-
ing as president and chairwoman
of the board. Ms. Glazer has a
Master’s Degree in Individual-
ized Study with emphasis on
American Women’s History, Mu-
seum Studies and Performance
Art. She has extensively re-
searched the work of Cranford
residents such as Alice Lakey,
Dr. Deborah Wolfe and others.

Admission is free but reserva-
tions are required. To reserve a
seat, call the Historical Society’s
office at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, has been
dedicated to the preservation and
perpetuation of Cranford’s his-
tory. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

board members and the commu-
nity to keep it that way,” he said.

Ms. Kessler is the director of
academic innovations at the KIPP
Charter School in Newark. Prior
to that, she was the principal at
Madison Middle School. Ms.
Loikith is a middle school teacher
in Milburn and has been an edu-
cator for over 17 years. Mr. Coo-
per, Mr. Hulse and Ms. Loikith
were elected for year terms, while
Ms. Kessler has one year to com-
plete of Ms. Patella’s original
term.

In other business, board attor-
ney Anthony Sciarrillo delivered
the first portion of the state man-
dated ethics training for board
members, based on the School
Ethics Act, which consisted of
five key “Cs”: commitment, chain
of command, confidentiality,
(avoidance of) conflicts and
claims. Interim Schools Superin-
tendent Marilyn Birnbaum also
delivered a presentation on team
work.

The board will meet next on
Monday, January 25, at 7 p.m. at
Lincoln School in Cranford.
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Synopsis of Cranford Mayor
Andis Kalnins’ New Year Speech

I am excited to have the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of
Cranford for another year and
especially to serve my third as
mayor. I believe that the consis-
tency of the last couple of years
have allowed us to achieve some
significant accomplishments and
I believe that the stability that
this type of continuity will bring
will allow us to hit the ground
running in 2016 and to continue
the work that we have started.
We have put good people in place
on the professional staff, we have
built controls that will keep our
government running more effi-
ciently and we have started to
reengage the government work-
ing with the public and respond-
ing to their needs. We have modi-
fied the hours of several of our
departments to be more avail-
able to the public, who after all
are our customers. We have up-
dated our website to make it easier
for people to get the information
they need and we will work in
2016 to add additional function-
ality to the website so people can
have access to the services they
need on a 24/7 basis.

We will continue the progress of
additional engagement with the
police and fire departments and
the township staff working with the

citizens and business communi-
ties. We will continue the focus on
rebuilding our roads and infrastruc-
ture. This is a problem that was
decades in the making and al-
though we have made great strides
over the last couple of years, we
still have a lot of work to do.

We have made some great
strides in the downtown. We have
several new buildings that are all
fully occupied, both with resi-
dents and businesses. But we
still have some buildings that are
in desperate need of renovation.
We have updated the zoning
regulations to provide a good
standard for the revitalization of
the downtown buildings. We will
continue to work toward getting
some of the dilapidated build-
ings rebuilt and focus on the
process of getting new businesses
into the empty spaces as quickly
as possible, by getting govern-
ment out of the way.

We have rewritten the prop-
erty maintenance codes to con-
solidate and simplify them. We
have seen some good success
with many of the properties that
have been eyesores now being
better maintained. We need to
keep that focus on those proper-
ties, and make sure that they
continue the maintenance or,
better yet, get them out of the
bank process and to people who
want to live in Cranford and main-
tain their own homes.

We will also continue to work
with the Mayor’s Council on
Rahway River Flooding to insure
that our project stays in the spot-
light and that it continues to
move forward thought the Army
Corps of Engineers process to
finish the study so that we can get
Congressional funding to build

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Kalnins to Serve Third Year as
Mayor; Robert D’Ambola Resigns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins, a
Republican, was appointed for a
third consecutive year as mayor
Monday night at the yearly reor-
ganization meeting of the town-
ship committee. Mary O’Connor
was appointed as deputy mayor
after being appointed last year
when Lisa Adubato resigned for a
state Superior Court judge posi-
tion. Ms. O’Connor is also the
commissioner of public safety.

The third Republican on the
committee, Robert D’Ambola, has
submitted his letter of resigna-
tion from his post on the commit-
tee, effective January 5, Mr.
D’Ambola told The Westfield
Leader. He is moving this month
to be closer to his two new grand-
children.

“I would have loved to have
stayed. I’m going to miss the
township committee,” he told The
Leader. “I think we accomplished
a lot,” and went on to say that
more positive things will be hap-
pening in the downtown.

In other reorganization busi-
ness, Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, was
sworn in to a second term on the
committee by Jersey City Mayor
Steven Fulop. Commissioner of
Finance Patrick Giblin, a Demo-
crat, who was sworn in late last
year to fill an unexpired term,
was presented with a certificate
of election presented by Town-
ship Clerk Tara Rowley.

“I’m excited about the oppor-
tunity to serve Cranford…I be-
lieve the consistency over the
last couple years has allowed us
to achieve certain accomplish-
ments. The stability….allows us
to hit the ground running…,”
Mayor Kalnins said in the annual
mayoral address to the town-

ship.
Streets and infrastructure im-

provements will continue, he said.
“We have made great strides in

the downtown,” he said. “We will
continue to work toward getting
some of those dilapidated build-
ings rebuilt…we need to get gov-
ernment out of the way,” he said.

Monitoring maintenance of pri-
vate properties is another initia-
tive that will continue this year.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Flood Control continues to
move forward with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers study of the
Rahway River, he said, and Mayor
Kalnins will be in Washington on
Tuesday, January 26 to lobby for
the flood control project.

Other local flood initiatives the
committee is to focus on this
year include Orchard Brook,
phase 2B, and phase 3 of
Cranford’s flood control plan, he
said.

Mayor Kalnins also noted Cran-
ford has seen the “lowest taxes”
in the past two years.

He concluded with a teary eyed
thank you to his family for their
support of his work to the town-
ship and all the missed sports
games and activities while serv-
ing the township. “I work to keep
the township of Cranford going
and hopefully improve it…,” he
said.

Mr. Hannen, commissioner of
public affairs, said in his speech
that in 2016 he would like to see
holiday free parking extended to
street parking and all parking
areas, the redevelopment of
North Avenue in the downtown,
commitment to provide safe rec-
reational facilities for the resi-
dents, and a new senior citizen
bus.

“I’m impressed with Mayor
Fulop’s tenure in Jersey City,”

said Mr. Hannen, and added he
would work with him to “tackle
challenges that face working
families in Cranford and through-
out New Jersey.” Another focus
for the year, he said, is “to con-
tinue to strive to keep Cranford
affordable for senior residents.”
He noted the many volunteers
and charities that “make Cranford
a very special place.”

At Monday’s meeting Mr.
D’Ambola, who served as com-
missioner of public works/engi-
neering, touted the township’s
emergency services as “excel-
lent” and called the Department
of Public Works (DPW) the “invis-
ible emergency services” and
noted the DPW’s work to repair
the water main break on Thanks-
giving Day. He also said the
municipal staff and volunteers
“make us look good.”

Deputy Mayor O’Connor said
Cranford residents “look after one
another.” She noted that the
school resource officer program
was expanded in 2015. This year
she will continue to have office
hours and plans to hold Town
Hall forums.

A number of appointments to
various committees were made.
Township attorney Diane Dabulas
was reappointed. Township En-
gineer Carl O’Brien was reap-
pointed, 5-0, as township engi-
neer, and the firm he works with,
Maser Consulting, was awarded
a contract, 5-0, for in-housing
engineering services for 2016,
for $50,000.

Senior Pastor Tom Rice of Cran-
ford Alliance Church gave the
invocation followed by the Flag
Salute led by the Police and Fire
Honorary Color Guard.
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the project. I will be going down
to Washington on January 26 to
keep the focus on the importance
of our project in Congress and to
keep it moving as we go from the
study to fighting to get the project
funded for Construction.

But while we push that project,
we will continue to do what we can
locally to maintain the river and
finish the storm water manage-
ment projects that have been on
the books for over a decade. We
have funded the engineering of the
Orchard Brook project last year,
and have started the work with the
DEP and the preliminary engineer
work. We have submitted the phase
IIB flood control project on the
north side of the river for state
funding, and we have applied for a
grant to fund the Phase III on the
south side of the river of the local
flood control project.

And we have done all of this
while keeping a continuing to
emphasis on keeping taxes down
by balancing what we need and
those services that we want. We
have seen, at least on a munici-
pal level, some of the lowest tax
increase over the last two years.
We will continue to emphasize
fiscal responsibility as we build
the 2016 budget.

Lastly, I would like to thank my
family who has given so much for
me to be here. Without their
support of letting me out night
after night, weekend event after
weekend event, and all of the
times in between I could not be
here or be effective. Thank you
to my wife Joanne, Caitlin, Patrick
and Michael for all of the missed
hockey, football, soccer, wres-
tling, lacrosse, swimming prac-
tices and games. I think the work
we do here to keep the Township
of Cranford is worth it and will be
worth it, and hopefully someday
you will too.

Thank you all. God Bless
Cranford.

Mayor Andis Kalnins
Township of Cranford

Letters Continued
My first year as mayor has gone

by very quickly, and I look for-
ward to the next. I would not
have gotten through it with any
success if it were not for our
professionals who were of a great
assistance to me. The adminis-
trative staff – Ms. Ariemma, our
business administrator, and her
staff, is the hub of the wheel
called Garwood, conducting the
affairs of government, structur-
ing meetings, special programs
and management of our govern-
ment on a daily basis.

Police Chief Underhill and his
officers enforce our laws and en-
sure the prevention and detec-
tion of crime in our borough. Fire
Chief Tharaldsen and his
firefighters provide emergency
firefighting and rescue services
for, not only here but in mutual
aid to surrounding communities.
Clint Dickson, our DPW superin-
tendent and his department pro-
vide multi-task operations such
as garbage pick-up, street clean-
ing, line striping, tree pruning,
leaf pick-up, snow removal and
sewer work at a high level of
efficiency. First Aid Captain Jim
Willix and his staff provide the
emergency medical services to
our residents and business when
in need, offering support and
transportation to local hospitals.

All of our volunteers who serve
on the borough’s committees and
organizations are the true back-
bone of our community life. If
anyone would like to volunteer
for a committee, please reach
out to me or any council member
and we’ll welcome your assis-
tance.

On June 25th, the mayor and
council members participated in
the Village of Garwood ribbon
cutting, a senior facility that cov-
ers the needs of the growing
elderly population in America.
The mayor and council partici-
pated in four other ribbon cutting
ceremonies for new business
ventures in Garwood. The sec-
ond annual “Garwood Rocks,”

sponsored by the chamber and
other local businesses, was a
great success. We also welcomed
the Union County child safety
seat inspection program, held at
our local Garwood First Aid Squad
building.

The county assisted the bor-
ough by providing 30K worth
digitized tax maps, 30K in an
infrastructure and municipal aid
grant, a $2,500 grant for the
purpose of “Greening Union
County,” purchasing shade trees.
We also received $5,000 from
the Village of Garwood construc-
tion firm that accidentally took
down a large evergreen tree on
the corner of the property. This
money will be used to supple-
ment our borough tree planting
program. Garwood also received
a $8,900 state grant for the Clean
Communities Program and 200K
from the Department of
Transportation’s Municipal Aid
Program for roadways.

The council authorized the bal-
ance of payment to cover all
change orders and the final pay-
ment for the Garwood Sports
and Recreation Complex.

A new Office of Emergency Man-
agement director was hired and
he has developed an updated
Garwood Emergency Manage-
ment plan that has been accepted
by the New Jersey State Police.

The 2015 council passed a 253
ordinances and resolutions in-
cluding residential parking per-
mits and a leased parking space
service agreement, various im-
provement bonds, the creation
of a junior firefighter program
and a community block grant
from the county for 18.5 K. In
addition, they authorized 2014
LOSAP for the firemen and first
aid squad, the complete rules
and regulations for the Sports
Complex, a new police contract,
an inter-local service janitorial
agreement with the Garwood
Board of Ed, and obtained law
enforcement emergency equip-
ment to support the Garwood

Police from the government sur-
plus program, purchased a new
dispatch and communication sys-
tem, replacing an original sys-
tem that was in place since the
1980s.

The council also authorized the
planning board to undertake pre-
liminary investigation of areas
on North and South Avenues in
order to declare them as areas in
need of redevelopment and to
commence redevelopment plans.

As we bid farewell to our col-
leagues, Bill Nierstedt and Carol
Kearney, I wish them well in their
future endeavors. I would like to
congratulate and welcome new
council members Joe Sarno and
Ileen Cuccaro to the council. Dur-
ing 2016, I will continue to invite
council members, on a monthly
basis, to join me for Mayor’s
Saturday, to meet with any resi-
dents who wish to stop by to
express their concerns and com-
ments. We meet the third Satur-
day of each month at 11 a.m.,
here in the council chambers.

Recycling will now be picked up
on Wednesdays in 2016, alter-
nating every other week on the
north side and south side. Recy-
cling will start on Wednesday,
January 6 on the north side of
town, followed by Wednesday,
January 13 on the South side.
Bulk pickup is scheduled for the
weeks of June 27th and October
17th.

As a member of the planning
board, I will continue to monitor
and review the process of the
redevelopment of North and
South Avenues. I will continue to
keep open communication with
NJ Transit about increasing rid-
ership and securing more stops
in Garwood.

Our annual “Garwood Rocks”
event will once again explode in
the center of town on Sunday,
June 5, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

I will continue to monitor and
support our shared services
agreement with Fanwood to keep
the best interests of Garwood at
the forefront of any discussions.

I give my support to a recent
article entitled “NJ Mayors can
lead the change in the fight to
renew the transportation Trust
Fund.” Without paying into a
transportation trust fund, the re-
newal of grant monies to munici-
palities will disappear.

My phone number and email
address have not changed and I
welcome your comments and
concerns.

On behalf of myself and my
family, I wish everyone a very
healthy and prosperous new year.

Mayor Charles Lombardo
Garwood

Synopsis of Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo’s New Year Speech

Garwood Seniors
Seek New Members

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Club is looking for new mem-
bers. Two meetings are held each
month, on the first and third
Thursdays.

Meetings start at noon at the
Garwood Fire House, located at
403 South Avenue, Garwood.
They are followed by lunch and a
guest speaker.

Additionally, the club runs four
day trips a year, one to Atlantic
City and three dinner shows. If
interested, call Pat at (908) 789-
0835 for further information.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribeProbitas Verus Honos



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-12  Thursday, January 7, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

U.C. College Names Two Governors to the Bd.
CRANFORD – Sandra Fishinger

and Mr. Anthony Manger, Esq.,
were appointed to Union’s pres-
tigious Board of Governors dur-
ing its December 1 meeting. Both
have been active participants on
the College’s Foundation Board,
which raises nearly $1 million
annually to provide scholarships
for students who need a financial
boost for tuition. And both have
created scholarships as a per-
manent legacy to their commit-
ment to Union’s students.

Ms. Fishinger of Rahway re-
tired from Union in July 2007 at
the rank of Senior Professor of
English completing a 38 year
teaching career. Ms. Fishinger’s
career began in the Union County
Technical Institute, which merged
with Union College, a junior col-
lege, in 1982 to become the com-
prehensive community college it
is today. Ms. Fishinger taught
courses in contemporary, world,
and American literature; public
speaking; poetry; and composi-
tion/introduction to literature.
She also developed several online
courses and maintained an infor-
mational website for students.

From 1992 to 1999, Ms.
Fishinger served as the Transfer
Articulation Director and was re-
sponsible for effectuating agree-
ments with four-year colleges
and universities that would allow
the direct transfer of associate
degrees without the loss of cred-
its. She served as the Chairper-
son of the Faculty from 1996-

2000, and as a member of the
Educational Opportunity Fund
Advisory and Community boards
for more than 35 years.

Ms. Fishinger also has exten-
sive experience in community
service, currently serving as one
of five commissioners on the
Rahway Parking Authority Board.
She served on the Board of Di-
rectors of Literacy Volunteers of
Union County from 2009-2012,
and served as vice president of
the board for one year. In 2008
she was appointed to the Board
of Trustees of the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway
and in 2012 and 2014 was Presi-
dent of their Board of Trustees.
Finally, in May 2012, Ms. Fishinger
was the first retired faculty mem-
ber to serve on the Board of
Trustees of the Union County
College Foundation. She has two
scholarships in her name—one
for students in the American
Honors program and the other
for students in the Educational
Opportunity Fund.

Mr. Manger has spent more
than 25 years of his law career
focusing his practice on the
healthcare industry and nonprofit
institutions in New Jersey, as

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Clergy Council and the Interfaith
Human Relations Committee has
announced that the fourth an-
nual Cranford Community Ser-
vice Project Fair will take place
on Monday, January 18, in con-
junction with the observance of
Dr. Martin Luther King’s birth-
day. All are welcome. There is no
pre-registration. For admission,
participants are asked to con-
sider donating dry or canned
goods, disposable diapers, and/
or new, clean, unworn socks,
which will be donated to Cranford
Family Cares; a soup kitchen,
and Raphael’s Life House.

Participants of all ages will have
an opportunity to complete sev-
eral hands-on service projects
during the event, which will be
held from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in
Bates Hall at the First Presbyte-
rian Church, located at 11 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford. Every-
one also is invited to attend the
Interfaith Community Service
commemorating Dr. King on
Thursday, January 14, at 7 p.m.
It will take place at the Cranford
Alliance Church, located at 7
Cherry Street.

Congregations from Cranford
houses of worship are asked to
collect and contribute the follow-
ing items for the projects: single-
serve healthy snacks, including
sugar-free products; single-serve
juice boxes; single-serve 1-per-
cent low-fat milk boxes, non-
refrigerated, like Parmalat; single
fruit or applesauce cups; single-
serve sugar-free cereal boxes,
such as Cheerios or Rice Krispies;
single-serve microwaveable pop-
top meals like stew or macaroni
and cheese (no Ramen type
noodle cups); any houseclean-
ing products, such as spray clean-
ers, multi-purpose cleaners, toi-
let bowl cleaners, sponges and
other such products, and dispos-

able baby diapers of any size.
Donations can be dropped off at
any house of worship. The goal is
to serve at least 150 children for
each of the food projects (Com-
munity FoodBank and Cranford
Family Care) and 30 families
(women’s shelter) with the clean-
ing products.

Donations should be delivered
to the First Presbyterian Church’s
Bates Hall between 7 and 9 p.m.
on Sunday, January 17. Some-
one will be available to unload
the items from cars. If that
timeframe is not possible, inter-
ested persons are asked to call
Janice at (908) 612-5465 for an
alternate time.

well as in New York, Pennsylva-
nia and Connecticut. Prior to
forming his own firm, he was the
head of the Health Care Group at
Norris, McLaughlin & Marcus, P.A.

Mr. Manger has handled some
of the largest mergers and ac-
quisitions in the health care in-
dustry in New Jersey. He orga-
nized the state’s largest mal-
practice insurer and has served
as legal counsel to a national
association of professional liabil-
ity insurers. He has vast experi-
ence in health care regulatory,
corporate and contract matters,
tax exemption, patient care, and
other health care issues.

His law degree is from Colum-
bia Law School and he has bar
admissions in New Jersey and
the U.S. District Court, District of
New Jersey. Mr. Manger has pro-
fessional affiliations with the
American Bar Association, New
Jersey State Bar Association,
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants, American
Health Lawyers Association, and
the Healthcare Financial Man-
agement Association.

Mr. Manger has also served on
many nonprofit boards, includ-
ing the Montgomery Academy,
which he chaired for more than
10 years, the New Ballet Com-
pany as Vice President and Trea-
surer, The Commission on Ac-
creditation for Home Care as
President, and Faith in Housing
as President. He is the Vice Chair
of the Board of Trustees of the
Union County College Founda-
tion and is a member of the
Board of Advisors for Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Center of
Excellence in Leadership, Gover-
nance, and Philanthropy.

Last year, the John A. and Ruth
Davis Manger Scholarship be-
came endowed at the “Centu-
rion” ($100,000 level) and gen-
erates $5,000 annually, in per-
petuity, for student scholarships.

For more information about
Union County College, go to
www.ucc.edu.

Service Project Fair Jan. 18
To Honor Legacy of MLK

Cranford Library
Offers Adult Reading
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library has announced its
second annual Adult Winter Read-
ing Program. Open to adults age
18 and older, the program will
run for six weeks, from January
19 to March 2. There will be
weekly random drawings for
prizes, and grand prizes will be
awarded at the end of the pro-
gram, courtesy of the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library.

Registration is not required for
this activity. The library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
For more information about what
is happening at the library, go to
cranford.com/library.
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Floraphile to View
Gardening DVD

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will
meet on Tuesday, January 19,
at 12:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center to view a
DVD entitled The Art & Practice
of Gardening: England, Ireland
& America.

This DVD features every ma-
jor garden style and practice
from noteworthy private and
public gardens.

Guests are welcome at 12:45
p.m. at a fee of $5 each. Any-
one interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or seeking more in-
formation on upcoming events
is invited to contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the organization on Facebook
at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub. The
Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.



L E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N TL E A D E R / T I M E S  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N T
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
Our newspaper will be mailed to your home and/or place of business each week within the USA

WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK, SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW PROVIDENCE

TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!
Click HereBy CC Online

By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

