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WF Planning Bd. Okays 7-Eleven
At Corner of Grove and Central

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written  for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning
board approved 7-Eleven’s proposal
to put one of its convenience stores
on the site of a long-abandoned gas
station at the intersection of Cen-
tral Avenue and Grove Street, giv-
ing the go-ahead over the objec-
tions of several neighbors.

“We don’t need it, don’t want it,”
said Jennifer Silver, who lives at
the corner of West Grove Street and
Carleton Road. “Hopefully an ordi-
nance will be amended. That’s the
only shot we have at this time. We’ll
never be able to sell our house.”

The okay at the January 6 meet-

ing came following a reorganiza-
tion session in which Vincent Wilt
was re-elected chairman and Rob-
ert Newell was re-elected vice-
chairman. Town Planner Donald
Sammet and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon also were sworn in. Sam
Della Fera and Bill West were wel-
comed as new members.

The 7-Eleven was granted sev-
eral variances, including allowing
for a front-of-store parking area
and side yard trash dumpster.

 “I think we went a long way to
meet the C-2 criteria and that the
variance will not have a negative
impact on the area,” 7-Eleven attor-
ney Jason Tuvel told the board, re-

ferring to the section of the New
Jersey municipal land-use law that
allows the board to grant the ex-
emptions.

It was the third hearing on the
proposal, including one in Decem-
ber in which the chambers was
packed with residents who objected
to the store, which would operate
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Objections ranged from declining
property values, a busy intersection
— one which is used by children on
their way to and from Edison Inter-
mediate School at the southwest
end of Grove Street,  a loitering
magnet for teens, lighting, signage
and criminal activity.

The neighbors at the December
meeting also complained about a
“fake brick rectangular design”
which was incompatible with the
neighborhood.

7-Eleven officials addressed the
issue on Wednesday, presenting an
architectural design with a false sec-
ond floor, including two dormers
and a real brick facade which would
surround the building.

“We took the planner’s report and
drove around the neighborhood,”
7-Eleven architect Gary Aliesch
said. “We’ve redesigned the roof to
have two dormers, (and) a 30-year
guaranteed roof with snow guards.”

The entrance of the store will
have two pilasters and a canopy. A
six-foot fence will surround the
backyard, which will be monitored
by a camera.

“The changes are for the better,”
he said. “This new design is more in
keeping with the neighborhood.”

A Carleton Road resident told the
board she still thinks kids will hop
the fence and hang out there.

At previous meetings, the com-
pany promised to minimize signage
and lighting and vowed to have no

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Hears Requests for
Fairs, WF Baseball Parade

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FOND MEMORIES... Jack Kasich, second from left, owner of the Robert Treat Delicatessen on Quimby Street, which is
closing this week, said goodbye to his customers, former employees and community members during a gathering at the deli
Sunday afternoon. The Kasich family purchased the business from the Sturke family in 1978. The deli was founded in 1932.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) is requesting ad-
ditional outdoor space for the bi-
yearly outdoor festivals held in the
downtown. The popular Spring
Fling and FestiFall events draw
some 25,000 to 30,000 people, and
vendor space has become sold out,
said Executive Director Gene
Jannotti Tuesday at the town
council’s conference session.

So, the GWACC is requesting to
use the North Avenue Train Station
lot to house the children’s area to
make room on East Broad, Elm and
Quimby Streets for additional ven-
dors. At least 20 to 40 more vendors
could be added if this were to happen,
Mr. Jannotti said. About 200 vendors
currently are contracted for each of
the events, Mr. Jannotti told The
Westfield Leader.

There are traffic and safety con-
cerns, Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said.

“I realize the concerns,” said Mr.
Jannotti, who chaired the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce prior to com-
ing to GWACC 18 months ago.
“Cranford has three fairs a year…half
of the fair is on the north side of North
Avenue and half the fair on the south
side of North Avenue,” Mr. Jannotti
said.

The request is to be discussed with
the Traffic and Safety Committee,
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said. If an
agreement can be made, it would not
happen in time for the Spring Fling,
Mr. Gildea said.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council (WNC) also requested to hold
three fairs this year. Mary Withers of
the WNC discussed the activities the
group has been offering to the com-
munity, such as a cooking class held

Saturday afternoons, and a dance
group with 19 children, held Satur-
days from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., which
has 19 children in attendance. “Our
community is truly changing,” she
said.

The family of Greta Schoenemann
is starting up its own 501c3 and is
planning to coordinate its own Greta’s
Run, instead of through the Westfield
Area Y. The Y is to continue holding
a 5K, under a different title, with
proceeds to support the special-needs
program for young adults that it pre-
viously supported when it sponsored
Greta’s Run, and requested from the
council to hold this event this year.

“The Schoenemann family will
possibly do a run, too,” Mr. Gildea
said. The family’s 501c3 will allow
for the family to do more events,
Mayor Skibitsky said.

The Westfield Baseball League re-
quested to hold its Opening Day Pa-
rade on Saturday, April 23, which is
later in the month than usual, Mr.
Gildea said. The time and place will
be the same, he said.

During the official council meet-
ing, resident Shawn Mullen of
Carleton Road, who has opposed the
7-Eleven application for Grove Street
and Central Avenue that was approved
by the Westfield Planning Board last

Garwood GOP Councilman’s
Salary-Cut Bid Defeated

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW SEATING ARRANGEMENT...The Garwood Council, with two new
members, gathers for its first full meeting of the year in a new seating configura-
tion with, from left to right, Jim Mathieu, Sara Todisco, Lou Petruzzelli, Mayor
Charles Lombardo, Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, Ileen Cuccaro,
Mike Martin and Joe Sarno. Borough Attorney Bob Renaud is at lower left.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Newly sworn-in
Republican Councilman Joe Sarno
fulfilled a campaign promise to re-
duce his government stipend to $1
Tuesday, but Democrat Mayor
Charles Lombardo stymied his effort
to cut it for all members, casting the
deciding no ballot in a 4-to-3 vote.

The suggestion of all but eliminat-
ing compensation – $1,500 for coun-
cil members and $1,800 for the mayor
– at the first full council meeting of
the year turned contentious, with
Democrat Councilwoman Sara
Todisco calling the motion a “strictly
self-serving political move.” Two
members of the planning board, Paul
Nieves and former Democrat Coun-
cilman Bill Nierstedt, both decried
the motion during the public com-
ment portion of the work session.

While Mr. Nieves called the pro-
posal “insulting and patronizing,” and
Mr. Nierstedt referred to it as “politi-
cal showboating,” former planning
board member Bruce Paterson
complimented it and praised Mr.

Sarno’s other suggestion that council
members not receive health insur-
ance through the borough. Mr. Pater-
son has asked council several times
in recent years to eliminate or limit
health benefits for elected officials.

The latter would only apply to Lou
Petruzzelli. State law was changed in
2010 to prohibit part-time elected
council officials from receiving ben-
efits except for those who were serv-
ing at that time. Mr. Petruzzelli, who
won a third term in November 2014,
is grandfathered under the previous
law.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma remarked that she did not
know if council could deny health
benefits to council members already
receiving them, but Mr. Sarno said
the New Jersey town of Dumont did
it three years ago and Midland Park
did likewise within the last month.

He promised to send the informa-
tion to Ms. Ariemma. Mr. Lombardo
insisted the matter go through com-
mittee and initially suggested finance.
However, finance committee mem-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Brian Trusdell  for The Westfield Leader
A MORE COMFORTABLE WAIT...NJ Transit has erected a larger shelter on
the eastbound (Newark-bound) side of the Raritan Valley Line station at
Garwood just in time for the colder and more wintry weather expected in January
and February.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
EAGLE SCOUTS...Pictured, from left to right, William G. Pritchett, Andrew
Francis Ramirez and Christian A. Wurzburger pose for a picture before being
acknowledged for acheiving the rank of Eagle Scout at Cranford's Township
Committee meeting Tuesday.

Mallon Selected to Fill
Vacant Cranford Seat

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Local attorney
John Mallon was chosen by the
Cranford Township Committee on
Tuesday to fill the council seat of
Robert D’Ambola, who resigned
earlier this month citing personal
reasons.

With Mr. D’Ambola’s term set to
expire in December, Township
Clerk Tara Rowley informed the
commissioners that the Union
County Clerk’s office had con-
firmed a special election was not
required to fill the vacancy.

Mayor Andis Kalnins announced
at Monday’s workshop session that
three candidates had been nomi-
nated to fill the remainder of Mr.
D’Ambola’s term. From those three,
Deputy Mayor Mary O’Connor
nominated Mr. Mallon, a Republi-
can.

Mayor Kalnins supported the
nomination of Mr. Mallon, but
Democratic Commissioners Patrick
Giblin and Thomas Hannen, Jr. re-
quested more time to consider the
nominees.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting,
however, neither Mr. Giblin nor Mr.
Hannen voiced any objection to the
nomination of Mr. Mallon. He was
elected unanimously and will be
sworn in at the next township com-
mittee meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 26, maintaining the Republi-
cans’ 3-to-2 majority control.

In other official business, Mayor
Kalnins reported receiving several
calls from concerned residents
about the ongoing 2016 Union
County deer management program.

Forty agents, who are approved
and licensed hunters, have been se-
lected to cull deer in seven loca-
tions across the county, including

Lenape and Nomahegan Parks in
Cranford.

Many of the complaints dealt with
the lack of signage at the parks,
Mayor Kalnins said.

The goal of the program is to
prevent overbrowsing of native veg-
etation both in the parks and sur-
rounding residential properties. The
operation also aims to reduce the
incidence of motor vehicle acci-
dents.

Based on counts conducted in
April and May, there are over 200
deer per square mile in the areas
around Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks.

That number is substantially
higher than other areas in the county
such as Watchung Reservation,
which has 47 deer per square mile.

Agents are conducting baited
hunts from tree-stands at least 20
feet off the ground above or near
baiting stations.

Mayor Kalnins said that hunters
must shoot down from the tree-
stand at a 45-degree angle and from
no farther than 40 feet.

Hunters are in the parks between
5 a.m. and 8 p.m. every Monday,
weather permitting. The hunt be-
gan January 2 and is to end Satur-
day, February 13. They are only
permitted to shoot during daylight
hours.

If the weather on a Monday is
poor, the hunt will be rescheduled
to Wednesday or Friday of that
week.

There will be no hunt on Mon-
day, January 18, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. Next week’s hunt
will be moved to Wednesday.

The program aims to remove 145
deer from Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WF Rec. Panel Considers
Tamaques Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its annual reor-
ganization meeting on Monday night.

Peter Echausse, who Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky reappointed as chair-
man of the commission, began the
meeting by welcoming former coun-
cilman James Foerst as the newest
member. Mr. Foerst was appointed by
the mayor to replace Loren Weinstein,
who retired after 12 years of service.
Mr. Foerst, an attorney, and his family
have lived in Westfield since 2001. As
part of the annual restructuring, Larry
McDermott was appointed chairman
of the pool committee, and commis-
sion members Jennifer Czarnecki,
William Kelly and Mr. Foerst were
appointed to the parks and fields com-
mittee. Mr. Foerst was also asked to
serve on the pool committee. In addi-
tion, Gary Fox agreed to assume re-
sponsibility for creating and main-
taining the minutes of the group’s
monthly meetings.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann shared a draft version of
the 2016 Memorial Pool member-
ship brochure with the commission
and urged residents to consider join-
ing the pool. Memorial Pool has been
recognized by several national recre-
ation department groups as one of the
finest complexes in the state with
water slides, a dedicated children’s
area and activities such as swim les-
sons, a competitive swim team and
family fun nights. The 2016 pool
season will begin Saturday, June 4,
and end Monday, September 5.

Chris Langhart, who serves as com-
mission liaison with the school board,
advised the group of a request from
the Westfield High School crew club.
The crew team has asked the recre-
ation commission to assist them in
locating a facility for the off-season
storage of their equipment. The com-
mission members expressed support
for the growing crew program but
agreed before any decision could be
made it was necessary to first obtain
additional information regarding the
availability of storage options at board
of education-owned properties.

Commission members then re-
viewed revised design drawings for
the proposed improvements to
Tamaques Park, which include the
possible installation of lighted artifi-
cial turf fields in the lower plateau of
the southern portion of the park. The
new drawings, which are the third set
prepared by John Belle, a supervising
engineer for design and construction
at Greene Engineering Inc., reflected
the input received from several user
groups including the soccer, lacrosse
and football communities.

Commission members Michael
Cash and Mr. Fox proposed asking
Mr. Belle to broaden the scope of the
proposed project to include relocating
the shuffleboard and basketball courts
and moving the equipment storage
shed out of the parking area, which
they noted would create badly needed
additional parking. They also sug-
gested possibly modifying the road in
the park to permit the creation of two
large fields rather than the current
proposal of one approximately 360
feet by 195 feet and another approxi-
mately 270 feet by 135 feet.

Other commission members agreed
to ask Mr. Belle to investigate the
feasibility of the expansion proposal.
Mr. Echausse reminded the public that
while everyone is anxious to resolve
the issues with poor field conditions in
town, the Tamaques Park project was
still in the early phases and many
issues still remain including obtaining
additional input from user groups, fi-
nancing the project and timing of the
construction.

The commission also discussed sev-
eral ongoing and proposed capital
projects. Mr. Kaufmann provided an
update on the renovations to the
restrooms at Memorial Park.

He advised the group of the results
of his recent meeting with David Bailey
of Forefront Design, who explained it
would take approximately three-and-
a-half to four months to perform the
site survey, design and installation of
the new restroom facilities. The build-
ing will include a 10-foot concrete

patio in the back of the facility which,
Mr. Kaufmann noted, would be large
enough to accommodate bake sales
and other food service activities dur-
ing games.

He also noted that the entrance to
the storage area would now be on the
side instead of the back of the build-
ing. Mr. Echausse stated that the goal
is to have the facility fully functional
during the 2016 sport season.

The group then discussed a request
from the lacrosse community to sup-
port the installation of a practice wall.
The location of the wall, which would
be fully fenced, has not yet been deter-
mined but the commission agreed to
continue discussions with the lacrosse
organizations.

Members received a detailed up-
date on the steps that have been taken
to remove tree roots at Tamaques Park,
which will allow the use of a riding
mower in the area. Additionally, infor-
mation was disclosed on the grading
which will be necessary before in-
stalling a donated storage shed on
Field Three of the Gumbert baseball
complex. Mr. Kaufmann also advised
that new mulch will be spread in the
playground area at Sycamore Park,
and the recreation department was
investigating the cost of replacing the
swings in the park.

The commission’s next meeting will
be Monday, February 1.

LONG-TIME MEMBERS...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
honored members for their milestones of service at its annual holiday party at the
Shackamaxon Country Club. Executive Director Gene Janotti, right, presents
plaques to, from left to right, Mark Elsasser, Westfield Area Y; Dr. Stanley
Gersch, Gersch Orthodontics; Susan Auer, Brunner Opticians; and Greg Blasi,
Vincentsen Associates.

Council Considers Pool Fee
Hike, Mun. Alliance Grant

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
AGAINST AROUND THE CLOCK...During the official council meeting, resi-
dent Shawn Mullen of Carleton Road, who has opposed the 7-Eleven application
for Grove Street and Central Avenue that was approved by the Westfield
Planning Board last week, asked the council again to consider amending its
ordinance banning 24-hour businesses.

week, asked the council again to con-
sider amending its ordinance for 24-
hour businesses.

He cited statistical data he compiled
for crimes at convenience stores in
Westfield and surrounding municipali-
ties. In Westfield, from 2012 to 2015,
there were 30 incidents of a criminal
nature, of which 23 percent happened
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6
a.m., he said. In Garwood and Moun-
tainside it was about 35 percent, he
said. “It is a very high figure,” he said.
“I think it is in the town’s best interest
to eliminate operations of retail busi-
nesses after 11 p.m. and before 6 a.m.”

“We all value the quality of life here
in town,” he said. “This is not a
Wychwood, Brightwood, East Broad,
West Broad, Northside, Southside is-
sue. This affects quality of life in the
entire town.”

The Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee is to review this re-
quest shortly, Mayor Skibitsky said.

Hatch Mott MacDonald was ap-
proved by resolution to act as the
town’s licensed sewer operator for a
yearly cost of $10,860. Robert
Buccino was appointed as fire offi-
cial, having also served last year.
Eleven special policemen were also
appointed, and were unchanged from
last year.

The next council meeting, to be
held Tuesday, January 26, is to have
a presentation for the Westfield High
School (WHS) Blue Devils champi-
onship football team, and on Tues-
day, February 9, the WHS Marching
Band is expected to have a special
presentation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

ber Mr. Petruzzelli questioned that.
“Being this is about me, should I be

on the committee?” he asked. Mr.
Lombardo and others agreed and the
matter was reassigned to laws and
licenses.

Ileen Cuccaro, who was elected
with Mr. Sarno in November, joined
her fellow Republican councilman in
eschewing her stipend and, with two-
term Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, voted for the motion to ask
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud to
draw up the appropriate legislation.

But Republican Councilman Mike
Martin, who at the reorganization
meeting a week earlier sided with
Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco on a
pair of votes that forced Mr.
Lombardo to break ties, again voted
with the Democrats without com-
ment to require Mr. Lombardo’s tie-
breaking vote.

The issue illustrated for the second
straight meeting the changed nature
of council, which went from 4-to-2
Democrat control last year to nomi-
nally 4-to-2 Republican control with
the election of Mr. Sarno and Ms.
Cuccaro.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro de-
feated Democrats Carol Kearney and
Mr. Nierstedt in November. How-
ever, Mr. Martin, who usually voted
with Democrats on disputed issues,
leaving Mr. Mathieu as the lone no
vote in 5-to-1 decisions, appears to
be continuing his voting pattern. That
has left council deadlocked and re-
quiring Mr. Lombardo to break the
tie.

Council completed its more than
three-hour meeting with an approxi-
mate one-hour-and-40-minute execu-
tive session to discuss a personnel
matter and the borough’s attempt to
get approval of an updated afford-
able-housing plan. The closed-door
confab included Zoning Code Offi-
cial/Planning Board Engineer Victor
Vinegra, who has been explaining a
proposed 320-unit apartment com-
plex for the largely abandoned Casale/
Petro industrial properties on South
Avenue.

Mr. Vinegra has told the planning
board that the consultant the borough
has hired to develop an affordable-
housing plan – also known as Mount
Laurel housing – has determined the
borough is deficient in 61 units. He
has said the proposal for the Casale/
Petro site would provide about a third
of those and would be critical in
shielding the borough from a
“builder’s remedy” project that would
include high-density housing about
which the borough would have no
input.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Council

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council unanimously voted
to appoint Councilman Robert W.
Messler and Borough Engineer
Michael Disko as Mountainside’s
representatives to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board during Tuesday night’s
council work session. The board is
responsible for reviewing and dis-
seminating information and mak-
ing recommendations to the state
Transportation Board on transpor-
tation improvement programs and
issues such safe routes to school
and bicycle use.

Councilman Keith C. Turner,
who is  chairman of the
Mountainside Pool Committee,
advised that the preliminary rec-
ommendation of the committee is
to increase the pool membership
fees for the 2016 pool season by 2
percent. The pool complex includes
a 50-Meter Olympic pool, a diving
tank and water slides, and offers a
variety of membership plans in-
cluding senior citizen and nanny
memberships.

The group discussed potential
best practices that might be used to
maximize the amount of funds re-

ceived from the Municipal Alliance
Grant program which is adminis-
tered by the Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. The
mission of the Municipal Alliance
is to be a “mechanism for imple-
menting policies to reduce alcohol-
ism and drug abuse and support
appropriate county and municipal-
based alcohol and drug abuse edu-
cation and public awareness activi-
ties.” Mountainside has been
awarded a grant of $15,743 for the
fiscal year which begins July 1. The
mayor noted the tremendous dev-
astation caused by the recent in-
crease in heroin use in Union
County and urged council mem-
bers to partner with the police de-
partment and the schools to create
awareness programs which might
comply with the strict requirements
of the program.

In other matters, the council voted
to approve the appointment of Luke
Gibbons as a member of the volun-
teer fire department and urged all
members of the public to attend the
next council meeting which will be
held on Tuesday, January 19 when
the council will issue a proclama-
tion recognizing the 50th anniver-
sary of the loss of Lieutenant James
T. Egan. Lt. Egan, a Mountainside
resident, jointed the United States
Marine Corp. after graduation from
Norte Dame in 1964 and was de-
clared missing in action after a re-
connaissance patrol in South Viet-
nam.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Planning
vending machines outside of the
building such as a Red Box DVD
dispensary. An ATM machine will
be located inside the building.

Mr. Newell said he was still both-
ered by the round-the-clock hours
of operation. That concern, how-
ever, can not be addressed by the
planning board, he said.  Only the
council can rule on that.

Mr. Sammet suggested a row of
arborvitae be planted and wrap
around the corner to screen the park-
ing lot.

Following the meeting, Midwood
Place resident Ann Dourio ex-
pressed her displeasure.

 “I don’t believe it belongs in our
neighborhood. There is no benefit
in it for the neighborhood,” she
said. “It’s unfortunate that people
who live in the area, who will be
impacted the most, seem to matter
the least.”

 Richard Peterson, also of
Midwood, echoed the sentiment.

 “I’m disappointed in the pro-
cess. I’m not going to elaborate,”
he said.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be Monday, February 1,
at the Municipal Building.

Hunters have operated for two
days so far under the plan. Mayor
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader
that he has been informed that nine
deer were killed in Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks on January 4 and
eight on January 11.

The parks are not closed during
the program. The county is respon-
sible for providing park users, local
residents and members of the com-
munity with information about the
program operations.

Mayor Kalnins instructed the po-
lice department to send out a Nixle
alert, an emergency notification sys-
tem utilizing text messages or e-
mail, to inform residents that the
deer hunt is occurring and to stay
on marked paths inside the parks.

Nomahegan Park contains a play-
ground, is located close to homes
on Riverside Drive, and is heavily
used by walkers.

The committee expressed con-
cern for the safety of park users and
a desire for better signage inform-
ing residents and park goers of the
hunting activities.

At Tuesday’s official meeting, the
committee requested the county sus-
pend the deer hunt in Nomahegan
Park.

Since Nomahegan is a county
park, the county may opt to con-
tinue its operations despite this re-
quest. In that event, the resolution
asks the county to provide signage
at all park entrances warning of the
ongoing hunt and urging visitors to
stay on the paths and trails.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Board OKs Three-Story
Building on South Avenue

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The zoning
board, on Monday evening, ap-
proved the application of 352 East
South Avenue, LLC, 352 and 354
South Avenue East, for its final
major site plan with c and d vari-
ances and to demolish an existing
three-story mixed use building at
352 South Avenue E. The applicant
wishes to construct a new three-
story building with retail use on the
first floor and to construct two, two-
bedroom apartments, one on the
second floor and another on the
third floor.

Stephen Hehl, the project attor-
ney, said the building would be a
sister building to a similar one to be
constructed at 254 South Avenue E
and would share a driveway and
parking area. He said the new build-
ing would be attractive and modern
and that two existing buildings
would be demolished to build the
new ones.

Site engineer Robert Templin said
the new building would have seven
parking spaces in Lot 7 and 10
spaces would be in Lot 8. He said
landscaping will be planted along
the property line to make the site
more attractive. He said the prop-
erty would have a paved parking
area and a shared driveway with the
other building. He also noted that
the two properties would have cross
access to parking.

Project architect Thomas
DiGiorgio said there will be a side
entrance for the indoor stairway to

the second and third floor apart-
ments. The apartments, he said, will
have a living room, dining room,
kitchen, two bedrooms and a bath.
He also said the retail space will be
at ground level and have barrier
free access. Mr. DiGiorgio said the
roof will be pitched and have gables.
He said the architecture will be at-
tractive. He said the building will
have an HVAC unit which will be
screened in the back of the build-
ing. He added that the building will
be energy efficient.

Planner Kevin O’Brien said the c
and d variances sought are for the
floor area ratio (FAR) and density.
He said the building will fit on the
same footprint of the building to be
demolished. Mr. O’Brien said the
applicant will replace the existing
sidewalks. He further said the build-
ing would fit into the transit ori-
ented development which is taking
place on South Avenue not far from
the train station. Mr. O’Brien con-
cluded by saying he sees no detri-
ment to the public good by the pro-
posed building. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel, speaking after
the vote, said it will enhance the
downtown.

Ana and Rui Azevedo of 101
Clifton Street were approved to con-
struct a white vinyl fence for their
property at the corner of Central
Avenue and Clifton Street. Ms.
Azevedo said they have two chil-
dren and three dogs and the wooden
fence on the property when they
bought the house was rotting. They
wish to put up a white vinyl fence to
enclose the backyard. Their imme-
diate neighbor on Central Avenue
told the board it would be hard for
her to see the light at the intersec-
tion when she was pulling out of
her driveway with the fence up. The
approval was given on the condi-
tion that the fence be placed five
feet from the property line to allow
a better line of sight for the neigh-
bor.

Timothy and Nina Donohue of
834 Shackamaxon Drive were ap-
proved to replace their three-car
garage which was destroyed when
a tree fell on it several years ago.

Geoffrey and Sidney Sherry of
837 Ramapo Way won an approval
to construct a pool and a playground
on their 1’3-acre property.

The board denied the application
of Darrin and Angelina Ciaccio of
167 Madison Avenue who wished
to construct a first and second story
addition to their home. The new
addition would include an attached
garage. The denial was based on
the board’s feeling that the project
was too massive and too close to the
property line.

The board held its annual reorga-
nization meeting prior to the busi-
ness meeting and welcomed two
new members, Jim Kelly and Rob-
ert Benacchio, who are filling the
spots that long time member Rob-
ert Burslem and Joe Loftus exited.

The next board meeting will be
Monday, February 8, at 7:30 p.m. at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.
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SP Planning Board Chooses
New Chair, Seeks Attorney

SP Zoning Bd. Re-Elects Officers,
Prepares for More Wawa Hearings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment re-elected its
officers at its reorganization meeting
last week as it looked at a 2016 agenda
that is likely to be dominated, at least
for the first several months, by its
ongoing consideration of the applica-
tion to build a gas station and conve-

nience store on U.S. Route 22.
At its January 7 meeting, the board

chose Anthony Gialanella to serve a
second year as chairman and Ken
Anderson to again serve as vice-chair-
man.  Long-time board attorney
Vincent Loughlin was reappointed
as well.

The board delayed until March 3 a
continuation of an application by

Messercola Brothers Building to di-
vide a property off Martine Avenue
into two lots.  The property — located
on Norwegian Wood, an unpaved cul-
de-sac off Martine Avenue between
Inverness and Parkwood Drives — is
situated in an R-1 zone that calls for
lots of at least one-acre.  Messercola’s
plan is to split the parcel to a build
single-family home on one lot just
over 34,000-square feet (about three-
quarters of an acre) and a second
house on the remaining 21,870 square
feet (about half of an acre).

The initial hearing on November 5
was adjourned amidst concerns by
board members and neighborhood
residents that oversized homes might
be built on the lots and alter the char-
acter of the neighborhood. The con-
tinuation of the hearing, expected to
take place last Thursday, but was fur-
ther postponed.

In the meantime, the zoning board
on February 4 will hold its sixth hear-
ing on the proposal to build a Wawa
convenience store and gas station on
eastbound Route 22 on a site now
occupied by the Sanguiliano Garden
Center. Over the course of the five
previous hearings — dating back to
April — Wawa has presented testi-
mony from Lori Kiedaisch, its project
engineer for the proposed site; Ronald
Klos, a professional engineer who
testified and answered questions from
residents and board members at the
July and early October hearings; John
Harter, a traffic engineer who testi-
fied at the October 29 hearing; and, at
the December 3 meeting, Irv Szeller,
a real estate manager for Wawa who
selected the Route 22 site.

The hearings have been well-at-
tended by neighborhood residents
concerned about the development’s
impact on traffic safety and conges-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NETWORKING...Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains hosted the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce at a networking breakfast on
December 15. Student ambassadors guided Chamber members to the cafeteria
and hosted tours of Union Catholic. Principal Sister Percylee Hart welcomed the
Chamber and Director of Development Susan Dyckman offered a brief snapshot
of what sets makes the UC high school experience so unique. Taylor Salomon, a
member of UC’s Class of 2016, enthusiastically shared some of her experiences
in the Young Entrepreneurs Academy and strongly encouraged Chamber mem-
bers to get their own children involved.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOND MEMORIES... Jack Kasich, second from left, owner of the Robert Treat Delicatessen on Quimby Street in Westfield,
which is closing this week, says goodbye to his customers, former employees and community members during a gathering at the
deli Sunday afternoon. The Kasich family purchased the business from the Sturke family in 1978. The deli was founded in 1932.

Paul Lachanauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE…An honor guard from the Union County
Sheriff’s Department opens the swearing-in ceremony for the county freehold-
ers’ organization meeting on January 3rd.

Paul Lachanauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SECOND CHAIR…Sergio Granados, center, is sworn in as vice-chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by Asm. Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield) at the board’s reorganization meeting on January 3rd.

WF Planning Bd. Okays 7-Eleven
At Corner of Grove and Central

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board selected Theresa Flood as
its new chairwoman while John Th-
ompson was named vice-chairman.

At its brief reorganization meeting
on Monday night, the board also wel-
comed a new member, Michael We-
ber, who was appointed to serve for
the duration of this year and replaces
chairman Michael Graziano, who re-
signed last fall.

The board still lacks two alternate
members with the departures of Ri-
chard Polhamus and Geri Samuel.
The board also lacks an attorney.

Evans Anyanwu, who served in the
position last year, left to work in
another capacity. A request for pro-
posal (RFP) was issued but only one
application was received so the board
is re-issuing the RFP in hopes of
being able to interview and then name

an attorney next month.
Besides the new chairwoman, vice-

chairman and Mr. Weber, the other
members of the board at present are
Joseph Doyle, who was also ap-
pointed as secretary at Monday’s
meeting, Mayor Kevin Glover, Coun-
cilman John Del Sordi, Paulette
Coronato, Robert LaCosta and James
Checchio, with two alternate mem-
bers still yet to be named.

The board’s next scheduled meet-
ing was to be Monday, January 25 but
has been cancelled due to the lack of
an attorney.

Two minor subdivision applica-
tions will be heard by the planning
board at either its meeting on Mon-
day, February 8 or Monday, February
22.  One significant agenda item the
board will face this year is the future
of the Bowcraft Amusement Park
property on westbound U.S. Route
22.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning
board approved 7-Eleven’s proposal
to put one of its convenience stores
on the site of a long-abandoned gas
station at the intersection of Cen-
tral Avenue and Grove Street, giv-
ing the go-ahead over the objec-
tions of several neighbors.

“We don’t need it, don’t want it,”
said Jennifer Silver, who lives at
the corner of West Grove Street and
Carleton Road. “Hopefully an ordi-

nance will be amended. That’s the
only shot we have at this time. We’ll
never be able to sell our house.”

The okay at the January 6 meet-
ing came following a reorganiza-
tion session in which Vincent Wilt
was re-elected chairman and Rob-
ert Newell was re-elected vice-
chairman. Town Planner Donald
Sammet and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon also were sworn in. Sam
Della Fera and Bill West were wel-
comed as new members.

The 7-Eleven was granted sev-
eral variances, including allowing
for a front-of-store parking area
and side yard trash dumpster.

 “I think we went a long way to
meet the C-2 criteria and that the
variance will not have a negative
impact on the area,” 7-Eleven attor-
ney Jason Tuvel told the board, re-
ferring to the section of the New
Jersey municipal land-use law that
allows the board to grant the ex-
emptions.

It was the third hearing on the
proposal, including one in Decem-
ber in which the chambers was
packed with residents who objected
to the store, which would operate
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Objections ranged from declining
property values, a busy intersection
— one which is used by children on
their way to and from Edison Inter-
mediate School at the southwest

end of Grove Street,  a loitering
magnet for teens, lighting, signage
and criminal activity.

The neighbors at the December
meeting also complained about a
“fake brick rectangular design”
which was incompatible with the
neighborhood.

7-Eleven officials addressed the
issue on Wednesday, presenting an
architectural design with a false sec-
ond floor, including two dormers
and a real brick facade which would
surround the building.

“We took the planner’s report and
drove around the neighborhood,”
7-Eleven architect Gary Aliesch
said. “We’ve redesigned the roof to
have two dormers, (and) a 30-year
guaranteed roof with snow guards.”

The entrance of the store will
have two pilasters and a canopy. A
six-foot fence will surround the
backyard, which will be monitored
by a camera.

“The changes are for the better,”
he said. “This new design is more in
keeping with the neighborhood.”

A Carleton Road resident told the
board she still thinks kids will hop
the fence and hang out there.

At previous meetings, the com-
pany promised to minimize signage
and lighting and vowed to have no
vending machines outside of the
building such as a Red Box DVD

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Rec. Panel Considers
Tamaques Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its annual re-
organization meeting on Monday
night.

Peter Echausse, who Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky reappointed as chair-
man of the commission, began the
meeting by welcoming former coun-
cilman James Foerst as the newest
member. Mr. Foerst was appointed
by the mayor to replace Loren
Weinstein, who retired after 12 years
of service. Mr. Foerst, an attorney,
and his family have lived in Westfield
since 2001. As part of the annual
restructuring, Larry McDermott was
appointed chairman of the pool com-
mittee, and commission members
Jennifer Czarnecki, William Kelly
and Mr. Foerst were appointed to the
parks and fields committee. Mr. Foerst
was also asked to serve on the pool
committee. In addition, Gary Fox
agreed to assume responsibility for
creating and maintaining the minutes
of the group’s monthly meetings.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann shared a draft version of
the 2016 Memorial Pool member-
ship brochure with the commission
and urged residents to consider join-
ing the pool. Memorial Pool has been
recognized by several national recre-
ation department groups as one of the
finest complexes in the state with
water slides, a dedicated children’s
area and activities such as swim les-
sons, a competitive swim team and
family fun nights. The 2016 pool
season will begin Saturday, June 4,
and end Monday, September 5.

Chris Langhart, who serves as com-
mission liaison with the school board,
advised the group of a request from
the Westfield High School crew club.
The crew team has asked the recre-

ation commission to assist them in
locating a facility for the off-season
storage of their equipment. The com-
mission members expressed support
for the growing crew program but
agreed before any decision could be
made it was necessary to first obtain
additional information regarding the
availability of storage options at board
of education-owned properties.

Commission members then re-
viewed revised design drawings for
the proposed improvements to
Tamaques Park, which include the
possible installation of lighted artifi-
cial turf fields in the lower plateau of
the southern portion of the park. The
new drawings, which are the third set
prepared by John Belle, a supervis-
ing engineer for design and construc-
tion at Greene Engineering Inc., re-
flected the input received from sev-
eral user groups including soccer,
lacrosse, and football communities.

Commission members Michael
Cash and Mr. Fox proposed asking
Mr. Belle to broaden the scope of the
proposed project to include relocat-
ing the shuffleboard and basketball
courts and moving the equipment
storage shed out of the parking area,
which they noted would create badly
needed additional parking. They also
suggested possibly modifying the
road in the park to permit the creation
of two large fields rather than the
current proposal of one approxi-
mately 360 feet by 195 feet and an-
other approximately 270 feet by 135
feet.

Other commission members agreed
to ask Mr. Belle to investigate the
feasibility of the expansion proposal.
Mr. Echausse reminded the public
that while everyone is anxious to
resolve the issues with poor field
conditions in town, the Tamaques

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Classes at Union County College
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LONG-TIME MEMBERS...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
honored members for their milestones of service at its annual holiday party at the
Shackamaxon Country Club. Executive Director Gene Janotti, right, presents
plaques to, from left to right, Mark Elsasser, Westfield Area Y; Dr. Stanley
Gersch, Gersch Orthodontics; Susan Auer, Brunner Opticians, and Greg Blasi,
Vincentsen Associates.

Paul Lachanauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK FOR A FIFTH TIME…Joanne Rajoppi is sworn in for a fifth consecutive
term as Union County Clerk at the county government’s reorganization meeting
on January 3rd.
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SP Zoning
tion on the highway and adjacent
residential streets, pedestrian safety,
quality-of-life issues and property
values.

When the zoning board meets Feb-
ruary 4, Mr. Harter will return to
explain plans designed in conjunc-
tion with the state Department of
Transportation to modify the inter-
section of Route 22 and Glenside
Avenue.  A professional planner is
also expected to testify on Wawa’s
behalf.

In addition, two attorneys also have
attended the hearings as legal coun-
sel for those opposing Wawa’s appli-
cation: Marc Rogoff, representing
Rolling Knolls Road resident John
Lama, and Stephen Geffner, repre-
senting the owners of the Exxon gas
station across Route 22 from the pro-
posed Wawa site.  After Wawa com-
pletes its presentation, they will also
be given time to formally present
their opposing cases along with a
other neighborhood residents who
will speak on their own behalf.

dispensary. An ATM machine will
be located inside the building.

Mr. Newell said he was still both-
ered by the round-the-clock hours
of operation. That concern, how-
ever, can not be addressed by the
planning board, he said.  Only the
council can rule on that.

Mr. Sammet suggested a row of
arborvitae be planted and wrap
around the corner to screen the park-
ing lot.

Following the meeting, Midwood
Place resident Ann Dourio ex-
pressed her displeasure.

 “I don’t believe it belongs in our
neighborhood. There is no benefit
in it for the neighborhood,” she
said. “It’s unfortunate that people
who live in the area, who will be
impacted the most, seem to matter
the least.”

 Richard Peterson, also of
Midwood, echoed the sentiment.

 “I’m disappointed in the pro-
cess. I’m not going to elaborate,”
he said.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be Monday, February 1,
at the municipal building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

7-Eleven

Park project was still in the early phases
and many issues still remain including
obtaining additional input from user
groups, financing the project and tim-
ing of the construction.

The commission also discussed
several ongoing and proposed capi-
tal projects. Mr. Kaufmann provided
an update on the renovations to the
restrooms at Memorial Park.

He advised the group of the results
of his recent meeting with David
Bailey of Forefront Design, who ex-
plained it would take approximately
three-and-a-half to four months to
perform the site survey, design and
installation of the new restroom fa-
cilities. The building will include a
10-foot concrete patio in the back of
the facility, which Mr. Kaufmann
noted, would be large enough to ac-
commodate bake sales and other food
service activities during games.

He also noted that the entrance to
the storage area would now be on the
side instead of the back of the build-
ing. Mr. Echausse stated that the goal
is to have the facility fully functional
during the 2016 sport season.

The group then discussed a request
from the lacrosse community to sup-
port the installation of a practice wall.
The location of the wall, which would
be fully fenced, has not yet been
determined but the commission
agreed to continue discussions with
the lacrosse organizations.

Members received a detailed up-
date on the steps that have been taken
to remove tree roots at Tamaques
Park, which will allow the use of a
riding mower in the area. Addition-
ally, information was disclosed on
the grading which will be necessary
before installing a donated storage
shed on Field Three of the Gumbert
baseball complex. Mr. Kaufmann also
advised that new mulch will be spread
in the playground area at Sycamore
Park, and the recreation department
was investigating the cost of replac-
ing the swings in the park.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Monday, February 1.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tamaques

Garwood GOP Councilman’s
Salary-Cut Bid Defeated

Council Hears Requests for
Fairs, WF Baseball Parade

Board OKs Three-Story
Building on South Avenue

Christina Hinke  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT’S A GO...The traffic light at Alden Street and North Avenue in Cranford is up
and running after a delay in manufacturing delayed the North Avenue Train
Station Pedestrian Improvement Project from being completed by Thanksgiv-
ing.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Newly sworn-in
Republican Councilman Joe Sarno
fulfilled a campaign promise to re-
duce his government stipend to $1
Tuesday, but Democrat Mayor
Charles Lombardo stymied his ef-
fort to cut it for all members, casting
the deciding no ballot in a 4-to-3
vote.

The suggestion of all but elimi-
nating compensation – $1,500 for
council members and $1,800 for the
mayor – at the first full council meet-
ing of the year turned contentious,
with Democrat Councilwoman Sara
Todisco calling the motion a “strictly
self-serving political move.” Two
members of the planning board, Paul
Nieves and former Democrat Coun-
cilman Bill Nierstedt, both decried
the motion during the public com-
ment portion of the work session.

While Mr. Nieves called the pro-
posal “insulting and patronizing,”
and Mr. Nierstedt referred to it as
“political showboating,” former
planning board member Bruce Pater-
son complimented it and praised Mr.
Sarno’s other suggestion that coun-
cil members not receive health in-
surance through the borough. Mr.
Paterson has asked council several
times in recent years to eliminate or
limit health benefits for elected offi-
cials.

The latter would only apply to
Lou Petruzzelli. State law was
changed in 2010 to prohibit part-
time elected council officials from
receiving benefits except for those
who were serving at that time. Mr.
Petruzzelli, who won a third term in
November 2014, is grandfathered
under the previous law.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma remarked that she did not
know if the council could deny health
benefits to council members already
receiving them, but Mr. Sarno said

the New Jersey town of Dumont did
it three years ago and Midland Park
did likewise within the last month.

He promised to send the informa-
tion to Ms. Ariemma. Mr. Lombardo
insisted the matter go through com-
mittee and initially suggested fi-
nance. However, finance committee
member Mr. Petruzzelli questioned
that.

“Being this is about me, should I
be on the committee?” he asked.
Mayor Lombardo and others agreed
and the matter was reassigned to
laws and licenses.

Ileen Cuccaro, who was elected
with Mr. Sarno in November, joined
her fellow Republican councilman
in eschewing her stipend and, with
two-term Republican Councilman
Jim Mathieu, voted for the motion to
ask Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
to draw up the appropriate legisla-
tion.

But Republican Councilman Mike
Martin, who at the reorganization
meeting a week earlier sided with
Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco on a
pair of votes that forced Mayor
Lombardo to break ties, again voted
with the Democrats without com-
ment to require the Mayor’s tie-
breaking vote.

The issue illustrated for the sec-
ond straight meeting the changed
nature of council, which went from
4-to-2 Democrat control last year to
nominally 4-to-2 Republican con-
trol with the election of Mr. Sarno
and Ms. Cuccaro.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro de-
feated Democrats Carol Kearney and
Mr. Nierstedt in November. However,
Mr. Martin, who usually voted with
Democrats on disputed issues, leav-
ing Mr. Mathieu as the lone no vote in
5-to-1 decisions, appears to be con-
tinuing his voting pattern. That has
left the council deadlocked and re-
quiring the Mayor to break the tie.

The Council completed its more
than three-hour meeting with an ap-
proximate one-hour-and-40-minute
executive session to discuss a per-
sonnel matter and the borough’s at-
tempt to get approval of an updated
affordable-housing plan. The closed-
door confab included Zoning Code
Official/Planning Board Engineer
Victor Vinegra, who has been ex-
plaining a proposed 320-unit apart-
ment complex for the largely aban-
doned Casale/Petro industrial prop-
erties on South Avenue.

Mr. Vinegra has told the planning
board that the consultant the bor-
ough has hired to develop an afford-
able-housing plan – also known as
Mount Laurel housing – has deter-
mined the borough is deficient in 61
units. He has said the proposal for
the Casale/Petro site would provide
about a third of those and would be
critical in shielding the borough from
a “builder’s remedy” project that
would include high-density housing
about which the borough would have
no input.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The zoning
board, on Monday evening, ap-
proved the application of 352 East
South Avenue, LLC, 352 and 354
South Avenue East, for its final
major site plan with c and d vari-
ances and to demolish an existing
three-story mixed use building at
352 South Avenue E. The applicant
wishes to construct a new three-
story building with retail use on the
first floor and to construct two, two-
bedroom apartments, one on the
second floor and another on the
third floor.

Stephen Hehl, the project attor-
ney, said the building would be a
sister building to a similar one to be
constructed at 254 South Avenue E
and would share a driveway and
parking area. He said the new build-
ing would be attractive and modern
and that two existing buildings
would be demolished to build the
new ones.

Site engineer Robert Templin said
the new building would have seven
parking spaces in Lot 7 and 10
spaces would be in Lot 8. He said
landscaping will be planted along
the property line to make the site
more attractive. He said the prop-
erty would have a paved parking
area and a shared driveway with the
other building. He also noted that
the two properties would have cross
access to parking.

Project architect Thomas
DiGiorgio said there will be a side
entrance for the indoor stairway to
the second and third floor apart-
ments. The apartments, he said, will
have a living room, dining room,
kitchen, two bedrooms and a bath.
He also said the retail space will be
at ground level and have barrier
free access. Mr. DiGiorgio said the
roof will be pitched and have gables.
He said the architecture will be at-
tractive. He said the building will
have an HVAC unit which will be
screened in the back of the build-
ing. He added that the building will
be energy efficient.

Planner Kevin O’Brien said the c
and d variances sought are for the
floor area ratio (FAR) and density.
He said the building will fit on the
same footprint of the building to be
demolished. Mr. O’Brien said the
applicant will replace the existing
sidewalks. He further said the build-
ing would fit into the transit ori-
ented development which is taking
place on South Avenue not far from
the train station. Mr. O’Brien con-
cluded by saying he sees no detri-
ment to the public good by the pro-
posed building. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel, speaking after
the vote, said it will enhance the
downtown.

Ana and Rui Azevedo of 101
Clifton Street were approved to con-
struct a white vinyl fence for their
property at the corner of Central
Avenue and Clifton Street. Ms.
Azevedo said they have two chil-
dren and three dogs and the wooden
fence on the property when they

bought the house was rotting. They
wish to put up a white vinyl fence to
enclose the backyard. Their imme-
diate neighbor on Central Avenue
told the board it would be hard for
her to see the light at the intersec-
tion when she was pulling out of
her driveway with the fence up. The
approval was given on the condi-
tion that the fence be placed five
feet from the property line to allow
a better line of sight for the neigh-
bor.

Timothy and Nina Donohue of
834 Shackamaxon Drive were ap-
proved to replace their three-car
garage which was destroyed when
a tree fell on it several years ago.

Geoffrey and Sidney Sherry of
837 Ramapo Way won an approval
to construct a pool and a playground
on their 1’3-acre property.

The board denied the application
of Darrin and Angelina Ciaccio of
167 Madison Avenue who wished
to construct a first and second story
addition to their home. The new
addition would include an attached
garage. The denial was based on
the board’s feeling that the project
was too massive and too close to the
property line.

The board held its annual reorga-
nization meeting prior to the busi-
ness meeting and welcomed two
new members, Jim Kelly and Rob-
ert Benacchio, who are filling the
spots that long time member Rob-
ert Burslem and Joe Loftus exited.

The next board meeting will be
Monday, February 8, at 7:30 p.m. at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) is requesting addi-
tional outdoor space for the bi-yearly
outdoor festivals held in the down-
town. The popular Spring Fling and
FestiFall draw some 25,000 to 30,000
people and vendor space has become
sold out, said Executive Director Gene
Jannotti Tuesday at the Town
Council’s conference session.

So, the GWACC is requesting to
use the North Avenue Train Station
lot to house the children’s area to
make room on East Broad, Elm and
Quimby Streets for additional ven-
dors. At least 20 to 40 more vendors
could be added if this were to happen,
Mr. Jannotti said. About 200 vendors
currently are contracted for each of
the events, Mr. Jannotti told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

There are traffic and safety con-
cerns, Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said.

“I realize the concerns,” said Mr.
Jannotti, who chaired the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce prior to com-
ing to GWACC 18 months ago.
“Cranford has three fairs a year…half
of the fair is on the northside of North
Avenue and half the fair on the south
side of North Avenue,” Mr. Jannotti
said.

The request is to be discussed with
the Traffic and Safety Committee,
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said. If an
agreement can be made, it would not
happen in time for the Spring Fling,
Mr. Gildea said.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council (WNC) also requested to hold
three fairs this year. Mary Withers of
the WNC discussed the activities the
group has been offering to the com-
munity, such as a cooking class held
Saturday afternoons, and a dance
group with 19 children, held Satur-
days from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., which
has 19 children in attendance. “Our
community is truly changing,” she
said.

The family of Greta Schoenemann
is starting up its own 501c3 and is
planning to coordinate its own Greta’s
Run, instead of through the Westfield
Area Y. The Y is to continue holding
a 5K, under a different title, with
proceeds to support the special-needs
program for young adults that it pre-
viously supported when it sponsored

Greta’s Run, and requested from the
council to hold this event this year.

“The Schoenemann family will
possibly do a run too,” Mr. Gildea
said. The family’s 501c3 will allow
for the family to do more events,
Mayor Skibitsky said.

The Westfield Baseball League re-
quested to hold its Opening Day Pa-
rade on Saturday, April 23, which is
later in the month than usual, Mr.
Gildea said. The time and place will
be the same, he said.

During the official council meet-
ing, resident Shawn Mullen of
Carleton Road, who has opposed the
7-Eleven application for Grove Street
and Central Avenue that was approved
by the Westfield Planning Board last
week, asked the council again to con-
sider amending its ordinance for 24-
hour businesses.

He cited statistical data he com-
piled for crimes at convenience stores
in Westfield and surrounding mu-
nicipalities. In Westfield, from 2012
to 2015, there were 30 incidents of a
criminal nature, of which 23 percent
happened between the hours of 11
p.m. and 6 a.m., he said. In Garwood
and Mountainside it was about 35
percent, he said. “It is a very high
figure,” he said. “I think it is in the
town’s best interest to eliminate op-
erations of retail businesses after
11 p.m. and before 6 a.m.”

“We all value the quality of life
here in town,” he said. “This is not a
Wychwood, Brightwood, East Broad,
West Broad, Northside, Southside
issue. This affects quality of life in
the entire town.”

The Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee is to review this
request shortly, Mayor Skibitsky
said.

Hatch Mott MacDonald was ap-
proved by resolution to act as the
town’s licensed sewer operator for a
yearly cost of $10,860. Robert
Buccino was appointed as fire offi-
cial, having also served last year.
Eleven special policemen were also
appointed, and were unchanged from
last year.

The next council meeting, to be
held Tuesday, January 26, is to have
a presentation for the Westfield High
School (WHS) Blue Devils champi-
onship football team, and on Tues-
day, February 9, the WHS Marching
Band is expected to have a special
presentation.

www.goleader.com
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FW Makes Appointments
FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor

Colleen Mahr and the Borough Coun-
cil approved the following appoint-
ments at the January 1st reorganization
meeting: Union County Revenue Shar-
ing Committee, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell; Auditor, Suplee
Clooney; Insurance Broker/General
Liability and Workers, Compensation
Insurance, Beckerman & Company;
Labor Counsel, Roth D’Aquanni; Bor-
ough Attorney, Rogut McCarthy; Bond
Counsel, Gibbons; Special Engineer,
Carroll Engineering; Special Engineer-
ing, Najarian Associates; Redevelop-
ment Planner, T & M Associates;

Financial Advisor, FW Financial
Group; Environmental Attorney,
Sedita Capisano Capisano LLC; Con-
flict Attorney, Jalloh & Jalloh LLC;
Ethics Attorney, Rogut McCarthy; En-
vironmental Engineer, Remington
Vernick; Environmental Engineer,
Najarian Associates; Special Engineer,
Adams, Rehman & Heggan; Special
Engineer, Remington Vernick; Grant
Writer, Millennium Strategies; News-
paper Editor, Direct Development;
Dental and Life Insurance, Brown and
Brown; Video Production, Cologna
Productions, Inc.; Towing, George
Church Inc.;

Administrator, Eleanor McGovern;
Public Defender, Erik Frins; Prosecu-
tor, Daniel Antonelli; Purchasing
Agent, Pat Hoynes; Deputy Court Ad-
ministrator, Donna Zucker; Noise
Control Officer, Tanya Moon; Public
Agent, Eleanor McGovern; Official
Assessment Searcher, Eleanor
McGovern; Official Tax Searcher,
Colleen Huehn; Senior Citizens Co-
ordinator, Paulette Drogan; Public
Officer, Clinton Dicksen; Recycling

Coordinator, Clinton Dicksen;
Municipal Alliance Representatives,

Councilman Katherine Mitchell and
Police Chief Richard Trigo; Munici-
pal Housing Liaison and RCA Ad-
ministrator, Borough Administrator/
Clerk Eleanor McGovern; Zoning
Official and Administrative Officer,
Raymond Sullivan; Safety Officer,
Police Chief Richard Trigo.

ADA Coordinator, Administrator/
Clerk, Eleanor McGovern; Fanwood’s
Special Officer Class 2, Jack Ross; School
Crossing Guards: Edward Frame, Alan
Krey, Consuelo Mruczinski, Julia
Pohlman, Leroy Pohlman, Erin Bulger;
Sub: Winchell Alce; Planning Board:
Dale Flowers (four years) and William
Lee (one year, mayor’s designee); Li-
brary (five years), Richard Szeto;

Environmental Commission (three
years), Sandra Redder and Adele
Kenny; Shade Tree Commssion (five
years), Adele Kenny; Council Liaison
to Board of Education, Jack Molenaar;
Shared Services Coordinating Coun-
cil: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell, Council-
man Tom Kranz, and Administrator/
Clerk Eleanor McGovern.

Union County Transportation Advi-
sory Committee, Councilman Jack
Molenaar (mayor’s representative);
Raritan Valley Reail Coalition, Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar; Union County
Air Traffic and Noise Advisory Board,
Lynn Brown; Union County Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory Board,
Adele Kenny and Tom Plante (alter-
nate);  Solid Waste Advisory Council,
Clinton Dicksen; Cultural Arts Council,
Katherine Mitchell (council liaison),
Adele Kenny (director), Tom Plante (as-
sistant director), David Blechinger,
Catherine Anderson, Carole Oakes, Alex
Pinto, Linda Radice, Robert
Rosenbloom, Gary Szelc, Catherine
Watson, and Jan Siege; Communica-
tions/Fanwoodian/TV35/Website
Committee, Councilman Tom Kranz
(council Liaison); TV35 Committee,
Michael Lewis; Communications
Committee, Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky, Laura DeGennaro, Brian
Horton, Ethel Paoletti, and Pat Hoynes.

Standing Council Committees: Admin-
istration and Finance Russell Huegel, chair-
man, Tom Kranz, and Katherine Mitchell;
Public Safety: Kevin Boris, (police, chair-
man), Katherine Mitchell (rescue squad),
and Russell Huegel (fire); Public Works:
Jack Molenaar, chairman, Russell Huegel,
and Kevin Boris; Land Use and Historic
Preservation: Erin McElroy-Barker, chair-
woman, Jack Molenaar, and Kevin Boris;
Recreation and Community Services: Tom
Kranz, chairman, Jack Molenaar, and Erin
McElroy-Barker, and Health and Senior
Services: Katherine Mitchell (chair-
woman), Tom Kranz, Erin McElroy-
Barker;

Historic Preservation Commission:
Michael Gerwirtz (four years), Jason
Benedict (four years), Bill Cort (alter-
nate no. 1, two years), vacant (alter-
nate No. 2, one year); Recreation Com-
mission, Thomas Smith (five years),
Bruce Zakarin (alternate No. 2, two
years), and Brian Ciemniecki (alter-
nate No. 4, two years);  Board of
Health, Regina Brown (four years),
Michael Lewis (four years), and
Michelle Eaton (alternate No. 1, two
years).

Towns Ok’d to Clear Streams Debris
Up to 30 Feet Wide Without DEP OK
TRENTON – Local and county

officials can now clear debris from
streams up to 30 feet wide without
obtaining a permit from the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), twice as wide as be-
fore, under a bill signed into law on
Monday by Gov. Chris Christie.

The bill, sponsored by Asw. Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit), was one of
several given approval on Monday
by Gov. Christie. It is designed to
lessen the threat of flooding, particu-
larly in Union, Morris, Somerset,
Essex and Passaic counties, Assem-
bly Republicans said in a release.

“Residents in numerous towns in
Union, Morris and Somerset coun-
ties and throughout the state live un-
der the constant threat of flooding
every time we have a major storm,”
Ms. Muñoz said. “Removing accu-
mulated sediments, debris, garbage
and vegetation from streams helps
reduce flooding risks in our commu-
nities which can be devastating and
costly.

“Restrictions on sediment removal
in current law make stream cleaning
difficult for local officials yet it is

vital to keeping our waterways flow-
ing which helps prevent flooding.”

Fellow Assemblymen Jay Webber
(R-26th, Parsippanny) and Scott
Rumana (R-40th, Wayne) also were
primary sponsors of the legislation.

“Cutting the red tape that makes it
difficult for local officials to clear
debris from their local waterways is
an important step toward alleviating
the impact of the chronic flooding
that occurs during rainstorms
throughout the state,” said Mr.
Rumana.

“While not a total solution to the
flooding that plagues parts of New
Jersey, including the Passaic River
Basin, this pro-active measure will
help create increased capacity in riv-
ers and streams and help our water-
ways flow more freely.”

Mr. Rumana served on Governor
Chris Christie’s Passaic River Basin
Flood Advisory Commission and is
also the founder and chair of the Passaic
River Basin Flood Task Force that
continues to advocate for a long-term
solution to the chronic flooding that
plagues the basin’s 935 square miles.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Finally,y,
a Long Term Care Plan that provides

Care Coordination, Financial Protection,
and Peace of Mind.

Americans are living longer 
and planning wisely for their 
longevity. They are doing it 
while they are younger,
healthier and able to qualify 
for the best programs. 
Fellowship Senior Living at 
Home is proud to offer New, 
flexible plans that you can customize to fit your 
budget. This gives independent Seniors who want 
to remain at home a unique, affordable alternative 
to long term care insurance.  

For upcoming events in
your area or to learn

more about the benefits
of staying in your

own home with one
of our customizable

plans, call 1-877-864-1067.

Visit our website www.FellowshipSLatHome.org
for more information and to

view a list of our upcoming events.

A part of Fellowship Senior Living

The Fellowship Senior Living at Home
program includes:

• A Designated Personal Care Coordinator

• Certified Home Health Aides /Live-in Assistance

• Social and Wellness Programs /Referrals 

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

ProvidentNJ.com
800.448.PROV

WE STILL OFFER THEM. BECAUSE YOU STILL USE THEM.

Visit your local branch to open an account today.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Pension Payments, Casino
Gambling Bills Sent to Christie
In the final days of the 2014-2015

Legislative Session, Democrats
pushed through a number of propos-
als, according to NJ.com. Some of
them are as follows: a constitutional
amendment requiring the state con-
tribute each year to the pension plan;
a proposal to ask voters to expand
casino gambling to the northern part
of the state, and asking voters to con-
stitutionally dedicate all revenue from
gas taxes to transportation projects.

A controversial proposal to change
the way New Jersey redraws its legis-
lative districts stalled; the Assembly
sent a bill to the Governor Christie to
outlaw the sale of tobacco and elec-
tronic smoking products to people
under the age of 21. Legislation (A-
4110) requiring the Motor Vehicle
Commission (MVC) to study the ad-
vantages, costs and risks of issuing
an electronic driver’s license was also
approved by the Assembly.

Christie Signs Bills
As Leg. Session Ends

As the 2014-2015 Legislative Ses-
sion ends, Governor Chris Christie has
signed several pieces of legislation.

Legislation to reduce bureaucracy
and streamline the recycling process
for electronic waste was signed into
law. The bill (S-2978/A-4194) au-
thorizes the use, without Department
of Environmental Protection permits,
of mobile electronic waste destruc-
tion units.

Legislation (A-308) making it un-
lawful for escrow evaluation services
to charge for reports deemed neces-
sary for mortgage lender evaluations
was signed into law.

Larsen Opening Campaign
Hdqs. in 7th Cong. District

David Larsen, who has challenged
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) several
times in recent Republican primary
elections in the 7th Congressional
District, is opening his campaign
headquarters at 215 U.S. Route 22
East in Green Brook this Saturday,
January 16. An open house will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m.

“...We were the third closest primary
in America [in 2014]... We Came Within
2,000 Votes of winning,” Mr. Larsen
said in a e-mail blast to supporters.

Kennedy Replaces Stender
In 22nd Legislative  District
Former Rahway Mayor Jim

Kennedy (D) was sworn in as the
newest member of the 22nd Legisla-
tive District in the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly on Tuesday, replacing
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains who
did not seek reelection after seven

terms. Mr. Kennedy took his oath of
office during the Assembly's reorga-
nization meeting at the War Memo-
rial in Trenton. He joins Assembly-
man Jerry Green (D) in representing
District 22 which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Wisniewski Endorses
Sanders for President

Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(D-19th, Sayreville) has endorsed
Senator Bernie Sanders over former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in
the Democratic race for President.

“Senator Sanders’ call for reducing
income inequality and taking money
out of politics has resonated from coast
to coast, but here in New Jersey I
believe that the appetite for a new kind
of politics is particularly palpable. As
a member of the State Assembly for
nearly 20 years and a former chairman
of the New Jersey Democratic State
Committee, I have seen first hand the
dissatisfaction that exists here in New
Jersey for business as usual...

“Bernie’s campaign is about end-
ing the cycle of transactional politics
that threatens the health of our de-
mocracy and getting back to the core
mission of government by providing
for the most vulnerable and making
sure everyone has an opportunity to
thrive. It’s a powerful message that is
inspiring millions of Americans to
take a stand, and now I am adding my
own voice to theirs.”

Lance Backs ObamaCare
Appeal to Go to President

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has backed
the first ObamaCare repeal and re-
placement effort that will be sent to
the President’s desk. The legislative
package, H.R. 3762, the Restoring
Americans’ Healthcare Freedom Rec-
onciliation Act, marks the first time a
repeal and replacement plan has passed
both the U.S. House and U.S. Senate
and sets the stage for a new President
to sign a new health care system into
law in 2017. Republicans took the
majority in the Senate in 2015.

“Our action here in the House today
(January 6th) is an important step to-
ward replacing ObamaCare with pa-
tient-centric solutions that lower health
care costs, protect jobs and allow
Americans to keep their doctors and
their health care if they like them,” Mr.
Lance said in his remarks on the House
Floor before the vote. “This bill effec-
tively repeals mandates and taxes at
the very heart of the law and saves
taxpayers nearly one-half trillion dol-
lars over the next decade according to
the non-partisan Congressional Bud-
get Office.”

According to a press release from
the Congressman, H.R. 3762 enacts
the following: Repeals taxes and man-
date penalties costing $800 billion,
reduces the deficit by $516 billion
over a 10-year period, eliminates the
individual mandate penalty tax, elimi-
nates the employer mandate penalty
tax, repeals all Obamacare taxes in-
cluding: 40 percent excise tax on high
cost health plans; medical device tax,
health insurance tax, payroll tax on
wages and self-income and the tax on
dividends, capital gains and other in-
vestment income; repeals the taxpayer
Obamacare “slush fund,” redirects
millions of funds for women’s health
care to Community Health Centers
and away from Planned Parenthood;
provides grants to states to respond to
the substance abuse public health cri-
sis and mental health needs.

“There is more work that needs to
be done to make full repeal and re-
placement a reality, but our congres-
sional efforts today provide impor-
tant momentum to help make that a
reality in 2017 with a new President,”
Mr. Lance concluded.

Watson Coleman Applauds
President’s Action on Guns

WASHINGTON, D.C. †Rep. Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th) applauded
the President’s announcement of plans
to take executive action to help reduce
gun violence in America.

“As the Republican Congress con-
tinues to ignore and avoid even the
most commonsense solutions to the
epidemic of gun violence in our na-
tion, I commend President Obama
for showing true leadership, and tak-
ing action. The steps he announced
today (January 5th) will save count-
less innocent lives and make our na-
tion safer, without infringing upon
the constitutional right to own fire-
arms,” Rep. Watson Coleman said.
“From strengthening background
checks and bolstering enforcement
to improving mental health services
and research on gun safety, the
President’s executive actions are vi-
tal steps toward solving one of our
nation’s greatest crises.”

The executive actions include

toughening background checks na-
tionwide by clarifying that any indi-
vidual in the business of selling fire-
arms must obtain a license through the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) and therefore
conduct background checks on pro-
spective gun purchasers; protecting
communities with bolstered enforce-
ment by promoting smart and effec-
tive enforcement of existing gun laws
– including a proposed increase in
funding for more ATF agents, greater
resources for tracking illegal online
firearms trafficking and strengthened
domestic violence outreach efforts.

The executive actions direct the
Departments of Defense, Justice and
Homeland Security to conduct or
sponsor research into new technol-
ogy to make firearms safer.

“As President Obama said today
(January 5th), we need to act with the
fierce urgency of now. There is no duty
more sacred for a member of Congress
than to protect and defend the Ameri-
can people. The best way we can honor
the victims and survivors of gun vio-
lence is to prevent further tragedies,”
the Congresswoman said.

Rep. Watson Coleman’s district in-
cludes all of Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains.
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Prosecutor’s Office Places
Mandate On Police Depts.

SP Tells Appointments

Garwood Tells Appointments

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office is requiring all
municipal police departments to no-
tify its special prosecutions unit if
any officer has a pending charge of
driving while intoxicated (DWI) or
several lesser offenses in connection
with its move to exercise increased
oversight of the Linden force.

Acting Prosecutor Grace Park made
the announcements on January 8th
following a review of the Linden
department’s actions in a matter in-
volving one its officers by the
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice at the request of the state attorney
general’s office.

The review highlighted “deficien-
cies” by the Linden Police
Department’s internal affairs investi-
gation regarding discipline procedures
against officer Pedro Abad. Mr. Abad
was charged by New York authorities
in September in a 27-count indict-
ment, including aggravated vehicular
homicide and manslaughter, for the
March deaths of two of his friends,
one a fellow officer, on Staten Island.

Officials there claim Mr. Abad’s
blood alcohol content was three times
the legal limit when he drove his ve-
hicle the wrong way on the West Shore
Expressway and crashed head-on into
a tractor trailer. The crash also criti-
cally injured a second fellow officer.

Published reports indicated Mr.
Abad had been in eight crashes previ-
ously, including two where he was

charged with DWI.
The investigation by Middlesex

County authorities focused on the two
DWI incidents, one in Roselle in 2011
that was dismissed because of prob-
lems with evidence and another in
2013 in Rahway that Mr. Abad pleaded
guilty to. The review found no crimi-
nal wrongdoing on the part of the
Linden police department’s investiga-
tion of the two cases, aside from the
deficiencies the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office did not specify.

Additionally, Ms. Park’s office
noted the Roselle department in May
“established more comprehensive
policies” regarding handling of evi-
dence in motor vehicle cases.

In a release, Ms. Park declared that
the review by Middlesex, which was
done by a neighboring county to
maintain impartiality, indicated a
clear need to oversee the Linden Po-
lice Department.

Moreover, her office is mandating
all police departments in the county
report matters involving DWI, disor-
derly persons offenses, petty disor-
derly persons offenses, or municipal
ordinance violations. The depart-
ments already were required to re-
port felony offenses.

“The implementation of the new
countywide directive mandating noti-
fication will ensure that there is en-
hanced oversight, fairness, and consis-
tency over any issues that arise regard-
ing our police officers,” Ms. Park said.

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo and the Borough
Council made the following appoint-
ments at the January 3rd reorganiza-
tion:

Borough Attorney (one year),
Robert Renaud; Bonding Attorney
(one year), Steven L. Rogut; Pros-
ecutor (one year), Steven H.
Merman; Public Defender (one
year), Michael S. Simitz; Fire Chief
(one year), Leonard Spina; Assis-
tant Fire Chief (one year), Allan
Tweedle; Superintendent of Fire
Apparatus (one year), Leonard
Spina; Fire Official (one year),
Albert W. Toth; Municipal Engi-
neer (three years), Donald R.
Guarriello.

Planning Board: Class III (one
year), Councilman James Mathieu;
Class I (one year), Mayor Charles
Lombardo; Class II (one year), Will-
iam Nierstedt; Class IV (four years),
Steve Greet; Alternate II (two years),
Paul Nieves, and Alternate II (two
years), John Malcolm.

Fire Police (five years): Pat
DiFabio, Rodney VanNatta, and Art
Schweitzer; Board of Health (three
years): Joan VanNatta, Jane Tenore,
and Megan Trusdell; Library Board
of Trustees (five years): John
Nolan; Garwood Municipal Alli-
ance: Barbara Tweedle, Steve
Kaelblt in,  Sam Rocco,  John
McGuire, Mary Emmons, Chuck
Tombs, Virginia Marienelli, Allan
Tweedle, Ryan Palmer, Ralph
Bernardo, Caitlin McGuire, and
Barbara Brodie.

Celebrations Committee: Thomas
Englese, Chris Taylor, Michelle
Abbaticola, Anne Leonard, Kathleen
Villaggio, Kim Brown, Michele
Tortorici, Deborah Acosta, Carolyn
Dunning, Susan Groning, Rozano
Acosta, and Michelle Stoffer; Emer-
gency Management Council: Deputy
Coordinator, Police Capt. Doug
Stoffer; Police Chief, Bruce D.
Underhill; Fire Chief, Len Spina;
Superintendent DPW, Clint Dicksen;
Doctor (Open); First Aid, Jimmy
Willix; Engineer, Donald R.
Guarriello; Public Information Of-
ficer (Open); Shelter Coordinator,
Thomas Spera; Radiological Officer,
Thomas Spera; Tech/Advisor
(Open); Business Representative,
Joseph Ragonese; Representatives
from Service Organizations, Knights
of Columbus, Michael O’Donnell;
Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary,
Donna Bober; Health, Eileen Kufta;
Law, Police Chief Bruce D.
Underhill, and First Aid, Jimmy
Willix.

Historical Committee (one year):
Linda Koenig, Patricia Koenig, Anne
Leonard, Pat DiFabio, Bruce Pater-
son, Paul Tarantino, and Carol
Lombardo; Recreation Commission
(five years): Ann Tarantino, Kristen
Froden, Paul Nieves, and Alternate I
(two years), David Legg; Clean Com-
munities Coordinator, Kathleen J.
Wierzbinski; Union County Commu-
nity Development Revenue Sharing
Committee: Mayor Charles
Lombardo, William Nierstedt, and
alternate, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro; Union County Solid Waste
Advisory Council, Clint Dicksen;
Municipal Officials/Services: Payroll
Service, ADP Payroll; Professional
Municipal Attorney, Palumbo and
Renaud, Esq.; Collection System Op-
erator, Borough Engineer, Donald R.
Guarriello; Professional Municipal
Engineering Services, Guarriello and
Dec Assoc.; DPW Foreman, Jeffrey
Atkinson; Treasurer, Sandra Bruns;
Tax Collector, Sandra Bruns; Tax
Search Officer, Sandra Bruns; Public

Defender, Michael S. Simitz; Assess-
ment Search Officer, Administrator/
Clerk Christina Ariemma; Public
Agency Compliance Officer, Admin-
istrator/Clerk, Christina Ariemma;

Standing Council Committees: Po-
lice, Public Health and Safety: Joe
Sarno (chairman), Lou Petruzzelli,
and Mike Martin; Board of Health
Liaison, Ileen Cuccaro; Streets, Roads
and Ecology: Lou Petruzzelli (chair-
man), Sara Todisco and Joe Sarno;
Fire: Ileen Cuccaro (chairman), James
Mathieu, and Lou Petruzzelli; Fi-
nance: Sara Todisco (chairman), Lou
Petruzzelli and Joe Sarno; Buildings
and Grounds: James Mathieu (chair-
man), Mike Martin and Ileen Cuccaro;
Laws and Licenses: Mike Martin
(chairman), Joe Sarno, and Sara
Todisco; council liaisons:  Recreation,
Mike Martin; Committee on Aging,
Ileen Cuccaro; Library, Mayor’s Rep-
resentative, Lou Petruzzelli; School
Board Liaison, Joe Sarno; Celebra-
tions of Public Events and Holidays
Liaison, Sara Todisco; Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board
Representative, James Mathieu;
Union County Transportation of Ad-
visory Representative, Robert
Ehrenbeck; Transit Village Study,
Kathleen Villaggio; Business and In-
dustry/Chamber of Commerce, Carol
Kearney; Administrative Review
Committee, Charles Lombardo, Mike
Martin and Sara Todisco.

Paul Lachanauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUICKLY THROGH THE RANKS…Bruce Bergen, center, who won his first
term as Union County freeholder in 2012, takes the oath of office for a second
from county clerk Joanne Rajoppi, left, at the board’s reorganization meeting on
January 3rd and assumed the position of chairman for 2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover and
the Township Committee made
the following municipal appoint-
ments at the January 5th reorga-
nization:

Township Attorney, Palumbo and
Renaud; Auditor, Suplee Clooney
and Co.; Bond Counsel, Rogut
McCarthy LLC; Engineer, Hatch
Mott MacDonald; Labor Attorney,
Decotiis, Fitzpatrick and Cole; Plan-
ner, CME Associates; Prosecutor,
Robert J. Pansulla; Public Defender,
David Littman; Special Counsel,
Kologi/Simitz and Roth D’Aquanni
LLC; Tax Appeal Attorney,
Palumbo and Renaud; Risk Man-
agement/Consultant, Beckerman
and Co.;

Cultural Arts and Special Events
Committee: Maureen LaCosta,
Joanne Glover, Sylvia Hicks, Lisa
Mohn, Kim Nix, Clare Hillard, Leah
Acevedo, Vallorie Grausso, Roe
Graziano; Construction Official/
Zoning Officer Bob LaCosta, Nancy
Barnes, Ralph Checchio, Mayor
Kevin Glover, Margaret Heisey,
Irene Bartels, and Sue DiNizo; En-
vironmental Commission: Mike
Brien (three years), Christine Szpond
(three years), and Eileen Villar (two
years).

Library Board of Trustees:
Sheridan Falco (five years) and Fawn
Boone (mayor’s alternate); Mayor’s
Charity Gala: Irene Bartels, Kim Nix,
Sylvia Hicks, Joanne Glover, Mandy

Jacobson, Lillian Wiener, and
Maureen LaCosta.

Memorial Day Parade and Con-
cert Committee: Ralph Checchio,
chairman, Joe McCourt, Construc-
tion Official/Zoning Officer Bob La
Costa, Kevin Burns, Guy Checchio,
Ray Szpond, Joanne Glover, Mayor
Kevin Glover, Laura Swirdersky, and
Joe Dillion.

Planning Board: Mayor Kevin
Glover (Class I) and Construction
Official/Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta (Class II); Senior Citizen
Advisory Committee: Laura
Swirdersky, Marge Van Duyne, Elsie
LeStrange, Ilse Heinemeyer, Ted
Ziolkowski, Phyllis Lisanti, and Al
Jackson.

Shared Services Coordinating
Committee: Mayor Kevin Glover,
Rose Checchio, and Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella; Technology Com-
mittee: Dan Sullivan (chairman),
Robert Headrick, Construction Offi-
cial/Zoning Officer Bob LaCosta,
Brian Mecca, Rob Acevedo, John
Thompson, Glenn E. Falkowski, and
Peter Falco.

Union County Transportation
Committee: John Morgan (one year);
Union County Community Devel-
opment: Michael Brien (representa-
tive, one year), Luisa Bianco (alter-
nate, one year), and Historical Docu-
mentation Committee: Tom
Donatelli, Nina Donatelli, Pete Terry,
Judy Terry, Marie Leppert, and Laura
Swidersky.

Lance to Host Town
Hall In Kenilworth

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) will host
his 37th town hall meeting on Thurs-
day, January 21 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in
the Kenilworth Borough Hall.

During the public forum, Mr. Lance
is expected to discuss a variety of
issues, including his views on the
President’s State of the Union ad-
dress, the fight against ISIS, the
economy and federal spending.

Additionally, members of Mr.
Lance’s staff will be available to as-
sist residents who are experiencing
difficulties with federal agencies such
as the IRS, Social Security Adminis-
tration, Veterans Affairs, the State
Department or any other federal
agency.

The event is free and open to the
public. Area residents are encour-
aged to attend. For more informa-
tion, please call the Congressman’s
district office at (908) 518-7733.

www.goleader.com

Hours Told for Summit
Mayor Nora Radest

SUMMIT – The City of Summit is
announcing office hours for Summit
Mayor Nora Radest with weekday,
evening and weekend options, in-
cluding “Meet the Mayor” events
held on alternating Saturdays or
Sundays at locations throughout the
City.

“As mayor, I want to have a hands-
on presence in the community and
provide every resident with an op-
portunity to be heard,” Mayor Radest
said. “During these office hours, I
will encourage Summit residents and
members of the business community
to share their ideas and concerns with
me, and begin a dialogue that will last
throughout my term as mayor.”

Mayor Radest will be available to
meet with members of the residential

and business community on Mon-
days from 5 to 7:30 p.m., Wednes-
days from 9 to 11 a.m. and on Satur-
days or Sundays at “Meet the Mayor”
weekend events (day and location
will be announced on the city website
and through social media the week
before).

Constituents may also contact
Mayor Radest by postal mail,
phone, or by submitting an email
message. Please note that all sched-
uling requests must be submitted
in writing to the Office of the
Mayor.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
TBA

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Praise Offered to Authors of
2015 Letters to the Editor

Praise goes to the authors of the
hundreds of Letters to the Editor in
2015 for speaking their minds, offer-
ing cogent opinions and exercising
free speech. We look forward to read-
ing your letters in 2016. We’ve com-
piled excerpts of the letters of last
year from January to November and
present this below to assist reflecting
on the issues.

15-01-29 Will Mirabella Be Loyal
to Scotch Plains or to Union Cty.
Dem Machine? I, like most people in
town, hope that Scotch Plains’ new
town manager does a good job. At the
same time though, I am very disap-
pointed with the way that Mr.
Mirabella was hired.

15-01-15 OK, The Governor Likes
The Dallas Cowboys. People need to
get over this! Governor Christie is a
Cowboys fan, so are people from all
over the U.S.

15-01-01 Westfield Tree Preserva-
tion Ordinance Needs To Be Up-
dated. Developer Michael Mahoney’s
recent letter suggesting revisions to
the current tree preservation ordi-
nance raises important questions.

15-02-05 Obama Presidency Has
Damaged American Free Enterprise
System. As constitutional America
has its identity under attack by an
OBAMAnization and with great re-
gret that his existing term as presi-
dent can further damage the great
achievements created by the Ameri-
can free enterprise system...

15-01-01 Garwood/Cranford
Neighbors Be Aware of Hidi Devel-
opment Appeal

15-01-22 Congressman Lance,
Senators, Please Keep We The People
In Mind

15-02-05 Garwood Planning Board
Blunders, This is Not North or South
Ave.

15-02-05 When They Leave The
State, Their Taxable Income Goes
With Them

15-02-12 Does Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board Have Conflict of Interest
Problem?

15-02-19 Rahway River Was Never
12 Feet Deep

15-02-26 Scotch Plains Wants Big
Government With No Community
Input

15-02-26 Last Time Lights at
Kehler Were Proposed, BOE Was
Trounced

15-03-05 Westfield Parent-Coach
Implores BOE to Approve Trial
Kehler Lights

15-03-05 Stender’s Actions and
Fellow Dems’ Silence Is Morally Re-
pugnant

15-03-12 We Cannot Be Blindsided
By Pilgrim Pipe Line to Bayway
Refinery

15-03-19 Governor Christie: New
Jersey Needs Attention

15-03-26 Rec. Comm. Abolish-
ment Removes Field Assignment Pri-
ority for Groups

15-03-26 WF BOE Should Be
More Concerned With Books Than
Lighting Kehler

15-04-09 Reader Presents Satire
on Garwood Property Taxes, Debt

15-04-16 Trying to Get An Over-
night Parking Permit in WF Is Frus-
trating Experience

15-04-16 SP Mayor Glover’s Bad
Behavior at Council Meeting Is Un-
acceptable

15-04-23 Review, Discussion of
Conduct of Freeholder Board Needed

15-04-30 Scotch Plains Mayor
Glover’s Cronies’ Letters Can’t Hide
Truth About His Bad Behavior

15-05-07 Why Is Westfield’s
School Budget So Much Higher Than
Cranford’s?

15-05-07 Mr. Marcus, Stop Blam-
ing SP Mayor, Others

15-05-14 Westfield Has More Stu-
dents Than Cranford Thus Larger
Budget

15-05-14 UC Alliance Became
Patronage Pit, Stuffed with Political
Castoffs

15-05-21 Westfield Art Show Dis-
playing Police Brutality Was Bias,
Bigotry

15-05-28 Municipalities Should
Band Together Against The Union
County Budget

15-06-04 School Systems in the
State Have Neutered 2 Percent Cap
with Bonded Debt

15-06-11 We Need Change Of
Leadership in Union County Gov-
ernment

15-06-18 Cranford Superintendent
Announces Retirement After Seven
Years

15-06-25 Process for Granting
Variances Backwards, Inefficient in
SP

15-07-02 Suspension Of Adult
School Doesn’t Speak Highly Of
Westfield

15-07-02 Please Do Not Fire

Garwood’s DPW Chief
15-07-09 Watch Out for The

Watcher, Beware of the Con
15-07-16 Transportation Trust

Fund Pays Off for State Residents
15-07-23 Live Music at

Shackamaxon Pool Disturbs Neigh-
bors

15-07-23 Hard to Watch, The
Garwood Council Meeting

15-08-06 Proud of Club’s Renais-
sance, Shackamaxon CC Is Good
Neighbor

15-08-20 Planned Parenthood
Should Stop Tainting Its Other Ser-
vices

15-08-27 Frivolous Lawsuit in
Westfield Is Blocking Stop & Shop
Modernization

15-09-03 Bus Route For Redis-
tricted Kids A Concern for This
Westfield Parent

15-09-03 Is FW PD Policing For
Profit By Issuing Meaningless Tick-
ets?

15-09-10 Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion Is Treating Customers Like Ser-
vants

15-09-17 Melania Trump Brings
Back Memories, It Was the Potatoes

15-09-24 Development Pits Money
vs Quality of Life in Scotch Plains

15-10-08 Where We Send Our
Mountainside High Schoolers Is A
Big Topic

15-10-15 Artificial Turf of Granu-
lated Tires Is Extreme Disservice to
Our Youth

15-10-22 Union County Board of
Chosen Freespenders Waste More
Money

15-10-29 Dem. Freeholders Cost
Taxpayers, Silence Critics Like Renna

Certain Expenses We Cannot Fund
Out of The Annual Operating Budget
I am writing today in support of

the upcoming Bond Referendum for
the Westfield Schools. I have been
on the board for the past five years
and I am currently the chairman of
the Finance Committee. I have lived
in Westfield for the last 25 years. My
two children went from kindergar-
ten through the high school and are
now graduating from college. I have
no other children in our schools and
yet I understand how important it is
for all of us to continue to invest in
the school buildings, which in turn
are investments in our kids.

On January 26 we will be asking
for you to vote in favor of the next
investment in the schools. I realize
that we all pay taxes, which for sure
is an investment, but there are just
certain expenses that we cannot fund
out of the annual operating budget.

The state essentially mandates that
a school district work within a 2-
percent cap to the tax levy each year.
We cannot exceed that 2 percent un-
less we come to the voters. Since this
process was put into place four years
ago, we have not come to the voters
in order to exceed the cap.

In order for the board to fund ma-
jor improvements in our 12 buildings
(they average 75 years old, by the
way) we must use bonds. It’s also the
way that all municipalities in our
state fund improvements (certainly
Westfield does this almost annually).

Since our June 9, 2015 board meet-
ing, we have been explaining pub-
licly about our Priority One district
needs. These were identified as part
of our five-year facility plan. Over
the last seven months, we have been
working with our administration and
our professionals, to establish a plan
for moving forward. We also estab-
lished a Citizens’ Committee that
helped to shape the referendum. They
even suggested that we widen the
scope of projects that we will under-
take if the referendum is passed.

When you go to vote, you will see
two questions. The first is for the
Priority One projects and this ques-
tion totals $8.6 million. This will
cover the replacement of fire alarms
and public address systems in 10
buildings along with a host of critical
improvements. Although we cannot
be sure of the interest rate nor the
term of the bonds we will sell, a 20-
year term bond with current interest
rates would cost the average house-
hold about $37 per year. You can visit
the district website at
westfieldnjk12.org to see everything
that would get done with a YES vote
and for additional information per-
taining to costs.

The second question is for $4 mil-
lion and will cover significant reno-
vations to the auditoriums in
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
schools. Assuming a 20-year bond
and current interest rates, the average
household would pay about $17 per

year. In all of the years that these
buildings have existed, they have
never seen a major renovation. It is
time.

I have answered many emails and
phone calls over the last two months
from residents. Many come from
people who no longer have children
in the school but also some from
people who do in fact have kids still
in school. The question is always the
same – why now are you asking us to
vote for another bond? Well, there
are three main reasons for this tim-
ing:

Interest rates are still at almost
record lows and they are on the way
up. We might never see rates this low
again and we believe that it is fiscally
prudent to invest now, before every-
thing that we need to do, will cost
more.

The state is going to fund 40 per-
cent of all of the projects that we plan
to do. We have no assurances that this
program will continue and we again
believe that it is fiscally prudent to
take advantage of this state funding
now.

Construction prices also continue
to be fairly reasonable.

If you are interested, there is a lot
of information available about the
projects, why now, how much it will
cost you, etc. at the website,
westfieldnjk12.org. You are also wel-
come to email me at
mfriedman@westfieldnjk12.org, and
I will be happy to set up time to speak
with you. We are also holding infor-
mation sessions over the next few
weeks. Dates and times are on the
website. We need your help to make
this happen. We need to continue to
invest in our facilities and for projects
of this magnitude, only a bond will
support it. I look forward to seeing
the results on January 26.

Mark Friedman
Member, Westfield BOE

Dems’ Redistricting Gambit
Should Not See Light Of Day

Tone of Leader Editorial on School Bond is Distressing
The January 7 editorial in The

Westfield Leader, “What Will the In-
terest Be For Westfield Bond Vote?”,
correctly highlights the fact that voter
turnout is, sadly, at a historic low.
But, unfortunately, the tone used to
detail the upcoming referendum and
the final conclusion that “the late
January vote enables the board to
take advantage of an unaware pub-
lic” is equally distressing and com-
pletely misleading.

According to The Leader, the “an-
nouncement of the referendum was
at the November 17 board of educa-
tion meeting, when the board laid out
its justification for the spending.” This
is deceptive – in fact, the board’s first
public discussion on the possibility
of a bond was on May 19, 2015,
followed by a presentation on the
bond on June 9, 2015. Following

state approval of the bond, the board
established the January 26, 2016 vote
date at the November 17 public meet-
ing. The Leader and other local me-
dia covered all of these meetings.
There have also been, and continue
to be, informational community meet-
ings which, again, were publicized in
local newspapers, and there are links
to details of the bond on the district
homepage. To suggest that the board
is trying to dupe the public is grossly
unfair.

Moreover, using the word “justifi-
cation” is unwarranted. This bond is
not a justification for spending. As a
parent, I find that insulting – much of
the money from the bond will be used
for Priority One safety issues, includ-
ing fire alarm upgrades and intercom
improvements, as well as handi-
capped accessibility. These are the

Letters to the Editor

upgrades and maintenance issues that
we cannot put off for the future and
simply cross our fingers and hope
that they work in the event of an
emergency, like a fire or an intruder.
No, the board needs no “justifica-
tion” to protect my kids; I expect
them to do so.

Westfield is not alone in turning to
bonds as a financially prudent solu-
tion to the state-enforced cap on spend-
ing increases. The proposed improve-
ments are absolutely necessary to the
well-being and continued success of
our students, and I would hope that
The Leader would reconsider its posi-
tion. I hope, as well, that there will be
a historically high turnout on January
26 and that people vote yes for the
bond, and our children.

Jennifer Tananbaum
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Poltroon – Cowardly; comtemptible
2. Telestic – Pertaining to the final end

or purpose
3. Glutition – The act of swallowing
4. Mactation – The killing of anything

offered as a sacrifice

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PANEGYRIS
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. A public meeting or festival
3. Unmaneagable; uncontrollable
4. Capable of doing any kind of work;

universally skilled
ZYTHUM

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Any poison derived from a decaying
tissue

3. A nerve cell connected with other
nerve cells

4. A kind of biscuit which is baked and
then sliced and toasted

GNOFF
1. A miser
2. To banish or ostracize
3. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
4. A sneeze or grunt

CRAPULENCE
1. Uselessness; of little or no value
2. State of exaustion; worn out
3. Sickness caused by overindulgence

in food or drink
4. Untidiness; filth

More letters on pages 5, 8

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

The Democrat majority in Trenton has pulled
legislation that critics have said would make 75
percent of New Jersey’s 40 legislative districts “safe.”
Democrats have held the majority in both houses of
the Legislature since 2004. They kept the majority
after the 2010 census, and subsequent elections, and
are likely going to stay in power until the 2020
census and 2021 General Election, when this contro-
versial bill would take effect.

The Dems wanted to ram this through the lame
duck legislative session in an effort to get this on the
2016 ballot when there will be a Presidential elec-
tion and a high voter turnout that would likely
approve their plan.

The bill would put a question on the election ballot
asking voters if they support amending the state
constitution to require 25 percent, or 10 of the state’s
districts, to be competitive. Republicans have shot
back, rightfully so, saying that this would make 30
of the 40 districts “safe.” This would, as Republicans
have said, give “lifetime tenure” to 90 of the 120
state lawmakers. Also, would the 10 districts be split
between the Dems and GOP, or would these be
currently GOP-dominated districts as Democrats
look to increase their majority.

Clearly, politicians need not be involved in this
process; or those appointed by politicians. Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) has said the bill
would have removed lawmakers from the reappor-
tionment commission. But who will be appointed?

Will they be aligned with a political party?
In our opinion, the Democrats would not be push-

ing this legislation if it didn’t benefit them. What’s
next on their plate, moving the gubernatorial elec-
tion to even-numbered years to ensure they fall in
Presidential/federal election years, likely guaran-
teeing them victory in years when New Jersey gu-
bernatorial elections are held in this Blue/Demo-
crat-leaning state? In our opinion, every effort should
be made to make at least half, if not more, of the
districts competitive, not the opposite.

We also believe that the number of votes a
Senator receives from voters should be factored
in determining how much weight he or she car-
ries in the state’s capital. For instance, in Union
County, Senator Ray Lesniak, a Democrat, con-
tinues to get reelected with a much lower vote
count (around 15,000 votes less — 44,000 to
21,000 in 2013) than Republican Tom Kean, Jr.
Should both Senators have the same amount of
power in Trenton (one vote)? Also, should term
limits be considered?

Currently, Democrats and Republicans each ap-
point five members to the reapportionment commit-
tee. An 11th tiebreaker is then named by Chief
Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court. This
whole process is politically charged.

We hope that the people take over this process by
creating a competitive system that puts voters in the
driver’s seat rather than the politicians.
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TThank you to our incredible Corporate Partners. 
You have helped to make 2016 the most successful year in our history! 

Amy Yin Interiors 

Apex Endodontics 

Bagel Chateau 

Bradley and Son Funeral Homes, LLC 

Codey Jones Funeral Home 

Connect One Bank 

David Weinman, DMD  

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

Evalyn Dunn Gallery 

Fairview Cemetery 

Family Investors Company 

Frank Besson, DMD 

Gibbons, P.C. 

Grapek Company 

Investors Bank 

Jeffrey Sobel Consulting 

Just for You Consulting 

Kleespies, Horwitz & Associates 

Lindabury McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper, P.C. 

Memorial Funeral Home 

Monarch Homes 

Morgan Stanley, Westfield Branch 

New Jersey Funeral Service Education Corporation 

New Jersey Resources 

New Providence Internal Medicine Associates 

Northfield Bank 

Provident Bank 

PSEG 

State Farm  

State Farm Insurance - Christine Cosenza 

Summit Medical Group  

Superior Interiors 

TD Bank 

The Farmhouse Store 

The Westfield Tennis Club 

Thrivent Financial 

Twinboro Physical Therapy 

Uncle Vinnie's Clam Bar 

Westfield Dental Associates 

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group LLC 

 

Imagine is a free year-round children’s grief support center that serves NJ children age 3-18 and young adults 18-30 who are grieving the death of a parent or sibling, or 

who are living with a parent of sibling with a life-altering illness. Concurrent support groups are provided for the parents or guardians of the children. Imagine            

also provides grief education and training for thousands of teachers, parents, coaches, youth and other adults annually. Based in Westfield and serving all of Union   

County and beyond, Imagine is one of 500 similar organizations and programs worldwide based on the Dougy Center model in Portland Oregon.   

 

Talks Real EstateDAVID
Presented by 

David Barbosa, Broker/Owner

David Realty Group

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 

www.davidrealtygroup.com 
&  

sofas for desks, shelving, and storage. 

     Whether it is for social networking or a necessity 

for an at-home business, offering an area that can be 

-

-

HINT: Sellers should be prepared to answer prospec-

tive buyers’ questions about the strength of cell-phone 

signals in their area.

     When it comes to marketing their homes to younger 

buyers, sellers should carefully take into account what 

-

-

lion Americans work from home, and this trend shows no 

signs of slowing down. Even those who do not work from 

-

-

comfortably. With this in mind, sellers may want to con-

Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover
Takes a Swing and Misses

The Mayor’s annual speech at the
Scotch Plains Town Council reorganiza-
tion meeting last week was a disappoint-
ment. The Mayor missed an opportunity
to discuss some of the serious issues
facing Scotch Plains. Instead, he engaged
in the political backstabbing of one of his
fellow Democrats and largely took credit
for a number of initiatives, which had
been long in the works or were relatively
non-substantive public amusements.

At the meeting, Councilwoman
Gialanella was replaced as Deputy Mayor.
Recently it seems that the Mayor and Ms.
Gialanella have parted ways. Watching
the Mayor interact with her in public has
become painful, and for that one can’t
help but to feel sorry for Ms. Gialanella.
Although I generally don’t agree with the
Councilwoman’s political views, on the
local level she consistently takes into
account the public good as she sees it.
Ms. Gialanella comported herself profes-
sionally during the meeting and that re-
flects well on her.

In his speech, the Mayor took credit
for any number of ‘achievements’. Many
though were underway before his party
took control of the Council last year, are
in the nature of parades and public events,
or are normal course of business for a
town government. Is a concert or a fire-
works display seriously to be considered
an example of good municipal govern-
ment? Is spending borrowed money to
buy a fire truck really an achievement to
be hailed; isn’t that something that is
supposed to be in the ordinary course?

Another ‘achievement’ was hiring a
planner for the proposed downtown re-
development. There was no discussion
by the Council regarding which planner
to hire, even though the hiring process
inexplicitly took almost a year. Instead,
as is often the case, the Mayor rammed
his choice through with no Council dis-
cussion. It was wrong to do this. The
Mayor – whether this mayor or the next –
should not make decisions on significant
issues without public discussion.

He omitted to mention a number of
issues that should have been discussed.
(I’ll mention just one of them now.) The

annual speech is a great forum to bring up
important issues and suggest solutions.
Alas, the only forward looking proposal
he mentioned was a facilities manage-
ment maintenance review of township-
owned properties. That’s hardly a burn-
ing issue for Scotch Plains residents.

State-mandated affordable housing
(COAH) quotas are back. Public records
reveal that Scotch Plains has recently
submitted paperwork to the COAH court
showing that the town plans to allow for
240 or so new affordable units over the
next 10 years. The total units contem-
plated (affordable and not) is about 740.
That is a lot more worthy of discussion
than a new website or Facebook page.

The Mayor never mentioned COAH.
At least, he should have called for a
public session to discuss how the Council
is going to deal with this. Better yet, he
could have actually discussed it. Where
will the new units be located? What types
of projects is the Council thinking about?
What criteria have and will be used to
make these determinations? Is there any
coordination among the COAH plan, the
town’s master zoning plan (which is, in
theory, supposed to be under revision),
and the downtown redevelopment issue?
Will there be public discussions of any of
these issues, or will the COAH plan be
rammed through with no public discus-
sion like the choice of planner was?

COAH is a sensitive issue while at the
same time there is a lot of money to be
made with these developments. Perhaps
the Mayor is avoiding discussing it for
political reasons. Maybe campaign fi-
nance issues and/or County politics are
involved. This is, after all, an election
year (and our town manager and town-
ship attorney are bedrocks of the County
political establishment). But a serious
person would set that aside and actually
do the job he was elected to do – which
includes planning ahead with the Town’s
interests in mind, facilitating public dis-
cussion of important issues and keeping
Scotch Plains residents informed and able
to participate in the process.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

New Councilwoman Cuccaro’s
Message for Garwood

Apathy Is the Only Barrier to
Improvements in Our Schools

I thank the residents and taxpayers
who came out in full force to support
us. I cannot say it enough; we could
not have accomplished this victory
without you.

I plan to be a taxpayer advocate
and representative of the forgotten
citizens of Garwood. I would like to
personally thank Mayor Charles
Lombardo for thinking so highly of
me in appointing me to committees
that he feels I can best be utilized in
having their voices heard.

I will certainly use my enthusiasm,
passion and life experience in my
service on each committee I am as-
signed, so as not to dismiss the voice
and trust the taxpayers placed with
all of us.

It has not been fully heard in the
past, but it certainly will be heard
now that I have been sworn in.

I am truly disappointed that my
first statement as your new council-
woman is to firmly oppose the ap-
pointment of former Councilman Bill
Nierstedt to the planning board.

The residents of Garwood spoke
loudly and clearly when they rejected
Mr. Nierstedt not only for borough
council, but repudiated him for his
tenure the past 10 plus years on the
planning board. His bully tactics and
disregard for private property rights
was a complaint I heard over and
over again as I visited hundreds of

voters throughout Garwood.
Make no mistake; his antics on the

planning board were a major issue in
this past election. I can only ask one
question: Why would our mayor once
again go against the wishes of the
people he is supposed to be repre-
senting by making this dubious ap-
pointment?

As much as some would have you
believe that we are elected to make
the decisions for you, I believe that
we are elected to consult with you
and to do your bidding.

I am excited and optimistic as we
begin 2016, knowing we are all in
this together. I look forward to work-
ing with my fellow council people to
carry out the wishes of the people as
our No. 1 priority.

I will make you one promise for
my New Year’s resolution: I will vote
each and every time as if I were you.
It is not about what the people up here
think is best for you, but what the
taxpayers of Garwood know what is
best for them.

Garwood is nothing more than a
reflection of the people who live here.

I will stand beside you united and
committed to be your voice, one voice
for the residents of our town.

You voted for me, now I shall vote
for you.

Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro
Garwood Councilwoman

As a mother of three young children
in Westfield schools, I consider myself
quite novice at understanding the bond
referendum process. Like many young
families, my first experience in Westfield
schools was at Lincoln School. This
beautiful structure, the newest of all
Westfield’s school buildings, mirrored
the fantastic education my child was
receiving. So it was with great surprise
when I came to learn just how much
older all the other schools buildings are;
walking the halls of the elementary
schools felt like being in a different
town entirely. Yet, to no surprise, these
schools consistently provide the top
notch education synonymous with our
town. However, these old buildings are
feeling their age and in order for the
quality of education to not be affected
the time has come for improvements;
issues like old boilers, worn out floors,
outdated fire alarm systems, and many
more plague almost all the school build-
ings in the town.

While not exciting things to improve,
maintaining a safe learning environ-
ment provides a necessary foundation
for proper teaching and learning. After
having attended some recent board of
education meetings, I was surprised to
learn how limited the options are for
Westfield schools to fund necessary
renovations for the buildings. The dis-
trict has two options to pay for renova-
tions on these pressing issues – signifi-

cantly cut the operating budget or ask
the people of this town to fund a bond.
Is there really even a choice? Clearly,
cutting into the operating budget will
affect the actual quality of program
and instruction within our schools. No
one will stand for that, yet no one
wants to hear that the schools need
“more” money. Yet voting “Yes” on
this referendum means that for less
than $100 per year, that’s under $10
per month, each household can make
possible these needed changes in the
school and ensure that in the years to
come our school buildings remain safe
and viable spaces for our children to
learn.

Also, approving this bond now means
that the State of New Jersey will pro-
vide funding for 40 percent of all project
costs. Additionally, investing in these
improvements helps to ensure that
Westfield schools maintain their stan-
dards and outcomes, which directly
correlates to property values, a salient
issue even for those with no children or
children long graduated from the school
system. I hope that every resident, par-
ent or not, can see the value in this
referendum and take the time to vote
“yes” on January 26.

Lindsay Zerafa
Westfield

MLK: ‘Where Do We Go From Here:
Chaos or Community?’

As we lurch from one catastrophic
event to the next – wars and displace-
ment, foreign and domestic terrorism,
mass shootings, police-involved
shootings, racial and ethnic distrust and
hatred, etc., we recognize that this tur-
moil is tearing apart the communities in
our neighborhoods, our country, and the
world.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. asked in
the title to one of his books, Where Do
We Go From Here: Chaos or Commu-
nity? Our answer is that we seek commu-
nity and peace to alleviate this mindset of
hostility and to restore harmony. As Dr.
King stated: “Peace is not merely a dis-
tant goal that we seek, but a means by
which we arrive at that goal.”

Please join us to celebrate the ideals of
Dr. King at our annual interfaith service
on Monday, January 18, at 1 p.m., at the
First United Methodist Church at 1 East
Broad Street. Former Westfield Mayor,
Tom Jardim, will be our speaker and, as
always, we will have inspiring music
from the St. Luke’s AME Zion Church
choir, participation of clergy from differ-
ent faiths, and recognition of the student
winners of our annual essay, poetry, and
art contest.

The time is always right to do the right
thing – strengthen our community and
seek peace – join us!

Elizabeth Wolf
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Association of Westfield

Letters to the Editor

NJ PBA Scoffs Christie
As the President of the New Jersey

State Policemen's Benevolent Associa-
tion I am writing on behalf of our 33,000
members...

– The fact is that New Jersey’s law
enforcement community has been weak-
ened and demoralized since Chris Christie
became Governor in 2010.

– as a candidate in 2009, Chris Christie
wrote an “open letter” to our members
that called pensions a “sacred trust” and
included a promise to never cut benefits.
That letter was a lie and, within months of
being sworn into office, he did not hesi-
tate to break that promise.

– after increasing the pension contri-
butions deducted directly from individual
police officer pay checks, Christie di-
verted our increased pension contribu-
tions to offset other spending... He called
it “property tax relief.”  We call it fraud.

– While Governor Christie has recently
taken to proclaiming himself the law
enforcement candidate in the Republican
Primary, our membership would be the
first to tell you the truth is quite the
opposite....  While he is a tremendous
politician and performer, he is also a
terrible governor.

Pat Colligan,
State President
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– Obituaries –

Arlene L. Mahmoud

Arlene L. Mahmoud, 70, Active With
Historical Society, Symphony Friends

A memorial service is being
planned for Arlene L. Mahmoud, 70,
of Westfield, who died
on Sunday, December
27, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

Born June 28, 1945 in
Brooklyn, N.Y., she
spent the past 23 years
as a resident of Westfield.

She was vice-presi-
dent and treasurer at
Tokio Marine Insurance
Company in New York
City, where she worked
for 28 years. Prior to that,
she was a treasurer of
Midland Insurance
Company.

Mrs. Mahmoud served as a mem-
ber of the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety and as a member of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra Friends, where
she contributed to the enhancement
of both organizations. She traveled
on business and vacations to many
European, Middle Eastern and Far

Eastern countries including: The
United Kingdom, France, Italy, Ger-

many, Switzerland, Spain,
Austria, Czech Republic,
Hungary, Turkey, Egypt
and Japan. She was, along
with her husband, inter-
ested in national and for-
eign policy. They were
invited to and attended
receptions in several for-
eign embassies in Wash-
ington, D.C. She also en-
joyed gardening.

She is survived by her
husband, Hassan (Sam)
Mahmoud, a trustee and
program director of the

Westfield Historical Society and
former guest columnist for the Home
News Tribune and the Courier News;
her sister, Roseanne Metzger of Staten
Island, and her stepson, Gary Lee
Mahmoud.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home in Westfield.

January 14, 2016

Susan C. Rowe, 95, Formerly of Westfield;
Was Artist, Volunteer, Active With FCC
Susan C. Rowe, 95, passed away

on Friday, January 1, 2016, at the
Hunterdon Care Center in Raritan
Township, N.J.

Susan was born in
Brooklyn in 1920. She
was the daughter of the
late Wilbur and Grace
Crane. A graduate of The
College of William and
Mary, Susan resided in
Westfield for over 43
years before moving to
Hunterdon County.

Susan was an active
member of the First Con-
gregational Church in
Westfield, where she was
a Sunday school teacher
for 25 years. She was an
accomplished portrait artist, an ani-
mal lover and donated much of her
time to volunteer and community
services.

Susan, the wife of the late Frederick
Leslie Rowe, is survived by a sister,
Grace Schworer of Raritan Township;

a brother, Alfred Crane
of Clinton, Conn.; a son,
Donald Rowe of
Annandale, and a daugh-
ter, Barbara D’Amico of
Las Vegas, Nev. Susan has
three grandchildren.

Memorial donations
can be made to the First
Congregational Church
of Westfield, N.J.

Funeral services and
interment were private
under the direction of the
Holcombe-Fisher Fu-
neral Home, 147 Main
Street, Flemington, N.J.

Please visit holcombefisher.com for
further information, or to send con-
dolences.

January 14, 2016

Susan C. Rowe

F-SP Rotary Club to Host
Wine Tasting-Dinner

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
AREA – Wine appreciators are in-
vited to join neighbors, commu-
nity leaders and Rotarians for a
wine-tasting and dinner event on
Wednesday, January 20,
at 16 Prospect wine bar
& bistro, located on
Prospect  Street  in
Westfield.

The Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will host this 16th an-
nual event, which will
begin at 7 p.m. The price
is $85 for a dinner of the
restaurant cuisine along
with a sampling of wines
from Germany, Italy and
France. A wine dealer,
who will serve as
sommelier for the
evening, will discuss the wines and
answer questions. Wines sampled
also will be available for purchase
at special prices.

Neil Schembre, a long-time com-

munity leader and organizer of the
wine tasting, said, “Proceeds will
enable Rotary to continue chari-
table support for area organiza-
tions such as the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School
Student Leadership
Council ,  Fanwood
Community Founda-
tion, RESOLVE Com-
munity Counseling,
David Ringle Scholar-
ship Fund, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA,
and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary-
Frazee House Inc. Res-
toration Project.”

A form for reservations
can be obtained by call-
ing Mr. Schembre at (908)
405-8941 or interested

persons may send a check to:
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary, P.O.
Box 426, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. They
also may call Mr. Schembre at (908)
889-9500.

Social Justice Matters Set
To Co-Host MLK Events

SCOTCH PLAINS — Social Jus-
tice Matters Inc. (SJM), an organiza-
tion founded by residents to foster
equality and challenge racism, is
partnering with other local groups on
Monday, January 18, as part of the
Seventh Annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood MLK Day of Service.

They will celebrate the work of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
honor the memory of the Reverend
Kelmo C. Porter, Jr., former pastor
of St. John’s Baptist Church in
Scotch Plains, by co-hosting three
events: a lunch for participants in a
Solidarity Walk from the church to
the Scotch Plains Public Library,
the walk and a talk at the library.
Registration is open to the public
and is required for all events. They
are as follows:

Immediately following MLK Day
opening ceremonies at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, from 10 to 11
a.m., walk participants will park their
cars at the library. They will then be
shuttled to St. John’s Church for a
lunch prepared by the church’s youth
group. To register for the lunch and
the walk, both co-sponsored by SJM
and St. John’s, visit
spfmlkday.wildapricot.org.

At noon, walkers will start the two-
mile, 90-minute trip from St. John’s
to the library, following a route dis-
tributed at lunch. Walkers should dress
for the weather and will be assisted
along the way by National Honor
Society and SJM volunteers. Cars
will drive the route to pick up people
who are unable to complete the walk.
Walkers who do not attend the lunch
can arrange their own transportation
to St. John’s. Registrants will be no-
tified that morning if bad weather
requires cancellation of the walk.

Walkers and all members of the
public are invited to gather at the
library for a 2 p.m. talk and discus-
sion on social and cultural compe-
tency led by the Reverend Dr.
Reginald O. Davenport, interim pas-
tor at St. John’s. The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Social competence refers to the
ability to get along with others; cul-
tural competence refers to the ability
to be sensitive to people from other
cultures and/or belief systems other
than one’s own. Reverend
Davenport’s talk, with refreshments
to follow, is co-sponsored by SJM
and the Scotch Plains Public Library.
Participants may register for the talk
on the Scotch Plains Library’s
website, scotlib.org, or at
spfmlkday.wildapricot.org.

For more information, call the li-
brary at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204.

S.A.R. Meeting Tomorrow
To Feature Gulf War Vet

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution will meet tomor-
row evening, Friday, January 15,
starting at 8 p.m., in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street, Westfield. This
program is open to the public and
light refreshments will be served.

Westfield resident  Nick
Ricigliano will discuss his experi-
ences in the first Gulf War and also
as a United States Marshal. Mr.
Ricigliano grew up in Union,
graduating from Union High
School in 1989. Before graduat-
ing, he enlisted in the U.S. Army
on the delayed entry program in
September, 1988. In July, 1989,
after graduation, he shipped out
for basic training and Military Po-
lice School. He served as a Mili-
tary Police Officer in Frankfurt,

Germany, from December, 1989
through February, 1992.

At that time, he was deployed to
Saudi Arabia for the first Gulf War,
where he also served in Kuwait
and Iraq. Returning to the United
States in February, 1992, he was
stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky.,
where he served as a Military Po-
lice team leader until July, 1993.
Returning to New Jersey, Mr.
Ricigliano attended Rutgers Uni-
versity from 1993 to 1996, gradu-
ating with a Bachelor of Arts in
History. He remained in the Army
Reserve from 1993 to 2010. In
December 1996, he joined the U.S.
Marshals Service, where he is a
senior inspector currently assigned
to the NYNJ-Regional Fugitive
Task Force.

For further information, call War-
ren Fristensky, West Fields Chapter
president, at (908) 654-1731.

MLK Breakfast Is
Monday at WCC

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King Day Pancake Breakfast
will be held on Monday, January 18,
at the Westfield Community Center
(WCC), in conjunction with the
Plainfield chapter of Theta Phi Omega
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated.

This interactive celebration will
take place between 8:30 and 11:30
a.m. at the WCC, located at 558 West
Broad Street, Westfield. The event
will feature pancakes, music, video,
praise dancers, dialogue and fun. The
cost is $7 for non-members and $5
for members, senior citizens and chil-
dren. For more information and tick-
ets, call the WCC at (908) 232-4759
or Theta Phi Omega Chapter at (732)
213-7931.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Cranford Library to Launch
‘1000 Books’ This Saturday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has announced that
it will begin a new early literacy
initiative, sponsored by the Friends
of the Library, called “1,000 Books
before Kindergarten.”

This program encourages fami-
lies to read together by challeng-
ing them to share 1,000 books by
the time their child enters Kinder-
garten. According to the library,
while 1,000 books may sound like
a lot, if families read three books a
day for a year, they will have read
1,095 books. Besides the chance
to bond as a family, the library
maintains that sharing stories each
day helps youngsters to develop
pre-reading skills. Positive read-
ing experiences also help children
to stay motivated when the time
comes to learn to read indepen-

dently.
The library will kick off the event

this Saturday, January 16, at 10:15
a.m., with a musical performance
by “Sister Sing Sister String.” Chil-
dren ages 6 months to 5 years old
are invited to attend this lively pro-
gram in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Registration is not required
for this event.

Registration for this program is
required and can be done in the
Children’s Department beginning
this Saturday. The library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue. This is a free
program open to children who have
not yet entered Kindergarten. Ei-
ther a parent or child must have a
library card to enroll. For a list of
other upcoming programs, visit the
library web page at cranford.com.

Johanna Conover, Was Involved With
Local Civic and Educational Activities

Services were held for Johanna
Conover, who passed
away peacefully on Sun-
day, January 10, 2016,
after a long confine-
ment .  Arrangements
were completed by the
Dooley Colonial Home
of Westfield.

Jo was born and raised
in Pennington, N.J. and
lived in Strafford, Pa.
unt i l  moving to
Westfield with her hus-
band in 1960. Prior to
marrying her husband,
William C. Conover, she was a

model for Bonwit Teller in New
York City.

Jo was active in the
civic and educational life
of the town and enjoyed
playing golf at Echo Lake
Country Club along with
Bridge wi th  many
friends.

Jo was predeceased by
her husband, Bill ,  in
1990, and is survived and
will be deeply missed by
her daughter, Jackie, and
grandson, Gavin Rogers.

January 14, 2016
Johanna Conover

Library Posts Full Listings
For Book and Film Series

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, has
announced the full schedule for its
book and film discussion series
focusing on books by Harper Lee
and other authors whose works
dealt with race relations in the
United States.

Participants will read the works
of Lee, James Baldwin, Lorraine
Hansberry, Malcolm X, Alex Haley
and Toni Morrison. The viewing
of a relevant movie will accom-
pany the reading of each book.

The series calendar is as fol-
lows: Monday, January 18, 4 p.m.,
Martin Luther King Day of Ser-
vice: Distribution of books will
take place in preparation for the
Wednesday, February 3 book dis-
cussion of “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” and “Go Set a Watchman,”
both by Harper Lee. A film screen-
ing of To Kill a Mockingbird is set
for Thursday, February 4.

Thursday, February 11, 6:30
p.m.: Film screening — A Raisin
in the Sun.

Wednesday, February 17, 6:30
p.m.: Book discussion — “A Rai-
sin in the Sun” by Lorraine
Hansberry and “Clybourne Park”
by Bruce Norris.

Thursday, February 25, 6:30
p.m.: Film screening — The Price
of the Ticket.

Wednesday, March 2, 6:30 p.m.:
Book discussion — “The Fire Next

Time” by James Baldwin.
Wednesday, March 23, 6:30

p.m.: Book discussion — “The Au-
tobiography of Malcolm X” by
Malcolm X, with the assistance of
Alex Haley.

Thursday, March 24, 6 p.m.: Film
screening — Malcolm X.

Saturday, April 2, 11 a.m.:
Guided tour of the Malcolm X and
Betty Shabazz Memorial and Edu-
cational Center in Manhattan.

Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 p.m.:
Book discussion — “God Help the
Child” by Toni Morrison.

The group will be open to adults
and high-school students, but will
be limited in size. Registration for
the book discussions and field trip
currently is available via the Scotch
Plains Public Library website,
scotlib.org, or may be done in per-
son at the library. No registration
is necessary for the films.

This series was made possible in
part by a grant from the New Jer-
sey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities. Any
views, findings, conclusions or rec-
ommendations expressed in this
series do not necessarily represent
those of the National Endowment
for the Humanities or the New Jer-
sey Council for the Humanities.
Funding by the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library has
been instrumental in bringing this
series to the public.
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Registration Now Open For
SP-F MLK Day of Service

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD —
For the seventh year in a row, residents
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains will be
able to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. by giving back to their
communities on Monday, January 18.
Sponsored by Social Justice Matters,
Unity Bank, the towns of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerium, the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, the Seventh Annual
Martin Luther King Day of Service
will take place in multiple locations
within the two communities.

Age-appropriate activities will be
featured for the whole family, from
writing Valentines for troops over-
seas to turning old sweaters into mit-
tens for the homeless. Families can
assemble snack bags for local chil-
dren in need and put together toiletry
care bags for a nearby shelter. For
adults, there will be opportunities
such as participating in a roundtable
discussion inspired by Dr. King and
organized by Social Justice Matters
and the Scotch Plains Public Library,
as well as giving blood at the JCC of
Scotch Plains. Those unable to do-
nate their time that day can still give
back by participating in the many
drives and collections being held in
various locations — from profes-
sional clothes for Dress for Success
and gently-used toys for Second

Chance Toys to warm clothes and
blankets and canned goods for the
local food pantry.

MLK Day 2016 will kick off with
an opening ceremony at the JCC,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, from 10 to 11 a.m. All
are welcome. Activities will begin
immediately following the opening
program and will be held between 11
a.m. and 5 p.m.

All interested volunteers should
visit spfmlkday.com. Online regis-
tration will run until this Saturday,
January 16. Although same-day reg-
istration will be available during the
Opening Program, participants are
strongly encouraged to register online
as space is very limited and has filled
up quickly in the past.

“This is a wonderful opportunity
to bring our community together,”
said MLK Day Co-Chairwoman
Michelle Shapiro Abraham. “Not
only will every member of the family
learn the importance of giving back,
but they’ll also discover all the won-
derful volunteer organizations at work
in their community.”

Classes to Be Held
In Internet Basics

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will again offer
Computer Internet Basics for Be-
ginners classes on Thursdays. Stu-
dents from Cranford High School
will teach basic Internet skills in a
casual, one-on-one setting.

Classes will begin this month and
will run through May or June, 2016.
Pre-registration is required as seat-
ing is limited. For more information
or to register, call the library at (908)
709-7272 and ask for Fran Housten.
The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Caroline Sheridan and Michael Badgley

Ms. Caroline Sheridan
Marries Michael Badgley

Ms. Caroline Sheridan, the daugh-
ter of Patricia Kenny and Kevin
Sheridan of Westfield, N.J., was mar-
ried on Saturday, September 26, 2015,
to Michael Badgley, son of Julieta
and Michael Badgley of South Pasa-
dena, Calif.

The ceremony took place at
Kohout Lake in Vernon, N.J., the
vacation home of the bride’s fam-
ily, originally owned by Františka
and Bohumil Kohout, the bride’s
great-grandparents. They were the
Kohouts of Kohout’s Bakery, a
Clifton, N.J. landmark for 50 years.

Delores Badgley-Dinsmore, aunt

of the groom, officiated at the cer-
emony on the beach. The reception
followed on the grounds. The re-
hearsal dinner, hosted by the groom’s
parents, took place at the Iron Forge
Inn, in Warwick, N.Y.

The bride is a graduate of Westfield
High School and Wellesley College.
Currently she is employed as a re-
search specialist at Weill Cornell
Medicine in Manhattan. She also is
pursuing a Master’s degree in An-
thropology at Hunter College of the
City University of New York.

The groom is a graduate of Loyola
High School in Los Angeles and
Harvard College. He currently is a
Ph.D. candidate in Pathobiology and
Molecular Medicine at Columbia
University.

The couple resides in New York
City.

Anthony J. Roselle and Ms. Amelia G. Baker

Ms. Amelia G. Baker
To Wed Anthony J. Roselle

Dr. Stephen R. Baker and Marjorie
Gilman Baker of Scotch Plains an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Amelia Gilman Baker
of Hoboken, to Anthony Joseph
Roselle, also of Hoboken. Mr. Roselle
is the son of Marion Kurani of West
Orange and Joseph A. Roselle of Jer-
sey City. He is the stepson of Dr.
Devendra Kurani and Renee Roselle.

The bride-to-be graduated in 1996
from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison, and in 2000 from Franklin
and Marshall College in Lancaster,
Pa., where she received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Classical Archae-
ology and Ancient History. She
graduated magna cum laude from
New York Law School in 2005. Ms.
Baker, who is known as Mia, re-
cently became a partner in the Bask-
ing Ridge law firm of Bevan, Mosca
& Giuditta. She also is the director
of bmgzstrategies, a strategic com-
munications agency, in their New
York City office.

Mr. Roselle graduated in 2000
from West Orange High School. He
graduated from Rutgers University
in 2004 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Environmental Policy, and
from Rutgers Law School in 2007.
He is a senior managing associate in
the real estate practice at Dentons
law firm in New York City.

A May 2017 wedding is planned.

St. Pat’s Parade Comm.
Plans Benefit Sunday
AREA — The Union County St.

Patrick’s Day Parade Committee will
host its annual Celebrity Bartenders
fundraiser this Sunday, January 17,
from 1 to 7 p.m. It will be held at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

Entertainment will include the
Celtic rock band Bloody Callan and a
mass pipes and drums performance.

Tickets are $5 each and include
coffee, tea, cake and hot dogs. Refill-
able commemorative mugs are $10.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the 20th Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, which steps off
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 12, on
Morris Avenue in Union. For tickets
or more information about the Celeb-
rity Bartenders event, contact Kathy
Noonan at (908) 906-4622 or Marc
Dowling at (908) 967-0740. Tickets
also will be available at the door.

For more information about the
2016 Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Health Kits to Be
MLK Day Activity

SCOTCH PLAINS — As part of its
participation in the Martin Luther
King Day of Service on Monday,
January 18, the Township of Scotch
Plains will conduct a collection and
assembly of 500 health kits for distri-
bution by nursing students to people
in need in the Dominican Republic
and at shelters in Union County.

Collection boxes currently are
available at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 430 Park
Avenue; Scotch Plains Public Library,
1927 Bartle Avenue, and St. John’s
Baptist Church, 2387 Morse Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Items needed include
toothbrushes, large tubes of tooth-
paste, washcloths, large bars of soap,
shampoo, combs or hair picks, dental
floss, deodorant and gallon-size
Ziploc bags. Travel-size toiletry items
also will be accepted for distribution
at local shelters.

Assembly of the health kits will
take place at Shady Rest, located at
the Scotch Hills Country Club,
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road, Scotch Plains, between 11:30
a.m. and 2 p.m. on Monday. If inter-
ested in signing up to help assemble
kits, visit spfmlkday.wildapricot.org/
and click on “Events” to register. For
more information, contact
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com or call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 314.

Single Jewish Friends
Slate Sunday Lunch

AREA — The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 49-plus will hold a
Meet and Eat Lunch this Sunday,
January 17, at noon. It will take place
at Chili’s Bar & Grill, located at 1655
Oak Tree Road, Edison. The cost is
the price of a meal off the menu and
tip, plus $3. Interested persons are
asked to respond to
roger678@optonline.net or by call-
ing Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Kids’ Sewing Classes
To Begin January 20
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department is
offering Kids Sewing Classes. Chil-
dren will learn how to use a sewing
machine, trace patterns, cut fabric
and hand sew, plus other sewing-
related activities used to design and
construct sewing-based projects. Be-
ginners are welcome and more ad-
vanced skills will be taught to more
experienced students.

Classes will take place on Wednes-
days, January 20 to March 23, from 4 to
5 p.m. for those ages 6 to 9, and from 5
to 6 p.m. for ages 9 to 13. They will be
held at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue. The
cost is $100 per child, which includes
all tools, supplies and fabrics (sewing
machines are included).

Registration is for Cranford resi-
dents only and may be done in person
at the Cranford Community Center or
online at register.communitypass.net/
cranford through Community Pass.
For more information, call the Com-
munity Center at (908) 709-7283.

Female Ancestry To
Be Discussed Today

WESTFIELD — “Don’t Forget
the Ladies...The Women in Your
Past” will be the title of a presenta-
tion by Nancy C. Nelson and Carol
M. Sheaffer at the meeting today,
Thursday, January 14, of the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West
Fields.

Ms. Sheaffer and Ms. Nelson,
respectively president and mem-
bership chairwoman of the Central
Jersey Genealogical Club, will dis-
cuss researching female ancestry.

The meeting will begin at 1 p.m.
at the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Light refreshments will follow the
program, which is open to the pub-
lic free of charge. For more infor-
mation, call Nancy Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029.

SCOPPETTUOLO

"SCAPPY"

CARMEN AND MARYANN SCOPPETTUOLO

CELEBRATE THEIR 62ND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

JANUARY 15, 2016

CELEBRATION WILL BE GIVEN BY CHILDREN

MICHAEL, MARIA, CARMEN, RONALD, DOLORES FENTON

AND GRANDCHILDREN JOHN, JESSICA, JOSEPH, CASEY,

ROBERT AND DANIEL FENTON

JILLIAN AND RONALD SCOPPETTUOLO AND CARMEN (CJ),

DAKOTA AND STONE SCOPPETTUOLO

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 62ND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

AND A SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO CARMEN SCOPPETTUOLO

CELEBRATING YOUR 81ST BIRTHDAY

ORIGINALLY FROM NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

NOW RESIDING IN SPRINGFIELD, NEW JERSEY

WE LOVE YOU BOTH VERY MUCH

LOVE,

YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN

THE HEART OF A LION

CARMEN "SCAPPY" SCOPPETTUOLO

SOON TO CELEBRATE HIS 81ST BIRTHDAY

WRITTEN BY: DOLORES SCOPPETTUOLO FENTON

9-10-15 PROUDLY YOUR YOUNGEST CUB

THE HEART OF A LION

  ONE CAN'T DENY

MY FATHER THE KING

  THE HEAD OF HIS PRIDE

A MAN WITH HONOR

  AND A HEART OF GOLD

COMMANDING RESPECT

  WITH THE POWER HE HOLDS

BUT, MAKE NO MISTAKE

  HE WOULD BE LESS

WITHOUT MY MOTHER

  HIS MAIN LIONESS

TOGETHER THEY CONQUERED

  LIFE'S TWIST AND TURNS

ALWAY'S ADAPTING

  AND WILLING TO LEARN

THE HEART OF A LION

  IS NEVER TO QUIT

MY FATHER HAS TAUGHT Us

  TO USE OUR WIT

TO NEVER GIVE UP

  KEEP YOUR HEAD HELD HIGH

STAND YOUR GROUND

  AND DON'T ASK WHY

CAUSE THE HEART OF A LION

  IS WHO YOU ARE

BE STRONG AND BE SMART

  AND YOU WILL GO FAR

IT Is IN OUR BLOOD

  WE SHALL NEVER LACK

BEING PART OF THIS LION

  AND PART OF HIS PACK!
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Time to Think About What We Eat,
Overturn Exploitation of Animal Life
Just want to add my support to

Westfielder Katherine Fisher’s letter
to the editor of December 17, 2015.
And perhaps the end of the year and
the beginning of this New Year are
the most appropriate times for think-
ing about our lives and what we eat –
and the effect it has upon all of us.

There is a long list of illnesses
connected to animal-eating — can-
cers, heart disease, high blood pres-
sure, obesity, diabetes.

Despite the heavy warnings in our
press just before the holidays in re-
gard to “processed meats,” the manu-
facturers of these foods seem to have
flooded the stores with heavy mar-
keting of these products.

Basically, I think it would be diffi-
cult to deny that these factory farms
could easily be charged with animal
cruelty because of the tight confine-
ment of animals in these unclean and
cramped pens, where they are de-
prived of sunlight and the ability to
roam free. These animals are also

given steroids to cause them to gain
weight rapidly. In turn, this confine-
ment requires that they frequently be
treated with antibiotics.

Many of us are concerned about
GMO foods – genetically modified –
and are as much as possible switch-
ing to organic foods. There is also
widespread support for labeling of
these foods.

More attention needs to be paid to
the exploitation of animals which is a
primary cause of global warming –
and pollution of our environment with
extreme amounts of toxic chemicals,
fertilizers, pesticides and unmanage-
able amounts of waste.

It’s time to overturn the licenses
which permit thoughtless exploita-
tion of animal life – “manifest des-
tiny” and “man’s dominion over na-
ture.” In turn, we will regain our
spiritual and human health – and a
positive effect on the planet.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Christianity Is Weakening,
Islam Fervor Is Exploding

Come To The Next Garwood Council
Meeting And Ask Your Questions

Hilaire Belloc, a huge controver-
sial personality, broad ranging intel-
lect, superb observer of things that
matter, both small and large, was
also gifted with limitless energy. As
indisputable proof of the latter, he
boarded a boat in his native En-
gland, landed in New York and, be-
cause he was broke, walked to Cali-
fornia to woo his future American
wife. They called each other “honey
bun.” In the 1930s he stood boldly
alone in predicting the rise of mili-
tant Islam and how it could conquer
the Western World. History is re-
plete with Islamic military attempts
to do so and sometimes came peril-
ously close such as after the Battle of
Manzikert.

The primary premise of his vision
is clear. It’s based on religious
strength. He believed that Catholi-
cism, the major Christian religion,
was weakening and its international
competitor, “Mohammedanism,”
was holding strong — and the strong
would inevitably win out. He writes,
“In the major thing of all, religion,
we have fallen back and Islam, in the
main, preserved its soul.” He pro-
posed that Islamic culture is an “im-
pregnable fortress” and
unconvertible citing the Catholic
Crusades and centuries of Catholic
missionaries’ failure to do so.

He correctly pointed out that the

superiority of the West was, in large
part, due to its advantage in the sci-
entific-technology sphere, but that
Islam would soon catch up, and “its
material strength” would incremen-
tally help crush the West. He also
noted that that the “fissiparous” or
divisive nature of the Islamic culture
rendered it weak but, once remedied,
would become a formidable force.

Belloc’s prediction may be pro-
phetic. Today, Christianity is weak-
ening, Islam fervor is exploding, and
its warriors are rapidly gaining in
weaponry acquisition and know-
how. Though still broadly fissipa-
rous, there are currently several fac-
tions powerful enough to wage in-
ternational warfare employing a va-
riety of methods including suicidal
bombers, biological and nuclear
weapons and the multifaceted
Internet. Large armies are not
needed. The great military theorist
Carl von Clausewitz wrote, “War is
an act of force to compel our enemy
to do our will.” Modern weaponry
has made this more easily and rap-
idly achievable. To compound the
problem, the West is opening the
doors to mass Islamic immigration
where such weapons could be pur-
chased, produced or assembled in
loco parent is accelerating the cre-
ation of such an international Is-
lamic force.

Belloc’s main concern was not
only the dangers of Islam, itself.
Indeed, he even admired it. He ob-
serves, “Islam was far more learned
than we were, it was better equipped
in arms and nevertheless more civic
and more tolerant.” He was prima-
rily alarmed by the decline of faith
in Catholicism and survival of West-
ern civilization. It’s worthy to note
that his belief in the power of reli-
gion extended beyond Catholicism
to others.

Many believe that the West’s
march toward epicurean secularism
— who wants to fight when sur-
rounded by life’s luxuries and secu-
rity? - will eventually convert the
Islamic mindset to that of pleasure
and peace. Perhaps; but not soon.

Time magazine elected Angela
Merkel as Person-of-the Year, 2015,
one reason being her role in opening
Europe’s doors to over a million Is-
lamic immigrants. Time’s second
choice was Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
the extremely clever innovative leader
of ISIS, whose immigration objec-
tive is, interestingly enough, identi-
cal to Merkel’s. The third choice was
Donald Trump, who would block
general immigration until we have an
effective anti-terror screening sys-
tem, which development remains to
be seen.

After reading the Time piece, I
paused, puffed on my pipe, sipped on
my martini and thought of Belloc.

Stephen DeFelice
Westtfield

Lack of transparency and politics
on the dais by the renegade Mathieu
Republicans are evident right out of
the gate at the first meeting of the
year for Garwood’s Mayor and Coun-
cil. It did not take long for them to
violate their pledge of transparency
by voting against the approval of a
number of agenda items without any
explanation of their dissent.

The residents deserve to know why
they voted no to the appointments of
Borough Attorney, Prosecutor, and
Tax Collector without having the fore-
sight and courtesy to offer alterna-
tives. That’s what transparency and
commitment to service is all about.

Not just voting “no” for political
reasons, but to offer meaningful and
insightful alternatives for the better-
ment of our community.

The near failing vote of 3-2 to
approve borough attorney would have
left Garwood vulnerable, operating
without legal counsel (since no other
attorneys submitted proposals) and
until new proposals would be re-
ceived, reviewed, and then, hope-
fully approved. The “no” votes by
Mathieu and Sarno came without ex-
planation nor an alternative plan. Is
that good for Garwood or for the
Republican Party?

The vote to fill the then vacant
State mandated position of certified
tax collector almost suffered defeat
as well. Again, Mathieu and Sarno
voted “no” without explanation or an
alternative plan.

Fortunately, Cuccaro and Martin
voted with the Democrats, Todisco
and Petruzzelli, for the plan to fill the
position with a current employee that
is dual-certified. This plan comes at a

savings over previous years when the
Borough had a full-time tax collec-
tor. With no apparent reason for them
to vote “no” and no contingency plan,
these now self-proclaimed “ren-
egades” have clearly demonstrated
that they are unable to plan ahead or
act in the best interests of all of
Garwood, as they had promised.

The most alarming development
was when GOP Chairman Mathieu
publicly promised to “always have
the sides” of his newly elected GOP
council people. Mathieu’s clear un-
willingness to objectively vote for
the betterment of Garwood by keep-
ing an open mind is disturbing.
Mathieu has vowed to vote Republi-
can no matter what. Is that good for
the citizens of Garwood, or just for
the Republican Party?

If this concerns you as much as it
does me, I implore you to please
come to the next council meeting and
ask your questions. If you would like
to join the Garwood Democratic team
that welcomes differences of opinion
and true transparency, please contact
me at garwoodhsinclair.com.

Hugh Sinclair
Garwood Dem Committee Chair

Letters to the Editor

Everyone Can Serve: MLK Day
Offers Opportunities For Unity

On Monday, January 18, the
birthday of civil rights leader the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. will be observed throughout
the United States with ceremo-
nies, service initiatives, social
gatherings and, of course, exten-
sive dialogue on race relations in
America today.

Nearly four decades since Mar-
tin Luther King’s death, the topic
of race continues to be divisive.
The still tangled and emotional
issue reminds us once again of
Dr. King’s call for non-violent
social change and his dream of
unity among all people. Such
unity can be forged by neighbors
working together for the com-
mon good in their communities,
and not just racial unity, but unity
spanning all ages, faiths, cultures
and lifestyles.

This Monday, service activities
designed to promote unity are oc-

curring in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Cranford. There also will be
an Interfaith Community Service
this evening, January 14, at 7 p.m.,
at the Cranford Alliance Church,
and a series of other commemora-
tive events are planned for Mon-
day in Scotch Plains.

In Westfield, the theme of unity
will be promoted as well through
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Association’s annual processional
and memorial service Monday, as
well as a pancake breakfast to be
held earlier in the day at the
Westfield Community Center.

We encourage all our residents,
and especially families with chil-
dren, to attend these programs
and participate in the service ac-
tivities. Service projects are avail-
able for all ages, talents and abili-
ties, providing everyone an op-
portunity to contribute and to
honor Martin Luther King’s

legacy.
The rewards of such service on

behalf of others, and the ability
of each person to make a differ-
ence, can be summed up in this
excerpt from Dr. King’s final ser-
mon, delivered February 4, 1968
— two months to the day before
his death — entitled “Drum Ma-
jor Instinct.”

“Everybody can be great, be-
cause everybody can serve. You
don’t have to have a college de-
gree to serve. You don’t have to
make your subject and your verb
agree to serve. You don’t have to
know about Plato and Aristotle
to serve. You don’t have to know
Einstein’s theory of relativity to
serve. You don’t have to know
the second theory of thermody-
namics in physics to serve. You
only need a heart full of grace, a
soul generated by love. And you
can be that servant.”

WESTFIELD
Sunday, January 3, a resident of

Jefferson Avenue reported being the
victim of fraud. The victim stated
that his credit card company had
informed him of four fraudulent
purchases that were made using his
credit card. There were no suspects
at the time of the report.

Tuesday, January 5, John Sherry,
35, of Piscataway was arrested at the
Union Police Department on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of posting the
requisite $322 bail.

Tuesday, January 5, a resident of
the 500 block of Carleton Road
reported a motor vehicle burglary.
The vehicle was parked on Ross
Place near Carleton Road and un-
locked at the time of the burglary.
The incident occurred between
December 27 and January 5. At the
time of the report nothing was re-
ported stolen from the vehicle.

Wednesday, January 6, police ar-
rested Rodney J. Mason, 39, of
Piscataway on an outstanding crimi-
nal warrant out of Middlesex Bor-
ough Municipal Court, with bail of
$300, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on East South Avenue near
Cacciola Place. Mason was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on posted bail.

Wednesday, January 6, Jared
Browne, 24, of Hillside was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on Central Av-
enue near Cacciola Place. Browne
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released with a
summons.

Friday, January 8, an individual
on the 700 block of Knollwood Ter-
race filed a report of identity theft.
According to the victim, an un-
known suspect obtained a credit
card in the complainant’s name and
made charges against the account.

Friday, January 8, a victim re-
ported the attempted theft of a mo-
tor vehicle. The report filed states
that one or more unknown suspects
entered the vehicle, which was
parked on the 400 block of Boule-
vard, and attempted to start the ve-
hicle, breaking the steering column
in the process.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, December 28, a

Cliffwood resident reported a theft
from a motor vehicle that had been
parked in the municipal lot behind
a business. The theft occurred be-
tween 5:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
when someone smashed the
driver’s-side window and removed
personal items.

Monday, December 28, Christian
Zazzali, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. An of-
ficer responding to a suspicious-
person call on Lake Avenue de-
tained a group of individuals in a
back yard. Following the investiga-
tion Zazzali was arrested. He was
transported to police headquarters
for processing and released on a
summons.

Thursday, December 31, Michael
Blaes, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant
out of Union Municipal Court fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Blaes
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing and released af-
ter posting bail.

Thursday, December 31, Jorge
Rosales, 51, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant
out of Perth Amboy following a
motor vehicle stop. Rosales was
transported to police headquarters
for processing.

Saturday, January 2, a Park Av-
enue resident reported a theft from
a motor vehicle. The resident stated
that the vehicle was parked on Bartle
Avenue and that between 4:30 and
8:30 p.m. someone had smashed
the driver’s-side window and sto-
len personal items.

Saturday, January 2, a Sunnyfield
Lane resident reported a motor ve-

hicle burglary. The resident stated
that between 6 and 7:30 p.m. some-
one had entered the vehicle and
stolen personal items. It was re-
ported that the vehicle was unlocked
and parked in the driveway at the
time of the incident.

Tuesday, January 5, Thomas Out-
land, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with robbery. Detec-
tives arrested Outland after a
lengthy investigation into the at-
tempted robbery of a fast food res-
taurant located on Route 22 West.
According to police, on September
4, 2015, Outland and an unknown
accomplice allegedly entered the
restaurant at closing time wearing
masks and pointing a shotgun at the
manager. After an employee recog-
nized Outland as one of the sus-
pects, authorities said, the two sus-
pects quickly fled the restaurant.
Outland was given a bail amount of
$105,000 and is being held at the
Union County jail.

Wednesday, January 6, Brian
Moskow, 24, of Edison was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
the Sea Bright Municipal Court fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop.
Moskow was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Thursday, January 7, Terrence
Pope, 23, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Fanwood following a motor
vehicle stop. Pope was transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Friday, January 8, a burglary was
reported at an apartment on
Rivervale Court. The resident stated
that sometime between 11 a.m. and
3:15 p.m. someone forcibly entered
the apartment, ransacking the bed-
room and stealing numerous per-
sonal items.

Friday, January 8, a second bur-
glary was reported at a Rivervale
Court apartment. In this case, the
resident stated that sometime be-
tween 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. someone
had forced entry into the apartment,
ransacking the bedroom and steal-
ing numerous personal items. The
burglaries that occurred in this
apartment complex are believed to
be related and currently are under
investigation.

Sunday, January 10, Juan
Mercado, 54, of Newark was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants. Af-
ter police conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop on Raritan Road it was
discovered Mercado had active war-
rants out of Colts Neck Municipal
Court and North Arlington.
Mercado was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
and the Borough Council approved
the following appointments at their
reorganization meeting on January
3rd.

Council Liaisons: Planning
Board, Wendy Fech-Caccamo;
Board of Health, Rene Dierkes,
Board of Education, Deanna Andre;
Library, Glenn W. Mortimer; Res-
cue Squad, Deanna Andre; Board
of Tax Appeals, Rene Dierkes;
Emergency Management, Keith C.
Turner; Senior Citizen Services,
Deanna Andre; Board of Tax As-
sessors, Rene Dierkes; Shade Tree,
Wendy Fech-Caccamo; Historic
Preservation Committee, Wendy
Fech-Caccamo, and Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital,  Glenn W.
Mortimer.

Appointment of Council to Com-
mittees: Fire: Glenn W. Mortimer,
chairperson, Keith C. Turner, Rene
Dierkes; Administrative and Execu-
tive, Rene Dierkes, chairman, Rob-
ert W. Messler, and Glenn W.
Mortimer; Public Works/Facilities,
Robert W. Messler, chairman, Glenn
W. Mortimer, Rene Dierkes; Po-
lice: Keith C. Turner, chairman,
Glenn W. Mortimer, and Robert W.
Messler; Media and Information:
Deanna Andre, chairman, Glenn W.
Mortimer, and Wendy Fech-
Caccamo; Solid Waste/Recycling,
Glenn W. Mortimer, chairman, Rob-
ert W. Messler, and Wendy Fech-
Caccamo; Recreation Department,
Keith C. Turner, chairman, Deanna
Andre, and Rene Dierkes; Planning
Board, Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli
(Class I),  Borough Engineer
Michael Disko Jr. (Class II), Coun-
cilwoman Wendy Fech-Caccamo
(Class III), John Tomaine (Class
IV, three years), Todd Garran (Class
IV, one year), Thomas Parker (Class
IV, four years), Ted Zawislak (Class
IV, one year), Jon Younghans (Class
IV, four years), Steve Matlin (Class
IV, four years), Thomas Jakositz
(alternate No. 1, one year), and Will
Ford (alternate No. 2, one year).

Board of Health: Tricia Freer (two
years), Norma Huber (three years),
Dr. Joseph Calderone (three years),

Dr. James Dunne (two years), Elsa
Jackson (two years), Jenny Disko
(2016), and Odalys Sawycky (three
years). Shade Tree Commission:
Gary Cantagallo (two years),
Ronald Romak (two years), Gina
Tomas (two years), Lynn Samsky
(four years), Thomas Root (three
years), John Grossi (two years), and
Steve Dardanello (two years).

Emergency Management: Part-
time Administrator/Office of Emer-
gency Management Director James
Debbie, Jr. (director, three years),
Ronald Romak (deputy, one year),
Councilman Keith C. Turner
(deputy, one year), and Lewis
Giordino (one year). Municipal Al-
liance Committee: Mayor Paul N.
Mirabelli, James Debbie Jr., Robert
Segear, Kim Richards, Andy Huber,
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Brittney Steitz, Matt
Flynn, Shaun Bendik, Cynthia West,
Mike Litterer, Gina Tomas, and
Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode.

Library Board of Trustees:
Steven Witt (two years), Maya
Frungil lo (one year) ,  Nancy
Caffrey (five years), Sarah Post
(five years), Ginger So Chan (two
years), Kristen Ciccimarra (four
years), Clark Landale (three years),
Councilman Glenn W. Mortimer
(mayor’s designee), Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky,
and Christopher Belden (alternate
for chief school administrator.);
Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee (one year): Scott Daniels,
Ruth Goense, Carol Clark, Jason
Pastore,  Carol Goggi ,  Diane
Ruggiero, Sandy Vander Meer,
James Toner, Alice Cowell, Tom
McGee (alternate, one year), and
vacancy (alternate, one year); Lo-
cal Ethics Board: William (Tex)
Jackson (three years), vacancy (two
years), Jay Kelk (two years), John
Grossi (three years), and Council-
man Keith Turner (three years).

Americans With Disabilities Act:
Councilman Keith Turner, Part-time
Administrator/Office of Emergency
Management Director James J.
Debbie, Jr., Linda Clark, and Rec-
reation Director Frank Masella; Fi-
nance Committee: James Debbie,

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe Probitas Verus Honos

Jr. Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode, Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli,
and Borough Clerk Martha Lopez;
Appointment of Borough Officials:
Part-time Administrator/Office of
Emergency Management Director,
James J. Debbie, Jr.; Municipal
Clerk/Registrar of Vital Statistics,
Martha Lopez; Deputy Borough
Clerk/Deputy Registrar, Susan
DiFrancesco; Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Tax Collector, Jill Goode; P/T
Finance Assistant, Lisa Glock; Fi-
nance Clerk, Ashley Osieja; Assis-
tant Tax Collector, Brittney L.
Steitz; Director of Recreation/Pool
Administrator and Tech, Frank
Masella; Recreation Assistant,
Michael Butrico; Recreation Sec-
retary/Pool Bookkeeper, Karen
Bandics; Municipal Judge, Frank
Sahaj; Prosecutor, James Foerst;
Public Defender, Anne Marie
Bramnick; Court Administrator;
Cynthia West; Deputy Court Ad-
ministrator, Debra Velard; Tax As-
sessor, Michael Frangella; Police
Physician, Dr. G. Schaller; Engi-
neer/Certified Wastewater, and
Treatment Operator, Michael Disko,
Jr., Secretary to Zoning/Construc-
tion/Planning Board, Ruth Rees.

Secretary to Engineering/DPW/
Tax Assessor, Patricia Gilstrapl;
Planning Board Attorney, Vincent
Loughlin; Receptionist Secretary to
Construction/DPW/Zoning, Gina
Tomas; Public Works Manager/2nd
Fl. Supervisor/ Zoning and Land
Use Officer/Deputy OEM, Ronald
Romak;

Public Works Crew Members:
Matthew DeAnna, Oscar Cardona,
Horacio Colella, Edward Parin, Ri-
chard Neri, and Thomas Root; Cable
TV, Matt Flynn; Senior Citizen Co-
ordinator, Kim Moriak; Construc-
tion Official/Bldg. Inspector/ Build-
ing Sub Code Official, Jerry Eger,
and Plumbing Sub Code Official,
Ben B. Scotti; Electrical Sub Code
Official, Joseph B. Marretta; Fire
Sub Code/Fire Prevention Official,
Joseph Popolo; Communications
Officers: Walter Kutsop, Lewis
Giordino, Michael Scuderi, and
Anthony DeLuca, Jr.; Police Ad-
ministrative Assistant, Corinne

Moore; Part-time Police Records
Clerk, Amy Colineri; Fire Chief,
Gary Cantagallo; Fire Assistant
Chief, Anthony Pecorelli; Fire
Deputy Chiefs, Thomas Triolo and
Andrew Meeks; Fire Captains,
Adam Foti and Candace Lesofski;
Fire Lieutenant, Patrick Klebaur
and Roman Sawycky.

Rescue Squad President, Ann
Marie Pires; Rescue Squad Vice-
President, Corinne Moore; Rescue
Squad Treasurer, Lori Rubino; Res-
cue Squad Secretary, Norma Huber;
Rescue Squad Chief, Eric D.
Pastore; Rescue Squad Deputy
Chief, Chris Sileo; Rescue Squad
First Lieutenant, Chay Castro; Res-
cue Squad Second Lieutenant,
Julius Korn; Delegates to First Aid
Council, Norma Huber, and Steve
Susman; Community Development
Committee Members, Michael
Kiesewetter, Ruth M. Rees (plan-
ning board secretary), Part-time Ad-
ministrator/Office of Emergency
Management Director James J.
Debbie (alternate), and Brittney
Steitz (alternate); Crossing Guards:
Joan Laurent, Patricia Salvato, Rob-
ert C. Vargo, and Carmine Rotella;

Borough Attorney, John Post; Au-
ditor/Financial Advisor, Suplee,
Clooney and Company; Risk Man-
agement Agent, Gallagher Bollinger
Insurance; Borough Engineer,
Michael Disko Jr.; Official News-
papers: Westfield Leader, Local
Source, Star Ledger, and Courier
News.

Mountainside Council Announces Municipal Appointments

American Legion Post
Seeks Market Vendors
AREA — Dunellen American Le-

gion Post No. 119 is seeking vendors
and crafters for their Third Annual
Spring Outdoor Flea Market and Craft
Show on Saturday and Sunday, May
21 and 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
at 137 New Market Street, Dunellen.

The location is one block from the
Dunellen Train Station and down-
town area and one block off Wash-
ington Avenue and Route 28. The
event will include a barbecue and
refreshments will be sold. Parking
and restrooms will be available.

Spaces are available in the picnic
grove, and on the front and side lawn
of the post building, and there are
limited parking lot spaces. All spaces
are reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis. Spaces are $25 per day
without a table and $35 with a table
rental. There is a discount for a two-
day reservation. The price also in-
cludes advertising in newspapers,
classified advertisements, radio sta-
tion advertising, yard signs, a ban-
ner and more. Early reservations are
encouraged.

To request an application, e-mail
fleamarket119@yahoo.com, call
(732) 968-9899 or pick up an appli-
cation from Dunellen American Le-
gion Post No. 119, 137 New Market
Road, Dunellen, N.J. 08812.

 Information on the post’s Fall In-
door Holiday Market, scheduled for
November 19 and 20, 2016, also is
available at fleamarket119@
yahoo.com.

Seniors Club Invites
Newcomers to Join

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Club is looking for new mem-
bers. Two meetings are held each
month, on the first and third Thurs-
days.

Meetings start at noon at the
Garwood Fire House, located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood. They are
followed by lunch and a guest speaker.

Additionally, the club runs four
day trips a year, one to Atlantic City
and three dinner shows. Interested
persons are asked to call Pat at (908)
789-0835 for further details.
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Sunday, January 10, 2016
Bridgewater Marriott, 700 Commons Way, Bridgewater 

Saturday, January 16, 2016
Quaker Bridge Mall, RT 1 N, Lawrenceville 

Sunday, January 17, 2016
The Grand Summit Hotel, 570 Springfield Avenue, Summit

Saturday, January 23, 2016
The Shops at Riverside, RT 4 W, Hackensack  

Sunday, January 24, 2016
Livingston Mall, 112 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston 

Saturday, January 30, 2016
Rockaway Townsquare Mall, 301 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rockaway 

All camp fairs will run from Noon to 3 p.m.

2016 NJ Summer
Camp Fairs

...Connecting Great
Kids with Great Camps

For More Information and Directions go to: www.NJCampFairs.com

Meet Camp Directors from All Kinds
of Summer Camps and Programs...

FREE
ADMISSION

Noon to 3pm

BRING THIS
AD FOR 

FREE GIFT!
One gift per family.

Limit first 100 families.

NJKIDSONLINE.COM

A Ministry of Calvary

Lutheran Church

Join Us For Our
OPEN HOUSE &

REGISTRATION
for the 2016/2017 School Year

January 23rd

10am - 12pm

• A nurturing

and Christian age

appropriate, early

childhood program for

children 2 1/2 - 6 years.

• Half day morning

Nursery School

programs with an

extended day option.

• Full day Child Care

from 7:30am 6pm.

• Wrap-around,

afternoon kindergarten

care also available from

all of Cranford Public

Schools.

State Licensed,

CPR/First

Aid Certified,

Experienced Teachers.

908-272-3962  calvarynscc@verizon.net

108 Eastman Street • Cranford

St. Michael School to Host
Open House Programs

CRANFORD – St. Michael School
in Cranford will host a series of open
house events as part of Catholic
Schools Week. Parents and prospec-
tive preschool through grade eight
students are invited to visit during
three sessions: Thursday, January 28,
at 7 p.m.; Sunday, January 31, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednesday,
February 3, from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The
school is located at 100 Alden Street
in Cranford.

Parents and students will have the
opportunity to tour the school and
enjoy conversation with Principal
Sandy Miragliotta, parents and cur-
rent students, who will be assisting
with each tour. Teachers will also be
available in their classrooms to an-
swer questions. Registrations for the
2016-2017 school year, will be ac-
cepted at these sessions.

St. Michael’s, established in 1929,
is a thriving, faith-based school where
children become independent think-
ers and grow into responsible young
adults grounded in Catholic values.
Principal Sandy Miragliotta states,
“The Open House enables us to show-
case the strengths of our school which
differentiates us from other educa-
tional institutions. We have the unique
opportunity to incorporate our faith
into everyday learning experiences.
Children experience their faith not
only in religion class, but also
throughout their day, including meal

times. The teachers work to reinforce
common values and encourage a
sense of social responsibility. Many
families believe that St. Michael’s
School is like a family away from
home.”

St. Michael’s School is a member
of the National Catholic Education
Association (NCEA) and accredited
by the Middle States Association
Commission on Elementary Schools.
Primary, elementary and middle
school curriculums are based on
guidelines set forth by the Archdio-
cese of Newark to prepare students
for high school and beyond.

Controlled class sizes and average
16:1 student-teacher ratio fosters in-
dividualized attention and offers stu-
dents the ability to engage in class-
room inquiry, discovery, and learn-
ing.  The early childhood education
program offers pre-kindergarten,
three and four (full and half day) and
full-day academically-based kinder-
garten.  On site before and after care
is also available.

Extracurricular activities include
instructional and competitive sports
programs, drama and Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts.

For more about St. Michael’s
School, please contact the school at
(908) 276-9425. For a copy of the St.
Michael’s School brochure and for
more information about the school,
visit:  www.smscranford.com

PARTING
THE
RED SEA  

UP TO $1,000 GRANTS FOR ELIGIBLE NEW CAMPERS!

just some Jews 
     having fun in a big lake

just some Jews just some Jews 
     having fun in a big lake     having fun in a big lake

LET US HELP YOU FIND
THE PERFECT OVERNIGHT CAMP

ONEHAPPYCAMPERNJ.ORG
TRACY LEVINE  973.929.2970 

PLAN FOR CAMP – SUMMER 2016

VOICES OF EXPERIENCE...Six recent graduates from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
(W-H) School in Edison participated in a panel discussion and answered ques-
tions about the college process and their transition from high school at Young
Alumni College Day on January 5. The program was designed to help juniors and
seniors learn more about the next step on their educational journey. This year’s
panel consisted of, from left: Julia Linger of Cranford, a freshman at Emerson
College; Julian Hernandez-Webster of Edison, a freshman at Bucknell Univer-
sity; Brian Machoka of Edison, a freshman at Penn State University; John
Pohopin of Princeton, a freshman at St. John’s University; Divya Mehta of
Edison, a sophomore at Princeton University; and Michael Olano of South
Plainfield, a sophomore at the University of Richmond. Topics included time
management, scheduling college classes, changing majors, different class sizes
and dorm life.

Wardlaw Alumnus
Inspires Eighth Graders

F-SP Service League Seeks
Scholarship Applicants

Cranford Public Schools to
Offer Full Day Kindergarten

Westfield School Board to
Hold Bond Info Sessions

  CRANFORD – The Cranford
Board of Education approved the pi-
loting of two tuition-based full day
kindergartens for the 2016-2017
school year, pending sufficient en-
rollment. In anticipation of high in-
terest in the program each child’s
participation will be based  on a lot-
tery.

Children who will be five years old
by October 1, 2016 and are Cranford
residents are eligible for the full day
kindergartens. Applications must be
hand-delivered by 3:30 p.m. on  Tues-
day, January 26, 2016 to the
Superintendent’s Office, 132 Tho-
mas Street.  Applications will not be
accepted after that date.

Childred who are selected will be
notified by telephone shortly after
Tuesday, January 26. Applicants
should be aware there is a tuition

charge of $660 per month. Applica-
tions for the full day program are
available in the main office at all of
the elementary  schools within the
district as well as at
www.cranfordschools.org.

For additional  information con-
tact the office of the superintendent
at (908) 709-6202.

Please note that the location(s) of
the full day kindergartens will be
contingent upon the number of stu-
dents enrolled. Parents/Guardians
will be responsible for transporta-
tion. Children attending the full day
program will be placed in their neigh-
borhood school for first grade in
2017-2018. Registration for half day
kindergarten will be conducted from
Tuesday, February 16 through Fri-
day, February 19. Additional infor-
mation will be on the schools’ website.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education invites residents
to attend any of the three remaining
public meetings scheduled in Janu-
ary to learn and ask questions about
the Tuesday, January 26 school bond
referendum. There are two proposals
in the bond; one which addresses
important safety, security, and tech-
nology renovations in the Westfield
Public Schools, and the second re-
flecting needed upgrades to interme-
diate school auditoriums. A total of
40 percent of the costs of all the
projects will be funded by the state, if
the bond is approved. The three re-
maining dates and times of day that
have been scheduled for bond infor-
mation sessions include:

Thursday, January 14 at 7 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School Au-
ditorium, 301 Clark Street (This meet-
ing will be hosted by schools’ PTOs);
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Board of Education building, 302
Elm Street, Room 105 (Board of Edu-
cation meeting will include discus-

sion of bond); and Thursday, January
21 at 10:15 a.m. at the Board of
Education building, 302 Elm Street,
Room 105 (This meeting will be
hosted by the Parent Teacher Council
and the schools’ PTOs).

The board’s first public discussion
to consider a bond for recommended
high priority capital projects was in
May 2015, followed by a bond refer-
endum presentation on June 9, 2015.
As a result of receiving required ap-
provals from the State of New Jersey,
at the November 17, 2015 public meet-
ing of the board, the Tuesday, January
26 date for the bond referendum was
established. By holding the vote in
January, if the referendum is approved,
bids can be underway and work can
begin on projects in the summer of
2016, when school is not in session.

Voting on January 26 will take
place between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m.
More information on the school bond
is available in the “Important Mes-
sages” section of
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

EDISON – Greg Casagrande of
Summit, CEO of MicroDreams,
alumnus and Board of Trustees mem-
ber at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison, made his annual presenta-
tion about microfinance to the eighth
graders on January 5.

Mr. Casagrande discussed his back-
ground in finance and how important
ongoing education is in the business
world. He explained why he began
The South Pacific Development
Foundation/MicroDreams a non-
profit organization and why he chose
to concentrate on Samoa, Tonga, Fiji
and the Solomon Islands.

He added that his foundation em-
powers women in the villages to be-

gin their own businesses. The women
are given small business training,
loans and guidance, and are required
to attend weekly meetings. They form
small groups that support and en-
courage each other and these groups
also guarantee the repayment of all
loans in the group.

The eighth graders will be bro-
ken up into groups to form their
own businesses. They will develop
business plans to double the money
given to them by the Middle School
Student Council. The money they
raise will go to MicroDreams to
help empower more women in the
South Pacific to start their own busi-
nesses.

Applications Due for
DeLeeuw Scholarship

 Westfield Resident on
Groton School Honor Roll

AREA – High school seniors wish-
ing to apply for the Adele DeLeeuw
Scholarship should obtain applica-
tions now from their school guidance
office. The scholarships range from
$1,000 to $5,000.  Deadline for sub-
mission of applications is Friday,
March 11.

Previous DeLeeuw scholarship re-
cipients already in college are also
eligible to apply. They must submit
complete official transcripts of col-
lege grades with a new application.

This is the 21st year the scholar-
ships have been offered.  To date, the
Adele DeLeeuw Scholarship Fund,
which is a fund of the Plainfield Foun-
dation, has awarded over $1 million.
The awards are made in accordance
with the terms of a bequest from Ms.
DeLeeuw, author of 75 books, jour-
nalist and arts activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by Michael R.
Townley, acts as selector for the schol-
arships. Area Rotary Clubs also as-

sist in the selection process. Only
students attending high schools in
Plainfield, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Edison are eli-
gible. Location of high school, not
student’s residence, is the qualifying
factor. The student must also be ac-
cepted to an accredited college or
university.

Applicants must plan to major in one
of the following areas of study: art,
poetry, writing, journalism or engineer-
ing. They must demonstrate the scho-
lastic aptitude and interest to pursue
study in one of these specified areas.
They must also prove financial need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application informa-
tion or go to the Plainfield/North
Plainfield Rotary Club website at
www.rotarypnp.org. Questions may
be directed to Johanna Salvemini,
Scholarship Administrator, at (908)
755-8098.

AREA – The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League is now accept-
ing applications for scholarships from
Fanwood-Scotch Plains resident se-
niors graduating high school 2016,
and those residents currently attend-
ing college or post high school tech-
nical schools. Applications can be
obtained from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Guidance Office. Submission dead-
line is Monday, February 15.

Recipients are selected with par-
ticular emphasis on demonstrated
commitment to volunteerism and
community service within the com-
munity while in high school and col-
lege. Financial need, outside employ-
ment, and demonstrated ability to
succeed at post-high school studies
are also part of the decision making

process.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
our communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
over $1.1 million for local causes.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the League or League mem-
bership is invited to call (908) 322-
5420, visit our website at
www.scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any of our volunteers at
the shop. The thrift shop, located at
1741 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, is open Tuesday through Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free parking is
available on the street and in the rear
of the building (enter parking lot via
Willow Avenue).

Misericordia Univ.
Announces Dean’s List

DALLAS, Pa. – Evelyn Logie of
Scotch Plains is among students at
Misericordia University who quali-
fied for the dean’s list. In order to
qualify for the 2015 Winter semester
dean’s list, students must achieve a
3.55 grade point average or higher.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Lists
Honor Roll Students

GROTON, Mass. — Rohan Varkey
of Westfield has been named to the
honor roll for the Fall term at Groton
School where he is a IV Former (10th
grader).

Recognized as one of America’s top
boarding schools, Groton is known
for its tradition of academic excel-
lence and its strong sense of commu-
nity. The school serves 380 students in

grades eight to 12 from 33 states and
17 countries. At Groton, 39 percent of
students receive financial aid.

Founded in 1884, Groton School is
devoted to inspiring lives of charac-
ter, learning, leadership, and service.

EDISON – The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison is an-
nounced the list of students who
qualified for the Honor Roll with
Distinction (average of 93 or above)
and Honor Roll (average of 87 ore
above) for the first trimester of the
2015-2016 school year.

The following students in the up-
per school earned status on the
Honor Roll with Distinction: se-
niors Anisa Ahmed, Cecily, Akash
Dalal and Max Needle of Scotch
Plains and Charlotte Sweeney of
Cranford; junior Carlin Schildge of
Westfield; sophomores CJ Stueck
and Jason Yin of Scotch Plains and
Emily Yu of Westfield; and fresh-
men Sarah Hoffman of Cranford
and Kelly Lawrence of Scotch
Plains.

The following students in the up-
per school made the Honor Roll:

seniors Claude Djan, Claire
Greaney and Rachel Voeltzel of
Scotch Plains; juniors Scott
Hargrove of Fanwood and Andrew
Park of Westfield; sophomore
Eduardo Martinez of Scotch Plains;
and freshmen Alexandra Lack and
Sanford Miller of Westfield, JJ
Stueck of Scotch Plains, Mia Sutton
of Westfield, Olivia Tobey and Ed-
ward Zhang of Scotch Plains.

The following students from the
middle school earned status on the
Honor Roll with Distinction: eighth
graders Jane Anderson-Schmitt and
Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains;
seventh graders Scott Greaney of
Scotch Plains, Caroline Kolmodin
of Mountainside, Camila Martinez
of Scotch Plains and Giulia Pinelli
of Westfield; and sixth grader
Jayden Kim of Springfield.

The following students from the
middle school made the Honor Roll:
eighth graders Ryan Brace, Mayah
Nissim and Judith Minnium of
Scotch Plains; seventh graders Tyler
Jones and Thomas Peeney of Scotch
Plains, Michele Peruzzo of
Westfield, Sydney Sweeney of
Cranford and Emilia Tobey of
Scotch Plains; and sixth grader Rose
Kassam of Scotch Plains. www.goleader.com

Area Students Named
To UVM Dean's List
BURLINGTON, VT. – The Uni-

versity of Vermont (UVM) has an-
nounced the Fall 2015 Dean’s List.
To be named to the dean's list, stu-
dents must have a grade-point aver-
age of 3.0 or better and rank in the top
20 percent of their class in their re-
spective college or school.

The following area students
acheived the dean’s list:

Gillian Worley from Fanwood is a
Class of 2019 Mathematics major in
the College of Engineering & Math-
ematical Sciences.

Scott Quisenberry of Cranford is  a
Computer Science major in UVM's
College of Engineering & Mathemati-
cal Sciences.

Jonathan Kelly of Westfield is a
Business Administration major in
UVM's Grossman School of Busi-
ness.

Alexander Bennett of Westfield is
an Undeclared major in UVM's
Rubenstein School of Environment
& Natural Resources.

Chartered in 1791, UVM was the
first college or university in the
United States that did not give pref-
erence to a religious sect in its char-
ter. UVM now has 10,081 under-
graduates in seven schools and col-
leges, 1,360 graduate students and
457 medical students. The Univer-
sity of Vermont combines faculty-
student relationships most com-
monly found in a small liberal arts
college with the resources of a major
research institution.
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www.TheSavannahWest field.com
BROKERS
WELCOME

The Savannah.... CONVENIENCE, ELEGANCE AND AN UPSCALE LIFESTYLE. 
Walk to Downtown shops, restaurants, movie theatre and enjoy a direct train to NYC.  

Two garaged parking spaces, elevator and concierge service. Come live the Good Life at The Savannah!  

To preview the residences at The Savannah,  
call Eileen Ward-Conway & Josie Ward at  908.233.5900 By Appointment Only. 

CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES F O R  T H O S E  5 5 - P L U S  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  D O W N T O W N  W E S T F I E L D

Residence 3E

Sunday,  Januar y  17t h ,  1-3pm
111  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  W e s t f i e l d ,  N J  0 7 0 9 0

OPEN HOUSE
             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S

2800 Sq.ft.* 
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bathroom.   
Outside private garden and patio

1667 Sq.ft.*  
2 Bedroom-2.5 Bathroom. 
Open Floor plan.  
All Stainless steel appliances.
*By Appointment Only

Residence 1E

    Residence 1A

...Guess Where Your Friends  

   Are Moving to!

2800 Sq.ft.* Spacious 2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom Custom Residence.  
Exceptional Master Bedroom with Marble Bathroom.  
Living Room with Gas Fireplace. One floor living at its BEST.

Residence 3E 

Residence 3E 

*Sq.ft. is approximate

SMITH STUNS TOURNEY CHAMP, ‘GOZ’ MAJORITY WIN

Blue Devils Show Individual
Spunk in Mat Loss to Panthers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No expectations of pulling off a
victory against a strong Roselle Park
wrestling team existed, especially
since Westfield had to forfeit four
weight classes, but hopes of getting
some fine individual performances
came true for the Blue Devils in a 49-
10 setback in Roselle Park on Janu-
ary 8. The 2-5 Blue Devils ceded
forfeits to the 4-0 Panthers at 182-lbs,
195-lbs, 220-lbs and 285-lbs worth

24 team points.
Emphasis on top control by several

Blue Devil wrestlers was evident even
in defeat, especially with the perfor-
mance of freshman Tim Miller’s 138-
lb bout with Ranee Perez, who won
his weight class at the Roselle Park
Tournament (RPT) in late December.

Perez took a 2-0 lead with a
takedown in the first period then chose
the “down” position in the second
period. Miller proceeded to punish
Perez throughout the entire period

using a wrist/half nelson maneuver.
In the third period, Miller chose “top”
position and continued to punish
Perez who was warned twice for stall-
ing, resulting in a point for Miller.
Then just before the buzzer, Perez
was awarded a reversal to salvage a 4-
1 decision.

“We’ve been working the half ever
since I was coming to Westfield High
School. I have been watching it and
it’s working. It worked then, it works

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

HESS NETS 13, MURRAY 8 REBOUNDS, MELE 5 STEALS

Cardinal Bball Boys Slip Past
Blue Devils in Third Q, 70-64

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six Blue Devils sank nine points or
more but their shooting got icy in the
third quarter and the visiting Plainfield
High School boys basketball team
took advantage and slipped past them
to record a 70-64 victory in Westfield

on January 7. The 7-2 Blue Devils
held a 35-28 lead at the half but when
their offensive heat underneath and
from the perimeter turned to ice, the
Cardinals soared with a 22-13 third
quarter to seize a lead that they never
relinquished.

“We definitely went cold in the

second half but our defensive inten-
sity totally lowered in the second
half. We weren’t even competing at
some points. We were just giving up.
You can’t trade basket for basket,
especially with a team like that. When
we couldn’t get stops, the game got

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE VERGE OF A BIG WIN...Blue Devil freshman Emmet Smith, top, works for a half nelson on Roselle Park Panther
Jon Mejia in his 120-lb bout. Smith defeated Mejia, who recently won his class at the Roselle Park Tournament, 5-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSELY OBSERVED...Several well-known Westfield fans closely observe Blue Devil Owen Murray, right, guarding
Plainfield Cardinal Jaleel Simmons, No. 11. The Cardinals came on strong in the second half to defeat Westfield, 70-64.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good Teams, Good Players
But the Drought Continues

Part of a series on the “history of
…” sports at WHS

Westfield High School was a foot-
ball school, and Westfield was a foot-
ball town.

Sure, there had been state champi-
onships and state champions in cross-
country, wrestling, track, tennis, golf
and swimming, but football was al-
ways the bread winner. And with the
current team bringing a 24-game un-
beaten streak into the season that didn’t
figure to change any time soon as the
1971-72 school year began.

Basketball had for sure had some
moments of really-goodness. In 1936
the Blue and White went 17-3 under
Joe Freeman. Gomer Lewis’ 1948
squad went 17-5. And then there were
the 12-year period of 1954-65 when
WHS compiled a 186-77 record. Over
that stretch they won three Union
County Tournaments (1959, 1963,
1965), one sectional title (1962) and
played in a state final.

John Lay’s teams went 24-3 in 1959,
23-3 in 1962 and 21-3 in 1963.

But the next six years, under four
coaches, produced a 67-63 record. Joe
Coleman’s one year as head man in
1971 saw a 13-10 record, and the jun-
ior varsity reached the county JV tour-
nament finals two straight years. But,
much like WHS’s 12-0 football sea-
son last fall, when the 1971-72 season
began nobody had any inkling of what
was to happen after Coleman went to
Scotch Plains and was replaced by
Neil Horne, a successful young coach
at Ridge.

The Blue Devils shockingly won
the first 15 games – with narrow victo-
ries over SPF, Roselle Catholic,
Colonia in overtime, and Thomas
Jefferson – before falling to Cranford,
82-78. They lost to Linden, 54-51, in
the UCT semifinals, although the
jayvee team was county champions.
But they regrouped for an intense,
almost magical, state tournament run,
burying Parsippany Hills, then edging
Cranford, 61-59, Thomas Jefferson,
52-50, Hackensack, 56-51, and, fi-
nally, Triton, 44-42, in overtime at
Princeton to win the Group 4 title.

Led by flashy juniors Tim Goski
and Scott Novacek, steady seniors Tom
Pfeiffer and Steve Reddy, rebounding
specialist Larry Simmons, and Mike
Cooney, Steve Lee and Bobby Jester
off the bench, WHS finished 25-2.
They won nine games by five or fewer
points, and another in overtime.

Kevin (Spud) Monroe dunks against
Linden in 1977 before a typical stand-
ing-room-only crowd.

“The team had something special,”
athletic director Lay said. “They had
an ingredient you may only find once
in a lifetime.”

There have been some good teams
and great players in the ensuing 43-
plus years, but none has played in a
county or state final, and only the ’73
team played in a sectional final.

The Blue Devils ran their winning
streak to 27 straight, including a 21-0
start in 1972-73, before falling to Lin-
den in the UCT semifinals. Again there
were several nail-biters – two two-
point wins over SPF before a 64-60
UCT win, a two-point win over Roselle
Catholic, one- and five-point wins over
Hillside. There would be no state title
repeat, however, after a 60-57 loss to
Weequahic in the sectional semifinals
at Scotch Plains. Still they were 24-2
and 49-4 over two years.

The next three years were not as
successful, even with the return of
names like Goski (Rich) and Novacek
(Todd). But 1976-77 struck gold again,
as the “Boo and Spud Show” went 19-
8. With Russell (Boo) Bowers and
Kevin (Spud) Monroe leading the way,
the team beat Cranford four times,
split with Linden, swept Plainfield
and took one of three against mighty
Thomas Jefferson (the losses by three
and eight points). Bowers put up 568
points and Monroe 490; 38 years later
those are WHS’s third- and seventh-
best single-season totals.

Horne coached one more season
before leaving for Somerville and later
Union Catholic. His replacements –
Joe Soviero (12 years), Stew Carey
(7), Kevin Everly (14) and Daryl
Palmieri (currently in season No. 5) –
each had their moments.

Soviero had six winning records,
and some solid clubs. Chris Bauman,
Keith Colicchio, Tony Hall and Ron
Allen provided some strong play. Then
the 1980-81 team went 14-10, featur-
ing Eric Carter, Charlie Frankenbach,
Jack Hall, Kerry McDevitt and Rick
Yawger, with Mike Fenlon off the
bench. And who knows how good
they’d have been if Jack Baldwin (a
starting center as a sophomore and
senior) hadn’t missed that season due
to an injury?

Another outstanding group came
through three years later when the
1984 team went 14-9. Starters Chris
Rupp, Chris Frerecks, John Miles, Ed
Roberson and Danny Hauck were
pretty close in talent to the ’72 state
champs. Miles finished his career with
971 points and Rupp had 834 – Nos. 5
and No. 12 all-time, while Hauck is
No. 3 in career assists, behind Goski
and all-time leader Tommy Bonard.

Jeff Wade, Neil Horne and Rob Glad-
den provided strong play, but the 1985-
87 teams went a combined 30-37.

The ’88 squad featured Dave
Brown’s all-around athleticism – he

led the team in scoring, rebounds and
3-pointers, including the first in school
history. With Ted Hobbie, Mark
Nelson, Kevin Stock, Mark Dulyn and
Jim Mozoki they went 11-10.

The 1990 team, Soviero’s last, went
14-11. Eric Lyght, Ron Shovlin, Jeff
Suto and Mike Kelly all averaged be-
tween 16 and 11 points per game, and
athletic Lee Topar was solid, too.

After two decades of success at
Edison Junior High and on the junior
varsity level, Carey was the next var-
sity coach. He put out tough, hard-
nosed teams for seven seasons, al-
though none had a winning record.
Players like Suto (18.5 ppg), Topar,
Mike Comandini (19.6, 21.8), Greg
Prunty (13.9), Mike Checkett (20.1),
Marc Koslowsky(13.5), Brian
Ciemniecki (13.7, 13.2), Johnny
Faggins (11.4) and Bobby Schultz
(11.0) kept the Devils very competi-
tive.

Everly took over in 1997-98 and he
coached basketball more years and
more games than any WHS coach. His
144 wins were second to Lay’s 179.
Everly’s win percentage of .456 was
hurt by going 24-57 his first four years;
his teams went 120-115 the last de-
cade.

Maurice Boatright, Lamont Turner
and Rob McCullam were the big guns
in ’98, and Boatright, Tom Langton
and Pete Anzelone the next year. In
2000, Everly went with a youth move-
ment, putting senior captain Jeff We-
ber with sophomores Jay Cook, Dan
Deserio and Jim McKeon and fresh-
man Eric Turner. That team went 4-16,
but those youngsters, along with Adam
Turner, Louis Mercer and Donnell
Clark, helped the Devils improve to 9-
12 in 2001 and then 15-9 in 2002, the
most wins since 1977.

DeSerio averaged 23.7 ppg with 570
points (No. 2 all-time) and 285 re-
bounds. Cook (307 points, 134 boards),
E. Turner (235 points, 75 assists),
McKeon (184 points, 80 assists), Mer-
cer (116 points, 84 assists) and A.
Turner (101 points) each had excep-
tional season in ’02.

The past decade-plus has seen
mostly good teams, playing tough
against great competition. There was
the all-around play of current assistant
coach Jan Cocozziello, who later had
a spectacular career at Hartwick Col-
lege. As a WHS senior, Cocozziello
led the team to a 16-8 record, and a
state ranking for the first time in de-
cades. He scored 360 points, with
plenty of help from Terrence Bryant
(243), Eric Hayes (217), Tyshon
Blackmon (207), Joe Korfmacher
(143), Bryan Power (128) and Billy
Hearon (84).

The 2006 and 2007 teams were the
“Mike and T-Bo Show” of Mike Venezia
and Bonard, who ran-and-gunned the
team to fun-to-watch 14-9 and 16-10
records their last two years. The team
won the Butch Kowal Tournament in
Rahway to kick off both seasons. Join-
ing in the fun were Josh Gerkens, Dan
Pritsker and Terron Rogers in 2006, and
Pritsker, Tony DiIorio, Santo Nardi and
Mike Lessner in 2007. Venezia finished
with 1,079 career points, behind only
Bob King (1,329) and Bob Felter (1,094);
Bonard had 168 and 166 assists, the two
best assist totals in school history. Venezia
and Bonard graduated as the school’s
all-time 3-point scorers, with 109 and
84, respectively.

Everly’s last four years went a com-
bined 40-55, despite fine play by
DiIorio, Lessner, Manny Mills, Chris
Sheehan, Dave Pusar, Pat Sabatino,
Joey Kopsar, Ryan Hess, Jaraad
Rogers, Hugo Nolasco, Max Fusaro,
Joe Greenspan, Tim Younger, Scott
Toresco and Keegan Hess.

Palmieri took over for the 2011-12
season and his first four seasons were
like so many others – good players,
tough competition and a 48-51 record.

But after an 8-17 first season – with
Ozan Yucetepe (311 points) and Nate
Mitchell leading the way – it’s been
mostly constantly higher expectations.

Keegan Hess broke the school record
with 112 career 3-pointers, while
Toresco, David Kane, Dylan and Sean
Elliott, Danny Mitchell, Owen Murray,
Parker Hess, Nick Mele and Chris
Boutsikaris were solid players.

This winter three-year veteran se-
niors Hess, Mele and Murray, along
with junior sharp-shooter Matt
LaCorte and newcomers Jelani Pierre,
Tim Norris and Jeff Gagum, the Dev-
ils got off to a 7-0 start and were
ranked 16th in the state. They’ve
dropped three straight, but two were to
nj.com Top 10 teams, including one in
overtime.

Don’t be shocked if they play deep
into the county tournament, and even
deeper into the state tournament. And
maybe … hey, who knows?

DOUGLAS SETS RECORD
Sid Douglas, a sprinter in track and

safety in football, smashed the school
record in the 300-meter dash on Dec.
19 at the Ocean Breeze complex on
Staten Island. The 5-foot-11, 175-
pound senior was clocked at 35.67.
Classmate Nick Greenspan ran a 37.42
at the same meet.

The old school 300-meter record
was 37.8, by Ken Silverman in 1993.

Butch Woolfolk (’78) was a 300-
yard runner, which is roughly 25 yards
shorter than 300 meters. His 300-yard
school record is 31.0, which converts
to a low 34.

Next: An ode to 1972, That Cham-
pionship Season

WILLIAMS SINKS 18 PTs, BATTLE 17 PTs, DOWNING 9 PTs

Williams Shines as SP-F Girls
Roll Over A.L. Johnson 58-47

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Amani Williams scored 18 points
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls’ basketball team
past A.L. Johnson, 58-47, in a game
held on January 5 in Scotch Plains.
The senior point guard, a transfer
from The Patrick School, added six
assists, two rebounds and a blocked
shot to her packed stat line as the
Raiders improved to 3-1 on the sea-
son.

“Amani is a talented player,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood first year
Head Coach Ryan McKenna. “She
can do a lot of things for us. Most
important of all is that she has a feel
for the flow of the game and knows
when to take control if necessary.”

It became necessary early in the
third quarter. After a back-and-forth
first half that saw the Raiders build a
32-28 lead at the break, Williams and
her Raider teammates took on a de-
termined defensive effort that forced
turnover after turnover and helped
them break open a close game.

The Raiders came up with 10 steals
during the game, including five from
sophomore guard Brianna O’Brien
that took the visiting Crusaders out of
their comfort zone on offense. Lead-
ing, 33-30, early in the third quarter,
the Raiders went on a 7-0 run after
baskets by Micaiah Battle, who fin-
ished with 17 points, and Williams
and a three-point play from Nya
Downing. The Raiders then went on
to score 11 of the next 13 points to
extend out to a 51-32 lead late in the
third quarter. Williams scored a pair
of easy lay-ups initiated by steals

from O’Brien during the critical burst.
The Raiders outscored the Crusad-
ers, 22-8, to take a 54-36 lead into the
fourth quarter.

“Our defense helped us take charge
tonight,” said Williams. “We wanted
to make sure we limited them to one
shot and we tried to take away their
first option.”

Johnson, which fell to 2-3, could
never get much closer in the fourth
quarter. Despite 19 points from
Stephanie Visconti and Molly Panetta
with 13, the Crusaders managed to
cut the deficit to 13 at 56-43 with 3:10
to play but that was it as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood held them scoreless for the
next two minutes.

The Raiders, who started the sea-
son poorly last year before finishing
with a flourish, has reason to expect
bigger things this time around. The
Raiders have a nice mix of returning
experienced talent in players like se-
niors Battle (18 points), Caroline
Babis and Kara Foley (8 points, 6
rebounds), as well as younger play-
ers like sophomores O’Brien and

Downing, who gained a lot of playing
time last year as freshmen. Add Wil-
liams into the mix and a handful of
new players and there is every reason
to believe that the Lady Raiders are
ready to be successful again.

“The Sparta game was important
for our confidence,” said McKenna.
“We haven’t won much here recently,
so it is good to get off to a fast start.
The girls are learning some new things
that we are trying to install and we’ve
got some new players, who are play-
ing major roles in the rotation for us
this year, so it figures to take awhile
for us to be a finished product.”

Chief among those new players is
Williams, who is feeling her way
around early as she directs a new cast
of teammates after playing a season
for The Patrick School. With each
passing game, Williams seems to be
growing more comfortable with her
fellow players and more confident as
to when to take matters into her own
hands.

“I’ve been playing basketball with
Babis and Kara (Foley) since the fifth
grade,” said Williams. “We know each
other pretty well by now. I think early
on we are going to be less sharp than
we will be later. I’m confident that we
will be an even better team as time
goes on this year.”
A.L. Johnson 15 13   8 11 47
Sc Pl-Fanwood 17 15 23   4 58

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Cagers Rock
R.C. Lady Lions, 52-38

Cerys MacLelland and Lyndsay
Pace pumped in 14 points apiece and
Lauren Williamson scored 13 points
as the Cranford High School girls
basketball team rocked the Roselle
Catholic Lions, 52-38, in Cranford
on January 7. Jen McClave scored 16
points and Tyara McQueen scored 13
for the Lady Lions.
Roselle Catholic   8   6 11 13 38
Cranford. 16 12 11 13 52

Roselle Stops Raiders
In Boys Hoops, 58-47
The Roselle High School boys bas-

ketball team stopped the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 58-
47, on January 9. Aaron Lee scored
19 points and Dan Balico scored 11
for the Raiders. Josh Jones scored 15
points and Stephen Celestin scored
14 for the Rams.
Roselle 11   8 15 24 58
Sc Pl-Fanwood   8   6 16 17 47

Lady Raiders Squash
Linden Cagers, 57-30
Amani Williams bucketed 19 points

and added five steals to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team to a 57-30 victory
over Linden in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 7. Micaiah Battle had eight points
and five rebounds, Nya Downing had
seven rebounds and Brianna O’Brien
had five steals and four assists.
Linden   0   9   5 16 30
Sc Pl-Fanwood 25 16 11   5 57

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

520 Cory Place, Westfield Offered at $695,000
Enchanting Colonial offers three fabulous levels of living with custom details throughout.
1st floor includes: LR w/fireplace & built-ins, formal dining room, eat-in-kitchen open
to family room, den & powder room.  2nd floor enjoys 3 bedrooms & full bath. 3rd floor
offers 4th bedroom w/en-suite bath. Rear yard w/heated, in-ground pool & patio.

277 Seneca Place, Westfield  Offered at $599,000
Delightful four bedroom, two full and one half bath Colonial offers three wonderful
levels of living. 1st floor offers living room with wood burning fireplace, den, eat-in-
kitchen with breakfast area open to a step down family room with vaulted ceiling, formal
dining and powder room. 2nd level features three bedrooms and two updated full baths.
3rd level hosts bedroom/office with skylight, while the lower level offers a play room
and separate laundry room.

718 Warren Street, Westfield Offered at $899,900
Enchanting 4 BR, 2 ½ bath home with charming & distinctive details throughout.  Open
first floor plan w/2 fireplaces, elegant living room, formal dining room, family room w/
cathedral ceiling & French doors to the fabulous paver patio & fenced rear yard.   Kitchen
w/granite countertops & separate dining area. Master bedroom w/private bath.  Lower
level w/rec room & laundry.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2014

TheIsoldiCollection.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

email: isre@aol.com

The Isoldi Collection
OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/17 • 1-3PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/17 • 1-3PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/17 • 1-3PM

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

RYAN SCORES 10 PTs; DEVITT 9 PTs, 7 RBS, 3 STEALS

Hunterdon Central Girls Halt
Blue Devil Basketballers, 40-32

SCHETELICH, H. REMLEY PUMP IN 13 POINTS EACH

Cougar Basketball Boys Cruise
Past Koinonia Cagers, 72-48

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team made quick work of
Koinonia Academy scoring a 72-48
victory on January 9 at Martin Gym-
nasium in Cranford. Seniors Jack
Schetelich and Hunter Remley scored
13 points each to lead the Cougar
offense. Cranford took charge early,
forging a 25-12 lead by the end of the
first quarter and a 46-27 lead by the
half. The Cougars never looked back
from there as they pushed their sea-
son record to 4-2. Even so, Head

Coach Ryan Huber sees plenty of
room for improvement.

“I don’t think a head coach is ever
going to be completely satisfied,” said
Huber. “We could have executed bet-
ter in the second half. As the game
opened up in terms of the score, our
kids lost some of their intensity and

we had breakdowns on defense. On
offense we had things happen where
they were trying to make the high-
light reel play instead of finishing the
easy lay-up. You want to make sure
that your team continues to do what it
did that got you the lead rather than
trying to be something it is not. We
made sure they understood that after
the game was over.”

Koinonia Academy, a Catholic
school located in Plainfield, fell to 2-
5 on the season. The visitors provided
to be a capable long-range threat led
by Aaron Wortman, who scored 21

points, and Ryan McCabe, who added
16 points. Koinonia Academy shoot-
ers nailed eight three-point baskets
during the game. But the visitors were
simply no match for the quicker Cou-
gars throughout the contest. The Cou-
gars took advantage of transition bas-
kets and fast break opportunities in

addition to their usually strong long-
range game to pull away from
Koinonia Academy. Cranford sank
nine three-point baskets in the game.

The Cougars got offensive contri-
butions from across the board as
Michael Smith and Ryan Bakie each
scored 12 points. Sean Leonard added
eight points to the winning effort. By
the time Bakie drained a three-point
basket to make it 60-32 with 7:30
remaining in the fourth quarter, the
competitive phase of the contest was
already over.

“For us, it is about doing what we

do and being who we are,” said Huber.
“We need to play within ourselves
and make sure that we play good hard
defense all of the time and execute all
of the little things that make you
successful on offense. We always have
to remain focused.”

For the Cougars, hoping to get off
to a fast start this season, the victory
meant avoiding a potential trapdoor
as they ready themselves for the tough
competition they face in upcoming
games. The Cougars, who have suf-
fered through a few injury plagued
seasons of late, even got some good
news on that front.

“We got Joe Norton back at prac-
tice this week,” said Huber. “That is
good for us. He is not ready to go yet
but he could be back soon, which
would really help us. He is an experi-
enced player and a leader for us.”

Cranford is set to visit Rahway (5-
1) on Thursday, January 14, before
participating in the Eric LeGrand
Challenge Tournament at Kean Uni-
versity on Sunday, January 17, against
Iselin Kennedy.
Koinonia 12 15   5 16 48
Cranford 25 21 12 14 72

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing by 15 points after three
quarters, the Westfield High School
girls basketball team tightened up its
defense and outscored the visiting
Hunterdon Central Red Devils, 10-3,
in the final quarter in a 40-32 setback
in Westfield on January 9. The 3-3
Blue Devils had difficulty trying to
penetrate the Red Devils’ stubborn
defense, which resulted in numerous
turnovers and very few opportunities
to get off a shot.

“Hunterdon Central is a very good
team and they worked very well to-
gether. We just didn’t have it. Too
many turnovers and missed foul shots
hurt us,” Blue Devil Head Coach Liz
McKeon said. “Despite all that, we
didn’t give up and were able to

outscore Hunterdon Central, 10-3, in
the final quarter.”

Previously, Hunterdon Central had
defeated Bridgewater-Raritan (35-28),
Chatham (49-44), Governor Livingston
(42-37), Columbia (39-24), North
Hunterdon (54-44) and Immaculata
(42-39). The Red Devils’ only loss was
a 38-37 stinger to Franklin.

The Blue Devils finished 10-for-
18 from the free throw line — 4-for-
6 in the first quarter, 3-for-8 in the
second and 3-for-4 in the final quar-
ter but the Red Devils were able to get
off far more shots, especially in the
first three quarters. Michelle Lalor
led Hunterdon Central with 15 points,
including three 3-pointers, and
Kristina Benton netted 12 points all
from efforts underneath the basket,
which also allowed her sink a pair of

free throws after drawing fouls on
two successful lay-ups. Alana
Connolly and Christina Mitrow each
scored five points.

Sophomore Molly Ryan led the Blue
Devils with 10 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and added two steals
and two assists. Junior Shannon Devitt
led Westfield with seven rebounds,
scored nine points (5-for-6 free throws)
and added three steals, an assist and a
blocked shot. Senior co-captain Amalia
Montes pulled five rebounds and added
four points and one theft. Junior
Danielle Rinaldi had four rebounds,
three steals and an assist.

The Red Devils reeled off the first
six points of the game and won the
quarter, 12-6. The Blue Devils’ first
four points came from the charity line

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths
Set on over .6 acre in a quiet Westfield neighborhood, this gracious Center Hall Colonial provides
an elegant floorplan and large room sizes combined with a very  private  yard and patio.There are
a total of 5 bedrooms and 4 1/2 baths and a full  basement. Charming details such as crown
moldings, corner dining room built-ins, beamed ceilings, and a genteel screened porch contribute
to the character of this older home. The first floor guest suite and first floor laundry are
conveniences important today.The location is ideal: steps from Tamaques Park with its
playgrounds, lake, tennis, basketball, fields, nature paths and activities. Top ranked Tamaques
Elementary School and Shackamaxon Country Club are also a short walk away. This is a very
special opportunity to own a stately Westfield home on an exceptionally large property in a
prime neighborhood. Move in and  enjoy all that Westfield has to offer!  Offered for $1,299,000.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2014
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 1/17 • 1-3pm
870 New England Drive, Westfield

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUPER COUGAR FAN...From left to right, Cerys MacLelland, Lyndsay Pace,
Super Fan Joyce Owen, Isabella Speer and Julia Schork.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE TROUBLE...Cranford’s Alex Gall, No. 14, and Chris Curry, No. 34, double team a Koinonia Academy ball
handler at Martin Gym in Cranford. The Cougars won 72-48.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIBBLING AROUND A RED DEVIL...Blue Devil senior Maria Nemeth, No. 10, dribbles around a Hunterdon Central
Red Devil defender in Westfield on January 9. The Red Devils topped the Blue Devils, 40-32.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Fall to Red Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Senior bowlers Ashleigh Poszyler
and Mark Colineri. Both Ashleigh and Mark bowled high games of 264, 255 and
247 and have led the Cougars to an 8-1 record.

and their only 2-pointer came from
sophomore Mia Melao, who finished
with three points and three rebounds.
Sophomore Grace Elliott (2 points, 2
rebounds) sank one of the free throws.

Lalor began the second quarter with
a 3-pointer then the Blue Devils went
on a 7-0 run to narrow Hunterdon
Central’s lead to 15-13. After hitting
three free throws in that run, Ryan
converted a steal to a lay-up and Mon-
tes followed with a lay-up. The Red
Devils, however, answered with six
points to grab a 21-13 lead at the half.

Lalor nailed a pair of 3-pointers
and Benton added two lay-ups and
two free throws which allowed the
Red Devils to win the third quarter,
16-9, and to stretch their lead to 37-
22 entering the final quarter. Turn-
overs on the part of the Blue Devils

played a major role in that point
spread. Ryan nailed a 3-pointer and a
2-pointer, while Blue Devil junior
Emily Greaney (steal) scored all four
of her points in the quarter. Senior
Maria Nemeth added an assist on one
of Greaney’s lay-ups.

The Blue Devils made a valiant
effort in the fourth quarter with a 8-0
run to cut the lead to 38-30 but the
two teams played even ball for the
final few minutes. Devitt scored six
points in the quarter, while Ryan hit
her second 3-pointer and Montes sank
a free throw.

“We are a young team. Taking care of
the ball and adjusting to different de-
fenses, situations will come with time
and experience,” Coach McKeon noted.
Hunterdon Cent. 12   9 16   3 40
Westfield   6   7   9 10 32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005194

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-13008-15

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: JORGE CANAS; MONICA

CANAS; PNC BANK NA; CT INC D/B/A
CAMARATO TRUCKING INC; KASLANDER
LUMBER COMPANY INC; CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 02/10/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/02/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Two
and 54/ 100*** $228,952.54.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 9 Mid-
way Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT# 3, BLOCK# 1.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 50 X 142
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thirty-Eight

Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Six and 16/100***
$235,296.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 01/14, 01/21, 01/28
& 02/04/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004986

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052605-14

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE W. MCDONALD,

MAUREEN A. MCDONALD, WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA., UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty-Eight
and 16/100*** $284,938.16.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough;
COUNTY: UNION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

STREET & STREET NO: 242 Apple Tree
Lane.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 33; LOT: 17.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 161.62 feet x 29.7

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Southeasterly

side of Orchard Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Seven

Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Five and 46/
100*** $297,225.46 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-33313-07

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF
CITIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST INC
2007-AHL2 ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-AHL2

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH J. WICHOSKI, KEN-

NETH WICHOSKI
Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Two
and 35/100*** $482,542.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 532 CUMBERLAND
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 19 BLOCK 2706
Dimensions of Lot: 54 feet wide by 157 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: OSBORN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty-Two

Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/
100*** $582,878.13 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004964

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025908-13

Plaintiff: PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: ROBERT J. LAMBERTSON;

LINDA LAMBERTSON; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/01/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Twenty-Nine and 49/
100*** $221,029.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of FANWOOD, in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 21 ELM AVENUE,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 7, in Block No. 49.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 177 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: Situate NORTH AV-

ENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 3RD QTR TAXES OPEN, $3,457.20 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 08/
01/2015)

B. SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MU-
NICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES

C. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Twenty-Nine and 49/100***
$221,029.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005160

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-22875-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-11

VS.
Defendant: JOHN MORMILE; LORRAINE

MORMILE; WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Sale Date: 02/03/2016
Writ of Execution: 05/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Fifty Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Four and
45/100*** $750,624.45.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 46, Block 3506.
COMMONLY known as 235 Benson Place,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

115 feet wide by 119 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the north-

easterly side of Benson Place and northwesterly
side of Saint Marks Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Five Thousand
Five Hundred Eighteen and 84/100***
$805,518.84 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051850-09

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR CMLTI 2006-WF2

VS.
Defendant: VITO SCORCIA; ISABELLA

MIRANDA; FRAN SCORCIA; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY

Sale Date: 02/03/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/22/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Four
and 61/100*** $586,744.61.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 11, Block 2818.
Commonly known as 105 Marion Avenue,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 60

feet wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the north-

easterly side of Marion Avenue, 65 feet from the
southeasterly side of West Broad Street.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Sixteen and 17/100***
$619,916.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021138-12

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: MOHAMED BOTO; KARINA

BOTO; MRS. MOHAMED BOTO, WIFE OF
MOHAMED BOTO

Sale Date: 02/03/2015
Writ of Execution: 07/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Five Thousand Six Hundred Nineteen and 06/
100*** $305,619.06.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 28, Block 4004.
Commonly known as 259 Windsor Avenue,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090-1527.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 27

feet wide by 126.34 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

westerly side of Windsor Avenue, 413 feet from
the Northeasterly side of Ripley Place.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-Nine and 37/
100*** $327,949.37 together with lawful interest
and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/07, 01/14, 01/21
& 01/28/16 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004887

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012391-14

Plaintiff: SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY,
INC.

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE H SEIFERT, MONICA

A. SEIFERT, UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS,
OVERLOOK HOSPITAL AND UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty-
Five Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Six and
87/100*** $665,226.87.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 5 Frances
Lane

Block 12101, Lot 4.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): .921AC
Nearest Cross Street: Cooper Road
Subject to: 0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Two Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Seven and 52/100***
$682,967.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856)858-7080
4 T - 12/24/15, 12/31/15, 01/07/16
& 01/14/16 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004929

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004741-15

Plaintiff: FNA JERSEY LIEN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: WATERTROL, INC., PNC BANK

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO UNITED TRUST BANK, AS SE-
CURED PARTY, RICHARD TOLSON, ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, BAC ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT
COUNCIL OF NEW JERSEY, TRUSTEES OF
THE INTERNATIONAL MASONRY INSTITUTE,
TRUSTEES OF THE BRICKLAYERS & TROWEL
TRADES INTERNATIONAL PENSION FUND,
TRUSTEES OF THE NEW JERSEY BM&P AP-
PRENTICE AND EDUCATION FUND, TRUST-
EES OF THE NEW JERSEY BAC HEALTH
FUND, TRUSTEES OF THE BAC LOCAL 4
PENSION & ANNUITY FUND, R&R SCAFFOLD-
ING LTD, ELDERHORST BELLS INC, ANGELS
PAVING AND CONCRETE, SCHENCK PRICE
SMITH & KING LLP, ACCURATE CONSTRUC-
TION APPRUZZESE MCDERMOTT MAESTRO
& MURPHY PC, FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COM-
PANY OF MARYLAND, FULL SCALE CON-
TRACTING INC, 2600 ASSOCIATION INC,
GUARDIAN FENCE CO INC, ALLIED FIRE &
SAFETY EQUIPMENT, REPUBLIC SERVICES
OF NJ LLC D/B/A MIDCO WASTE SYSTEMS,
NJ MANUFACTURERS INC CO, EASTERN
ESSENTIAL SERVICES, RICCARDI BROS INC.,
JMK AUTO SALES INC., BAYWAY LUMBER,
NEW JERSEY BUILDINGS LABORERS STATE-
WIDE BENEFI

Sale Date: 01/27/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/13/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Thirty-Six Thou-
sand Five Hundred Thirteen and 28/100***
$36,513.28.

Property Description:
BEING Block 6503, Lot 2, on the tax map of the

Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
COMMONLY known as 2480 Plainfield Av-

enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Lot Dimensions: 75x195
Nearest Cross Street: Plainfield Avenue and

Lane Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Forty-Two Thousand Eight

Hundred Sixty and 30/100*** $42,860.30 together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ANTHONY L. VELASQUEZ, ESQ.
103 LAKE AVENUE
HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY 08610
(609) 273-2630
4 T - 12/31/15, 01/07/16, 01/14/16
& 01/21/16 Fee: $216.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005222

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-20268-10

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM P. HUNNEL, MORT-

GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEM, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR, GMAC MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION, CITIBANK, FSB

Sale Date: 02/10/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/10/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Four Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Seven and
09/100*** $404,467.09.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains, COUNTY:
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

STREET & STREET NO: 1976 Inverness Drive
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 10803, LOT: 2
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 208.79 feet x 231.42

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 168.57 feet from

Knoliwood Drive.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Scotch Plains

Township - Sewer holds a claim for taxes due
and/or other municipal utilities such as water
and/or sewer in the amount of $378.15 as of 09/
14/2015.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifteen Thou-
sand Forty-Nine and 41/100*** $415,049.41 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 01/14, 01/21, 01/28
& 02/04/16 Fee: $175.44

Wall Township Matmen Top
Cranford Cougars, 37-25

Rahway Indian Matmen Nip
Blue Devils in 34-33 Thriller

This season the Cranford High
School wrestling team has beefed up
its schedule with several showdowns
against tough Jersey Shore area teams.
This time, the Cougars had their paws
full against the hosting Wall Town-
ship Crimson Knights and came up
short, 37-25. Although Wall won nine
of the 14 bouts, the match was much
tighter because the Cougars ended up
on the short end in five of six very
tight bouts.

Cougar Anthony Capece, ranked
fourth at 113-lbs, jumped up a class to
120-lb but dropped a 4-3 decision to
Jack Kelly. At 152-lbs, Cougar Brian
McGovern got stung in overtime, 5-3,
to Rob Kanniard. Cougar Dave Busch
jumped up a pair of weight classes and
dropped a 1-0 decision to Chad
McCelland at 160-lbs.

In the showdown of the evening,

Crimson Knight Brett Donner, ranked
second at 170-lbs, jumped up to face
Niko Cappello, ranked third at 182-
lbs, and pulled out a 3-1 decision. At
285-lbs, Cougar Kevin Doran lost a
3-1 decision to Darryl Valme. The
only Cougar who emerged victorious
in a tight bout was Andrew Tompkins,
who decisioned Josh Glantzman, 2-
1, at 170-lbs.

Cougar Conor Halpin pinned Theo
McGovern in 1:47 at 106-lbs and Dean
Smith claimed an 8-0 majority decision
over Mike Rocha at 113-lbs. A bit of a
shocker came at 126-lbs when Crim-
son Knight Joe Demuner pinned Tom
DiGiovanni in 4:58. Cougar Chris
Scorese, ranked second at 132-lbs, re-
ceived a forfeit. Cougar Vince Concina
pinned Alex Cortez in 1:33 at 145-lbs.

Nick Wagner pinned Cougar Mike
Nigro in 5:59 at 138-lbs and Shane
Davis pinned Cougar Dylan Budnik
in 2:42 at 195-lbs. Crimson Knight
Joe McKenzie, ranked third at 220-
lbs, earned an 11-1 majority decision
over Alex Esposito.

Two out of three very tight deci-
sions in favor of the home team gave
the Rahway High School wrestling
team a 34-33 victory over the
Westfield Blue Devils in Rahway on
January 6. The Indians claimed vic-
tory in eight of the 14 weight classes.

Rahway’s Sabri Murray, a 30-match
winner last year, pulled out a 3-1 deci-
sion over Zach Rabinowitz at 106-lbs
and at 138-lbs, Jason Winters nipped

Blue Devil Tim Miller, 2-1. Blue Devil
Isaiah Reese earned a 3-0 decision
over Brian Diaz at 160-lbs. Blue Devil
Emmett Smith dropped a 6-2 decision
to Rhise Royster at 120-lbs.

Blue Devil Chris Hoerle pinned Isaias
Santos in 5:08 at 113-lbs. Jarek
Gozdieski pinned Indian Shimei Paige
in 2:42 at 170-lbs and Jack Miller pinned
Rasheen Paige in 3:33 at 182-lbs. Blue
Devil Phil Ricca pinned Vladimir Lee
in 3:30 at 220-lbs and Ben Kwok re-
ceived a forfeit at 152-lbs.

Rahway’s Adrian Najar pinned
Russ Weber in 1:23 at 195-lbs. Nick
Weakland received a forfeit at 285-
lbs and Antonio Delmau pinned Blue
Devil Matt Jones in 4:45 at 126-lbs.
Rahway’s Antonio Santoni claimed a
10-2 majority decision over Matt
Dente at 132-lbs. Philippe Lovensky
recorded an 8-2 decision over Blue
Devil Ryan Bass at 145-lbs.

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield (GSLW) has officially
opened registration for its spring 2016
in-town leagues. Leagues are being
formed for girls from Kindergarten
through Eighth Grade. Registration
can be completed at the organization’s
website at WestfieldSoftball.org. The
spring in town season begins on April

1 and concludes in mid-June.
Sponsorship opportunities are also

available to local businesses.  Spon-
sorship packages range from Busi-
ness Name on team T-shirts to all
encompassing packages including
banners and links on the
organization’s website.  Interested
sponsors may email
Sponsorship@westfieldsoftball.org
for detailed information.

Registration Set for WF Girls Softball League

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil Molly Ryan, No. 2, drives to the basket
as Red Devil Michelle Lalor, No. 10, guards her.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Cardinal Cagers, 61-31

Junior Shannon Devitt scored 13
points, had seven steals, pulled five
rebounds and blocked two shots to lead
the Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team to a 61-31 victory over the
Plainfield Cardinals in Plainfield on
January 7. Molly Ryan scored 11 points,
including two 3-pointers, Jenna Iorio
scored eight points, Emily Greaney
netted seven points and Grace Elliott
put in six points. Amalia Montes (5
rebounds) and Danielle Rinaldi each
had five points. Tahni Heines netted 11
points for the Cardinals.
Westfield 12 19 14 16 61
Plainfield   6   9   7   9 31

St. Joseph Cagers Beat
Blue Devils in OT, 60-53

St. Joseph (Metuchen) scored nine
points in overtime to defeat the
Westfield Blue Devil boys basketball
team, 60-53, in Westfield on January
9. Tyrus Battle scored 21 points and
grabbed nine rebounds, while Breein
Tyree scored 12 points and pulled 10
boards for St. Joseph’s

Parker Hess banged in 15 points,
including three 3-pointers, for
Westfield, while Owen Murray and
Jelanie Pierre each scored 14 points.
Nick Mele and Matt LaCorte each
scored five points.
St. Joe 19 12 11   9   9 60
Westfield 14 16 10 11   2 53

Linden Cagers Defeat
Blue Devil Boys, 63-51
The 16th-ranked Westfield High

School boys basketball team realized
its first defeat of the season at the
hands of the fifth-ranked Linden Ti-
gers on January 5. The 5-0 Tigers
leaped to a 20-5 first-quarter lead and
withstood a 21-10 Blue Devils charge
in the second quarter to earn a 63-51
victory.

Parker Hess led the Blue Devils with
17 points, including four 3-pointers.
Jelani Pierre bucketed 14 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers, and Owen
Murray put in 15 points. Will Phelps led
the Tigers with 24 points and 11 re-
bounds. Khalief Crawford had 17 points
and Tavon Jones added 10 points.
Linden 20 10 18 15 63
Westfield   5 21   7 18 51

Raider Matmen Down
Cardinal Matmen, 75-3

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team won every bout
but one to seize a 75-3 victory over
the Plainfield Cardinals on January 6.
Raiders Justin Sidebottom (113-lbs),
Jashmar Phillippe (132-lbs), Bran-
don Miguelino (160-lbs), Sam
Wustefeld (170-lbs), George Ramos
(182-lbs) and Jaylen Bryant (220-
lbs) recorded first-period pins.

Raiders Mike Fleck (106-lbs),
Jacob Perone (120-lbs), Mike Ramos
(152-lbs) and Bobby Mount (285-
lbs) also recorded pins. Frank DiNizo
(195-lbs) and Will Benavides (138-
lbs) received forfeits. Guilliame
Hardin recorded a 7-1 decision over
Skyler Frye at 145-lbs and Cardinal
Mike DeJesus defeated Nadim
Korkmaz, 8-3, at 126-lbs.

Raider Matmen Clip
Middlesex, 37-27

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team defeated
Middlesex, 37-27, on January 9. Jaylen
Bryant (220-lbs), Sam Wustefeld
(182), Brandon Miguelino (170-lbs),
Jashmar Phillippe (132-lbs) and Chris
Novello (120-lbs) all recorded falls
for the Raiders. Mike Ramos (160-
lbs) recorded a 13-6 decision and
Nadim Korkmaz (126-lbs) recorded a
14-3 majority decision.

Cougar Cagers Muzzle
Dayton Bulldogs, 51-36

Leading by just two points, the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team sizzled in the fourth quarter
to muzzle the Dayton Bulldogs, 51-
36, in Springfield on January 7. Hunter
Remley put up 20 points, including
three 3-pointers, to lead the Cougars.
Mike Smith netted 14 points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers. Ryan Bakie scored
eight points and Dave Fonseca scored
five, while Jack Schetelich and Sean
Leonard each scored two points. Nick
Ulizio had 12 points and Antonio
Salcfas netted seven for the Bulldogs.
Cranford 14   6   9 22 51
Dayton   6 10 11   9 36

Cougar Matmen Level
Morris Knolls, 53-15
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team leveled Morris Knolls, 53-
15, on January 9. Conor Halpin (106-
lbs), Tom DiGiovanni (126-lbs), Chris
Scorese (132-lbs), Vince Concina
(145-lbs) and Alex Esposito (220-
lbs) all recorded pins. Brian
McGovern (152-lbs) and Andrew
Tompkins (170-lbs) recorded major-
ity decisions. Kevin Doran (285-lbs)
won by decision. Dave Busch (160-
lbs) and Anthony Capece (113-lbs)
received forfeits.

Cougar Matmen Top
Summit Matmen, 60-9
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team got the opportunity to place
a number of its JVs on the mats in a
60-9 victory over the Summit
Hilltoppers in Summit on January 6.
Seven Cougars, Dean Smith (113-
lbs), Chris Wozniak (120-lbs), Jake
Van Dam (126-lbs) Matt Doran (145-
lbs), Jim Shriner (170-lbs), Josh
Mederios (195-lbs) and Anthony
Ramirez (220-lbs) received forfeits.

In the featured event of the evening,
Cougar Chris Scorese, ranked No. 2
at 132-lbs, defeated Phil Angelo, 5-0.
Summit’s Mike Acitelli recorded a 7-
2 decision over Mike Nigro at 138-
lbs. Cougar Niko Cappello pinned
Jack Hedges in 25 seconds at 182-lbs
and Josh Dechillo pinned Francesco
Pace in 5:52 at 160-lbs, while Conor
Halpin topped Quinn Halper, 7-0, at
106-lbs. Summit heavyweight Dan
Cambronero pinned Owen
McDermott in 3:25.
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Cardinal Bball Boys Slip Past Blue Devils, 70-64
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Show Spunk in Mat Loss to Panthers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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SCOTCH PLAINS. This gracious Colonial was just
completed and is ready for new owners. Enjoy the
mahogany open front porch on summer nights or play

in the over sized yard. This home offers 4 BR, 3.5 Baths, CAC, HWF thru out, LED lighting
and a finished basement. Every cook will enjoy the gourmet kit with center island, granite
counters, tile back splash, SS appliances and pantry. This open floor plan home offers FLR,
FDR and Great Room with gas fireplace for those cold winter nights. $819,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION
SCOTCH PLAINS. Hardi Plank siding with warm, welcoming
colors. Large pool sized yard is ideal for entertaining. Close to
schools, places of worship, parks and minutes to downtown. 2nd
floor features large master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and convenient laundry room.
Finish basement with full bathroom and recreational rm. Walkup attic with ease for
future finish. 2 car attached garage. Over 3300 sq ft. Kitchen cab, tile and trim are
being installed. Completion- January 2016. $825,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. 5/6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Home. Designer
gourmet kitchen. All hardwood floors, 1st floor offers Guest Room
and full Bath as well as tremendous Kitchen and Family Room
combo. Magnificent Master Bedroom Suite with huge walk-in shower and freestanding
contemporary tub including his and hers walk-in closets. 2nd floor laundry area, full
basement provides a completely open floor plan for Media, Billiard or exercise room.
All this and situated on a half acre property. $1,169,000.

COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. 5BR, 4.1Bth Home with 2 car detach garage. Relax
on the full width front porch or BBQ on the back patio with sliders
that bring you into the open EIK, dinette and FR. FDR, LR/study,
powder room and convenient mudroom finish off the 1st floor. Switch back stairs
open from the fin bsmt up to the fin 3rd floor. 2nd floor has 4 BR, 3 Baths and laundry
room. Fin 3rd floor is open with access to storage. Finished basement features
"Villane" Building signature walk out basement, Bath and storage. $1,400,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Carol
Sussman-Skalka

Top Sales

Sales Associate
of the Month

Stephen “Steve”
Ohm

Top Units and
Top Dollar Volume

now, so it’s good to see the younger
guys starting to get the hang of it,”
two-time Blue Devil team captain
Jarek Gozdieski said.

“That’s the third match that Timmy
got, a kid from South Plainfield, a kid
from Rahway, who all beat him in
close matches but none of those kids
will want to wrestle him again, be-
cause when he gets that half, he is
relentless. People are going to stop
choosing ‘down’ against him, which
is going to become a free point. We
just need to clean up a little bit on our
feet. If everybody gave that effort, we
would have one heck of a record right
now,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

Blue Devil Matt Dente showed
some promise in the opening bout of
the evening at 132-lbs. Dente recov-
ered from a takedown with an escape
and a double-leg takedown then added
two more takedowns, a reversal and a
penalty point to claim a 10-5 decision
over Dylan Camillo.

In the 145-lb class, Panther Elvin
Guerriro pinned Ryan Bass with a
cradle in 4:43 then at 152-lbs Blue
Devil sophomore Isaiah Reese gave
Joe DeVito all he could handle in a 2-
1 defeat. DeVito escaped with a
Gramby roll in the third period to
earn the win. Previously, DeVito had

pinned Reese in the RPT.
Then Gozdieski got his turn at 160-

lbs and put on a clinic with eight
takedowns, a nearfall and an escape
to claim a 20-8 majority decision
over Carey Mimy. Gozdieski’s first
takedown was a gem with a barrel roll
to back nearfall for five points. His
second, a head-and-arm walkaround,
was also impressive.

“I knew that kid was going to be
tough to turn over, so I wasn’t going

to waste my time. I was just trying to
get some points, get a major, get
more takedowns, because we knew
it was going to be hard to beat Roselle
Park giving up four forfeits,”
Gozdieski said. “I think the reason
why we wrestled so well was we just
let it fly. Open up, wrestle like we
wrestle in practice.”

Gozdieski, in his own right, has
had a reputation for being a very

out of our hands,” Blue Devil senior
Owen Murray said.

The Cardinals came in with a 1-4
record but that was very deceiving
since three of those losses were to
top-7 teams — Gill St. Bernard (No.
7), Linden (No. 5) and Roselle Catho-
lic (No. 3). The other loss was to St.
Joseph’s (Montvale) and the win was
over Paterson Kennedy.

“Obviously it was a disappointing
loss especially since it was a home
game and against a team we certainly
felt like we could beat. I give them
credit,” Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said. “Their record is very
deceiving. They have played a lot of
close games against good teams.”

“They are playing some of the best
teams in the state like us. They are
better than their record says. We knew
that coming in. We just didn’t get the
job done. We would have loved to get
a win today,” Murray said.

Murray finished with nine points
and led the team in rebounds with
eight, while adding in pair of tips and
two assists. Senior Parker Hess net-
ted 13 points, including three 3-point-
ers, and added two assists and two
steals. Senior Nick Mele, who had 12
points and three assists, led the team
with five steals. Junior Matt LaCorte

put in 10 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers and senior Tim Norris scored
nine points and pulled seven re-
bounds. Senior Jelani Pierre came off
the bench and added some particu-
larly needed spark with tough defen-
sive play while adding 11 points.

“We definitely have a great bench.
They show a lot of energy when they
come in the game, Sometimes that’s
what we need. When we are coming
out a little slow, we put like Jelani in.
He brings in a lot of defensive inten-
sity. He gets some great buckets. They
are a great help,” Murray said.

Both teams demonstrated their out-
side shooting skills in the first quarter
which ended in a 16-16 deadlock.

Hess and Mele both nailed a 3-pointer
then LaCorte finished up the quarter

with a pair of 3-pointers. Jay’von
Jackson, who led the Cardinals with
17 points along with Jaleel Simmons,
hit a 3-pointer and Charley Tally also
banged a three in the quarter.

The back-and-forth scoring con-
tinued until the midpoint of the sec-
ond quarter then Norris rolled in a
lay-up and Pierre followed with a
pair of lay-ups to put the Blue Devils
in front, 32-26. After Jackson pushed
in a lay-up, Murray sank a free throw
and added a lay-up to give Westfield
its seven point lead (35-28) at the
half.

After a tradeoff of four points each
early in the third quarter, the Cardi-
nals went on a 12-2 run, which in-

cluded a pair of threes, to grab a 44-
41 lead with four minutes on the
clock. Pierre answered with a three
of his own six seconds later to knot
the score. A few minutes later, Hess
converted a steal to a lay-up to re-
knot the score but Jackson slipped in
a two just before the buzzer to carry
a 50-48 Plainfield lead into the final
quarter.

Simmons netted a two-pointer early
in the quarter to put the Cardinals up
by four then each team continued to
trade off points. With 2:28 remain-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING OVER HIS OPPONENT...Blue Devil freshman Tim Miller, top, works Roselle Park Panther Ranee Perez
vigorously in his 138-lb bout. Miller let Perez know that he was boss from the top position.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil senior Jelani Pierre, left, sticks close to a Plainfield Cardinal in Westfield on January
7. The Cardinals erased a seven-point halftime deficit to defeat Westfield, 70-64.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-01

A REVISED ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLE-
MENTING THE “LAND DE-
VELOPMENT ORDINANCE”,
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY CHAPTER 136 ENTITLED
LAND DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford
desired to amend the Land Development
Ordinance promulgated at Chapter 136 of
the Township of Cranford General Code to
plan and guide the appropriate use or
development of all land in a manner which
will promote the public health, safety, mor-
als and general welfare of the Township’s
residents and business owners and will
benefit the public; and

WHEREAS,  certain pipelines are not
public utilities that distribute to end users
and are unregulated by the State of New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines are de-
signed to transport a variety of materials,
including hazardous substances which, if
a discharge occurred, result in environ-
mental degradation to the environment,
including the land, water and air; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines do not di-
rectly provide the public with necessities,
such as electricity, gas, telephone, water
or wastewater service; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines may pose a
threat to the infrastructure that provides
these public utility services; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines are not pub-
lic utilities that distribute services to end
users and are unregulated by the Board of
Public Utilities, there is limited account-
ability to the public; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines raise sig-
nificant safety concerns for the Township
of Cranford, potentially threatening the
health safety and welfare of the commu-
nity; and

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing the
Township Committee adopted Ordinance
2015-37 on December 15, 2015, which
may have been procedurally ineffective
and is hereby rescinded;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 2015-37
adopted on December 15, 2015 is hereby
rescinded.

SECTION 2.The following shall amend

and supplement, Part II: General Legisla-
tion, Chapter 136 Land Development:

136-1 Purposes; definitions.
B. PIPELINE A pipeline which is  not a

public utilities, that distributes to end users
and is unregulated by the State of New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities and  which
is designed to transport a variety of mate-
rials, including hazardous substances
which, if a discharge occurred, result in
environmental degradation to the environ-
ment, including the land, water and air.

136-39 Pipelines
No person shall install and/or oper-

ate a  pipeline carrying crude or other
petroleum oil within 100 feet of any
building intended for human occu-
pancy which is in existence prior to, or
under construction at the date of, ex-
ecution of the right-of-way agreement,
or at the date of filing with the Clerk of
the Superior Court of a complaint in a
condemnation action, unless such per-
son has obtained prior Board of Ad-
justment (“Board”) approval of a per-
mit of the installation and/or operation
of the pipeline.

SECTION 3: After introduction, the Town-
ship Clerk is hereby directed to submit a
copy of the within Ordinance to the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Cranford for
its review in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64.

SECTION 4. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 5. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on January
12, 2016, and will be further considered for
final passage after public hearing to be
held at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on
January 26, 2016 at 8:00PM or as soon
thereafter as this matter can be reached.
All persons interested will be given the
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $102.00

PUBLIC NOTICE

Westfield Devilfish Heat Up
TYR Winterfest Invitational

FIRST PLACE IN 200MR...The Devilfish 9-10 boys’ 200 Medley Relay team took
first place. Pictured, left to right, are: Michael Gauthier, Cole Sharkey, Christian
Tedesco and Danny McGann.

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team entered a team of 50
qualifying 12-and-under swimmers
to compete at the TYR Winterfest
Invitational held at the Sonny Werblin
Pool, Rutgers University and January
2-3. Seth Camacho broke the Devil-
fish 11-12 200-fly record with a time
of 2:25.82. First place finishes were
achieved by Natalie Lee in the 11-12
50-fly and by the 9-10 boys 200-

medley relay team of Michael
Gauthier, Christian Tedesco, Cole
Sharkey and Danny McGann.
Twenty-two Devilfish achieved NJ
Junior Olympic time cuts or NJ
YMCA State time cuts at the meet.

NJ JO Times:
9-10 Boys: Christian Tedesco (50-

breast, 50-back, 100-breast, 200IM)
11-12 Girls: Natalie Lee (50-free,

50-breast, 50-fly, 200-free, 200-back,
200IM)

11-12 Boys: Roan Baker (50-free,
100-back, 100-fly), Henry Brown (50-
free, 50-back, 50-fly, 100-free, 100-
fly), Seth Camacho (200-fly),
Siddarth Tangri (200-breast), Aidan
Trenery (100-back, 100-fly, 200-

NJ YMCA State Times:
9-10 Girls: Emily Gao (100-fly),

Clare Logan (50-free, 100-free), Clara
Yu (50-fly, 100-free)

9-10 Boys: Colin Kavanagh (50-
back), Michael Gauthier (50-back),
Danny McGann (50-back, 100-free,
100-back), Cole Sharkey (200IM),
Aidan Troy (50-breast, 100-breast)

11-12 Girls: Isabelle Gauthier (50-

free), Sofia Leonetti (50-back, 100-
breast), Gigi Sandull (100-breast),
Bridget Thomas (500-free), Viv
Jeckell (100-fly)

11-12 Boys: Henry Brown
(100IM), Seth Camacho (100-free,
100IM, 200-free, 200IM), Iliya
Musheyev (50-breast, 100-back),
Michael Riordan (50-breast), Matt
Swenson (50-back, 50-fly, 100-back),
Siddarth Tangri (50-breast, 100-
breast), Aidan Trenery (50-free, 200-
free, 100-breast), Barney Veres (50-
free, 50-breast, 100-breast, 200-
breast)

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish, please
contact Brian Guidera, Director of
Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, (908) 233.2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

tough “top position” rider but chose
another course against Mimy.

“Hopefully what I am doing will
carry over. I try to go after my kid as
much as I can. Top, bottom, neutral,
whatever it was,” Gozdieski said.
“Hopefully that will teach them skills
over the long run and also with neu-
tral, not just top.”

The showdown of the evening came
next at 170-lbs with Jack Miller (sec-
ond at 170-lbs in the RPT) and Panther
Will Ferdinando (first in RPT at 182-
lbs). Ferdinando scored a double-leg
takedown in the first period but Miller
controlled him from the top position
throughout the second period. Miller
tied the score with a reversal in the third
but Ferndinando escaped and added a
takedown. Miller escaped but
Ferdinando held on to win 5-3.

After the forfeits, Panther Mark
Montgomery used a double-leg
takedown and an escape to defeat Zack
Rabinowitz, 3-0, at 106-lbs then Chris
Gural put on a takedown clinic of his
own to grab a 12-4 majority decision
over Blue Devil Chris Hoerle.

Next came the stunner of the
evening when Blue Devil freshman
Emmet Smith, after a slow start, tied
his 120-lb bout with RPT champ Jon
Mejia with a second-period takedown
then added an escape and another
takedown in the third period to record
a 5-2 decision.

“Partway through that match,
Emmet started believing in himself.
He wrestled a lot with us over the
summer and I saw what he is capable
of. I think the beginning of this year,
he came in a little bit gun shy and has
not wrestled the way I’ve seen him
over the summer,” Coach Kurz said.
“I hope this is a turning point for him

and he starts wrestling to his ability.
He’s got a whole other level that he
hasn’t hit yet. And to say that about a
kid with success who is a freshman,
that’s pretty nice. You are excited
about what the future holds for him.”

In the final bout at 126-lbs, sopho-
more Matt Jones also came close to
pulling off an upset in a 4-3 loss to
Josh Mejia who placed second in the
RPT.

“Even just looking at the losses,
Tim and Isaiah. Isaiah got pinned by
that kid in the first period [previ-
ously]. It’s crazy how much that kid
has gotten better. Tim, Jones, Dente,
all the younger kids, it’s starting to
click. I remember when I was their
age, it clicked for me. You just got to
not care about what others think, you
just got to let it fly,” Gozdieski said.

“We told the kids, ‘it’s early.’ Our
biggest goal is late February, March.
We just had another opportunity to
get on the mat and learn. We tried
some stuff. Some of it worked, some
of it didn’t,” said Coach Kurz. “You
don’t want to do your best wrestling
right now. They seem like they are
willing to put in the work and if they
truly are, they will be a better team at
the end of the year.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Dente (W) d Camillo, 10-5
138: — Perez (R) d Miller, 4-1
145: — Guerriro (R) p Bass 4:43
152: — Devito (R) d Reese, 2-1
160: — Gozdieski (W) md Mimy, 20-8
170: — Ferdinandi (R) d Miller, 5-3
182: — Jason Eshuene (R) won forfeit
195: — Devin Hilburn (R) won forfeit
220: — Sabastian Leo (R) won forfeit
Hwt: — Clyve Timothy (R) won forfeit
106: — Montgomery (R) d Rabinowitz,
3-0
113: — Gural (R) md Hoerle, 12-4
120: — Smith (W) d Mejia, 5-2
126: — Mejia (R) d Jones, 4-3

ing, Pierre narrowed the score to 60-
58 but Jackson came back with a two-
pointer a minute later to spread the
lead back to four points. Frustration
on the part of the Blue Devils allowed
the Cardinals to take advantage and
spread their lead to 67-58 before Hess
nailed a 3-pointer. Necessary fouling
allowed the Cardinals to go to the line
and sink three free throws then sec-
onds before the buzzer, Hess sank
another 3-pointer.

“We will see them later in the sea-
son. We had the game in our hands.
We were up seven at the half. We
weren’t even making shots, so we got
to look at the tapes and see what we

did. I think we will get them next
time,” Murray said.

“We needed to extend the lead in
the beginning of the third, which we
didn’t. Once we allowed them to tie
it, we knew it would be back and
forth the rest of the way. Unfortu-
nately, we did go cold shooting the
ball and just didn’t get enough stops
down the stretch when we needed
to,” Coach Palmieri said. “I still feel
good about where we are. Our sched-
ule doesn’t get any easier but we
know that and we will be ready to
play.”
Plainfield 16 12 22 20 70
Westfield 16 19 13 16 64

Three WF Flyers Compete
At National Jr. Olympics

Athletes from the Westfield Area
“Y” Flyers Track Club recently com-
peted in the USATF Regional and
National Cross Country Junior Olym-
pics. Six Flyers at the Regional Jun-
ior Olympics qualified for the Na-
tional Junior Olympics and three were
among the nearly 3,000 athletes who
competed at the USATF Cross Coun-
try National Junior Olympics on De-
cember 12 in Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

FLYERS WHO QUALIFIED:
Age 9-10 Boys Division: Eamon

Mason- 8th place
Andrew Villarin – 27th place
Ages 11-12 Boys Division: Will-

iam McGlynn – 3rd place

Griffin Murphy – 26th place
Ages 13-14 Girls Division:

Caroline Collins – 25th Place
Ages 13-14 Boys Division:

Zachary Spergel – 27 Place
Will McGlynn, Caroline Collins

and Zachary Spergel all traveled to
Albuquerque to compete. Will
McGlynn was the team’s top fin-
isher at Nationals. He finished
103rd. The Westfield Area “Y” Fly-
ers Track Club is a USATF certified
club that serves over 800 athletes
throughout the year. For more in-
formation you can contact the club
at: www.yflyerstrackclub.com, or
contact Paul Garwood at (908) 233-
2700.

OLYMPIC QUALIFIERS...Westfield “Y” Flyers pictured, left to right, are:
Zachary Spergel, Will McGlynn and Caroline Collins.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Westfield girls 5th grade travel team won the
Wayne Holiday Tournament and went undefeated in the tournament. Pictured,
left to right, are: bottom row; Cara Van Allen, Annie Ryan, Paige Gorczyca and
Julia Corsentino; top row, Coach Greg Dickerson, Coach Billy Ryan, Caitlin
Williams, Ciara Dursee, Bridget Sheehan, Sutton Factor, Lily Dickerson and
Coach Gary Knapp. Not Shown: Phoebe Costalos and Manager Clint Factor.

The 28th Annual New Jersey Youth
Soccer Awards Dinner was held Janu-
ary 8 at the Pines Manor in Edison.
The annual event honors the players,
coaches, referees, administrators and
volunteers who have made special
contributions to the game of soccer
within the Garden State.

The U12 Galaxy girls were hon-
ored as the 2015 Fall New Jersey
Youth Soccer Presidents Cup Cham-
pions. The girls were called on stage
and congratulated on the team’s out-

standing achievement winning the NJ
Youth Soccer Presidents Cup. They
received a NJ Youth Soccer scarf and
team personalized Topps trading
cards. The card has a quote on the
back from Mia Hamm, “I am a mem-
ber of a team and I rely on the team,
I defer to it and sacrifice for it, be-
cause the team, not the individual is
the ultimate champion”... And fin-
ishes with the Galaxy chant, “I be-
lieve that we just won! I believe that
we just won!”

TOURNAMENT WINNERS...The Westfield Soccer Association U10 Travel A
team members won the 3 v 3 Tournament at Soccer Centers in Somerset on
January 10. Pictured, left to right, are: Avery Keith, Noah Petrassi, Jacob Adler
and Max Rotter. (Derek Azevedo not pictured).

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 16-01-01

BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS

* No Meeting * January 19
February 1 * February 16
March 7 March 21
April 4 April 18
May 2 May 16
June 6 June 20

* July 5 July 18
August 1 August 15

* September 6 September 19
* October 4 October 17

November 7 November 21
December 5 December 19

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on the first and third Mondays except
for those dates marked with an “*” above.

Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.

This is to certify that the above is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the
Mayor and Council on January 1, 2016.

Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

THE FOLLOWING DATES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE GARWOOD BOARD
OF EDUCATION FOR ITS REGULAR MEETINGS:

January 19, 2016 June 28, 2016(Fourth Tuesday)
February 16, 2016 August 16, 2016
March 15, 2016 September 20, 2016
April 19, 2016 October 18, 2016
May 3, 2016 (Budget Hearing) November 15, 2016
May 17, 2016 December 20, 2016

The meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month unless
otherwise indicated. The meetings will be held in the all purpose room of the Lincoln
School located at 400 Second Avenue. All meetings will be conducted pursuant to and
in accordance with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law.

Action will be taken.
Eric Larson, SBA/BS

January 5, 2016
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
CRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

YEARLY POSTING NOTICE
2016 BOARD MEETINGS

MEETINGS HELD AT 8:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM
AT LINCOLN SCHOOL (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

WORK SESSION REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 4   (Reorganization) 25 (7:00 P.M.)
FEBRUARY 8 22
MARCH 14 21
APRIL 11 25
MAY 9   (7:00 P.M.) 23 (7:00 P.M.)
JUNE 13 (7:00 P.M.) 27 (7:00 P.M.)
JULY 25
AUGUST 22
SEPTEMBER 12 26
OCTOBER 10  24
NOVEMBER 14 28
DECEMBER 12

FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT ANY OF THE ABOVE MEETINGS
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE TO VOTERS OF WESTFIELD

ATTENTION

ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016 BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00 A.M. AND
11:00 A.M., THE VOTING MACHINES TO BE USED IN THE WESTFIELD SPECIAL
SCHOOL ELECTION HELD ON JANUARY 26, 2016 WILL BE A AVAILABE FOR
INSPECTION.

ANY INTERESTED PARTIES WHO WISH TO INSPECT THE VOTING MACHINES
SHOULD APPEAR AT THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS VOTING MA-
CHINE WAREHOUSE, 2345 SOUH AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS.

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
JOHN DeSIMONE, CHAIRMAN
MARIE OAKIE, SECRETARY

MARRYELLEN HARRIS, BOARD MEMBER
CLARA T. HARELIK ESQ., BOARD MEMBER

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $31.62

back, 200-fly), TJ Walsh (200-fly)

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG SHOWDOWN BOUT...Blue Devil Jack Miller, front, tries to escape Roselle
Park Panther Will Ferdinando in his 170-lb bout. Ferdinando, the 182-lb Roselle
Park Tournament champ, held on to pull out a 5-3 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE PLAY...Blue Devil senior Nick Mele looks to set up the play
in the game against the Plainfield Cardinals in Westfield on January 9.

OUT OF THIS WORLD...The U12 Galazay girls soccer players.

U12 Galaxy Honored at Soccer Awards Dinner
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TAX HELP...SAGE Eldercare currently is accepting appointments for the
AARP Tax-Aide Program. On Thursdays from February 11 through April 14,
between the hours of 9 a.m. and noon, older adults can come to 290 Broad Street
in Summit to obtain free tax counseling and preparation as part of an AARP-
sponsored service. Pictured are Frank Novak of Short Hills and Monika Mangan
of Morristown, two of the volunteer tax preparers from AARP.

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Plans
Mohegan Sun Trip Feb. 20

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
host a bus trip to Mohegan Sun
Casino in Uncasville, Conn. on Sat-
urday, February 20.

The bus will depart at 8 a.m.
from the St. Theresa’s School park-
ing lot, located at 540 Washington
Avenue, Kenilworth, and return to
Kenilworth at approximately 9 p.m.
The $53 cost includes motor coach
transportation, an approximate six-
hour visit to the casino, which ad-
ditionally houses a wide range of
shops and popular restaurants, and
a package that includes a $15 cou-
pon for the casino’s buffet or an-
other type of meal, and a $10 free
bet coupon.

There will be complimentary
door prizes on the bus. For further
information and reservations, call
(908) 709-0434 or (908) 709-0391.
As space is limited on this popular
outing, interested persons are en-
couraged to make reservations
early to ensure availability. Pay-
ment by Wednesday, February 10,
is requested. Gift certificates for
the trip are available for purchase.

Proceeds wil l  benefi t  the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
historic Oswald J. Nitschke House
by helping to defray the cost of an
elevator that makes the newly-re-

stored “living history” museum and
cultural arts center fully accessible
to everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, volunteer-
based, non-profit, tax-exempt,
501(c)(3) organization dedicated
to the research, preservation and
interpretation of the Oswald J.
Nitschke House, local history and
culture.

Free Tax Assistance Is
Available Through SAGE

SUMMIT — Free tax counseling
and preparation for middle- and low-
income taxpayers, with special atten-
tion to those who are age 60 and
older, is available at SAGE Eldercare,
located at 290 Broad Street, Summit.

This service will be available on
Thursdays, February 11 through
April 14, from 9 a.m. to noon. The
assistance is provided by AARP as
part of a national Tax-Aide pro-
gram through its foundation in con-
junction with the IRS. Area resi-
dents in Union, Essex, Morris and
Somerset Counties do not need to
be a member of AARP or a retiree
to use the service.

During the 10-week program,
SAGE will host trained volunteer tax
preparers from AARP, who are trained
by the IRS for the AARP Tax-Aide
program.

Registration for this service is re-
quired. Taxpayers should bring a copy
of their 2014 Federal and State in-
come tax returns; 2015 income tax
packets; 2015 real estate tax bill; Fed-
eral information forms for 2015 (W-
2 forms; SSA-1099 form; 1099s for
interest, dividends and other income;
1099 for pension, annuity and IRA
distribution; 1099-B forms for assets
sold during the year); receipts or can-
celled checks if itemizing deductions;
Social Security numbers for depen-
dents; and photo identification, such
as a driver’s license or passport.

This is a confidential service and
preparation is by appointment only.
To avoid the end-of-tax-season rush,
late February and early March ap-

pointments are encouraged. For
more information and to schedule
an appointment, call SAGE at (908)
598-5509.

Since 1954, SAGE Eldercare has
provided programs and services to
meet the changing needs of older
adults, their families and caregivers
throughout Union, Essex, Morris and
Somerset Counties. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-5550 or visit
sageeldercare.org.

Westfield Found. Reveals
Annual Campaign, Grants

WESTFIELD — The generosity
of the Westfield community has al-
lowed the Westfield Foundation to
distribute more than $6 million in the
past 40 years. In 2015, the Founda-
tion awarded $317,786 in grants ben-
efiting the arts, health-related pro-
grams, social service agencies/pro-
grams and education.

Currently, the Westfield Founda-
tion is conducting its annual fund-
raising appeal. The Foundation holds
only one public annual fund-raising
campaign per year.

To honor the Westfield
Foundation’s 40th anniversary,
“Foundation Park” is being devel-
oped, together with the Town of
Westfield and with assistance of
Westfield landscape architect Craig
Stock. The community park is being
developed in an open area near the
South Avenue traffic circle. The park,
with a paved patio, walkways and
plantings, will be completed in 2016.

In the fourth quarter of 2015, the
Westfield Foundation distributed over
$77,000 to seven organizations.
Grants were earmarked for such pro-
grams as the expansion of an after-
school music program, new adult
programming at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, counseling and support for
veterans and scholarship funding for
women who are trying to become

self-sufficient and able to escape the
cycle of domestic violence. Recipi-
ents include Music Counts, Inc., Lib-
erty Science Center, YMCA
Plainfield, Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service, JCC of Central New
Jersey, YWCA Eastern Union County,
Jewish Family Service and Union
County College.

The Foundation’s priority is capi-
tal projects and providing seed money
to support new programs while con-
tinuing to provide smaller grants that
assist existing agencies with specific
or one-time needs. Grants from the
Foundation help individuals and
agencies launch promising civic
projects so they can become sustain-
able agencies that meet a specific
community need.

Fifteen Foundation trustees over-
see distribution of grants. Donations
can be sent directly to: Westfield
Foundation, P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.

For more information about the
Westfield Foundation, visit the Foun-
dation website at
thewestfieldfoundation.com. If any-
one has questions about making a
donation or is interested in creating a
“family legacy” that would benefit
the community for years to come,
contact Betsy Chance, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-9787 or by e-
mail at foundation@westfieldnj.com.

Kids Are Invited To
‘Science Matters’

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
will present “Science Matters for
Kids,” a hands-on enrichment pro-
gram for children ages 3 to 10, cov-
ering topics involving S.T.E.A.M.
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art and Math). At the end of each
lesson, youngsters will receive ma-
terials to continue their exploration
and experimentation at home.

Classes will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, beginning Tuesday,
January 19, and running every Tues-
day for six weeks. The cost is $120.
Classes will be at 10:15 a.m. or 1 p.m.
for ages 3½ to 6 and at 3:45 p.m. for
ages 7 to 10. Individuals may register
in person at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center or online at
register.communitypass.net/cranford
through Community Pass. For more
information, call the Community
Center at (908) 709-7283.

Knights Announce
Pizza-Tasting Contest
AREA — Knights of Columbus

No. 3240 will host their Fourth An-
nual Pizza Tasting Contest on Satur-
day, January 23, beginning at 6:30
p.m. It will be held in the basement of
the Church of the Assumption, lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place, Roselle
Park. Participants will be able to
sample pizza from local pizzerias and
to vote for their favorite. Beverages
and desserts will be provided as well.

Tickets are $10 each; children age 3
and under may attend for free. Tickets
currently are available after all masses
or through the Parish Office, which
may be reached at (908) 245-1107.
Due to the popularity of this event, no
tickets will be reserved without pay-
ment in full. Attendees may bring
their own beverages if they wish.

Best Friend Donates $1,000
To SP Police K-9 Unit

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of Best Friend Dog and Animal
Adoption, Inc. donated $1,000 to
the Scotch Plains Police
Department’s K-9 unit during their
annual luncheon and tricky tray event
in October.

Lorraine Jakubowski, president of
the group, made the donation in lov-
ing memory of Charlotte Mross,
founder and past president of the group,
who passed away in early 2015.

“Charlotte dedicated her life to res-
cuing animals; all animals. She never
took a vacation from rescue. She
worked tirelessly to rescue as many
animals as possible,” Ms. Jakubowski
said. “I have learned what an impor-
tant role the K-9 unit is in our com-
munity and the amount of training
that the K-9 dogs and K-9 officers
need to be a successful team.”

Best Friend Dog and Animal
Adoption is a not-for-profit
501(c)(3) organization that relies
exclusively on the community for
donations, attendance at the group’s
events throughout the year and shop-
ping at the organization’s thrift shop,
located for the last 14 years at 1750
East Second Street, Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains Police K-9 Unit
is a subdivision unit of the patrol
division of the Scotch Plains Police
Department, consisting of two po-
lice dogs and their handlers. The K-

9 unit was started six-and-a-half
years ago by Police Chief Brian
Mahoney. The unit answers regular
calls and K-9 calls.

K-9 Ollie, a 7-year-old German
shepherd, is trained for Patrol and
Narcotics detection. His handler is
Police Officer Brian Cheney. He can
track missing people, conduct evi-
dence and building searches, pro-
tect his handler, and apprehend flee-
ing criminals. Additionally, he can
locate marijuana, cocaine, heroin and
methamphetamine in vehicles and
buildings. K-9 Cux is a 3-year-old
German shepherd also trained in
Patrol and Narcotics. Cux replaced
K-9 Gamble, who retired earlier this
year. His handler is Police Officer
Chris Aversa. Cux was donated to
the Scotch Plains Police Department
by Ben Roethlisberger of the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, through his chari-
table organization that donates po-
lice dogs nationwide.

The K-9 unit operates through the
efforts and charitable contributions
of many organizations like Best
Friend. Anyone can donate to the K-
9 unit by contacting Captain Ted
Conley of the Scotch Plains Police
Department.

For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or view pets awaiting
homes at bestfriend.petfinder.org.
Monetary donations are urgently
needed and appreciated. They can
be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Charming 1920’s Colonial 

2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC Coldwell Banker (R) is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker 

Real Estate LLC An equal opportunity company Equal Housing Opportunity Owned and operated by NRT LLC

209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ  07090

Phone: (908) 233-5555

A warm welcome awaits you in this turn of the century colonial set on a quiet tree 
lined  street  close  to  schools,  downtown,  and  NYC  transportation.  The  foyer 
provides entrée into a living room with a brick fireplace and built in, an adjoining 
den, formal dining room, and a totally updated eat in kitchen with honey cabinets, 
granite counters,  and stainless steel  appliances.  The second floor boasts three 
bedrooms and an updated bath while the third floor can be used as an o ce,  
bedroom, or just a place to relax….O ered at $535,000

John Aslanian
john.aslanian@cbmoves.com

Phone: (908)347-2042
Fax: (862)345-2788

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Garwood Public Schools has the follow-
ing professional service contracts in place:

* Annual Audit services for the audit
period July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016
for $19,250.00.

* Legal services for the period July
1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 for a re-
tainer of $8,000.00 and hourly fees rang-
ing from $108.00 to $148.00.

* Architectural services  at hourly
rates ranging from $75.00 to $180.00

* Financial Disclosure services for
annual filing with the SEC for a fee of
$500.00.

The contracts and resolutions adopting
the contracts are on file in the Board of
Education office.

Eric Larson, SBA/BS
January 6, 2016

1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building

AWARDED TO: Suplee Clooney & Co.,
308 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090-2122

SERVICES: Township Auditor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: CME Associates, 3141
Bordentown Avenue, Parlin, New Jer-
sey 08859

SERVICES: Township Planner
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Hatch Mott
MacDonald, 111 Wood Avenue South,
Iselin, New Jersey 08830-4112

SERVICES: Township Engineer
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Finazzo Cossolini
O’Leary Meola & Hager LLC, 36 Cattano
Avenue, Suite 500, Morristown, New
Jersey 07960

SERVICES: Prosecutor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Decotiis, Fitzpatrick
& Cole, 500 Frank W Burr Boulevard,
Suite 31, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666

SERVICES: Township Labor Relations
Attorney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Palumbo and Renaud,
190 North Avenue East, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Township Attorney
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Kologi/Simitz, 500
North Wood Avenue Suite 4B, Linden,
New Jersey 07036 and Roth D’Aquanni
LLC, 150 Morris Avenue, Suite 206,
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

SERVICES: Township Special Counsel
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
190 North Avenue East (Rte 28),
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Township Tax Appeal At-
torney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

SERVICES: Bond Counsel
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: David Littman, Esq.,
129 North Wood Avenue, Linden, New
Jersey 07036

SERVICES: Public Defender
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT

AWARDED BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Beckerman & Com-
pany, d/b/a Acrisure LLC, 5664 Pine
Creek Drive, Caledonia, Michigan 49316

SERVICES: Risk Manager/Consultant
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2016
DATE: January 5, 2016

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023, for
a Person-to-Person transfer to Oh’ Brian’s
Pour House trading as Oh’ Brian’s Pour
House at 200 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023 of the Plenary Retail
Consumption License #2005-33-004-009
heretofore issued to Wanchie, LLC trading
as, Oh’ Brian’s Pour House at 200 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

The person who holds an interest in this
license is:

Sean Flannery
1111 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
R.M.C., Fanwood Borough Clerk, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023.

Oh’ Brian’s Pour House
200 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
2 T - 01/07/16 &
01/14/16, The Times Fee: $55.08

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Tax Help Open to Residents
Of Cranford and Garwood

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department,
in conjunction with the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), has announced it will ac-
cept appointments for free tax as-
sistance.

Cranford and Garwood taxpay-
ers can call the recreation and parks
department at (908) 709-7283 to
reserve a time slot with a tax prac-
titioner. Hourly appointments are
being made on either Mondays or
Fridays beginning Friday, January
29, from noon, 1:30 p.m. and 3
p.m.

All appointments will be at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, in
Room 204. The last appointment
to receive tax assistance will be
Friday, April 15. No appointments
will be made on Monday, February
15 (Presidents’ Day), and Friday,
March 25 (Good Friday), as the
Community Center will be closed.

This service is for residents of

Cranford and Garwood, and is
geared to senior citizens and area
residents with low to moderate in-
come. Filing assistance is provided
for Federal and New Jersey state
income tax returns, and the Prop-
erty Tax Reimbursement Program
(PTR 1 and 2). Federal and state
returns are filed electronically.

Participants should bring the fol-
lowing information: copies of Fed-
eral and State returns for 2014
along with 2015 wages, interest,
dividends, capital gains, Social Se-
curity, etc. (forms 1099, 1099R,
1099B-W2 and SSA), and Prop-
erty Tax Bill (2015). Additionally,
participants are asked to bring a
form of identification and, if re-
questing direct deposit or payment,
a blank check showing account
number and routing number.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-42

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following is the schedule of Township Committee Meetings
for the Year 2016, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken at Workshop or Official
Meetings, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Conference Meetings and Workshop Meetings will
be held in Room 108, and Official Meetings will be held in Room 107, Council Chambers;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Workshop Meetings will be held at 7:30 PM,
Conference Meetings at 7:30 PM, and Official Meetings at 8:00 PM; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that during combined Workshop and Official Meeting
dates, the Workshop Meeting will be held at 7:00 PM and the Official Meeting at 8:00 PM.

Combined Workshop Conference Meeting
and and

Official Meeting Workshop Meeting Official Meeting
January 11 January 12
January 25 January 26
February 8 February 9
February 22 February 23

March 7 March 8
March 21 March 22
April 11 April 12
April 25 April 26
May 9 May 10

May 23 May 24
June 13 June 14
June 27 June 28
July 11 July 12

August 15 August 16
September 12 September 13
September 26 September 27

October 4 October 24 October 25
November 14 November 28 November 29

December 12 December 13

Certified to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the
Township of Cranford at a meeting held January 4, 2016.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-033372-15
FILE NO. 20763-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KING ESTATES, LLC; EKANDIN, LLC;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK C/F ACTLIEN HOLDING
INC. is the plaintiff and KING ESTATES,
LLC, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-033372-15 within thirty-five
(35) days after January 14, 2016 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-0532, sold
on 10/9/2014, dated 10/15/2014, and was
recorded on 12/11/2014 in Book 13856 at
Page 76, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK C/F
ACTLIEN HOLDING INC. and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK C/
F ACTLIEN HOLDING INC. This covers
real estate located in PLAINFIELD, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 14 BLOCK 606 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of PLAINFIELD and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 402-04 EAST
4TH STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, KING ESTATES, LLC and
EKANDIN, LLC, are made party defen-
dants to the above foreclosure action be-
cause you are the owners of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
DATED:  January 8, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $63.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009255-15
FILE NO. 19836-15.A

NOTICE TO REDEEM

SB MUNI % LBNJ, PLAINTIFF
VS. WAYNE CARTER; LINDA
CARTER, HIS WIFE; FLEET
FINANCE, INC.; FIDELITY
TAX CORPORATION;
DANILO DEGUZMAN; DAISY
DEGUZMAN; ARDLEIGH
PARK CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION, INC.; CRUSADER
SERVICING CORPORATION;
LADENIA COUSINS;
MONMOUTH COUNTY TREA-
SURER; CORNELL HALL A/
K/A CORNELL HALL NURS-
ING AND REHABILITATION
CENTER; BENEFICIAL OF
NEW JERSEY INC;
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COM-
PANY; MIDDLESEX COUNTY
BOARD OF SOCIAL SER-
VICES; OVERLOOK HOSPI-
TAL; FIA CARD SERVICES
NA N/K/A BANK OF AMERICA
NA; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: FIDELITY TAX CORPORATION;
DANILO DEGUZMAN; DAISY
DEGUZMAN; LADENIA COUSINS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 31, 2015, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 16, 2016 be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of ROSELLE , located at 210
CHESTNUT STREET, ROSELLE, NEW
JERSEY 07203 as the time and place
when and where you may pay to the plain-
tiff the amount so found due for principal
and interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 93.C029A BLOCK 1403 on the tax
duplicate of ROSELLE. Total amount re-
quired to redeem tax sale certificate no.
12-024 is $27,584.46, together with inter-
est from December 19, 2015 and costs of
$1,152.21.

LOT 93C029B BLOCK 1403 on the tax
duplicate of  ROSELLE. Total amount re-
quired to redeem tax sale certificate no.
12-025 is $29,365.91, together with inter-
est from December 19, 2015 and costs of
$1,152.21.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on Wednesday,
January 27, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a hearing on
the application of the undersigned. The
property in question is located at: 233
LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, also known as Block 64 Lots 6.01, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Ledger, owned
by Fanwood Crossing III Urban Renewal,
LLC.

The applicant requests elimination
of the condition in the original Resolu-
tion of Memorialization Granting Pre-
liminary and Final Site Plan Approval
and Redevelopment Plan Variance to
Fanwood Crossing II Urban Renewal,
LLC and Fanwood Crossing III Urban
Renewal, LLC Block 64, Lots 5.01, 6.01
and 6.01 Application Nos. 2-2013, 3-
2013 and 4-2013 at paragraph 40 of said
resolution that the east turret be elimi-
nated. Additionally, the applicant re-
quests a lot line adjustment to accom-
modate the portico at the main en-
trance to the residential lobby.

Variance Requested: None. Permitted:
N/A. Present: N/A. Proposed: N/A

The applicant will also seek such other
relief or variances as may be determined
necessary at the public hearing based
upon review of the application or
amendment(s) to the application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM – 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the Rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant
Fanwood Crossing III Urban Renewal, LLC

Attorney for Applicants
David A. Checchio, Esq.

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before March 17,
2016 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “RESIDENTIAL BULKY
WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL
2016” in accordance with the Specifica-
tions and Information to Bidders prepared
by the Township. At that time and place,
such bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. No bids shall be received other than
at the time and place herein designated for
their receipt, unless mailed to the Town-
ship Clerk for receipt at the designated
time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable, beginning
January 14, 2016. Written questions re-
garding the bid specifications may be sub-
mitted to the Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 on or before March 3,
2016.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“RESIDENTIAL BULKY WASTE COL-
LECTION AND DISPOSAL 2016”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $ 63.75

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on February 1, 2016, in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 E.
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing application. Malcolm Borlenghi as
Trustee of the Malcolm L. Borlenghi
Family Trust seeks minor subdivision
approval for a lot line adjustment affecting
the properties at 815 and 819 Standish
Avenue, tax lots 16 and 17 in Block 509 on
the tax map of the Town of Westfield.
These properties are located in the R-12
zone district. Applicant seeks no new vari-
ances. However, further variances, waiv-
ers, or exceptions may be sought as ap-
propriate in the course of the hearing.
Plans and the application are on file in the
office of the Secretary of the Planning
Board, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and are available to be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Kenneth L. Leiby, Jr., Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PUBLIC LIBRARY
2016 MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given. The Board of
Trustees of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary adopted the following board meeting
schedule for 2016. All dates are Mondays.

January 25
February 22

March 21
April 18
May 16
June 20
July 18

No meeting in August
September 19

October 17
November 21
December 12

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM in the meet-
ing room of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary.  The Mountainside Public Library is
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, New Jersey.

Lynn Favreau
Director, Mountainside Public Library

1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Cranford Twp. Makes
Committe Appointments

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Please be advised that in compliance
with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, the
Cranford Board of Health has scheduled
the meetings.  The meetings’ dates will be
held on February 22, May 23, September
12 and November 14, 2016 in Room 108 of
the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey at 7:00 P.M.
1 T - 1/14/16, The Leader Fee: $12.24

CRANFORD -- The following ap-
pointments were made at the Town-
ship Committee’s reorganization
meeting:

Commissioner of Finance, Patrick
F. Giblin; Commissioner of Public
Safety, Mary O’Connor; Commis-
sioner of Public Affairs, Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr.; Planning Board,
Kathleen Murray (Class II, Environ-
mental Commission, three years),
Peter Taylor (Class IV, four years),
Julie Didzbalis (alternate no. 2, two
years). Library Board, Jeffrey Young
(five years) and Patrick F.Giblin (com-
mittee liaison);

Emergency Management Council:
Police Chief James Wozniak (coordi-
nator, three years); Fire Chief Daniel
Czeh and Fire Lt. Matthew Lubin,
(deputy coordinatorse); Mayor Andis
Kalnins; Town Administrator Terence
Wall; Monika Koscova-Jencik (sani-
tarian); Marilyn Birnbaum; Carl
O’Brien; Steven Wardell; Richard
Belluscio; Edward Davenport; Mar-
garet (Peg) Pipchick; Ron Marotta
and Michael Beams.

Environmental Commission:
Nelson Dittmar (three years),
Kathleen Murray (planning board
representative, three years), Donald
Jones (three years), John Hrebin (al-
ternate No. 2, two years), Daniel
Aschenbach (associate member, one
year), Alyssa Frediani (associate
member, one year), William King
(associate member, one year), Frank
Klapinski (associate member, one
year), Edward O’Malley (associate
member, one year), Patricia Pavlak
(associate member, one year), Ana
Pinto (associate member, one year),
David Pringle (associate member, one
year), Lawrence Russo (associate
member, one year), Mary Sudiak (as-
sociate member, one year), Nelson
Dittmar (chairman, one year), and
Mary O’Connor (deputy mayor/liai-
son).

Mayoral Appointments to Historic
Preservation Advisory Board: Ronald
Meeks (class c/alternate no. 2, two
years), Victor Bary (associate mem-
ber, one year), Michael Mason (asso-
ciate member, one year), Julie Murphy
(associate member, one year), Nancy
Price (associate member, one year),
Stephen Price (associate member, one
year), Maureen Strazdon (chair-
woman, one year), Patrick F. Giblin
(commissioner/liaison); Tree Advisory
Board: Barbara Krause (three years),
Michael Venditti (three years), Frank
D’Antonio (three years), James
Nichnadowicz (county advisor, one
year), Michael Bange (associate mem-
ber, one year), and Mary O’Connor
(commissioner/liaison). Board of Edu-
cation Liaison: Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr.; Approved Engineers: Maser Con-
sulting, NV5 Northeast Inc., Hatch
Mott MacDonald, PEi-Prestige Envi-
ronmental, Becht Engineering, Grotto
Engineering, M. Disko Associates, and
Atlantic Engineering Laboratories.

Township Engineer (one year), Carl
O’Brien; Township Attorney (one
year), Diane Dabulas; qualified pur-
chasing agent, Jennifer Burns; Audi-
tors, Suplee Clooney and Co.; Bond
Counsel, Steven Rogut; Tax Appeal
Legal Services: McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney and Carpenter, LLC;
Palumbo, Renaud and DeAppolonio;
Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and Fader,
LLC, and Mauro Savo; Public De-
fender (one year), John DeMassi; Al-
ternate Public Defender (one year),
Jared B. Weiss; Municipal Prosecu-
tor (one year), Robert P. Donovan;
Alternate Municipal Prosecutor (one
year), Paul Scalia;

Labor Attorney Services: McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter,
LLP; Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Fader, LLC, and Bauch Zucker
Hatfield, LLC.; General Litigation
Services: Rogut McCarthy, LLC;
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney and
Carpenter, LLP; Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt and Fader, LLC, and
Mauro Savo; Environmental Legal
Services: Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt
and Fader, LLC; Mauro Savo; Rede-
velopment Legal Services: Florio,
Perrucci, Steinhardt and Fader, LLC;

and Jeffery R. Surenian and Associ-
ates.

Planning Services: Maser Consult-
ing and Matrix New World; Appraisal
Services – Appraisal Associates, Inc.,
Timothy Hoffman, Inc., and Associ-
ated Appraisal Group; Land Subdivi-
sion Searcher (one year), Carl
O’Brien; Municipal Improvement
Searcher (one year), Carl O’Brien,
and Township Potable/Navigable
Water Reporting Agent, Carl O’Brien;
Development Review Committee
(one year): Kathleen Prunty and Carl
O’Brien; Commissioner Liaison for
Senior Citizen Issues: Mary
O’Connor; Commissioner Liaison to
the Chamber of Commerce, Mayor
Andis Kalnins; Airplane Noise Pol-
lution Committee, Wayne D. Green-
stone, William Ilaria, Jeff Pistol,
Michael Rockliff, and Mary
O’Connor (commissioner/liaison).

Buildings, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Committee: Mayor Andis
Kalnins (chairman); Patrick F. Giblin
(commissioner/liaison); Administra-
tor Terence M. Wall; Diane Dabulas,
Peter J. Barnett and Carl O’Brien;
Cable TV Advisory Committee: Ed-
ward Davenport (chairperson), Timo-
thy Davies, Gerry Dobbins, Chris-
tine Hoffman, Anne Occi, Robert
Pipchick, Michael Plick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald C.
Smith, Ann Steinbach, George
Steinbach, Donna Vaupel, Bernhard
Wagenblast, and Mary O’Connor
(commissioner/chairperson); Clean
Communities Committee: Marc
Brown, Myron Borden, Nelson
Dittmar Jr., Martin Schwartz, and
Thomas H. Hannen (commissioner/
chairperson); Downtown District
Management Corporation: Mary
O’Connor (one year, commissioner/
liaison), Thomas O’Brien (three
years, resident), Paul LaCorte (three
years, owner), Stefanie Lalor (three
years, proprietor/business employee),
and Barry O’Donovan (three years,
proprietor/business employee).

Flood Control Advisory Commit-
tee: Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. (commis-
sioner/liaison), Carl O’Brien, Daniel
J. Aschenbach, Mark Bagniewski, Ri-
chard Buontempo, Robert Colonna,
John DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher,
Walter Gallagher, Ellen Hunt, Natalia
Knapp, Louis Lambe, Ronald
Margulis, James Masterson, Nicho-
las Melchiorre, Emil Metz, Elaine
Meyer, Joseph Musillo, Barry
O’Donovan, Michael Pender, Judy
Pender, Robert I. Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Jeremy Tomlinson, and Saul
Zucker.

Parking Committee: Michael
Venditti, Charles Baniewicz, Police
Chief James Wozniak, Lt. Edward
Davenport (chairperson), Barry
O’Donovan, Kathleen Miller Prunty,
and Mary O’Connor (commissioner/
liaison).

Planning Board: Mayor Andis
Kalnins (Class I, one year), Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor (Class III,
one year); Commissioner/Liaison to
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(one year), Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.;
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition: Hugh
Welsh (liaison, Cameron Andre (al-
ternate liaison).

Recreation and Parks Advisory
Board: Recreation Director Stephen
Robertazzi, Craig Miklencic
(Cranford West Committee liaison),
Donald Barone (senior citizen repre-
sentative), Brian Andrews, Luis
Bringuier, Susan Cave, Peter Coates,
Mark Dinglestedt, Marita Dow,
Martha Garcia (chairperson), Maria
Harris, Kevin Illing, Stephani
Kwiatkowski, Deborah Leber,
Carolyn Capone Pugliese, Heinz
Ricken, Laura Schoppman, Wally
Shackell, Catherine Sheridan, Donald
Sweeney, and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
(commissioner/liaison).

Appointments Told for
Town of Westfield

WESTFIELD -- Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and the Town Coun-
cil approved the following municipal
appointments at the January 3rd reor-
ganization meeting:

Planning Board Liaison (one year):
Councilman Sam Della Fera; Board
of Adjustment (four years): Robert
Benacchio and Chris Masciale; alter-
nate II (one-year), James Kelly; Spe-
cial Improvement District Board: resi-
dent member (two years), Steve
Silverman; property owner (three
years), Alan DeRose; merchant (three
years), Lisa Marvin; Council Desig-
nee (one year), Sam Della Fera; Mayor
Designee (one year), Stephanie Walsh;
ex Officio (one year), Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea.

Municipal Prosecutor (one year),
Anthony Prieto; Public Defender (one
year), Gavin Handwerker; official
newspapers (one year): The Westfield
Leader and The Star-Ledger.

Board of Health: Jaclyn Kirna
(three years), Maria LoGrippo (alter-
nate no. 1, two years), David Weinman
(four years), Tom O’Neill (four years)
and Council Liaison, David Oliveira
(one year).

Recreation Commission: Peter
Echausse (chairman, one year), Jeff
O’Connor (three years), James Foerst
(three years), and council liaison,
Frank Arena (one year). Historic Pres-
ervation Commission: David Hagan
(Class A, four years), Joseph Biren
(Class B, four years), Peter Brooks
(Class B, four years), Erin Romano
(alternate no. 2, two years) and coun-
cil liaison, Vicki Kimmins (one year).

Board of Architectural Review:
Roger Studwell (three years) and
Fernando Martinez (three years). Tree
Preservation Commission: Melanie
Singer (two years) and council liaison,
Sam Della Fera (one year). Memorial
Library Board: Robyn Kirna (five

years), David Molowa (five years), Jes-
sica Brooks (two years) and council
liaison, Vicki Kimmins (one year).

Communications Advisory Board:
Joe McHugh (three years). Westfield
Housing Commission: Joseph Farella
(ex officio, one year), John DeSena
(ex officio, one year), Katherine
Clifford (one year) and Ronald
Bansky (one year).

Planning Board: Frank Smith (one
year), Bill West (alternate no. 2, two
years), Town Engineer Kris
McAloon (Class II, one year).
Mayor’s Designee, Kenneth
Donnelly (one year). Community
Development Revenue Sharing
Committee (one year): John DeSena;
Insurance Advisory Board (three
years), Michael Csorba and Michael
Cash. Solid Waste Advisory Board
(one year): Vincent Spera. Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board (one year): John Morgan and
George Lanzano (alternate).

Air Traffic Advisory Board (one
year): Jerome Feder and Greg
Baschkoff; Chamber of Commerce li-
aison, Councilman Mark LoGrippo;
Union County League of Municipali-
ties: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky; Board
of Education Liaison, Councilman Sam
Della Fera; 2nd Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation Liaison: Mayor
Skibitsky; Municipal Alliance/PANDA
Liaison, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.

Town Council Committees:
Finance Policy Committee: JoAnn

Neylan, chair, Frank Arena, vice-chair,
Sam Della Fera and David Oliveira.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee: Keith Loughlin,
chair, Mark LoGrippo, vice-chair,
JoAnn Neylan and Doug Stokes.

Code Review and Town Property
Committee: Sam Della Fera, chair,
Vicki Kimmins, vice-chair, Keith
Loughlin and Mark LoGrippo.

Public Works Committee: David
Oliveira, chair, Doug Stokes, vice-
chair, Vicki Kimmins and Frank Arena.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $95.

Call (908) 654-6091

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Furnished Office
Space available immediately. Elm
Street location. $800/mo. includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

PT/FT DENTAL RECEPTIONIST

Busy modern dental practice in
Gillette. Experience necessary.
Eaglesoft knowledge a plus. Ben-
efits available. Great Opportunity.
Please email resume to
msullivan@gillettedentalcare.com

FT OPERATIONS MANAGER

Educational center in
Mountainside seeking organized
& efficient individual for FT
Operations Manager position.
Duties include basic book-
keeping, managing office
operations, marketing, and
networking. Must be proficient on
a MacBook, have strong computer
skills & fluency with Microsoft
Excel. Knowledge of Google Drive
preferred. Email resume to
ckahana@searchaba.com

FOR SALE

2004 Subaru Legacy Wagon.
One owner, well maintained,

96800 miles. $4000.
Call/text (908) 377-5153

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Plan-
ning Board Meeting of the Township of
Scotch Plains held on January 11, 2016
the Board adopted the following Resolu-
tion:

Joseph and Malgorzata Filipek, 1103
Hetfield Avenue, Block 8405, Lot 1, was
denied an application for a minor subdivi-
sion.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 1/14/16, The Times Fee: $13.77

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
HAPPY HEARTS...The Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living residence, along with
Fanwood-based safety training company Little Hearts, Big World, will sponsor
the 2016 Go Red for Women’s Health event on Friday, February 5, from 6:30 to
9 p.m. It will be held at The Chelsea, 295 South Avenue, Fanwood, and will feature
local vendors, free chair massages, free blood pressure screenings, light food, a
raffle and giveaways. Go Red is a national campaign of the American Heart
Association to raise awareness of women’s heart health, focusing on recognizing
symptoms of heart attack in women and promoting a healthy lifestyle. Pictured
at last year’s event, from left to right, are: Chelsea Executive Director Jennifer
Ricci, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Little Hearts, Big World owner Melissa
Padulsky, addressing guests. Pre-registration is not required.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Hateful Eight
Guiltily Affable
3 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

You laugh in conflicted appreciation
of Quentin Tarantino’s The Hateful
Eight, a throwback Western
contemporized with the director’s sig-
nature nihilism. Yep, it’s plenty violent,
pardner…permeated with it, you might
even say. You can’t watch this latest
example of the filmmaker’s brutality
beyond the pale without contemplating
the curious niche he has carved for
himself, a strange world of ironic jus-
tice and topsy-turvy morality full of
guilty thrills.

But while iterating similar sensibili-
ties in most of his films, the auteur has
honed his style to the point where he
can surprise and abash us nonetheless.
Any sentimentality exhibited is to the
notion of cinema itself, and rarely to his
characters, who he’ll shockingly sacri-
fice just to emphasize his detachment.
The opening credits proudly announce
that this is “The 8th Film from Quentin
Tarantino,” pretentiously delivering it
like a gold-wrapped, limited issue of
Belgian chocolates. And, indeed, it is
handcrafted, doubtlessly a pored over
labor of love.

The controversial, self-taught direc-
tor, the sore thumb you can’t overlook
in a sea of film school virtuosos, has
exhibited virtually no range outside his
barbarous bailiwick (i.e.-”Pulp Fiction,”
“Kill Bill Volumes I & II”). But then, Ty
Cobb didn’t venture out to poetry, ei-
ther. Rather, Mr. Tarantino has stuck to
his modern, film noir penchant for mal-
ice and treachery, limiting his growth to
a never-ending exploration of
Moviedom. His technique increasingly
benefits from classical mechanisms re-
vivified and loving paeans to film his-
tory sewed into his works’ fabric.

For example, in introducing his char-
acters and the scenario in which they’ve
been thrown, he makes no bones about
the apparent, derivative nature, instead
suggesting that these are clichés worth
celebrating and, methinks, analogous
to comfort food for the quirky Quentin
Tarantino. I bought in, rather gladly.
Good Westerns are a rarity these days
and, truth be told, I’ve a sneaky suspi-
cion that the writer-director’s revision-
ist take on post-Civil War Wyoming,
examined in the dead of winter, is prob-
ably much truer than what the tradi-
tional white and black hats told us.

This is some crew, let me tell you, the
protagonist honors shared by a troika of
desperadoes. Act 1, Scene 1, a stage-
coach, not unlike the one John Ford’s
1939 movie was named after, is halted
by Major Marquis Warren, a bounty
hunter portrayed by Samuel L. Jack-
son. Stranded in the approaching bliz-
zard with three corpses, the fruits of his
labor, he asks to climb aboard. A nifty,
expository repartee ensues, a bit of

shoptalk, as the passenger just happens
to be a bounty hunter, too, and is taking
his catch, the vile Daisy Domergue
(Jennifer Jason Leigh), to market.

John “The Hangman” Ruth, depicted
by Kurt Russell thanks to yet another of
Mr. Tarantino’s thespic resurrections,
differs from his colleague as concerns
the “dead or alive” stipulation on wanted
posters, which explains the nickname.
He’ll fit in well with the intimidating
group of motleys that awaits at Minnie’s
Haberdashery, a way station in the ab-
solute middle of nowhere. Something’s
going on here that’s for the moviemaker
to know and us to find out, much in the
manner of what detective tale enthusi-
asts call a cozy mystery.

Only in this case, there’s a sharp slice
of icy wind intermittently shooting
through the rough-hewn “parlor,” and
the witty inferences, accusations and
deductions are regularly sprinkled with
four-lettered favorites…a six-gun usu-
ally aimed at someone to emphasize the
point. But if you’re the sort who prides
yourself on figuring out who’s who and
what in tarnation is going on, be aware
there’s a bit of a switch that will be
explained via flashback before the saga
resumes and moseys to its startling
climax. Good, tongue-in-cheek narra-
tion keeps us from getting confused.

The ensemble performances are all
stellar, but Miss Havisham’s crusty,
rotted cake goes to Jennifer Jason Leigh.
The actress’ wretched, unseemly Daisy
Domergue, chained for the bulk of the
film to her self-righteous captor, is an
evil force to be reckoned with, her
malevolent gaze reminiscent of the
otherworldly resolve Linda Blair im-
parted in The Exorcist (1973).  Ooh,
she’s bad. But then they’re all bad, or
hateful as the title alludes, in varying
degrees, which causes us to apply a
sliding scale when deciding who should
be left standing in the end.

It’s a bit nutty when a character be-
moans the sudden worthlessness of a
potential bounty because his head has
been blown off, thus rendering him
unidentifiable. But such are the rumi-
nations of the fringe humans who oft
populate the scab in our movie tastes
that Tarantino’s opuses keep picking
at. While devotees will devour all
three hours and seven minutes of this
movie, lips smacking, and cineastes
will praise its craft, we otherwise
normal folk may be wont to wonder if
it’s something in our primeval past
that causes us to like The Hateful
Eight.

***
The Hateful Eight, rated R, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Quentin Tarantino and stars Jenni-
fer Jason Leigh, Samuel L. Jackson,
and Kurt Russell. Running time: 187
minutes

Central Jersey's

Come Home to Comfort!
With a great deal on
Air Conditioning or

Heating for your home!

Deal directly with the owner:
Edward Iarrapino, President

Master HVACR Contractor • NJ license#19HC00066100

Deal directly with the owner, no pushy sales reps!

Call Today! 848-200-7600
www.FCComfort.com

a division of Iarrapino heating & cooling

120 Liberty Street • Metuchen

$500 off

$250 off

$50 off

Heating and
A/C System

Any Heating
System

Installed
Dehumidifier

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

Beauty and the Beast, Jr.
Features Local Cast

READY FOR THE STAGE...The cast of Beauty and the Beast, Jr. took a break
from rehearsing to pose for a photo. The show opens on Friday, January 22 at the
Woodland Theater in Maplewood.

Registration Open for
Workshops at Arts Guild

MAPLEWOOD – Front & Center
for Performing Arts will present a
new look at Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast, Jr. Based on the 1994 Broad-
way production and Disney’s 1991
animated feature film, Front & Cen-
ter for Performing Arts cast of ap-
proximately 60 local students bring
this production to life.

“Beauty and the Beast is such a
beautifully classic story. But beyond
the fairy tale, it carries with it the
message that beauty is found within
and what makes us unique is what
makes us beautiful.  I feel so honored
to have the opportunity to work on
this piece with a truly talented group
of young students,” said Renee
Celeste, Artistic Director.

The show will open Friday, Janu-
ary 22 at 7:30 p.m. with additional
performances on Saturday, January
23 at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, January 24 at 1 p.m. at The

Woodland Theater, (Formerly
Women’s Club of Maplewood), 60
Woodland Road, Maplewood.

Tickets are $28. Seating is assigned.
Tickets can be purchased through
Brown Paper Tickets at http://
fncbeautyandbeast.brownpapertickets.com

Local cast members include: Jes-
sica Cordoso (ensemble) of Clark;
Abigail Galm (Cogsworth), Mia Galm
(Silly girl/dancing napkin), Sarah
Craven (Silly Girl/dancing napkin),
Sasha Proper (aristocratic lady) of
Mountainside; Allison Miller
(Babbett) of Scotch Plains; and Olivia
Rhunke (Mrs. Potts), Avery Brooks
(Milkmaid), Libby Verga (Egg seller),
Lila Martin (Narrator) of Westfield.

Front & Center offers individuals
of all ages and skill levels, the oppor-
tunity to grow and develop artisti-
cally and personally in a nurturing
environment. For more information
visit www.front-n-center.com.

RAHWAY – Registration is open
for Winter workshops for adults at
Arts Guild New Jersey. The Arts Guild
will be offering three workshops on
Saturday, January 30 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.: Pastel Painting taught by Sam
Vega, Techniques in Colored Pencil
and Ink Wash taught by Robert Kogge,
and Zen-Doodle taught by Nick
Mockoviak. All workshops will be
held in our studio classroom space on
the corner of Easterbrook and Milton
Avenues in Rahway at the Senior
Center Annex, 175 West Milton Av-
enue.

The fee for Pastel Painting is $85
for Art Guild Members and $95 for
non-members. Create colorful art-
works by drawing/ painting with soft
and hard chalk pastels. Using photo-
graphs or working from a still life set-
up, this workshop will guide you in
techniques of creating pastel paint-
ings using time-honored techniques.
Also learn to use pastel as an en-
hancement to black & white draw-
ings that you have drawn beforehand.
A materials list will be emailed to you
after registering for this workshop.

The fee for Techniques in Colored
Pencil and Ink Wash is $85 for Art
Guild Members and $95 for non-
members. This class will present tech-
nique working with colored pencils
on a canvas toned with a dark ink
wash. This is an excellent method of

creating naturalistic artworks with
relatively simple means. Students can
use reference materials such as pho-
tographs, take subject matter directly
from nature or do a version of some-
thing they've completed in a different
medium. Individual attention will be
provided to all. A materials list will be
emailed to you after registering for
this workshop.

The fee for Zen-Doodle is $85 for
Art Guild Members and $95 for non-
members. Everyone can doodle and
if you can doodle, you can create
colorful Zen-Doodle patterns. Using
markers and white paper students will
learn to achieve complex patterns in
color that will amaze and please you.
Create beautiful and intricate draw-
ings just by using common lines and
shapes. In Zen-Doodle, anyone can
create interesting and wonderful art-
work. This relaxing creative process
requires no artistic experience or
background knowledge. Zen-Doodle
helps to relieve stress and help with
improving focus, one line at a time.
Drawing experience not required. A
materials list will be emailed to you
after registering for this workshop.

For more information about these
workshops, as well as our regular 8-
week art classes, access the online
course catalog at www.agnj.org (Art
Classes page) or call (732) 381-7511
to request a printed flyer.

New Jersey Internet Radio
Going Off The Air

REGION – On Sataurday, January
30 and Sunday, January 31
BlowUpRadio.com will be doing the
final broadcast on their internet radio
station.  Dubbed, “Blowing Up The
Radio”, the two day broadcast will
feature numerous in-studio guests, as
well as playing songs from some of
the many New Jersey bands that
BlowUpRadio.com has been playing
over the last 15 years.

“It comes with great regret that
after recently celebrating our 15th
anniversary of being ‘Where NJ Rock
Lives’, that we are being forced to
shut down the internet radio station
component of our site,” said Lazlo,
founder of BlowUpRadio.com, “Rest
assured that even though this is the
end of our internet radio stream, I am
already hard at work on the next phase
of how BlowUpRadio.com will con-
tinue to promote New Jersey’s indie
music scene.”

Just days after BlowUpRadio.com

celebrated its 15th anniversary, the
Copyright Royalty Board handed
down their decision on internet royal-
ties for 2016-2020. The new rates
were a steep increase, and a provision
for small, hobbyist, broadcasters like
BlowUpRadio.com, was removed
from the new decision. This led to
Live365, the host of
BlowUpRadio.com’s internet radio
station, to announce that they were
closing on January 31.

“Rather than go out with a whim-
per, or maudlin retrospective, we de-
cided to have a two day party.  I’ve
had 15 amazing years doing
BlowUpRadio.com, and met a lot of
amazing local musicians.  A handful
of the thousands of musicians I have
played on BlowUpRadio.com over
the years will be here during our live
broadcast to perform live on the air.”

More information, and how to lis-
ten to the final broadcast, can be
found at BlowUpRadio.com.

 Paper Mill Receives Two
People’s Choice Nominations

Choral Arts Society
Announces Winter Concert
WESTFIELD – Choral Art Soci-

ety of New Jersey, the Westfield-based
chorus under the direction of conduc-
tor Martin Sedek, will perform its
annual Winter Concert at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue, on Sun-
day, January 24 at 3 p.m. Come hear
one of the most monumental works in
the choral canon as the chorus is
joined by organ, strings, and profes-
sional soloists in this timeless master-
piece depicting the biblical story of
the Creation.

Completed in 1798 after three years
of toil, The Creation embodies the
composer’s brightest genius. Haydn
was usually a very rapid composer,
but he labored at this oratorio with a
sort of reverential humility, which
never permitted him to think his work
worthy or complete. When the mas-
terpiece first premiered in Vienna,
the city was forced to dispatch 30

policemen to keep order as a crush of
citizens mobbed the theatre, hoping
to join the elite few invited to the
exclusive event.

With members from Union,
Somerset, Bergen, Hudson, and
Middlesex counties, Choral Art Soci-
ety of New Jersey is a non-profit
community chorus dedicated to the
study and performance of great cho-
ral works. The group stages concerts
of choral works in January and May
and hosts a community Messiah Sing
each December. More information
about the choir can be found at
www.casofnj.com.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

UCPAC presents Girls Night:
The Musical January 30

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house is pleased to announce its
nomination for Favorite Theater to
See a Musical and Favorite Theater
Camp in the 2016 JerseyArts.com
People’s Choice Awards. Now in its
eighth year, the yearly awards pro-
gram run by Discover Jersey Arts
pays tribute to the work of New
Jersey’s vital, vibrant and diverse
arts organizations. With the ballots
now prepped, it’s time for arts lov-
ers across the state to vote for their
favorite N.J. arts organizations.

The public is invited to vote at:
www.JerseyArts.com/Vote

“Paper Mill Playhouse is thrilled
to receive nominations for both our
mainstage productions and our arts
education initiatives," stated Todd
Schmidt, Paper Mill Playhouse
Managing Director. “We’re honored
to be recognized by our fellow col-
leagues, and to be a part of such a
strong arts community that drives
one another to thrive. We hope our
patrons will also support us by vot-
ing in this year’s awards.”

Paper Mill Playhouse and the
other contenders in the 2016
People’s Choice Awards were nomi-
nated by their peers through the
Jersey Arts Marketers network,
which is made up of hundreds of
nonprofit arts groups across the
state. Now, 10 arts districts and 100
organizations—the largest number
of nominees the Awards has re-
ceived since its creation in 2008—
will compete in 16 categories, in-
cluding favorite performing arts
center, dance company, art gallery,

choral group and more.
“We have seen the number of

nominees grow again this year,
which truly illustrates the breadth
and quality of art we have in our
state,” said Adam Perle, President
& CEO of ArtPride New Jersey,
which cosponsors the Discover Jer-
sey Arts program with the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts. “Our
amazing cultural community works
together to build each other up and
secure N.J. as one of the top desti-
nations for arts and culture.”

Public voting began January 6
and runs through Thursday, Febru-
ary 11. Winners will be announced
and honored in early March at the
New Jersey Conference on Tourism
in Atlantic City.

For a full list of nominees and
categories, please visit
www.JerseyArts.com/Vote.

RAHWAY – The Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC)
invites women to share the fun and
laughter at a hilarious, feel-good com-
edy when it presents Girls Night: The
Musical  on Saturday, January 30 at 8
p.m. at the UCPAC Mainstage.

Girls Night: The Musical has been
thrilling audiences and earning raves
from critics throughout North
America since it began touring after
its sensational Off-Broadway debut.
This touching and hilarious "tell-it-
like-it-is" musical takes audiences on
a journey into the lives of a group of
five female friends who re-live their
past, celebrate their present and look
to the future on a wild and hilarious
karaoke night out - and you'll recog-

nize a bit of yourselves in every one
of them. Audience members can't help
but laugh, cry and even find them-
selves singing and dancing in the aisles
as some of the most popular hit songs
of the '80s and '90s make this musical
a fan favorite. Girls Night is bursting
with energy and is packed with the
hits "Lady Marmalade," "It's Raining
Men," "Man I Feel Like a Woman," "I
Will Survive," "We are Family" and
many more. "Mix a bit of Desperate
Housewives with Sex and the City
and Mamma Mia and you've got the
hit, 'Girls Night: The Musical!'" says
Las Vegas Round the Clock..

Discounts are available for groups
of 10 or more. UCPAC's Mainstage is
located at 1601 Irving Street in the
heart of Rahway's Arts District and
easily accessible to major roads and
public transportation. To purchase
tickets or for more information, call
the box office at (732) 499-8226 or
visit the website at www.ucpac.org.

Jazz Artists Offer Children's
Music Workshops at UCPAC

RAHWAY – World renowned jazz
artists and Rahway's own, Reut Regev
and Igal Foni will present Basics of
Rhythm and Melody workshops for
children on Saturday, January 16 and
Saturday, February 20 at Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC).

Regev and Foni are professional
music educators and will show chil-
dren how to create instant composi-
tions with simple melodies and
rhythms. No previous musical expe-
rience is necessary. Part drum circle,
part music class and part performance,
Regev and Foni's Rhythm and Music
Workshop offers hands-on musical
experience, knowledge and inspira-

tion. Children attending this work-
shop will learn musical fundamentals
and have the chance to put what they
learn into practice.

Workshop 1 is Saturday, January
16 from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Loft at
UCPAC and is intended for children
ages five to seven. Workshop 2 is
Saturday, February 20 from 2 to 3
p.m. at Hamilton Stage and is in-
tended for children ages eight to10.
The cost for each workshop is $10
per child and slots are limited. The
workshops are sponsored in part by
the C.R. Bard Foundation. To regis-
ter or for more information, call the
box office at (732) 499-8226 or visit
www.ucpac.org/education.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

goleader.com/subscribe
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WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-233-2700  www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923. 
Financial assistance is available.  like us at westfieldareay! 

BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES 
LEARN MORE ABOUT EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMS AT A 

CHILD CARE EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 (snow date: 1/24):   

10:00AM-Noon, Bauer Branch 

¶ Preschool, Full-Day Kindergarten & Enrichments 

11:00AM-12:30PM, Early Learning Center (Elm St.) 

¶ Full-Day Early Learning Programs (ages 6 mos.-5 yrs.)  

9:00-11:00AM, Main Y Facility 

¶ Full-Day Kindergarten, Kindergarten  
Wraparound 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 (snow date: 1/31):   

9:00-11:00AM, Garwood Family Center Y 

¶ Full-Day and Half-Day Early Learning  
Programs and Summer Camp 

Westfield locations 

 

¶ 10% off paid-in-full 

camps through 1/30 (not 

for before/after/combo care), 

multiple child discount, 

membership special 

¶ Enter raffle for one week 

of traditional camp (at the 

Main Facility Open House)  

CAMP OPEN HOUSES! 

5:00-7:00PM  

Wednesday, 1/21 
at the Main Facility 

 

9:00–11:00AM 

Saturday,1/30  
at the Garwood Family Center Y 

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Agent, International President's Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2014
Top 4% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

721 Crescent Pkwy, Westfield Offered at $749,000
Move right in to this impeccable 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial in a highly desirable Northside
neighborhood. The new bluestone front porch leads you directly into the sun drenched living
room flanked with a lovely mantle, built-in bookcase and a cozy wood burning fireplace. The
banquet sized dining room flows perfectly into the eat in kitchen complete with new Jenn-Air
stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. The family room has a vaulted ceiling and a
charming custom bookcase. The sunny office/den overlooks the beautifully landscaped, serene
backyard complete with deck and private, new stone patio just perfect for entertaining. The
second floor features three lovely bedrooms including the master bedroom equipped with its
own private sitting room/office as well as a newly renovated hallway bathroom. The third floor
has a fourth bedroom and convenient full bathroom. Recent improvements include 2 zone
central A/C, new furnace after conversion from oil to gas, new bluestone front porch, stone
retaining wall and rear patio, 2 new bathrooms & all new stainless appliances to name a few. A
wonderful location, conveniently close to Wilson School, Westfield's award-winning downtown
and NYC transportation, don't miss this unique opportunity to make this your home!

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 17th • 1-4PM

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Photo courtesy of Howard Fischer
INTRICATE RELATIONSHIPS...Erik Gaden, Brad Howell, and Sarah Kuhns star in Alliance Repertory's production of
"The Pavilion" at Mondo in Summit.

Complex Characters Shine
In The Pavilion At MONDO

Westfield Community Players
Present Hot L Balitmore

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT – In downtown Summit,
there is a place called MONDO. A
building so unassuming, one would
walk right past it without even know-
ing they had done so. But what makes
this building special is that it is home
to a variety of events—specifically
the performance happening in its own
little basement. On January 8 “The
Pavilion” played for the first time to
a full audience. Written by Craig
Wright, the play centers around two
former lovers meeting again at their
twentieth high school reunion; though
the man, Peter, is excited to see his
ex-girlfriend, Kari, matters are com-
plicated due to the circumstances that
forced them to break up. With the
help of The Narrator, Mr. Wright ex-
amines human nature through the lens
of cosmic (in)significance and how
the concept of time influences every-
thing—often times breaking the fourth
wall to do so. “The Pavilion” is a
darkly funny, heartbreakingly human
and almost painfully self-aware story
of “time, love and forgiveness.”

Brad Howell plays the ever-chang-
ing character that is The Narrator. Mr.
Howell stands before the audience,
and tells the story of time—how ev-
erything we know coincidentally came
to be. More specifically, we learn
how Peter (played by Erik Gaden)
came to be. The Narrator interjects
and analyzes constantly throughout
the play, while simultaneously por-
traying various side characters—and
there are a lot of side characters. Just
a few roles played by Mr. Howell
include: the chief of police, the ‘town
idiot’, a sassy single woman, a timid
and ‘dorky’ committee chairwoman,
an angry wife, and a stoner. It is
though Mr. Howell’s character that
Mr. Wright proposes his most philo-
sophical and existentialist questions.
However, most questions are deliv-
ered as comedic one-liners, which
serve as a very subtle way to get the
audience thinking. Though an ex-
tremely demanding role, Mr. Howell
does a fantastic job playing each char-

acter flawlessly and never failing to
make the audience laugh.

Erik Gaden plays Peter, that one
small-town kid who moved to a big
city, “half of senior year’s cutest
couple” and trying to win back his
former girlfriend Kari (played by
Sarah Kuhns). Mr. Gaden captures
the selfish, gentle and regretful na-
ture of his character beautifully and
humorously. Initially, Mr. Gaden is
laid back, awkward and tactless. By
the end of the play, we see him
become remorseful, apologetic and
even a bit hopeful. The emotions
transition with ease, and though his
character is still deeply flawed, the
audience can’t help but relating to
him nonetheless. The pivotal mo-
ment of Mr. Gaden’s performance is
when Peter is at his most determined
to fix things with Kari; breaking the
fourth wall, Peter copies The
Narrator’s speech in an attempt to
restart the universe so that he and
Kari can have a second chance to-
gether. The portrayal of desperation
was both inspiring and saddening.

Sarah Kuhns plays Kari, the lost
love of Peter, and that one girl who
never left her hometown. The charac-
ter of Kari was especially difficult,
simply because the character is so
very complex. We learn that Kari and
Peter break up due to an unplanned
pregnancy that Kari terminated after
Peter suddenly stopped contacting
her, despite still being in love with
her. Thus Kari carries around many
types of pain: romantic heartbreak,
the deep sadness of lost motherhood,
the fear of adolescent pregnancy, the
resentment of abandonment and the
obligation to her own sadness. Ms.
Kuhns truly excelled in her portrayal
of Kari by subtly capturing and layer-
ing every emotion in a seemingly
effortless way. Ms. Kuhns’s perfor-
mance is refreshingly genuine and
gives a terribly heartfelt performance
that is wonderful in every aspect.

Performances will be held Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays,: Janu-
ary 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 23 at 8 p.m.
and a final performance will be held
Monday, January 25 at 7 p.m.

Cranford Rec. Offers
Scrapbooking Class

Auditions Date Set for
Youth, Adult Choirs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) production of
Hot L Balitmore is the second offering
in the theater’s 81st season. Written by
award-winning playwright, Lanford
Wilson, it depicts the funny and sad
with humor and compassion.  The

play won The Drama Critics’ Circle
Award and the Obie, soon followed by
a Pulitzer Prize for Mr. Wilson.  The
WCP production is directed by Beatriz
Esteban-Messina and produced by
Lucille Bills.

It was once a grand and elegant

hotel where people like President
Coolidge stayed while in Baltimore.
Now, less than a whisper of what it
was, the hotel is populated by an as-
sortment of quirky misfits who call it
“home.” The hotel is so dilapidated
that it has lost the “e” from its mar-
quee. In this setting, the human com-
edy of life is played out by the resi-
dents who await notice that the hotel
will soon be demolished.

The dates for Hot L Balitmore are
Saturdays and Sundays, January 16,
17 (matinee), 22, and 23.  Reserva-
tions can be made by calling (908)
232-1221.  Ticket prices are $20 for
general admission and $10 for stu-
dents and active duty personnel with
ID. The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue in Westfield.

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers of Cranford adult and youth
choirs are scheduling auditions for
the evening of Tuesday, January 12,
at the United Methodist Church of
Cranford, 201 Lincoln Avenue,
Cranford.

Adult Choir Conductor and Artis-
tic Director Brian Clissold will be
holding auditions for ages 18 and

older; while Youth Choir Conductor
Sarah Michal will be holding audi-
tions for the Middle C’s: Boys of
changed voice/Girls age 14 and older
from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., and the
Children’s Choir: ages nine to 13
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

All are welcome to audition by
appointment only by emailing
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
currently is offering a new
scrapbooking class. It is described
as a fun, beginner/intermediate-
level class that will cover
scrapbooking layouts, mini albums,
embossing and card making.

The class, which began this week,
is for ages 14 and up. It is being
held on Tuesdays through February
16, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The cost is
$60, and there may be an additional
small charge for supplies, depend-
ing on the project an individual
picks. The class is taking place at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Participants are asked to bring
their favorite adhesive (glue stick/
tape runner), scissors, paper trim-

mer (optional), a few pictures fea-
turing one theme, and scrapbook
paper/cardstock/embellishments to
match the theme.

Registration is for Cranford resi-
dents only and may be done in per-
son at the Cranford Community
Center or online at
r eg i s t e r. communi typas s .ne t /
cranford through Community Pass.
For additional information, call the
Community Center at (908) 709-
7283.

Erratum
A photo of the New Year’s Eve con-

cert misidentified the performers.  The
caption should have read: Maestro
David Wroe, Leah Horowitz, Michael
Maliekel, Jennifer Sheehan and Ian
Patrick Gibb. We regret the error.

www.goleader.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team made quick work
of Koinonia Academy scoring a
72-48 victory on January 9 at
Martin Gymnasium in Cranford.
Seniors Jack Schetelich and
Hunter Remley scored 13 points
each to lead the Cougar offense.
Cranford took charge early, forg-
ing a 25-12 lead by the end of
the first quarter and a 46-27
lead by the half. The Cougars
never looked back from there as
they pushed their season record
to 4-2. Even so, Head Coach
Ryan Huber sees plenty of room

for improvement.
“I don’t think a head coach is

ever going to be completely sat-
isfied,” said Huber. “We could
have executed better in the sec-
ond half. As the game opened up
in terms of the score, our kids
lost some of their intensity and
we had breakdowns on defense.
On offense we had things hap-
pen where they were trying to
make the highlight reel play in-
stead of finishing the easy lay-
up. You want to make sure that
your team continues to do what
it did that got you the lead rather
than trying to be something it is
not. We made sure they under-

stood that after the game was
over.”

Koinonia Academy, a Catholic
school located in Plainfield, fell to
2-5 on the season. The visitors
provided to be a capable long-
range threat led by Aaron
Wortman, who scored 21 points,
and Ryan McCabe, who added 16
points. Koinonia Academy shoot-
ers nailed eight
three-point bas-
kets during the
game. But the
visitors were sim-
ply no match for
the quicker Cou-
gars throughout
the contest. The
Cougars took ad-
vantage of tran-
sition baskets and
fast break oppor-
tunities in addi-
tion to their usu-
ally strong long-
range game to
pull away from
Koinonia Acad-
emy. Cranford
sank nine three-
point baskets in
the game.

The Cougars got
offensive contri-
butions from
across the board
as Michael Smith
and Ryan Bakie
each scored 12
points. Sean
Leonard added
eight points to the
winning effort. By the time Bakie
drained a three-point basket to
make it 60-32 with 7:30 remain-
ing in the fourth quarter, the
competitive phase of the contest
was already over.

“For us, it is about doing what

SCHETELICH, HUNTER REMLEY PUMP IN 13 POINTS EACH; SMITH, BAKIE 12 POINTS EACH

Cougar Basketball Boys Cruise Past Koinonia Cagers, 72-48
we do and being who we are,”
said Huber. “We need to play
within ourselves and make sure
that we play good hard defense
all of the time and execute all of
the little things that make you
successful on offense. We al-
ways have to remain focused.”

For the Cougars, hoping to get
off to a fast start this season, the

victory meant avoiding a poten-
tial trapdoor as they ready them-
selves for the tough competition
they face in upcoming games.
The Cougars, who have suffered

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP AT THE LINE…Cougar senior Jack Schetelich sets up at the free throw line and
prepares to take a shot in the game against Koinonia Academy in Cranford on January 9. The
Cougars defeated Koinonia Academy, 72-48.

Probitas Verus Honos

through a few injury plagued
seasons of late, even got some
good news on that front.

“We got Joe Norton back at
practice this week,” said Huber.
“That is good for us. He is not
ready to go yet but he could be
back soon, which would really
help us. He is an experienced
player and a leader for us.”

Cranford is set to visit Rahway
(5-1) on Thursday, January 14,
before participating in the Eric
LeGrand Challenge Tournament
at Kean University on Sunday,
January 17, against Iselin
Kennedy.
Koinonia 12 15   5 16 48
Cranford 25 21 12 14 72

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPER COUGAR FAN…During the Cranford/Koinonia boys basketball game,
super fan Joyce Owen is flanked by members of the Cranford girls basketball
team. Pictured, left to right, are: Cerys MacLelland, Lyndsay Pace, Owen,
Isabella Speer and Julia Schork.
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Plainfield Cardinals Slip Past Blue Devil Basketballers in Third Quarter, 70-64
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Newly sworn-in
Republican Councilman Joe Sarno
fulfilled a campaign promise to
reduce his government stipend
to $1 Tuesday, but Democrat
Mayor Charles Lombardo stymied
his effort to cut it for all mem-
bers, casting the deciding no
ballot in a 4-to-3 vote.

The suggestion of all but elimi-
nating compensation – $1,500
for council members and $1,800
for the mayor – at the first full
council meeting of the year turned
contentious, with Democrat
Councilwoman Sara Todisco call-
ing the motion a “strictly self-
serving political move.” Two
members of the planning board,
Paul Nieves and former Demo-
crat Councilman Bill Nierstedt,
both decried the motion during
the public comment portion of
the work session.

While Mr. Nieves called the pro-
posal “insulting and patronizing,”
and Mr. Nierstedt referred to it as
“political showboating,” former
planning board member Bruce
Paterson complimented it and
praised Mr. Sarno’s other sug-
gestion that council members not
receive health insurance through
the borough. Mr. Paterson has
asked council several times in
recent years to eliminate or limit
health benefits for elected offi-
cials.

The latter would only apply to
Lou Petruzzelli. State law was
changed in 2010 to prohibit part-
time elected council officials from
receiving benefits except for
those who were serving at that
time. Mr. Petruzzelli, who won a
third term in November 2014, is

grandfathered under the previ-
ous law.

Borough Administrator Chris-
tina Ariemma remarked that she
did not know if council could
deny health benefits to council
members already receiving them,
but Mr. Sarno said the New Jer-
sey town of Dumont did it three
years ago and Midland Park did
likewise within the last month.

He promised to send the infor-
mation to Ms. Ariemma. Mr.
Lombardo insisted the matter go
through committee and initially
suggested finance. However, fi-
nance committee member Mr.
Petruzzelli questioned that.

“Being this is about me, should
I be on the committee?” he asked.
Mr. Lombardo and others agreed
and the matter was reassigned
to laws and licenses.

Ileen Cuccaro, who was elected
with Mr. Sarno in November,
joined her fellow Republican

Mallon Selected to Fill
Vacant Cranford Seat

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Local attorney
John Mallon was chosen by the
Cranford Township Committee on
Tuesday to fill the council seat of
Robert D’Ambola, who resigned
earlier this month citing personal
reasons.

With Mr. D’Ambola’s term set
to expire in December, Township
Clerk Tara Rowley informed the
commissioners that the Union
County Clerk’s office had con-
firmed a special election was not
required to fill the vacancy.

Mayor Andis Kalnins announced
at Monday’s workshop session
that three candidates had been
nominated to fill the remainder
of Mr. D’Ambola’s term. From
those three, Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor nominated Mr. Mallon,
a Republican.

Mayor Kalnins supported the

nomination of Mr. Mallon, but
Democratic Commissioners
Patrick Giblin and Thomas
Hannen, Jr. requested more time
to consider the nominees.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting,
however, neither Mr. Giblin nor
Mr. Hannen voiced any objection
to the nomination of Mr. Mallon.
He was elected unanimously and
will be sworn in at the next town-
ship committee meeting on Tues-
day, January 26, maintaining the
Republicans’ 3-to-2 majority con-
trol.

In other official business, Mayor
Kalnins reported receiving sev-
eral calls from concerned resi-
dents about the ongoing 2016
Union County deer management
program.

Forty agents, who are approved
and licensed hunters, have been
selected to cull deer in seven

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW SEATING ARRANGEMENT...The Garwood Council, with two new
members, gathers for its first full meeting of the year in a new seating configuration
with, from left to right, Jim Mathieu, Sara Todisco, Lou Petruzzelli, Mayor
Charles Lombardo, Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, Ileen Cuccaro,
Mike Martin and Joe Sarno. Borough Attorney Bob Renaud is at lower left.

councilman in eschewing her sti-
pend and, with two-term Repub-
lican Councilman Jim Mathieu,
voted for the motion to ask Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud to
draw up the appropriate legisla-
tion.

But Republican Councilman
Mike Martin, who at the reorga-
nization meeting a week earlier
sided with Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms.
Todisco on a pair of votes that
forced Mr. Lombardo to break
ties, again voted with the Demo-
crats without comment to re-
quire Mr. Lombardo’s tie-break-
ing vote.

The issue illustrated for the sec-
ond straight meeting the changed
nature of council, which went
from 4-to-2 Democrat control
last year to nominally 4-to-2
Republican control with the elec-
tion of Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro de-

Garwood GOP Councilman Sarno’s
Salary-Cut Bid Defeated by Lombardo

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
EAGLE SCOUTS...Pictured, from left to right, William G. Pritchett, Andrew
Francis Ramirez and Christian A. Wurzburger pose for a picture before being
acknowledged for acheiving the rank of Eagle Scout at Cranford's Township
Committee meeting Tuesday.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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locations across the county, in-
cluding Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks in Cranford.

Many of the complaints dealt
with the lack of signage at the
parks, Mayor Kalnins said.

The goal of the program is to
prevent overbrowsing of native
vegetation both in the parks and
surrounding residential proper-
ties. The operation also aims to
reduce the incidence of motor
vehicle accidents.

Based on counts conducted in
April and May, there are over 200
deer per square mile in the areas
around Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks.

That number is substantially
higher than other areas in the
county such as Watchung Reser-
vation, which has 47 deer per
square mile.

Agents are conducting baited
hunts from tree-stands at least
20 feet off the ground above or
near baiting stations.

Mayor Kalnins said that hunters
must shoot down from the tree-
stand at a 45-degree angle and
from no farther than 40 feet.

Hunters are in the parks be-
tween 5 a.m. and 8 p.m. every
Monday, weather permitting. The
hunt began January 2 and is to
end Saturday, February 13. They
are only permitted to shoot dur-
ing daylight hours.

If the weather on a Monday is
poor, the hunt will be resched-
uled to Wednesday or Friday of

that week.
There will be no hunt on Mon-

day, January 18, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. Next week’s hunt
will be moved to Wednesday.

The program aims to remove
145 deer from Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks.

Hunters have operated for two
days so far under the plan. Mayor
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader
that he has been informed that
nine deer were killed in Lenape
and Nomahegan Parks on Janu-
ary 4 and eight on January 11.

The parks are not closed during
the program. The county is re-
sponsible for providing park us-
ers, local residents and mem-
bers of the community with in-
formation about the program op-
erations.

Mayor Kalnins instructed the
police department to send out a
Nixle alert, an emergency notifi-
cation system utilizing text mes-
sages or e-mail, to inform resi-
dents that the deer hunt is occur-
ring and to stay on marked paths
inside the parks.

Nomahegan Park contains a
playground, is located close to
homes on Riverside Drive, and is
heavily used by walkers.

The committee expressed con-
cern for the safety of park users
and a desire for better signage
informing residents and park
goers of the hunting activities.

At Tuesday’s official meeting,
the committee requested the
county suspend the deer hunt in
Nomahegan Park.

Since Nomahegan is a county
park, the county may opt to con-
tinue its operations despite this
request. In that event, the reso-
lution asks the county to provide
signage at all park entrances
warning of the ongoing hunt and
urging visitors to stay on the
paths and trails.

feated Democrats Carol Kearney
and Mr. Nierstedt in November.
However, Mr. Martin, who usu-
ally voted with Democrats on
disputed issues, leaving Mr.
Mathieu as the lone no vote in 5-
to-1 decisions, appears to be
continuing his voting pattern.
That has left council deadlocked
and requiring Mr. Lombardo to
break the tie.

Council completed its more
than three-hour meeting with
an approximate one-hour-and-
40-minute executive session to
discuss a personnel matter and
the borough’s attempt to get
approval of an updated afford-
able-housing plan. The closed-
door confab included Zoning
Code Official/Planning Board En-

gineer Victor Vinegra, who has
been explaining a proposed 320-
unit apartment complex for the
largely abandoned Casale/Petro
industrial properties on South
Avenue.

Mr. Vinegra has told the plan-
ning board that the consultant
the borough has hired to develop
an affordable-housing plan – also
known as Mount Laurel housing
– has determined the borough is
deficient in 61 units. He has said
the proposal for the Casale/Petro
site would provide about a third
of those and would be critical in
shielding the borough from a
“builder’s remedy” project that
would include high-density hous-
ing about which the borough
would have no input.

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo and the Bor-
ough Council made the following
appointments at the January 3rd
reorganization:

Borough Attorney (one year),
Robert Renaud; Bonding Attor-
ney (one year), Steven L. Rogut;
Prosecutor (one year), Steven H.
Merman; Public Defender (one
year), Michael S. Simitz; Fire
Chief (one year), Leonard Spina;
Assistant Fire Chief (one year),
Allan Tweedle; Superintendent
of Fire Apparatus (one year),
Leonard Spina; Fire Official (one
year), Albert W. Toth; Municipal
Engineer (three years), Donald
R. Guarriello.

Planning Board: Class III (one
year), Councilman James
Mathieu; Class I (one year),
Mayor Charles Lombardo; Class
II (one year), William Nierstedt;
Class IV (four years), Steve
Greet; Alternate II (two years),
Paul Nieves, and Alternate II (two
years), John Malcolm.

Fire Police (five years): Pat
DiFabio, Rodney VanNatta, and

Art Schweitzer; Board of Health
(three years): Joan VanNatta,
Jane Tenore, and Megan Trusdell;
Library Board of Trustees (five
years): John Nolan; Garwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance: Barbara Tweedle,
Steve Kaelbltin, Sam Rocco, John
McGuire, Mary Emmons, Chuck
Tombs, Virginia Marienelli, Allan
Tweedle, Ryan Palmer, Ralph
Bernardo, Caitlin McGuire, and
Barbara Brodie.

Celebrations Committee: Tho-
mas Englese, Chris Taylor,
Michelle Abbaticola, Anne
Leonard, Kathleen Villaggio, Kim
Brown, Michele Tortorici, Deborah
Acosta, Carolyn Dunning, Susan
Groning, Rozano Acosta, and
Michelle Stoffer; Emergency Man-
agement Council: Deputy Coor-
dinator, Police Capt. Doug Stoffer;
Police Chief, Bruce D. Underhill;
Fire Chief, Len Spina; Superin-
tendent DPW, Clint Dicksen; Doc-
tor (Open); First Aid, Jimmy Willix;
Engineer, Donald R. Guarriello;
Public Information Officer (Open);
Shelter Coordinator, Thomas
Spera; Radiological Officer, Tho-

mas Spera; Tech/Advisor (Open);
Business Representative, Joseph
Ragonese; Representatives from
Service Organizations, Knights of
Columbus, Michael O’Donnell; Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary,
Donna Bober; Health, Eileen
Kufta; Law, Police Chief Bruce D.
Underhill, and First Aid, Jimmy
Willix.

Historical Committee (one
year): Linda Koenig, Patricia
Koenig, Anne Leonard, Pat
DiFabio, Bruce Paterson, Paul
Tarantino, and Carol Lombardo;
Recreation Commission (five
years): Ann Tarantino, Kristen
Froden, Paul Nieves, and Alter-
nate I (two years), David Legg;
Clean Communities Coordinator,
Kathleen J. Wierzbinski; Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee:
Mayor Charles Lombardo, Will-
iam Nierstedt, and alternate,
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro;
Union County Solid Waste Advi-
sory Council, Clint Dicksen; Mu-
nicipal Officials/Services: Payroll
Service, ADP Payroll; Professional
Municipal Attorney, Palumbo and
Renaud, Esq.; Collection System
Operator, Borough Engineer,
Donald R. Guarriello; Professional
Municipal Engineering Services,
Guarriello and Dec Assoc.; DPW
Foreman, Jeffrey Atkinson; Trea-
surer, Sandra Bruns; Tax Collec-
tor, Sandra Bruns; Tax Search
Officer, Sandra Bruns; Public De-
fender, Michael S. Simitz; As-
sessment Search Officer, Admin-
istrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma;
Public Agency Compliance Of-
ficer, Administrator/Clerk, Chris-
tina Ariemma;

Standing Council Committees:
Police, Public Health and Safety:
Joe Sarno (chairman), Lou
Petruzzelli, and Mike Martin;
Board of Health Liaison, Ileen
Cuccaro; Streets, Roads and Ecol-
ogy: Lou Petruzzelli (chairman),
Sara Todisco and Joe Sarno; Fire:
Ileen Cuccaro (chairman), James

Mallon Selected to Fill CF Seat

Garwood Salary-Cut Bid Defeated

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CRANFORD -- The following ap-
pointments were made at the
Township Committee’s reorga-
nization meeting:

Commissioner of Finance,
Patrick F. Giblin; Commissioner
of Public Safety, Mary O’Connor;
Commissioner of Public Affairs,
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.; Planning
Board, Kathleen Murray (Class
II, Environmental Commission,
three years), Peter Taylor (Class
IV, four years), Julie Didzbalis
(alternate no. 2, two years). Li-
brary Board, Jeffrey Young (five
years) and Patrick F.Giblin (com-
mittee liaison);

Emergency Management Coun-
cil: Police Chief James Wozniak
(coordinator, three years); Fire
Chief Daniel Czeh and Fire Lt.
Matthew Lubin, (deputy
coordinatorse); Mayor Andis
Kalnins; Town Administrator
Terence Wall; Monika Koscova-
Jencik (sanitarian); Marilyn
Birnbaum; Carl O’Brien; Steven
Wardell; Richard Belluscio; Ed-
ward Davenport; Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick; Ron Marotta and
Michael Beams.

Environmental Commission:
Nelson Dittmar (three years),
Kathleen Murray (planning board
representative, three years),
Donald Jones (three years), John
Hrebin (alternate No. 2, two
years), Daniel Aschenbach (as-
sociate member, one year),
Alyssa Frediani (associate mem-
ber, one year), William King (as-
sociate member, one year),
Frank Klapinski (associate mem-
ber, one year), Edward O’Malley
(associate member, one year),
Patricia Pavlak (associate mem-
ber, one year), Ana Pinto (asso-
ciate member, one year), David
Pringle (associate member, one
year), Lawrence Russo (associ-
ate member, one year), Mary
Sudiak (associate member, one
year), Nelson Dittmar (chair-
man, one year), and Mary
O’Connor (deputy mayor/liai-
son).

Mayoral Appointments to His-

toric Preservation Advisory
Board: Ronald Meeks (class c/
alternate no. 2, two years), Vic-
tor Bary (associate member, one
year), Michael Mason (associate
member, one year), Julie Murphy
(associate member, one year),
Nancy Price (associate member,
one year), Stephen Price (asso-
ciate member, one year),
Maureen Strazdon (chairwoman,
one year), Patrick F. Giblin (com-
missioner/liaison); Tree Advisory
Board: Barbara Krause (three
years), Michael Venditti (three
years), Frank D’Antonio (three
years), James Nichnadowicz
(county advisor, one year),
Michael Bange (associate mem-
ber, one year), and Mary
O’Connor (commissioner/liai-
son). Board of Education Liai-
son: Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.;
Approved Engineers: Maser Con-
sulting, NV5 Northeast Inc., Hatch
Mott MacDonald, PEi-Prestige En-
vironmental, Becht Engineering,
Grotto Engineering, M. Disko As-
sociates, and Atlantic Engineer-
ing Laboratories.

Township Engineer (one year),
Carl O’Brien; Township Attorney
(one year), Diane Dabulas; quali-
fied purchasing agent, Jennifer
Burns; Auditors, Suplee Clooney
and Co.; Bond Counsel, Steven
Rogut; Tax Appeal Legal Ser-
vices: McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney and Carpenter, LLC;
Palumbo, Renaud and
DeAppolonio; Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt and Fader, LLC, and
Mauro Savo; Public Defender (one
year), John DeMassi; Alternate
Public Defender (one year), Jared
B. Weiss; Municipal Prosecutor
(one year), Robert P. Donovan;
Alternate Municipal Prosecutor
(one year), Paul Scalia;

Labor Attorney Services:
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney and
Carpenter, LLP; Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt and Fader, LLC, and
Bauch Zucker Hatfield, LLC.;
General Litigation Services:
Rogut McCarthy, LLC; McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpen-

ter, LLP; Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt and Fader, LLC, and
Mauro Savo; Environmental Le-
gal Services: Florio, Perrucci,
Steinhardt and Fader, LLC; Mauro
Savo; Redevelopment Legal Ser-
vices: Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt
and Fader, LLC; and Jeffery R.
Surenian and Associates.

Planning Services: Maser Con-
sulting and Matrix New World;
Appraisal Services – Appraisal
Associates, Inc., Timothy
Hoffman, Inc., and Associated
Appraisal Group; Land Subdivi-
sion Searcher (one year), Carl
O’Brien; Municipal Improvement
Searcher (one year), Carl
O’Brien, and Township Potable/
Navigable Water Reporting
Agent, Carl O’Brien; Develop-
ment Review Committee (one
year): Kathleen Prunty and Carl
O’Brien; Commissioner Liaison
for Senior Citizen Issues: Mary
O’Connor; Commissioner Liai-
son to the Chamber of Com-
merce, Mayor Andis Kalnins; Air-
plane Noise Pollution Commit-
tee, Wayne D. Greenstone, Wil-
liam Ilaria, Jeff Pistol, Michael
Rockliff, and Mary O’Connor
(commissioner/liaison).

Buildings, Grounds and Real
Property Committee: Mayor Andis
Kalnins (chairman); Patrick F.
Giblin (commissioner/liaison);
Administrator Terence M. Wall;
Diane Dabulas, Peter J. Barnett
and Carl O’Brien; Cable TV Advi-
sory Committee: Edward Daven-
port (chairperson), Timothy
Davies, Gerry Dobbins, Christine
Hoffman, Anne Occi, Robert
Pipchick, Michael Plick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald
C. Smith, Ann Steinbach, George
Steinbach, Donna Vaupel,
Bernhard Wagenblast, and Mary
O’Connor (commissioner/chair-
person); Clean Communities
Committee: Marc Brown, Myron
Borden, Nelson Dittmar Jr., Mar-

tin Schwartz, and Thomas H.
Hannen (commissioner/chairper-
son); Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation: Mary O’Connor
(one year, commissioner/liaison),
Thomas O’Brien (three years, resi-
dent), Paul LaCorte (three years,
owner), Stefanie Lalor (three
years, proprietor/business em-
ployee), and Barry O’Donovan
(three years, proprietor/business
employee).

Flood Control Advisory Com-
mittee: Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
(commissioner/liaison), Carl
O’Brien, Daniel J. Aschenbach,
Mark Bagniewski, Richard
Buontempo, Robert Colonna, John
DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher, Walter
Gallagher, Ellen Hunt, Natalia
Knapp, Louis Lambe, Ronald
Margulis, James Masterson,
Nicholas Melchiorre, Emil Metz,
Elaine Meyer, Joseph Musillo,
Barry O’Donovan, Michael Pender,

Cranford Township Makes Committee Appointments
Mathieu, and Lou Petruzzelli; Fi-
nance: Sara Todisco (chairman),
Lou Petruzzelli and Joe Sarno;
Buildings and Grounds: James
Mathieu (chairman), Mike Martin
and Ileen Cuccaro; Laws and Li-
censes: Mike Martin (chairman),
Joe Sarno, and Sara Todisco;
council liaisons:  Recreation, Mike
Martin; Committee on Aging,
Ileen Cuccaro; Library, Mayor’s
Representative, Lou Petruzzelli;
School Board Liaison, Joe Sarno;
Celebrations of Public Events and
Holidays Liaison, Sara Todisco;
Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board Representative,
James Mathieu; Union County
Transportation of Advisory Rep-
resentative, Robert Ehrenbeck;
Transit Village Study, Kathleen
Villaggio; Business and Indus-
try/Chamber of Commerce, Carol
Kearney; Administrative Review
Committee, Charles Lombardo,
Mike Martin and Sara Todisco.

GW Appointments

Cranford Library to Launch
‘1000 Books’ This Saturday

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library has announced that it
will begin a new early literacy
initiative, sponsored by the Friends
of the Library, called “1,000 Books
before Kindergarten.”

This program encourages fami-
lies to read together by challeng-
ing them to share 1,000 books
by the time their child enters
Kindergarten. According to the
library, while 1,000 books may
sound like a lot, if families read
three books a day for a year,
they will have read 1,095 books.
Besides the chance to bond as a
family, the library maintains that
sharing stories each day helps
youngsters to develop pre-read-
ing skills. Positive reading expe-
riences also help children to stay
motivated when the time comes
to learn to read independently.

The library will kick off the event
this Saturday, January 16, at
10:15 a.m., with a musical per-
formance by “Sister Sing Sister
String.” Children ages 6 months
to 5 years old are invited to
attend this lively program in the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Registration is not required for
this event.

Registration for this program is
required and can be done in the
Children’s Department beginning
this Saturday. The library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue.
This is a free program open to
children who have not yet en-
tered Kindergarten. Either a par-
ent or child must have a library
card to enroll. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit the li-
brary web page at cranford.com.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, January 14, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

New Councilwoman Cuccaro’s
Message for Garwood

I thank the residents and tax-
payers who came out in full force
to support us. I cannot say it
enough; we could not have ac-
complished this victory without
you.

I plan to be a taxpayer advo-
cate and representative of the
forgotten citizens of Garwood. I
would like to personally thank
Mayor Charles Lombardo for
thinking so highly of me in ap-
pointing me to committees that
he feels I can best be utilized in
having their voices heard.

I will certainly use my enthusi-
asm, passion and life experience
in my service on each committee
I am assigned, so as not to dis-
miss the voice and trust the tax-
payers placed with all of us.

It has not been fully heard in
the past, but it certainly will be
heard now that I have been sworn
in.

I am truly disappointed that my
first statement as your new coun-
cilwoman is to firmly oppose the
appointment of former Council-
man Bill Nierstedt to the plan-
ning board.

The residents of Garwood spoke

loudly and clearly when they re-
jected Mr. Nierstedt not only for
borough council, but repudiated
him for his tenure the past 10
plus years on the planning board.
His bully tactics and disregard
for private property rights was a
complaint I heard over and over
again as I visited hundreds of
voters throughout Garwood.

Make no mistake; his antics on
the planning board were a major
issue in this past election. I can
only ask one question: Why would
our mayor once again go against
the wishes of the people he is
supposed to be representing by
making this dubious appoint-
ment?

As much as some would have
you believe that we are elected
to make the decisions for you, I
believe that we are elected to
consult with you and to do your
bidding.

I am excited and optimistic as
we begin 2016, knowing we are
all in this together. I look forward
to working with my fellow council
people to carry out the wishes of
the people as our No. 1 priority.

I will make you one promise for
my New Year’s resolution: I will
vote each and every time as if I
were you. It is not about what
the people up here think is best
for you, but what the taxpayers
of Garwood know what is best for
them.

Garwood is nothing more than
a reflection of the people who
live here.

I will stand beside you united
and committed to be your voice,
one voice for the residents of our
town.

You voted for me, now I shall
vote for you.

Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro
Garwood Councilwoman

Come To The Next Garwood Council
Meeting And Ask Your Questions

Lack of transparency and poli-
tics on the dais by the renegade
Mathieu Republicans are evident
right out of the gate at the first
meeting of the year for Garwood’s
Mayor and Council. It did not
take long for them to violate
their pledge of transparency by
voting against the approval of a
number of agenda items without
any explanation of their dissent.

The residents deserve to know
why they voted no to the ap-
pointments of Borough Attorney,
Prosecutor, and Tax Collector
without having the foresight and
courtesy to offer alternatives.
That’s what transparency and
commitment to service is all
about.

Not just voting “no” for political
reasons, but to offer meaningful
and insightful alternatives for the
betterment of our community.

The near failing vote of 3-2 to
approve borough attorney would
have left Garwood vulnerable,
operating without legal counsel
(since no other attorneys sub-
mitted proposals) and until new
proposals would be received,
reviewed, and then, hopefully
approved. The “no” votes by
Mathieu and Sarno came without
explanation nor an alternative
plan. Is that good for Garwood or
for the Republican Party?

The vote to fill the then vacant
State mandated position of cer-
tified tax collector almost suf-
fered defeat as well. Again,
Mathieu and Sarno voted “no”
without explanation or an alter-
native plan.

Fortunately, Cuccaro and Mar-
tin voted with the Democrats,
Todisco and Petruzzelli, for the
plan to fill the position with a
current employee that is dual-
certified. This plan comes at a
savings over previous years when
the Borough had a full-time tax
collector. With no apparent rea-
son for them to vote “no” and no
contingency plan, these now self-

proclaimed “renegades” have
clearly demonstrated that they
are unable to plan ahead or act in
the best interests of all of
Garwood, as they had promised.

The most alarming develop-
ment was when GOP Chairman
Mathieu publicly promised to “al-
ways have the sides” of his newly
elected GOP council people.
Mathieu’s clear unwillingness to
objectively vote for the better-
ment of Garwood by keeping an
open mind is disturbing. Mathieu
has vowed to vote Republican no
matter what. Is that good for the
citizens of Garwood, or just for
the Republican Party?

If this concerns you as much as
it does me, I implore you to
please come to the next council
meeting and ask your questions.
If you would like to join the
Garwood Democratic team that
welcomes differences of opinion
and true transparency, please
contact me at
garwoodhsinclair.com.

Hugh Sinclair
Garwood Dem Committee Chair

Local Letters to the Editor
Judy Pender, Robert I. Puhak,
Jonathan Schrier, Jeremy
Tomlinson, and Saul Zucker.

Parking Committee: Michael
Venditti, Charles Baniewicz, Po-
lice Chief James Wozniak, Lt.
Edward Davenport (chairperson),
Barry O’Donovan, Kathleen Miller
Prunty, and Mary O’Connor (com-
missioner/liaison).

Planning Board: Mayor Andis
Kalnins (Class I, one year), Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor (Class
III, one year); Commissioner/
Liaison to Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (one year), Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr.; Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition: Hugh Welsh
(liaison, Cameron Andre (alter-
nate liaison).

Recreation and Parks Advisory
Board: Recreation Director
Stephen Robertazzi, Craig
Miklencic (Cranford West Com-
mittee liaison), Donald Barone
(senior citizen representative),
Brian Andrews, Luis Bringuier,
Susan Cave, Peter Coates, Mark
Dinglestedt, Marita Dow, Martha
Garcia (chairperson), Maria Har-
ris, Kevin Illing, Stephani
Kwiatkowski, Deborah Leber,
Carolyn Capone Pugliese, Heinz
Ricken, Laura Schoppman, Wally
Shackell, Catherine Sheridan,
Donald Sweeney, and Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. (commissioner/liai-
son).

CRANFORD – The Celebra-
tion Singers of Cranford adult
and youth choirs are schedul-
ing auditions for the evening
of Tuesday, January 12, at the
United Methodist Church of
Cranford, 201 Lincoln Avenue,
Cranford.

Adult Choir Conductor and Ar-
tistic Director Brian Clissold will
be holding auditions for ages 18

and older; while Youth Choir
Conductor Sarah Michal will be
holding auditions for the Middle
C’s: Boys of changed voice/Girls
age 14 and older  from 8 p.m. to
9 p.m., and the Children’s Choir:
ages nine to 13  from 6:45 p.m.
to 7:45 p.m.

All are welcome to audition by
appointment only by emailing
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com.

CF Appointments

Classes to Be Held
In Internet Basics

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will again offer
Computer Internet Basics for Be-
ginners classes on Thursdays.
Students from Cranford High
School will teach basic Internet
skills in a casual, one-on-one
setting.

Classes will begin this month
and will run through May or June,
2016. Pre-registration is required
as seating is limited. For more
information or to register, call
the library at (908) 709-7272
and ask for Fran Housten. The
Cranford Public Library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cranford Public Schools to
Offer Full Day Kindergarten

  CRANFORD – The Cranford
Board of Education approved
the piloting of two tuition-based
full day kindergartens for the
2016-2017 school year, pend-
ing sufficient enrollment. In an-
ticipation of high interest in the
program each child’s participa-
tion will be based  on a lottery.

Children who will be five years
old by October 1, 2016 and are
Cranford residents are eligible
for the full day kindergartens.
Applications must be
hand-delivered by 3:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 to
the Superintendent’s Office, 132
Thomas Street.  Applications
will not be accepted after that
date.

Childred who are selected will
be notified by telephone shortly
after Tuesday, January 26. Ap-
plicants should be aware there
is a tuition charge of $660 per

month. Applications for the full
day program are available in
the main office at all of the
elementary  schools within the
distr ict as well  as at
www.cranfordschools.org.

For additional  information
contact the office of the super-
intendent at (908) 709-6202.

Please note that the
location(s) of the full day kin-
dergartens will be contingent
upon the number of students
enrolled. Parents/Guardians will
be responsible for transporta-
tion. Children attending the full
day program will be placed in
their neighborhood school for
first grade in 2017-2018. Reg-
istration for half day kindergar-
ten will be conducted from Tues-
day, February 16 through Fri-
day, February 19. Additional in-
formation will be on the schools’
website.

CRANFORD – St. Michael School
in Cranford will host a series of
open house events as part of
Catholic Schools Week. Parents
and prospective preschool
through grade eight students are
invited to visit during three ses-
sions: Thursday, January 28, at
7 p.m.; Sunday, January 31, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednes-
day, February 3, from 1 p.m. to
2 p.m. The school is located at
100 Alden Street in Cranford.

Parents and students will have
the opportunity to tour the school
and enjoy conversation with Prin-
cipal Sandy Miragliotta, parents
and current students, who will be
assisting with each tour. Teach-
ers will also be available in their
classrooms to answer questions.
Registrations for the 2016-2017
school year, will be accepted at

these sessions.
St. Michael’s, established in

1929, is a thriving, faith-based
school where children become
independent thinkers and grow
into responsible young adults
grounded in Catholic values.
Principal Sandy Miragliotta
states, “The Open House enables
us to showcase the strengths of
our school which differentiates
us from other educational insti-
tutions. We have the unique op-
portunity to incorporate our faith
into everyday learning experi-
ences. Children experience their
faith not only in religion class,
but also throughout their day,
including meal times. The teach-
ers work to reinforce common
values and encourage a sense of
social responsibility. Many fami-
lies believe that St. Michael’s

Tax Help Open to Residents
Of Cranford and Garwood

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the
American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), has announced
it will accept appointments for
free tax assistance.

Cranford and Garwood taxpay-
ers can call the recreation and
parks department at (908) 709-
7283 to reserve a time slot with
a tax practitioner. Hourly ap-
pointments are being made on
either Mondays or Fridays begin-
ning Friday, January 29, from
noon, 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.

All appointments will be at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, in
Room 204. The last appointment
to receive tax assistance will be
Friday, April 15. No appointments
will be made on Monday, Febru-
ary 15 (Presidents’ Day), and
Friday, March 25 (Good Friday),
as the Community Center will be

closed.
This service is for residents of

Cranford and Garwood, and is
geared to senior citizens and area
residents with low to moderate
income. Filing assistance is pro-
vided for Federal and New Jersey
state income tax returns, and
the Property Tax Reimbursement
Program (PTR 1 and 2). Federal
and state returns are filed elec-
tronically.

Participants should bring the
following information: copies of
Federal and State returns for
2014 along with 2015 wages,
interest, dividends, capital gains,
Social Security, etc. (forms 1099,
1099R, 1099B-W2 and SSA), and
Property Tax Bill (2015). Addi-
tionally, participants are asked
to bring a form of identification
and, if requesting direct deposit
or payment, a blank check show-
ing account number and routing
number.

School is like a family away from
home.”

St. Michael’s School is a mem-
ber of the National Catholic Edu-
cation Association (NCEA) and
accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission on El-
ementary Schools.  Primary, el-
ementary and middle school cur-
riculums are based on guidelines
set forth by the Archdiocese of
Newark to prepare students for
high school and beyond.

Controlled class sizes and av-
erage 16:1 student-teacher ra-
tio fosters individualized atten-
tion and offers students the abil-
ity to engage in classroom in-
quiry, discovery, and learning.
The early childhood education
program offers pre-kindergarten,
three and four (full and half day)
and full-day academically-based
kindergarten.  On site before and
after care is also available.

Extracurricular activities include
instructional and competitive
sports programs, drama and Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts.

For more about St. Michael’s
School, please contact the school
at (908) 276-9425. For a copy of
the St. Michael’s School brochure
and for more information about
the school, visit:
www.smscranford.com CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
currently is offering a new
scrapbooking class. It is described
as a fun, beginner/intermediate-
level class that will cover
scrapbooking layouts, mini al-
bums, embossing and card mak-
ing.

The class, which began this
week, is for ages 14 and up. It is
being held on Tuesdays through
February 16, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
The cost is $60, and there may
be an additional small charge for
supplies, depending on the
project an individual picks. The
class is taking place at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Participants are asked to bring
their favorite adhesive (glue
stick/tape runner), scissors, pa-
per trimmer (optional), a few
pictures featuring one theme,
and scrapbook paper/cardstock/
embellishments to match the
theme.

Registration is for Cranford resi-
dents only and may be done in
person at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center or online at
register.communitypass.net/
cranford through Community
Pass. For additional information,
call the Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

Seniors Club Invites
Newcomers to Join

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Club is looking for new mem-
bers. Two meetings are held each
month, on the first and third
Thursdays.

Meetings start at noon at the
Garwood Fire House, located at
403 South Avenue, Garwood.
They are followed by lunch and a
guest speaker.

Additionally, the club runs four
day trips a year, one to Atlantic
City and three dinner shows. In-
terested persons are asked to
call Pat at (908) 789-0835 for
further details.

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford Rec. Offers
Scrapbooking Class

St. Michael to Host Open House Programs
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Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
Our newspaper will be mailed to your home and/or place of business each week within the USA

WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK, SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW PROVIDENCE

TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!
Click HereBy CC Online

By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

