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List of Potential Designations
Individual Sites
Survey Form

Address

Comments

A2
A2

15 Washington St.
92 Washington St.

A4
A ll

Main St., Lakeside Ave., Ashland
Ave.
122 Main St.

A12

75 William St.

A14
A2, A13

307 Main St.
289 Main St.

A15

242 Main St.

A16

66 Main St.

A23

Eagle Rock Reservation

A25

Edison National Historic Site
Lakeland Avenue
13 Main St.

1852 house
former Hose Co. 2 fire house
on National Register
Edison Industrial Center
National Register Eligible
Wm. McManus House
National Register eligible
Edison Middle School
National Register Eligible
Holy Trinity Church
Washington School
National Register Eligible
Community House
National Register Eligible
Town Hall
National Register Eligible
National Register Eligible
Including Highlawn Pavilion
on National Register

A28
B2
B2
B2
B3
B3
B5
BS

579 Valley Road
552 Valley Road
569 Valley Road
21, 29 & 35 South Valley Road
and 9 Forest Hill Road
174 South Valley Road
10 & 27 Wellington Ave.
4 Ridgeview Ave.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
on National Register
Commercial building
State Diner
Believed to be Freeman Houses,
may be register eligible
Ridgeview Presbyterian Church
Meeker House
National Register Eligible

’ This list is based on the Cultural Resources Survey o f West Orange. N.J. prepared by Acroterion, Inc.,
1992, with additions and edits by the West Orange Historic Preservation Commission. An asterisk in the
“Survey Form” column indicates sites and districts not included in the Acroterion survey. Survey forms
are divided into four sections, AJ3,C and D, corresponding to four quadrants o f the township. For
' districts, the survey should be consulted to determine which portions o f each street are to be included in
the district
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Survey Form

Address

Comments

B9
BIO
BIO
BIO
B15
B16
B16
B21

301 Gregory Ave.
21, 22, Luddington Rd.
16 Luddington Rd.
25 Luddington Rd.
10 or 12 N. Cobane Ter.
50 Cobane
73 Cobane
195 Gregory Ave. & 186-8 Gregory Place
352 Northfield
20, 36, 38, 40, 78, 85, 91 Hillside
Ave.
15 Meeker
62, 90, 94, 96 Walker Road
51, 53 Orange Heights Ave.
2 Oxford Terrace
1 Yale Terrace
1 Mountain Drive
28 Swaine Place
Rollinson & Northfield
7 Hutton Ave.
Merrywood Drive
14 Sheffield Terrace
41 Winding Way
Rock Spring Country Club
35 Rock Spring Road
8 & 10 Raynor Road
ca. 50 Rock Spring Road
5 & 12, & X Ridge Road
Playhouse School
650 Prospect Ave.
ca. 590 Prospect
South Mountain Reservation
St. Cloud School, Sheridan Ave.
Northfield Ave.
Northfield Ave.
15 and ca. 20. Pleasant Place

Gregory School

B22
B26
B27
B29
B29
B29
B29
B31
B35
B35
B38
B38
B46
B46
B49
B49
B49
B49
B53
B53
B53
*
C3
C6
C9
CIO
C12
*
C17
C18

350 Mt. Pleasant Ave.
451 and 657 Mt. Pleasant Ave.
Pleasant Valley Way

may be National Register Eligible

National Register eligible

National Register eligible

Blue Tavern
3-4 houses + 3 sets of gates

(associative significance)

(Mission revival house)
May be National Register eligible
Ice House
National Register eligible
Rock Spring Water Co.
Essex House Restaurant
Possibly 18th Century house with
19th Century alterations, and 19th
Century vernacular house
Essex County Country Club
early farmhouses
Essex Cavalry Troop/National

Survey Form

Address

C20
C21
D2
D3
D6

658 Mt. Pleasant Ave.
Mount Pleasant Place
695 Eagle Rock Ave
45 & 55 Laurel Ave.
757 Eagle Rock Ave

♦
*

Rosedale Cemetery
179 Eagle Rock Ave.
/ it’

Comments

/\y^

Guard Armory
early farmhouse
First Aid Squad
Shrump House & Bam
Early farm houses and bam
Pleasantdale Farm property
National Register Eligible
Portion is in West Orange
Board of Education building
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INTRODUCTION

This cultural resources survey of West Orange is
one of a series of municipal and county-wide surveys in
New Jersey carried out under guidelines established by
the Office of New Jersey Heritage in the state's
Department of Environmental Protection.
In the past,
most local surveys were implemented with the assistance
of matching grants from the state.
The West Orange survey was supported entirely
with municipal funds.
This significant local
commitment to historic preservation was prompted, in
part, by the creation of the West Orange Historic
Preservation Commission in 1991.
Preservation commissions have been increasing in
New Jersey as the direct result of a 1986 amendment to
the Municipal Land Use Law.
The amended provisions of
the MLUL for the first time give the state's local
governing bodies the explicit right to protect their
historic and cultural resources. (Prior to 1986 a few
local commissions had existed in New Jersey based on
the implied "police power" granted by the state to its
municipalities. )
The amended Municipal Land Use Law charges local
preservation commissions with the responsibility of
identifying and officially designating historic
resources before taking action to protect them.
For
this reason the standard cultural resources survey
assumes new importance.
It is the objective "data
base" to which all subsequent actions of the
preservation commission must refer.
i
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UNDERSTANDING THE SURVEY

The West Orange cultural resources survey was
designed to identify and record the buildings,
structures, neighborhoods, and districts that are
important to an understanding of the township's
historical evolution and significance.
When referring to the survey, it is important for
users to understand the limitations that color its
findings— what it cannot accomplish as well as what it
can.
Most cultural resources surveys can be accused of
"facadism," and this survey is no exception.
Only in a
few instances was there time and opportunity to examine
interiors.
When conclusions are based solely on
exteriors— facades— gross misconceptions may arise
about significance, construction dates, and even
something apparently as obvious as architectural style.
The existence of a significant interior and its
relationship to the overall significance of a building
can become a particular difficulty when the surveyor
tries to evaluate National Register 'eligibility. The
only solution to the problem of interior/exterior
significance is more intensive examination at a later
date.
Another limitation even more basic to any survey
is the language and definitions in which its findings
are communicated.
As the following section devoted to
survey methodology points out, even such seemingly
straightforward questions as what to record and the
criteria for dating a building are not at all simple.
The same is true of that most popular of
questions, "What style is it?" Style is a kind of
shorthand to the deeper architectural "meaning" of a
building, but stylistic labels are often misleading.
This is especially true of the brief "style tags" used
on survey forms.
Many buildings are an almost inexplicable mixture
of styles, and many more have no style at all in the
traditional, academic sense.
The surveyor often
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resorts to the term "vernacular" to describe these
"styleless" buildings, although such a use is imprecise
at best.
Among architectural historians, argument
continues over the fine points of stylistic
nomenclature and about whether a functional or
morphological approach to building-definition is not
more instructive than a stylistic approach.
These are
important subjects, but the surveyor in the field does
not have the luxury of weighing their nuances
No two preservationists evaluating a community's
resources will see them or describe them in precisely
the same way.
In any one survey semantic consistency
is probably all that we can expect.
Although a survey like this one is called
"comprehensive," that label does not imply that the
last word has been said about cultural resources in
West Orange. On the contrary, a survey is nothing more
than a basis for informed decision-making.
Its
unavoidable deficiencies and omissions imply the need
for periodic revision and the addition of new material.
i
Finally, it is important to remember that a
cultural resources survey is a planning tool, not an
antiquarian document.
In one sense a survey describes
a community's history.
In a broader sense it assesses
the built environment that constitutes history's
physical legacy.
The information in this survey is intended as one
measure of how we can learn to integrate past and
present to fashion a more satisfactory and humane
environment.
Such an integration defines the activity
we calli historic preservation.
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY

I.

Survey Criteria

Becaue no survey can afford to record every old
building, criteria are needed to guide choice.
The
Office of New Jersey Heritage employs criteria
developed by the National Register of Historic Places,
which are used for this survey.
To begin with, the National Register will
consider for potential listing only those resources at
least fifty years old (with rare exceptions).
Because
old and significant are not synonymous, the Register
also defines four major categories to help in grappling
with the question of just what is historic.
The National Register states that:
The quality of significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites,
buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity! of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and
A.

that are associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or

B.

that are associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past; or

C.

that embody the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may
lack individual distinction; or

D.

that have yielded or are likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or
history.

I

5

Most resources recorded in a survey will not be
eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.
However, the survey team endeavors
toemplov these same Register criteria to interpret
significance at the local level.
There may be no connection between National
Register eligibility and whether a resource is judged
eligible for local designation by the West Orange
Historic Preservation Commission.
In short, National Register ineligibility must
never be taken as evidence of lack of significance at
the municipal level.
Applying the criteria is not always an easy
task.
Local preservationists often voice frustration
with them, and even professional preservationists admit
their imperfection.
In the December 1982 issue of'The
SAH Forum Thomas F. King, director of the Advisory
Council for Historic Preservation, observed that the
criteria
are not unmixed blessings.
As many critics have
noted, they are very general, vague, and subject
to multiple interpretations.
To be applied
rationally, they must be 'translated' into
locally or regionally meaningful terms.
Translating and applying the criteria to West
Orange was a basic survey task. When using the survey,
local prservation advocates should keep this process of
translation in mind.
They should also remember that
all aspects of West Orange history cannot be equated
with a standing resource that is worth recording or
preserving.
II.

Research

Constrained as they are by time and budget
factors, most surveys rely heavily on local volunteers
to search out and assemble a file of background
information.
Because such a volunteer force was
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unavailable in West Orange, the professional surveyteam began by making several decisions about the
research design.
The initial survey reconnaissance pointed up a
dense pattern of historical development.
Because'cf
the number of resources to be accounted for, the
surveyors decided that primary-source research on
individual buildings would be impossible, with a few
exceptions.
Forrunately, the West Orange Engineering
Department keeps an unusually complete file of
information that documents street openings and local
land subdivisions.
Some of these records date to the
last quarter of the nineteenth century.
The survey team devoted a substantial amount of
research time comparing these records to municipal
atlases lent by the West Orange Public Library and to
Sanborn Company fire insurance maps.
This research
allowed the surveyors to draw important conclusions
about the evolution of land use in the township, the
development of neighborhoods, and, consequently, the
definition of districts for historic preservation
purposes.
- •'
These historical land use records proved
especially important when it became evident that a
large percentage of the township's built environment is
significant because of residential development dating
from the first third of the twentieth century.
Additional research was carried out in standard
secondary sources (see bibliography).
The Historic
American Buildings Survey (HABS) furnished information
about several houses.
A masters thesis by Keith S. Robbins devoted to
Llewellyn Park proved to contain much information
relevant to the town at large.
One of the few substantive volunteer research
efforts was carried out by Douglas C. Alford, who
compiled information about West Orange schools.
Mr.
Alford also prepared an "Inventory of Outside
Historical Markers."
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Others prepared brief reports on Pleasantdale
Farm, the Carl Schweinler Estate, and two early houses
on South Valley Road.
Overall, the lack of requisite volunteer
assistance means that the survey is notably thin in
associative history.
Thus, many important properties,
like the Stetson houses and the Schlachter house, could
not be recorded with as much detail as their
significance warrants.
In other cases, the lack of associative history
made the evaluation of National Register eligibility
provisional.
III.

Field Investigation and Recording

With the National Register's "fifty-year rule" in
mind, 1940 was established as the approximate terminal
date for survey investigation.
With the help of
Engineering Department records, post-1940 development
was identified on a large-scale map of West Orange;
added to these areas was Llewellyn Park, which had been
surveyed previously for a National Register district
nomination.
The remaining areas became the survey territory.
During the summer of 1991 the survey team made an
automobile reconnaissance of every street presumed to
have pre-1940 resources.
The surveyors recorded on
survey forms all significant areas that fell into the
survey territory.
The few exceptions were buildings
which displayed negligible architectural-historical
significance individually and were not part of
groupings that suggested collective significance.
Descriptions of buildings, surroundings
environments, selected natural areas, and groups of
resources were recorded on one of three standard survey
forms issued by the Office of New Jersey Heritage:
Individual Structure Survey Form: This form was
chosen when a single building merited a
relatively detailed description because of its
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associative or architectural significance.
Sometimes, however, the individual form was
used simply because a building of lesser
interest stands in isolation and can be recorded
in no other way. Conversely, some individually
noteworthy buildings (the St. Cloud Presbyterian
Church is one) are recorded as parts of districts
or streetscapes to which they contribute.
Streetscape Form: Many streets and roads in West
Orange are developed with collections of
buildings that contribute to a common identity
but fall short of the complexity or size of a
district.
These are recorded on streetscape
forms. Sometimes the distinction between
streetscape and district is hazy. Main Street,
for example, was recorded on a streetscape form,
although it might also be defined as a linear
district.
District Form: A district is a collection of
resources whose aggregate importance transcends
its individual components.
Some districts, like
St. Cloud, may contain buildings that are
individually important as well. The district
survey forms accommodates district concentrations
of diverse sizes and configurations.
IV

Photography and Mapping

Approximately three hundred 35mm black-and-white
photographs were taken of individual buildings and of
views illustrating streetscapes and districts.
A
representative selection of color transparencies
duplicates a number of these prints and includes other
subjects as well.
Each district is located, with approximate
boundaries, on a section of the West Orange municipal
street map which is appended to the district survey
form.
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READING THE SURVEY FORMS

In the upper right corner of each survey form is
the number "0722," the code assigned to West Orange by
the Office of New Jersey Heritage.
This municipal
number is followed by a survey number that identifies
the particular building, streetscape, or district being
recorded.
Each individual survey number is preceded by A,
B, C, or D. These letters were assigned by the survey
team to define the township's four geographic quadrants
(refer to the key map, following, for quadrant
identification). Thus a survey form recording a
property in the A Quadrant would bear a number in the
following combination: 0072-A35.
Some survey forms are followed by attachments in
the form of district maps, historic atlas plates, or
other illustrations.
They are identified by a circled
number which is the individual survey number minus the
four-digit municipal number.
i
In general, the information found on the three
different survey forms is self-explanatory.
For
definitions of unfamiliar architectural terms, readers
should consult standard architectural dictionaries and
style guides.
Two useful books are:
* Henry H. Saylor's Dictionary of Architecture
* Virginia and Lee McAlester's A Field Guide to
American Architecture.
Orte category of potential confusion is "Physical
condition." Condition and architectural integrity are
not synonymous.
Thus the physical condition of a wellmaintained 18th-century farmhouse might be described as
"Excellent," even if covered with aluminum siding and
missing all its original window sash.
Conversely,
another, similar house with all its original materials
and features intact might be falling down from neglect,
a situation that would earn it a condition rating of
"Poor."
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The "References" section frequently includes
numbers prefixed by the letters "ED." These citat T
refer to local subdivision and similar records on
in the West Orange Engineering Department.

I

I

3

11

West Orange
Seen Through Its Architecture

Throughout our history, we Americans have been
captivited by the new, the "latest," the most up-todate.
One exception has been our historic
architecture.
We haven't always protected it, but we
consistently boast about it, each town vying with its
neighbor over the charms of "the oldest house." West
Orange is no exception.
From the township's earliest
histories to its Bicentennial booklets, West Orange has
lavished attention on its eighteenth- and earlynineteenth century past.
Tales abound of Tory Corner,
the Pilgrim's Cross and the hardships of pioneer
settlers.
It is good that this history has been
recorded.
Not so fortunate is the fact that almost
without exception the physical record of those early
days has vanished.
The task of this cultural resources
survey is not to write a history of West Orange but to
account for and interpret the significant tangible
remains of that history.
Readers in search of traditional histories are referred to the bibliography.
r.

The survey identifies a number of eras and themes
which make it easier to understand the township's
cultural resources. These categories will help the
observer anticipate what kinds of historic architecture
to expect and what kinds will be notable by their
absence.
The six principal divisions are:
Early Settlement
The Romantic Revivals
Homes for the People
Main Street
Suburbia Redefined
A Legacy of Open Space
EARLY SETTLEMENT
Stylistically speaking, there exists no "colonial"
architecture.
Instead, New Jersey is home to a range
of traditional building types.
Excellent examples may
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be found in the state's few remaining rural areas.
They have all bur vanished in the more numerous
urbanized sections.
Such is the case in West Orange,
where architectural evidence of the township's agrarian
past is difficult to find.
Domestic Architecture
Because only a limited number of eighteenthcentury and earlv-nineteenth century houses survive
here, they become significant, to some extent, simply
because of their rarity.
From the beginning rugged
terrain acted as a brake on agricultural expansion.
Early settlement was clustered near or scattered along
the the township's few roads.
In 1806 today's Main Street and Mt. Pleasant
Avenue became the route of the Orange Turnpike, a
substantial improvement over eighteenth-century
thoroughfares, which connected Newark with Morristown.
A tollgare stood at the intersection of Gregory and Mt.
Pleasant avenues.
This road, together with Eagle Rock
Avenue (Swinefield Road) and Northfield Avenue were the
hree routes over the first and second mountains.
An
important north-south route was "Second Road," now
South Valley Road.
Aggregations of settlement so small as to go
unremarked today were often recognized as semiautonomous hamlets in their own day.
The survivors of
one such collection are three houses spread out along
South Valley Road near its intersection with Freeman
Place.
Identified as "Freemantown" on early maps, this
section, is typical of hamlets that derived their
identities from the large land holdings of a single
family.
The most noted of the Freeman houses (61 South
Valley Road) dated from ca. 1820.
It was documented by
the Historic American Buildings Survey in 1940 and
demolished in 1966.
Two of the surviving houses in
this group are the Tomkins house at 21 South Valley
Road and the Meeker house at 4 Ridgeview Avenue at the
corner of South Valley Road [B8].
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The Meeker house, perhaps dating to 1780, but
traceable to 1811, represents a classic house type
found throughout the English-settled parts of New
Jersey.
Two stories with attic, it has a three-bay
facade and a double-pile plan with side-hall entry.
Developed during the transitional Georgian-Federal
period, this basic plan type remained popular in
modified forms throughout the middle of the nineteenth
century.
Not well represented in West Orange, this is
the best surviving example of the type.
Another house from approximately the same period
stands in the Hutton Park neighborhood [B381. Known
popularly as "The Blue Tavern," it dates to ca. 1305.
Although modified several times, its exposed brick
firebacks and high profile are among the remaining
features which make its Federal-era style apparent.
By
contrast, the long, low ground-hugging profile of a
clapboard house on Mt. Pleasant Place [C12] bespeaks a
construction date of at least a generation earler.
Among probable eighteenth-century houses, it
displays architectural integrity far better than most.
Its simple exterior, "charming" to m o d e m eyes, was in
its own time evidence of an interest in basic shelter
without the time or means for stylistic embellishment.
This characteristic makes it one of the very few good
examples in West Orange of the architectural folk
tradition which preceded the influence of high-style
architecture.
Two more houses from this period were recorded by
the Historic American Buildings Survey. The Caleb
Harrison House (known as "Mountain Foot") at 93
Northfield Road dates from 1808 with a ca. 1828 wing.
The Nathaniel Williams house stood at 30 Ashwood
Terrace until it was demolished in 1939.
Its probable
construction date was 1813.
Some other houses dating from the period of early
settlement are the pre-Revolutionary Asa Williams
house, modernized after Llewellyn Haskell acquired the
land for inclusion in Llewellyn Park [A22]? the ca.
1740 Samuel Condit house on Old Indian Head Road [Cll];
and another Condit house, reputedly built about twenty
years earlier, at 49 Mt. Pleasant Avenue [C17].
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Non-Residential Architecture
The survey found no churches, mills, smithies, or
public buildings dating to the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries.
Some of the dwellings surviving
from this period may have served as taverns.
Firm
documentary evidence is lacking.
THE ROMANTIC REVIVALS
Architecture Speaks Greek
In the post-Federal period there developed a style
some claim as the first expression of a native American
architecture.
Scholars quibble about whether the Greek
Revival was the last gasp of classicism or the first
chapter of Romanticism.
Obviously it was both, but
that academic argument is largely irrelevant to the
survey since almost no Greek Revival architecture was
built in West Orange.
The simplest explanation for
this lack seemsi to be the small population that existed
here during the decades of the Greek style's
ascendancy, 1830-1840.
One notable exception is the rectory of St. Mark's
Episcopal Church [A28], dating from 1845, when the
style still had a hold on the popular imagination in
New Jersey. Built of local brownstone, the rectory is
a bold urban-looking expression of the style, quite
different from the white claboard houses more easily
recognized as Greek Revival.
The1 Greek Revival's most numerous legacy in West
Orange is one difficult to see at first.
It was the
Greek-influenced house which first turned a gable-end
to the street to suggest the pediment of a Greek
temple. Even in the absence of explicit classical
details, the gable-front house remained enormously
popular for middle-class dwellings.
Adorned with the ornament of one different style
after another, such houses are found in West Orange
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from about the 1850s on, often presenting their gablefront facades in uniform rows, like those on Whittlesey
Avenue and elsewhere [A27].
Although not themselves
Greek Revival, they could not have existed without the
Greek Revival.
Llewellyn Park and the Picturesque Styles
St Mark's Episcopal Church [A28] marks a watershed
in the historical and architectural history of West:
Orange.
Its style, Gothic Revival, was developing
concurrently with Greek Revival.
Together with the
Italianate style, the Gothic and a host of allied
picturesque modes would finally put an end to the
lingering fondness for classical architecture until it
reemerged once more at the turn of the century.
St.
Mark's alone did not usher in a new way of building,
however.
West Orange was beginning to rouse itself from a
long slumber.
By the year 1850 the land remained
sparsely settled, rural and even wild, with a
population estimated at less than 2,000.
It was this
wild and picturesque scenery that attracted a wealthy
importer named‘Llewellyn Haskell.
By 1853 Haskell had
bought forty acres atop Eagle Rock and was well on his
way to creating Llewellyn Park [A22], America's first
significant planned community developed according to
the landscape theories of Andrew Jackson Downing.
Not only was Haskell himself an imaginative and
energetic man, he enjoyed the good fortune to count
among his friends one of Americ'a foremost architects,
Alexander Jackson Davis.
Some of Davis's designs for
houses in the park survive.
They are among the first
and most influential examples of the picturesque in
American architecure.
Included are the gatehouse
[A22:71], "Castlewood" [A22:77], and the Gothic Revival
Nichols-McKim-Chubb cottage [A22:45], now in a sad
state of disrepair.
The author of the park's landscape plan may never
be known (evidence points to Haskell himself, with the
assistance of others), but the plan and its survival
are even more significant than any single house in the
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park.
The great Frederick Law Olmsted referred to it
as a model when describing his proposed design for
"Greensward," which became Central Park.
It is one of
New Jersey's historical treasures.
Davis's houses for Haskell once had a host of
imitators in West Orange.
Most: of these Italianate,
Gothic, and Bracketed cottages and villas have
vanished, so the few that survive are especially
significant.
One notable concentration of dwellings
from this era was begun in 1862 when Dr. Edgar E. Marcy
acquired some two hundred acres in the vicinity of the*
ridge of the first nounrain near Northfield Road and
Prospect Avenue.
Prominent residents, among them Marcy's son-in-law
Gen. George B. McClellan and New York banker John
Crosby Brown, built sprawling estates on the "Brow" or
"Ridge." In 1890, in his guidebook called simply The
Central Railroad of New Jersey, Gustav Kobbe pointed
our the charms of the Ridge when he noted that "along
the top of Orange Mountain is a series of beautiful
country places."
By then the Ridge [B53] had become a serious
architectural and social contender for Llewellyn Park's
prestige, but one thing it lacked was the protective
covenant Haskell had built into his plan; today not one
of its principal residences stands.
Demolition of whar
does survive continues as this description is being
written. Among the threatened buildings are an
icehouse and related structures on Prospect Avenue
[B53].
Two buildings that appear to be secure are a pair
of frame carriage houses on Ridge Road [B53]. Typical
of how lA.J. Downing's board-and-batten mode developed
into the Stick Style after the Civil War, they exhibit
remarkable integrity and are among the finest of a
nearly extinct type in New Jersey.
A small cottage [B38] that bears stylistic
affinities with the two carriage houses stands on
Merrywood Drive at the entrance to Charles Hecksher's
ca. 1850s estate, Hutton Park.
It too has superb
integrity and gives us some idea of what the larger
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houses of this same era might have looked like.
Hecksher's villa has been demolished.
An impressive stuccoed and bracketed cottagevilla, built in 1846 when Main Street was still rural,
is now used as a community house and branch library
[A15]. Further north at 354 Main Street is the Ward
homestead, a frame house that shows how eighteenthcentury dwellings were modernized with the application
of Romantic Revival ornament [All].
In most New Jersey communities that saw
significant development after the Civil War, the Ward
homestead would stand in the company of numerous
towered or cubical Italianate villas, two of the
period's most popular Romantic Revival variants.
They
are conspicuously absent in West Orange, although a
cubical Italianate house, later remodeled in the
Classical Revival style, can be found at the end of
Cobane Terrace North [B15]. One the most impressive
towered Italianate villas must have been the Harrison
house on Harrison Avenue.
Shorn of its details and
encased in aluminum siding [A26] it survives only as a
pathetic relic.
l
Most West.Orange houses of the second half of the
nineteenth century are clapboard.
Despite the
existence of significant brownstone quarries, that
material was usually reserved for important buildings
such as St. Mark's Church or ambitious, high-style
houses like Levi Stone's [A22:49] in Llewellyn Park.
For this reason the Shrump house and barn [D2] on .Eagle
Rock Avenue unusual.
The style of the house is one of
those mid-century hybrids that owes its existence to
the Gothic Revival without exhibiting explicitly Gothic
features. Although the b a m has been converted to a
church,!its simple, utilitarian lines are still
apparent.
Dr. Marcy's successful venture on the Ridge
encouraged emulation.
Not long afterwards Benjamin
Small laid out the St. Cloud neighborhood to the
south.
Conceived originally as a summer colony, it
became a year-round residential enclave by the last
quarter of the century, undoubtedly stimulated by the
improvements to rail commuting effected by the
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Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad's leasing of
the old Morris & Essex line in 1868.
St. Cloud [Cll] is significant because if offers
the largest concentration of Second Empire houses in
West Orange.
An important transitional style between
the early Romantic Revivals espoused by Downing and
Davis and post-civil War Victorian eclectic
architecture, the Second Empire is another style not
well represented among the township's surviving houses
of the 1860s and 1870s.
Both the standard three-story version (Fairview
Avenue offers several) and the cottage variant like
those on Ridgeway Avenue share the Second Empire's
characteristic mansard roof and elaborate millwork trim
at cornices, porches, and window enframements. All are
wood framed with clapboard siding; projecting pavilions
are common features.
St. Cloud's two churches also offer an instructive
contrast between architectural styles and the socio
cultural aspects of their congregations.
The earlier
of the two is the Church of the Holy Innocents [Cll],
built in 1872 through the efforts of a public-spirited
and devout St. Cloud resident, Fanny Monroe Robinson.
Designed in a board-and-batten style sometimes called
Carpenter's Gothic, the building is typical of the
small, wooden Episcopal mission churches popularized by
Richard Upjohn.
In fact, the centennial history of the church claims
that it was Upjohn himself who was retained by Mrs.
Robinson and her husband to design Holy Innocents.
Although the church has been moved from its original
site and enlarged, is continues to reflect the
essential qualities of the simple wooden churches of
the late 1860s and early 1870s.
Within sight of Holy Innocents is the St. Cloud
Presbyterian Church [Cll], built in 1881. An
impressive Romanesque design by William Appleton
Potter, its construction signaled both the rise of
Presbyterianism in West Orange and the more grandiose
architectural aspirations typical of the 1880s in both
residential and public architecture.

_
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Eclecticism After 1875

The St. Cloud Presbyterian Church is a convenient
chronological siting point for assessing what happened
to architecure in West Orange in the last twenty-five
years of the nineteenth century.
The church is the
most important landmark of that period.
By comparing
it to the Church of the Holy Innocents we can see how
it symbolizes a dramatic change in scale and a
different attitude about the use of historical models.
These and other changes ushered in an era of free
wheeling eclecticism.
The architecture most associated
with this era, the style, in fact, that most people
identify with the term "Victorian," is the Queen Anne
style.
Oddly enough, this popular style has few
prominent exemplars in West Orange.
One explanation
may be that the first phase of estate building was,
already well established by the 1880s; another is the
loss of examples which were built.
Finally, the
population was still less than one quarter of its
modern total in 1870, numbering, according to some
sources, little more than 9,000.
i
Two well-preserved examples which display a
multitude of Queen Anne and associated eclectic
features face one another across Main Street near the
entrance to Llewellyn Park [All].
The best example of
the style is unquestionably "Glenmont," designed'ca.
1880 by Henry Hudson Holly for the department store
executive Henry C. Pedder and later home to Thomas
Edison [A22:37].
All of these houses are defined by
exuberantly irregular massing and a combination of
materials, shapes and surfaces.
Their ornament was
made possible by the steam-powered industrialization of
planers1, jigsaws, and lathes.
Toward the end of its lifespan the Queen Anne
style began to evolve into the Shingle Style; finally
it coexisted with and eventually merged with the
Colonial Revival.
Among the few transitional Queen
Anne-Shingle Style houses in West Orange are the house
at the corner of Old Indian Road and Ridqeway Avenue
[Cll] and 250 Gregory Avenue.
Both are characterized
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by. less overt ornament and an "organic" approach to
massing than the Quenn Anne style itself.
The defining features of the Queen Anne style
survived in more diffuse form after its heyday.
In
greatly simplified ways they were applied to middleclass and worker housing as part of the suburbanization
that swept the township beginning in the 1890s.
HOMES FOR THE PEOPLE
Until the last quarter of the nineteenth century
the most notable West Orange architecture was built for
monied suburbanites who could afford to enjoy the
township's rural charms from the vantage of picturesque
cottages or larger villas staffed by numerous
servants.
Llewellyn Park, Hutton Park, St. Cloud, and
the Ridge told a story of affluence and privilege
framed by the most fashionable architectural styles.
The land these enclaves occupied tended to be the
highest points with the finest views, while the bulk of
the population dived below the mountains.
Their homes
were in scattered hamlets and farmsteads surviving from
the beginning of the century and in small neighborhoods
of newer dwelling, many of them stretched out along
Main Street and clustered around Tory Corners.
All of that began to change by the end of the
1880s due to several forces.
In the 1870s Llewellyn
Haskell had already begun to subdivide 50' lots to
create Maple, Elm, and Chestnut streets (a practice
deplored in Llewellyn Park's minutes as "injurious to
himself,and the proprietors.")
But the single most
decisive event in this chapter of the township's
history occurred on November 24, 1887 with the opening
of the Thomas A. Edison Industries, Inc. on a parcel of
approximately twenty-five acres at the intersection of
Main Street and Lakeside Avenue [A25].
Coinciding as it did with a boom in the
construction of interurban trolleys, Edison's plant
opened up the areas around Main Street for large-scale
development.
Land within walking distance of Edison
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Industries became premium real estate, and in 1892 the
firsr electric cars of the Newark Passenger Railway
gave easy access to shopping and business centers in
towns to the east.
The first developer to take advantage of these new
circumstances on a large scale was Watson Whittlesy,
who would also develop the New Brunswick suburb of
Highland Park a few years later. Whittlesey bought the
old Ira Harrison farm and began laying out Watchung
Heights or, simply, "The Heights." According to Samuel
Crane Williams's history of West Orange, the success of
the Heights was assured because "the Eagle Rock and
Orange lines had been so laid out that they practically
encircled" Whittlesy's land.
True to the spirit of speculative modesty,
Whittlesy's original streets were named Watson Avenue
and Whittlesey Avenue, followed by Watchung Avenue.,.
High Street, and Cherry and Elm streets. Whittlesy and
others soon expanded these boundaries.
Eventually the
same type of subdivision was extended across Franklin
Avenue to become Upper Watchung Heights.
Similar
neighborhoods were laid out around Valley Road and
Central Avenue) and elsewhere.
Whittlesy's large subdivision typifies the forms
that West Orange housing took in the years 1890-1910.
Almost without exception these houses assumed the form
of detached gable-front dwellings.
Their facades were
usually three bays with a side-hall entrance, their
plans were most often rectangular and two rooms deep,
and their height was commonly two stories plus attic
[A26, A27]. Sometimes a stubby side wing qualifies
them as a type now referred to as a "Tri-gabled L."
Recently the term "Homestead House" has been coined as
a catchkll name for any of these gable-front houses,
regardless of stylistic applique.
Brick exceptions to the frame and clapboard rule
were rare.
Essentially boxes, these houses gained
whatever hint of style they may have by virtue of
millwork ornament on cornices, porches, and around
windows and doors.
The stylistic range of their
ornament is varied.
Individual bracketed and
Italianate features persisted from the 1850s; shingled
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surfaces and spindled porch posts were taken from the
vocabulary of Queen Anne architecture.
Sometimes
builders elaborated more ambitious versions of these
boxy houses with a few turrets, towers, and projecting
bays.
Where Whittlesy and his contemporaries turned for
their designs is an important guestion. Unlike the
houses of the mountaintop gentry, these were not
architect-designed dwellings.
By the turn of the
century American architectural pattern books were an
influential phenomenon in New Jersey.
The houses under discussion here are usually so
simple and generic that thy could have been derived,
with variations, from dozens of different published
sources.
Local carpenter-builders would then make
further modifications as demanded by developer or
buyer.
Some slightly larger houses with more obvious
pattern-book sources are found on Hillside Avenue
[B26].
Slightly later than Watchung Heights is a
collection of short streets [Al] laid out between Main
Street and the lower border of Llewellyn Park,
developed by some of the same park proprietors who had
earlier criticized Llewellyn Haskell for the same
tactics. The development date for these streets (ca.
1911-1917) is of particular significance.
It was in
1911 that Edison's invention of the ductile tungsten
filament light bulb, a great practical improvement over
his carbon filament bulb, led to a dramatic expansion
of his production output and eventually to the
employment of as many as 3,000 workers.
Within easy
walking distance of the Edison plant, these streets
were the ideal location for worker housing.
i
The houses are notable for their repetitive
uniformity and lack of ornament.
Both gable-roofed and
gambrel-roofed rows are found.
This same development
pattern, narrow houses on narrow lots, with minimal
variety, would be repeated throughout the lower portion
of the township [B4] as a successful formula to house
hundreds of working-class families.
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Since Edison never built subsidized houses for his
employees and attached row houses were never popular
here, West Orange did not assume the appearance of a
company town, despite its streets and streets of worker
housing.
Many of the rows of detached houses described
above were two- or four-family buildings.
In addition
to these, some multi-family or small apartment houses
were built, most dating from the early twentieth
century.
Examples appear in Watchung Heights [A27],
the streets below Llewellyn Park, near the Edison plant
[A 4 ], and elsewhere.
From the viewpoint of architectural integrity,
many of these neighborhoods have not fared well in the
latter part of the twentieth century. Watchung Heights
has suffered from considerable visual degradation,
perhaps because so many of its original lots were so
narrow. Lots never developed during the period of
sigificance have been filled-in with out-of-scale
houses; insensitive alterations and synthetic siding
have obliterated original surfaces and ornament along
entire streets.
The modest but genteel environments
that their developers were trying to create have often
been brutalized.
I
MAIN STREET
Commenting on West Orange in his 1874 book Pen and
Pencil Pictures on the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western
Railroad, J.K. Hoyt wrote, "It looks to Orange for its
main supplies, educational and physical, and is but a
congregation of men of wealth, who from their mountain
eyries, look compassionately down upon the world
below." As we have seen, the township as a whole began
to change dramatically during the last quarter of the
nineteenth century, but Hoyt's assessment continued to
characterize Main Street.
Because the township has continued to look beyond
its borders to its more urbanized neighbors for so many
of its needs, Main Street did not develop the
institutional or commercial services common to so many
downtowns.
This odd fact strongly colors the
architecture and streetscape of downtown.
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The monumental commercial blocks, post offices,
banks, libraries, movie palaces, and churches typical
of other New Jersey Main Streets are nowhere in
evidence here.
The result is a Main Street whose
mostly small-scale buildings have continued to house a
mixture of retail and residential uses, all strung out
along a great length instead of gathered into a dense
urban concentration.
This not to say that Main Street [All] is without
its landmarks.
At one end is Washington School, which
overlooks a small group of masonry commercial
buildings, some of the very few commercial buildings
that reach a height of three stories.
The school was
designed in 1895 by the noted firm of Rossiter & Wright
(also responsible for the Village Hall in nearby South
Orange) and subsequently enlarged several times.
Unlike most traditional Main Streets, Main Street
in West Orange was also home to the township's only
significant industrial complex, the Thomas A. Edison
Industries [A25], located at the intersection of
Lakeside Avenue.
The original five-building research
and manufacturing complex dating from 1887 is now a
National Historic Landmark owned and managed by the
National Park Service. The later (ca.1910) and larger
concrete buildings are evidence of Edison's diversified
interests.
Now only a fraction of its original size, the
complex once extended along Lakeside Avenue to the
present township engineering office.
Since the
surviving buildings are now little more than half-empty
architectural dinosaurs awaiting a cretive reuse plan,
it is difficult for today's observers to imagine the
impact that Edison's non-unionized operations once
exerted1 on the Main Street environment. According to a
book by Robert Conot titled A Streak of Luck, "His
factories were excruciating generators of noise and
pollution. . . . "
At the opposite end of Main Street from the
Washington School is downtown's second monumental
public building, the Georgian Revival Municipal
Building [All]. Together with St. Mark's Church [A28]
it effectively anchors lower Main Street.
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More typical of Main Stxeet and Washington Street
[A 2 ], its commercial adjunct, is a mixture of one-story
brick taxpayers, two- and three-story commercial
blocks, a few wood-frame shops, and a suprising number
of houses of different sizes— a mixture that defies
categorization.

SUBURBIA REDEFINED
By the teens of the twentieth century West Orange
and the rest of northern New Jersey were undergoing a
third suburban metamorphosis.
In a span of little more
than half a century, the original, idealized railroad
suburbs had been democratized by the brief but intense
development of the streetcar era.
The suburbs were
about to surrender to, or embrace, a third means of
transportation— the automobile.
Nationwide, the increasing populariy of the
automobile, together with the enactment of zoning laws,
and the policies of Herbert Hoover's tenure as
secretary of commerce wrought new kinds of residential
districts in the 1920s.
Together with the economic and
social changes brought about by World War I, these
factors produced the most significant alteration of the
built environment in the township's history.
Llewellyn Park, that bastion of beauty and
seclusion, would survive largely intact, as would a few
other concentrations of wealth.
But the scattered
estates and recreational open space that had defined
the Era of Privilege were about to give way to a new
and egalitarian surge of house-building.
In ithe teens of the 20th century West Orange had
seen construction of some Bungalows and Arts & Craftsinfluenced houses [A26]. Although part of a larger
popular movement elsewhere in New Jersey, houses of
this kind do not represent a significant part of the
township's historic housing stock.
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The House in the Garden
It was the 1920s that were the unchallenged decade
of the New Suburb in West Orange.
Slowed considerably
by the Great Depression, the same development trend
limped on into the 1930s.
These new neighborhoods were
unlike anything the township had seen before.
Certainly they had nothing in common with the tight
grid of streets and the constricted lots of Watchung
Height, nor at first glance did they bear comparison
with the dappled glades of Llwellyn Park.
In truth, however, they were descendants of the
Romantic sensibility that had inspired Llewellyn Park
and other early suburban developments. These new
subdivisions were designed to take advantage of their
naturally verdant settings.
Houses and lots were not
large, but developers learned to make the most of them
by working with the township's striking topography
intead of obliterating it.
Curved streets, preserved tree lines, acres of new
landscaping, dramatic views to the east which had once
been available lonly to the rich— all these were put at
the service of-the new suburb where every middle-class
family might be expected to enjoy a moderate-sized
house set in its own small garden.
This transition in land use is exemplified by a
subdivision which was built on what had been the polo
field and the second, third and fourth holes of the
Essex County Country Club.
Its name, appropriately,
was Rolling Green Hills [B37]. Dating from 1925 and
1927 are the similarly named "Upper Enclosure" and
"Country Club Sites" [B34]
Architecturally, the 1920s and '30s were an era of
eclecticism, but an electicism different from that of
the Late Victorian period.
Instead of borrowing bits
and pieces from the past to render a creative collage
like the Queen Anne style, Jazz Age architects
flattered themselves on their knowledge of "correct"
historic architecture.
Often referred to collectively
as "Period Revival" architecture, West Orange houses of
this era mimicked many different periods and cultures
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ifi' more or less accurate terms.
Their construction,
planning and conveniences, however, made rhem the first
truly modern houses affordably produced on a mass
scale.
Even now they share more in common with the
houses of today than with their immediate predecessors.
In his 1929 novel Dodsworth, Sinclair Lewis
satirized these affluent new suburbs, with their
combination of lush landscaping, architectural
romanticism, and up-to-date technology.
He might have
been describing West Orange:
Here, masked among trees and gardens, were
springing up astonishing houses. . . . They were
all imitative of course— Italian villas and
Spanish patios and Tyrolean Inns and Tudor manorhouses and Dutch Colonial farmhouses, so mingled
and crowding one another that the observer was
dizzy. . . . Here . . . was all the color andirregularity, all the twisty iron-work and
scalloped tiles and striped awnings [one] could
swallow, along with
. . . all the mass-produced
American electric refrigerators, oil furnaces,
vacuum cleaners, garbage incinerators, over
stuffed chairs and built-in garages. . . .
Lewis's "Tudor manor-houses and Dutch Colonial
farmhouses" are the best descriptions of West Orange's
new architecture. Neighborhood after neighborhood is
typical of the era: Ridgeview Avenue [B8], Llewellyn
Heights and Pembryn Manor [A24], and Fairview Manor
[A25] can all be cited.
There, white-painted clapboard "Colonial" or
"Dutch Colonial" houses (of the innumerable examples
see 5 Moore Terrace and 28 Woodside Terrace [A25]; 45
and 53 Cobane Terrace [B16]) vied with stuccoed and
slate-roofed "English cottages" (58 Cobane Terrace is
typical of countless examples) vied for the dollars of
the successful middle-class.
Most of these
neighborhoods survive with good integrity, the basis of
what was, until recently, the achievable m o d e m
American dream of single-family home ownership.
Despite relatively small square footage, these
houses, particularly the English variants, produced a
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notably picturesque effect.
Architects combined
irregular massing and steep rooflines in the service of
an almost fairy-tale-cottage image.
The most common
path to the picturesque was paved with a kaleidoscope
of contrasting building materials; brick of all kinds;
granite, limestone, rubblestone and brownstone, used
mostly as accents; slate or wood shingle roofs;
clapboard traditionally milled or cut as variable-width
weatherboard; clay tile, terra cotta, copper, and
wrought iron.
As we can see at 174 Gregory Avenue
[B13], two or three of these materials are found in
almost every house of the period.
An architectural innovation of the era, one that
Sinclair Lewis found noteworthy precisely because of
its novelty, was the built-in garage. Many examples
are still found in West Orange with their original
doors, a feature fast vanishing in the face of electric
overhead door modernizations.
In both practical and symbolic terms, the built-in
garage signals the acceptance of the automobile as an
essential part of middle-class American life.
In West
Orange the difference between a free-standing and a
built-in garage* can be a useful clue to the age of the
house— the separate garage being more often a teens and
early '20s phenomenon, the attched garage later.
A footnote to the Period Revival eclecticism of
the 1920s is the more utilitarian approach to
residential architecture that flourished in the
previous decade but failed to make a distinguished mark
in West Orange.
Houses of this period are often
indebted to the extreme simplicity of the Arts & Crafts
Movement, popularized by Gustav Stickley's magazine The
Craftsman. Most commonly they take the form of
bungalows, like those found on Parkside Avenue and
Calvin Terrace [A24].
Neighborhood Schools
The rapid growth of the new Period Revival
neighborhoods can be charted by examining another type
of building— schools. Most of the township's few
existing schools had become antiquated and isolated
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frtom the locus of new residential costruction by the
beginning of the 1920s. Consequently a large
investment of municipal resources went to building a
group of new schools, so that neighborhoods and schools
grew up together in this period.
The most explicit
example of this architectural and social symbiosis is
the neighborhood called Educational Park, [B30],
situated between the Hazel Avenue School (built between
1904 and 1911) and West Orange High School (1923).
This frenzy of school construction in West Orange
took place concurrently with educational reforms that
reinterpreted the relationship of the school building
to what took place inside it. Writing about the
reformist outlook in the March 1992 issue of
Progressive Architecture, Amy Weisser observes that "by
the turn of the 20th Century, the schoolhouse had grown
so disorganized that reformers renewed their calls for
improvement.
Accepting the classroom layout as a .
given, architects tried to create a coherent
architectural whole, with bilateral symmetry and over
scaled entrances, and with common facilities [such as
auditoriums and gymnasiums] providing monumental
volumes to anchor the building."
I
The West Orange Schools of this period are a
collective illustration of these new ideas about
educational functions and aesthetics.
All are versions
of the bilaterally symmetrical plan anchored by a
common facility.
Three architectural firms were
responsible for these improved schools: Guilbert &
Betelle, Dillon, McClellan & Beadel, and Hacker &
Hacker.
Guilbert & Betelle designed the West Orange High
School and the Gregory Avenue School, both in 1923, and
the West Orange Junior High School in 1928.
Like many
school architects, they were specialists, whose designs
were published frequently in the architectural press
during the 1920s. Notable examples of their work
elsewhere in New Jersey include the State Normal School
in Glasboro and the Jefferson School in Maplewood, both
featured in Architecture magazine.
Stylistically, West Orange schools were dressed in
either Georgian Revival (Thomas Edison Junior High
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School) or Collegiate Gothic (West Orange High School)
exteriors.
The Gregory Avenue School [B9] is an
uncommon example of a scool from this era inspired by
classical sources other than the Georgian Revival.
In
this case the architects seem to have had in mind the
architecture of Tuscany.
Larger Houses
Although the bulk of the township's Period Revival
houses fall into the middle-class subdivision category
described above, affluent owners were building new
houses as well.
For the most part they occupied
smaller parcels of land than they might have' done a
generation or so earlier; they, too, had become more
"suburban" in the sense we understand today. A whole
string of these quasi-estate houses were built along
Gregory Avenue [Bll, B13, etc.].
The most ambitious
examples are in the Tudor or English cottage modes.
Located on Mountain Drive is the genre's single most
extravagant example [B32], notable for an unusually
picturesque roof, complex massing, and a generous hand
with varied materials.
i
The period 1920-1940 was an era when genuine
estates were disappearing in West Orange rather than
being built, with one brilliant exception.
In 1933 Dr.
Charles W. Nichols completed his country home and
gentleman's farm, Pleasantdale Farm, on Eagle Rock
Avenue [D6]. A sprawling exercise in Anglo-French
eclecticism, the house sums up all the impulses of the
Period Revival on the most lavish scale imaginable.
The fact that Pleasantdale Farm has survived with
its accessory buildings and large acreage intact makes
it the township's single extant example of estate
building from any period.
It is a fitting conclusion
to the residential chapter of West Oranges's
architectural history.
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A--LEGACY OF OPEN SPACE
From the moment when Llewellyn Haskell first took
in the breathtaking vistas from Eagle Rock, open space
has been one of the township's primary developmental
forces.
Topographical constraints both prevented
residential growth and left a legacy of recreational
lands hard to equal in any New Jersey municipality
otherwise so developed.
During the latter half of the nineteenth century
and throughout the twentieth century open space has
changed hands and uses for many reasons: quarries were
exhausted, estates were broken up for subdivision, and
country clubs relocated or sold their lands for
development.
Private polo fields and tennis courts
went the weay of great estates and elite clubs. Popular
amusements changed, too, as toboggan slides and
amusement parks fell out of fashion and their lands lay
dormant or were turned to new uses.
Most of the history of recreational open space
lies outside the scope of a cultural resources survey,
since it leaves few relics that are preservable while
at the same time reflecting the history that gave them
significance.
The most detailed treatment of the
subject is found in Keith S. Robbin's thesis devoted to
Llewellyn Park.
The most "preservable" pieces of open space are
Eagle Rock Reservation [23] and South Mountain
Reservations [C3]. Significant landmarks created by
the Essex County Park Commission, they have survived in
good approximations of their original appearance.
As
Robbins.has pointed out, the reservations are evidence
of how fcssex County Republicans used the Progressive
Era innovation of the park commission to achieve both
public aims and more partisan power goals. The single
significant building in the reservations is Highlawn
Pavilion.
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INDEX
West Orange Historic Sites Survey
A name in quotation marks indicates a district. For the most
part, districts bear their historic development names.
In some
cases
(e.g.,
"Below Rollinson")
descriptive names have been
attached in the absence of historic names.
Major streets within
districts are indexed individually. A named property is not crossindexed by street.
Thus, Pleasantdale Farm will be found under
"P," rather than "E" for Eagle Rock Avenue.

Survey #

Name
* * [A]**

A25
C18
A4
A6
D8

Amos St.
Armory (Essex Cavalry Troop)
Ashland Ave.
it

Augusta Munn Tilney Estate
* * [B]**

Alp
B48
B48
B34
A31
A25
B27
B35

B23
Cll

B45
B28
B37
B37
B36
B37

Babcock PI.
"Beaumont Park"
Beaumont Terr.
Belgrade Terr.
Belle-Terre Rd.
Bellview Terr.
"Below Valley"

"Below Rollinson"
Benvenue Ave
it

n

Beverly Rd.
Birch St.
Bradley Terr
Brookside Rd
Burnett Terr
Byrne Rd.
**[C]**

A24
B45

Calvin Terr
Carter Rd.
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B51
B5 2
A5
A26
B42
B34
B16
B15
B34
B34
B47
A27
B38
B34
B4
B52

Cary St.
Central Ave.
Charles St.
Cherry St.
Clonovar Rd.
Club Blvd.
Cobane Terr.
Cobane Terr. N.
Collamore Circle
Collamore Terr.
Colony Dr.
Columbia St.
Condit Terr.
"Country Club Sites"
Cross St.
Cummins McGall & Co. Factory

* * [D]**
A31
B51
C2
C2

"David Harper Estate"
Dean St.
"Dogwood Farms"
Dogwood Rd.
,

* * [E]**

> f.

A24
D2
D3
A29
A23
A24
C4

C5
C6
A12
A25
Ala
B30
A26
C16
C16
Aid
C18
B34
CIO

Eagle Rock Ave.
ii

it

it

it

ii

it

"Eagle Rock Manor"
"Eagle Rock Reservation"
Eagle Terr.
Edgewood Ave.
II

If

II

If

Edison Middle School
Edison National Historic Site
Edisonia Terr.
"Educational Park"
Elm St.
Elmwood Ave.
"Elmwood/Mt. Vernon"
Erwin PI.
Essex Cavalry Troop
"Essex County Golf Course"
Essex House
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* * [F]**

A24
Cll
A25
D5
B37
C21
A29
B28
B28
B34
A26

Fairmount Ave.
Fairview Ave.
"Fairview Manor"
Fairway Ave.
Fairway Dr.
Firehouse (now First Aid Squad)
Fitzrandolph Rd.
"Forest Hill Manor"
Forest Hill Rd.
ii

ti

ii

Franklin Ave.
* * [G]**

Alf
B30
B48
A26
Bll
B13
B20
B21
B37
B41
B47
B9

Glennon p i .
Glen Rd.
Grandview Ave.
Grant Terr.
Gregory Ave.
It
II
II
II
II
II
II
I ”
II
II
II
Gregory Avenue
* * [H]**

A25
D1
A26
B29
A28
B44
B30
B6
B40
A27
B37
B32
B26
A14
D9

Harriet St.
Harrington Terr.

Harrison Ave.
Harvard Terr.
Harvest Temple Church of God
"Hazel Avenue"
Hazel Avenue School
Hazel St.
Helen Ave.
High St.
Highland PI.
Highwood Rd.
Hillside Ave.
Holy Trinity Church & Rectory
Hopper Ave.
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Bll
B38
B38
B3 2

Hutton Ave.
ii
ii
"Hutton Park"
"Hutton Park West"
**[j] **

B51
B51

"Jeptha Lindsley Homestead"
Joyce St.

* * [K]**
B35
A26
A27
B48
B14

Kingsley St.
Kirk St.
Kling St.
Koewing P I .
Koewing PI. N.
* * [L]**

B51
A7
A8
D9
D4
B40
C6
A31
A17
B38

A24
A22
Alg
B38
B46
B40
B36
B9
B40
B41
B40

Lafayette St.
Lakeside Ave.
it

"Lake Vincent Park"
Laurel Ave.
Lawrence Ave.
Lenox Terr.
Lincoln Ave.
If

IV

Lindsley Ave.

"Llewellyn Heights"
"Llewellyn Park"
Llewellyn PI.
Longview St.
"Lower Winding Way"
Lowell Ave.
Lowell PI.
"Luddington Heights"
Luddington Rd.
n

it

"Luddington Realty Company"
"Luddington Terrace"

*
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* * [M]**
Main St.
Maple St.
Marmon Terr.
McGall Factory
McKinley Ave.
McKinley PI.
Meeker St.
Merrywood Dr.
Mississippi Ave.
Mitchell Rd.
II
II
Mitchell St.
Mt. Pleasant Ave.
Mt. Pleasant A v e . , House at #658
Mt. Pleasant Pi.
"Mount Vernon"
[see Elmwood & Mt. Vernon]
Mount Vernon Ave.
Mountain D r . , House at #1
Mountain Ave.
Mountain View St.
Municipal Building

All
A26
D3
B52
Ali
Aik
B27
B38
A26
B19
B30
B52
C17
C20
C12
C16
C16
B32
A25
B38
A16

* * [N]**
i
- Napoleon Stetson House
National Guard Armory
North Cobane Terr.
"North Enclosure"
Northfield Ave.
It
II
II
II
II
VI
It
VI

B52
C18
B15
B47
A19
B22
B32
B35

B50
B30
A25
C5

1

Nutman PI.
Nutwold Ave.
Nymph Rd.
**[0]**

B24
B30
D3
B34
Cll
C4

Oakridge Rd.
"
Oak Terr.
"Old Essex County Golf Course"
Old Indian Rd.
"Old Salem" Farms"

39

Old Salem Rd.
Orange PI.
Osborn PI.
Overlook Ave.
Oxford PI.
Oxford Terr.

C4
A26

B30
B41

-

J

A26
B29

**[p]**
Park Ave.
Park D r . N .
Park Dr. S.
Park Dr. W.
Park Terr.
Parkside Ave.
"Pembryn Manor"
Pillot PI.
Pine St.
"Pleasant Heights"
Pleasantdale Farm
Pleasantdale School
"Pleasantdale Manor"
Pleasant Valley Way/Rosemont
Cunningham Dr./
Prospect Ave.
prospect St.
j

A9
Aim
Alo
Ain
All
A24
A24
B35
B28
B37
D6
C19
D3
D7
B53
Ale

* * [Q]**
Quimby Pi.

B35

* * [R]**
A24

B38
A27
B53
Alh
B8
B8
B3
Cll
B35
A29
C9
B49

i

I

Rainbow Terr.
Randolph PI.
Ridge Ave.
Ridge Rd.
Ridgehurst Rd.
Ridgeview Ave.
Ridgeview Ave., House at #4
Ridgeview Presbyterian Church
Ridgeway Ave.
Riggs Pi.
Robertson Rd.
Rockspring
"Rock Spring (Country Club)"

40

Rock Spring Inn
"Rock Spring Park"
Rock Spring Rd.
"Rolling Green Hills"
Rollinson St.
ii
it
Roosevelt Ave.
Roosevelt School

C8
C5
B49
B37
B1
B7
A31
B34

* * [S]**
"St. Cloud"
St. Cloud PI.
St. Cloud School
St. Mark's Church
Sayers PI.
Schlachter House (Community House)
Seward St.
Seton Hall Prep (former W.O. High School)
Shepard Terr.
Sheridan Ave.
"Sheridan Park"
Shrump House and Barn
"Silver Spring Park"
Silver Spring Rd.
"South Mt. Reservation"
douth Valley Rd.
Standish Ave.
Stetson Family & Factory District"
Stockman St.
"Stoneleigh"
Stuart Terr.
Swaine PI.

Cll
Cll
C6
A28
Ale
A15
A27
B30
Alb
C6
C6
D2
B42
B42
C3
B3
A3
B52
B5 2
B45

Alj
B35

**[T]**
i

B52
B27

1

Tompkins St.
Tremont Ave.
**[U]**

B34
B27
B34
B36
A26

Undercliff Terr.
Union St.
"Upper Enclosure"
Undercliff Terr. S.
"Upper Watchung Heights"
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* * [V]**

Valley Rd.
II
II
II
II
Valley Way
ti
i«

A20
B2
B51
A26
A21
A22
B43
A26

it

ti

"Villa Sites"
Virginia Ave.
**[W]**
Walker Ct.
Walker Rd.
Washington Avenue
Washington School
Washington St.
Watchung Ave.
"Watchung Heights II
Watson Ave.
Wellington Ave.
West Orange H.S. (now Seton Hall Prep )
West Rd.
Westview Rd.
Wheeler St.
, White St.
Whittlesey St.
Winding Way
Woodhull Ave.
Woods End Rd.
Woodside Terr.

B17
B36
B5
A13
A2
A27
A27
A27
B25
B30
B49
C7
A18
A10
A27
B39
D1
Cl
A25

**[Y] **

B29

Yale Terr.
l

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0072-A1

TSTRICT NAME: Worker Housing Neighborhood
NICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT:Residential
DESCRIPTION: (General description of district as a whole and boundaries)
The district is composed of sixteen short streets which are named and
described fully on the separate streetscape forms which follow this
district form.
All but one lie between the eastern boundary of
Llewellyn Park and Main Street.
Babcock Place, the single exception,
lies on the opposite side of Main Street, but illustrates a similar and
slightly earlier development pattern.
They are designated in the
following manner:
Survey Number

Street Name

Ala
Alb
Ale
Aid
Ale
Alf
Alg
Alh
Ali
Alj
Aik
All
Aim
Ain .
Alo
Alp

Edisonia Terrace
Shepard Terrace
Prospect Street
Erwin Place
Sayers Place
Glennon Place
Llewellyn Place
Ridgehurst Road
McKinley Avenue
Stuart Terrace
McKinley Place
Park Terrace
Park Drive North
Park Drive West
Park Drive South
Babcock Place

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: See Streetscape forms
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES:

COMMENTS:

Al/p.

2

SIGNIFICANCE:
Developed between about 1890 and 1920, this group of small streets
illustrates the dramatic contrast between Llewllyn Haskell's innovative
master plan for Llewellyn Park and the standard approach to development
that characterized American towns of the period.
Although the
topographical constraints that give so much of West Orange a unique
appearance prevented the use of the ubiquitous gridded street pattern
here, the district's sixteen streets were nevertheless laid out to
overcome environmental features to the greatest extent possible,
instead of embracing them as Haskell's plan did.
The socio-economic factors that led to the creation of these streets
are summarized by Keith Robbins in his masters thesis devoted to
Llewellyn Park, where he observes:
The land that comprises these small streets could have been used
for "Country homes for city people," instead, it developed into
city homes for city people. For the most part, the owners of these
properties were Llewellyn Park Proprietors, who were succumbing to
market factors to build small houses rather than develop the land
as Haskell had intended.
As these lands were not part of the
original tracts owned by Haskell, they could be developed in any
manner.
The patchwork development that resulted proved that without the
visionary commitment of a man like Haskell, whose goal was not
primarily an economic one, market factors would invariably produce a
standardized kind of land subdivision.
The narrow streets of tightly
spaced houses resulted in a typical turn-of-the-century working-class
environment.
Ironically, however, some of the houses sited closest to
the Llewellyn Park boundary have impressive views of Manhattan, an
unanticipated bonus for the laborers who worked in Thomas Edison's
industrial complex or cared for the Llewellyn Park properties of their
social "betters."
REFERENCES:

(Include representation in existing surveys)

Keith Robbins thesis

ATTACHMENTS:
MAPS:

(Indicate number)
PHOTOS:

OTHER:

RECORDED BY:
ORGANIZATION:
DATE:

RPG & SZB
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960
Summer 1991

SLIDES:

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Ala

STREET NAME: Edisonia Terrace
*OSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:

"

This one-block long street did not exist in 1911, but was almost
totally developed in 1924.
It rises uphill towards Llewelyn Park and
has scattered street trees and cement sidewalks.
Some of the narrow
lots were never built on, but evidently were purchased to provide side
yards and driveways.
Number 31 and the house below it were built in a cross-gabled
Colonial Revival style.
Although #31 is covered with asbestos siding
and has had its porch enclosed, much of its detailing survives, whereas
its neighbor has been totally encased in aluminum siding.
Opposite #31 is a 2-story 3-bay double house with radically
altered fenestration and synthetic siding.
Numbers 24 and 22 are Dutch Colonial Revival houses of the
simplest kind, both with enclosed porches and synthetic siding.
Number 21 is an elaborate Foursquare with large gabled dormers and
polygonal front bay.
The porch is enclosed and the house is covered
with synthetic siding.
Numbers 15 and 11 were originally identical to #21. Number 15
most clearly resembles the original appearance of the three, with an
open porch and diamond-paned windows on the second floor.
Number 18 is a 2 1/2 story clipped-gable house covered with
synthetic siding. Its porch posts have been replaced with wrought
iron.
Number 16 is a semi-Bungalow with a huge
containing three windows and half-timbering.
sided and the porch enclosed.
Porch transoms
elliptical fan motif, typical of the period.

gabled front dormer
The house is synthetic
are fashioned with an
The garage is original.

Numbers 10 and 14 are stylistically united by twin gabled bays on
the 2nd-floor facade.
Both are 2-story side-gabled houses. Number 14
is stuccoed and has had its integrity badly compromised by an enclosed
porch. At #10 the gabled bays have prominent knee-brace brackets, but
the porch is enclosed covered in synthetic siding.
Numbers 8 and 6
#6 is front-gabled,
are enclosed.

e a ipaire of Bungalows. Number 8 is side-gabled;
ic siding, and both porches

Numbers 7 and 9 are a pair of nearly identical cross-gabled
vernacular Colonial Revival houses similar to those at the top of the
street.
Both have been denatured with synthetic siding. Number 7 has
an original 2-car garage and a stone retaining wall at the front.

Ala/p.

2

Number 4 is a shingle and clapboard Foursquare with paired facade
windows and a triple dormer window, all with diamond panes.
The porch
is enclosed but this may have been done at a relatively early date. At
the front and side is a brick retaining wall that matches the front
steps.
At the rear is a four-bay garage built of rock-faced cement
block that maches the house foundation.
Two lots near the top have
stone retaining walls.
See District form A1 for Significance

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 70% GOOD 20% FAIR 10% POOR
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
Development
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Zoning
Deterioration
Other
[X] No Threat
COMMENTS:

LECORDED BY: Robert P. Guter

ORGANIZATION:

ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
S T R E E T SCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alb
'TREET NAME: Shepard Terrace
10SS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Like Edisonia Terrace, Shepard Terrace rises uphill toward
Llewellyn Park. The south side is developed uniformly with a row of
tightly-spaced houses without side yards in fulfillment of the original
narrow lot development plan, unlike the situation on Edisonia, where
many buyers purchased double lots.
It consists of sixteen 2 1/2-story
houses, alternating front and side gables, with first- and second-floor
facade porches.
Almost all have been treated badly, with synthetic
siding and enclosed porches.
Number 24, by distinction, has recently
been restored so that it now exhibits some simple, but fine details.
Unfortunately, its front yard has been turned into a parking area.
Number 29, at the top of the street, is a 19th-century survivor
which predates the subdivision.
It is a large L-plan brick villa that
has a steep front gable with kicked and bracketed eaves that shelter
the double two-story window with its own gabled roof; below it is a
polygonal ground-floor bay.
Large, floor-length windows suggest the
existence of a porch, since removed.
The condition of the brick walls
suggest that the house may have been painted.
It is undergoing a
curious renovation that includes stone veneer, new front doors,
concrete Ionic entry columns, and clay-tile, first-floor roofs, all of
which are seriously denaturing a once important house.
Its slate roof
and tall stuccoed chimneys survive.
Its bracketed early Romantic
Revival style, circa 1850-1860, suggests a connection with the first
period of growth in Llewellyn Park.
The north side of the street appears to have been developed at a
different time.
Number 25 is a synthetic-sided Bungalow with enclosed
porch and aluminum awnings at the front.
It postdates 1924.
Number 23 is an fine side-gabled Bungalow, treated in an unusual
neo-classical style, with columned entry portico and 6/1 sash. An
exterior brick chimney rises through the projected eaves line. At the
rear is a 1-car garage of the same period, with its original doors
framed by trellises.
The front of the house is shaded by a huge
Japanesse maple.
The architectural and landscape ambience is
particularly finefor such a small property.
Number 19 post-dates 1924.
It is a Dutch Colonial Revivial house
absolutely typical of that genre, with a shingled second floor above a
clapboard ground floor.
The front eaves are bracketed (unusual for
this date but found elsewhere in West Orange).
The second floor
windows are 6/1 sash and the porch was probably enclosed at an early
date.
Behind the house is a 2-car garage.
Between numbers 19 and 11 is a vacant lot.
Number 11 is a post-World Weir II bungalow.
Number 9 (?) is a synthetic-sided house of recent vintage.
On the south side of the street telephone poles preclude any use
of street trees.

Alb/p. 2

See District form A1 for Significance

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 80% GOOD 20% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY:

RPG & SZB

ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
___
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alc
STREET NAME: Prospect Street
.ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Unlike Edisonia and Shepherd, most of Prospect Street was
developed just before 1911, with some later infill.
Like them it rises
uphill.
It has scattered street trees and cement sidewalks, some laid
with a heavy mixture of pebbles. At the top of the street on the south
side is a circa 1950s brick building and playing field belonging to
P. A. L.
The first house at the top (corner Sayers Place) represents the
earliest development phase of the street.
It is two stories with a low
attic under a shallow front gable.
It is synthetic sided and has had
its porch enclosed.
Number 26 is a semi-Bungalow, synthetic-sided, with an enclosed
porch.
Number 23 is a Colonial Revival side-gabled bungalow similar to
the one on Shepherd Terrace (even to tne Japanese maple in the front
yard), but this example is synthetic sided.
It is set behind a low
stone retaining wall.
Number 19 and 21 is a 3-bay 4-family house with 2-story bay
windows framing the two entrances.
The roof is flat or has a very low
pitch.
A simple facade porch is carried on chamfered posts with flat,
jigsawn brackets.
The house is clad in beveled clapboard.
It
represents an earlier phase of 4-family housing than is found in the
Watchung’Heights neighborhood.
Almost miraculously, it is not
synthetic sided showing how handsome a simple house like this can be.
Number 22 post dates 1911.
It is the archetypal West Orange 3story gambrel-front house, and as usual it is synthetic sided.
Number
20 is a 3-bay gable-front house identical to the first house aescibed
on this street.
Number 17 is another 3-bay, frame, gabled house predating 1911, in
fact, possibly as early as 1850-60. Unlike the others it has its
original clapboard siding and most original details.
Especially
noteworthy are its shaped rafter ends.
Next is a group of 4 houses, #13-5, built between 1911 and 1924.
At the center of this quartet is a pair of 3-bay, gabled, frame houses,
circa 1850-60.
The gambrel-front houses in the group are typical of
those poopular in West Orange. All four are synthetic sided with
varying degrees of poor integrity.
Although #5 has asbestos siding, it
retains its slate roof and most of its details.
Numbers 6 and 8 are the by-now-familiar 3-bay, frame, gabled type,
circa I850s-60s, synthetic sided, with poor integrity.
Number 10 (1911-1924) is a 1 1/2 story, gambrel, cottage with
synthetic siding and poor integrity^

Alc/p.

2

Number 16 is a front-gabled 2 1/2-story house with a facade porch
carried on paired Doric columns supported by rock-faced concrete block.
The overscaled two-floor windows have 8/1 sash.
The attic story is
given a pedimented effect with a shallow pent roof.
Good integrity.
One small patch of bluestone exists near the lower end of the
south side.

See District form A1 for Significance

PHYSICAL. CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
25% GOOD 75% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
Roads
THREATS TO STREET:
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
70MMENTS:

RECORDED BY: Robert Guter
ORGANIZATION: ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Aid
STREET NAME: Erwin Place
IROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Like its parallel neighbor streets in this district, Erwin Place
rises uphill toward the back of Llewellyn Park.
In this case
development is totally consistent and a bit later them its neighbors,
with all of the houses dating from after 1924.
All are 2-1/2- story
houses with some variety of gable or gambrel roof. They are sited
close to one another with just enough room for driveways between.
The
overall aspect, thanks to street trees, good maintenance and fewer
instances of synthetic siding, is historically a bit more middle class.
At the top of the street is a shady, wooded area.
Sidewalks are
concrete and rounded concrete curbs appear to be original. All of the
houses have facade porchesT
There are a total of 19 houses on the street, which include 2
gable front, 9 Dutch Colonial Revival, 7 side gable and 1 Tudor
Revival.
Numbers 16 and 20 have brick ground-floors.
Number 20 has a
green-glazed clay-tile roof and a 3-car garage with the same roof.
Most of the other houses have period garages as well.

See District form A1 for Significance

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 80% GOOD 10% FAIR 10% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
[X] No Threat
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: Robert Guter
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91
__

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Ale
STREET NAME: Sayers Place
-ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Sayers Place, developed after 1924, connects Prospect Place and Llewellyn
Avenue.
Most of the street is taken up by the side and rear elevations of
houses which face other streets.
It is level and pleasantly tree-shaded,
with only four houses.
Numbers 11, 7 and 5 are 1 1/2-story gambrel-front cottages of a type
otherwise unfamiliar in this neighborhood.
They are built on a single
entrance plan with a triple window opposite the door and two 6/6 sash in
the gambrel.
All have been altered, all are synthetic sided.
Number 9, a 3-family house, is a 2 1/2 story side-gabled dwelling with a
large shed-roofed dormer at the' front and a 2-story facade porch.
Synthetic siding makes it impossible to apply any stylistic label.
There is only one 2-car garage, between #7 and 9.

See District form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 30% GOOD 60% FAIR 10% POOR
'
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alg
STREET NAME: Llewellyn Place
.'ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Llewellyn Place rises from Main Street and terminates at a
heavily- wooded dead end.
Looking down from the top of the street is a
fine view of the tower of Washington School. Part of the north side of
the street was developed by the year 1911,
before Sayers Place was cut
through. Most of the remainder was developed between 1911 and 1924.
The street has concrete sidewalks with some bluestone curbing and
only a few scattered street trees.
Houses are sited in a tight,
uniform manner with narrow side lots and small front yards. The three
houses at the very top of the street are all gambrel-front.
Number 66 is a tall, 12 1/1-story double house with all of its
original details intact including shingled cladding, simple Doric porch
and double-leaf doors with full-length vertical panes.
Numbers 67 and 65 are 1 1/2-story cottages with enclosed facade
porches and synthetic siding.
Houses which predate 1911 are variants of the 3-bay, gabled type.
They are frame and 2 1/2 stories, like the entire row of six houses
from #4-28.
All of these have been synthetic sided, resulting in a
serious loss of integrity.
Although altered, #57 shows its original
bargeboards and attic shingling.
The remainder of the street is a typical West Orange mixture of
2 1/2-story gambreled and gabled frame houses with 2-story porches
dating from about 1925.
Almost all have been synthetic sided.
Number 49 is a recent (circa 1970s) 1-story house.
On the lower section of the south side of the street is a group of
6 houses, #25-35, including a Dutch Colonial Revival, 2 side gables, 1
front gable and 2 simple Bungalows.
Integrity varies, but is generally fair; special note should be
made of the original slate roof that survives at #6. Throughout the
street a number of period garages survive, some with their original
doors; bluestone curbs are also found.

Alg/p.

2

According to resident Charles Coats, a Mrs. Browning of Llewellyn
formed the Browning Realty Company to develop this street.
At one time
it was called "Lug Alley" because Irish lived here and worked at
Edison's factories or in Llewellyn Park.
Mr. Coats reports that people used to characterize this street
(and probably the entire immediate neighborhood) as a place of "Small
houses, small incomes, and large families." The densely populated
development pattern is architectural confirmation of this observation.

See District form A1 for further Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 25% GOOD 75% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alh
STREET NAME: Ridgehurst Road
CROSS STREETS: Main Street Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Rising from Main Street in a gentle curve, Ridgehurst Road climbs
a long hill to terminate in the verdure of Llewellyn Park.
From the
top of the street is a startling view of the New York City skyline.
The dominant impression of the street is derived from a long and very
tightly-spaced row of 2 1/2 story, gable front houses on the south
side. Although these appear to be late-19th-century, most were, in
fact, built after 1911.
The street has concrete sidewalks and curbs
and scattered street trees.
Typical of the neighborhood, the side
yards are no more than driveways, and front yards are shallow.
There are eight architectural styles or types represented,
including 2 Bungalows, 7 Dutch Colonial Revivals, 12 front gables, 7
side gables, 3 Foursquares, 4 clipped front gables, 2 front gambrels
and 1 pre-World War-II Cape Cod.
Number 8 is the most distinctive house on the street.
Tall and
narrow (2 1/2 stories), it has an octagonal corner tower, a pedimented
gable front, slate roof, stained glass transom, hall window, dentate
and swagged cornices.
Only an altered porch and asbestos siding mar
the integrity of this otherwise fine eclectic house.
Number 9, circa 1910, directly opposite #8, is a blocky, stuccoed
2-story rectangular house with a flat-roofed, 2-story entry porch and a
pent roof running the length of the facade.
Behind it is a steeplygabled, 2-story brick garage.
The street exhibits what for this district is a typical incidence
of synthetic siding, with generally fair to poor integrity.
There are a few exceptionally narrow period garages.
See District form A1 for Significance
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 15% GOOD 75% FAIR 10% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Ali

STREET NAME: Mckinley Avenue
CROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
McKinley Avenue was almost totally developed by 1924, and repeats the
district pattern of an uphill climb to Llewellyn Park. The housing stock
here is quite varied, with slightly larger lot sizes than found on the
streets to the south.
Scattered street trees and cement sidewalks and
curbs are found.
The larger front yards make possible larger gardens, and
residents have used this potential to good advantage.
The street consists of 24 houses including 9 front gambrels, 8 side
gables, 5 front gables and 2 Dutch Colonial Revival houses.
Three of the
tall, frame, gabled houses have retained their fishscale slate roofs, but
for the most part, synthetic siding has taken its customary toll, though
overall integrity is fair rather than poor.
Number 27 is noteworthy because it exhibits all of its original details
including gable-end returns, pedimented porch, a combination of shingle
and clapboard siding and stained-glass hall window. The street has a
number of original garages.
The one belonging to #29 is typical of the
period, with hipped roof and original side-hinged doors.
See District form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 25% GOOD 75% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
Roads
THREATS TO STREET:
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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A20 McKinley Ave. streetscape

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-Alk
STREET NAME: McKinley Place
CROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This very short transverse street includes only 9 houses.
Six are
small side-gabled or Dutch Colonial Revival houses almost identical to
one another.
The remaining three are Bungalows.
All 3 have had their
front porches enclosed.
Sidewalks and curbs are concrete and there are only a few street
trees.

See District form A1 for Significance.

% GOOD 75% FAIR 25% POOR
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
POSSIBLE
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-All
STREET NAME: Park Terrace
"ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
The immediate impression here is one of total synthetic siding, which
combined with minimal street trees and some spotty maintenance, gives an
unfortunate impression.
Most of these are 2 1/2-story houses with a few
semi-Bungalows interspersed.
All the houses are very tightly spaced with side yards the width of
driveways and shallow front yards. At the top of the hill, a Llewellyn
Park carriage house is built directly on the property line. The
construction era appears to be 1911-1924.

See District form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 20% GOOD 80% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
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THREATS TO STREET:
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Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alm
TREET NAME: Park Drive North
.ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Park Drive North is an unusually uniform street composed
essentially of two house types.
On the north is a group of 13
Bungalows and semi-Bungalows plus one more on the south side.
On the
south side is a row of 8 side-gabled and simple Dutch Colonial Revival
houses broken only by two earlier gable-front houses.
Number 5, although in need of maintenance, exhibits good integrity
with a Palladian-like dormer and shingled walls.
There are concrete
sidewalks and curbs, and a few period garages.
Number 24 is a circa 1970 house.
See district form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
% GOOD 90% FAIR 10% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
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POSSIBLE
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THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
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Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
jRGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: 8/91

A21 Park Drive North, about # 1 0

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Ain
1TREET NAME: Park Drive West
ROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This short, transverse street, well shaded, continues the same
general development pattern as Park Drive North. There are seven
2 l/2-story, side or front-gabled houses with nominal Bungalow-like or
Craftsman features and two larger houses, both front gabled.
Number 7 is totally encased in aluminum siding.
Number 10, by
contrast, has its original shingles and clapboard, a 2-story enclosed
facade porch and a set of handsome multi-panel double doors.

See District form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 07 2 2—Alo
STREET NAME: ParK Drive South
’ROSS STREETS: Main Street
IUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
All of the 22 single family houses on the street are frame, and all but
two are synthetic sided.
At the top of the street, #49 has been treated
especially badly, with synthetic siding, stone veneer and inappropriate
windows.
The size and scale of the houses is mostly in the small, 2-story range
with the exception of two, small, brick apartment houses, with facade pent
roofs, paired windows and two doors centered on each facade.
One cement
cartouche bears the date 1915; the other is blank.
Both houses are 4-unit
dwellings.

See District form A1 for Significance.

65% GOOD
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
Roads
Development
Zoning
THREATS TO STREET:
No Threat [X]
Other

35% FAIR

Deterioration

COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
JRGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

% POOR

DATE: Summer 1991

%

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-Alp
STREET NAME: Babcock Place
TROSS STREETS: Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Babcock Place is a 1-block long, dead-end street, most of which
dates from the last quarter of the 19th century, with the exceptions
noted, including numbers 5 and 9, a pair of brick-and-clapboard double
houses, circa 1950. On the south side of the street, the Main Street
corner is occupied by part of the A & P parking lot.
Number 3, at the dead-end of the street, is a 2 1/2-story, 3-bay
side hall, cross-gabled house covered in synthetic siding with fake
shutters.
A well-proportioned entry with transom suggests that it had
other details of merit.
Numbers 11 and 15 are'a pair of turn-of-the-century eclectic
houses, now a contrasting study in good maintenance and how not to
treat an historic house.
Both were once almost identical, with
polygonal front bays, shingle and clapboard wall surfaces and some
decorative diamond-paned windows.
Number 15 survives with nearly
perfect integrity.
Number 11 has been covered with synthetic siding,
has had its bay roof torn off and its porch columns replaced.
Next to
#15 is a vacant lot.
Number 21 (last quarter 19th century) is a gable-front, 2 1/2story, 3-bay house.
Historic features are largely lost due to
synthetic siding, enclosed porch and aluminum shutters.
Separated only by a narrow driveway is #23, circa 1915.
It is a
3-story, 'L-plan, small apartment building capped with a stepped parapet
that is now shingled so that it runs into what may have been a tiled
pent-roof, which is supported on tall, curved brackets.
Most of the
windows are grouped in twos and threes.
The front entry is shielded by
a flat-roofed porch with exposed rafter ends designed to resemble a
pergola.
Although now covered with asbestos siding, the building
nonetheless retains a fair degree of integrity.
Numbers 25 and 27 are a pair of 3-bay houses similar in size,
scale and massing.
Each is 2 1/2 stories high and covered with
synthetic siding.
The integrity of #27 is slightly better because of
its original slate roof.
It is distinguished by a c o m e r facade tower,
while #25 is given some interest by a Palladian attic window.
Number 28 is an example of the street's dominant front-gable type
with 2 1/2 stories and 3 bays.
Despite asbestos shingle brickface, all
of the original detailing has been carefully preserved and recently
painted.
This includes paneled bargeboards, curved brackets, a sun
burst pediment over the paired attic windows and original porch members
including turned posts and balusters, and a frieze of square-in-section
pieces.
Number 26 is another 2 1/2-story gable-front house covered with
synthetic siding.
Judging from the angular Gothic tracery in the
window next to the front door, this house may have been remodeled early
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in the 20th century, but all of its details have now been obscured.
Number 24 is a 2 1/2-story house with side-facing gambrel and
overscaled gabled dormer at the front suggesting an early 20th century
Colonial Revival mode, but radical alterations including synthetic
siding and altered windows make further stylistic description
impossible.
Number 22 is another 2 1/2-story, front-gabled house with paneled
bargeboards similar to #28.
This displays a handsome collage of Queen
Anne-Eastlake features including square, perimeter-paned windows,
jigsawn brackets, turned porch posts and a porch frieze of small,
rectangular blocks.
The gabled, second-floor porch atop the flatroofed, first-floor porch is an unusual feature.
Like #28, these
decorative elements survive despite later shingle siding.
Number 20 displays an oversized, steep, front-facing gambrel roof.
The second-floor polygonal,bay on the right of the roofline and Doriccolumned porch bespeak the Colonial Revival of the early 20th century,
but other identifying features have been removed or covered with
synthetic siding.
Beyond #20 is another parking lot.
There are some street trees,
inconsistently located.
Despite unfortuante alterations, this street
still exhibits a good sense of its period appearance.
See District form A1 for Significance.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 30% GOOD 60% FAIR 10% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 07 2 2-A2
STREET NAME: Washington Street:
CRROSS STREETS: Meade Street and Watchung Avenue
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This is a street of great diversity which makes generalizations about
appearance difficult.
The first 4 houses are sited away from the
street at an oblique angle, suggesting a change in the prevailing
street grid due to an altered development pattern:
Number 4 is an overscaled, 4-family house with a centered, 2-story,
gabled-entry porch which gives some hint of the Colonial Revival.
Other details have been obliterated with synthetic siding.
Number 6 is a long, high and narrow, gable-front house with side-hall
entry. Its exceptionally tall and thin corbeled chimneys point to a
late 19th-century date.
synthetic siding has resulted in little
remaining integrity.
Number 10 (?) is distinguighed by its exceptionally broad gable end. A
steeply-pitched dormer with two narrow windows suggests Gothicinfluence, but all other clues are obliterated by a particularly brutal
synthetic-siding job and two commercial shed additions slapped on to
the front.
Number 14 is a front-gable, L-plan house with siding and all other
distinguishing details obliterated by synthetic siding.
A good part
of the sidewalk in this section is bluestone.
The east side of the block begins at Meade Street with a 1-story, flatroofed, dement, commercial building, circa 1940-50.
Next is a 2-story
commercial building with residences above.
A projecting wooden cornice
suggests a turn-of-the-century date, but all other features are
obliterated with radical alterations of fenestration and wall surface.
Set back behind a shade tree of noble proportions which dwarfs it is a
2-story, gable-front house with side entrance, dating from 1852.
It is
markedly smaller than the gabled houses opposite.
Between #15 and Watchung Avenue is a vacant lot surrounded by a cyclone
fence.
With only one break, the block between Watchung and High Streets is
composed of 6 party-wall or near party-wall buildings.
All are now in
commercial use with 3 buildings having upper-floor residential space.
At the corner of Watchung is a gambrel-front, 3-story house, circa
1910, clad in wood shingles.
The original ground floor is hidden by a
crudely makeshift 1-story, 2-unit, flat-roofed stucco building, its
facade divided by 3 fluted pilasters.
Windows and transoms have mostly
been blocked in or painted over so that the facade has been rendered
blank.
Number 31 is a 1-story building with a recent facade renovation that
renders any question of date or style irrelevant.
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Number 33 is a 2-story, frame building distinguished by a cornice with
bold paired brackets, virtually the or y original feature that
survives.
The ground floor has been bricked over and treated to
modem, inappropriate, display windows.
Appended to the north is a 1story, flat-roofed wing.
Next is a 1-story, flat-roofed, rock-faced, cement-block building,
circa 1910.
Its anonymous facade is veneered with brickface and is
thoroughly altered.
At the c o m e r of High Street is a 2-story building of the kind often
built in West Orange around the turn-of-the-century for combined corner
store and residential use.
Its first and second floor dentate wooden
cornices survive, but apart from 1/1 second-floor windows and first
floor doors, other features have been obliterated.
On the west side, from Watchung to Liberty, the development pattern
remains much the same.
At the c o m e r of Watchung is a 2-story
building, circa 1900, similar to the one at the southeast corner of
Washington and High Street, but this building has been totally encased
in synthetic siding.
Next to it is a small, l-story, commercial building of recent date and
no distinguishing features.
Number 38 is a residential/commercial, 2-story, rough-cast stucco
building with a shaped parapet and blank panels above the second floor
paired and tripled windows.
The center entry is round arched.
All of
the ground floor fenestration is radically altered and the building's
overall integrity is fair to poor.
At the corner of Liberty Street is a gabled brick former service
station, ‘circa 1960s.
All of the buildings on the east side from High to Watson Streets are
concentrated on the north end of the block.
At the corner of High Street are 2 attached 1 and 2-story, stuccoed
buildings, circa 1920, the taller with a tiled pent roof.
The ground
floors have been radically altered resulting in overall poor integrity.
Next is a group of 3 attached buldings, #45-49, circa 1920.
Numbers 45
and 47 are 2- and 3-story brick buildings with cast concrete trim and
shaped parapets.
Number 49 has a tiled pent roof.
Both shop fronts
have been badly treated with alterations, but these buildings have
better integrity than any others in the group.
Number 49 is a 2-story
building covered in synthetic siding and rough-cast stucco.
It
probably dates from early in the 20th century, but alterations have
removed any clues as to style or specific date.
Between #49 and Watson Avenue is a vacant lot enclosed by a cyclone
fence.
The west side of the street, from Liberty Street to Columbia Street is
taken up entirely by 2 buildings which postdate the survey cut-off
date.
They are 1-story, flat-roofed structures of masonry construction
with their own parking lots.

A2/p.
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little architectural merit.
On the west side, from Main to Whittlesey, the street is dominated by
the WASHINGTON SCHOOL at the corner of Main Street (see individual
survey form).
Next is an auto rental outlet consisting of a l-story, brick building
of recent vintage and a blacktop parking lot.
Number 79 is a 2 1/2 story, L plan house, turn-of-the-century, with
original wall surface and details obliterated by synthetic siding and
enclosed porch.
The original part of #75 is a gable-front, 3-bay structure, perhaps
dating from as early as the middle of the 19th century.
It has been
denatured with a large addition projecting at the north, fake shingle
siding and a modern porch.
Its former identity, however, is given away
by the huge deciduous trees which stand immediately to its south.
Number 69, circa 1910, at the corner of Whittlesey, is a 1-story, flatroofed, commercial bulding with its long side running up Whittlesey
Avenue.
It is constructed of alternating bands of smooth and rock
faced concrete block.
The entry was originally in the obliquely-cut
corner.
Large display windows have been blocked-in.

According to a neighborhood resident interviewed on the street, early
in the 20th century this was an adjunct to Main Street, a thriving
local shopping district with typical small stores serving neighborhood
needs: butcher, green grocer, shoemaker, candy, taverns and cleaners.
The physical condition, integrity, and spotty underutilization found
here today illustrate changing urban and economic conditions.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 20% GOOD 50% FAIR 20% POOR 10 %
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other [X] Economic decline
COMMENTS: Today, apart from the Washington School and one or two other
buildings singled out in the foregoing description, the street is a sad
vestige of its former prosperity.
Its brutally treated architecture
reflects its economic distress.
Rehabilitation is needed, but it is
doubtful whether anything approaching real restoration is appropriate
in most cases.
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OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A3

iTREET NAME: Standish Avenue
CROSS STREETS: Park Avenue and Lake Avenue
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
At the south end of the street is the only surviving historical
development.
On the east side near Park Avenue are three late-19thcentury, single-family frame houses.
All are synthetic sided.
The broad, gable end, chimney placement and setback of #11
suggests that this might be an earlier house remodeled.
On the west side opposite these houses is a lumberyard with 2
surviving storage buildings parallel to Standish Avenue.
They are
long, 6-bay, rectangular, frame buildings with a vaiety of vehicle and
storage fenestration.
They have undergone cladding renovations
resulting in asbestos shingled gable ends and asbestos shingled roofs,
but their individual vernacular integrity is good. The lumberyard is
protected by a chain link and barbed wire fence.
The lumberyard is a reminder of the era when every community of
substance needed its own building supply outlet near a railroad in
order to local construction.
The nearby location of housing
illustrates the 19th-century pattern of labor and residence in close
proximity, an arrangement typical of the pre-zoning era.

%
50% FAIR 50% POOR
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT % GOOD
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
Zoning
Deterioration [X]
Development
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
No Threat
Other

COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A4
TREET NAME: Ashland Avenue
.ROSS STREETS: Lakeside Avenue and Park Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

>rH*.

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:

-Iv

on the west side running nearly to the intersection of Charles
Street is part of a huge industrial complex that runs through to Main
Street.
This was part of the Edison manufacturing holdings.
The
buildings are 5-6 stories, constructed of concrete panels set between
concrete piers that rise just above the flat parapet roofline.
Most of
the wall surface is taken up by metal 6-part individual sash with a
total of 18 panes.
These windows are set between the piers.
The first
building constitutes 15 bays and the second 27 bays.
On the east side opposite the industrial complex is a group of 4
buildings interspersed with parking lots:
Number 4 is a rockfaced concrete block, flat-roofed, 1-story
building with a deep neoclassical pressed metal cornice set below the
parapet.
But for the fact that the original display windows have been
blocked in, this is a simple, handsome bulding with surviving double
doors.
The next building (#?) is a 2-story, 4-bay, commerci'al/residential
structure.
Simple wooden cornice and dentate window heads survive.
All other features have been obliterated with siding and insensitive
alterations.
Number 32, the last industrial building before Charles Street, is
a flat-rofed, brick box.
From this point to Park Avenue, Ashland became residential and the
entire character of the street changes.
For the first time, there are
street trees and some surviving bluestone walks.
The tightly-spaced
houses (with virtually no side yards) are a mixture of 1 and 2-family
types which present their gable ends to the street.
Although simple
working-class/middle-class dwellings, they exhibit some evidence of
late-19th-century eclectic architectural detail, most of which has been
compromised by synthetic siding and bad'alterations. There is a total
of 9 houses on the east side and 7 on the west side.
Number 65 is a circa 1960s Cape Cod inserted among the earlier
houses.
Number 67 is a slightly larger house with an L plan, surviving
double doors and a later porch with an unusual application of Tudor
Revivial arches.
Behind the house is a small shed/bam.
The house opposite #60 also has good integrity despite its later
shingled skin.
It retains its original doorway, elaborate gable-end
ornament, and a porch on 4 battered piers.
The driveway is laid with a
handsome pattern of narrow, rectangular, bluestone pavers.
Together with the adjacent lumberyard described on form A 2 , this
area constitutes one of West Orange's few industrial sections.
Although some of the buildings date from (or are successors to) late19th-century railroad development, it was the ca. 1910 construction of
the huge Edison buildings that assured the importance of this section
at least through World War II.
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The residential part of the streetscape is another illustration of
the 1 9 th-century pattern of industrial and residential uses built
adjacent to one another, a practice made essential by transportation
modes and possible by the absence of zoning.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 25% GOOD 75% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES [*]
POSSIBLE
NO
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other [X] Underutilization
COMMENTS: [*] The Edison buildings are eligible beacause of 1) their
industrial significance associated with Edison's range of manufacturing
interests beyond those traditionally connected to his inventions and 2)
their architectural significance as relatively early monolithic examples of
(at least partially) poured-concrete construction.
The remainder of the
street is not eligible.
Despite unfortunate alterations, the residential part of the block
still retains a cohesive neighborhood feeling.
Several of the buildings
display enough intrinsic architectural interest and surviving integrity to
make this section worth more sensitive treatment and at least partial
restoration.
The Edison industrial buildings are significant architecturally and
historically and are underutilized at present.
An adaptive use plan for
their rehabilitation needs to be undertaken.
Number 4 has sufficient architectural interest to warrant a more
authentic paint scheme.
It deserves continued good treatment.
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The residential part of the streetscape is another illustration of
the 1 9 th-century pattern of industrial and residential uses built
adjacent to one another, a practice made essential by transportation
modes and possible by the absence of zoning.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 25% GOOD 75% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES [*]
POSSIBLE
NO
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other [X] Underutilization
COMMENTS: [*] The Edison buildings are eligible beacause of 1) their
industrial significance associated with Edison's range of manufacturing
interests beyond those traditionally connected to his inventions and 2)
their architectural significance as relatively early monolithic examples of
(at least partially) poured-concrete construction.
The remainder of the
street is not eligible.
Despite unfortunate alterations, the residential part of the block
still retains a cohesive neighborhood feeling.
Several of the buildings
display enough intrinsic architectural interest and surviving integrity to
make this section worth more sensitive treatment and at least partial
restoration.
The Edison industrial buildings are significant architecturally and
historically and are underutilized at present.
An adaptive use plan for
their rehabilitation needs to be undertaken.
Number 4 has sufficient architectural interest to warrant a more
authentic paint scheme.
It deserves continued good treatment.
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HEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A5

TREET NAME: Charles Street
CROSS STREET: Main St. and Ashland Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

“

~
COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
The north side is occupied by part of the Edison industrial
complex described on Ashland and a parking lot on Main Street.
On the south side are 3 houses similar to those on Ashland, all
synthetic sided with little surviving integrity.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
% GOOD 100% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

IECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991
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A3 G7 Charles St.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A6

'TREET NAME: Ashland Avenue
JROSS STREETS: White St. and Park Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
All of this block is devoted to multi-family housing, 2 and 3story buildings with a number of parking lots interspersed.
Scattered
street trees survivie, sidewalks and curbing are recent.
Construction
is a mixture of frame and stucco and brick.
Stylistically, the street is eclectic ranging, from #117 and #80,
which are simple side-gabled, center entry, 5-bay houses recalling the
earlier 19th century, to #110, which, with its shaped parapet and
stucco walls, vaguely recalls the Mission style of ca. 1910. The
latter house has a 4-car garage with original vehicle doors.
Toward the north end of the block, the street becomes even more
varied in scale with a larger number of 3-story, masonry buildings,
most on the west side, and some diminutive frame buildings (#96, #90,
#84, #80 and #78).
Nearest Park Avenue is a group of eight apartments, seven of them
brick, 1 frame.
All but 1 are 3 stories high and have facades of 4 and
5 bays.
All of the brick builidings except the southernmost display
excellent integrity.
They are characterized by simplified neoclassical
details including pressed metal cornices, stone or cement belt courses,
lintels with keystones, and one pilastered entry with full entablature.
Most of these larger buldings have 3-story, wooden back porches.
All
were built about 1910-1915.
Ninety percent of the use here is residential, although there are
a couple of small, light industrial uses at #106 and # 127. There is a
delicatessen at the corner of Park Avenue.
Wherever front and side yards allow, some flower gardens soften
the urban streetscape.
On the northwest c o m e r with Park Avenue is a
tree-shaded playground enclosd by a cyclone fence.
It contains aa
stucco and gable-on-hip 1-story facilities building that appears to
date from the 1890s.
Its yellow and green paint colors are appropriate
to the period.
Unfortunately, the dominant roof is now covered with
gray asphalt shingle and the playground area is entirely black-topped.

A6/p. 2
The group of apartment buildings is unusual for the period in West
Orange, where most multi-family housing tends to be concentrated in
smaller, low-rise buildings.
The grouping of these buildings suggests
the likelihood of an important historical connection which needs to be
uncovered.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 30% GOOD 60% FAIR 10% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE [*]
NO
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other

COMMENTS: [*] The apartment buildings may be collectively eligible is they
have a strong associative history, such as a connection with a local
industry.

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB

ORGANIZATION
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B1 Ashland Ave. streetscape at about #85

NEW .JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A7

STREET NAME: LaXeside Avenue
JROSS STREETS: Main St. and Ashland Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
From Main Street to Ashland Avenue, Lakeside Avenue is industrial.
The Edison National Historical Site occupies the north side.
For a
description and statement of significance see the existing National
Register Nomination.
On the south side is the concrete Edison Industries complex,
previously described on survey form A 4 .

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 50% GOOD
% FAIR 50% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES [X]
POSSIBLE
NO
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration [X]
No Threat
Other [X] Underutlization
COMMENTS:

See form A4 for Register eligibility assessment.

IECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE:Summer 1991

A4 Edison Labs, Lakeside Ave.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A8
itt?e f t NAME: Lakeside Avenue
CROSS STREETS: Ashland A v e . and Watchung A v e .
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:

—

~

From Ashland Avenue to Watchung Avenue development consists mostly
of low-rise, light industrial buildings of recent date surrounded by
parking lots, with the following exceptions:
Number 28 is a 2-stcry, circa 1915, brick building with no
remaining integrity.
The Brook Tavern, next to Wigwam Brook, is a 3-story, circa 1915
house with an exceptionally broad gambrel end facing the street, now
synthetic sided and altered, with no integrity. Wigwam Brook, itself
surviving evidence of the street's earlier identity, can still be seen
running between high rubblestone walls.
Between Stanaish and Ashland is a still-functioning
lumberyard/light industrial complex with 19th-century origins.
only historical buildings face Standish Avenue (see form A3).

Its

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
% GOOD 100% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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IW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
_’FICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A9

P

'EET NAME: Park Avenue
SS STREETS :Standish Ave,
HUN ICIPALITY: West Orange

V

and Main St.
COUNTY: Essex

I ESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
I
I

i
i

At the northwest corner is the lumberyard described on form A3.
Facing Park Avenue is its office building, a 2-story 2-bay frame flatroofed building with modillioned pent roof at front.
Fenestration has
been altered, but its original casement with transom survives on the
west elevation.
Number 10, opposite, is a 1-story brick 6-bay building ca. 19201930, articulated with concrete piers, water table and panels.
Except
for 1 glass window, the front windows have been blocked in.
It extends
to the rear to incorporate a loading bay and a long concrete-block and
brick west wall.
Next to it is a parking lot and #24, a 2-story brick
building, circa 1970s.
Opposite this group on the north side, is a gas station, circa
1960s.
From this point to Main Street, Park Avenue is residential.

(PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 100% GOOD
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
(REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
Development
Zoning
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Other
No Threat [X]
'COMMENTS:

ECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991
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% POOR

Deterioration

%

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A10

STREET NAME: White Street
CROSS STREET: RR right of way to Ashland Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This part of White Street effects a transition from the industrial
character of the northeast to the residential/commercial character to
the west.
Number 1-5 is a frame and stuccoed structure dating probably from
the beginning of the 20th century.
It may have had a
lumberyard/coalyard use.
It has little period character surviving.
The remaining 5 buildings on the north side begin with a pair of
2-story asbestos-sided multi-family houses, the easterly building
incorporating a coin laundry on the ground floor.
Neither building has
much integrity left.
Next is a gable-front 2 1/2-story house, circa 1870, with
compromised integrity.
Number 15 is a narrow 2-story brick house with shaped parapet,
circa 1915-20, built onto the front of an earlier frame house which
probably resembled the last house in the row at the corner of Ashland
Avenue.
This house is a 2-bay gable-front house, circa 1870, with a 1story stuccoed store front attached at the front.
At this point, White Street is taken over by a group of cement
traffic islands and the small Thomas A. Edison Park dedicated 1979— a
modern improvement which further fractures the appearance of the
street.
On the north side from Ashland Avenue to Main Street is a group of
five gable-front frame houses, 2 1/2-stories high, and one 3-story
flat-roofed multi-family house.
The entire group suffers from poor
integrity and an unfortunate location at this busy intersection, which
robs the row of any remaining domestic character.
The south side of the street is occupied by a recent office
building which fronts on Main Street and further disrupts the scale and
remaining historic character of the block.
Apart from the trafficisland park, there are virtually no trees or other landscape features.
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 20% GOOD 60% FAIR 20 % POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET;
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERI ON
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-All

STREET NAME: Main Street
GROSS STREETS: Harrison Ave. and Northfield Ave.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Main Street is densely developed and constitutes the heart of
downtown West Orange.
Like most suburban Main Streets, its evoultion has
gone from residential, to mixed residential/commercial, to predominately
commercial, although a significant number of residential properties
remain.
Because West Orange for so long remained an exclusive residential
enclave surrounded by more urbanized neighbors, its downtown never
developed some of the buildings traditionally associated with Main Street.
Thus we find no monumental post office or library, and only one historic
bank.
Specific business uses are sometimes given in parentheses to aid
reader identification, although all may not be current by the time of
publication.
Many buildings have suffered from inappropriate alterations-a standard state of affairs on most Main Streets.
Those which have
better than average architectural integrity, or appear to have a realistic
potential for restoration (or at least sensitive rehabilitation), are
identified with a marginal asterisk.
[East side beginning at Harrison Avenue:]
Number 443 (pharmacy), corner of Main Street and Harrison Avenue, is an
L-plan, 2 1/2-story vernacular Queen Anne style building dating from the
last quarter of the 19th century or the very beginning of the 20th.
Its
shingles survive on the attic story; the remainder is brickfaced with a
recent inappropriate shopfront addition.
* Number 441 (luncheonette): 3-story 2-bay, circa 1920, yellow brick
structure with paired windows and shaped parapet above a tiled pent roof.
The shopfront has been altered with aluminum windows.
* Number 439 (liquors): 2 1/2-story Queen Anne/Shingle Style building.
Surviving decoration includes an unusual shingle pattern in gable and
bargeboards with button-and-stickwork pattern.
Ground floor altered circa
1950s, aluminum panels in windows.
Number 437 (restaurant): 1-story brick taxpayer, circa 1930, with
fenestration altered.
Number 435A (baseball cards): circa 1915-20 tiny 1-story cement block
building with shingled pent roof and piers rising above on either side.
The
original wooden display windows survive, but the door has been altered.
Number 431-435: 1-story 3-unit, circa 1915-20, brick taxpayer.
Its
original configuration of recessed doors and shopfronts has been somewhat
altered.
Vacant lot.
Number 427 (commercial) post-1930, brick taxpayer, thoroughly altered

All/p.
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Number 425 (residential): 2 1/2-story, gambrel-to-street, 2-bay
Colonial Revival house, circa 1930. The ground floor is brickface, the
projecting upper floors are synthetic sided.
Number 423 (sub shop): 2-stoty|jyairdlng with 1-story wing, buff brick
taxpayer, circa 1930, with false :shed^£OQl^/it .front. The ground floor
cornice survives; the display window^-jhave/been removed.
Parking lot.
Number 419 (flower shop): 2-story 3-bay stucco and brick taxpayer,
circa 1920-30.
The entire building is stripped of details and thoroughly
altered.
* Number 411 (residential): 2-story 4-bay apartment house, circa 1930,
with double and tripled windows, parapet, patterned brick and cement detail.
Vacant lot with billboards.
[West side beginning at Harrison Avenue:]
* Number 410 (residence): Behind a high cement retaining wall is a 5bay 2 1/2-story house built in at least 2 sections.
The 3-bay wing may be
late 18th century.
Renovations were made circa 1860.
Fenestration is
2/2; cladding is now wood shingle.
Appropriate landscaping remains
including mammoth pine tree at front. This is one of the few early houses
to survive in West Orange.
It merits protection and further research.
Number 412 (commercial/residential): 4-story 2-bay patterned-brick
building, circa 1930, with parapets and paired windows.
Display windows are
altered with blocked-down transoms.
Number 414 (commercial/residential): 3-story 2-bay buff brick build
ing, circa 1930. The parapet has a band of oblique soldier-course brick.
The shopfront is altered and a facade is built out beyond an earlier
gambrel-framed house, now obscured.
E. P. Smith house (Elks Club): A cement-block and stuccoed 1976
addition of no distinction obscures a steeply-gabled 2 1/2-story late
Victorian house (before 1911) which is synthetic sided and stripped of
details.
Number 430 is the James A. Degnan House, a huge 5-story brick
apartment house, circa 1970, set behind a large parking lot devoid of
interior landscaping.
Number 436-450 (commercial/residential): 2-story commercial building
of eight units, circa 1930, with shaped parapet, patterned brick, cast
cement ornament and paired second floor windows.
All shop fronts have been
badly altered.
The facade follows the curve of the street.
[East side from Park Drive South:]
(Sunoco station): Late-20th-century.
* Edison Middle School (survey form A12; address on William St.)

All/p.
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Number 345 (Commercial/Office): Circa 1960s, 1 story, gabled, brick
building with horizontal display windows.
Parking lot
Number 331 (Commercial): 1-story, flat-roofed, brick taxpayer, circa
1960s.
Parking lot
Number 325 (Office): 1-story, hip-roofed, brick, neo-Colonial building
almost hidden by shrubs, circa 1960s.
* Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and Rectory at corner of Franklin
Avenue (see individual survey form A14).
* Washington School (see individual survey form A13)
[West side, Washington Street - Park Drive South:]
Number 320 (Office): 2-story stucco and synthetic stone flat-roofed
building obscures a late-19th-century gabled house.
Number 324 (Auto repair): 1-story 1-bay brickfaced building; may have
been a service station; no architectural or historical significance.
Number 332 (Residential/commercial): thoroughly altered and
disfigured late-19th-century house with a recent wing addition.
Number 340 (Funeral Home): 1-story brick building, circa 1960s, which
obscures a ca. 1915 Foursquare.
[West side from Mckinley Avenue:]
Number 342 (residential): 2 1/2-story synthetic-sided Dutch Colonial
Revival building, circa 1915, badly altered.
Number 348 (residential):
house with better integrity.

2 1/2-story shingled Dutch Colonial Revival

Number 350 (Office): 2-story vinyl-sided building with a drivethrougn-wing, circa 1980s.
* Number 354 (Office): 2 1/2-story, center hall, bracketed cottage
with triple-gabled facade, 6/6 windows, synthetic siding, a new roof, new
windows, fake shutters, enclosed porch, and out-of-scale roof balustrade.
Its integrity is badly compromised by well-intentioned changes.
It appears
to be an early house (18th century?) subsequently remodeled in a Romantic
Revival mode typical of ca. 1850s.
Despite disfiguring changes, its
identity as one of West Orange's few houses from these periods makes it
worthy of more detailed research.
An in-depth physical evaluation is needed
to determine the reversibility of the alterations.
Number 366 (Office): is a 3-story, gambrel roof, 3-bay, synthetic
sided house, circa 1915, with disfiguring alterations and a new 1-story wing.
(Gulf Station): flat-roofed and brick-faced building, circa 1950s.

All/p. 4
[West side from Park Terrace:]
* (Carvel Ice Cream Store): 1-story canted-roof building with aluminum
trim and a neon sign.
The original front is extended and closed in.
Typical frozen ice cream stand with relatively good integrity.
Although
the average West Orange resident might not think this building worthy of
notice, the type has become a Pop icon of the 1950s and will soon be of an
age for serious consideration.
For a discussion of historical context, see
Chester H. Liebs, Main Street to Miracle M i l e . Little, Brown and Company,
1985.
(Residential): 3-unit synthetic-sided row house, circa 1980s.
[West side, Washington Street to Babcock Place:]
* Number 285 (Commercial/residential): 3-story bi-chromatic brickwork
building, circa 1915, with paired windows beneath elliptical and flat
arches, heavy pressed metal cornice with modillions.
Dentils and sweeping
brackets terminate in classical guttae.
Ground floor is sadly altered
with aggregate-stucco and aluminum windows and doors.
* Number 283 (Residential/commercial): One of the handsomest buildings
(ca. 1920) in this section of Main Street, the facade gains a monumental
feeling by its colossal elliptical arch which frames the 2nd- and 3rdstory windows. Above this is a copper cornice and paired brackets beneath
a shaped parapet.
The facade is buff brick with cast concrete ornament.
The ground floor of this dignified building has been treated to a new
shopfront with aluminum panels and windows.
* Number 279 (Commercial): 1-story 2-unit rough-cast painted brick
building, circa 1920, with tile pent roof on brackets and shaped parapet
with unusual rondel-motif end pieces.
Shopfronts have been altered with
aluminum windows and transom panels.
Number 277 (Commercial/residential): 2 1/2-story, stuccoed, gambrelroofed Colonial Revival house, circa 1900, with a 2-story flat-roofed
commercial wing obscuring most of the facade.
* Number 275-273 (Residential/commercial): 2-story flat-roofed
building, circa 1930, with pent at facade.
The second floor is synthetic
sided and the ground floor is brick.
The 2nd-floor facade has 2 polygonal
bay windows. The double shopfront is in nearly original condition.
The
television sign is a good, traditional signboard.
But for synthetic
siding and a few details, this would be a good Main Street building.
* Number 271-269 (Commercial/residential): 3-story bi-chromatic brick
building, circa 1930, with tripled windows and shaped parapet, below which
a cornice or pent has been shorn off.
Two shopfronts have been altered
with pseudo-rustic shingled pent roofs.
The original center door survives
with unusually handsome trim.
Parking lot
Number 263: 1-story brick taxpayer, circa 1930, with shaped parapet.
The facade is radically altered with new fenestration.
* Number 261 (Commercial/residential): This ca. 1880s vernacular Queen
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Anne/Stick Style building is clapboarded and shingled, 2 1/2 stories high
with a slate roof. The ground floor has been altered with incongruous
pent roof and brick and aluminum facade.
The bargeboard is decorated with
a stick-and-button motif.
[East side from Kling Street:]
* Number 259 (Residential): 3 1/2-story, multi-family, vernacular
Colonial Revival house, circa 1900, with shingle upper floors and a brick
ground floor.
Basically a simple rectangular block, it is articulated by
a large, slate gambrel roof with gambrel dormers and a semi-octagonal
corner tower projecting over the ground floor and a 2-story entry porch.
* Number 257 (Commercial/residential): diminutive 2-story 1-bay brick
building, circa 1930, with triple windows above ground floor composed
entirely of display window and entry door.
* Number 255-253 (Commercial/residential): ca. 1930 Tudor Revival
building with 3 stories, stuccoed with false half-timbering and a wood
shingle roof at front.
The facade is broken into 3 bays with gable
projecting flankers.
Twin shopfronts are orginial except for fake stone
veneer.
* Number 251-249-247 (#251 residential, #249 commercial and
residential): row of 3 gable-front 3-bay side-hall houses, circa 1880-90,
originally frame, now synthetic sided.
Basic form and fenestration
survive, contributing a strong aggregate impression though details have
been lost. Number 249 has a 1-story 2-unit brick taxpayer (circa 1930)
built in its front yard.
Number 247 is most like original condition.
Number 239 (Commercial): 2-story, aluminum curtain-wall, flat-roofed
building, circa 1950-1960.
[West side, Babcock Place - Llewellyn Place:]
* Tory Corner branch library, J. E. Schlachter house (see individual
survey form A 1 5 )
Number 252 (Commercial): Built after 1924, this is a 2-story
(equivalent) brick and brickface windowless warehouse (movie house?)
(Commercial) A flat-roofed brick highway-strip-type pharmacy,

.
circa

1970s.
(Diner) A 1-story saw-tooth-roof profile, aluminum, stucco and stoneveneer diner, date uncertain due to multiple alterations (second half 20th
century).
Apparently built on the site of an early railroad-car-sryle
diner, Charlie's Grill, replaced ca. 1943 with stainless steel and
porcelain model made in Elizabeth (notes by A1 Mankoff, West Orange
Library typescript).
Number 272 (Commercial/residential): last quarter 19th century, gable
end to street, 3-bay facade, combination synthetic siding, brickface and
stucco building with no integrity.
[West side from Prospect Place:]
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* (Tory C o m e r ) (Residential/commercial): ca. 1875 and later.
2 story
3-bay clapboard, brick and rusticated cinder block building with bracketed
cornice over 3-bay facade above altered shopfront.
Although not especially
noteworthy architecturally, this small building defines a sense of place for
this section of Main Street and recalls the small-scale neighborhood
commercial character which downtown retained until the post-World War II
era.
It merits protection for these popular associations and its relatively
good integrity.
* (Commercial): 1-story brick taxpayer, circa 1920, with original
facade fenestration.
This utterly simple building is given an unusual
degree of interest and presence on the street by its circa 1940s
porcelainized enamel-on-steel Dutch Boy Paints sign which occupies nearly
the entire facade zone above the display windows.
The interior of the
building seems to have remained unchanged since construction, and the
business itself is something of a local landmark in an era when family-run
downtown hardware stores are fast-disappearing.
Parking lot with remains of rubblestone and cement wall at back.
Judging from the coverage on the 1911 Atlas, these are the foundations of a
barn.
Number 284 (Commercial): 1-story brick taxpayer, circa 1930.
Its
surviving shaped parapet is the only clue to its original appearance.
The
facade is now altered with stucco struck with fake ashlar, a pent roof and
wooden vernacular neo-classical shopfronts, ca. 1980.
* Number 288-290 (Commercial/residential): The M. Rosenbaum Building,
ca. 1915, is a 3-story gray-brick building with cast cement trim, an
overscaled, shaped parapet with centered date and name plaque flanked by
pressed metal cornices (neo-Classical veering toward Moderne) and paired
2nd- and-3rd floor windows.
The centered apartment door matches that at
#288, the shopfront has the original cornice missing at #290.
Balconies
are found on the 3rd floor.
The cornice is rusting and needs repair.
* Number 292-294 (Commercial/residential) has a 3-story stone-veneer
facade, pressed metal, neo-classical cornice topped with tile roof.
The
ground floor of this ca. 1915 building has been totally changed with
disfiguring alterations.
Number 296-298(7) (Commercial/residential): 2-story, circa 1915 brick
building with shaped parapet, cast cement ornament and 2nd-floor banded
windows.
Shopfronts are badly altered with aluminum panels and windows.
Number 300-306 (Commercial/residential): 3-story white brick, ca.
1920s, building with exaggerated scale, shaped parapet with cast concrete
frame. New windows have been punched in on all 3 floors creating an oddly
blank facade and destroying the ground-floor shop division.
[West and East sides, between Babcock Place and Alden Street:]
This section of the street contains nothing but post-1941 development:
an A & P set behind a large, treeless parking lot and 2 brick neo-Colonial
Revival apartment/commercial buildings.
[East and West sides between Alden Street/Edsonia Terrace and
Avenue:]

Lakeside
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The west side of this section is taken up by a parking lot for the
Edison National Historical Site, which includes a circa 1960s, 1-story
brick building and a stuccoed 1-story auto body shop (Williams Auto Body)
with a barrel-vaulted roof lighted by square skylight structures, circa
1940s (?).
The east side of the street is occupied by the Edison factory.
[West side between Lakeside Avenue and Charles Street:]
Number 184 Williams Auto Body (see above)
Number 184 (Commercial/residential) An 1870s Second Empire house on a
high basement has butted up against its facade a 2-story flat-roofed brick
commercial building, circa 1930, with gound-floor radically altered.
Behind the auto body shop is a frame Queen Anne style house, apparently
the H. B. Auchincloss estate in Llewellyn Park, with access on Main Street.
* The remainder of the west side of the street is occupied by fourteen
2 1/2-story houses. This uniform row is made up of 6 with gambrel roofs
facing the street, 6 with their gabled roof ridges parallel to street and
2 gable-enders. The houses have 2-story porches and double-leaf doors.
Most have polygonal 2-story facade bays and dormers.
They are sited with
minimal side yards and set on a rise behind concrete retaining walls.
Small street trees are recent.
One house is missing from this row.
Despite the fact that all are synthetic sided, with poor integrity, they
make a strong aggregate impression and are an important part of Main
Street, as well as a significant housing-stock resource.
[East side between Charles Street and Lakeside Avenue:]
Number 159 (Commercial/residential): ca. 1900, 3-story frame building
with tile pent roof and modillion cornice, paired windows and obliquely
cut north corner ground-floor thoroughly altered with tiny window and
other negative changes.
* Number 161 (Commercial/residential) is a circa 1890, 2-story 3-bay
frame building with elliptical, centered parapet above shingled pent roof
with modillioned and bracketed cornice.
The 2nd floor windows have eared
frames. The ground floor is mostly intact though transom windows are
covered and the center door is changed.
Because of its essentially sound
integrity, a good paint job and a few improvements could work wonders
here.
It shows by comparison to #159 what a difference is made by an
intact ground floor.
* [Individually National Register eligible] The remainder of the block
is occupied by the mammoth industrial complex now called the Edison
Industrial Center. This is a series of concrete structures rising to a
height of 7 stories at its highest.
The walls are defined by concrete
piers which rise slightly above the flat roofline.
Between them are set
36-pane industrial sash, which are the chief character-defining element.
The rear portion of the block fronting on Ashland Avenue was developed by
1924 as the Edison Phonograph Company.
The Main Street frontage of the
block was still residential at that date, (see form A 4 )
[West side between Charles Street and Park Avenue/Llewellyn Park
entrance:]
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Number 144 (Commercial): diminutive, stucco l-story house, post-1924.
A parking lot is adjacent.
The rest of this side of the street continues the previously described
row of fourteen houses with 3 gambrel-roofed examples, 2 with side gables,
and 2 front-facing gable houses (#142 and #138).
Number 132 (Residential) is an expanded version of the Foursquare.
It
is shingled and has a hip roof with deep eaves and 2 rectangular bays
above the ground-floor window.
The 2nd-floor fenestration and entry have
been insensitively altered.
Number 130 (Commercial): 1-story frame building, ca. 1980, built out
beyond the traditional setback.
It is a gross intrusion.
* Number 122 (Residential) [Individually National Register eligible
depending] The William A. McManus house, circa 1890-1900, is a High
Victorian Eclectic dwelling dominated by a blocky tower with original
metal finial.
Its hipped, gable, and pyramidal roofs are now covered with
asphalt shingle.
Window types include Gothic-arched and diamond-paned.
The porch is curved, with shingled spandrels carried on paired Doric
columns; the balustrade is composed of turned balusters.
The landscape
setting is as fine as the house, with deep lawn behind a cast iron fence.
Japanese Maples, rhododendrons, tall oaks and evergreens shade the
property.
One of the finest late-19th-century high-style dwellings to survive in
West Orange.
The location of this house may subject it to development
pressure once the real estate market recovers.
Its fate should be
monitored with care, so that an appropriate adaptive use is found before a
crisis situation develops.
[East side between Park Avenue and Charles Street:]
* At Park Avenue, this side of the street begins with a late Victorian
house, #47 Park Avenue, which will be described on the survey form devoted
to Park Avenue.
Together with #22 Main Street (see above), it forms a
strong visual anchor for this part of the street.
* The next 4 houses,north of Park Avenue, comprise a quartet of nearly
identical 2-family dwellings characterized by huge front-facing gables
with prominently kicked eaves. They are built on a cross-gable plan and
the roofs have their original slate cladding and tall brick chimneys.
Number 131-133, pre-1904, displays good integrity with original detailing
and shingle and clapboard wall surfaces.
The following 2 are synthetic
sided. All have prominent 2-story front porches.
The remainder of this section is made up of a circa 1923-1930 row of 5
gambrels, 2 gables and 1 front-facing gable, similar to the fourteen-house
group described previously.
The siting and integrity of these result in
an aggregate impression not as powerful.
All are synthetic-sided 2-family
houses.
Fran's Deli (Residential/commercial): The residential row ends at
Charles Street with a circa 1930, 3-story synthetic-sided and brickface
building with an obliquely-cut com e r .
[West and East sides, Park Ave. to Mount Pleasant Ave./White St.]

All/p. 9

This section begins with a house on the edge of Llewellyn Park, #118,
which presents a side elevation Main Street.
It is a ca. 1915 Foursquare
with a notably bad synthetic siding job and very poor integrity.
The
remainder of this side of the street is occupied by a circa 1980s curtainwall office building and parking lot.
* On the east side are houses that continue the large 2-family grouping
described previously.
The first 3 are gabled, with roof ridges parallel
to street.
Number 107 is badly altered with virtually no integrity.
Number 105 retains superb integrity.
It even exhibits appropriate paint
colors.
Number 103 displays good integrity.
The last houses in the row are three front-facing gable types which are
synthetic sided. Next to the last house (#95?) is #93, a tiny, 1-story
nondescript cottage, now used commercially.
This section of the street is
graced with some mature shade trees which help to mitigate the effects of
heavy traffic.
The remainder of the east side of the street is taken up by a motley
collection of brick or stone-veneered late-20th-century commercial
buildings (a gas station and offices ranging from 1 to 3 stories in
height).
Because of the size and scale of of this new construction, and
its haphazard siting, the important intersection at Main Street and Mt.
Pleasant Avenue breaks down visually despite the focal point of the
Municipal Building.
East and West sides, M t . Pleasant Avenue to Lindsley Avenue:
* At the c o m e r of Mt. Pleasant Avenue, taking up all of "Municipal
Plaza," is the Municipal Building (see individual survey form A16).
Opposite the Municipal Building are #61 and #59, flat-roofed circa
1970s office buildings.
Number 61 breaks the setback line.
Number 59 is
more successful in its size, scale and landscaping.
[East and west sides between Lindsley and

Northfield Avenues:]

* St. Mark's Church and Rectory are the most important buildings at
this end of Main Street, both architecturally and historically.
(See
individual National Register of Historic Places nomination.)
Opposite St. Mark's is a row of commercial buildings:
* Number 56 (Commercial/residential): ca. 1880, 3-story brick building
with 2/2 sash with rusticated sills and lintels and cornices covered with
aluminum siding. Shopfronts have been altered, but right half retains
original wooden cornice.
Restoration may be feasible.
Number 54 (Commercial) This circa 1910, 1-story brick taxpayer exhibits
a totally altered facade and no integrity.
Number 52-46 (Commercial): 4-unit 1-story brick taxpayer with a tiled
pent roof. The shopfront arrangements survive, in general, although most
of the original transoms have been covered over.
Two huge billboards are
mounted on the roof.
Number 46 (Commercial) In its present form, this 1-story building
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appears to be a circa 1960s structure with a billboard-like, nonarchitectural facade.
Number 40 (Commercial/residential): Dating from the last half of the
19th century, this 3-story building is clad in asbestos shingle.
It
retains little integrity.
* Number 36 (Commercial/residential): ca. 1910, 3-story flat-roofed
orange brick building with vaguely neo-Classical wood trim.
The upper
cornice has been removed and the ground floor altered, but the changes are
probably reversible.
Although not a particularly notable commercial
building in a larger context, its rehabilitation would help to anchor this
visually troubled section of Main Street.
* Midlantic Bank (Commercial): limestone and brick Classical Revival
building (see photo, Samuel Crane Williams, p. 33).
Its pedimentea central
portion projects to frame 2 colossal Ionic columns in antis. and its
brickwork has glazed blue headers.
The integrity is excellent except for
replacement of the wall behind the columns with ca. 1960s aluminum and
glass panels.
Obviously dating from the first third of the 2oth century,
its precise construction date has been disputed.
In front of the bank is
a column-mounted street clock in a vest-pocket park.
Buy Rite (Commercial) Behind this 2-story brickface and fake stone
facade lurks a late 19th century building.
Its original architectural
appearance (now probably unrecoverable) is documented by Samuel Crane
Williams, p. 35. On the roof are 2 billboards.
[Main St. Extension SE of Valley Road]
* The small group of buildings found on this section of Main Street
before it enters Orange is dominated by #10, an unusually stylish 2-story
frame commercial building with tile roof.
The original division of three
storefronts is defined by three large dormers, the center dormer gabled,
the flanking dormers round-arched.
The style is derived from a Shingle
Style-Colonial Revival amalgam popular at the turn of the century.
Now
altered with facade renovations, its original appearance is documented in
a photo published in the West Orange Bicentennial Year booklet (no page
number).
Significance
Like many suburban business districts with nineteenth-century origins,
West Orange's "Main Street" is literally that, an almost totally linear
shopping district with virtually no retail or associated civic functions
outside its length, except for neighborhood "Mom & Pop" corner stores.
The one historical exception is Harrison Avenue, once a subsidiary retail
street of some importance.
Little nineteenth-century commercial
architecture has survived along Main Street, a testament to its small
scale, which invited later redevelopment, and its flammable construction.
The tavern at Tory Corner and the group of stores opposite St. Mark's are
indicative of the appearance of much of Main Street until the advent of
the twentieth century.
Between 1890 and 1910, and then accelerating in the teens of the
twentieth century, the scale of thestreet was altered, with the
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construction of buildings like numbers 271, 279, 283, 285, and 288, near
Washington School. All date from circa 1915-1920. Here, for the first
time, wood was replaced with fireproof masonry construction and height
reached three stories, with flats above retail space, a classic Main Street
arrangement until World War I I . The result was a much more monumental
appearance, but only a few such buildings were built.
Apart from the Municipal Building, the two most important buildings
constructed for public or quasi-public use date from the nineteenth rather
than the twentieth century.
They are the Washington School and St. Mark's
Church, although the school was considerably enlarged as the result of
successive building campaigns in the twentieth cenrury.
Both are by noted
architectural firms and both are prominently sited, a combination that
makes them powerful local "landmarks" in the most basic sense
Both of West Orange's most illustrious historic sites front on Main
Street, Llewellyn Park and the Edison Laboratories.
The Edison site and
its associated manufacturing buildings (some now demolished) prove that
one of New Jersey's most significant industries coexisted with retail uses
for most of Main Street's latter-day history.
Despite the importance of
industry, much of Main Street remained (and still remains) in residential
use. Architecturally, it illustrates two extremes.
The William A.
McManus house, located, not surprisingly, near the entrance to Llewellyn
Park, is one of the township's best surviving Late Victorian dwellings
outside the confines of the park itself.
By contrast, much of Main Street
is given over to rows of uniformly designed multi-family housing, like the
fourteen-house row between Lakeside Avenue and Charles Street.
This, and
several similar groups, typify the enormous investment made throughout the
township in this era in housing for the solid working-class population
that made up the spine of the West Orange economy.
Main Street in West Orange cannot be defined by recourse to any single
historic category.
Rather, it is a compendium of almost every trend,
architectural type and social phenomenon that has fashioned the township's
history.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 30% GOOD 40% FAIR 10% POOR 10%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO
As Noted Above
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration [X]
No Threat
Other [X] Economic underutilization
COMMENTS:

DATE: Summer 1991
RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A12

HISTORIC NAME: W.O. Junior High School COMMON NAME:Edison Middle School
LOCATION: 75 William Street(facing Main St.) BLOCK/LOT
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
OWNER/ADDRESS:
DESCRIPTION
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1928 and later
ARCHITECT: Guilbert & Betelle, et al.
STYLE: Colonial Revival

SOURCE OF DATE: Board
of Education records
BUILDER: King Lumber Co.
FORM/PLAN TYPE: Doubleloaded corridor plan

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
FOUNDATION: Brick
EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC: Brick
FENESTRATION: Originally multipaned sash
ROOF/CHIMNEYS: Slate gable with dominant wooden cupola centered on roof
ridge
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILE NO.

MAP (Indicate North)

A12/p. 2
SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: On a site of
almost 5 acres, the school looks out toward Main Street across a large
playing field, with a residential neighborhood at its rear.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban
Suburban [X]
Scattered Buildings
Open Space
Woodland
Residential [X]
Agricultural
Village
Industrial
Downtown Commercial [X]
Highway Commercial
Other

SIGNIFICANCE: Originally part of the Charles and Edward Williams
farmstead, this property was acguired by the school board to serve a
growing school age population resulting from the township's steady
suburban growth.
Building on the success of their earlier designs for
Gregory School and the West Orange High School (both 1923), architects
Guilbert & Betelle here presented the community with a full-blown
Colonial Revival design, the most accomplished of their three West
Orange schools.
Its Georgian/Federal architectural vocabulary is used
with assurance in the service of a school type that would become
increasinglt familiar in the 1930s and on into the 1940s.
Additions
and alterations were made by Kelly & Gruzen (1960) and Jordan Pease
(1990 ) .
Register eligible on basis of architectural significance as
representative school type and example of community services response
to early 20th-century suburban growth.

ORIGINAL USE: School
PRESENT USE: School
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
Excellent [x]
Good
Fair
Poor
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [X]
Possible
No
Part of District
THREATS TO SITE:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other [X] Inappropriate alterations
COMMENTS: Like most of the township's historic school buildings,
the architectural integrity of this school has been compromised by
insensitive window alterations.
REFERENCES:
Board of Education records compiled by Doudlas Alford
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A13

HISTORIC NAME: Washington School
LOCATION: 289 Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
USGS QUAD:
OWNER/ADDRESS:

COMMON NAME:
BLOCK/LOT
COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1895 and later (See
Significance)
ARCHITECT: Rossiter & Wright

SOURCE OF DATE: Board of
Education records
BUILDER:

STYLE: Romanesque-derived, Colonial Revival
influenced additions
NUMBER OF STORIES: 2-story main block

FORM/PLAN TYPE: Multiplecorridor wing plan

FOUNDATION: Brick
EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC: Brick
FENESTRATION: Modern metal sash with horizontal divisions
ROOF/CHIMNEYS: Hipped roof main block
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The formal main entry is situated
to the right of the blocky facade tower, a three-stage element with a
clock in the top stage beneath a pyramidal roof.
Subseguent additions
reach out beyond the original block in a long, finger-like plan

PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILE NO.

MAP (Indicate North)

A13/p. 2
SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: The school
occupies a prominent rise above the intersection of Main and Washington
streets, overlooking the heart of the Central Business District.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban
Suburban [X]
Scattered Buildings
Open Space
Woodland
Residential
Agricultural
Village
Industrial
Downtown Commercial [X]
Highway Commercial
Other
SIGNIFICANCE: Washington School enjoys the distinction of being the
township's oldest surviving school building in continuous use.
Its
location at Tory Corner, an important intersection since the 18th
century, enhances its local landmark quality.
Washington School also
represents the township's first school building constructed after an
1890 law which reguired a school board of eight elected members to
replace the previous system of five appointed trustees. As if to prove
that faith in its new populist composition was not misplaced, the
school board made a substantial investment in its first building,
Washington School, and chose an accomplished architectural firm to
carry out the commission.
Rossiter & Wright were known mostly for
their domestic commissions, with several Shingle style houses built at
the New Jersey shore in the 1880s.
Since one of these was published in
The Scientific American Builders' Edition, published by the Munn family
of Llewellyn Park, there may have been a local connection.
Their ca.
1885 residence for Lucius A. Barbour, "Rock Gate," at Washington,
Connecticut, is one of their finest houses and displays some of the
same elements found in their design for the original portion of
Washington School (see attachment).
Rossiter & Wright prepared deigns
for two additions, which were carried out in 1899 and 1909. A 1939
addition was made by Hacker & Hacker.

ORIGINAL USE: School
PRESENT USE: School
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
Excellent
Good [X]
Fair
Poor
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
Yes [*]
Possible
No
Part of District
THREATS TO SITE:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other [X] Continued
insensitive alterations
COMMENTS: [*] National Register eligibility depends on how well the
various changes can be documented by any Rossiter & Wright plans and
records which may be held by the Board of Education.
REFERENCES: (1) Board of Education records compiled by Douglas C.
Alford, 9/91.
(2) Arnold Lewis's notes to Sheldon's "Artistic Country
Seats," republished as American Country Houses of the Gilded A c e . Dover
Publications, 1982.
RECORDED BY:
ORGANIZATION:
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ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A15

HISTORIC NAME: J. E. Schlachter House COMMON NAME: Community House
LOCATION: 242 Main Street
BLOCK/LOT
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
OWNER/ADDRESS:
DESCRIPTION
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1846

SOURCE OF DATE: Ref. 1

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

STYLE:

Italianate

FORM/PLAN TYPE: Modified "T"

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2 1/2 over above-ground basement
FOUNDATION: Stuccoed rubblestone/brick
EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC: Stucco
FENESTRATION: originally wooden quasi-casements
ROOF/CHIMNEYS: cross gable with brick chimneys
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Wooden facade porch.
added ca. 1919 for gymnasium use.

PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILE NO.
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MAP (Indicate North)
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A16

HISTORIC NAME: West Orange Town Hall
LOCATION: 66 Main Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
OWNER/ADDRESS:

BLOCK/LOT
COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1937

SOURCE OF DATE: Memorial
plaque
BUIIDER:

ARCHITECT: Wm. Lehmann & John Lamb
STYLE: Georgian Revival

FORM/PLAN TYPE: Central
block with flanking corridor-wings

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
FOUNDATION: Brick
EXTERIOR WALT, FABRIC: Brick with limestone trim
FENESTRATION: Multipaned double-hung sash
ROOF/CHIMNEYS: Flat roof; center block crowned with square tower that
terminates in open, domed cupola.
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
The focal point of the center
section is a pedimented colossal Ionic portico.
The principal block
has a high first floor and a false-attic parapet ornamented with
limestone panels.
These elements increase its 2-story height in
contrast to the lower flanking wings.

PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILE NO.

MAP (Indicate North)

A16/p. 2
SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: The formal
entrance is set back from Main Street in a minimal nod to the larger
landscaped setting that a building of this size requires.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban [X]
Suburban
Scattered Buildings
Open Space
Woodland
Residential
Agricultural
Village
Industrial
Downtown Commercial [X]
Highway Commercial
Other

SIGNIFICANCE: The taste for Colonial Revival civic architecture which
gave West Orange several public schools culminated in the construction
of Town Hall in 1937.
The building represents the last strong phase of
Colonial Revival civic architecture in New Jersey before it was
vitiated by post-World War II social and economic conditions as well as
the rise of International Style-influenced public buildings.
Town Hall also represents the second 20th-century attempt at
consolidation of municipal services in West Orange, after the Town Hall
of 1905.
Town Hall is Register eligible for the way its architecture
expresses the civic aspirations of a maturing and rapidly developing
suburban community in the Depression era.

ORIGINAL USE: Town Hall
PRESENT USE: Town Hall
PHYSICAL CONDITION:
Excellent [X]
Good
Fair
Poor
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
Yes [X]
Possible
No
Part of District
THREATS TO SITE:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

REFERENCES:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A17
STREET I -iME: Linds ley Avenue
CROSS STREETS: Rt. 280 and Main St. Street
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
Lindsley Avenue is a tiny backwater bounded by Route 280 and a
parking lot for the senior Citizen Housing Project.
Between Route 280
and Wheeler Street stand 4 buildings which constitute a brief survey of
the varieties of multi-family housing in West Orange from about 1890 to
1930 .
Number 32 is a 4-family house with 2 polygonal facade bays framing
a 2-story porch.
It has been synthetic sided and otherwise divested of
its historic detailing.
Numbers 28 and 26 are a distinctive pair of mirror image, multi
family buildings dating from the first quarter of the 20th century.
Each is L shaped and 3 stories high with paired sash windows.
Beneath
high parapets are pent roofs with long brackets supporting the eaves.
Double-leaf entry doors are sheltered by undercut porches.
The two are
a contrast in treatment: #28 retains its shingled siding and most of
its original features, while #26A has been changed with altered
windows, synthetic siding and other indignities.
Number 26, at the corner of Wheeler Street, is a 3-story brick
apartment house with elliptical-arched window heads and stone keystones
and a deep overhanging, bracketed cornice.
It is diagonally cut on the
corner where the cornice is notched in an odd fashion.
Integrity is
generally good except for painted ground floor and altered entry.
It
appears to date fom the turn of the century.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 75% GOOD 25% FAIR
% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS: This kind of historic housing stock continues to offer distinctive
housing opportunities that are alternatives to the single-family house for
certain segments of the population, particularly younger and older residents.
In addition to its customary code enforcement responsibilities, the town
should identify housing of this type and encourage owners to preserve its
historic architectural features.

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A18
STREET NAME: Wheeler Street
GROSS STREETS: Lindsley and Northfield Aves.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This short street, uniform in appearance, is composed of nine 2 1/2- to
3- story multi-family houses and 1 smaller single-family house (#5). The
multi-family houses are a combination of frame gambreled and gabled types,
all with 2-story porches and poor integrity.
Number 5 is a side-gambreled
turn-of-the-century Victorian/Colonial Revival type which has been altered
with synthetic siding and other unfortunate changes.
Number 20 differs from the rest by virtue of its gabled facade bays.
around-floor porch has been totally enclosed and badly treated
architecturally.
Proximity to Route 280 and Northfield Avenue subjects
Wheeler Street to heavy noise pollution.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
% GOOD 100% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat
Other

Its

%

COMMENTS: See comments to form A17.
Here, opportunities for preservation have
already been badly compromised by insensitive alterations.
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A19
STREET NAME: Nortiifield Avenue
ROSS STREETS: Valley Rd. and Wheeler St.
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
On the north side of the street at the c o m e r of Wheeler Steet are
four identical 4-family houses, circa 1900.
Each is 2 stories high
with flat roof and two 2-story polygonal bays framing double door
entrances.
The bays are either gabled or connected with a pent roof.
Recent renovations have robbed this quartet of most of its period
architectural integrity.
Next to these is a modern Texaco station.
Opposite the gas station, #14, the McIntosh Building (now called
the Norman Building) is 3 stories high with a 5-bay facade.
This
combined residential/commercial structure has suffered from ground
floor alterations.
The 2nd and 3rd floors exhibit their c a . 1915
patterned brick and cast-stone ornament.
Windows are paired and
tripled, 6/1 and 8/1 sash.
Centered in the parapet is a name plaque.
The west elevation exhibits a gabled roof and a 2-story, perpendicular
wing - all clad in common brick.
The brickwork and fenestration
pattern on this elevation suggest some storage or quasi-industrial use
which predates the facade treatment.
Further research needs to be
carried out.
Number 18 is a classic Bungalow with gable and hip roofs and tall
brick chimneys.
Its appearance has been ruined with synthetic siding,
cheap stone veneer, wrought iron posts and a partially enclosed porch,
but these changes are largely cosmetic and probably reversible.
Number 20 is a typical Queen Anne-style house with a 3-story,
octagonal corner tower.
Its porch frieze, between turned posts
exhibits a distinctive circular motif.
Despite some stuccoed sections
and a compromised landscape setting, this house retains a good deal of
its integrity in a very difficult location.
A large tree at the corner
helps shield it from this busy intersection.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT
% GOOD 90% FAIR 10% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A20
STREET NAME: Valley Road
OSS STREETS: Northfield Ave. and Whittingham PI.
nUNICIPALITY: West Orange

COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:

Between Northfield Avenue and #339 Valley Road, this section of Valley
Road is a short continuation of the central business district.
The corner building at Northfield Avenue is a vestige of the commercial
area's late 19th century appearance.
A 3-story gabled brick building with
a bracketed cornice, it is distinguished by a narrow, rectangular, corner
tower set on the diagonal.
Its steep, hipped roof is clad in red painted
wood shingles. As one of the few substantial commercial buildings from
this period to survive with reasonable architectural integrity, it
deserves continued sensitive treatment.
Number 325: a cross-gabled, 2 1/2-story, frame house, probably dating
from circa 186-1870, converted to commercial use with a built-out 2-story
shopfront.
To its south is a row of three 1-story jerry-built commercial
buildings of uncertain age and no architectural significance.
Number 333: concrete block auto body shop.
Its stepped-parapet facade,
typical of such buildings, has recently been covered with rough-cast
stucco and stone veneer.
A centered vehicle bay is original; other
fenestration is altered.
Number 337: 3-story, 2-family house with gambrel front and 2-story
porch similar to those found on Wheeler Street and elsewhere in West Orange.
It dates from approximately the turn-of-the-century and is covered with
asbestos shingle.
Number 339 is a 2-story commercial building with flats above.
Its
patterned red and tan brick facade with shaped parapet is typical of the
teens and early 1920s.
The original residence entry survives, with multipaned door and stained glass street number in the transom.
Except for a
modern screen door, the shopfront, too, is original.
From this point to Whittingham Place the street is mostly residential.
The east side is composed of a uniform row of gabled and gambrel-front, 3bay houses with side-hall entrances.
They are frame construction, 2 1/2
stories tall with most of their detailing removed or obscured by various
kinds of synthetic siding.
The row is broken by parking lots and some
commercial uses.
In front of #384 is a wall, unique in this neighborhood,
which appears to be made out of some sort of glacial conglomerate.
Directly opposite #384 is #389, a brick block-and-wing house with a
shingled front-facing gable with flat-decorated bargeboard and a sunburst
design in the apex. This appears to be an earlier 19th-century house
added to and updated in the 1870s-1880s.

A20/p. 2

The remainder of this side of the street is a mixture of gable and
frame houses from the second half of the 19th century, not as uniform in
siting and style as the opposite side of the street.

Number 357 has possibly the best integriy and. greatest architectural
interest of any house in the immediate neighborhood.
A narrow 2 1/2story, 3-bay building with double-leaf door opening to a side-hall
entrance, this house displays unusually interesting Carpenter's Gothic
ornament.
In addition to its fine but rather standard bracketed porch is an
unusual foliated and quatrefoil-motif bargeboard behind which are 4 jigsawn
star-motif brackets.
The architectural quality and integrity of this house
suggest what the rest of this street must have looked like before the
aluminum siding craze and other changes had taken over.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 20% GOOD 70% FAIR 10% POOR
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
THREATS TO STREET:
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960

DATE: Summer 1991

%

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL, PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
STREETSCAPE SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES

INVENTORY

N0:0722-A21

STREET NAME: Valley Way
CROSS STREETS: Eagle Rock Rd. & Montclair municipal boundary
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex

DESCRIPTION/SIGNIFICANCE:
This is the arterial divider between the lower and earlier Watchunc
Heights neighborhood and the later Fairmount and associated districts.
As it intersects with Eagle Rock Avenue, Valley Way is occupied by the
Washington School complex
[see individual survey form A13).
The
residential portion of the street begins at its intersection of Elir
Street.
At the end of the 19th century there was some spotty development
here, as evidenced by the gabled frame houses at #63 and #61 and the
gambreled frame row at #78 through #82.
Most of the street, however
dates from the teens and 1920s with a typical mix of Bungalows and small
Period Revival houses.
Lots are small and the street rises on the wes'
side making retaining walls necessary.
Some of these are guite handsomt
examples of the mason's are, reminders that historic neighborhoods arc
made up of more than houses.
At the intersection with Wilford Street is a row of 5 Dutch Colonia.
Revival houses, typical of the genre.
Opposite these, at #53, is a pleasantly eccentric
style distinguished by a porch and chimney laid up in
stone.
The round-arched porch door and window are
English Cottage style, making this a notably eclectic

version of the sam
variegated dresse
borrowed from the
mixture.

At #76 is a beautifully detailed Foursquare with a porch balustradcomposed of square-in-section balusters interspersed with wooden sphere'
to create a swagged effect. Another, simpler Foursquare is found at #88
At the corner of Moore Terrace is a vernacular towered Queen Annhouse (#39) with slate roof intact, one of relatively few in West Orang
with good integrity. Next to it (#41) is a gable-frame house of the sam
period with a slate roof and clad in clapboard and fishscale shingles.
Despite the fact that this is a connector street with a moderatel
heavy traffic volume, its street trees and relatively good architectura
integrity impart a congenial neighborhood air.
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 70% GOOD 30% FAIR
% POOR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO STREET:
Roads
Development
Zoning
Deterioration
No Threat [X]
Other
COMMENTS:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION

DATE: Summer 1991
Morristown, NJ 07960
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL, PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY N0:0722-A23

DISTRICT NAME: Eagle Rock Reservation
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT:Recreational Open Space
DESCRIPTION: (General description of district as a whole and boundaries)
The reservation comprises approximately 400 acres of forested
lands traversed by roads and trails.
Its most arresting natural
feature is the palisade-like geological formation which affords
spectacular views of the valley and Manhattan.
One of two surviving recreational structures of any significance
is Highlawn Pavilion, with a matchless view of the New York skyline.
It is a stuccoed, 2-story, Mediterranean Revival building with a ground
floor that incorporates a blind arcade finished with a vasiform
balustrade.
Second-floor windows on the facade are defined by shaped
pilasters and above these is a deep coved cornice set off by a belt
course.
The hipped roof is clad with clay tile (or a convincing
substitute).
The main entrance is now identified by a huge awning
serving as a porte-cochere.
A recent rehabilitation for restaurant use
did not attempt to restore the building to its historically accurate
appearance.
Near the entrance off Eagle Rock Avenue is a small open pavilion
of rustick-work which may survive from the reservation's first
development phase.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: See below
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES [X]
POSSIBLE

NO

THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES: The pavilion is in excellent condition,
the grounds and plant materials look worn in spots and have lost much of
the semi-wild character that 19th-century reports comment on so
enthusiastically.

COMMENTS: Changing attitudes about active versus passive recreation and the
safety of unpatrolled areas have put the reservation into a strange sort
of limbo. Much of the time it appears to be seriously underutilized; at
other times automobiles outnumber recreational users on foot. A new
master plan is needed to redefine the reservation's urpose in a changed
environment.

A23/p. 2
SIGNIFICANCE: The spectacular natural features and unique topographical
situation surrounding Eagle Rock, an enormous glacial outcropping 664 feet
above sea level, became public recreational land in 1895 when the Essex
County Park Commission purchased approximately 400 acres to establish the
Eagle Rock Reservation, a landmark action in New Jersey public lands
acquisition at the county level.
The cost was $221,063.
Even before it was made a formal recreation area, the land had been a
favorite spot for day trips and picnics. In 1854 Llewellyn Haskell, the
creator of Llewellyn Park, recognized its beauty when he began building his
own home there.
Called the Eyrie, it no longer stands.
The reservation is Register eligible for its landmark role in the
history of New Jersey's publicly created open space.

REFERENCES: (Include representation in existing surveys)
Reports to the Commissioners of the Essex County Park Commission, 18931895
Keith Robbins thesis, p. 103

ATTACHMENTS:

(Indicate number)

MAPS:

PHOTOS:

OTHER:

RECORDED BY: RPG & SZB
ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
Morristown, NJ 07960
DATE: Summer 1991

SLIDES:

B2G Ilighlawn Pavilion, Eagle Rock Reservation

B27 Rustic Shelter near Eagle Rock Ave., Eagle Rock
Reservation

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A24

DISTRICT NAME: Llewellyn Heights/Pembryn Manor
TJNICIPALITY: West Orange
^OUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT:Residential
DESCRIPTION:

(General description of district as a whole and boundaries)

More stylistically unified than other neighborhoods in this area,
the district is characterized by a collection of English Cottageinfluenced small houses.
They are recognizable by steeply-gabled
entrance pavilions that project beyond the facade, usually with roundarched doors; steeply-gabled roofs; prominent exterior brick chimneys,
sometimes with decorative bonding patterns; multi-paned sash; and a mix
of clapboarded and brick wall surfaces.
These houses are scattered
throughout, with concentrations on Rainbow Terrace.
The earliest building in the district, #4 Rainbow Terrace. was
part of the Dr. Fowler Dumshee estate (1878 Atlas).
It is a 6-bay, 2
1/2-story end-gable house which appears to date from the second half of
the 19th century.
Its two distinctive varieties of clapboard suggest a
major renovation and the removal of original detail.
At the front a
gabled and shingled porte-cochere survives with triangular window in
the gable; a modern garage has been attached.
On Fairmount Avenue itself are a large number of Dutch Colonial
Revival houses tightly spaced, with scattered street trees.
Parkside
Avenue is a mixture of small Dutch Colonial Revival houses and
Bungalows.
On Calvin Terrace we find a mixture of Bungalows, a few 1950s1960s houses and a number of 19th-century houses.
Typical of this
latter category are #6 and 9 , 3-bay, gable-front houses, more like
those in the adjoining Watchung Heights neighborhood.
Number 2-4 is an
unusual double house, probably dating from around the turn of the
century.
It presents to the street an exceptionally broad gambrel-roof
facade, which makes for a spacious and usuable attic story.
Asbestos
siding covers what may have been wood shingle cladding, thus
compromising this distinctive house.
On Eagle Terrace the houses are more akin to those on Rainbow
Terrace stylistically, with a mixture of mostly Dutch Colonial Revival
and a few English Cottage-influenced houses.
These illustrate a subtle
architectural and economic class difference.
Although they are not
much larger than those found on Fairmount Avenue, they exhibit a higher
level of historical detailing, which meant a higher cost. Number 6
Eagle Terrace is an overscaled Colonial Revival house with a brick
ground floor and a pedimented entry porch, different in size and
treatment from other houses in the district, but of the same period.
On Eagle Rock Avenue (from Fairmount to Eagle Terrace), the
English-influenced neighborhood persists, though only a few houses
actually face Eagle Rock.
On Eagle Rock and around the corner on the
adjoining side streets are a number of handsome cobblestone and
rubblestone retaining walls.

A24/p. 2

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 80% GOOD 20% FAIR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES:

% POOR

COMMENTS:

SIGNIFICANCE: The large-scale suburban development of West Orange took
off at a breakneck pace during the 1920s.
These twin
neighborhoods, where development commenced 1925-26, are typical
of the smaller subdivisions.
None of the developments of this
era were characterized by anything like the the conceptual or
social audacity of Llewellyn Park. Instead, they were inspired
by the straightforward profit motive which would continue to
characterize American suburban development to the present day.
For the most part, this motivation meant the utilization of
simple gridded street patterns and the replication by the
dozens of several standardized house types.
These constraints notwithstanding, the best West Orange
subdivisions from this period derive an unusually pleasant aspect from
the variety of their natural topography, the beauty of public and
private landscape efforts, and the craftsmanship and attention to
detail which characterize their architecture.
The architectural styles
represented illustrate the middle-class love affair with historicism.
These neighborhoods represent the successful realization of the
American dream of single-family home ownership in a location where rail
connections made commuting easy and pleasant.
The subdivisions larger
than these are frequently associated with a neighborhood public school
built concurrently, indicative of the coordinated public-private
investment in community facilities that made these neighborhoods so
desirable.

REFERENCES:

(Include representation in existing surveys)

The maps which document this district are ED #s 146, 576, and 2715
ATTACHMENTS:
MAPS: 1

(Indicate number)
PHOTOS:

OTHER:
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OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM

protection

HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO:0722-A26

DISTRICT NAMfT: Upper Watchung Heights
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
-OUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT: Residential
DESCRIPTION:

(General description of district as a whole and boundaries)

I,
Franklin Avenue to Harrison Avenue is, in most respects, a
duplication of the development pattern, style, variety and general
chronology of Watchung Heights.
Here, however, the hillside-like
location makes the term "Heights" more appropriate.
The same eclectic
mixture of styles pertains, with a large number of gable- and gambrelfront models and the same preponderance of synthetic siding.
Here,
however, we find more infill housing that postdates the 1940s, some of
it quite recent, evidence that a scattering of lots remained
undeveloped during the period of significance.
One of the district's most impressive houses is a classic Bungalow
found at #1 Orange Place. Its exceptionally broad jerkinhead gable
faces Orange Place with a jerkinhead entry porch centered below it.
The main roof has 2, long, shallow shed dormers and a 2-stage gabled
rear wing which adds further complexity to the massing. Exposed rafter
ends, both thin and blocky, are typical of the style. On either side
of the entry are tripled windows beneath pent roofs. The wall surface
is alternating courses of narrow and wide wood shingles. The windows
are multi-paned casements and 6/1 sash.
The foundation is cemented and
there is 1 interior brick chimney.
Asphalt roof shingles and an
enclosed entry porch are the only significant changes to this
accomplished example of its type. A matching 2-car garage with
original doors stands behind the house.
The house is sited on a
prominent corner lot with mature period landscaping and later splitrail fence.
At the corner of Cherry Street and Franklin Avenue is a large
municipal playing field.
Opposite the field beginning at Oxford Place
is a row of 4 gabled and gambreled, 2 1/2-story houses with generally
poor integrity.
This row illustrates the difficulty of dating such
houses in West Orange on the basis of stylistic evidence alone:
#45
and 43 appear on the 1911 atlas but the end houses do not.
Number 31,
a gambrel-front house, also appears on the 1911 atlas. Numbers 33 and
35, a Dutch Colonial Revival and a small Bungalow probably date from
ca. 1920.
All of these houses are synthetic sided.
At the corner but facing Franklin Avenue is, by contrast, what may
be a much altered 18th-century house, atypical of these districts. A
narrow L-plan, 2 stories high with a very shallow attic, it has
stuccoed walls, large curved brackets (almost knee braces) and gable
apex stickwork, all added later. Attached at the front is a 1-story
wing with stone veneer, circa 1950s, which serves as the Franklin
Tavern.
Ashwood Terrace is a short street of 21 dwellings, subdivided
after 1911, which has an unusually cohesive quality for these
districts, apparently developed all-of-a-piece in a very short time
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scan.
Its houses reflect the fondness for Bungalow, semi-Bungalow and
small Period Revival types popular around World War I. The houses are
mostly low, broad 2-story types clad in a combination of shingles and
clapboard with gable roofs and mock gambrels.
There are some period
garages.
Number 29 has a pedimented entry with bracketed eaves unusual for
the period, and 6/1 2nd-floor sash with typical crescent-cutout-panel
shutters.
Numbers 20 and 19 exhibit twin gabled facades and shingled
walls.
Number 17 is a Foursquare variant with rectangular projecting
bay above the side door.
Its porch has been enclosed.
Numbers 3, 5 and 7 Ashwood are somewhat earlier than the rest of
the street; they exist on the 1911 Atlas.
They are a trio of 2-story
front-gambreled cottages with palladian attic windows and facade
porches.
Number 5 has been synthetic sided and some of the porch
details nave been changed, but its integrity is reasonably good.
The curve of the street, the uphill rise, the generally good
integrity, street trees and total period development give Ashwood
Terrace an unusual degree of historic integrity.
II.
Valiev Wav to Franklin Avenue is clearly a developmental
extension of the earlier Watchung Heights District and falls between
Franklin Avenue and Valley Way.
Some of the streets were laid out
later in the 19th century, but for the most part development did not
occur until the teens and the 1920s. Although architectural styles are
somewhat varied, most fall into a large category that we can term
Period Revival.

Maple Street is one of several very similar streets typical of the
entire district.
Between Mississippi Avenue and Valley Way it
constitutes an archetypal middle-class street of the 1920s.
Of modest
size, the houses are typically 2 stories with attic, frame
construction, and roof ridges parallel to the street.
The most common
styles are Dutch Colonial Revival and a nominally Colonial Revival type
with virtually no historical features.
Examples of the former are #168
and 170; of the latter, #169 and 171.
The oldest house on Maple is #166.
Its facade is dominated by a
gambrel roof with a triple window under a dentate cornice.
The 2nd
floor is shingled, the 1st floor clapboard with a side-hall entrance.
Gabled frame houses like this are found scattered throughout other West
Orange neighborhoods, but this example possesses unusually good
integrity.
According to a neighbor, it was built circa 1905.
As it rises uphill, Maple terminates at Valley Way with a view of
similar houses.
Street trees are numerous.
Maple Street and its parallel streets, Elm and Kirk Streets, are
bisected by Mississippi Avenue. Between Kirk Street and Maple Street,
Mississippi displays largely the same kind of small Period Revival
house found on Maple.
A uniform row of these, #66-52 Mississippi, is
found with their facades angled obliquely away from the street line.
The row straightens out and continues through #44.
Many of the porches in this row have been enclosed and there is
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some evidence of synthetic siding, but integrity is not bad.
A close
inspection reveals some handsome details like the tripled window and
shutters with crescent cutouts at #66. Mississippi terminates in a
modern garden apartment complex, the Eagle Rock Cooperative.
The varied mix of the distict is emphasized by Elm Street between
Mississippi and Harrison Avenues.
Building lots that are noticably
smaller and houses scaled to fit suggest another nuance in the
district's social and economic variety.
Near the Harrison Avenue end of the block are 2 gambrel frame
houses, #992 and 103 Elm, which probably date from circa 1900.
Opposite these is a row of 7 true Bungalows, #92-106, a house type not
very numerous in West Orange.
One has a hipped roof, the other 6 have
street-facing-gables.
These have no distinguishing bungaloid features
in the typical Arts and Crafts sense, but are Bungalows by virtue of
their 1-story height.
They probably date from the teens of the 20th
century.
On a typical summer day like the one when this description
was written, the lack of shade trees here contrasts dramatically with
Maple Street.
Numbers 110-114 Elm are 3 double houses. Unlike some of the more
decorated multi-family houses found in other neighborhoods, these are
simple shingled boxes with gable-on-hip roofs and exposed rafter ends.
Another variety of 2-family house is represented by a group of 5,
#117-125 Elm Street, characterized by undercut entry porches and brick
veneer facades.
Like much of Elm Street, these have been synthetic
sided.
A typical example with bungaloid features is found at #118.
III.
The Grant Terrace/Virginia Avenue section is a continuation
of the housing types found on Maple Street and Mississippi Avenue—
small, frame, and solidly middle class.
On Kirk Street near Harrison Avenue are 3, large, narrow 2-frame
houses with hipped roofs and yellow brick facades.
Numbers 46-50 are
unlike any other houses in the district.
Number 48 has 2 round-arched
windows and a round-arched door giving it the most decorative facade of
the 3 .
Another arterial divider, Harrison Avenue, divides the Watchung
Heights neighborhood from upper Watchung Heights.
Unlike Valley Way,
Harrison has developed more of the character of a heavily-used arterial
street.
This is due to a number of factors: mixed residential and
commercial use, generally poor architectural integrity, lack of street
trees and obtrusive telephone poles festooned with abundant lines.
Amidst this confused environment, one section stands out for its
unified quality.
This is a gxoup of six 4-family houses, #81-93
Harrison.
Each is 2 stories high with a nearly flat roof pitched to
the rear.
In each case, paired entrances are centered on the facades
between 2-story polygonal, projecting bays. At the front are pent
roofs over modillion cornices.
The row has been treated badly with
alterations and synthetic siding, but #77-79 exhibits the best
integrity and proves that aesthetic recovery is still possible here.
Number 85 Harrison Avenue is a rare survivor of a 19th-century
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towered villa on a large lot which suggests its orginal setting.
Although the form and massing survive, the house has been encased
totally in aluminum siding.
It is identified on the 1904 Atlas as the
property of John Harrison.
At that time it was part of a huge lot
which now incorporates the property given over to the 6 4-family
houses.
(See lot #142 on the attached illustration.).
Opposite #85 Harrison is #82-84, a ca. 1920s 2-story brick
apartment building with 1 commercial unit.
Typical of its era, with
shaped parapet and decorative brickwork, this building illustrates how
the street was infilled with new development early in the 20th century
(since the uphill row beyond it clearly dates from a generation
earlier).
In the next block, at the bottom of the street, is more commercial
development of this vintage.
The small-scale neighborhood commercial
character of the street is further illustrated by 2 buildings above the
intersection with Maple Street:
The first is #37-39 Harrison, a 2-story frame building with
apartments above traditional turn-of-the-century shopfronts, an
unremarkable but thoroughly typical building that merits a second look.
The second is #33-35, a 1-storv flat-roofed brick taxpayer of
considerable elegance for such a small building.
Its facade is
articulated with a rockfaced stone foundation, cast-cement pilasters
and cornice and 4 rectangular panels enclosing a swag motif cast in
relief.
Next door, #25 Harrison is an exceptionally rare gas station
surviving from one of the earliest periods of gasoline retailing (a
similar station, built by Sunoco before 1936, is illustrated on p. 100
of Chester H. Liebs's From Main Street to Miracle Mile. Little, Brown &
Co., 1985). A freestanding stucco block with a hipped tile roof
(possibly metal), the building has sustained some alterations, but all
in all exhibits a remarkable state of integrity.
It is well worth
preserving.
A comparison with the gulf station across Kirk Street
makes an instructive contrast in the history of American service
station design.
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 20% GOOD 50% FAIR 30% POOR
%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES: Traffic volume and poor property
maintenance have compromised the residential quality of some parts of
the district.
Insensitive alterations are common.
Some significant
buildings of relatively recent vintage, like the gas station
described above, are obviously not perceived locally as
"historic," even though they are more than fifty years old and
meet standard survey criteria.

COMMENTS: Typical of many West Orange districts, this large neighborhood
is characterized by a degree of heterogeneity— both in terms of
architectural integrity and historical development— which makes
describing it and proposing guidelines for its possible designation and
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preservation exceptionally difficult.
Since there is no one, easily
recognizable common denominator here, we have made a great effort to
single out individual buildings and groupings of more than ordinary
merit.
Once the Preservation Commission has had an opportunity to look
at the entire survey in context it may become easier to make value
judaement comparisons and apply a hierarchical approach to the
treatment of districts like this.

SIGNIFICANCE: The one generalization that most easily comes to mind about this
varied district is the way in which it illustrates the vigor of
early- 2 0 th-century suburbanization in West Orange, with significant
patches of middle-class development as early as ca. 1910. Here we
find a few atypical concentrations of Bungalows, a "utilitarian"
house type reflective of the Progressive Movement that would be edged
out in West Orange and elsewhere by the rise of the Period Revival
styles in the 1920s.
The proximity of residential streets to small
neighborhood shopping areas illustrates another kind of development
pattern, this one nearly wiped out by the increased mobility typical
of American life after World War II.

REFERENCES: (Include representation in existing surveys)
Some of the documentation for the subdivision of this area is found in
the following Engineering Department files: #472, #576, and #1703.
ATTACHMENTS:

(Indicate number)

HAPS:

PHOTOS:

OTHER:
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO: 0722-A27

ISTRICT NAME: Watchung Heights
.UNICIPAUTY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT:Residential
DESCRIPTION:

(General description of district as a whole and boundaries)

The district lies in the northeast quadrant of West Orange on
mostly flat terrain, although some of the north/south streets rise to
the north, and is one of the most densely developed middle-class
enclaves dating from the second half of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th.
It is home to a large variety of architectural
types, including but not limited to the predominate types identified
below.
The earliest part of the development adhered to Watson
Whittlesey's 25-foot lots.
Later buyers often purchased two lots, a
practice that produced intermittent side yards and some lots given over
to small gardens.
Throughout this almost exclusively residential
district are scattered a few corner stores and one church.
The very narrow lots (25 foot) originally laid out are best
typified by a row of houses on Watson Avenue at the terminus of John
Street.
Their construction in a pre-zoning era is emphasized by the
narrow alleys that separate them instead of side yards.
They span the
entire range of the district's development chronologically and
stylistically. Number 164 represents the earliest phase, with its steep
gabled roof, quatrefoil punched bargeboard and Eastlake-like brackets.
Number 158, a small Period Revival house, represents the final phase,
ca. 1915-1920S.
There are only a very few houses built as infill that post-date
the period of significance.
Street trees are abundant as are small
gardens, though front yards are tiny.
For the most part, sidewalks are
cement with bluestone curbs.
Some fences exist but most are late-20th
century and out of character with the district's architecture.
There
are no period street lights.
The character of the district is noticabiy different at the foot
of Columbia Street, where a modern bakery (Tobias) and a lowrise lightindustrial building, both just outside the district, signal the end of
Watson Whittlesey's development.
A few streets are more noticeably uniform than others.
Klina
Street, for example, is lined with a collection of 10 3-story gambrelfront houses with their original slate roofs.
Several more houses are
the simplest gable-roof type.
The street is given interest by 2 houses
which are more unusual and worthy of careful attention:
The first is # 6 Kling Street, one of the most individualistic
buildings in the entire district, seeming almost as if it predates the
more uniform development pattern.
Dating from the late 1880s or early
90s, it combines features typical of the period's pattern-book
architecture, including spindle-turned porch posts, a multi-staged
c o m e r tower with multi-paned windows, and flat brackets decorated with
button-like ornaments.
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The second is #27-29 (named "Sarah"), one of a group of 3 multi
family houses.
"Sarah" has 4 units and a 2-story stuccoed facade with
a heavy tiled pent roof above a cornice that incorporates modillions,
dentils and curved brackets.
The entry is centered beneath a tiled
shed roof carried on 2 swooping curved brackets.
The name is set in
stained glass in the transom.
On either side of the entry are 2-story
Doric-columned porches.
The ground-floor porches have their original
Roman patterned balustrades.
The 2nd-floor balustrades are recent
inappropriate replacements.
There are several patches of bluestone
left on the street.
Watchuno Avenue south of Washington forms a logical eastern
boundary for the district.
It is a wide arterial street and its
development is slightly more varied than found in the rest of the
district.
Its integrity, however, is marred by the vacant lot and
industrial building at the corner of Columbia Street and light
industrial uses scattered elsewhere.
Watchung Avenue north of
Washington is another logical boundary because east of it lies Rosedale
Cemetery.
Important House Types in the District
I.

Gable-End Houses

The gabled and gambreled types are the backbone of the district,
and date from the earliest development period, although their
popularity persisted in some sections for decades.
The most common of
several gable-end-to-the-street varieties is a 1 1 / 2 -story 3 -bay house
with side entrance and facade porch, like #48 Columbia Street. An
example with unusually good integrity is #27 Watchung Avenue. Number
38 is almost identical.
Number 76 and 78 Whittlesey Street are more
compromised examples.
II.

Gambrel-Front Houses

Good examples of this variety are #107 and 109 High Street, twostory 2-bay cross-gambreled houses set on high brick basements.
A
larger gambrel type is a 3-story turn-of-the-century eclectic Colonial
Revival model with shingled siding and pedimented porch carried on
classical columns.
Number 59 High Street is a 2-family example of this
type.
One of the most uniform groups is the 5-house row on Ridge
Avenue, #81-91, with similar models scattered across the street.
III.

Bungalows

Classic 1-story or 1-story with dormer frame Bungalows, usually on
rockfaced cement block foundations, are scattered throughout the
district, and enjoyed their greatest popularity beginning around 1910.
The examples at #9 and 11 High Street and #45 Seward Street are
typical.
IV.

Dutch Colonial Revival Houses

This type, popular in the 1920s, is characterized by two-story
height with gambrel roof and large shed-roof dormers, front and back,
with front porch under the sweep of the roof.
Typical examples: #1, 2
and 3 Whittlesey and #135 High Street.
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V.

Masonry Apartments

Numbers 47 and 45 Watson Avenue are a pair of 3-story patterned
brick 2 -bay apartment buildings, ca. 1910, notable for their unusual
facades which terminate in steeply-gabled and rounded-piiastered
parapets.
Entries are bold round-arched fan-lighted doors.
Original
qreen-painted wood trim contributes to their period character.
Number
2 3 0 Watchupa Avenue is identical, without the green trim.
Number 163 Watson Avenue is an unusually urbanistic building for
this development.
A tall narrow 3-story apartment, built ca. 1900, it
has a ground floor of shopfronts in their original condition, with
pressed metal cornice above which rise a pair of boldly-scaled 3-sided
pressed metal bays terminating in wooden gables.
The entire facade
composition is framed with yellow-brick pier walls.
Three-story wooden
porches are attached to the rear elevation.
★

★

★

Two focal point buildings are typical of the district's nonresidential history.
Harvest Temple Church of God, corner of High
Street and Ridae Avenue, is a shingled Gothic Revival church.
Its
double-gabled facade has a crenellated corner tower with arcades of
Gothic-arched windows and a pyramidal slate roof.
Integrity is
somewhat compromised by new doors, blocked-in tower windows and a
cyclone fence.
Number 20 Columbia Street (possibly a former fire station) is a 2story 1 -bay brick building with a stepped parapet, paired 2 nd-floor 1 / 1
sash and a single ground-floor vehicle bay now blocked in.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 40% GOOD 30%
POOR 10%
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]

FAIR 20%

THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES:

COMMENTS: Despite its historical significance to the residential
development of West Orange, the district is judged Register ineligible
because of severe integrity problems.
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SIGNIFICANCE:
Watchung Heights was developed at the turn of the century as
the largest single speculative residential development West Orange had seen
("largest" measured in terms of building lots rather than acreage; Llewellyn
Park laid claim to the largest residential land area).
Its mastermind was
Watson Whittlesey, who a few years later went on to develop Livingston Manor
in Highland Park on the edge of New Brunswick.

Whittlesey's undated brochure claimed that "Over 800 home sites have been
purchased at Watchung Heights.
Over 80 families in the past four years have
taken advantage of the low prices and favorable terms and are now living in
their own homes at Watchung Heights." Whittlesey's promotional efforts made
it clear that individual home ownership on easy credit terms ("only a few
dollars a week necessary to make a start") was a powerful draw in the pre-FHA
era before government and private fiscal policies made middle-class home
ownership something to be taken for granted.
The photographs in Whittlesey's brochure illustrate moderate-size lateVictorian frame houses, heirs to the vernacular Queen Anne style.
The street
views, full of empty lots and houses standing in splendid isolation, are a
striking contrast to the district's appearance today: the development was
ultimately so successful that houses were crammed onto building lots with
minimal side-yard separation.
It is clear that Whittlesey's master plan was
no more than a dense grid without provision for amenities like neighborhood
green space or even a respose to existing topography.
If Watchung Heights was a failure in environmental terms when compared to
Llewellyn Park, one thing made it a dramatic contrast to working-class
neighborhoods like the district described on suevey form A 1 : Its houses were
all individualistic, and avoided the streetscape-sameness that characterizes
so many of West Orange's neighborhoods of identical gabled or gambreled
houses.
Watchung Heights is the phenomenon that stands between the unplanned and
smaller-scale middle-class developments that preceded it and the vigorous
speculative growth of the 1920s and 1930s that made West Orange a verdant
middle-class suburb.

REFERENCES: (Include representation in existing surveys)
"Picturesque Homes, Watchung Heights."
ATTACHMENTS:

Brochure lent by Judy Williams

(Indicate number)

MAPS: 1

PHOTOS:

SLIDES:

OTHER: Photocopy of reduced pages from promotional brochure.
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY N0:0722-A29
d Y s TRTCT n a m e :

Eagle Rock Manor
MUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT: Residential
DESCRIPTION!

(General description of district as a whole and boundaries)

Althouah developed around 1928, Eagle Rock Manor is one of many
West Orange neighborhoods characterized by a notably spotty development
history.
During the 1920s and 30s, houses were built here on widelyscattered lots, and new construction much later, in the 1950s and 60s,
filled in the vacant spaces.
This fact, together with lack of any dominant architectural style
and the prevalence of synthetic siding, results in lack of any definite
historical identity.
The tree-shaded streets and small lots of this
district make for a very pleasant neighborhood, but one without a
strong reason for treating it with a historical preservation attitude.
A few handsome or typical houses are individually notable.
Number
64 and 62 Fitzranaolph Road are examples of the simplest Bungalow type.
On Robertson Road, #17 is probably the most distinctive house in
the district.
It is a brick English Cottage with an octagonal entry
bay.
It looks as if it were transplanted from another neighborhood
with a more typically English Cottage development pattern.
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 80% GOOD 20% FAIR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES:
COMMENTS:
SIGNIFICANCE: Typical of 1920s/'30s

REFERENCES:

suburban development.

(Include representation in existing surveys)

ED #3107
ATTACHMENTS:
MAPS: 1

(Indicate number)
PHOTOS:

OTHER:
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ORGANIZATION:
ACROTERION
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DATE: Summer 1991

SLIDES:

% POOR
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NT5W JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY HERITAGE
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY N0:0722-A31

DISTRICT NAME! David Harper lands
iUNICIPALITY: West Orange
COUNTY: Essex
TYPE OF DISTRICT:Residential

~

DESCRIPTION: (General description of district as a whole and boundaries)
The number of houses built here during the period of significance
(ca. 192-1930) is small.
Many have been altered and covered with
synthetic siding.
New houses built among them create a patchwork-quilt
effect.
There are a few modest Bungalows like #55 Roosevelt Avenue and #19
Belle-Terre Road.
Both of these have relatively good integrity.
A
more typical house is #16 Belle-terre Road, where synthetic siding and
an enclosed porch have resulted in very poor integrity.
On Lincoln Avenue #24, 23, 20, 14, 10 and 7 are typical English
Cottage types.
Some have very good integrity, some very poor.
Number
11 is an English/Dutch Colonial Revival hybrid, its roof shingles laid
to resemble thatch.
Historically speaking, the district lacks coherence or
architectural distinction.
Number 31 Roosevelt rises above its
neighborhood as a modest but accomplished example of the English
Cottage style.

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: EXCELLENT 75% GOOD 25% FAIR
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:
YES
POSSIBLE
NO [X]
THREATS TO DISTRICT/LOCAL ATTITUDES:

% POOR

COMMENTS:
SIGNIFICANCE: Typical of period Revival housing in West Orange during the
1920s and '30s.

REFERENCES: (Include representation in existing surveys)
ED 12502
ATTACHMENTS:
MAPS: 1

(Indicate number)
PHOTOS:

SLIDES:

OTHER:
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