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Set I: Chronology
Thomas A. Edison demonstrated his tin-foil phonograph before the National Academy of
Sciences meeting in Washington D.C., and to President Rutherford B. Hayes at the White
House. This portrait was taken at Washington by Mathew Brady, Civil War photographer,

in April 1878.
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Set I: Chronology
Thomas A. Edison at Time Clock, Laboratory West Orange, Feb. 11, 1921.
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Set I: Chronology
Edison in his West Orange chemistry laboratory, 1890.







Set I: Chronology No. 7
Thomas A. Edison in his Chemical Laboratory in 1906. This building is now a part of the
Edison National Historic Site.
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HOMES

People live in all kinds of shelters in Edison.

Some people live in their very own houses. Houses come in all
shapes and sizes. Some houses have one floor. Others have two or
more floors. Some houses have special names. They can be called
ranch, cape cod, split level, bi-level, or colonial.

Some people live in apartments. An apartment is a place where
there are many sets of rooms. Each family would have one set of
rooms to live in.

Other people live in mobile homes. A mobile home ié.sometimes
called a trailer. Trailers come in many different sizes.

W

Suggested Activities:

-1l. Choose your favorite room in your home. Now draw a picture
showing the placement of the furniture in the room.
2. Make a diorama of your shelter.
3. Make a mural showing your neighborhood.

4. Draw a map showing how you get to school.
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POLICE STATION 4

The police officers of our town enforce the fules which are made
to protect us. The police officers are our friends. Some police
officers help us to cross streets. Crossing guards and safety
patrols help them to do their job. Some police officers ride around
in cars and protect our neighborhoods. They give tickets to drivers
who do not.obey the traffic laws. They also control lights and
signals at busy intersectiong; The police officers help us keep.our

bicycles safe with a yearly check-up.

/’\, | J
A 1 s
fwﬁLfﬂ djﬁﬂﬁaﬂf1

1. Visit the Edison Police Station.

Suggested Activities:

2 Invite a police officeri to speak‘to your class.
3. Topics for discussion:
a. What are the dﬁties'Qf a police officer?
b. Who is in charge of the police department?
c. What are the different divisions of the police department?
d. What do the police officers include in the yearly
bicycle check-up? | ”
e. What is a stranger? What do we do when a stranger tries

to. talillk to'us?
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INDUSTRY

Your mother or father may work in a factory. Factories may
be called industry. Do you know any industries in our community?
Industries make products such as cars, televisions, refrigerators,
cosmetics, air-conditioners, and many other things that we use every

day. Can you name other things made in a factory? 1Is this product

made in our community?

e ke An
Suggested Activities hiwbd&w&ji@

"

1. Discuss industry within Edison.

2. What products do you use at home that could have been made
in Edison? Make a collage of products made in Edison.
(Fedders, Schwinn, Ford, Revlon, Mobile 0il, Wfigley Gum,
Westinghouse) .

3. Visit a factoryv.
4. Other topics for discussion:
a. Where do your parents work?
b. What do they do?
c. Do they make anything?
d. How many factories in Edison can you name?

e. What is Raritan Center?
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TRANSPORTATICN

Many important highways and railways cross our town. That

is why Edison is called, "The Crossroads of New Jersey". A great

number of people who live in Edison commute daily to New York

City by train, bus or car to go to work. Some industries transport

their products by rail or truck to various parts of the United States.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

Lo

Bring in a New Jersey road map. Locate the roads

that pass through Edison.

On a road near your home, count the number of vehicles
that pass by in ten minutes. Compare your results with
your friends. Make a graph showing the fesults.

Make a collage about transportation in Edison.

Topics for discussion:

a. What roads in Edison have you traveled?

b. What are commuters? Why do they commute?

Ce How does your mother or father get to work?
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GODFATHER OF INDUSTRY . ; foa

"But the man whose clothes were always wrinkled,
whose hair was always tousled and who frequently ‘lacked
a shave probably did more than any other one man to in-
fluence the industrial civilization in which we live.
To him we owe the phonograph and motion picture which
spice hours of leisure; the universal electric motor and
the nickel-iron-alkaline storage battery with their
numberless commercial uses; the magnetic ore separator,
the fluorescent lamp, the basic principles of modern
electronics. Medicine thanks him for the fluoroscope,
which he left to the public domain without patent.
Chemical research follows the field he opened in his
work on coaltar derivatives, synthetic carbolic acid,
and a source of natural rubber that can be grown in the
United States. His greatest contribution, perhaps,
was the incandescent lamp--the germ from which sprouted
the great power utility-systems of our day. . .

Although his formal education stopped at the age
of 12, his whole life was consumed by a passion for
self-education, and he was a moving force behind the
establishment of a great scientific journal. The number.
of his patents--1100--far exceeds that of any other |
inventor. And the 2500 notebooks in which he recorded
the progress of thousands of experiments are still being
gleaned of unused material. Once, asked in what his
interests lay, Edison smilingly responded, 'Everything.'
If we ask ourselves where the fruits of his life are seen,
we might well answer,'Everywhere.'"

i

From yation's Heritage



THOMAS ALVA EDISON

The SEORg . OF @ <or o srps

a Great American

Journeylng from Holland, the Edison famlly originally
landed in Elizabethport, New Jersey, about 1730..: In Colonial
times, they farmed a large tract of land not far from West
Orange, New Jersey, where Thomas A. Edison made his home some
160 years later. Their fortunes fluctuated with their poli-
tics. Like many well-to-~do landowners of that time, John
Edison, a great-grandfather of the inventor, remained a
Loyalist during the revolution, suffered imprisonment and
was under sentence of execution from which he was saved only
through the efforts of his own and his wife's prominent Whig
relatives. His lands were confiscated, however, and the
family migrated to Nova Scotia, where they remained until
1811, when they moved to Vienna, Ontario. Edison's grandfather,

‘Captaln Samuel Edison, served with the British in the War
of 1812. ey -

In Ontario:» Edlson s father, another Samuel met and
married Nancy Elliott, schoolteacher and daughteriof a - e
minister whose family had originally come from Connecticut . "o
where her grandfather Ebenezer Elliott had served as a cap~ L
tain in Washlngton S army.

The yqunger Samuel now became involved in another
political struggle--the much later and unsuccessful:Canadian
counterpart of the American Revolution known'as the 'Papineau-
MacKenzie Rebellion. Upon the failure of this movement, he
was forced to escape across the border to the United States,;*:
and after innumerable dangers and hardships, finally reached: "
the town of Milan, Ohio, where he decided to settleiiy: .niiw ¢

e LR

Thomas Edlson s Early Days g 5 e o

The brick cottage in which Thomas Alva Edison was - - !
born on February 11, 1847, still stands in Milan, Ohio. Its
humble size and simple design serve as a constant i reminder
that in America, a humble beglnnlng does not hamper the =
rise to success.. % y b

Even as a boy of pre-school age, "Al" Edison was -
extraordinarily inquisitive; he wanted to find out things
for himself. The story is told of how he tried--unsuccess-
fully-- to solve the mystery of hatching eggs by sitting on .
them, himself, in his brother—~in-law“*s barn. ' Among other :
tales of his youth in Milan are his narrow escape from drown- .
ing in the barge canal that ran alongside the Edison home,
and his public spanking in the town square after he ac01dentally
had set fire to his father's barn.
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When he was seven years old, his family moved again;
this time to Port Huron, Michigan. But, unlike their earlier

migrations by wagon, the trip was made by railroad train
and lake schooner. |

Edison's formal schooling was of short duration
and of little value to him. To use his own words, he "was
usually at the foot qf the class." ' His teacher did not have
the patience to cope with so active and inquisitive a mind,
so his mother withdrew him from school and capably undertook
the task of his education herself. 'In spite of his lack of .
formal schoollng, Edison rec0gnlzed the great worth of
education and, in his later years, sponsored the famous Edlson
scholarships. for outstandlng high school graduates who were .
selected each year through a natlonal contest : RATRCEN

Young Tam s-First Laboratorg i i

o Most.of Edison's vast knowledge was acquired through
1ndependent study and training. At thé age of eleven, for
example, he had his own chemical laboratory in the cellar -

of his Port Huron home and hacl read such books as Gibbon's
"Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," Sears' "History of

the World," Burton's "Anatomy of Melancholy,’ and the "Dictionary
of Sciences." . . | , LRy Sy

At twelve, his parents permitted him to-take a job
as newsboy and candy "butcher" on the train of the Grand
Trunk Railroad running from Port Huron to Detroit. In this,
his first job, Edison exhibited a knack for business and an
ambition . that far exceeded that of the average boy of his.
years:. He maintained a chemical laboratory in the train's.
baggage car, which also served to house a printing press. -
on which young Edison ran off copies of "“The Weekly Herald,"'”,
the first newspaper ever edited, published and printed, .
aboard a moving train. In addition, he became a mlddle-man A
for fresh vegetables and fruit, buying from the farmers along
the route and selllng to Detroit markets.

When only thirteen years old; he was earning several
dollars. a day, a tidy sum even for a man in 'that period. .. ., !
Already he was putting into practice a theory followed Ve
throughout his life--that hard work and sound thlnklnq P
recognize no substitutes.

One of . the most widely known stories about Edison is
the one which attributes his deafness to a:quick-tempered
trainman who soundly boxed his ears when.Edison's travellng
laboratory caused a fire to break out in the baggage car. . .
Only part of the tale is true: ‘the fire broke out and the . ;i
trainman boxed his ears, but DEdison himself never believed. .

»! his deafness resulted from this incident. He traced it to a.
later occasion when another trainman thoughtlessly picked
him up by the ears to help hin aboard a train that was pulling
out of a station. .
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It was during this period that a dramatic incident
occurred which altered the entire course of Edison's career
and which, therefore, may well '‘have also altered the course:
of world progress. At IMt. Clemens, Michigan, the'" YOung
Edison risked his own life to save the station agent's little
boy from death under a moving freight car. The grateful
father taught him telegraphy as a reward. Edison's associa-
tion with telegraphy brought to a climax his interest in
electrlclty~—a word with which'the name of Edison was to be-~
come inseparately a55001ated~~and led him into studies and

experiments Wthh resulted i sOme of the world's greatest
1nvent10ns. :

A Telegrapher at Se&entéen_:’ff S R

Edlson S Sklll as a sender and receiver earned him a
job as’ a. regular telegrapher ‘on the Grand Trunk line at
Stratford Junct;on, Ontario, when only seventeen years of
age. His creative imagination, however, proved his downfall
in this instance. He was fired when a superv1sor happened: :
across the secret of one of the young inventor's creations--
a device for automatlcally "reporting in" on the wire in
Morse code every hour, when, in actuallty, Edison was napplng
to make up for sleep lost in pursulng his studies. SRS :

' As a telegrapher, Edlson travelled throughout theww
niddle west, always studying and experlmentlng to improve
the crude telegraph apparatus of the era. Turning eastward
Edison went to Boston where he went to work for Western Unlon
as an operator. In his spare time, he created his first
invention to be patented-—a machine for electrically record- .
ing ‘and counting the "Ayes” and "Nays" cast by members of
a legislative body. While the invention €arned him no money,
because members of'Congress could not be interested in any
device to speed up proceedlngs, it did teach him a commercial
lesson. Then and there he decided nevef agaln to invent any-
thing unless he was sure it was wanted

From Boston, Edison went to New York, where he landed,
poor and in debt, in 1869. While working as an employee of
the Gold and Stock Telegraph Company and later as a partnér
with Franklin L. Pope in their own electrical engineering*
company, Edison invented the Universal Stock Printer. For

this device he. received $40 000, the first money an invention
brought him. % e o

To Edlson, the nere possession of money meant nothing;
its. only value rested in its ability to provide thé' tools:
and equipment necessary for further work and experiment.’' With
the $40,000 he opened a factory in Newark, New Jersey, in
1870, where he manufactured stock tickers and devoted his
energiesrto invention.
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By the time he was twenty-three, his established
methods of hard. work and sound thinking had catapulted

him to a p01nt on the road to success. rarely attained by
one so young.

Edison's HECtiC“years
s it el 3

‘With his success as an inventor and manufacturer
at the age of twenty-three, Thomas Alva Edison in 1870
- plunged into a period of feverish endeavor that has no
parallel in the lives of other great men of science. His
fertile brain and boundless energy drove him from one great
invention to another, each of which, in turn, launched new
manufacturlng enterprisés, giving employment to thousands
of people. Few were his working days ‘that did not extend .::
through twenty of the twentyfour hours’. The group of men
who worked closely with him as his immediate assistants
earned the name of the "insomnia squad” as they tried
~valiantly to follow the pace set by the "boss."

Actually there was no "boss" since, as the men who
worked with him have testified, he worked harder, longer,
and looked less like the owner of the plant than anyone
present. . A casual v1srt0r, we are told, would have regarded
Edison as one of the least likely persons to have been in :i!
charge, judging by outward appearances. Democracy walked-’
with him through]his laboratory. B

Work in his Newark plants constantly demanded more
’trme for production than creation, so in 1876, in'order to
devote more of his energiés to 1nvent10n, he turned the ‘-
' management of his factories over to trusted assistants and
established laboratorles at Menlo Park, New Jersey.

: Before moving to Menlo Park however, Edison made one
of his great discoveries, ‘an electrlcal phenomenon he called
‘etheric force." This was the 'discovery that electrically

generated waves would traverse an open circuit--the prlnczple

on which wireless telegraphy and radio are founded. The;

idea that electr1c1ty would traverse space was almost

ibeyond belief at that time.

In a related field of research, Edison also dlscovered

‘that messages could be sent through space by induction, - in
~which a current generated in one set of wires induced a like

“‘current to flow through another set of wires between which:
no connection existed. As a result of this research, he
received patents in 1885 on the tranmission of signals, by
induction, between a moving train and a station and between
ship and shore.



Edison Aiak“Marconi-
Gungelmo Marconi had become a personal frlend of
Edison's and, because of this friendship, Edison made these
patents aVaiIable to him rather than to a competitor who
offered mo¥e money. Thus, these patents enabled Marconi o
to become” recognlzed as the 1nventor of the wireless. telegraph.

Edison was the flrst to give credit where credlt was

due, even though some of his earlier experiments . and discoveries
laid the groundwork for his successors.

It was at Newark, .too, that Edison invented the "electric
pen," forerunner of the m;meograph machine.

With the opening of hlS Menlo Park laboratories, Edison: .
devoted most of his the to invention rather than to the S
manufacture of thlngs.. The results were astoundlng. : S e

Orie of the greatest of the many "firsts" attributed’ to
Edison is the carrying out of research on an organized baSLS.
Before Edison did this, the process of invention was usually!-
a one-man ‘and one-brain undertaking. At Menlo Park, Edlson'un
surrounded 'himself with scientific apparatus and tralned
a531stants ‘Wwho handled the drudgery and time-consuming details
of resea¥ch, ‘making p0551b1e his most acclaimed invention, the
incandescent electric lamp. Menlo Park itself was an experi-- .
ment for Edison, and he did not really perfect his .invention
of organized research in industry until eleven yeqrs later,
when he transferred operations to llest Orange on a greatly
enlarged scale. |

Edzson s Favorlte - The Phonograph

The carbon telephone transmitter whlch made the tele—
phone commercially practical was invented by Edison in 1877,
the same year he gave the world the phonograph.

Until Edison produced the carbon transmitter, tele-
phone communication had been highly impractical. He sold
his rights in the invention to Western Union which, ‘in: turn,
reached an agreement with the company backed by Alexandeéer
Graham Bell, and for many years thereafter telephone'inétru-
ments bore the names of both Bell and Edison. To use Edison's
expression, it was £;fty—f;fty—~he invented the transmitter
and Bell the recelver. o . 'J"”ff). -

Edison's carbon transmltter later helped to make radlo
possible in that the same principle was adopted in developlng
a practical microphone.:
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The phonograph not only was Edison's favorite invention,
but it probably was one of the most original ever created.
In most instances, the inventor is the man who first perfects
a device or method for achieving a result which for a long
period of time had beén a goal of experlmentatlon and research
by others.as well as himself. :But in the case of the phono--
graph, the idea of recording sound for later reproduction had
not been conceived until Edison received his inspiration
while experimenting with the automatic telegraph. Just as
amazing, perhaps, is the fact that his first phonograph,
although ]ust a crude model ~was a complete success.

Laner Steals Edison Patents:

Edison worked at breakneck speed during'the decade -
following 1876. Not alone was his own tireless constitution
responsible for this pace; the period was one of unending
competition and no holds were barred by his competitors.
Degpite his almost inhuman capacity for work, others in some
instances gained recognition for creations that were right-
fully his. On one:occasion, a lawyer entrusted to file
applications for fifty-seven new patents stole the papers
instead and sold them to Edlson s tivals.

» The de51re for revenge formed no part of Edlson s
character, as revealed by his Teaction to the théft of these
patents. Even aftér long years: had gone by he steadfastly
refused to name the dishonest attorney. "His family might
suffer,"” ‘he told associates who suggested that he make pub- ;
lic the lawyer's name. B

Edison followed a policy which, absurd though it may *'°
sound today in contrast to .the secrecy now surrounding most
inventive endeavor;, permitted the press to know and report
even minute advances he made in:experiments leading to the - Rl
perfection of the first practical 1ncandescent lamp. e

The Edison Lamp
ot i , el

Others before and in the same perlod with Edrson toiled
long and hard to:produce a practical incandescent lamp. The
idea was not original with him, but it required the‘Bdlson
genius to solve the dlfflcult ‘problems involved. s

Many persons trled to ceprlve Edison of the honor of
having been the first to perfect a practical incandescent
electric lamp, but they all met with failure. Edison's
claim was too genuine ‘to be ‘'set aside, even by the courts
which, for one reason or another, might have been inclined
to bias.
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An English jurlst considering the claim of an English
inventor, for example, might well be inclined to rule
against Edison, if such a ruling were at all possible. But
Lord Justice Fry, sitting in one of Great Britain's Royal
Courts-of:Justice, made this commentary on the cialms of .
Joseph W. Swan, an English inventor: "Swan could Aot ‘do what
Edison did...the difference between a carbon rod (as employed
by Swan) and a carbon filament (Mr. Edison's method) was
the difference between success and failure.

-"Mr. Edison used the filament instead of 'the rod for
a definite purpose, and by diminution of the’ sectlonal area
made a physical law subserve the end he had in view. ' The
smallness of'size, then, was no casual matter, but was in-
tended to bring about, and did bring about, a result which

the rod could never produce, and so converted fallure 1nto”
success. " S ¥

Edison realized that the invention of a practlcal
lamp alone was not enough to replace gas as the most-used
means of lighting. '“Therefore, his work on the electrlc llght
is even more aston1sh1ng, because in addition to perfecting
a commercially practical lamp he also invented a complete
generation. and dist¥ibution system, including dynamoé con-
ductors, fuses, meters, sockets, and numerous other devices.
Of 1,097 United States patents granted to Edison during his
llfetlme~~by far the greatest number ever granted to one ' S
individual--356 dealt with electric lighting and the genera—"“’
tlon and dlstrlbutlon of electrlclty ot

The "Edl@dn effect” B3 RS R R

The year 1883 was significant for Edison in that, by
his discovery of what was to become known as the "Edison
effect," he pushed aside a veil of darkness behind which were
to be found: all' the wonders of electronics. Edison in this
achievement discovered the previously unknown phenomenon by
which an independent wire or plate, when placed between
the legs of the filament in an electric bulb, serves as a _
valve to control the flow of current. This discovery un- Rl
earthed the fundamental principle on which rests the: modern
science of electronlcs.

In that year, 1883, Edison filed a patent ‘on an
electrical indicator employing the "Edison effect," the flrst
appllcatlon in the field of electronlcs. BT + e
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The fa0111t1e5'of~Menlo Park were proving inadequate
to meet the requirements of Edison's amazing ability.' He
- began looking around for a place more suitable for his needs.
This he: found in a littlé Essex County community of' West
Orange in northern New Jersey.  He gave the orders that' set
workmen to the task of bulldlng a new and greater research‘l
laboratory. L SRR



The West Orange Laboratory

Thomas Alva Edison entered into a new and the fullest
phase of his career when, at the age of forty, he moved his
talents ‘and tools from iMenlo Park to his great new laboratory
at West Orange, New Jersey, on November 24, 1887.

One of his first undertakings was the development of
his favorite creation, the phonograph. The pressure of his
work in connection with the perfection and installation of
electric lighting systems throughout the country had made
it impossible for him to concentrate on the phonograph, but
now he went to work in earnest to gsee that the instrument
fulfilled the high destiny he had held out for it from its
beginning ten years earlier.

During the first four years of his occupancy of his
new laboratory at West Orange;, he took out more than elghty
patents on improvements on the cylinder phonograph and 1ts %
businessman's counterpart the dlctatlng machine. &

At the same time,’ Edlson interested himself in an
entirely different field, one that was as new to the world
as it was to him. That field was the motion picture.
Eadweard Muybridge and others had done some experimental
work, but had only hinted of motion pictures. Muybridge,
for example, by the employment of multiple cameras strung
along a racetrack, had taken successive shots of a trotting ..
horse, but he offered no method whereby the pictures could
be viewed in motion.

The Motidn Plcture Camera

Two things led Edlson to the invention of the’ motlon
picture camera: his idea that motion could be captured by
having one camera that would take repeated pictures at
high speed, and a new celluloid film developed by George
Eastman for use in still photography that proved adaptable
to Edison's proposed camera.

To Edison's mind, motion pictures would do for the
eye what the phonograph did for the ear. Thus, we find that
on October' 6, 1889, when''they first projected an exper1menta1
motion picture in his laboratory, he gave birth to sound "'‘''"U
pictures, as well. This first movie actually was a "talkie."
The picture was accompanled by synchronlzed sound from a
phonograph record. P e SR e
He applled for a patent on the motion picture camera '
on July 31, 1891. The first commercial show1ng of motion
pictures occurred three years later, April 14, 1894, with
the opening of a "peephold" Kinetoscope parlor at 1155
Broadway, New York City.
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Several men developed machines for prOJectlng motion
pictures. The best such projector, to Edison's mind, was
one built by Thomas Armat. Edison acquired the rlghts to
"Armat's crude machine and then perfected 1t at his West
Orange laboratory.

S G

Commer01al projection of motion plctures as we know
it today began on April 23, 1896, at Kister and Bial's
Music Hall, New York City, where the Edison Vitascope, --
embodying the basic principles of Armat's 1nvent10n with Lm—
provements added by Edison, was used

The Vitascope was Edison's name for the motion picture
projector. When he added sound, hé called it the Kinetophone,
which he introduced commerciallyin' 1913, or thirteen years
before Hollywood adopted that means of improving motion-
picture entertainment. -

With Wilhelm Kinrad Roentgen's discovery of the X-ray .
in 1895, Edison turned his attention’ to the mysteries of
these 1nv151ble rays. Within a few months he developed the
fluoroscope, which invention he did not patent, ch0051ng to
leave it in the public domain because of its universal need
in medicine and surgery. On May 16, 1896, he applied for
a patent,.on the first fluorescent eleetrlc light, an inven-

tion which stemmed directly from hlS experimentation with
the X-ray.

F B

At.the turn of the century, Edison propelled himself
into one. of. the great sagas of science--his search for an
acidless battery. Others scoffed at his theory that some-
where: in nature there existed the elements for a battery
which would not destroy itself by corrosive actlon, but -
Edison was not to bérdenied. After: t&n years of exhaustlve
experlmentatlon hevProduced the alkallne storage battery,
which today is employed in hundreds’ of industrial applica-
tions, such as providing power for mine haulage and inter-
and intra-plant:txransportation, and in railway traln,A
11ght1ng‘;\ TN : :

o i

No fleld of scientific endeavor seemed foreign to
his talents. . When, in 1914, a shortage of carbolic acid
developed because World War I had cut 'off European supplies,
Edison quickly devised a method of making domestlcrcarbollc
acid and was producing a ton a day within a month ‘

Edison and the War

New: problems were heared on Edlson by the approach~ ,
ing entry of the United States into the war and the. destruc—
tion by fire of his giant Vlest Orange manufacturing plant.
His laboratory, fortunately, was spared ,from the flames..:
Almost before the embers died, newb-ui.]_'di'ngs began to rise
from the ruins.
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America at that time was almost entirely dependent
upon foreign sources for fundamental coal-tar derivatives
vital to many manufacturing processes. These derivatives
vere to! becone'increasingly essential for the production
of explosmves; so:Edison established plants for their man-

ufacture:. ‘His worliiis recognized as having laid the ground-
work for the important development of the coal-tar chemlcal. e

industry in the nation today.

Josephus Daniels, then Secretary of the ilavy, fore-
saw the country’'s need for technological advances in its
preparedness prograil. His mind turned to one man, Thonas
Edison, to undertake such a program, and in 1915, Edison
becane president of the newly .created ilaval Consulting =~
Board, forerunner of the ilavy Department's great research
division of today. 2 colossal bronze head of the inventor,

honoring him as:the founder of the.llaval Research Laboratorles,

was unveiled December 3, 1952, on the, mall at the Anacostla,.‘

ilaryland, Laboratories.

bidson arranged for leading scientists to serve

with him on the Consulting Board and also made available

to the government the facilities of his laboratory. Iiuch
of the’ Consultlng Board's effort was directed against the
German submarine menace. Among the nany 1nvent10ns and
ideas turned over to the Javy were devices and methoas for
dgetecting submnarines by sound from moving vessels and for
uetectlngfenemy prlanes; for locating gunm positions by range

- sounding, inproved torpedoes, a high-speed signalling shut- '

ter for searchlights, and undervater searchlights. These'
and many other devices and formulas of prime inportance
came out of the Edison laboratory.

'”lth the end of the war, Edison, although he had

passecd the seventy mark, thought only in terns of scientific

and industrial progress.; There would be tlme -enough to
think of taklng it easy when he reached one hundrea, he
said. . iy desire, he onge renarked at this perlod of his
life,"is ko do everything within my power to further free
the people from drudgery; and create the 1argest possible
measure of happiness 'and prosperity.

Honors Come to Edison

'Agreat nany nonors and awards had. been bestowed
upon ‘Edigon by persons,usoc1et1es, and countrles through-
out the world. ' To him,:such things were nice to have but*

were not to be sought aftexr. He could never get oVer being"

erbarrassed when some new necdal came his way. But one of
his greatest honors was yet to come. On October 20, 1928,

he was awarced the Congesssional iledal of iionor~-the nation's

highest award in recognition of services rendered.

T ;
S
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A year later on October 21, 1929, the fiftieth
anniversary of his invention of the incandescent light, the |
world again paid honage to him. In cercmonies participated in
by Herbert lioover, then president of the United States, Henry
Ford, Albert Linstein, and other world figures, Edison re-
enactea the making of the first practical incandescent lamp.

Time was running out for Edison, even though his
keen mind and energies refused to admit it. Creative thought
and hard work still constituted his creed, and at the age of
eighty he was launched on another great experiment. Remen-
bering his nation's lack of preparedness for 'lorld Uar I, he
attacked the problem of devising a method for domestic produc-
- tion of rubber so that, in event of another war, the United
States would not be dependent upon foreign sources for this
vital material. From goldenrod grown in his exverimental
gardens at Fort !iyers, Florida, LCdison was to produce
rubber before his death.

A S 0

A peaceful death enveloped him at his home, "Glenmont,"
in Llewellyn Park, 'lest Orange, ilew Jersey, on October 18,
1931. 1ile was eighty-four. Iliis lifetime had embraced four
wvars and as many depressions. His achievements, more so

than those of any one man, had helped to lift America to

the pinnacle of greatpess. The world was his beneficiary.
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printed on a rmoving train.'

~ CHROWOLOGY

February 1l---born at iiilan, Ohid, son of Samuel
and iapcy . Elllott Edisoh. 5

HEdisonwfamll"moved to' Port Iiuron, Ilichigan.
: v, eda t g

. ’),.._-’

o I newsboy and eandy butcher on the. traln of the e
‘Grand Trunk Railway, running between Port Huron and .

Detroit.

.Prinfed and published a newspaper, 'The lleekly

lierald,® on the train--the flrst newspaper ever

.",

;Augus£#~saved from cdeath the young son of J 10,
..liacKenzie, Station Agent at I!'t. Clemens, Michigan.
. In gratitude, the father taught Edison telegraphy.

Began a five-year period during which he served as

a telepraph operator in various cities of the Central
lestern States, always studying and experimenting

to improve apparatus, G e |

ilade his flrst patcnted 1nvent10n -~ the Electrlcal _
Vote Recorder. Appllcatlon for patent 51gned October

AL Lgees : o

; ST B .
Landed in itew York City, noor and in debt. Shortly
afterwarcs, looking for work, was in operating roomn
of the Gold Indicator Company when its apparatus
broke down. MNo one but Edison could fix it and he
wvas given a job as superintendent. -

October-—-established a partnership with Franklin L.
Pope as electrical engineers.

. Peceived his first money for an invention--$40,000

paid him by the Gold and Stock Telégramh Company
for his stock ticker. Opened a manufacturing shop
in ilewark where he made stock tickers and tele-
graph instruments.

Assisted Christopher L. Sholes, the inventor of the
typewriter, in making first successful working model.

Began a four-year period during which he conducted
manufacturing of telegraph instruments for Western
Union Telepraph Company and Automatic Tele-

graph Company. Ilie had several shops during this
time in Wewark, Hew Jersey. Ile worked on and com-
pleted nany inventions, including the motograph,
automatic telegraph system, duplex, quadruplex, sex-
tunlex and nultiplex telegraph systems; also par-
affin paper and the carbon rheostat.
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tovember 22---discovered a previously unknown and
unique electrlcal phenomenon which he called

‘etheric force Twelve years later. this phenomenon
was recognlveu as belng due to electric waves'in free

. space. ' Tnis elscove ry 1is the foundation of wireless

telegraphy.

i‘arch 7~-apollee for oatent on nis 1nvcnt10n or the
"electric pen.® Patent was ‘granted August''8; samne

year. Licenses covering the pen were later obtalnee

by the A. B. Dick Company of Chicago, for the
manufacture of the mimeograph.

April--rnoved from lewark to his'newiy constructed
laboratory at ilenlo Park, llew Jersey. This was the
first laboratory for organized industrial research.

April 27—~applie€ for patent on' the carbon tele-

phone transimitter which made tclennony commexr-—

cially practicable. This invention included the nicro-
phone which is used in radio broadcasting.

Dec. 6 -invented the phonograph. Patent was is-
suec by the United States Patent' Cffice within two
months after application without a single reference.

Seotenger S~ acconnenlee by Professor George F. -=:
arke? anc Prof Charles F. Chandlcr, he visited
’1lllav wallace in Ansonia, Connecticut, where he

becane actlvelv 1nterestec 1n the problen of electrlc

lighting.

" 'October 24- 1ncorporatlon ‘of ‘the Ldison Electric

Light Conﬁany S

Invented the first practieal incandescent electric
lamp. The invention was perfected October 21, 1879
when the first lamp ‘embodying the ‘principles of the

‘modern incandescent lamp had maintdined its in-

candescence for nere than forty nourse
TR

Inventee racical 14provenents in construction of

dynanos, making them suitable for génerators- for his

,.System of distribution of current for light, heat and
'powerv' Invente@ systems of cdistribution; regulation

and measurenent of clectric current, includihg sock-
ets, switches, fuses, etc.

i s

‘December 31—-0ave a publlc uenonstratlon of his

electrlc llgntlng system in streets and buildings at
enlo Park dew Jersey.
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1880

1550

1380

1652

1382

s between joving tralxs and rallvay statlons.»: i

Discovered a previously unknown phenomenon. lLe

found that an independent wire or plate, placed be-
tween tne legs of the filament of an incandescent
lamp, acted as a valve to control the flow of current.
This becamne known as the "Idison Effect.® This dis-

covery covers the fundamental principle on which

rests the modern science of electronics.

"April 3-- invented the magnetic ore separator.

viay 13--startec operation of the first passenger elec-
tric railvays in this country at "‘enlo Park, dew
Jersey. i o

Ushered in seven strenuous years of invention and

‘enueavor in extending and imoroving the electric

11gnt, heat and pover systems. During these years . ;|
he took out upwards of 300 patents. Of 1,093 patents
issued to Thomas A. Ldison, 356 deal w1th~electr1c
llqntlng and power distribution.

darch 2--.Gison arranged to onen the iLdison Ma-
chine lVorks at 104 Coerck Street, llew York City.

January 12--opened tie first cormercial incandescent
11gnt1ng an« powver station at loloorn Viaduct,
Loncon, Lngland

IMay l---roved the first commercial incandescent

lamp factory from Menlo Park to iiarrison, llew
Jersey. Organized anc established shons for the
rranufacture of dynaros. underground conductors, -
sockets, swvitcihes, fix tures, metexrs, etc.

ocntenber 4. -cormenced the oneration of the flrst :
cormmercial central station for incandescent llnhtlng
in. this country at LSZ Pearl Street, ilew York City.

' S
Jlarci 27~~0atent executed on a systen for comnu-
nicating by neans of wireless induction telegraphy

Hay l4~-natent executed on a ship- to«shore vire-
less telegraphy systen, by 1nduct10n. i

vecember--riovec ﬁlant of Edison Machine !orks
frorm 104 Goerck Street, ilew York City, to Schenec-
tady, Jew York. St R i

iloverrher 24---moved his laboratory to llest Orange.
puring tihe first four years of his occunancy of

his :./est Orange laboratory, he took out over eighty
natents on inprovements on the cylinder phonograph.



1889 October 6---first projection of an experimental mo-
tion picture.

1894 April 14 -first comnercial showing of motion pic-
tures took place with the opening of a "peenholé”
Kinetoscope parlor at 1155 Broadway, llew York

1396 Experinented with the pray discoverec by Roent-
- gen in 1895, Developeo ne fluoroscope which in-
- vention ilr. Edison did not patent, choosing to leave
it to public domain because of its universal need in
redicine and surgery.

1896 May 16--applied for a patent on the first fluorescent

electric lamp. This invention sprang cdirectly from
his work on the fluoroscope.

1900 This year marked the beginning of a ten-year period
of work wnich resulted in tne invention of the Edison
nickel-iron-alkaline storage battery and its cormer-
cial introduction.

1901 Commenced construction on the Idison cenent

plant at Uew Village, ilew Jersey, ana started quar-
rying operations at nearby Oxford.

1902 vorked on 1nprov1ng the Zdison corper oxide pri-
mary battery.

1907 Developed the universal electric motor for operating
dictating machines on either alternating or cirect
current.

1910 This year initiated a four-~year period of Qork on
improving the disc phonograph.

1913 Introduced the Kinetophone for talking motion pic-
tures, after spending much time on its development.

1914 ° October 13--patent executed on electric safety lan-
terns wvhich are used by miners for working lights.
These miners' lamps have contributed in an impor-
tant degree to the reduction of mine fatalities.

1914 Developed a process for the manufacture of syn- ~
thetic carbolic acid. Designed a plant, and within
a month was producing a ton a day to help overcome
the acute shortage due to the ilorld ‘lar.

1914 Decenber 9--Edison’s great plant at "lest Orange,
lew Jersey, was destroyed by fire, Immediate plans
for rebuilding were laid and new buildings began

to arise almost before the ruins of the old were
cola.



1914 Inventea ‘the Telescribe,” combining the: telephoneux A

. and the dictating phonograph Sy ]

1915 Lstabllshed plants for the manufacture of . funda- - i

g

%

mental coal-tar derivatives vital to many:industries
previously depéndent on foreign sdurces. . These .coal-
tar products were needed later for the productlon of
wartlme e: 91051Ves.g Mr. Edison's work in-this field .. ,
o, 4.8 recognlzed ‘as ‘having- paved the way for .the impor- :
;; tant ueve10pment 'of the ‘coal-“tar chemical 1ndustry

in the United States today.~

1915; ,Became President of the Naval Consultlng Joard at

he ;equest of JOseonus Daniels; then Secretary of

the ilavy.’ During the' war- years, he did a. large”)
amount of work connected with national defense, :
pa:tlcularly with reference to special experiments on
,;over forty ma]or war problems for the United States ..,
; vaernment At that 'tine the late President, Frank-
lin D. RooseVelt, was Assistant ! ecretary of the.

Havy.

1923 . . llade % stumy of economic conditions;: the result of (; -
‘which was Dubllsned‘ln a pamphlet ‘in 1924, when,
Mr. bLdison presented'to the Secretary of the. Treas-

'ury a proposed amendment to the Federal Reserve

 banking’ System. '

192& : Octpoer 20-- commemorating the Fiftieth Annlversary
' of the'incandescent lamp and: inithe presence. of, Co
Pre51éent néover,’aenry Forti and other world, lead- 2%

ers, ilr. &dison re-enacted the making of the. first

practlcal 1ncanuescent lamp.

] P I

1931 October 18--daied at Llewellyn ParP,'Uest.Orangeu

ﬂew Jersey at the age of e1ghty~four.
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TO Acco MPANY FIL MSTRIP

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF EDISON TOWNSHIP
OFFICE OF THE SUPEREINTENDENT
DIVISION QF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

FRAME 1

Edison - Our Community

FRAME 2 - Outline Map of New Jersey shohing Edison
This is a map. It shows our state, New Jersey. New Jersey
is one of the 50 states in the United States. 1In New Jersey
there are many communities. One of the communities in.New Jersey
is called Edison. The name Edison was chosen for our community
TR because it was here that Thomas A. Edison located a laboratory

specifically for invention. All of us live in Edison. We are now

going to study about our community - Edison.



FRAME 3 - One Family House

The people with whom we live we call our family. Each
family has some kind of shelter. There are 3 different kinds

of shelter.

Some families in Edison live in their own house.

FRAME 4 - Apartment Building

Many families live in this building. They each have their
own set of rooms. This is called an apartment building or a

multiple family dwelling.



FRAME 5 - Mobile Home

Some families live in a very different kind of shelter. It
is a house on wheels. This is called a trailer or a mobile home.
When trailers are parked together we call this a trailer park.

There are several trailer parks in Edison.

FRAME 6 - Industry

People need money to pay for shelter and food for their
families.

This is why people wbrk. In Edison there are many different

kinds of jobs. Some people work in factories. There are many

factories in Edison. Can you name some factories in our

community?

Slide - 461% Yot
Side- Povtar ntr in Qordan Cocta
Slide~ Raridan (oider (haidrsaa)



FRAME 7 - Menlo Park Mall Shopping Center

Not all people work in factories. Some people work in
stores. In Edison the;e is a very large shopping center called
Menlo Park Mall. Probably all of you have been there. A
shopping center is a busy place. Besides being a place where
people work, it is a place where people go to buy the things
they need. This is not the only place to shop in Edison. There
may be a smaller shopping center near your home. Sometimes we go

shopping outside of Edison - to places like Woodbridge, Plainfield

or Piscataway.

FRAME 8 - Municipal Building

This is called the Municipal Building. This is where our
Mayor and the Council have their office. They are the leaders
in our community. The people of Edison vote for and elect these
leaders.

They make the laws for our community. Laws are like the
rules that we have in our own classrooms and in our schools.

Here in this building yoﬁ will also find the police

department.



FRAME 9 - Police Department
The police play a very important part in our community.
They enforce the laws which the mayor and council make.
Police officers are our friends. They help to protect

us and keep our community safe.

It is our responsibility to obey these rules and to be

good citizens in our community.

FRAME 10 - Rescue Squad

There are three rescue squads in Edison. They are there to
help you in an emergency. If you have a serious accident the
rescue squad will come to help you. They will bring the ambulance
that will take you to the hospital, if it is necessary.

Members of the squad are volunteers. Volunteers are people
who do not get paid for doing this work, but they give their time

because they are interested in serving the people of their community.



FRAME 11 - Fire Department

Firefighters are always ready. They protect our community
from all kinds of fires. Some of our firefighters are paid while
others are volunteers. There are five fire stations in Edison.
Every neighborhood is protected by one of these fire stations.
If there is a very serious fire, Edison's fire department will
call for help from neighboring fire stations. The fire

department. is a very important part of our community.

FPRAME 12 = Post Office

This is the Edison Central Post Office. There are also two
other branches in different sections of Edison. The Post Master is
in charge of all the post offices in Edison. All mail picked up
at the branch offices and street mail boxes goes to the Central
Post Office to be sorted and sent on its way.

Any mail that you receive comes into the Central Post Office
first. Here it is sorted and given to your mail carrier to be

brought to your home. Large packages are delivered by the mail truck.



FRAME 13 - Sanitation

These workers and their truck are very important to our
community. They work for the sanitation department. It is their

responsibility to pick up our garbage regularly. They help to

keep Edison clean.

FRAME 14 - Health Center

This is Edison's Health Center; The Health Officer has an
office in this building. Many health services are available. Boys
and girls can be innoculated and examined here. An innoculation is
a way of getting medicine through a needle. You can be innoculated
for small pox, measles, and other diseases.

Edison also has a mobile health unit. If you cannot get to

the Edison Health Center, you will find this trailer parked somewhere

in your community.



FRAME 15 - John F. Kennedy Medical Center
This is John F. Kennedy Medical Center. If you need hospital
care you will probably come to this hospital. If you have an

accident or become ill you will be taken to the emergency room.

FRAME 16 - Worship
There are many different places of worship in our community.
This is an example of one house of worship. It is called St. James

Episcopal Church. It is one of the oldest churches in Edison.



FRAME 17 - Worship
This is another house of worship. It is called Temple

Emanu-El.

FRAME 18 - Worship

This house of worship is called St. Helena Roman Catholic

Church. It 1is located in North Edison.



FRAME 19 - Library

This is the main public library in Edison. There are also

A T :

two branches in our community. One is located in the Clara
Barton section, the other is in the North Edison area.

We can learn about many interesting people, places and
things through books. Books are our friends.

People go to the library to read and study. Boys and girls
go to the library to look up information. We call this research.

Boys and girls would enjoy visiting the library and taking
part in the many activities offered here. These activities
include arts and crafts, story-hour, films and reading contests.

Slide - clara Barton
 Slide - North Edison

FRAME 20 - Education

Edison has many elementary schools. Here is one of them.
Is it yours?

Some children go to a parochial or private school, while we
go to a public school.

Education is a very important part of community life. People
of all ages go to school. Some people go to school during the day,
while others go to school at night.

After elementary school you will go to junior high school and
then senior high school. When you graduate from high school you

might want to go on to further study.



FRAME 21 - Middlesex County College
In Edison we have Middlesex County College. Although there
are a number of other schools in our area, many people in Edison

go to this college because it is so near to their homes. You might

consider going here some day.

FRAME 22 - Highways

Some of the most important highways in out state pass through
Edison. You probably have traveled on the New Jersey Turnpike,
Route 1, Route 27 or Interstate 287. The Garden State Parkway
is nearby but does not go through Edison. Trucks and buses make
good use of the highways. These roads link our community with

other places in New Jersey as well as connecting us with

New York and Pennsylvania.



FRAME 23 - Railroads

Because Edison is centrally located, there are many railroad
lines running through our community. Some of these are used
for passenger service. Others are used by industry.

Our only railroad station is located in Stelton. Although
there is no ticke£ office, the train will stop to pick up
passengers.

You can also see the Metroliner speeding over the rails,

whizzing through our community.

FRAME 24 - Roosevelt Park

One of your favorite places might be Roosevelt Park. All
kinds of activities are here. You can picnic, fish, ice skate,
sleigh ride, play tennis or softball, use playground equipment
and see plays. In this park there is a beautiful lake where you
might come with your family to feed the ducks. You will also find
here a natural spring where many people come to fill their
containers with fresh spring water. This water is good for
drinking.

We are fortunate to have this county park in Edison.



FRAME 25 - Edison Boat Dock

Some people in Edison like to go boating. This is one
type of recreation. This picture shows you the Edison Boat
Dock. Although the dock is small, you can bring your boat and
put it into the water from this dock. From here you can go into

the Raritan Bay and further on into the Atlantic Ocean.

FRAME 26 - Playground

In Edison there are many playgrounds. There must be one
in your neighborhood.

During the summer the playgrounds are supervised by counselors.
The Edison Recreation Department plans many activities for boys and
girls. You can participate in bowling, roller skating, tennis,
arts and crafts, and contests of many kinds.

This is a place to have fun!



FRAME 27 - Summary

We can be proud to live in Edison. We hope you have learned
a lot about our town. Our community provides many things for its
citizens. You have a responsibility, as a member of this
community, to help Edison to grow and develop into an even

better place to live.






EDISON TOWER
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l{ One ‘'0of Thomas Edison's laboratories was in the Menlo Paxk sectlon
“ ' 0
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of‘Ed&geh. In this laboratory Thomas Edison 1nvented sw1tches,'sockets_
and fuses. Here, he also invented the electric light. While fhomas
Edisgn worked in this laboratory he invented electric street lights
that could be used to light the many roads of Edison.‘

Later the laboratory was closed and a tower was built in its
place. We call this Edison State Park. Have you ever visited here?
Why is there a light on top of the tower? What makes this light shine?
Does it shine all night? What shape is the tower? Can you name some
of the inventions that Thomas Edison invented here? |

Next to the tower is a museum showing the different inventions

of Thomas Edison.

Suggested Activities: »Zlikﬁqu .7;im45/
'l. Visit the tower and draw a picture of it.
2. Read about Thomas Edison.
3. Write a story about one of Edison's inventions.
Whﬁghgoffhis inventions would you like to make?
4. Write about Thomas Edison when he was a boy. Put-an

the exciting things that happened to him. i

5. Visit the Edison National Historic Site in West brahg N
6 What picture do you see on all municpal trucks and cars?

Why is it there? What does it mean?






MENLO PARK MALL SHOPPING CENTER

There were many people moving to Edison and the towns surrounding
us, so it was decided that we needed our oWn shopping center. This
is how Menlo Park Shopping Center came about.

When the shopping center was first built it was not enclosed.
Later on thé builders decided that the shoppers should be able to
éhop no matter what the weather.

Not only is Menlo Park Mall Shopping Center good for shopping, but
it also offers things that are of educational value. The center
stage has at least one or two main attractions a week. At the

Mall they also have fashion shows, art exhibits, antique shows and

many. other activities of interest and enjoyment.

\ o

7))
s T s ; . . . . < - g 7 / / | ’ P’ y
Suggested Activities: 2)Lbabté %Y%Lﬁ N%Ag/vw}, > /}7(//A
/ \ ) s A 7,_// (- /.‘,t_e 2 P A1

1. How many different jobs can you list in Méﬂlo Park Shopping
Center?

2. How many different stéres can you list?

3. Draw a-picture of your favorite store. Tell why it is your
favorite and why you like to go into it.

4. Make a mural of the shopping center.

5.  Write a story about an experience that happened to you
while you were shopping there. Draw a piéture'about your

story.
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF EDISOIl TOWNSHIP
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEWDEHNT

DIVISION OF CURRICULUM AND IWSTRUCTION

Second Grade Social Studies =~ Edison - Our Community

The pictures in this packef include:

sjl
3/22/76

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7).

Aerial view of Roosevelt Lake and
Roosevelt Hospital

Bicycle Safety

Municipal Animal Shelter
Shelter for Dogsl

Fire Trucg

City Dufp

Beginning of new bridge over the Raritan
River - Route 1
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THE NEWS TRIBUNE

I recently
saw the movie
“Guilty by
Suspicion”
with Robert
: DeNiro. Set in
STEVE 1951, the
ADUBATO JR. movie was
: based on the

life of David Merrill, a Hollywood
director who was intimidated —
. blacklisted — and ultimately de-
 nied work because he refused to
cooperate with the House Un-
american Activities Committee
‘“that was in search of communists
and communist sympathizers.

Merrill was accused by the com-
mittee of having attended certain
leftist meetings and having sub-
versive friends. The committee
was calling people in one by one to
testify about their alleged “un-
American activities” and those of
friends and associates. Ironically,
-Merrill was not very political, but
“he refused to be intimidateed and
to have his constitutional right of
‘free speech infringed upon.

The committee discouraged em-
_ployers from giving Merrill work,
and fearful that they might be
next, they went along. Merrill
found himself out of a job, shunned
by friends, and increasingly des-
- perate. But he still refused to
cooperate. Like countless' others,

‘especially progressive thinking lib- -

“erals during this Cold War period,
“Merrill paid the price, both pro-
“fessionally and personally. The
“=iittee’s objective was to cen-
s -'L yﬁ:gxg 2 gf)eaklgg their

minds. In many cases, they suc-
ceeded.

This misguided right-wing com-
mittee used intimidation, econ-
omic blackmail, innuendo, and
threats all in the name of fighting
communism and protecting our
country.

Like millions of others who saw
this movie, I was deeply moved by
its message, especially as an edu-
cator and journalist who clings to

‘the constitutional right of free

speech. The idea that people, es-
pecially government officials,
would use such despicable tactics
to pursue a seemingly laudable
patriotic goal was sobering. It was
a time in American history that
many would rather forget.

Forty years later, it appears this

_lesson has been lost on some,

ironically those who should know
best.

There is a movement afoot
today in which we see an increas-
ing number of progressive liberals,
minorities, and others engaging in
some of the same intimidation and
censoring tactics made so infa-
mous during the McCarthy era. It
is an effort to stifle and even
intimidate others who express dif-
ferent political viewpoints or even
raise questions or doubts about
traditional liberal programs. It is
what the New York Times, in an
article entitled ‘‘Political
Correctness: New Bias Test?”
called “a new kind of intolerance: a
McCarthyism of the left.”

Ironically, many of these efforts
have taken place on college
campuses across the country.

arthyism making a comebac

Robert DeNiro and Annette Bening in a scene from the film “Guilty By
Suspicion.” Is political correctness a descendant of blacklisting?

Places that are supposed to be
bastions for free and open ex-
pression of ideas.

In a surprisingly candid speech
at the University of Michigan,
President Bush addressed this
increasingly dangerous phenome-
non. “. .. Although this movement
arises from the laudable desire to
sweep away the debris of racism
and sexism and hatred, it replaces
old prejudices with new ones.” The
president added that we should be
“alarmed at the rise of intoler-
ance” and by “the growing tend-
ency to use intimidation rather
than reason in settling disputes.
We must conquer the temptation
to assign bad motives to people

who disagree with us.”

The New York Times article
cited incidents at Harvard, the
University of Connecticut, and
Stanford in which faculty and
students who expressed views that
were considered politically incor-
rect paid a hefty price, by either
being ordered by university offi-
cials to desist or encouraged to
leave. At San Francisco State Uni-
versity, the Times reported, “a
black professor was reviled by
students for teaching in the politi-
cal science department rather than
in black studies.”

Apparently, some black student
leaders on campus believed they
knew best where this professor’s

LETTERS



Construction work continuing last week on the North Edison Branch of the Edison Public Library.

Library project nears finish

By DAVID M. LEVITT
News Tribune Staff Writer

EDISON The expansion of the
North Edison Branch of the Edi-
son Public Library may be long-
awaited, but it won’t be overdue.

That’s the word from Susan M.
Krieger, library director, who said
last week that the $1.1 million
project could be finished sooner
than its targeted completion date
of late fall. ;

“It’s going very well,” she said.
“They’re progressing faster than
‘we originally thought they would.”

The 8,000-square-foot new wing
will nearly double the floor space of
the library, now 9,986 square feet.
Its current 60,000-book capacity is
expected to double although
Krieger said it may take a few
years for the collection to use up
the new capacity.

“It’s been extremely cramped ®
she said. “It’s a very popular
library with a great deal of usage. I
couldn’t see how we could go on
with such cramped quarters.”

The new library will have a
separate story room in its chil-

dren’s section, as well as separate

bathrooms for the children and
adult areas. It will also have a
computer corner, where students

~will be able to check out edu-

cational software and run them on
a MacIntosh LC computer.

The adult section will be getting
a new periodical area, plus more
tables, chairs, and stacks. In ad-
dition, a reading area with a sky-
light and floor-to-ceiling windows
that look out onto a wooded area is
also under construction, Krieger
said.

The township is contnbutmg
$800,000 toward the cost of the

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 1991

MIKE SYPNIEWSKI/The News Tribunet 1

project, with the library board}‘.
contributing $300,000, Knegex‘
said. ;

The library will have to shut
down for a week so that workers -
can install carpeting and move -
furniture, Krieger said. Other tham
that disruption — for which a date
has not yet been determined —°
library operations are not expected
to be affected, she said.

The project architect is H
land/Fitch Associates of
ham in Morris County.




Thomas Edison’s

prilliance,

By LINDY WASHBURN

Special to The News Tribune

Late in October 1870, a 23-year-
old man who would reshape daily
life in America through inventions
that included the electric lightbulb,
phonograph, and motion picture
jotted a line inside the back cover
of his notebook: “All new inven-
tions I will hereafter keep a full

record.”

Those written records of

Thomas Alva Edison — 3.5 million
pages in lab notebooks, ledgers,
patent applications, and corre-
spondence — occupy 1,700 linear
feet of shelving beneath Edison’s
West Orange laboratories. For the
first time, a portion now can be
read by the general public.

“The Making of An Inventor,”
the first of a planned 15- to
20-volume compilation of Edison’s
papers to be published by Johns
Hopkins University Press,
portrays America’s most prolific
inventor from his boyhood to the
early years of his 60-year career,

which would later include his
famous work in the Menlo Park
_section of the N

volume contams 340 documents
from 1858 to 1873, accompanied
by extensive footnotes and in-
terpretation.

“The reader can see what Edi-

son was doing, essentially on a
day-to-day basis,” said Reese V.
Jenkins, director and editor of the
Thomas A. Edison Papers project,

at a ceremony yesterday marking
the volume’s publication. Among

the guests at the Edison National
Historic Site was Edison’s great-
granddaughter, Lizabeth Sloane
Taraskewicz, a dentist living in
Whitehouse Station.

Edison became a wealthy man
through the skilled marketing of
earned his first income peddling
candy and newspapers on the train
between Detroit and his hometown
of Port Huron, Mich. Fascinated
by the then-new technology of the
telegraph, he hung around the
railroad stations to watch telegra-
phers at work. =

When he rescued the young son
of a stationmaster from a rolling
freight train in 1862, Edison found
his opportunity: the stationmaster
repaid him by teaching him how to
use the telegraph. The papers pub-
- lished this year reveal for the first

1257
In print

time how much Edison’s later
inventions owe to his early work.

Among his earliest inventions
were telegraphs that converted the
actual electromagnetic symbols
into printed letters, automated
telegraphs that transmit messages
at high speeds, and telegraphs that
could transmit multiple messages
on a single wire. In the years
covered by the volume, Edison

““earned 72 of lifetime total of 1,093

patents — far more than ever
awarded any other person.

“There is clearly genius there,”
said Keith A. Nier, an associate
editor on the project, “but the
unique thing is, it’s not unap-
proachable. You can follow the
steps he used.” In some ways,
working with papers is actually
“too easy,” Nier said, because the
next step is on the next page.

The papers demonstrate how
Edison’s breakthroughs didn’t re-
sult from “a streak of luck” or a
flash of incomprehensible genius,
but were reached through a
“theme-and-variations” approach
to technological innovation. They
also demonstrate how- urportant =
drawings were to this hearing-
impaired scientist.

Perhaps more important than
any single invention, however, was
the process of collaboration with a
small team of instrument manu-
facturers and designers that Edi-
son evolved at his laboratories.
That process forms the basis of
today’s research-and-development
centers, said Morris Tanenbaum,
who began his career at Bell Labs

and now is vice-chairman of
AT&T.

“Like many Americans of my
generation, my early images of
Edison were very much affected by
Mickey Rooney,’’ said
Tanenbaum, a leader of the cor-
"\‘n" Favt vthef m il
underwrote the pubhcatlon
1940 movie starring Rooney, en-
titled “Young T'om Edison” was so
popular, it was followed by the
sequel — “Edison, the Man” —
starring Spencer Tracy.

The two contributed to the
myth of Edison as a bumpkin
genius, gifted misfit, or solitary
iconoclast. But the reality, as the
notes made in his fine handwriting
attest, was entirely different.

Lindy Washburn is a reporter for The Record of
Hackensack.
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protect American nves and property and

to protect the canal.”

But Bush faces a thorny — and perhaps
dangerous — problem, in that he could
incite resentment among the local popu-
lation and even other Latin American
nations by seeming to interfere in another
country’s interests.

He and his advisers have been con-
cerned that, with about 51,000 Americans
living in Panama, including as many as
20,000 unrelated to the U.S. military
there, he could be setting the stage for
kidnappings or hostage takings, along the
lines of what has happened in Iran, or
even assassinations.

In apparent recognition of the dangers,
and in an attempt to encourage support
and initiatives from other Latin American
nations, Bush made a point of saying he

—euuedon-wmnt.ws,mimsbemmpher.e to _ apalysts noted,

either Jomtly or personally make strong
statements” against Noriega.

Of the 14,000 civilian dependents of
U.S. military personnel in Panama, 3,081
live outside American installations, and
they have now been told to move onto any
of the 10 American bases in Panama.

But as many as 20,000 Americans,
many in private business or retired em-
ployees of the Panama Canal operating
company, also live in Panama, and con-
cern remains that they could be taken as
hostages should tensions escalate.

“I am worried about the lives of Amer-
ican citizens,” Bush said in announcing
the military movements, now code-named
Nimrod Dancer. “I will do what is neces-
sary to protect the lives of Amerlcan
citizens.”

-~ Brent %ewe&-&fﬁﬁﬁ%e’wpgef
national security adviser, said one new
mission for U.S. forces was to guarantee

the right of unimpeded travel for convoys

and troops throughout the country. In
addition, American forces will protect the
canal, which remains under U.S. control
until Dee. 31, 1999.

The first contingent of additional U.S.
Army troops left for Panama last night,
Pentagon officials said. It is expected to
take up to a week for the transfers to be
completed.
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Municipal Meetings

Meeting and Day Time Place
BoOARD OF EDUCATION 8 p.m. Edison High School
(2nd Monday) (even months)
J. P. Stevens High School
(odd months)
BoOARD OF HEALTH immediately Municipal Building
(4th Wednesday) after Municipal
Council
HOUSING AUTHORITY 8 p.m. Community Room
(2nd Tuesday) Julius Engel Apartments
Willard Dunham Drive
LIBRARY BOARD 8 p.m. Main Library
(1st Tuesday)
MunicipAL COUNCIL 8 p.m. Municipal Building
(2nd & 4th Wednesday)
MuNICIPAL COURT 9 a.m. Monday = Municipal Building
7 p.m. Thursday
PLANNING BOARD & p.m. Municipal Building
(3rd Wednesday)
ZONING BOARD OF 8 p.m. Municipal Building
ADJUSTMENT

(3rd Tuesday)
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Foreword

Know Your Township, Edison, New Jersey is presented to the public by
the League of Women Voters of Edison. Know Your Township is a
source of factual information about Edison’s government, public services,
and community life. The material was collected by League members
through research, attendance at public meetings, and during conferences
with township officials.

The League hopes readers will find the book interesting and informative,
and that they will be stimulated to take a more active part in local
government.

The League of Women Voters of Edison thanks the many township officials
who have contributed generously of their time, advice, and knowledge of
township government, in the preparation of this book. The League also
wishes to acknowledge the many hours of work contributed by its members.

This edition is a revision of the League’s 1954 and 1963 Know Your
Township publications. Additional copies may be ordered by calling the
League of Women Voters of Edison, 548-1544.
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QUICK FACTS ABOUT EDISON

Incorporated: March 17, 1870

County: Middlesex

Area: 32 Square miles

Population (1970): 67,120

Distance to New York City: approximately 35 miles

Form of Government: Mayor-Council

Location of Municipal Building: Woodbridge and Plainfield Avenues

Area Code: 201

ZIP Code: 08817

Official Newspapers: Edison Recorder
The Home News, New Brunswick
The News Tribune, Woodbridge

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

The purpose of the League of Women Voters is to promote political re-
sponsibility through informed and active participation of all citizens in
government and politics. The League is nonpartisan; it does not support
or oppose any candidate or any political party. The national League of
Women Voters was founded in 1920, the Edison League in 1953. Full
membership is open to all women citizens of voting age.
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History and
Development

Edison Township has existed as an independent municipality for over
100 years, but men have inhabited the area since prehistoric times. Stone
relics, skulls and bone fragments from the Stone Age have been discovered
throughout central Jersey, including the area around Piscatawaytown. The
Lenni-Lenape Indians (called Delawares by European settlers) lived in
settlements overlooking the Raritan River, and made a trail along it to the
inlet of the Atlantic Ocean where Perth Amboy now stands.

The first European colonists in the area were Dutch, who pushed out-
ward from New Amsterdam into the surrounding country and eventually
claimed the entire area from Cape Cod to the Delaware River. In 1651,
a large tract of land, from the Raritan River to the Passaic River, was
deeded by the Dutch king to one Augustine Heermans.

As a result of war between England and Holland during the seven-
teenth century, all of New York and New Jersey were finally ceded to the
English in 1674 after shifting back and forth between the two countries.
for almost a decade. In 1666, a grant was made to a group of English set-
tlers for a tract of land extending from the Raritan River to the Rahway
River. Two townships, named Woodbridge and Piscataqua (later Piscata-
way) were formed, with the dividing line running in a north-south direc-
tion through the center of what is now Edison. Middlesex County was
created in 1682 by the General Assembly of East Jersey, convened at
Elizabeth.

In 1681, a group of settlers bought approximately 10,000 acres of
land from the Indians and established a ferry across the Raritan River
near the present Albany Street bridge in New Brunswick. The ferry later
became a vital link in the road from Trenton to New York, and Piscata-
way, located at the intersection of the river road and the ferry, became an
established community. When Somerset County was created from Middle-
sex in 1683, Piscataway became the seat of the court for both counties.

The first church building in Edison was built in 1689 by the second
Baptist Church in New Jersey, on the site of the present Stelton Baptist
Church. In the same year the first school teacher came into the township,
and in 1695 the first school was built.

Edison’s earliest public road, which is still in use, was Old Post Road;
George Washington traveled along it on his way to New York City for his
inauguration as president.

In 1702, New Jersey became a united royal colony under the ad-
ministration of the Governor of New York, with Perth Amboy chosen
as one of its capitals. As anti-crown sentiments increased during the

5



eighteenth century, Middlesex County was sharply divided between Loyal-
ists and Patriots. In 1774, county committees met in New Brunswick as
the first Provincial Congress, where they condemned the British Parliament
for its acts against the colonists and appointed five delegates to the Con-
tinental Congress held that year.

There were no major battles fought here during the Revolution, but
skirmishes took place in Fords, Bonhamtown, and along the road now
called Woodbridge Avenue. The whole area was crossed and recrossed
by both armies as they advanced and retreated through the disputed terri-
tory. ‘

After the Revolution, the entire area began to develop rapidly. The
ferry across the Raritan was replaced by a bridge, and, in the first half
of the nineteenth century, rail lines were laid through the township. Rail-
road stations were built at Stelton and Menlo Park in the 1870’s and small
villages developed around them. The township was now a prosperous
farming community dotted with a few small villages, a situation which
remained relatively unchanged until the Second World War.

In 1870, a group of disgruntled residents petitioned the state legis-
lature to grant their independence from Woodbridge and Piscataway Town-
ships. They won, and on March 17, 1870, the boundary lines were redrawn
to create a new municipality: Raritan Township. The name was chosen
from three proposals—Raritan, Metuchen, and Washington.

Raritan Township continued to develop, on a neighborhood basis
rather than as a central community. In 1875, a building combining dwell-
ing, store, post office and depot was built by the side of the railroad in
Stelton. Until the 1950’s this building served as the Stelton Railroad Sta-
tion. Meanwhile, at the northern end of the township, Thomas Edison was

at work in his Menlo Park laboratory where he perfected the incandescent
lamp in 1879.

In 1900 the first trolley line was laid. The Lehigh Valley and Reading
Railroads laid tracks in the township to provide freight service and fac-
tories began to spring up along the rail lines.

As the township developed, similar controversies to the one which
precipitated the secession in 1870 arose. In 1900, the residents of what
is now Metuchen, incensed over a dispute concerning capital improve-
ments in their area, petitioned the state for a separate charter. This action
left a hole in the middle of the township, depriving it of its urbanized
heart, and reducing its area by three square miles.

In 1905, residents of Highland Park followed Metuchen’s example
and incorporated as a borough, further reducing the area of the township
by about two square miles. These citizens felt they were paying more in
taxes to the township than they were receiving in services.

During World War I, the Federal Government bought approximately
four and one half square miles from the township for use as a major
munitions-producing center — Raritan Arsenal. Additional acreage was
purchased by the government during World War II for the Camp Kilmer
site. Both these facilities have been closed and most of the land returned
to public use.



The original form of government in the township was a three-member
committee. In 1927, a commission form of government was adopted, giv-
ing all authority to five commissioners. The present form of government,
Mayor-Council, was adopted in the general election of November, 1956,
and took effect on January 1, 1958.

Because two other municipalities in New Jersey were named Raritan,
the voters decided in 1954 to change the name of the township to Edison
in honor of the great inventor who had worked here.

Edison Today

Because the township developed as separate neighborhoods and vil-
lages, and because it lacks a geographical center, the sense of township
unity tends to be weak. Until 1967, when the central post office was built,
Edison was served by eleven post offices; it still encompasses ten telephone
exchanges. Local newspaper and radio coverage emanate from three neigh-
boring municipalities, two of which are smaller in size and population
than Edison.

1900
Metuchen became
separate borough POPULATION GROWTH
1905
Highland Park
became separate
borough
1910 1870 1970
Raritan I 2,707
Township |
Middlesex County 45,029 583,813
1920
Raritan I 5,419
Township 1870
Raritan Township 3,460
1930 {including Highland Park
Raritan 10,025 l and Metuchen)
Township
1970
1940 Edison Township 67,120
Raritan 11,470 I
Township §
1950
Raritan 16,348 |
Township
1954—Name
changed
1960
Edison 44,799 |
Township
1970
Edison 67,120 |
Township
Source—U.S. Bureau of
Census




The township has grown tremendously in the past 50 years and
several factors point to continued development. All major north-south
highways in the state traverse Edison; the intersections of the New Jersey
Turnpike, Interstate 287 and the Garden State Parkway provide easy ac-
cess to and from the township. Middlesex County College, a junior col-
lege, is located and expanding on lands formerly part of Raritan Arsenal.
A major portion of those lands is being developed as a manufacturing
and warehousing center.

John F. Kennedy Hospital, located in Edison and opened in 1967,
serves neighboring communities in the county, while Menlo Park shopping
center provides a mart for the entire Central Jersey area.

A large industrial park, located on part of the former Raritan Arsenal land.
Photo courtesy of Raritan Center

From a rural-residential community in the 1920’s, Edison has bur-
geoned into a major population, commercial, and industrial center. It is
the second most populous municipality in the county and ranks fourth in
area. A variety of industries are located here, ranging from automotive
assembly to electronics, cosmetics, chemicals, machine tool and dies, plas-
tics, textiles, building materials, consumer appliances, trucking and ware-
housing.

In 1920, Edison’s population was 5,419; in 1970, the township’s
population was 67,120.



In New Jersey, the State Legislature has turned over great authority
and powers to the municipalities. The Township of Edison is governed by
a “strong” Mayor-Council form of government, based on Plan “E” of the
New Jersey Optional Municipal Charter Law of 1950. This law, also
known as the Faulkner Act, grants municipalities the right to adopt cer-
tain forms of government, outlines the procedures for adoption, and gives
details of the functions and duties of the government. Plan “E” of the
Mayor-Council form provides for a mayor and seven councilmen to be
elected at large, on a partisan basis, for staggered terms of four years.

History

Since its incorporation in 1870, Edison Township has had three forms
of government: a Township Committee from 1870 to 1927; a Township
Commission from 1927 to 1957; and the current Mayor-Council from 1958
to the present time.

In 1955, under the provisions of the Optional Municipal Charter Law,
a referendum for a study of the structure of the local government was ap-
proved by the voters and a five-man Charter Commission was elected to
make the study and present recommendations. The Charter Commission
recommended the adoption of the Mayor-Council Plan “E”, which the
voters approved at the November, 1956, general election. The first elec-
tion for mayor and seven councilmen was held in November, 1957, and
the new form of government took effect on January 1, 1958. The Charter
for Edison’s form of government is on file with the Township Clerk in the
Municipal Building

The November, 1968, ballot contained a referendum to change to a
nine-member council with six councilmen elected from wards and three
councilmen elected at large. This referendum was defeated.

The Mayor

The Mayor is the chief executive officer of the township who enforces
all laws and policies. He has powers of appointment and removal of the
Business Administrator and department heads with Council approval.
Council may, by a two-thirds vote, override the Mayor’s decision to re-
move a department official. With the assistance of the Business Administra-
tor, the Mayor supervises the work of all departments.

The Mayor, with the aid of the Business Administrator, prepares the
annual budget and submits it to Council for approval.

9



The Mayor may attend and participate in Council meetings, although
he does not preside. He has no vote, except to break a tie on filling a
vacancy on the Council. He may make recommendations for action in the
public interest, and has veto power. He must make an annual report on
the state of the municipality to Council and the public.

The Council

The Council has the legislative and policy making power of the town-
ship and passes all the laws. Council appoints the Township Clerk, who
serves as the Clerk of the Council. At Council’s organizational meeting
during the first week in January, Council members elect the Council presi-
dent, who presides at all meetings and has a vote, but no additional powers.

The regular public meetings of the Council are held in the Municipal
Building on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at 8 p.m.
Minutes of these meetings are available for inspection at the Clerk’s
office. Council may, by resolution, cancel one or more meetings in July
or August. Special Council meetings may be called by the Mayor or at
the request of any three Councilmen.

Council must approve all appointments made by the Mayor and must
pass on the annual budget submitted by the Mayor. By majority vote,
Council may reduce any item in the budget, or by a two-thirds vote, may
increase any item.

By ordinance, Council sets the salaries and outlines the duties and
functions of all officials, boards, and commissions, and may establish,
alter or abolish any office, board, or commission, except those who receive
their powers directly from the state, such as the Board of Education and
the Board of Health. It has the power to investigate the conduct of any
department, officer, or agency, and may remove any appointed official,
for cause, after a public hearing.

Making Laws

Local laws are called ordinances. All ordinances are drafted by the
Township Attorney, upon request of the Council. Ordinances are intro-
duced by title at one Council meeting and read in full at another Council
meeting, when a public hearing is held. Ordinances must be published, in
full, in one or more local newspapers, and the date of the public hearing
must be published.

Ordinances are passed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the
whole Council and sent to the Mayor for his signature. Within ten days,
the Mayor must either approve and sign them, or return them to Council
with his objections. The Council may override his veto by a two-thirds
vote. If the Mayor fails to act within ten days, the ordinance becomes a
law.

In May, 1971, Council passed a resolution authorizing the Mayor to
sign a contract to codify local laws, the first codification of local ordinances
in the 100 year history of the township.
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The Township Clerk

The Township Clerk is appointed by and responsible to the Council.
He is appointed for a one-year term; after five consecutive terms, tenure
is automatic. He acts as Clerk of the Council and records all ordinances
and resolutions. He has custody of all township records, except those com-
mitted by ordinance to other officials. The Clerk performs the duties re-
quired by the state election laws and issues state licenses and certificates.

The Administrative Code

One of the first acts of the Council, upon taking office in January,
1958, was the passage of an Administrative Code for the organization and
administration of the local government. This code established seven de-
partments, but was amended by Council in February, 1970, to combine
the Department of Parks and Public Buildings with the Department of
Health, Welfare, and Recreation. Each department is headed by a director.
State law and the local Administrative Code provide for certain non-depart-
mental agencies and boards.

ORGANIZATION CHART

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL (E) f= ===~ R - MAYOR (E) MUNICIPAL COURT (MC)

l [

TOWNSHIP CLERK (C) BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR (MC)

Boards and Agencies
Board of Health (C)
Planning Board (MC)
Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment {MC)

Library Board (M)

Local Assistance Board (MC)
Industrial Commissioner (MC)
Housing Authority (MC)
Civil Defense Council (M)
Board of Education (M)

ENT DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENTOE
DEPARTM BLIC
DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT OF DEPARTMENT PARKS AND PU
OF PUBLIC OF PUBLIC

OF FIN, BUILDINGS, HEALTH,

OF LAW WORKS ADMINISTRATION SAFETY ANCE WEIE AR AND:

RECREATION

KEY
E—Elected MC—Appointed by Mayor with

C—Appointed by Council consent of Council
M—Appointed by Mayor
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Department of Administration

Business Administrator

The most important innovation in the “strong” Mayor-Council form
of government is the inclusion of a Department of Administration, headed
by a director called the Business Administrator. The Business Administra-
tor is appointed by the Mayor, with the consent of Council, for a term
of four years, on the basis of his administrative and executive experience
and education. :

The Business Administrator assists the Mayor in the preparation of
the budget, administers a central purchasing system, and develops and
directs a personnel system. He coordinates the operation and administra-
tion of departments, offices, and agencies in township government. He may
prescribe regulations for the efficient operation of the government, and
supervises the administration of each of the departments. The Business
Administrator is the township liaison with the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Community Affairs to which local governments may turn for such
services as help in applying for federal grants, technical advice, and special-
ized training.

Purchasing

The Business Administrator acts as the township purchasing agent and
administers a centralized purchasing system. The head of each department
requisitions needed items. The Business Administrator checks the funds
available to a department and sends out a purchase order. Upon receipt
of the items, the township pays the vendor.

With certain exceptions, bids must be received on items over $2500.
Sealed bids are submitted to the Business Administrator and opened in
the presence of the department head affected. The purchase order is then
awarded to the lowest responsible bidder.

Central purchasing allows printed forms and other office supplies to be
purchased in large quantities, effecting substantial savings.

Personnel

Council determines the need for jobs, sets salaries and working con-
ditions and may, where permitted by New Jersey laws, recruit non-resi-
dents. The Business Administrator serves as personnel director. It is his
duty to assist in the recruitment of qualified persons for township employ-
ment, prepare and maintain a job classification plan, establish and maintain
a roster of all persons in the local government, establish an in-service
training program and maintain a continuous study of the operation and
effect of personnel methods and practices.

In Edison, department heads may hire their own employees. In 1971,
the township employed 400 full-time and 190 part-time employees. The
policemen and firemen on the full-time roster participate in a state-aided
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and state-administered retirement plan. Other local government employees
participate in a retirement plan, which is not state-aided. The New Jerséy
Legislature has given local government the power to adopt civil service
by referendum; as of 1971 Edison has not done so. In 1959, Council
passed an ordinance establishing position classification definitions and a
pay-plan schedule. This schedule was last amended in 1971 to include
seventeen classifications of full-time township employees. Salaries range
from a minimum of $3,100 to a maximum of $5,800 for a Class #1
position. Employees whose salaries exceed this latter figure are termed
“unclassified.” Schedule “B” of the ordinance provides for employees
paid on an hourly or session basis. The ordinance does not apply to the
Division of Pelice.

SALARIES OF SOME MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS IN 1971

Mayor $ 6,000 Part-time. Plus office expenses.
President of Council 2,200 Part-time.
Councilman 1,700 Part-time.
Business Administrator 19,500 Full-time.
Township Clerk 11,340 Full-time.
Director of Public Works 17,400 Full-time.
Township Engineer 19,500 Full-time.
Director of Finance 14,000 Full-time

Plus $35b for serving as Cus-
todian of School Funds.

Municipal Attorney 5,000 Part-time. Plus fees and
charges.
Municipal Magistrate 8,500 Part-time.
Legal Advisors
Planning Board 2,500 Part-time.
Zoning Board of Adjustment 4,000 Part-time.
Director of Parks, Public 15,250 Full-time.

Property, Health, Welfare
and Recreation

Assessor 14,560 Full-time.

Secretary, Zoning Board 1,900 Part-time.

of Adjustment

Secretary, Planning Board 1,900 Part-time.

Chief of Police 19,800 Full-time.

Chief of Fire 17,000 Full-time.

Director of Public Safety — Mayor serves without addi-
tional compensation.

Health Officer 19,740 Full-time.

Budget

The fiscal year of all New Jersey local governments is the calendar
year. During the months from January to March, when the budget is
adopted, the township is run on a temporary budget of 25 percent of the
previous year’s budget. All budget changes are retroactive to January 1.

Budget requests are submitted to the Business Administrator, who acts
as the budget officer. In November, the Mayor, with the Business Ad-
ministrator, holds public meetings with each department head to consider
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requests. From these meetings, the Mayor and Business Administrator
prepare the budget, and submit it to Council for approval. The budget
must contain a detailed analysis of expenditures and revenue.

The first reading is held in January, after which the budget is sent to
Trenton to the New Jersey Division of Local Finance of the Department
of Community Affairs. State law requires the budget be published in full
in a local newspaper, including the date of the public hearing. The public
hearing is held in March, at the time of the second reading of the budget
ordinance. The budget is adopted by a majority vote of Council. Any item
may be reduced by a majority vote, or increased by a two-thirds vote of
the Council.

Not all of the money collected by the township is used for municipal
purposes. The township serves as a collecting agent for the local school
district and for the county government.

In May, 1971, Council adopted a resolution authorizing the Mayor
to sign a contract with a consulting firm to make a survey of the township’s
needs for state and federal aid and to file grant applications for the town-
ship.

Edison Municipal Building. The township government, Police Department, and the
Municipal Court are housed here.

Photo by L. Lybarger
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MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUDGET

REVENUES

Surplus utilized

Miscellaneous anticipated revenue:

Gross Receipts taxes

Franchise taxes

Replacement revenue—state Business
Personal Property Tax

Interest on investments

Building aid allowance for schools—
state aid

Building permits and other fees

State Sales Tax aid per capita

Municipal disposal area fees

Other miscellaneous anticipated
revenues

Capital surplus
Free cash in tax title liquidation account
Receipts from delinquent taxes

Amount to be raised by taxes for support
of municipal budget including reserve
for uncollected taxes and addition to
local school district tax

TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

Office of the Mayor
Municipal Council

Office of the Township Clerk
Department of Administration
Department of Law
Department of Finance

Planning Board and Zoning Board of
Adjustment

Department of Parks, Public Buildings,
Health, Welfare and Recreation

Free Public Library

Department of Public Safety
Department of Public Works
Contingent

Capital Improvements

Municipal Debt Service

Deferred Charges

Local School District Tax Deferred
Statutory Expenditures

Judgments

Local School District Debt Service
Local School Emergency Authorization
Reserve for uncollected taxes

TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS

*See Note B page 21.
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1960 1970 1971
Actual Actual Anticipated
$ 600,000 $1,540,000 $ 4,750,000
596,303 1,531,189 1,531,000
278,813 652,820 650,000
— 574,466 574,466
26,097 333,155 250,000
110,668 283,878 230,588
134,076 236,682 231,000
e 185,960 184,754
) 146,386 146,000
147,779 382,748 376,910
— 200,000 —
170,000 — =
128,094 276,593 252,000
1,545,202 3,292,449 8,846,563
$3,737,032  $9,636,326  $18,023,281*
$ 10,542 § 8,034 § 13,650
10,142 14,233 14,875
21,308 31,923 56,742
21,975 45,030 51,850
19,582 19,349 22,000
201,354 425,143 562,158
15,545 19,633 21,275
316,195 750,219 873,007
23,005 114,787 235,761
673,071 2,118,269 2,635,518
645,407 1,291,431 1,574,414
350 — 1,000
228,534 318,940 1,300,922
204,672 583,389 662,586
— 154,286 55,679
== — 6,326,262
99,707 405,903 416,000
— 25,000 —
458,689 1,519,050 1,546,222
— — 605,000
299,995 734,646 1,048,360
$3,250,073  $8,579,265  $18,023,281*



4
Department of Finance

The Department of Finance is organized into six divisions:

Division of Accounts and Control
Division of Custody and Disbursement
Division of Assessments

Division of Tax Collection

Division of Licenses and Permits
Division of Real Estate

The Department of Finance is administered by the Director of Finance,
who is the township’s chief financial officer. State law does not set any
qualifications for finance directors, but Edison’s Administrative Code re-
quires training or experience in governmental finance and fiscal manage-
ment.

The Finance Director is responsible for all financial activities other
than those which are the responsibility of the Business Administrator:
budget preparation and administration of purchasing. The Finance Direct-
or is responsible for the accounting, pre-auditing and control of all town-
ship revenues and expenditures; for the custody, receipt and disbursement
of all township funds; for the safety of township investments; for manage-
ment of the township debt; for development of fiscal policy for recom-
mendation to the Mayor; and for safeguarding the township’s financial
interests. Edison’s current Director of Finance is also serving as municipal
Treasurer and Custodian of School Funds.

Division of Accounts and Control

This division is headed by a Supervisor of Accounts, who is responsi-
ble for the operation of the computer system that has replaced former
manual and accounting machine methods. The computer is a leased IBM
360. Edison was one of the first municipalities in New Jersey to install a
sophisticated computer and to use a Management Information System. The
computer is used by the school district, police, and Township Engineer, in
addition to the divisions of the Department of Finance.

The Division of Accounts and Control maintains the central books
of accounts and disbursements, controls budgetary expenditures, and
maintains a central payroll system, including keeping Social Security, pen-
sion, and insurance records.

Division of Custody and Disbursement

This division is headed by the municipal Treasurer, currently one of
the responsibilities of the Director of Finance. He has charge of the re-
ceipt, custody, deposit and disbursement of township funds. The division
renders regular acounting of cash receipts and disbursements; deposits
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funds in designated banks; has custody of investments and safekeeping of
bonds and notes.

By virtue of his appointment as Custodian of School Funds, the Treas-
urer is also responsible for the safekeeping of the township’s school dis-
trict monies.

The Budgets

Edison monies support three budgets: the municipal services budget,
the local school district budget, and part of the county services budget. The
Edison municipal services budget is prepared by the Mayor and the Busi-
ness Administrator, approved by the state Division of Local Finance, and
adopted by the Municipal Council after a public hearing. This budget in-
cludes expenditures for salaries and expenses of the local elected and ap-
pointed officials, administration, court, police, fire, recreation, health, li-
braries, public works and for payment of principal and interest on bonds
for municipal improvements and for the school debt. The municipal serv-
ices budget is supported in part by local miscellaneous revenue such as:
fees for building permits, tax searches, disposal area use, and trailer courts;
municipal court fines; alcoholic beverage and other licenses; interest on in-
vestments and property sales. State and federal aid includes road and
health aid and sharing of some state tax revenues such as: sales, motor
fuel, franchise, and gross receipts taxes. Monies appropriated from sur-
plus and current property tax revenues for municipal services are also used
;[io balance this budget. See “Department of Administration” chapter for

etails.

The Edison school district budget is prepared by the Board of Educa-
tion and adopted by the local Board of School Estimate after a public
hearing. This budget includes expenditures for teachers’ salaries, admin-
istration, school supplies, and maintenance of buildings.

The school budget is supported by federal and state aid to education
and the large part of the local property tax earmarked for schools. Funds
to operate the school district must be paid in full by the municipality in
approximately equal monthly installments. See “Schools” chapter for de-
tails.

The county budget is prepared by the county Budget Director, ap-
proved by the state Division of Local Finance, and adopted by the county
Board of Chosen Freeholders after a public hearing in New Brunswick.
The county budget provides for such services as health and welfare, high-
ways and bridges, justice, vocational schools and the county college and
parks. The county’s miscellaneous revenues include sharing of certain
state taxes, fees collected at county offices and clinics, and state aid pri-
marily for welfare, highways and hospitals. The bulk of county revenue
comes from part of the local property tax. In most states, counties collect
their taxes directly from individuals; in New Jersey, however, the munici-
palities collect the county tax. The county’s Board of Taxation is responsi-
ble for the fair apportionment of the county’s tax burden among the 25
municipalities, on the basis of the true or adjusted value of the real prop-
erty. Each municipality bills the local property owner for his share of the
county tax. The county tax must be paid in full to the county by each
municipality.
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COMBINED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES OF
MUNICIPAL BUDGETS AND LOCAL SCHOOL BUDGETS

Current
Property
Taxes

50%

1970 REVENUES

$ 1,540,000
4,527,000

277,000
18,914,000
132,000

735,000

1,080,000
600,000
7,280,000

3,148,000

EDISON, N.J. 1970

Miscellaneous
Anticipated
Revenues

12%

Unje;
Local Schools Waye. Pal

er
. 2001 Sors Muni
co- Unje; Y Son;
o] Woref Mengs 'I;al C"D/;an” i
3°%e Tron A'ccoum. o“"er’o Tusy A al Imp,.
* Cdycs:
Sanitation, Delinquent T?xes. | HCtions "%

Municipal
Operations

Local
School

Other Revenues
S
ur;:}us ReVEnue

County
Services
11%

Capital
Improvement
Fund
19%

$ 5,579,000
500,000

583,000
3,526,000
93,000
465,000
700,000
556,000
1,519,000
15,401,000
2,857,000

Surplus revenue utilized
Miscellaneous anticipated
revenues (eg: NJ Gross
Receipts Tax, Franchise
Tax, Business Personal
Property Tax Replacement,
interest on investments,
fees and permits)
Delinquent tax receipts
Current Property Taxes
Other Revenues (eg: vital
statistics, library fines,
state aid-planning pro-
gram, police reports)
Trust Account (eg: assess-
ments for improvements,
dog license fees)
Municipal Water Company
Sanitation

Capital Improvement Fund
(includes school construc-
tion funds)

Local Schools (eg: state
aid, tuition, interest on
investments of school
funds)

$38,233,000
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Operations
49%,

School
Capital
Improve-
ments

9%

1970 EXPENDITURES

Municipal Operations
Municipal Capital Im-
provements

Municipal debt service
County Services

Other deductions

Trust Account

Municipal Water Company
Sanitation

School Debt Service
Local schools operation
Schools Capital Improve-
ments

$31,779,000



Department of Finance gets help from summer employee.
Photo by George Molnar, The News Tribune

Municipal and School Debts

State law limits the municipal debt for capital improvements to 3%z
percent of the equalized value of the real property of the township, as
averaged over the past three years. This debt limit may be exceeded only
with the consent of the Division of Local Finance of the New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs. Edison’s municipal debt in 1971 is $10
million, which is about one-half of the township’s debt limit.

Before an ordinance authorizing the sale of bonds can be adopted by
the Municipal Council, it must be advertised and a public hearing held.
Of the 25 municipalities in Middlesex County, Edison had the only A-1
credit rating from Moody’s Investors Service in 1971. Standard and Poor’s
gave Edison an A rating in the same year.

The school debt is considered a municipal obligation, and an item
for school debt is included in the municipal services budget. State law
provides that a school debt may not exceed 4 percent of the total equalized
valuation of the township real estate as averaged over the last three years,
except with the consent of the state Commissioner of Education and the
state Division of Local Finance, and until it is submitted and approved at
a public referendum. The current school debt is about $23 million, which
is slightly over the limit; however the difference is absorbed by Edison’s
municipal borrowing power.
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Division of Assessments

In 1963, the township’s Administrative Code was amended to replace
the part-time Board of Tax Assessors with a full-time Assessor who is
head of the Division of Assessments. The Tax Assessor is permitted two
Assistant Assessors, and as of 1971, he had one Assistant Assessor, a cleri-
cal staff and a field investigator. The Tax Assessor and Assistant Assessor
are appointed by the Mayor with the consent of Council. The Tax As-
sessor’s term is concurrent with the Mayor’s. Municipal tax assessors,
who formerly had to meet no qualifications at all, are now required by
state law to attend courses or pass an exam covering the same material.
Assessors certified in this manner who serve for four years have tenure.
Edison’s present Tax Assessor has tenure.

The Division of Assessments assigns a value to real property in Edison
for tax and assessment purposes; prepares the tax lists; maintains adequate
assessment records for each parcel of real property; has custody of an
up-to-date tax map; and makes appraisals for any township purpose.

The Board of Assessments for Local Improvements

This Board is appointed by the Municipal Council when necessary for
assessment for local improvements such as sidewalks, curbs, gutters and
sewers, which will be paid for by the benefiting property owners. The
board consists of three members who function according to state law and
determine how much each property owner will be assessed for a particular
improvement. The 1971 dedicated assessment budget is $180,000; in 1960
it was $95,000.

Assessment Practices

Each piece of real property in the township is assigned a value for tax
purposes by the Tax Assessor. Assessments are made on land and on im-
provements or buildings on each parcel of land. There are provisions for
appeal. Property was revalued in 1963 and in 1971 by professional re-
appraisal firms. The target ratio of assessed value to true value for this
county is now 50 percent. The following classes of property are tax-
exempt: federal, state, county, municipal, school, church, cemetery, and
veterans’ buildings. State law allows qualified veterans, widows of veterans,
and senior citizens exemptions on their property tax bills. Application for
tax exemptions may be made at the Tax Assessor’s office.

REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE, EDISON 1971

Classification Assessed Value Distribution
Residential $142,404,975 56.8%
Industrial 59,001,739 23.5
Commercial 27,348,360 10.9
Apartments 15,606,450 6.2
Vacant 6,332,825 25
Farm 225,148 o |

$250,919,497 100.0%
Tax Rate

The Tax Assessor calculates the tax rate on real property by dividing
20



the net ratables of the township by the budgets’ requirements for property
tax revenues. The tax rate is expressed as the percentage each taxpayer
will pay per $100 of the assessed valuation of his property.

Division of Tax Collection

The Tax Collector is head of this division. He prepares and mails
property tax bills and maintains tax accounting records, computes water
and sewer charges for the Department of Public Works, collects the tax
monies, and conducts property tax sales. A property owner receives one
property tax bill which includes taxes for four distinct purposes: municipal
services, county services, local schools and monies to cover the deductions
for senior citizens and veterans. In municipal garbage collection districts,
there is an additional tax to support this service included in the property
tax bill. Edison has achieved a 98 percent rate of tax collection each year
since 1965.

PROPERTY TAX RATES, EDISON, N.J.

1960 1965 1970 1971
School 596 (61.9%) 3.06 (65.8%) 5.59 (72.1%) 3.61 (44.1%) (B)
County 2.00 (20.8%) .96 (20.6% ) 1.44 (18.6%) 1.72 (21.0%)
Municipal 1.66 (17.3%) .46 ( 99%) .58 ( 7.5%) 2.72 (33.3%) (B)
Exemptions (C) — JT5C 3 0% Y A4 :8%) " 13 ¢ 1:6%)
9.62 4.65 05 8.18
Municipal
Garbage
collection .14 .24 33 .35
SAMPLE TAX BILLS, EDISON, N.J.
for $30,000 homes purchased in each of the years listed
1960 1965 1970 1971
Sales Ratio (A) 25% 50% 50% 50%
School $447.00 $459.00 $ 838.50 $ 541.50
County 150.00 144.00 216.00 258.00
Municipal 124.50 69.00 87.00 408.00
Exemptions (C) — 25.50 21.00 19.50
$721.50 $697.50 $1162.50 $1227.00
Garbage
(if applicable) 30.75 36.00 49.50 51.50
NOTES:

(A) Prior to 1965, the sales ratio (assessed value as a per cent of true value) was
25 percent. In 1965, the county ordered a 50 percent sales ratio for all the munici-
palities in the county.

(B) To minimize the 1971 tax increase, the Municipal Council effected a complex
change in fiscal policy, switching support of the school budget from a fiscal year
starting July 1, to a fiscal year starting January 1. This redistributed reserve funds,
temporarily changing the per cent of tax dollars assigned to schools and municipal
services.

(C) Exemptions were introduced as part of the breakdown of tax rates by the
county Tax Board in 1964. Exemption tax is to replace monies deducted from the
tax bills of qualified veterans and senior citizens.
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Division of Licenses and Permits

This division, headed by the Supervisor of Licenses, processes all ap-
plications for licenses and permits, except those which are handled by the
Board of Health and the Township Clerk as defined by state law. See
“Helpful Information.”

Division of Real Estate

The Supervisor of Real Estate is head of this division which is re-
sponsible for the management and sale of all township-owned property,
and property acquired by foreclosure for non-payment of taxes. By state
law, if taxes on property are not paid before July 1st of the following year,
the property must be sold at a tax sale. If no bids are forthcoming, the
township places a tax title lien on the property, which the owner has two
years to redeem. The township must foreclose if not redeemed within the
two years. If the property is needed for municipal use, the township may
retain it, or if not needed, it may be sold. When a reasonable bid is made,
the property is put up for public auction and sold to the highest bidder.
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5
Department of
Public Safety

o Fire Houses

The Department of Public Safety consists of the Division of Police
and the Division of Fire. The Mayor acts as Director of Public Safety
without additional compensation.

Division of Police

Administration and Organization

The Edison Township Police Department is located in the Municipal
Building on Plainfield Avenue. Under the Mayor-Council form of govern-
ment, the police are included in the Department of Public Safety, under
the direct control of the Mayor. The Division is administered by the Chief
of Police, who is appointed from the ranks by the Mayor and approved
by the Municipal Council.

Within the Division of Police there are four major Bureaus: Uniform,
Detective, Juvenile and Traffic. Each of these Bureaus is headed by a
captain.

Personnel

The Division of Police consists of over 100 policemen and one part-
time policewoman. Police appointments are made by the Director of Public
Safety, after recommendation by the Chief of Police. The state sets basic
physical requirements. Applicants must be between 21-30, at least 5'8”,
and able to pass a physical examination. A high school diploma is manda-
tory in Edison Township. All police are trained for a period of six weeks
at the State Police Academy in Sea Girt or at the Middlesex County Police
Training Center. Edison also has a trained volunteer Auxiliary Police Corps.

Following a probationary period, state law decrees that tenure is auto-
matic upon permanent appointment. Policemen are eligible for retirement
after 25 years of service and at the age of 51, and are included in a state
pension plan. All promotions within the department are made by the
Mayor on the basis of seniority and merit.

There are on-going in-service training programs at the local, state, and
federal levels. Edison’s tactical squad, the first in the county, now consists
of over 60 men. A $30,000 grant from the Federal Government for a
Narcotics Bureau was approved for Edison in 1971. Police are sent for
further training to schools such as the FBI Academy and traffic institutes.

Duties
The major duties of the department include crime prevention and de-
tection, law enforcement, traffic regulation, and drug prevention. The de-
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partment cooperates with the County, State and Federal Police. A tele-
type machine and monthly and annual reports facilitate communication.
The Police Department assists the schools in safety education. School
crossings are patrolled by over 60 school guards, and by uniformed men
at main highway crossings. Policemen present programs to PTAs, service
clubs, and students, on crime and drug prevention.

Equipment

There are over 20 fully equipped cars and one traffic truck in Edison;
the truck is used for the maintenance of traffic equipment. In addition, a
specially designed truck, containing fingerprinting, photographic, and
clerical equipment, is utilized by the Bureau of Criminal Investigation.
The marked police cars are equipped with three-way radios, sirens, flash-
ers, first-aid kits and flares. The police have gas guns, a Thompson sub-
machine gun and riotguns at their disposal. Each policeman carries a pistol
and handcuffs, and can obtain leg cuffs and restraining jackets.

Jail

There are six jail cells in the basement of the Municipal Building in-
cluding two for women. These cells are used primarily for the detention
of persons before hearings. Law violators are sent to the County Work-
house or, in the event of a grand jury case, to the County Jail. Juveniles
are sent to the Juvenile Detention Center. If diagnostic reports are re-
quired, law violators are sent to the Menlo Park Diagnostic Center.

Traffic Control

All traffic signs must be authorized by an ordinance approved by the
state, and are erected by the police department. State regulations pertain-
ing to such signs, must be observed in the passing of these ordinances. The
police are responsible for enforcement.

Traffic lights on state highways are installed by the state Highway De-
partment. The township may request installation. After a traffic survey,
the state Highway Department either grants or refuses approval. When a
traffic light is approved, the township pays for 25 percent of installation
costs and for electricity to operate the light. Traffic lights on county roads
are erected with the cooperation of the county government, and on town-
ship roads they are the responsibility of the municipal government. How-
ever, both require state approval before installation.

Division of Fire

Within the Department of Public Safety, the Division of Fire has the
flesponsibility for protection against loss of life and property, by fire or
isaster.

Administration

Under the Administrative Code, fire protection is incorporated into
the functions of the municipal government, under the direction of the
Chief of Fire. The Chief is appointed by the Mayor, approved by the
Municipal Council, and is responsible to the Mayor, who acts as Director
of Public Safety.
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Edison Fire Department brings a serious blaze under control.
Photo by George Molnar, The News Tribune

Organization

The Chief of Fire is in charge of the personnel and equipment of the
Division of Fire, directs the over-all management of the fire department,
and prepares and submits the budget to the Mayor. He also performs the
duties of Fire Marshal, and is responsible for the strict enforcement of all
laws and regulations relating to fire prevention. The Chief is assisted by a
Duty Captain and a Captain who heads the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Edison Township has both paid and volunteer firemen. There are ap-
proximately 70 paid firemen and 180 volunteers.

There are six fire houses in Edison Township, within five fire precincts,
located in the following areas:

Precinct 1—Raritan Engine Company # 1—Plainfield Avenue
Raritan Engine Company # 1—Route 27 and
Langstaff Avenue

Precinct 2—Edison Volunteer Fire Company # 1—Route 27
near Parsonage Road

Precinct 3—Raritan Engine Company #2—Amboy Avenue

Precinct 4—H.K. Volunteer Fire Company # 1—840 New Dover
Road

Precinct 5—OQOak Tree Volunteer Fire Company # |—1 Beverly Street
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The head of each fire precinct is the chief of the individual volunteer fire
department. He acts as assistant to the Chief of Fire, and is responsible
for fire-fighting within his precinct.

Personnel

Volunteer firemen must be citizens, residents of the township, between
the ages of 21-40, and able to pass a physical examination. The head of
each precinct is responsible for setting other qualifications and for training
requirements.

Paid firemen must be citizens, between the ages of 21-35, able to pass
an extensive physical examination, and must qualify for the New Jersey
State Pension Fund. Every paid fireman comes from the volunteer ranks.
A broad educational and experiential background is preferred. The pres-
ent chief encourages continuing study, for which the firemen are re-
imbursed.

Every fireman, paid and volunteer, is given a training course in all
phases of fire protection. There is an eight-week initial training period and
a six month probationary period for paid firemen. In-service programs are
frequent and mandatory, and drills are held periodically. Paid firemen
work 42 hours a week, on an eight-week cycle. There are 17 paid firemen
on duty at all times.

There are promotion and pension plans for paid firemen, who attain
tenure after the probationary period, and who are eligible for retirement
after 25 years in the department.

The Chief of Fire is selected from the ranks, on the basis of admin-
istrative and educational background and fire fighting experience.

Equipment
There are 20 pieces of modern equipment, including 12 pumpers. The

water capacity of Edison Township exceeds the minimum requirements
of the American Insurance Association.

Functions

The Fire Prevention Bureau is responsible for a comprehensive fire
inspection program, concentrating on mercantile establishments, garden
apartments, and industries. The Bureau also provides in-service training
programs at all township hospitals and nursing homes, speakers for schools
and service clubs, and decals to designate the homes of invalids. The de-
partment also dispatches ambulance calls.

The Division of Fire is responsible for 32 square miles, including ten
miles of the N. J. Turnpike and ten miles of Route 287. It responded to
over 1100 fire alarms in 1970. In addition to being responsible for Edison
Township, the Division of Fire also has a mutual aid policy with all
surrounding municipalities, and is often called upon for assistance.
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6

Department of Law and
the Municipal Court

Department of Law

The Department of Law is headed by the Township Attorney; his title
in the local Administrative Code is “Director of Law.” All matters which
are legal in nature are directed to him, and he represents the township in
litigation, administrative proceedings, and various other legal matters. He
is also legal advisor to the Mayor, Council, and department heads on all
municipal matters.

His duties include: attendance at Council meetings, drafting of new
ordinances, amendments to ordinances, resolutions, deeds and other legal
documents. The Township Attorney is appointed by the Mayor for a four-
year term. His annual retainer is $5,000 and he is paid additional fees
for specific matters.

The Municipal Prosecutor is also in the Department of Law, under the
supervision of the Director. The local Prosecutor’s duties are confined to
the presentation of cases on behalf of the State, municipality or com-
plainant in the Municipal Court.

Municipal Court

Edison Township’s Municipal Court is the local level of the judicial
structure of the state. It has criminal jurisdiction only and handles such
cases as traffic violations, disorderly persons charges, violation of certain
hunting and fishing laws and violations of certain criminal laws, if the
defendant waives indictment. The court is regulated by a state statute
passed in 1947, after New Jersey adopted the new State Constitution,
which sets the requirements for the judge or magistrate and determines
the court’s exact jurisdiction. The operations of the court fall under the
supervision of the Supreme Court of New Jersey. The state statute re-
quires that a magistrate be a lawyer but need not be a resident of the
municipality. However, he cannot appear before another magistrate as a
counsel for the defense. Rules of the State Supreme Court restrict the
magistrate even further. They state that he may not practice criminal law
in any court while magistrate, nor may he participate in politics, non-
partisan or otherwise.

Edison has a part-time magistrate, appointed by the Mayor with the
consent of Council for a three-year term. Court convenes at the Municipal
Building on Monday mornings and Thursday evenings.

The Clerk of the Court is appointed by the Mayor for a period of
one year.
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7
Department of
Public Works

This department is responsible for the township’s roads, sewers, water,
sanitation, building inspection and plumbing inspection. In addition, it
runs a sanitary landfill operation, the municipal garage, and an engineering
office. The Director of Public Works, whose term is concurrent with that
of the Mayor, heads a staff including nine division supervisors.

Roads

Edison Township has a total of 267.4 miles of roads. Of these, 5.2
miles represent the New Jersey Turnpike, 9.6 miles are state roads, 25.5
miles are county roads, leaving a total of 227.1 miles to be maintained
by the township. Slightly more than 85 percent of township roads (188.6
miles) are improved roads.

The road department is responsible for maintenance of all existing
roads. This includes snow removal, repairs, and necessary improvements.
The township owns graders, rollers, trucks and snow plows for this pur-
pose.

New road construction is submitted to private contractors on a bid
basis. However, the Department of Public Works, through the Township
Engineer’s office, sets specifications for new road construction, width of
streets, sidewalks, curbing and parking. The final responsibility for new
roads rests with this department.

State aid is available for new road construction. The amount is de-
termined by a formula based on the total number of miles of road in the
township. The amount currently received is $20,871.

Sewers

About 70 percent of the geographical area of Edison Township and
75 percent of its population are served by storm and sanitary sewers. The
installation of sewers is paid partially by the benefiting property owners
and partially from general tax revenues. Ultimate disposal of sewage for
most of the township is accomplished by a tie-in to the Middlesex County
Sewage Authority’s trunk sewer line. The township owns and operates 14
pumping stations to pump the sewage into the Authority lines.

By 1976, three main trunk lines will be funded and built at an esti-
28



mated cost of $7,620,000. Application has been made for federal aid
totaling approximately $3 million to help defray township costs.

Water

The water department is divided into two sections: water accounting,
which keeps all records on water consumption; and water generating and
distribution, which is responsible for the physical operation.

The township water department, The Edison Water Company, serves
about one-third of the area and one-half of the population of Edison. The
water department is responsible for installation of meters, water main ex-
tensions, repairs and replacement of faulty lines, and the operation and
maintenance of seven pumping stations. The main source of water is the
Elizabethtown Water Company, with the township’s system of wells as a
secondary source. All expenses of running the water department are paid
by the users, with no revenue being taken from the general tax funds.

Municipal water utility revenues were $464,186 in 1960, $848,068
in 1970. Expenditures in 1960 were $358,962; in 1970, expenditures
were $701,167.

Residents of areas not served by the municipal water department pur-
chase water directly from the Elizabethown Water Company or the Mid-
dlesex Water Company. Rates are set by the Public Utility Commission.

Gas, Telephone and Electric

These utilities are under the direct control of the Public Utility Com-
mission.

New Jersey Bell supplies telephone service to Edison Township and
Public Service Company supplies electricity. Gas is provided by Elizabeth-
town Gas Company and Public Service Company.

Sanitation

The sanitation division is responsible for street cleaning, and refuse
and garbage collection.

About one-half of the area and two-thirds of the population is in-
cluded in the municipal garbage district. All costs of operation of the
garbage district are borne by the users. Other areas of the township are
served by private scavengers and are paid for by the users. Garbage must
be collected at least twice a week.

The sanitary landfill program was initiated in 1959. The program was
devised to facilitate the eventual reclamation of the meadow lands along
the Raritan River. In addition to burying in these meadow lands all the
refuse collected by the sanitation department, the township has contracts
with the Borough of Metuchen and the City of Perth Amboy for use of
the sanitary landfill. Private scavengers may dispose of their garbage at
a fee; township residents may use the area free of charge. The area is
open weekdays and Saturdays throughout the year, and is located on
Meadow Road.

The Municipal Garage is located on New Durham Road. All mainte-
nance and repairs on all township vehicles are done here.
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A junk car ordinance, passed in May, 1970, deals with the disposal of
abandoned cars and provides fines and penalties for violations. The de-
partment supplies names of operators who will pick up abandoned cars
from private or public places at no cost.

The Edison Municipal Garage. Residents may bring glass for recycling

to the bins located here. Photo by Edison Detective Bureau

A glass recycling program, started in 1971, will be expanded or
changed as needed. The township plans a program for collection and dis-
posal of newspapers.

Engineering and Inspection

The Township Engineer is appointed by the Mayor with the consent
of the Council. He must be qualified by training and experience and li-
censed in the state of New Jersey.

The Township Engineer’s office does all engineering for the town-
ship, including designs for improvements and property surveys of town-
ship lands. The Division of Engineering maintains records of township
properties, utilities, and capital improvements, and acts as consultant to
the Planning Board for approval of roads, street layouts, and sewers. It
inspects improvements to insure that specifications are met, and maintains
maps of the township. All physical changes in the township must receive
the approval of the Engineer’s office.

Inspection of new building in Edison is carried out by the Building
Inspector, the Plumbing Inspector and their staff. Edison has its own
Plumbing Code. Electrical inspection is handled by the state, since Edison
Township uses the state code. The township uses the Building Officials
Conference of America code which is revised annually and has been adopt-
ed by the Council. Any change in the township building code must be ap-
proved by the Council. The Building Inspector also acts as the township
Zoning Officer.

Safe-and-sanitary conditions and density are regulated and enforced
by the Board of Health.
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8
Department of Parks
and Public Buildings,
Health, Welfare and

Recreation

e Township ﬁlaygrounds
and parks not on school
grounds

Originally organized as two separate departments, the Department of
Parks and Public Buildings and the Department of Health, Welfare and
Recreation were combined in February, 1970, under one Director.

Public Buildings

The public buildings for which this department is responsible include
the Municipal Building, the firechouses, the libraries, the Health Center,
the Animal Shelter, and Old Town Hall, which clubs may use for meet-
ings. The present Municipal Building was completed in 1954. Application
has been made to the federal government to purchase over six acres of
former Camp Kilmer land, for the site of a future municipal complex.
The Municipal Garage is maintained by the Department of Public Works.

Edison Parks and Playgrounds

The township maintains 35 playgrounds under the supervision of the
Recreation Department. Some of these playgrounds are located on public
school or parochial school grounds, and are in full operation for eight
weeks during the summer. A program of events may be obtained from
the Department of Recreation or the schools.

In 1970, the Council authorized funds to acquire land for two small
parks,. about eight acres on Winter Street, and nine acres on Vineyard
Road. Woodland Park, on Grove Avenue north of Oak Tree Road, was
deeded to the township by a developer of homes in the area. The local
Planning Board has recommended that 60 acres off Central Avenue, now
zoned light industrial, be rezoned parkland. Application has been made
to the federal government to acquire these 60 acres, formerly Camp Kilmer
land, for the site of a future township park and recreation area. The de-
partment built and maintains a boat dock at the foot of Meadow Road on
the Raritan River. The dock is available to township residents. A license
for its use is available at the Municipal Building.

Another service provided by this department is the care of trees, grass
and shrubbery located on public property. In addition to planting trees
on public property, the department sells trees at reduced cost to residents
of Edison Township.

Other Recreational Facilities

Roosevelt Park, a 208 acre county park, is located within Edison, -off
Route 1 between Parsonage Road and Grandview Avenue. The facilities
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of the park, including play equipment, lake, stadium, tennis courts, and
picnic equipment, are available to township residents. The county sponsors
a wide variety of activities in the park, including plays and concerts during
the summer and ice-skating and sledding in the winter. The Kiddie-Keep-
Well Camp, Scout areas, Roosevelt Hospital and the Cerebral Palsy Center
are also located there.

The state maintains a 30 acre park and a small museum at Edison
Tower off Route 27 on Christie Street. Admission is charged to visit the
museum. The grounds, however, are not available for recreation or picnics.

Two private country clubs with golf courses and many private swim
clubs are located in the township.

Division of Recreation

The Division of Recreation, located at 2965 Woodbridge Avenue, is
responsible for a year-round program of recreational activities for resi-
dents. The division has the powers and duties of a Board of Recreation
Commissioners as authorized by state law.

Personnel

The division is headed by the Supervisor of Recreation. His staff in-
cludes assistant supervisors, a summer supervisor, playground supervisors,
playground instructors, a clerk, a handicraft worker and a special events
worker.

Summer Playground Program

Edison Township operates 35 playgrounds for eight weeks during the
summer. Their hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays.
Each playground has a supervisor assisted by other personnel, according
to the size of the playground. Activities include baseball, softball, singing,
dramatics, and arts and crafts. There is an annual “kiddies’ day” and a
junior olympics with all playgrounds participating. Tennis instruction is
given at five all-purpose courts. In addition, the division sponsors trips to
professional sport events and other places of interest. In 1970, a total of
5,000 children registered for the playground program.

Other Activities

The division assists in the operation of Little League baseball, a base-
ball junior league for boys aged 13-15, a senior league for boys 16-21;
basketball divisions for boys 10-15, a senior division age 15-21, a men’s
division, a division for junior and senior high school girls; a Pop Warner
Football League consisting of five teams; women’s, girls’, men’s and junior
softball leagues, and a bowling league.

The division also sponsors a student theater workshop, which presents
children’s plays, a golf tournament, a ham radio club and a model airplane
club, fencing instruction, adult classes in ceramics, leather and copper
tooling, bridge and other fields according to interest shown, and two senior
citizens groups.

An all-purpose court suitable for tennis, basketball, volleyball, and
ice-skating, is located on Woodbridge Avenue behind the Recreation Di-
vision Building. Other ice-skating facilities are located at Hilltop Play-
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Elections

General Election First Tuesday after the first Monday in November.
Elections for national, state, county, and local officials and referenda on
public questions are held at the November election. The only municipal
officials elected in Edison are the Mayor and seven Councilmen, all elected
at large. They are elected in the odd-numbered years, for four-year terms.
The Mayor and three Councilmen are elected at one election, and the other
four Councilmen at the General Election two years later.

Primary Election Generally first Tuesday after first Monday in June.
The Primary is an election to:
nominate party candidates to be on the General Election ballot,
elect county committeemen and committeewomen from their respective
election districts,
elect state committee members in gubernatorial years,
elect delegates and alternates to the national party conventions in
Presidential years.

Only the Republican and Democratic parties participate in the New Jersey
Primary Election, which is a “closed” Primary. Minor party and inde-
pendent candidates do not take part in the Primary; however, to appear
on the General Election ballot, they must file petitions before the Primary
Election deadline.

In Edison, party candidates for Mayor and Council are nominated at the
Primary Election. Edison’s party candidates are placed on the primary
ballot after they file petitions with the Township Clerk, 40 days before
the Primary Election. Petitions must be signed by registered voters of
Edison, in numbers equal to at least one-half of one percent of the number
of votes cast at the last General Election. Citizens may sign as many pe-
titions as there are offices open. Candidates receiving the majority of votes
in each party’s Primary Election are placed on the ballot for the General
Election, as the official party candidates. Local independent candidates’ pe-
titions must be filed with the County Clerk 40 days before the Primary
Election. Their petitions must also be signed by registered voters of Edison,
in numbers equal to at least one-half of one percent of the votes cast at
the last General Election. -

To vote in the Primary Election, the voter designates, at the polls, the
political party in whose Primary he wishes to vote. He is thereafter con-
sidered a member of that party and may not vote in the Primary Election
of the other party until he has refrained from voting in two Ssuccessive
Primary Elections.

REGISTERED VOTERS AND VOTES CAST, EDISON, N.J.

Year Type of Election Votes Cast Registered Voters Percent Turnout
1968  Presidential 25,951 30,220 85%
1969 Local and
Gubernatorial 22,:511 30,530 73 %
1970  Congressional 19,736 29,623 66%

1971  New Jersey Legislative
and local 31.257



Voter Registration

Registration is required in order to vote in New Jersey.

To register a prospective voter must be:

a citizen of the United States
who, at the time he applies

resides in the district in which he expects to vote
who will, at the time of the next ensuing election,

be 18 years old or more,

have resided in New Jersey for six months,

in the county for 40 days

(except for federal elections, when the residency requirement is 30
days) and who is not an idiot nor insane nor disqualified as a criminal.
Note: Attendance at a college, confinement to a hospital, institution or

jail, or military assignment do not in themselves establish residence.

How to register: In person, at
the Middlesex County Board of Elections,
313 State Street, Perth Amboy
or County Administration Building, New Brunswick
the Office of the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, Edison
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. :
Special evening hours for registration are held just prior to the 40 day
period preceding an election.
To register, the prospective voter signs a registration form, or makes a
mark.
If physically incapacitated, write the County Board of Elections, enclosing
a doctor’s affidavit.
Naturalized citizens must present their naturalization papers when they
register to vote.
No declaration of party preference is made at the time of registration.

When to register A prospective voter may register at any time of the
year during office hours; however, in order to vote in a specific election,
the prospective voter must be registered at least 40 days prior to that
election or 30 days in the case of a federal election.
Registration in New Jersey is permanent, but a voter must Re-Register if
he:
failed to vote at any election during four consecutive years,
moved to another county,
changed name by marriage, divorce, court decree
(If in the 39-day period before an election, may vote in that
election by signing both names.)
was disqualified as a criminal.

Moving within the county Voter must notify the Township Clerk or the
County Board of Elections on the form provided.
(If in the 39-day period before an election, he may vote in former
election district in that election by signing an affidavit concerning resi-
dence.) ;



Voting

Voting is in person, unless qualified for an absentee ballot. A sample bal-
lot is mailed to all registered voters eight days before Primary and General
Elections, giving polling place, hours, instructions for the use of the voting
machine, and listing the candidates for each office and the public questions.
Position of names and parties on the ballot is established by drawing lots.
There is space on the voting machine for “write-in’’ vote.

Absentee Ballots Apply for absentee ballots not less than eight days
(seven days for presidential elections) before the election, in person or
by mail to the County Clerk. The deadline for Military Absentee Ballots
may be waived. State serial number (if applicable), home address, address
to which ballot should be sent, and reason for request. Sign with same
signature used at polls. Ballot and instructions are mailed to the voter.
Absentee ballots must reach the County Election Board by the close of
Election Day. NO ONE RECEIVING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
SHALL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE AT HIS POLLING PLACE.

Civilian Absentee Ballot A registered voter may apply for a Civilian Ab-
sentee Ballot if voter is:

to be out of the state on Election Day,

physically incapacitated (including blindness or pregnancy),
observing a religious holiday,

a student residing at school.

Residents who have requested the Post Office to redirect mail to another
address during the time of mailing sample ballots, should inform the
County Board of Elections because sample ballots cannot be forwarded.

Military Service Ballot This absentee ballot may be used, whether reg-
istered or not, if you are qualified to vote and are:

a person in the military service or his spouse or dependent,

a patient in a veterans’ hospital,

a civilian attached to or serving with the Armed Forces out of this
state or his spouse or dependent residing with or accompanying
him. ;

A friend or relative may make application for you by applying to the
County Clerk. Ballot and instructions are mailed to the voter.

Presidential Ballot A registered voter moving from the state or to another
county may use an Absentee Presidential Ballot to vote at his former ad-
dress for President and Vice-President ONLY, if unable to establish resi-
dence requirements at his new address.

New Resident’s Presidential Ballot A new resident of New Jersey, meet-
ing all requirements for voting except the six-month residence by the time
of the election, may use a New Resident’s Presidential Ballot to vote ONLY
for President and Vice-President. An affidavit of residence must be filed
with the County Clerk or Township Clerk at least 30 days prior to election,
at which time the voter receives an application for the ballot. Voting in
subsequent elections requires permanent registration.



Administration of Elections

District Board of Elections Four members, two Democrats and two Re-
publicans, for each election district, are appointed by the County Election
Board upon recommendation of the municipal party committee for a term
of one year. Members of the District Election Board are not required to
live in the district where they serve. The District Board of Elections con-
ducts the elections at the polling place. In 1971, there were 49 election
districts in Edison. Between 500 and 600 registered voters should reside
in each election district. The Municipal Council establishes the boundaries
of the election districts, after recommendation by the Township Clerk.
The Township Clerk is the chief Elections Officer for Edison Township.

County Board of Elections Two Democrats and two Republicans are ap-
pointed by the Governor upon nomination by party officials, for two-year
terms. The County Election Board sets up the machinery for voting and
is responsible for the administration of the elections and has the authority
to settle controversial questions connected with elections. The County
Clerk, elected for a five-year term, assists in the administration of elections.

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES IN GOVERNMENT

VOTING ADDRESS REPRESENTATIVES
Government Political Party
Local Election District committeeman
committeewoman
Edison Mayor Municipal Party
seven Councilmen Committee
Middlesex County seven Freeholders County Party
Committee

New Jersey
7 B State Assembly District

7th State Senatorial District

United States
15th Congressional District

two Assemblymen from State Party Committee

district and one
at-large from County

three State Senators

Governor

one member of House
of Representatives

two United States
Senators

President and
Vice-President

one committeeman
and one committee-
woman from each
county

National Party Committee
one committeeman
and one committee-
woman representing
the state party
organization

National Party Conven-
tion—delegates and
alternates elected
at the Primary.




Children participating in the summer recreation program at Hilltop playground
take time out to pose for a picture.

Photo courtesy of Edison Recreation Department

ground on Grandview Avenue, at the playground at Marshall School, at
Hi Woods Playground on West Grant Avenue, and opposite Edison High
School.

Classroom gyms, and cafeterias at the junior high schools are open
Wednesday evenings for teen social and recreational activities.

Division of Health

The Divisions of Health and Welfare occupy the Edison Health Cen-
ter, 80 Idlewild Road.

The executive official of the Division of Health is the municipal Health
Officer who is licensed by the state. He has supervision over all officers
and employees of the Board of Health and enforces local health ordinances
and the state sanitary code. In January of 1970, the Metuchen Board of
Health affiliated with the Edison Division of Health, making all services
available to the residents of both communities.

Board of Health

State law requires every municipality to have a Board of Health. The
Edison Board of Health is comprised of the seven members of the Munici-
pal Council. State law directs local boards to enforce the state sanitary
code, and enact ordinances and prescribe penalties necessary for the pro-
tection, preservation, and promotion of the public health. The Board of
Health meets the 4th Wednesday evening of the month in the Municipal
Building, immediately following the meeting of the Municipal Council.
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Edison Health Code

In 1961 the Edison Board of Health passed a comprehensive health
code. It regulates most conditions of health, such as environmental sanita-
tion, which includes sewerage, garbage, water supply, pollution, swimming
pools and nuisances; communicable diseases, dog control, food establish-
ments, motels, apartment buildings and trailers. In 1970, the Board adopt-
ed an Air Pollution Code with penalties of $5 to $500 and/or up to 30
days. The township also has a clear packaging ordinance for fish, poultry
and meat.

Personnel and Duties

Edison’s Health Officer performs all the administrative duties of the di-
vision; enforces the health code and the state sanitary code; conducts inspec-
tion of food establishments, dairies, water supplies, and septic tanks; ana-
lyzes water and milk; supervises weed control; supervises nurses; con-

ducts the annual dog census, prosecutes violators and promotes public
health.

In addition, he also acts as the Registrar of Vital Statistics. He keeps
records of births, deaths, and marriages, and issues licenses or certificates
concerning them.

Personnel employed by the division are: Health Officer-Registrar, of-
fice supervisor, two administrative secretaries, one senior administrative
secretary, deputy registrar, three sanitary inspectors, two field investiga-
tors, two part-time veterinarians, municipal dog warden, eight public
health nurses, five part-time physicians, two school dentists, and other
part-time personnel as the need arises.

The public school health program is conducted by the Board of Ed-
ucation and is included in their budget. See “Schools” chapter, Health
Services.

Dog Warden

In view of the increased demand for animal services, a Municipal
Animal Shelter has been constructed. The shelter is located on Talmadge
Road at the junction of Edison and South Plainfield. Twenty-four hour
service is maintained by the dog warden and his full-time staff. The Ani-
mal Shelter has its own vehicle and is self-sustaining through licenses, fees
and fines.

Edison Health Center

The Edison Health Center, 80 Idlewild Road, was opened in Decem-
ber, 1960. The Health Center provides offices for the Divisions of Health
and Welfare; Baby-Keep-Well Station; examining room; Audiometric Test-
ing Room and a laboratory.

The division offers examinations, immunizations and guidance for in-
fants and pre-school children who cannot otherwise obtain these services;
preventive inoculations, including those needed for overseas travel; fe-
male cancer detection clinics; audio-visual screening; and tuberculosis
skin testing. Applications for the dental clinic at John F. Kennedy Com-
munity Hospital are available and are processed at the Health Center.
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Other Health Services

The division furnishes the medical and nursing service in all five pa-
rochial schools located in Edison, as well as the health supervision pro-
grams in nursery schools, and is responsible for all communicable disease
investigations. Programs such as flu immunization and diabetes detection
are provided for the senior citizens.

The Edison Mobile Health Unit, a remodeled house trailer, was of-
ficially put into operation in April, 1965, and is housed at the Health
Center. The trailer is self-sustaining and is permanently connected to a
vehicle so that if any major emergency arises which might require medical
facilities on the site, the unit could be moved out and utilized for that pur-
pose. The trailer is also used for Baby-Keep-Well and mass immunization
programs. This Mobile Health Unit was one of the first of its kind in New
Jersey.

The Mobile Unit has a schedule of stops in various areas of Edison,
serving residents who are unable to attend the Health Center clinics due
to transportation difficulties. The cooperative efforts of the division and
the John F. Kennedy Community Hospital have made available a Pre-
and Post-Partum follow-up program, glaucoma detection and Family Plan-
ning Clinics. ~

Future plans for the Division of Health are to construct a new Health
Center on James Street adjacent to John F. Kennedy Community Hospital.

Hospitals

There are five private hospitals in the area: Middlesex General, New
Brunswick; St. Peter’s General, New Brunswick; Perth Amboy General,

A young patient in the pediatric ward of John F. Kennedy Community Hospital.
Photo courtesy of John F. Kennedy Community Hospital
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Perth Amboy; Muhlenburg, Plainfield; and John F. Kennedy Community
Hospital, Edison.

John F. Kennedy Community Hospital

Founded in 1967, this non-profit community hospital provides general
hospital services. The 205 beds presently available to patients include 165
beds for medical-surgical patients, six beds in the Intensive Care Unit,
four beds in the Coronary Care Unit, twelve in pediatrics and eighteen
obstetric beds.

The $6 million hospital was financed by federal funds and by the citi-
zens, businesses, and industries of the Edison-Metuchen-Woodbridge area.

Since its inception, the hospital has been operating at nearly 98 percent
capacity, averaging some 10,000 in-patients each year and a total of
27,000 out-patients annually.

The hospital merged in 1970 with the Middlesex Rehabilitation Center
now located in North Brunswick. This merger will result in a $12,868,000
construction project expanding the existing facilities into a 415 bed Total
Health Care Complex. Included in the new structure will be expanded
general hospital services, rehabilitation and extended care facilities.

County Health Camp

The Kiddie-Keep-Well Camp, located in Roosevelt Park, Edison, is a
health camp for underprivileged boys and girls of Middlesex County. It
is conducted in July and August. The camp is financed by county, munici-
pal, and private contributions. When needed, the Health Department pro-
vides transportation to the camp.

Cerebral Palsy Center

A Cerebral Palsy Center, maintained by the United Cerebral Palsy As-
sociation of Middlesex County, is situated in Roosevelt Park. The three
acres of land are leased from the county for 99 years. The Cerebral Palsy
Association is supported by the United Fund, and by private gifts in non-
fund communities. Thirty-five thousand dollars in labor and materials
were donated toward the building which was erected in September, 1961.

The building contains eight classrooms, therapy rooms, four offices,
an auditorium and other facilities. The program at the Center combines
the techniques of medical science, psychology, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy and speech therapy. The Edison Township school system
staffs and administers classes in the specially equipped schoolrooms. More
than 80 students from Middlesex County attend the center with each dis-
trict paying tuition prorated for the number of children attending.

Division of Welfare

The Division of Welfare, an agency of the municipal government, is
governed by a Local Assistance Board. The Board is composed of three
members appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the Council. The
members serve staggered terms of four years. The Division of Welfare

is supervised by a director who is appointed by the Local Assistance
Board. ‘
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Functions

The County Welfare Department provides public assistance to families
with dependent children, the working poor, the blind and medically dis-
abled, and the aged. The primary function of the Local Division of
Welfare is to provide assistance in such cases only until an individual’s
eligibility for county assistance is determined.

The local division, in granting assistance, cooperates with federal,
state, county, and local government agencies, and receives reimbursement
from the state in an amount equal to 75 percent of the amount spent on
local cases.

In order to receive local assistance, applicants must be state residents
for a minimum of two years, and township residents for at least one year.
When out-of-state residents are granted aid by the local division, the state
reimburses the local division 80 percent of the amount spent on a case.
State residents living in Edison for less than a year receive assistance from
local welfare, but it is reimbursed by the New Jersey municipality where
the recipient formerly resided. Eligible persons may receive local assistance
on a budget deficit basis for living expenses, food stamps, medical services,
and other necessary expenses. The division also supervises court orders in
child care and desertion cases.

In 1970, the local welfare division assisted 57 cases, a total of 82
people. In 1971, Edison Township allocated $10,000 for local assistance
to be granted in accordance with the State Aid Agreement.

Assistance to special cases of need such as the blind or foster child
care, is available through a variety of programs offered by the state.
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9
Planning and Zoning

Planning Board

As authorized by the New Jersey Municipal Planning Enabling Act,
the municipal government in 1947 passed an ordinance creating a Plan-
ning Board to carry out the following functions:

to prepare a master plan for the orderly growth of the township;

to act as Zoning Commission in determining the use of land in the
township, by recommending to Council the division of land into
specified zones, and zoning ordinance changes;

to be the official agency for administering the provisions of the Land
Subdivision ordinance.

In Edison, the Planning Board consists of nine members: the Mayor;
a member of Council, appointed by the Council; a municipal official ap-
pointed by the Mayor; and six citizen members appointed by the Mayor
with the consent of Council. These members may not hold any other mu-
nicipal office, except that one may be a member of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, and one may be a member of the Board of Education.

Terms of Office

Terms of the Mayor and the municipal official shall terminate at the
end of the Mayor’s official tenure. The term of the councilman shall cor-
respond with his official tenure. The public members shall serve for stag-
gered terms of six years. All members serve without compensation.

Staff and Advisors

The Planning Board engages a secretary and an attorney, both of whom
attend all meetings and receive compensation. The Zoning Officer, who is
the Building Inspector, and the Township Engineer serve as advisors in
addition to their regular duties in the Department of Public Works. The
Planning Board also hires professional experts to advise it and to assist
in the preparation and revision of the master plan. Edison also cooperates
with the Middlesex County Planning Board to foster regional planning co-
ordination.

Budget

The Planning Board receives its monies from the municipal budget
which is prepared by the Mayor and approved by the Council. In 1971,
the Planning Board was allotted $13,225 for salaries and other expenses.

Meetings

Meetings are held in the Municipal Building on the third Wednesday
of each month at 8 p.m. The chairman may call special meetings when
needed.

Land Subdivision Ordinance
This ordinance was passed by the municipal government in 1954 and
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revised in 1962. It sets regulations and standards for approval of the sub-
division of land in Edison, under the New Jersey Municipal Planning Act
of 1953.

Procedure: The owner of a piece of property submits a sketch plat or
map of the subdivision to the Planning Board for classification. The sub-
division committee classifies the plat as major or minor. A minor sub-
division is three or less lots on an approved street. A major subdivision
is more than three lots or any lots on an unimproved street.

If a plat is classified minor, and conforms to the zoning ordinance,
it is approved by the subdivision committee and accepted by the Planning
Board. The Building Inspector issues a building permit, and the owner
may proceed.

If the plat is classified major, the owner then submits to the Planning
Board a preliminary plat, containing details of the proposed subdivision.
After public notice, a public hearing is held. If approved by the Planning
Board, the builder has three years in which to file a final plat, incorporating
any changes required by the township on the preliminary plat. The builder
must install improvements such as streets, curbs, sidewalks and utilities,
and post a performance bond to insure their installations. Upon final ap-
proval, the Building Inspector is authorized to issue building permits. The
builder must record final plat with county recording officer within 90 days.

Appeal

Appeals may be made in writing, within ten days of any action by the
Planning Board, to the Municipal Council. After public notice and a public
hearing, the Council shall act to affirm or deny the Planning Board’s
action. Any party may also obtain a review of any action through the
courts.

Zoning Commission

Members of the Planning Board also act as the Zoning Commission.
The duties of the Commission are to recommend to Council an over-all
zoning plan for the township, and to carry out a continuing program of
administration, review, and revision of the zoning ordinance, to insure
that it conforms with the master plan.

LAND USE AND ZONING

Existing  Existing  Zoning According to
Land Use  Zoning 1968 Master Plan

Vacant 46.0% — —
Residential 20.4 45.1% 32.4%
Industrial 11.6 40.1 34.7
Roads, Railroa