
starts new

B o o k s  n o w  o f f e r e d  |  

i n T e l u g u l a n g u a g i

BY JOE TYRRELL
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

With a recent donation of-100; 
assorted volumes from the SalafcM 
harati Cultural Center, Edison h a s :. 
established the first collection in 
Telugu, a southern Indian 
guage, at any public library in i  
Garden State.

“We would like to offer lan­
guages as they are needed by ifce 
community," although that’s somj- ' 
thing that stretches resources; sad, 
Edison library Director Susan 1 
Krieger.

The library already has some : , 
volumes in Chinese and recently re- -J 
ceived a $2,000 donation to expand 
that collection. Through its mem­
bership in a library consortium,
“we get on loan from the Newark....
Public Library a rotating coljecton;' 
of books in Hindi,.Gitfarati 4  
Chinese,” Krieger said. fe- 1*

One-third of Edison’s pop' 
tion is foreign-bom,: according: 
the 2000 Census, so those cho:
Just scratch the surface, of the': 
guages spoken ip the township, the' 
librarian and other local officials 
said.

The township library has 
steadily expanding, adding 15;: 
books last year to bring the 1 
collection to. 262,112 volumes,k... 
Krieger said. And it does havetjt 
cataloger, Shu-Lan Simmons, who 
evaluates books to add to the 
existing foreign-language collec­
tions. ,

Starting a new language collge-*^ 
tion is daunting, though, partial* : 
larly because residents of other! 
ethnic groups might question-the j 
focus, Krieger said. That’s . wheje, 
donations become important, she! 
added.

And that’s where Gopala ftov-’ 
vali comes to. As president of thei 
Balabharati center, he’s" trying 
ensure that local children of Indiah' 
descent are able to participate“fii 
American society and in their’cul­
tural traditions. *

"Our children are growing Up-in 
[See LIBRARY, Page 31]
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a very rich atmosphere,” he said, i 
“and we wanted them to have the 
best of both worlds.”

Helping the library reflected the 
“American tradition of voluntary 
community service that we wanted 
to instill in our children,” but also 
provided an educational resource 
for readers of Telugu, primarily 
spoken in the Indian state of 
Andhra Pradesh.

He and other members of the 
cultural center donated a variety of 
books, Krieger said. This will en­
able the library to establish Telugu 
sections in its main branch on 
Plainfield Avenue and its North Ed­
ison branch on Grove Avenue.

“There’s an assortment: fiction 
and nonfiction, poetry, cookbooks, 
travel books and children’s books, 
the library director said.

“We would like to call for more 
children’s books,” Kowali said. 
“We’d like to be able to establish
an ‘Indian comer’in the library.”

That need not be limited to 
books in a handful of languages, he 
said. While the Balabharati center 
offers Saturday classes on the cul­
ture and language of Andhra Pra­
desh, that’s not intended to be ex­
clusionary, he said.

“Edison is a multicultural soci­
ety, and we wanted to be a part of 
that multicultural pride,” Kowali 
said. *'■,
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October 28, 2002

Dr. Gopala Kovvali, President 
Balabharati Cultural Center 
103 Timber Oaks Road 
Edison, New Jersey 08820

Dear Dr. Kowali:

On behalf of our library’s Board of Trustees, staff and patrons, I wish to extend 
our appreciation to you and the members of the Balabharati Cultural Center for your 
donation of books in the Telugu language. We are very pleased to be able to offer this 
collection to interested library patrons. And as you stated, “It’s also a symbolic way to 
introduce [the Telugu] culture to the mainstream Edison society.”

I really enjoyed attending the special inauguration of the collection held last 
month. It was a pleasure meeting members of your cultural center, seeing your slides of 
Andhra Pradesh and hearing the children sing Telugu songs. I also enjoyed sampling 
food from that region of India. I know that our Library Board President, Assistant 
Library Director and President of our Friends of the Library enjoyed themselves as well.

Thank you for your gifts: the lovely plate, framed picture and letter holder. It 
was very thoughtful of you to acknowledge me with these special mementos.

I will look forward to working with you in the future as we catalog the Telugu 
books and present them to the public.

Again, thank you for your interest in our library, as well as all of your time, 
consideration and effort.

Sincerely yours,

Library Director

SMK:hg
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LOCAL

ASIAN-INDIAN DIALECT

Edison celebrates 
donation of books
By RAVIYA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER

EDISON: Himantha Reddy has 
been living in the United States 
for 40 years and is happy to see 
books in his native tongue fi­
nally offered to the mainstream.

The Edison resident was 
joined by a crowd yesterday for 
ceremonies commemorating the 
donation of books written in Te- 
lugu, a southern Asian-Indian 
dialect, to the Edison Township 
Free Public Library at the Min­
nie Veal Community Center.

“It’s very good, especially for 
children,” Reddy said. “My 
granddaughter is here, she 
doesn’t speak Telugu, only Eng­
lish.”

Over 200 township residents, 
councilmen, library officials 
and members of cu ltu ra l 
groups, gathered at the commu- 

I nity center to celebrate the do- 
; nation of the books to the li- 
! brary.

Edison Mayor George Spa- 
| doro, Assemblyman Upendra 
j  Chivukula, D-Middlesex, Somer- 
! set, Union, and Councilman 

Parag Patel addressed the audi­
ence. The event was sponsored 
by the Balabharati Cultural 

, Center and the Telugu Fine 
Arts Society.

The Balabharati Cultural 
Center, a group dedicated to 
teaching the culture and lan­
guage of Andhra Pradesh, a 
state in southern India, donated 
approximately 100 books to the 
library.

Gopala Kovvali, president of 
the cultural center, said the 
group has been working on ac­
quiring the books for two 
months. Kovvali said the books 
were donated to the cultural 
center after a request was made 
to township and surrounding 
residents who had books in the 
language.

“Edison is a multicultural so­
ciety, and we wanted to be a 
part of the multicultural soci- 
ety,” he said.________________

The ceremony included a 
slide show depicting scenes 
from India and Kovvali ad­
dressed the importance of the 
books.

“The fact is, we want our chil­
dren to learn the best of both 
worlds,” Kovvali said to the au­
dience. “It’s also a symbolic 
way to introduce our culture to 
the mainstream Edison soci­
ety.”

Spadoro was enthusiastic 
about the introduction of the 
books into the library.

“This is a very important oc­
casion,” Spadoro said. “Today 
we are inaugurating our first 
foreign-language section.

“We live in a very small 
world today. .. Edison is one of 
the most diverse cities in the 
state of New Jersey and as 
mayor, I’m very proud of that,” 
he said.

Chivukula, an Asian-Indian 
and a Telugu, addressed the 
crowd in the language. The 
crowd responded with immedi­
ate applause. “It’s a pleasure to 
be an Asian-Indian,” Chivukula 
said, “but I’m very proud to be a 
Telugu person.”

Chivukula also felt the books 
were important to pass on the 
h eritag e  to the younger 
generation.

“It is good that we promote 
our language abroad and to our 
children so we can continue our 
cultural values and continue to 
be a part of mainstream soci­
ety,” he said.

The high point of the cere­
mony was the symbolic dona­
tion of the books, with Chivu­
kula handing a wrapped 
package of books to Spadoro, 
who cut the ribbon and un­
wrapped the books.

Murty Bhavaraju of Parsip- 
pany donated 700 books to the 
Balabharati Cultural Center. 
“These are old books that depict 
the culture of the Telugus,” he 
said.

Bhavaraju said the books will 
be an influence on the coming 
generation.

“I think right now, the books 
are for the adult community,” 
he said. “But it gives the atmos­
phere to the children as they 
grow up in that environment.”

Kishore Dhara of Sayreville 
who has a six-month-old daugh­
ter, said there is more work to 
do.

“It’s great actually, but 
there’s a bigger task, and that’s 
to teach (the children) how to 
read Telugu,” he said.

Dhara agreed that access to 
books in Telugu was important 
to the exposure of his culture.

“If the books are in English 
and somebody browses through 
it. .. it’s more awareness,” he 
said. “I’d like to see how the cir­
culation is, that’s a measure of 
what we are doing.”

Virginia Comito, President of 
the Library Board of Trustees 
said, “it’s very heartwarming to 
see the Indian community do­
nating to our library.” Comito 
thanked the audience in Telugu. 
and they erupted in laughter 
and applause.

“I think it’s very indicative of 
our society today,” Susan 
Krieger, the library director 
said. “That we are welcoming 
more cultures into our society 
and our libraries.”

Aruna Kovvali, the wife of 
Gopala Kovvali, had a look of 
joy on her face after watching 
her daughter sing with a group 
in Telugu.

“I feel very happy and excited 
when the children performed 
today,” she said. “Though they 
are in the United States, they 
know that they are Indian, their 
parents hail from India and 
their roots are in India. They 
get to learn the best of both 
worlds, the American culture 
and the Indian culture.”

Raviya Ismail: (732) 565-7261; 
^na ihasm ail& lm U on^^^^^
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Edison library to include Indian-language books
By JONATHAN TAMAR I
STAFF WRITER

EDISON: The Edison Public 
Library’s collection will 
expand to include books 
written in an Indian lan­
guage this weekend, cour­
tesy of a recently founded 
Indian-American cultural 
organization.

The Balabharati Cul­
tural Center, which meets 
in Edison once a week to 
teach about the culture 
and language of Andhra 
Pradesh, a state in south­
ern India, will donate 
books written in Telugu, a 
local language, to inaugu­
rate a new section of the

library.
Hoping to turn the chil­

dren of Asian-Indian im­
migrants into “cultural 
ambassadors" and com­
munity volunteers, par­
ents founded the Indian 
cultural organization to 
teach youths about their 
heritage.

“All (the students) are 
children who are born and 
brought up here and go to 
schools here (and) are 
very well assimilated into 
the American society, but 
still have their interest in 
the Indian culture," said 
Gopala Kovvali, president 
of the cultural center.

“The parents want to edu­
cate them and want to 
give them the benefit of 
the best of both cultures."

Edison, with an Asian- 
Indian population of 28,597 
out of 97,887 township res­
idents, according to the

See Library, Page B2

■ From  Page B i  ,

2000 Census, has by far the larg­
est Asian-Indian community in 
Central New Jersey,

Koyvali, an Edison resident, 
helped found the cultural center 
with the idea of reaching out to 
the population in the township 
and surrounding municipalities 
such as Woodbridge, Metuchen 
and Piscataway,

The center has about 30 to 35 
students between the ages of 5 
and 14 who gather at the Minnie 
Veal Community Center in Edi­
son once a week for teaching J from volunteers and parents.

I
 The organization also plans to 

expand to include a “youth 
forum" to encourage children 13 
and older to volunteer in their 
municipalities,

•' The cultural center will pre- 
. sent its books, donated by mem­

bers of the local Asian-Indian 
community, to the library in a 
ceremony at 10 a.m. Saturday in 
the Minnie Veal Community 
Center. More information is 
available at www.blabhara- 
ti.org.

Jona than  Tam ari: (732) 
565-7347; e-mail $
jtamari@thnt.com

http://www.blabhara-ti.org
http://www.blabhara-ti.org
mailto:jtamari@thnt.com
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Balabharati Cultural Center
http://w w w .balabharati.oiB

Inauguration of Telugu language section in Edison public 
libraries.

1. Welcome.
2. U.S. and Indian National songs.
3. Slide show; Beauty of Andhra Pradesh -  A southern 

Indian state
4. Welcome the Mayor and inauguration of Telugu section by 

the Mayor.
5. Welcome Assemblyman Chivukula followed by his speech.
6. Donation of first book to the library by Assemblyman. 

Upendra Chivukula followed by senior community leaders 
and children.

7. Response from the Director of the Edison Public libraries.
8. Presentation of Mementos to the dignitaries.
9. Telugu songs by Children and Mrs. Kiranmayi.

10. Vote of thanks.
11. Indian National Anthem.
12. Refreshments.

September 28,2002.10 AM-Nooa.

6I9SS82806 ‘ON XVi H 3 P 3 S 3 P I 5  WV 98:11 NOfl £0-86-

http://www.balabharati.oiB
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| Date_____ Sept. 20, 2002______________
| Number ofpages including cover sheet 1

FROM: Susan M. Krieger
Library Director 
Edison Twp. Public Library 
340 Plainfield Avenue 
Edison, NJ 08817

Phone (732) 287-2298, ext. 222
FaxPhone (732)819-9134________

n  Reply ASAP □  Please Comment

Here are the library officials who will be attending the program on September 28th:

Mrs. Virginia M. Comito, Library Board President

Mrs. Susan M. Krieger, Assistant Library Director

Ms. Molly Davis-Bright, Assistant Library Director

Ms. April Cormaci, President, Friends of the Edison Public Library

I have invited several other library staff members as well, but they are not sure if they can 
attend. I will let you know.

F A X
TO: Dr. Gopala Kovvali

Phone
Fax Phone c/o Fax (732) 235-8651

REMARKS: □  Urgent 1X1 For your review
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To
Mr. George A. Spadoro
Mayor
Edison, NJ

Dear Mayor spadoro,
My name is Gopala K ow ali. I live in Edison. We have recently founded an Indian 
Cultural center, registered as Balabharati Cultural Center, in Edison with a view  to 
impart Indian culture and languages to children. As a part o f  those efforts, we are 
conducting Telugu language classes on evety Saturday.

Telugu is a language spoken in a southern state o f India, Andhra Pradesh. This language 
was described as Italian o f  the East by a British scholar Sir C.P. Brown. There are several 
unique aspects o f  the language and culture o f Andhra Pradesh. In N ew  Jersey and 
especially Edison, there are several families that speak Telugu language.

j 0 o ^ '  I pm

We have requested Edison public library to create a section for Telugu language and Ms. 
Susan M. Krieger, Library Director has agreed to do so. The section w ill be inaugurated 
on September 28* 2002. I want to invite you to the function as a ch ief guest and 
inaugurate the section. We are also happy to mention that Assemblyman Chivukula will 
be the guest o f honor.

Sincerely,

Dr. Gopala K ow ali
President, Balabharati Cultural Center

*y o '* -  - f a
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EDISON
N e w  Jersey

T E L E F A C S IM IL E  T R A N S M IT T A L  FORM

P L E A S E  FORWARD A TTA CH ED  DOCUM ENT: 

T O : ____________

S E N D IN G  A D D R E SS

D A T E : _
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- . - F R E E  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y
340 PLAINFIELD AVE., EDISON, NEW JERSEY 08817 E D I S O N

N e w J e r s e y

F A X | Date_____ July 10, 2002_____________
I Number o f pages including cover sheet 1

TO: Dr. G opal a Kovvali, PhD.

Phone (732) 235-8683
Fax Phone (732) 235-8651

FROM: Susan M. Krieger
Library Director 
Edison Public Library 
340 Plainfield Avenue 
Edison, NJ 08817

Phone (732) 287-2298, ext. 222
Fax Phone (732) 819-9134________

REMARKS: ED Urgent [X] For your review 01 Reply ASAP Q  Please Comment

In order to process the books written in Telugu, we need the following information for each 
book:

1) Title
2) Author
3) Publisher
4) Place of publication
5) Number of pages
6) ISBN number, if available
7) Subjects:

- If fiction, please indicate.
- If non-fiction, please tell what the subjects are (history, cookery, essays,

poetry, etc.).

The Main Library's meeting room would be available for a reception all day on Sept. 28th, and in 
the afternoon after 1:00 p.m. on October 5th.

I will be away on vacation from July 17th until August 1st. Feel free to contact me before or 
after those dates to further discuss this project. I am looking forward to meeting you.
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COUNTY O F MIDDLESEX 
287-2298

July 2, 2002

Dear Mr. Gopala Kovvali:

The following is the information that is absolutely 
necessary for every book, magazine, audio and video 
cassette that is donated to the Edison Public Library.
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This information is absolutely necessary:

1) Title
2) Author
3) Publisher
4) Place of publication
5) Number of pages
6) ISBN, if available
7) Subjects:

- If fiction, please indicate
- If non-fiction, please tell what the subjects are 

(history, cookery, essays, poetry, etc.)
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To
Susan M, Krieger 
Director
Edison Main Library 
340 Plainfield Avenue 
Edison, N.J. 08817 
(732) 287-2298

Dear Susan M. Krieger,
It was very nice speaking with you this after noon regarding establishing a section for one 
o f the Indian languages, Telugu in your libraries, Thank you very much for receiving the 
idea positively and I assure you that you w ill receive fUll cooperation from m e and others 
in our community.
Telugu is a language spoken in a southern state o f  India, Andhra Pradesh. This language 
was described as Italian o f the East by a British scholar Sir C.P. Brown. There are several 
unique aspects o f  the language and I will be very happy to present to you some o f  diem  
when we meet.
In New Jersey and especially Edison, there are several families and that speak Telugu 
language. I think that it w ill be nice to have a section for this language in libraries in New  
Jersey and with your efforts Edison could be the first to do that.

I am very happy to tell you that wc have recently founded a cultural cento* to teach 
children Indian culture and languages and we conduct Telugu language classes every 
Saturday. You can get some more information about Telugu language in our web site 
http://www.balabharati.org.

W e want to request your library to create a section for holding books in this language.
W e w ill donate books, magazines, audio and video cassettes. If you have any questions 
please contact m e and I look forward to working with you on this project If 1 can be o f  
any help to your library, please do not hesitate to ask.

Edison 
NJ 08820 
(908) 822 2324 
kowali@ mindspring.com

6 199SE2806 ‘ON Mi H O m S H r o  nHX 20 -L Z -N D f

http://www.balabharati.org
mailto:kowali@mindspring.com
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Edison library to include Indian-language books
By JONATHAN TAMAR I
STAFF WRITER

EDISON: The Edison Public 
Library’s collection will 
expand to include books 
written in an Indian lan­
guage this weekend, cour­
tesy of a recently founded 
Indian-American cultural 
organization.

The Balabharati Cul­
tural Center, which meets 
in Edison once a week to 
teach about the culture 
and language of Andhra 
Pradesh, a state in south­
ern India, will donate 
books written in Telugu, a 
local language, to inaugu­
rate a new section of the

library.
Hoping to turn the chil­

dren of Asian-Indian im­
migrants into “cultural 
ambassadors” and com­
munity volunteers, par­
ents founded the Indian 
cultural organization to 
teach youths about their 
heritage.

“All (the students) are 
children who are born and 
brought up here and go to 
schools here (and) are 
very well assimilated into 
the American society, but 
still have their interest in 
the Indian culture," said 
Gopala Kovvali, president 
of the cultural center.

“The parents want to edu­
cate them and want to 
give them the benefit of 
the best of both cultures."

Edison, with an Asian- 
Indian population of 28,597 
out of 97,687 township res­
idents. according to the

See Library, Page B2
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2000 Census, has by far the larg­
est Asian-Indian community in 
Central New Jersey.

Koyvall, an Edison resident, 
helped found the cultural center 
with the idea of reaching out to 
the population in the township 
and surrounding municipalities 
such as Woodbridge, Metuchen 
and Piscataway.

The center has about 30 to 35 
students between the ages of 5 
and 14 who gather at the Minnie 
Veal Community Center in Edi­
son once a week for teaching 
from volunteers and parents. 
The organization also plans to 
expand to include a “youth 
forum" to encourage children 13 
and older to volunteer in their 
municipalities.

The cultural center will pre­
sent its books, donated by mem­
bers of the local Asian-Indian 
community, to the library in a 
ceremony at 10 a.m. Saturday in 
the Minnie Veal Community 
Center. More information is 
available at www.blabhara- 
ti.org.

Jonathan Tamari: (732) 
565-7347; e-mail $
jtamari@thnt.com

http://www.blabhara-ti.org
http://www.blabhara-ti.org
mailto:jtamari@thnt.com

