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■  The 
director of 
the Thomas 
Alva Edison 
Memorial 
Tower and 
Menlo Park 
Museum, 
Jack Stanley 
devotes 
himself to 
uncovering 
the secrets c 
the
township’s
namesake.
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MARK R. SULLIVAN 
Chief photographer

STAFF WRITERBy FRANCIS CARROLL

ACK STANLEY is more than a w alking encyclopedia of 
knowledge about Thomas A lva Edison. H e’s also a w alking  
“Behind the M usic” - episode on the m an who firs t 
recorded sound.
ector of the Thomas Alva Edison Me- son’s son Theodore, who also was an inven-
Tower and Menlo Park Museum tor. Stanley first met him in West Orange
ill the personal details., demons and when he was 19. Much of his research since
Times dirty — secrets of the cardan- has come from interviewing people who 
inventor. knew and worked with Edison and from
s because this historian has a true reading the in ventor’s personal papers.
: for his subject, one he can trace “It’s such a rare experience to be so close
the second grade. when you study history,” he says. “Just a
brief lesson in class that year, 1964, handshake away.” 
not enough for the 7-year-old from r ; “1 basically educated myself,” says Stan- 
21 mus. He begged: his parents to take ley. who studied briefly at two colleges but
m to see Edison’slaboratory and fac- does hot hold a degree. “When you have a 
hry in West Orange; ' passion for something, you go beyond the or-

“For the first time, I got to see one dinary. I studied him from people and places 
. of those old phonographs work. to bodily functions.”

and that just got me,” says the He detests those who study a subject for
i now 44-year-old man, looking just a matter of months and then then write
k  the part of a scholar in his a book about it. Stanley is hoping to one day

crisp dark suit and glasses. write the definitive work on Edison. To that
“ft hit me like a ton of end, he’s already accrued 18 binders and

t^Yfoks. I thought this was counting — full of notes.
W* / ! the neatest thing in the Stanley’s love of Edison’s phonograph and

'M. world,” old wax-cylinder recordings of music stem
fw  'fL Edison is so intrigu- in part from his own love of song. He ful-
J|; ing because he was so filled one of his life’s dreams when he

m f j i  versatile and passion- worked for a decade as a professional
: ate in his work — a singer.

modern-day Leonardo His previous jobs include eight years as a 
da Vinci who lived house singer in a restaurant at the Meadow- 
right here in New Jer- lands Racetrack in the 1980s as part of a 

'  sey, Stanley says. quartet who sang barbershop and jazz. He
J f  “He was very much a then took his act to Main Street at Disney

renaissance man,” he World in Florida. He lasted about 18 months
d M l i  says. “He was foul- there, but performing the exact same show
' mouthed, dirty and knew every day took its toll, and he turned away
l l l » l l  more than his share of from singing.
; four-letter words. But He came back to New Jersey and went to

1 think of the influence he work as a historical interpreter at the Edi-
ilis ltlb  had on everyone’s life.” son National Historic Site in West Orange.

Stanley’s greatest thrill His friend, renowned opera singer Jerome 
■  was learning about his Hines, facilitated Stanley’s hiring in Edison 
aPPfe* subject from someone who

knew him very well — Edi- See Wizard, PageG3

Philosopher and salesman —  not the same old songT o look at a map, you’d think Edison had its 
heart cut out of it, what with Metuchen 
plunked down in the middle of it.

But while Edison’s anatomy might be skewed, 
its heart is definitely there. You can see it in the 
faces and hear it in the voices of its people, some 
97,000-plus strong. The reporters, editors and pho
tographers who descended en mass on Edison on 
March 7, found plenty of heart, and on these 
pages, we hope to share that spirit with you.

Little do most people know that Mickey Duval 
replays ball games in his head as he delivers 
packages for UPS. The former player for the Cin
cinnati Reds has doffed his baseball cap and re
placed it with UPS brown. And lurking behind 
the mild-mannered demeanor of postal employee 
Ken Dowd is a rock ’n’ roil maniac.

The song of freedom rings loudly for Nelly Au, 
who came to this country to find freedom of belief 
and speech. She found that and more, including 
the freedom to fight for the rights of her former 
countrymen.

Two large physical complexes define large 
areas of Edison. One is the Raritan Center. We 
meet Joseph Cascio, the man wrho books all those 
shows — from garden shows to computer fairs to 
gubernatorial inauguration galas. And the other 
is Menlo Park Mall. Do kids still hang out there? 
You bet. Just ask 10-year-old Jacqueline Gold
berg, who chooses the mall to spend quality time 
shopping and snacking with Dad.

NAME: Eric Dabek.
HOME: Bridgewater.
AGE: 23.
FAMILY: Ig Dabek, father; 
Ig Dabek Jr., brother. 
OCCUPATION: Sales asso
ciate at Sam Ash, Edison.
FAVORITE MOVIES OR TV 
SHOW: “The Shawshank 
Redemption,” The Discov
ery Channel.
FAVORITE MUSICIAN: 
Mike Ness of Social Dis
tortion.
CURRENTLY READING OR 
FAVORITE BOOK: “H R.
Giger’s Retrospective 
1964-1984.”
FAVORITE MEAL: Pizza. 
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY
GUESTS: Cliff Burton of 
Metallica, John Lee 
Hooker, Leadbelly,
Muddy Waters.

By CHRIS JORDAN
S TA FF W R ITE R

T he call goes over the 
intercom at the Sam 
Ash music store on 

Route 27 shortly after 1 
p.m.

Gu itars, please pick up 
on line one! Guitars on line 
one!

Has a shipment of new 
Fenders arrived? Has Dave 
Navarro of Jane’s Addic
tion stopped by to replen
ish his guitar collection?

Nope. Just an interde
partment early-afternoon 
bagel run.

The salesmen at Sam 
Ash like to have a good 
time.

“It’s a fun environment 
here,” says guitar sales
man Marc Cardoso, 26, of 
South River. “Musicians 
are all very relaxed people

MARK R. SULLIVEN/Chief photographer

■  At Sam Ash music store, guitar specialist Eric Dabek works out on an Epiphohne 
guitar, “Unlike work, no one can tell you what to do (in playing the guitar). No one 
can tell you the right way of doing it and the wrong way of doing it,” he says.
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Another large installation in the township is 
the Job Corps facility located at the former Camp 
Kilmer. We’ll introduce you to 17-year-old Gabriel 
Almonte, who’s busy turning his life around at 
the residential training center.

Edison has, of course, one big hero — its 
namesake, Thomas Alva Edison. But another Edi- 
sonian, Jim Kooker, aspires to be like another fa
mous figure. Once dubbed “Attila the Hun,” the 
activist says he will not stop tracing his roots 
until he finds Genghis Khan on his family tree. 
He’s obviously not without a sense of humor.

— Anne Bendheim 
Special sections editor

/  T. Q

— or crazy if you want to 
call it that. We all got our 
senses of humor.”

Humor and a lot of musi
cal instruments and gear. 
There’s 25,000 square feet 
of stuff at Sam Ash, rang
ing from guitars to kazoos, 
turntables to trumpets.
The walls of the guitar sec
tion are adorned with the 
vibrant colors and sensual 
shapes of more than 100 
guitars.

Standing at his post in 
the guitar section is sales
man is Eric Dabek, 23, of 
Bridgewater, who’s been 
working at Sam Ash for 
about a year.

Dabek knows his music 
and is also ready to share 
his views on the music 
business.

He’s Sam Ash’s resident 
philosopher.

“The thing is, it’s just 
like any other retail place,” 
Dabek says. “You got a lot 
of egos to deal with. You 
have a lot of delusions of 
grandeur to deal with, and 
you have to deal with it be
cause all you’re doing is 
staring at the bottom rung, 
looking up.”

Most of the sales staffers 
at Sam Ash are also musi-

cians who have various 
jobs in the music industry 
outside the store.

Cardoso used to be in a 
Brazilian rock group of 
some note, and Carlos Pou, 
19, of Edison is a mobile 
DJ.

Pou, who works in the 
D J section of the store, 
uses modern technology to 
his advantage.

%

“If somebody has a re
quest, I type it in and ring 
it up on an MP3,” Pou 
says. “I did a bar mitzvah. 
I don’t know anything 
about Jewish music, but I 
went right on the Net, 
downloaded the song that 
they wanted, and that’s 
it.”

See Dabek, Page G3
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF EDISON

What’s hot, what’s not? Jacqueline tells all at the mall

Today Jacqueline (“Only my 
best friends call me Jacki”) is 
wearing items from her two fa
vorite mall stores. Her Limited 
Too gray short-sleeve shirt 
sports the appropriate slogan, 
“Dance is My Sport.” The heart 
necklace was a purchase by Dad 
from the accessories store, 
Afterthoughts.

A blue-and-gold elastic band 
holds back her black hair and 
black-rimmed glasses frame her

eyes. Multicolored socks line 
her gray-and-navy sneakers, 
and lime-green nail polish 
sparkles on her fingernails. Her 
ears are double-pierced.

“I don’t know what was 
wrong with my mom when she 
said I could get them,” says Jac
queline about the multiple 
holes.

In the preteen world of no

alarm clocks, Jacqueline is not 
sure what time her mother, 
Debbie Goldberg, wakes her on 
school mornings — maybe 6:45 
a.m. Then it’s off to Martin Lu
ther King Elementary School, 
where Jacqueline earned 
straight A’s on her last report 
card. Saying she likes all her 
classes, Jacqueline also says 
she played dodge ball in gym

and ate lasagna for lunch today.
But this was no run-of-the- 

mill day at school. Best friend 
Chetna Gangwani celebrated 
her 10th birthday, so Hostess 
doughnuts were served in the 
after-school program.

“I had the last one,” Jacque
line confesses about the white- 
powdered treats.

And in class — Jacqueline

doesn’t switch teachers yet and 
doesn’t want to — her friend 
Andrea, 9, got to use a “free 
seat” award and chose to sit 
next to Jacqueline. They talked, 
of course.

“Yeah, but we sit in the back 
of the room so . . .  ” says Jac
queline.

Tonight, “Family Guy” on 
Fox is on the TV agenda. Jac

queline says she has to go to her 
room at 9 p.m., but she can 
watch television in bed until
9:30 p.m.

Sharon Waters: (732) 565-7270; 
e-mail swaters@thnt.com
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GET A JOB, SHA-NA-MA-NA SHA-HA-NA-NA-NA

On a ‘pathway to excellence/ Almonte’s turning his life around

By SHARON WATERS
S TA FF W R ITE R

By RAVEN HILL
S TA FF W R ITE R

W earing a dark suit and 
tie, 17-year-old Ga
briel Almonte could 

be a walking ad for the Edison 
Job Corps Academy’sresidential 
employment training program.

Almonte’s personal philoso
phy seems steeped in the resi
dential employment-training 
program’s motto — “pathways 
to excellence” — as he stands 
next to a nearly 8-foot-tall dis
play featuring the academy logo 
— a brightly colored sunlit 
path.

In less than a year, the Jersey 
City native has completed his 
GED, learned business-technol
ogy skills and landed a part- 
time job with Edison Mayor 
George Spadoro.

Eight months ago, Almonte 
spent his days not doing much 
of anything — hanging out and 
drinking with friends and 
lounging at home watching tele
vision.

With a big push from his 
mother, Almonte decided to 
change his ways, especially 
when he realized that his youn
ger sister was heading down a 
similar road.

“I decided that I needed to 
straighten up, so if she follows 
something, she follows some
thing positive,” he says.

On this particular day, while 
the Job Corps Academy hosts 
group tours for potential stu
dents clad mostly in jeans and

last June, Almonte says he ex
pected to leave after completing 
his GED. But the longer he 
stayed, the loftier his goals be
came.

Now, he wants to attend col
lege and complete his computer 
certification. Most days are 
spent studying, he says.

“I don’t have time to do any

thing else,” he says.
Like other Job Corps Acad

emy residents, Almonte’s time 
is tightly structured.

The 530 students living at the 
former Camp Kilmer leave from 
and return to their sparsely de
corated dorm rooms at the same 
time each day.

They cannot return to the 
dorms while classes are in ses
sion for any reason, officials 
say. Roll call is taken each eve
ning.

The environment sharply 
contrasts with Jersey City, Al
monte says.

“It’s peaceful here. No one re
ally bothers you,” he says.

Almonte goes home each 
weekend, but he says he some
times has to readjust to his old 
surroundings.

“It’s like I have to get used to 
it again. It’s better that I stay 
away from home a little while 
longer.”

Raven Hill: (732) 565-7321

H omework and a hot dog 
fill the mind and body 
of 10-year-old Jacque

line Goldberg as she hangs at 
the Menlo Park Mall food court.

Fractions and lowest terms 
loom as two-thirds of the plain 
Nathan’s hot dog sit untouched 
and the half-full Nathan’s root 
beer begins to warm.

But the main mall mission 
has already been completed — 
acquisition of Michelle 
Branch’s “Spirit Room” CD 
from Record Town.

Branch is in; Britney’s out, 
Jacqueline declares.

“At first, (Britney Spears) 
was really good at singing, but 
now her clothes are disgusting, 
and she can’t sing,” Jacqueline 
explains.

The fourth-grader’s father, 
Jeff Goldberg, shelled out for 
the CD. The divorced father has 
traveled from his New York 
City home to spend the evening 
with Jacqueline, a weekly oc
currence supplemented with 
visits every other weekend.

The father time fits into a 
busy preteen schedule. Mon
days and Wednesdays are He
brew School, Fridays bring 
dance class in Metuchen, the 
sixth year Jacqueline has spent 
pursuing the jazz and ballet she 
loves.

■  Jacqueline Goldberg and her father, Jeff, share hot dogs and homework at Menlo Park Mall’s food court. Like the old town 
squares of yesteryear, the mall is a place where kids and parents can share conversation and fun.

sneakers, Almonte is steadily 
complimented by administra
tors on his professional dress.

“The mayor jokes that Ga
briel makes him look bad with 
the way he’s dressed,” says in
structor Brian Salter, who 
helped Almonte get his job 
doing computer work and ad
ministrative tasks in the may
or’s office.

When he arrived at Job Corps

JASON TO W LEN/Staff photographer

■  Gabriel Almonte looks like the poster boy for the Edison Job Corps Academy. A year ago, he was spinning his time watching 
television and drinking. Now, he’s aiming for college.

NAME: Jacqueline Gold
berg.
BIRTHPLACE: Edison. 
AGE: 10.
FAMILY: Mother is Debbie 
Goldberg, Edison; father
is Jeff Goldberg, New 
York City.
EDUCATION: Fourth- 
grader at Martin Luther 
King Elementary School. 
FUTURE OCCUPATION:
Singer, lawyer or teacher.
BEST ADVICE TO 
GROWN-UPS: “Let us pick
out our clothes.”
FAVORITE MOVIES OR TV
SHOW; “The Wedding 
Singer,” “Everybody 
Loves Raymond.”
FAVORITE MENLO PARK 
MALL STORES: Limited
Too, Afterthoughts 
FAVORITE WORD: “Awe
some — I love that word.” 
FAVORITE SONG: “All 
You Wanted,” by Michelle 
Branch.
FAVORITE BOOK: Sweet
Valley Junior High series. 
FAVORITE FOOD: Chinese
food.
FAVORITE VACATION:
Trip to Aruba with Mom.
FAVORITE PROFES
SIONAL SPORTS TEAMS:
Yankees, Giants, Knicks. 
HOBBIES: Dancing (jazz 
and ballet), singing, 
sports, ice-skating, roll
erblading.

NAME: Gabriel Almonte.
BIRTHPLACE: Jersey City. 
AGE: 17,
FAMILY: Father, Ivan; 
mother, Magdalena; 
brother, Jose; sister, 
Ivonne.
OCCUPATION: Student, 
part-time MIS technician 
for Mayor George Spa- 
dora.
EDUCATION: GED, Mid
dlesex Community Col
lege.
FAVORITE MOVIES OR TV 
SHOW: “Armageddon,” 
“U.S. Marshals.”
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: “Stay in 
school.”
CURRENTLY READING:
“Moby Dick.”
FAVORITE FOOD: Plant 
ains.
FANTASY VACATION: Can- 
cun.
HOBBIES: Playing pool, 
spending time with Dad, 
sleeping.

H o w  m u c h  i s  y o u r
A s k  t h e  E x p e r t s  f o r  a
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S e r v ic e s  P r o g r a m  H o m e o w n e r s  w h o  o u r  E d js o n  E x p e r t s  a s s is t  y o u  in  

c h o o s e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  f ; n c j j n g  y o u r  N e w  H o m e  

c r e d i t  d e c i s i o n  w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  o f

"W e  Sell M o re  Because  W e  D o  M o re "

Put our award winning 
Professionals to work

■■■/ ) .

A career in real estate may j 
; fee on your mind.

Give Fernando Gonzalez, 
Manager of the Edison 

Office, a call for a 
confidential interview.

Visit our website http://www.weichert.com/edison for more information about all our services

A P E X
PR O PE R T IE S

460 Main S t ,

C A L L  F O R

M A R K E T

A N A L Y S I S

Serving Middlesex, 
Mercer, Somerset 
& Union Counties

Independently 
Owned and Operated

We speak your language! 
22 International Languages Spoken.

m
R E A L T O R 8
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MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

M i S . Out of
0 0 0 8

0-626-3967

Look For Us 
on the Web 
www.century?!-apex.com

R E TIR E M E N T/
RELOCATION
D IV IS IO N

NATIONWIDE
REFERRAL
SYSTEM

• School Reports 
Available

• Single Family
Condo/Townhomes

mailto:swaters@thnt.com
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WIZARD: Stanley’s life’s work is putting the Thomas back in Edison

■  According to Jack Stanley, Edison the inventor could be nasty 
and opinionated. And from the looks of this picture, he could be 
cranky.

From Page G1

Township. Hines met Mayor 
George Spadoro and asked if the 
town was named for Thomas. 
When Spadoro said it was,
Hines told him he had to talk to 
Stanley.

“In 1999,1 got hired and took 
over this project putting the 
Thomas back in Edison,” he 
says.

It turned out to be quite a 
challenge.

When he came to the small 
museum on Christie Street — 
from outside it looks more like 
a gas-station garage than a mu
seum — there wasn’t all that 
much to see, he says. To him, 
the tiny two-room museum is 
claustrophobic, and it bothers 
him that the site of the world’s 
first industrial-research lab has 
been somewhat neglected.

“I want to rebuild Menlo Park 
because it needs it. It’s been ne
glected and forgotten,” he says. 
“It’s probably one of the best- 
known places and least-known 
places.”

Its obscurity shows in the fact 
that Stanley, one of Edison’s 
biggest fans for 35 years, only 
visited the museum for the first 
time 10 years ago.

“I called people and asked, 
‘Where is Menlo Park,’ and no 
one knew.”

About 60 percent of what is 
on display at the museum today 
has been added by Stanley in 
the last three years, and there’s 
more to come. He either has, or 
has been promised, about 700 
additional artifacts to fill a 
planned addition that will more 
than triple the size of the mu
seum and a proposed new two-

story facility to be started in a 
few years.

Stanley has more Edison pho
nographs set up in his large 
18-room house in Newark than 
can even fit in the current mu
seum. He bought his first at a 
yard sale when he was 12.

“I have about 6,000 record
ings, now, and 18 of those old 
phonographs at home, which I 
want to eventually put on dis
play here and bequeath to the 
museum,” he says.

NAME: Jack Stanley. 
BIRTHPLACE: Ridgewood. 
AGE: 44.
FAMILY: Single. 
OCCUPATION: Director of the 
Thornes Alva Edison Memo
rial Tower and Menlo Park 
Museum.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:
Lectures on history and 
music at high schools, librar
ies and colleges.
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Bee
tlejuice.”
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG

If he had his way, every “Wel
come to Edison" sign would 
read “The Birthplace of Re
corded Sound,” something he 
also would like to see on 
bumper stickers.

“West Orange has got every
thing, but the history is here,” 
he says. “There should be little 
monuments everywhere in the 
township. It’s like technology’s 
Gettysburg.”

In the past three years he’s 
brought some notoriety to the 
museum by recording 18 fa-

PEOPLE: “Never stop study
ing, and never give up on 
your dream.”
PEOPLE WOULD BE SUR
PRISED TO KNOW: He likes to 
write poetry and draw. 
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUESTS: John Adams, Harry 
Truman, John Barrymore, 
Abraham Lincoln and the 
Queen Mother Elizabeth.
WHY THOMAS EDISON 
WOULD NOT BE INVITED TO 
DINNER: “Because I know 
what he was like. He would 
not be a facilitator to the con
versation. He could be nasty,

mous voices — from former 
President Gerald Ford to actor 
Tony Randall — on Edison’s 
original wax cylinders using his 
own personal equipment. He 
has overseen the beginning of 
ongoing archaeological digs on 
the property, as well as the 
pending creation of a nonprofit 
corporation in order to step up 
fund-raising efforts.

His frequent appearances on 
television programs as an ex
pert on the history of recorded 
sound and radio also bring at
tention to the museum, and he

opinionated. He did not 
bathe, had problems with 
gas, chewed tobacco and had 
lots of dandruff.”
FAVORITE THOMAS EDISON 
FACTOID; He liked to make 
paper airplanes.
VOICE HE’D MOST LIKE TO 
RECORD: Queen Mother Eliz
abeth.
FAVORITE MEAL: Thai food. 
FANTASY OR FAVORITE VA
CATION: Australia and New 
Zealand. “It’s kind of un
spoiled.”
HOBBIES: Ocean-liner re
search, furniture restoration.

spends much of his work day at 
his desk in the municipal build
ing answering e-mail inquiries 
from all over the world. He also 
spends a lot of time researching 
historic documents stored in a 
vault at the municipal building. 
That research doesn’t stop with 
the work day.

“My life is this job,” he says. 
“At home, I do this.”

Frances Carroll: (732)
565-7260. E-mail fcar- 
roll@thnt.com

DABEK: Not the same old song
From Page G1

Working at Sam Ash has its 
advantages for a musician.

“You get totally bombarded 
with connections, which is a 
plus,” says Dabek, who sports 
wavy dark hair, a thin chin cur
tain on his jawline and a sti
letto beard. “A lot of people do 
the job but they’re stuck there. 
They start making some 
money, start buying some toys, 
and what they own winds up 
owning them.”

Dabek started playing guitar 
when his family moved from 
New Jersey to the “middle of 
nowhere” in Pennsylvania 
when Dabek was 12.

“It was culture shock — I 
needed something to do,” Dabek 
says. “I like it, too, because un
like work, no one can tell you 
what to do (in playing the gui

tar). No one can tell you the 
right way of doing it and the 
wrong way of doing it.”

When not at Sam Ash, Dabek 
lays down licks for R&B and 
hip-hop tracks at an area stu
dio. Trying to breath creativity 
into today’s music is an uphill 
battle, hq says.

“The problem with music 
now is that everything sounds 
the same,” Dabek says. 
“Granted, millions of dollars 
are being made, and people are 
getting rich, but you can’t take 
it with you when you die.”

Dabek enjoys the earthy 
sounds of crusty old blues — 
musicians like Muddy Waters 
or Leadbelly, who never made a 
million dollars.

“You always see people like 
Mariah Carey having a big 
breakdown,” Dabek says.
“She’s worth more than God. 
What the hell is she upset for?”

Music is good for many 
moods.

“Sometimes people don’t 
know what to do with them
selves anymore, and they’ll say, 
‘You know, I’m going to start 
playing guitar,’ ” Cardoso says. 
“We get a lot of people like that 
in here. If you’re doing some
thing that’s not bad for you, it’s 
constructive. It’s a good thing.
It can’t be bad. What bad can 
conie out of playing a guitar?”

While there are only a few 
customers scattered around the 
store by now, the after-school 
crowd will soon start to fill up 
floor space.

“We sell dreams, that’s what 
what we do here,” says man
ager Bobby Colonna, 46, of Se- 
caucus. “It’s basically a Toys ’R 
Us for people who are musically 
inclined.” ,

Chris Jordan: (732) 565-7275; 
e-mail cjordan@thnt.com.

DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

■  Ron Durlock of Metuchen always finds time to fish on a perfect day like this one. He’s trying 
to find “the big one” in the Roosevelt Park pond.

2600 WoodbrMgfs' Avenue 
Edison, New Jersey 

08818-3050

Learn  A b o u t:

Dual Adm ission Programs 
w ith  Four Year C o lleg es  

and U n iv e r s i t ie s

Q u a li fy in g  fo r  
F in a n c ia l A fd

Job O p p o r tu n it ie s  and 
C areer S e rv ice s

Support Program fo r  
S tuden ts  w ith  L e a rn in g  

D is a b i l i t ie s1 * 8S § MCC

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
7952 - 2002 • Fifty years of service

Looking for new business opportunities or to 
expand your market share? If so, join an 

organization dedicated to creating an attractive 
climate for business while maintaining the 

quality of life for Edison's residents.

email: edisonchamber@att.net 
phone: 732.738.9482 • fax: 732.738.9485

■

BRAND
NAMES AT
UNBEATABLE
PRICES!

A. 9-PIECE RETRO

Members Pay What The Store Pays!
I ’ tl I T T  Raritan Center, Edison, NJ 

? H JV a j  7 3 2 - 2 2 5 - 0 0 4 4
f l l  %  | | |lo ia l l lo m e 3-PIECE HOME OFFICE

-  COLLECTION
C om parab le  Value $2277

Save A Fortune 
Instead of Spending One!

UCC TotalHome® has over 750 brand name manufacturers and their 
authorized suppliers selling their merchandise direct to UCC TotalHome 
members with virtually no retail markup or middlemen cost. Act now to 
become a new member. This opportunity is available to consumers only.

No dealers!
Choose From Thousands of items 
Direct from Major Brand Names...

1 Home Furniture & Accessories 
1 Home Improvement & 

Hardware
1 Window & Wall Treatments 
1 Carpet & Floor Covering
> Lamps & Lighting
> Kitchen & Bath Cabinets, 

Fixtures & Accessories
• Living Room Furniture 
■ Dining Room
• Bedroom Furniture
• Infant & Youth Furniture

• Bedding & Mattresses
• Home Theater & Electronics
• Home Office
• Large & Small Appliances
• Place Setting & Cookware
• Lawn & Garden
• Outdoor Furniture
• Fitness & Sporting Equipment
• Jewelry & Giftware
• Artwork,..Sculpture 

& Collectibles
AND MUCH, MUCH, MORE!

4-Piece Leather 
Living Room Collection 

Comparable value $4188.89

$ 1 8 8 5
UCC MEMBER PRICE 

All items available individually.

DINING ROOM
C om parab le  Value $3,673.33

$1,653
UCC M e m b e r Price

Comparable UCC Price
Rectangle Table $608.89 $274.00
Side Chair (4) $280.00 $126,00
Arm Chair (2) $288.89 $130.00
Buffet $1,033.33 $465.00
Round Mirror $333.33 $150.00

•Mattress Not Included.

B. 5-PIECE 
CONTEMPORARY 

BEDROOM
C om parable  Value $4,500

$2,025*
UCC M e m b e r Price

Comparable UCC Price 
Dresser $1,068.89 $481.00
Oval Mirror $586.67 $264.00
Armoire $1,300.00 $675.00
Night Stand $420.00 $189.00
Queen Bed Complete $924.44 $416.00

C.o-PlcLE YOUTH
C om parab le  Value $2,909.22

$1,309.15
UCC M e m b e r Price

Trunk 
Dresser 
Locker 
Mirror 
Book Shelf 
Wardrobe 
Bunk Bed 
Night Stand

Comparable
$293.31
$466.67
$346.64
$120.00
$346.64
$586.67
$535.98
$213.31

UCC 
$131.99 
$210.00 
$155.99 
$54.00 
$155.99 
$264.00 
$241.19 
$95.99

Visit Our Website At:

w w w .ucctotalhom e.com *
$910.8ft

U CC  M e m b e r Price # ■

mailto:fcar-roll@thnt.com
mailto:fcar-roll@thnt.com
mailto:cjordan@thnt.com
mailto:edisonchamber@att.net
http://www.ucctotalhome.com
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SHAHIDA M ABBAS, MD 
SHALOM YABBOUDI, MD 
PAUL, ABEND, DO 
VfNODJ ABRAHAM, MD 
NANCY M ABRAMS. MD 
ABUHOZIEFA ABUBAKR, MD 
ANTHONY NACEU.O. DPM 
DANIEL ADDIS, DO 
NATHAN A ADES.MD 
KISHAN AGARWAL, MD 
PINKY AGAHWAL, MD 
SUSHMA A.GARWAL, MD . 
VINOD K AGGAPWAL. MD 
CH'KIE AGUR MD 
SAFIFTAHMAO, MD 
SHAHIDA'AHMED, MD 
SYEDF AHMED, MD 
PAUL M AHN, DO 
WILLIAM JA1NSLIE, MO 
WILLIAM SAIN SU E.M D 
DONALD AKEY, MD 
KENAN AKSU. DO 
MAHMO0D ALAM, MD 
ROZANA R ALAM, MD 
JAMES ALBANI, DT 
MICHAEL ALCANTARA, MD 
EDWARD A ALDER, MD 
SCOTT D ALEWCK, MD 
MOHAMAD E L

ALIASGHARPQUFI, MD 
AUGUSTINE ALlFO.MD 
MUHAMMAD B ALKHAN, MD 
ANNEMARIE ALLART, MD 
RAED ADNAN ALNASER, MO 
HENRY MALTSZULER,MD 
BHANU ALURL MD 
BETHZAIDA ALVAREZ, MD 
SHOBHA AMARA, MD 
KOMAL AMIN, MD 
MAOSOODAMJAD.MD 
MOHD ANAM, MD 
VAN) B ANOAVOLU, MD 
PHYLLIS 0  ANDERSON- 

WRIGHT, DO
P A N C em < m iG H T P H C ,D O  
ARTHUR ANECKSTE1N, MD 
OKECHUKWU ANENE, MD 
BOGDAN NANGHEL.MD 

: HERMENEGILDO D ANTE, MD 
EXCELSIS ANTONIO, MD L  

i MICHELLE ANTONOWICZ, MD 
MUJAHID ANWAR, MD 
NIMFA R AQUILA, MD 
RUDOLPH ARCHER. MD 
CHARLES ARGILA, MD 
STAMATIS ARKOULAKIS, MD 
HAROLD ARLEN. MD 
MICHAEL EARM AO.M D 
ALEJANDRO AREAYOGLOU, MD 
BEATRIZ ARRAYBGLOU, MD

CHRISTOPHER M BON!, DO 
BERNARD BOODIN, MD 
NEIL BORDEN. MD 
MIRIAM A BORTON, MD 
SCOTT D BORUCHOV, MD 
NASHEO BOTROS, MD 
ROBERT BOYD, DO 
FRANCIS BRADLEY, MD 
MARK BRADY, MD 
ALAN P BRAUN, MD 
JOEL K BRAVER, MD 
EDWARD BRAZAITIS, MD 
GARY B BREITBART, MD 
REYNALDO BRETONES, DO 
LORETTA BRICKFIELD, MD 
SUSAN R BRILL, MD 
RAYMOND S BRISKI, MD 
RICHARD R BRODMAN, MD 
MICHEtINE R BROOKS, MD 
DAVID P BROWN, DO 
DAVID R BROWN, MD 
KAHN BROWN, MD 
KENNETH BROWN, MD 
MATTHEW BROWN, MD 
DAMITA L BRYANT, MD 
ANETTE BRZOZOWSKI, DPM 
HARVEY BUCHOLTZ, MD 
EUGENE BUCHWALD, MO 
WARREN BUCK, MD 
RICHARD BULLOCK, MD 
LILIA F BUNALES. MD 
KAVITA K BUPATHI. MD 
SANDRA BURNS, MD 
CYNTHIA BUTCOFSKI, MD 
PRAMILA BYAHATT1, MD 
VEERAPPA 3YAHATTI, MD 
FIONA BYRNE-OBERMAN, PHD 
SANTIAGO J CAASI, MD 
DAVID CALABRESE, MD 
ANDREW F C A L C U U M D  
JOHN B CALDORA; MD 
MICHAEL D CALI, MD 
FRANK JOSEPHCAUENDO, MD 
ARTHUR CALVANI. MD 
RICARDO CALVO, MD 
OLIVER CAMPBELL, MO 
BRIAN CANAVAN, DO 
VINCENT CANNAMELA, MD 
DOMIGIANQ V CAPITLY, MD 
RAMON C CARABUENA, MD 

: ROBERT CARDINALE. MD 
LENNART CARLSON, MD 
BRUCE J  CARROLL, MD 
LISA CASALE, MD 
VICTOR CASAS, MD 
BRIAN J  CASSIDY, MD 
THOMAS J CASSIDY, MD 
MARIA CASTELLANO. MD 
RAFAEL C CASTRO, MD 
Z O iU Y  CASTRO. MD

ADMITTING CWS, 
ROBERT CZYZEWSKI, MD

AMITA DAFTARI, MD 
ERIC DAITER, MD 
JAMES DALEY, MD

DAN DANIELS, MD 
KENNETH DARVIN, MD 
CHARLES DASHEL, DDS 
KUMAR DASMAHAPATRA, MD 
SOFIA J DASTI, MD 
HEMA A DAVE. DO 
SANGEETA DAVE, MD 
CANDIDO DEBORJA, MD 
LETICIA DECASTRO, MD 
JOHN MD DECERCE, MD 
MARK A DECOTIIS, DPM 
PETER A DEFAZIO, DMD 
CARL DEFRONZO, MD

CARLO M DELUNA, MD 
MYRNA G DELUNA, MD 
EUGENE DEMARZO, DO 
RUSSELL C DEMICCO, DO 
ROBERT DEMUTH. MD 
SONIA DEORA-BHENS, DO 
MARIE I IE DERMENDJIAN, MD 
DARSHANA 0ESAI, MD 
DIRALt DESAI, DOS 
DERRICK OESIIVA. MD 
THOMAS DESMOND, MD 
TREVOR G DESOUZA, MD 

: ERIC DEWARREN, MD ' 
MANISHA DHURIA. MD 
MARTIN DIAMOND, MO 
STEVEN H DIAMOND, MD 
PATRIGIA J DICARLO, MD 
HOWARD JR DIMOND, DMD 
CHARLES OINERSTEIN. MO 
YIFENG DING, MD 
EUMENA OlViNO, MD 
JOHN E DONAHUE, MD 
ELAINE DONOGHUE, MD T 
NUMBER OONOTUSE.MD 
ARVIND KDOSHI. MD : :
BASSAM DOUJAUI, MD : 
PETER DUCH, MO 
EVANDEH DUCK, MD 
A l.W D U D EIZAK.M D  
JQZSEFDUHL.MD 
STEPHANIE DUKE, MD :
ELISA DULAY.MD 
GERARDO DDUMAPITlMD 
ANNA M DUNN. MD 
JONATHAN DUNN, MD 
HUGO DURAN, MD 
NANCY DURANT, MD 
ISAAC DWECK.MD 
CEFERNIODY.MO

NABILA A GANDHI, MD 
ALFRED GANDLER, MD 
SATYA P GANDOTRA, MD 
SUBRAHMANYAM GANTI, MD 
PATRICIA X GAO, MD 
NEETA GARB, MD 
VICTOR GARBER, MD 
MARIA T GARCIA, MD 
MATTHEW J GARFINKEL, MD 
LAXIPATHI GARIPALLI, MD 
HOWARD GARSON, MD 
DURGA GAVIOLA, MD 
MICHAEL H GEFFNER, MD * 
GERARD GENCO, MD 
LOUIS GEORGE, MD 
MAGDY GHALY, MD 
MILIA GHALY, MD 
DILIP GHANEKAR, MD 
GEETA GHANEKAR, MD 
RAMESH GHANEKAR, MD 
NICHOLAS GIANOUKAKIS, MD 
KEVIN A GILLESPIE, MO 
JANAKI GIRI, MD 
VINCENT JGfUSEFFI, MD 
MARTIN GIZZI, MD

DAVID GOLDBERG, MD 
LON GOLDBERG, MD 
MICHAEL. S GOLDBERG, MD 
WILUAM GOLDBERG, MD 
DAVID GOLDENBERG, MD 
PHILLIP GOLDFEDDER, MD 
AUGE R GOLDMAN, MD 
JOEL GOLDSMITH. MD 
CARL S GOLDSTEIN, MD 
DAVID GOLDSTEIN, MD 
DEBRA GOLDSTEIN, MD 
MORTON GOLDSTEIN, MD 
RICHARD GOLDSTEIN, MD 
PRISCILA GONZALEZ, MD 
V GOPINATHAN, MD 
RITA U GORADIA, MD 
EDWARD M GOSSELIN, MD 
ALOK GOYAL, MD 
JANAK R GOYAL, MD 
MADHU GOYAL, MD 
MADHU B GOYAL, MD 

: VINOD K GOYAL, MD 
PHILIP GREEN, MD 
SUZANNE E GREEN. MD 
JOHN GREENBERG, MD 
ARTHUR GREENWALD, DDS 

: DANIEL M GREENWALD, MD 
JEANETTE G GREER, MD 
RAJI P GREWAL MD 
DOROTA GRIBBIN, MD 
FRANCIS L GRIFFIN, MD 
DAVID E GROSS, MD 
STEVEN GROSS, MD 
FREDERICK GROSSBART, DO :

JANINE JAMIESON, DO 
AUGUSTO JAVIER, MD 
KASTHURI E JAYARAJ, MD 
TADEUSZ JEDLINSKI, MD . 
JAMES M JEFFRIES, MD 
HARRISON JERROLD, MD 
MIECZYSLAW Z JEZ, MD 
ARNALDO JIMENEZ, MD 
TERESA JIMENZA, MD 
WATKINS F JOHN, MD 
DELORES JOHNSON, MD 
PAUL K JOHNSON, MD 
CAROL JONG, MD 
BIENVENIDO JONGCO, MD 
EDWARD JOSELL, MD 
ANITA JOSEPH, MD 
DILIP JOSEPH, MD 
LEELA JOSYULA, MD 
: WALTER JULIA. MD 
i BONG JUNG. MD 
ANDREI KACHALA, MD 
LUCIAN KAHAN, DDS 
MILTON KAHN, MD 
STEPHEN KAHN, MD 
COSTAS KAIAFAS, MD 
ALAN L KALISCHER, MD 
CHARLES KALKO, MD 
EDO KALUSKI, MD 
PERI KAMALAKAR, MD 
MEENAKSHIA KAMALAMMA, MD 
TARA KANETKAR, MD 
DAVID KANG, MD 
ELICA KANGLEE, MD 
JOHN J KANGOS, MD 
HASSAN KANJ, MD 
JAYESH KANUGA, MD 
KENNETH A KAPLAN, MD 
STEPHEN KAPLAN, DDS 
WARREN KAPLAN, DPM 
LEONARD KAPLONSKI, MD 
KENNETH KAPPY, MD 
ESHWAR KAPUR. MD 
ALLEN A KARBASIAN. MD 
SUZANNE KARIM!, MD *
ERIC KARP, MD 
GEORGE KARP, MD 
ALEXANDER G KARPENOS, MD 
JAY KARTAGENER, DDS 
MOIZ KARU, MD 
NADER Q KASIM, MD 
EDMOND KASSOUF, MD 
JASBIR KASURI, MD 
BARRY H KATZ, MD 
THOMAS G KAYLEN, MD 
JOHN KEALY, MD 
GARRETT KEATING, MD 
BARBARA F KEENAN, MD 

i LISA KEHRBERG, MD 
SCOTT P KEIL MD 
MALVIN KELLER, MD

HYOK Y LEE, MD 
ISIDORE C LEE, MD '
JANE M LEE, MD 
JOHN LEE, MD 
PETER Y LEE, MD 
SANG M LEE, MD 
SEUNGHO H LEE, MD 
SUNGKI LEE, DMD 
YOUNG I LEE, MD 
CHARLES A LEFF, MD 
NINA LEHRHAUPT, DMD 
ALAN LEMANSKY, MD 
THOMAS D LEOPOLD, MD 
PAUL K LERER, MD 
DAVID LESSING, MD 
DAVID LEVENTER, MD 
PAUL LEWINTER, MD 
THOMAS P LEWIS, MD 
DEN A Y LI, MD 
MEIHONG LI, MD 
XIANG LI, MD 
YAN LI, MD 
PUI-KAN LIAO, MD 
ZHANNA LIBIS, MD 
ALAN LICHTBROUN, MD 
KENNETH LICHTMAN, MD 
KENNETH M LIEBMAN, MD 
ANITA T LIM, MD 
JOHN K LIM, MD 
MILDRED LIM, MD 
HUI LIN, MD 
JANET LIN. MD 
LEI LIN, MD 
PEI LIN, MD 
EUGENE LIND. MD 
HSIU H LING, MD 
IRENE C LINTAG, MD 
HERBERT M LIPSCHUTZ, MD 
HUI XUE LIU, MD 
SAMUEL M LIU, MD 
BORIS LIVSHITS, MD 
LARISA LIVSHITS, MD 
DOLORES A LOEW, MD 
ANTHONY LOMBARDI, DMD 
JOSEPH LOMBARDI, MD 
ROBERT LOMBARDI, MD 
ESTEBAN LOMNITZ, MD 
WILLIAM J LOWE, MD 
WILLIAM J LOWE-PHC, MD 
LINGEN LU, MD 
LISA LUCIANO, MD 
ELIZABETH LUDWIG, MD 
DEBORAH A L.UE, MD 
KEVIN E LUKENDA, DO 
KENNETH LUM, MD 
KRISTIN I.UPOLI, MD 
GEORGE LUTZ, MD 
MICHAEL S LUX, MD 
NINA LUXENBERG, MD 
RICHARD F LYNEN, MD

SATU MITRAKUL, MD 
JEANNE MITTERANDO, MD 
SMITA MODI, MD 
MONA D MODY, MD 
VIPUL C MODY, MD 
BAQHAR MOHIDEEN, MD 
ADAM U MOISES, DO 
IAN MOLK, MD 
DANIEL MONDROW, MD 
MICHAEL MONICA, DMD 
PATRICK P MONTEFUSCO, MD 
DOOSUNG MOON, MD 
JONG Y MOON, MD 
HARVEY G MOORE, MD 
EMMANUEL C MORALES, MD 
JOSEPH MORAND!, DO 
NANDINI K MORAY, MD 
JAY MORE, MD
ABRAHAM D MORGANOFF, MD 
DAVID I MOSS, DDS 
GARY C MOURIDY, MD 
WILLAIM B MOZO, MD 
PATRICIA R MULDREW, RNA 
JOHN MULLANEY, DDS 
JOHN E MULLINS, DMD 
NAYLA Z MUMNEH, MD 
MICHAEL H MUNOZ, MD 
ANAND N MUNSIF, MD 
SOUNDARI MURALDHARAN, MD 
JEREMIAS MURILLO, MD 
KATHLEEN MURPHY, MD 
CARL MURRAY, MD 
SAMIAPPAN MUTHUSAMY, MD 
WILLIAM R NADEL, MD 
MANGALA NADKARNI, MD 
SWATI G NADKARNI, MD 
PANKAJA NAGANANDA, MD 
SANG K NAM, MD 
PREM NANDIWADA, MD 
JACQUELINE C NAPPER, MD 
MEHDI H NAQUI, MD 
SHOBANA NATARAJAN, MD 
SANJEEV NAYYAR, MD 
LINDA M NERI, MD 
GEORGE NEUMAIER, MD 
HUNG NGUYEN, MD 
MAURIZIO D NIGHELE, MD 
FELIX NICOLAS, MD 
BERNARD NICORA, MD 
RUDOLFO NILOOBAN, MD 
MOHAMMED NISAR, MD 
NOOR NISAR, MD 
MOHAMMED F NIZAM, MD 
HOWARD M NOELS, MD 
ROBERT E NOH, MD 
MARJAN NOROOZI, DMD 
JOSEPH R NOTARO, MD 
JOHN NOVAK, MD 
HOWARD NOVECK, MD ’ 
MARIANNA NOWAK-

JOHN PENEK, MD 
KUMAR PENUPATRUNI, MD 
JASON PENZER, MD 
NEIL PERILSTEIN, MD 
JEFFREY PESIN, MD 
ANDRAS PETER, MD 
JOHN T PETERS, MD 
MARY ANN PETERSON, MD 
MATTHEW PETTI, MD 
NANCY PHILLIPS, MD 
ANNE PICCIANO, MD 
MARK PILLON, MD 
JONATHAN PINE, DO 
MARIO PINO, MD 
UMADEVI PITTALA MD 
LORNA PLAZA, MD 
PAUL J POPECK, DO 
HERBERT PdRTNOFF, MD 
MARY POWDERLY, MD 
MARY K POWDERLY, MD 
MARY K POWDERLY-PHC, MD 
DAVID E POWELL, MD 
KERRI POWELL, MD 
ALFRED PRADA, MD 
ATUL PRAKASH, MD 
KESHEV PRASAD. MD 
NILOO PRASAD, MD 
SUDHANSHU PRASAD, MD 
GERARD J PREGENZER, MD 
LORIN PRESS, MD 
GRANT PRICE, MD 
FREDERIC PRIMICH, MD 
BRUCE PRINTZ, DO 
STEVEN PUMA, DDS 
MAHASIN S QASIM, MD 
PEIMEI QU, MD 
SERAJUS QUADERI, DDS 
JONATHAN P QUEVEDO, MD 
HUGO QUINONES, DMD 
KHALDOON QUMEI, MD 
ANGELO RACANIELLO, MD 
VIJAY RADHAKRISHNA, MD 
BELLIPADY RAI, MD 
SUJATHA RAJAGOPALAN, MD 
ANDREW B RAJAPAKSE, MD 
SRI-SUJANTHY RAJARAM, MD 
RAMESH RAJU, MD 
YOUNUS RAKLA, MD 
KOTTA RAMAMURTHY, MD 
ANNA RAMANARAYANAN, MD 
KISHORE RAMCHANDANI, MD 
JAIME RAMIREZ, MD 
ABDUL RANA, MD 
. DEBORAH T RANA, MD 
JAGPAL RANA, MD 
ANGELA C RANZINI, MD 
BHAVANI P RAO, MD 
NIRANJAN V RAO, MD

JOHN RASSIAS, DDS

ANTHONY SANTORO, MD 
MARIA C SANTOS-HOLGADO, MD 
NATALIE L SARKANICH, MD 
JASBIR SARKARIA, MD 
JOHN SARNO, MD 
MOHAMMAD SARRAF, MD 
ALAN M SAUNDERS, MD 
OM SAWHNEY, MD 
VEENA SAWHNEY, MD 
MICHELE A SCANTLEBURY, MD 
RICHARD SCHACHTER, MD 
BARRY SCHANZER, MD 
BETH SCHECTER, MD 
JEFFREY SCHILLER, MD 
MARTIN D SCHLAKMAN, MD 
RICHRD SCHLESINGER, MD 
ERIC SCHMELL, MD 
STEPHEN SCHNEIDER, MD 
STUART B SCHNITZER, MD 
MARK SCHOTTENFELD, MD 
DAVID M SCHRECK, MD 
FREDERIC SCHULANER, MD 
JOSEPH M SCHULMAN, DO 
RICHARD M SCHUMAN, MD 
GERALD SCHWARTZ, MD 
MARK P SCHWARTZ, MD 
MARLAN SCHWARTZ, MD 
MILTON SCHWARTZ, MD

SALVATORE SCLAFANI, MD 
WILLIAM E SCORZA, MD 
GERALD SCOTT, MD 

’ SCOTT, MD 
0  SCOTT, MD 

THOMAS SCULLY, MD 
LAWRENCE SEITZMAN, MD 
HOWARD SEMER, MD 
SOUVIK SEN, MD 
SHYAMASHREE SENGUPTA, MD 
JOHN W SENSAKOVIC, MD 
ANTHONY R SERGI, DPM 
MOHAMMED SHAFI, MD 
SAMYA SHAFI, MD 
BHARTI SHAH, MD

CHETAN S SHAH, MD 
DINA SHAH, MD 
DINESH SHAH, MD 
HIMANSHU S SHAH, MD 
IZZAT H SHAH, MD 
KISHORI P SHAH, MD 
LATA SHAH, MD 
MAHESH M SHAH, MD 
PRADIP SHAH, MD 
SYED SHAH, MD 
VAISHALI SHAH, MD 
FAYEZ E SHAMOON, MD 
MAHMOOD A SHAMSI, MD 
ZAHIRA B SHAMSI, MD 
SUJATHA SHANKAR, MD

THOMAS STRAX, MD 
ALBERT STRUNK, MD 
R CHRISTOPHER STUCKY, MD 
ELIZABETH SUAREZ, MD

SUBRAMANIAN, MD 
BESSIE SULLIVAN, MD 
FRANCIS P SUNARYO, MD 
DANASUPE, MD 
DEVI SURAPANANI, MD 
ANANGUR SWAMINATHAN, MD 
ALEXANDER M SWAN, MD 
JENNIFER SYREK, MD 
GRAZYNA SZENKIEL, MD 
PAULTAHLOR, MD 
RICHARD WTAI, MD 
TREVOR TALBERT, MD 
DAVID TAM, MD 
MARTIN TAN, MD 
SERGIO TAN, MD 
LAWRENCE TANENBAUM, MD 
LIN-LAN TANG, MD 
MARION L TAYLOR, MD 
JOANN TAYLORPARRIS, MD 
PAUL TEDESCHI, DMD 
WILLIAM LTERENS, MD 
BERNARD TERRY, MD 
SHUBHANGt THAKUR, MD 
ROBERT THIELE, DPM 
MATTHEW THOMPSON, MD 
KIRTLEY THORNTON, MD 
RICHARD TIEDEMANN, MD 
DONNA TIMCHAK, MD 
JULIE KT1MINS, MD 
JULESATITELBAUM, MD 
CHRISTOPHER TOLERICO, MD 
CHARLENE TONG, MD 
YEOW TONG, MD 
BERNARDO TORO€CHAGUE, MD 
LUCILLE A TRABOLD, MD 
EUGEN TRACHTENBERG, MD 
STEPHEN TRAUM, MD 
MURRAY TREISER, MD 
VICTOR J TRICARICO, MD 
ALTAGRACIA TRINIDAD, MD 
HARSHA M TRIPATHI, MD 
BURTON S TUCKER, MD 
VICTOR TUMA, MD 
SHELDON TURKISH, MD 
CHARLES GTURNIER, MD 
GEORGE TWEDDEL, MD 
SALAH UDDIN, MD 
JOSEPH UDOMSAP, MD 
ERIC J UHRIK, DO 
ASIT P UPADHYAY, DO 
WALTER URS, MD 
MACHIA M UTHAPPA, MD 
DEEPTI UTRANKAR, MD 
HEIKKI UUSTAL, MD 
LAKSHMIVADAPALLI, MD

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
★
★
■ * r

★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
PAUL ARTS, MD 
PASALAI ARUNA, MD 
M FAWAD ARYANPURE, MD 
CAROLE ASH, DO 
DOUGLAS ASHINSKY, MD 
JOSEPH AURILIO, MD 
USHA R AWA, MD 
RABIA AWAN, MD 
RAZIA ZUBAIR AWAN, MD 
KARPUKARASIAYYANATHAN, MD 
GEORGE AZER, MD 
SARWAT AZHAR, MD 
RICHARD T  BACH, MD 
CRAIG BACHMAN, DPM 
GLORIA BACHMAN, MD 
STELLA H EFTHYMIOU, 
BACKQS, DDS 
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ANIL K SINGH. MD 
ARUM J  SiNGH. DO 
BIKHAMJK SINGH, MD 
IQBAL SINGH, MD 
MOHINOER SINGH, MD 
VARINOER M SINGH, MD 
BINOD K SINHA, MD 
GOFSAL SINHA, MD 
KAVITA SINHA, MD 
SUGITl SINHA, MO 
VINOD SINHA, MD 
DIANNE M SINQUEE, MD 
PURNACHANDER SIRIKONDA, MD 
SANDEEP SIRSI, MD 
ORAPORN SITBURANA, MD 
DWAYNE W SIU, DO 
STEPHEN SKLANS. DMD 
TALBOT SKLAR. DDS 
BARRY SKOBEL. MD 
BRUCE A SKOLNICK, MD 
MARK J SKRZYPCZAK, MD 
FREDERICK SKVARA, MD 
BORYS SLEP, MD 
HOWARD SLEPIAN, MD 
HOWARD SLOBODIEN, MD 
MATTHEW SMITH, MD 
WILLARD SMITH, MD 
JOHN C SMULIAN, MD 
RAYMOND SNYDER, MD 
MARINA B SOBOL. MD 
IGOR L SOBOL-RESIDENT. MD 
AJIT SODHI, MD 
SURINDER SODHI, MD 
JOSEPH SOLAGES. MD 
ANTHONY SOLAZZO. MD 
ALAAELDIN SOL1MAN, MD 
NANCY SOMER, MD 
STEVEN G SOMOGYI, MD 
SANG HO SONG, DO 
BRUCE SORIANO, MD 
HAYDEE M SOTO, MD 
ROBERT SP1ERER, MD 
FRANKLIN SPIRN, MD 
SHUBBA SRINIVAS, DDS 
ROBERT T STARK, MD 
ROBERT STARK-PHC, MD 
MARK A STEELE, MD 
ELLIOTT M STEIN, MD 
GARY STEINBACH, MD 
WAYNE STEINBECK, MD 
URSULA STEINBERG, MD 
RICHARD STEINFELD, MD 
MARCEL STERN, MD 
SHARON STOCH, MD 
ANDREA L STRAUSS, MD

ARMINE VAFAI.MD 
JAYANTHI VAIDHEESNARAN.MD: 
iKAUSHAL K VAIDYA, MD 
HONORA VALANE, MD 
j SRINIVAS S VASIREDDI, MD 
MYRIAME VASTEY, MD 
BiNDU A VAZlRAW, MD 
THERESA VEGA, MD 
BETTY VEKMNIS.MD 
VASIUIOS VELMAHOS, MD 
ANITA VENKATAr a MANA, MO 
CORY VERGIUO, MD 
RAO V VINNAKOI A. MD 
INDU VISA, MD 
MARK VITALE, DDS 
DONNA VOSE.NP 
M«HK WAOEGA, MD 
MURRAY WAGMAN, MD 
ALEX WAJNBERG, MD 
FRANKLIN WALD, MD 
JASJITWALIA, MD 
BRUCE HWALLACH. MD 
SETH WALLERSTEIN, DMD 
SUSAN M WALSH, MD 
ARTHUR S WALTER^, MD 
WILUAM WALTON, MD 
SHELDON WALTUCR, DMD 
DANNY WANG, MD 
XIANGBlNGWANG, MD 
SANDY PWARAN, MD 
ERROL WARNER, MD 
STAN J WASILEWSKI, MD 
.-MILE WASSEL, MD 
ZYGMUNT WAWRZYNIAK, MD 
SETH WEBBER, MD 
VANCE J W EBER MD 
PETER J WEIGEL, MD 
JOSHUA WEIN, MD 
GEORGE I WEINBERGER, MO 
JEFFREY WEINSTEIN, MD 
MARK WEINSTEIN, MD 
JOHN WEISENREIDER, MD 
GERALD WEISFOGEL, MD 
LYNN WEISS, MD 
HARVEY WEISSLITZ, MD 
KENNETH WEISSMAN. MD 
MURRAY WEISSMAN. MD 
ROBERT H WEITZMAN, MD 
RENEE A WESLOW, MD 
DAVID E WEXLER, MD 
KIM S WILEY, MD 
JOHN D WILGUCKI, MD 
ROBERT WINEGARDEN, MD 
MARVIN WINELL, MD 
JON WININGER, MD 
FRED WINTER, DMD 
ROBIN WINTER, MD 
PETER A WISHNIE, DPM 
IRA WISOTZEK, MD 
BARRY Z WOLF, MD 
MARC WOLFMAN, MD 
SO MUI WONG, MD 
GREGORY WORSOWICZ, MD 
RONALD WOZNIAK, MD 
LIN XU, MD
KRISHAN YALAMANCHI, MD 
DAVID LYARIAN,MD 
PRIYA YELLAYI, MD 
LAMIYEO, MD 
SIMON YIM, MD 
ALAN YOUNG, MD 
IMAN YOUSSEF, MD 
MICKY YU, MD 
ALLA F ZARETSKAYA, DDS 
STEVEN D ZARNY, MD 
JEFFREY ZAVOTSKY. MD 
GEORGE ZAZZALI, MD 
TIANSHU ZHANG, MD 
SHAO ZHENG, MD 
JIANHUA ZHU, MD 
JOSHUA M ZIMMERMAN, MD' 
JAMES ZIPAGAN, MD 
GEORGE ZOBEL, MD 
MOHAMMAD A ZUBAIR, MD 
MOHAMMED ZUBAIR, MD 
SOADA ZUBAIR, MD 
MARC ZUKOFF, MD 
LAWRENCE ZUMO, MD

41

T h i s  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  3 0 ,  marks  a v e r y  spec i a l  day. I t ’s a day t h a t  r ecogni zes  the  many 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  a s p e c i a l  group o f  pr o f ess i ona l s .  T h e  o c c a s i o n  is N a tio n a l D o c to r ’s D a y .

W e ’d l i ke  to mark  it  by e x pr e s s i n g  s i n c e r e  grat i tude  and r e s p e c t  for t he  me mb er s  of  our M e d i c a l  
and D e n t a l  s taf f ,  whose  t e a m w o r k  is v i t a l  to the  services  we pr ovide .  Your c o m m i t m e n t  to c a r i ng  
f or  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  C e n t r a l  N e w  J e r s e y  has  t o u c h e d  and t rul y  e n h a n c e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o u s a n d s .

JFK
M E D IC A L
CENTER

JF K
H A R T W Y C K

NURSING, CONVALESCENT 
&  REHABILITATION CENTERS

*
*

 *
*

 *
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Unbreakable bond: Love, caring and lightbulb jokes
By SARAH GREENBLATT

S TA FF W R ITE R

H ow many comedians 
does it take to change, 
bathe, groom and feed 
seven nursing-home residents? 

Only one, if the comic happens 
to be Irma Taylor.

A certified nursing aide at 
Roosevelt Care Center, Taylor 
dispenses generous doses of 
Borscht-belt humor along with 
the meals, baths and changes of 
bedding and clothing she pro
vides to seven patients in her 
charge.

After an afternoon game of 
bingo, Taylor brings wheel
chair-bound patient Diane Ritt- 
man back to her room and — in 
her Puerto-Rican tinged accent 
— launches into shtick that 
suggests she is pathologically 
jealous.

What does it mean, Taylor 
wants to know, that another fe
male resident inquired about 
her husband, Larry, who works 
in Roosevelt’s Maintenance De
partment? Isn’t that a little 
fishy? Should Taylor be wor
ried?

Rittman, who became a quad
riplegic and lost the ability to 
speak after sustaining a brain
stem injury in a 1974 car acci
dent, erupts in a sustained 
shriek of laughter.

After 15 years working at 
Roosevelt — and caring for 
Rittman — Taylor has spun 
plenty of comic yarns.

There’s the one about the 
meal that her husband said 
“tastes funny.”

“If it tasted funny,” Taylor 
wonders, “why wasn’t he 
laughing?”

Rittman is so attuned to Tay
lor’s antics that she sometimes 
laughs at the mere sight of her 
longtime caretaker.

Taylor’s whimsical ways 
mask a more sober commit
ment to treating residents as 
individuals who are unique 
and complete, despite their 
limitations.

Last month, Taylor per
suaded Rittman’s mother,
Janet Rittman, to hire a male 
exotic dancer for her patient’s 
45th birthday party, which was 
celebrated off site.

That Rittman would enjoy 
such entertainment is not nec
essarily something a mother 
would know. But a friend 
would.

“They get attached to you. 
You get attached, too,” Taylor 
says. “I see her as a friend.”

JODY SOMERS/Staff photographer

■  Helping Diane Rittman do wheelies in her chair is definitely not in Irma Taylor’s job description. But the two — Roosevelt Care 
Center patient and her nursing aide — have become close over the years. In fact, only someone as caring and intuitive as Taylor 
would have thought to hire a male exotic dancer for Rittman’s 45th birthday party.

Over the years, Taylor has 
studied Rittman’s tastes in 
music and men, which run the 
gamut from 1960s rock idol Jim 
Morrison to salsa star Marc 
Anthony. Rittman’s room is de
corated with pictures of her top 
heartthrob, Jon Bon Jovi, that 
Taylor has clipped for her from 
magazines.

Taylor also brings videotapes 
and music CDs from home for 
Rittman’s entertainment and 
clothes and jewelry for other 
patients’ enjoyment, says Sara 
Donnelly, a licensed practical 
nurse at Roosevelt.

Such attention is especially 
helpful for Rittman, Donnelly 
says, since most recreation ac
tivities at the nursing home are 
geared toward older people.

For Janet Rittman, Taylor’s 
bond with her daughter high
lights the importance of stabil
ity within Roosevelt’s staff, 
which has has undergone sig
nificant change in recent years, 
as the facility’s managers have 
hired rising numbers of tempo
rary nurses.

Since her daughter cannot 
speak or use her hands to comJ 
municate, Janet Rittman says, 
it is difficult for newcomers to 
understand her.

Taylor insists that past tur
moil at Roosevelt has not af
fected her or others on the 
nursing staff.

“We bring the smile to them 
no matter what,” Taylor says.

Yet the Iselin resident, who 
moved from Puerto Rico to 
New Jersey in the 1970s, never 
expected to stay at Roosevelt as 
long as she has.

Taylor first came to Roose
velt while she was training at 
St. Peter’s Hospital in New 
Brunswick to become a li- ' 
censed-practical nurse. An in
structor there urged the train
ees to get a feel for long-term- 
care facilities by visiting 
Roosevelt.

Before she knew it, Taylor 
had accepted a temporary, part- 
time job as an aide to help 
cover expenses while she com
pleted her training.

The part-time job gave way 
to full-time work and a decision 
to continue as an aide rather 
than completing the training 
required of LPNs.

“I feel I’m more close to the 
patients this way,” Taylor says. 
“I’ve been here 15 years, so an
other 10 won’t hurt.”

Conceding that the work can

be physically and emotionally 
taxing, Taylor relies on vaca
tions in Puerto Rico and the Po- 
conos to “recharge the batter
ies.”

Roosevelt nurses and aides 
also “get out the stress” with 
regular after-hours visits to 
Bennigan’s and similar estab
lishments, she says.

NAME: Irma Taylor.
FAMILY: Husband, Larry, 
daughter and grand
daughter.
EDUCATION: Studied at 
Manati Intermediate Col
lege in Puerto Rico.
HOBBIES: Dancing, 
hiking and collecting an
tiques.
CURRENTLY READING:
“The Burning Bed,” by 
Francine Hughes.
FAVORITE AUTHORS:
Mystery writer Robin 
Cook and suspense novel
ist John Grisham.
ADVICE TO YOUNG PEO
PLE: “Continue educat
ing yourself, and avoid 
drugs and alcohol.”
FAVORITE MEALS:
Roasted pork with plain- 
tains, rice and pigeon 
peas — a Puerto Rican 
specialty — and anything 
Italian.
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY
GUEST: Frank Sinatra.

If the outings offer a kind of 
release, Taylor looks home
ward for material that will 
amuse her patients.

Taylor’s frequent cooking 
disasters — “I’m no gourmet” 
— and her ruses for getting her 
husband to make household re
pairs offer a gold mine of sto
ries.

In a recent incident, she at
tacked the kitchen door with a 
cleaver, terrifying the family’s 
sweet-natured boxer, Candie 
Joy. The petrified dog ran and 
got Taylor’s husband to come 
from another part of the house.

She says it was the only way 
to get her husband to fix the 
door, which had been hanging 
at an odd angle and wouldn’t 
close.

But now, poor Candie Joy 
flees at the sight of Taylor hold
ing a kitchen knife.

In Taylor’s eyes, comedy is 
simply part of caring for Roose
velt’s residents. ,

“When they see it in your 
face that you’re sad,” she says, 
“it makes them sad too.”

Sarah Greenblatt: (732) 
565-7205; e-mail sgreenbl@ 
thnt.com
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By LONNIE MACK
.S TA FF W R ITE R

hen Ray Skibinski 
was 7, he was copy
ing Christmas cards, 

calendars and photographs.
“I never thought I would do 

anything else,” the 70-year-old 
artist says.

Skibinski, a commercial art
ist and illustrator who has 
done thousands of illustrations 
during his career, has been 
semiretired for three years, but 
he continues his labor of love 
as a freelance artist and contin
ues to take on about three com
mercial-art projects a year.

Surrounded by his work in 
the studio at his Calvert Ave
nue home he shares with Do
lores, his wife of 48 years, Ski
binski says, “What I am doing 
now is trying to get away from 
the commercial stuff and doing 
my own kind of painting. ”

Skibinski, who still draws 
and paints about four hours a 
day, was honored as the Edison 
Art Society’s artist of the 
month in March 1999 for his ab
stract seascape “North Beach,” 
which depicts the shore at 
Long Beach Island.

His illustrations have ap
peared in prominent publica
tions including Time/Life 
Books, Readers Digest books, 
Doubleday, Western Publish
ing, Harper & Row, W.W. Nor
ton, Facts of Life, Henry Holt 
Publishing, Home Planners, 
and national magazines and 
newspapers.

“To counterbalance the re
strictions of my commercial il
lustrations, I have sought a 
more personal and emotional 
expression through a nonrepre- 
sentational or abstract ap
proach,” he says. “I create 
paintings that express the es
sence and feeing of nature. 
They are lyrical distillations of

NAME: Ray Skibinski.
BIRTHPLACE: Perth 
Amboy.
AGE: 70. -
FAMILY: Married 48 
years to Dolores Skibin
ski; a son David, 47, two 
grandsons ages 16 and 14.
OCCUPATION: Commer
cial artist and illustrator.
EDUCATION: Certificate 
from Parsons School of 
Design and the School of 
Visual Arts in New York 
City.
COMMUNITY ACTIVI
TIES: Edison Art Society 
and Barron Art Center 
in Woodbridge.
CIVIC AWARDS: Edison 
Art Society Artist of the 
Month, March 1999.
FAVORITE MOVIES: “The 
African Queen” and “Out 
of Africa.”
FAVORITE TV SHOW:
“Law & Order.”
ADVICE TO YOUNG: Get
an education.
CURRENTLY READING:
Re-reading Joseph Con
rad.
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY
GUESTS: Napoleon and 
Michelangelo.
FAVORITE MEAL: Seafood 
paella.
FANTASY VACATION:
Around-the-world cruise.

Before embarking on his ar
tistic career, Skibinski served 
four years in the Navy in Pan
ama and Japan — as a meteor
ologist.

“1 drew weather maps,” he 
says.

Lonnie Macic (732) 565-7229

u  Ray Skibinski’s commercial illustrations are very realistic, but his own paintings are less so: “I 
have sought a more personal and emotional expression through a nonrepresentational or abstract 
approach. I create paintings that express the essence and feeling of nature. They are lyrical 
distillations of landscapes, botanical elements of a particular location.”

landscapes, botanical elements 
of a particular location.

Skibinski grew up in Perth 
Amboy, and graduated from 
the Parsons School of Design 
and the School of Visual Arts 
in New York City. He began his 
career as an assistant to the art 
director of Seventeen maga
zine.

He then moved on, and de
signed promotional materials 
and catalogs for a New York 
City lingerie company, catalog 
covers and packaging for the 
Scribner Book Store, and a 
monthly promotional newslet
ter for Cover Gin cosmetics.

By the time he was 35, Ski
binski had hired an agent and 
decided to go out on his own.
He worked out of his studio in 
a spare bedroom at his Harrell 
Avenue home in Woodbridge 
before moving to his current 
home 16 years ago.

The most gratifying aspect of 
his career, Skibinski says, “is 
the diversity of the subject mat
ter I was able to encompass.” 
He affectionately refers to his 
illustrations for publications 
on health, Bible studies, home 
repairs, landscaping, do-it- 
yourself repairs, crafts and 
hobbies as “commercial stuff.”

The youngest of Lottifrand

Walter Skibinski’s five chil
dren, Skibinski has displayed 
his art at more than a dozen 
shows around the state during 
the past decade. One of his 
paintings “Midnight Gardens,” 
an abstract blue painting with 
moonlight, is a part of the Edi
son Art Society exhibition at 
the Sheraton Edison.

It was not unusual, Skibinski 
says, to work late into the night 
during his busier time. These 
days he takes time to teach in 
the evenings — intermediate 
and beginning art classes at the 
adult schools at the South 
Plainfield and Edison High ^ 
Schools. m

http://www.thnt.com
mailto:njannieb@tttt.com
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In any language, this paper’s got its community scoped out

T
people.

By JONATHAN TAMARI
S TA FF W R ITE R

he small office on Route 
27 is quiet, but it con
tains the voice of 40,000
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It’s here that five workers 
founded The American Chinese 
Times, a free weekly newspaper 
for Chinese-Americans in the 
tri-state area.

The Chinese-language news
paper is less than a year old, 
but it reaches out to New York, 
New Jersey and Philadelphia, 
according to Publisher Autumn 
Feng. As someone born in 
China who moved to the United 
States seven years ago, Feng, 32, 
knows Chinese-American cul
ture and tries to provide an out
let for its interests in her news
paper.

It’s a challenge, hut Feng is 
determined and says it’s a 
learning experience.

“We want to express (the Chi
nese community’s) ideas,” Feng 
says. “So far I like it, but it’s 
driving me crazy.”

It’s hard to picture going 
crazy in the newspaper’s 
sparse, serene office. On this 
day one staffer is at work, qui
etly laying out pages using Chi
nese versions of Windows and 
desktop-publishing programs. 
There are none of the ringing 
phones — Autumn works off of 
her cell — or frantically clack
ing keyboards that characterize 
most newsrooms. Files on the 
walls are neatly in place and 
copies of old issues are perfectly 
stacked.

The offices consist of a wait
ing room, a newsroom with a 
few wooden desks and comput
ers, and a large room in the 
back for business and meetings. 
It could be a small investment 
firm, and Feng, with an ac
counting degree, would fit in 
there, as well.

She doesn’t project the image 
of an aggressive reporter-type. 
She’s soft-spoken and quiet, 
and, with a business back
ground, she’s learning the news 
trade as she goes. Short and del
icate, she isn’t the least bit im
posing, but the one reporter 
trait she seems to carry is her 
determination. She came to
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AUGUSTO F. M ENEZES/Staff photographer

■  Publisher Autumn Feng and staff member Jiwei Zhao look over past issues of The American Chinese Times, which has a 
circulation of about 40,000. The staff of five produces the weekly newspaper using Chinese versions of popular American computer 
software.

America in 1995 without know
ing any English, and now works 
10-hour days all week.

She got a new name when an 
English as a Second Language 
teacher found Feng’s Chinese 
name too difficult to pronounce. 
The teacher used “Autumn” to 
match the season at the start of 
the school year, even though 
Feng’s birth name translates as 
“snow fly.”

Feng earned her master’s de
gree in business from Rutgers 
University, and then put her tal
ents to work raising money to 
launch the newspaper. She had 
edited an internal magazine for 
an international trading com
pany in China, but that was dif

ferent than running a newspa
per.

“It’s a very tough job,” she 
says with typical understate
ment and modesty. “I’m still 
learning every day.”

The newspaper covers both 
local news, such as Edison’s 
Chinese New Year parade, and 
national stories, including Mi
chael Jordan’s return to profes
sional basketball. Co-publisher 
Jiwei Zhao, more outspoken 
and more eager to show off than 
Feng, proudly recalls a tele
phone call from Gov. James E. 
McGreevey after the paper en
dorsed him in last year’s elec
tion, and he also recounts his 
frayed nerves when waiting for

the International Olympic Com
mittee to decide whether to 
award the 2008 Winter Games to 
Beijing.

The editors had designed two 
covers: one for Chinese success 
in winning the Olympics bid 
and another for failure. They 
had both versions at the print
er’s office the morning of the 
announcement. After Beijing 
was given the games, the papers 
made it out on the streets by 
that evening, says Zhao, an Edi
son-based lawyer who wrote 
two books on law and econom
ics while living in China.

With only five people to put 
out thefpaper, the staffers share 
reporting, editing and layout

duties. The 24-page paper is dis
tributed every Friday in Chi
nese supermarkets, restaurants 
and schools around the region. 
Feng says it has a circulation of
40,000.

The articles, written in Chi
nese characters broken up now 
and again by the English names 
of governors and congressmen, 
has reports on news, politics 
and culture. A recent issue fea
tured an interview with New 
York Gov. George Pataki and a 
culture column with photos of 
celebrities from China, Chinese- 
American stars — and Ma
donna.

The first issue came out in 
June, and they already have

NAME: Autumn Feng. 
AGE: 32.
BIRTH CITY: Harbing, 
China — near the China- 
Russia border.
FAMILY: Husband, son 
and daughter.
OCCUPATION: Publisher.
EDUCATION: Bachelor’s 
degree from China’s 
Northeast University; 
MBA from Rutgers Uni
versity.
HOBBIES: Ping-pong, 
singing along to Chinese 
pop songs.
FAVORITE MUSICIAN:
Mary Chapin Carpenter.
FAVORITE MUSIC GENRE:
Country, Chinese pop.
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Ti
tanic.”
HER BEST ADVICE TO 
YOUNG PEOPLE: Work 
hard.

plans for the future. Feng says 
she would like to produce an 
English-language version to 
serve Chinese-Americans born 
in the United States who don’t 
speak Chinese, but still want to 
learn about their parents’ cul
ture.

Jonathan Tamari: (732) 
565-7347; e-mail jtamari@ 
thnt.com

The care you need changes with your life...
B u t  t h e  c a r i n g  n e v e r  d o e s *

I
ntroducing Whispering Knoll Assisted Living, a distinctive 
community that accommodates your current lifestyle and evolves 
with your changing needs.

With well-appointed studios and 1- and 2-bedroom suites to 
please all tastes, we have created an atmosphere of elegance and 
sophistication within the framework of independence, security, and 
privacy. Our extensive list of amenities includes gourmet dining, 
housekeeping, wellness visits, transportation, comfortable lounges, 
and much more.

Accessibly located in central New Jersey, Whispering Knoll is an 
affiliate of Solaris Health Systems and neighbors JFK Medical 
Center— supplying residents with access to the entire continuum 
of care. We also maintain dedicated suites for our Alzheimer’s 
community— meeting those special needs, 24 hours a day.

Make sure you continue to enjoy your worry-free lifestyle; plan 
for tomorrow today...and count on Whispering Knoll to help 
you do just that. Call us to learn more and arrange for a complete 
tour: (732) 744-5541.

A s s is t e d  L i v i n g

Care for now. Care for always.
62 James Street, Edison, New Jersey 08820

(732) 744-5541
h r. %

www.whisperingknoll.org SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEM

http://www.whisperingknoll.org
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A WALK AROUND THE BLOCK

Bimal Joshi: The signs are all good for cross-culturalization
By KEN SERRANO

S TA FF W R ITE R

B ack in the late 1980s, a 
spate of violence aimed 
at Asian Indians in Jer

sey City led many among New 
Jersey’s newest large immi
grant group to look for shelter 
elsewhere.

That move out of the confines 
of the city led many to what is 
now called Little India.

Asian Indians were already 
on Oak Tree Road with four In
dian businesses there by .1985. 
But the exodus out of Jersey 
City boosted the Indian profile 
of the stretch of road shared by 
Edison and Iselin.

One of those who helped ferry 
fellow Indian immigrants from 
Hudson County was Bimal 
Joshi, owner of Edison Sign 
Expo, who arrived in Edison in 
1986.

Armed with applications and 
contacts in the rental office of a 
large apartment complex, Bimal 
says he helped between 60 to 90 
families move to Oak Tree Road 
in Edison.

The nearby Metro Park train 
station — many Indians arrive 
with little knowledge of driving 
a car — and J.P. Stevens High 
School helped draw them here.

Now, three to 10 people arrive 
from India everyday, he says, 
whether to visit or stay.

Joshi has kept tabs on the 
growth of Indian businesses on 
the Edison side of the stretch. In 
1992, there were 15. Now there 
are 93, he says.

“Our comfort level here is 
much more than before,” he 
says. “The local American com
munity is getting more accept
ing.”

Since that initial flight out of 
Jersey City, he adds, “demo
graphic changes” — a polite 
way of saying an increase in 
wealth — led many more Indi- 
an$ to Edison from other places 
in Northern New Jersey.

Manher Shah, a certified pub
lic accountant in Little India, 
pulls up in a Mercedes-Benz to 
talk business with Joshi as he 
begins his tour of the neighbor
hood. Shah started moonlight
ing in the area in 1978 with two 
customers. He has 900 business 
and individual clients, he says, 
“99.9 percent” of them Indian.

Some cross-cultural convolu
tions become apparent as the

JASON TO W LEN/Staff photographer

■  Owner of Edison Sign Expo, Bimal Joshi has seen big changes on Oak Tree Road in Edison since he began ferrying Indian 
compatriates from Jersey City to the area in 1986.

tour wends through the Sugar stars. (Bollywood is the name across five lanes of Oak Tree drew many computer special-
Tree Plaza strip mall and an- given to the Indian film indus- Road, the tour takes in the ists to the area from the south
other next to it. try.) And the Hindi musical south side of Little India and of India. With the tech bust,

Hakka Spring is a Chinese she’s playing in, “Kabhi Khushi the residential heart of the en- their numbers have since re
restaurant that serves “Indian Kabhie Gham” filmed in Lon- clave. That dash elicits talk of ceded,
style Chinese food” and is don, looks as sleek and seduc- pedestrian fatalities on the Any given flight from Bom
owned by an Indian immigrant, tive as any MTV-influenced Hoi- road. (Residents here have been bay to New York is carrying
It advertises the “Desi special,” lywood movie. The title pushing unsuccessfully for a • several Hilltop residents, Joshi
Desi roughly meaning expatri- translates roughly as “Some- traffic light and crosswalk.) says.
ate. times Happiness, Sometimes It’s immediately apparent “This is a landmark for peo-

Sari shops, such as Palki Silk Sorrow,” Joshi says. that the comfort level Joshi , pie in India,” Joshi says.
& Saris, draw more American The habits of Little India’s mentioned has its limits. A pro- Indian food abounds on Oak
natives, says Davinder Singh, younger generation gravitate fane message denouncing the Tree Road. But the fare has
who owns the place. Westward. “Hindu population” jwas grown more specialized with

But the more Indian Oak Tree Later, across the street, a scrawled on a brick wall near the increased number of eater-
Road has become, the more man in a turban walks from the the entrance to that residential ies. It ranges from the vegetar-
American Little India seems to Liquor Locker with a case of area just after the terrorist at- ian cuisine of Mysore to the hot
turn. A bakery at the Sugar beer cans on his shoulder. tacks in September. It’s still f00d of Punjab in Sugar Tree
Tree Plaza strip mall is an In- Joshi prefers cricket over there. Plaza,
dian bakery, but it looks much bowling and plays in tourna- Ninety-five percent of the ten- Jhupdi, a restaurant next to
the same as the old-fashioned ments with others in the Oak ants of Hilltop Estates, about Hilltop Estates that Joshi has
German-American variety. Tree Road area. But his 800 apartments in several com- an interest in, serves the

A door or two down “It’s 16-year-old son Tilac frequents plexes on the road, are Asian In- strictly vegetarian Gujarati cui-
Raining Men,” pours from a the Edison Bowl-A-Mat as do dian immigrants, says Sunil sine. The place is done up as a
video shop. The song is sung in other U.S.-born Desi. Mehta, a rental agent for Hilltop Gujarati village, with a
English with a come-hither “Culturally, he’s kind of a Associates. thatched hut off the kitchen, a
swagger by Kareena Kapoor, mixed breed,” Joshi says. Most are from Gujarat. But 30-foot wall mural of a village
the daughter of Bollywood After a death-defying dash the tech boom of the late 1990s scene and traditional seating

NAME: Bimal Joshi. 
OCCUPATION: Owner of 
Edison Sign Expo on Oak 
Tree Road and Karan In
ternational, an import-ex- 
port business.
AGE: 44.
FAMILY: Resides in North 
Brunswick with his wife, 
Heena Joshi; son Tilak,
16, from a prior marriage. 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
Founding member of the 
Indo-American Cultural 
Society; member Indian 
Business Association; be
came a U.S. citizen in 
1990.
EDUCATION: Associate de
gree in electrical engi
neering from Maharaja 
Sayajirao University in 
Baroda, India.
FAVORITE FOOD: Roti 
(flat bread) and vege
tables.
FAVORITE MOVIE:
“Anand” (Joy), staring 
Rajesh Khanna.
FAVORITE BOOKS: “Free 
dom at Midnight” by Do
minique LaPierre and 
Larry Collins; “The Art of 
Awakening” by Jiddu 
Krishna Morthy.
BEST ADVICE: “If you 
can’t do anything good for 
others, at least don’t do 
anything bad.”

area — cushions instead of 
chairs.

Next to it is A-Jay Cash and 
Carry, a grocery store owned by 
Ashwin Patel, a man who says 
he bicycled to the United States 
from India more than 20 years 
ago. (He cheated by flying from 
London.) He has, in fact, ridden 
his bicycle through 69 coun
tries, he says.

Patel now exerts his energy 
on his business, which has 
spread to Florida. He grows In
dian vegetables on a farm he 
owns in Dunellon, Fla., and 
ships them back to Oak Tree 
Road.

Ken Serrano: (732) 565-7212; e- 
mail kserrano@thnt.com

Telephone

Tuesday & Saturday
9:00ain - 6:00 p a t.

Open Daily 
9:00am - 9:00pm

E9DERBY
APPLIANCES;

1599 Lincoln Highway 
Route 27 

Edison, NJ 08817

❖  Refrigerators & Freezers
❖  Washer • Dryers
❖  Ranges & Wall Ovens
❖  Dishwashers
❖  TV’s & VCR’s
❖  Mattresses & Box Springs
❖  Microwaves
❖  Air Conditioners
❖  Audio & Video
❖  And More...

The Little Store with the
BIGGEST DISCOUNTS

T H E  N E W  J E R S E Y  C O N V E N T IO N  A N D  E X P O S IT I O N  C E N T E R  I
A T  R A R IT A N  C E N T E R , E D IS O N  N E W  JE R S E Y  08837

2 0 0 2  S p r in g /S u m m e r  C a le n d a r  o f  P u b l ic  E v e n ts

KGP COMPUTER SHOW
NEW BRUNSWICK KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW 
ROYAL PALACE CIRCUS

MAR. 16-17 
MAR. 23-24 
MAR. 26

COUNTRY FOLK ART SHOW 
AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION 
ABILITIES EXPO
RECORD SETTER - VINYL ONLY
ST. FRANCIS HSA TRICKY TRAY AUCTION■ /

APR. 5-7 
APR. 9 
APR. 12-14 
APR. 28 
APR. 28

NACAC COLLEGE FAIR 
TRENTON COMPUTER FESTIVAL 
MCRCC BUSINESS TO BUSINESS EXPO 
FOOTBALL SPECTACULAR

MAY 1-2 
MAY 4-5 
MAY 14 
MAY 17-19

KGP COMPUTER SHOW 
IRISH DANCE FESTIVAL 
COUNTRY FOLK ART SHOW

JUN 8-9 
JUNE 22 
JULY 19-21

GREENBERG’S TRAIN, TOY & DOLLHOUSE SHOW 
ANTIQUES JUBILEE 
KGP COMPUTER SHOW

AUG. 10-11 
AUG. 10-11 
AUG. 17-18

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (732) 417-1400 
PRESS (1) FOR DIRECTIONS, PRESS (2) FOR SHOW INFORMATION

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UP TO DATE CHANGES @ 
WWW.NJEXPOCENTER.COM

New Lower Prices On All Cigars 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

WE STOCK MANY FAMOUS BRANDS 
OF BRIAR & MEERSCHAUMS PIPES 

Join our Tobacco Club!

We Also Have
CHESS SETS. GAMES. BEER STEINS. 
SHAVING SETS & CIGARETTE CASES

Ltd .
T o b a c c o  &  G i f t s  

453 Menlo Park Mall, Edison 
732-494-8333

1115 US Hwy. 1 South 
Edison, N.J. 08837 
Located in Prince Street Plaza

Tel: 732-494-1900

O u r  e x p e r ie n c e d  s ta f f  fa lls  
s e c o n d  to  n o n e .  W i th  z e ro  
to le r a n c e  fo r  im p e r fe c t io n s ,  w e  
p ro v id e  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  w o rk  th a t  
o u r  c u s to m e r s  d e s e rv e . C o m e  
a n d  sp o il  y o u r  c a r  to  a ll  th e  
e x tra s  t h a t  o u r  a c c e s s o r y  s h o p  
c a n  p ro v id e . E v e ry th in g  f ro m  
s p o r t  w h e e ls  to  p e r f o rm a n c e  
e x h a u s ts ,w e  h a v e  i t  a ll.
W e t r u ly  a r e

Your Complete One Stop Auto Shop.

Ultimate Collision & 
Ultimate Auto 
Accessories

Hours: M on.- Fri. 8:30am  ~  6:00pm  • S a t ~12:00pm C losed

mailto:kserrano@thnt.com
http://WWW.NJEXPOCENTER.COM
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15 Minutes from Freehold 
10 Minutes from Sayreville 
20 Minutes from Bridgewater 
20 Minutes from the Plainfields so u.s. rt. i Ed is o n  • 732-985-0290

H o n o r  
s - P l a n  &  

v * - P l a n e
BUY
FOR

6 cyl, 5 spd, ps, pABS, a/c, am/fm st, pw, pi, p/mirror, keyless entry, bed 
liner, bed extender, leather wrapped steering whl, cruise, power pkg, 
convenience pkg, stk# 4913, vin# 2TM08691, MSRP: $16,565, $674 due at 
delivery, incl $0 down pint, $0 rec sec dep, $475 bank fee & 1st mo pmt. 
Total payments: $9,552. Total cost of lease $10,027. ELPO: $6,626.

6  cy l, 5 sp d , p s , p b , a /c , a m /fm  st/C D , s tk #  4931  
v in #  2 5 2 7 0 5 1 7 , M SRP: $ 2 0 ,4 5 5 .4  cyl, 5 sp d , p s , p b , a /c , a m /fm  st/CD, f lo o r  m a ts , stk #  

4925 , m o d e l#  DXP, v in #  20535335 , MSRP: $14 ,620 . v

M M ia fe
. m m
| In Stock 

NOW!

6 cyl, auto, ps, pb, a/c, am/fm st/CD, stk#4537, vin 
1016877767, MSRP: $21,255. A

15 Minutes from Freehold 
10 Minutes from Sayreville 
20 Minutes from Bridgewater 
20 Minutes from the Plainfields

Closed end leases for credit qualified individuals, subject to approval by primary lender. 
bined with any other cqjftmn, promotion or offer. Ad expires ff lt three days after publica

openroadmazda.com
a consumer, except for lie., reg. fees and taxes. Offer can NOT be com-Lessee resp. for maint.

- » c y l ,  u u t« > .  p s ,  p h ,  , t / c ,  a m / f m  s t / c ^ . v , , \ m ,  p i ,  p / m i m u s ,  t 
h m h Jc I #  E S i t i 5 ,  s t k / /  V H W  m & m W n ,  V j f o t t U :
a t  d e l i v e r y ,  i n c l  $ 2 . 2 * H  d o w n  p m t ,  S O  t w  s e e  h a
p u t i .  T o t a l  p a v m v u l v  S 5 , t T u i a i  h i m  t < t 'K tU M ‘ S '1, 0 l i t

APR F in a n c in g
O n S e le c t  M o d els  F o r  Q u ailified  B u y e rs

Saturday, 3/23 * On Select Models For Quailified Buyers



THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2002 Home News tribune

DAY IN THE LIFE OF EDISON

A DIFFERENT KIND OF DOC
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MARK R. SULLIVAN/Chief photographer

■  Siman Weng holds up the tools of her trade. While the idea of someone sticking needles into the body makes some folks writhe 
in mental pain, others swear by accupuncture, the Chinese art of healing that is more than 4,000 years old.

$Sf)*Vs --------:------ r riftf
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i
JODY SOMERS/Staff photographer

NAME: Siman Wang.
BIRTHPLACE: Shanghai, 
China.
AGE: 45.
FAMILY: Husband Yuan Go 
and 16-year-old daughter, 
Fan Go.
OCCUPATION: Acupunctur
ist and owner of Shanghai 
Acupuncture Herb Center.
EDUCATION: Graduated 
from Shanghai University of 
Traditional Chinese Med
icine.
CERTIFICATIONS: Diplo 
mate in acupuncture and 
Chinese herbology of the

National Commission for 
the Certification of Acu
puncturists. Licensed in 
New York and New Jersey. 
AWARDS: In high school, 
she won a prize in art and 
calligraphy for her district. 
FAVORITE TV SHOW: The 
news.
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: “If you have a 
dream of something you 
love, work hard for that.” 
FAVORITE FOOD: Fish. 
FAVORITE VACATION: 
France.
HOBBIES: Listening to clas
sical music, traveling.

By ERIC FORMAN
H E A L TH  W R IT E R

P erhaps in a Chinese ] 
newspaper, Siman Wang 
would be Dr. Siman

Wang.
■i

In an American newspaper, 
however, the certified acupunc
turist is just Siman Wang.

That’s because, according to 
generally accepted newspaper 
style, the title “Dr.” is reserved 
for doctors of medicine, osteop
athy and podiatric medicine.

At Shanghai University of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, 
Wang was required to study 
Western medicine in addition 
to her specialty in acupuncture 
and herbal medicine.

Back in China, she worked 
for 10 years at St. Luke’s Hospi
tal alongside M.D.s — who also 
received training in herbal 
medicine — and was permitted 
to prescribe medication.

But her second-class status 
since immigrating to the 
United States 15 years ago does 
not bother Wang.

She is happy to use acupunc
ture and herbal medicine to 
make her patients feel better.

“I like what I’m doing right 
now because I’m the person to 
help people,” says Wang.
“When patients get better, I’m 
happy.”

Wang opened Shanghai Acu
puncture Herb Center on Route 
27 more than three years ago.

The office looks very much 
like a doctor’s office. It has a 
i clean smell. Soothing classical 
music plays on the stereo. The 
patient rooms have that famil
iar cushioned examining table 
with tissue-thin paper.

But the dozens of small draw
ers behind the reception desk 
— where one might expect to 
find patient files — are brim
ming with herbs, leaves, seeds 
and roots. Each drawer is la
beled in Chinese.

And in the examining room 
one finds “The Chart of Na
tional Standard for Locations 
of the Channel Acupoints,” the 
acupuncturist’s map to prop
erly placing her thin needles.

In a brochure, Wang lists 51 
medical conditions that can be 
treated with acupuncture, 
ranging from headaches to pre
menstrual syndrome. Wang 
says acupuncture is very effec
tive for allergies and back pain.

“People suffer allergies so 
much, and the medication 
doesn’t help that much,” says 
Wang, who treats her own hus
band’s allergies with acupunc

ture. She followed Yuan Go to 
the United States because he 
was studying French literature 
at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison. He now teaches

French literature at the Peddie 
School in Hightstown, where 
they live.

She also uses acupuncture to 
help her 16-year-old daughter’s

nearsightedness. A junior at 
Peddie, Fan Go is studying 
abroad this year in France.

The needles are sterile and 
disposed after each use. If used

appropriately, Wang says, the 
needles stimulate the nervous 
system to release natural chem
icals that make patients feel 
better. According to Chinese 
lore, she says, the needles open

channels that improve the 
body’s energy flow.

The needles, which she says 
are painless, stay in the patient 
for about 30 minutes.

In the middle of the inter
view, she runs to a patient 
room to remove some needles 
that have been in for a while. 
Like many of her patients, who 
feel relaxed from the treatment, 
this one dozed off while she 
was gone.

A lot of her patients feel bet
ter right away, but some re
quire three or four treatments. 
They can have up to eight nee
dles inserted in one session de
pending on their ailments.

“Diagnosis is very important 
and my Western medical back
ground helps me a lot,” says 
Wang, who wears a white gown 
at work. She needs to know 
precisely what is wrong before 
puncturing, say, the ankle for 
uterine problems or the area 
below the knee for digestive 
problems.

Unlike medication, Wang 
says, acupuncture has no side 
effects.

It’s ironic that in this coun
try Chinese medicine is viewed 
as new or alternative; in China 
it is considered traditional 
medicine, with a 4,000-year his
tory.

Herbal medicines and sup
plements are now a booming 
industry in the United States, 
but Wang says the products are 
often used incorrectly. The Chi
nese herb ma huang, for exam
ple, is widely taken in pills 
touted as “fat burners” that 
have been linked to cardiovas
cular problems and deaths. In 
China the herb is used in 
smaller doses to treat respira
tory conditions such as 
asthma, says Wang.

Although she loves medicine, 
Wang once considered becom
ing an artist.

“I almost went to art school 
before I went to medical 
school,” she says. Her father 
convinced her to learn a more 
practical — and profitable — 
trade: medicine.

But she still uses her artistic 
ability when she gets the 
chance. The bottles of herbs 
her patients receive come 
adorned with an inscription in 
Chinese calligraphy. And she 
sewed her daughter’s silk prom 
dress by hand. When her 
daughter goes off to college, 
Wang hopes to start painting 
again.

Eric Forman: (732) 565-7213; 
e-mail eforman@thnt.com

HE WILL, HE W ill. ROCK YOU

He’s got your stamps, your mail
By SCOTT ALBRIGHT

S TA FF W R ITE R

W hen planning a trip to 
the Menlo Park post 
office, remember to 
bring your letters, packages, 

stamps and dancing shoes.
More likely than not/postal 

clerk Ken Dowd is behind the 
counter at the boxy little office 
by the Menlo Park Mall, and 
his silver Sony cassette player 
is broadcasting a tune from one 
of Dowd’s more than 2,000 rock 
music albums.

Neither rain nor snow nor 
dark of night can prevent this 
49-year-old clerk from perform
ing his job cheerfully — to a 
funky beat.

Dowd’s fascination with rock 
music spanning decades back 
to the mid-1950s represents the 
curious dichotomy of his per
sonality. He reflects wistfully 
on the mostly forgotten work of 
Alphaville, The Blow Monkeys, 
Frankie Goes to Hollywood and 
other faded pop-rock sensations 
of the 1980s.

In that sense, Dowd is a card- 
carrying bohemian, made fur
ther evident by the expired 
Middlesex County College ID 
from the 1970s he still carries 
in his wallet. The photo shows 
him with wavy long brown 
hair that falls past his shoul
ders.

These days, however, his ap
pearance is more conserva
tively appropriate for his job. 
The bespectacled father of one 
wears his hair and beard 
closely trimmed. His courteous 
and soft-spoken manner match 
well with a countenance typical 
of a librarian, accountant or 
. . .  postal clerk.

And yet you still get the feel-
____ ‘ ; .’4

ing that lurking somewhere in
side this man’s pressed, regula
tion U.S. Postal Service 
uniform is a groovin’ dude 
who’d like to rock you like a 
hurricane.

Behind the counter to his 
left, two black canvas Case 
Logic cases each hold 60 cas
sette tapes of rock music, 
neatly labeled and sorted in 
chronological order. He says he 
has four more filled cases at 
home and is currently working 
on a seventh.

Each tape plays an assort
ment of Dowd’s favorites from 

s a given year or two, drawn 
i from the hundreds of albums 
he stores in alphabetical order 
within his Sayreville home.

“It’s not necessarily the 
hits,” Dowd says. “It’s what I 
say is worthy. Customers come 
in all the time and say, ‘I re
member that song.’ ”

Postal work, quite obviously, 
appeals both to Dowd’s meticu
lous nature and his affinity for 
connecting to people.

He notes that he has no inter
est in becoming a mail carrier 
and prefers a climate-con
trolled, orderly environment.

‘I’m not an outdoor person, 
be.ieve me,” he says. “I don’t 
know how they do it.”

A third-generation postal em
ployee, Dowd says he began his 
adult working life as a dish
washer who brought his porta
ble radio to the sink. Later, he 
became a sales manager with a 
music retailer and eventually 
moved on to do accounting 
work for a pharmaceutical 
company for several years.

Looking for better pay and 
benefits to support a family,

JODY SOMERS/Staff photographer

■  Lurking behind this starched, pressed facade of a postal 
worker lurks the heart of a deejay. Ken Dowd punctuates his 
work with rock music going back to the mid-1950s.

Dowd signed up with the postal 
service 16 years ago, about two 
years after his daughter Alaina 
was born. Early on, he worked 
the 1 a.m.-to-9 a.m. shift, sort
ing mail collected in giant 
sacks. To do the sorting, Dowd 
said he was forced to memorize 
all the streets — often totaling 
in the thousands — in a given 
route to efficiently organize 
outgoing letters.

“They give (a new hire) the 
hardest stuff to see if you can 
cut it,” the post office veteran 
says with pride.

Dowd eventually graduated 
into a more comfortable 8:20 
a.m.-to-5:20 p.m. daytime shift 
that includes being responsible 
for the office’s stamp supply. 
When he talks about his career, 
his ambition appears to be fo
cused solely on how he can do 
his present job better.

Dowd admits'he has already ;

reached the top salary range 
for his position as a counter 
clerk, but says he has no real 
interest in moving up the pro
verbial ladder to become a su
pervisor. He is satisfied where 
he is.

In the hours after lunch, the 
two-counter office is serviced 
by Dowd and Dean Schaefer, 
who wears a stud in his ear 
and his hair a little long in the 
back. The two men grew up 
around an Iselin block from 
each other as children and 
joined the Menlo Park office 
within months of each other 
about seven years ago.

When Dowd strolls in from a 
late lunch, his silver Sony is 
spewing out sports scores 
rather than electric guitar riffs.

“What are you listening to?” 
says Dowd with playful irrita
tion.

“I’m trying to listen to,scores

NAME: Ken Dowd.
AGE: 49.
BIRTHPLACE: Newark. 
FAMILY: wife Anita; daugh
ter, Alaina, 18; and a Cairn 
Terrier named Jake.
OCCUPATION: United States 
Postal Service clerk.
EDUCATION: Graduated 
from JFK High School in 
Iselin; attended Middlesex 
County College for a year. 
HOBBIES: Music, cooking.

FAVORITE MUSICIAN: David 
Bowie.
FAVORITE MUSIC GENRE:
Classic rock.
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Star 
Wars.”
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: “Definitely stay in 
college. Granted, I was one 
of the lucky ones to get a 
good job, but there aren’t 
that many out there now, 
and the only way to make 
sure you get a good one is to 
stay in college.”

here,” says Schaeffer. “Shhhh! 
Don’t speak!”

“What nerve. . . ” complains 
Dowd, with a Felix Unger im
pression that is perhaps unin
tended.

In this small post office that 
employs just three full-time 
clerks, Dowd clearly appreci
ates working with a friend. 
Though space in the office is 
relatively tight, the two men 
face expansive glass windows 
filled with a bustling mall park
ing lot and a bright blue sky.

When a female customer of 
apparent Asian descent ap
proaches Dowd’s counter on 
this sunny afternoon, Dowd po
litely asks if one of her letters 
in a lime green envelope is a 
birthday card.

When the customer, who 
speaks broken English, says 
that yes, the green envelope 
does indeed carry a birthdky 
card, Dowd quickly replies, 
“Well. . . ” with the relish of 
someone prepared for just such 
a circumstance. “We have 
birthday stamps.” i

To the card, Dowd affixes a 
multicolored stamp with the 
birthday message and then 
takes money from the woman 
who smiles, tickled by his en
thusiasm.

With a discreetly murmured 
tone reserved for embarrassing 
news, Dowd informs a cus
tomer trying to mail a package 
for his boss that he needs more 
postage.

Later on, as another custom
er’s credit card takes a little 
long to process, Dowd hums 
along softly to Janet Jackson’s 
“What Have You Done For Me 
Lately,” playing on the silver 
Sony. He taps the credit card 
against the counter to the beat.

Dowd seems to delight in the 
bombardment of little problems 
and challenges that he is fully 
prepared to handle, like a 
hockey goalie fending off Nerf 
pucks.

“We’ve built up a clientele,” 
Dowd says. “They like us and 
they come back.”

Scott Albright: (732) 565-7255; 
e-mail: albrigM@thnt.com

mailto:eforman@thnt.com
mailto:albrigM@thnt.com
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■
Num bers from  th e  2 0 0 0  census

Total population 97,687
Percent o f Percent o f

2000 population 2000 population

0 to 4 6,299 6.4% Median age 36.3
5 to 9 6,085 6.2% Male 47,926 49.1%

10 to 14 6,223 6.4% Female 49,761 50.9%
15 to 19 5,793 5.9% White 58,116 59.5%
20 to 24 5,532 5.7% Black - 6,728 6.9%
25 to 34 16,578 17.0% American Indian,
35to44 16,613 17.0% Alaska Native 132 0.1%
45 to 54 14,098 14.4% 28,597 29.3%
55 to 59 4,912 5.0% Native Hawaiian,
60 to 64 3,886 4.0% Pacific islander 37 0.0%

IIISome other race 1,973 2.0%
L  f  4 2  ^ormoreraces 2,104 2.2%35 and over 1,247 13% , ' . /0,
100 to 104 10 0.0% Hl5pamC(«/®r«i 6,226 6.4%
105 to 110 _  0 0%
nd ot er

Percent o f

Hispanic Origin HisPanic

Mexican 
Puerto Rican 
Cuban

ipan
population

546 8.77%
2,095 33 65 
590 9.48

Asian Origin

Asian Indian 
Bangladeshi 
Cambodian

Percent o f 
Asian 

population

16,898 59.09% 
63 0.22
4 0.01

Dominican 366 5.88 Chinese 5,589 19.54
Costa Rican 49 0.79 Filipino 2,354 8.23
Guatemalan 58 0,93 Hmong 0.00
Honduran 50 0.80 Indonesian 158 0.55
Nicaraguan 26 0.42 Japanese 148 0.52
Panamanian 20 0.32 Korean 1,597 5.58 'r
Salvadoran 63 1.01 Laotian 1 0.00 *■ ‘ 4
Other Malaysian 5 0.02
Central American 11 0.18 Pakistani 671 2.35
Argentinian
Bolivian
Chilean
Columbian
Ecuadorian

59
4
33
486
132

0.95 Sti Lankan 
0.06 Taiwanese 
0.53 Thai 
7.81 Vietnamese

53
399

330
2.12 Native Hawaiian 4

0.19
1.40
0.15
1.15
0.01

Paraguayan 6 0.10 Other Asian 146 0.51
Peruvian 201 3.23
Uruguayan 25 0.40
Venezuelan 46 0.74
Other 40 0.64
South American 219 352

Other Hispanic 1,101 17.68

Total housing units 36,018 % of units
Occupied housing
Owner-occupied
Renter-occupied
Vacant-
For seasonal
/recreational use

35,136
22,419
12,717

882

97.6%
62.2%
35.3%

2.4%

86 0.02%

Home ownership by race
Overall (all races)
White 
Black \
American Indian,
Alaska Native 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
Some other race 
Two or more races 
Hispanic (of any race)

63.8%
73.5%
35.5%

35.3%
48.5%\0/42.3%
44.0%
50.4%

Households

With children

Total: 35,136
% of households

witn cnuaren
under 18 12,887 36.7%
With senior
citizens 7,991 22.7%
Families 25,881 737%
Married-
couple families 21,472 61.1%
Married with . ■
children 10,419 29.7%
Single mothers 1,287 3.7%
Single fathers 363 1.0%
Non-family
households 9,255 26.3%
Living alone 7,419 21,1%
Age 65 or over
living alone 2,522 7.2%
Average
household size 2.72
Average 
family size 3.19

p ^ “ dpartners 
Male-female
unmarried partners 1,094
Male-male
unmarried partners 71
Female-female
unmarried partners 76
Living in
group quarters 2,100

Total under-18 
population: 22,322
Under 18 living in married- 
couple family 
Under 18 living 
with single father

Under 18 living with single 
mother

% of 
under-18 

population

17,997 81%

528 2%

2,019 9%

S o u N D
For years, the people of Edison have been w

open spaces. It’s a quandary that has stirre d politicians and activ
done to solve these problems? Bi

I N
■estling with the dual (

ild more parks? A mon

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH:; BY K E IT H  MUCCILLI/ST,

It’s really congested here 
now. Ten years ago it wasn’t 
like this. I’ve lived here 
almost 22 years. A lot more 
people are moving here from 
the city, and there are a lot 
more industries like here at 
Raritan Center. Something 
should be done about it, but I 
don’t think the municipality 
can do anything about it. 
Mass transit is good, but 
people are driving their own 
cars. More people should 
take mass transit to lessen 
the congestion.

Leonard Maiahanan, 60, 
Edison
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We need better streets and people should drive better. People should take mass transit. We had buses
W itat one time, but they don’t

_____ ____ _______________ „ . . . ____  w w . ten I was working, I drove
my own car to Carteret and Rahway. We need more parks and ball fields.
Jamos Minus, 67, Edison, retired welder

5
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G O F F
iroblems of traffic congestion and the lack of 
ists, residents and store owners. What can be 
orail? A park-and-ride facility?

nd open-space problems?
F PHOTOGRAPHER

raffle congestion is getting 
orse. There’s too much building 
>ing on, and nobody is putting a 
op to it. Look at Talmadge Road 
one. They’ve got to put a stop to 
, Enough is enough. There’s not 
uch open space in Edison is 
iere? The more building that 
Ley do, the schools are going to 
ive to grow, everything will 
ive to grow, the police 
apartment, the fire department 
id your taxes are going to go up.

Sggy Steinbeck, payroll clerk, 
$son resident for 40 years

:’s a nightmare. I live on 
lainfield Avenue, and sometimes 
; takes me 15 minutes just to get 
at of my driveway. There’s no 
ourtesy on the road. I’d like to 
love someplace where the town 
as maybe 200 people in it and 
ve cars.
i

felt Lester, 54, groundskeeping 
preman, Edison resident
*r 13 years

I definitely think Edison is congested, but I don’t think it’s too bad compared to other areas 
in New Jersey. Mainly Route 1 and some on Route 27. But I really can’t complain compared 
to other places I’ve lived in New Jersey, like down in Freehold and the Manalapan area. 
That was always bad, and now I work up in north Jersey, and it’s horrible up there. In this 
area, there are a whole lot of lights, and they all seem to be kind of timed against you. 
When you’ve got one red, you’ve got them all down the line.
Tishana Kabok, 26, accountant, Edison resident for four years
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I think traffic in Edison is 
terrible. Having lived here 33 
years, I’ve seen it grow. I think 
part of the problem is all the 
building they’re doing. Strip 
malls that we don’t need, drug 
stores that we certainly don’t 
need another one of. At this 
point, they’ve ruined the town. I 
really don’t know what they 
could do now. Stop building.

Andrea Kozodoy, 67, Edison, 
housewife

Congestion is a problem in 
Sdison, especially where my 
aster-in-law lives, Durham 
Yoods. Coming out of the 
complex, they probably need a 
ight there. Because there’s just 
Estop sign and just to make a 
eft, you can’t get out of there. 
Fhe Menlo Park area and 
ftelton Road are bad, but 
here’s not much they can do 
here. Over there, there’s 
iready lights and stuff. Maybe 
hey could widen some lanes. I 
ion’t. know. I’m not an 
mgineer. Mass transit would 
irobably help, but even with 
iuses it would be the same 
hing, they’d be stuck in traffic, 
mless they were going to build 
rains or trolleys or something 
like that.

Jairo Henao, 39, Woodbridge

Because of the sprawl of 
Edison, the aesthetic 
quality of life is not 
exactly pleasant. You 
have parks, but the 
aesthetic quality of 
them is totally lacking. 
There are no flowers, 
there are no gardens, 
there are no places to 
just enjoy the sight of 
things. 1

Helena Frank©!, Edison 
resident for 12 years

I don’t think mass transit is going to do it, although I am 
very much in favor of mass transit. It’s the way New Jersey 
has grown up without any planning whatsoever. What they 
should do, and the local government is the key one to do 
this, is set up a plan for the future, for the long term. You 
need mass transit, better access, incentives to get away from 
the car. Communities need to be planned so that you don’t 
throw malls all over the place. You have them in strategic 
places; you don’t allow them to be in certain places. You 
need professionals planning, not for this year, but for five 
years from now. Not reacting, but projecting. Open space is 
disastrous in New Jersey just in general. Edison is such a 
mish-mosh and so huge.

Henry Frank®!, Edison resident for 12 years

There’s a lot of traffic, but it’s because 
it’s a good town, and everybody wants to 
move here. That’s why I moved here. We 
need road improvement, and we 
definitely need more mass transit, more 
buses than we have. There’s adequate 
open space and enough parks now.

Helen® Fenton, 34, Edison resident fair 
eight years

Congestion is a big problem. 
They have to work on it. 
Bridges or overpasses might 
help. They could widen the 
streets and more public 
transportation is really 
needed. I hardly see buses 
around here. Edison doesn’t 
have enough open space.
Xiomara Blaise, 40, South 
Plainfield
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MEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK

The paint’s not dry yet but the commute is so much easier

JODY SOMERS/Staff photographer

■  “I’m real bullish on this area,” says Kevin Engholm, who moved to Edison with his wife, Elvira, and 4-year-old daughter, Miranda. 
Sitting on one of their few pieces of living-room furniture, a white couch, he says, “It’s really close to the Shore and all the major 
routes in Jersey.”

By JOHN YOCCA
STAFF WRITER

T he Engholms really are 
the new kids on the 
block.

Take one step into their four- 
bedroom Colonial house, and 
the smell of fresh paint still lin
gers in the air, leading you by 
your nose into the family room, 
which is colored bright orange 
and yellow. The one futon 
matches perfectly with the 
sponge-painted walls. Posi
tioned across from a book case 
is a stereo system that is play
ing the soundtrack to “The Lion 
King.”

“We’re still discussing what 
to do with this room,” Elvira 
Engholm says as her 4-year-old 
daughter Miranda, decked out 
in a purple dress, sings along 
while sitting on her beanbag.

Kevin and Elvira Engholm 
moved to Edison in October, 
looking to make Kevin’s com
mute to Rutgers University for 
school and Jersey City for work 
a little bit easier. Not only does 
Kevin say his commute is no 
longer a headache, but he’s in
fatuated with the area itself.

“I’m real bullish on this 
area,” Kevin says, sitting in his 
living room, which is furnished 
with one white couch, a wicker 
chair and a piano. “It’s really 
close to the Shore and all the 
major routes in Jersey.”

But Edison is a far cry from 
where the couple spent most of 
their married life. Kevin and El
vira met in Mexico City, mar
ried in Mexico City, and lived 
in Mexico City for seven years 
before moving to the United 
States. They lived in Florida be
fore moving to Howell in Mon
mouth County three years ago.

But the constant moving 
around, together with the fact 
the couple has no family in the 
area, has made the transition a 
little difficult. Since Miranda is 
not yet enrolled in school, El
vira and her daughter spend 
1 '

most of the day together, wait
ing for Kevin to come home.

Kevin is the director of train
ing and development for Prebon 
Yamane, a global interdealer 
brokering service. He’s usually 
out of the house by 6:30 a.m. ei

ther to go to work or catch his 
doctoral class at Rutgers.

Elvira has a Mary Kay cos
metics business that she runs 
during the day: while taking Mi
randa shopping or to ballet les
sons.

“We like to feed the ducks in 
the lake,” Elvira says. “But I 
haven’t had a chance to really 
see a lot of the area yet. When it 
gets warmer well be outside 
more.”

At night, it’s family time —

experiencing new restaurants, 
or cooking and partaking in 
reading exercises with Mi
randa, who speaks both English 
and Spanish, or dancing to 
music.

“For us it’s important to be

NAME: Kevin Engholm. 
AGE: 36.
BIRTH CITY: Ashland, 
Wise.
FAMILY: Married to El
vira; one daughter, Mi
randa, 4.
OCCUPATION: Director of 
training for Prebon Ya
mane.
EDUCATION: Bachelor’s 
degree from Bethel Col
lege in St. Paul, Minn.; 
completed masters pro
gram in clinical psychol
ogy at The National Au
tonomous University of 
Mexico, Mexico City; sec
ond-year doctoral student 
at Rutgers University.
HOBBIES: Playing piano 
and cello, running, tennis. 
FAVORITE MUSICIAN; 
Billy Joel or Yo Yo Ma. 
FAVORITE MOVIE: “The 
Mission,”
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: “Don’t settle 
just for good. Strive for 
the best.”

together,” Kevin says, as Mi
randa, flashing a bright smile, 
imitates her father’s hand ges
tures. “Because our family isn’t 
around here.”

The Engholms do travel to 
Howell every week to go to their 
Evangelical Free Church, to 
participate in various activities.

They’ve made an effort to 
meet their neighbors, and El
vira says she’s planning to orga
nize some kind of party this 
summer to get more familiar 
with the other residents on 
Scott Avenue — because they 
don’t plan on leaving for a 
while.

“I suspect we’ll be here for a 
while,” Kevin said. “So far, 
we’ve been really happy here.”

John Yocca: (732) 565-7256; 
e-mail jyocca@thnt.com
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Designer Fixtures 
and Lamps Sale!

Coupon valid until 3/26/02

1 Join Our Bakery Outlet Kid’s Clubl

Sw eetest Deals in Tow n!
r t& r lT j  Coupon valid until 3/26/02

Any
Entenmann’s

Buy 3 G et
1 * i

IS
*Blackline product only. Limit one 

coupon per person per day. Not to be 
combined with other offers. Limit one 

. freejtem_per coupon.______
Coupon valid 3/27/02-4/02/02

Entenmann’s
Buy 1 G et
1* FREE!

*Blackline product only. Limit one 
coupon per person per day. Not to be 
combined with other offers. Limit one 

free item per coupon.

20% OFF
All

Freihofer’s*
Products

*Blackline product only. Limit one 
coupon per person per day. Not to be 

combined with other offers.
Coupon valid 3/27/02-4/02/02

1

----- i

B u y  1 B r e a d  
G e t  1* FREE!

*Blackline product only. Limit one 
coupon per person per day. Not to be 
combined with other offers. Limit one 

free item per coupon.

.Offers Valid at Entenmann’s Bakery Outlet Only
Did you Know? We Offer a 10% Senior Hours:

Discount Everyday! Plus a Freezer Plan! g-irJinTs’ssi

2120 Lincoln Hwy. 
(Rt. 27) • Edison 

732-287-8310

JUST MINUTES AWAY FROM FT.t!

t^ L
REVLON

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R S
l® g | l i m  K IH IX fIC  CLUB

H ,

BTU1SS
191 Talmadge Road • Edison 

732-287-0605  
w w w .x-trem efit.com

New Toning Equipment by: Atlantis, Hammer Strength, Flex & Stairmaster
Aerobics,/Yoga/Kickboxing 

Cardiovascular Equipment by: Quinton, Stairmaster & Precor
FREE Personal Training * 20,000 lbs. of Free Weights 

Supervised Nursery • Tanning Facilities 
Men's & Women's Locker Facilities • Juice Bar & Nutritional Supplements

i "2003 spsTb n g  Y pecTa iT  j
$ 1 0 0  O FF M E M B E R S H IP  fe e

I  Contact Membership Representative for appointment I
L.««.
S fO io M P U A m

WITH TOUR OF FACILITY
I  Contact Membership Representative for appointment I

^60^^54/30/02^ ______  ,„ ,J|

CATERING FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS

Franco’s Pizza
170 Talmadge Road, Edison, New Jersey

M onday thru Saturday 10;00am -9:30pm

732-248-2484 foca™ up
Delivery All Day, Limited Area ($7.00 minimum)

« r

$1.25 OFF i  $1.25 OFF
ANY LARGE PIZZA ! !  ANY LARGE PIZZA

Coupon cannot be used as a tip. Coupon not valid if not mentioned I 
when ordering. One Coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be | 

combined with any other special offer. Price valid with coupon only. 
Coupon expires 4/30/2002

$2.25 OFF
2  LARGE PIZZAS

Coupon cannot be used as a tip. Coupon not valid if not mentioned 
when ordering. One Coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be 

combined with any other special otter. Price valid with coupon only. 
Coupon expires 4/30/2002

p I l l W I I I W W I f l f l l
LARGE VEGGIE PIZZA

Green Peppers 
Onion and Mushrooms

$11.99

Coupon cannot be used as a tip. Coupon not valid if not mentioned 
when ordering. One Coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be 

combined with arty other special otter. Price valid with coupon only. 
Coupon expires 4/30/2002

$2.25 OFF
• 2  LARGE PIZZAS

Coupon cannot be used as a tip. Coupon not valid if not mentioned 
when ordering. One Coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be 

combined with any other special offer. Price valid with coupon only. 
Coupon expires 4/30/2002

LARGE MEAT PIZZA
Pepperoni Sausage 

& Meatball
No

Substitutions ^  |  I  ■ 'W T  +  Tax
Coupon not valid if not mentioned when ordering. One Coupon per 

customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other special otter. 
Price valid with coupon only. Coupon expires 4/30/2002

No
Substitutions $11.99 +  Tax

Coupon not valid if not mentioned when ordering. One Coupon per _  
customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other special offer, ( fe u . 

Price valid with coupon only. Coupon expires 4/30/2002
!|3
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iARAOKE
at the

RAMADA PLAZA HOTEL
(R a ritan  C enter)

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
7pm - 11pm

H appy Hour 5:0 0 p m
Every Tues, Wed & Friday

Free Hors 9 oeuvres
CASH PRIZE!!!

I BRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT!!!
LIVE MUSIC

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
3050 Woodbridge Ave (Rt. 514) • Edison, NJ

Located inside Raritan Center Off of King George Post Road

Karaoke Every Wednesday at the Ramada Plaza Hotel 
For Information/Directions Call 732-661-1000

II

mailto:jyocca@thnt.com
http://www.x-tremefit.com
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True-blue roots: Policing Edison’s streets is in his blood
By KATHLEEN HOPKINS

S TA FF W R ITER

Michael Dudash died al
most eight decades 
ago, but first he started 

a family tradition that lives on 
today in Edison.

Dudash was one of the first 
three patrolmen hired in Rari
tan Township, the predecessor 
to modern-day Edison.

When Robert Dudash Jr. 
joined the Edison police force 
in 1997, he represented the 
third generation of his family 
to join Edison’s law-enforce
ment community. He now has 
five years of service under his 
belt.

His father, Robert Dudash 
Sr., is an Edison police lieuten
ant who oversees community 
policing.

Law enforcement skipped a 
generation: Robert Dudash Jr.’s 
grandfather, John Dudash, 
passed up a police career for 
one making ceramic fixtures. 
However, John Dudash, who 
died in 1989, did serve as a vol
unteer firefighter and as a chief 
of Raritan Engine Company 
No. 2.

The youngest Dudash on the 
police force never knew his 
great-grandfather, but the fam
ily tradition in law enforce
ment influenced him for as long 
as he can remember.

He was 5 years old when his 
father became an Edison police
man.

“I still remember him being 
sworn in,” the officer says. “It 
was in the courtroom of the old 
municipal building. I can pic
ture it. I pretty much knew 
then I wanted to be a cop.”

The family tradition, how
ever, was almost stopped at its 
roots.

Michael Dudash, who first 
worked as a constable for the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad, re
ceived badge No. 3 when he was 
hired as a patrolman in 1923, 
the year the Raritan Township 
Police Department was estab
lished. A year later, as the 
35-year-old patrolman was re
sponding to a car accident, his 
motorcycle struck a disabled 
truck stopped in the roadway 
on a foggy, rainy night. He died 
three days later on Oct. 3,1924, 
leaving five children.

Michael Dudash was the first 
of only two police officers to die 
in the line of duty in what is 
now Edison. The other, Pa
trolman Frank Papaianni, was 
fatally shot by a bank robber on 
Sept. 16,1971.

Because his grandfather died 
in the line of duty, Robert Du
dash Sr.’s mother, Catherine, 
tried to discourage her son 
from becoming a police officer, 
says Robert Dudash Jr. That 
worked until the elder Robert 
Dudash reached age 34. Then 
he gave up a career as a tire- 
store manager and joined the 
Edison police force a year be
fore he reached the cutoff age to 
become an officer.

Lt. Dudash never discour
aged his son from following in 
his footsteps.

“His advice to me was, ‘It’s a 
good job. I’ll support you 110 
percent,’ ’’ Officer Dudash says. 
“He did it, and he wanted to see 
me do it.”

The younger Dudash grew up 
hearing his father’s police sto
ries about the humor, camara
derie and, sometimes, the blood 
and gore on the job, and he 
knew he wanted it.

“Being in the same house as 
a cop, you hear all the stores, 
the whole aura of police work,” 
he says. “You hear about the 
fun times and the not-so-fun 
times. The fatal accidents and 
the gore are unfortunately part 
of the job.”

It was always his goal to be a 
police officer, so upon graduat
ing J.P. Stevens High School in 
1990, Robert Dudash Jr. pur
sued a criminal-justice degree 
at Rutgers University.

Since being sworn to duty 
five years ago, Officer Dudash 
has been assigned to the depart
ment’s patrol division, which 
he says is the backbone of the 
department. He works a shift 
that stretches from 3:50 p.m. to 
2:30 a.m., and he loves it.

“It’s very rewarding,” he 
says, recalling his best incident 
two years ago when he and Offi
cer Ted Hammer, disarmed a 
motorist of a cache of rifles, 
shotguns and knives near 
Menlo Park Mall.

While the bulk of his work is 
made up of routine medical 
calls and burglar alarms, Du
dash says the best part is when 
he is called to respond to a 
crime in progress. That’s what 
get’s the adrenaline pumping, 
he explains.

But those calls are few and

far between. Although Edison’s 
population has grown astro
nomically since the days his 
great-grandfather was a pa
trolman, there still isn’t that 
much crime in the township, he 
says. Since 1923, the size of the 
police force has grown from 
three to 207. The police equip
ment, including computers and 
a 911 system, is ultrasophisti- 
cated by 1923 standards. And, 
Edison, mostly farmland then, 
is fully developed and popu
lated by 100,000 residents, he 
notes.

But, he believes his job is 
similar to his great-grandfa
ther’s in many ways.

“I’m sure there were disturb- 
ing-the-peace calls, accidents, 
fights,” Officer Dudash says, 
trying to imagine what his 
great-grandfather’s police ca
reer was like. “There were 
probably a lot of similar things 
as today. There was obviously 
no credit-card fraud or com
puter crime.”

The main thing Officer Du
dash says he has to deal with 
that his great-grandfather 
didn’t is congestion: “We don’t 
have a bad community as far as 
crime goes. Traffic congestion 
is one of our biggest problems, 
luckily.”

Knocking on a wooden desk, 
Dudash sa.ys he has never yet 
been in a situation he has 
deemed life-threatening. The 
29-year-old officer says he 
would like to have a family of 
his own some day. While he 
would never push a son or 
daughter into a law-enforce
ment career, he hopes the fam
ily tradition continues.

“I would love to have a son 
be a fourth-generation police of
ficer. I wouldn’t mind having a 
daughter become a cop. I think 
any thing is possible. I’d love to 
see a fourth-generation Dudash 
on the Edison Police Depart
ment.”

Kathleen Hopkins: (908) 
353-8003

JASON TOW LEN/Staff photographer

■  Robert Dudash Jr. grew up hearing his father’s police stories about the humor, camaraderie and, sometimes, the blood and gore 
on the job, and he knew he wanted it. “Being in the same house as a cop, you hear ail the stories, the whole aura of police work,” 
he says. “You hear about the fun times and the not-so-fun times.

Courtesy of Robert Dudash Jr.

■  Back in the days when 
Edison was called Raritan 
Township, Michael Dudash 
patrolled the streets on a 
motorcycle.

NAME: Robert Dudash Jr. 
BIRTHPLACE: Perth Amboy 
General Hospital.
AGE: 29.
FAMILY: He is the great- 
grandson of the late Pa
trolman Michael Dudash; 
grandson of the late John Du
dash, a volunteer firefighter; 
son of police Lt. Robert Du
dash Sr.; brother of Denise 
Dudash.
OCCUPATION: Patrolman. 
EDUCATION: Graduate J.P. 
Stevens High School, Edison, 
1990; bachelor’s degree in

criminal justice and sociology 
from Livingston College of 
Rutgers University, 1994; cur
rently pursuing a master’s de
gree in human resources at 
Rutgers.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: Ad
visor for Edison police Ex
plorer’s post; member, Edison 
Planning Board; member, 
board of trustees, Edison 
Youth Service Corps.
CIVIC AWARDS AND HON
ORS: Inducted into New Jer
sey Police Honor Legion,
June 2000.

FAVORITE MOVIES: The “Star 
Wars” series.
FAVORITE TELEVISION 
SHOW: “The Dukes of Haz
ard.”
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: Stay away from 
drugs.
CURRENTLY READING: Text 
books for graduate studies. 
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUESTS: Mother, Patricia 
Dudash, who died in Janu
ary, and late grandparents, 
John and Catherine Dudash. 
HOBBIES: Hunting, fishing, 
making model cars, softball.

.

1  Gallon  
Reg. Milk
^ $ 1 . 9 9 * ^

Med. Eggs 
2 C artons 
for $ 1 .0 0 *

WEST

Garden Farm Market
927 West Kelly Street * Woodbridge, NJ

732-906-0506
732-906-0507

Fax 732-906-0985
We Serve the Wholesale Industry1

ROUTE 1 NORTH
ROUTE 1 NORTH

FORD AVE. U-TURN

OPEN 8 8PM  • SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF EDISON

Book ’em: Cascio’s goal is variety and 100 percent occupancy
By SUZANNE C. RUSSELL

S TA FF W R ITER

I t’s not quite 9 a.m., and al
ready the wood-paneled hot 
tubs and the latest in gaze

bos, grills and outdoor chimin- 
zas are in place.

The large roll-top doors on ei
ther side of the New Jersey Con
vention & Exposition Center at 
Raritan Center are wide open as 
a caravan of small trucks and 
vans pulls through to drop off 
wares that will be displayed at 
the 13th annual New Jersey 
Home Remodeling & Furn
ishings Show.

About 30,000 will attend the 
show over three days to view 
300 exhibits for contractors and 
do-it-yourselfers featuring ev
erything for inside and outside 
a home.

In preparation for the show, 
workers from the different com
panies are busy creating stone 
gardens and patios, installing 
fish tanks in kitchen islands, 
erecting siding to show off the 
the latests in gutters, and seal
ing the wood paneling on the 
hot tubs.

Joseph Cascio, convention- 
center sales director, surveys 
the work for the show that has 
been a year in the making. As 
companies begin to filter in, 
Cascio, wearing a pin-stripe suit 
and blue shirt, remains nearby, 
knowing he could be called 
upon at any point to help out 
with electrical power or tele
phone service quirks.

At 132,000 square feet, the 
convention and exposition cen
ter is the second largest in the 
state. Cascio is responsible to 
booking the antiques, train, 
boat, dog, computer, recrea
tional vehicles, folk art and cul
tural shows that are open to the 
public on weekends. Educa
tional programs and testing and 
business conferences are con
ducted many weekdays.

And in his business, size mat
ters. The larger the arena, the 
more variety of shows that can 
be booked.

“This is a job where there is 
not a boring day,” says Cascio 
of Metuchen, who said it’s not 
unusual to have an overlap of 
workers taking down decora
tions from one show while other 
group is putting up displays for 
the next.

NAME: Joseph D. Cascio. 
BIRTHPLACE: Newark. 
AGE: 33.
MARRIED: Wife is Jenni
fer.
OCCUPATION: Director of 
sales for the New Jersey 
Convention & Exposition 
Center at Raritan Center. 
EDUCATION: Graduate of 
Seton Hall Prep and Seton 
Hall University, where he 
studied marketing. 
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Gladi- 
ator.”
FAVORITE TV SHOW: “I
don’t look at TV.” 
FAVORITE BOOK: “The 
Catcher in the Rye” by 
J.D. Salinger.
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE: “Respect your 
elders’ advice.”
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUESTS: Howard Hughes 
and Albert Einstein. 
FAVORITE MEAL: Pasta. 
FANTASY OR FAVORTE 
VACATION: Amalfi coast 
of Italy, where he went 
on his honeymoon.

DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

■  Every week — or more often — there’s a new show, so Joseph Cascio, convention-center sales 
director at the New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center at Raritan Center, claims, “This is a job 
where there is not a boring day.”

“We’re booked almost every 
weekend. It’s a lot of work,” 
says Cascio, who works many 
weekends.

No recent event more clearly flannel shirts of the Garden 
epitomizes the versatility of the State Outdoor Sportsmen’s 
center than the weekend of Jan. Show at the center was followed 
12-13 when the blue jeans and by the Jan, 15 formal inaugura

tion gala for Gov. James E. 
McGreevey.

When Cascio left the building 
Sunday night, taxidermists 
were beginning to carry out 
deer heads. By the time he re
turned on Monday morning, the 
red carpet was being laid for 
McGreevey’s elegant inaugura
tion ball.

Cascio says the building’s 
black ceiling disappeared with 
the lighted canopy of fabric 
draped in the hall. Industrial 
columns and walls were cov
ered with heavy theatrical 
drapes, a huge American flag 
was hung on a back wall, and 
state police provided security 
checks for the 5,000 guests.

“It was beautiful,” says Cas
cio, adding plans for the ball 
didn’t begin until after McGree
vey was elected last November.

While most convention-center 
sales directors come to their po
sitions by way of training in the

hotel industry, Cascio’s route 
was a little different.

“I started in 1995 by putting 
together a golf expo,” says Cas
cio, who formerly worked sell
ing industrial and commercial 
real estate. While he knew a lot 
of people working in the golf 
business, it took about four to 
five months to organize the 
event. Most events usually take 
a year to 18 months to organize.

After the show ended, the 
owners talked to him about pro
ducing other events. His father, 
Joseph Cascio, is vice president 
of real estate for Summit Asso
ciates, one of the owners of Rar
itan Center.

Cascio organized a large 
country-music expo in Novem
ber 1995. Shania Twain ap
peared, and it was a huge suc
cess. Now as sales director, a 
job that entails selling the build
ing as a venue for events, he 
says he’s able to offer promoters 
some insight because he’s 
hosted his own shows at the fa
cility.

“I have insight on if the show 
will work, to help them in ad
vertising,” he says. He serves as 
secretary on the National Asso
ciation of Consumer Shows and 
has traveled nationwide to 
shows representing the center 
and the Edison area.

“When I started here in 1995, 
our facility was strained with a 
lot of open dates,” Cascio says. 
As a result, he spent much of 
his first year canvassing shows 
to bring them to the exposition 
and convention center.

“Now I find I’m still canvass
ing, but not as much as before. I 
know the producers who hold 
events in the north east.

“There is a lot of juggling.
The responsibility falls on me to 
fill the building and fill it re
sponsibly,” says Cascio, adding 
some events are booked four or 
five years in advance. One show 
already has been scheduled for 
2007.

While it is possible to host 
two events at the building at 
one time, the events have to be 
compatible.

“You can’t have a dog show 
and an examination,” he said. 
“That’s the challenge now.”

Suzanne Russell: (732) 
565-7335; e-mail srussell@, 
thnt.com
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A S  sa t U o t a ld a t e ,

Tano Mall • 1199 Amboy Ave. • Edison, NJ 
(732) 549-0797 • Tues.-Fri. 9:30-8 • Sat. 9:00-4

f Manicure & Pedicure togetheP,

Tlies. ft Wed. 1/2 Price Pedicure 
l$5.00 Lip and Brow with j

Jack Cooper's Celebrity 
Deli Restaurant is "The Best

Jack Cooper's Celebrity Deli Restaurant is "The Best"
- "Best Deli" - 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999,2000 

NJ Monthly, The Star Ledger, Home News Tribune

MM:'
H
m m

WE ARE OPEN
EASTER SUNDAY

REGULAR MENU 
Breakfast, Lunch/ Dinner 

& much more!

Open 7 Days for 
Diking, Takeout 

& Catering

J A C K

Celebrity Delicatessen 
1199 Amboy Avenue, Edison 

732- 549-4580
mvw.celebrifydeli.com

T T f M S l i i i l i i S

$ 5 .0 0  O F F
ANY PURCHASE 
$25 .00  OR MORE

FIVE DOLLAR SAVINGS
Store Stock Only

H A B A N D
EDISON • 732-494-0406 

Tano Mall • 1199 Amboy Ave.

TONY'S PIZZA & RESTAURANT
1199 AMBOY AVE. • EDISON 

(off Rt. 1 in Tano Mall)
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

• Italian Dinners • Seafood 
• All Types Of Pizza • Hot & Cold Subs

5 4 8 -2 7 7 0  • 5 4 8 -2 7 7 1
$1.00 off Any Large Pizza 

(Cannot be combined).
4/3^0/QZj

D o l l a r  P I  u $
1199 Amboy Ave. • tano Mall • Edison, NJ

732-321-3360
One stop shopping center 
for all your party needs.

Balloons, party favors, decorations & a whole 
lot more. Lawn & Spring decorations, Silk 

Flowers, Bean toys, Gift Bags and Gift Wrap

r . o
^ ___ : _>1 icecream

L / f t f f V C l » b a k e r y

Tano Mall • Amboy Avev Edison
Q  (732)494-0414

--------------------------------------------------------- 1
I $1*00 OFF EASTER CAKEi
I
L. $13*95 or more .j

TANO MALL CLEANERS
1199 Amboy Ave. 

Edison • 732-549-5049

P R ID E  IN
A M E R IC A
Best Quality - Best Price

Quality Shirt Laundering 
$1.00 each

Fine European Tailoring 
Best Alteration prices 

Wedding Gown Cleaning

HALLMARK CARDS AND GIFTS
» > ' A  1199 AMBOY AVE.

E D IS O N , N J 0 8 8 3 7

*  V- P h o n e  (732) 5 4 9 -9 3 6 8
F ax : (732) 5 4 9 -1 0 1 8

,4&k E N SE C O
PR E C IO U S M O M E N T S

HOLIDAY CARDS
, ** PR E -W R A PPE D  G IFT S  

O RN A M EN TS

■  UNITED NATIONAL
B A N K

We stay close to your needs.

Edison Office 
1199 Amboy Ave. 

732-767-1672

BAG -EL
Bagels, Danish, Muffins, Biatys 

“H ot Soups & Sandwiches”
Gourmet Spreads with Bagel Varieties 

Make Great Appetizer Ideas 
1199 Amboy Ave. • Edison 

Ph: 732-549-9010 • Fax: 732-549-9052 
(Open 6am-3pjn M-F) (6am-2pm Sat. & Sun.)

—-  ............. ........................ -■ ............................................................. -Tv

r  Buy 1 n  
Dozen 
Bagels 
& Get 
7oz. 

Plain 
Cream 
Cheese

UICVACAl ION TRAVEL SPECIALISTS
A D I V I S I O N  OF V T S  T R A V E L  E N T E R P R I S E S ,  I N C ,

Tano Mall
1199 Amboy Avenue • Edison, NJ 

(732) 548-4252 • fax (732) 548-2514 
toll-free 1-800-767-4887 

email: morlando@vtstravel.com
— &----------------------------------------------- m----------

T/OCti “Ua ̂
7<*** •Matt

mailto:morlando@vtstravel.com
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Duval: No runs, no hits, no errors, no regrets
By PAUL FRANKLIN

STAFF WRITER

Mickey Duval looks
pretty natural in his 
brown United Parcel 

Service baseball cap.
The familiar look isn’t so 

much that he has driven his 
UPS truck out of the Edison ter
minal for 12 years. It’s just that 
the red uniform he wore for so 
many years makes wearing a 
cap so familiar.

Actually, Duval doesn’t wear 
his cap that often. Only when 
it’s cold. And on this delivery 
day it’s cold enough for this 
46-year-old.

His weekday routine begins 
with arriving at the UPS loca
tion in Raritan Center at 8 a.m.. 
It’s a day in his life that lasts 10 
to 11 hours each day, Monday 
through Friday.

He reads the schedule board, 
checks the air packages that 
must reach their destination no 
later than 10:30 each morning, 
then heads out to make deliver
ies to homes, businesses and 
stores.

Most everyone on this day 
knows him as the always-smil
ing delivery guy. They may 
know he lives in Edison, they 
may know he grew up in Edi
son, they may know he has two 
children and they may know 
that for him, love is lovelier the 
second time around.

He’ll be married this summer 
to Sayreville’s Michelle Pe- 
trozzi.

When it comes to the guy 
with the package under his arm 
and the brown cap on his head, 
that’s essentially all you see.

But then, who can see anoth
er’s past?

Duval can see his own past.
As clear as a blue sky over a 
perfect summer day.

As clear as standing in the 
outfield grass of a ball field, red 
cap tilted down. As clear as 
looking to his right and seeing 
George Foster, then glancing to 
his left and seeing Ken Griffey 
Sr.

That’s exactly what happened 
during the winter of 1979.

For Duval, an outfielder who 
signed a professional contract 
in 1974, the only packages he 
was delivering then were base 
hits, stolen bases and catching 
pop flies for the Cincinnati 
Reds. The backdrop was a trip 
to Japan with the big-league 
club.

The previous summer he was 
making $1,200 a month playing 
for Cincinnati’s AA farm team 
in Nashville. Just a few months 
after that season, he was mak
ing $9,000 a month and getting 
$120 a day meal money. A cen- 
terfielder, Duval was a team
mate on that trip with Pete 
Rose, Johnny Bench, Tom Sea- 
ver and the rest of the crew 
managed by Sparky Anderson.

DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

■  Mickey Duval delivers packages for United Parcel Service these days. But a couple of decades 
ago, he was a contender for the major leagues, playing with the Cincinnati Reds. An injury 
knocked those plans for a loop, but Duval still has his memories — and a son who plays baseball 
for Edison High School.

Granted, he opted for 
chicken, rice and pineapple as 
opposed to raw fish and octopus 
eyes for his Japanese meals, but 
the experience was as good as it 
gets for an Edison kid who grew 
up shagging flies around the 
corner at Lincoln School.

“It’s not something I talk 
about a lot to people,” he says, 
minutes after coming through 
the door after a day in the 
truck. Molly the dog is glad to 
see him, his fiancee is glad to 
see him, but his two kids and 
her three kids are too busy con
versing to barely acknowledge 
his entrance.

On this day, taking a look 
back at the good old days turns 
out to be a quite enjoyable trip. 
And that’s a bit of a surprise, 
considering that for years after

his pro career he refused to 
even watch the game.

But with a cold bottle of beer 
in a warm house, and with a 
visitor who immediately offers 
the fact that George Foster used 
a black bat, and that it was too 
bad Duval didn’t get called up 
during the World Series suc
cesses of 1975 and 1976, Duval 
opens up.

It all began, back when he 
was 5 feet 6 inches, 135 pounds, 
playing outfield and pitching 
for the Edison High School Ea
gles (they also wear red caps). 
After a year at Morris County 
College, Duval realized it was 
time to start his pro baseball ca
reer.

“I knew somehow I was going 
to get a shot,” he says, as the Pi
rates, White Sox and Reds

showed interest. “I knew I was 
good enough.”

He signed for $100, a new 
glove, a pair of spikes and a din
ner at a Holiday Inn.

His first year in pro ball, he 
hit a respectable .291. in Eu
gene, Ore. Following a horrible 
season in 1976 in Tampa, he re
bounded to hit .299 and to steal 
39 bases in the Florida State 
League. Moving up to AA ball 
in 1978, he hit .278 and hit his 
first professional home run.

“Over the scoreboard, 400 
feet,” Duval claims.

Playing in the States, it would 
never get better. Oh, he was 
called up to AAA, one step from 
the majors, in 1979, when he 
played in Indianapolis against 
guys like Kirk Gibson, guys 
about to be called up and be
come stars.

NAME: Mickey Duval. 
BIRTHDATE: June 24,1955.
FAVORITE MEAL: Steak, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, 
green beans.
FAVORITE MOVIE; “Once 
Upon a Time in the West.”
FAVORITE ACTOR: Charles 
Bronson.
FAVORITE ACTRESS: Rac- 
quel Welch.
FAVORITE TV SHOW:

“Titus.”
FAVORITE ATHLETIC TEAM:
Yankees.
FAVORITE ATHLETE: Pete 
Rose.
ADVICE TO YOUNGSTERS:
“Go after*what you want, 
and use your brain.”
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUESTS Elvis Presley, 
Charles Bronson, Racquel 
Welch, Pete Rose, Clint East- 
wood.

Duval’s career came to a sud
den halt, when, at just the ripe 
age of 23, he popped a shoulder 
throwing a ball from the out
field in a game at Denver. He 
tried to rehab the following 
spring in Florida —1980 — and 
actually started the season. But 
before the year ended, the in
jury returned. In his final ap
pearance in an A-league game 
in Waterbury, Conn., he struck 
out three times.

He was done, at age 24.
“No regrets,” he says, looking 

at the empty beer bottle on the 
table. “I gave it the best shot I 
could. I’d do it all the same way 
if I had to do it over.”

But could he have worn the 
big league Reds cap, that bright 
red one with the big white “C” 
on the crown, if the injury 
hadn’t cut his career short?

“I was very confident of mak
ing it,” he says of his rise to
ward the major leagues. “Even 
if it wasn’t going to be with the 
Reds, I thought I could play for 
another team. I could run, I 
could field, and I became a 
pretty good hitter.

“I still accomplished what I 
wanted,” he adds. “It means ev
erything to me. It’s part of my 
past. Millions of people wanted 
to do what I did, but couldn’t. A 
lot of people always say they 
could have, if they tried, but 
they didn’t.”

Annoyed with the attitudes of 
players and the cost of going to 
a game, Duval’s interest in base
ball is mostly focused on his son

Michael, a sophomore playing 
for Edison High. He also has a 
daughter, Brittany, 12.

“I explain to him that it’s just 
a game,” he says about baseball. 
“It’s not life. He’s a pitcher-out
fielder, like I was. I told him a 
guy in high school hit a ball off 
me that’s still going.”

Duval is still going. He played 
softball until recently, return
ing to the game he loved since 
childhood. He ran, he threw, he 
hit. He had a blast. His latest 
passion is doing Elvis immita- 
tions at karaoke bars.

While the day job consists of 
carrying packages, he’s the guy 
that once hit a ball over a ball
park scoreboard, the guy who 
often visited the track and bet 
jai alai matches with Pete Rose, 
the guy who still has his own 
baseball card and continues to 
carry memories.

No one else really needs to 
know.

He’s up at 7 a.m., has a little 
toast, a little orange juice, a 
little tea. He’s out of the house, 
dressed in conservative brown, 
going about his daily business.

“Having played ball at that 
level, that makes me happy,” he 
says, taking off the brown cap, 
displaying a baseball haircut. 
“And it gave me confidence for 
the rest of my life. It’s the great
est: thing that ever happened to 
me.”

Paul Franklin: (732) 565-7258; 
e-mail paulf@thnt.com

EFF’S SURGICAL SUPPLY
L A R G E  S T O R E  LOCATION

Com e see five models of seat lift chairs and many 
models of scooters and power wheelchairs.
Complete Home Medical Equipm ent 

Respiratory Equipm ent 
R ental • Sales • F ree Delivery

We bill Medicare & Medicaid
2 24 9  Woodbridge Avenue • Old Post Plaza • Edison 

7 3 2 -9 8 5 -JEFF (5 3 3 3 )  • 1 (8 8 8 )  601  -JEFF
Monday-Friday: 9-6 • Thursday until 8

La Bonbonnie.re Bake Shoppes 
50Th Anniversary 1952 -  2002

Edison Since 07/021952
Phone: (732)287-1313 

Nixon Plaza, 2062 Rt 27, PO Box 981 
South Plainfield Since 09/01/1981

Phone: (908)753-1818 
Middlesex Mall, 6101A Hadley Road 

Woodbridge Since 09/01/1983
Phone: (732)321-1919 
143 W Kelly St, Fords

North Brunswick Since 03/01/1988
Phone: (732)422-1818 

Lion's Plaza, 1626 Rt. 130 South

Old Worlde Baked Goods 
Corporate Catering 

(800)471-2253

Lawrence TigerHarish VermaMeiling Kravarik

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME? 
WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?

Vicki Saniscalchi

1910 Oak Tree Road, Edison, NJ 08820
looking After Your Best Interest is M3 Realty's # 1  Priority

ra 732-603-0700 ^
0 3  Website: www.M3Realty.com L ;S s 8

Chingwen 
(Vicky) Hsu

REALTOR'

CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY MARKET 
ANALYSIS. NOW IS THE BEST TIME TO SELL!

INVENTORY IS A T  A N  A LL TIME LOW!Shashi Bahl

Sales
Position

Available

YOUR
PHOTO
HERE! Fuping Lin (Vicki 

Lin) Salmonson (Gloria) Peng

mailto:paulf@thnt.com
http://www.M3Realty.com
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gBBtok Limit 1 coupon per visit.
™  V  m m  Cannot lie combined.

■  m d B  Limit 1 Free Quart of Soup.
Expires 4/20/2002

Home of The World’s Best aEDISON FAMILY RESTAURANT
A Great Place To Eat & Meet

If  You love 
NASCAR 

Youfil love

Good Friends

Good i;
2 Pool Tables & 8 TV'

GRAND OPENING  O F OUR  
W OODBRIDGE STO R E

OPEN 8  AM - 8PM • SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Join Us To See Why We Are “Am erica’s Favorite N eighbor”

Take your taste buds to their favorite place— 
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar.

We’re cooking up sizzling Fajitas, delicious burgers and 
sandwiches, and our famous hickory-smoked Riblets. We have a 

variety o f salads, neighborhood specialties, sirloin steaks, a 
complete children’s menu, and a full-service bar.

And...top off your meal with one o f our irresistible desserts.
So stop by for lunch, dinner, a snack, drinks, or dessert. 
You’ll feel right at home at Applebee’s! Join Us Today!

Edison Crossroads, Route 1 South At 1-287, EDISON 
732-516-0040

Garden Farm Market —
927 West Kelly Street * Woodbridge, NJ
732-906-0506
732-906-0507
Fax 732-906-0985 ____

WEST KELLY ST.

mmmws mm% Shell
Station

ROUTE 1 NORTH
R O U T E  1 N O R T H

We Serve the Wholesale Industry F O R ©  A V 6 .
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Just a Lil’ Ta ste Of Edison
Breakfast

B U Y  O N E  C E T  O N E

(OF EQUAL VALUE)
Limit $s Good Mooday-Fridoy • Expires 4/20/2002

Voted One of The Best in 
1999, 2000, 

i ■ & 2001!
d y  H o m e  N e w s T r ib u n e

A t  B e s t ®
C e n t r a l  

LJL J e r s e y
W;& Readers’ Choice Awards

Breakfast Specialties
World’s Best Hot 
Cooked Oatmeal ,

& Farina

1900 Oak Tree Road * Edison, NJ 

Open SmTo'Spm® 7Dajŝ a Week
WMMUM Soup with Lunch •  FREE Soda Refills

MM 'QWs&BWWwWW'mF HJF'q&mWM&hyu
Scratch Has No Match!
Chunky Chicken Noodle • Lentil • Beef Barley 

Split Pea • Lobster Bisque • Matzoh Ball 
Potato Leek • Lima Bean • Chicken Egg Drop 

Cream of Broccoli • Cream of Spinach • Plus

1,
w o r u l  9 I t ifia  
S u s h i  B a r

l i

lllliii

R olls
Sushi

Sashimi

Hand Rolls 
Table I ) H ole 

Marinated 
Barbecue

HEALTHY TOFU RESTAURANT

558 Old Post Road 
Edison, New Jersey 
7 8 2 -2 8 7 -3 3 5 3  * 7 3 2 -2 8 7 -3 3 5 4
1 1 :30am  - 10 :30pm

2220 Woodbridge Aveiue 9 Edison
732-985-8811

n e  L a rg e
ping -4

PIZZA
/Z a fez ittp  A v a ifa jlte

AYC O cca4io*t&  '

2 3 4 9  Woodbridge Avenue 
EDISON, NEW JE R S E Y

(Corner of Main S tree t in the Victorian Flaza)

732-548-2020 
Fax 732-548-2058

FREE Delivery
$7.00 minimum charge

Business Hours
Mon-Thurs: 10am - 10pm 

Fri & S a t : 10am  - 11pm 
Sunday Closed

We Accept:

PAPA JOE S CATERING
(Formerly Italian Touch Catering)

m i L u n n i u m
k l h m m t

Our menu offers the variety to please every 
taste, from light fare, including appetizers, 
sandwiches and salads, to our extensive 

selection of continental and chefs specials. 
come and experience our unique ambiance

serving breakfast, lunch and dinner 
full bar • children's menu available

Special Easter Menu
3126 Woodbridge Avenue 

Edison, New Jersey
(732) 738-4411 • (732) 738-0506 fax

Mon.-Fri. 1 la m -1 1 p m  • Sat. & Sun. 9 a m -1 1pm 
all credit cards

Off Premise Specialist
Anniversaries, Showers, Christenings 
Communions, Graduations, Birthdays

Business & Lunch Meetings
Ask Joe About Specie! Requests 

Short Notice Catering Okay!
9  HOT BUFFET $8.95 per person, mid. 25

• Choice of 2 Pasta Dishes • Choice of 2 Chicken Dishes
___ • Choice of 2 Side Dishes _______________  ^

HOT &  COLD BUFFET $9.95 per person, min. 25
• Choice of (i’ Sub or Cold Cut Platter • Choice of 2 Pasta Dishes
• Choice of TChicken Dish » Choice of 2 Side Dishes _______ ' ■

DELUXE HOT BUFFET $10.95 per person, min. 25

• Choice of 2 P asta  Dishes • Choice of 1 Chicken Dish 
^  » Choice of 1 Veal/Shrimp Dish * Choice of 2 Side Dishes_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

HOT &  COLD DELUXE $11.95 per person, min. 25

• Choice of 6’ Sub or Cold Cut Platter * Choice of 2 Pasta Dishes
• Choice of 1 Chicken Dish • Choice of 1 Veal/Shrimp Dish * Choice of 2 Side Dishes
All Buffets include choice of Tossed Salad or Caesar Salad, Bread & Butter 

- 9 ----------------- — -------- — ---- — — ------- ‘--------------- r
Hot &  Cold Buffets • Baked Pishes * Pastas

Entrees • Party P latters •  Salads • 3 -6  F t Subs

A l l  MADE FROM THE FRESHEST INGREDIENTS!

"Bringing you taste o f 
f f y d f r a B a d . . .

j f  '% / "K ,
£

% /  I  i
Authentic Hyderabadi Cuisine

fo o d  from  the faSC edLand  
o f  fJfyderabad (“D eccan), India

Biryanis • KeBaaSs 
Hateem• Liihmi 

Baghara Baingan 
Mirchi-ka-Scdan 

Doub(e-ka-Meetha 
Khubani-ka-Meetha 
SC Much M ore . . . .

Also “Visit Our 
“L\cfusive 
“Vegetarian 
“Jieslauranl 
ffexj “Door

691 Rt. 1 South & Wooding Ave. 
Edison, NJ

(Former Madra Gardens/Mothi Mahal location)
7 3 2 -8 1 9 -9 1 1 0  • 7 3 2 -8 1 9 -0 4 0 4

email: dndfoods@yahoo.com

mailto:dndfoods@yahoo.com
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Continuing a legacy of service
By JOSEE VALCOURT

S TA FF W R ITER

R ichard Hale lives on Bu
chanan Road. It’s a 
quaint neighborhood, 
with just enough rural rem

nants to show what the town-' 
ship once looked like.

A sudden breeze sends a 
mound of leaves scattering in 
Various directions under sunny 
skies. About a block away from 
Hale’s ranch-style home is a 
pond surrounded by a wooden 
fence. Birds flit from one tree to 
another, offering a noisy, chirp
ing backdrop.

Years ago, Raritan Township 
was all gravel and dirt roads, 
says the 79-year-old Hale, who 
is the former chairman and 
chief executive officer of Hale- 
crest Co. Among the company’s 
holdings are construction, real 
estate development, energy, 
mining, manufacturing and ma
terial-supply firms.

“The township changed tre
mendously! When I was a boy, 
there were largely farm and 
wooded areas,” he says. “I went 
to Oak Tree School. We had a 
horse and wagon that took us to 
school.”

“My father was Edison’s first 
mayor,” he says.

W. Robert Hale was popular 
among his constituents, and 
was the first mayor to serve — 
from 1922-24 — in the Edison 
Borough Hall, Hale says. He 
would later serve 25 years on 
the Middlesex County Board of 
Freeholders, 15 years as its di
rector.

Hale says he met Thomas Ed
ison when a ceremony was con
ducted for the unveiling of the 
Edison Memorial Tower in 
1937.

“I was just a little guy, but I 
was more interested in rolling 
down the grass behind the me
morial,” he says.

Hale recollects days when 
residents had to use the Metu- 
chen Post Office because Edi
son didn’t have one.

The township also didn’t 
have its own public high school 
until 1956, when Thomas A. Ed
ison High School opened. Until 
then many students, Hale being 
one of them, went to Metuchen 
High School.

The manufacturing plants 
that have become synonymous 
with the township were all built 
within the last 20 to 30 years, 
Hale says.

“It’s hard for me to believe 
because I use to ride horseback 
in all these areas that now have 
manufacturing facilities.”

He stayed in the township be
cause of his company, a busi
ness he and his brother Philip 
started in 1951. They began as 
paving contractors, mostly for 
driveways and small parking 
lots.

Hale, who’d served in the 
Army as an infantry officer 
during World War II, also 
served in the Korean War, 
fighting on the front line as 
company commander.

In the years after Halecrest’s 
inception, the brothers opened

NAME; Richard Hale. 
BIRTHPLACE: Edison.
AGE: 79.
FAMILY: Wife, Ruth; sons, 
Robert, Scott and Greg; 
daughter, Susan. 
OCCUPATION: Businessman. 
EDUCATION: Rutgers Univer
sity, bachelor of science and 
master of science degrees. 
CIVIC AWARDS: George H 
Cook award in 1997; Con
struction Man of the Year in 
1975; inducted into the “Rut

gers Hall of Distinguished 
Alumni” in 1997.
FAVORITE BOOK: “Hawaii 
by James A: Michener.
M O ST EMBARRASSING M O 
M ENT: “When a polo pony I 
was riding halted, and I flew 
into a pile of manure.” 
FAVORITE MEAL: Steak and 
lobster.
FANTASY VACATION: The
world! ;
HOBBIES: Playing golf, sup
porting Rutgers University..

facilities in other counties but 
eventually sold all of them be
cause the industry weakened.

He says for 20 years, Hale- 
crest sponsored radio broad
casts of Rutgers University’s 
football team. Hale bought 60 
season tickets a year and gave 
them away.

“People use to think that I 
sponsored Rutgers for free tick
ets,” he says. Purchasing the 
large quantity made him the 
largest ticket buyer in Rutgers’ 
history, he says.

He has remained dedicated to 
Rutgers, of which he is an 
alumnus, and some of this loy
alty stems from the days when 
his father, a man he describes 
as loyal, worked closely with 
the university. That work in

cluded lobbying in Washington, 
D.C., for funds to build the new 
stadium at Rutgers.

Hale’s dedication over the 
years has not only bought on 
nicknames such as “Rutgers 
Sophomore” and “Mr. Rah!
Rah! for Rutgers,” but also fame 
in bricks-and-mortar. In 1987, 
the unversity named its new 
athletic-training complex on 
River Road the Hale Center.

Despite losing a daughter to 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, he says 
life has been good. He and his 
wife, Ruth* have custody of 
their daughter’s two children.

“We’ve been very blessed, • 
and we have no complaints. We 
have much to be thankful for,” 
he says.

Josee Valcourt: (732) 565-7259; 
e-mail valcourt@thnt.com
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FREE
Zi pound of Ham or Turkey 

Salad with purchase 
of Half or Whole Ham

| 1197 Amboy Ave. 
l  Edison, NJ 08837 

Phone: 732-452-0039
I Fax: 732-452-0441

0 >

I  www.heavenlytiam.com
M l ,  Not-valid with any other offer.

Good at participating stores only, ■
W M  I n  m  mm m  mm ■ ■  m mm m  mm

$3 °°o ff
I

Ham or Turkey.
5 Pounds or more.

(̂mWsteA/ ... The Perfect Day 
For Something

1197 Amboy Ave. 
Edison, NJ 08837 
Phone: 732-452-0039 
Fax:732-452-0441

www.heavenlyham.com 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Good at participating stores only.

O n lll!^ . M ain S tr e e t R ea lty
*w w w .century21 m ainstreet.com

DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

■  Although he and his brother founded a major corporation 
involved in construction, energy, and manufacturing, Richard 
Hale sees much of what he does as carrying on the legacy of 
service left by his father.
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j Century 21 Main St. Realty is one of the 
j fastest growing Real Estate organizations in 
I Middlesex and Union Counties with 3 offices 
I to serve you. We were voted the "Best of the 

Best in 2000 and 2001. We specialize in 
handling ali aspects of any kind of real 
estate transactions. We have a Commercial 
Division that takes care of investments, Sales 
and Leasing. Our trained professionals are 
abreast of the changing Real Estate Market.

1 1
D&n'i D elay Call Us Today!!

2077 Oak Tree Road 239 Main Street 498 Inman Ave.
Edison, NJ Woodbridge, NJ Coionia, NJ

(732)549-9000 (732)750-4663 (732)815-2100
(866) 290-9000 (800) 334-8889 (800) 706-8889

Each office is independently owned and operated. 2001 Century 21 Real Estate Corporation is a 
trademark and servicemark of Century 21 Real Estate Corporation. Equal housing opportunity.

s*
Hallmark Cards •Unique Gifts TopcoJL ft!w PM! INC

Cherished Teddies • Boyds Bears Plush 
Precious Moments 

Anheuser Busch Collectable Steins 
Russell Stover Candies • Sugar Free Candy 

Assortment of Vitamins

In Pharmacy
Your Neighborhood Pharmacy For Over 50 Years!

Your E aster Gift Center
4 ^ L l  BELL DRUGS & GIFTS

1907 Route 27 • Edison • 732-985-1211
open 7 days a week

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-9:30 • Sat. 9-7 • Sun. 9-5

COOL, CLEAR WATER
II m iM lii . ,  f  t

7  M l  M  m  -  n

,  v  ; - I

J&|g,

A  . - ' ' '

A
-  s

vater from the tap. Put for nearly 30 years, iaa 
it buckets — or bottles — of clean, pure spring 
seats having that thingee attached to the kitchi

I Is Incontinence 
Limiting 

Your Life?
Frequent, sudden urges to go to 

the bathroom, often having to 
go more than 8 times a day, 
sometimes not getting to the 

bathroom in time - these may be 
signs of an overactive bladder. It 
is not an inevitable part of aging.

We can offer you all the latest 
treatments that can help. To find 
out more, call in confidence to 
our nurse specialists, who are 

specially trained to answer your 
questions. Or call for your FREE 

informative brochure. We 
participate in most insurance 

plans. Call and let us help you 
navigate the maze of most 

managed care plans.

IM P O TEN C E
What Is It?

Impotence is the inab ility  to attain and m ainta in an erection 
that is firm  enough fo r satisfactory sexual intercourse. 

Impotence can occur at any age but the m edical conditions 
associated with ag ing make it more prevalent as men grow 
older. Impotence occurs in 10% o f men over 40, in 25% of 

men over 65, and in 75% of those over 80.

What Causes It?
*

Impotence can be caused by a variety o f conditions by 
interfering with the nerve impulses o r b lood flow  to the 

penis. They include: medications, diabetes, 
cardiovascular problem s, neuro log ica l disorders, 

alcoholism  or cigarette smoking.

It Can Be Diagnosed 
and Treated!

Most cases ore caused by a physical disorder apd many treatments 
are available. There is no longer any reason to let impotence cause 
tension or embarrassment. Nearly every man who experiences this 

problem can be helped, usually without surgery.

The Odds Are In Your Favor-1
99% Can Be Helped

The Men's Health Center of New Jersey specializes in the evaluation 
and treatment of impotence, premature ejaculation and diminished 
sexual desire. Our goal is to provide you with the best care possible 
in these sensitive matters, based on our expertise and true concern 

for your well-being.

C e n t e r

b l a d d e r

T^ontrol

UROLOGICAL
S U R G I C A L
ASSOCI ATES,  P , A .

W /e n 's
W e a lth

'Center^
' 7 /e w ? e rs e y

732- 607-1057
10 Parsonage Road, Suite 118, Edison • 3 Hospital Plaza, Suite 200, Old Bridge • Fax: 732-679-2077 

E-mail: mhc@wwwebsite.com • Web: www.wwwebsite.com/mhc 
■4 Serving Central NJ. for over 3§ years 4

An affiliate of Urological Surgical Associates RA.

mailto:valcourt@thnt.com
http://www.heavenlytiam.com
http://www.heavenlyham.com
http://www.century21
mailto:mhc@wwwebsite.com
http://www.wwwebsite.com/mhc
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Modern-day Genghis Khan fights for his township
By RICK MALWITZ

STAFF WRITER

S oon after Edison com
pleted a 1987 re-evalua
tion for the purpose of as

signing homeowners their local 
property taxes, Jim Kukor at
tended a council meeting.

“A woman. Dee Brugieur. As 
God is my witness, she was 80. 
She got up and complained. 
Somewhere out of left field (a 
township official) got up and 

'‘said, ‘If you don’t like it, then 
leave Edison,’ ” Kukor recalls.

He remembers reprimanding 
the official: “ ‘You wouldn’t talk 
to your mother like that.11 said 
to the council. ‘You’re not fit to 
govern pigs.’ ”

According to Kukor’s think
ing, if Dee Brugieur had not 
spoken up, and been told she 
could move out of Edison, 
“Then,” he tells a reporter,
“You wouldn’t be here talking 
to me.”

That moment in 1987 marked 
Kukor’s entry into local poli
ties. Since the Democrat Party 
already ruled the township, he 
joined the Republican Party. He 
ran for mayor in 1989 and again 
in 1991, losing by 444 votes to 
Democrat Sam Convery.

Forget City Hall, he reckoned. 
He abandoned the Republican 
Party — “Party loyality is blind 
loyality, and the only place for 
blind loyality is military loyal
ity on the battlefield” — and ran 
for the Board of Education in 
1999. This time he was a winner 
and is proud of a newspaper 
headline that victory generated:

“Edison elects ‘Atilla the 
Hun.’ ”

He loved it.
Kukor can trace his roots to 

13th-century Hungary, and he’s 
only just begun. He says he will 
not stop tracing his roots until 
he finds Genghis Khan in his 
family tree.

Kukor has worked on the rail
road, sailed the seven seas for 
the Navy Seabees, prepared 
drag racers for competition, 
helped repair the World Trade 
Center after the 1993 bombing, 
got bumped from “60 Minutes” 
by the vice president of the 
United States and started a con
struction-management busi
ness.

His home is an apartment

■  Holy spooks! Jim Kukor once worked in a mystery country 
returned home.

near Menlo Park Mall, cluttered 
with paperwork, scrapbooks, 
notebooks, racing jackets, 
model cars and, today, a sand
wich for a late breakfast/early 
lunch..

When Kukor says something, 
he has paperwork to prove his 
point, in piles and files through
out the apartment. “This is 
nothing more than the same 
documentation I would have for 
a $30 million construction proj
ect.”

Kukor was raised in South 
River and went to St. Peter’s 
Prep in New Brunswick. After 
studying engineering at the 
University of Dayton in Ohio 
for five semesters, he went to 
work with divisions of Johnson 
& Johnson, before getting a job 
with the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey.

“The best job I ever had. I

loved it,” he says of his seven 
years with the railroad.

That job vanished when the 
railroad was absorbed by Con- 
rail, and he was short on senior
ity: “I didn’t have enough 
stripes.”

He joined the Seabees, and 
after one year of active duty, he 
served in the reserves for seven 
years. He loved that, too. “Con
struction under adverse condi
tions. The Seabees have a can- 
do spirit. Loved it,” says Kukor, 
in a manner of speaking he de
scribes, accurately, as “flame
thrower.”

He tells a story about an as
signment to a Central American 
nation whose identity was pur
posely kept secret from the men 
assigned the job.

He wondered where he was.
He placed collect calls home, 

and eventually learned where

“Your N eighborhood R e a lto r”

COMPLIMENTARY
MARKET
ANALYSIS

CERTIFICATE

*Your
Neighborhood

Realtor”®

he had been when his telephone 
bill recorded calls from Pan
ama.

How exactly he ended up in 
Panama is a long story, which 
he tells with precise dates, pre
cise identity of aircraft and 
exact initials as they appeared 
on the vast paperwork that fol
lowed him to and from Panama. 
This was two decades ago.

Told his memory was extraor
dinary, he says he knows. 
“When you do something inter
esting you remember all the de
tails. Everything I’ve done has 
been interesting. Life is not a 
destination, it’s a journey.
Enjoy the journey.”

In addition to his own busi
ness, he is a member of a car
penter’s union, which is how he 
was assigned work repairing 
the garage area of the World 
Trade Center. The thinking of

the terrorists then was flawed, 
he realized. “They attacked the 
strongest part of the structure.”

As a construction manager, 
Kukor has supervised projects 
throughout New Jersey. His fa
vorite project by far was work
ing on the Vietnam Memorial at 
the Garden State Arts Center in 
Holmdel.

“That was my labor of love,” 
says Kukor, who remembers 
how he finished laying bricks at 
2:30 a.m. on May 7,1995, the day 
the memorial was dedicated.

As a rabble-rouser his most 
memorable effort was assisting 
producers of “60 Minutes” in 
preparing a piece about the for
mer head of internal affairs of 
the police department accusing 
the department of misconduct.

People from “60 Minutes” 
spent two hours at his apart
ment, and, in exchange for his

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

M ain and Amboy • M etuchen, NJ 
752-548-4300 • www.debbiejacobs.com  I

BEST PRICES • BEST SERVICE 
ALL CRUISE LINES • ALL SHIPS

flCarnival
N O R W E G IA N

CRUISE LINE •

||f) I tolland Am erica

Royal Caribbean
INTERNATIONAL t£ £  PRINCESS CRUISES

We meet or beat any published price 
Edison, NJ • Open 7 Days 

Over 25,000 Satisfied Clients! 
(732)248-2378 • (800)576-2378 

www.bestcruises.com

NAME: James M. Kukor.
BORN: Nov. 3,1947, at 90 
Lewis Street in New 
Brunswick.
FAMILY: Wife is Linda; 
son is Shaun; daughter is 
Kimberly.
EDUCATION: Graduated 
from St. Peter’s Prep, at
tended University of Day- 
ton.
MILITARY SERVICE: Nine 
years reserve duty with 
the U.S. Navy Seabees.
FAVORITE TELEVISION 
VIEWING: The History 
Channel.
FAVORITE BOOK: Lead 
ership Secrets of Atilla 
the Hun” by Wess Rob
erts.
FAVORITE DINNER: La
sagne.
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUESTS: Winston Chur
chill, Theodore Roosevelt, 
H. Norman Schwartzkopf.
FAVORITE VACATION 
SPOTS: Any drag racing 
track in America.
HOBBY: Drag racing.
ADVICE TO YOUNG PEO
PLE: “Stay in school. 
Don’t let anybody tell you 
cannot do anything.”

DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

he knew it was hot, but he didn’t know it was Panama until he help, he was assured a portion 
of the interview would air . . .  
unless something came up. 
Something came up.

The segment aired the first 
week in December 2000, when 
the presidential election was 
held up by the vote count in 
Florida. That day Lesley Stahl 
landed an exclusive interview 
with presidential contender A1 
Gore, forcing the segment on 
Edison to be shortened. “They 
said it it took the vice president 
to bump me,” he says.

His off-hours passion is drag 
racing, a passion he realized he 
has when he was 15, and, he re
calls, “I wanted to drive fast.”

He is a fuel-management spe
cialist for major drag-racing 
teams and an occasional test 
driver. He recently tested a 
dragster in California, and, nat
urally, knows exactly how fast 
he went: “I reached 262 (miles 
per hour) at 3.084 (seconds) 
doing a 4.67 (quarter mile).”

Is that the fastest?
Not exactly. He reached 321 

miles per hour testing a nitro 
funny car at Raceway Park in 
Old Bridge.

“I’m intense,” says Kukor, 
which could apply to his speech, 
his politics, his hobby or his 
can-do nature.

“Someone said I run off my 
mouth Mach 4, with my hair on 
fire.”

Rick Malivitz (732) 565-7327; 
e-mail rmalwitz@thnt.com

Car Accident Recently?
EDISON, N.J. -  A new free report 
has recently been released that 

reveals information every car 
accident victim should have before 
they speak to anyone. Research 

shows that even a “fender bender” 
can cause pain, headaches, even 
arthritis. Many car accident victims 

worry more about their car than they 
do their rights. If you have been 

involved in an auto accident listen to 
the 24 toll-free recorded message 
by calling 1-800-617-7836. The call 

is free and so is the report.
ORG Injury Center

Ya/^ K tlow
Middlesex County.

The Coldwel! Banker Residential Brokerage Metuchen Office

Sold and CIosed Qyer SQQ TransactlQns in 2 0 0 L

When it is time to make your next gual staff will be available to assist you. 
move into and out of the Middlesex Expect the highest quality real estate 
County area, call on Coldwel! Banker, service from the area leader--expect 
Our professionally trained, multi-tin- more from Coldivell Banker.

r Metuchen Office 
40 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 

' wellba '

Call us 7 days a week—
(732) 4 9 4 -7 7 0 0
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w w w .n y m e tro x o ld w e llb an k e r.co m  ♦  w w w .co ldw ellbanker.com

C O L D U ie U .  
B A N K E R  □

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2002 Caldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwcll R.rnftcr’“ is a registered trademark of Coldwcll Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. 
P |  Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated jgj

Beyond Cellular Communications
1803 Rt. 27 S. Edison, NJ 08817

tel: 732-339-0770  
fax: 732-339-0772  
Hours: M-Sat. 10-7pm  

Sun. 12-5pm
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Special!

X cingular
W I R E L E S S

Authorized Agent

NATIONAL PLAN

$29
$39

250 anytime minutes 
FREE 3500 nights & weekend

per
month

o r
i p i p  350 anytime minutes
per h FREE 3500 nights & weekend
month °

Nokia 3360

FREE Roaming & Long Distance in U.S.
Free car charger, leather case, hands free, antenna booster

|  Limited time offer. Offer expires 3/31/02. Plans and promotional phone require credit approval, activation and a 1 or 2 year contract. Eady 
:■ termination and activation fees apply. Package minutes and bonus night and weekend minutes apply to calls made or received within 
; respective local, regional, or national calling area. Airtime in excess of any package minutes will be charged at a per minute rate of $ 1 5  to 
; $.45. Compatible phone required. Airtime and other measured usage are rounded up tu the next full minute at the end of each call for billing 
/ purposes. Unused minutes do not carry forward to the next billing period and are forfeited. Night hours are from 9:00 pm to 7:00 am 

Monday to Friday and weekend hours are 9:00 pm Friday to 7:00 am on Monday. 3500 night and weekend minutes available on home plans 
: $29.99 and higher and select Cingular Region and Cingular Nation plans, and apply to calls made or received within respective local,
: regional, national calling area. All new Cingular rate clans include long distance. New plans are limited to the 
t Cingular Rate Plan brochure Included long distancjapplies to calls originating and terminating within the U.S 
: subject to taxes, roaming, universal service charge, and other charges, which are subject to change. Other conditions and r

t plans described in the current 
S. Airame charges apply, Calls 

s apply,
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JASON TOWLEN/Staff photographer

■  On weekdays, he supervises programs at a community center. But Sundays will find John Richardson in the pulpit of the Mount 
Zion Unified Free Will Baptist Church.

Looking for Potters Crossing? 
Ask minister-historian Richardson

By PAUL NELSON
STAFF WRITER

here may be no better 
person to spread the 
word about the once pre

dominantly black and vibrant 
Potters Crossing section of 
North Edison than John Rich
ardson. The 52-year-old was 
born on what is now Grove 
Avenue, not far from where he 
now lives and an even shorter 
distance from where he works.

The married father of two 
quietly settles into his desk 
near the entrance of the Minnie 
B. Veal Community Center, 
where the’s worked for the past 
two decades. He supervises the 
evening program there and also 
at the Stelton Community Cen
ter on the other side of town.

He busily works the tele
phone trying to finalize ar
rangements for a planned trip 
to Great Adventure amusement 
park for teen-agers. He then 
turns his attention to complet
ing the necessary paperwork 
for a summer tennis program 
the center sponsors for young
sters.

Most of the first two hours of 
Richardson’s work day, which 
begins at 2 p.m., is typically de
voted to administrative busi
ness. After that, he will super
vise activities in the 
gymnasium and game room and 
monitor the goings-on in the 
weight room. He will also help 
set up the three community 
rooms for nighttime meetings.

“The job allows me to inter
act with every racial and cul
tural group in Edison,” says 
Richardson, noting he’s made a 
lot of friends and associa tes

during his 20 years on the job. 
“It’s a pressure-free environ
ment where people get together 
and interact.”

He likens the two community 
centers to a “public commons” 
where people from various sec
tions of the Edison community 
come together and interact.

Richardson, who considers 
himself “very spiritual,” is a 
minister at Mount Zion Unified 
Free Will Baptist Church, 
where he also serves as super
intendent of the Sunday school.

“In the black community, 
churches are going through a 
major transition. What you see 
is a lot of churches making ad
justments tomeet the spiritual 
needs of the community,” Rich
ardson says.

Mount Zion, which is cele
brating its 84th anniversary, of
fers a day-care center, distrib
utes used computers to needy 
township residents and is devel
oping athletic and social pro
grams for youngsters in the 
local area.

Richardson is a product of 
the Edison school system. He 
graduated from J. P. Stevens 
High School in 1968. He knows 
many of the old-timers and new
comers to the area. And with 
his historical archive — Potters 
Project — and presentations 
about Potters Crossing at area 
schools and organizations, he 
continues to do all he can to 
keep alive the memory of the 
community.

A collection of pictures, the 
project captures the life and 
times of some of the area’s per
sonalities and chronicles the 
dramatic changes Potters 
Crossing has undergone.

^xp&uence/ the/ ^Va/untA/ and/ c&ia/im/
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Classic ambiance sets the scene at the Victorian Manor. 
Come experience our large indoor enclosed garden room, 
plus our newly designed outdoor Cinderella garden that 
creates the perfect setting for your special occasions.

2865 Woodbridge Avenue 
Edison, New Jersey 08857 

*752.549.2859 • 752.548-2949 fax 
w w w . Victorian-M anor. com

In addition to the well-kept 
homes that were once a staple 
of the community, Potters 
Crossing also boasted at least 20 
black-owned businesses and 
what Richardson contends was 
the first all-black volunteer fire 
department in New Jersey dur
ing its heyday in the early to 
mid-1900s.

Much of that rich history has 
largely been ignored or was lost 
during the mid-1950s, when the 
area was targeted for redevelop
ment by township officials, says 
Richardson.

“Most people have a stereoty

pical view of Potters Crossing 
as a shack-and-dirt road when 
in actuality it was a vibrant, 
growing, self-contained commu
nity,” Richardson says. “Today 
Potters Crossing is some of the 
most valuable land in Edison 
and Central New Jersey.”

During his spare time, Rich
ardson, an avid chess player, 
likes to relax by writing short 
stories and poems — or what he 
likes to refer as “streams of 
thought.”

“For me, it just flows, and I 
like to capture it as it flows.”

Paul Nelson: (7320 565-7336; 
e-mail pnelson@thnt.com

785 Route 1 South • Edison
1/2 Mile South of .Pord Motor Co/ on HWY 1 South, Next to Edison Generator 

(by the Upside Down Car) • Hours: Mon-Fri' 8-6, Sat 8-1
(732)985-6776 • 1-800-490-0086

Newspaper in Education
Thank you!

to the businesses of Edison that 
provided newspapers to classrooms for

"A Day in the Life 
o f  Edison"

Sponsors:
• A&T Builder Hardware Supply
• Advent Product & Development
• Accounting Principals
• Access Graphics
• Adecco
• Applebee's Restaurant
• Clarion
• Akhar Restaurant
• Boylan Funeral Home
• Acorn Realestate
• Goldstein Funeral Homes
• Rainforest Cafe
• Scruples Tanning Salon
• Hair For Now

Help make a difference in local classrooms.
For information about this program, 

call the NIE Department at 
1(800) 822-9770, ext. 7432.

Proceeds benefit NIE, which promotes 
literacy by providing newspapers to 
schools as.a teaching tool.
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DICK COSTELLO/Staff photographer

■  On this warm winter day, Sativa gets all gussied up for her 
big date with her friend Ruffus. Her companion, Frank Serio 
of Edison, makes sure her coif is perfect as they enjoy the 
great surroundings of Roosevelt Park.

D iversified B enefits C orp oration

The N ation’s Largest Dental Plan
Orthodontics...........................................................COVERED
Root Canal................................ ............................COVERED
Caps, Crowns..........................................................COVERED
Cleanings.............................................................. - COVERED
Periodontics.......................................... ............... —COVERED
Oral Surgery............................................................COVERED
ANY DENTAL PROCEDURE YOU CAN THINK OF....................C O V E R E D

• $89 Per Year •  You Choose Your Own Dentist 
• No Waiting Period ® No Pre-Existing Condition Clause 

Mention this ad and get a FREE UPGRADE to our PLUS PLAN
1- 800 - 525-9313  •  732 - 225-0223

COMING SOON:
Physician Plan, Hospital Plan & Veterinarian Plan. Call fo r Details

f

FUNERAL HOME INC

Family Owned & M anaged37  Years

• Serving All Faiths
M em ber - NJ Prepaid Funeral Trust Fund & Insurance 

• Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements 
• Licensed Grief Counselor on Staff 

• Available 24 Hours • Ample Parking

Armand J G osseliit Mary Aim G osselin
1 9 2 7  ( F o u n d e r )  1 9 8 7  ( M a n a g e r )

66® M ew D o v e r  R o a d , E d is o n , MJ
S 3  COLONIA - EDISON - ISELIN K
____ ______-  ................. ............................................ ^
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| NEW PATIENT SPECIAL OFFER |
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Hudak Chiropractic
909 Amboy Avenue • Edison 

www.hudakchiro.com

Grand Re-Opening
Experience The C ar Wash Revolution

2500 $225 valu 
no further obL 

Please call for 
appointment 
With this coup*

INCLUDES:
Private Consultation with Doctor, Compreh 
Spinal Exam & Computerized Spinal Evali

Not valid with other offers or prior purcha 
Offer expires 4/30/02.

i
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IfliAli lurk
& Detail Center
Customer Appreciation

Daily Programs
|»  Senior Citizens (65+) Every Mon - Fri 

Ladies Day - Every Tuesday 
1 Union Workers Day - Every Wednesday 

Students Value Day - Every Thursday 
$2* o ff any Full Service Wash or Money Saving 

Package fo r  any Daily Program listed above.

VIP Customer Savings Program
Return within 5 days with same vehicle 

$2” off any Full Service Wash or Money Saving 
Package!

Birthday Club
Free Full Service Wash on your Birthday! 

(For Pre-Registered Customers)

Route 1 & Parsonage Rd
(Across from ths Msnh Park Mall)

(732) 549-0658
Frequent Cleaning Values

The more you wash your car 
the more you save!

Menu Item Save Up To
Full Service Wash Save $15°°
Value Wash Save $21°°
Luxury & Supreme Wash Save $30*

J*Winterize your vehicle with 
our Detail Special!

* Supreme Turtle Wax® Car Wash
• Complete Interior Cleaning and Conditioning 

Hand Applied Carnuba Wax Treatment

$ 99°°
Free

By Appointment Only 
Local Pick-up and Delivery Service

$2“  OFF
Any Full

Service Wash or 
Money Saving Package

With Ceuyon. Hot VaiM Vtth OUiar Oiler*.

Coupon Valid 03/21/02 - 03/27/02 
NT

$2M OFF
Any Full

Service Wash or 
Money Saving Package

Coupon
Coupon Valid 0309/02 • 04/03/02 

HNT

$2°° OFF
Any Full

Service Wash or 
Money Saving Package

4  Coupon. cro.ro.
Coupon Valid 04/04/02 - 04/1 (M2 

HNT

mailto:pnelson@thnt.com
http://www.hudakchiro.com
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Compassion

in the heart
In America, Nelly Au finds 

freedom of belief 
and the freedom to fight 

for her native land

Story by JENNIFER bAXQKLUStaff writer 
Illustration by MARY CLARK LADD /Staff artist

I

elly Au pulls her legs into the 
lotus position, then reaches 
over to hit a button on a 
small, black tape recorder. 
Ethereal music ripples 
through the carpeted sun 

room as Au settles into a pose of reflective calm, 
her eyes closed.

The voices of an English-speaking woman and 
a Chinese-speaking man then rise over the at
mospheric music, leading the Hong Kong native 
in her daily practice of Falun Gong. Au’s hands 
dance in delicate gestures that seem to fill her 
Winnie Court home with tranquillity.

“Hold compassion in the heart,” the woman’s 
voice quietly commands from the tape recorder.

Au, her eyes still closed, moves her arms up 
and out, reaching out before settling back to a 
restful position, hands resting palms-up before 
her.

For the last six years, Falun Gong has been a 
daily practice for Au, who came to the United 
States in 1981 and became a citizen in 1987. Also 
known as Falun Dafa, the practice combines 
meditation and simple movements with the 
principles of truthfulness, compassion and for
bearance.

Introduced to China in 1992 by Li Hongzhi, 
the practice has drawn an estimated 100 million 
followers from around the world. It also has 
drawn intense opposition from China’s commu
nist government, which has beaten practition
ers, sending them to labor camps and mental in
stitutions.

Half a world away, Au does what she can to 
turn the tide of persecution. In addition to 
teaching free weekend classes at the North Edi
son Library, she visits various municipalities, 
urging their governing bodies to pass resolu
tions condemning the Chinese government for 
persecuting those who practice Falun Gong.

“We just want to let people know what’s re
ally happening in China,” she says, an earnest 
look in her dark, kind eyes. “If I practice Falun 
Gong in China, I could lose my job.”

And worse things.
She muses on the “brainwashing classes.”

The arrests. The allegations of torture. As a 
garment importer for a firm in New York City, 
she may be heading to mainland China for a 
business trip in the near future.

Growing up in Hong Kong under British 
rule, she was never personally subject to the to
talitarian government of mainland China, 
which reclaimed the colony in 1997. She 
learned English in the British-run schools. 
Crammed into a 300-square-foot apartment 
with six family members, she learned the im
portance of sharing and togetherness.

She came to Queens, N.Y., two years after 
marrying Patrick Au, who also works in the 
garment-import business. They lived in Jersey 
City before moving to Edison in 1993. Along the 
way, they studied American history and were 
sworn in as citizens.

“I call myself American. I vote. Both China 
and America are equal to me,” Au says, leaning 
over the kitchen table. Her bobbed black hair 
frames a face that looks far younger than its 47 
years.

“I’m really happy and grateful I can live in 
America,” she says with a soft smile. “In Amer
ica, we have the freedom of belief and speech. 
This is something that is so precious, even if we 
don’t feel it. The practitioners in China don’t 
have that.”

She first heard of Falun Gong from a Hong 
Kong export agent she met through her job. In 
his 40s, he suffered from severe pain in his legs. 
Western doctors could do nothing for him. Nei
ther could practitioners of traditional Chinese 
medicine, who recommended Falun Gong. He 
took it up, and the pain disappeared.

Her friend sent her a tape from Hong Kong, 
and she began to practice at home. Through 
meditation, her job stress melted away. She

eventually convinced her husband of its bene
fits, and he took up Falun Gong himself in 1997.

On the walls of their home, they have hung 
colorful prints with the symbols of Falun Gong 
— colorful yin-yangs on a field of blue, sur
rounding the “wan,” or swastika, an ancient 
good-luck symbol. (This symbol, while similar 
to the Nazi swastika, has its arms rotating coun 
terclockwise.) Under it, are written the Chinese 
words “zhen,” “shall” and “ren” — truth, com
passion and forbearance.

While Au has practiced every morning for 
years, it was the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center and the Penta
gon that inspired her to activism. It 
dawned on her that terrorism wasn’t 
just limited to American soil. It needs 
to be stopped in all countries, includ
ing China, whose officially atheist 
government fears the movement’s 
appeal, she says with a passionate 
spark in her eye.

And if her business trip should 
take her to mainland China, she 
won’t compromise her principles or 
her practice.

“I’m not afraid to go,” she says 
firmly. “I think the principles of 
Falun Gong really helped me a lot.
Under no circumstances will I give 
it up. Even if I go to China, I shall 
stick to to my beliefs.

“If they ask me if I practice 
Falun Gong, I will say yes,” she 
concludes. “Humans have the dig
nity of truth.”

Jennifer Micale: (732) 565-7217; 
e-mail jmicale@thnt.com

NAME: Nelly Au. 
BIRTHPLACE: Hong Kong. 
AGE: 47.
FAMILY: Husband is 
Patrick Au.
OCCUPATION: Works for 
a garment importer in 
New York City. 
EDUCATION: She received 
a diploma in textile tech
nology from Hong Kong 
Polytechnic.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:
Teaches free Falun Gong 
classes at the North Edison 
library. She also gives free 
seminars in other towns 
and urges municipalities 
to pass resolutions con
demning the persecution of 
Falun Gong practitioners 
in China.
FAVORITE BOOK: Zhuan 
Falun by Falun Gong 
founder Li Hongzhi. She’s 
been reading it for 6 years

and says she always finds 
something new.
BEST ADVICE TO YOUNG
PEOPLE: “We have to be 
more tolerant and think 
more of others than our
selves.”
MOST EMBARRASSING
MOMENT: Walking into 
a men’s room.
FANTASY DINNER-PARTY 
GUEST: Li Hongzhi.
FAVORITE MEAL; Canto 
nese food, but she also 
likes Italian.
FAVORITE VACATION:
Cancun.
WOULD MOST LIKE TO GO
TO: Beijing.
HOBBIES: Dancing, 
karaoke.
WHAT FALUN GONG HAS 
DONE FOR HER: Relieved
stress, brought calm and 
reduced the amount of 
sleep she needs each night.

mailto:jmicale@thnt.com
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H ere... Is The Heritage Of Greatness. 
“He has led no armies into battle—he has 
conquered no countries—he has enslaved 
no peoples—yet, he wields a power the 
magnitude of which no warrior ever 
dreamed...
This democratic, kindly, modest man has 
bestowed upon the human race blessings 
instead of serfdom, construction instead 
of conquest... He is humanity’s friend.”

ARTHUR J. PALMER

A B O U T  THE C O V E R . . .
The Edison Tower—
The Edison Tower, erected in 1937 as 
a monument to the great inventor, is 
located in the Menlo Park section of 
Edison Township. It was the gift of 
William Slocum Barstow to The 
Thomas Alva Edison Foundation of 
which he was president. Dedication 
ceremonies were held on February 
11,1938, the ninety-first anniversary 
of the inventor’s birth.
The tower stands on the site of the 
world’s first laboratory ever devoted 
to industrial research and 
development. Here, Edison invented 
numerous components of electrical 
distribution systems Including 
dynamos, switches, sockets, fuses, 
measuring devices, etc. The most 
outstanding of all was his invention 
of the first practical incandescent 
electric lamp in 1879. In the same 
year, Edison gave a public 
demonstration here of a lighting 
system for streets and buildings.
The M etro L in er—
In 1880, Edison started operation of 
the first passenger electric railway in 
the United States at Menlo Park.
Today, scores of the most modern 
electrified freight and passenger 
trains on the Amtrak-Penn Central 
mainline move swiftly on a daily 
basis past the Edison Tower on their 
runs between Boston, New York and 
points South and West. Metropark, a 
park and ride facility adjacent to the 
Garden State Parkway on Amtrak’s 
high speed Metroliner route between 
Boston and Washington, lies within 
the shadow of the Edison Tower. 
H eart of Megalopolis 
One third of the nation’s population is 
within overnight shipping distance of 
Edison Township located at the 
heart of the eastern seaboard’s 
Megalopolis, the world’s richest 
market.



GOVERNING BODY 
OF EDISON
Municipal Council
James J. McDonnell, President
Lewis M. Bloom
Dr. William Toth
Dr. Thomas H. Paterniti
Edward W. Grygo, Jr.
Matthew J. Bolger, Jr..
Joseph A. Hynes

Municipal Officials
Bernard J. Dwyer, Mayor
John A. Delesandro,
Business Administrator
Joseph F. Hughes, Director of Finance
William R. Godwin,
Director of Public Works
Arthur J. Tucker, Township Clerk 
William M. Lund, Township Engineer 
Richard F. Knudson, Tax Collector 
James A. Rossi, Building. Inspector
Stephen J. Capestro, Director of Parks 
and Public Buildings, Health, Welfare 
and Recreation
Roland A. Winter, Township Attorney 
Paul E. Anderson, Magistrate 
William T. Fisher, Acting Chief of Police 
H. Ray Vliet, Chief, Division of Fire 
Dr. A. P. Capparelli, Health Officer 
John W. Mooney, Tax Assessor 
Aurora E. Walsh, Librarian

Board of Education
Joseph Sherber, President
Dennis O’Shea, Vice President
Angela Bell
Richard Hines
Stanley Nathanson
Harry Russell
Joseph Carlon, Jr.
Charles A. Boyle,
Superintendent of Schools
Joseph A. Kreskey,
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Thomas J. McEvoy,
Board of Education Secretary
John C. Thomas,
Board of Education Assistant Secretary
R. Joseph Ferenczi,
Board of Education Attorney

When Thomas A. Edison built 
his famous laboratory in our 
Menlo Park, he began a tradition 
of success in this community 
which continues today.

Recognizing the need for or
derly progress, Edison Township 
has grown according to a profes
sionally developed Master Plan. 
The result is a balanced commu
nity where industry and homes 
can both enjoy the advantages 
of low taxes, stable government, 
sound financial planning and ef
ficient municipal services.

Edison continues to grow 
steadily. In the future, we look to 
continuing progress, and it shall 
be done in the same manner 
which produced the balanced, 
livable and sound community 
that is Edison.

Bernard J. Dwyer 
Mayor
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Population
70,000.
Geography
Area of 32 sq. miles located on the Raritan 
River in central New Jersey; 25 miles south of 
New York City.
Government
Mayor/Council form, Plan "E ” . Department 
heads are full time professionals under a 
Business Administrator.
Education
Comprehensive education for vocational and 
career development. Public and private schools 
... kindergarten through grade 12... colleges, 
in town and nearby.
Medical
Hospitals, Keep-Well Clinics, Mobile Health 
Clinic.
Utilities
Middlesex Water Co., Elizabethtown Water Co., 
Edison Township Water Utility, Elizabethtown 
Gas Co., Public Service Electric & Gas Co.,
New Jersey Bell Telephone Co.
Transportation
Unexcelled rail, highway facilities in town. 
Newark Airport and Linden Airport are 15 
minutes away via multi-lane, modern highways. 
Deepwater dock on Raritan River.
Climate
Annual precipitation (mean): 45 inches.
Extreme temperature range: 0 to 95 degrees. 
Industry
Over 250 diversified industries. Largest 
industrial park in the East. Several other 
industrial parks, large and sm all... all fully 
serviced by utilities, major highways and rail. 
Excellent labor market.
Banking
8 commercial banking offices ... complete 
banking service. 3 savings and loan association 
offices.
Communications
3 daily and 3 weekly newspapers, 1 radio 
station. Edison is also served by the 
newspapers, radio and television facilities 
of New York, Newark and Philadelphia.
Houses of Worship
Over 30, representing all major and several 
minor denominations.
Motels
Hundreds of rooms in modern facilities 
including major chains, Ramada Inn (198), 
Holiday Inn (1 20).
Shopping Centers
All weather, temperature controlled shopping 
in major department stores at 120 unit Menlo 
Park Shopping Center. Several neighborhood 
centers of 10-20 stores. Free parking at all. 
Parks —Recreation
Two large county parks, over 20 well equipped 
and staffed neighborhood playgrounds, softball 
fields and several golf courses. A number of 
municipal parks are on the drawing boards as 
well as a state park at the Edison Tower.
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EDISON...
PROXIMITY TO MARKETS
NEW  JE R S E Y an d  E D IS O N  are 
at the heart of the great Eastern 
Seabord Megalopolis.
Megalopolis is the urbanized strip of 
land extending along the Atlantic 
Seaboard between Maine and Virginia 
and reaching inlandsome 150-200 
miles to the Appalachian tooth ills. It 
has a unique constellation of large 
cities with more than a mil I ion 
population —Boston, NewYork, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington, D. C.
Networks Of Paths 
Ed ison’s expansive area of 32 square 
miles is we 11 suited to its role as the hub 
ofanumberof networksof air, rail, 
highway and water paths for the 
distribution of goods and services. 
Nearness to markets is enhanced by 
these networks which facilitate orderly 
movement of materials and people 
with consequent saving of time and 
money.
N ew Jersey —a Major M a rk e t -
New Jersey is a major market in 
itself, and has one of the highest per 
family effective buying incomes in the 
nation: $12,509 per household. Cross 
the river into the Greater New York 
Consolidated Area and you add
11,000,000 prospects with a per 
household buying income of $12,328. 
At the other end of the state, cross 
the Delaware into the metropolitan 
Philadelphia area and another
4,500,000 people come into the 
marketing orbit with a per household 
effective buying income of $11,677.

So MILES

22 ,000 ,000  People of W ealth and 
Buying Power —
Nowhere else in America is there a 
closely contained market of 
approximately 22,000,000 people 
representing such wealth and buying 
power. Interlaced highways and 
turnpikes speed the flow of traffic 
in this area and with New Jersey as 
the geographical center of the 
eastern seaboard, one-third of the 
nation’s population is within overnight 
shipping distance! Further indication 
of New Jersey’s marketing 
importance, are its six cities with a 
population of over 100,000 people. 
They are Newark with 382,417;
Jersey City with 260,545; Elizabeth,
112,654; Camden, 102,551; Paterson, 
144,824 and Trenton with 104,638.

3



THE GOVERNMENT OF EDISON



Edison’s Government provides for a 
strong Mayor-Council form of Local 
Government. This “ Plan E’’ is set forth 
in Article 7 of the Optional Municipal 
Charter Law which went into effect 
in Edison Township January 1958. 
Planning and Zoning in E D IS O N  
Township officials have been well 
aware of the need for proper zoning 
controls and for long-range planning 
to assure the orderly growth of the 
community. In 1962 a complete 
Master Plan was prepared for Edison 
with the help of the Fels Institute of 
Local and State Government of the 
University of Pennsylvania who were 
retained as consultants to the 
Township Planning Board.
In 1966 Herbert H. Smith Associates, 
highly regarded planning specialists, 
were engaged to study and update 
the Master Plan. This was completed 
and the revised Master Plan was 
adopted by the Planning Board in 
1968. The Governing Body has 
arranged for the Smith firm to 
maintain a continuing review of the 
Plan to make recommendations for 
modifications when the specialists 
regard them as needed.
The Master Plan provides the 
township with guidelines for the full 
utilization of its resources while 
maintaining an orderly growth 
pattern. Particularattention isfocused 
on land use, recreation areas, traffic 
circulation plans, capital 
improvements and other community 
facilities with a view toward 
coordination of all municipal efforts 
to achieve the creation of a safe, 
attractive, healthful and convenient 
physical environment for all.
Under the Plan, proposed residential 
acreage would amount to 6,323 
acres; commercial, 645 acres; 
industrial, 6,744 acres; parks and 
recreation, 1,006 acres; semi-public 
and institutional use, 865 acres; 
railroads and utilities, 698 acres; 
and schools, 392 acres.

EDISON has a Broad-Based, 
Balanced, Equitable Tax System ... 
New Ratables
The year 1964-65 marked a unique 
development in the history of Edison 
Township. The Federal Government 
closed two military installations— 
Raritan Arsenal and Camp Kilmer— 
and made available for enlightened 
development over 3,000 acres of land 
which up to this time was tax exempt. 
Much of this land has now been 
converted to highly desirable 
industrial uses, one developer alone 
having created an outstanding 
industrial complex of over 2300 acres 
with excellent rail, water and highway 
transportation facilities on the site.
The huge multi-million dollar Fedders 
plant has been built on another 
near-by 100 acre section of the former 
Raritan Arsenal, while much of the 
remaining acreage now contains 
numerous industrial plants of all sizes 
valued at several millions of dollars. 
These are grouped for the most part 
in modern industrial parks which are 
equipped with excellent water, 
sewer and transportation facilities. 
Within one year after the release of 
Raritan Arsenal and Camp Kilmer by 
the Federal Government, $3 million 
in ratables, much in the form of land 
only, was added to the local tax rolls. 
Seven years later this same land 
with improvements was assessed at 
over $32 million and growing at a rate 
of $7 to $8 million per year. This is 
expected to continue for another 
decade before leveling off.
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HOMES
The Township of Edison serves the 
housing needs of people in every stratum 
of society. Many of the most worthy design 
patterns and goals for the cities of 
tomorrow have already evolved in Edison. 
There are homes for workers, blue and 
white collar alike, foremen and 
executives, senior citizens, stockholders 
and captains of industry. There are large 
gracious homes, numerous developments, 
each comprising hundreds of smaller 
homes, and many apartment complexes. 
There are excellent motel and hotel 
accommodations for those whose 
business or social commitments allow only 
a short stay in town.
Transportation networks for local and long 
distance movement of people, goods and 
services also provide easy access to the 
cultural and recreational offerings of 
New York, the Jersey shore, mountain 
resorts and the Garden State Arts Center, 
all of which can be reached in less than an 
hour. Workers in local industries who live 
great distances from Edison often find it 
very convenient and profitable in terms of 
travel time to continue their employment 
here. Employers also tap a vast reservoir 
of talents which may be distant in space 
yet very near in time.
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UTILITIES
Excellent utility services are furnished 
Edison’s taxpayers through modern, 
superior distribution systems 
controlled by dependable suppliers. 
Sufficent quantities of water, gas 
and electricity are available to assure 
continued growth of the area for 
some time.
W ater
An excellent supply of high quality 
water is available to township 
residents and industries through 
three efficient distribution systems. 
One is under the control of Edison’s 
own water utility and serves the 
southern one-third of the township. 
About 35 thousand people reside in 
this area. The remainder of the 
township is served by the 
Elizabethtown Water Company or the 
Middlesex Water Company. The New 
Jersey Public Utility Commission 
sets rates for all utilities.
Gas
Natural gas is distributed through the 
facilities of Elizabethtown Gas 
Company and Public Service Electric 
& Gas Company.
Electricity
Electricity is furnished by Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company. 
Telephone
Telephone service is provided by 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Company. 
Sewers
Seventy-five percent of the township 
is now served by storm and sanitary 
sewer facilities.
The township’s sanitary system is tied 
into trunk lines of the Middlesex 
County Sewage Authority which 
operates treatment and disposal 
facilities.



TRANSPORTATION
Rail
Penn-Central east-west passenger 
service is provided at the Edison 
station near Plainfield Avenue. The 
nearby New Brunswick, Metuchen 
and Metropark-lselin stations find 
more favor among township 
residents, however, because of 
convenience, better parking 
facilities, more frequent service 
and a wider choice of trains to points 
all over the country.
The Metropark-lselin station located 
at the Edison-lselin border practically 
within the shadow of the Edison 
Tower is a park and ride facility with 
space for almost 800 cars. Amtrak 
trains for distant points as well as 
electrified commuter trains make 
regular stops at this station. It is 
easily accessible by car from N. J.
#27, Garden State Parkway, U. S. #1 
and the New Jersey Turnpike. 
Excellent freight service is provided 
to all industrial sections of the 
township by Penn-Central and 
Lehigh Valley.
Air
Scheduled air service on major 
airlines to all parts of the country is 
provided from Newark Airport only 
25 minutes from Edison. The J. F. K. 
and La Guardia Airports with service 
to all parts of the world are only an 
hour away. All three of these major 
airports are connected by frequent 
helicopter flights of New York 
Airways. Philadelphia Airport, 90 
minutes away, provides the traveller 
or shipper with additional choices 
of schedules.
Linden Airport, located midway 
between Edison and Newark, caters 
to small aircraft.
Taxi, limousine and parcel pick up 
and delivery service is available for 
local and nearby destinations as well 
as to all airports. The fine 
interconnecting highway system in 
the area contributes to the excellence 
of service.
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TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAYS-INTERCHANGES
Highways
The major East-West highway serving 
Edison carries three designations,
1-287, 1-95 and N. J. 440. More 
particularly, it is part of a belt freeway 
which will eventually encircle the 
entire New York metropolitan area.
Under construction in a piecemeal 
fashion fora number of years, the 
completed stretch in the Edison area 
permits movement between Perth 
Amboy to the east and Morris County 
to the northwest, a distance of about 
35 miles. As it passes through Edison, 
it is an East-West highway intersecting 
with New Durham Road, N. J. #27,
U. S. #1, N. J. Turnpike and 
Woodbridge Avenue, all North-South 
arteries.
A quarter of a mile from Edison’s 
southern border N. J. #18 intersects 
with U. S. #1, and a quarter of a mile 
from the township’s eastern border 
the Garden State Parkway intersects 
with N. J. #27, U. S. #1 and the 
N. J. Turnpike. Edison’s local roads 
are engineered to handle commercial 
traffic which must move freely 
between these interchanges and the 
township’s industries and distribution 
complexes.
Motor Truck
More than a dozen large motor truck 
carriers maintain terminals in Edison 
in addition to the great number of 
nationally known firms which have 
located their own distribution centers 
in the township.
Overnight trucking from Edison 
reaches a 12 state market area which 
is home to 30 percent of the nation’s 
population.
Buses
Plainfield Transit Company,
Transport of New Jersey and 
Suburban Transit Company operate 
local bus routes to nearby cities.
The latter two companies furnish 
frequent express bus service between 
Edison and the Port Authority 
Terminal in New York City.



HOW TO REACH EDISON
An excellent network of super
highways, and frequent mainline and 
commuter rail service, contribute to 
the easy accessibility of Edison from 
all points. Situated at the crossroads 
of New Jersey, Edison also enjoys a 
close proximity to major airports in 
New York, Newark, and Philadelphia.

VIA HIGHWAY
From New ark and Points North
of Edison
U.S. #1, U.S. #9—South to Edison 
Interstate #95—New Jersey Turnpike 
— South to Edison 
N.J. #27—South to Edison 
Garden State Parkway—South to 
Edison
From New  York City 
George Washington Bridge, Lincoln 
Tunnel, or Holland Tunnel to Interstate 
#95—N.J. Turnpike—South to Edison 
From La Guardia Airport, J.F.K. 
Airport, Brooklyn and Long Island 
Various New York Expressways— 
South and West to Verrazzano- 
Narrows Bridge—West to Interstate 
#95 —N.J. Turnpike—South to Edison 
From W ilmington, Del., Philadelphia, 
Camden, Pennsylvania Turnpike, and 
Points South and West 
U.S. #1, U.S. #130, or N.J. Turnpike- 
North to Edison
From New  York State Thruway and 
Points North and West
Direct connection to Garden State 
Parkway—South to Edison 
From Allentown Pa. and Points West 
Interstate #78—East to Interstate 
#2 87—South to Edison 
From Jersey Shore and Points South 
N.J. #34, #35, U.S. #9 or Garden 
State Parkway—North to N.J. #440— 
West to Edison

VIA RAIL
From New  York City
Penn. Station—Commuter Train to: 
Metropark—Iselin (at Edison border), 
Metuchen, Edison, New Brunswick 
(Edison residents use all four stations) 
World Trade Center—PATH Train to 
Newark, change to commuter train to: 
Metropark—Iselin, Metuchen,
Edison, New Brunswick

From Philadelphia
Commuter Train to New Brunswick, 
change to Local Train to: Edison, 
Metuchen, Metropark-lselin 
From Amtrak M etroliner Stations at 
Washington, Baltimore, and Boston 
Direct Service to Metropark-lselin 
Station (at Edison border)
VIA AIR
From all Points to Newark, La Guardia, 
J.F.K ., or Philadelphia Airports
Helicopter service available from La 
Guardia and J.F.K. to Newark—then 
south on N.J. Turnpike to Edison 
Interchange
(See “VIA HIGHWAY’’ for direct 
routes from all airports)
From all nearby points to Linden 
Airport (small planes only)
U.S. #1 —South to Edison
VIA BUS
From All Points to Major New  York 
Bus Terminals
To Port Authority Term inal- 
Frequent Express Bus service direct 
to Edison via Lincoln Tunnel and 
the 12-Lane N.J. Turnpike



EDISON 
TOWNSHIP 
HAS A
PROGRESSIVE
PLANNING
PROGRAM
Edison Township has one of the most 
progressive and active planning 
programs in the State of New Jersey. 
The Township has an adopted Master 
Plan, an updated zoning ordinance, 
modern land subdivision regulations; 
an active urban renewal program and 
a program of systematic code updating 
and enforcement. A Comprehensive 
Master Plan was prepared by the 
Edison Planning. Board in 1962 with 
the assistance from the Fels Institute 
of Local and State Government and 
the University of Pennsylvania. In 
1966, the well known planning firm of 
Herbert H. Smith Associates was 
retained to study and update the 
Master Plan and to provide continuing 
professional planning assistance to 
the Township.
Master Plan
Edison Township’s Master Plan 
which was adopted in 1968 and has 
been updated, provide for changes in 
development trends. The Plan 
provides for balanced land use 
development, expanded circulation- 
system and strategically located 
community facilities to service 
individual neighborhoods and the 
Township as a whole. The Master 
Plan is a working guide for a planned 
ultimate population of approximately,
101,000 which will be serviced with 
an extensive system of public parks, 
libraries, schools, fire stations and 
other community facilities. The Plan 
provides for a variety of housing 
ranging from high-rise apartment 
developments to suburban-rural 
areas with extensive open spaces.

Commercial areas provide for 
neighborhood businesses and 
regional shopping centers. Industrial 
areas provide for a variety of uses 
ranging from small shops, restricted 
industrial uses and research centers 
to heavy industrial areas and large 
scale modern industrial parks such 
as the Raritan Center. Two of the 
prime goals of the Plan are the 
encouragement of a sound and 
diversified economic base and the 
maintenance of high aesthetic 
standards.
Developm ent Codes and Ordinances
The Township’s zoning ordinance, 
land subdivision regulations, building 
code, health code and other municipal 
codes and ordinances are designed 
to provide for environmental 
protection and creation of a safe, 
attractive, healthful and convenient 
community. High standards in the 
codes and ordinances have resulted 
in quality and stable land development 
during the past two decades when the 
Township’s population increased 
from 16,348 to 67,120. Annual review 
and updating provide the Township 
with modern effective development 
codes and regulations.
Environm ental Protection  
Edison Township officials have long 
been cognizant of the need for 
environmental protection. Through 
application and enforcement of 
development codes, review of 
development proposals by 
professional planners and engineers 
and coordination with State and 
County agencies, Edison has 
established a long record of 
environmental protection.



EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

TABULATION OF POPULATION TRENDS 1940-1972 
(U.S. CENSUS)

' ' Year Total
* BY RACE Population 

Density per 
Square MileWhite Negro Indian Other

1940 11,470 370
1950 16,348 527
1960 44,799 43,331 1,430 38 1,483
1970 67,120 65,467 1,367 30 256 2,223
1971 (est.) 69,700 67,996 1,394 32 278 2,307
1972 (est.) 70,000 68,286 1,400 34 280 2,317

* N ot available 1950 and 1940

POPULATION MAKE UP BY 
AGE AND SEX 
(1970 CENSUS)

Female Total

Under 5 3,218 3,145 6,363
5 -  9 3,785 3,529 7,314

1 0 -1 4 3,711 3,516 7,227
- 15 658 689 1,347

1 6 -1 8 1,712 1,678 3,390

- 19 412 440 852
2 0 - 2 4 2,186 2,748 4,934
2 5 - 3 4 4,514 4,874 9,388
3 5 - 4 4 4,742 4,771 9,513
45 - 54 4,471 4,360 8,831

5 5 -5 9 1,414 1,310 2,724
6 0 -6 1 392 388 780
6 2 - 6 4 499 497 996
6 5 - 7 4 915 1,146 2,061

75 and over 531 869 1,400

TOTAL 33,160 33,960 67,120
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EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY%

TABULATION OF HOUSING UNITS 
1940 - 1970 AND PROJECTION TO 1980 

(U.S. CENSUS)

Y ear Total
Housing Units

1940 2,809
1950 4,443
1960 12,576
1970 19,205

(Est.) 1980 Projected 25,000

TABULATION OF
CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSING UNITS BY TYPE 

(1970 CENSUS)

T yp e Number 
of U nits

Owner Occupied 1 Family Units 12,924
Rental Units 5,151
Rooming & Lodger Units 176
Mobile Hom e/Trailer 203
Migrant or Seasonal 1
Unclassified 750

Total Housing Units 19,205

TABULATION OF
OWNER OCCUPIED -  1 FAMILY HOUSING 

UNITS AND VALUE RANGES 
(1970 CENSUS)

; Units
Percent of

Less than 5,000 7 0.1%
5,000 - 9,999 67 0.5%

1 0 ,000- 14,499 432 3.3%
1 5 ,000- 19,999 2,233 17.3%

20,000 - 24,999 3,267 25.3%
25,000 - 34,999 3,888 30.1%
35,000 - 49,999 2,428 18.8%
50,000 or more 602 4.7%

Total 12,924 100.1%

Total Aggregate T rue Value (1970) $375 ,659 ,500  

Average Unit Value (1970) 29,067

TABULATION OF
RENTAL UNITS BY MONTHLY RENTAL VALUE 

(1970 CENSUS)

M onthly Rental Cost Num ber 
of Units

Percent 
to Total U nits

$40 or Less 112 2.2%
4 0 -  59 59 1.1%
6 0 -  79 120 2.3%
8 0 -  99 204 4.0%

1 0 0 -1 1 9 425 8.3%

1 2 0 -1 4 9 1,844 35.8%
1 5 0 -1 9 9 1,987 38.6%
200 - 299 228 4.4%

300 or more 26 0.5%
No Cash Rent 146 2.8%

Total 5,151 100.0%



EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

EXISTING LAND USE

, Use

1 9 6 0 (1 ) 1966 (1) 1970 (2) 1971(2 )

Area
Percent of 

Total Area Percent of 
Total Area Percent of 

Total Area Percent of 
Total

Residential 2,966.5 15.1 3,986.3 20.4 4,161.2 21.3 4,342.2 22.2
Commercial 287.6 1.5 388.7 2.0 441.7 2.4 441.7 2.4
Industrial 1,424.1 7.2 2,270.3 11.6 2,528.3 12.9 2,528.3 12.9
Public, Recreational, Roads 1,768.0 9.1 2,429.4 12.5 2,601.4 13.3 2,619.4 13.4
Semi-Public & Institution 392.4 2.1 773.0 3.9 773.0 3.9 773.0 3.9
Railroads and Utilities 514.2 2.7 697.9 3.6 697.9 3.6 697.9 3.6
Military 3,780.0 19.4 — — — — — —
Agricultural — — 67.3 0.3 67.3 0.3 67.3 0.3
Vacant 8,387.2 42.9 8,907.1 45.7 8,249.2 42.3 8,050.2 41.3

Totals 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0

(1) Source Master Plan S tudy
(2) Estim ated from other sources

ASSESSED VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY BY CLASSIFICATION

Year

* Equalized 
Valuation 
R atio to  

True Value 
(%)

Total Residential Apartm ents Industrial Commercial V acant Land Farm Land

Assessed
Valuation %

Assessed
Valuation

% of 
Total

Assessed
Valuation

% of 
Total

Assessed
Valuation

% of 
Total

Assessed
Valuation

% of 
Total

Assessed
Valuation

% of 
Total

Assessed
Valuation

% of
Total

(1) 1950 20.00 14,116,333 100.0 8,187,473 58.0 282,327 2.0 4 ,234,900 30.0 564,653 4.0 705,816 5.0 141,164 1.0
(1) 1960 21.18 49,144,123 100.0 28,749,312 58.5 982,882 2.0 14,743,237 30.0 2,457,207 5.0 1,720,044 3.5 491,441 1.0

1967 40.17 207,846,368 100.0 127,022,340 61.1 9 ,095,700 4.4 37,709,725 18.2 27,631,609 13.3 6,112,390 2.9 274,604 0.1
1968 43.21 216,597,469 100.0 130,705,710 60.3 11,930,475 5.5 41,294,029 19.1 25,713,690 11.9 6,415,715 3.0 537,850 0.2
1969 41.60 227,823,491 100.0 134,827,960 59.2 14,124,125 6.2 44,899,809 19.7 27,581,615 12.1 6,230,965 2,7 159,017 0.1
1970 35.54 238,441,112 100.0 138,369,716 58.0 15,117,750 6.3 51,709,014 21.7 26,680,950 11.2 6,335,084 2.7 228,598 0.1
1971 36.11 250,919,497 100.0 142,404,975 56.8 15,606,450 6.2 59,001,739 23.5 27,348,360 10.9 6,332,825 2.5 225,148 0.1

(2) 1972 50.0 413,200,494 100.0 223,551,806 54.1 26,930,400 6.5 103,473,969 25.0 45,869,575 11.1 12,629,275 3.1 745,475 0.2

* Ratios are calculated by the New Jersey D epartm ent of the Treasury, Division of Taxation.
(1) Prior to  1965, assessed valuation ratios were determ ined by the Local Unit. Beginning with 1965, they are on a county 

basis which was placed a t 50% assessment basis. The classification of assessed valuations were not available for 1960 
and 1950 and were estim ated from  available sources.

(2) The Township conducted a revaluation program which was im plemented in 1972 and properties were valued to  50% of 
estim ated true value.

COMPARATIVE RETAIL SALES GROWTH 
1950-1971 (000 omitted)

1971 1970 1966 1960 1950

Middlesex County $1,034,429 $969,690 $774,025 $518,109 $257,619
Edison Township 128,546 119,295 103,686 21,621 —
New Brunswick 153,247 145,134 88,545 84,243 76,143
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EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

COMPARISON OF GROSS DEBT IN RELATION 
TO ESTIMATED TRUE VALUE OF REAL 

PROPERTY AND PER CAPITA GROSS DEBT

Year

Equalized 
V aluation 
Ratio to  

True Value (%)

Estim ated 
True 

Value *

Gross Debt 
Issued and 
A uth. bu t 
N ot Issued

Percentage 
of Gross Debt 

to  Est. 
True Value

Per Capita 
Gross 
Debt

1950 20.0 $ 70,581,665 $ 2 ,386,600 3.38% $146.03

1960 21.18 232,030,798 11,383,500 4.90% 254.10

1967 40.17 517,416,898 26,048,500 5.03% 389.71

1968 43.21 506,693,260 26,019,500 5.13% 382,69

1969 41.60 554,064,903 29,734,000 5.36% 432.49

1970 35.54 678,906,069 33,429,500 4.92% 498.06

1971 36.11 694,875,372 33,230,500 4.78% 491.61

1972 50.00 826,400,988 - - —

* Adjusted to  com ply with the equalized ratio  as certified by the  New Jersey D epartm ent of the Treasury, Division of 
Taxation.

COMPARATIVE TAX RATE RELATING TO TRUE VALUE 
PER 1,000 OF VALUE

Year
* Actual 
Tax Rate 
(Assessed 

Valuation)
Adjusted 
Tax Rate

Allocation of Adjusted Tax Rate

Veterans 
& Senior 
Citizen 

D eduction
School

Purposes Purposes

Municipal

Purposes

Debt
Service
Costs

1950 $ 59.20 $11 .8 4 $-0 - $ 5 .7 3 $3.23 $-0- $ 2 .88

1960 99.62 18.30 -0- 9.86 3.81 2.42 2.21

1967 75.40 21.60 0.60 13.41 4.67 0.59 2.33

1968 63.00 27.20 0.65 17.14 5.55 1.01 2.85

1969 66.60 27.70 0.58 17.84 5.29 1.00 2.99

1970 77.50 29.50 0.56 19.35 5.49 1.21 2.89

1971 81.80 26.70 0.43 17.46 5.58 0.67 2.56

1972 58.90 29.95 0.39 18.66 5.63 2.66 2.61

* Based on Assessed Valuations at the  prevailing assessment basis for the year.

M U N IC IP A L B O N D  RATINGS

MOODY'S Aa

STANDARD & POOR'S AA



INDUSTRIAL PARKS
With over 6,000 people now employed 
and a projected full working 
population of 25,000 expected by 
1980, Raritan Center is well on its 
way to becoming a city within a city. 
Manufacturing and commercial 
buildings, some with over 100,000 
square feet and up to 250,000 square 
feet of floor space in a single story, 
are transforming the former Raritan 
Arsenal property into a beehive of 
activity. Between the 2,000 foot dock 
on the navigable Raritan River, only 
10 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, to 
the nine story Ramada Inn hotel and 
restaurant lie 62 miles of rail, 
highway and utility networks all 
designed for heavy duty service to 
support dynamic industrial and 
commercial activity.
Located at the center of a 52,000,000 
customer market within 300 miles, it 
has attracted such leading industrial 
names as Fedders, RCA, Chrysler,
Procter and Gamble, U. S. Plywood,
Dow Chemical, Owens-Illinois,
American Hospital Supply, W. T.
Grant, Baxter Laboratories,
Continental Can, Schwinn Bicycle, 
Supermarkets General, Macy- 
Bambergers and others.
On the opposite side of the township 
to the northwest on former Camp 
Kilmer property, additional 
industrial and commercial 
development has been taking place 
to rival that at Raritan Center.
A. & P. Warehousing, General Tire, 
Maidenform, Kaiser Aluminum,
Cascade Pools, Lee Filters, Twin 
County Grocers, Metex, Roth &
Schlenger, American Can, Sportswear 
Industries, Skil Corp., A. G. Spalding 
and Akai-American Ltd. are some 
of the firms represented by 
significant industrial or commercial 
operations.

Between the two giant ends of 
Edison’s industrial bow-tie are 
several well established sizable 
industrial or commercial operations 
such as Revlon, Westinghouse, Ford 
Motor, RCA, Mobil Chemical and 
S & H Green Stamps which stand 
astride Edison’s Miracle Mile of 20 
years ago and connect the now 
developing industrial parks of the 
seventies.
Situated between the Holiday Inn 
and Best Block Company on U. S. #1 
is the Edison Industrial Center, a 
moderate size development which 
features a variety of enterprises 
ranging in size from 6,000 square 
feetto A. T. & T.’s 144,000 square feet. 
Isolated from the industrial bow-tie, 
but still an important industrial 
element of Edison’s past, present and 
future is the L. A. Dreyfus plant 
located in the northwest section of 
the township.
Small enclaves of light industrial 
firms are to be found in other 
sections and more will appear in the 
future as welcome additions to areas 
zoned for light industry.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
The Department of Public Safety, 
consisting of the Division of Fire 
and the Division of Police, is under 
the direction of Mayor Bernard J. 
Dwyer who serves as department 
head.
Division of Police
Law enforcement, crime prevention, 
traffic regulation, narcotics control 
and juvenile aid are the responsibility 
of the four major bureaus of the 
Police Department; viz, Uniformed, 
Detective, Traffic and Juvenile.
Sixty outstanding officers comprise 
the specially equipped and trained 
Tactical Squad. Each bureau is 
administered by a Captain and the 
entire Division is headed by the 
Chief of Police.
The 120 man regular police force is 
equipped with over 20 vehicles 
including patrol cars, a traffic 
maintenance truck and a specially 
designed BCI van for mobile criminal 
investigation support.
All new policemen undergo six weeks 
of intensive training at the State 
Police Academy. Specialized training 
at the FBI Academy, traffic institutes 
and other police training centers 
is encouraged for selected members 
of the force as a matter of policy.
A volunteer, uniformed Auxiliary 
Police Corps of 200 men provides a 
reservoir of trained manpower as 
support, if needed, for the regular 
Police Force.
Division of Fire
A firefighting force of 70 paid firemen 
and 180 volunteers is supervised by 
the Chief of Fire. Fire prevention 
inspection and protection service is 
provided by this division for Edison 
Township’s residents and property 
owners.
These trained firefighters man 22 
pieces of modern equipment including 
13 pumpers which are kept at six 
strategically located firehouses. 
Pumpers capable of 11,000 gallons 
per minute.
Water availability as to quantity and 
pressure exceeds American Insurance 
Association minimum requirements.



SHOPPING CENTERS

'EtffRAHCE

M enlo Park Shopping Center
A pioneer in the shopping center 
field, Menlo Park Shopping Center is 
located on a 77-acre tract at U. S. 
Route 1 and Parsonage Road. The 
sprawling complex has over one 
million square feet of selling space 
and enclosed climate-controlled 
malls extending over 1,000 feet.
There are over 120 stores, including 
three multi-level department stores, 
two banks, a 1,500 seat movie theater 
and a five-story office building.
The operators of the complex conduct 
a year round program of exhibits, 
demonstrations, concerts and 
presentations in a variety of forms 
with entertainment, educational or 
cultural appeal for patrons on a 
no-charge basis. These presentations 
are usually changed weekly. There is 
parking space for 7,500 cars.
O ther Township Shopping Centers  
A number of smaller neighborhood 
shopping centers comprising 8 to 20 
stores are to be found near 
concentrations of living units 
throughout the township. Among 
these are the Nixon, Raritan Valley, 
Edison, Wood Manor Shopping 
Centers and Kilmer Plaza, Oakwood 
Plaza, Colonial Village and Edison 
Mall.



HOSPITALS
Servicing the entire Central Jersey 
area, Edison is proud of its growing 
importance as a center for hospital 
care. The merger in 1970 of the 205 
bed John F. Kennedy Community 
Hospital with the Middlesex 
Rehabilitation Center has resulted 
in the development of a modern 415 
bed general hospital. In addition to 
the excellent in-patient care, an 
innovative out-patient program 
assures maximum utilization of 
resources and increased benefits 
for patients.
Other hospitals in town include two 
state institutions, New Jersey’s 
Diagnostic Center for the mentally 
disturbed, and the Hospital for 
Disabled Veterans. Also located in 
Edison is Middlesex County’s 326 
bed Roosevelt Hospital and Annex, 
specializing in the treatment of 
pulmonary and respiratory diseases. 
An additional 3500 beds are 
maintained within ten miles of 
Edison’s borders at more than a 
dozen modern hospitals. Most of 
these are general hospitals which, 
like Edison’s J.F.K. Community 
Hospital, have engaged in continuing 
expansion programs in recent years 
in order to keep pace with Central 
Jersey’s dynamic growth.
Seven ambulances, manned by 
trained volunteer first aid squads, 
provide round-the-clock emergency 
service to all hospitals at a rate 
exceeding 5,000 calls per year. 
Nearby are the fine hospitals and 
research facilities of New Brunswick, 
Newark and Union County. The 
Piscataway Campus of the Rutgers 
College of Medicine and Dentistry 
is just across Edison’s boundary line 
and many world famous medical 
institutions and research facilities 
of New York and Philadelphia are 
only an hour away by rail or highway.
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EDISON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM EDISON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM
The responsibility for the operation of the 
school system rests with a seven (7) 
member appointed Board of Education. 
The diligent and sincere service of Board 
Members has been demonstrated by the 
orderly growth and development of an 
outstanding educational program.
In slightly over two decades the public 
school population in Edison increased 
from less than 2,000 students in grades 
K-6 to 15,000 students in grades K-12. 
During this period several bond referanda 
were approved by the electorate and the 
Board of School Estimate totaling more 
than $27,000,000.00 for school facilities. 
Also, the Board of School Estimate has 
consistently approved increases in the 
annual school budget to insure necessary 
personnel services, educational supplies 
and equipment, and various other 
operational needs—Operating budgets 
approximate $20,000,000 per 
year. The development of a 
comprehensive educational program and 
the expansion of physical facilities has 
been accomplished while maintaining a 
comparatively moderate and stable tax 
rate for the taxpayers of Edison.
There are, today, twenty-one school 
buildings in the educational complex—15 
elementary schools, 3 junior-high schools, 
2 senior-high schools, and a special 
education facility. A fourth junior-high 
school is currently under construction. 
Classroom space consists of 578 regular 
classrooms and 70 special-purpose rooms, 
exclusive of gymnasiums, libraries, and 
administrative areas. An additional 34 
regular classrooms and 12 special- 
purpose rooms will be available with the 
completion of the fourth junior-high 
school which is scheduled to open in 
September, 1973.
The professional staff of the school system 
has grown from less than 60 members in 
1950 to 974 members for the 1972-73 
school year. In addition to classroom 
teachers and administrators, the 
professional staff includes speech 
therapists, reading specialists, guidance 
counselors, psychologists, social workers, 
learning disability specialists, nurses and 
the services of other specialists.
The educational program is 
comprehensive and diversified.

Approximately two-thirds of each 
graduating class enrolls in some type of 
higher education—4-year colleges, 2-year 
colleges, business and technical schools, 
etc. Vocational education and work-study 
programs are available for students 
seeking employment following graduation. 
The needs of severely handicapped 
students are met through the programs 
provided in the special education program. 
A summer school program offers remedial 
assistance and enrichment courses in 
various subject areas for students in 
grades 1-12. Programs of a similar nature 
also are available on Saturdays for students 
at the secondary level. Opportunity exists 
for students in their senior year of high 
school to enroll in courses at Middlesex 
County College. The Adult Education 
Program offers a variety of courses for 
the residents of the community. The 
co-curricular program at the junior and 
senior high school level provides a variety 
of after-school activities.
Projected population forecasts indicate a 
continuous increase in school enrollment 
throughout the 1970's. However, this 
growth rate should occur at a slower and 
more stable pace than the school system 
experienced during the greater part of 
the past two decades. School building 
facilities will be expanded to meet the 
needs resulting from increased enrollment. 
Furthermore, the school expansion 
program throughout this period will 
include modifications in existing 
buildings in orderto insure optimum 
physical facilities at all educational 
levels—elementary, junior-high and 
senior-high.
Continuous evaluation of all aspects of 
the curriculum will occur with resultant 
changes in the educational program 
(K-12).’ Increasing emphasis will focus on 
developing and implementing programs 
to meet the needs of each individual 
enrolled in the school system. In all 
subject areas—at each grade le ve l- 
new programs and new techniques of 
teaching will be carefully formulated and 
implemented so that all students can 
proceed most effectively through their 
educational program. Opportunities will 
increase for remedial instruction and 
enrichment courses during the school
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year, on Saturdays, and in the Summer 
School Program. Accelerated courses 
enabling students to complete their 
educational program in a shorter time 
span will be more readily available. The 
work-study aspect of the Vocational 
Education Program will be expanded to 
offer greater opportunity to explore 
career interests prior to graduation. The 
utilization of physical facilities on a 
twelve-month, day/evening basis will be 
more fully realized—Thus providing an 
increase in programs of an educational 
and recreational nature for school-age 
children and adult residents of the 
community.
The professional staff will increase so as 
to maintain a favorable student-teacher 
ratio. Increased specialized services by 
professional and para-professional 
personnel will be available in order to 
meet most effectively the individual 
needs of students.
These changes and developments in the 
educational system will be achieved in an 
orderly and well-planned m anner- 
providing maximum educational 
opportunity for our children and a 
favorable tax structure for the residents 
of Edison.

Elementary Schools
# 3 Piscatawaytown
# 5 Stelton
# 6 Oak Tree
# 7 Clara Barton
# 8 Lincoln
# 9 Washington 
#10 James Madison 
#11 Benjamin Franklin 
#13 John Marshall 
#14 Menlo Park
#15 James Monroe 
#16 Lindeneau 
#17 Woodbrook 
#18 Martin Luther King 
#19 F.D.R. (Spec. Ed.) 
#20 James Madison

Secondary Schools
EPIS Edison High
JPS John P. Stevens
TJ Thomas Jefferson Jr. High
JA John Adams Jr. High
HH Herbert Hoover Jr. High
WW Woodrow Wilson Jr. High (Gloria Ave.)
Offices
BO Board Office 
SO Superintendent s Office
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Higher Education
Nearby, Rutgers, the State University is the largest 
educational institution in New Jersey. It is due to be
come even more important in the state’s economy, 
with an impact that extends far beyond the purchas
ing power of its 4,000 employees and 19,000 day 
students. Situated in the center of an industrial state, 
Rutgers participates in the growing two-way ex
change between industry and the university.

Recent development of the sprawling Rutgers Uni
versity complex in Central Jersey focuses on the 
new Kilmer Campus located partly in Edison and 
partly in Piscataway Township. Livingston College, 
the first of three colleges planned for the 500 acre 
site which was formerly a part of Camp Kilmer, is 
now completed.

Middlesex County College opened in September 
1966. The College offers a comprehensive curric
ulum designed to train technicians in demand by 
area industry or to prepare students to continue 
their education. The County College is unique in 
that it began with a ready-made campus providing 
ample room for future growth. The 200 acres of 
form er Raritan Arsenal land turned over to 
Middlesex County by the Federal Government 
offers an attractive landscaped site ideally suited 
for educational development.

The County College’s first class —approximately 
700 full-time day students and 300 to 400 Evening 
Division students —made use of several buildings 
turned over to the College by the government. 
The initial $3,626,000 development program in
cluded renovation of existing buildings suitable 
for use as classrooms, laboratories, faculty offices 
and student facility areas. In 1972 approximately 
10,000 students were enrolled.

Since 1966 five additional new buildings have 
been constructed furthering the rapid and effec
tive growth of the College. These buildings are 
the Library, Main Hall Building, Physical Educa
tion Complex, the Health Technologies Center 
and the College Center.

The College offers 2 year curriculums in Liberal 
Arts, Science, Engineering Technologies, Health 
Technologies, and Business. The Division of Con
tinuing Education makes available the opportu
nity for individual and educational development 
on a part-time basis with courses scheduled during 
the day, evening, and weekend.
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PARKS, RECREATION, FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Parks
Roosevelt Park, developed and 
operated by the Middlesex County 
Board of Freeholders, is an attractive 
200 acre facility located entirely in 
Edison Township. It provides wooded 
areas of century old trees, an 
attractive lake, streams, picnic areas, 
a stadium, tennis courts and an 
outdoor theatre. Another county 
park is being developed on former 
Raritan Arsenal land adjoining 
Middlesex County College.
The State of New Jersey maintains 
the 30 acre Edison State Park and 
Museum in the Menlo Park section of 
town on the site of Thomas A. Edison’s 
original laboratory at the Edison 
Tower.
Six park sites which range in size 
from 3 acres to the 58 acre site 
adjoining the new municipal building 
complex in the central part of town 
are being developed by the township 
itself. Together they offer park 
facilities for neighborhood areas in 
all sections of the township. 
Recreation
Year round supervised recreation 
activities, provided for Edison 
residents of all ages, include hobby 
classes, field trips, indoor and outdoor 
sports leagues and tournaments
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PARKS, RECREATION, FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
augmented from time to time by 
special events and instructional 
programs. The township recreation 
department conducts a full range of 
programs at a number of public and 
private facilities including 35 
playgrounds, several indoor and 
outdoor rinks, courts, playing fields, 
bowling lanes, swimming pools and a 
township-owned Raritan River boat 
basin.
A varied senior citizens program 
provides interesting opportunities for 
less active people to fraternize or 
compete with others whose 
recreational interests and ability to 
participate are compatible with 
their own.
Libraries
Edison’s 33,000 registered borrowers 
may draw from just under 100,000 
volumes available at the township’s 
main library and two branches. As 
part of the New Jersey regional 
library network, several hundred 
thousand additional volumes are 
available to Edison residents from 
other larger libraries in the network. 
Expansion of the local library system 
is continuing at an accelerated rate 
with additional facilities being 
provided to keep pace with the 
community’s needs.
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MASTER PLAN GOALS
The following Master Plan goals, as prepared by the Planning Board, provide the basis for
all Master Plan proposals. These goals are revisions o f the nine major objectives o f the
previous Master Plan o f 1962.

1. Creation of a safe, attractive, healthful and convenient physical environment. This can 
be accomplished by encouraging the proper relationship between the various types of 
land uses to provide for optimum conditions for residence, commerce and industry.

2. Provision for a broad range of housing types and densities to meet the needs of various 
age, income and family size groups. By appropriate admixture of single-family 
detached housing, townhouses, garden apartments, high-rise apartments and other 
types an attractive environment can be had by all.

3. Development of a community and neighborhood identity in the Township by a proper 
balance of land uses, appropriately placed community facilities, and a road pattern 
which strengthens the cohesiveness of the community and retains neighborhood 
identity w ithin the community.

4. Provision of adequate community facilities to maximize the educational, cultural, 
recreational, and aesthetic opportunities of Township residents. Locations for needed 
facilities should be pinpointed on the Master Plan and where possible acquired through 
the cooperation of developers.

5. Adequate provision of municipal services to assure a safe and healthful community.

6. Development of functional traffic circulation and street design properly related to the 
varied pattern of land use and designed to provide convenient, safe and efficient 
movement w ithin and through the Township. Creation of a functional street design 
w ill reduce the total area of the Township that has to be devoted to street purposes, 
w ill lower the cost of maintenance, w ill increase the safety and speed of through 
movement and w ill add to the amenity of residential and other districts.

7. Encouragement of a sound and diversified economic base as a source both of a stable 
tax base and of economic opportunities for the local labor force.

8. Broadening of tax base through the encouragement of industrial, commercial, and 
high-density residential uses to supplement the tax base and thus to provide sufficient 
financial resources to support the quantity and quality of urban services and facilities 
w ithout imposing undue burden on the individual taxpayer.

9. Maintenance of high aesthetic standards in the determination of land development 
patterns. Aesthetic standards should guide the design and regulation of structures and 
other visual elements in the community.
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I. AN INTRODUCTION RESEARCHING THOMAS A. EDISON
EDISON IN THE CLASSROOM

Thomas Alva Edison, a world renowned figure, spent 
his most important, productive years in New Jersey. 
The year 1979 marks the 100th anniversary of his 
perfection of the electric light, an event that 
revolutionized lifestyles for people throughout the 
world. This instructional bulletin has been prepared 
to honor this great Jerseyan and famous American. 
It provides teachers and students with projects and 
action-oriented studies to better understand 
Edison’s contributions to the world.

The bulletin is designed to:

—aid students in gathering information on 
Thomas A. Edison.

—promote activities related to Edison and his 
contributions.

—provide a general overview and “stepping 
stone” for further learning activities.

During the “Era of Edison” culminating in 1979 
with the “year of light,” New Jersey schools are 
encouraged to engage in Edison studies. As Edison 
was a man of many dimensions—scientist, 
philosopher and a practical dreamer, so can Edison 
learning activities cross multi-disciplinary lines. As 
with the enduring impact of Edison’s inventions, it is 
expected that the rich learning opportunities in 
Edison-related studies will be used long past the 
1979 centennial year.

The Bulletin has studies and activities for 
students on both the elementary and secondary 
levels. Some are better adapted for one grade level 
than the other. It is expected that creative teachers 
and students will extract those learning experiences 
which best fit their educational objectives.

During the “Era of Edison,” the New Jersey 
Historical Society will designate “Edison Centennial 
Schools” among its club and school members. For 
qualifications and ground rules, write to the 
Society’s Education Department.

Almost every project intended to commemorate the 
Thomas A. Edison Centennial, including the ac
tivities suggested in this bulletin, requires some 
research. Those who do the research will not be 
disappointed. Bridging two centuries, every aspect 
of Edison’s life is a fascinating study. Naturally, with 
such a multi-talented, multi-faceted subject there 
are certain considerations to be met. One of the most 
urgent is deciding which avenue of exploration 
should be pursued. Some may wish to pursue a 
general overview or broad biography; while others 
may do a more specialized study, such as the 
development of a particular invention, or the years 
spent at Menlo Park or West Orange.

After choosing an area for research—stick to it. 
Concentrate on finding information to substantiate 
your topic. If you settle upon an investigation of the 
phonograph, do not include unnecessary facts about 
other inventions.

Set O bjectives. Know why you chose your topic. 
Does it interest you more than others? Can you 
possibly shed new light or thoughts? Some areas of 
Thomas Edison’s career have been researched more 
than others, and there is an abundance of materials 
available. However, you may be more challenged by 
doing fresh spadework on new grounds.

Next decide what form the results of your 
research will take. Will it be a film, slides, a 
narrative with visual effects; an essay, speech, 
displays or dramatic productions. As you gather 
information, keep in mind the format you will be 
using; for example, some accounts will be especially 
adaptable for a film. When the project is completed, 
you may wish to tailor it into written form and 
submit it to the Society’s student magazine, The 
Cockpit, for possible publication.

When using secondary sources, try to double 
check facts, notably when citing dates. Many Edison 
inventions were paralleled by similar devices oc
casionally causing confusion as to “who was first?”. 
Be wary of patent dates — the date applied for, and 
when actually issued. A leading encyclopedia 
mistakenly listed a patent applied for date as an 
issue date.

E dison , the scientist, philosopher and practical dreamer.
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THOMAS A. EDISON AND 
“THE AMERICAN WAY”

A Biographical Sketch
“Don’t tell me it can’t be done” was a popular retort 
in the early twentieth century. It became 
synonymous with “The American Way.” Largely one 
man, Thomas A. Edison, was responsible for 
generating the inspiration, determination, and hope 
that was so readily adopted by millions of 
Americans.

Those fortunate enough to live in New Jersey 
during the time Thomas Edison spent his 60 years in 
the state, knew that anything was possible. An often- 
used phrase is “There are those who talk  about 
doing and those who do  it.” Thomas Edison was a 
doer who inspired many more Americans to do the 
same.

In the area around the turn of the century 
people worked long and hard hours. Buildings were 
made that scraped the sky, and cities grew and 
spread. Ships and airplanes were designed that

eventually withstood a World War, when Americans 
boasted how quick their handiwork would end the 
mess “over there.” Industry fluorished and 
scientists made new discoveries. Immigrants 
traveled across the sea to this new land of op
portunity, a place where everyone could be suc
cessful if he worked hard enough. What a time to be 
alive! A feeling of optimism filled the air. This mood

of national confidence did not occur in one day, but 
it did begin that way.

A boy, Thomas Alva Edison, was born to Samuel 
and Nancy Edison on February 11, 1847, at Milan, 
Ohio. The Edisons soon recognized that their son 
was no ordinary child. He was full of questions, 
wanting to know what something was for and how it 
worked. He was interested in everything — except 
school! His marks were not good, and teachers 
thought him to be deficient. Nancy Edison, a former 
teacher, wisely decided to remove Tom from school 
and educate the boy herself. Soon Tom developed a 
boundless appetite for reading books. One of the 
books, by British scientist Michael Faraday, cap
tivated his interest the most. The book was about 
electricity.

When Edison was about thirteen years old, he 
became a newsboy and candy salesman on a 
railroad train. Two years later he set up a printing 
press in the baggage car and printed his own 
newspaper, “The Weekly Herald.” One day, while 
Edison was busy working on the newspaper, the 
train pulled in for a brief stop into a railroad yard in 
Mount Clemens, Michigan. As the young Edison 
walked among the boxcars, he noticed that the 
station agent’s little boy had run onto the track, 
directly in front of an oncoming railcar. Without 
hesitating, Edison lunged across the track dragging 
the boy to safety. The boy’s grateful father offered to 
teach Edison telegraphy as a reward.

Over the next few years Edison worked as a 
telegraph operator at many places, becoming a 
“ ‘first class’ man at the key.” His keen sense of 
curiosity prompted him to make his first invention, a 
vote recorder. He was extremely pleased with his 
creation until he tried to sell it and found no buyers. 
Although disappointed, Edison vowed to learn from 
the error and promised he would never make an 
invention for which there was no demand. At age 
twenty, the young man had accomplished more than 
most men can in a lifetime.

Around 1869 Edison began experimenting with 
a stock ticker. He sold a refined model called the 
universal stock ticker to Western Union for $40,000. 
The inventor used the large sum of money to buy a 
factory on Ward Street in Newark. Within his new 
workroom he created the quadruplex telegraph and 
assisted Christopher L. Shoales on a gadget called 
the typewriter. The inventor also met Mary Stilwell 
and married her on Christmas Day, 1871.

In the spring of 1876 the Edisons moved to 
Menlo Park, New Jersey. One of his first tasks was to 
make a carbon transmitter, a small device used in 
microphones. At the same time, Alexander Graham 
Bell was looking for a material that would transmit 
voices over his telephone. Edison’s carbon button 
was the answer. The two men worked together, and 
Bell’s telephone became a success. For many years 
Edison’s name was stamped on every telephone sold. 
By nature, Edison was unpretentious, so he was only 
being himself when he picked up a telephone and 
simply said “hello.” Since then, millions of people 
have answered the phone precisely that way.
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One day, as Edison toyed with a telegraphic 
repeater, he noticed that when the machine’s disc 
was spun rapidly it played a muscial note. Realizing 
he had stumbled upon something, he poured forth all 
his energies trying to reproduce sounds. Just as the 
human ear has a delicate diaphragm, so, too, must 
his invention. He found waxes, such as paraffin, 
were too soft. Next he tried tinfoil and thought it 
might do. He sketched the invention on paper and 
gave the design to his assistant, John Kreusi, to 
make. Kreusi returned boasting to Edison that the 
machine would never work. As Edison turned the 
crank, the machine reproduced the words he had 
called into its funnel only moments before, “Mary 
had a little lamb.” The phonograph was invented! 
Edison always considered it his favorite invention.

People were captivated by the phonograph. All 
the world discovered Thomas Edison. They called 
him the “Wizard of Menlo Park.” No longer could 
Edison enjoy the privacy he had known. The inventor 
adjusted to fame and concentrated anew on a 
fascinating idea — manufacturing light where there 
was darkness.

Edison was assisted in the effort by a team of 
men led by Charles Batchelor. The men worked 
hard, spending long hours in the laboratory. They 
were searching for a special fibrous material that 
would make a good lamp filament. Of all things tried, 
Edison felt the best was ordinary sewing thread.

On October 17, 1879, he carbonized the strand 
and carefully gave it to Batchelor, who attached it to 
a pair of poles inside a glass bulb. The two men 
waited until 8 o’clock that evening, then Edison 
turned the power on, and the pair settled down to 
see how long the lamp would glow. Surprisingly, the 
light continued to illuminate the room all night, far 
longer than the short lifespans of earlier filaments. 
It burned throughout the next day! Nearly forty 
hours later, Edison decided to force more voltage 
into the lamp, pushing it to the limit. The lamp was 
burning its brightest when suddenly the room went 
dark. The experiment was a success. The darkness 
of night had been conquered.

“The Wizard of Menlo Park” had accomplished 
what some of the world’s leading scientists said

Stock ticker

Tom and Mina Edison, Fort M yers, Florida

couldn’t be done; he invented an incandescent lamp. 
He did not stop there but established a generating 
station at 255 Pearl Street in New York. Electricity 
depended on the power of a generator. Over the next 
few years, the inventor turned his attention to 
creating an electric locomotive, a secretarial device 
called the Ediphone, a principle known as “etheric 
force” (wireless telegraphy) and improved the 
phonograph. Another venture was the manufacture 
of iron ore and cement.

In 1884 Thomas Alva Edison was a lonely man. 
Although surrounded by friends and workers, his 
heart was heavy with sadness caused by the death 
of his wife, Mary. Daily at his laboratory, his 
thoughts were on things other than his work. Then 
he met and began to date Mina Miller. Immediately 
his happy and optimistic outlook returned. The 
lovestruck Edison composed a letter to Lewis Miller 
asking for his daughter’s hand in marriage. With a 
genuine attempt at modesty, the inventor candidly 
appraised his own life. He wrote, “My reputation is 
so far made that I recognize that I must be judged by 
it for good or ill.” The newlyweds selected a home on 
a hill overlooking the inventor’s new factory com
plex at West Orange, New Jersey. Edison wanted to 
leave the memories of Menlo Park behind.

The thirty-seven year old Edison was in the 
prime of his life. He had captured attention and 
respect from every corner of the world. People 
anxiously awaited his next invention. They assumed 
he was probably working on something special. 
Could the seed within Edison’s mind mature into 
something benefiting society as much as the in
candescent light? Surely the wizardry of Edison 
would glisten again.
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Among the things Edison invented in the ensuing 
years were: a special torpedo for the U.S. Navy, 
megaphones, a nickel alkaline storage battery, a 
fluoroscope, gummed wrapping tape and a small 
device, called a microtasimiter that measured slight 
temperature changes. In his lifetime Thomas Edison 
was granted 1,094 United States patents. One of 
these patents was for a motion picture projector. 
This invention, called the kinetoscope, caused a new 
sensation.

For a number of years Edison had toyed with 
the idea of doing for the eye what his phonograph 
did for the ear. The major obstacle to inventing a 
motion picture projector was suitable film. Then, in 
1887, the Reverend Hannibal Goodwin of Newark 
invented a flexible film made of celluloid. Edison and 
his assistant W.K.L. Dickson built a camera called 
the kinetograph; and the projector, or kinetoscope. 
The kinetoscope, or peep show machine, soon 
became a public favorite. Parlors lined with the 
viewing machines were the most crowded places in 
town. Eventually, the infatuation of viewing movies 
through a small hole diminished, and businessmen 
began looking for a new crowd pleaser.

Edison joined forces with a Washington, D.C. 
inventor named Thomas Armat and perfected a 
machine that could truly “project” images onto a 
wall or screen. Their new creation, known as the 
vitascope, debuted at Koster and Bials Music Hall in 
New York City on April 23, 1896. People loved the 
large picture, and a new industry was born. Movie

studios soon dotted the New Jersey Palisades. 
Kinetoscope parlors were replaced by nickelodeons, 
a type of movie theater that charged five cents 
admission. In less than fifteen years, Edison had 
given the world three major inventions: the motion 
picture projector, the phonograph and the in
candescent light bulb. The world would never be the 
same.

Thomas Edison remained active throughout his 
later years. His employees fondly nicknamed him 
“the old man” and marveled at his vigor. Every day 
Edison punched his card in the timeclock and in
spected all work areas. He refused to use the 
machine shop elevator, ignoring the pleas of well- 
intentioned employees, and chose instead to climb 
the steep stairs. Edison always had high ex
pectations and worked to achieve them. It was 
impossible to sidetrack him once he became involved 
in a project. He demanded employees follow his 
example, and they did. Most were loyal and hard 
working. Edison once said the secret of his success 
was “one per cent inspiration; 99 per cent per
spiration.”

On October 18, 1931, Edison died at his West 
Orange home. In his library stands a big clock which 
had always kept perfect time. At 3:27 a.m. the hands 
of the clock stopped, precisely the time Edison ex
pired. Family members decided not to repair the 
timepiece, thinking it too rare a coincidence. Though 
the clock’s hands were still, the hands of millions of 
Americans would be busy for years to come.

Edison and H enry Ford
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II. THE “ WIZARD” —
A PRACTICAL SCIENTIST

Research and writing challenges which explore and 
analyze Thomas Alva Edison’s complex many- 
faceted talents and character.

“WILL THE REAL EDISON 
PLEASE STAND UP?”

Exploring the many faces of Edison.
Biographers, admirers, even critics of Edison, all
have had their pet names when describing the
famous man.
He has been called:

The Hero
The Scientist
The Family Man
The Private Man
The Young Wonder
The Wizard
The Magician
The Most Useful American

1. Ask the students to do further research on 
Edison’s life, then

2. Ask each student to select the name which 
each feels is the best description of the 
inventor, with a statement substantiating 
the choice.

3. Tally the results, report upon the most 
popular names, discuss the students’ choice.

Option: Student contest to select an original 
name for Edison.

After research, ask each student to 
submit an original “pet name” for Edison. 
Arbitrarily, or with a student committee, 
select the five best and ask the class to vote 
for the top choice.

EDISON CURTAIN RAISERS
Like many other extraordinary people, Edison’s life 
was marked by colorful and dramatic moments. 
Some were heroic, others comical; some were 
personal, while others were spectacles of public 
acclaim. Most signified crucial turning points in the 
career of the inventor.

Re-create Edison “curtain raisers” in a play, 
skit, TV or radio drama, or other creative role 
playing. Research further, write a script and re
enact one of these dramatic highlights in Edison’s 
life.
1. (1862) The episode when Edison saved the life of 
the son of railroad telegrapher, J. U. Mackenzie. Just 
a lad himself, he dashed in front of rolling, deadly 
boxcars and snatched the boy to safety. In gratitude, 
Mackenzie taught Edison to become a telegraph 
operator.
2. (1870) Edison’s meeting with General Marshall 
Lefferts, president of Western Union, when the 
inventor brought an improved stock ticker to 
demonstrate. Edison was so nervous he couldn’t 
respond to the question about how much his in
vention was worth. He thought possibly $5,000., but

A rtis ts  capture the perfection of the incandescent light 
in s id e  the Menlo Park L a b o ra to ry
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A view  of the Menlo Laboratory as reconstructed  at 
G reenfield Village, Michigan

knew he would be happy with $3,000. Lefferts of
fered him $40,000. and a cash springboard for a 
lifetime of invention.
3. (Early 1870’s) The occasion that Edison found 
that he could not fill a $30,000. rush order for an 
improved stock printer because it would not function 
properly. He locked the door of his Newark plant, 
with himself and his associates inside. He then 
vowed that no one would leave until the “bugs” 
were fixed. Sixty hours later, after no sleep, and 
little food, the printer was working again.
4. (1877) The invention of the phonograph, when 
Edison gave drawings to his assistant, John Kruesi, 
and told him to produce a working model. His 
disbelieving staff laughed at him, and joshed, when 
he began experimenting with the instrument. Within 
a few moments, for the first time ever, the human 
voice was reproduced.
5. (1879) The perfection of the incandescent light, 
when, after endless failures, Edison experimented 
with a new filament for the bulb. He switched on the 
current, then, in shifts, he and his assistants wat
ched the light burn for 40 hours. At the end of their 
long vigil, they knew that the answer to cheap, 
practical electric lights had been discovered.
6. (1882) The lighting of the first district of New 
York City, when Edison pulled the main switch and 
suddenly streets and buildings were aglow with 
brilliant light. Edison had to start from scratch to 
build the Pearl Street Power Station. There was 
nothing he could buy or order, so he created all the 
components of a lighting system—sockets, fuses, 
wires, cables, switches and improved dynamos. That 
night the crowds in the city streets cheered Edison 
for producing the miracle of light.

EDISON SPEAKS
Edison was a highly articulate person who ex
pressed his thoughts regularly in writing and in 
speech. Consulting his remarks is an effective means 
of gaining insights into the inventor’s values, at
titudes and “work ethic.”

Edison has been described as a man who 
belonged to the 19th century, and as a “transitional 
figure” in American science; i.e., according to some, 
outmoded and outdated in terms of contemporary 
culture. The activity suggested in this section should 
aid students to discover attitudes that motivated 
many late 19th century American leaders. Also, it 
provides an opportunity to measure whether there 
have been changes or adaptations in American 
cultural values.

Select any one (several, all) of the quotations. In 
class discussion, ask the students to spontaneously 
respond as to what the quotation means to them; do 
they agree; is the idea applicable today? Assign the 
students to a fact finding mission in which they 
research Edison’s life to find real examples to his 
actions which justify or reinforce the quotation.

Edison Quotes
1. “My desire is to do everything within my power 

to free people from drudgery, and create the 
largest measure of happiness and prosperity.”

2. “The three essentials to achieve anything 
worthwhile are first, hard work; second, stick- 
to-itiveness; third, common sense.”

3. “I firmly believe that the moving picture is 
destined to bear an important part in the 
education of the future.”

4. “Discovery is not invention, and I dislike to see 
the two words confounded. A discovery is more 
or less in the nature of an accident.”

5. “I’ve been in the inventor business for many 
years, and my experience is that for every 
problem the Lord has made. He also has made a 
solution.”

6. “I am experimenting upon an instrument . . .  in 
such form as to be cheap, practical and con
venient.”

7. “I never did anything worth doing by accident, 
nor did any of my inventions come by accident— 
they came by work.”

8. “. . . there are more frauds in science than 
anywhere else. There are two classes of them— 
first, the pure scientists without practical 
knowledge, and next the practical men without
science.”

9. “No company in which I have been personally 
responsible has ever failed to pay its debts.”

10. “There is no substitution for hard work! 
Restlessness is discontent - and discontent is the 
first necessity of progress. Show me a 
thoroughly satisfied man - and I will show you a 
failure.”
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EDISON, THE PRIVATE MAN
All people have public and private sides of their life. 
To understand a person as fully as possible, both 
dimensions must be studied and analyzed. Edison’s 
private life is as fascinating as his more famous 
public life. He was a man of warmth, with foibles, 
near eccentricities, and personal tragedies.

Ask students to select one of the topics, do 
research, and write a factual or creative article 
about Edison’s private side.

The Private Side o f  Edison
1. Pranks as a youth.
2. The school'‘drop out.”
3. The Grand Trunk railroad boy businessman.
4. The vagabond, teenage, wireless operator.
5. Courtship and marriage years with Mary 

Stillwell.
6. Singular and curious work habits.
7. Staff dedication and loyalty.
8. Courtship and marriage of Mina Miller.
9. Furnishings, layout and decoration of his 

home, Glenmont.
10. The Edison estate in Ft. Myers, Florida.
11. Friendship with Harvey Firestone and Henry 

Ford.
12. Work habits of the ‘‘old man” at Edison 

Laboratories, Glenmont.
13. Dedication of Greenfield Village, Dearborn, 

Michigan, and banquet at Light’s Golden 
Jubilee.

14. Death of Edison.
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III. ACTION WITH EDISON
This section spotlights three of Edison’s most famous 
inventions; tells the story of their birth; and offers 
classroom activities to encourage their un
derstanding. It also surveys the early film industry 
in New Jersey.

THE INCANDESCENT LAMP
For many years scientists had searched for a 
material that could accommodate an electric 
current without breaking or disintegrating. Contrary 
to popular scientific theory of that time, Edison tried 
to make a filament through carbonization. Using an 
ordinary piece of cotton sewing thread as a carbon 
filament, Edison placed the glass bulb on a pump to 
extract air. The process took most of the day. It was 
October 19, 1879, a Sunday, regarded by Edison as 
the best day of the week for working. The inventor 
was never disturbed or interrupted for most of the 
other Edison employees were at home.

Around eight that evening the bulb was ready to 
be tested. Charles Batchelor assisted Edison in the 
“death watch,” carefully eyeing the bright lamp to 
notice any irregularities or symptoms it might give 
when expiring. To their surprise, the bulb continued 
to burn throughout the night. Batchelor was relieved 
by Francis Jehl. Jehl and Edison were excused for a 
brief sleep by Francis Upton and Martin Force. The 
lamp defied the “death watch” all the next day and 
night. In the early afternoon of Tuesday, Ocotber 21, 
after nearly 40 hours of light, Edison decided to push 
the lamp to its limit. Slowly more and more voltage 
flowed into the lamp, causing it to reach a point of 
extreme brightness before it gave out, filling the 
room with darkness.

Every part of the lamp was anxiously examined 
by Edison for possible improvements; thus, the 
world’s first incandescent lamp was never 
preserved as a museum piece. Nevertheless, the 
power and majesty of electricity surrounds us today, 
having changed and improved the world 
dramatically. This alone is a lasting tribute to the 
patience and genius of Thomas A. Edison.

Idea! Create a story of energy.
N e ed e d : A r tis ts ,  c a r d b o a rd ,  p a in ts ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  ta p e .
C ut h u m a n -s h a p e d  f ig u re s  fro m  c a r d b o a r d  a n d  b r a c e  
th e m  w ifh  a  s ta n d  o r  g lue  a n o th e r  p ie c e  of c a r d b o a r d  to  
th e  b a c k  of th e  f ig u re . F ig u re s  c a n  r a n g e  fro m  a n c ie n t 
P ek ing  M a n  m ak in g  fire , to  E in s te in  a n d  th e n  E dison . 
B es id e  th e  f ig u re  p la c e  a  p o s te r  te llin g  e a c h ’s co n 
tr ib u tio n s . A r ra n g e  th e  d isp la y  ch ro n o lo g ic a lly , w ith  a 
co n tin u in g  tim e lin e  a b o v e  th e  e x h ib its  o r on th e  floor 
b e lo w  s e rv in g  a s  a  “ M ag ic  R oad  T h ro u g h  th e  A g e s .”

To se e  h o w  su c h  a n  e x h ib it is a r r a n g e d ,  v is it P u b lic  
S e rv ic e  E le c tr ic  a n d  G as C o m p a n ie s ’ “ S eco n d  Sun 
F lo a tin g  M u se u m ” a t  B u rlin g to n , N ew  Je rse y  08 0 1 6  o r 
w r i te  to  th e m  fo r a  b ro c h u re . T h e  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r  is 
609-387-3800, M r. W a rf ie ld . O th e r  p o w e r  c o m p a n ie s  in  
y o u r a r e a  c a n  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  
a r e a  of fu tu re  d ev e lo p m en ts .

Som e f ig u re s  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  h is to ry  o f ligh ting :
O tto  von  G u e ric k e  (1650)
W a r r e n  la  R ue (1809)
F ra n c is  H a w k sb e e  (1700)
M ic h a e l F a r a d a y  (1831)
E. G eo rg  von  K le ist (1745)
W illiam  R. G rove (1840)
S ir H u m p h ry  D avy  (1802)
B en jam in  F ra n k lin  (1752)

Id e a ! Research the story of light.
Discover more about the types of lamps used 

throughout history: Greek torches, Roman
suspended lights, oil lamps, Betty lamps, candles, 
arc lighting, incandescent lamps!

T oday ’s Light Bulb
Modern electric light bulb is composed of a tungsten 
wire (filament) in a vacuum. When charged with 
electricity, the wire provides light. Lamp efficiency 
is computed; output to watts consumed. The larger 
the wattage, the more efficient and brilliant the 
lamp. So intensity is generally proportionate to a 
bulb’s wattage.

Id e a ! Construct a light bulb.
M a te r ia ls  n e e d e d : T w o 18" p ie c e s  o f w ire , b lock  of w ood  
3 " x  4", c o p p e r  lam p  w ire  4 "-5"  long, t in  c a n , 2 s c re w s , 
w id e -m o u th  j a r  w ith  lid , 6 vo lt b a t te ry ,  sm all b i r th d a y  c a k e  
c a n d le / f c r e w d r iv e r ,  h a m m e r, n a il.

1. P u n c h  tw o  h o le s  th ro u g h  th e  j a r  co v e r a b o u t 1" o r  2" 
a p a r t .

2. T a k e  th e  2 p ie c e s  o f w ire  a n d  p u s h  th e m  th ro u g h  th e  
h o le s  u n til  th e y  a r e  h a lfw a y  in to  th e  ja r .

3. T a k e  a  p ie c e  of m a sk in g  ta p e  a n d  p la c e  it o v e r b o th  
w ire s  a n d  h o le s . P re s s  e x c e s s  t a p e  o v e r s id e  of lid .

4. T a k e  o n e  c o p p e r  s t r a n d  fro m  th e  la m p  w ire  a n d  w in d  
it a ro u n d  a  n a il  a b o u t 6 tim es . You h a v e  m a d e  a  
f ilam e n t.

5. R em ove th e  n a i l  a n d  tie  th e  f ila m e n t to  th e  e n d s  of th e  
tw o  w ire s  th a t  e x te n d  fro m  th e  co v er.

6. S c re w  th e  co v e r on  th e  ja r  (lam p).

7. C ut th e  t in  c a n  a lo n g  its  le n g th  a n d  f la t te n  ou t. Be 
c a r e fu l  of s h a r p  ed g es .

8. C ut a  s t r ip  Vz" x 3" a n d  a n o th e r  Vz" x  1".

9. T a k e  a  n a il  a n d  h a m m e r a  h o le  in  th e  c e n te r  o f th e  Vz" 
x  1" p ie c e  a n d  on  o n e  e n d  o f th e  Vz" x 3" p ie ce .

10. P o sitio n  t in  s t r ip s  on w ood  so th e y  o v e r la p . F a s te n  
w ith  s c r e w s  to  w ood , le av in g  sm all s p a c e  u n d e rn e a th .

11. C o n n ec t w ire s  to  s w itc h  a n d  b a t te ry .

12. P re s s  th e  s w itc h  ( tu rn  th e  la m p  on), a n d  th e  f ila m e n t 
w ill g low . O nly  k eep  it on fo r s e v e ra l  se c o n d s  o r th e  
b a t te r y  w ill d ra in . If  th e  f ila m e n t k e e p s  g low ing , it  is 
too long  a n d  m u s t b e  m a d e  s h o r te r .  U se th e  n a il  to  
m ak e  a  s h o r te r  coil a n d  re -c o n n e c t to  th e  w ire s . 
Id ea lly , th is  n e w  fila m e n t sh o u ld  g low  fo r on ly  a  few  
se c o n d s .
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G e n e ra l Electric’s chart of the evolution of light bulb

To c r e a te  a  v a cu u m , p u t th e  b ir th d a y  c a n d le  
in s id e  th e  ja r  a n d  lig h t it. T u rn  th e  lig h ts  o ff a n d  
t ig h te n  th e  lid . S h o rtly  th e  lit c a n d le  w ill e x tin g u ish  a s  
it  u s e s  u p  th e  a v a ila b le  oxygen . T u rn  th e  lam p  on; it 
sh o u ld  g low  lo n g e r in  th e  v a c u u m  ev en  th o u g h  th e  
fila m e n t is  th e  sa m e  s ize  a s  b e fo re .
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M a te r ia ls  n e e d e d : P e n lig h t b u lb , a  fe w  fe e t (36") of
in s u la te d  w ire , sm all so ck e t, f la sh lig h t b a t te r y ,  tin  c a n , 
w ood  3 g |c  4 " , o n e  s c re w , s c r e w d r iv e r ,  h a m m e r.

1. M ak e  c e r ta in  th e  tin  c a n  is  c le a n .

2. R em ove lid  fro m  to p  a n d  bo ttom .

3. C a re fu lly  c u t th e  c a n  a lo n g  its  le n g th , av o id in g  its  
s h a r p  ed g es .

4. F la tte n  th e  p ie c e  o f t in  a n d  c u t o u t o n e  s t r ip  V i" b y  3" 
a n d  o n e  m o re  V i" b y  V i" .

5. C ut a  b lo ck  of w ood  3" b y  4 " . U se th e  s c r e w  to  a t ta c h  
th e  V i" x 3" s t r ip  to  th e  b lo ck  o f w ood.

6. C ut tw o  p ie c e s  o f w ire  e a c h  a b o u t 18" long  a n d  f r a y  
th e  c o v e rin g  b a c k  so  th a t  w ire  is  v is ib le .

7. A tta c h  th e  w ire  from  o n e  e n d  o f e a c h  p ie c e  to  th e  
b a t te r y  w ith  ta p e .

8. C o n n ec t th e  c irc u it  b y  fa s te n in g  o n e  e n d  o f  w ire  to  th e  
s c r e w  w ith  th e  re m a in in g  e n d  le f t  f re e .

9. W h e n  th e  s w itc h  is  on  (th e  re m a in in g  e n d  to u c h e d  to  
th e  m e ta l p iece), th e  c irc u it  is c lo se d  a n d  th e  b u lb  w ill 
lig h t up .

I d e a ! M ake an  E lectric  Circuit.

THE PHONOGRAPH
Thomas Edison called this his favorite invention. The 
idea came to him while working on telegraphy. It 
was during the summer of 1877, when the inventor 
was testing a telegraph repeater, a device that 
looked very much like a modern phonograph. A 
paper disc upon which Morse code could be 
ingrained by an embossing needle was wrapped 
around a revolving metal plate. After experimenting 
with the machine, Edison noticed that when the disc 
was spun rapidly, a musical note could be heard. In 
his notebook he confidently wrote:

Replica of 1877 phonograph

“Just tried experiment with diaphragm having 
an embossing point and held against paraffin 
paper moving rapidly. The speaking vibrations 
are indented nicely, and there’s no doubt that I 
shall be able to store up and reproduce 
automatically at any future time the human 
voice perfectly.”
Edison reasoned that just as our ears have a 

type of diaphragm (our ear drums) so, too, must his 
new creation. First, he tried strips of paper coated 
with paraffin wax, but this was too soft. He decided 
against using a harder wax as it would take many 
months to develop the correct consistency. He used 
tinfoil instead. His assistant, John Kreusi, con
structed the world’s first phonograph based upon
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Edison dem onstrates his phonograph in W ash in g to n

the plans drawn by Edison. Kreusi bet Edison one 
dollar it wouldn’t work. The inventor explained that 
he didn’t have a dollar to bet, but was willing to 
chance a barrel of his father’s apples. Both men 
having agreed, Edison slowly turned the crank and 
spoke the words that were to become famous, “Mary 
had a little lamb.” Returning the cylinder to its 
starting point, he again turned the crank, and as the 
needle approached the markings on the cylinder, his 
voice was heard coming from the machine, repeating 
his words perfectly. Kreusi turning to the smiling 
Edison said, ‘‘Well - 1 guess I’ve lost the bet.”

A later model which appeared in nickelodeon 
parlors with a coin slot is the predecessor of the 
‘‘juke box.”

Id e a ! Edison’s phonograph was the first
instrument that recorded and played back the 
human voice. Research attempts through history to 
reproduce sound.

Idea! List some present day sources of 
comiijhpcation. How many can be attributed, even 
in thapast, to Edison? Speculate on some possible 
uses a ||jl developments in audio technology.

Idea! Take an inventory, in home and 
school, of the number of uses of sound reproduction. 
Music - culture? Oral History? Instruction? 
Amusement?

■ A Fundamental Phonograph
M a te r i$ j |^  N eed ed : A sm all, n a r ro w  c a n  su c h  a s  a
fro ze n  d ||a n g e  ju ice  c a n , a lu m in u m  foil, sew in g  n e e d le , an  
old p h o to g ra p h  re c o rd  (not a  good one), a  sm all co rk , a 
r u b b e r l f a n d ,  a  c a n  o p e n e r , g lue , a  p h o n o g ra p h .

1. U sing  th e  c a n  o p e n e r , rem o v e  th e  to p  a n d  b o tto m  of 
th e  ju ic e  c a n .

2. T igh tly  co v e r one  e n d  o f th e  c a n  w ith  a  p ie c e  of 
a lu m in u m  foil a t ta c h in g  it to  th e  s id e s  of th e  c a n  w ith  
a  t a u t  ru b b e r  b a n d . T h e  foil co v erin g  sh o u ld  b e  
sm oo th  a n d  s e c u re . In  s te p  #1 you  h a v e  m a d e  th e  
h o rn , a n d  in  s te p  #2, th e  d ia p h ra g m .

3. T a k e  th e  sew in g  n e e d le  a n d  p u s h  th e  ‘eye e n d ’ 
th ro u g h  th e  co rk  u n til  it  e m erg es  on th e  o th e r  end . 
K eep  th e  ‘e y e ’ e n d  of th e  n e e d le  f la t  w ith  th e  s u r fa c e  
o f th e  co rk . T h e  p o in te d  e n d  c a n  e x te n d  from  th e  cork .

4. G lue th e  f la t  en d  of th e  c o rk  to  th e  a lum inum  
(d iap h rag m ). S tep s  3 a n d  4 sh o w  h ow  to  m ak e  th e  
s ty lu s  o r  n e ed le .

5. A llow  to  d ry ; th e n  h o ld  th e  c a n  a t  a n  a n g le  to  a  re c o rd .

6. T u rn  on  th e  p h o n o g ra p h  w ith  no  volum e. T o u ch  th e  
n e e d le  so ftly  on  th e  rev o lv in g  re c o rd . L isten!
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MOTION PICTURE PROJECTOR

“Seeing is believing” was a lifelong motto of Edison, 
and he helped the world “see” more.

It was around 1884, in his West Orange, New 
Jersey, laboratory that Thomas A. Edison decided to 
do for the eye what his favorite invention, the 
phonograph, did for the ear. Over the next few years 
he worked closely with W.K.L. Dickson, an employee 
talented in photography. In 1888 they created the 
world’s first motion picture machine. Edison, 
disappointed in this crude box-shaped device whose 
pictures were blurry, knew it could be improved but 
was stumped as to how. The solution to the problem 
was a flexible, celluloid film developed by a Newark 
minister, Reverend Hannibal Goodwin.

Using the new film, Edison and Dickson devised 
a rectangular-shaped viewing machine called the 
kinetoscope, or ‘peep show machine’ on October 6, 
1889. Businessmen placed some of the machines in 
store rooms, giving birth to the popular kinetoscope 
parlor. The Edison motion picture camera was 
called the kinetograph. New advances led to the 
‘Projecting Kinetoscope’, the forerunner of today’s 
motion picture projector, which illuminated images 
on a wall or screen. Around the same time a similar 
machine was built by a Washington, D.C. inventor, 
Thomas Armat. Lacking funds to manufacture the 
projector, his design was improved by Edison. Called 
the ‘vitascope’, it debuted as a last act in a 
vaudeville program at Koster and Bial’s Music Hall 
in New York City on April 23,1896.

In 1893, experim enting w ith motion p ic ture  lens.
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A lth o u g h  a  p in h o le  c a m e ra  is  on ly  a  c a r d b o a r d  box  w ith  a  
p in h o le  (lens) c o v e re d  w ith  a  f la p  (sh u tte r) , it w ill ta k e  
e x c e lle n t p ic tu re s  a n d  i l lu s t r a te  th e  ru d im e n ts  of 
p h o to g ra p h y . T he  only  d r a w b a c k  is th e  long  e x p o su re  tim e  
w a r r a n t s  on ly  la n d s c a p e s  a n d  s till  su b je c ts . T h e  c a m e ra  
m u s t b e  h e ld  v e ry  s te a d y .

M a te r ia ls  N eed ed : 1" s q u a r e  p ie c e  of a lu m in u m  foil;
E lm e r’s o r o th e r  w h ite  g lue; one la rg e  p ie c e  of s tu rd y  
c a r d b o a r d  (14" x 26") b la c k , o r a t  le a s t  one s id e  b la c k  
(m a tte  b o a rd  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  a n d  is  a v a ila b le  a t  a  good 
p h o to g ra p h y  s to re); a  #10  sew in g  n e e d le ; a  u tility  (razo r) 
kn ife ; a  p en c il; one  p ie c e  of v e ry  fine  s a n d p a p e r ;  a  ru le r ;  
a n d  a  c a n d le .

To m ake the cam era body:

1. C ut a  p ie c e  o f c a r d b o a r d  7" x 26". T h en , b y  d ra w in g  a  
line , d iv id e  th e  p ie c e  in to  4 se c tio n s . O ne se c tio n  7" x 
7" , o n e  s e c tio n  6" x 7" , one  s e c tio n  7" x 7" , a n d  one 
s e c tio n  6" x 7".

I d e a !  M ake a  Pinhole C am era

7 6 7 6
i— - i !
1 * (
1 i 11 1
1 1 11

2. W ith  th e  c a r d b o a r d  t h a t  is le ft, c u t  4 p ie c e s  6" x 7".

3. T ak e  one  of th e  6" x 7" p ie c e s  a n d  fin d  th e  c e n te r  by  
ligh tly  d ra w in g  d ia g o n a l lin es  from  c o rn e r  to  c o rn e r . 
In  th e  c e n te r  c u t a  h o le  Vz" s q u a r e .  T ak in g  one  of th e  
o th e r  6" x 7" p ie c e s , c u t a  r e c ta n g u la r  4" x 5" in  th e  
c e n te r .  W ith  th e  th i r d  6" x 7" p ie c e , c u t a  s im ila r  ho le  
m e a s u r in g  3Vz" x  AVz". T he  re m a in in g  6" x 7" p ie ce  
w ill b e  u s e d  la te r .  Y ou sh o u ld  n o w  h a v e  one  p ie c e  
w ith  a  Vz" ho le  a n d  tw o  “ f r a m e s ” — one 1" w ide ; th e  
o th e r  1 ! 4 " w id e .

□

Vz hole 4x 5
hole

3Vz x  4 Vi 
hole

4. P u t th e  w id e r  (1V4") f ra m e  (b lack  s id e  d o w n  if only 
one  s id e  is b lack ) d o w n  on  a  f la t  s u r fa c e . T ak e  th e  
sm a lle r  f ra m e  a n d  g lue  one  s ide . P la c e  th e  g lu e d  s id e  
on  th e  la r g e r  f ra m e  so th e  o u ts id e  ed g es  m ee t, a n d  
p re s s ,  w ip in g  a w a y  a n y  g lue  th a t  s e e p s  ou t. T h is  
d o u b le  f ra m e  w ill b e  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  b a c k  of th e  
c a m e ra  w h e re  it  w ill h o ld  s h e e t  film .

5. T ak e  th e  7" x 26" p ie c e  a n d  c a re fu l ly  c u t sh a llo w  
g ro o v es  a lo n g  th e  p e n c il d r a w n  lin es . Do n o t cu t 
th ro u g h  th e  c a r d b o a rd .  Fold  th e  p ie c e  a n d  ta p e  a lo n g  
th e  le n g th  o f e a c h  o f th e  fo u r  c o rn e r s  w ith  b la c k  ta p e .

6. P la c e  th e  film  h o ld e r  (the  2 f ra m e s  g lu ed  to g e th e r)  on 
th e  b a c k  of th e  c a m e ra  body . T h e  o u tlin e d  ed g es  of th e  
2 f ra m e s  sh o u ld  fa c e  a w a y  from  th e  body . T h e n  ta k e  
th e  6" x  7" p ie c e  of c a r d b o a r d  re m a in in g  from  S tep  
#3, a n d  w ith  b la c k  s id e  fa c in g  th e  body, ta p e  o n e  of 
th e  6" e n d s  to  th e  b o d y  fo rm in g  a  h inge . A sm all p ie ce  
of ta p e  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  o th e r  6" ed g e  w ill s e c u re  th e  
f la p  to  th e  b a c k  fo r in s ta n c e s  w h e n  th e  c a m e ra  is 
lo a d e d  w ith  film .

7. O n th e  o th e r  e n d  of th e  c a m e ra  body , ta p e  th e  c a m e ra  
fro n t (the  6" x 7" p ie c e  w ith  th e  Vz" ho le  in  it). B lack  
s id e  fa c in g  in.

8. T a k e  th e  p ie c e  of a lu m in u m  foil a n d  g en tly  p ie rc e  it 
w ith  a  #10  sew in g  n e e d le . S a n d p a p e r  th e  b u r r s  
s u rro u n d in g  th e  ho le . T h e n  p u sh  th e  n e e d le  th ro u g h  
th e  ho le  h a lfw a y  u p  th e  le n g th  of th e  n e e d le .

9. B lack en  b o th  s id es  of th e  foil by  p a s s in g  it o ver a 
c a n d le  flam e. P la c e  th e  p in h o le , sm o o th  s id e  fac in g  
ou t, o ver th e  c e n te r  of th e  ho le  in  th e  c a m e ra  fro n t. 
T a p e  th e  foil. C ut a  3" s q u a r e  of c a r d b o a r d  a n d  ta p e  
its  b o tto m  on th e  b o d y  so  th a t  it  c o v e rs  th e  p in h o le  if 
its  to p  is h e ld . T h is  is th e  s h u tte r .  A sm all p ie ce  of 
ta p e  a t  th e  to p  w ill k e ep  it c lo sed .

10. L oad  th e  c a m e ra  w ith  a  4" x 5" s h e e t  film . N o tc h e s  on 
th e  film  m u s t b e  in  th e  u p p e r  le f t h a n d  c o rn e r  of th e  
c a m e ra  so th e  em u lsio n  s id e  of th e  film  fa c e s  in w a rd .

To ta k e  a  p ic tu re , lo w e r th e  fro n t f la p  b rie fly , th u s  e x 
p o sin g  th e  film . T h e  e x p o su re  tim e  w ill v a ry  d e p e n d in g  
u p o n  th e  a m o u n t of su n lig h t. T ry  2 sec o n d s  fo r b la c k  a n d  
w h ite  film  a n d  4 - 5 fo r co lo r.
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A T haum atrope
The basic principle of motion pictures, that the 
“hand is quicker than the eye” is demonstrated in 
this activity. Over 300 years ago men began ex
periments that led to the development of a Magic 
Lantern. The Lantern contained painted pictures on 
glass slides that were “magically” projected on a 
wall. In 1824 Peter Mark Roget, who later wrote the 
famous Thesaurus or treasury of words, noticed 
something while looking through Venetian blinds. He 
realized that the human eye possessed a peculiar 
ability of holding an image for a longer period than 
actually existed. Called “persistence of vision” this 
is the basic theory of motion pictures.

When viewing a movie, the images do not move. 
Each image is a solitary picture called a frame of 
movie film. The human eye keeps seeing the image 
until a new one is shown. The faster they are shown 
the more they blend together and give an illusion of 
motion.

Soon after Roget’s discovery, picture toys began 
to appear which capitalized on the persistence of 
vision. The thau m atrope  was a disc with a picture on 
both sides. The pictures blended when spun. Widely 
used was a drawing of a bird on one side and a cage 
on the other. When the disc was spinning, the bird 
appeared to be in the cage.

The p h en ak istoscop e  was created by Joseph 
Plateau of Belgium. It consisted of a series of 
drawings ending with the first sketch. The viewer 
saw the drawings through a slot in the side of a 
cylinder. Inside, a mirror reflected the images. The 
zeotrope or “wheel of life,” developed by George 
Horner in England used a revolving drum. One 
looked into the revolving drum via slots on its top 
outside edge. Another creation called the 
praxinoscope resembled the zoetrope. The thumb 
book also became popular. The suggestion of motion 
was created by flipping pages.

M a te r ia ls  N e ed e d : A  p e n c il , t r a c in g  p a p e r ,  c a rb o n
p a p e r ,  c o n s tru c tio n  p a p e r ,  s c is s o rs , r u le r ,  in d e x  c a r d s ,  
c ra y o n s  o r  m a rk in g  p e n s .

T h is  is a  sm all c a r d  w ith  im a g e s  on  b o th  s id e s . To 
m a k e  a  c a r d  th a u m a tro p e , p la c e  tw o  d ra w in g s  
to g e th e r , b a c k  to  b a c k . T h e  d ra w in g s  c a n  b e  a lm o s t 
a n y  s u b je c t  of y o u r choosing , b u t  in  th e  fo llow ing  
e x a m p le  a  s p a c e s h ip  w ill b e  u se d .

1. T ra c e  th e  s p a c e s h ip .

2. U sing  th e  c a rb o n  p a p e r ,  o u tlin e  th e  t r a c in g  on to  
a n  in d e x  c a rd .

3. C ut o u t th e  s p a c e sh ip .

4. C ut tw o  3" x 5" p ie c e s  of b la c k  c o n s tru c tio n  
p a p e r .

5. G lue th e  3" x  5" p ie c e s  on  tw o  in d e x  c a rd s .

6. G lue th e  in d e x  c u t s p a c e s h ip  on  one  of th e  b la c k  
c o n s tru c tio n  c a r d s .  C e n te r  it.

7. C olor th e  s p a c e s h ip  u s in g  fe lt m a rk in g  p e n s  o r 
c ra y o n s .

8. T a p e  th e  t r a c in g  of th e  s p a c e s h ip  to  th e  o th e r  
b la c k  c o n s tru c tio n  c a r d .  M ak e  s u re  it  is  c e n te re d .

9. U sing  th e  w h ite  p a p e r ,  c u t o u t sm a ll s t a r s  a n d  
p a s te  th e m  on  th e  b la c k  a ro u n d  th e  t r a c in g  
p a p e r .

10. R em ove th e  s p a c e s h ip  t ra c in g .

11. T a p e  a  p e n c il to  th e  in s id e  b o tto m  of o n e  c a r d .

12. T a k e  b o th  c a r d s  a n d  g lue  to g e th e r . M ak e  s u re  th e  
(1) s p a c e s h ip  a n d  (2) s p a c e s h ip  o u tlin e  a r e  
p o in tin g  ‘s k y w a rd ’.

13. W h e n  th e  g lue  d r ie s , ro ll th e  p e n c il  b e tw e e n  y o u r 
p a lm s . T h e  im ag e  sh o u ld  a p p e a r  a s  one , sen d in g  
th e  s p a c e s h ip  zoom ing th ro u g h  th e  sky!

I d e a !  A C ard T haum atrope
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M ak e  a s lid e  p ro g ra m  of E d iso n ’s life . In d iv id u a l s lid es  
c a n  d e p ic t  h is  b i r th  in  O hio , d e p a r tu r e  fro m  schoo l, d if
f ic u lt y e a r s  . . .  h is  in v e n tio n s . T h e re  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  to  do 
th is . A c to rs  (fr ie n d s) c a n  b e  c h o se n  to  p o r t r a y  E d ison  a t  
v a r io u s  s ta g e s  of h is  life . M a n y  of th e  p ic tu re s  c a n  b e  
ta k e n  u n d e r  a m b e r  lig h tin g  to  g ive a n  a g e d  e ffe c t. Look a t  
p ic tu re s  of E d ison  in  l ib r a r y  books - p a y  a t te n tio n  to  
d e ta i ls  - h o w  is h e  d re s s e d ?  D oes h is  f a c ia l  e x p re s s io n  
v a ry  fro m  e a c h  p ic tu re  o r  r e m a in  u n c h a n g e d ?  B a se d  u p o n  
r e s e a r c h ,  w r i te  a  ro u g h  s c r ip t  of h is  life .

T h e  n e x t  s te p  is to  p ic k  o u t e v e n ts  you  w ish  to  
h ig h lig h t. F o r e a c h  h ig h lig h t th e r e  sh o u ld  b e  a  s lid e  o r a  
r a p id  s e r ie s  of s lid e s  a long  th e  sa m e  th em e . R e w rite  a n d  
p o lish  th e  s c r ip t ,  d iv id ing  it in to  th e s e  h ig h lig h ts . Be s u re  
th e  n a r r a t iv e  is  n o t too  le n g th ly  fo r e a c h  slide ; if so, th e n  
u s e  m o re  th a n  o n e  fra m e . A t d if f e r e n t  tim e s  m u s ic  c a n  b e  
r e c o rd e d  w ith  o r  w ith o u t n a r r a t iv e .  E xam ple : fo r s lid es  
d e a lin g  w ith  m o tion  p ic tu re  d ev e lo p m en t, “ Y ou O u g h ta  Be 
in  P ic tu r e s .”

A n o th e r  w a y  to  m ak e  a  s lid e  p ro g ra m  is to  ta k e  
p ic tu re s  from  books r a th e r  th a n  u s in g  live  s u b je c ts  - o r 
co m b in e  th e  tw o .

I d e a !  B iographical Slide Program
Early movie studios were located in New York City, 
which offered vacant warehouses and factories. 
Here the studios found the abundant space so 
necessary for filming at a price they could afford. As 
films became popular, new story ideas were needed. 
New York streets were fine for city scenes but could 
never do as a country meadow or forest. Studio 
executives followed the example set by Thomas 
Edison. They moved across the river to New Jersey.

While Edison made films in West Orange, other 
companies settled along the Hudson River in the 
communities of Fort Lee, Cliffside, Jersey City and 
Bayonne.

THE MOVIES COME TO NEW JERSEY

T he “Black M aria” motion p icture studio in W est Orange.
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The Early M ovies
I. T h e  F o rt L ee P u b lic  L ib ra ry  h a s  a  6 0 -m inu te  film  

e n tit le d , “ B efo re  H o llyw ood  T h e re  W a s  F o r t L e e .” 
T h is  m ovie  is a v a ila b le  w ith o u t c h a rg e  to  B e rg en  
C oun ty  sch o o ls . A sm a ll r e n ta l  c h a rg e  m ay  a p p ly  to  
sch o o ls  o u ts id e  th e  co u n ty . C opies o f th e  film  m a y  b e  
p u rc h a s e d .

II. F o r t L ee  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  a lso  h a s  s e v e ra l  v ideo  ta p e s  
of in te rv ie w s  o f e a r ly  F o r t L ee re s id e n ts  a n d  
p io n e e r s  o f th e  m ovie  in d u s try . 25 film  s ile n t c la s s ic s  
a r e  a v a ila b le  fo r  sch o o l u se .
C o n ta c t: M r. S tev e  W e c k le r

F o rt L ee  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  
320  M a in  S tr e e t  
F o r t L ee, NJ 07 0 2 4  
201-461-8020

III. A  b o o k le t d e sc r ib in g  th e  e a r ly  m ovie  in d u s try  of F o r t 
L ee a n d  a  m a p  sh o w in g  th e  lo c a tio n  of m ovie s tu d io s  
a n d  la n d m a rk s  in  th e  a r e a  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  
F o rt L ee C h a m b e r of C om m erce . T h e  c o s t is $3 .00 . 
T h e  m a p  c le a r ly  p o in ts  o u t w h e re  s tu d io s  w e re  
lo c a te d  a n d  n o te s  th e  few  s till s ta n d in g . R am bos 
H o te l, a  fa v o r ite  sp o t of th e  e a r ly  m o v ie m a k e rs  a n d  
o fte n  u s e d  in  film s a s  a  ‘w e s te r n  s a lo o n ’ s till s ta n d s . 
T h e  o r ig in a l p ro p r ie to r ,  G us B e c k e r, d ie d  in  1977. 
C o n ta c t: F o r t L ee C h a m b e r o f C om m erce

201-224-4475

IV. A 14-page o u tlin e  of th e  m ovie in d u s try ’s o rig in  is 
f re e  to  J e rse y m e n  C lubs a n d  Schoo l M e m b e rs . T he  
p a m p h le t “ F o rt L ee B efo re  H ollyw ood, 1907 - 1 9 2 5 ,” 
h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a v a ila b le  th ro u g h  th e  N e w  Je rse y  
H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty , c o u r te s y  o f th e  a u th o r ,  T h o m as  F. 
H an lo n . M r. H a n lo n  h a s  b e e n  invo lved  in  th e  
te c h n ic a l  a n d  p ro d u c tio n  a s p e c ts  of m ov ie-m aking  
fo r m a n y  y e a r s .  T h e  o u tlin e  p o in ts  o u t N ew  Je rse y  
lo c a tio n s  u s e d  fo r  sp e c if ic  s c e n e s  in  m ovie-m aking .

V. F or l i t e r a tu r e  on  th e  d e v e lo p m en t of flex ib le  film 
a n d  th e  h is to ry  o f Kodak, c a ll o r w r i te  to: M r. H a n k  
K a sk a , N e w s S e rv ic e s , C o rp o ra te  In fo rm a tio n  
D e p a r tm e n t, 343 S ta te  S t., R o c h e s te r , NY 14650, 
716-724-7642. In  N ew  Y ork  C ity, th e  K odak  G a lle ry  
h a s  e x h ib its  w h ic h  a r e  r e p la c e d  p e r io d ic a lly . 1133 
A v en u e  of th e  A m e ric a s , NYC, 212-262-6170.

Gentleman Jim Corbett and Pete  C o u rte n a y  s q u a r e  o ff for  
the “p ic tu res .”

New Jersey Movie Studios
When researching a film company, remember that 
more than one name was not uncommon. Oc
casionally, there are two or three names involved: 1. 
the name of the company owning the studio; 2. the 
name of the company producing the movie; 3. the 
name of the company releasing the picture.

The following is a brief description of New 
Jersey Movie Companies of yesteryear using the 
name generally considered to be the best known.

1. Thomas A. Edison, Inc.
o r  T h o m as  A. E d ison  o r  E d ison  M a n u fa c tu r in g  Co., 
M a in  S tr e e t  a n d  L a k e s id e  A ve., W e s t O ra n g e , NJ. A 
f ire  in  1914  d e s tro y e d  a  la rg e  p o r tio n  o f th e  com plex .

2. The Biograph Company
o r A m e ric a n  M u to sc o p e  Co., A m e ric a n  M u to sc o p e  
a n d  B io g ra p h  Co.; fo u n d e d  a s  th e  K .M .C.D . Co. in  1896 
by  E lias  B e r n a r d  C oopm an, H e n ry  N. M a rv in , H e rm a n  
C a s le r  a n d  W illiam  K.L. D ickson .; 841 B ro a d w a y  
(1896), th e n  11 E a s t 14 th  S t. (1903), N e w  Y ork  City.

D. W . G rif fith  - p la y e r , d ir e c to r
M a c k  S e n n e tt  - p la y e r , d ir e c to r
W .K .L . D ickson  - c a m e ra m a n
P la y e rs : F lo re n c e  L a w re n c e , M a ry  P ic k fo rd , Billy
Q u irk , L ionel B a rry m o re , L illian  G ish , M a b le
N o rm a n d

3. Centaur and Nestor
o r C e n ta u r  o r N e s to r . 900  B ro a d w a y , B ayo n n e . In  
1913 b u ilt a  n e w  s tu d io  a t  A v en u e  E a n d  E a s t 4 3 rd  St., 
B ayonne; 1914, n a m e  c h a n g e  to  M in  A. (m ad e  in  
A m erica ); fo u n d e d  a n d  o p e ra te d  by  D av id  H o rsley . 
1911, f i r s t  s tu d io  to  m ove to  H ollyw ood, C a lifo rn ia . 
H o rs le y  w a s  one  of th e  fo u n d e rs  of U n iv e rsa l Film  
M a n u fa c tu r in g  Co.

A lice  D a v e n p o rt - p la y e r  
A r t  A c o rd  - p la y e r

4. Champion Film Company
5 th  S tre e t ,  C oytesv ille , NJ, n e a r  F o r t L ee lin e . O ne of 
th e  f i r s t  s tu d io s  b u ilt, it  is  s till  s ta n d in g ; n o w  th e  
H a n fo rd  B ro w n  P r in tin g  F a c to ry . F o u n d e d  b y  M a rk  
D in te n fa s , w ho  w a s  a lso  a  fo u n d e r  of H o llyw ood’s 
U n iv e rsa l F ilm  M a n u fa c tu r in g  C om pany.

5. Pathe Freres, a f te r  1917 P a th e  E x ch a n g e .

A ffilia te d  w ith  P a th e  N ew s, E c le c tic  F ilm  Co., A s t ra  
F ilm  C orp ., B a lb o a  F e a tu re  Film  Co., C a lifo rn ia , 1 
C o n g ress  S t., J e rse y  C ity a n d  B ound  B rook. A r th u r  
M ille r  - c a m e ra m a n .

P la y e rs : P e a r l  W h ite , R ao u l W a lsh , W a r n e r  
O la n d , I r e n e  C as tle , H a ro ld  Lloyd, O lga  P e tro v a , 
B illy Q u irk .

6. Eclair Film COmpany
F o rt L ee, N.J.; m a in  b u ild in g  d e s tro y e d  b y  f ire  in  1914. 
I ts  f i r s t  p ro d u c tio n , “ H a n d s  A c ro ss  th e  S e a ,” 
d e p ic te d  th e  c a m a ra d e r ie  b e tw e e n  th e  F re n c h  a n d  
A m e ric a n  co lo n is ts  d u r in g  th e  R ev o lu tio n a ry  W a r . 
T h e  b a t t le s  o f M o n m o u th  a n d  T re n to n  w e re  
e la b o ra te ly  r e p ro d u c e d .
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T he in te r io r  of the “Black M aria .”

7. Victor Film Company
F o u n d e d  in  1912 by  p o p u la r  a c t r e s s  F lo re n c e  
L a w re n c e , w ho  liv ed  in  W e s tw o o d , N .J. S tud io  lo c a te d  
in  F o r t Lee, N.J.

8. Kalem Company
F o u n d e d  by  G eorge  K leine, S am u e l Long a n d  F ra n k  J. 
M a r io n  (K— L— M); C liffside , N .J. (1912).

9. Solax Company, l a te r  th e  U.S. A m u sem e n t C or
p o ra tio n .

F o rt Lee, N .J. F o u n d e d  by  A lice  G uy B lach e , w ho  
b e c a m e  a r t i s t ic  d ire c to r .

P la y e rs : Billy Q uirk , O lga P e tro v a , E thel
B a rry m o re

10. World Pictures
1914, F o r t Lee, N.J. L ew is S elzn ick  w a s  one  of th e  
fo u n d e rs .

P la y e rs : C la ra  K im ball Y oung, W a r n e r  O lan d , 
L illian  R usse ll, B a r b a r a  T e n n a n t

11. William Fox
1914, r e n te d  s p a c e  from  W illa t S tu d io s, F o r t Lee. 
A d d itio n a l s tu d io s  in  J e rse y  City, H oboken , C liffside  
a n d  G ra n tw o o d .

P la y e rs : T h e d a  B a ra , G eo rge  W a lsh .

12. Selznick Pictures Corporation a n d  Select Pictures
F o u n d e d  by  L ew is S elzn ick  in  1916. F o r t Lee a n d  
H u d so n  H e ig h ts , N.J.

P la y e rs : C la ra  K im ball Y oung, N o rm a  T a lm a d g e

13. Goldwyn Pictures Corporation
F o u n d e d  1916 by  S am u el G oldfish , E d g a r a n d  A r
c h ib a ld  Selw yn . F o r t Lee, N.J.

P la y e rs : M a b e l N o rm a n d , M ae  M a rsh , T a llu la h  
B a n k h e a d

14. Artcraft and Famous Players
1916, F o r t L ee, N.J.

P la y e rs : M a ry  P ick fo rd , D oug las F a irb a n k s , I r e n e  
C as tle

15. E.K. Lincoln Studios
A c to r, E.K. L inco ln , b u ilt s tu d io s  a t  G ra n tw o o d , N.J.

Some companies had main studios located outside 
New Jersey but went to the Garden State ‘on 
location’. Among these were Metro Pictures Cor
poration, Triangle-Fine Arts-Keystone and Universal 
Manufacturing Company.
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Id e a ! Research one of the early 
movie companies.

M a te r ia ls  N e ed e d : c a r d b o a r d ,  d r i-m a rk  p e n s , p a in ts ,
ta p e ,  8m m  m otio n  p ic tu re  c a m e ra  p r e fe ra b ly  w ith  9 FPS 
s p e e d , 8m m  b la c k  a n d  w h ite  m ovie film , m im e o g ra p h  
p a p e r ,  s ta p le r ,  a r t i s t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a c to r s ,  c o s tu m e r

Options:

1. M ak e  a n  a /v  p re s e n ta t io n  d e p ic tin g  i ts  h is to ry .

2. A r ra n g e  a  d is p la y  o r  b u lle tin  b o a rd  in  a  m e e tin g  p la c e  
(schoo l lo b b y  . . .  to w n  h a l l . . .  l ib ra ry ) .

3. T a k e  b la c k  a n d  w h ite  p ic tu re s  o f f r ie n d s  d re s s e d  in  
tu rn -o f-c e n tu ry  s ty le  c lo th e s  - m ak e  th e m  p o se  
d ra m a tic a l ly  - s n a p  th e  p ic tu re  a n d  a d d  s u b tit le s . 
A r ra n g e  th e  p h o to s  a s  p a r t  o f y o u r d isp la y .

4. M ak e  y o u r o w n  ‘o ld  t im e ’ m ovie a n d  sh o w  it to  th e  
s tu d e n t  body . P u b lic ize  th e  m ovie  on  s im u la te d  m ovie 
film ; th a t  is , t a p e  c a r d b o a r d  to g e th e r  le n g th w ise , w ith  
a b o u t V  o r  2' w id th s . A f te r  co lo rin g  in  s in g le  m ovie 
f r a m e s  of in s e r t in g  p h o to s , p la c e  on  th e  sch o o l w a ll 
w ith  sm all a r ro w s  a p p ro x im a te ly  e v e ry  3 f r a m e s  
p o in tin g  in  th e  sa m e  d ire c tio n . O th e r  f r a m e s  cou ld  
h a v e  s ilh o u e tte s  . . . T h e  c a r d b o a r d  ‘m ovie  f r a m e s ’ 
sh o u ld  e n d  a t  a  room  a lw a y s  a v a ila b le  a t  a  c e r ta in  
tim e  of d a y  s u c h  a s  th e  lu n c h  h o u r . O u ts id e  th e  room  
p o s t th e  ‘sh o w  t im e s ’ fo r y o u r m ovie. T h e  sh o w  w ill 
c o n s is t of s h o r t  b la c k  a n d  w h ite  m ov ies sp lic e d  
to g e th e r . E a c h  m ovie  c a n  h a v e  “ s t a r s ” c h o se n  from  
th e  s tu d e n t  body . E x am p les : m e m b e rs  of th e  fo o tb a ll 
te a m  a s  w e s te r n  b a n d its ,  a  t e a c h e r  a s  a  v illa in  
d re s s e d  in  b la c k  o r  a s  a  C h a r lie  C h ap lin  ty p e . Shoot 
som e s e q u e n c e s  a t  9 FPS (f ra m e s  p e r  seco n d ) o r  le ss . 
W h e n  sh o w n  a t  n o rm a l p ro je c tio n  s p e e d  of 18 FPS, 
th e  f ig u re s  w ill h a v e  th e  g e n u in e  old  fa sh io n e d  
q u ic k n e ss  o f e a r ly  m ovies. Be sure  to  o b ta in  p e r 
m issio n  fro m  sch o o l a u th o r it ie s .

Note: 4 ro lls  o f m ovie  film  w ill p ro d u c e  a b o u t a  12 - 1 4  
m in u te  m ovie. O ne ro ll (50 ') e q u a ls  ro u g h ly  3 m in u te s , 
20 s e c o n d s  v iew in g  tim e . T h e  o rig in a l k in e to sc o p e  
u s e d  50 ' m ovie  spoo ls.

5. In  a  ta b le  in  th e  room , p la c e  m im e o g ra p h e d  p a m p h le ts  
te llin g  of th e  h is to ry  of a  lo c a l m ovie  c o m p an y  o r of 
m ov ies in  N ew  Je rse y .

Idea! Investigate and write about some 
early movie locations. If possible, visit them.

After the Palisades and surrounding areas 
had been used in countless movies, backgrounds 
began to look familiar. To insure that New Jersey 
scenery was not exhausted, a list of possible 
locations was compiled, each for a particualr 
effect. There were suggestions for different 
background uses.

For example, in Hoboken, the Sunday 
School building at Holy Innocents Church was 
listed: “must be taken through fence at close 
quarters. Good setting for German barracks or 
tavern.”
Also in Hoboken, “Rear of (new) Stevens In

stitute. Stone gateway and tower; suitable for the 
entrance to the grounds of a medieval castle.

“Willow Terrace, between Sixth and Seventh 
Streets, running through from Willow Avenue to 
Clinton Street. Three little parallel streets of quaint,

squatty houses in the Dutch style. Built in solid rows 
and resembling a European village street. Nice 
cobblesone effect.”
Other towns were described:

“M ontclair - gateway to Montclair Academy, 
facing east, showing a series of modern steps, 
flanked by shade trees on each side, receding up
ward and terminating distantly in a massive door. 
Suitable for a royal wedding procession or approach 
to a stately court.

“L akew ood  - Lynch Castle. Suitable for 
medieval drama of kings and queens.”

Locating backyard film settings.
Devekoj) a scenario for a documentary, romantic or 
adventure film using settings found in your locale. 
The s^ jec t could be based on an historical theme 
such as the “Revolution” or a more contemporary 
topic such as the “Perils of Pollution.”

Option:

T a k e  p h o to g ra p h s  o f th e  b a c k g ro u n d  s ite s , c a p tio n  a n d  
p r e s e n t  a s  a n  a-v s lid e  sh o w  o r b u lle tin  b o a rd  d isp la y .

Option:
T a k e  a  p o p u la r  n ove l o r s h o r t  s to ry  a n d  a t te m p t to  find  
Je rse y  s e tt in g s  th a t  co u ld  b e  u s e d  fo r film  b a c k g ro u n d s .
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IV. EDISON’S WORLD
Where did Thomas A. Edison work, who did he work 
with and where did he live are questions answered 
in this section. Guidelines for class visits to West 
Orange and Menlo Park are explained. Also in
cluded is a biographical list of figures associated 
with the inventor, which will serve as a springboard 
for further research.

EDISON HISTORIC SITES IN NEW JERSEY
Menlo Park (1876-1886)

In the spring of 1876 Thomas Edison left Newark and 
moved to Menlo Park, New Jersey, about 25 miles 
southeast of New York. On a piece of land 250' wide 
and 300' deep, he erected several buildings, all of 
wood except the machine shop and office building, 
which were brick. The laboratory was a two-story 
clapboard structure 100' long by 25' wide. Nearby 
was the lamp shed. Inside kerosene lamps burned 
continuously giving off smoke. The smoke was pure 
carbon (lamp black) used to make carbon buttons for 
telephone transmitters, the first notable invention at 
Menlo Park. North of the laboratory was the pump 
house and carpenter shop.

This group of buildings was to become the 
world’s first “invention factory.” It was the 
forerunner of modern industry’s vast research 
laboratories devoted to scientific discovery-and 
improved technology.

About 800' from the laboratory stood Edison’s 
two-story gabled house (eventually destroyed by fire) 
between Monmouth Avenue and Lincoln Highway. 
Across the street was a house occupied by Edison 
worker, John Kruesi. About halfway between the 
Edison household and laboratory, on Christie Street, 
was Mrs. Jordan’s boarding house. Here resided 
most of the Edison employees.

In 1913 the Menlo Park complex was 
demolished by order of Thomas Edison, to be 
reconstructed later by Henry Ford at Dearborn, 
Michigan. On May 16, 1925, a large crowd gathered 
at Menlo Park for the dedication of a com
memorative tablet in recognition of Edison’s 
achievements there. Both Mr. and Mrs. Edison were 
present for the ceremony. The tablet reads:

On this site 
1876 -1882 

Thom as Alva Edison
Began his w orld to serv ice fo r  the world o f  
illumine the path  o f  p rog ress  and lighten  

labo r  fo r  mankind.

Also at the Menlo Park site is the Edison Tower 
visible for several miles distant. Erected in 1937, it 
rises 131'4" and is topped by a 3'8" representation 
of the original incandescent lamp. On seven of the 
tower’s eight sides are plaques describing the major 
Menlo Park inventions. A bronze and glass door on 
the eighth side allows entrance into the tower. In-

The Memorial Tower at Menlo Park in Edison.

side is a darkened room and the “eternal light,” a 
replica of the incandescent lamp which has been 
giving light continuously since October 21,1939.

M em orial Tow er at Edison State Park
Entrance to the tower is not permitted. The eternal 
light is viewed through the glass wall. Next to the 
tower is a small museum containing inventions, 
scale model exhibits and reading material. Among 
the inventions is a generator, a phonograph, dic
tating machines and a working kinetoscope.

Tour Inform ation - Tours: self-guided only. Ad
mission: free, children under 12 must be ac
companied by an adult. School Groups: 
Maximum, 75. Only 20 at one time in the 
museum. At least a 5-day notice should be given. 
Hours: Sunday, 1-6 p.m.; Wednesday, 9-12, 1-5; 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 9-12, 1-6; closed 
Monday and Tuesday. Special summer hours 
(May 30 - August 31), Wednesday, 12-5 p.m.; 6-8 
p.m. A ddress: Memorial Tower at Edison State 
Park, 911 Christie Street, Edison, N.J. 08817, 
201-549-3299.
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In 1880, an artist d rew  the Menlo Park community.

A n aerial view  of the reconstructed  Menlo Park at Greenfield Village, Michigan.
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West Orange
Edison N ational H istoric Site

Edison moved his “Invention Factory” to West 
Orange, where he built a new huge laboratory 
complex which was completed in 1887. In the en
suing decades, his fertile mind continued to churn 
out new ideas to astound the world. Here he com
pleted work on the movie projector; built the “Black 
Maria”—a movie studio; worked on perfecting 
phonograph recordings; and on a durable, 
rechargeable battery. He tinkered with improved 
iron ore processes; concrete houses, and a practical 
substitute for rubber.

Thomas A Edison’s West Orange Laboratory 
was presented to the National Park Service in 1956. 
It became the Edison National Historic Site in 1962. 
As at Menlo Park, most buildings are of wood and 
brick construction. The main building, about 200' 
long and 3 stories high, houses Edison’s office and 
laboratory. Inside some of the “Black Maria,” a 
movie studio built in 1893. There are eleven 
buildings at the site.

Glenmont
The widower, Edison, purchased Glenmont for his 
second bride, Mina Miller. Located in Llewllyn Park,

a mile from his new laboratory, it became a 
luxurious private residence for the now wealthy 
inventor. Today, the rooms are preserved and ap
pear as they were when Edison and his family lived 
there.

A tour of Edison’s private residence is included 
in the price of admission. However, the main in
formation desk near the entrance gate must be 
notified if a tour of Glenmont is desired in addition to 
the regular tour. Glenmont is closed Sundays.

Tour Information - Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. every day 
except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years 
Day. Fee: 50<p per adult, ages 16-62, otherwise no 
charge. School Groups: Are accommodated. A 
group larger than 60 must be divided. Reser
vations are necessary. It is best to call at least 
one month before. The historic site accepts two 
groups a day. Tours; No one is permitted to tour 
alone. Guides are available. Tours last W z  
hours. Last tour, 3:15 p.m. Library: Research on 
a limited basis is permitted. Reservations are 
necessary; at least a day in advance. Hours are 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed Sunday. Contact the ar
chivist, Leah Burt. A ddress: Edison National 
Historic Site, Main Street and Lakeside Avenue, 
West Orange, N.J. 07052. 201-736-0550.

The Menlo Park Laboratory, Greenfield Village
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PERSONALITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THOMAS A. EDISON

Edison’s myriad interests and 
eventual fame led him down many 
walks of life. His friends and 
acquaintances included laborers, 
technicians, politicians, industrial 
giants, and artists in music and 
drama. By knowing more about 
his associates, one can better 
understand the complex nature of 
the inventor and the exciting and 
turbulent world in which he lived.

Do further research on some of 
the personalities known by 
Edison. The results could include: 
written articles, a dramatic 
pageant, a “Greek Chorus” of 
Edisonian figures, and a scenario 
of a “House of History” peopled 
by Edison’s associates.

By no means does this list at
tempt to be a complete account of 
all personalities intertwined with 
the inventor during his lifetime. It 
is intended to serve as a 
springboard for further research.

Thomas Armat Inventor of a motion pic
ture projector. He joined forces with 
Edison to market the “vitascope,” a 
machine capable of “throwing” large 
images onto a viewing screen.

Phil Baker Singer, accordianist for 
Edison Recordings. Later in his career 
he became radio quiz master.

Charles Batchelor One member of the 
team of men who worked on the in
candescent lamp.

Alexander Graham Bell Inventor of 
telephone, worked closely with 
Edison, who contributed his carbon 
transmitter button which increased 
the telephone’s effectiveness.

James Gordon Bennet Self-made pub
lisher of N e w  York H e ra ld .  He offered 
Edison money to build a flying ma
chine. Edison unsuccessfully at
tempted to build a helicopter.

Ludwig Boehm Edison worker and glass 
blower. He was responsible for 
making the first light bulb.

C. A. Brown Technician for the devel
opment of the kinetoscope.

Luther Burbank Famed horticulturalist. 
Edison visited him in California to 
discuss the feasibility of synthetic 
rubber.

John Burroughs Poet and author of na
ture writings. He was an acquain
tance and an admirer of Edison.

Joseph H. Choate U.S. Ambassador to 
Great Britain. He was an admirer and 
friend of Edison.

Grover Cleveland 22nd and 24th Pres
ident of the United States.

Buffalo BUI Cody and Annie Oakley
These famous western sharpshooters 
were filmed at the West Orange 
studio.

Calvin Coolidge The 30th President of the 
United States, who met Edison on 
numerous occasions. During his 
tenure a Congressional Medal was 
issued to the inventor.

Peter Courtenay Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion of New Jersey. He fought 
Gentleman Jim Corbett in a staged 
match at Edison’s West Orange 
“Black Maria” studio, November 7, 
1894.

Josephus Daniels Secretary of Navy 
under President Wilson. He requested 
the inventor’s aid in compiling an 
“industrial inventory” of the United 
States.

Dann Trio A musical group that toured 
the United States promoting Edison 
phonographs. The trio would start 
playing along with an Edison 
recording, then stop midway through 
the piece. Hopefully, the audience 
would not be able to differentiate 
between the trio and the recording. 
Blanche Dann, pianist; Felice Dann, 
trumpet player; Rosalynd Davis, 
violinist.

Harry Davis Pittsburgh real estate agent, 
said to be founder of the Nickelodeon.

William K.L. Dickson Cameraman, tech
nician. He was important in the 
development of the kinetoscope.

The Menlo Park team  in 1879. Edison in skull cap leans againstpillar.
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Lee Deforest Radio engineer who suc
cessfully joined sound to movie film in 
1923.

George Eastman Introduced flexible 
movie film about the same time as 
Hannibal Goodwin of Newark.

Mary Stillwell Edison First wife of 
Thomas Edison. She died in 1884, 
leaving 3 children: Thomas Alva, Jr. 
(nicknamed ‘Dot’), William Leslie, 
Marion Estelle (‘Dash’).

Mina Edison Became Thoms Edison’s 2nd 
wife on February 24, 1886, at Akron, 
Ohio. They had three children: 
Charles, Theodore, Madeline.

Alexandre Gustave Eiffel The French 
designer of the Eiffel Tower. He 
entertained Mr. and Mrs. Edison 
when they vacationed in Paris.

Michael Faraday Perhaps Faraday had a 
greater influence upon Thomas 
Edison than any other scientist. He 
discovered electro-magnetic induction 
and laid the basics of the electronic 
power industry. At one time he 
worked for Sir Humphrey Davy.

Harvey S. Firestone A businessman in
volved in the manufacture of rubber, 
he made tires for Henry Ford’s autos. 
Edison tried for years to discover a 
synthetic rubber. John Burroughs, 
Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone and 
Edison were good friends.

Martin Force As Edison’s helper, he was 
one of the men responsible for the 
development of the incandescent 
lamp.

Henry Ford Worked at Edison’s Chicago 
plant as a young man. He was a major 
auto manufacturer and personal 
friend of Edison.

James A. Garfield The 20th President of 
the United States.

Reverend Hannibal Goodwin Of New
ark, New Jersey. He was a minister 
who invented flexible movie film 
around 1887.

Charles Gounod French composer. He 
sang and played for the Edisons on 
one of their trips to Paris.

Jay Gould Financier. He purchased Ed
ison’s quadruple telegraph.

Elisha Gray Chicago inventor. He filed a 
patent for the telephone just a few 
hours a f te r  Alexander Graham Bell.

George Green Formed the Green 
Brothers Novelty Band together with 
Joe Green and Lewis Green. Around 
1916 the group began recording for 
Edison Studios.

David Wark Griffith Movie player and 
director.

William J. Hammer Former President of 
Edison Pioneers.

Warren G. Harding The 29th President 
of the United States.

Benjamin Harrison The 23rd President 
of the United States.

Rutherford B. Hayes The 19th President 
of the United States. Invited the in
ventor of the phonograph to give a 
private demonstration.

Hermann Ludwig Ferdinand Von Helm
holtz German mathematician who 
made contributions to studies of 
magnetism and electricity. His praises 
for Edison made the American 
respected throughout Europe.
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In 1929, a t the 50th a n n iv e r s a ry  o f light, Edison, Ford and Francis Jehl reconstruct 
original incandescent bulb.

James Hippie Gltfssblower arrived about 
1880 to help Holzer and Boehm.

William Holzer Glassblower who began 
working for Edison in January of 1880 
as Boehm’s assistant. He devised a 
method of mass producing bulbs 
quickly.

Herbert Hoover The 31st President of 
the United States, formerly a mining 
engineer. He and Edison had a great 
deal incommon; the inventor also was 
involved in mining processes.

Samuel Insull Edison’s private secretary, 
later a Chicago financier.

Mary Irwin Movie player.
Francis Jehl Author of Edison-related 

books. He was a member of the team 
that worked on the incandescent 
lamp.

cord Kelvin (Born, William Thomson) 
Scottish mathematician and inventor, 
who worked with electricity, par
ticularly telegraphy. He visited the 
United States in 1884 and was im
pressed by Edison’s achievements.

John Kreusi Employee. He built the 
housing for the first phonograph and 
worked on the incandescent lamp.

Dr. Irving Langmuir A lighting expert at 
General Electric Schenectady plant.

Eugene A. Lauste Technician in the 
development of the kinetoscope.

Marshall Lefferts President of Western 
Union Telegraph Company. He paid 
Edison $40,000 for the universal 
printer or stock ticker.

Elizabeth Lennox Edison recording star.
J. U. MacKenzie A Mount Clemens, Mich

igan, railroad agent. He taught the 15- 
year-old Edison telegraphy as 
repayment for saving his 3-year-old 
son’s life.

Guglielmo Marconi Good personal friend 
of Edison. He was the inventor of 
wireless (radio) communication.

W. S. Mallory Worked with Edison on 
iron ore experiments.

Frank McGowan Searched 15 months 
through South American jungles for 
lamp filament material.

William McKinley The 25th President of 
the United States.

William H. Meadowcrift Edison pioneer, 
he was Edison’s personal assistant for 
50 years.

A. Harry Moore Three-time Governor of 
New Jersey, who attended many 
public affairs with Edison.

J. P. Morgan A banker, financier and 
stockholder of Edison’s Electric 
Lighting Company. He provided 
Edison with the necessary financial 
capital for the experimentation and 
eventual production of the light bulb.

Dr. Otto Moses In charge of Edison’s 
library. He spoke French and German 
in addition to English which proved 
helpful with foreign business trans
actions and lawsuits.

Samuel Dimmick Mott Edison employee, 
inventor. (Manuscript collection at the 
New Jersey Historical Society).

26



Edward Muybridge San Francisco pho
tographer famous for his single 
pictures of a “horse in motion,” which 
appeared in Scien tif ic  American, 
October 19, 1878, p. 241. In February, 
1888, he visited Edison’s West Orange 
laboratory.

Nipper Popularly known as the R.G.A. 
dog who stares quizzically into the 
horn of a phonograph. Nipper was 
painted by his master, Francis 
Barrand, around 1893. Barrand tried 
unsuccessfully to sell the painting to 
Edison.

Fred Ott Movie player, famous for the 
“Fred Ott sneeze.”

Louis Pasteur French bacteriologist, who 
developed vaccines. He often ex
pressed admiration for Edison.

Franklin L. Pope Served as Edison’s 
partner in a brief business venture - 
Pope, Edison & Go., electrical engi
neers.

Edwin S. Porter Cameraman.
George D. Prentice Editor of Louisville  

Courier. The journalist met Edison 
early in the inventor’s career.

James Ricalton A Maplewood, New 
Jersey, school principal, who took an 
around-the-world trip in search of 
fibrous plants for Edison’s lamp 
filament.

Gladys Rice Similar to the “Dann Trio,” 
this soprano would sing in a darkened 
auditorium so the audience would not 
know whether it was live voice or a 
recording.

Jim Rice Movie player.
George Bernard Shaw Author and 

playwright. He worked briefly at 
London’s Edison Telephone Company.

Christopher L. Sholes Inventor of the 
typewriter. He was assisted by 
Edison.

M in a  a n d  T hom as Edison.

C. P. (Charles Proteus) Steinmetz
Electrical engineer and friend of 
Edison. He opposed the West Orange 
inventor’s steadfast belief in direct 
electrical current and developed a 
number of essays on alternating 
current.

Ernest Stevens Edison’s personal pianist 
during the 1920’s. He now teaches 
music in Montclair, New Jersey.

William Howard Taft The 2 7th President 
of the United States.

Nikola Tesla Former Edison employee 
who patented an alternating current 
(polyphase) power system in 1888. He 
soon sold patent rights to George 
Westinghouse.

John Tyndall English physicist visited the 
United States in 1872-73. He was a 
strong supporter of Edison.

Francis Robbins Upton The first person 
to receive a Master of Science degree 
from Princeton University in 1877. 
One year later he came to Menlo Park 
as a mathematician and worked on 
the incandescent light. He was the 
first president of the Edison Pioneers. 
(Scrapbook collection at the New 
Jersey Historical Society.)

Henry Villard Financier and stockholder 
of the Edison Electric Lighting 
Company.

Donald Vorhees Beginning in 1926, he 
was the conductor of the orchestra for 
Edison Recordings. He later starred 
on the Bell Telephone Hour.

William Wallace Maker of the Wallace 
Farmer Dynamo and Arc lamps.

George Westinghouse Contrary to Ed
ison’s work on direct current, he 
promoted research on alternating 
current. He designed air brakes for 
trains and founded the Westinghouse 
Electric Company, a major competitor 
for General Electric. He employed 
former Edison employee, Nikola 
Tesla.

Edna White Trumpet player for Edison 
Recordings. She lives in Greenfield, 
Massachusetts.

Woodrow Wilson The 28th President of 
the United States.T hom as E dison, John Burrows, H e n ry  Ford [left to right), Fort M yers, F lo rida .
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V. “IN VEN TIVE” RESOURCES
In pursuit of Edison, one can follow many trails of 
research and discovery. This section provides a list 
of companies and institutions which have helpful 
materials about the inventor. There also is a 
bibliography of Edison reference works — some 
rare, some more commonly known and used.

INSTITUTIONS AND INDUSTRY
Institu tions
C h a r le s  E d ison  F u n d , 101 So. H a r r is o n  S t., E a s t O ra n g e , 
NJ 07018 , 201-675-9000

E x c e lle n t te a c h in g  a id s  a r e  a v a ila b le , w ith o u t c h a rg e , 
to  te a c h e r s  w ho  r e q u e s t  th e m  in  w ritin g . T h ey  ta k e  
th e  fo rm  of a  n u m b e r  of b o o k le ts , e n c o m p a ss in g  
e x p e r im e n ts , p ro je c ts , e n e rg y  c o n s e rv a tio n  id e a s  a n d  
a “ c a r to o n  i l lu s t r a te d ” b io g ra p h ic a l  h is to ry . In c lu d e  
$ .50  fo r p o s ta g e .

T h e  E d ison  In s ti tu te  a n d  H e n ry  F o rd  M u seu m , O akw ood  
B o u le v a rd , G re e n f ie ld  V illage , D e a rb o rn , M ic h ig a n  48121

C o n ta c t: (313) 271-1620  E xt. 362 o r  361, M r. D on A d am s, 
M r. D on M cD ow ell, M r. D ave  W ojek

In fo rm a tio n  a n d  l i t e r a tu r e  a b o u t th e  r e c r e a t io n  of 
E d iso n ’s M en lo  P a rk  L a b o ra to ry , F o r t M y e rs  hom e 
a n d  o th e r  b u ild in g s  a t  G re e n f ie ld  V illage  is  a v a ila b le . 
A n  e d u c a t io n a l  r e s o u rc e  p a c k e t is a lso  o f fe re d  v ia  
E x t. 519, M r. Jam es  F o w ler.

C e n te n n ia l of L ight, T h o m as  A E d ison  F o u n d a tio n , P.O .
Box 1310, G re e n w ic h , CT 06 8 3 0
C o n ta c t: Livvy F lo re n  o r  G eo rge  S h e a  800-243-8561

E d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m s  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t T h o m as 
E dison , s c ie n c e  a n d  te ch n o lo g y  a r e  a v a ila b le  to  
te a c h e r s .

Industries
C o rp o ra te  E d ito ria l P ro g ra m s , G e n e ra l  E le c tr ic  C om pany , 
F a ir f ie ld , CT 06431
C o n ta c t: L in d a  V a u g h n  o r  K a th y  W a ls h  203-373-2030 

A s e r ie s  o f e d u c a tio n a l b o o k le ts  a r e  a v a ila b le .

T h e  E d ison  E le c tr ic  In s ti tu te , 90 P a rk  A v en u e , N .Y ., N.Y. 
10016

Pearl S tree t pow er station in N ew  York.
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Interior o f the Pearl S tr e e t  station.

A l ib r a r y  r ic h  in  m a te r ia l  d e v o te d  to  th e  e le c tr ic a l  
in d u s try , p o w e r  c o m p an ie s  a n d  T h o m as E d ison  is 
o p en  fo r o u ts id e  u s e  by  a p p o in tm e n t only. C all M iss 
F a rle y , 212-573-8700. T h e  E d ison  E le c tr ic  In s ti tu te  is 
a  t r a d e  a s s o c ia tio n  fo r th e  m a jo r  p o w e r  c o m p an ies . 
G e n e ra lly , th e  co m p an y  se rv ic in g  y o u r a r e a  p ro v id e s  
som e e d u c a tio n a l s e rv ic e s . A n  a d d itio n a l lis t of 
e d u c a tio n a l a id s  (fee c h a rg e d )  is a v a ila b le . C all 212- 
573-8743, E xt. 747, D r. R ic h a rd  S hee tz .

E lfun  H a ll of H is to ry , G e n e ra l E lec tric , S c h e n e c ta d y  
O ffice

A book, T he E dison  Era, t r a c e s  th e  d ev e lo p m en t of th e  
G e n e ra l E le c tr ic  C om pany  1876-1892. $2 .50 . C all 518- 
385-8201, M r. G eo rge  R o b e rtso n .

Je rse y  C e n tra l  P o w e r & L ight C om pany , M a d iso n  A v en u e  
a t  P u n c h  Bow l R oad , M o rr is to w n , NJ 07960 , 201-539-6111 

T o u rs  of th e  c o m p a n y ’s Y a rd  C reek  Pum p S to ra g e  
S ta tio n  n e a r  B la irs to w n  a r e  a v a ila b le  from  A p ril 1 - 
O c to b e r  30. C o n ta c t M r. G eo rge  M etzg e r. P a m p h le ts  
c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  on a  lim ited  b a s is  w ith  p re fe re n c e  to  
th e  r e s id e n ts  of th e  te r r i to r y  s e rv e d  by  J.C.P.&L. Co. 
C all M rs . L in d a  H an d .

N ew  Je rse y  B ell In fo rm a tio n  a n d  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r , 540 
B ro a d  S t., N e w a rk , NJ 07101
C o n ta c t M iss  B a r t le t t ,  201-649-2124; L e c tu re  g ro u p s , 201- 
649-2841.

O c c a s io n a lly  th e  lo c a l b u s in e s s  o ffice  c o n d u c ts  to u rs  
of th e ir  bu ild in g . C all th e  m a n a g e r  to  see  if a  to u r  c a n  
b e  a r r a n g e d .  A t e a c h e r ’s “ P ro g ra m  P la n n e r ,” lis tin g  
film s, a c tiv itie s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l a id s . C all M iss 
B a r tle t t .

P u b lic  S e rv ic e  E le c tr ic  & G as Co., C om m unity  R e la tio n s  
D e p a r tm e n t, Rm. 1178A , 80  P a rk  P la c e , N e w a rk , NJ 07101 
C all M r. N ic h o la s  Sepio , 201-430-5866

L ite r a tu re  on e n e rg y  s o u rc e s , e le c tr ic a l  s a fe ty , b a s ic s  
of e le c tr ic ity  a n d  o th e r  to p ic s  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  on  a  
lim ited  b a s is  w ith  p re fe re n c e  g iven  to  re s id e n ts  of th e  
P.S.E.&G. s e rv ic e  te r r i to ry .

Film s a n d  s p e a k e rs  u p o n  re s e rv a tio n . T o u rs  of 
th e  B e rg en  G e n e ra tin g  S ta tio n  a r e  p ro v id e d  to  g ro u p s  
o v e r 12 y e a r s  of age . C all th e  s ta t io n ’s s u p e r in 
te n d e n t .

A t B u rlin g to n , NJ:
A flo a tin g  m u seu m  c a lle d  “ T h e  S econd  S u n ” p ro v id e s  
a  fa s c in a tin g  look a t  th e  d e v e lo p m en t of en e rg y . T he 
r e s to re d  fe r ry b o a t  o ffe rs  m u seu m  d isp la y s  a n d  a  film  
e n tit le d  “ N ew  Je rse y  2 0 0 ” . School g ro u p s  a r e  g iven  a  
p re s e n ta t io n  a n d  in fo rm a l to u r . R e se rv a tio n s  a r e  
re q u ire d . C all 609-387-3800. N ew  Je rse y  T u rn p ik e , 
E xit 5, th e n  R te. 541 W e s t to  B u rlin g to n .

(Just o u ts id e  “ T h e  S econd  S u n ” a r e  h o rs e  d ra w n  g u id ed  
to u rs  of h is to r ic  B u rlin g to n . R e se rv a tio n s  re q u ire d . 
G ro u p s  lim ited .)

W e s te rn  U nion, P u b lic  A ffa irs  D e p a r tm e n t, L ake S tre e t,
U p p e r S a d d le  R iver, NJ 07458
C o n ta c t M r. D onn D u tc h e r , 201-825-5730

For a  look a t  M o d e rn  C om m u n ica tio n s  v is it th e  
G lenw ood  E a r th  S ta tio n  n e a r  V e rn o n  V alley , o ff R te. 
94. T o u r g u id es  p o in t o u t th e  e q u ip m e n t u s e d  to  
m o n ito r s a te l l i te s  a n d  sh o w  h o w  a  s a te ll i te  n e tw o rk  
o p e ra te s . R e se rv a tio n s  a r e  r e q u ir e d  w e ll in  a d v a n c e , 
a n d  to u rs  a r e  lim ited . T he  to u r  sc h e d u le  is s u b je c t to 
c h a n g e . P a m p h le ts  d e sc r ib in g  th e  h is to ry  of W e s te rn  
U nion a n d  m o d e rn  co m m u n ic a tio n s  a r e  o ffe re d .
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Most community and county libraries have an ex
cellent selection of recent books pertaining to 
Thomas A. Edison. This bibliography lists older 
books that may be out of print as well as more recent 
ones. The *asterisk represents a relatively hard to 
find or out-of-print book that offers worthwhile 
information. At least one institution is listed that 
possesses the book.

NJHS The New Jersey Historical Society
ENHS Edison National Historic Site

Arvidson, Linda (Mrs. D. W. Griffith). When the Movies W ere Young. New 
York: E. P. Dutton, 1925. New York: Dover Publications, 1969. *NJHS 
A fascinating look at the early moviemakers and the New Jersey 
locations used for filming.

Beasley, Rex. Edison. Philadelphia: Chilton Books, 1964. *NJHS and ENHS
Bowen, Harold G. (Vice Admiral). The Edison Effect. West Orange, N.J.: 

Thomas Alva Edison Foundation, 1951. *ENHS
Provides an explanation of one of Edison’s two “purely scientific” 
discoveries.

Blum, Daniel. A Pictorial History o f the Silent Screen. New York: Grosset & 
Dunlap, 1953. *NJHS

Brush, Ted. The Edisons: One Family, Twice Exiled. “North Jersey 
Highlander,” Vol. 12 No. 2, pp. 3-16. Newfoundland, New Jersey. 
Summer, 1976. *NJHS 
The story of Thomas A. Edison’s ancestors.

Calder, Ritchie. The Evolution of the Machine. New York: American 
Heritage Publishing Co., Inc., pp. 70-79, 1968. *NJHS 
Edison's contributions during the industrial era.

Ceram, C. W. Archaeology o f the Cinema. New York: Harcourt, Brace & 
World, 1965. *NJHS
The early development of motion pictures, emphasizing the 
“pioneers.”

Clark, Ronald W. Edison, The Man Who Made the Future. New York: G. P. 
Putnam, 1977.

The Cockpit, Vol. VIII, No. 4., 1971. Shepard, Peter. “A Defense Brief for 
Thomas Alva Edison’s Iron Mining Site Located in Edison, New Jer
sey.” NJHS, Newark.
The story of Edison’s mining operation outside of Ogdensburg, New 
Jersey.

The Cockpit, Vol. VII, No. 4, New Jersey Historical Society, Newark. 1970. 
Wolfson, Debra. “The First Electrically Lit Store in the World.”
An account of a Roselle Park, New Jersey groceryman who allowed 
his store to be lit by electric current.

The Crossroads, New Jersey Historical Society, Newark and manuscript 
collection, NJHS.
Vol. IV, No. 4. “Christmas in New Jersey, 1886; Pre-Electric Age.”
Vol. VII, No. 8. “Thomas A. Edison; Wizard of Menlo Park.”
Vol. XIII, No. 7. “Movies in New Jersey.”
Vol. XIV, No. 6. “Samuel Dimmick Mott—A Successful Failure.”

Cyclostyle, p. 4 & 5. Curwen Press, England. *NJHS
Brief mention of Edison’s contribution to developing the typewriter.

Davidson, George E. Beehives of Invention (pamphlet). “Edison and His 
Laboratories.” Washington, D.C.: Office of Publications, National 
Park Service, U.S. Dept, of Interior, 1973. *NJHS, ENHS

The Diary of Thomas A. Edison, with introduction by Kathleen L. McGuirk. 
Old Greenwich, Conn.: Chatham Press, Inc. *ENHS

Dickson, William Kennedy Laurie and Dickson, Antonia. History o f the 
Kinetograph, Kinetoscope and Kineto-phonograph. New York: Albert 
Bran, 1895; reprinted. New York: Arno Press, 1970. *NJHS

Dickson, William Kennedy Laurie and Dickson, Antonia. The Life and In
ventions o/Thomas Alva Edison. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 
1894.

D’Humy, Ferdinand E. The Birth of the Vacuum Tube — The Edison Effect. 
New York: Newcomen Society, 1949. *NJHS
Traces the manner in which Edison discovered a scientific principle 
which he thought was impractical at first.

Dyer, Frank Lewis and Martin, Thomas Commerford. Edison—His Life and 
Inventions, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2. New York & London: Harper Brothers 
Publishing Co., 1910. *NJHS, ENHS

Firestone, Harvey S. in collaboration with Crowther, Samuel. Men and 
Rubber. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 1926. *ENHS 
Mention is made of Edison, a close friend of Firestone.

Frost, Lawrence. The Thomas A. Edison Album. Seattle, Wash.: Superior 
Publishing Co., 1969.

Giants o f the Republic, pp. 457-463. Philadelphia: World Bible House, 1895. 
*NJHS

Greenwood, Ernest. Edison the Boy — The Man. New York: Dept, of Public 
Information, National Electric Light Association, 1929. *ENHS

Guthridge, Sue. Thomas Edison, Boy Inventor. Indianapolis, Ind.: Bobbs 
Merrill Publishing, 1947.

Hammond, John Winthrop. Men and Volts. New York: Lippincott, 1941. 
*ENHS
The story of General Electric.

Hampton, Benjamin Boles. A History of the Movies. New York: Convici- 
Friede, 1931. *NJHS

Hays, Will. See and Hear. Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of 
America, 1929.
A tale of the early movie companies and the creation of “movie 
stars” .

G lenm ontin Edison’s time.
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T he W e s t Orange Factory.

Hendricks, Gordon. The Edison Motion Picture Myth. Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1961. *NJHS
This book raises the question of authenticity regarding Edison’s being 
the sole inventor of the movie projector and gives more credit to his 
assistant, W. K. L. Dickson.

Hendricks, Gordon. The Kinetoscope: America’s Frist Commercially Suc
cessful Motion Picture Exhibitor. Berkeley: University of California 
Press.

Hiebert, Roselyn and Ray. Thomas  Edison. Immortals of Engineering. 
Franklin Watts, Inc. 1969. *ENHS

"His Diary Reveals an Unsuspected Mr. Edison.” American Heritage, Vol. 
22, No. 1. (December, 1970). *NJHS

Howell, John W. and Schroeder, Henry. History o f the Incandescent Lamp. 
Schenectady, New York: Maqua Co., 1927. *NJHS

Hutchings, David W. Edison at Work. New York: Hastings House 
Publishers, 1969. *NJHS, ENHS
An overview of Edison’s life by a former employee at the Edison 
National Historic Site in West Orange.

Jehl, Francis. MenJo Park Reminiscences, vols. 1-3. Dearborn, Michigan: 
Edison Institute, 1937,1938,1941. *NJHS and ENHS 
A detailed account of the years spent at Menlo Park, by Edison’s 
Laboratory Assistant.

Jones, Francis Arthur. Thomas Alva Edison. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 
1908; reprinted., 1924. *NJHS 
A general biography.

Josephson, Matthew. Edison. (1st Edition) New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 
Inc., 1959. *NJHS and ENHS

Josephson, Matthew. “Edison; The Last Days of The Wizard.” American 
Heritage, vol. 10, no. 6 (October, 1959): 32-45.

Kaufman, Marvyn D. Thomas Alva Edison, Miracle Maker. Champaign, 
Illinois: Garrard, 1962.

Lewis, Floyd A. The Incandescent Light. New York: Thomas Alva Edison 
Foundation, Sherwood Publishing, Inc., 1961. *ENHS

Lindsay, Vachel. The Art of the Moving Picture. New York: Liveright, 1970.
MacGowan, Kenneth. Behind the Screen: The History and  Techniques o f the 

Motion Picture. New York: Dell Publishing Co., 1965.
Marshall, David. Recollections of Edison. Berkeley, California: Christopher 

Publishing House, 1931. *ENHS
Mast, Gerald. A Short History o f the Movies. Indianapolis, Indiana: Bobbs- 

Merrill Co., Inc., 1971.
McChesney, L. W. A Light Is Extinguished. *NJHS

The author, a former Edison employee who was present the night the 
inventor died, tells of the last few hours.

McClure, J. B., Ed. Edison and His Inventions. Chicago: Rhodes & McClure, 
1879. *NJHS
Incidents and anecdotes connected with the life of Edison. Also ex
planations on various inventions.

“Men of Science and Invention.” American Heritage. New York: Golden 
Press, 1960.

Miller, Frances Trevelyn. Thomas  A. Edison; Benefactor o f  Mankind. 
Chicago: John C. Winston Co., 1931. *ENHS

Mills, Joseph B. “History Lives at Greenfield.” Rotarian  (May, 1934): p. 27- 
29.

Nerney, Mary Childs. Thomas A. Edison, A Modern Olympian. New York: 
Quinn &BodenCo„ 1934. *ENHS

Noyes, C. W. The C. W. N. Handbook  —  Use and Care of the Edison 
Phonograph and Instructions for Making Records. Cincinnati: Mac
Donald Press, Ilsen & Co., 1901.

O’Toole, John. “Lights Golden Jubilee, October 14-21, 1929. “An address 
given to the Newark Chamber of Commerce. Newark: 1929. *ENHS

The Phonograph and How to Use It. New York City: National Phonograph 
Co., 1900.

Pratt, George C. Spellbound in Darkness: A History o f the Silent Film. 
Greenwich, Conn.: New York Graphic Society, Ltd., 1966.

Pope, Franklin Leonard. Evolution of the Incandescent  Lamp. Elizabeth, 
New Jersey: Henry Cook, 1889. *NJHS

Prial, Frank J. Seventy-Five Years of Packaged  Power. Bloomfield, New 
Jersey: McGraw Edison Co., 1964. *NJHS 
Traces the development of storage batteries.

Probst, George E., Ed. The Indispensable Man. As told by David Sarnoff, 
Mary Pickford, Harvey Firestone and others. New York: Thomas Alva 
Edison Foundation, Sherwood Publishers, Inc., 1962. *ENHS 
Recollections of the inventor by his close friends.

Ramsaye, Terry. A Million and One Nights: A History o f the Motion Picture. 
New York: Simon and Schuster, 1926; reprint ed., 1964.

Runes, Dagobert D., Ed. The Diary and  Sundry Observations o f Thomas 
Alva Edison. New York: Philosophical Library, 1948 *NJHS; reprint 
ed. New York: Greenwood Press, 1968. *ENHS
Allows for keen insight into Edison’s thoughts, ideals and beliefs. 
Based upon a personal diary, the book sheds new light upon a 
prominent figure so often viewed from only one angle—that of the 
inventor.

“Salute to the Incredible Talking Machine.” High Fidelity and  Musical 
America, vol. 27, #1. (January, 1977). *NJHS 
Berliner, Oliver. "The Original Painting of Nipper.” pp. 90-91.
Drake, James M. “The Parallel Careers of Edison and Bell.” pp. 68-72. 
Long, Robert. “The Life and Labs of Thomas A. Edison.” pp. 72-80. 
Marcus, Leonard. “Recordings Before Edison.” pp. 58, 68.
Pavlucci, Bridget. “Edison As Record Producer.” pp. 85, 89.
“ 100 Years of Sound Reproduction.”

Sarnoff, David. Edison. Newcomen Society, 1948. *NJHS
Simonds, William. Edison; His Life, His Work, His Genius. New York: Bobbs 

Merrill, 1934. *ENHS
Slide, Anthony. Early  American Cinema. New York: A. S. Barnes, 1970.
Spehr, Paul C. The Movies Begin. Dobbs Ferry, New York: Morgan Press, 

Inc., 1977.
Tate, Alfred O. (Mr. Edison’s Private Secretary) Edison’s Open Door. New 

York: E. P. Dutton and Co., Inc., 1938. *NJHS
Provides an intimate look at Edison, the man, his personality, 
character and constitution.

Untermeyer, Louis. Makers o f the  Modern World. New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 1955. *ENHS

Upton, Francis, former Edison employee.
Manuscript collection of NJHS. Personal papers and letters.

Wise, W. E. Thomas Alva Edison: The Youth and His Times. New York: The 
Junior Literary Guild and Rand McNally Co., 1933. *ENHS

31



THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
230 BROADWAY
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07104

m i WP. free

THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY





TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 
Write or call
JOHN A. DELESANDRO 

Business Administrator 
Telephone 287-0900 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Woodbridge & Plainfield Aves., Edison



-9  VVc,K aJC

DYNAMIC PACE-SETTER
AT THE CROSSROADS OF NEW JERSEY



ABOUT THE COVER...

Edison Township . . .
Crossroads of New Jersey, at the heart 
of the rich eastern seaboard . . .

Within overnight shipping distance of 
one-third of the nation’s population ...

And symbolized by our cover, a 
complex of interlocking 
superhighways, the concrete arteries 
that help deliver our area’s products to 
the country and the world.

Here... Is The Heritage Of Greatness.
“He has led no armies into battle—he has 
conquered no countries—he has enslaved 
no peoples—yet, he wields a power the 
magnitude of which no warrior ever 
dreamed...
This democratic, kindly, modest man has 
bestowed upon the human race blessings 
instead of serfdom, construction instead 
of conquest... He is humanity’s friend.’’

ARTHUR J. PALMER

Named for one of mankind’s most 
brilliant inventors, Edison Township 
was known as Raritan before the first 
incandescent bulb cast its flickering 
glow here in 1879. And like its 
namesake .. .  the inspired developer of 
the first laboratory devoted to 
industrial research ... the township has 
evidenced steady growth and pursued 
a policy of enlightened planning.

The result: A rich and fruitful diversity 
. . . delightful residential areas that 
make,Edison “ home” for thousands ... 
the accomodation of modern industry 
and business . .. andtheopportunityto 
expand.

Indeed, it has been our vitality as well 
as our location that has made Edison 
the focal point for the movement of 
goods and people to all compass 
points.

Edison means movement.

And planned progress.

Today’s township, retaining a deep 
pride in its past, continues to improve 
the present.

And to benefit the future.



GOVERNING BODY 
OF EDISON
Municipal Council
Edward W. Grygo, Jr., President
Lewis M. Bloom 
Dorothy K. Drwal 
John J. Hogan 
Paul A. Nuzzo 
Herbert H. Daugherty, Jr.
Margery S. Golin

Municipal Officials
Thomas H. Paterniti, Mayor
John A. Delesandro 
Business Administrator
Joseph F. Hughes, Director of Finance
William R. Godwin
Director of Public Works
Arthur J. Tucker, Township Clerk (deceased) 
William M. Lund, Township Engineer 
Gary M. Farinich, Tax Collector 
James A. Rossi, Building Inspector
Stephen J. Capestro, Director of Parks 
and Public Buildings, Health, Welfare 
and Recreation
Roland A. Winter, Township Attorney 
Paul E. Anderson, Magistrate 
William T. Fisher, Chief of Police 
H. Ray Vliet, Chief, Division of Fire 
Dr. A. P. Capparelli, Health Officer 
John W. Mooney, Tax Assessor 
Aurora E. Bacon, Librarian

Board of Education
Dennis P. O’Shea, President
Harry J. Russell, Vice President
Dr. Allan D. Silverman
Richard Hines
Mrs. Ruth Ann Burns
Mrs. Frances Malley
Joseph Carlon, Jr.
Charles A. Boyle 
Superintendent of Schools
Joseph A. Kreskey
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Thomas J. McEvoy
Board of Education Secretary
John C. Thomas
Board of Education Assistant Secretary
R. Joseph Ferenczi 
Board of Education Attorney

It is gratifying to see how our 
community has grown into the 
progressive Township that it is 
today. Years have passed since 
Thomas A. Edison, the great in
vento r, estab lished his re
nowned labo ra to ry  in our 
Menlo park section of Edison 
Township. Today, we can ob
serve our numerous accom
plishments and be proud of the 
tasks achieved.

As a result of our formative 
and structural Master Plan, 
Edison Township has become 
a promising and balanced mu
nicipality where we all can 
prosper through the expanded 
recreational, health and educa
tional facilities and enjoy the 
advantages of a sound finan
cia l s tru c tu re  and stab le  
government.

I will always have pride in my 
town and be grateful to the res
idents of Edison for their sup
port and effort. The continued 
success of our community 
could not be possible without 
your cooperation, and for that,
I sincerely and wholeheartedly 
say, “Thank You!”

Thomas H. Paterniti
Mayor
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Population
70,390
Geography
A rea of 32 sq. m iles located on the Raritan 
R iver in cen tra l N ew  Jersey; 25 m iles south of 
New Y ork City.
Government
M ayor/C ounc il form , Plan “ E ” . D epartm ent 
heads are fu ll tim e  pro fessiona ls under a 
Business A dm in is tra to r.
Education
C om prehensive  education  fo r voca tiona l and 
ca reer deve lopm ent. Public and priva te  schoojs 
. . .  k indergarten  th rough  grade 12 . . .  co lleges, 
in tow n and nearby.
Medical
Hospitals, Keep-Well Clinics, Mobile Health 
Trailer, Rehabilitation Institute, Family Practice 
Training Center for Doctors.
Utilities
M idd lesex W a te r’Co., E lizabeth tow n W ater Co., 
Edison Tow nsh ip  W ater U tility , E lizabeth tow n 
Gas Co., Public S erv ice  E lec tric  & Gas Co.,
N ew  Je rsey  Bell Te lephone  Co.
Transportation
U nexce lled  rail, h ighw ay fa c ilitie s  in town. 
N ew ark A irp o rt and Linden A irp o rt are 15 
m inu tes away v ia m ulti-lane, m odern h ighways. 
D eepw ate r dock on Raritan R iver.
Climate
Annual p rec ip ita tion  (mean): 45 inches.
Extrem e tem pera tu re  range: 0 to 95 degrees. 
Industry
O ver 250 d ive rs ified  industries. Largest 
industria l park in the East. Severa l’ o the r 
industria l parks, large and s m a ll. . .  all fu lly  
se rv iced  by u tilities , m ajor h ighw ays and rail. 
E xce llen t labor m arket.
Banking
20 banks — full service commercial banks, savings 
banks, savings & loan banks.
Communications
3 da ily  and 3 w eek ly  newspapers, 1 radio 
sta tion. Edison is also served by the 
newspapers, rad io  and te lev is ion  fac ilitie s  
o f New York, N ew ark and Philadelph ia .
Houses of Worship
O ver 30, rep resen ting  all m ajor and several 
m inor denom ina tions.
Motels
H undreds o f room s in m odern fac ilitie s  
inc lud ing  m ajor chains, Ramada Inn (198), 
H o liday  Inn (120).
Shopping Centers
All w eather, tem pera tu re  con tro lle d  shopp ing 
in m ajor depa rtm en t s tores at 120 un it M enlo 
Park Shopp ing  Center. Severa l ne ighborhood  
cen te rs  o f 10-20 stores. Free parking at all. 
Parks—Recreation
Two large coun ty  parks, o v e r2 0  w ell equ ipped 
and sta ffed ne ighborhood  p laygrounds, so ftba ll 
fie lds  and several g o lf courses. A num ber of 
m un ic ipa l parks are on the draw ing boards as 
w ell as a state park at the  Edison Tower.



EDISON...
PROXIMITY TO MARKETS
NEW JERSEY and EDISON are 
at the heart of the great Eastern 
Seabord Megalopolis.
Megalopolis is the urbanized strip of 
land extending along the Atlantic 
Seaboard between Maineand Virginia 
and reaching inland some 150-200 
miles to the Appalachian foothills. It 
has a unique constellation of large 
cities with more than a million 
population —Boston, NewYork, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington, D. C.
Networks Of Paths 
Edison’s expansive area of 32 square 
miles is well suited to its role as the hub 
of a number of networks of air, rail, 
h ighway and water pathsforthe 
distribution of goods and services. 
Nearness to markets is enhanced by 
these networks which facilitate orderly 
movementof materialsand people 
with consequentsaving of time and 
money.
New Jersey — a Major Market
New Jersey is a major market in itself, and 
has the third highest per family effective 
buying income in the nation, $17,989 per 
household. Cross the Hudson into the 
Greater New York Consolidated Area and 
you will add 11,000,000 prospects with a 
per household buying income of $14,946. 
At the other end of the state, cross the 
Delaware into the metropolitan 
Philadelphia area and another 4,778,000 
people come into the marketing orbit with 
a per household effective buying income 
of $15,003.

DANBURY

S o  M IL E S

23,000,000 People of Wealth and 
Buying Power —
Nowhere else in America is there a 
closely contained market of 
approximately 23,000,000 people 
representing such wealth and buying 
power. Interlaced highways and turnpikes 
speed the flow of traffic in this area and 
with New Jersey as the geographical 
center of the eastern seaboard, one-third 
of the nation’s population is within 
overnight shipping distance! Further 
indication of New Jersey’s marketing 
importance are its six cities with a 
population of over 100,000 people. They 
are Newark with 378,670; Jersey City with 
259,790; Elizabeth, 114,795; Paterson,
149,095; Trenton, 106,625; and 
Camden, 105,600.
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Edison’s Government provides for a 
strong Mayor-Council form of Local 
Government. This “ Plan E” is set forth 
in Article 7 of the Optional Municipal 
Charter Law which went into effect 
in Edison Township January 1958. 
Planning and Zoning in EDISON 
Township officials have been well 
aware of the need for proper zoning 
controls and for long-range planning 
to assure the orderly growth of the 
community. In 1962 a complete 
Master Plan was prepared for Edison 
with the help of the Fels Institute of 
Local and State Government of the 
University of Pennsylvania who were 
retained as consultants to the 
Township Planning Board.
In 1966 Herbert H. Smith Associates, 
highly regarded planning specialists, 
were engaged to study and update 
the Master Plan. This was-completed 
and the revised Master Plan was 
adopted by the Planning Board in 
1968. The Governing Body has 
arranged for the Smith firm to 
maintain a continuing review of the 
Plan to make recommendations for 
modifications when the specialists 
regard them as needed.
The Master Plan provides the 
township with guidelines for the full 
utilization of its resources while 
maintaining an orderly growth 
pattern. Particularattention isfocused 
on land use, recreation areas, traffic 
circulation plans, capital 
improvements and other community 
facilities with a view toward 
coordination of all municipal efforts 
to achieve the creation of a safe, 
attractive, healthful and convenient 
physical environment for all.
Under the Plan, proposed residential 
acreage would amount to 6,323 
acres; commercial, 645 acres; 
industrial, 6,744 acres; parks and 
recreation, 1,006 acres; semi-public 
and institutional use, 865 acres; 
railroads and utilities, 698 acres; 
and schools, 392 acres.

EDISON has a Broad-Based, 
Balanced, Equitable Tax System ... 
New Ratables
The year 1964-65 marked a unique 
development in the history of Edison 
Township. The Federal Government 
closed two military installations— 
Raritan Arsenal and Camp Kilmer— 
and made available for enlightened 
development over 3,000 acres of land 
which up to this time was tax exempt. 
Much of this land has now been 
converted to highly desirable 
industrial uses, one developer alone 
having created an outstanding 
industrial complex of over 2300 acres 
with excellent rail, water and highway 
transportation facilities on the site.
The huge multi-million dollar Fedders 
plant has been built on another 
near-by 100 acre section of the former 
Raritan Arsenal, while much of the 
remaining acreage now contains 
numerous industrial plants of all sizes 
valued at several millions of dollars. 
These are grouped for the most part 
in modern industrial parks which are 
equipped with excellent water, 
sewer and transportation facilities. 
Within one year after the release of 
Raritan Arsenal and Camp Kilmer by 
the Federal Government, $3 million 
in ratables, much in the form of land 
only, was added to the local tax rolls. 
Ten years later this same land with 
improvements was assessed at over 
$117 million and growing at a rate of $7 to 
$8 million per year. This is expected to 
continue for another decade before 
leveling off.
THE FUTURE
The summer of 1976 saw the completion 
of dredging operations in the Raritan 
River. It has created a 25 ft. deep channel 
which is now navigable for ocean going 
vessels as far as the Raritan Center 
docks. The center already has several 
distribution operations prepared to handle 
trans-ocean cargo.
Helicopter service at the center was 
inaugurated in 1976 and will be expanded.
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EDISON 
TOWNSHIP 
HAS A
PROGRESSIVE
PLANNING
PROGRAM
Edison Township has one of the most 
progressive and active planning 
programs in the State of New Jersey. 
The Township has an adopted Master 
Plan, an updated zoning ordinance, 
modern land subdivision regulations; 
an active urban renewal program and 
a program of systematic code updating 
and enforcement. A Comprehensive 
Master Plan was prepared by the 
Edison Planning Board in 1962 with 
the assistance from the Fels Institute 
of Local and State Government and 
the University of Pennsylvania. In 
1966, the well known planning firm of 
Herbert H. Smith Associates was 
retained to study and update the 
Master Plan and to provide continuing 
professional planning assistance to 
the Township.
Master Plan
Edison Township’s Master Plan 
which was adopted in 1968 and has 
been updated, provide for changes in 
development trends. The Plan 
provides for balanced land use 
development, expanded circulation- 
system and strategically located 
community facilities to service 
individual neighborhoods and the 
Township as a whole. The Master 
Plan is a working guide for a planned 
ultimate population of approximately,
101,000 which will be serviced with 
an extensive system of public parks, 
libraries, schools, fire stations and 
other community facilities. The Plan 
provides for a variety of housing 
ranging from high-rise apartment 
developments to suburban-rural 
areas with extensive open spaces.

Commercial areas provide for 
neighborhood businesses and 
regional shopping centers. Industrial 
areas provide for a variety of uses 
ranging from small shops, restricted 
industrial uses and research centers 
to heavy industrial areas and large 
scale modern industrial parks such 
as the Raritan Center. Two of the 
prime goals of the Plan are the 
encouragement of a sound and 
diversified economic base and the 
maintenance of high aesthetic 
standards.
Development Codes and Ordinances
The Township’s zoning ordinance, 
land subdivision regulations, building 
code, health code and other municipal 
codes and ordinances are designed 
to provide for environmental 
protection and creation of a safe, 
attractive, healthful and convenient 
community. High standards in the 
codes and ordinances have resulted 
in quality and stable land development 
during the past two decades when the 
Township’s population increased 
from 16,348 to over 70,390. Annual review 
and updating provide the Township 
with modern effective development 
codesand regulations.
Environmental Protection 
Edison Township officials have long 
been cognizant of the need for 
environmental protection. Through 
application and enforcement of 
development codes, review of 
development proposals by 
professional planners and engineers 
and coordination with State and 
County agencies, Edison has 
established a long record of 
environmental protection.
Our Environmental Design and Site Plan 
Review Committee guarantees that 
development of our business and 
industrial areas will be esthetically 
pleasing and environmentally sound.



EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

TABULATION OF POPULATION TRENDS 1940 - 1975

Year Total
Population

% Y  RACE
Density per 
Sq 3eWhite Negro Indian Other

1940 (1) 11,470 370
1950 (1) 16,348 527
1960 (1) 44,789 43,331 1,430 38 1,483
1970 (1) 67,120 65,467 1,367 30 256 2,223
1971 (2) 68,675 66,985 1,401 28 261 2,215
1972 (2) 69,435 67,727 (3) 1,416 (3) 28 (3) 264 2,240
1973 (2) 68,880 67,185 (3) 1,405 (3) 28 (3) 262 2,222
1974 (2) 70,280 68,551 (3) 1,434 (3) 28 (3) 267 2,267
1975 (2) 70,390 68,658 (3) 1,436 (3) 28 (3) 267 2,271

_________ M i f f ________ _____

* Not available 1950 and 1 9 4 0 ^ J j / J . 2 )  N.J. Dept, o f Labor & Industry
(1) U.S. Census 1940-1970 (3) D is tribu tion  of popu la tion  estim ated from  other sources.

POPULATION MAKE UP BY 
AGE AND SEX 
(1970 CENSUS)

Age Male Female Total

Under 5 3,218 3,145 6,363
5 -  9 3,785 3,529 7,314

1 0 - 14 3,711 3,516 7,227
- 15 658 689 1,347

16 - 18 1,712 1,678 3,390

- 19 412 440 852
2 0 -2 4 2,186 2,748 4,934
2 5 -3 4 4,514 4,874 9,388
3 5 - 4 4 4,742 4,771 9,513
4 5 - 5 4 4,471 4,360 8,831

5 5 -5 9 1,414 1,310 2,724
6 0 -6 1 392 388 780
6 2 - 6 4 499 497 996
65 - 74 915 1,146 2,061

75 and over 531 869 1,400

T O T A L 33,160 33,960 67,120

POPULATION CHANGES 1940-1975 
EDISON AND RELATED AREAS

1940(1) 1950 (1) Change 1960 (1) Change 1970 (1) Change 1975 (2) Change

Edison 11,470 16,348 42.5% 44,799 174.0% 67,120 49.8% 70,390 4.9%
W oodbridge 27,191 35,758 31.5% 78,846 120.5% 98,944 25.5% 101,705 2.8%
New Brunsw ick 33,180 38,811 17.0% 40,139 3.4% 41,885 4.3% 42,785 2.1%
Plainfie ld 37,469 42,366 13.1% 45,330 7.0% 46,862 3.4% 48,185 2.8%
So. P la infie ld 5,379 8,008 48.9% 17,879 123.3% 21,142 18.3% 22,000 4.1%
Clark 2,083 4,352 108.9% 12,195 180.2% 18,829 54.4% 19,125 1.6%
Perth Am boy 41,242 41,330 0.2% 38,007 - 8.1% 38,798 2.1% 39,760 2.5%
Sayreville 8,186 10,338 26.3% 22,553 118.2% 32,508 44.1% 33,910 4.3%
Scotch Plains 4,993 9,069 81.6% 18,491 103.9% 22,279 20.5% 22,980 3.1%
Union Co. 328,000 398,000 21.3% 504,000 26.6% 543,000 7.7% 551,120 1.5%
M iddlesex Co. 217,077 264,872 22.0% 433,856 63.8% 583,813 34.6% 610,255 4.5%
New Jersey 4,160,000 4,835,000 16.2% 6,067,000 25.5% 7,168,000 18.1% 7,433,920 3.7%

(1) Source: U.S. Census (2) N.J. Dept, of Labor & Industry



EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

TABULATION OF
TABULATION OF HOUSING UNITS OWNER OCCUPIED -  1 FAM ILY HOUSING

1940 -1970 AND PROJECTION TO 1980 UNITS AND VALUE RANGES
(U.S. CENSUS) (1970 CENSUS)

Year
Total

Housing Units

1940 2,809
1950 4,443
1960 12,576
1970 19,250

*1975 20,600
(Est.) 1980 P ro jec ted 25,000

‘ Sales M anagem e n t

TABULATION OF
RENTAL UNITS BY MONTHLY RENTAL VALUE  

(1970 CENSUS)

Month 11 ost
Number

. o f Units' .... to  Tota l U nits

$40 or Less 112 2.2%
4 0 -  59 59 1.1%
6 0 -  79 120 2.3%
8 0 -  99 204 4.0%

1 0 0 -1 1 9 425 8.3%

1 2 0 -1 4 9 1,844 35.8%
1 5 0 - 199 1,987 38.6%
200 - 299 228 4.4%

300 o r more 26 0.5%
No Cash Rent 146 2.8%

T  otal 5,151 100.0%

True Value No. of 
Units

Percent of 
Total Units

Less than 5,000 7 0.1%
5 ,0 0 0 - 9,999 67 0.5%

10 ,0 0 0 - 14,499 432 3.3%
15 ,000 - 19,999 2,233 17.3%

20,000 - 24,999 3,267 25.3%
25,000 - 34,999 3,888 30.1%
35,000 - 49,999 2,428 18.8%
50,000 o r more 602 4.7%

Tota l 12,924 100.1%

Tota l Aggregate T rue Value (1970) $375,659,500

Average U n it Value (1970) 29,067

TABULATION OF
CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSING UNITS BY TYPE 

(1970 CENSUS)

Type
Number 
of Units

Owner Occupied 1 F am ily  U nits 13,481
Rental U nits 5,560
Room ing &  Lodger U nits 176
M obile  H om e/T ra ile r 203
M igrant or Seasonal 1
Unclassified 750

T o ta l Housing Units 20,171

COMPARATIVE RETAIL SALES GROWTH 
1950 - 1976 (000 omitted)

1976 1971 1970 1966 1960 1950

Middlesex C ounty  

Edison Tow nship  

New Brunswick

$1,708,089

207,578

176,131

$1,034,429

128,546

153,247

$969,690

119,295

145,134

$774,025

103,686

88,545

$518,109

21,621

84,243

$257,619

76,143

Source: Sales Management
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EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

%

EXISTING LAND USE

Use

1960 (1) 1966 (1) ' ) 12} 1976 (2)

Area
Percent of 

Total Area Percent o f 
Total A r sa Percent of 

Total , Area Percent of
A , .

Residential 2,966.5 15.1 3,986.3 20.4 4,161.2 21.3 2 5 .5 4 ,9 9 3 .5
Commercial 287.6 1.5 388.7 2.0 441.7 2.4 2 .5 4 8 5 .9
Industrial 1,424.1 7.2 2,270.3 11.6 2,528.3 12.9 14 .9 2 ,9 0 7 .5
Public, Recreational, Roads 1,768.0 9.1 2,429.4 12.5 2,601.4 13.3 14.1 2 ,7 5 0 .4
Semi-Public & Institu tion 392.4 2.1 773.0 3.9 773.0 3.9 4 .2 8 1 1 .6
Railroads and U tilities 514.2 2.7 697.9 3.6 697.9 3.6 3 .6 6 9 7 .9
M ilita ry 3,780.0 19.4 — — — ___ ___ —

Agricultural - - 67.3 0.3 67.3 0.3 N CO 4 4 5 .1
Vacant 8,387.2 42.9 8,9.07.1 45.7 8,249.2 42.3 3 2 .9 6 ,4 2 8 .1

Totals 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0 19,520.0 100.0

(1) Source Master Plan Study
(2) Estimated from  other sources

ASSESSED VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY BY CLASSIFICATION 1 2 3 4

Year

^Equalized 
Va lua tion  
R atio  to  

True Value
(%)

Tota l Residential Apartments I ulus tria l Commercial .. C i Farm Land

Assessed
V a lua tion %

Assessed
V a lua tion

% o f 
T ota!

Assessed
Val

% of 
T  otal Valuation

% of 
Total . Total

Assessed
Valuation

% o f 
Tota l

Is iessed 
V a lua tion

% of 
Tota l

(1) 1950 20.00 14,116,333 100.0 8,187,473 58.0 282,327 2.0 4,234,900 30.0 564,653 4.0 705,816 5.0 141,164 1.0
(1) 1960 21.18 49,144,123 100.0 28,749,312 58.5 982,882 2.0 14,743,237 30.0 2,457,207 5.0 1,720,044 3.5 491,441 1.0

1967 40.17 207,846,368 100.0 127,022,340 61.1 9.095,700 4.4 37,709,725 18.2 27,631,609 13.3 6,112,390 2.9 274,604 0.1
1968 43.21 216,597,469 100.0 130,705,710 60.3 11,930,475 5.5 41,294,029 19.1 25,713,690 11.9 6,415,715 3.0 537,850 0.2
1969 41.60 227,823,491 100.0 134,827,960 59.2 14,124,125 6.2 44,899,809 19.7 27,581,615 12.1 6,230,965 2.7 159,017 0.1
1970 35.54 238,441,112 100.0 138,369,716 58.0 15,117,750 6.3 51,709,014 21.7 26,680,950 11.2 6,335,084 2.7 228,598 0.1
1971 36.11 250,919,497 100.0 142,404,975 56.8 15,606,450 6.2 59,001,739 23.5 27,348,360 10.9 6,332,825 2.5 225,148 0.17-

(2) 1972 50.00 413,200,494 100.0 223,551,800 54.1 26,930,400 6.5 103,473,969 25.0 45,869,575 11.1 12,629,275 3.1 745,475 0.2
(3 )1973 91.59 914,903,650 100.0 500,715,450 54.7 60,269,250 6.6 223,040,250 24.4 103,562,500 11.3 26,369,050 2.9 947,150 0.1

1974 86.58 929,058,000 100.0 507,273,500 54.6 60,257,900 6.5 225,530,100 24.3 106,950,900 11.5 28,102,400 3.0 943,200 0.1
1975 85.47 945,907,718 100.0 513,142,400 54.2 61,269,100 6.5 235,644,218 24.9 109,756,900 11.6 25,151,900 2.7 943,200 0.1

(4) 1976 75.18 963,205,087 100.0 519,185,600 53.9 61,971,600 6.4 245,187,887 25.5 110,683,100 11.5 25,255,400 2.6 921,500 0.1

* Ratios are calculated by the New Jersey Department o f the Treasury, Division o f Taxation.
(1) Prior to  1965, assessed valuation ratios were determined by the Local Unit. Beginning w ith  1965, they are on a county 

basis which was placed at 50% assessment basis. The classification o f assessed valuations were not available fo r 1960 
and 1950 and were estimated from  available sources.

(2) The Township conducted a revaluation program which was implemented in 1972 and properties were valued to  50% of 
estimated true value.

(3) The C ounty of M iddlesex placed assessments at 100% basis fo r 1973 and subsequent year 
per R.S. 54: 3-17 et seq.

(4) C ounty Equalization Basis
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EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

COMPARISON OF GROSS DEBT IN RELATION 
TO ESTIMATED TRUE VALUE OF REAL 

PROPERTY AND PER CAPITA GROSS DEBT

Year

Equalized 
'Valuation 
F j  

True Value (%)

Esti mated 
True 

Value *

Gross D ebt 
Issued and 
Auth. but 
V j t  Issued

Percentage 
o f Gross Debt 

to Est.
True Value

Per Capita 
Gross 
D ebt

1950 20.0 S 70,581,665 $ 2,386,600 3.38% $ 146.03

1960 21.18 232,030,798 11,383,500 4.90% 254.10

1967 40.17 517,416,898 26,048,500 5.03% 389.71

1968 43.21 506,693,260 26,019,500 5.13% 382.69

1969 41.60 554,064,903 29,734,000 5.36% 432.49

1970 35.54 678,906,069 33,429,500 4.92% 498.06

1971 36.11 694,875,372 33,230,500 4.78% 491.61

1972 48.34 855,403,737 33,147,000 3.87% 477.39

1973 91.59 999,531,765 38,909,150 3.80% 551.82

1974 86.58 1,073,685,603 36,542,184 3.40% 519.95

1975 85.47 1,107,335,677 (2)35,169,171 3.18% 499.63

(1) 1976 75.18 (1)1,281,821,113 33,628,652 2.62% 477.76

* Ad justed to  com p ly  w ith  the equalized ra tio  as ce rtified  by  the New Jersey D epartm ent o f the Treasury, D ivision o f 
Taxation .
(1) C ounty Basis For 1976 (2) To Ju ly  1,1976

COMPARATIVE TAX RATE RELATING TO TRUE VALUE 
PER 1,000 OF VALUE

.. Year
* A ctua l 
Tax Rate 
(Assessed 

ion) Tax Rate

Allocation of Adjusted Tax Rate

Veterans 
& Senior 
C itizen 

D eduction
School

Purposes
C ounty

Purposes

M unicipa l
O peration
Purposes

D ebt
Service
Costs

1950 $ 59.20 $ 11.84 1 o $ 5.73 $ 3.23 1O

$ 2.88

1960 99.62 18.30 -0 - 9.86 3.81 2.42 2.21

1967 75.40 21.60 0.60 13.41 4.67 0.59 2.33

1968 63.00 27.20 0.65 17.14 5.55 1.01 2.85

1969 66.60 27.70 0.58 17.84 5.29 1.00 2.99

1970 77.50 29.50 0.56 19.35 5.49 1.21 2.89

1971 81.80 26.70 0.43 17.46 5.58 0.67 2.56

1972 58.90 28.40 0.40 17.70 5.30 1.17 3.83

1973 27.60 25.20 0.30 16.77 4.90 0.64 2.59

1974 31.30 27.00 0.30 17.65 5.30 1.06 2.69

1975 33.20 28.37 0.34 18.38 5.98 1.12 2.55

1976 36.50 27.44 0.30 17.22 6.09 1.37 2.26

* Based on Assessed Valuations at the prevailing assessment basis fo r  the year.



EDISON TOWNSHIP
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

%

TABULATION OF CASH INCOME RANGES 
BY HOUSEHOLD EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES 

COMPARED TO MIDDLESEX COUNTY AREA
1955-1975

AREA R A N G E S ‘ ' - 1 I 965 1 3 5 5

Edison * -0- 10.0% 6.8%
Middlesex County 2,499 14.0% 8.6% 7.5% 1 9.0%
Edison -0- 3.7% 6.8%
Middlesex County 2,999 5.7% 9.3%
Edison -0-
Middlesex County 3,000
Edison 2,500 8.4%
Middlesex County 3,999 9.3% 1 3.6% 20.7%
Edison 3,000 2.5% 4.7%
Middlesex County 4,999 3.8% 5.7%
Edison 3,001
Middlesex County 5,000
Edison 4,000 35.0%
Middlesex County 6,999 35.3% 53.2% 40.4%
Edison 5,000 5.8% 1 6.7%
Middlesex County 7,999 6.3% 1 6.9%
Edison 5,001
Middlesex County 8,000
Edison *‘ 7,000 22.9%
Middlesex County 8,999 21.4% 20.4%
Edison 7,001
Middlesex County and over 19.9%
Edison 8,000 4.8% 6.4% 20.5%
Middlesex County 9,999 4.5% 5.4% 1 9.9%
Edison 8,001
Middlesex County 10,000
Edison 10,001 1 9.7% 26.4%
Middlesex County 15,000 18.0% 23.0%
Edison 10,000 51.3% 26.9%
Middlesex County and over 42.2% 25.4% 1 5.3%
Edison 15,000 55.2%
Middlesex County and over 55.3%
Edison 15,000 48.4%
Middlesex County 24,999 42.4%
Edison 25,000 17.1%
Middlesex County and over 21.1%

Totals 1 00.0% 1 00.0% 1 00.0% 1 00.0% 1 00.0% 1 00.0%

* For year 1965 the range was 7000 - 9999 
** For year 1975 the range was 0 - 7999

Source: Sales Management

MUNICIPAL BOND RATINGS

MOODY'S Aa

STANDARD & POOR'S AA



HOW TO REACH EDISON
An excellent network of super
highways, and frequent mainline and 
commuter rail service, contribute to 
the easy accessibility of Edison from 
all points. Situated at the crossroads 
of New Jersey, Edison also enjoys a 
close proximity to major airports in 
New York, Newark, and Philadelphia.

VIA HIGHWAY
From Newark and Points North 
of Edison
U.S. #1, U.S. #9—South to Edison 
Interstate #95—New Jersey Turnpike 
—South to Edison 
N.J. #27—South to Edison Exit 10 
Garden State Parkway—South to Edison 
From New York City 
George Washington Bridge, Lincoln 
Tunnel, or Holland Tunnel to Interstate 
#95—N.J. Turnpike—South to Edison 
Exit 10
From La Guardia Airport, J.F.K.
Airport, Brooklyn and Long Island
Various New York Expressways—
South and West to Verrazzano-
Narrows Bridge—West to Interstate#95—
N.J. Turnpike—South to Edison Exit 10.
From Wilmington, Del., Philadelphia,
Camden, Pennsylvania Turnpike, and
Points South and West
U.S. #1, U.S. #130, or N.J. Turnpike
—North to Edison Exit 10
From New York State Thruway and
Points North and West
Direct connection to Garden State
Parkway—South to Edison Exit 131
From Allentown Pa. and Points West
Interstate #78—East to Interstate #287 
—South to Edison
From Jersey Shore and Points South
N.J. #34, #35, U.S. #9 or Garden State 
Parkway—North to N.J. #440/#287 West 
to Edison

VIA RAIL
From New York City
Penn. Station—Commuter Train to: 
Metropark—Iselin (at Edison border), or 
Metuchen, Edison, New Brunswick 
(Edison residents use all four stations) 
World Trade Center—PATH Train to 
Newark, change to commuter train to: 
Metropark—Iselin, Metuchen, Edison, or 
New Brunswick
From Philadelphia
Commuter train to New Brunswick, 
change to Local Train to: Edison, 
Metuchen, Metropark-lselin 
From Amtrak Metroliner Stations at 
Washington, Baltimore, and Boston 
Direct Service to Metropark-lselin 
Station (at Edison border)
VIA AIR
From all Points to Newark, La Guardia,
J.F.K., or Philadelphia Airports
Helicopter service available from
LaGuardia and J.F.K. to Newark 
—Helicopter, via Ronson Helicopter
Service, to Raritan Center—or south on 
N.J. Turnpike to Edison Interchange 
(See “VIA HIGHWAY” for direct routes 
from all airports)
From all nearby points to Linden 
Airport (small planes only)
U.S. #1 —South to Edison
VIA BUS
From All Points to Major New York 
Bus Terminals
To Port Authority Terminal- 
Frequent Express Bus service direct to 
Edison via Lincoln Tunnel and the 
12-Lane N.J. Turnpike

mSf»
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TRANSPORTATION
Rail
Perm-Centra! east-west passenger 
service is provided at the Edison 
station near Plainfield Avenue. The 
nearby New Brunswick, Metuchen 
and Metropark-lselin stations find 
more favor among township 
residents, however, because of 
convenience, better parking 
facilities, more frequent service 
and a wider choice of trains to points 
all over the country.
The Metropark-lselin station located 
at the Edison-lselin border practically 
within the shadow of the Edison 
Tower is a park and ride facility with 
space for almost 800 cars. Amtrak 
trains for distant points as well as 
electrified commuter trains make 
regular stops at this station. It is 
easily accessible by car from N.J.
#27, Garden State Parkway, U.S. #1 
and the New Jersey Turnpike.
Excellent freight service is provided 
to all industrial sections of the 
township by Con-Rail on former Penn 
Central and Lehigh Valley facilities.
Air
Scheduled air service on major 
airlines to all parts of the country is 
provided from Newark Airport only 
25 minutes from Edison. The J.F.K. 
and La Guardia Airports with service 
to all parts of the world are only an 
hour away. All three of these major 
airports are connected by frequent 
helicopter flights of New York 
Airways. Philadelphia Airport, 90 
minutes away, provides the traveller 
or shipper with additional choices 
of schedules.
Linden Airport, located midway 
between Edison and Newark, caters 
to small aircraft.
Taxi, limousine and parcel pick up 
and delivery service is available for 
local and nearby destinations as well 
as to all airports. The fine 
interconnecting highway system in 
the area contributes to the excellence 
of service.
Helicopter service between Newark and 
Edison was inaugurated in the summer 
of 1976.



TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAYS—INTERCHANGES

Highways
The major East-West highway serving 
Edison carries three designations,
1-287, 1-95 and N.J. 440. More 
particularly, it is part of a belt freeway 
which will eventually encircle the 
entire New York metropolitan area.
Under construction in a piecemeal 
fashion for a number of years, the 
completed stretch in the Edison area 
permits movement between Perth 
Amboy, Staten Island, New York’s 
Brooklyn and Long Island to the east and 
Morris County, Rt. 22, U.S. 78 and U.S. 
Rt. 80 to the northwest, a distance of about 
35 miles. As it passes through Edison, 
it is an East-West highway intersecting 
with New Durham Road, N.J. #27,
U.S. #1, N.J. Turnpike and 
Woodbridge Avenue, all North-South 
arteries.
A quarter of a mile from Edison’s 
southern border N.J. #18 intersects 
with U.S. #1, and a quarter of a mile 
from the township’s eastern border 
the Garden State Parkway intersects 
with N.J. #27, U.S. #1 and the 
N.J. Turnpike. Edison’s local roads 
are engineered to handle commercial 
traffic which must move freely 
between these interchanges and the 
township’s industries and distribution 
complexes.
Motor Truck
More than a dozen large motor truck 
carriers maintain terminals in Edison 
in addition to the great number of 
nationally known firms which have 
located their own distribution centers 
in the township.
Overnight trucking from Edison 
reaches a 12 state market area which 
is home to 30 percent of the nation’s 
population.
Buses
Plainfield Transit Company,
Transport of New Jersey and 
Suburban Transit Company operate 
local bus routes to nearby cities.
The latter two companies furnish 
frequent express bus service between 
Edison and the Port Authority 
Terminal in New York City.
Water
A newly cleared 25 foot deep channel in 
Raritan accomodates deep sea cargo 
ships and tankers to docking facilities 
within the township. 15
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UTILITIES
Excellent utility services are furnished 
Edison’s taxpayers through modern, 
superior distribution systems 
controlled by dependable suppliers. 
Sufficient quantities of water, gas and 
electricity are available to assure 
continued growth of the area for 
some time.
Water
An excellent supply of high quality water 
is available to township residents and 
industries through three efficient 
distribution systems. One is under the 
control of Edison's own water utility and 
serves the southern one-third of the 
township. About 35 thousand people 
reside in this area. The remainder of the 
township is served by the Elizabethtown 
Water Company or the Middlesex Water 
Company. The New Jersey Public Utility 
Commission sets rates for ail utilities. 
Gas
Natural gas is distributed through the 
facilities of Elizabethtown Gas Company 
and Public Service Electric & Gas 
Company.
Electricity
Electricity is furnished by Public Service 
Electric & Gas Company.
Telephone
Telephone service is provided by New 
Jersey Bell Telephone Company.
Sewers
Ninety percent of Edison Township is now 
served by storm and sanitary sewer 
facilities. Sanitary sewers are tied into 
lines of the Middlesex County Sewerage 
Authority which will complete a 
secondary treatment construction 
program of over $1-00 milion in 1977.
A recent grant of $87.5 million for 
interceptors and pumping stations will 
bring the Authority’s expansion program 
for the seventies to over $228 million.

i

i
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INDUSTRIAL PARKS
With over 6,000 people nowemployed 
and a projected full working 
population of 25,000 expected by 
1980, Raritan Center is well on its 
way to becoming a city within a city. 
Manufacturing and commercial 
buildings, some with over 100,000 
square feet and up to 250,000 square 
feet of floor space in a single story, 
are transforming the former Raritan 
Arsenal property into a beehive of 
activity. Between the 2,000 foot dock 
on the navigable Raritan River, only 
10 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, to 
the nine story Ramada Inn hotel and 
restaurant lie 62 miles of rail, 
highway and utility networks all 
designed for heavy duty service to 
support dynamic industrial and 
commercial activity.
Located at the center of a 52,000,000 
customer market within 300 miles, it 
has attracted such leading industrial 
names as Fedders, RCA, Chrysler, 
Procter and Gamble, U. S. Plywood, 
Dow Chemical, Owens-Illinois, 
American Hospital Supply,
Baxter Laboratories,
Continental Can, Schwinn Bicycle, 
Supermarkets General, Macy- 
Bambergers and others.
On the opposite side of the township 
to the northwest on former Camp 
Kilmer property, additional 
industrial and commercial 
development has been taking place 
to rival that at Raritan Center.
A. & P. Warehousing, General Tire, 
Maidenform, Kaiser Aluminum, 
Cascade Pools, Lee Filters, Twin 
County Grocers, Metex, Roth & 
Schlenger, American Can, Sportswear 
Industries, Skil Corp., A. G. Spalding 
and Akai-American Ltd. are some 
of the firms represented by 
significant industrial or commercial 
operations.

Between the two giant ends of 
Edison’s industrial bow-tie are. 
several well established sizable 
industrial or commbrcial operations 
such as Revlon, Westinghouse, Ford 
Motor, RCA, Mobil Chemical and 
S & H Green Stamps which stand 
astride Edison’s Miracle Mile of 20 
years ago and connect the now 
developing industrial parks of the 
seventies.
Situated between the Holiday Inn 
and Best Block Company on U. S. #1 
is the Edison Industrial Center, a 
moderate size development which 
features a variety of enterprises 
ranging in size from 6,000 square 
feetto 144,000 square feet.
Isolated from the industrial bow-tie, 
but still an important industrial 
element of Edison’s past, present and 
future is the L. A. Dreyfus plant 
located in the northwest section of 
the township.
Small enclaves of light industrial 
firms are to be found in other 
sections and more will appear in the 
future as welcome additions to areas 
zoned for light industry.
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TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 
1976

TOP TWENTY TAXPAYERS

1. Menlo Associates Shopping Center
2. Raritan Center Industrial Park
3. Ford MotorCo. Auto Manufacturer
4. Revlon Cosmetics Mfr.
5. Fedders Corp. Air Conditioning Mfr.
6. Sutton-Kilmer Campus Industrial Park
7. Westinghouse Appliance Mfr.
8. Margate Apts. Apartments
9. Parkwood Gardens Inc. Apartments

10. A & P Grocery Distributor
11. Dreyfus Chewing Gum Mfr.
12. United Steel Distribution Center
13. Mobil Oil Corp. Oil Chemical Research
14. Greenfield Gardens Inc. Apartments
15. Trafalgar Builders Inc. Apartments
16. Twin County Grocers Grocery Distributors
17. Hilltop Associates Apartments
18. General Tire Realty Tire Distributor
19. Sperry Hutchinson Co. S & H Green Stamps
20. River Heights Inc. Apartments
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PUBLIC SAFETY
The Department of Public Safety, 
consisting of the Division of Fire and the 
Division of Police, is under the direction of 
Mayor Thomas H. Paterniti, who serves as 
department head.
Division of Police 
Law enforcement, crime prevention, 
traffic regulation, narcotics control and 
juvenile aid are the responsibility of the 
three major bureaus of the Police 
Department; viz, Radio Patrol, Criminal 
Investigation, and Traffic Safety. Forty 
outstanding officers comprise the 
specially equipped and trained Tactical 
Squad. Each Bureau is administered by a 
Captain and the entire Division is headed 
by the Chief of Police.
The 129 man regular police force is 
equipped with over 37 vehicles, including 
patrol cars, K-9 patrol vehicle, three 
traffic maintenance trucks, and a 
specially designed BCI van for mobile 
criminal investigation support.
All new policemen undergo eleven weeks 
of intensive training at the Middlesex 
County Police Academy. Specialized 
training at the FBI Academy and State 
Police Academy, traffic institutes and 
other police training centers is 
encouraged for selected members of the 
force as a matter of policy. A volunteer, 
uniformed Auxiliary Police Corps of 151 
men provides a reservoir of trained 
manpower as support, if needed, for the 
regular Police Force.
Division of Fire
A firefighting force of 70 paid firemen 
and 180 volunteers is supervised by 
the Chief of Fire. Fire prevention 
inspection and protection service is 
provided by this division for Edison 
Township’s residents and property 
owners.
These trained firefighters man 22 
pieces of modern equipment including 
13 pumpers which are kept at six 
strategically located firehouses. 
Pumpers capable of 11,000 gallons 
per minute.
Water availability as to quantity and 
pressure exceeds American Insurance 
Association minimum requirements.
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HOMES
The Township of Edison serves the 
housing needs of people in every stratum 
of society. Many of the most worthy design 
patterns and goals for the cities of 
tomorrow have already evolved in Edison. 
There are homes for workers, blue and 
white collar alike, foremen and 
executives, senior citizens, stockholders 
and captains of industry. There are large 
gracious homes, numerous developments, 
each comprising hundreds of smaller 
homes, and many apartment complexes. 
There are excellent motel and hotel 
accommodations for those whose 
business or social commitments allow only 
a short stay in town.
Transportation networks for local and long 
distance movement of people, goods and 
services also provide easy access to the 
cultural and recreational offerings of 
New York, the Jersey shore, mountain 
resorts and the Garden State Arts Center, 
all of which can be reached in less than an 
hour. Workers in local industries who live 
great distances from Edison often find it 
very convenient and profitable in terms of 
travel time to continue their employment 
here. Employers also tap a vast reservoir 
of talents which may be distant in space 
yet very near in time.
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HOSPITALS
Servicing the entire Central Jersey 
area, Edison is proud of its growing 
importance as a center for hospital 
care. The merger in 1970 of the 205 
bed John F. Kennedy Community 
Hospital with the Middlesex 
Rehabilitation Center has resulted 
in the development of a modern 415 
bed general hospital. In addition to 
the excellent in-patient care, an 
innovative out-patient program 
assures maximum utilization of 
resources and increased benefits 
for patients.
A Family Practice Residency program, 
approved by the American Medical 
Association, began in July 1976 at J.F.K. 
This program is designed to train family 
doctors with the skills associated with 
general practitioners but with the added 
dimension of intensive post-graduate 
training. It will accommodate 18 medical 
school graduates in a 3-year program. 
Also located in Edison is Middlesex 
County’s 326 bed Roosevelt Hospital and 
Annex, specializing in the treatment of 
pulmonary and respiratory diseases. 
An additional 3500 beds are 
maintained within ten miles of 
Edison’s borders at more than a 
dozen modern hospitals. Most of 
these are general hospitals which, 
like Edison’s J.F.K. Community 
Hospital, have engaged in continuing 
expansion programs in recent years 
in order to keep pace with Central 
Jersey’s dynamic growth.
Seven ambulances, manned by 
trained volunteer first aid squads, 
provide round-the-clock emergency 
service to all hospitals at a rate 
exceeding 5,000 calls per year. 
Nearby are the fine hospitals and 
research facilities of New Brunswick, 
Newark and Union County. The 
Piscataway Campus of the Rutgers 
College of Medicine and Dentistry 
is just across Edison’s boundary line 
and many world famous medical 
institutions and research facilities 
of New York and Philadelphia are 
only an hour away by rail or highway.
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EDISON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM
The responsibility for the operation of the 
school system rests with a seven (7) member 
appointed Board of Education. The diligent 
and sincere service of Board Members has 
been demonstrated by the orderly growth and 
development of an outstanding educational 
program. In slightly over two decades the 
public school population in Edison increased 
from less than 2,000 students in grades K-6 to 
15,000 students in grades K-12. During this 
period sevral bond referanda were approved 
by the electorate and the Board of School 
Estimate totaling more than $27,000,000.00 for 
school facilities. Also, the Board of School 
Estimate has consistently approved increases 
in the annual school budget to insure 
necessary personnel services, educational 
supplies and equipment, and various other 
operational needs—Operating budgets 
approximate 28,000,000 per year. The 
development of a comprehensive educational 
program and the expansion of physical 
facilities has been accomplished while 
maintaining a comparatively moderate and 
stable tax rate for the taxpayers of Edison. 
There are, today, twenty-two school buildings 
in the educational complex—15 elementary 
schools, 4 junior-high schools, 2 senior-high 
schools, and a special education facility. 
Classroom space consists of 612 regular 
classrooms and 82 special-purpose rooms, 
exclusive of gymnasiums, libraries, and 
administrative areas.
The professional staff of the school system 
has grown from less than 60 members in 1950 
to 1043 members for the 1976-77 school year. 
In addition to classroom teachers and 
administrators, the professional staff includes 
speech therapists, reading specialists, 
guidance counselors, psychologists, social 
workers, learning disability specialists, nurses 
and the services of other specialists. The 
educational program is comprehensive and 
diversified.
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EDISON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM
Approximately two-thirds of each graduating 
class enrolls in some type of higher education 
—4-year colleges, 2-year colleges, business 
and technical schools, etc. Vocational 
education and work-study programs are 
available for students seeking employment 
following graduation. The needs of severely 
handicapped students are met through the 
programs provided in the special education 
program. A summer school program offers 
remedial assistance and enrichment courses 
in various subject areas for students in 
grades 1 -12. Programs of a similar nature also 
are available on Saturdays for students at the 
secondary level. Opportunity exists for 
students in their senior year of high school to 
enroll in courses at Middlesex County College, 
The Adult Education Program offers a variety 
of courses for the residents of the community, 
co-curricular program at the junior and senior 
high school level provides a variety of after 
school activities.
Enrollment in the Public School System 
peaked at about 15,500 in 1971 and has 
leveled off to 13,300 in 1976, School 
buildings already constructed can 
accomodate an enrollment of 18,000 
Therefore, the need for additions to the 
present physical plant is not likely to be felt 
for at least another 5 to 8 years.
Furthermore, the school expansion program 
throughout this period will include 
modifications in existing buildings in order to 
insure optimum physical facilities at all 
educational levels—elementary, junior-high 
senior-high.
Continuous evaluation of all aspects of the 
curriculum will occur with resultant changes 
in the educational program (K-12). Increasing 
emphasis will focus on developing and 
implementing programs to meet the needs of 
each individual enrolled in the school system. 
In all subject areas—at each grade level-new 
programs and new techniques of teaching will 
be carefully formulated and implemented so 
that all students can proceed most effectively 
through their educational program. 
Opportunities will increase for remedial 
instruction and enrichment courses during the
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EDISON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM
school year, on Saturdays, and in the Summer 
School Program. Accelerated courses 
enabling students to complete their 
educational program in ashortertimespan will 
be more readily available. The work-study 
aspect of the Vocational Educational Program 
will be expanded to offer greater opportunity to 
explore career interests prior to graduation. 
The utilization of physical facilities on a 
twelve-month, day/evening basis will be more 
fully realized—Thus providing an increase in 
programs of an educational and recreational 
nature for school-age children and adult 
residents of the community.
The professional staff will increase so as to 
maintain a favorable student-teacher ratio. 
Increased specialized services by 
professional and para-professional personnel 
will be available in order to meet most 
effectively the individual needs of students. 
These changes and developments in the 
educational system will be achieved in an 
orderly and well-planned manner—providing 
maximum educational opportunity for our 
children and a favorable tax structure for the 
residents of Edison.

Elementary Schools
# 3 P iscatawaytown
# 5 S te iton
# 6 Oak Tree
# 7 C lara Barton
# 8 L inco ln
# 9 W ashington 
#10  Jam es M adison 
#11 Ben jam in  Franklin  
#13  John M arshall 
#14  M en lo  Park
#15 Jam es M onroe 
#16  Lindeneau 
#17  W oodbrook 
#18  M artin  Lu ther King 
#19  F.D.R. (Spec. Ed.) 
#20  Jam es M adison

Secondary Schools
EHS Edison H igh
JPS John P. S tevens
TJ Thom as Je ffe rson  Jr. H igh
JA  John Adam s Jr. H igh
HH H e rb e rt H oove r Jr. H igh
WW W oodrow  W ilson Jr. H igh (G loria  Ave.)
Offices
BO Board O ffice  
SO S u p e rin te n d e n t’s O ffice



Higher Education
Nearby, Rutgers, the State University is the largest educational 
institution in New Jersey. It is dueto become even more important in 
the state’s economy, with an impact that extends far beyond the 
purchasing power of its 4,000 employees and 19,000 day students. 
Situated in the center of an industrial state, Rutgers participates in 
the growing two-way exchange between industry and the 
university.
Recent development of the sprawling Rutgers University complex 
in Central Jersey focuses on the new Kilmer Campus located partly 
in Piscataway Township. Livingston College, the first of three 
colleges planned for the 500 acre site which was formerly a part of 
Camp Kilmer, is now completed.
Middlesex County College opened in September 1966. The College 
offers a comprehensive curriculum designed to train technicians in 
demand by area industry or to prepare students to continue their 
education. The County College is unique in that it began with a 
ready-made campus providing ample room for future growth. The 
200 acres of former Raritan Arsenal land turned over to Middlesex 
County by the Federal Government offers an attractive landscaped 
site ideally suited for educational development.
The County College opened in 1966 with an enrollment of over 
1000-students. Present enrollment exceeds 17,000.
Several new buildings have been added to the campus in the past 
ten years. These include the following; Library, Main Hall, Physical 
Education Complex, Health Technologies Center, College Center, 
Academic Services, Community Learning Center and Performing 
Arts Building.
The College offers 2 year curriculums in Liberal Arts, Science, 
Engineering, Technologies, and Business. The Division of 
Continuing Education makes available the opportunity for individual 
and educational development on a part-time basis with courses 
scheduled during the day, evening, and weekend.
Within easy commuting distance, requiring one hour, or less, of 
travel time from Edison are a number of New Jersey colleges and 
universities: Cook, Douglass, Drew, Fairleigh Dickinson, Kean, 
Jersey City State, Montclair State, Monmouth, N.J. College of 
Medicine and Dentistry, N.J. Institute of Technology, Princeton, 
Rider, Seton Hall, Stevens, Trenton State, and Upsala as well as a 
number of county junior colleges.
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PARKS, RECREATION, FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Parks
Roosevelt Park, developed and operated by the 
Middlesex County Board of Freeholders, is an 
attractive 200 acre facility located entirely in Edison 
Township. It provides wooded areas of century old 
trees, an attractive lake, streams, picnic areas, a 
stadium, tennis courts and an outdoor theatre. 
Another county park is being developed on former 
Raritan Arsenal land adjoining Middlesex County 
College. The State of New Jersey maintains the 30 
acre Edison State Park and Museum in the Menlo 
Park section of town on the site of Thomas A. 
Edison’s original laboratory at the Edison Tower.
Six park sites which range in size from 3 acres to the 
58 acre site adjoining the new municipal building 
complex in the central part of town are being 
developed by the township itself. Together they offer 
facilities for neighborhood areas in all sections of the 
township.
Recreation
Year round supervised recreation activities provided 
for Edison residents of all ages, include hobby 
classes, field trips, indoor and outdoor sports leagues 
and tournaments augmented from time to time by 
special events and instructional programs. The 
township recreation department conducts a full 
range of programs at a number of public and private 
facilities including 35 playgrounds, several indoor 
and outdoor rinks, courts, playing fields, bowling 
lanes, swimming pools and a township-owned 
Raritan River boat basin.

Legend
1. Plainfield Country Club
2. Oak Ridge Golf Club

(Union County Parks Commission)
3. Metuchen Golf & Country Club
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PARKS, RECREATION, FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
A varied senior citizens program provides interesting 
opportunities for less active people to fraternize or 
compete with others whose recreational interests 
and ability to participate are compatible with 
their own.
Major elements of the massive Gateway National 
Park being developed at New York Harbor and its 
approaches by the U.S. Government are less than an 
hour from Edison by car or by boat.
The Meadowlands Sports Complex, offering the 
finest in harness and flat horse racing on the newest 
race course in the country is a half hour from Edison 
via the 12 lane New Jersey Turnpike. The 
Meadowlands is also the new home of the National 
Football League’s Giants. New York’s Yankee 
Stadium and Shea Stadium are only an hour away 
and the big league sports facilities of Philadelphia are 
less than an hour and a half away. All are easily 
accessible by private and public transportation. 
Edison is the home of three excellent well established 
private golf courses, a number of public and private 
tennis courts and private swim clubs.
More than 50 golf courses, public as well as private, 
are less than an hour’s drive from Edison.
Libraries
Edison’s 33,000 registered borrowers may draw 
from just under 100,000 volumes available at the 
township’s main library and two branches. As part of 
the New Jersey regional library network, several 
hundred thousand additional volumes are available 
to Edison residents from other larger libraries in the 
network. Expansion of the local library system is 
continuing at an accelerated rate with additional 
facilities being provided to keep pace with the 
community’s needs.
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CULTURAL “The quality of mercy is not strain’d;
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath; it is twice bless’d.
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes:”

Shakespeare

Undoubtedly much the same may be said of culture for, 
regardless of the art form, it cannot be denied that the 
artist or performer is a better person for having given of 
talent and the listener or beholder is culturally enriched 
for having been a witness to the artistic effort.
Cultural development opportunities abound in Edison 
and its environs for artist and patron alike. The aspiring 
artist or performer not only has excellent local training 
facilities at hand sponsored by Middlesex County 
College, Rutgers University and amateur theater groups 
such as Edison Valley Playhouse, but also the finest that 
New York City has to offer less than an hour from home.
Showcases for the display of the talents of developing 
artists are provided in town by organized programs 
sponsored by the Middlesex County Board of 
Freeholders whose summer outdoor theater productions 
in Edison’s Roosevelt Park are widely acclaimed, the local 
colleges with their excellent modern theaterfacilities, the 
Edison Valley Playhouse and nearby dinner theaters 
whose offerings often play to SRO audiences.
Less than a half hour away via Route #1, thespians on the 
move upward may audition for the productions of the 
nationally acclaimed McCarter Theater at Princeton. This 
regional theater enterprise attracts the finest talent from 
many northeastern states and encourages the 
participation in its auditions of non-professionals as well 
as members of Actors Equity.
Only 20 minutes away at Holmdel via the Garden State 
Parkway, the world renowned Garden State Arts Center 
every summer sponsors a comprehensive range of 
cultural presentations that include operas, art exhibits, 
symphony concerts, musical productions, variety shows, 
ballet, as well as cultural festivals with ethnic appeal 
featuring every imaginable type of talent from strictly 
amateur to the highest caliber of popular and classical 
stage, concert, movie and TV professionals and stars 
including such favorites as Sinatra, Liberace, Anthony 
Newley, Burt Bacharach, Robert Merrill, Leonard 
Bernstein, Mac Davis, Tom Jones and others.
Garden State Arts Center also provides free programs 
each summer for approximately 450,000 school children, 
senior citizens, disabled veterans, orphans and the blind.
Local shopping centers, especially the Menlo Park 
Shopping Center and Edison’s next door neighbor, 
Woodbridge Center, offer year round programs in their 
enclosed modern mails that provide an excellent 
showcase for developing artists of all kinds. At the same 
time shoppers enjoy the entertainment and cultural 
enrichment.
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SHOPPING CENTERS
Menlo Park Shopping Center
A pioneer in the shopping center 
field, Menlo Park Shopping Center is 
located on a 77-acre tract at U. S. 
Route 1 and Parsonage Road. The 
sprawling complex has over one 
million square feet of selling space 
and enclosed climate-controlled 
malls extending over 1,000 feet.
There are over 120 stores, including 
three multi-level department stores, 
two banks, a 1,500 seat movie theater 
and a five-story office building.
The operators of the complex conduct 
a year round program of exhibits, 
demonstrations, concerts and 
presentations in a variety of forms 
with entertainment, educational or 
cultural appeal for patrons on a 
no-charge basis. These presentations 
are usually changed weekly. There is 
parking space for 7,500 cars.
Other Township Shopping Centers 
A number of smaller neighborhood 
shopping centers comprising 8 to 20 
stores are to be found near 
concentrations of living units 
throughout the township. Among 
these are the Nixon, Raritan Valley, 
Edison, Wood Manor Shopping 
Centers and Kilmer Plaza, Oakwood 
Plaza, Colonial Village, and Tano Mall.



MASTER PLAN GOALS
The following Master Plan goals, as prepared by the Planning Board, provide the basis for
all Master Plan proposals. These goals are revisions o f the nine major objectives o f the
previous Master Plan o f 1962.

1. Creation of a safe, attractive, healthful and convenient physical environment. This can 
be accomplished by encouraging the proper relationship between the various types of 
land uses to provide for optimum conditions for residence, commerce and industry.

2. Provision for a broad range of housing types and densities to meet the needs of various 
age, income and family size groups. By appropriate admixture of single-family 
detached housing, townhouses, garden apartments, high-rise apartments and other 
types an attractive environment can be had by all.

3. Development of a community and neighborhood identity in the Township by a proper 
balance of land uses, appropriately placed community facilities, and a road pattern 
which strengthens the cohesiveness of the community and retains neighborhood 
identity within the community.

4. Provision of adequate community facilities to maximize the educational, cultural, 
recreational, and aesthetic opportunities of Township residents. Locations for needed 
facilities should be pinpointed on the Master Plan and where possible acquired through 
the cooperation of developers.

5. Adequate provision of municipal services to assure a safe and healthful community.

6. Development of functional traffic circulation and street design properly related to the 
varied pattern of land use and designed to provide convenient, safe and efficient 
movement within and through the Township. Creation of a functional street design 
will reduce the total area of the Township that has to be devoted to street purposes, 
will lower the cost of maintenance, will increase the safety and speed of through 
movement and will add to the amenity of residential and other districts.

7. Encouragement of a sound and diversified economic base as a source both of a stable 
tax base and of economic opportunities for the local labor force.

8. Broadening of tax base through the encouragement of industrial, commercial, and 
high-density residential uses to supplement the tax base and thus to provide sufficient 
financial resources to support the quantity and quality of urban services and facilities 
without imposing undue burden on the individual taxpayer.

9. Maintenance of high aesthetic standards in the determination of land development 
patterns. Aesthetic standards should guide the design and regulation of structures and 
other visual elements in the community.
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ABOUT THE COVER

The Edison Tower —
The Edison Tower, located on the site oj the original 

laboratory at Menlo Park, New Jersey, to which Thomas 
A h a  Edison moved in 1876, was erected in 1937 as a 
monument to the great inventor. The Tower was the 
gift of William Slocum Bar stow to The Thomas Alva 
Edison Foundation of which he was President. It was 
dedicated on February I I , 1938, the ninety-first anni
versary of the inventor s birth.

Good Living in Edison —
Edison is an old community dating back t0 Revolu

tionary War days. Earlier it was kno‘vn as Raritan 
Township. Fine old trees flourish throughout the area 
— deep rooted, as are many of our citizens, as is evi
denced by the many fine, livable homes briefly illus
trated on the cover.

Major Highways By sect Edison —

The cover aerial view shows a typical section of the
fine highways that are a great asset to the township 
and surrounding area. Here are major highways serving 
Edison— among which are the New Jersey Turnpike. 
Route One, the Garden State Parkway and the new 
Freeway # 2 8 7 .

Industry Thrives in Edison —
Shown on this section of the cover are representative 

industrial plants oj many nationally known manufac
turers. None less important is the ever increasing num 
ber of smaller and medium size factories that dot the 
area, all contributing to the economy and the bustling 
growth oj the community.

T H I S  B R O C H U R E
This EDISON Industrial brochure is an im

portant document that should be of interest 
to all Edison residents - - - It should be of 
special interest to Industry Executives already 
in our area, as well as those who are con
sidering adopting EDISON as their business 
home.

HERE . . .  IS THE HERITAGE OF GREATNESS.

T homas  A lva E dison 
The Wizard 

of Menlo Park

“He has led no armies into 
battle — he has conquered no coun
tries — he has enslaved no peoples — 
yet, he wields a power the magnitude 
of which no warrior ever dreamed . .

This democratic, kfindly, mod
est man has bestowed upon the human 
race blessings instead of bondage, serv
ice instead of serfdom, construction in
stead of conquest . . . H e is humanity’s 
friend.”



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Anthony M . Yelencsics 
Mayor
Edison, New Jersey

T h e  E D I S O N  S T O R Y  
L o w  T a x e s  a n d  H i g h  P u r p o s e

E  v e r  since the days when Thomas A. Edi
son made our Menlo Park the home of his 
famous laboratory, this community has sym
bolized success. Here, industry thrives in an 
environment of low and stable taxes . . . 
in a community where government knows 
the value of its industrial residents . . . 
where labor and management have achieved 
maturity.

The key to the continued growth that 
has attracted many desirable industries who

have made their home in Edison is in large 
measure due to our Master Plan, a profes
sionally developed blueprint to keep prog
ress orderly and balanced. It is within the 
scope of this Master Plan that Edison com
bines industrial leadership . . . and a fine 
residential community.

On behalf of all our new neighbors, I 
welcome and invite all its personnel to join 
with us in keeping Edison a “shining light” 
for the State.
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F ac ts  a b o u t  

th e  T o w n s h ip  o f  
E D IS O N  

an d  

a b it o f  
H is to ry

EDISON TOWNSHIP enjoys a heritage of great
ness. It was here, at Menlo Park, that Thomas Alva 
Edison started his “invention factory”. It was here, 
too, that he sparked the keen minds of men of 
science and industry which increased, beyond meas
ure, employment opportunities and to cause the de
velopment and expansion of industry, not only in 
this area, but throughout the nation.

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED
Edison is located in northern Middlesex County, 

New Jersey, to the north of Raritan River. Edison 
Township’s thirty-two square miles stretch nine 
miles from the City of New Brunswick and Sayre- 
ville on the south to Clark Township and Scotch 
Plains on the north, and spreads five miles from 
Piscataway Township and South Plainfield on the 
west to Woodbridge Township on the east.

The Township is a combination residential and 
industrial community with a population exceeding 

*U>0,000 (second largest in Middlesex County), 
homes numbering over 14,000 and ratables in ex
cess of $400,000,000.00 true value. Edison’s stra
tegic location, approximately only 25 miles from 
New York City, is easily accessible to other large 
metropolitan areas; a matter of minutes to Newark 
and some ninety minutes to Philadelphia by rail or 
express highways. Then, too, close by are the Shore 
Resort areas.

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT
Edison’s government is the Mayor-Council form 

— Plan “E” under the Faulkner Act (strong Mayor 
and Business Administrator) and was adopted in 
1957.

AGGRESSIVE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM

Since 1958, when the new form of government 
went into effect, a great program of capital improve

ments has been advanced to pace the orderly growth 
of housing and industry in the Township. Included 
are almost 300 miles of permanent paving on town
ship-owned roads, installation of many more miles 
of curbs and gutters, storm and sanitary sewers 
plus sidewalks. At the same time, strengthening of 
subdivision regulations made developers assume a 
larger and more equitable share of similar improve
ments in subdivisions.

One of the original signers with the Middlesex 
County Trunk Sewer Authority, Edison is now in 
the final stages of its own sewer construction pro
gram which connects every section of the township 
with the large Raritan Valley system.

FAST, FREQUENT TRANSPORTATION
Edison is on the mainline of the Pennsylvania Rail
road. Suburban commuter schedules to New York 
surpasses similar service from Long Island and ef
ficient freight transfer is served by the Lehigh Valley 
and Philadelphia & Reading Railroads. Also, the 
most important highways in the state bisect Edison. 
The New Jersey Turnpike — the beautiful Garden 
State Parkway — Route One — Freeway 287 — 
The Lincoln Highway, plus other major arteries all 
give Edison a network of highways unsurpassed in 
the nation.

HISTORIC BACKGROUND
The Township of Edison is located in the very 

center of an area rich in history, dating back beyond 
the Revolutionary War days, when hardy Dutch and 
Swedes arrived in the middle of the 17th Century.

Formerly known as Raritan Township, the name 
was changed to Edison in 1954. Raritan Township 
was part of Woodbridge and Piscataway Townships 
before 1870. The area was then incorporated as a 
Township with Washington, Metuchen and Raritan 
proposed as names. “Raritan” is derived from the 
Raritan tribe of Lenni-Lenape Indians which once 
inhabited the area.



NEW JERSEY LAND of AMAZING ADVANTAGES

The “Geography" of EDISON . . .  its key location at the vital 
crossroads of the greatest industrial growth 
in Middlesex County and New Jersey NEW JERSEY. . .  in the geographic 

center of the world’s richest market.
New Jersey — a Major Market —

New Jersey is a major market in itself, and has 
one of the highest per family effective buying in
comes in the nation: $8,737 per household. Cross 
the river into the Greater New York Consolidated 
Area and you add 11,000,000 prospects with a per 
household buying income of $8,328. At the other 
end of the state, cross the Delaware into the metro
politan Philadelphia area and another 4,500,000 
people come into the marketing orbit with a per 
household effective buying income of $7,924.

22,000,000 People of Wealth and Buying Power —

Nowhere else in America is there a closely con
tained market of approximately 22,000,000 people 
representing such wealth and buying power. Inter
laced highways and turnpikes speed the flow of 
traffic in this area and with New Jersey as the 
geographical center of the eastern seaboard, one- 
third of the nation’s population is within overnight 
shipping distance! Further indication 
of New Jersey’s marketing importance, 
are its six cities with a population of 
over 100,000 people. They are New
ark with 405,220; Jersey City with 
276,101; Elizabeth, 107,698; Cam
den, 117,159; Paterson, 143,663 and Trenton with 
114,167.

New Jersey is still growing— and fast. Its popu
lation has increased over 25 % in the past 10 years. 
The northern section of the state showed the more 
rapid growth, in and around Middlesex County, ac
counting for approximately two-thirds of the net 
population increase.

NEW JERSEY and EDISON are in the 
middle of the great MEGALOPOLIS *

Megalopolis is the urbanized strip of land ex
tending along the Atlantic Seaboard between Maine 
and. Virginia and reaching inland some 150-200 
miles to the Appalachian foothills. It has a unique 
constellation of large cities with 
more than a million population—
Boston, New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington,
D. C. — plus a dozen 
more.

- - - A WORD FROM 
GOVERNOR HUGHES -

Since the birth of our nation, the State of 
New Jersey has pioneered and achieved na
tional and international prominence as the 
cradle of American industry. New Jersey has 
the most diversified manufacturing, research 
and technical expertise of any state in our 
nation.
New Jersey is more than factories, industry, 
ports, and railroads. Our state government 
and local communities have long shared in 
partnership to build corporate prosperity in 
an outstanding setting of scenic and natural 
beauty providing the widest scope of recrea
tional, educational and cultural opportunities 
for our people.

From Jean Gottmann’s “Megalopolis" 
Published by Twentieth Century Fund Governor
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...and now EDISON and N EW  B R U N SW IC K  -  M ID D LE S E X  County -  Area seen as 
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These are rail and highway transportation fa
cilities, a cultural anchorage and potential for 
industrial and commercial urbanization pro
viding great increase in job potential and suf
ficient outlying open space.
The transportation requirement is met here by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad mainline from New 
York City to Philadelphia which passes 
through New Brunswick and the modern high
way arteries of the New Jersey Turnpike, 
Routes 1 and 287 and the nearby connection 
to the Garden State Parkway.

Population Impact Area Map in
dicates population spread outward 
from the “Old Cities” core (black
ened area) covering New York 
City, Hudson County, Newark and 
Elizabeth, through “The Old Sub
urbs” (shaded area) to “the Re
gional Frontier” (remaining area 
within the circle), bringing popula
tion of 30 million to 22-county tri
state area by the year 2000, ac
cording to studies by the Regional 
Plan Association.

non

Regional Planners Feel Area Outstanding 
for Great Development
A long range proposal was released by the Regional 
Plan Association after a final meeting yesterday with 
the RPA Planners and a blue ribbon committee of 
civic and cultural leaders of the area.
Planners say development of such a long range study 
is necessary to prevent the spread of social and eco
nomic blight which has so badly crippled New York 
City and the immediate vicinity. Successful planning, 
they say, can make the inevitable urbanization bene
ficial rather than cancerous.

Middlesex County and 
Edison in Spot Light

The RPA studies indicate the present Middlesex 
County population of close to 500,000 will swell to 
more than 1 million by 1985, a total necessary to 
economically support the type of central service facil
ities envisioned for this area.
Planners feel that the New Brunswick area, at least 
among the proposed New Jersey sites, is outstanding 
because of its possession of several essential require
ments of the central service center concept. M IL E S

THE TR ESTATE METROPOLITAN R E T  ON
mm 2  2 COUNTY RPA REGION  

3 1'COUNTY S T U D Y  A PEA 
Hi C o r e  -  t h e  o l d  c i t i e s . 

n  IN N ER  R lN &  - THE ocP su& jRB?

□  THE REGIONAL FRONTIER.

□  OUTER R/NG-
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The GOVERNMENT of EDISON

As stated elsewhere, Edison’s Government pro
vides for a strong Mayor-Council form of Local 
Government. This “Plan E” is set forth in Article 
7 of the Optional Municipal Charter Law which 
went into effect in Edison Township January 1958.

GOVERNING BODY OF EDISON
Municipal Council

Bernard J. Dwyer, President 
Lewis M. Bloom Frank A. Marchitto
Norman E. Freeman James J. McDonnell 
Frank G. Lankey Dr. William Toth

Municipal Officials
Anthony M. Yelencsics, Mayor
John A. Delesandro, B us. Administrator
Joseph F. Hughes, Dir. of Finance
William Godwin, Dir. of Public Works
Oscar Kaus, Township Clerk
John J. Zimmerman, Township Engineer
R ichard F. Knudson, Tax Collector
George H. Thompson, Bldg. Inspector
Stephen J. Capestro, Dir. Health, Welf. & Rec.
Stephen J. Capestro, Act. Dir. Pks. &

Pub. Bldgs.
Christian J. Jorgensen, Township Attorney 
Roland A. Winter, Magistrate 
John W. Ellmyer, Jr., Chief of Police 
Joseph Simon, Supervisor of Fire 
Harold Saffer, Director of CDDC 
Dr. A. P. Capparelli, Health Officer 
John Mooney, Tax Assessor 
Mrs. I. Crooker, Librarian

TOWNSHIP OF EDISON
Municipal Building

Woodbridge & Plainfield Aves., Edison 
John A. Delesandro 

Business Administrator 
Telephone: 287-0900

Planning and Zoning in EDISON

Township officials have been well aware of the need 
for proper zoning controls and for long-range plan
ning to guarantee the orderly growth of the commu
nity. A complete Master Plan was prepared for 
Edison with the help of the Fels Institute of Local 
and State Government, and the University of Penn
sylvania, who were retained as consultants to the 
Township Planning Board.

In 1966 the well known planning firm of Herbert H. 
Smith Associates, were engaged to study and update 
the Master Plan which provides the Township with 
guidelines for the full utilization of its assets in an 
orderly growth pattern designed with the best interests 
of all EDISON residents.

The Master Plan provides for land use, recreation 
areas, improved transportation and traffic plans, for 
scheduled capital improvement projects based on 
sound financial programming, and for the coordina
tion of all municipal projects. As a direct result of 
the completed Master Plan, the Municipal Council 
adopted a new zoning ordinance in June, 1963. Under 
this ordinance, nearly 40% of the Township is zoned 
for industrial use, and about 35% for residential use. 
The remainder is zoned for commercial uses (approx
imately 3.2%), parks, playgrounds, public uses.

EDISON has a Broad-Based, Balanced, Equitable 
Tax System . . . New Ratables.
The year 1964-65 marked a unique development in 
the history of Edison Township. The Federal Govern
ment closed two military installations — Raritan Ar
senal and Camp Kilmer — and made available for 
enlightened development over 3,000 acres of land 
which up to this time was tax exempt. Much of this 
land has now been converted to highly desirable in
dustrial uses, one developer alone having created an 
outstanding industrial complex of over 2300 acres 
with excellent rail, water and highway transportation 
facilities on the site.
The huge multi-million dollar Fedders plant has been 
built on another near-by 100 acre section of the for
mer Raritan Arsenal, while much of the remaining 
acreage now contains numerous industrial plants of 
all sizes valued at several millions of dollars. These 
are grouped for the most part in modern industrial 
parks which are equipped with excellent water, sewer 
and transportation facilities.
Within one year after the release of the Raritan Ar
senal and Camp Kilmer by the Federal Government, 
$3,000,000.00 in ratables, much in the form of land 
only, was added to the local tax rolls. An annual 
increase of several millions more is expected for at 
least the next decade as new buildings are completed 
and added to the tax rolls.

io% 20% 30% 40%
E D I S O N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L

To E D I S O N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L

To MIDDLESEX County 20.68% -  1964

To MIDDLESEX County 20.65% 1965

58% -  1964

1965

60%
SYSTEM

♦Newly in tro 'duced as p a rt o f the  b reakdow n of 
tax ra tes by the  C ounty Tax Board, it inc ludes 
e xem p tions  fo r senior c itizens and ve te rans, i

70%
63.12%' -

I
65.8%

80% 90%
1964

1965

Where the TAXPAYER’S Dollar goes...
It required $5,968,911 to operate Edison Township during 
1965. Revenues totaled $6,973,062. However, only 09.89 
cents of every tax dollar received was available and used 
by the township.
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The above organization chart is largely self-explanatory. The “LEGEND” (key) shows the lines of supervision 
and various advisory functions of boards and agencies. Also elected and appointed officials are designated.
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Gracious Homes —  Medium and Low Cost Dwellings - 
Modem Housing Developments all abound in EDISONGOOD LIVING IN EDISON

The Township of Edison is located in the center of an 
area rich in history, dating back beyond the Revolutionary 
W ar Days, when hardy D utch and Swedes arrived in the 
middle of the 17th century.

F rom  a prosperous farm ing com m unity, this area has seen 
one of the most phenom enal transform ations and develop
ments of any township in New Jersey. Residential sections 
abound —  from  old established, stable hom e areas to newer, 
m odern housing developments tha t offer attractive homes in 
every price level.

Im portant, too, is the location tha t greatly enhances this 
area and affords m any plus advantages for fine suburban 
living. M etropolitan New Y ork is but an hour away. M ere 
m inutes get you to the finest shopping centers, plus quick 
accessibility to the seashore, w ith boating and inviting 
beaches —  and other recreational facilities.

8



Business and Industry 
. . .  writer - analyst 
Walter (Pete) Shepard 
of the New Brunswick 
Home News 
speaks his mind 
about EDISON —

“Our continuing expansion is the 
best evidence of our confidence 
in Edison. We appreciate the co
operation that the community has 
given to our progress. We are hap
py to be here.”

W illiam M. Day, General M anager 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
Television - Radio Division

With a namesake such as Thomas A. Edison 
— one of the nation’s great geniuses — the 
Township of Edison could hardly help but 
be a center of greatness.

Located as it is within overnight distance 
of one-third of the nation’s population, it is 
blessed with the many attributes necessary 
for a thriving center of industry, business 
and research.

Markets and manpower are readily available; 
transportation is fast and plentiful; educa
tional facilities at all levels are at hand; and 
living and recreational opportunities are to 
be easily found to meet all needs.

That these are very real assets is demon
strated to an impressive degree by the num
ber and size of the Township’s industrial, 
research and business installations which, 
important though they are, are only an in
dication of greater things to come.

The Edison light shines truly bright.

“We have enjoyed growing with 
Edison Township as our operation 
is a most successful one. The ex
pansion of our facilities is testi
mony to Edison Township’s in
dustrial aggressiveness. We are 
proud and happy to be a part of 
this wonderful community.”

Frank T. DeAngelis, President 
L. A. Dreyfus Company 
(Subsidiary of Wm. Wrigley Co.)

“Industrial advantages plus a fa
vorable and congenial environ
ment for business were compelling 
reasons for selecting Edison, as 
the site for Fedders newest and 
largest plant and corporate head
quarters.”

Salvatore Giordano, President 
& Chairm an of the Board 

Fedders Corporation

9



ED ISO N  has attracted all types of 
IN D U S TR Y  from  far and w ide

Edison can be justly proud and thankful that its unprecented growth 
has included the establishment of many large nationally known industries 
within its boundaries. The Township’s ideal location, its unexcelled trans
portation facilities, its favorable tax rate and tremendous labor market of 
millions within 45 minute commuting distance are prime factors in attract
ing industry with the result that approximately one-third of Edison’s 
ratables are industrial.

:
|

-  .  - E D I S O N  I N T E f t C H  A N G F TO NEW YORK <& LONG ISLAND VIA VERRAZANO NARROWS BRIDGE h I 1 .....

EXISTING R.R. SIDINGS Direct connections with—

Typical Raritan Center 
Warehouse Building

PARKWAY

Mammoth Raritan Arsenal goes Civilian
Raritan Center . . . 2,350 acres . . .  is in 
large part the former Raritan Arsenal in 
Edison, New Jersey. It is presently being 
developed into the largest, newest concept 
of a planned industrial, commercial, re
search center on the East Coast.

AMERICAN HOSPITAL SUPPLY CORPORATION ►

Eastern headquarters for American Hospital Supply 
Corporation of Evanston, Illinois. One of the largest 
hospital supply companies in the United States and 
one of the first large plants to be erected at 
Raritan Center.

...the New EDISON INTERCHANGE
One of the most important major highway link developments in all of 

New Jersey is the new Edison Interchange connecting the New Jersey Turnpike 
and State Freeway 287, which directly serve-Edison. This proposed inter
change will be one of the largest in the State, offering direct access to all 
the major highway systems. The construction of this strategic network 
connecting the expressways of the New Jersey Turnpike, Route 287 and 
Woodbridge Ave. plus the nearby interchange with the Garden State Park
way, adds greatly to the present existing efficient pattern servicing the entire 
Edison area.

It was a major victory for Edison Officials when 
this important interchange was secured.

OWENS-ILLINOIS
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EDUCATION IN EDISON A  M odern Public School System

Through the years beginning in 1950, the 
school population in Edison mushroomed from 
less than 2,000 pupils in grades K-6 to the 
current 13,858 in grades K-12. The profes
sional staff has grown from approximately 60 
people to 685. The number of buildings in
creased from 6 elementary schools to a total 
of 20 buildings — 15 elementary, 3 junior 
highs and 2 senior high schools. Classroom 
space has been increased through new con
struction from 65 classrooms to some 431 
regular classrooms, and 43 special purpose 
rooms, exclusive of gym, libraries and adminis
tration areas.

Nine bond referenda were approved by the 
electorate and Board of School Estimate .for 
more than $18,000,000 in school facilities. The 
educational system and physical plant expansion 
has been accomplished in Edison while main
taining a moderate and stable tax rate to the 
taxpayers of Edison.

The educational program is broad and diversi
fied and every effort is made to meet the needs 
of the pupils attending the Edison schools. 
Plans are being formulated to expand Edison 
school system at the present time. This expan
sion will be accomplished in an orderly and 
business like manner, as in the past, to main
tain our favorable tax structure and to provide 
all necessary educational facilities for our 
children. - , —mw.

count*
EDISON TOWNSHIP HIGH

JAMES MONROE

THOMAS JEFFERSON JUNIOR HIGH

JOHN MARSHALL

MENLO PARK

LINDENEAU

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

l

1

*
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Higher Education

comes to EDISON . . . |4 , J
MIDDLESEX

County College
c c

The Middlesex County College, opening in Sep
tember 1966, offers a comprehensive curriculum 
designed to train technicians in demand by area 
industry or to prepare students to continue their 
education. The County College is unique in that 
it begins with a ready-made campus providing am-, 
pie room for future growth. The 161 acres of for
mer Raritan Arsenal land turned over to Middlesex 
County by the Federal Government offers an at
tractive landscaped site ideally suited for educa
tional development. Effective use of the natural 
beauty of the arsenal land and existing buildings in 
the initial stages of the college’s operations has 
been an important part of County College planning.

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE
The County College’s first class — approximately 
700 full-time day students and 300 to 400 Evening 
Division students —  will make use of several build
ings turned over to the college by the government. 
The initial $3,626,000 development program in
cludes renovation of present buildings suitable for 
use as classrooms, laboratories, faculty offices and 
student facility areas.
By September 1967, when the college will start its 
second full year of operation, three new buildings 
to be constructed at a cost of $2,400,000 will be 
ready. These are the Library, the Academic- 
Science Building, and Physical Education Building.
The college’s Board of Trustees has directed the 
development of a comprehensive but flexible Mas-

“Middlesex County College will be the leader of 
commuhity colleges in the State of New Jersey.”

Richard J. Hughes, Governor

THE PROJECTED growth of the Middlesex County College to the year 
1974 is shown in the illustration (above) of the model of the campus 
and buildings. The facilities to be constructed will have an estimated 
value of $21,000,000.

ter Plan for overall development of the campus to 
the year 1974 when an enrollment of 5,000 full
time students is anticipated. The buildings on the 
campus at that time are expected to have a value 
of more than $21,000,000.

THE ROLE OF THE COUNTY COLLEGE
Middlesex County’s phenomenal growth has

brought increased urgency to the need for ex
panded post-high school educational opportunities. 
On one hand, the higher education needs of young
sters and adults in the county must be met. On the 
other, industry’s critical need for skilled technicians 
in an increasingly complex economy must also be 
filled. The College will be a multi-purpose, two- 
year institution offering curriculums to prepare 
students for specialized jobs in industry as well as 
curriculums to prepare students for transfer into 
the junior year of four-year colleges.

WHAT THE COLLEGE WILL OFFER
The College will offer curriculums in Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, Business (Accounting-Marketing- 
Secretarial Science), Nursing Education (R.N. Li
cense Program), Engineering Science (first two 
years of engineering), and Electrical, Chemical 
and Laboratory Technologies. At the end of the 
two years, students will be eligible for the Associate 
in Arts or the Associate in Applied Science degree. 
All curriculums will include courses in English, 
history, mathematics, science and economics.

In addition, the college is participating in various 
loan, grant and scholarship programs provided by 
both the Federal Government and the State of New 
Jersey. The Middlesex County College Foundation, 
Inc., is a non-profit, independent agency formed as 
a vehicle to permit individuals, groups or corpora
tions to donate gifts or financial assistance which 
would help students needing financial assistance.

^  THE LIBRARY,
now under construction, will have a 
capacity of between 30,000 and 40,000 
volumes; it will be fully air-conditioned 
with a total area of 25,000 square feet. 
Future additions to the Library will ex
pand the building to 100,000 square feet.

THE ACADEMIC-SCIENCE BUILDING ^  
shown here is one of three new build
ings scheduled for completion by Sep
tember 1967. The one-level classroom 
and laboratory building will cover 49,800 
square feet and will include an academic 
wing and a science section.

15



Nearby RUTGERS I *  The STATE UNIVERSITY

On November 10, 1766, William Franklin, Royal 
Governor of New Jersey and son of Benjamin Frank
lin, issued a charter for the establishment of the 
Eighth college to be founded in the American Colonies. 
The charter was issued by authority of George III, 
King of England, and the college was named Queen’s 
in honor of his consort, Charlotte of Mecklenburg.

In the fall of 1771 the college first began operation. 
Like many early colleges, it encountered rough going 
and only its Grammar School was in operation much 
of the time. In 1825 the name of the college was 
changed to Rutgers in honor of Colonel Henry Rut
gers, a Revolutionary hero and philanthropist.

Perhaps the most significant landmark in the College’s 
evolution occurred in 1864 when Rutgers was desig
nated the Land-Grant College of New Jersey, and 
the Scientific School was soon established. In 1945 
Rutgers was named the State University of New Jer
sey, and its growth since the end of World War II 
has been enormous.

In recent years, Rutgers has spilled across the Raritan 
River to grow on two nearby campuses. The Science 
Center on the University Heights campus has grown 
into an interdisciplinary complex of buildings that 
includes the world-famous Institute of Microbiology, 
built with royalties from the sale of streptomycin, 
discovered at Rutgers in the laboratories of Dr. Sel- 
man A. Waksman, Nobel Prize Winner of 1952.

OLD QUEENS —  Now the administrative hub of Rutgers, 
Old Queens once housed the entire college. The three- 
story structure, created by John McComb, has been called 
one of the finest examples of federal architecture in the 
United States.

DOUGLASS COLLEGE LIBRARY — Douglass College, founded 
in 1918 as the New Jersey College for Women. The wo
men’s division of Rutgers is one of the largest women’s 
colleges in the nation.

Already the largest educational institution in the 
State, Rutgers is due to become even more important 
in the state’s economy, with an impact that extends 
far beyond the purchasing power of its 3,400 em
ployees and 15,000 day students. Situated in the 
center of an industrial state, Rutgers participates in 
the growing two-way exchange between industry and 
the university.
Research and study are important factors in all divi
sions Approximately $9.7 million was invested in 
research at Rutgers during the 1964-65 year.

Nearby, Rutgers has been given 500 acres of land 
formerly part of Camp Kilmer. Three new coeduca
tional undergraduate colleges are to be constructed 
on the site.

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING —  The Engineering Center 
built with $5.6 million in funds from the 1959 College Bond 
Issue, was opened in 1963. Another portion will be added 
to the building later. Elmer C. Easton, a member of the 
Middlesex County Planning Board, is Dean.

PHYSICS BUILDING —  Institute of Microbiology —  The
Physics Building and Lecture Hall in the Science Center 
were dedicated in 1964. Also part of the center is the 
Institute of Microbiology, the Center of Alcohol Studies,

Nelson Biological Laboratories, Wright Laboratories (Chem
istry), pilot laboratory for Rutgers Medical School, the 
College of Engineering, and the building housing the $2.5 
million Van de Graaff tandem accelerator, used to study 
the structure of the atom.



PARKS -  RECREATION -  FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY -

Edison’s most popular program of recreation by far 
is centered around playground activities at twenty 
well equipped and supervised locations throughout 
the township. Their instructional and recreational 
programs appeal to youngsters of all age groups 
who enjoy them either as participants or spectators.

During the summer season Edison Township main
tains a boat dock on the Raritan River for use of 
residents on a permit basis. The Recreation De
partment also conducts softball, golf, bridge, track 
and basketball tournaments.

Other programs with special appeal to teenagers, 
adults and even senior citizens attract considerable 
interest on a year round basis.

The Middlesex County Board of Freeholders pro
vides two extensive outdoor recreational complexes 
in Edison. Roosevelt Park with its attractive lake, 
stadium, tennis courts, outdoor theatre, and picnic 
areas contribute much to the enjoyment of all 
county residents as well as those of Edison. The 
County Golf Course at the former Raritan Arsenal 
site is very popular and highly regarded by de
votees of the Scottish pastime.

Parks, play
grounds and 
recreational 
facilities all 
receive en
thusiastic use

THE NEW
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Edison’s $250,000.00 main library and 
its satellite units located in various sec
tions of the township offer a wide va
riety of material for reading enjoyment 
or reference.

17



The Efficient Department of Public Safety

DIVISION OF FIRE
The Fire Department of the Township of Edison, 

under the direction of Mayor Anthony Yelencsics, 
Acting Director of Public Safety is a highly efficient 
fire fighting unit, equipped with modern fire fight
ing equipment

The Uniformed Paid Division consists of a 
Supervisor, five Captains and 38 firemen.

The Fire Prevention Bureau is headed by the 
Supervisor and is charged with the enforcement of 
the National Fire Prevention Code.

The Auxiliary force consists of 190 volunteers, 
five companies, strategically located in five Fire 
Precinct stations throughout the Township. The 
Volunteer companies elect their own Precinct Fire 
Chief and other line officers and are charged with

the responsibility of extinguishing fires within their 
Precinct.

Three fire stations, located throughout the high 
value areas, are manned at all times by assigned 
paid personnel and backed by a volunteer force.

Fire headquarters receives all Fire alarms and 
dispatches men and equipment, activates fire sirens, 
in accordance with running-card set up designed 
for this purpose. The switchboard is manned at all 
times by men who are rated as dispatchers.

The equipment consists of twelve (12) triple 
combination pumpers, one (1) Aerial snorkel unit, 
two (2) brush units, and four (4) transportation 
units. All units are equipped with two-way radios.

The Supervisor of the Department is responsible 
for the administration of the Department.

DIVISION OF POLICE

The task of providing constant maximum law 
enforcement is the responsibility of the 87 member 
Township of Edison Police Department.

Under the direction of the Chief of Police, the 
four well-functioning divisions, Uniformed Police; 
Detective Bureau; Juvenile Aid and Traffic Control 
operate at peak efficiency.

The department has four Captains, seven Lieu
tenants of Police, four Lieutenants of Detectives, 
six Detectives, twelve Sergeants, and 43 patrolmen 
which force is increased annually to keep pace with 
the growing population of the Township.

In addition to the aforementioned, Edison em
ploys 42 School Crossing Guards and has a well 
trained and cooperative 175 men Corps of Civil 
Defense Auxiliary Policemen.

Edison has 20 police vehicle patrols in four 
police districts covering 5,000 miles each month.

18



The best of SHOPPING CENTERS -  -  BUSINESS AREAS

MENLO PARK SHOPPING CENTER

The Menlo Park Shopping Center, a pioneer in 
the shopping center field, is located on a 77-acre 
tract in Route 1 at Parsonage Road. The sprawl
ing complex has approximately one million square 
feet of selling space and more than 1,000 feet of 
Malls. There are some 65 stores, including three 
department stores, two banks, a 1,500-seat movie 
theater and a five-story office building.
Officially opened in 1960, the Center is presently 
undergoing extensive renovations which will make 
it Central Jersey’s only all-weather, enclosed shop
ping center. The new malls will offer the latest 
in shopping comfort and beauty, with year-round 
temperature controlled climate, new flooring, rest 
areas, kiosks, and a revolving stage, as well as 
fish ponds and a television center.
This shopping center includes such nationally 
known stores as Bamberger’s, Montgomery Ward, 
Franklin Simon, Wallach’s, Bond Clothes, J. C. 
Penney, Woolworth’s. There is parking space for 
7,500 cars.

OTHER NEARBY SHOPPING CENTERS

Kilmer Plaza shopping center, located on Route 
27, includes W. T. Grant Co., Acme Markets, 
Sav-On Drugs, Pittsburgh Paints, Miles Shoes and 
other well known retail outlets.

Several other neighborhood shopping centers (illus
trated), made up of a dozen stores or more, are 
to be found in every section of Edison Township. 
Banking institutions include the main office of The 
Edison Bank and two branch offices of the same 

-institution, the Raritan Valley Bank, two branch 
offices of the First Bank & Trust Co., a branch 
office of the First Savings & Loan Association of 
Perth Amboy and a branch office of the First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association of Westfield.

i WASH:

WOODBRIDGE AVE



Friendly Churches -  A New Hospital -  Other Organizations -
April 1965 saw the unveiling of the new 

$5,200,000 John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital 
(in miniature). This new hospital will serve 
more than 90,000 residents of Edison, Metuchen 
and Woodbridge.

The five-level non-profit community hospital 
now under construction is located on 37 acres of 
land in the Menlo Park section of Edison, near 
the Metuchen line. It is expected to be com
pleted in 1967.

Among the features outlined by the hospital 
officials are 203 beds, four completely-equipped 
operating rooms and a recovery room; an obstet
rical suite; four diagnostic X-ray rooms; out
patient and emergency facilities; a pharmacy and 
a laboratory; business facilities; four high speed 
elevators and a centralized kitchen.

The basic planning for the hospital permits 
future addition for 150 beds without additional 
cost in the basic structure. A master plan being 
prepared includes facilities on the site for staff 
housing, a medical and dental professional build
ing and a heliport for emergency admitting.

Edison Unveils N ew  M em orial Hospital T, Bbds-eye views of newr 9 John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital

Baptist Churches
Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
Mt. Zion Free Will Baptist 
Piscatawaytown Baptist 
Raritan Valley Baptist 
Stelton Baptist

EDISON
HOUSES
of
WORSHIP

Episcopal Churches
St. James Episcopal 
St. John’s Episcopal

Lutheran Churches
Lutheran Church Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church St. Paul’s 
St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Our Savior Lutheran
Methodist Churches
New Dover Methodist 
Wesley Methodist (of Edison)
Nazarene Church
Church of the Nazarene
Reformed Churches
Grace Reformed, Bonhamtown 

. Grace Reformed Church 
J  Helping Hand Society

Presbyterian Churches
Community Presbyterian 
Oak Tree Presbyterian
Roman Catholic Churches
Church of the Guardian Angels 
Our Lady of Peace

St. Margaret-Mary, Bonhamtown 
St. Matthew’s 
St. Theresa’s
St. Helena (to be constructed)

Synagogues and Temples
Edison Jewish Community Center 

Congregation Beth-El 
Temple Emanu-El

OTHER EDISON 
ORGANIZATIONS

American Legion
Clara Barton Post #324 
Father & Son Post #435, Nixon 

Clara Barton First Aid Squad, Inc. 
Fords

Community Hospital Group, Inc. 
Auxiliary

Edison Chamber of Commerce 
Edison Exchange Club

Edison First Aid Groups 
Edison First Aid & Rescue 

Squad #1, Inc., Nixon 
Edison First Aid & Rescue 

Squad #2, Inc., Menlo Park 
Edison Friends of the Library 
Edison Jaycees
Edison Township Exempt Firemen’s 

Association, Fords 
Edison Volunteer Fire Co. #1 
Edison Township Memorial Post 

#3117 VFW, Nixon 
Elks, Metuchen-EdisonBPOE #1914 
H. K. Volunteer Fire Co.
Kiwanis of Metuchen and Edison 
Knights of Columbus Pope Pius XII 

Council, No. 4885 
Loyal Order of Moose 

Edison Lodge #1978 
Oak Tree Fire Co. #1 
Raritan Engine Co. #1 
Raritan Engine Co. #2



P L A I N S  t o w n s h ^  I J ^ r o N _ c o u ^  ^  

v  #  ----------- — --I m i d d l e s e x  coy

EDISON is in the geo
graphic center of the 
w orld’s richest market, 
only minutes to New 
York City and some 60 
miles to Philadelphia. 
On the main line of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, 
Edison is also served by 
the Lehigh and Reading 
lines.
M ajo r h ighw ays, n e a r
by Newark A irport, plus 
the railroads form a vast 
transportation network, 
the greatest concentra
tion of such facilities in 
the East.

CLARK TOWNSHIP 
-------

PABLED SOLDIERS

CITY OF 
NEW BRUNSWICK

BRUNSWICK
TOWNSHI P
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For information about the 
TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 
Write or call
JOHN A. DELESANDRO 

Business Administrator 
Telephone 287-0900 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Woodbridge & Plainfield Aves., Edison

H I G H S M I T H  45-  102 P R I N T E D  I N  U . S . A .

Created for EDISON Township 
by Earl L. Hadley and Graphics 30 

in cooperation with 
Jennings Kitchen and Grygo Inc.

DATE DUE
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Tow nship o f Edison  ^  j ^  j Ju n e  28, 1964 Twenty-five Cents

Three Hundred Years
By - Bonnalea Peterson

T his y e a r is N ew  Je rsey ’s 
3 0 0 th  ann iv erary . T h e  Jersey- 
m en  a t E d iso n  H ig h  hav e  been  
d o in g  re sea rch  on  th e  h is to ry  o f 
E d iso n  T ow nsh ip . S om e o f th e  
in fo rm a tio n  w e h av e  uncovered  
is in  th is  new spaper.

T h is  a re a  w as once  inh ab ited  
b y  g roups o f L enn i-L enape  and

P ounds a year. Jo h n  B aker w as 
em ployed  in  1694 to  teach  fo r 
six m on ths  on  tria l. T h e  school 
o rd e rs  w ere  th a t:

“Y e school be  k e p t th is  w in 
te r  tim e  un til 9 o ’c lock  at 
n ig h t.”

D u rin g  th e  R ev o lu tio n ary  W ar 
n o  classes w ere  held . W hen  
school w as resum ed , m oney  fo r 
teach ing  ch ild ren  w h o  cou ld  no t

-  a s -TO -______l(fcli'lii|i|i)fr T r'|i1il

T h e  n am e P isca taw ay  was 
derived  fro m  th e  n am e  P isca ta- 
q u a . Settlers m oving  h e re  fro m  
N ew  H a m p sh ire  n am ed  th e  a rea  
P isc a taq u a  a f te r  th e  to w n  w here  
th ey  h a d  p rev iously  lived.

R a r ita n  T o w n sh ip  w as p a r t  
o f  W o o d b rid g e  an d  P isca taw ay  
T ow nsh ip s b e fo re  1870. T h e  
a rea  w as th e n  in c o rp o ra te d  as a 
tow nsh ip  w ith  M etuchen , W ash 
ing ton  an d  R a r ita n  p ro p o sed  as 
nam es. “ R a rita n ,” derived  fro m  
th e  R a rita n  tr ib e  o f  L enn i-L e
nap e  In d ian s  w as chosen.

T h e  first schools w ere  set up  
in M arch , 1689, T h e  first 
sch o o lm aste r o f  th e  O ak  T ree  
Schoo l w as Jam es F u lle r to n ,
TuKT Wiis a  free  sctra o l. M an y  '-tu ry

was ob ta ined  fro m  a ta x  on 
dogs.

P isca taw ay  school w as built 
in  1695 o f  logs and  h a d  an  a m 
p le  p layg round . In sid e  th e  
bu ild ing  w ere  sm all u n p a in ted  
desks, an d  ru d e  oak  slabs fo r 
seats. T h is  schoo l w as dem olish 
ed  b y  th e  h u rr ica n e  o n  Ju n e  19, 
1835. A  new  school to  rep lace  
it  w as bu ilt in  1837. O th er 
schools developed  in  all a reas o f 
th e  tow nsh ip  a t ab o u t th e  sam e 
tim e.

O ne o f  th e  earlies t industries  
w as b rick  m ak ing  in  th e  a rea  o f 
F o rd ’s C o rn e r  and  Sand  H ills.

C o p p e r w as first d iscovered 
in  M en lo  P a rk  in  th e  18th C en- 

T h e -iirrn e  was even t
schools a t th a t tim e  h a d  an  ad 
m ission  fee. A  sch o o lm aste r’s 
sa la ry  a t th is tim e w as a b o u t 24

Jackson Ta'ppen Tavern, Bonhamtown, built 1740. Rumors have it that Wash
ington stopped here. This is entirely possible, since it lay on the 
main turnpike. However, no documentation has come to light to confirm 
this.

Program Edison
Tercentenary Celebration
Official Opening of Edison Tercentenary Celebration—l:30
P .M ., Sunday, June 28, Menlo Park Shopping Center.
An Afternoon of Music — 2:00 P.M., Sunday, June 28 

Menlo Park Shopping Center
300 years of Fashion — 8:00 P.M., Edison Monday, June 29 

High School Auditorium
Thomas A. Edison's First Motion Pictures Tuesday, June 30 

— 8:00 P.M., Edison High School Audi
torium

Historymobile — 10:00 A.M. to 8:00Thursdav. Julv 2 
P . M . ,  Edison H i g h  School Grounds 
Edison Players Present—"The Boyfriend", 
8:30 P.M. — Edison High School Audi
torium

Folk Dances—8:00 P.M., Roosevelt Park Friday, July 3 
Amphitheater

Grand Parade—2:00 P.M., Clara Barton Sunday, July 5 
Area

Admission Free To All Events

Tavern Rates R ev ellers  T a k e  H eed

Officially Set 
In 1748
H o t m eal o f m eat, etc. 10 pence  
C old  m eal o f m eat, etc. 7 pence  
L od ing  p e r n ig h t .........4  pence

J&i -rthfi gill - .. ....
p u rch ased  by  T hom as E dison  to  
secu re  c o p p er fo r his experh  
m ents. *

B randy  by th e  gill .........6 pence
W ine by  th e  q u a rt

tw o  shillings 8 pence  
S trong  beer by  th e  q u a rt

5 pence
C ider by the  q u a rt ......4  pence
M etheg lin  by  th e  q u a rt

one sh illing  6 pence  
T av e rn  ra tes  w ere  regu la ted  

by the  co lonial assem blies, and 
each  tow n was req u ired  to  keep 
an  o rd in a ry  o r  tav ern  fo r  th e  
re lief and e n te r ta in m en t o f 
“s tran g ers .” T h e re  w as a fine 
fo r  th e  om ission  o f th is  civic 
responsib ility  a t th e  ra te  o f 40 
shillings p e r m onth .

O nly inkeepers w ere em pow 
ered to  re ta il liquors in  q u a n ti
ties less th a n  tw o gallons. In  
1677, th e  q u an tity  was reduced  
to  one gallon, and  in 1683 in n 
keepers w ere d eb arred  th e  priv- 
i’ege o f recovering  debts in ex
cess o f five shillings.

T he  assem bly au tho rized  in n 
keepers to  re ta il s trong  liquors 
by the  q uart. T hese  law s led to  
g rea t excesses and  d runkenness 
in several o f  the  tow ns, w ith  the

D ru n k en n ess  was frow ned  
upon— to th e  ex ten t o f  a  one 
shilling  fine fo r  the  first o f
fense, tw o  shillings fo r  th e  sec
ond  offense, an d  tw o shilings 
six pence  fo r th e  th ird . I f  you 
w ere unab le  to  pay  th e  fine, the  
a lte rnative  was co rp o ra l p u n ish 
m en t!.■ " ftiit f r  * -rc rc tte r r  w ere
p laced  in  th e  stocks un til sober.

T he  fines w ere  o f little  use, 
since they  w ere n o t excessive. 
In  1682, th e re  w as a  stiffening 
o f fines— five shillings fo r each  
offense— o r six hours in the  
stocks.

T he  reco rds o f th e  tim e 
seem  to  in d ica te  th a t the  in 
crease  in  p u n ish m en t m ay  have 
been  accom pan ied  by an  in 
crease  in  th e  vice. T his m ay  be 
the  reason  fo r th e  even tual re 
m oval o f restric tions on  the  sale 
o f liquors in  sm all quan tities.

T he  ad m in is tra tio n  o f liq u o r 
regu la tions was m odified u n d e r 
the R oyal governors. M any  of 
the earlie r restric tions w ere 
eased p ro b ab ly  because th e  u re 
o f s trong  sp irits was considered

New Jersey 
T ercen ten a ry

1664
k

1964

People, Purpose, Progres,

necessary! (See sto ry  “ N igh t-
w alkers to  M eet C onstab le .” )

people selling liq u o r in p riva te  
houses.

A n  excise law  passed in  1692, 
and  repealed  the  follow ing year, 
confined the licensing  o f re 
tailers to  the  governor.

F irs t  F a m ilu  
Settled  H ere  v 
B y  1 6 6 8  \

^r ogres^

r

M ost o f th e  “first f a m iL ^ /  
o f  w h a t is now  E d ison  T o w n 
sh ip  cam e from  th e  a re a  o f 
N ew b u ry , M assachusetts , and  
th e  res t as passengers aboard  
the  vessels Henry  and  Fran
cis and  Caledonia, b o th  o f 
w hich  sailed  from  S co tland  
an d  lan d ed  a t P e rth  A m boy
l a t e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  P e n t u r v

N am es o f these p ioneer 
fam ilies are  still to  be fo u n d  
am ong  the  p resen t-day  in 
h ab itan ts  o f the  tow nship . 
T hey  inc lude  descendan ts  o f  
th e  Stelles, M artin s, C am p 
bells, B onham s, D unns, D u n 
ham s, E dgars, C om tons, T ap - 
pens, T ho rnalls , H am p to n s, 
A chens, Laings, K ellys, 
A yres, F itzando lphs, F re e 
m ans, B loom fields, Paynes, 
R obins, M undys, C arm an s, 
R ow lands, and  L aforges.

T h e ir  se ttlem ents w ere  P is
ca taw ay  (1668), Stelton  
(1 6 6 8 ) , and  B onham tow n  
(1682). S telton  was settled  
by th e  Stelles, an d  B on h am 
tow n by  N icho las  B onham  
w ho is reco rd ed  as o w n e r o f 
lands by a llo tm en t and  as a 
F reeh o ld er in  1682.

F irs t C ounty  
C o u rt H ere

T he first c o u rt in M idd lesex  
C oun ty  w as held  in  P isca taw ay- 
tow n on Ju n e  19, 1683, Sam uel 
D ennis p resid ing  as bo th  p res
ident and judge. T h ere  w ere  
five assistants, E dw ard  S later, 
Jam es G iles, C ap t. Jo h n  Bis
hop , Sam uel H all, an d  B en jam 
in H all. A fte r th is cou rts  a lte r
n a ted  betw een P i s c a t a w a y ,  
W oodbridge, and  A m boy, fo r  
the re m a in d er o f the  17th C en 
tury .

A g rand  ju ry  was first em 
panelled  a t W oodbridge , Sep
tem ber 16, 1684.

John  E nglish , a se rv an t o f  
H opew ell H ull, P iscataw ay tow n , 
m et his death  by d row n ing  in 
the  R aritan  R iver, M ay  25, 
1685. Ju ro rs  decided th a t d e a th  
was due to w ater!
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17th Century Area Surrendered to

Army troops relaxing near gate to Raritan Arsenal, 1918.

S l a t e r  B lo c k s  
K i n g ’s C o u r t

s *
w

T n  O O P ,  f i v p  - j u s t i c e s  n t  

M iddlesex  C o u n ty  c o u rt w ere 
on  th e ir  w ay to  th e  P isca taw ay - 
to w n  T ow n  H o u se  to  o p en  the  
session  o f th e  C o u n ty  C o u rt. 
U p o n  th e ir  a rriv a l a t th e  T o w n  
H o u se , th e y  fo u n d  th e  d o o r 
n a iled  shu t, an d  w ere  to ld  th ey  
cou ld  n o t e n te r , s ince  th e  b u ild 
ing  w as th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  
tow n .

E d w ard  S la te r, o f  q u itre n t 
re s is tan ce  fa m e , an d  several 
o th e rs  tr ie d  to  p re v e n t th e  sh e r
iff f ro m  op en in g  th e  door. W hen  
th a t  official k ick ed  th e  do o r 
open , th e  m ob  th a t  h ad  ga thered  
ru sh e d  in  a f te r  h im  and  
th re a ten e d  to  th ro w  h im  out. 
O ne o f th e  justices, Sam uel 
D en n is , tr ied  to  he lp  th e  sheriff, 
b u t S la te r g rabbed  h im  by  th e  
co lla r, d em an d in g  to  k n o w  w hy 
he w as th e re . D en n is  answ ered , 
“T o  frvwmtwn H ia  M
C o u rt.” A fte r  th a t, S la te r pu lled
aw ay.

T h re e  o th e rs  in  the  m ob  de
m an d ed  to  k now  b y  w hose  
au th o ity  th e  c o u rt w as c o n 
ven ed , an d  w hen  to ld , “ By the  
K in g ’s,” th ey  rep lied  th a t c o u rt 
cou ld  n o t be held  th e re  since 
it w as “ the  to w n ’s h o u se .”

T h is  w as p ro b ab ly  to o  m uch  
fo r  th e  justices, as th ey  w ith 
drew  to  the hom e o f th e  local 
constab le .

Founder of 
R.I. College
F h i r r r f f e r e

A ck n ow led gem en ts
T h i s  p a p e r  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

p o s s i b l e  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  a s 
s i s t a n c e  o f  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  M u c h  o f  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  d e v e l o p e d  b y  r e s e a r c h  
w a s  n o t  u s e d  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  s p a c e ,  "mis information w*Hr~ toe ineUnded 
i n  a  l a t e r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h i s t o r y  
E d i s o n  T o w n s h i p .

F o r e m o s t  a m o n g  t h o s e  a s s i s t i n g  
a r e :  J e r s e y m e n  C o m m i t t e e  —  D .  
B o l d u c ,  R .  C a m p b e l l ,  E .  C a m p b e l l ,  
A .  D ’A m i c o ,  R .  G o t t l i e b ,  C .  H e n d e r 
s o n ,  S .  L e o n a r d ,  M .  M e r s o n ,  S .  N a -  
h a m a ,  B .  P e t e r s o n ,  J .  P e t r o ,  A .  
P e t u s k e y ,  R .  S m i t h ,  N .  T o b i a s o n .  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  —  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  
R u t g e r s  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  D o n a l d  
A .  S i n c l a i r ,  C u r a t o r ;  N e w  J e r s e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  L i b r a r y ;  E d i s o n  
L a b o r a t o r i e s  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  
L a b o r a t o r i e s  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  M u 
s e u m ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a 
t i o n ,  E d i s o n  T o w n s h i p ;  C .  B o y l e ,  
P r i n c i p a l ,  E d i s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l ;  O s 
c a r  K a u s ,  T o w n s h i p  C l e r k ,  D .  R o b 
i n s o n ,  C h a i r m a n ,  A r t  D e p t . ,  E d i s o n  
H i g h  S c h o o l .  C o m m u n i t y  R e s i d e n t s :  
A .  B e l l ,  J .  B r i n c k m a n n ,  R e v .  J .  H .  
M a r t i n ,  H .  S a l l i t t ,  R e v .  S .  W .  S t e w 
a r t ,  H .  V a n B u s k i r k ,  L .  R u s s e l l ,  G .  
Z a l i n s k y ,  A .  B u r k h a r t .

O u r  a p o l o g i e s  t o  a n y  w h o  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o m i t t e d .

Nightwalkers” 
To Meet

table

Jam es M ann ing , w ho becam e 
th e  first p re s id en t o f w h a t is 
now  B row n U niversity , was 
bo rn  in  P isca taw ay  on  O ctober 
22, 1738. H is g re a t-g ran d fa th e r, 
Jeffery  M an n in g , was one  o f 
th e  earliest settlers. H e w as also 
a d escen d an t, m a te rn a lly , o f th e  
F itz  - R an d o lp h s, ea rly  settlers 
in  th e  reg ion . M an n in g  g ra d u 
a ted  from  th e  C ollege o f N ew  
Jersey  (n o w  P r in c e to n ) in 1762. 
D u rin g  th e  last days o f th e  
F re n c h  an d  In d ia n  W ar in  1763, 
h e  w as o rd a in ed  an  evangelist 
an d  trave lled  th ro u g h o u t th e  
colonies.

H e  suggested  th e  estab lish 
m en t o f a college in R hode  Is 
la n d  fo r th e  B aptists, b u t b e fo re  
th e  idea b o re  fru it, he  w as sen t 
as p a s to r to  W arren , R h o d e  Is 
land , w h ere  he  o rgan ized  a B ap 
tist co ng regation . In  S ep tem ber 
1765, his idea  fo r  a college 
b ecam e a rea lity  and  he  was 
chosen  to  be  th e  first p re s id en t 
o f R h o d e  Is land  C ollege (th e  
n am e w as changed  to  B row n in 
1 8 0 4 ).

T h e  P u r ita n  b ack g ro u n d  o f 
o u r  earlies t settlers  w as reflected  
in  th e  “ blues law s” w h ich  re g u 
la ted  co n d u c t. S ab b a th  observ 
ance  w as s tric tly  en fo rced . O n 
th e  L o rd ’s D ay  th e re  w as to  be 
a  co m p le te  ab stin en ce  fro m  all 
servile  w ork . U n law fu l re c re a 
tions an d  u n n ecessa ry  trave lling  
w ere, a t th e  sam e tim e, p ro h ib 
ited .

T a k in g  th e  L o rd s’ n am e  in 
vain  resu lted , a t first, in  a  one 
sh illing  fine. T h is  w as in creased  
to  tw o shillings six pence  in 
1682. A gain , in ab ility  to  pay  re 
su lted  in  a so jo u rn  in  th e  stocks 
o r in  a  pub lic  w hipp ing .

“P rizes, stage-p lays, gam es, 
m asques, revels, buii bailings, 
and  cockfights, w h ich  excited  
th e  base r passions o f  the  people 
to  rudeness , c rue lty , looseness, 
and  irre lig io n ” w ere  d isco u rag 
ed and pun ish ed  by cou rts  of 
justice.

C u rfew  law s th e re  w ere, and 
they  w ere  en fo rced . “N ig h t- 
w alkers” o r  revellers a f te r  n ine  
o ’c lock  w ere  to  be secu red  by 
th e  constab le  un til the  m orn ing . 
U nless excused  fo r  th e ir  la te 
ness, they  w ere  bound  o ver to  
court.

L iars  w ere also  pun ished . 
P resum ab ly , th e  first offense re 
su lted  in a w arn ing . D ie  sec
ond  “fib” resu lted  in  a 20 shill
ing fine. I f  no t paid , it m ean t 
the  stocks o r co rp o ra l p u n ish 
m ent.

W e rep o rte d  elsew here tha t 
th e  ad m in is tra tio n  o f d rin k in g  
regu la tions  w as som ew hat lax  
d u rin g  the ad m in is tra tio n  o f the  
R oyal governors because it was 
considered  “ necessary .” K eep
ers o f public  houses w ere n o t to  
allow  “tippling on the Lord's 
Day, except for necessary re
freshm ents!”

Rent Riots 
In Protest

T h e  first serious tro u b le  b e 
g an  in  E a s t N ew  Jersey  a b o u t 
1670 w hen  th e  first “ q u itre n ts” 
fell due. A  vestige o f  th e  la te  
M idd le  A ges, they  w ere, in  th e 
ory , a  p a y m en t o f  th e  services 
ow ed  by  a te n a n t to  th e  lo rd  
o f th e  m an o r. T h e  p ay m en t o f 
such  ren ts  w as co m m o n  to  all 
p ro p r ie ta ry  co lonies— o f w h ich  
N ew  Jersey  w as one.

W h en  th e  settlers  accep ted  
th e  N ew  Jersey  C oncessions and  
A g reem en ts , th e  accep tan ce  c a r
r ie d  w ith  it  th e  re q u ire m e n t to  
p ay  a q u itre n t o f  o n e -h a lf p en n y  
p e r  acre  e ach  y e a r a f te r  1670. 
T h e  settlers, as th e  tim e  o f p a y 
m e n t a p p ro ach ed , insisted  th a t 
th ey  held  title  fro m  K ing  Jam es 
an d  th e  In d ia n s  an d  w ou ld  n o t 
p a y  th e  prbpfTcfbrs, TF'MiBt' W  
assum ed  th a t th e  settlers  w ere 
aw are  o f  th is  since th ey  all held  
la n d  g ran ts . T h e ir  a rg u m en t 
w as n o t va lid— they  d id  n o t 
h o ld  title  fro m  th e  K ing , b u t 
fro m  th e  p ro p rie to rs . In  accep t
ing  g ran ts  o f  land , th e  p a ten tees  
h a d  ag reed  to  p a y  Jam es o r “his 
A ssigns” and , B erkeley  and  
C a rte re t w ere  h is assigns.

F o r  tw o  years th e re  w as in 
te rm itten t rio ting . T h e  tow ns o f 
E lizabe th , N ew ark , M idd le tow n , 
S hrew sbu ry  an d  P isca taw ay  
w ere  th e  fields in  w h ich  w ere  
sow n m o st o f th e  seeds o f  d is
con ten t.

P h ilip  C a r te re t w asted  no  
tim e  in  a ttem p tin g  to  resu rvey  
th e  lands an d  re d is tr ib u te  them . 
H e  sen t a  w a rra n t on  A p ril 4, 
1670 a u th o riz in g  a su rvey  to  
h is 5  lU v e y ro -G e n e ra  
lin , acco m p an ied  by  a le tte r  o f 
ex p lan a tio n — '“ F o r  th e  P isc a t
aw ay  m en  th e r  d iv id ing  th e r  
m eados an d  lan d  w ith o u t o rd e r 
w ill signifie n o th in g  fo r  I  am  
a b o u t to  p a tte n t th e r  la n d  to  
p a rtic u la r  persons w hich  w ill be 
g lad  to  have  it u p o n  th e  sam e 
cond itions  they  m ig h t hav e  h a t 
itt, and  to  tu rn e  th em  o u t o f th e  
co n trey ; an d  th e n  le tt th em  go 
in to  ing land ; an d  d isp u t it in  
law  w ith  th e  L o rd s  p ro p rie to rs  
w ho  h a th  th e  g rea tes t in terest. 
I have  n o t m o re  a tt p re sen t.”

In  N o v e m b er 1672, th e  A s
sem bly  w as dissolved and  tw o 
o f th e  depu ties  fro m  P isc a t
aw ay— E d w ard  S la te r and  Jo h n
G ilm an — -held p ro te s t m eetings 
a t th e  house  o f  F ran ces  D rak e . 
A t th e  m eetings, S la te r read  sev
era l “sed itious p a p e rs” d ec la r
ing  th e  g o v e rn o r and  g overn 
m en t o f  th e  P rov ince  to  be 
“odyouse  in  th e  eyes and  h earts  
o f th e  p eo p le .”

C ouncil m em bers  accused  
S la te r o f try ing  to  s tir  u p  a 
m utiny  against law fu l a u th o rity  
and  in su rre c tio n  an d  open  re 
bellion  against th e  “ K in g ’s R oy- 
all p o w er an d  G o v e rn m e n t . . . 
and  h is peace  in th e  s’d p ro v 
ince .”

I t w as n o t long  b e fo re  S la te r 
fo u n d  h im se lf b e fo re  tw o  ju s
tices. T h ey  called  n o  w itnesses 
(o th e r  th a n  them selves) and  
sen tenced  S la te r to  a y ea r in th e  
W oodbridge  jail, o r  un til he 
paid  a T h irty -P o u n d  fine and 
fu rn ished  bond  fo r good b eh av 
ior.

As it developed , S la ter only 
spen t six m on ths  as th e  guest o f 
the  P rov ince . H is sen tence  w as 
rem itted  and  he w as re leased  
from  confinem en t on A pril 1, 
1682.

Dutch I
F o r a  v e ry  sh o rt tim e  the  

D u tc h  reo ccu p ied  th e ir  fo rm er 
possessions in  w h a t h a d  becom e 
N ew  Jersey . T h e  M inutes o f the 
Council o f N ew  Netherlands 
1673-1674 no tes th a t a  pe titio n  
o f th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  “ th e  v il
lages o f E lisabets  T ow ne, N ie- 
w ork , W o odbridge  an d  P iscat- 
taw ay ” w as g ran ted .

T h e  tow n sm en  h a d  requested  
perm ission  to  send  delegates to  
N ew  O range  “ to  tre a t w ith  th e  
A d m ira ls  an d  A ssocia te  C o u n 
cil o f w a r respec ting  th e  su r
re n d e r  o f th e ir  tow ns u n d e r 
obed ience  o f  th e ir  H ig h  M igh ti
nesses, th e  L o rds  S tates o f  the  
U n ited  N e th erlan d s , a n d  his 
S erene H ighness, th e  P rin ce  o f 
O range, and  th a t n o  aud ience  
be g ran ted  to  th e ir  la te  G o v e r
n o r, C ap t. Jo h n  B erry , be fo re  

th e  sam e be  g ran ted  
to  th e  said  D elegates, occ.’

Jo h n  B aker, Jaco b  M elyn , 
and  Jo h n  O gden h ad  been  o p 
posed  to  th e  P ro p rie ta ry  gov
e rn m e n t u n d e r  th e  English . 
T hese  P isca taw ay to w n  m en  saw  
th is  as a  good ch an ce  to  th w a rt 
B erry ’s influence w ith  th e  
D u tch .

O n A u g u st 18, 1673, th e  
D u tc h  g ran ted  th e  sam e p riv 
ileges to  th e  peop le  o f P isca t
aw ay  “ as w ill be  acco rd ed  to  
na tive  b o rn  subjects and  D u tc h  
to w n s.” T h e ir  la n d  titles w ere  
confirm ed  and  th e  m en  w ere 
g u a ra n tee d  th a t  th ey  w ou ld  n o t 
be  im pressed  in to  th e  D u tc h  
N av y  du rin g  any  w a r betw een  
th e  N e th e rlan d s  and  G re a t B ri
ta in .

O n A u g u st 19, th e  tow ns 
w ere  o rd e red  to  n o m in a te  “ a 
Trotroie n u m b e r ^ i c r  beftepens 
o r  M ag istra tes  o f  said  tow ns.” 
A lso  to  b e  selected  w ere  tw o  
D ep u ties , th re e  S chouts, and  
th re e  Secre taries. F ro m  P isc a t
aw ay tow n , Jo h n  O gden becam e

S chou t, a n d  Sam uel H o p k in s , 
S ecre tary . T h ey  fo rm ed  a p a rt 
o f th e  rep re se n ta tio n  o f  all th e  
tow ns— “E lizab e th  T ow n, W ood 
B ridge S h ro u sb u rry , N ew - 
W orke , P iscattew aij & M iddle- 
to w n e .”

S ep tem ber 6, 1673 w as the  
day  w hen  C a p ta in  K u y f and  
C a p ta in  Snell w ere  com m is
sioned  trave l w ith  th e  c lerk  o f 
th e  C ouncil o f W ar, A b ra m  
V arle t, to  th e  tow ns to  a d m in 
is te r th e  o a th  o f  a lleg iance  to  all 
in h ab itan ts . T h ey  re p o rte d  b ack  
o n  S ep tem b er 14 no ting  th a t 
all o f  th e  m en  o f  P isca taw ay 
to w n — 43— h a d  tak en  th e  oa th .

M ilitia  officers w ere  e lected  
an d  sw orn  in a t th e  sam e tim e, 
“ B en n ay ah ” D u n h a m  w as 
e lected  C ap ta in ; Jo sep h  Snow  
L ieu ten an t, and  Jo h n  L ongsta f,

’“BSSBSes*-------_. y w w .  ,-m
A il in s tru c tio n s  sen t to  P isc a t

aw aytow n and  su rro u n d in g  
a reas w ere  w ritten  in  E nglish  
w hile  th ey  w ere u n d e r  D u tc h  
con tro l.

C om m ittee
E d iso n  T e rce n te n a ry  

C eleb ratio n
H o n o r a r y  C h a i r m a n —

M a y o r  A n t h o n y  M .  Y e l e n c s i c s  
C h a i r m a n —

A l e x a n d e r  M .  B e l l ,  J r .
A s s i s t a n t  C h a i r m e n —

A n d r e w  J .  F o g a s  
F r a n k  D ’A q u i l a  

H i s t o r i a n s —
E a r l  S .  M i e r s  
J o h n  R .  A n d e r s o n  

P r o g r a m —
B e r n a r d  J .  G r i f f i n  
V i n c e n t  G i g l  
G e o r g e  M a r y a n s k y  
S t e p h e n  C a p e s t r o  

C o o r d i n a t o r s —
M i s s  B a r b a r a  C o n r a d  
M r s .  V i n c e n t  D e  M e r s  
M r s .  M a t t h e w  D r w a l  
E d w a r d  K r a s z e w s k i

M r s .  C l a i r e  Z a m o n i s  
M r s .  E u g e n e  C h i l d e r s  

T r e a s u r e r —
M r s .  A l b e r t  P e t r o  

S e c r e t a r y —
M r s .  S a m u e l  D ’ A m i c o  

P u b l i c i t y —
M r s .  W i l l i a m  P r e s c h

A B O U T  P A G E  O N E  P H O T O G R A P H
T h e  p h o t o g r a p h  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  p a g e  o n e  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  a s  

a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  a n  1876 a t l a s  a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  M i d d l e s e x  C o u n t y .  T h e  

A u g u s t u s  S t e l l e ,  w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  i s  s h o w n  b e y o n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  w a s  a  p r o m 

i n e n t  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  a n d  l a n d  o w n e r .  T h e  f a r m  m a n s i o n ,  l o c a t e d  w h e r e  

C a m p  K i l m e r  n o w  i s ,  w a s  b u i l t  b y  h i m  i n  1840,  t h e  s a m e  v e a r  t h e  f a r m  
c a m e  i n t o  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  I n  1921 i t  w a s  t h e  h o m e  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r s ,  w h o  
h a d  k n o w n  n o  o t h e r  r e s i d e n c e  u p  t o  t h a t  t i m e .

A u g u s t u s ,  t h e  s o n  o f  I s a a c  a n d  F r a n c e s  ( D u n n )  S t e l l e ,  w a s  b o r n  O c t o b e r  

23,  1815 a n d  d i e d  J a n u a r y  14,  1899 H e  w a s  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

a n d  w a s  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  d e m o c r a t .  A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S t e l t o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  

h e  m a r r i e d  M a r i a  S t e l l e  F e b r u a r y  12,  1840 i n  P l a i n f i e l d .  H i s  w i f e ,  w h o  h a d  

b e e n  b o r n  i n  P l a i n f i e l d  o n  O c t o b e r  25, 1817, d i e d  J a n u a r y  15, 1899, s u r 

v i v i n g  A u g u s t u s ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  b y  o n l y  o n e  d a y .  T h e y  a r e  b u r i e d  s i d e - b y -  
s i d e  i n  t h e  P i s c a t a w a y t o w n  c e m e t e r y .

Stuyvesant Frustrated 
Early Settlement

T h e  p eop le  o f  N ew  H av en  
C o lony  h a d  long ing ly  eyed  the  
lands a ro u n d  A c te r  K u ll and 
on  th e  R a rita n , since th e  land  
o f  N ew  E n g lan d  w as poo r, 
ro c k y  soil an d  th e re  w as a  de
sire  fo r  m o re  fe rtile  lands.

T h e  peop le  o f  th e  N ew  H a 
ven  co loney  co n tem p la ted  a  
m ove in to  N ew  N e th e rlan d , b u t 
n o  ac tua l m ove w as m ade, o th e r 
th a n  som e settlem en ts on  L ong  
Island . D ep u ta tio n s  w ere sen t 
to  N ew  A m ste rd am  (N ew  
Y o rk  C ity ) to  in q u ire  in to  de
tails o f  liberal D u tc h  offers and 
to  investigate  th e  cond itions o f 
lands th a t m ig h t be  available.

G o v e rn o r P e te r S tuyvesan t 
e n te rta in ed  th em  co u rteously  
— so m uch  so th a t  de legation  
m ade a favo rab le  re p o rt and a 
second  d e p u ta tio n  w as sen t to  
S tuyvesant. T h is  d e 'eg a tio n  was 
au th o riz ed  to  n ego tia te  fo r  the 
se ttlem en t o f a p lan ta tio n  n ea r

th e  R a rita n  R iver.
T h e  a tte m p t fa iled  because 

one  c o n d itio n  im posed  by  the  
D u tc h  req u ire d  a  lim ita tio n  on 
th e  righ ts  o f  self-governm ent. 
T h e  N ew  H av en  peop le  w an ted  
an  abso lu te ly  in d ep en d en t com 
m u n ity  w ith  all righ ts  o f self- 
governm en t. W h en  th ey  insisted  
on  th is, an d  th e  D u tc h  o b sti
na te ly  re fu sed , nego tia tions 
w ere  b ro k en  off.

In  1663, som e o f th e  E nglish  
settlers fro m  N ew  E ng land  w ho 
h a d  settled  in  F lu sh ing , L ong  
Island , revo lted  again st th e  
D u tc h  G o v ern m en t. T w en ty  
E ng lishm en  fro m  th a t a rea  a t
tem p ted  to  lan d  a t th e  m o u th  
o f  th e  R a rita n  to  estab lish  a 
p lan ta tio n . G o v e rn o r S tuyvesan t 
how ever, p rev en ted  th e ir  la n d 
ing  by  hav ing  an  a rm ed  p a rty  
aw aiting  th em  a t th e  m o u th  o f 
th e  R aritan .
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n e a r  as possib le, th e ir  destin 
a tio n  th e  tim e  o f  th e ir  sailing  
an d  above all how  they  are  
convoyed  as to  n u m b ers  and  
fo rce  o f  ships o f W a r .” T o  do  
this, it  w ou ld  be necessary  to  
select a  site  on  h igh  g ro u n d  
w h ich  w ou ld  p e rm it th e  o b 
server to  see th e  ships as they  
passed S andy  H o o k . “ I f  an  O f
ficer a cq u a in te d  w ith  m arin e  
A ffairs w as s ta tio n ed  a t B onum  
T o w n  an d  cou ld  give in te lli
gence o f  th e  tim e  o f  fleets sail
ing; en d eav o u rin g  to  d istingu ish  
th e  m en  o f  w a r fro m  th e  tra n s 
p o rts .”

G en era l O rders, issued by 
H e ad q u a rte rs , C on tin en ta l
A rm y , d a ted  D ecem b er 22,
1778, give us an  idea  o f th e  
stren g th  o f th e  p e rm a n en t g a r
riso n  at B onham tow n . “A  C a p 
tain., tw o  Subs, th re e  Serjean ts, 
a  D ru m  and  F ife  an d  F if ty  
R an k  and  F ile  to  be sen t to  
Bonam  T o w n  as an  advanced  
P ick e t to  be re liev’d every  M on- 
day  ‘till fu r th e r  o rders . T he  
O fficer c o m m an d in g  it w ill re 
ceive his in s tru c tio n s  fro m  th e  
A d ju ta n t G e n e ra l.”

D u ty  in  B onham tow n  was 
n o t fo r those  w ishing to  escape 
com bat. In  ad d itio n  to  th e  
sk irm ish  o f M arch  1, 1777, 
W ash ing ton  re p o rte d  ac tion  on  
A pril 18, M ay  12, M ay  26, 
1777, and  on  F e b ru a ry  10,
1779. O th e r sou rces in d ica ted  
th a t ac tion  in  th e  ne ig h b o rh o o d  
o f  th is  post w as constan tly  a 
possib ility .

O n  A p ril 18, 1777, th e  G e n 
e ra l re p o rte d  to  th e  P res id en t o f 
C ongress th a t th e re  w as n o th 
ing  to  re p o rt in  th e  m ilita ry  
line, “excep t th e  S u rp ris ing  a 
Sm all p icq u e t g u a rd  o f  th e  E n-

am  T ow n and  b ring ing  off T h ir
teen  p riso n ers  by  O ne o f  o u r  
P a rtie s .” A n o th e r  m o v em en t 
w as m ad e  again st A m b o y  a t th e  
sam e tim e, b u t w as n o t success
ful.

R ep o rts  received  by W ash
in g to n  fro m  h is field co m m an d 
ers o ften  conflicted , an d  those 
describ ing  activ ities in  th e  a rea  
o f B onham tow n  an d  P isca taw y  
w ere n o  exceptions. A ddressing  
h im se lf to  a M a jo r G en era l 
A d am  S tephen  fro m  M o rris 
tow n, th e  co m m ander-in -ch ie f 
called  a tten tio n  to  th e  fa c t th a t 
w hile  S tep h en ’s “ acco u n t o f  th e  
a tte m p t u p o n  th e  E n em y  a t
T3» -O rc>XZ Jo £  7rV, , 1~1 V
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am  so rry  to  add , w idely  d iffer
en t fro m  those  I  have  h ad  fro m  
o th e rs , (O fficers o f  d is tin c tio n ) 
w ho w ere  o f  th e  p a rty .” I t  a p 
pears  th a t S tephen  h a d  re p o rte d  
th a t th e  B ritish  h ad  le ft h a lf  
th e ir dead  on th e  field, and  th a t 
the  A m ericans h ad  w ithd raw n  
in an  o rd erly  re tre a t w hen  th e  
fight w ent again st them . W ash 
in g to n ’s conclusions, founded  
on  th e  re p o rts  o f  o th e r observ 
ers, w ere  th a t th e  B ritish  did 
n o t leave th e ir  dead  on  th e  field 
and , “ th a t in stead  o f an  o rderly  
re tre a t, it w as (w ith  th e  g rea t
est p a r t  o f th e  d e tac h m e n t) a 
d iso rderly  ro u te , and , th a t the  
d isadvan tage  w as on  o u r side, 
no t th e  E n em y ’s, w ho h a d  n o 
tice  o f y o u r com ing  an d  was 
p re p a red  fo r  i t .” S tephen  an 
sw ered  th is le tte r  o f M ay  12, 
1777 tw o  days la te r. H e  insisted  
on  th e  tru th  o f  h is fo rm e r re 
p o rt, c la im ing  th a t his troops 
w ere fo rced  to  re tire  fo r lack  
o f  su p p o rt fro m  those  w ho  de
libera te ly  held  off h a lf  a  m ile 
aw ay. T h e  M ajo r G en era l in 
sisted as well th a t th e  repo rts  
d isagreeing  w ith  h is version  had

com e fro m  th e  very  officers w ho 
had  failed  to  su p p o rt h im .

W ash ing ton  re p o rte d  th is 
sk irm ish  to  th e  P re s id e n t o f 
C ongress on  th e  sam e d ay  he  
w ro te  S tephens. “O n S a tu rd ay  
a  S m art S k irm ish  h ap p en ed  
w ith  a d e tac h m e n t o f  o u r 
T roops, w ho a tta c k e d  a  N u m 
b e r o f  th e  E n em y  n e a r  P isca t- 
aw ay, in  w h ich  o u r m en  b e 
hav ed  well an d  obliged th e  E n 
em y to  give w ay  tw ice, as re 
p o rte d  to  m e, w ith  loss; T he  
E nem y  receiv ing  a s tro n g  R e 
in fo rcem en t, o u r  P eop le  re 
tre a ted  to  th e ir  P ost. I c an n o t 
give th e  p a rticu la rs , as they  
have  n o t been  sufficiently  ascer
ta in ed .”

By M ay  26, 1777, th e  B ritish  
h ad  w ith d raw n  fro m  B o n h am 
tow n  a n d  P isca taw ay , and  
m arc h ed  in to  N ew  B runsw ick . 
W ash ing ton , in  h is  M o rris to w n  
h ead q u a rte rs  fe lt th a t th is  was 
a defensive m ove.

T w o years  la te r, o n  F e b ru a ry  
10, 1779 , W a sh in g ton  rep o rte d  
the  “Surp risal o f  th e  g uard  
fro m  B onham  T ow n. A  d is
g race  o f  th is k in d  can  never 
h a p p en  to  an  O fficer w ho  is 
a tten tive  to  his du ty  an d  takes 
c o m m o n  p recau tio n s . I  desire 
th e re fo re  th a t  L ieu tt. P ie rson , 
w ho h a d  co m m an d  o f  th e  
guard , m ay  be im m edia te ly  p u t 
u n d e r  a rrest, and  o rd e red  to  
C am p  if h e  w as d e tach ed  fro m  
hence  o r  to  th e  q u a rte rs  o f  th e  
Jersey  B ridage, if  he  belongs to  
those  tro o p s th a t h e  m ay  tak e  
his tr ia l .” F ro m  th e  few  ac 
coun ts  w e have  o f  th e  actions 
involv ing  th e  B onh am to w n  de
tach m en t, it  does n o t a p p e a r to  
have  been  to o  a le rt to  su rprise! 
L ieu te n a n t P ie rso n ’s fa te  has 
n o t com e to  light.

A n  in te lligence re p o rt m en 
tio n ed  b v  W ash ing ton  o n  F e b 
ru a ry  15, 1779, in d ica ted  th a t  
in fo rm a tio n  w as being  co llected  
by  a C a p ta in  S tokes. S tokes h ad  
adv ised  W ash ing ton  th a t  th e  
“enem y on  S ta ten  Is lan d  a p 
p ear to  be in  m o tion , and  have 
been  co llecting  boats  b o th  a t 
N ew  Y o rk  an d  th e  Is lan d .” T his 
in te lligence w as passed  on  to  
B rigad ier G en era l W illiam  M ax 
w ell, w ho  w as advised  by  W ash 
ing ton  to  “red o u b le  y o u r v ig i
lance  an d  be rea d y  to  oppose  
any  a tte m p t th ey  m ay  m ake  
n e a r  y o u .” M axw ell w as also 
adv ised  to  rem ove “ a con sid e r
ab le  n u m b e r o f fa t ca ttle” fro m  
betw een  W oodbridge  and  th e  
b lazing  star. H e  to ld  M axw ell 
th a t “ I
S tokes to  assist you  in  th e  busi
ness an d  to  co m m u n ica te  to  you  
any  fu r th e r  discoveries he  m ay  
m a k e .”

T h e  F re n c h  A lliance, w hich  
b ro u g h t F ra n c e  in to  th e  R evo 
lu tio n a ry  W ar on  th e  A m erican  
side b ro u g h t special o rd e rs  fo r  
th e  B onh am to w n  garrison . T he  
trea ty  w ith  F ran c e , n a tu ra lly , 
b ro u g h t a sp irit o f  festiv ity  to  
the  C o n tin en ta ls , th e n  lo ca ted  a t 
P luckem in . A  ce leb ra tion  w as 
p lanned  fo r  F e b ru a ry  18, 1779 
and  W ash ing ton  “d irec ted  the  
officer co m m an d in g  a t B onum  
T ow n  to  be p a rtic u la rly  v igilan t 
and  to  tra n sm it” to  C olonel 
A b ra h am  B ufo rd  “ th e  earliest 
in telligence, shd  an y  m ovem en t 
h a p p en .” W ash in g to n ’s o rders 
w ere passed  on  to  C ap ta in  
S tokes, w ho  w as c o m m an d er at 
B onham tow n , by  A lex an d er 
H am ilto n . H e  w as en jo ined  to  
exercise e x tra  v ig ilance  on  the  
T h u rsd a y  in question , b o th  th a t 
n ig h t and  p a r t o f  th e  nex t day.

W ash ing ton  w as tak in g  no  
chances o f a possib le su rprise  
a ttack  du ring  the  celebration .

Area Residents 
on Revolutionary 
Committees

Since th is a rea  w as a p a r t  of 
W oodbridge  an d  P isca taw ay  
tow nsh ips d u ring  the  W ar fo r 
In d ep en d en ce , residen ts  serving 
on  com m ittees w o rk ing  fo r  in 
d ependence  w ere listed  u n d e r 
those  o f the  to  w nships in  w hich 
they  lived. T w o m em bers o f the  
W o odbridge  C o m m ittee  o f O b
servation  lived in  w h a t is now  
E d ison  T ow nsh ip  —  W illiam  
S m ith  an d  E b en ezer F oster. 
Jacob  T itsw o rth  an d  Jo h n  D unn  
w ere listed  as m em bers o f the  
P isca taw ay  T ow nsh ip  C o m m it
tee  o f O bservation .

T h e  sam e fo u r m en have 
been  identified as hav ing  m ade 
up th e  C om m ittee  o f C o rre 
spondence  in  w hat w as to  be
com e R arita n  T ow nsh ip .

W illiam  Sm ith  an d  Jam es 
D unn  w ere listed  as m em bers 
o f th e  P ro v in c ia l C ongress from  
th is a rea  ______ _____

T h e re  m ay  have been  o thers, 
how ever, th e  o v erlapp ing  o f 
nam es betw een W oodbridge  
an d  P isca taw ay  tow nsh ips p re 
sents a p rob lem  in  iden tifica
tion .

A  T h o m p so n  Stelle w as a p 
po in ted  C om m issioner fo r  M id 
dlesex C o u n ty  to  dispose o f co n 
fiscated p roperty . H e  w as p ro b 
ably  cap tu red  by  th e  B ritish  fo r 
on  Ju n e  27, 1777, W illiam
M an n in g  rep laced  him .

C om m ittees o f O bservation  
and  C o rresp o n d en ce  w ere es
tab lished  th ro u g h o u t th e  co lo 
nies to  keep  tabs on p lans and  
activ ities o f th e  royal g overn 
m ent, and  to  keep each  o th e r 
in fo rm ed  o f w h a t w as being  
p lan n ed  th a t m ig h t h in d e r co lo 
n ial m oves fo r m ore  self-gov
e rnm en t.

First Election 
As Township 
1 8 7 0

T h e  first m un ic ipa l election  
in E d ison  T ow nsh ip  ( th e n  R a ri
ta n  T o w n sh ip ) w as he ld  on 
A p ril 16, 1870 in  the  old M e- 
tu c h en  A cadem y. U p  to  th is 
tim e, th e  g o vernm en t o f the  
a re a  w as th a t o f  e ith e r W ood- 
b ridge  an d  P iscataw ay.

L u th e r  H . T a p p a n  becam e 
th e  tow nsh ip  assessor, C harles 
C. C am pbell, th e  co llector. Jo h n  
T . M artin  w as se’ected  as to w n 
sh ip  clerk , and  Israel T ho rna ll, 
overseer o f th e  poor. C hosen  
F reeho lders  w ere  M ichael M7 
L upardus. T h e  tow nsh ip  com 
m ittee  consisted  o f  M ann ing  
F reem an , W . E . C row ell, A u g 
ustus B lack fo rd , T h eo d o re  A . 
W ood  and  A ugustus Stelle 
(w hose hom e is p ic tu red  at the  
top  o f page 1).

Mainline Railroad 
Arrived In 1835

W hen  the  first steam  tra in  
passed  th ro u g h  w hat is now  E d i
son T ow nsh ip  on  Ja n u a ry  2, 
1836, on  its w ay to  N ew  B runs
w ick, it s ignaled  th e  beg inn ing  
o f an  active  ra ilro ad in g  ca ree r 
fo r  th e  E d iso n -M etu ch en  area.

T rack s  on  th e  N ew  Jersey  
R a ilro ad  w ere com pleted  b e 
tw een  Jersey  C ity  an d  N ew  
B runsw ick  in 1835. T h e  first 
tra in , d raw n  by  a new  lo co m o 
tive, N ew  Brunswick, pu lling  
th ir tee n  cars  d eco ra ted  w ith  
banners  bearing  th e  n am e of 
coun ties, cities and  villages 
a 'o n g  th e  line , cam e dow n from  
N ew ark  a t th e  h igh  speed o f 
fifteen m iles an hour.

Passengers h a d  to  tra n sfe r 
across th e  R a rita n  R iver b ridge  
in  stages a t a ch arg e  o f 6V2 
cents each . A  ra ilro ad  b ridge

avas..b u ilt ac ro ss the  r iv e r and
opened  fo r  serv ice  on  Ja n u a ry  
1, 1838. T h is  line  becam e w h a t 
is to d a y  th e  h igh -speed  e lec t
rified m ain  line o f the  P ennsy l
van ia  R ailroad .

T h e  nex t ra ilro a d  to  ru n  
th ro u g h  th e  tow nsh ip  w as th e  
L eh igh  V alley , c h a rte red  on  
M arch  11, 1858. C h arte red
as th e  P e rth  A m boy  and  B ound 
B rook  R a ilro ad  C om pany , c o n 
s tru c tio n  w as delayed  un til a fte r  
A pril 2, 1872, w hen  th e  PA&BB 
R R  C o. w as conso lidated  w ith  
the  B ound  B rook  & E aston , 
becom ing  th e  E asto n  & A m boy  
R ailroad .

A t one tim e th e  R ead ing  
C o m p an y  h a d  p lan n ed  to  ru n  
th ro u g h  serv ice  fro m  C en tra l 
A venue, M etu ch en  to  N ew  
Y o rk , w ith  th ree  tra in s  daily . 
T h is idea  never m ateria lized , 
an d  serv ice  to  N ew  Y o rk  was 
lim ited  to  th e  L eh igh  V alley  
and  P ennsy lvan ia.

W hile th e  R ead ing  R ailroad  
never o rgan ized  th ro u g h  service 
to  N ew  Y o rk , it has passed 
th ro u g h  th is a re a  since 1892. 
C o n stru c tio n  began  a y e a r e a r
lie r, w ith  traffic beg inn ing  in 
S ep tem ber, 1892. T h e  W ood- 
b ridge  B ranch  was opened  in  
Ju ly , 1900.

T his w as p rim arily  a fre igh t 
line , b u t th e re  a re  ind ica tions 
th a t passenger tra in s  w ere o p 
e ra ted  a t various tim es.

A n  in te resting  in d u stria l line 
w as th a t construc ted  to  serve 
the  clay  pits th a t w ere located  
in  wh a t is now  R aritan  A rsenal. 
Surveyed  in  1880, w h a t was 
know n as the  “ R arita n  R idge” 
ra ilro a d  w as co n stru c ted  over a 
righ t o f w ay filled in w ith  sand , 
gravel, and  stripp ings from  th e  
clay  banks. A  ligh t locom otive  
and  horses w ere used  fo r  m o 
tive pow er. A s th e  tracks  kep t

sinking, C harles B loom field, 
th e  ow ner, h a d  to  keep  filling 
in  th e  rig h t o f  way.

W hen  th e  arsenal w as co n 
stru c ted  d u rin g  W orld  W ar I, 
th is ra ilro ad  becam e th e  “A r
senal R o ad ,” and  w as connec ted  
w ith  th e  gravel ra ilro ad  a t B on
ham tow n . I t  w as a lso  ex tended  
o n to  th e  salt m arshes, and  be
gan  hau ling  heavy  fre ig h t w ith 
large  m o tive  pow er. In  1918, 
new  rails  w ere la id , b u t in  tw o 
years these w ere as c ro o k ed  as 
snakes. T h is  resu lted  in  a rm y  
tru ck , fitted w ith  heavy  flanged 
w heels tak in g  th e  p lace  o f  heavy  
locom otives. T h e  track s  w ere 
rip p ed  up  in  1936, as a  con n ec
tio n  h a d  been  estab lished  a t th e  
arsenal be tw een  th e  P ennsy l
v an ia  and  L eh igh  V alley  ra il
roads.

In  1859, the  N ew  Jersey R a il
ro a d  b o u g h t a  tra c t o f land  
a t B onham tow n , con ta in in g  a 
deposit o f  yellow  gravel. T he  
ra ilro ad  bu ilt a b ran ch  line 
fro m  the  m ain  line a t A m 
boy A venue in  M etuchen , to  the  
gravel p it, a d istance  o f th ree  
m iles.

T h e  single track  gravel line 
w as used  fo r years as a  siding 
fo r long  fre ig h t tra in s  w h ich  
pulled  in  to  c lear th e  line fo r 
m ore  im p o rta n t p a s s e n g e r  
tra ins. T his is now  th e  B o n h am 
tow n  B ran ch  o f  th e  P en n sy l
van ia  R ailroad .

A  lease was signed on  June  
30, 1871, tak ing  effect th e  nex t 
day, w hereby  th e  N ew  Jersey  
R ailro ad  and  T ran sp o rta tio n  
C om pany , th e  C am d en  & A m 
boy R ailroad , and  th e  D elaw are  
and  R aritan  C anal C om pany , 
know n as th e  U n ited  C o m p a
nies, w as leased  to  th e  P ennsy l
v an ia  fo r  a  pe rio d  o f  999  years.

S ince then , th e re  have  been  
few  s trik ing  changes on  th e  sys
tem . A s tim e w en t on, tra in s  
grew  longer, fa s ter, and  m ore  
pow erfu l, w ith  a th ro u g h  line 
fro m  N ew  Y o rk  to  C hicago , and  
to  W ash ing ton , D . C . an d  S t. 
Louis.

A rea  H ad  H eavy  
Civil W a r  Loss

T he co m p an y  o f th e  28 th  
R egim ent, N . J. V o lun teers, 
m ade  u p  o f m en  fro m  th is sec
tion  a lm ost w iped  o u t in  the  
B attle  o f F red rick sb u rg , D ecem 
ber ! 1-15, 1862. F o u n d  dead  on  
the battlefield  w ere H a rry  B ran t- 
ingham , G eorge  B oice, P e te r  F . 
R unyon , Joel F . L angstaff, M a r
tin  V. M cC ray , W illiam  M . 
M errell, Je rem iah  R . F ie ld , A u 
gustine R yno , C harles W . T ou- 
bet, C larence  D . G reen , A aron  
H . L ane, and Sam uel B aker.

T he  U n ion  fo rces u n d e r 
B urnside lost m ore  than  1,000 
m en ou t o f a to ta l o f 12,653.

M enlo P a rk
continued from  page 5 

considering  th a t he o ften  
w orked  100 h ou rs  a week.

T h ro u g h  th is ded ica tio n , no t 
on ly  to  h im self, an d  his inven 
tions, b u t also  to  th e  p eop le  o f 
th e  w orld , you can  see w hy 
E d ison  is and shou ld  be called  
the  “G en ius o f In v en tio n .” H ad  
it no t been  fo r  E dison , th e  
progress o f th is cen tu ry  w ould  
have been  kep t a t a slow er pace.

A t the tim e o f his death , he 
was still a ttem p ting  to  find even 
b e tte r filam ents fo r  the  in can d 
escent bu lb  he had  first inven t
ed m ore  than  fifty years before , 
w here it all began  —  at M enlo  
P ark .

Interior of the Mt. Pleasant School, circa 1890. 
in the 'picture?

Can anyone identify those

«
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NOT TO BE TAKEN

C E N T U R Y  
O F E IG H TFREE PUBLIC UBBAB

A  m a jo r  e xp o s itio n  h o n o rin g  T h o m a s  A l v a
E d is o n  w ith  p a rt ic u la r  e m p h a s is  on th is  
ye a r' s  100th a n n iv e r s a r y  of th e  In ve n tio n  of 
th e  f ir s t  p ra c tic a l in c a n d e sc e n t lig h t w ill  be 
held F r i d a y  and S a tu rd a y  at M id d le s e x  
C o u n ty  C o lle g e  in E d is o n .

T h a t  in v e n tio n  a n d  its la te r ra m ific a tio n s  
l it e r a lly  t ra n s fo rm e d  th e  w o rld ,  c h a n g in g  
a lm o s t o v e r n ig h t  w h o le  p a tte rn s  of social, 
b u sin e ss a nd  in d u s tria l a c t iv it y  a nd  g iv in g  
b irth  to re la te d  a p p lic a tio n s  th a t in tu rn  
c re a te d  n e w  p a tte rn s , n e w  b u sin e sses a nd  
n e w  in d u s trie s .

T h e  im p a c t of th a t one s in g le  in v e n tio n  is 
s i l l  b ein g  fe lt to d a y  in a d d itio n a l a p p lic a 
tion s a nd  w ill  c o n tin u e  to be fe lt in the fu 
tu re .

T h e  e xp o s itio n , to be held at M id d le s e x  
C o u n ty  C o lle g e is b ein g  c o -sp o n so re d  bY t.he~ 
E d is o n  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e rc e  a nd  the E d is 
on C e n te n n ia l C o m m is s io n . It w ill  fe a tu re  
n e a r ly  10O e x h ib its  in c lu d in g  T h o m a s  E d i s 
on m e m o ra b ilia .

M u c h  of E d is o n 's  c o n trib u tio n s  to the w o rld  
o r ig in a t e d  in h is  M id d le s e x  C o u n t y  la 
b o r a t o r y  at M e n lo  P a rk , located in a m u n ic 
ip a lity  th a t d eca d es la te r to ok  his n a m e  as 
its title  in h o n o r of h is  g e n iu s.

T h is  sp e cial section  fo cu se s on th e  a p 
p ro a c h in g  e xp o s itio n  and d e s c rib e s  s o m e  of 
th e  h is to ry  and b a c k g ro u n d  of E d is o n  as an 
in d iv id u a l a nd  the a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  of E d is 
on as one of the g re a te s t in v e n to rs  the w o rld  
has e v e r  k n o w n .

W m m  iSSI
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1979 EDISON CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION
MAY 4th AND 5th

M ID D LESEX  C O U N T Y  C O L L E G E
SPO N SO R ED  BY

i

EDISON TOWNSHIP
EDISON

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

» _
EDISON CENTENNIAL 

COMMISSION

T heNew s  T r ib u n e
1 HOOVER WAY 

WOODBRIDGE, N.J. 
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1979
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Edison papers to be compiled

Edison Mayor Anthony Yelencsics 
stands in front of the Edison Tower, a 
memorial to Thomas Alva Edison, with 
Frank D. Hall and John J. Hogan, presi
dent of the Edison Chamber of Com
merce. Hall is chairman of the Edison 
Centennial Exposition to be held Friday 
and Saturday at Middlesex County Col
lege  In honor of the 100th an n iversary  of 
fhffte^trtb The eltposition in spon
s o re d  by the  ch a m b e r. S to ry ,  Page 3

FRIDAY MAY 4th - 5 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
SATURDAY MAY 5th -1 0  A.M. to 3 P.M.

TO BE HELD AT

Featuring:
EXHIBITS: The Exposition will include all phases of activity in Edison. 
Civic, Business, Industrial, Educational, Governmental, Clubs, Hospitals, Police, 
Fire and Health Exhibitions will be displayed.

MOVIES: A film titled “Gathering of Minds” will be shown on a regularly 
scheduled time table. The film is a story of Thomas A. Edison and his Asso
ciates at work in their Menlo Park laboratory.

SPECIAL EXHIBITS: The U.S. Navy will exhibit a fighter plane at the
exposition. Also on display will be a U.S. Army helicopter, closed circuit video 
plus blood pressure testing.

SPO N SO R ED  BY

EDISON TOWNSHIP
EDISON

CHAMBER Of COMMERCE
EDISON CENTENNIAL 

COMMISSION

R eadying exposition

Don’t Miss The

NEW BRUNSWICK -  
Preparations are underway 
to launch a massive 20-year, 
$6-million project to com
pile and publish the papers 
of Thomas Alva Edison.

Dr. Reece V. Jenkins, a 
scholar in 19th and 20th cen
tury science and director of 
the project, said he hopes to 
have about six researchers 
on his staff by the end of the 
summer.

“We (himself and his sec
retary) are now in the 
process of preparing mate
rials,” he said about the 
first of a 15- to 20-volume 
book edition. Selected 
papers will be placed on up 
to 225 reels of microfilm.

Why 20 years? Jenkins, an 
associate professor of histo
ry of science and technology 
at Case Western Reserve 
Uni verity, cited the enormi
ty of the job as exemplified 
by the voluminous amount 
of materials.

There are, for example, 
two-and-a-half million 
pages of materials, 40,000 
known artifacts and 20,000 
papers scattered in loca
tions around the world, he 
said.

At an underground vault 
in Edison’s West Orange lab 
alone, there are 3,000 lab no
tebooks and 100,000 copies of 
letters by the inventor, 
among other items.

M oreover, th e re  is a  “ sub
s ta n tia l  body of p a te n ts  and 
applications,” he said.

The project is being fund
ed in part by the National 
Parks Service, the Smith
sonian Institution in Wash
ington, D.C., the N.J. His
torical Commission and 
Rutgers.

In addition, a fund raising 
campaign is underway to 
raise money from private 
donors and foundations, he
said.

Jenkins stressed that the 
project “represents a new 
direction” with the empha
sis being focused on science 
and technology, instead of 
political figures, as in the 
past.

“People associated with 
technology and industry 
were badly neglected,” he

said.
The professor also under

scored the leadership role 
played by Rutgers, singling 
out in particular James 
Kirby Martin, vice presi
dent for academic affairs. 
He also stressed that the 
main goal of the project is 
to publish the papers.

Although the project 
headquarters is at Rutgers, 
much of the work will be 
done at the Edison National 
Historical Site in West 
Orange, where most of 
Edison’s voluminous papers 
are located.

Born in Muneie, Ind., in 
1938, Jenkins received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Ro

chester in 1960. He received 
a Master of Science degree 
in 1963 and his doctorate in 
1966, both from the Univer
sity of Wisconsin.

He taught at the Universi
ty of Wisconsin and North
ern Illinois University be
fore joining the faculty of 
Case Western in 1967 as an 
assistant professor of histo
ry of science and techno
logy. He was was promoted 
to associate professor in 
1974.

He has written more than 
20 articles and book reviews 
and collaborated in a book- 
length bibliography,
“Chemical, Medical, Phar
maceutical Books Printed 
Before 1800.”

R E Y D E L  P O N T I A C

Middlesex County's Largest Pontiac Dealer'

O n  o u r

2 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y
We a p p la u d

T h o m as  E dison 's  A c h ie v e m e n t  
o f 1 0 0  y ea rs  o f l ig h t .

R EYD EL P O N T IA C
ROUTE 27 287.2818 E D IS O N

1 8 0  Y e a r s  A 9 0  . . .

Edison mode a world off difference 
when he turned night into day.

TH E DANA AGENCY  
Has Joined Realty World®

To Make . . .

T O  THE HOM E BUYERS A N D  SELLERS 
07  M IDDLESEX C O U N TY

Dana Agency
15 W OOD AVE. •  MENLO PARK •  548 -7500  •  RMLS

REALTY WORLD

MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY COLLEGE

FREE ADMISSION 
Open to the Public



Edison exposition 
to open Friday

EDISON — B ooths contain ing  a r tifa c ts  
and m em o rab ilia  of T hom as Alva Edison, 
continuous show ings of film  clips of silen t 
m ovies he produced and d isp lays of a  je t 
fig h te r, h e lico p ter and snorkel fire  tru ck  
a re  som e of the  h ighlights of the 1979 E d is 
on C entennial Exposition  w hich w ill be 
held F rid ay  and Satu rday  a t M iddlesex 
County College.

In all, th e re  will be 100 booths on d is
play, rep re sen tin g  various segm en ts  of the 
tow nship including business, industry , ed 
ucation, governm en t, o rgan izations and 
police and fire  d e p a rtm en ts , acco rd ing  to 
Louis G runninger, execu tive  vice p re s i
dent of the Edison C ham ber of Com
m erce

L ist of exh ib ito rs , P a g e  8

The C ham ber is sponsoring the E xposi
tion w hich will begin a t 5 p .m . F rid ay , and 
continue to 9 p .m . The hours on S a tu rday  
a re  10 a .m . to 3 p.m .

Among the a r tifa c ts  and m em o rab ilia  
will be an e le c tr i t  light, e lec tric  iron, elec 
tr ie  w affle  iron and m otion p ic tu res, Grun 
n inger said.

T h e y  a r e  b e in g  s u p p l ie d  by  th e  
C ham ber, P ub lic  Serv ice  E le c tr ic  & G as 
Co. and the U.S. N ational P a rk  Service 
from  the Edison H isto ric  Site in W est 
O range.

The film  clips, said  G runninger, will be 
show n in a rep lica  of the “ B lack M aria ” 
the w orld ’s f irs t m otion p ic tu re  studio 
e r e c t e d  in 1893 on the grounds of the  inven
to r ’s W est O range labora to ry . The rep lica  
has been co n stru c ted  by E dison public 
school s tuden ts  as a p ro je c t of the  Indus
tr ia l A rts D ep artm en t.

In addition, a m ovie  dealing  w ith  E d is 
on ’s w ork a t his M enlo P a rk  lab o ra to ry  
w ill be shown.

This w as the  f ir s t  re se a rc h  and develop
m en t la b o ra to ry  in the  w orld.

C alled “ A G ath erin g  of M inds,” the 
f ilm ’s running tim e  is 15 m inutes. I t  point's 
out th a t E d iso n ’s invention of the e le c tr ic  
light w as the  beginning of a new  field in 
the p ra c tic a l use  of e lec tric ity .

The N avy will exh ib it a N avy je t  figh te r 
a t the exposition.

M usic a lso  w ill play a ro le  a t the  exposi
tion , sa id  G ru n in g e r . T he M idd lesex  
County College band and a  group of sq u are  
d an ce rs  w ill g ive s e p a ra te  p e rfo rm an ces .

All of th e  even ts  a re  free  to the public.
T here  a re  o th e r even ts planned for the 

year-long  ce leb ra tio n  of the C entennial. 
The y e a r long ce leb ra tio n  w as p roc la im ed  
by Gov. B rendan  B ryne.

M ore than 1,000 persons a re  expected  to 
a tten d  the  100th a n n iv ersa ry  of the  e lec 
tric  ligh t and the 25th a n n iv e rsa ry  of the 
nam ing of the  tow nship a f te r  E dison  on 
F rid ay  Oct. 19 a t the  P in es  M anor.

In  the  m ean tim e , the  C ham ber of Com 
m e rc e  is producing  a souvenir m ap  of 
Edison in ce leb ra tion  of the 100th a n n iv e r
sa ry  of the  invention of the  e lec tric  light 
and 20,000 m aps a re  expected  to be av a il
able for d istrib u tio n  nex t m onth.

The C ham ber also w ill p re sen t to the 
tow nship a bronze bust of E dison and a 
bronze p laque lis ting  his accom plishm en ts 
while his la b o ra to ry  w as located  a t M enlo 
P ark .

The bust and p laque will be d isp layed  in 
the lobby of the  new  tow nship hall w hich is 
scheduled for com pletion in O ctober.

100
YEARS AG©

T h e  B i r t h  o f  a  
G r e a t  In v e n t io n

T h e  fo l lo w in g  p a r t i c ip a n ts  a n d  s u p p o r te r s  o f  t h e

EDISON CETA
Plainfield Rd. & Woodbndge Ave.

Edison Municipal Bldg,
572-0900 -

BRUCE 
KIRKPATRICK 

INSURANCE CO.

2116 Oak Tree Rd. 
Edison 548-3394

EDISON CHAPTER 
of DEBORAH

85 Burnham Dr.
Fords 225-1368

NAMETRE CO.

GERRUS MAINTENANCE CO. 
GERRUS SANITARY & 

MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
GERRUS CONCRETE 

CLEANING & COATING 
Bldg. 431, Raritan Center 
Edison 2250662

RAMADA INN

272 Loring Ave. 3050 Wpodbridge Ave.
Edison 985-5659 Edison 494-2000

United Jersey Bank Automatic (Hatmug
CENTRAL

1 O F F I C E S  IN  U N IO N  A N D  M ID D C E S E X  C O U N T I E S  

Phone- (201) 354-7100

58 Brunswick Ave.

Edison 287-0676

T e stin g  th e  b u lb
A rt is t 's  co n cep tio n  show s T h o m a s  A lv a  E d ison  te s tin g  the  f ir s t  suc
cessfu l in c a n d e s c e n t la m p  a t M e n lo  P a rk . T h e  tes t w as  c o m p le te d  
O c t. 21, 1879.

1 8 6 9 - 1 9 7 9

More than 
110 Years

of P ro g re ss  
at th e
Perth Amboy 
Savings 
Institution

This bank was ten years old 
when Thomas Edison dis
covered the incandescent 
light. While his discovery 
has continued to serve the 
en tire  world . . . Perth  
Amboy Savings has contin
ued to serve the families of 
Middlesex County with all of 
their personal banking 
needs . . .

P e r t h  
S a v in g s

PERTH AMBOY: Downtown — Smith & Maple Streets
Satellite — Maple Street between Smith & Market Streets 
Forbesdale — Florida Grove Road & Gornik Drive 

EDISQN/METUCHEN: 1197 Amboy Avenue, Edison 
SAYREViLLE: Route 9 & Bordentown Avenue 
WOODBRIDGE: 541 Rahway Avenue 
Telephone: 442-4100 — For Sayreville telephone: 721-4940 
Member F.D.I.C.
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E dison penniless ‘inven to r’ in 1869

CONGRATULATIONS

E D IS O N
IN YOUR CENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATION OF 
THOMAS EDISON’S 
INVENTION OF THE 
ELECTRIC LIGHT . . .

m e n lo S p a rk  m all
BAMBERGERS • JC PENNEY 
ALEXANDER’S • PATHMARK

Plus scores of other fine stores all under one roof,

U.S. Rt. 1 at Parsonage Rd. in Edison, N. J

F r ie n d le s s  and  pen n iless , T hom as A. 
E d ison  a rr iv e d  in N ew  Y ork  C ity  in the  
sp rin g  of 1869 na iv e ly  believ ing  he would 
be  reco g n ized  as  an  in v en to r b ecau se  he 
had  so a d v e r tise d  h im se lf.

T ru e , he had secu red  one p a te n t — fo r a 
m e ch a n ic a l vo te  co u n te r th a t w ould im 
m e d ia te ly  re c o rd  v o tes  a s  C ongressm en  
pu lled  e ith e r  a “ y e s ” o r “ n o ” sw itch . He 
had  how ever m is ta k en ly  thought po liti
c ian s  w ould w elcom e it.

E d ison  re c a lle d  th e  recep tio n  he  re 
ce ived  w hen he show ed the  vote re c o rd e r  
to  a  co n g ress io n a l c o m m itte e .

“ Y oung m a n ,”  the  c o m m itte e  c h a irm a n  
b ris tle d , “ th a t  is e x a c tly  w hat w e don’t 
w a n t.” A nonym ous, slow  vo tes su ited  Con
g re ss  ju s t  fine , the  c h a irm a n  exp lained .

E dison  w an ted  to  inven t ite m s  th a t 
w ould be in “ c o m m e rc ia l d e m a n d .”

On the  second  day of h is v is it, E d ison  
c a lled  upon F ran k lin  P ope , p robab ly  New 
Y o rk ’s b est know n e le c tr ic a l  en g in ee r a t 
the tim e . P o p e  w as em ployed  by a m a jo r  
fin an c ia l house th a t c irc u la te d  p rice s  of 
gold on a m ech a n ic a l “ G old In d ic a to r .”

Since p ric e s  of gold flu c tu a ted  m in u te  
by m in u te , it w as ab so lu te ly  v ita l th a t  the  
m ach in es  be p re c ise  and p ro m p t. A few  
day s la te r ,  E dison  w as in the c o m p an y ’s 
h e a d q u a r te r s  o b s e rv in g  th e  in d ic a to r  
flash ing  gold p ric e s  to dozens of o ffices 
a ro u n d  th e  c i ty  w h e n  th e  m a c h in e

stopped.
P a n ic  g ripped  th e  com pany . P o p e  began  

e x ten s iv e  and  c o m p lica ted  te s ts  on the 
m ach ine .

U n p ertu rb ed  by  th e  tu m u lt, E d ison  
ca lm ly  poin ted  out the  tro u b le  — a  broken  
sp ring . H e re p la c e d  the  sp ring , re s e t  the  
m a ch in e  and  p u t W all S tre e t back  on th e  
gold s ta n d a rd  w ith in  m in u tes . E dison  
sh rugged  it off a s  m e re ly  com m on sense  
and good luck.

H is quick w ork  led to a job  w ith  the 
firm . Soon he and P o p e  fo rm ed  a  sm all 
com pany  to  c o n s tru c t “ various types of 
e le c tr ic a l d e v ic e s .”

E d ison  lived in P o p e ’s hom e in E liza 
beth  and w orked  16 to  18 hours daily  in a 
tin y  J e r s e y  C ity  lab o ra to ry .

T he re a l ta rg e t  fo r any inven to r w as 
W estern  Union and v ice  v e rsa , s ince  W est
e rn  Union w as not abou t to  le t u p s ta r t  in
v en to rs  b ecom e c o m p etito rs .

W estern  U nion bought out E d ison  and 
P o p e  w ith in  six m on ths. M arsha ll Lef- 
fe r ts , a  top execu tive , asked  E dison  to  d e 
vote  h is ta le n ts  exclusive ly  to W estern  
Union.

N o financ ia l te rm s  w ere  se t. E dison 
m ad e  dozens of m in o r im p ro v em en ts  to 
W estern  Union equ ipm ent.

F in a lly , w hen he m ad e  m a jo r  im p ro v e
m e n ts  on the  co m p an y ’s s tock  tick e r, su re  
to  re a p  huge sav ings, L e ffe rts  decided  it 
w as tim e  to se ttle  accoun ts  befo re  E dison

recognized  his re a l w orth .
L e ffe rts  sum m oned  E dison  to New Y ork 

in 1871 and  asked  him  how m uch  the  com 
pany ow ed him .

T he in ven to r reca lled  in la te r  y e a rs  th a t 
he  said  he  should g e t $5,000 and  w ould not 
s e tt le  for le ss  than $3,000. W hen L e ffe rts  
o ffered  him  $40,000 he quickly  accep ted .

H e cashed  the  check and by his own a c 
count w en t back  to  New J e rse y  by fe rry 

boat and tra in  w ith  h is o v erco a t and su it 
pockets stu ffed  w ith  sm all bills.

W ithin 30 day s E d ison  had spen t v irtu a l
ly the  e n tire  fo rtune  fo r new  e x p erim en ta l 
equ ipm ent. He e x p la in e d :

“ M ine w as too sangu ine  a  te m p e ra m e n t 
to keep  m oney in so lita ry  co n fin em en t.” 

B ut som eth ing  m o re  im p o rtan t had been 
re leased  from  con finem en t: E d iso n ’s ge
nius. T.A. E dison , inven to r, had a rr iv e d .

MIDDLESEX COUNTY COLLEGE

is proud to take part in the

1979 EDISON 
CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION

While Thomas Alva Edison made history by

T o w e r  m u s e u m  o p e n  t o
ED ISO N  — A m in ia tu re  lig h t bulb th a t

E d ison  Memorial T ow er m useum .
The m u seu m  is open T uesdays through 

T h u rsd ay s  from  10 a  m . to 3 p .m ., on F r i 
d ay s  fro m  10 a  m . to  3:30 p .m . and on Sat
u rd ay s  and Sundays fro m  10 a m . to noon 
and from  1 to  5 p .m .

I t  is c losed  on M ondays. ____________

R ese rv a tio n s  and  to u r in fo rm ation  m ay  
be  ob ta ined  by co n tac tin g  R ic h ard  W alc- 
zak a t th e  m useum .

The tow er itse lf , d ark en ed  from  1976 to 
e a r ly  th is y e a r , is sh in ing  b rig h te r  than 
ever.

The s ta te  D e p a rtm e n t of E n v iro n m en ta l 
P ro tec tio n  re w ire d  the  tow er a t  a  cost of 
$45,000 and the  13-foot ligh tbu lb  began  to 
glow again  in M arch .

bringing the world out of darkness with the 
electric light one-hundred years ago, M iddle
sex, your community college, has dedicated 
itself to highlighting and making available
diversified education, enlightenment, and 
enrichment in the world of today.

#■



The Black Maria, the first film studio, was built by Thomas Edison in 1893.

B etter ba ttery  m ade
T hom as A. E d ison  began  w orking  to  

m ak e  a  b e tte r  e le c tr ic a l b a tte ry  a t  the  
tu rn  of the  cen tu ry .

At the  tim e , e ffic ien t e le c tr ic a l g e n e ra 
to rs, called  dynam os, w ere  used  to g e n e r
a te  e le c tr ic ity . B a tte r ie s  to  s to re  e le c tr i
cal c u rre n t w e re  in com m on use.

T hese lead-acid  b a tte r ie s  w ere  heavy  
and d estroyed  them selves. E d ison ’s con
tribu tion  to  th is field w as the  n ickel-iron- 
a lkaline  b a tte ry , p e rfec ted  a f te r  10 y e a rs  
of re se a rc h , som e 50,000 e x p e rim en ts  and

w ith $1 m illion  of E d iso n ’s own m oney.
The a lk a lin e  b a tte ry  is s till in use 

today.
T he b a tte ry  he c re a te d  w as lig h te r than  

the  lead-acid  b a tte r ie s  and slow er to de
com pose. Also, upon rech arg in g , the  b a t
te ry  would re a s s u m e  i ts  fo rm e r in te rn a l 
physical s tru c tu re .

An e le c tr ic a l s to ra g e  b a tte ry  is a cell or 
a group  of ce lls  w hich a re  e lec tro ly tic  
units and p roduce  e le c tr ic a l energy  fro m  a 
chem ica l action .

ui

studio built
T hom as A. E d ison  did m any  e x p erim en ts  w ith  m otion 

p ic tu res.
Though his ro le  a s  a  p ioneer in the  in dustry  has been 

c ritic ized  by som e scho lars , it is known th a t, a s  e a rly  as 
1887, he e xp ressed  an in te re s t in a  device to reco rd  m otion  
to m e m b e rs  of h is s taff.

U sing a  film  developed by th e  E a s tm a n  K odak Com
pany, E d ison  and his a s s is ta n ts  bu ilt B lack  M aria , the 
f ir s t  specially -designed  m otion p ic tu re  studio , in 1893.

The nex t y e a r , a  peephole dev ice, the  K inetoscope, de
veloped by E dison , p resen ted  the  f ir s t  paid  public  m otion 
p ic tu re  shows.

E dison favored  the peep-show , individual p ro jec tions, 
w hile o th e r inven tors — including Louis L um iere , Thom 
as  A rm at, and o th e rs  — w ent on to  devise  sy stem s, using 
a screen  on a w all, w hich w ere  th e  fo reb ears  of the  m od
ern  m ovie  th e a te r .

W illiam  K.L. D ickson, a  key figure  in E d iso n ’s lab o ra 
tory  developm en t of m otion  p ic tu re  c a m e ra s  and p ro je c 
tors, said  of the  B lack  M aria : “ W ith its  flapping sail-like 
roof and ebony h u e ,” The B lack M aria  “ has a w ierd  and 
sem i-nau tica l a p p ea ran ce , and the uncanny e ffec t is not 
lessened  w hen, on an  im p ercep tab le  signal, the  g re a t 
building sw ings slowly around upon a  g raph ited  cen te r, 
p resen tin g  any given a n g le M jh e  ra y s  of the sun, and re n 
dering  the opera tions independent of da ily  v a ria tio n s .”

T A I L O R  M A D E !

Federal Business Centers
New Multi-Purpose Buildings

1600 Square Feet — 75,000 Square Feet Available

Designed for U tility  by Federal Business Centers

Converting Dreams into Factual Achievements
Space . . . designed to fit the requirements of a tenant's present needs with 
room for future growth, many built-in energy-saving features and a prime 
location. That was our goal in designing this five-unit complex! That goal is 
now a hard fact reality with the 3rd building scheduled for completion in 
June. Fourth building scheduled for completion in December.

For further information on the availability of Industrial and Office Space, 
call us or

VISIT OUR BOOTH ON FRIDAY OR SATURDAY.

A. Modular Construction—Means Tailor 
Made Space

B. Prestige Location—At Raritan Center, 
Edison, N.J.

C. Suitability—For Any Type of Business 
Office, Distribution, Manufacturing or 
Service

D. Room for Growth—Whenever it Is 
Needed

Building 1 —Fully Leased. Building 2 —Under Construction 
Buildings 4  & 5 —In Design S tage  to r 1979

P rim e C om m ercial/Industrial P roperties 
W arehousing/D istribution Services

300  Raritan Center Parkway 
Edison, New Jersey 0 8817

(201) 225-2200
- * -- ^  -V *  3; ;  ."V \  V  ;• >  r ;  > *
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Incandescent lam p developed

L am p  rep lica
The first successful incandescent 
lamp invented by Thomas Alva Edis
on in Menlo Park used a filament of 
carbonized cotton seweing thread and 
burned for 40 hours.

“ T he longer it bu rned , th e  m o re  fa sc in a te d  w e w ere. 
N one of us could go to  bed, and  th e re  w as no s leep  for 
any of us fo r 40 hours.

“ We s a t  and ju s t  w a tched . I t  w as anx ie ty  grow ing 
in to  e la tio n . The lam p  la s ted  abou t 45 hours, and I re a 
lized th a t  the  p ra c tic a l in can d escen t lam p  had  been 
born . T A E ”

In th ese  h e a r tfe lt  w ords, th e  in im itab le  inven tor 
T hom as A lva E dison  re m e m b e re d  the even ts  of Oc
to b e r 19-21, 1879. Two y e a rs  of laborious re s e a rc h  had 
y ielded  th is lam p  p ro to type, the f ir s t  to p ro m ise  p ra c 
tica l and inexpensive  ligh t to the  w orld.

W hen E d ison  began  his incandescen t ligh t ex p eri
m en ts  in the  au tum n  of 1887, a rc  ligh ts  (la rg e , b rillian t 
e le c tr ic  lam ps re q u irin g  a high c u rre n t and em ittin g  
noxious g ase s) w ere  a lre ad y  in use  for ligh ting  
s tre e ts .

T h e re  w as w id esp read  in te re s t am ong  inven to rs  to 
develop  a  sy s te m  by w hich the  e le c tr ic  ligh t could be 
“ su b d iv id e d ;” th a t  is, divide the  in tense  ligh t into 
m any  sm a lle r , m ild e r, ind iv idually -con tro lled  ligh ts 
for d o m estic  use.

“ The p ro b le m ,” said  M r. E dison , “ app ea led  to m y 
im ag ina tion  a lso .”

In e a rly  O ctober 1878, the  E d ison  E le c tr ic  L ight 
C om pany ( la te r  to becom e G enera l E le c tr ic )  w as o r 
ganized in New Y ork C ity to a tta c k  the in candescen t 
ligh t p rob lem .

E dison  pe rce ived  th a t lam ps em ploying  h igh -resis
ta n ce  fila m e n ts  and connected  in p a ra lle l c irc u its  
w ere  the key to  p ra c tic a l “ subd iv ision” of the  e le c tr ic  
light. E q ually  im p o rtan t, a  h igher vacuum  had to be

a tta in ed  inside th e  bulb, in o rd e r to  ex tend  the  life of 
the  glow ing filam en t.

A fter m on ths of e x ten s iv e  ex p erim en ta tio n  on 
hundreds of d iffe ren t filam e n t m a te r ia ls , E d ison  se t
tled upon carbon  a s  th e  m o st sa tis fa c to ry .

E dison  and his a sso c ia te s  tried  passing  e le c tr ic ity  
through a carbon ized  p iece of co tton  sew ing th read  
ben t into a  horseshoe shape. The best vacuum  pum p 
av ailab le , fu r th e r  im proved  by E dison , w as em ployed, 
c re a tin g  a su b sta n tia l vacuum  w ithin  the  sea led  g lass 
globe.

The lam p  burned  fo r w hat w as then a  re m ark ab ly  
long tim e. Two y ears  a f te r  beginning w ork, T hom as 
E dison  w as victorious.

N ew s of E d iso n ’s invention astounded  the  w orld. 
E d ison  E le c tr ic  stock  ro se  to $3,500 a sh a re  w hile gas 
ligh ting  stocks p lum m etted .

The f ir s t  sm all, w orkable  ligh ting  sy stem  w as fra n ti
ca lly  p re p a red  fo r a dem o n stra tio n  a t  E d iso n ’s M enlo 
P a rk  lab o ra to ry  in D ecem b er 1879 ; its  ligh ts d isp layed  
for the  public on New Y e a r’s E ve.

E dison  re c a lle d  the  c e le b ra tio n : “ The Pennsy lvan ia  
R ailro ad  ra n  spec ia l tra in s  from  New Y ork, bring ing  a 
crow d of 3,000 people to  see  the new  lig h t!”

The “ W izard of M enlo P a rk ”  had estab lished  the 
basic  p rin c ip le  of a successfu l ligh t bulb.

Its  p ra c tic a l use, how ever, would be dependen t upon 
E dison developing a  v a s t “ s y s te m ” of e le c tr ic a l gen
e ra tion  and  d istribu tion .

Of the 1,093 U.S. p a ten ts  Edison  obtained  during  his 
84 y e a rs , 356 d e a lt w ith  e le c tr ic  ligh ting  and the g en er
ation  and d is tribu tion  of e lec tric ity .

Phonograph invented
The phonograph , a  m a c h in e  w hich rep ro d u c es  sound, 

w as  developed  by T h o m as A. E d iso n  in 1877 w hen he w as 
se a rc h in g  fo r a  h igh-speed  te le g ra p h  tra n s m itte r .

W hile e x p erim en tin g , he no ticed  th a t a  m e ch a n ism  he  
h ad  developed , a  p a p e r ta p e  w ith  inden ta tio n s  re p re se n ti
ng  th e  do ts  and  d ash es  of M orse  code, gav e  off a  m u sica l 
sound w hen th e  ta p e  s tru c k  th e  end of an ad ju s tin g  sp ring  
in th e  m ech an ism .

U sing  th is  o b se rv a tio n , E d ison  designed  a  m ach in e  
w h ich  co n sis ted  of a  m e ta l cy lin d e r w ith  a  fine, sp ira l 
g ro o v e  im p resse d  on its  su rfa c e , and  tw o  d iaph ragm -and - 
n eed le  un its , one of w hich w ould re c o rd  the  sound, and the 
o th e r  rep ro d u c e  it.

T he cy lin d e r w as m oun ted  on a  m ech an ism , so th a t 
tu rn in g  a  h and le  w ould m a k e  it bo th  revo lve  and m ove 
fro m  le f t  to righ t.

I t  is sa id  th a t  E d ison  w as astounded  w hen th e  m ach in e  
p roduced  a recogn izab le  rep ro d u c tio n  of h is voice.

E d ison  filed  a p a te n t fo r th e  invention  on D ec. 24, 1877, 
and  no th ing  in th e  P a te n t  O ffice re sem b le d  th e  in s tru 
m e n t he had  c re a te d .

100 YEARS AGO EDISON HAD 
AN IDEA THAT IMPROVED 

ALL OUR LIVES . . .
W e  h a v e  lots o f id e as  to  
im p ro v e  y o u r life  to d a y !

Ask Us At Th« Csntsnnial exposition

WOODBRIDGE AVE.
edison 985 -5252

1 mi. w«*t of Middlotox Co. College

First National State Bank-Edison
A First National State Bancorpora tion Bank Member FDIC

21 Offices conveniently Ideated throughout Middlesex,
Monmouth and Ocean Counties YOUR NEAREST GOOD 
NEIGHBOR OFFICES: EDISON: Route 27 & Stony Road 
West •  Menlo Park Shopping Center •  1630 Oak Tree Road 
•  Raritan Arsenal, Woodbridge Avenue

1 Aj"

First 
National 
State

985-0500

T o  c o v e r  t h e  
fu ll s p e c t r u m  o f  
a l l  y o u r
b a n k i n g  n e e d s .

See ou r booth at the  
Edison C entennial Exposition  

M ay 4  and 5 at 
M iddlesex C ounty College



Edison’s
w orks
listed

M ost people can iden tify  
Edison as the  inven to r of 
the light bulb, the phono
g raph , and the m otion pic
tu re  c a m e ra . Beyond tha t, 
th e i r  k n o w le d g e  of h is  
w orks is lim ited .

E dison earn ed  1,093 U.S. 
p a ten ts  in a ll, m o re  than 
any o th e r individual. Some 
of his m o re  sign ifican t de
velopm ents follow:

1868 — Inven ted  e lec tric  
vote re c o rd e r (Oct. 13).

1869 — Inven ted  e lec tric  
stock  ticker.

1872 — Invented  m oto- 
g raph  and duplex, quadru- 
p lex, sex tuplex  and m u lti
plex te leg rap h  system s.

1874 — Inven ted  “ e lec tric  
p e n ” and m anual d up lica t
ing p ress.

1875 — D iscovered  “ eth- 
e ric  fo rc e .”

1877 — Invented  telephone 
tra n s m itte r  and the m ic ro 
phone (A pril 27). Invented  
the phonograph (D ec. 6).

1879 — Inven ted  the  in
c a n d e s c e n t e le c tr ic  lig h t 
(Oct. 21). G ave f ir s t  public 
d em onstra tion  of e le c tr ic  
s tre e t  and building lighting 
in M enlo P a rk  (D ec. 31).

1880 — D iscovered  “ E d is
on E f fe c t ,” the fundam ental 
p rinc ip le  of the  science  of 
e lec tron ics. Invented  m ag 
netic  o re  se p a ra to r  (April 
3). Inven ted  and in sta lled  
f irs t e le c tr ic  ra ilw ay  for 
fre igh t and p assen g er use 
(M ay 13).

1883 — P a te n te d  the elec- 
trie  ind ica to r using “ Edison 
E f fe c t” (Nov. 15).

1885 — Invented  sy stem  of 
w ire less  te leg rap h y  for use 
betw een m oving tra in s  and 
ra ilw ay  sta tio n s, as well as 
ship-to-shore (M arch  27).

1889 — F ir s t  p ro je c ted  an 
ex p erim en ta l m otion pic
tu re  (Oct. 6).

1891 — P a te n te d  the m o
tion p ic tu re  c a m e ra  (Aug. 
24).

1894 — F ir s t  co m m erc ia l 
show ing of m otion p ic tu res  
on B roadw ay in New York 
City (A pril 14).

1896 — I n v e n te d  th e  
fluoroscope, using p rin c i
p les of x -ray  for m edicine 
and su rgery .

1899 — I n v e n te d  th e  
fluo rescen t ligh t (M ay 16).

1902 — Invented  the  a lk a 
line s to rag e  b a tte ry .

1905 — E stab lish ed  the 
f irs t P o rtlan d  C em ent m ill. 
In troduced  new  d ic ta ting  
m ach ine  which allow ed the 
d ic ta to r to h e a r  repe titions 
and note  co rrec tions.

1907 — In tro d u c e d  the  
f i r s t  u n iv e r s a l  e l e c t r i c  
m o to r w hich opera ted  on all 
ligpting c ircu its .

1912 — In tro d u c e d  the  
K inetophone (ta lk ing  m o
tion p ic tu re ).

1914 — Inven ted  a m ethod 
for producing synthetic car
bolic acid. Invented the Te
lescribe, combining the 
telephone and the dictating 
phonograph. Patented elec
tric safety lanterns for use 
by miners (Oct. 13).

1915 — Established plants 
for manufacture of coal-tar 
derivatives.

John F. Kennedy 
Medical Center

Growing to Meet 
Tomorrow’s Health Needs

John F. Kennedy Medical Center under
takes its third major expansion program in 
1979 in a development program keyed to 
providing both the facilities and programs 
needed to meet the present and future 
health needs of this region.

A $3,700,000 project will expand the 
capabilities of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Jr. Rehabilitation Institute, a major division 
of Kennedy Medical Center. The Johnson 
Institute now provides 48 beds for inpa
tients in addition to comprehensive outpa
tient treatment programs and varied clinic

services. Sports medicine and cardio
pulmonary rehabilitation are two programs 
included in the expansion.

The new program follows by just two 
years completion of a $3,000,000 project 
adding the Radiation Therapy Center for 
the treatment of cancer patients and the 
Family Practice Center for the training of 
young doctors as family physicians. In 
1974, a $14,000,000 expansion doubled the 
size of the Medical Center to its present 
total of 415 beds and added the Johnson 
institute.

J O I  IZV F .  K E N N E D Y  
M E D I C A L  C E N T E R

Board of Trustees ^
ANTHONY M YELENCSICS 
Chairman
MRS, EDWARD A. PARTENOPE 
President
JOHN TIMKO. JR,
Executive Vice President 
CHARLES DEARBORN 
Vice President 
HERBERT G. STOLZER 
Vice President 
THOMAS SWALES, JR 
Vice President 
tRVING TRIPP 
Vice President
DR. A. PETER CAPPARELLI 
Secretary
J. ARTHUR APPLEGATE 
Treasurer
CHARLES L. GIFPORD 
Assistant Treasurer 
REINHOLD M. PAULUS 
Assistant Treasurer

DONALD T AKEY, M.D 
DR RALPH P BARONE 
W ILLIAM E BROTHERS 
MORRIS BROWN 
JOHN W BURK 
NORMAN A. COHEN 
THOMAS O, COLEMAN 
ROY DOCTOFSKY 
SEN. BERNARD J. DWYER 
SOLOMON EPSTEIN
R. JOSEPH FERENCZI 
MRS ROBERT E. HOLMES 
LOUIS HOWARD 
STEWART M. HUTT 
ALEX S. KUDRON
S. ELLIOTT MAYO
R. BRUCE MCDOWELL 
ROBERT J. MCKENNA 
VICTOR F MELIN 
VAL MESZAROS 
JOHN P MOLNAR 
RALPH J. MUEHLIG 
EDWARD A. PARTENOPE, M D 
EARLE N. PETERSON, D.V.M 
PHILIP SCHWALJE 
SOL SEID
LEONARD SENDELSKY 
WALLACE A. STEINBERG 
G NICHOLAS VENEZIA 
SEN. LAURENCE S. WEISS

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
W ILLIAM H. AINSLIE, M.D. 
MAYOR JOHN J. CASSIDY 
MRS STANLEY T. KOZAL 
MAYOR DONALD J. WERNIK

HONORARY MEMBERS
KENNETH BERG 
LEONARD BERG 
ROBERT N. BROWN 
DR. FRANK M. CHAMBERS 
JEREMIAH GUMBS 
OTTO MAYER'
FRANK VISCEGLIA, SR. 
WARREN W. WILENTZ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OSEPH SHERBER

EDISON, NEW JERSEY

1927 — Commenced ex
periments to discover a do
mestic source of natural 
rubber.
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E x p o s i t i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  l i s t e d

EDISON — The following is a list of ex
hibitors at the 1979 Edison Centennial Ex
position.

Floram Travel Inc, of 1333 St. George 
Ave., Colonia; Whitemarsh Corp. of Edis
on; Bamberger Polymers (NJ) Inc. of 8 
Greek Lane, Edison; Ed-Chem Corp. of 16 
Letson Place, Edison; New Brunswick 
Saw Service of 5 Greek Lane, Edison; 
Video Corporation of America of 1913 
Route 27, Edison; Skil Corp. of 6 Kilmer 
Court, Edison and United Jersey Bank- 
Central of Elizabeth.

Also Lynn Distributors of 2058 Route 27, 
Edison; Ramada Inn of 3050 Woodbridge 
Ave., Edison; Akai America, Ltd. of 6 
Kilmer Road, Edison; Cooperative Office 
Education Program, care of Edison High 
School; Middlesex County Department of 
Industry and Economic Development of

841 Georges Road, North Brunswick; Na- 
rhetre Co. of 272 Loring Ave., Edison; 
Brunswick Office Systems, Inc. of 1605 
Route 27, Edison; and Garden State 
Health Services of 61 Jamaica St., Edis
on.

Also John F. Kennedy Medical Center of 
Edison; Clarke Employment Agency of 
495 Main St., Metuchen; Edison Travel, 
Inc. of Route 27 and Parsonage Road, 
Edison; Automatic Catering, Inc. of 58 
Brunswick Ave., Edison; Edison Divison 
of Health, 80 Idlewild Road; Allsafe Lad
der & Scaffolding Co. of 33 Gross Ave., 
Edison; First National State Bank on 
Route 27 and Stoney Road, Edison; Bur- 
mah-Castrol, Inc. of 30 Executive Ave., 
Edison; Edison Police Department and 
Public Service Electric and Gas Co. of 
Springfield.

Also Edison Fire Department; Middle
sex County College; Bridge Supply of New 
Brunswick; Raritan Supply of Meadow 
Road, Edison; New Jersey Bell Telephone 
of 445 Georges Road, North Brunswick; 
J.M. Huber of Thornall Street, Edison; 
Kiwanis Club of Edison; Edison Packag
ing of Route 1, Edison Industrial Park; 
and Metex Corp. of 970 New Durham 
Road, Edison.

Also YMCA Metuchen/Edison of 65 High 
St., Metuchen; Summit Associates of 20 
Northfield Ave., Edison; The News Tri
bune; Edison CETA program; Suziki of 
Edison, 920 Route 1, Edison; First Savings 
and Loan of Perth Amboy, 339 State 
Street; Edison Young Democrats of 736 
Amboy Ave.; and MacPherson Agency of 
1918 Route 27, Edison.

Also Snelling & Snelling of 100 Menlo

Park, Edison; Edison Chapter of Deborah, 
85 Burnham Drive; Joe Marra Travels of 
1199 Amboy Ave., Edison; Montgomery 
Ward of 1800 Route 27, Edison; Middlesex 
County Arts Council, 37 Route 27, Edison; 
Middlesex County Arts Council, 37 Oak- 
wood Ave., Edison; Interstate Container 
Corp. of 2960 Woodbridge Ave., Edison; 
Edison Raritan Bay Area REACT; Edison 
Senior Citizens of 2965 Woodbridge Ave.; 
and Township Directory Corp. of Car
teret.

Also B & M Lumber Co. of Woodbridge 
Avenue; Edison Garden Club; Fedders 
Air Conditioning Co. of Woodbridge Ave.; 
Sisser Brothers of 21 Progress St.; Edison 
Police Reserves; B & B Photo Graphics of 
5 Lenox St.; Miller Knapp Inc. of Fulton 
Street at Route 1; U.S. Navy; U.S. Army 
and Federal Warehouses in Edison.

The original tin-foil phonograph 
invented by Thomas Edison in 1877

COME SEE OUR
E X H IB IT  AT T H E  

EDISON CEN TEN N IA L  
E X H I B I T I O N

E D I S O N

NEVER  
HEARD IT  
SO GOOD

The Electric Light is only 
34 Years Older than us . .

SEE OUR 
iOOTH 
AT THf 

CENTENNIAL 
EXPOSITION

AGENTS FOR

21 PROGRESS ST. 
EDISON

l/ a r# i

can 756-3100
. '■"TTT—

W E  A R E  P R O U D
TO BE PART OF

EDISON’S CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
In keeping with the tradition started by Thomas A. Edison, we are continuing to help 
with the growth of Edison Township through our part in the development of Raritan 
Center.

Over the years we have been responsible for the development of millions of square 
feet of industrial space, and thousands of jobs and we look toward a greater future.
We are particularly pleased with the progress of our Raritan Plaza office complex.
. . . And For Offices, Too!
A sk us about R aritan Plaza II where 82,000 sq. ft. of p rim e office space will be ready for occupancy in 
Jun e  1979. It is located in a planned environm ent with on-site banking, restaurant, and hotel facilities.

F o r  brochures and inform ation on the 
a va ila b ility  of office and industrial space, be 
sure to stop at our booth at the

EDISON
CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION
Friday, May 4th or Saturday, May 5th.

Call Joseph Romano today at (201) 225-2900 for full details!

b y  m m I II
N { W

SUMMIT ASSOCIATES, INC.

Raritan Center, Edison, N. J. 
08817, (201) 225-2900 
Corporate Headquarters:

155 Washington St.
Newark. N. J. 07102, (201) 643-2222

P E N N S Y L V A N IA  ^  ,

ph,lA-,>nEw*  RARITAN
/'jfftSf CENTER

naiop
tn A tu rm  A 0 * f< *  Farts

4 .4 4 *  t r



Edison Township took 
inventor’s name in ’54

By D EB R A  R U BIN  
Special to  The N ew s T ribune

ED ISO N  — E dison Tow nship has only 
been known by th a t nam e since 1954 when 
v o te rs  decided to change the  nam e from  
R a r ita n  Township.

The n am e  change w as m ade in honor of 
T hom as A. E d ison , who w orked in the  
M enlo P a rk  section  of the  tow nship  from  
1876 to  1887, p e rfec tin g  his incandescen t 
ligh t bulb and labo ring  over a n u m b er of 
o th e r inventions.

The n am e change also  w as a im ed  a t  
c lea rin g  up som e confusion, since the  m u
n ic ipality  w as one of th ree  R a rita n  Town
ships in the s ta te . In addition , th e re  w as 
a lso  a R a r ita n  Borough.

F ir s t  d esigna ted  R a r ita n  in 1870, the  
tow nship w as fo rm ed  from  portions of 
W oodbridge and P isc a taw a y  tow nships. 
An In d ia n  w o rd , “ R a r i t a n ”  m e a n s  
“ forked r iv e r”  and re fe rs  to  the  two 
s tre a m s  w hich un ite  to  fo rm  the a re a . 1

The e a r lie s t  se ttle m e n t in the tow nship 
w as the v illage  of P isc a taw a y  tow n. D a t
ing back  to  1668, the  Indian v illage  once 
held th e  se a t of ju s tic e  for M iddlesex and 
S om erse t counties,

A nother section  of th e  tow nship, Stelton, 
w as also  se ttle d  in 1668 and it w as h e re  
th a t the  f ir s t  church  in E dison w as bu ilt 21 
y e a rs  la te r . I t  is the s ite  of the  p re sen t 
S telton B ap tis t Church.

P isc a taw a y  tow n w as the site  of the f irs t 
schoolhouse, bu ilt of logs in 1694. Old P o st 
R oad w as the  e a r lie s t road  in E dison and 
w as used by G eorge  W ashington a s  he 
trave led  to  New Y ork City fo r his inaugu
ra tio n  as  p residen t.

S k irm ishes took p lace in the  n earby  
a re a s  during  the R evolution, but no m a jo r  
battles w ere  fought here . H ow ever, the 
te rr ito ry  w as an a re a  of d ispu te  as  both 
a rm ie s  advanced  and re tre a te d  through 
the  a re a

The y ears  following the revolution saw  a 
rap id  grow th in the  a re a . The fe rry  acro ss

the R a rita n  R iver w as rep laced  by a 
b ridge  and ra il lines w ere  laid  in the  tow n
ship. Sm all v illages developed around  the 
ra ilro ad  s ta tio n s  w hich w ere  bu ilt a t S tel
ton and M enlo P a rk .

T hroughout m o st of the 1800s and e a rly  
1900s, E d ison  w as a  p ro sperous fa rm in g  
com m unity . The Stelton R ailroad  S tation 
w as bu ilt in 1895, com bining the  depot, 
post office, s to re  and dw elling. This build
ing served  as the  ra ilro a d  s ta tion  until the 
1950s.

The f ir s t  tro lley  line w as la id  in 1900 and 
the Lehigh V alley and  R ead ing  R ailro ad s  
la te r  laid  tra c k s  in the  tow nship to p rovide 
fre ig h t serv ice .

Som e of the  p rinc ipa l in d u strie s  in the 
tow nship d ea lt w ith  m ining, shipping and 
m an u fac tu rin g  of fire-c lay , fire-sand  and 
kaolin.

B ut a s  the tow nship developed, co n tro 
v ers ies  a ro se  Concerning se rv ices  and cap 
ital im p ro v em en ts  in the  a re a .

In 1905, re s id en ts  of the  M etuchen a re a  
petitioned  the s ta te  fo r a s e p a ra te  c h a r te r , 
thus fo rm ing  a th ree -m ile  tow nship righ t 
in the  c e n te r  of Edison.

H ighland P a rk -a re a  re s id en ts  followed 
this exam p le  in 1905 and th a t a re a  w as in
co rp o ra ted  a s  a borough, reducing  the 
tow nship by tw o m o re  m iles.

F ou r and a half m o re  sq u are  m iles w ere 
lost to the  tow nship du ring  W orld W ar I 
when the fed e ra l governm en t bought land 
to build the  R a rita n  A rsenal, a m a jo r  m u- 
n itions-producing  c e n te r. C am p K ilm er 
w as built a f te r  additional governm en t p u r
chases of land during  W orld W ar II.

M ost of the  land used by th ese  fac ilitie s  
has since been re tu rn e d  to public  use. P a r t  
of the a rsen a l is  now the  hom e of M iddle
sex County College. A la rg e  portion  of the 
land w as a lso  used fo r R a r ita n  C en ter, a 
huge in dustria l com plex w hich continues 
to expand and is cu rre n tly  building a 
m a jo r office building.

A M B O Y
VIDEO SYSTEMS

Serving Industry Since 1945
S O N Y -U -M A T IC  +  BETA FO R M A T

317 HALL AVE., PERTH AMBOY
(Off 287 A 440)

DESIGNED •  INSTALLED •  SERVICED 
"SALES TRAINING"

CCTV-IND. BANKS-SURVEILLANCE 
24 HR. SERVICE— FACTORY TRAINED TECH 

CAMERAS-MONITORS-VTR SYSTEMS 
PROJECTORS, 16 M M -35 MM-OVERHEAD  

UPDATE ANY SYSTEM 
PRERECORDED TAPES ALL TYPES 

ADVENT • SONY 6 A  7 FT. PROJ. TV
S A L E S  • R E N T A L S  • S E R V I C E

4 4 2 -1 6 2 5

l i g h t  u p  
y o u r  l i f e !

Thom as Edison provided the world with incandescent 
light.

First Savings provides “ financial light"’ to thousands 
of fam ilies in the Raritan Bay area. Savings A ccounts. 
C ertificates of D eposit. M ortgages. H om e Im prove
m ent Loans. Christmas and Vacation Clubs. And so, 
so m uch m ore.

Put a little light in your “ financial life."’ With First 
Savings.

Be sure to visit our booth at the 
Edison Centennial Exposition, 
Middlesex College, Friday, May 4 
or Saturday, May 5.

i MEMBER

S31&
339 State Street, Perth Am boy *  325 Amboy Avenue, W oodbridge 

1Q1 New Brunswick Avenue, Hopelawn •  980 Amboy Avenue. Edison 
•  1199 Gfeen Street, iselin

EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER

•o
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THE M OST ADVANCED
TELEPHONE SYSTEM

M ON EY CAN BUY IS THE ONE 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO  BUY.

Advances in telecommunications are 
happening so fast there’s only one thing you can 
be sure of.

In the future, they’ll happen even faster.
And, unless you’ve recently changed it, 

the business telephone system you have today is 
probably already obsolete.

And the system you get 
tomorrow will probably 
become obsolete in just a few
years.

>o whats
The Bell System.
The telephone equip

ment offered by the Bell System 
is as technologically advanced 
as any in the world.

And we have a wide selection of 
systems. From our new Dimension®
PBX to data terminals to paging 
systems.

But these are not the only reasons 
you should use Bell equipment.

Another reason is because you 
don’t have to buy it.

That way, your business 
won’t get tied down to today’s 
state-of-the-art.

When we introduce 
better equipment, you can 
upgrade your system without

the bother of trying to unload your outdated 
equipment.

It can grow as fast as your business grows.
It can even shrink if (heaven forbid) your 

business shrinks.
There’s also one more thing you should 

consider.
Money.
The money you can make by not tying up 

your cash in capital equipment.
If you want the most advanced

, em money can huyPwhv
one ?

Get one from Bell.
We won’t tie your money up. 

And we won’t tie your business down.

The system is the solution.

New Jersey Bell



Edison ’s writings show
T hom as E dison w as a  p ro lific  w rite r , a  

keen d ia r is t, and soph istica ted  philoso
pher.

T hese a re  som e of h is re m a rk s , g leaned  
fro m  his w ritin g s  and from  in terv iew s. 
They in d ica te  not only the  m a n ’s m a rk  of 
genius, bu t h is f irm  reso lve  of purpose.

— “ G enius is ninety-nine p e rc en t p e rsp i
ra tio n  and one p e rcen t in sp ira tio n .”

— “ My purpose is to  s tim u la te  the  in te r
e s t of the youth of A m erica  in m en ta l de
velopm ent, w ith p a r tic u la r  em phasis  on 
sc ien tific  m a tte rs ;  and, m o re  genera lly ,

in the high ideals  th a t m ak e  for the  fin es t 
types of A m erican  m anhood .”

— “ We so m etim es  le a rn  a  lo t fro m  our 
fa ilu re s  if w e have  put into the e ffo rt the  
best thought and w ork  w e a re  capab le  
o f .”

— “ When I w an t to  d iscover som eth ing , 
I begin by read ing  up every th in g  th a t has 
been done along th a t  line in the  p a s t — 
th a t ’s w hat a ll th ese  books in the  lib ra ry  
a re  for. I see  w hat has been  accom plished  
a t g re a t expense in the  past. I g a th e r  the  
d a ta  of m any  thousands of ex p erim en ts  a s

a s ta r tin g  point, and then  I m a k e  thou
sands m o re .”

— “ B efore I have  done w ith it I m ean  to 
succeed. I have  th e  rig h t p rin c ip le  and am  
on the rig h t tra c k , bu t tim e , hard  w ork and 
som e good luck  a re  n e c e ssa ry  too. I t  has 
been ju s t so in all of m y  inventions.

“ The f ir s t  s tep  is an in tu ition , and 
com es w ith  a b u rs t, then d ifficu lties  a r is e  
— th is th ing  gives out and then th a t — 
‘B ugs,’ a s  such little  fau lts  and d ifficu lties  
a re  called  — show them selves  and m on ths 
of in tense  w atch ing , study  and labor a re

re q u is ite  before  co m m erc ia l su ccess , or 
fa ilu re , is d e te rm in e d .”

— “ D iscovery  is not inven tion , and I d is 
like to see  th e  tw o w ords confounded. A 
d iscovery  is m o re  or less in the  n a tu re  of 
an acc iden t. A m an  w alks a long  th e  road  
in tending  to  ca tch  th e  tra in . On the  w ay 
h is  f o o t  k i c k s  a g a i n s t  s o m e t h i n g  
and . . .  he sees  a gold b ra c e le t im bedded 
in the dust. He has d iscovered  th a t — c e r 
ta in ly  not invented  it. He did not se t ouf to 
find a b ra c e le t, y e t the  value  is ju s t  as 
g re a t .”

This year, 1979, is the 100th anniversary of Thomas Alva
QisorVs invention of the electric light. The event symbolizes 
the inventiveness of man, the promise of research, and the 
importance of energy.
The genius of Edison touches all of our lives,
every day, in many ways. The electric light,
motion pictures, the phonograph, the discovery
making radio transmission possible, and the . ^ l l l
concept of using talented scientific teams to jmHHk
develop new inventions are only a few of , 1 f
Edison’s lasting contributions to mankind, a&’i  jjj 'j
During this, the Centennial of Light, ;vjr■'
we pay tribute to 
this great American.

CENTENNIAL OF LIGHT

Public Service Visit the dramatic tribute to Thomas Edison aboard the Second Sun, PSE&Gs floating energy information center on the 
i f  Electric and Gas Delaware in historic Burlington, N. J. “Century of Light” is an exciting, entertaining, multi-media theater presentation to

9  Company delight all ages. Open Wed.-Sun. every week. Phone (609) 387-3800
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PROUD!
Yes, we are proud of ©ur town and the progress that w® have enjoyed 
since the discovery of the incandescent light by Thomas A, Edison in 
1879, Our business firms and organizations are proud too of their 
accomplishments over the years that they have been located in Edis
on. They therefor® invite you to view their progress at the;

EDISON CENTENNIAL 
EXPOSITION

to be held at
S P O N SO R ED  BY

EDISON TOWNSHIP
EDISON

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY COLLEGE

Friday, May 4th 5 P.M. to 9 P.l 
Saturday, May 5th 10 a.m. to 3 P.M.

■

EDISON CENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION

T h e  fo llo w in g  e v e n ts  a re  s c h e d u le d  fo r th e  re m a in d e r  o f 1 9 7 9  in  Edison T o w n s h ip  to c o m 
m e m o ra te  th e  " C e n te n n ia l  o f L ig h t"  . . .
7. C e n te n n ia l  B a ll to  b e  h e ld  a t  th e  Pines in  O c to b e r.
2 .  2 5 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  c e le b ra tio n  o f th e  n a m in g  o f th e  to w n s h ip  a f te r  Thom as A lv a  Edison. 

G o v e rn o r  o f  N e w  J ersey  a n d  th e  P re s id e n t o f U .S . h a v e  b e e n  in v ite d .
3 . S u n d a y , O c to b e r 2 8  w i l l  fe a tu re  a  p a r a d e  w ith  T h om as  Edison th e m e .
4 .  D is tr ib u tio n  o f 2 0 ,0 0 0  s o u v e n ir m a p s  o f Edison T o w n s h ip .
5 .  P re s e n ta tio n  o f a  b ro n ze  b u s t a n d  p la q u e  o f T h om as  Edison a n d  lis tin g  his accom plish  

m e n ts  w h ile  his la b o ra to ry  w a s  lo c a te d  in  M e n lo  P a rk .
6 .  D e d ic a tio n  o f th e  n e w ly  c o n s tru c ted  M u n ic ip a l b u ild in g .
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Centennial scholars gather atGE in Cleveland

The 102 Edison Centennial of Light Scholars form a replica of the original light 
bulb on the lawn of GE’s Nela Park Lighting Division in Cleveland. The scholars 
were the first chosen in 50 years. In 1929, Edison personally corrected the tests of 
the Golden Jubilee scholars.

102 high school seniors 
commended for “spirit 
of creativity”
A ll 102 E d iso n  C e n te n n ia l  o f  L ig h t 
S c h o la rs  — o u ts ta n d in g  h ig h  sch o o l 
sc ien ce  s tu d e n ts  c h o se n  c o m p e titiv e ly  
f ro m  a ll 50 s ta te s  a n d  th e  D is tr ic t  o f  
C o lu m b ia  — a sse m b le d  M ay  4  a n d  5 in  
C le v e la n d  fo r  h o n o rs  c e re m o n ie s , le c 
tu re s  a n d  s c ie n c e - re la te d  to u rs .

T h e  E d iso n  C e n te n n ia l  S c h o la rs  w ere  
c h o se n  b y  in d iv id u a l s ta te  se le c tio n  
p a n e ls  u n d e r  v a ry in g  p ro c e d u re s  se t u p  
in  e a c h  s ta te . T h e  se le c tio n  p ro cess  w as 
c o o rd in a te d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l  S c ien ce  S u 
p e rv iso rs  A sso c ia tio n  a n d  th e  C o u n c il  o f  
S ta te  S c ien ce  S u perv iso rs .

S tu d e n ts , p a re n ts  a n d  te a c h e rs  w ho  
a r r iv e d  T h u r s d a y  e v en in g , M ay  3, 
g a th e r e d  in fo rm a l ly  a t  C le v e la n d ’s 
f a m e d  C ra w fo rd  a v ia t io n  a n d  a u to  m u 
se u m , w h e re  th e y  w ere  a d d re s s e d  b rie f ly  
b y  J a m e s  G . C o o k , p re s id e n t o f  th e  
T h o m a s  A lv a  E d iso n  F o u n d a tio n , s p o n 
so r o f  th e  C e n te n n ia l  o f  L ig h t.

Earthquakes examined
T h e  fo rm a l p ro g r a m  b e g a n  F r id a y  

m o rn in g  a t  G e n e ra l E le c tr ic ’s L ig h tin g  
D iv ision  h e a d q u a r te r s  in  N e la  P a rk , 
w ith  a  p re s e n ta t io n  by  D r. T u z o  W ilso n  
o n  th e  th e o ry  o f  e a r th q u a k e s . N o w  d i 
r e c to r  o f  th e  O n ta r io  S c ien ce  C e n te r  in  
T o r o n to ,  D r. W ilso n  fo r  30 y ears  w as 
p ro fe sso r  o f  g eo p h y sics  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  T o ro n to .

T h r o u g h  a  series o f  slides, sa te lli te  
p h o to s  a n d  d e m o n s tra t io n s , W ilso n  e n 
te r ta in in g ly  sh o w ed  how , o v e r th e  
c o u rse  o f  m illio n s  o f  y ears , th e  c o n t i 
n e n ts  s e p a ra te d .  H e  sa id  th e  e a r th ’s s u r 
fa c e  is s till s h if tin g , as i f  o n  p la te s , o v er 
th e  so ft u n d e rb e lly  o f  its  in n e r  c o re , a n d  
th a t  its s h if tin g  cau ses  e a r th q u a k e s  th a t  
c a n  b e  d e v a s ta tin g ly  d e s tru c tiv e .

“ I d o n ’t  re a lly  k n o w  w hy  i t  w as th a t

w e d id n ’t re a lize  th is  m a n y  y ears  a g o ,” 
W ilso n  sa id , “b u t  life  is fu ll o f  th in g s  
s ta r in g  y o u  in  th e  fa c e  a n d  o n e  d o e sn ’t 
see i t . ”

D r. W ilso n  also  o b se rv ed  th a t  “b e 
c au se  th e y  a re  n o t p o litic a lly  m o tiv a te d , 
sc ien tis ts  a re  a b le  to  tra v e l a lm o s t 
a n y w h e re  in  th e  w o rld , ev en  u n d e r  th e

m o st s tr a in e d  o f  in te rn a t io n a l  s i tu a 
t io n s .”

“Whole pictures”
D r. M ac  R u g h e im e r  o f  M o n ta n a  

S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  in  B o z e m a n  d e ta i le d  
“h o lo g ra p h y ,” th e  a r t  a n d  sc ience  o f

please turn to page 4
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Unique theatre company offers Edison 
Centennial of Light special

The cast of The Iron Clad Agreement: center, producer/director 
Julia R. Swoyer; left to right, D ’Arcy Webb, K. Wilson Hutton, James 
R. Krut, Christopher Josephs and M.M. Melozzi.

“ L ig h t  F o r c e ,” a  4 5 - m i n u te  
d ra m a t iz a t io n  c r e a te d  sp ec ia lly  to  
c o m m e m o ra te  th e  C e n te n n ia l  o f  
L ig h t,  is n o w  to u r in g  th e  c o u n 
try .

T h e  p la y le t w as w r i t te n , p r o 
d u c e d  a n d  d ire c te d  b y  T h e  I r o n  
C la d  A g re e m e n t, a  p ro fe ss io n a l 
th e a t r e  c o m p a n y  f ro m  P i t ts b u r g h  
th a t  h a s  s p e n t th e  la s t th r e e  y ears  
d e v e lo p in g  p e r fo rm a n c e s  o n  th e  
lives o f  fa m o u s  f ig u re s  f ro m  A m e r 
ic a ’s “ G ild e d  A g e  o f  In v e n t io n .”

T h is  la te s t  p r o d u c t io n  focuses 
o n  th e  m a s te rm in d s  b e h in d  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  e le c tr ic  system s in  
th is  c o u n t r y — a n d , in  p a r t ic u la r ,  
th e  c o n flic t  o v e r th e  a d o p t io n  o f  
A C  o r  D C  c u r r e n t .  D u r in g  th e  
c o u rse  o f  th e  d r a m a t iz a t io n ,  th e  
p r in c ip a l  a c to rs  jo u rn e y  to  M en lo  
P a rk , s e a rc h  fo r  th e  p e r fe c t  f i l a 
m e n t  a n d  h o ld  d iscussions a b o u t  
th e ir  g o a ls  w ith  E d iso n  c o n te m p o 
ra r ie s  a n d  c o lla b o ra to rs , N ic o la  
T e s la  a n d  C h a r le s  S te in m e tz .

T h e  r e p e r to r y  g r o u p  w e a rs  
b la c k  ju m p s u its  fo r  c o s tu m e s  a n d  
uses n o  p ro p s  o r  sets. T h e  a c to rs  
e m p h a s iz e  th em selv es  as th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t o f  th e  p e r f o r 
m a n c e . T h e i r  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n s  o f  
th e  m e n  a n d  th e i r  in v e n tio n s ,

th e i r  successes a n d  fa ilu re s  a re  
p r e s e n te d  in  a  k a le id e s c o p ic  
fa s h io n  — re v o lv in g  f ro m  o n e  c h a r 
a c te r  to  a n o th e r  — in  a n  e n te r t a in 
in g  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  w ay .

T h e  I r o n  C la d  A g re e m e n t  
s ta r te d  in  1976, r e h e a rs in g  in  a n  
o ld , u n h e a te d  c lo sed  P it ts b u rg h -  
a re a  sch o o l h o u se . F o u n d e d  b y  its 
p ro d u c e r ,  J u l ia  Sw oyer, a n d  a c to rs  
K . W ilso n  H u t to n  a n d  J a m e s  R .

K ru t ,  th e  t ro u p e  is s u p p o r te d  by  
16 lo c a lly -b a se d  fo u n d a tio n s , c o r 
p o ra t io n s  a n d  in s ti tu tio n s .

C o m p a n ie s  o r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in 
te re s te d  in  h a v in g  th e  g ro u p  p e r 
fo rm  in  th e ir  c o m m u n itie s  s h o u ld  
w r ite  to : T h e  I r o n  C la d  A g re e 
m e n t , J u l ia  R . Sw oyer, P ro d u c e r , 
6S51 P h illip s  A v e ., P i t ts b u rg h , 
P e n n . 15217; o r  te le p h o n e : (412) 
7 3 1 -2445 .

Chautauqua Institution to dedicate week to Edison; 
Centennial lecturers to include Cunningham and Conot
T h e  C h a u t a u q u a  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
C h a u ta u q u a ,  N ew  Y o rk , w ill d e d ic a te  
th e  f irs t w eek  o f  its 9 -w eek  le c tu re  
series , w h ic h  b e g in s  J u ly  23 , to  E d iso n  
a n d  h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  p re s e n t-d a y  
te c h n o lo g ic a l p ro g ress . T h e  C h a u ta u 
q u a  In s t i tu t io n  w as fo u n d e d  by  L ew is 
M ille r , th e  f a th e r  o f  T h o m a s  E d iso n ’s 
sec o n d  w ife , M in a  M ille r  E d iso n .

A c c o rd in g  to  M rs. N a n c y  Lew is 
A rn n , a n  E d iso n  n ie c e , th e  le c tu re  series 
c o in c id es  w ith  th e  b i r th d a y  o f  Lew is 
M ille r , w ho  e s ta b lis h e d  in  1874, th e  f irs t 
a d u l t  c o n tin u in g -e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m  in  
th e  n a t io n . C h a u ta u q u a ,  w h e re  E d iso n

firs t c o u r te d  M in a , is n o w  a  s u m m e r  
c o m m u n ity .

T h e  le c tu re  series is b e in g  fu n d e d  by  
a n  e n d o w m e n t le f t  to  th e  In s t i tu t io n  by  
th e  la te  M rs. E d iso n , a n d  b y  a  g r a n t  
f ro m  th e  C h a r le s  E d iso n  F u n d  o f  N ew  
Je rsey , fo u n d e d  b y  th e  la te  so n  o f  M r. 
E d iso n  w ho  w as a  fo rm e r  g o v e rn o r  o f  
N ew  Je rsey . (See E d iso n  C e n te n n ia l  
N ew s, J a n u a r y  1979, p a g e  5 .)

S p e a k e rs  w ill in c lu d e : G e ra ld  O ’N e ill, 
p ro fe sso r  o f  physics a t  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r
sity; R o g e r  C a ra s , e n v iro n m e n ta lis t  a n d  
C B S ra d io  c o m m e n ta to r ;  n e u ro s u rg e o n  
D r . R ic h a r d  R e s p a k ; a n d  A lb e r t

R o se n fe ld , sc ien ce  e d i to r  fo r  th e  S a tu r 
d a y  R eview .

J o h n  C u n n in g h a m , th e  h is to r ia n  a n d  
a u th o r  w hose  1 8 -p a r t  series o n  E d iso n  is 
n o w  a p p e a r in g  in  n e w sp a p e rs  acro ss  th e  
c o u n try , a n d  R o b e r t  C o n o t, a u th o r  o f  
“A  S tre a k  o f  L u c k ,” a  n ew  b io g ra p h y  o f  
E d iso n , a re  a lso  s la te d  to  sp ea k .

T h o s e  in te re s te d  in  a t te n d in g  th e  le c 
tu re s  o r  le a r n in g  m o re  a b o u t  th e  
C h a u t a u q u a  I n s t i t u t i o n ’s p r o g r a m s  
s h o u ld  w rite : M s. M a r ie  O ’C o n n o r , 
C h a u ta u q u a  In s t i tu t io n , C h a u ta u q u a ,  
N . Y .  4 7 7 1 6 ; o r  te le p h o n e :  (7 1 6 )
3 57 -5635 . ( ]
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C e n t e n n i a l  symposium probes future
M o re  th a n  600 in te rn a t io n a l  le a d e rs  
f ro m  in d u s try , sc ien ce , la b o r ,  a n d  th e  
a c a d e m ic  w o rld  m e t in  S a n  F ra n c isc o  
A p r il  1-4, fo r  th e  E d iso n  C e n te n n ia l  
S y m p o s iu m , s p o n so re d  b y  th e  E le c tr ic  
P o w e r R e s e a rc h  In s t i tu te  a n d  th e  T h o 
m a s  A lv a  E d iso n  F o u n d a tio n . In c lu d e d  
in  th e  g ro u p  w ere  re p re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  
th e  m e d ia  a n d  so m e 70 co lleg e  s tu d e n ts .

E v en ts  th e  w eek  b e fo re  a t  th e  T h r e e  
M ile  Is la n d  n u c le a r  p la n t  le n t  a n  a i r  o f  
im m e d ia c y  to  th e  s y m p o s iu m ’s th e m e , 
“S c ien ce , T e c h n o lo g y , a n d  th e  H u m a n  
P ro s p e c t ,” a n d  to  its  q u e s tio n in g  o f  
te c h n o lo g y ’s p r o p e r  ro le  in  th e  fu tu re .

T h is  w as re f le c te d  in  th e  o p e n in g  r e 
m a rk s  by  R o b e r t  I . S m ith , c h a i r m a n  o f  
th e  In te r n a t io n a l  C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  
C e n te n n ia l  o f  L ig h t, w ho  sa id : “D e c i
sions m a d e  in  th e  n e x t few  y ears  o n  d i 
re c tio n s  fo r  sc ien ce  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  w ill 
in f lu e n c e  o u r  lives fo r  d e c a d e s  to  c o m e . 
W e  h a v e  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  co a le sce  th e  
w isd o m  o f  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  as a  b asis  fo r  
m a k in g  ch o ices  in  th e  b e s t in te re s t  o f  
h u m a n i ty .”

S m ith ’s re m a rk s  fo llo w ed  a n  o p e n in g  
m u lt i - im a g e  p re s e n ta t io n  p ro d u c e d  fo r  
th e  sy m p o siu m  u s in g  30 slid e  p ro je c to rs  
a n d  a c c o m p a n y in g  s o u n d tra c k . T h e  
p re s e n ta t io n  t r a c e d  th e  c o u rse  o f  te c h 
n o lo g y  o ver th e  p a s t  100 y ears  a n d  d e 
p ic te d  so m e o f  th e  w ays it  h a s  a f fe c te d  
life  in  th e  a re a s  o f  fo o d , c lo th in g , h o u s 
in g , h e a l th ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  a n d  
t r a n s p o r ta t io n .

M a n y  o f  th e se  sa m e  a sp e c ts  w ere  s u b 
je c ts  o f  w o rk sh o p s  h e ld  la te r  th a t  d a y  to  
a llo w  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  e x a m in e  m o re  
closely  th e  e ffec ts  o f  te c h n o lo g y  o n  s p e 
c ific  a re a s  o f  life .

I n  a  k e y n o te  a d d re ss , sy m p o siu m  
c h a i r m a n  C h a u n c e y  S ta r r ,  E P R I  vice 
c h a ir m a n , p u rs u e d  a  “g ro w th  o f  l im its ” 
th e m e , c o n te n d in g  th a t  " sc ie n ce  a n d  
te c h n o lo g y  h a v e  h is to ric a lly  o p e n e d  n ew  
f ro n tie rs  fo r  m a n k in d .” H e  sa id  th e y  a re  
“p o w e rfu l a n d  u n lim ite d  re so u rce s  fo r  
b e t te r in g  m a n ’s c o n d i t io n ,” a n d  c a n  b e  
u se d  to  r e d u c e  a n y  u n d e s ira b le  b y 
p ro d u c ts  th a t  re s u lt  f ro m  th e ir  a p p l ic a 
tio n .

A  sp e c ia l session f e a tu r in g  e le c tr ic  
p o w e r  h is to r ia n  T h o m a s  P . H u g h e s , 
c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H is to ry  
a n d  Socio logy  o f  S c ien ce  a t  th e  U n iv e rs i
ty  o f  P e n n sy lv a n ia , e x a m in e d  tre n d s

Philosopher Eric Hotter stresses 
the need for an expanding techno
logical base to serve civilization at 
the Edison Centennial Symposium  
banquet.

a n d  issues in  th e  h is to ry  o f  e le c tr ic  p o w 
e r  a sk in g , “H a s  th e  P a s t a  F u tu re ? ”

Nontechnical issues cited
H u g h e s  c ite d  in c id e n ts  f ro m  th e  h is 

to ry  o f  e le c tr ic ity  to  i l lu s tr a te  h is th e m e  
th a t  m a jo r  tu r n in g  p o in ts  h a v e  b e e n  in 
f lu e n c e d  as m u c h  by  o rg a n iz a tio n a l,  
f in a n c ia l ,  a n d  p o li t ic a l  fa c to rs  as by  
te c h n ic a l  o n es. H e  a rg u e d  th a t  p o licy  
m a k e rs  fa c in g  th e  e n e rg y  p ro b le m  to d a y  
s h o u ld  h e e d  th e  p a s t  a n d  re c o g n ize  th a t  
su c h  n o n te c h n ic a l  issues a re  th e  h e a r t  o f  
th e  m a t te r  a n d  m e r i t  in c re a s e d  a t t e n 
tio n .

A  h ig h lig h t o f  th e  sy m p o siu m  w as a  
r a r e  p u b lic  a p p e a ra n c e  o n  th e  sec o n d  
e v e n in g  by  w rite r , so c ia l p h ilo s o p h e r , 
a n d  fo rm e r  lo n g s h o re m a n  E ric  H o ffe r . 
In  a n  in s p ir in g  a d d re ss  a t  th e  a w a rd s  
b a n q u e t  h o n o r in g  th e  1979 in d u c te e s  to  
th e  N a tio n a l  In v e n to rs  H a ll  o f  F a m e , 
H o ffe r  spoke  o f  te c h n o lo g y ’s r e la t io n 
sh ip  to  th e  “h u m a n  f a c to r .”

H e  sa id : “ I n  th e  p o s t- in d u s tr ia l  ag e

h u m a n  r a th e r  th a n  n a tu r a l  re so u rce s  
w ill b e  th e  w e llsp r in g  o f  a  c o u n try ’s 
w e a lth  a n d  v ig o r . . . .  I t  is c o n c e iv a b le  
th a t  i f  th e  e x h a u s tio n  o f  ra w  m a te r ia ls  
a n d  so u rces  o f  e n e rg y  m a k e s  i t  im p e r a 
tive  fo r  a  socie ty  to  ta p  th e  c re a tiv e  e n e r 
g ies o f  its  p e o p le , it  m a y , in  d o in g  so, 
a lso  t a p  a  n ew  so u rc e  o f  so c ia l d isc i
p lin e . F o r  th e  c re a tiv e  in d iv id u a l, n o  
m a t te r  h ow  h ig h ly  e n d o w e d , m u s t b e  
h a rd w o rk in g  a n d  d is c ip lin e d  if  h e  is to  
a c c o m p lish  m u c h . T h e re  is n o  in v e n tio n  
th a t  w ill ta k e  th e  h a r d  w o rk  o u t  o f  
c re a t in g  . . . . ”

Hoffer seeks “creative society”
H o ffe r  c o n c e d e d  th a t  th e  “c o m in g  o f  

th e  c re a tiv e  soc ie ty  w ill b e  slow  a n d  
f a l te r in g ” a n d  c a lle d  fo r  h u m a n  c o m 
p a ss io n  to  p a v e  th e  w ay . “A s th in g s  a re  
now , it  m a y  w ell b e  th a t  th e  su rv iv a l o f  
th e  (h u m a n )  species w ill d e p e n d  o n  th e  
c a p a c ity  to  fo s te r  a  b o u n d le ss  c a p a c ity  
fo r  c o m p a s s io n ,” h e  sa id .

A  n u m b e r  o f  p e rm a n e n t  re c o rd s  o f  
th e  sy m p o siu m  w ill b e  a v a ila b le  in  th e  
fu tu r e .  P ro c e e d in g s  w ill b e  p u b lis h e d  in  
h a r d b o u n d  fo rm  by  P e rg a m o n  Press, 
F a irv iew  P a rk , E lm sfo rd , N . Y . ,  a n d  w ill 
b e  a v a ila b le  b y  m id -S e p te m b e r  fo r  $50 
fo r  o rd e rs  re c e iv e d  b y  A u g u s t 31 a n d  
$60  a f te r  th a t  d a te .

A lso , a  o n e -h o u r  d o c u m e n ta ry  v id e o 
ta p e  o f  th e  sy m p o siu m , in c lu d in g  in te r 
view s w ith  sp ea k e rs , s tu d e n ts  a n d  o th e r  
p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  is n ow  b e in g  c o m p le te d . 
A n d  a  sp ec ia l C e n te n n ia l  issue o f  E P R I  
J o u r n a l  d is tr ib u te d  a t  th e  sy m p o siu m  is 
n o w  a v a ila b le  a t  $ 2 .0 0  p e r  copy .

T h e  J o u r n a l  issue, e n t i t le d  “C re a t in g  
th e  E le c tr ic  A g e ,” e x a m in e s  th e  g ro w th  
o f  e le c tr i f ic a tio n  a n d  th e  ro o ts  o f  m o 
d e rn  R & D . I t  t ra c e s  th e  c a re e r  o f  E d iso n  
a n d  n o te s  su c h  m ile s to n es  in  th e  e lec tric  
in d u s try  as th e  f irs t la rg e -sc a le  p o w e r 
d e v e lo p m e n t a t  N ia g a r a  F a lls , th e  f o r 
m a t io n  o f  th e  f irs t in d u s tr ia l  l a b o r a 
to ries , th e  m o v e m e n t o f  sc ien tis ts  in to  
in d u s try , th e  c re a tio n  o f  e a r ly  u tilit ie s  as 
e le c tr ic  g rid s  s tre tc h e d  acro ss  th e  n a 
tio n , a n d  th e  s tro n g  a c c e le ra tio n  in  
sc ience  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  fo llo w in g  W o rld  
W a r  I I .

O rd e rs  fo r  th e  sp e c ia l J o u rn a l  issue 
m a y  b e  sen t to  S u sa n  Y essne, E P R I  
J o u rn a l ,  3412 H illv iew  A v e n u e , P .O . 
B ox  10412, P a lo  A lto , C a lif . 94303 . I I
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continued from page 1

ta k in g  “w h o le  p ic tu re s ” th r o u g h  th e  use  
o f  la se r  l ig h t  p a t te rn s .  A s a  re su lt , 
g r e a te r  p e rsp e c tiv e  a n d  d im e n s io n  a re  
a d d e d  to  o b je c ts  b e in g  r e p ro d u c e d .

“T h e  p r a c t ic a l  uses o f  h o lo g ra p h y ,” 
R u g h e im e r  s a id , “ a re  l im ite d  o n ly  by  
y o u r  m in d .” H e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  p o ss ib ility  
o f  th e i r  u se  in  m a p s , m ov ies , te x tb o o k s , 
a n d  p re d ic te d  t h a t  “ in  tw o  to  five  y ears , 
h o lo g ra p h s  w ill b e  c o m m o n p la c e .”

A n  a f te rn o o n  to u r  o f  N A S A ’s Lew is 
R e s e a rc h  C e n te r , w h e re  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
d a ta  c o n c e rn in g  m a n ’s s p a c e  voyages is 
c o lle c te d  a n d  assessed , w as a  f i t t in g  
le a d - in  to  th e  e v e n in g ’s m a in  s p e a k e r , 
f o rm e r  a s t r o n a u t  W ill ia m  A . A n d e rs , 
n o w  a  G E  v ice  p re s id e n t  a t  S a n  Jo se , 
C a lif .

A n d e rs , besid es  b e in g  a  r e t i r e d  n a v a l 
c o m m a n d e r ,  w as a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  f irs t 
A p o llo  te a m  to  o r b i t  th e  m o o n  o n  
C h r is tm a s  E ve 1968 . I t  w ill b e  re c a lle d  
t h a t  h e  m o v in g ly  r e c i te d  G enesis  as th e  
te a m  s e n t b a c k  p ic tu re s  o f  th e  m o o n  to  
e a r th .

A  n u c le a r  e n g in e e r , A n d e rs  la te r  
se rv ed  as c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  A to m ic  
E n e rg y  C o m m iss io n , f o r e r u n n e r  to  th e  
p re s e n t-d a y  N u c le a r  R e g u la to ry  C o m 
m issio n , a n d  c o n c lu d e d  h is  p u b lic  
c a re e r  as a m b a s s a d o r  to  N o rw a y . In  
1976 , h e  jo in e d  G E  to  h e a d  its  n u c le a r  
d iv is io n .

A “delicate” earth
A n d e rs  rev iew ed  fo r  th e  sch o la rs , 

w ith  so m e b r e a th ta k in g  s lides, th e

A p o llo  8 m issio n  a n d  th e  f u tu r e  o f  
s p a c e  e x p lo ra t io n . D e sc r ib in g  th e  lu n a r  
m iss io n  f ro m  a  p h ilo s o p h ic a l, as w ell as 
a  te c h n ic a l ,  p e rsp e c tiv e , A n d e rs  c o m 
m e n te d :  “ M ore im portant than the 
scien tific  or tech n ica l accom plish
m ents, seeing our ow n p lanet was the  
most im pressive th in g , how  delicate it  
was —  and h o w  carefu lly  we m ust 
treat it. T h e  greater message was how  
sm all the earth was. T h e  one sm all orb  
in  black n oth in g . T h e  message is: T h e  
earth is f in ite , lim ited . W e m ust treat 
it  that way. T h a t message is h elp in g  us 
in  d ea lin g  w ith  one another. It 
stim ulates our th in k in g  in to  w hat is 
beyond. I th in k  this is the most im por
tant developm ent.”

A fte r  h is  a d d re ss , th e  tw o  E d iso n  
S c h o la rs  f ro m  e a c h  s ta te  — o n e  m a le  
a n d  o n e  fe m a le  — w ere  c a lle d  u p  to  r e 
ceive  s p e c ia l C e n te n n ia l  c e r tif ic a te s . 
T h e  c ita t io n s  n o te d  th a t  e a c h  is a  s tu 
d e n t  “w hose  s p ir i t  o f  c re a tiv ity , d e d ic a 
t io n , a n d  b e lie f  in  in d iv id u a l in itia tiv e  
m o s t fa v o ra b ly  c o m p a re s  w ith  th e  p h i l 
o so p h y  o f  T h o m a s  A lv a  E d is o n .” I n d i 
v id u a l $ 1 ,0 0 0  s c h o la rs h ip  ch eck s  w ill b e  
p re s e n te d , w h e re v e r  p o ssib le , a t  th e  
s c h o la rs ’ lo c a l c e re m o n ie s .

A n d e rs  w as jo in e d  in  p re s e n tin g  th e  
c e r tif ic a te s  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  b y  J a m e s  G . 
C o o k  a n d  J a m e s  A . B a k e r , v ice  p re s i
d e n t  a n d  g ro u p  e x e c u tiv e  w ith  G E , w ho  
h e a d s  G E ’s L ig h tin g  D iv is ion .

T h e  se c o n d  d a y ’s sessions o f fe re d  le c 
tu re s  o n  fo u r  a re a s  o f  sc ien ce  o f  im m e d i-

Mac Rugheimer explaining the prin
ciples of holography to an attentive au
dience.

a te  im p o r t :  n u c le a r  w a ste  d isp o sa l, a n i 
m a l  b e h a v io r  a n d  p r im a te  c o m m u n ic a 
t io n , in d u s tr ia l  re s e a rc h  a n d  e n e rg y  r e 
so u rces .

D r . K la u s  K eil, d ir e c to r  o f  th e  In s t i 
tu te  o f  M e te o ritic s  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
N ew  M ex ico  in  A lb u q u e rq u e , d e sc r ib e d  
th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l so lu tio n s  a v a ila b le  to  
in d u s try  to  p ro te c t  th e  e n v iro n m e n t 
f ro m  n u c le a r  w aste . K eil s a id  h e  believes 
t h a t  m a n -m a d e  s to ra g e  fa c ilitie s  w ill a f 
fo rd  th e  s h o r t- te rm  p ro te c t io n  n e e d e d  
w h ile  a llo w in g  t im e  — say 50 y ea rs  — to  
c o lle c t m o re  d a ta  o n  th e  lo n g - ra n g e  im 
p lic a tio n s  o f  s to ra g e  in  s a lt  m in e s  a n d  
o th e r  g e o lo g ic a l fo rm a tio n s .

D r. Iv a r  G ia ev e r, a  b io p h y s ic is t fo r  
G E  in  S c h e n e c ta d y , N .Y .,  d e sc r ib e d  
h ow  in d u s tr ia l  sc ie n tis ts  seek  so lu tio n s  
fo r  re a l ,  e v e ry d ay  p ro b le m s  th r o u g h  th e  
a p p lic a t io n  o f  sc ie n tif ic  re s e a rc h .

D r. R o g e r  M e llg re n , a  p sycho logy  
p ro fe sso r  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  O k la 
h o m a , d iscu ssed  h is re s e a rc h  a n d  t r a i n 
in g  w ith  c h im p a n z e e s  a n d  th e ir  a b ility  
to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  th em se lv es  a n d  
h u m a n s , a n d  w h a t  t h a t  te a c h e s  a b o u t  
h u m a n  d e v e lo p m e n t.

J o h n  M ille r , v ice  p re s id e n t ,  S ta n d a r d  
O il o f  O h io , d e sc r ib e d  h is  c o m p a n y ’s in 
v o lv e m e n t in  b u i ld in g  th e  A la sk a n  
p ip e lin e , a n d  th e  tre m e n d o u s  costs a n d  
te c h n o lo g y  in v o lv ed . 11

James A. Baker, left, and James G. Cook, right, present an Edison Centennial 
Medallion to former Apollo 8 astronaut William A. Anders, the featured speaker 
at the Edison Scholars symposium.
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THE 102 CENTENNIAL OF LIGHT SCHOLARS

ALABAMA

Byron Peel Newberry 
Julie Blackwell

ALASKA

James Thomas Pinkerton 
Yvette Sasseen

ARIZONA

Victor G. Bonilla 
Christina L. Bertch

ARKANSAS

Mark Anthony Pippenger 
Karen Marie Hearty

CALIFORNIA

George W. Crombie 
Maura Mitchell

COLORADO

Mark Edson 
Ruth Kennedy

CONNECTICUT

Steven Rushkowski 
Marybeth A. Lyons

DELAWARE

Anthony D. So 
Tina Marie Scaran

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Carl V. Allen 
Angela Feeling

FLORIDA

Bradley Hare 
Rosemarie Bigot

GEORGIA

Timothy E. Williams 
Amy L. Hertz

HAWAII

Jonathan V. Selinger 
Leanne M. Tanouye

IDAHO

Kevin Karl Holsinger 
Camille DeAnne Bibles

ILLINOIS

Michael Horberg 
Joan Novak

INDIANA

Alan Lane Voliva 
Christine Rene Clements

IOWA

Mathias C. Boddiker 
Rene A. Vincent

KANSAS

Todd Wallace 
Nancy D. Leazer

KENTUCKY

Stephen Noe 
Kathryn Ann La Geese

LOUISIANA

Ronald Hobart Thompson 
Julie Dennery Simon

MAINE

Gerard Nadeau 
Tara Geelhoed

MARYLAND

Lawrence Michael Wong 
Leilani Drayer

MASSACHUSSETTS

David Gauntt 
Elizabeth Ann Lada

MICHIGAN

Mark S. Andersiand 
Lisa A. Matuszewski

MINNESOTA

Kenneth Mishark 
Meena Subbiah

MISSISSIPPI

Geoffrey Franks 
Mary Anna Sellers

MISSOURI

William David Richard 
Lee Ann Heman

MONTANA

Mark A. Palagi 
Gabrielle Savage

NEBRASKA

Jeff Isaacson 
Patty Lawrence

NEVADA

Robert Leslie Wiilyard, Jr. 
Rebecca Haag

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Kevin Sullivan 
Marcia E. Pokigo

NEW JERSEY

William M. Thramann 
Dana Krafchick

NEW MEXICO

Jeff Caylor
Catherine M. Piveratto

NEW YORK

John A. Kirby 
Nan Jody Morrison

NORTH CAROLINA

Van Edward Morgan 
Rosanne Flack

NORTH DAKOTA

Paul M. Muus 
Brenda Thompson

OHIO

Mike Kupfer 
Cathy Getz

OKLAHOMA

Gregory Judy 
Christy Clark

OREGON

Scott R. Trappe 
Kay M. Dahlien

PENNSYLVANIA

Thomas E. Rhodes 
Donna Gustitis

RHODE ISLAND

Michael Howard Kagan 
Patricia Hensley

SOUTH CAROLINA

Douglas Tybor Durig 
Susan Michele Delk

SOUTH DAKOTA

Bruce Dingeman 
Sheri Kirley

TENNESSEE

Wesley David Allen 
Lea Carol Owen

TEXAS

Darrell Glenn Hill 
Judith Leah Passman

UTAH

Kevin Bingham 
Wendy Matis

VERMONT

Bret Benner 
Carol Jones

VIRGINIA

Gary Bernstein 
Jennifer J. Spevacek

WASHINGTON

Mark Yeager 
Rosemary Farreli

WEST VIRGINIA

Theodore Bernstein 
Mary Ellen Connelly

WISCONSIN

Bruce Wade 
Karen Middleton

WYOMING

James A. Hare 
Leslie Vining
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What would you want Edison to invent today?
Consolidated, Edison o f  N ew  York  
recently asked som e o f  its engineers and  
coordinators what they w ould w ant 
Edison to invent i f  he were alive today. 
Three o f  the  twelve responses are 
reprin ted  here to encourage others to 
present their views on the subject. 
Please send  your com m ents to: Future  
Needs, Edison C entennial News, P. O. 
B ox 1310, Greenwich, Conn. 06830.

Eve R. Hersh- 
kowitz, shop co
ordinator, Power 
G e n e r a t i o n  
M a in te n a n c e : 
“ E d ison  h a r 
nessed electric 
power a century 
ago. If I could 
meet him today, 

I’d ask him whether he contemplated 
any more advanced methods of harness

ing energy for our time, and if so, what 
those sources of energy would be. I’d 
want to know which alternate sources 
he would consider viable, and would 
want to work with— such as geothermal, 
or ocean wave. I might also ask him to 
invent a perpetual motion machine!”

Edward G. Al- 
fonsin, engineer, 
Field & Appli
cation Engineer
ing: “If he came 
through my of
fice door, I’d tell 
him all his pre
vious inventions 
lead me to be

lieve he could invent a whole system 
to meet our energy needs. I’d ask him 
to invent a high-speed mass transit 
system, and electric generating equip
ment using tides and pumped storage 
as energy sources. I ’d also ask him to

invent a fuel economy system for cars 
that would recirculate unburned com
bustible gases into the engine cylinders 
for complete combustion.”

George Watts,
engineer, Elec
tric Station En
gineering: “ In 
1908 Thom as 
Edison was in
volved in devel
opm ent of the 
storage battery. 
I wish he were 

here today to develop a battery with 
about 10 times the capacity of those 
used in the new electric cars. The main 
problem with electric cars now is their 
limited range— about 35 miles. More 
range means more and heavier bat
teries, and each car uses about 20 now, 
at 50 pounds each. If Edison were 
alive, I’m sure he’d be working on it.”

Edison Cement was forerunner of 
modern construction techniques

Edison in 1900 with his scale-m odel house made from Edison Cem ent

O n e  o f  E d iso n ’s le a s t-k n o w n  in v e n tio n s  
is E d is o n  P o r t l a n d  C e m e n t  — th e  
fo r e ru n n e r  o f  m o d e rn  c o n s tru c tio n .

M o re  o f  a  p ro cess  t h a n  a  p r o d u c t ,  it  
n e v e r  c a u g h t  o n  u n t i l  th e  m id -1 9 6 0 s  as a 
u n iv e rsa l b u i ld in g  m e th o d  fo r  la rg e  
b u ild in g s . Its  u se  is b e s t d e m o n s t r a te d  
in  c o n te m p o ra ry  b u ild in g s  by  th e  a r 
c h i te c tu r a l  f irm  o f  S k id m o re , O w ings 
a n d  M e rrill  o f  N ew  Y ork .

H o w ev er, w h e n  E d iso n  d e v e lo p e d  it, 
h e  th o u g h t  th e  p ro cess  w o u ld  b e s t b e  
u se d  to  s u p p ly  low -cost h o u s in g . T o  p r o 
m o te  h is  c e m e n t b u s in ess , h e  d ev ised  a  
3 -fo o t-h ig h  m o d e l in  th e  e a r ly  1900s. H e  
c la im e d  a  fu ll-sc a le  h o u se  c o u ld  b e  b u il t  
“by  m a c h in e ry  in  lo ts  o f  100 o r  m o re  a t  
o n e  lo c a tio n , o r  fo r  a  p r ic e  w h ic h  w ill b e  
so low  th a t  it  c a n  b e  p u rc h a s e d  o r  
r e n te d  by  fa m ilie s  w hose  to ta l  in c o m e  is 
n o t  m o re  th a n  $550  p e r  a n n u m .”

T h e  sev e n -ro o m  c o n c re te  h o u se  c o u ld  
b e  c a s t in  six h o u rs  a t  th e  co st o f  $ 1 ,2 0 0 , 
p lu s  a n o th e r  $150 fo r  la b o r .

E d iso n ’s sca le  m o d e l h o u se  is e x 
h ib i te d  a t  th e  E d iso n  N a tio n a l  H is to ric  
S ite  in  W est O ra n g e , N .J . L a s t y e a r  it  
u n d e rw e n t  e x ten s iv e  r e c o n s tru c t io n  a t

th e  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S e rv ice ’s C o n se rv a 
t io n  L a b o ra to ry  in  H a r p e r ’s F e rry , W . 
V a .

T h e  sca le  m o d e l r e a c h e d  th e  f u r 
n i tu r e  la b  w ith  m iss in g  ra ilin g s , d o o rs , 
w indow s a n d  p illa rs . R e s to re rs  m a d e  
e v e ry th in g  f ro m  g lass w indow s to  p o rc h  
c o lu m n s . C o n se rv a to r  A lle n  C o c h ra n  
m a d e  r u b b e r  m o ld s  fo r  th e  m issin g  
p ieces , a n d  c as tin g s  w ere  m a d e  w ith

m a te r ia l  like  p la s te r  o f  P a ris  a n d  
p a in te d  to  re s e m b le d  th e  o rig in a ls .

In  fa c t , E d iso n  d id  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  
see so m e o f  h is h o u ses  m a s s -p ro d u c e d . A  
p ro je c t  w as b e g u n  in  1919 in  U n io n , 
N .J . ,  a n d  th e  c o n c re te  w as p o u re d  in  
o n e  d a y . H is  m ass  p ro d u c t io n  sc h e m e  
n e v e r  w e n t n a t io n a l ,  b u t  th e  houses  
b u i l t  in  U n io n  s till s ta n d  a n d  n o w  sell 
fo r  a b o u t  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  e a c h . | ]
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Kids do everything in new Edison musical

Pineda Elementary School in Cocoa, Fla: cast celebrates the grand 
finale of “ The Electric Sunshine M an” with the song, “He Did It.”

A  n ew  m u s ic a l p la y  fo r  y o u n g  voices, 
w r i t te n  by  J o h n  W ilso n  a n d  G ra c e  
H a w th o rn e , n o w  b e in g  p e r fo rm e d  a t  
schoo ls  acro ss  th e  c o u n try , d e p ic ts  th e  
life  a n d  in v e n tiv e n e ss  o f  T h o m a s  
E d iso n .

“C h ild re n  r u n  th e  w h o le  s h o w ,” sa id  
J o h n  W ilso n , w h o  w ro te  th e  m u s ic  a n d  
is e x e c u tiv e  e d i to r  fo r  H o p e  P u b lis h in g  
C o . o f  C a ro l S tre a m , 111. “ W e ’ve d e s ig n 
e d  th e  p a c k a g e  so th e  k id s  r u n  e v ery 
th in g . T h e y  d o  th e  a c tin g , m a k e  th e ir  
o w n  c o s tu m es , a n d  o p e ra te  th e  lig h ts , 
s o u n d  a n d  e q u ip m e n t .”

A c c o rd in g  to  ly ric is t G ra c e  H a w 
th o rn e ,  w ho  h a s  w r i t te n  fo r  “S esam e 
S tre e t’a n d  lives in  A t la n ta ,  “ ‘T h e  E le c 
tr ic  S u n sh in e  M a n ’ is a n  e x tre m e ly  f le x i
b le  m u s ic a l. In d iv id u a l p ro d u c tio n s  c a n  
ra n g e  f ro m  a  s tr ic tly  s ta n d -u p -a n d -s in g  
p e r fo rm a n c e  to  a  h ig h ly -in v o lv ed  d r a 
m a tic  e x tra v a g a n z a , w ith  fu ll s ta g in g , 
l ig h tin g , co s tu m es  a n d  b a c k d r o p s ,” she  
sa id .

T y p ic a l  o f  th e  b r ig h t  ly rics th a t  a re  
fu n  to  le a r n  a n d  easy  to  s in g  a re  th ese  
f ro m  th e  ti t le  song :

S u n sh in e  in  a  b o t t le  
M usic  in  a  b o x

T h e re  w as n o th in g  h e  c o u ld n ’t  do  
H e  h a d  a  d re a m  

A n d  it a ll c a m e  t ru e  
T h e  E le c tr ic  S u n sh in e  M a n

© 1 9 7 8  S o m e rse t P ress

O th e rs  songs in c lu d e  “T h e  In v e n tio n

F a c to ry ,” “ G o n n a  T u r n  O n  N ew  Y ork  
C ity ,” a n d  “ L ig h ts , C a m e ra , A c t io n .” 
T h e  c a tc h y  lyrics, w h ic h  a re  s u n g  to  
p re re c o r d e d  m u s ic , ex p ress  E d iso n ’s in 
ven tiveness  a n d  p e rs e rv e ra n c e .

N u m e ro u s  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  o ffe re d  
sp ec ia l te c h n ic a l a ss is tan ce  a n d  p u b l ic i 
ty  to  th e  schoo ls . F lo r id a  P o w e r a n d  
L ig h t, R o c h e s te r  G as a n d  E le c tr ic , a n d  
V irg in ia  E le c tr ic  a n d  P o w e r c o m p a n ie s  
also  h a v e  s u p p lie d  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  E d i
so n , slides o f  so m e  o f  h is in v e n tio n s  a n d  
c e r ta in  E d iso n  a r tifa c ts .

A  ty p ic a l re sp o n se  to  su c h  c o o p e ra 
t io n  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  p ro g r a m  fo r  th e

show  s ta g e d  by  th e  P in e d a  E le m e n ta ry  
S ch o o l in  C o co a , F la .:  “W e  w ish  to  e x 
p ress  s in c e re  th a n k s  a n d  a p p re c ia t io n  to  
th e  F lo r id a  P o w e r a n d  L ig h t C o m p a n y . 
T h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r  
e n d e a v o rs  to  ob serv e  th e  E d iso n  C e n te n 
n ia l  (o f  L ig h t)  a re  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  
d isp la y  o f  c o m m u n ity  se rv ic e .”

C ost o f  th e  sh e e t m u s ic  a n d  s c r ip t is 
$ 4 .9 5 . R e c o rd e d  m u s ic  is $ 5 .9 5  fo r 
re c o rd , a n d  $ 6 .9 5  fo r  c a sse tte . A  fu ll in 
s tru m e n ta l  a c c o m p a n im e n t  ta p e  costs 
$25 . F o r  a d d it io n a l  in fo rm a t io n , w rite  
to  S o m e rse t P ress, C a ro l S tre a m , 111. 
6 0 1 8 7 .(1

Edison remembered by close associate Stringfellow
R e tire d  in d u s tr ia l is t  G eo rg e  E . 
S tr in g fe llo w  o f  A r lin g to n , V a .,  
fo rm e r  g e n e ra l  m a n a g e r  a n d  p r e 
s id e n t o f  E d iso n  In d u s tr ie s , h a s  r e 
c o rd e d  h ig h lig h ts  o f  h is  e ig h t-y e a r  
c lose a sso c ia tio n  w ith  M r. E d iso n . 
S tr in g fe llo w  h a s  g iv en  h is r e c o r d 
e d  re c o lle c tio n s  to  th e  N .J . 
H is to r ic a l C o m m issio n .

S trin g fe llo w , n o w  87, b e c a m e  
sales m a n a g e r  o f  th e  E d iso n 
h e a d e d  c o m p a n y  in  1923 w h e n  h e  
w as on ly  31, a n d  w as p ro m o te d  to  
p re s id e n t a n d  g e n e ra l  m a n a g e r

sh o rtly  th e re a f te r .
“M r. E d iso n ’s d a y  a t  th e  la b o r a 

to ry  b e g a n  a b o u t  8 :3 0  a .m . a n d  
e n d e d  a t  6 :00  p .m . ,  w ith  ju s t  
e n o u g h  tim e  o ff  fo r  a sm all 
lu n c h ,” S tr in g fe llo w  sa id . “H e  
w o u ld  b r in g  h o m e  w ith  h im  a  ‘b a g  
fu ll o f  p ro b le m s ’ w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  
w o rk  o n  in  h is b a s e m e n t la b o r a 
to ry  a f te r  d in n e r .”

S t r in g f e l lo w  m o s t  a d m i r e s  
E d iso n  fo r  h is in te g r ity .

“ O n  o n e  o c c a s io n ,” h e  says, 
“ E d iso n  p la c e d  a  p ro d u c t  o n  th e

m a rk e t  w h ic h  h a d  w o rk e d  w ell in  
th e  la b o ra to ry , b u t  its  p e r fo r 
m a n c e  in  th e  f ie ld  w as d is a p o in t  - 
in g . H e  n o t  o n ly  c losed  th e  p la n t  
w h e re  th e  p ro d u c t  w as m a n u f a c 
tu re d , b u t  re q u e s te d  h is c u s to m ers  
to  r e tu r n  th e ir  p u rc h a se s  fo r  a  fu ll 
r e f u n d .”

A c c o r d in g  to  S t r in g f e l lo w ,  
w h e n  so m e c u s to m e rs  fe lt th e y  
s h o u ld  a t  le a s t p a y  s o m e th in g  fo r  
th e  serv ice  th e y  re c e iv e d , E d iso n  
sa id , “ M y in te g r i ty  is invo lved  a n d  
th a t  is n o t fo r  s a le .” ( ]
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Montana State awarding TAEF’s Cook honorary Ph.D.

Edison Foundation President James G. Cook discusses the 28th Science 
Institute held at Montana State University in Bozeman, Mont., with Dan 
Regan, vice president, Montana Power Co., cosponsor of the Institute 
with the Foundation; Mac Rugheimer, assistant dean of M SU’s College 
of Letters and Science; and Ellis Donahue, director of training, Montana 
Power Co.

J a m e s  G . C o o k , p re s id e n t  o f  th e  
T h o m a s  A lv a  E d iso n  F o u n d a t io n  a n d  
e x e c u tiv e  s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  C e n te n n ia l  o f  L ig h t, 
w ill re ce iv e  a n  h o n o ra ry  d oc tQ r o f  
sc ien ce  d e g re e  f ro m  M o n ta n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity , B o z e m a n , M o n t. T h e  d e g re e  
w ill b e  a w a rd e d  a t  s p r in g  c o m m e n c e 
m e n t  exerc ises.

A t th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t,  M SU  P re s i
d e n t  W ill ia m  T ie tz  s a id , “ M r. C o o k  is 
r ic h ly  d e se rv in g  o f  th e  h o n o r .  A s c h ie f  
o p e ra t in g  o ff ic e r o f  th e  E d iso n  F o u n d a 
tio n , h e  h a s  w o rk e d  lo n g  a n d  su cc e ss fu l

ly  fo r  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  sc ie n c e  a n d  
e n g in e e r in g  e d u c a t io n .”

C o o k , 4 2 , w ill b e  th e  y o u n g e s t p e rs o n  
e v er to  rece iv e  a n  h o n o ra ry  d o c to ra te  
f ro m  M o n ta n a  S ta te . A  n a tiv e  o f  M ic h i
g a n , h e  h a s  d e g re e s  f ro m  M ic h ig a n  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a n d  E a s te rn  M ic h ig a n  
U n iv e rs ity . B e fo re  jo in in g  th e  E d iso n  
F o u n d a t io n  in  1965 , h e  w as w ith  G e n e r 
a l M o to rs  C o rp . H e  b e c a m e  th e  F o u n 
d a t io n ’s e x e c u tiv e  d ire c to r  in  1967 a n d  
w as n a m e d  p re s id e n t  in  1971.

R e c e n tly , M o n ta n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
p la y e d  h o s t to  th e  2 8 th  E d iso n  S c ien ce

Energy awareness in Alabama
B ecau se  o f  its o p tim is tic  m essag e , th e  
C e n te n n ia l  w as se le c ted  as th e  th e m e  
o f  th e  g ra n d  f in a le  o f  th e  S ev en th  
A n n u a l E n e rg y  A w aren e ss  P ro g ra m  
sp o n so re d  by th e  S a n d  M o u n ta in  
E lec tric  C o o p e ra tiv e  in  R a in sv ille , 
A la. T h e  o n e -d a y  p ro g ra m  o n  c o n te m 
p o ra ry  en e rg y  issues w as re p e a te d  o n  
th re e  c o n se c u tiv e  days, M a y  1-3, fo r 
400  h ig h  sch o o l sen io rs  in  th e  a rea .

“ U n fo r tu n a te ly , w h e n  w e ta lk  
a b o u t en erg y  th e se  days, it c a n  be 
very  d is c o u ra g in g  to  y o u n g  p e o p le ,” 
sa id  H e le n  L o n g sh o re , S a n d  M o u n 

ta in ’s m e m b e r-s e rv ic e  re p re se n ta tiv e .
“ T h e  C e n te n n ia l ,  h o w ev er, r e 

m in d s  y o u n g  p e o p le  th a t  so lu tio n s  
c a n  b e  fo u n d  to  th e  c o m p le x  p r o b 
lem s o f  o u r  soc ie ty  if  w e c re a te  th e  
r ig h t e n v iro n m e n t fo r  in n o v a tio n ,” 
L o n g sh o re  c o n tin u e d . “ It e n c o u ra g e s  
y o u n g  p e o p le  to  b e  e n th u s ia s tic  a b o u t 
w h a t th e y  c a n  do  a n d  re m in d s  th e m  
th a t  th e  a tti tu d e s  o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l a d 
v a n c e m e n t, c o m p e titio n , p ro f i t -m a k 
in g  a n d  ta k in g  c a lc u la te d  risks a re  n o t 
a n ti-so c ia l, b u t  a re  in  fa c t very  p r o 
d u c tiv e  a n d  b e n e f ic ia l  to  so c ie ty .”

In s t i tu te  c o sp o n so re d  b y  th e  T A E F  a n d  
M o n ta n a  P o w e r C o m p a n y . T h e  th re e -  
d a y  p r o g r a m  a sse m b le d  m o re  th a n  330 
M o n ta n a  ju n io r  h ig h  a n d  h ig h  sch o o l 
s tu d e n ts  a n d  sc ien ce  te a c h e rs .

“T h e  I n s t i tu te  serves as a  fo ru m  to  
c r e a te  a  p o s itiv e  e n v iro n m e n t  fo r  
sc ie n c e  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  c o u n try , th e r e 
b y  a t t r a c t in g  a n d  k e e p in g  ta le n te d  
s tu d e n ts  in  th e  h a r d  sc iences , a t  a  t im e  
w h e n  a n  a n ti-s c ie n c e  m o o d  is so p re v a 
l e n t ,” C o o k  sa id .

E d iso n  S c ien ce  In s t i tu te s  h a v e  b e e n  
h e ld  o n  u n iv e rs ity  c a m p u s e s  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  fo r  m o re  t h a n  20 
y ea rs . T h e  E d iso n  F o u n d a t io n  h a s  o r 
g a n iz e d  as m a n y  as seven  m a jo r  sc ien ce  
c o n fe re n c e s  a n d  in s ti tu te s  a n n u a lly . U
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