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SIDE ONE

RF: It's about 1:30 in the afternoon, and

we're going to do a little talk about the history of the

Girl Scouts i-n Hoboken, from their collective memories.

Werre going to start with Lee. Lee, could you introduce

yourself?

LR: Yes. My name is Lee Raines, and Ifm a

schoolteacher in Hoboken. I've been a GirI Scciut for

sixty-two years. I started in Hoboken Girl Scouts as a

Brownie, in 1933, and my first leader was a very

wonderful little person Miriam Rothschild's sister.

She read us stories every week in Brownies, and we were

o

o

so thri11ed. We were very young, then. We were Ilke
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seven, eight, nine. We could join Brownies, .nq the dues

were only five cents a week -- which, during the

Depression, sounded Iike a Iot, but right now it isn't.

We loved Brownies. Then, dS soon as we

were ten years o1d, we would enter Girl scouts. we were

allowed to enter Girl scouts. So r entered Troop #9, and

we had a Girl- scout leader cafred Betty van cleef. she

lived on Eighth and washington streets, and she took our

Girr scout troop to the Museum of Natural Hlstory. r,ve

never been out of Hoboken since. r was so, so thrirred,

as a littIe, ten-year-old gir1, to get out of Hoboken,

and see a museum. r always remember that. That was 1935.

How I could go from Hoboken to New york, go and enjoy a

wonderful trip. Because my parents never took me

anyplace. We just stayed in Hoboken. So I was very

grateful that the Girl scouts would take us out on trlps,

and that's exactly what we did.

RF: Where did you meet?

LR: We would meet in front of Betty Van

Cleef's house on Eighth and Washington Streets. I,m

trying to think it was right next to 817 Washlngton
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Street and we'd al-I go together. There were no buses,
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no modern transportation in 1935, so we walked al1 the

way. There were no buses. y{e walked all the way to the

"tubes" (we caIled it "the tubes"), to go to the museum.

RF: And how many glrls would be in the

LR: There would be a good troop number.

There would be about fifteen GirI Scouts at that time, in

my troop Troop #9. We had such a wonderful time

together. T sai-d, "This scouting is wonderful. Itm so

happy that I joined." Because I learned a lot. We had so

many actlvities. We were rea1ly happy about it.

After that, a year later I joined Rosalind

Homesr troop, Troop #2, and that had a Iot of activities,

too. There were many troops at that time. There were at

least eleven or twelve troops at that time.

RF: In Hoboken.

LR: In Hoboken, y€s. Then, finally, in

1931, I joined my final troop, which was Miss Daveyrs

troop (Violet Davey), and f stayed with her what seems

like forever, because she appolnted me assistant leader.

o

o

I was an assistant leader to her, then leader, and then
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we did al1 the activities, so many things, together. She

was also a schoolteacher. Yes. We had a wonderful time.

She used to take usr with her car, on trips to Bear

Mountain. Vlolet Davey had a car, and she would take our

troop all over, traveling all over Hyde Park; we went

to the zoo; to Tallman Parki we went to places we had

never qone before and this is little Hoboken Troop #1.

Her troop was Troop #1. We were very, very happy with

her, and I stayed with her to the very end, until I

became a Brownie leader myself

RF: Would the troops ever get together

for events?

LR: Oh, yes. We had merit-badqe earnings.

We called it a ra1ly. Every troop earned merit badges,

and wefd get together in the Waldheim-Stevens Forum. Each

troop would get awarded merit badges. It was wonderful,

because you could see how you'd start from Brownies,

Tenderfoots, Juniors as you'd go up through the ranks,

you'd earn more badges. It was fun. And we had our own

cheersr w€ had our own songs, and all the troops met,

with the leaders, and it was rea1ly enjoyable events.
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RF: Catheri-ne, do you want to talk about

some of your early memories?

CR: Wel1, I joined Girl Scouting in

Hoboken in 1940; and, of course, by then, we did have our

Hoboken Girl Scouts, which we cal1ed the "Little House.',

It was such fun. The people I met, even at that time,

some of them I st1ll know, love, and correspond with. I

telephone a 1ot more. But it was really fun. But I was

not one of the great Scouts that they 1oved, at first,

because I always did things different, or I laughed when

I shouldnrt, and they would sdy, "Maybe you'd better go

home." Like they sald the dues were flve cents, but there

were six children in my family and, like she said, five

cents, dt the time, was a l-ot of money.

But we did have wonderful times. The one

thing I remember is going to the World's Fair, in 1940.

The Girl Scout council- hired the buses, we had to pay ten

cents to get in, and we were told that 1f we got lost, to

go back to the buses, and we would see no more of the

World's Fair. I had fifty cents, and f spent my fifty

cents. I went back to the bus, and they couldn,t believe

a

a

a

a
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it. They spent half a day looking for me. But I was back
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at the bus, having fun, just sitting there me and

Henrietta IFromhoIz].

But the leaders I met Marian and Grace

Spencer; Violet Davey; Mim [Mirlam] Rothschild they

were all wonderful, educated women, and they trled to

instill in us a feeling that we were very good people; we

were worth something. They would tell us Iike cooklng.

How much did a cake cost, in a bakery? We1l, $2.00. ,'But

how much would it cosL you to make it?" And this is what

brought around badges and things. House cleaning. How do

you house clean? Some of us had never cleaned a

refrigerator. Our mothers dld it, or We cleaned the

refrigerator. How do you do wooden floors? They showed us

how to clean wooden floors. Things that we did not have

at home.

But then, of course, when I jolned (1940),

1t was the war, and we made beautiful curtains. We made

curtains, because we had blackouts. We had the Stevens

Forum in front of us, in whlch we had many, many events--

including every Christmas we had a Christmas pJ-ay, that

was put on by Margaret Marne11, from Demarest Hlgh

School, and Miss fTheresa] Rabold. That was the art

o
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teacher j-n Hoboken High.
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I was never a good actress, but Miss

Rabold always made sure I had something to do. Nina

Hatfield was a wonderful person. She gave me my only

badge I ever worked on needlecraft, or something Ilke

that. Oh! But she was a wonderful, wonderful woman, and

very kind.

RF: Could you tell me a 1itt1e bit about

the troop house? Most people don't know where it was.

CR: At the Girl Scout house -- we had

meetings there every night. we had a kitchen which we

learned to cook in; then we had a troop chest, where we

could put all our supplies, and keep our arts and crafts

that we did. we courd keep them in one troop chest that

was there all the time, and nobody ever went in and took

your stuff. rt rea11y was wonderful. we learned how to

take care of a house.

And the gardens! Oh! We had beautlful

gardens. Miss Davey would teach us how to take care of

the gardens. Then we had an outdoor fireplace, where we

would have cookouts, when nobody, in the '40s, had

cookouts. We had a stone fireplace, outsi_de, where we

could cook hotdogs, make S,mores and stuff }ike that.

a
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But our Girl Scout house was very precious

to us, and we had cushions r remember we had cushions

on our chest, to sit on; or, wetd put them on the floor,

and sit. We had to take them outside every once in a

whil-e, and beat them 11ke crazy. fn the city, you didn't

have that.

But we did a 1ot of walking. We'd go

hiking.

RF: So the GirI Scout house you had

your individual troops

CR: Yes.

RF: When would you go to the troop house?

CR: Every week.

RF: Every week. Would you meet other

troops there?

CR: Every week we would have our own

troop meeting. Like, there were troop meetings on Monday,

o
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Tuesday, Wednesday oo, Thursday was band. tfe had a
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Girl Scout band. Friday we had troops. My GirI Scout

leader was also Jo Smithson, Marian Spencer, Dorothy

Susselman and it was also Troop #9 on a Friday night,

and also Troop #3 met. Saturdays was the Brownie troops

the young Brownies. We met mostly at night, because by

the '40s most of the leaders were working. I think the

only reader who had free time in the afternoon was Miss

Davey -- who was a schoolteacher.

RF: I was going to ask you most of the

troop leaders were women?

CR: Yes.

RF: And what type -- were they

professionals? Or were they housewives?

LR: Most of the troop leaders, and

council members, a1so, were women who were professional

women teachers. Ninety-nine percent, ffll_ sdy, were

schoolteachers. Others were volunteer women 1n the

community, like a nurse, and someone a dean or a

college professor would marry one of our locaI women, who

would volunteer as a leader or counci-l member. They were

o
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all women who volunteered to give, their servi_ce, and

there was no question about money, because thls was a

strictly volunteer organization. Nobody got paid, but we

all volunteered our services, day and nlght night

troops, day troops -- whatever was needed, we would

volunteer our services. And the women were very kind and

good to the girls. If ever you needed help, with

anything, they would always say, ,'Let me help you, " even

with the first aid. "Let me help you." We loved that

spirj-t of helpfulness. They really wanted to help us. And

we were very proud of them. The women were wonderful

women.

CR: They also were nurses, bankers,

executive secretaries, besj-des teachers. There were a lot

of teachers.

RF: Did they wear uniforms, too?

LR: Oh, yes.

CR: We all wore unj_forms. Not like today.

But you never went to a Girl scout meeting without either

o

your Girl scout uniform, or what they called an alternate
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uniform -- which was a white blouse with a co11ar, a

black skirt. (or blue), black stockings, and shoes. And

our kerchlef *- ye1low kerchief r ot Glrl_ Scout

whatever coror our troop was. That was the alternate

uniform, and everybody had a uniform.

RF: So there were dues, but you probably

had to pay for your own unifofln.

CR: Oh, yes. We paid for our own uniforms.

rn fact, when my daughter went into Girl Scouting, that
was always her christmas present her Brownie uniform;

her intermediate Girt Scout, and her Senior Girl

Scouting. we had three levels at the time, and that was

arways her christmas present. As she graduated in Girl
Scouting, that was always her Christmas present.

RF: Dld each troop have a color, did you

say?

CR: Our own kerchiefs. Liker we had a

o

necklace, a kerchief
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LR: Ours was gold. Troop #1 was a gold

kerchief, and the children loved it. rt was rike a tie,

and we were proud of it.

CR: It was a triangle, and we put 1t into
a knot.

LR: Our symbol was purple

CR: And we also had, on the uniforms, a

badge. Our troop, #9, was daffodils.

LR: Yes. We identlfied each troop.

CR: As we got oIder, and had to merge

with different councils Jersey Clty, East Orange, and

all the others then we had to have numbers on our

uniforms. But at firstr we didn't.

LR: Our synbol was the purple pansy, and

vlolet Davey was arways very proud -- everyone wore a

purpre pansy on their uniform. rt was very beautiful. rt
o

o

was embroi_dered, and we were very proud of that.
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CR: We were very competitive. Every year,

on Decoration Day, when we would go into the parade, what

we had was troop inspectlon, which every girl had to show

up for. At that time Decoration Day, or Memoriaf Day,

as we called it every girl showed up, and every girl

was inspected, to see how her uniform was; also, how

clean and neat her nails were, and that they weren't

bitten! They didn't 11ke children to bite their nai1s.

That we did have. Then the troop that got

the highest points got gold braids to wear in the parade,

and they carried their flags on stage, dt the Girr scout

ra1]ies that we had 1n June.

LR: It was a qreat honor.

CR: Oh, it was. We won once. Troop #9

won. I carried the American flag.

LR: We won once, too. Because Brownies

they donrt usually win.

o

o

CR: No, they were not included as much.
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LR: Once they did, because the other

troops, apparently, didn't get very hiqh points. So the

j-nspector said, "wer1, this time we'11 l-et the Brownies

win, because they scored the highest points. " So we were

very rucky that year onry, that one year. we were very

happy.

RF: You tafked about how you were in

dlfferent. troops. V']hy would you move from one troop to

the next? was it because you got older? or you rotated?

LR: No. My girlfriends joined, then they

moved they joined another troop, and I went with them

EinalJ-y, most of the neighborhood chir-dren joined Miss

Davey's troop; then, r was with them. These were friends

that I lived nexL door to, who were on my block, and f

wanted to be close to them. So that's why r joined that

troop.

CR: But we did have girls from al-I over

the city, as far down as First and Jefferson, Jackson,

whatever the streets down there and they wal-ked

must sdy, it's the same thing they walked (and we

o

o

o
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could walk anywhere 1n the clty, in the r40s, day or
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night), and they were dedicated children who just

l-oved it. We just had a wonderful time.

Like Lee said, we went places. I remember

we were supposed to go on a hike. you had to bring a box

Iunch, because at that time you didn't have all- these

backpacks and stuff. So you would pack a shoebox or

something. And we were supposed to go on a hike, up to

Interstate Park. We would walk up to 22"d Street and get

the 22 up to Cl-iffside, where palisade park was, and

then walk down the hill to rnterstate park, and that cost

us like ten cents. I had my lunch and everything, and it

started pouring rain. So they said, "Wel1, we're going to

take you to the theatre, in New York."

So we went to the Roxy Theatre, and, of

course, like I sai-d, I was always in trouble I was

eating my hotdog and laughing at the movie and stuff, and

the people in back of me hit me on the head with their

paper and said, "Thatrs enough. Behave yourself."

fl,aughs] We1l, like I said I always thought everything

was very humorous.

RF: Can you describe a littl_e more, Lee,

o

o

the Girl Scout house?
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LR: Yes. We had two large rooms, and in

the middre was the kitchen. The two large rooms were the

troop meetings Troop #1 would meet in one large room,

and Troop #2 wourd meet in the other large room. Then in

the mlddle was the kitchen. We also had, around the

rooms, built-in closets, where the band instruments were

put. They were very 1arge, so we really needed that

space. Alsor we had benches around the rooms, and t.he

benches would have openings; you could open the top, and

inside was equj-pment the handbooks; Girl Scout

equipment,' arts and crafts; needlecraft, and every room

had, oh, I woufd say, at -l_east eight or nine benches,

which you could open and put in your equipment. Each

troop got its own bench, so we didn't lose any time

finding our stuff

The Scout House itself, if I remember, a

light green. The walls were a light green, to resemble

the color of the Girl scout col-ors. one room had a large

flreplace. That's the room, as you entered the main door.

On the right side was a real_ firepJ-ace, and then Miss

Davey donated an old-fashioned fireplace from her house

-in Vermont. She brought it to Hoboken, and they had it

built in. It was beautiful. We toasted marshmall_ows

o

a

o

there, AS part of our troop meeting. The girls loved it,
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because we never had the opportunity to do thlngs like

that. We used to cook there. It was wonderful.

The kitchen wasn't too large, but it had

the refrigerator, the sink, and 1t had cooklng equipment.

We cooked meals there. Then we had our council meetings,

and our leaders' meeting dinner we wou]d take a lot of

the food we could make, from the kitchen llkes salads,

thlngs that were easily accessible to make and serve

it rlght at the dinner, and the dinner was always hetd in

the large room, as you came ln, because we had a lot of

space.

It was very enjoyable. We enjoyed the

Scout House. We didnrt want to leave. We dldnrt want it

to be demolished. We loved it.

RF: Could you see this from the street?

What block was it on? It was on Garden?

CR: It was on Eighth and

LR: 916A was the address of our Girl

Scout house, 9L6A, and in the front was the Forum. The

Forum was big. Then in front of it was trees. In front ofo

f

our Scout house was a little garden and trees. Unless you
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warked the path to the back, then you would see the Girl

Scout house.

CR: You couldn't see the Girl Scout house

from the street.

RE: So you would actually have to walk

down the alley

CR to see it -

RF: And that's how you entered, through

the alley

CR: Originally, it was one large room, a

bathroom and a kitchen, and a sma1l room. Then, fina1ly,

when the Girl Scouts got the deed to the 1and, from

Stevensz w€ built on. Then from one end of an alley, you

could see part of the GirI Scout house. But untll then,

you couldn I t.

RF: So it sounds like you both were in

the Girl scouts at a time when you had a lot of community

o

o

o

invol-vement.
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LR: Activity, yes

CR: Yes. We collected tin cansr w€

cof l-ected money at the U. S. Theatre and t.he Fabj-an

Theatre in Hoboken, as gir1s.

RE: Was that for World War TI?

LR: World War II. I wasn't around for the

first one -

RF: I didn't know if it was to raise

money for your organization, or for uniforms, or

CR: We raised money, mostly, at that

time, for the Red Cross.

LR: Also, our girls served as hostesses

for the USO sol-diers, dt the YMCA. Many of our GirI

Scouts

o

o

o

o

CR: You mean the Girl Scout leaders.
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gave food, and they were. so

appreciative, the soldiers who came in from world war rr,

they didn't know how to thank us ("Thank you, thank

you"), and also, many of our leaders volunteered,

immediately enlisted, as soon as the war started

enlisted in Worfd War II. Dorothy Van Seggern, Betty

Wehr, Iona Stang, Lottie Bal_k. They immediately went,

Hoboken girls; immediately enlisted. And many of them

held ranks, like captain. one girl could have been like a

Lj-eutenant General, because she was not only a college

graduate and teacher, but she a-l_so was a registered

nurse, and they needed nurses at the ti_me. So they put

her on top of the ranks, to herp our soldiers. She was j_n

the hospital, herping our world war rr sor-dlers, and. we

were so proud of a-l-l our readers. And they all came back

safe.

So we were very proud of them. And they

were very active in the community. The Girl Scouts were

never dull-. we were always doing things for Hoboken. we

planted "cherry" trees, al1 around the city. It was

beautiful, at the ti-me.

CR: But they're gone. They didn'to

O

survive. ILaughs]
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RF: Well, they have a l-ife thirty or

forty years, that kind of thing.

Any idea how many Girl Scouts were

LR: Yes. At the peak of girl-scouting, w€

had 500 registered members

CR: Yes, we did.

LR: in the Hoboken Girl Scouts

CR incl-uding a band.

LR: A band. The "council" was registered,

the leaders were registered

CR: and the girls. There were 500.

RF: What do you mean,'"registered?"

o
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LR: That means, when you join you give

dues. r think at the time it was fifty-cents to a dollar

dues.

CR: That was the registration, but we're

talking about when registration went national_

registered with Nationaf Girl Scouts.

LR: Itrs like joininq a veterans'

organizat j-on how many are in your

CR: museum. ILaughs]

RF: You have a local chapter, Lhen

there's a reqional office.

LR: Yes. And our local- was 500 Hoboken

girls

RF: That's amazing

LR: on our roster. And everyone knew

everybody. You would look "Oh, I know her. I know her"

o

o

o

because we went to school in this small area. A11 the



o

a

o

o

o

o

o

o

Raines,/Ruchovansky - 23

girls went to Brandt (junior hlgh school) at that time;

all the boys went to Rue School, and everybody knew

everybody, whether you l-ived on Jackson Street or you

lived on Hudson Street. Everybody knew, from the troops.

We would have a Iot of intermlngling by meetingS, sociafs

we would have a 1ot of socials.

RF: What was a social?

LR: WeIl. when we would have cookie

sa1es, w€'d get trips. Werd all hire buses, and we'd go

to Harriman State Park or Bear Mountain. We would bring a

little box Iunch, and we would sit on the lawn. We would

play games, and every troop would get to know everyone.

So we enjoyed that.

RF: So how many troops were there in

Hoboken, do you think?

LR: At the height, I think j-t was about

twenty?

o

o

o

CR: About fifteen.
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LR: About fifteen, you'd say?

CR: Yes. No more than fifteen troops.

RF: Then would you have your troop

meetJ-ng right after school?

CR: There was only one, that was Violet

Davey, and then there were two every evening except

Thursday. Thursday had the band, and then there were

three or four on Saturday morning.

LR: Saturday morning f had my Brownie

troops.

CR: Yes. I was a Brownie leader, but many

years later.

RF: Yes . Let' s tal_k about. that . So you

both were Brownies and Girl Scouts.

CR: I was never a Brownie. I was only a

Girl- Scout Intermediate GirI Scout, Senior Girl Scout,

O

and then a Girl Scout l_eader.
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LR: I al-so with Miss Davey's troop

she sai-d you could be a leader, because at that age

CR: You had to be eighteen.

LR: Yes. I was. Then I started my own

Brownie troop, and I ended it when the Girl Scout house

was demolished. r had to quit my troop. There was no more

Girl Scouts; no more Brownies

RF: Right. How long were you a leader?

LR: About t940, T started '40 to I

was graduating high school, I came in, and Miss Davey

said, "Come oor be an assistant 'Louier'r' she used to

call it; an assistant lieutenant.

RF: A Louie?

LR: That was her term for l_ieutenant

o

a
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CR: The troop leader was called the

captain. Anybody else was a rieutenant. fI,aughs] And they

carled us rike Lieutenant catherine or Lieutenant Lee.

RF: So you became a lieutenant?

LR: Yes, in Miss Davey,s troop. After
that, r started my own Brownie troop, around 1950. Troop

13. I was twenty-four years o1d.

o

CR:

haveatroop.Iwas

were a captain, but

Schriefer -- I went

asslstant leader, or

f know we had to be twenty-one to

never realIy a troop leader. Like you

I was always an assistant. Lenore

into her troop (troop 13) as an

lieutenant. we had, at that time,

rntermediate Girl scouts. Then we had Juniors and cadets.

Fina11y, it got to the point where we met in the

afternoon, and we started having Brownies. Lenore

schriefer, she worked for the Hudson united Bank.

RE: Are there any things that you kind of

o

initiated, as a leader?
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LR: Many things. The children loved to do

arts and crafts. So I would invite a parent in, who was

very expert 1n something like knitting or making

materj-als. she wourd come in and the troop would give her

equipment, colored papers, glue, sci_ssors, and she would

show the children how to make arts and crafts things.

They loved it. That's one of the initiatives r guess I

took. I always encouraged parent activity and

participation in our troops. rt was, "come on i-n and join

us." Sometimes, surprisingly, they would also become

Ieaders. They liked what we were doing, and they'd. say,

"Gee, I'd like to join the troop." We had quite a number

of parents joining US AS troop leaders, assi-stant troop

leaders, and they would attend every meetlng, because

their own children were also members of the troop.

So they did wonderful_ things and their

fathers, some were policemen and firemen, and they had

come in to lecture on safety. The girls wourd like that,

and it was i-mportant, because one of the merit badges was

on safety. so they would earn it by having people come in

from the neighborhood, speak to them, and they would

absorb whatever they said. Each child had a 1ittle

notebook, and they would write down what was important at

that time. At the end of the year, we would all discuss

,
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it. We would make a circle and, "What di_d we do t.his

year? What did we _learn?" And they would get beautiful

merlt badges, orr the strenqth of what they di-d and what

they l-earned.

So they were very happy about that.

RE: Back to the Girl Scout house what

was in front of the Girl scout house? Like if you were

walking along the street

CR: Stevens Eorum-

LR: Stevens Waldheim Forum. It was a big

building, in front of it.

CR: Most of the tj_me i-t was used to put

on chamber music, dny kind of play. Now the Girl scouts

used it every Christmas. We would have a p1ay, and we

would give out Christmas gifts to underprlvileged

children and anyone we fert was needy, or anythlng fike

that. We used to have our rallles there, to give out

merit badges and things like that. Any ti-me there was a

problem with the Girl scout house like one time we had

a bad problem with the roof -- we would meet in there.

o

o
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RF: And how did that look, when you went

inside? Do you remember?

CR: It was a big theatre. It had a

beautiful stage and rows of seats, just like a theatre.

rt looked -l-ike you were going into a theatre. r wish it

was there today, because today we could fill it rike you

wouldn't believe, with the people who are in this cit.y.

And, of course, when Stevens gave it to the ci_ty, it

became a health center -

LR: It was used for community weddings,

poritical rall-ies. r remember sneaking into one wedding,

because r dj-dn't know who was getti-ng married. The musi-c

was so enthralling! r was so little then. r peeked in. rt

was a wonderfu-l- place then, beautiful. They decorated it

beautiful.

CR: They always hired a couple, who had a

l1ttle apartment there, to take care of it.

o

o
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LR: Ursula Merseberger -- her father was

an architect they }ived there, in the 1g20s and '30s.

CR: I don't remember them.

LR: They lived there. He was a famous

architect. He bu11t the glass houses on vfashington

street. There is a Merseberger on 11th and washington

Street.

CR: At the time T was young I lived on Bth

and Wi11ow. f didn't go that far. [Laughs]

LR: In the 1920s and '30s. I remember,

because there was a big parade and a band, because of
this first grass house in Hoboken. rt was beautiful. But

now itf s changed a l-ot.

RF: So what happened to the GirI Scout

house?

o

LR: ft's a very sad, sad story.
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CR: Wel_lr w€ merged with Essex County

Essex GirI Scouts and, of course, the city was going

to condemn it, so the council did sefl it to Hoboken. r

must sdy, it was the end of Hoboken girl_scouting.

RF: What year are we talking about?

CR: Oh, '67 or something like that.

RF: That long ago?

LR: I just don't remember, offhand

RF: And when did you stop meeting there?

LR: f remember 1995

RF: We can look up a date. f didn't mean

to pick a date. So what contributes to Obviously,

there are less GirI Scouts?

LR: Viel-l, it was because there was no

place to meet. The Glrl scouts in my troop and my school,

o

we'd all meet together in the scout house. But if you've
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got no pl-ace to meet, if they l_ock it down, and the

parents say, "We11, I can't take my glrl to a locked

door, tt then

RF: It sounds like a complicated story,

but why was it condemned?

CR: Because Hoboken wanted to build a

garage. The parking garage

RE: So there's nothing wrong with the

building. It's not like the roof is falling in.

CR: There was absol-utely nothing

RE: They wanted the l_and

CR: They just wanted the land, to bui_Id

it was, "Either you can seIl it, or we'Il condemn it."

But there was nothing wrong with it, at the time.

o

o

o

LR: It was beautiful-
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CR: When you have this huge room to meet

fn and, like Lee sai-d, a_Il these places where we could

keep our arts and crafts, our books and everything

that's one thing. But to meet in my apartment is not

great. I didn't have a kitchen the kids could use,

because it's too smal} for two people, never mind a bunch

of chifdren. Also, when we first stopped meeting there r

did meet with Troop #8, with rrene o'Boyle, dt st. peter

& Paul's which was also a biq room, where you could

play games. Because that was part of girl-scouting

games, and songs, and dancing and you could do it

there, because they had the big parish hall that we could

use.

Then, when they had the school there,

after-schoof chi-l-dren, we couldn't use that anymore, but

they said, "Oh,

were meeting in

100' room to a

you can go down to St. Ann's," where we

a classroom. Now when you

classroom, there is nothing

do, plan too much on. We a.re still, ator

go from a 50' X

you can really

this Lime,

one troop I

o

meeti-ng at St. Matthew's church. They have

think it's Troop #B at St. Matthew's.

o

Girl Scouts.

RF: So, obviously, there are a l-ot l-ess
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LR: There's only like ten Girl Scouts.

RF: Now.

LR: Now.

RF: But, l-et's sdy, in 1995, when the

city is trying to take the Girr scout house, you probabry

were rea11y down in num-bers, too.

CR: Oh, we were probably down to around

150.

RF: That many?

CR: There were that many. There were

quite a few. We st1l1 had quite a few girIs.

RF: And who is mayor at that time?

o

o

CR: Anthony Russo.
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RE: And did you meet with him, to appeal

this ?

CR: We met with him. We met with the

Parking Authority. We met in St. Matthew's with the

Council. We had parades, everyplace we went. We had

petitions, and 1t meant absol-ute1y nothing. They just

absolutely wanted t.o build that garage

RF: So, since you had merged with the

Essex Council, they are really the property owner? Who is

the property owner?

CR: At the time we merged Girl Scouts

could neve-r own it personally.

RF: Right. The Council- .

CR: The Council always owned it. Like

when we went with Pavonia Girl Scouts, which was part of

Jersey City and all- of North Hudson, Bayonne they

sti-l-l kept up our GirI Scout house, and we st1I1 had

meetings there and stuff like that.. But once we got into

o

Essex, it seemed like
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RF: you lost some control.

CR: we l-ost complete control_. To go

out to Montclai-r

LR: You couldn't.

RF: Right

CR: and meet out there they all had

cars, and they could take their stuff, keep it in their

car. In Hoboken, you can't put your equipment i_n a car,

and move it from place to p1ace. I mean, you can, but you

can't park it.

RE: Do you remember what the property was

sold for?

CR: For $125,000.

o

a

Council -

RE: And that went to the Essex to the
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CR: That went to the Essex Girl_ Scout

Councif. The Greater Essex and Hudson.

LR: We got nothing.

CR: Hoboken troops r or GirI Scouts, in

Hoboken, recei-ved nothing. Greater Essex and Hudson

received $125,000. Some things I remember we1l.

RF: That must have been a hard pil1 to

swalIow.

CR: It was very difficult, and it gets

more and more difficult. But r think the house was gone

before '95.

LR: Maybe.

RE: f think it's '90s. f remember the

l_ssue.

o

anymore.

LR: We coul_dn't take our girls down
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CR: you see, if you have a place to meet,

people will come and you can get adurts to help. But the

adults we had, in the '40s, '50s, '60s and '70s and 'BOs

they're stil] such friends, it's unbefievable. They,ve

been friends for forty-fifty years. Like Joan ,'stratton"

was a Brownie leader in Hoboken, and a schoolteacher. She

was the first reader -- she was only twenty years ord

when she took over her Brownie troop. But she had

graduated from college and she was teaching; they made an

exception, and they gave her

LR: Well, she deserved it. She was good.

CR: Yes, she was excellent. But after a

whll-e, people just lose interest, when there,s not

LR when there's not a scout house to

go to; no roomsr rlo doors to open. The parents see that.

"I'm not taking my young

o

tt

CR: In the I 40s, we had troops in Our Lady

Mary OrBrien

a

of Grace

LR: Mary O'Brj-en and Mary Deverey
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CR: and Mary Stevens. They sold,

a1one, one year, 25,000 boxes of cooki_es, just there.

Then, after a while, after our Girr scout house was gone,

they also met 1n Our Lady of Grace School-, in the

auditorium there. But when they closed the schoor, the

Girl scouts were gone from there. so they were gone from

there, they were gone from St. peter & pauI,s

LR: There's nothing }eft, realIy.

CR: Only St. Matthewts.

RF: So the Girl Scouts now, you said, is
maybe around ten people?

CR: About ten.

LR: Yes. About that.

RE: Do you think there,s any future for
O

o

girl-scouting in Hoboken?
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CR: I don't see anyone in the l_ast ten

years (or better) showing any interest in girl-scouting.

The mothers r meet or see today are more career-minded.

Girl-scouting always took a rot of energy and a rot of

time. I was one of the few leaders, I think, who didn't

work, and I was the go-fer. ',We're going to have a

meeting." "Will you get this ready? Will you get that

ready? Will you do thi_s?" I did a-l-l that. It was fun.

Because it seemed to me that every other leader worked. r

was the go-fer.

Now my husband was very j-nvofved. My

husband, Steve, was very involved with scouting, all the

time. From the ti-me we were marrj_ed, in the '50s. He

would flx things in t.he Girl Scout house when the

toilet didn't work, and the heat didn't go on, and all

the million and one thJ_ngs that went wrong. And so was

Mr. O'Boyle, Pat O'BoyIe was very good with coming in to

glrl-scouting. The men we had on the council_ al- Stein.

He was wonderful. He was a Boy Scout leader, and gave a

Iot of ti-me t.o girl-scouting.

RF: I was just thinking did you also go

away for camp? You talked about the Bear Mountain

a
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activity. I know, letrs sdy, that for Cub Scouts and Boy

Scouts that's a big thing, to go away for

CR: f was not involved in camp. I did go

to camp -- A coupJ-e years we went to Camp Lochbrae, down

at Whitehouse Station, and we had two busl-oads of gir1s,

but that was a camp that was very modern, to an extent,

because the buildings had erectricity, as welr as indoor

bathrooms. rt was great. we used to have two busloads of

girls going, which was about eighty girls. I always took

my car, because they always wanted a car there in case

there was any type of emergency. So I drove, and

everybody else went in two busloads.

Camp Hudsonia we went to a few times, but

that was a very primitive Girl Scout camp. There was no

electricity in the cabins. There were outdoor latrines. r

would go for the day. f was not a camper. Lenore

Schriefer and Ann Ciski, Ruth Maus, Marian Spencer, they

all there were so many of them, who were campers, who

went for the Pioneer badge. As readers, they went for the

Pioneer badge and had to do a1I these things at a

camp.

But I was not a camper. I don't remember

o

you golng either, Lee? [Laughs]
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LR: I was working, I guess

CR: No, we went on weekends, Lee. you

didn't work weekends-

LR: I guess not.

Tel] me One of our Hoboken leaders was

also the leader of the camp. Heren Kaufman would be an

official leader of the camp she and her girlfriend,

who was arso a schoolteacher, and al-so a reader of the

band. she would go down and be an officiaf ]eader of the

camp, of the Girl Scout

SIDE TWO

LR applicatj-ons for camp. She would

encourage it. She would go to every troop and sdy, "Who

would li-ke to go to camp this summer? Have your parents

fill this out. r'11 correct it next week. we want peopre

to go to camp That's how she got our local_ Brownies to

go to camp, because there was a special section. She

would encourage that. A1so, the Girl scout camp. That was

It

a

a wonderful thing for her to do.
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CR: At one time, to go to Girl Scout camp

was a wonderful experience. We had gir1s, dt that t.ime,

from alr wal-ks of life, from the poorest girl to well-to-

do families at the time, who went to GirI Scout camp.

Then, I guess it was in the '60s or '70s, they got a hold

of this Jersey City had the camp, and they got a grant

which I thought was wonderful but they took in too

many underprivireged. Too many. And that was the end of

camp- People would not pay to go to a camp where g5a did

not. The same thing happened with camp Hudsonia. Like, we

had no Girl Scout house. When you had too many free

children going to camp, nobody efse went.

So that camp went down. Camp Lochbrae is

also gone. At one time, Jersey City had three camps, and

they've alI gone. Now Greater Essex-Hudson has Great

Eagre Rock, which is up in Lake paliske, New york state.

Itrs a beautiful camp. I've been there one day -- but

it's very expensi_ve to go to.

RF: So, like, the selling of the Girl

Scout cookies was one of your blg fundraisers

o

o

a

o

CR: Oh, and how! And it was fun.
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RF: And you'd have competitions, to see

who could sell the most?

BOTH: Yes.

LR: One of the gir1s, she would sell so

many Laura Lynn Schwartz.

CR: Laura Lynn Schwartz. Her whole

family. Every girl who was ever her mother and father

went around and sol-d cookies.

LR: And they won beautiful gifts. They

won the fi_rst prizes, always the radio, a transistor,
somethlng beautiful and very expensive. But they deserved

it. They sold thousands of cookles.

RF: So what was their secret? Their

father worked at a big company or something?

CR: They sold more cookies than anybody I
know. r sold cookies all my 1ife, and never r started
serli-ng cooki-es when they were twenty-f ive cents a box.

o



o

a

o

o

o

o

o

Raines/Ruchovansky - 45

RF: What are they up to now?

CR: I think $3.50. At the time, w€ could

knock on doors and just say, "Would you 1ike to buy

cookies?" and they bought them. Now you can't do that

anymore.

LR: Itrs i1IegaI

CR: Itrs to friends and family that you

sell. And of all the cookies we sord, r think there has

only been a few times that we've lost money not lost

money but that a troop did not pay for all the cookies

they received. I think you could count on one hand I

think that's a fantastic thing, when it involved

thousands and thousands of dor-r-ars. Even at fif t.y-cents a

box, it was a lot. There were times when we sold 25-

30,000 boxes of cookies.

LR: f remember.

a

o

a

a

Scout cookie?

RE: Wow. And what's the favorite Girl
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LR: I'm not sure.

CR: Chocolate mint.

LR: f love chocolat.e mint.

CR: But I still love the plaln vanill_a.

ILaughs] The original.

LR: The short bread. The short bread.

CR: They only had one kind of cookie when

we started. Then they'd keeping adding and adding and

adding. They selI a 1ot of cookies, but I think one or

two would be enough or maybe three. But no matter

where I go, Lf they're selling Girl Scout cookies

Ilaughs] --

RF: I'm kind of interested as to why Girl

scouting doesn't come back. you see a l-ot of new families

in Hoboken-

CR: There are a 1ot of famil_ies in

o

Hoboken, and they do not give their time to girts. Like I



a

o

O

a

o

o

o

o

o

Raines,/Ruchovansky - 47

said, if I could come in here and say, "Hey, come on.

Look at this room. You could meet in this room, here."

Okay. You've got a big room. Youtve got a place to put a

cabinet and al1 your junk in, " maybe they would be

interested. But when you say you've got to meet in a

classroom, or you've qot to meet in your home, it's not

very appealing.

RF: It's not like havlng your own keys.

CR: It I s not like having your own key,

and having a place "We're al-l going to get together

now." When we were leadersr we had a leaders' meeting

once a month on a Sunday night. We 11ved in the city, so

everybody walked, and it was wonderful. you got to know

all the leaders, you talked over things, you planned

things for the children a1I troops together or you

had to get permission, at times, from the counci1 to do

certain things.

Like we started to go on weekend trips.

Wel-l, if we wanted to do that, we had to get permission

from the council. If we went out of town, dt any time, w€

a

a

had to Even to go to Bear Mountain.
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RF: So was there like a leader of the

leaders, for Hoboken?

CR: Well, that would be a councilman.

Then we had a l-eader of the council

LR: Violet Davey, she was the president

of the council -

CR: Miss Duncombe was one.

LR: Eil-een Duncombe was one. yes, we

would call them, and they would

CR: Helen Kaufman. Off-hand, I just can,t

think of all the but they were she was the

president. LeL's say it was Violet Davey, at the time.

Then there were five or six helpers; people who worked

just on the councj-I. They didn't work directly with t.he

gir1s.

RF: They were l-ike trustees, almost r er

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

a

a

council members.
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CR: Right. And they made sure that things

were done right.

LR: If we had, flrst, a place to meet

a Gir-l- Scout house then we would advertise in the

paper.

CR: We did, but as this ci_t.y changed,

nobody volunteered.

LR: Wellr we coul-d try. Even if you get

ten or twelve members, with their parents, to come in

but first you have to have a place. you can't just sdy,

"Oh, we're meeting --r' as Cathy said, "in the school

houser" or a room in somebody's house. you can't do that.

You must have a permanent place to meet. Then we can

encourage the girls to come.

I think they wil-l come. Not as many as

500, as we had in the 1920s and '30s, but enough to start
a nice Girl Scout troop.

RE: I think you ' re ri_ght

o

LR: We really need that.
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But it's not happening, and we don't have

prace. And since real estate is so precious in Hoboken,

don't think anybody ta going to donate a place for us

o

to meet. So we have to be honest and practical.

CR: WeIl, maybe we should get after some

of the developers to give usa community room. Right ?

"Applied housing" gave a 1ot, but we need just one more

ILaughs] One more place.

LR: I f i-t ' s centrally located. We can ' t

meet on Jackson street, 1"t and Jackson. Developers are

now developing that area. The other part of it is l4th

Street and Madj-son, Jackson

CR: Maybe we shoufd try the Maxwell House

I Laughs ]

LR: Maybe. That would be nj-ce, except

CR: Get them to give us a community room.

LR: That would be very nice. I wish they

O

wou1d, because then the girrs courd meeL in a central
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location. But that's not happening. I thlnk people are

more interested now in money instead of girls.

CR: WeII, I think they're still

interested in girrs. r think they're very interested in

their children, in a dlfferent way. r think that when r

grew up in girl-scouting, in the '40s, when I was ten

years old, up unti-l I retired a few years ago, it was

different. our fami]ies di-dn't have a lot of education or

a lot of money. It was something, like Lee says, that we

could do. vrle didn't have to spend a rot of money. when

you had the Women's Club in Hoboken, we had a lot of

women who were interested in girr-scouting, who belonged

to the womenrs club, but at the women's cr-ub you always

had to be better-educated; you had to have money. It

arways cost a lot of money to belong to the women,s club.

It didn't cost only fifty-cents or 92.00 a year, llike]

to belong to girl-scouting.

RF: And what was the Women's Club?

CR: The Women's Club was an organization

o

o

here in Hoboken that did a lot of good for a lot of
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people but I didn't belong to it, so I can't tel-l you

too much about it

RF: Did they meet in the St.evens

Waldheim?

CR: They could have met there. They also,

for many years, met in the YMCA, before i_t was such a

health club when i-t was just the YMCA. There were also

rooms there that you cou.l-d meet in, at times. They did a

lot of good in the city, the Women's CIub, but I didn't

belong to it.

RE: But they were for older people, a

cul-tura1 kind of

CR: As the years went by, the Women's

Club became the Junior lrlomen's Club; they weren't

juniors, but they were women who were completely

professional women. It was different. Whereas, qirl-

scout.ing was more of a mixture of people, of women, and

taught more. They were not lnvolved with girls, IN

o

particular, as we were children. Like Lee said, you
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would have girls from well-to-do families as well as

poor, underprivileged families.

RF: You mentioned parades. What was the

big parade?

LR: Oh, Memorial Day. That was the

biggest one. we all looked forward to it. The girls loved

it, because they had a chance to wear their gord cords in

the parade, hold the f]ag, and be color guards. This is

their chance to shine. Their uniforms were spic and span,

and they loved it. Everyone rooked forward to it. "when

are we goi-ng to march?" That was our blg parade.

CR: I think that was the onTy parade in

Hoboken. I can remember being in high school of

course, I was a Senior Girl Scout, I was marching, and,

of course, who's a Girl Scout in high school? Only me,

like I said! They would say, ,'Hey!" making remarksr dS we

walked up. And Miss Davey would sdy, "Don,t worry. They

know us." [Laughs] They always had a kind word of

encouragement. Therers not many when I was ten I

a

was ten in '40. In 7946 I was sixteen, marching in the
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parade in a Girr Scout uniform. Today, there's nobody who

woul-d do that . I Laughs ]

RF: So the band would march in the

parade?

CR: The band would march, and we would

march in the back of the band-

LR: And Anna Van Twisk, with the big

baton. she was this tremendous woman. She was our leader.

RF: Who is this?

LR: Anna Van Twisk. She was the band

leader. she was tal-l, and she had t.his giant baton and a

uniform. she was wonderful-. she was our band leader for

many, many, many years.

CR: She was al-so a school teacher.

LR: She was a kindergarten teacher at

t

Brandt School, too.
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CR: She was my kindergarten teacher, too.

I Laughs ]

RF: Lee, do you think the Girl Scouts had

anything to do with you getting involved in teaching?

LR: No, I think when f was little I

always wanted to be a teacher. r enjoyed it. r grew up in

Brownies, Brownies are very young, and r always wanted to

teach. It's fun. I still teach. But I

Calabro School, in holocaust studies.

second year of teaching. I enjoy it.

forward to me. They always Sdy, "Are

and I say, "Yes, I'm coming back." So

teach part-time, at

This is my fifty-

The kids look

you coming back?',

I real1y enjoy

teaching. It's something f think teaching is something

chi-l-dren that you

out of teaching

born within you. It's a feeling for

have. If you don't like kids, stay

because you'1l never be a good teacher. rt has to be born

within you, some kind of a gene that maybe r have. But r
always wanted to help children, and that's what ilm

doing. And I'm enjoying it.

O

uni-form?

RF: And do you still have your Girl Scout
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LR: Yes. I have some of it. I know I have

a hat, and I think I have a jacket or a skirt. But you

can see that the material in it is exactly the way the

leaders' were, many years d9o, the GirI Scout leaders.

CR: He has them. I gave them --

LR: I put it in a shopping bag. It's in

my house. Every once in a while I look at it, and I say,

"I must give it to the museum, " because it's history of

Hoboken.

RF: Ri-ght. I think we have your drum. We

have the drum from the band

LR: It I s not on your 1ist.

RF: Whatrs that? The drum?

LR: Yes.

RF: We got the drum much earlier, I

o

o

think. But it'11 get grouped together, eventually.
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CR: The rest of the stuff I have in my

own apartment

RF: Thatrs right.

CR but the drum I took out of the

GirI Scout house, to bri_ng up here. I gave it to ',Lenny.,,

RE: Thatrs right. I know exactly where it

1S.

LR: We would march to that boom, boom,

boom. Who was the one who had it.? Who was the "boom?"

CR: Roslyn was one of them [drummer].

LR: I think I remember some tal_I girl,

who would just bang the drum.

CR: Roslyn was a drummer

o

LR: That's the one I mean.
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CR: and so was Jo [Josephine]

Smithson, and

LR: I think Roslyn was the tallest that

used to bang the drum

CR: Irm not in here, either.

LR: Did Dottie Van Seggern take some of

the instruments?

CR: No.

LR: I thought she had some.

CR: If she had them -- she's gone, and

Rose threw everything out. Her sister threw everything

out.

a

a

o
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RF: But we have a lot of the pictures

that you gave us.

LR: Yes. I gave a l_ot of pictures. Use a

Iot of them-

RF: We wiII.

CR: Some of them, I know the names of
people' that r don't think are on the back of them or

anything else. V[e started, in later years, ds the

children became couldn't afford g50, or $25 a week

we would go for weekends. But most of the ti-me it was $2s

or $50. what we would do in our troops -- we would give

the girls bank books, and they courd save $2.00 a week,

or $3-00 a week, untir they had their money to go on the

weekend. VrIe went to Disney World. We went to

Vrlilli-amsburg. We went to Boston.

LR: Washington,a

o
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CR: Cape Cod. Many, many places, and it
was wonderful. The children were great.

LR: f'd never been to phlladelphia. I was

with them- we would go to go places where we never went

before.

CR: We11, philadetphia WAS just a day

trlp.

LR: But it was good, because f saw aI1

the "banks" and the history -- Ben Franklin, Betsy Ross,

something that we provided the chil-dren, who never had

the opportunity. The Hoboken children rarely went

anywhere. We did it as leaders; we provided the

opportunity for them to see and their parents were

very agreeable. ,'Oh, this is good."

CR: We took them to ice shows i-n New

York, as well as the symphony in New york, and Madison

square Garden, different affairs that we had. we real_ly

worked hard.

o

a
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LR: But they enjoyed it, and we enloyed

seeing them happy because that was really our moti-ve

in lifer ds Girl Scout. leaders to see that the

children are happy. we, ourselves, became happy when we

saw that the children enjoyed themselves.

CR: I always enjoyed Girl_ Scouts.

LR: When they enjoyed themselves, I was

very happy

CR: I enjoyed the girls, but I think I

enjoyed the friendships I made through the years.

LR: Yes. That was worth it.

CR: That was very important to me, the

friendships

LR: We got to know everybody

o

o

CR Iike Lee and I, and Joan, and
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We never had the opportunity

o

a

of meeting, because we lived blocks away. When we got

toget-her in a troop meeting, or a leaders' meeting, we

got to know each other better and we al1 became friends.

To this day we even get Christmas cards, from many, many

people we met thirty, forty, fifty years ago

CR: At one time, in girl-scouting, if you

were a leader, meeti-ng in the Girl Scout house, with the

gir1s, there was absolutely no smoklng or drinking - No

matter where you went with the glr1s, you were not

allowed to smoke or drink, and I happened to be a smoker

at the time. The one trip we went on Miss Kern [Marie

Kernl and I were sitting on the bus, after a1l the girls

got off, and we had a ci-garette. And, of course, one girl

was in the back of the bus and slid all the way down, and

when we lit up the cigarette, she said, rrHirtr

I was very upset. I said, I'm not going to

do this. I'm not going to feel like a kid, smoking." So

the next time Now I had at least ten girls we meL once

a month to play cards with GirI Scout leaders we

had a }eaders' meeting, and I saj_d, "We11, I feel we have

to smoke on the trip I did not want to not smoke. They

o

o

o

put it to a vote, and I lost.
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Now we were going to philadelphia for a

weekend, and I had signed up my daughter. One of the

leaders was not going to go on the bus, she was going to

meet them there. The day of the trip my daughter got up

and said she didn't feel we-r-l-. she had a stight fever, r

took her to the doctor, and he said, ,'She can't go

anywhere." rt was Dr. sussman. He didn't know exactly

what was wrong, but he di-dn't want her to go. so r had to

go down to the bus and say she couldn't go.

Wef1, Miss Davey was going on that trip,

and she said, "You are not letting Karen go because of

not-smoking- r will never forgive you." r said, "r would

never do that. " As it ended. up, she had scarlet fever. so

r called them that night and r sald, "f'm sorry r didn't

send her. Now you'd all have scarlet fever. "

But I think it was the next trip r or the

trip after that, that they decided we could smoke. But at

that time, there was no smoklng in Girl Scouts .l_n

uniform- That was my experience. r was so upset when r

lost that vote. [Laughs] rt was like losing the mayor's

election when you depend on your friends. Well, none

o

of them smoked!

RE: Thatrs why you lost.
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CR: I was the only one who smoked.

LR: That.'s why, yes. Maybe one council

member.

CR: Oh, Joyce smoked. There were a few

leaders who smoked, but not in my group.

LR: There were some who drank, too,

weren I t there?

CR: There might have been. That I didn't

do- r drank very littl-e. r can't confess to something r

didn't do.

LR: Because sometimes, when we woul_d have

dinners or something, in a hotel, sometimes they would go

to the bar. And I said, "That's great. They're

soclaliz:-ng." And they were able to drink and smoke, and

it's okay. But when you're in uniform, it's a different

thing. You have to set an example. That's what I think

the scout law was about: setting an example.

o

o
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CR: It was not part of the Girl Scout

laws,andt:l Hoboken "pencil" laws.

LR: At that time, I don't think smoki_ng

was that dangerous, at the time.

CR: It was just AS dangerous, if not more

so, but we didn't know 1t.

LR: They didn't publicize it.

CR: Dorothy Van Seggern used to say (she

was a nurse) she used to bug me about smoking. When I

finally got around to it, I gave it. up. I don't smoke

anymorer so r can go back to being a Girf Scout leader,

i-n uniform.

RF: Are there people in the communlty

now, who were in the Glrl Scouts, that you had in your

troops, who are still in town?

CR: Alice Galmann; Catherine Culhane;

o

Marilyn Schwartz. I don't know how many others
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LR: A 1ot of them moved out of the

community, into the suburbs.

CR: I would like to see what their

reaction or what they learned from Girl Scouts.

LR: We had the Spencer girls Grace.

CR: Grace 1s in assisted-l1ving, in
Pennsylvania. Marian died; Ann'!s gone; Ruth Maus is gone.

A11 my friends are gone.

LR: Many of them have passed away,

because this was many years ago. But there are stil1 a

few living, and the younger girls

CR: Yes, but how many live in Hoboken?

LR: Not many. Most of them - Laura Lynn,

Patty Carson stil1 lives here, in "Marine View. "

o

o

too, right?

RF: That probably hurt the future of it,
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LR: A few sti1l live here, but not that

many. Most all of them moved out to the suburbs. We don't

know many. Just us.

CR: As leaders?

RF: But I meant

CR: AS girIs.

RF: The girls that you had.

l,R: Mari-e Scholar and Lorraine Murphy

were in troops.

CR: Theyrre still here. f would say there

are quite a few, but f dontt know how many.

LR: Not that many. Because most of them

that we had in our troops moved out. The girls in our

troops.

o

o

o

here.

CR: And now they canrt afford to live
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RF: Right. So they moved out.

LR: That was the answer. The rent is too

high. They can't afford it. And they can,t buy houses.

RF: And you moved back.

LR: I moved back, because I 1ove Hoboken

I was born and rai_sed here.

CR: But you lived out of town for a long

time -

LR: Yes. Thirty-six years, until we saved

enough money to sell our house and move back, or we courd

never af ford it. Vfhere wou]-d we get al-l the money, to

move j-n the Uni-on Cfub? "Prohibitive." you can't do that,

unless both people work, and save every penny. Then you

can afford it.

RF: So does lt feel- good to be back?

o

o



o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

a



o

o

a

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Raines/Ruchovansky - 69

LR: Oh, I love it. I love to walk around

the streets and say hello to everybody, sdy hello to the

merchants.

CR: I've lived here all my life. I'm

lucky, because I never had a house. Of course, I never

worked. But Irm under rent control_, so I'm stil1 here.

But I never had a house, so I can't

RF: There are a l-ot of changes and a lot

of new faces. Do you feel comfortabl_e in the community?

CR: Not as much as I used to. Because

there was a time when it would take me a good hour to

wal-k from 11th and Washington to l"t Street. Now I can do

it in fifteen minutes, because I don't think I meet three

people I know. Of course, the dlfference is, too years

d9o, we were home by 11:00 or 12:00, even when we were

adults. Now they only go out at 11:00-12:00. It's a

different world. Outdoor dining l-s something we never

did. I don't think I'11 ever be comfortable eating

outdoors, because if I want to eat out, on a day like

a

today, I want to go into a nice, air-conditioned
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restaurant and eat. r don't want t.o sit outside, with bus

smoke, motorcycles going by and everything else.

LR: ft's changed.

CR: I rm not as comfortable, because I

don't know as many people.

LR: The community has changed a great

deal.

CR: Yes. They're al-l too busy, J-n my

estimation. Nobody has time to stop and just do nothing,

or just enjoy chiJ-dren and stuff like that although

they seem to have lots of time to sunbath, both up here

and down on Pier A Park, and stuff l-ike that. And they do

become very invofved in the community, the new people.

That I think is a wonderful thing, that they do, because

I think someti-mes

LR: We need it.

a
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CR: too many of us just sit back and

say, "Ah, too much work. " At my d9e, it js too much work.

I can't argue with them like f used to.

RE: So between both of you, how many

years j-n girl-scouting?

LR: Si-xty-two for me.

CR: I joined in 1940. I was in sixty-two

years, altogether.

RF: So with both of you, it was sixty-

two

CR: My husband was a GirI Scout leader

for thirty years. Yes, he was registered. He even had a

card. Because, you see, the prob.lem was, if you were a

Girl Scout leader, and you were in a GirI Scout house and

you got hurt, you were covered with insurance or

whatever. He would go down there, and he would do things

to help us out, and, of course, tf he got hurt, he wasn't

covered. The building itself was, what? About fifteen

o

feet high? From floor to ceiling?
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A: Oh, yeah. At least.

O
CR: At least fifteen feet which means,

if you put things in a closet and stuff, you're ona high

ladder. So they decided, in order to cover him j ust an

case he would fal-r off a ladder or trip over his own feet

they would make him a Girl Scout leader, so he was

covered. so he was an official Girr Scout, for thirty

years, and he got a thirty-year pin, from Essex Girl

Scouts

LR: A Thank-You badge, he got

CR: Well, I got a Thank-you badge. He

never got that.

LR: He deserved it.

CR: The "thanks-badge, " in Hoboken, given

by our council I received the very last one, as the

Hoboken councll.

o

o

LR: I think Lenore got one, didn't she?
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CR: Lenore got one

LR: I think.

CR: There were a lot of women who

received the "thanks" badge, but I got the last one,

before we merged with Jersey City.

RF: And were you the last troop leader

associated with the Girl Scouts?

CR: I would say that Lee and I were.

ILaughs]

LR: We were the last two who had actual

troop meetings, in the Scout House, before they started

to demolish it. once the men came in and started working,

we had to leave, and we never came back, because the

parents didn't want the kids to come back and join again.

It was dangerous.

CR: Well, you left altogether, but I went

o

to St. Peter & Paul I s for a while, and I went to St.
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Ann's. r stayed in a little longer than you. you started

earlier than me.

LR: But in the actual Scout House

RF: WelI, among the three of you, you

have 154 years.

LR: That's a lot of work, as a volunteer

RF: Thatrs a lot of hours.

CR: As a volunteer-

LR: We also refused money. A parent would

come in and, ttHerets "No, we canIt accept money."tt

o

only the dues, what we gave to the children, for their

trips. If they would pay dues, it would either go for a

party or the j-r trlps.

CR: Because we had Christmas parties

D

every year , for the troops -
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LR: We would never take money for

ourselves. It was totally volunteer work all these

years.

CR: That's dedication. [Laughs]

LR: Devotion, dedication. I would say

we're sti1l the oldest volunteer group, that years ago

we're almost eight decades, do you know? Itrs eight

decades, from when we can, in the '20s, to when we ended.

We had to end because

CR: It was a sad time for people who

loved girls and scouting.

LR: I think itrs the longest organization

devoted enti-re1y to gir1s, and entirely a volunteer

organization.

CR: But it's not a completely volunteer

organization any more.

In the Hoboken Girl Scout Council, no one

ever got paid. I think they had somebody pald for slx

o

months, out of all the years.
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LR: We never got paid.

CR: No. They had one woman who was paid,

for about six months, then they said, "No, it didn't work

out." But today, it's a very big business, and they are

paid very blg bucks.

LR: Oh, you mean the original

headquarters.

CR: To run girl-scouti_ng is a very

lucrative position.

WeII, I must Sdy, even though they pay

wel-I, you put in an awful lot of hours. We put in a lot

of hours, and we weren't paid. we did. r think one of the

things that always amused me -- when I would get the

thirty-r or forty- r ox fifty-year "pin, " and the girls

would say, "Yourre going to get a good pensionr" and I

wourd say, "Yeah. Just about the same amount r'm makin'.',

o

o
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LR: If you compare our organization,

though, with othersr w€ stilr have t.he most years from

all the others we have the most volunteer years, than

any other organization. we've been here thirty, forty,
fifty, sixty

CR: irie're dinosaurs. ILaughs]

LR until it absolutely closed, we're

here the same girls who are stil-1 livi-ng, in

Pennsylvania or ohio, were with us, sixty-seventy years

ago- Thi-s is what we did. we "bondedr" and nobody ever

got. paid. And we loved to do the activities in Hoboken.

we always thought of Hoboken. This is "Hoboken Girl

Scouts. tt

CR: In fact, the few years we had

reunions, if you recafl

Yes. I remember.

at St. Peter & Paul's, and a1l the

girls we could we sent out letters to, that we knew

o

o

LR

CR

o

o

adverti-sed it and we had all these people come, from

we
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all over. Linda volkemer and Helen Delaney. -- they had

coats on when they warked into the auditorium, and arl of

a sudden they said, "Tada!" They took off their coats,

and they had their ful1 Girl Scout uniforms oD, with

their sashes, the two girls (they belonged to Troop #10,

with Ann ciski), when they were growing up, and they must

have had forty badges. They had badges from end to the

other.

RF: So that I s Linda

o CR:

RF:

CR:

RF:

LR:

good. But she was

RF:

Vol-kemer.

fs she the fencing teacher?

Yes.

She I s great.

She's the coach at Stevens now. She's

one of us.

a

She's a member of this group.
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CR: Linda and Helen Delaney they were

Girl Scouts together, In Troop #10. They came. They were

very good friends. But they must have had forty badges. r

can sti11 see r,inda and Helen comi-ng into the room.

LR: But they came from South Jersey.

CR: No. Linda still Iives here in

Hoboken.

LR: No, I meant the reunion you're

speaking of.

CR: Oh, yes. They came from all over.

LR: From all over from Pennsylvania

and

RF: And when was the Iast time you did a

reunion?

LR

CR

Maybe about seven years ago.

o

About fifteen years ago.
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LR: I took pictures at that reunlon. Joan

Stratton, her aunt was there. They 11ved 1n Holmdel, dt

the tlme. usually, the reader would al-so bring a relative

or somebody who helped us in Girl Scouts; somebody who

would support usr and cook for us, and do things to help

us. They camer ds a support person, to the reunion, and

it was good to see them. I haventt seen Joan's aunt for a

long time, and when they came in, I said, .I'm so glad to

see you. "

RF: So 1f we produce a booklet from this,

we should do a reunion.

CR: I would love to do

RF: We could do it right here.

CR: Go to Alice Galmann and her sister,

Cathy, and ask them what they have learned.

I know this is hard. When would this be?

a

I{ou1d it be another year?
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RF: It might be. Tt takes a while.

CR: f know that. The only reason I'm

asking at a1I I figured it I s not going to be two

months maybe in your sma1l ones, that you put out, you

could put, "Were you a Girl Scout? Send me your

RF: Right. In the Newsletter.

CR: In the Newsletter, "send me your

ideas, " or

RF: Sure.

LR then they would notify him.

CR: Yes, they Would write to him. Like I

know this one friend of my sisterrs she lives in

California. She's a member. She would be a type that

would write somethi-ng. But a lot of people who belonged

to it are ol-d people, from Hoboken. Maybe there are some

'l

I

who had been GirI Scouts.



a

o

o

o

o

o

o

Raj-nes/Ruchovansky - 82

LR: Oh, f'm sure there are. people who

belong to the museum, also, people who are our ages

CR: WeIl, that's what I mean. They belong

to the museum, and they were Girl Scouts.

RF: But the core of it witl be your

discussi-on, today.

CR: Oh, f 'm sure of that.

RF: So any last thoughts? I have your

written materia-l-, whlch we can refer to, and 1t will be

reaI1y helpful with some of the names we talked about

their spelJ-ing and things rike that. But we've tatked for

about an hour and a half, and I think we got a lot of

good stuff.

CR: Oh, my god. Well, f'd say you have

more than enough. we'11 wri-te everything out, r said. Not

me. Well-, this I thought, if you want some notes, I have

two more. This has some things

o

o

o

a

RF: from the early years.
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CR: No. ft says up untif what? It goes

forward what we did, and other things I may have

missed -

RE: Does anyone remember the Girl Scout

promise?

CR: "I will try to do my duty, to God and

my country, to help other people at all- times, and to

obey the Girr scout ]aws." But, they've changed it three

times since then. That's the only one we remember. They

have changed it. That's the original one

LR: Have they used the word rrcodrr

recently?

CR: I don't know what they,ve done

recently, and I've never learned it.

LR: This is the one we both knew, from

o

sixty years ago.
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CR: I loined in 1940. More than sixty

years sixty-seven.

LR: Only three as a Brownie. WeIl, w€ had

almost the same message as the Girl Scout was: "I promise

to Same thing, practically.

CR: But they've changed some of the

LR: They changed it. But the one we just

recited is over sixty years old, I think

CR: But, see, thatrs the history of the

Girl Scouts, and he's already done that.

tt

words.

o


