























In Elaborate Models, Which
Museums Cherish and for
Which Collectors Pay as
High as $15,000.

By Prosper Buranelli.

JHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS and
I the Ancient Mariner returned the
%/ other day to a room in the Fine
T “% Arts Building, in 57th Street, New
| York City, where the Ship Model Society gave
L an exhibition of miniature craft and re-created
{n the fashion of a museum display the old,
taded world of clipers, sloops of war and
Spanish galleys.
" The walls were lined with prints and small
models, new and antique, of eighteenth cen-
tury ships of the line and galleons of the
[Spanish Main. A score of tables held elaborate
replicas four feet long. U. 8. 8, Constitution, a
great favorite with fanciers, was there, and
Admiralty models of historic British men-of-
e, A score of people looked and moved
, several of them evidently sailors,
awkward in landsman’s coat and trousers.
You looked at the two-foot reproduction of an
old whaling brig, and remembered a dozen &
tales of hard romance before the mast, and
visualized the popular figure of the aged sailor
retired from the sea who employs his recollec-
tion and his jackknife in fashioning a model
of the Nancy May on which he sailed his years
t 1fough the Malay Straitsand around the Horn.
"He is a pleasing figure, the sailor building a
model of his ship. Who knows ships better
" than he?+ But the philosophy gained from a re-
' portorial vigit to the ship model exhibition con-

Sovereign of the Seas, the royal battleship that cest Charles I, his head.

The red-faced chief of longshoremen grinned and opened hig blue eyes wide—triumphant

“But sailors have always built ship models.”

‘7 Theseaman sent significant glances at the exquisitely detailed model of a three-master
1850, which digplayed immense nautical erudition. The Jongshoreman could net reply.

In another corner the reportei found Henry C. Culver, Secretary of the Ship Model Socie
and an expert in the art of miniature boats and the science of naval archaeology, He isan
torney when not engaged in speculation upon the authentic placing of the foremast in a s
teenth century caravel, or upon the disposition of the officers’ cabing in the line ships of Nelgon

.fleet, and ig a strong, middle-gized, light colored man of jovial cagt. Enthusiasm caught him
hé&embarked upon the history and subtleties of ship models. He begar with the pronouncemen
oy _ ; . “Sailors do not know ships. Thd
ned an evil wind for him; quite lashed him to the love the craft they sail in, and forev
Wiast. The legend of the able seaman and ¥ trans- . : i : : build them in miniature. They bui
mdence in nautical lore was fired upon, scuttled and : ‘ them badly.”
#ént to keep company with Davy Jones “The seaman,” he continued, “
: r.“ﬂ"uﬂor doesn’t know ghips.” ignorant of everything below the wa .
" Two men stood before a Barbary pirate galley ; ; A line—of conformation, measuremen
d .talked loudly, One was a tall, gaunt fellow .. ] N < and hold dimensions. He cannot con
hoge trousers were too long. His phrases marked 4 struet-a hull preperly. He is fully
im a Yankee ship captain, The other was a short, quainted with rigging, and disposes
foad, white-haired, pink-faced Irishman, @ New y A | correctly, and here his work is infort
orker in every way. He was throwing scorn upon iy, | 4 | ; - tive, but, heing disproportionatel
gailors. . e /& 1 : concerned with masts, lines and spars
“I am a long- ; ; : £ ¢ HE , he builds them cut of focus, makes
jhoreman,” He re- - g \ them too large for the body of th
ated. “I have ' : . s X . The popular, poetical faney,
worked on the docks /2 ‘ ; valuable ghip models many ar

P Ship model. carved out of bone by
prisoners of the Napoleonic wars.

x ‘,
s

for the last thirty
years. 1 am a long-
Shore eontractor
mow, and I tell you
hat the ‘people who
know ghips are not
sailors but longshore-
' men.
‘A gailor is 2 green-
horn about things
below decks. The
! longshoreman works
all over'ships, and in
;ﬁs labors makes deep
Studies of arrange-
Umients and measure-
(ents aboard. And
b

 deals with a new
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e
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ioned by the sailor in his long,
hours, is falge. ;

“The oldest ship models that
main are found in Egyptian tombs.
Nile satrap died 8,000 years ago, and’
they placed beside Tim in the sepulchre

his jewe's, his raiment an L
all the tokens of his wealth
and station, including his
ships—these in minigtupe.
Examples of them are to |
be found in the Metro= |
politan Museum of Art; |
“No more is #een
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