
•DIES OF HEROES
,RE BROUGHT FROM
:USSIA TO HOBOKEN

1 . „ ; , \ U. Col. Nichols represented wov*
rCSSlVe SerVlCOS fop ernor Frederick Green, of Michi-

.-, . _ . . . - gan, ft'om which State most of the
Seventy-Five Americans 'decea.'-d casualties came as mem-
. . . . . , „ . . . , • ibers of the 339 Infantry, and Cap-
Killed Guarding Arch- j tain O. J. Odjard. who commanded
asgel Are Held on Pier 4
—Will Lie in State at
Pennsylvania Station —
Brought from Unmark-
ed Graves Along Siberian
Railway.
Once again a funeral dirge

was played for America's
heroic dead and once again
the measured cadence of,
marching feet resounded on
one of Hoboken's war-famed
piers this morning when sim-
ple but impressive services
were held on Pier 4 for the
75 American soldiers whose'
bodic3 were brought back on
the S. S. President Roosevelt
from the frozen wastes of
northern Russia.
From unmarked and lonely graves)

along the Trans-Siberian Railroad,
wheva the soldiers fell in 1919 dc-j
fending Archangel, Russia's notherni-i
most seaport, their bodies wei"tef!
brought back to theft native coun-
try for interment in national ceme»
tsriss with fellow 'buddies" of the:
war who rest in graves of the

an independent Allied force of 600
men which saw most of the fight-
ing with the- Soviet Army, repre-
sented Mayor John C. Dodge, of De-
troit. A score or more of veterans
of the North Russia expedition, who
are now organized as the Polar Bear
Post of Detroit, V. F. W., and
through whose work largely, the
bodies were reclaimed, were also on
the Macom.

Military honors were paid at the
pier shortly before noon today, with
a funeral service read bv chaplains
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Rev. Wallace Hayes, of Rutland,
Mass., national chaplain of the V.
F. W., assisted by H. N. Duff of
Lansing, Mich., national commander,
and departmental commanders from
various states, officiated at brief
memorial services.

Present also were the band of a
battalion from the Sixteenth In-
fantry Regiment, of Brooklyn, and a
detail of Hoboken police, led by Po-
lice Chief Edward J. McFeely, Cap-
tain Thomas Garrick, Lieutena"ts
Owen Kllduff. and George Solleder.

Governor Morgan F. Larson an-
nounced Wednesday that flags would
be at half-mast in New Jersey until
the funeral train in which the" bodies
will be carried to Detroit over the
Pennsylvania Railroad nad passed!
out of the western limits of thef
State to-morrow.

As the train, which leaves at 10:59
a. m. to-morrow, passes through Uie
State capital, the twenty-one-gun
salute will again be fired.

Fiity-six of the bodies, twenty-
seven of which are identified and the
remainder unknown, will be Interred
in the Polar Bear plot in White
Chapel Memorial Park, Detroit.
Three of the remaining bodies will go
to Arlington National Cemetery in
Washington, one to Cypress Hills Na-
tional Cemetery, Brooklyn; one to
Richmond, Wis.; and one each to
South Boston, Lancaster, Pa.; Oans-
vllle, 111., Marshfield, Wis.; Richmond,
Ky.; Brown City, Mich.; Grand
Rapids, Mich.; Manistee, Mich.;
Kalamazoo, Mich., and East Towas, 1
Mich.

Veteran posts from Hoboken and
throughout Hudson County, led by
the commanders, were present on the

. . . . - , • pier at services today.
I at _ Quarantine and did not get j On one of the flaw draped coffins,

Sl? H o b_o k e n berth j which rested on the quarter deck of
the Roosevelt, were four floral
wreaths, the tributes of Mayor James
J. Walker, Mayor Lodge of Detroit!
Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt and!
Governor Green.

The New Jersey Department ...
the Foreign Wars announced that atj
half mile intervals on the route ove
which the special train will go across
the state, guards will be posted who
will fire a salute as the train passes
their stations.

The Americans whose bodies were
brought back were killed in action

|h?roh dsad.
Hnbnken was the embarkatiou

f notat of th» groat army of doughs
hays who s»t forth to the wars
and service also as ja debarkation

f 'center for the joyous homecoming
\ct those who survived the great
'conflict.
• Today the S8m» piers served for
i b?l»t.ed and Trim debarkation

,'"hsn thosj American soldiers who
| •-.'.'?>•« jwrt of_ the troop3 who gave

their ifves, together with "Canadian
and Japanese soldiers, in a futile
attempt to save Archangel.

The Roosevelt was scheduled to
dock yesterday, but because of a
heavy north Atlantic gale, anchored

until early this morning.
Off Ambrose Lightship the funeral

boat was met by the United States
destroyer Kane and escorted up the
bay. Nine army planes from Mitchell
Field were in the air, droning over-
head and, as the vessel passed
Governors Island, the national twen-
ty-one gun salute was fired as a
tribute to the war dead.

On arrival at the pier in Hoboken
the bodies were placed in a specially
prepared room, decorated with the
national colors and a guard of honor

. ?vices""WeTe conducted by the
National Department, with the Na-
tional Commander and other national
officers taking part.

The veterans had made arrange-
ments with Jersey City offcials to
have the municipal firing squads at
the Manhattan Transfer Station to-
morrow morning to fire the parting
salute, followed by bugle call.

Full details will be broadcast over
Station WMSG tonight between 8:30
and 9:30, by National Senior Vice-
Commander Paul Walman of Balti-
more.

The committee assigned to carry
out the work for Hudson County
comprises: Charles Gilmour, State
senior vice-commander; Peter M.
Lutz, department inspector; William
A. Hill, councilman of Hudson
County; Conrad Lang, department
quartermaster, and Joseph F. Hen-
! ninger, Hudson County commander."

Following further memorial serv^
ices, the bodies will lie in State ii.
the Pennsylvania Station until to-
morrow.

A firing squad and a bugle and'
drum corps will meet the train at
North Philadelphia, first stop. A
troop of Pennsylvania National
Gard Cavalrymen will act as a
guard of honor fnr the remains at
Harrisburg, Pa., while Governor John
S. Fisher delivers an address.

Further honors will be paid by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars as the
train passes through Pittsburgh.

[SERVICES AT HOBOKEN
FOR RETURNED HEROES

[Tribute Friday for 75 Soldiers
Who Died in Siberia

Services for the 75 soldier dead
W,ho will arrive on the President
Roosevelt, of the United States Lines
Inc.,' tomorrow morning on tho up-
per deck of. Pier 4, in Hoboken. The
bodies' come from the vicinity of
Archangel, Russia, where they have
been buried since the invasion of the
allied troops during the winter of
1918.

Because there has been no diplo-
matic or trade relations existing be-
tween the Soviet government and the
United States, negotiations were im-
possible officially for their removal.
They are being brought to the United
States through the efforts of Polar
Bear Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
of Detroit, which with the assistance
of the War Department, sent a rep-
resentative to Russia who negotiated
an agreement lor their return.

A battalion and hand of the 16th
Infantry will be at the pier during
the service. The arrival of the dead
._ in charge of Captain R. E. Shan-
non, now in charge of the traffic di-
vision and grave registration at the
army base in Brooklyn, who aa a
lieutenant colonel, was in charge of
the transportation of troops and sup-
plies from Hoboken, during the
World War.

placed over them. On the Macom,, or died of wounds, disease or ex-
New York City tug, Vjliich left Pier; nosure, when the 339th Infantry,
A this morning to nraet the linen 310th Engineers, 337th Ambulance

I down the bay, was Lieut. Col. J.! Company, and 337th Field Hospital,
; Brooks Nichols, who was in com- made part of the Allied forces which
mard of the independent allied force: fought to prevent the Germans from

, or 2,500 American, French, English seizing North Russia ports for sub-
and Russian soldiers, who defended; marine bases.
the railroad outh of Archangel. In 1919 there were 102 bodies

shipped from Archangel the first to
arrive in this country. The others
had lain there since. Eleven more
bodies are now in France where
they will be Interred in American
cemeteries on the request of the
relatives of the dead soldiers.

All posts of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United, States of Hudson
County attendafcrthe jnamaria!

tU 4,
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DLD1ER DEAD FROM RUSSIA.

[emories of war days when the streets of
'Hoboken resounded with the clicking of hob-
nailed boots on unyielding pavements as our
n<jys marched to the ships that took them to

iFrance were revived yesterday when the United
States liner President Roosevelt docked here
with the bodies of seventy-five American sol-
diers killed, in the Archangel campaign of the

(World War.

Ever since the war these bodies had Iain in
<lonely graves in the forests and villages of the
lice-covered Russian tundra, but now they are
at last on the way to final resting places in the
land for which they gave their all. Fifty-six
;of them are destined for Detroit and the funeral
'train is to have its progress across New Jersey
(marked by salutes fired by guards at half-
mile intervals.

Too great homage cannot be paid these
dead who faced a foe against whom there was
no official war. They did their duty in a land
where ice and snow added to the terrors of

"Unknown U. S. Soldier"
If from the folds of the American

flag draping his casket could arise in the
flesh one of the 29 unidentified Ameri-
can soldiers, brought back yesterday to
Hoboken from Russia, what would he
say?

Would he reproach those responsible
for sending him into the wastes of
Russia on a hopejess mission ?

Would he denounce his superiors
whose orders sent him thousands of
mrles beyond No Man's Land; thousands
of miles away from where most of the
soldiers of his country were fighting
with the Allies?

Would he question the wisdom of
President Wilson in consenting to send
American soldiers into Russia?

Would he cry out against the slackers,
one of whose places he may have filled?

Wouy he picturej;he home that he

had left at the call of his country, a
mother who depended solely on him for
support, and possibly a sweetheart who
waited many years and may still be
watching for his return ?

Would he tell of the hardships that fie
endured in a country as strange to him
as was fighting itself? ,

Would he extol his fortitude and point!
out his martyrdom; point out how a life
filled with hope had been wrecked in the
full bloom of young manhood ?

We do not believe he would utter one
word of recrimination, one word of bit-
terness. We do not believe he would 1
speak but for PEACE for future genera- ]
tions so that no other American boy will
face the horrors of war.

"Unknown U. S. Soldier" died for
others and his first thought, if he could
return, would also be for OTHERS.

DELAYDOCKINC
OFSHIPBEARING
75S0LDIERDEA1

President Roosevelt to Reach Ho-|
boken Pier Tomorrow Morning

With Bodies from Siberia
Although the Presidcnv Jloosevelt,

of the United States Lines, Inc., will
arrive at quarantine today, bearing
the 75 dead brought to America from
northern Russia, she will not dock at
Pfer 4, Hoboken, until tomorrow
morning. It is expected that she will
bo berthed at 8 o'clock. After that
the work of removing the dead heroes
from the ship will commence. They
will be taken, flag-draped, to one of
I lie large reception rooms at Pier 4,
where services will be held at 11
o'clock.

A battalion and band of the 16th
Infantry will be sent to Hoboken from
the army base in Brooklyn, to take
part in the ceremony. A police escort
from the Hoboken police department
in charge of Captain Thomas Garrick,
has been assigned to special duty at
the pier by Police Chief Edward J.
McFeely.

Fifty-six of the dead will go to
| Detroit to be buried in the Polar Bear
plot, at White chapel Memorial Park, j

' Since most of the men who fought in |
the Russian campaign were from
Michigan, the bringing of the dead to
America has been accomplished
through the efforts of the Polar Bear !
Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars, of |
Detroit.

Of the remaining 19 bodies, one will
go to Brooklyn to be buried in Cy-
press National Cemetery; two will go
to the National Cemetery at Arling-
ton, Va., and the others will be sent

• to relatives throughout the south and
middle west.

[GRIM REMINDEJ
OF WORLD WAR!

Bodies of~86 Soldiers, Who
Fell in Russia, On Way

to Hoboken.
Grim echoes of the World War

will have silent resound in Hoboken
Thursday, when the S. S. President
Roosevelt, of the United States
Lines, docks in Hoboken as a fune-
ral ship, bringing the bodies of sev-
enty-five American soldiers who lost
their lives in 1918 in Russia.

Brought back to this country
through the agency of the Polar
Bear Post, of Detroit, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, who Sent an inde-
pendent representative to Russia for
reclaiming of the bodies, the htroic
war dead will remain in Hoboken
until Saturday morning, at 10:50
a. m. when they will be shipped to
Detroit.

The Roosevelt is due in Hoboken
Thursday at about 9 a. m. and will
dock at Pier 4, and on Friday
morning, a solemn and impressive
service will be held with a battalion
and band of the Sixteenth Infan-
try participating. Hoboken's vet-
eran organizations and the poMc?
band will also take part.

Eighty-six bodies were reclaimed by
the American representative of the
veterans' post, who acted on their
own initiative, but with the aid of
representatives from t\w United
Stntes Government The bedies were
those of the 200 or more men mak-
ing up the 339th Infantry, part of
the Eighty-sixth Division of the
American Expeditionary Forces, and
the remains were not brought back
to this country before because the
American Government has never had
any intercourse with Russia, not yet
having recognized the Soviet Gov-
ernment.

Eighty-six bodies in all were re-
claimed by the American representa-
tives, twenty-seven of which are
identified and fifty-nine of which
are unknown. Eleven of the 86
bodies went to France, nineteen are
distributed among different states of
the Union, the 29 identified men
will be interred in the Polar Bear
plot in Whitehall Memorial Park,
Detroit. One body will go to Cy-
press Hills, for interment in the
Brooklyn National Cemetery, and
three will be bUried in the Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

Captain R. E. Shannon, who was
lieutenant colonel in charge of the
transportation of troops and sup-
plies from Hoboken. during the war,
Is back in the Mile-Square City to
arrange for arrival of the bodies, a
guard of honor and their shipping
to various points. Cant. Shannon is
now in charge of the traffic di-
vision of the array base in Brook-
lyn. :

The bodies were brought back
from the city of Archangel in Rus-
sia, near where the men fell in
1918.



11 S H U T ILL
TO SELL SNORE ROAD

Special to Jersey Observer.
Washington, April 5.—The Mili-

tary Affairs Committee 6f the Senate
las approved Senator Wadsworth's
lull authorizing the War Depart-
ii'rni to sell the Hoboken Manufac-

turers ' Railroad, but has made sonir
'material changes on the original
which en lied for the sale of tho
railroad to the Port of New York-
Authority. The bill aa,amended by
the. committee authorizes the Wai-
Department to oell the Shore Road
to the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western Railroad Company if th
Port Authority fails to make a rea
sonable offer.

| The amendment which originated
I with the City Of Hoboken and the
1 Chamber of Commerce at a hearing

Hi before the committee two weeks
11 go, which would make the Port
Authority pay State and municipal
tuxes, was not added.

While Hoboken interests have
been defeated in their effort toj

,ke this provision a part of the

of New V. S. Tax
Raid on Shore Lincl

WASHINf .ON PLANS Tl
RETAIN MEADOW LOTS,
FALLON TELLS GRIFFIN

•he committee has put on rer* C • C" • l nv i c r*
a recommendation that t h ^ C r l 0 U S ""ancid Plight Seen For

I Authority should not be imi T"f If T * I J A
[>f trom taxation. City It hxempt Lands Are

Added To

\\\ ns that the City of Hoboken

Ptanajrer A. W. Coffin of the Ho-
'en Chamber of Commerce stated
s morning that he interprets th i
iHiiniendatioiT of the Committee
| indirectly supporting the con* "
lion of the city as far as im- i s ' n s e r i ° u a danrer of further loss

^oncernBd. of taxes from government owned
property was sounded in a letter from
Corporation Counsel John J. Fallon.
received by the Board of City Com-
missioners yesterday.

This danger is contained in the
amendment proposed by the Secre-
tnry of War to Senate Bill No. 2287.
(it Washington, which provides for

_ .Jliis transfer of 'he stock of the Hobo-
I Dinpntrh |o the ,ier«ey Jnurnaiilken Shore Road, or Hoboken Manu-

Wasliington, P. (;., May 0.—Amend-|l;<cturfirs> Kaiiroad, from the V. K
War Department to the Port of New
~ ' Thin ;.niendinent

WARNS OF SCHEME TO .
ADD TO TAX BURDEN\

ORE LINE SALE
FAVORS HOBOKEN
.Sp^cinl DlKpntch |o thp Jersey Joui
Wasliington, P. <;., May 0. -Ami

jments designalf'd in satisfy both
..... n f l l d h o k i ' i i a i n l I b ' j I ' o r l of , \ ' e \v

/York Aultioi'ily were added In Hie.
' I l l l l , M < i l l M f l Z l M K t i l l ' S l l i ; I I I ' M i l I l l l -
Jhoken •>lmre. Ral lnmd ID Ihe Port An-
l u m m y D\ ihe. House Military Affairs
iU imml t t eo in repor t ing out the bill

| "« 1 1 H i n : v .

amendments added were prac-
tically the same as those added to the
WuUsworfh bill by Ihe, Senate (Jom-
niilli't-1, except, for some changes urged
hy Hoboken ID safeguard further the
city in the transfer of Ihe, railroad.
The amendments were suggested by
Ihe War U''parliii«nt, the i 'ort Au-

thori ty, HIHI lldbokiii city oflicials.
1 Most important of the House

Ijehunses is a provision that the openi-
IJtion of the shuiv line shall be sub-

York .Authority :, „,,.„,.«...,-„,
provides for the United States retain-
ing any property it so desires not
Connected with the railroad itself
Such property would be the unde-
veloped "meadow" lots still owned by
the Shore Road.

Urges Block on Raid.

JTr. Fallon stated: "Additional lossipaiYTJSTSwTennHenHy'endeavorT
JOHN J. FALLON.

t municipal taxes which would re-
t from the enactment of Benate
1 No. 22S7 containing the ameml-

nient as proposed hy the Secretary
of War would place the City of Hobo-
ken in a serious financial plight."

He strongly recommended that all
parties concerned in Ifoboken get, in
immediate touch with Senator Walter
10, Edge, Senator Edward I. Edwardsii'ct Irt Ihe \un<,u, „ •• 7, , . I1''- ^age, senator Edward I. Edwards

sta P c. .1 mi • ,' ,i sio'i^i, n H r l a n d Congrewman John J. Eagan. and

HS Ih" road N al nvsi'n Thifi amend ifC t t h e . ,C uV ° f H o b o k f i n f r o m » fUI>-
nmnl «.,s nsi ', ,D v , i , l ? r n ^ h e r . r a k l ^ t h e government on itsIn i n
ficia

; arnend-
nsistcii mi hy Hoimken of-

s ID |ire\eiil Ihe, road being de-g d
mil.rauruaU and

lenminon far r ie r anil Ihei'eby
ni 'nn i the regulation, of rates by Ihe

! r.oniiiiissi'in. Ho\ \e \e r , Ihe
||ii'ovi(»ioii WHS SO worked as In pre-
vent (lie oilier opera t ions of Ihe Purl
\ u lho r i l y being placed under the J u r -
fc-dictioii of I tie coniniissinn.

(
With regard to local taxation ..if the

Shore Line, Ihe House Commit tee
adopted the Senate 's eomp'-omise
amendment which specifies that noth-
ing in the act relieves the prj;>erty
from Jocal taxation, bill tha i l.nis is
mil an expression of opinion hy Con-
jrress as to I hi"! atlilurle. of New',1'Tsey
and .New York toward local taxat ion

| o f Purl Author i ty proper ly .
isal and luxation of Ihe so-
"back lots ." or proper ty b e -

in the railroad company not
(inected wilh Ihe operat ion of the

d, would be more iiniiled by the
|ise bil i than by tlie Senate ainend-

Tfie y *f i r ' l i s ? commit tee el iminated
' i h e option ' ' r tire Secretary of War
iM hold th is prop-'tfVj •»• transfer? it
i to the United Sta tes or 'li.ieV. ^ H it

I o n t e rms he t h i n k s p roper and iV.'l'.Uj
I h i m to forming a t 'orporat lun to take
I O V I T the propei^y.

The House conmii l tee also adopted
the ameiidnient asked liy the Secre-
ta ry of W a r authori—ng him to i»is-
pos'e of the Shore Line to some o ther
purchaser if lenim cannot be arranged
with the Port Authority. A few
other technical changes in wording
__.,,u by the Port Authority and
Hoboken otllcials were also approved.

The bill as reported represents an
attempt on the purl, of Hie comniitlee
to conciliate all interested parlies and
provide for all future contingencies.
It. is thought that Ihe bill now will
meet, the approval of Hnhoken, the
Port, Authority and the Secretary of
War. The bill now goes lo Ihe House

". probably, will be passed
';nltv vvhnn laken up.

Mr. Fallon also called attention to
Ithe fact that all the property at

pastTiiFSeinpers^teritfy endeavor-
ing to have Its recreation field oC
considerable acreage exempted from
taxation. The city law department
has thus far thwarted Stevens Insti-
tute in its purpose, but tiia time is
not far distant when said property
will be exempted from taxation unless
the Legislature aboil repeal the in-i
•qultous laws which now permit sol
eenerally the exemption of propertyl
!rom taxation."

Development Blocked.
Counsellor Fallon's statement in

'uJl about the amendment he criti-
Icizps is as follows:

"Th» amendment proposed by the....<» iti^i. mat. au I.UB property at rnij '-"" umuiiument proposed bv the
present time exempt from taxation in Secretory of War is inimical to the
Jfoboken amounts to approximately interests of the City cs£ Hoboken in so
$26,000,000 in value, a staggering far as it authorizes said official if
burden on the other taxpayers o£ the
city

I
$1,000,000 Revenue Yearly.

Referring to the ann\ial loss of
,,„„„„„„.,, _J700,000 in taxes from the $15,000,000

eomp'-umise, (pier property owned by the gpvern-
... ii..,. . . . I I . pment, Counsellor Failon again called

nattention to the fact hat the govern-
ment ia using the piers for commer-
cial purposes and derives a revenue
amounting to $1,000,000 annually.
And he again reminded the City Com-
missioners that despite the fact that
the city Is furnishing police and fire
protection and other vital advantages
to the piers, it docs not receive any-
thing in lieu of, taxes for this big
service.

All the hard work •which has been
done by the city law department, the
Chamber of Commerce and the Hobo-

he deems it to he in the puMu: inter-
ests that any real or personal prop-
nrty owned by the Hoboken Manufac-
turers' Railroad Company not con-
nected with the railroad itself should
be separately disposed of or held for
,ater disposition, to cause, such prop-
erty to be transferred from the Hobo-
ken Manufacturers' Railroad to the
tJnited State?, or to form a corpora-
tion to acquire such property for th.-
purpose of holding the same, until
such time as the Secretary of War
•eceives what ho shall deem to be a
fair and reasonable price therefor."

It is thus seen that in addition to
:he fear of being deprived of taxes
:he City of Hoboken also fears that
f the War Department holds on to
whatever property it fails to transfer
to the Port Authority, it will prevent
that property from being developed.

ken Land and Improvement Company I j n t h e o p i n i o n of Counsellor Fallonl
in soeking justice on the piers out- t h e manifes t purpose of the amcnd-l
rage was reviewed by Mr. Fallon in m e n t i s t 0 d e i , r l v 6 the C.ty of Hobo-I
ni« letter, and he, commented: 'In k e n 0 , t a x e s w n l eh it now receivesl

of all our efforts Congress has
f ^ b l t idiff,,.»..^>,^vr- absolute indifference to

our plea iK Justice,"
Sees

A. prediction nf grave V«II<W»-"»H
•was mad© hy Mr. Falion, )f thfl city
should lose another ftehf !o prevent
further loss of taxable property.' fle'
said: "*>

"If the Port of New York Authority
[should acquire any considerable

imount of property in the City of
foboken and claim exemptionT!ifrom
isaessments for municipal improve-'

[ments which would be of special ben-
nfit to such property and such claims
ihould bo sustained by nur courts,
:hs financial plight which our city
vould suffer as a result of all such
•xemptions cannot reasonbiy be esti-
ated at this time."
In referring to the fact that. $2(5,-

100,000 worth n* property is now ex-
— * " ' " ' Hoboken, Mr.

from the meadow lots of the Hoboken
Manufacturers' Railroad, and would
"impose another onerous and in-

burden upon tha taxpayers."



oboken Tax War
Senate

IS FACED WITH
POSSIBLE LOSS OF
$29,000,000 RATABLES Shore Line,

m.

Fallon and Haight Fight to Com-
pel Port Authority to Pay
Taxes OH Shore Railroad —
Eagan and Edge Urge Consid-
eration For Municipality

D . L & W . WILLING TO PAY
$1,000,000 FOR LINE

Washington, March 21.—Perilous
taxation conditions in Hobokeu were

I brought to the attention of the com-
LlfiJjL'LiiB .!||'l'liii'".aJ^tiKjif-ll]e Sen- i

atetoday. Corporaut^MJounsel J6hti
.r. Fallon. representing the city, and
Thomas G. Haight, counsel for ths

H was insisted by Mr. Fallon that
Ifobnkeu had been harshly treated
by the Federal government by the
removal of taxpaying realty from the
city ratables and it would be the im-
position of further injustice in pro-
petuity if (he railroad were trans-
ferred to the Port Authority.

Under the bill as drawn the Port
AjjUjpjitjL-Shall be authorized
operaT^therallroadTin accordance
with the comprehinsive plan for the
development of the Port of New ork.
That plan defines the Port Authority
;is a, municipal corporate instrumen-
tality. .

Mr. Fallon contended this languagel
has been judiciously 'construed to]
nean that such an instrumentality is
lot subject, to taxation, because it |
s an agency of the government. In

justice to Hoboken, be said, that Ian- j
gunge should be clarified so that the |
right of Hoboken to tax the railroad
n the hands of the Port Authority

be undisputed.

PORT AUTHORITY NOTl
EXEMPT FROM LEV'

SENATE BOARD SA
Private Corporation.

iagan Sends Report lo Chamber WTh* «P°,rt als0 r.efe.rs to.ffor
rt

ts,l;r
° r [ing made by a private railroad cor-
That Tells How Tangle is ll'oration to obtain possession of the,

Solved by U. S.
Calls It Pioneer Work.

Answering the arguments of
Hoboken I/and and Improvement

| company, submitted the condition
that affect the city when a hearing Hoboken proponents, Mr. Cohen ex-
was held on a bill by Senator Wads- , . „ ' „ . . .. .,

' plumed the Port Authority was do-
ing what was really pioneer work j
but he said the developments plan-
ned by the Port Authority would
ultimately operate lo increase the
rtables of Hoboken so Immensely as
to nullify the loss of taxes from the
l'ailruad.

the | | The Hoboken Chamber of Com-

poration to obtan p
Shore Road, and presents the objec-
tions to such a transaction voiced by
Cieneral Goethals and other military
experts. It also presents the aims
and scope of the New York Port Au-
thority in a clear-cut way.

worth of New York which would au-
thorize the sale by the government
nf the Hoboken Shore Une railroad
lo the Port of. New York Authority,

Mr. Fallen contended that as (ho
Port Authority is a municipal agency
it would, under the law, be exempt
from taxation and he insisted the
Wadsworth bill should lie so amend-
ed aB to provide that if the sale was I The Port Authority, Mr. Cohen
made to the Port Authority, that declared, was willing to pay taxes
body be required to pay taxes on the! but he proposed that an agreement

The'Port of New York Authority isl
not a private corporation but is P!

(„_,„_ , corporate municipal instrumentnlitff
mgton a copy of Senator Wads- ;(,r two states aimed to being of v a /

I rncrce received yesterday from Con-
gressman John J. Eagan in 'Wash-

properly. It is understood the Lack-
awann.-i Railroad is willing to pay
$1,000,000 for the line, which was
seized by the goyernirieiiLjwiieii the.

IUnited Stales entered the AVorld
War.

Edge Urges Action.
Representative John J. Kagan and

Senator Walter li. Edge attended (lie
hearing to urge the action desired
by the Hoboken authorities. The
Port Authority was represented by
its counsel, Julius H. Cohen and
Eugenitis H. Outerbridgo of New
York and Julian A. Gregory of New
Jersey.

Mr. Haight caused an eruption
during the hearing when he asserted
the Wadsworth bill had been drawn
With the evident intention of avoid-
ing- taxation. Mr. Cohen denied this.
Figures by Judge Haiglit were sub-
mitted to show the loss of rutables

Iby government ownership or realty
hn 1 [oboken as a result of the war.
iST "th'p city's total ratables are $105,-

of which about $10,000,000
and the rest realty. The

the German piers by the
vernment subtracted $12,260,000

property which the. Port.

be made with the city by which the
sum would be definitely fixed and
not fluctuate with the tax rate. He
said this should be done so that the
Port Authority would be able to
have certainty of llgur.es on which to
calculate its cost of operation.

Mr. Cohen alleged tlie Hoboken

worth's report on tlie hearing of th
military affairs committee on the bil
Mending which authorizes the Wa
Department to dispose of the Holm
ktn Shore Road to the Port of New
V«rk Authority. x

As predicted In a special story t
Tlie Dispatch from Washington who
Mie hearings were In progress, thr
amendment to the bill suggested b,
tiie City of Hoboken to safeguard the
• -lyment. of taxes on the Shore Koad
by the Port Authority, was nn
idopted. The report explains in de
tail why It was not considered neces-
piry to make use of the amendment
:'mi contains assurance which Hobo-
ken Interests believe dependable, tha

Land and Improvement Company had ||nu!iiicipHl taxes will be paid by the
been indirectly interested to a large
extent in the ownership of the Ho-
boken Shore Line Railroad; that it
was more desirous of seeing the prop-
erty go into private hands, such as
the Lackawanna. Railroad, than be
made available for the development
of the Port Authority plan.

The tax issue is important to the
Port Authority because there are 185
communities within the Port Zone
and the decision made in the Hoboken
case might be a precedent for sub-
sequent disputes.

The Port Authority presented Gen-
eral George W. Goethals to tell how

i iking

and the

This was entirely too
much for the other

| stand, ho said. taxpayers to

is a« an
agency in time of war, a status that j
would be preserved if the Port!
Authority had the control. The Ship-!

|rnj,ng Board submitted a proposed
amehte~'->«.f., !'.»<ler which the road
would always be^afa+tehte-'n gj^mtic-
t Ioit with the government; owned
piers.

| Port Authority.
The Report.

The report states: "The Port
Xew York Authority's assurance
riie representatives of Hoboken that

[ 'he prnpprty would meet its loca
burdens seems to the committee one
which can be accepted in full faith
but In order to relieve the anxieties
nt the people of this municipality we
have added an addition proviso as
follows:

"That nothing in this act shall be
construed as relieving or exempting
I he property acquired hereunder by
the Port of New York Authority from
any municipal taxes or assessments]
for public improvements and nothing
herein contained sha'.l be construed

nn expression on the part of Con-
snMS as to whether the States nf
N'ew York and*Ncw Jersey or eitherj
f them should relieve or exempt the
id/Port of New York~ Authority^

taxation."

wvice to the public, steamship line!
r.iilroads, etc., in co-ordinating tiff
different parts of the port. It
ipsted with the power to issue bond)
which are in their nature municip
hnnd*.

In buying the Hoboken Shove Uo|
the Port Authority proposes to di
liver its bonds to the Secretary <|
War in lieu of cash, the goverhmerl
receiving the four per cent annual!!
and the Ultimate payment of tlv|
bonds.

The I-ackawanna Railroad, on Ihl
other hand, it is understood, stand]
ready to pay substantially the sum!
price for the road as I'.IP Port AuJ
thorily, only its payments would bj
made in cash. Itegardins such
eventuality the military affairs
niittee makes the following commj"

"It Is feared by the commission'
nf the Port Authority that the
road making this offer may b
cluced to hlock the plans for the
fication of railroad f,\eilities ir
_ :>rdanee with the law and foj
purpose of preserving or creat
strategic competitive advanto-'
such railroad."

In his testimony before tj(
mittee. General Goethals st;l
'it is in the inierent of puhjr

and defense t^at the road
go into private hands."

Importance Admitted!
All tliost? who testified at thS

ng admitted of the great imp,!
of the Tlohoken Shore Road I '
times of peace as a feeder
treat Hoboken piers and in t*
war as an Important link in COJ
ng the government-owned pieri
he railroad system of the com'



Senate A pproves
BUI to Sett
Shore Lin<

Wins Step in
Tax,

TAX GIVEN O.K.
IN UPPER HOUSf

; Height, Volk, Coffin, Campbel
and Fallon Get Credit For

Two Amendments

V.'.-ishinglon, .Hay 13.—A bill por-
lnitliiiK the .Secretary of Wiir to diw-
pose of and the Port of Now Tori*
Authority to acquire the llohoker
Shore Line Kailroad was passed to-
dny by I he Senate.

With y« s tc rday ' s passage, in the
Sena te and approva l of the House
pract ica l ly assured . Hoboken hsis-
woii a victory tha t forestalls a n y a t -
tempt, that ini^hl be m a d 0 in the fu-
ture to ni.-i 1 • i• I he- Shore Line exeinp '
from munic ipal t axa t ion . Withou"
the ac t ivo interest of the l lobnkei
I'iiMiilicr nf Commerce ami the fit.'

I itself the Wad.sworth bill in tlie Sen
!«'itc wouM likely have been passer
! wilhout an ainendim'i i l which assure:-
I In the city the r i sh t of t axa t ion .

To fnrmer . l ud ie T h o m a s H a i s h t
pops the credit for the a m e n d m e n t
which was; made I" both the S e n a t e
-ml House bills. Both or iginal bills
merely au thor ized the Sec re t a ry of
W n r to sell I h,c Shore Line t o the
Por t of .Yew York A u t h o r i t y or any
other bidder who miph t offer a
l i ighrr price. Unlisted in the fight
- : " - J u d g e Heip-ht were An thony J .
Vol];, y

president of (IIR I|obo1>en
er of Commerce: A. \V. (,'odin,
er of the chamber; Palmer
ell. president of the Hobokcn
ixi Improvement Compflny,

Vorpoiution Counsel John J.

Eagan Aided Fight.g
• 'nnsrcsxinan .lolni .T. Basrah' rtf rhp

j; ic\enth Congressional district, at
inert iii'.-s of the military affairs com-
mittees of both th» House, and Sen-
ate, hacked ir,> Chamber of C'om-
niercp, and (lie city representatives
seeking an amendment. The Senate
Mil was introduced by Senatoi
Warl-sworth of New York and the
"House bill by I 'epresentative Ogdcn
Mills of New York.

That the ('hamb'pr of Commerce's
fears that the Shore Line might be
expinpt from taxation were well
grounded was shown when some op-
position to the amendment cropped
up. It was contended that Iho Port
of New York Authority was a public
utility ami as such should he exempt
from municipal taxation. The vigi-
Innee of the Chamber of Commerce,
principally, saved the city uncounted
thousands of dollars in years to
come.

The Laokawanna, railroad was also
id lo be nn active bidder for the

to Uieir terminal connection, but ob-
Phorp Line railway as an auxiliary
j H ' M lo the L.ickawanna, owner-
ship caioe from the War 'Department
and only the Port Authority was
considered

SHORE ROAD MAY BE
PUT ON EXEMPT LIS1* __—__--_.̂  ______________

A lengthy and important com-
fmunication was received at th«
'meeting of the Hoboken City Com-
mission this morning from Corpora-
tion Attorney John J. Fallon, in
which he drew attention to the pro-
posed transfer of the Hoboken Man-
ufacturer** Railroad to the Port
Authority under conditions which
would render the holdings of the
railroad company exempt from taxa-
tion.

In his letter Conselor Fallon
deals with the efforts which have
been made to carry this point and
the work done by the Chamber of
Commerce and himself to prevent
it. He continues:

"It may not be generally known
that property within the city "of Ho-
boken of approximately $26,000,000
in value is now exempt from taxa-
tion, and that, in addition thereto,
Stevens Institute of Technology has
annually, for some years past, been
persistently endeavoring to have its
recreation field, of considerable
acreage, exempted from taxation.

"The city law department has
thus far thwarted the Stevens In-
stitute of Technology in Its purpose,
but the ti em sinot far distant
when said property will be exempt-
ed from taxation, unless the Legis-
lature shall repeal the iniquitous
laws which now permit so generally
the exemption of property from
taxation."

In addressing the Board of Com-
missioners this morning Fallon said
that he thought the people of the
city, the manufacturers and busi-
ness men should know what is going
on in these matters.

A communication was received
from H. E. S. Wilson, vice presi-
dent and treasurer of the Camp-
bell Stores, protesting- against the
.proposed license fee of SI 2 per
,ruck. It was pointed oiit that the
•ate in New York is but $2, that

*he existing rate is $7, and it is
suggested that a rate of |8 would
be ample in Hoboken^

Shore Line]
IENDMENTTO

| GRANT HOBOKI
RIGHTTOLfl

[House Committee Accepts Haightj
Change—Now Conforms

With Bill in Senate

HOBOKEN GIVEN
RIGHTTOTAXIN

SHORE LINE SALE
Amended Bill Reported — City

Also Can Assess Lots Con-
nected tVith Railroad

Hob!ken .faiued another step in
its fight to obtain the right to tax
the Shore Line railway, yesterday,
when the House Committee On
Jlilitary Affairs accepted an amend-
ment offered by Former Judge
Thomas UalgU*

Haight was present as represen-
tative of Hoboken, tlm Hoboken
and the Jloboken Chamber of Com-
merce. A. W. Coffin, manager of the
Chamber of Commerce, and Palmer
Campbell, president of the Hoboken
Land and Improvement Company,
and Congressman John J. Eagan,
Were present. i

The amendment provides that the
Port Authority now controlling the
Shore Lino' will not be, considered a
federal agency and will bo .subjected
to the Interstate Transit Commis-
sion. This would make the road
taxable.

Will Affect Pier Row.
The amendment ivill also affect the

piers if the Port Authority now con-
templating taking over the piers
goesthrough with Us plans.

A restatement, o? the arguments
favoring liie salo to the Port of New,
Tot-lc Authority was made o the corn- ,
mitten by Julius H. Cohen, counsel

_ for the Port Authority. The "bill was]
™ /introduced by Representative Ogden '
* Mills of New York. The Mills bill
,,S idciitir.il with the Wadsworth bill

5 which was recommended witli
amendments by Uio Senate Military
Affairs cominiticf and is now await-
ing action by the Senate.

The testimony of the Port Author-
ity attorney followed the .same form
as his arguments before the Senate
committee last March. He described
the value of the Shore Line to the
unification of terminal facilities and
foreold possible dangers of private
ownership of the road.

7th regard to'loeal taxation of
the road, the House bill adopts the
.Senate's compromise, which speci-
fies that nothing in the act relieves
the property from local taxation, but'
that this is not an expression of
opinion by Congress as \,o the atti-1
tude of New Jersey and yew York I
toward local taxation of Port Au-
thority property.

Alienation and taxation of the go-
called property belonging to the rail-
road company not connected wfth
he operation of the road, would be

Imore limited by the House bill than
Ihv the Senate. j

The House committee eliminated |
he discretionary power of the Sec-
•etary of War to hold this property
>r sell it on terms he thinks proper

.,. .C1..»..i ouDject to ine[rfn(l limit* l l i ni t 0 forming a corpora
^ . , . - . ^ « i . of the Interstate Com- f"'" t 0 M* 0V(V Ulf l'

imerce Commission, as at present. !Io(a. ere then placed .
, Hoboken asked this in order to as-status with regard to .^... •..
sure that the road would remain asi a» r!

s l , , r a l l r ™ , Pl"°Per-
,a common carrier. It is specifically T»e """»« .b i» also carries the

^ ^ i d e d , however, that this shaH uotla__fliflme»t.asko<l by the •»---

Washington, May 8.—The Mills bill
with amendments for sale ot the Ho-
boken Shore Line Kallroad was fav-
orably reported today by the House
military affairs committee. Both the
Lackawanna railroad and the Port
of New York Authority are seeking
to buy the line.

The bill as now written is the same
as the Wadsworth bill pending In
the Senate. The amendments were
tacked on to meet requests of the
city authorities of Hoboken, the Port
Authority and the War Department.

Hoboktn It Protected.
, One amendment provides that the
railroad shall remain subject to the



Senate Approves
BUI to
Shore Line
a m RIGHT TO w _ r . . t f
TAX GIVEN 0. K. ^ r ^
I N H P P F R H m r c r P R E R 0 A D M A Y B Em wrtKHOUWirpKr ON EXEMPT LIS1
and Fallon Get Credit For

Two Amendments

V.'ashiMKl'in. May 13.—A bill pe r -
mit I: im I lie S e c r e t a r y of W a r to d i s -
pose nr and Ihe P o r t of Xew T o r t
Author i ty I" a c ' i u i r e the l l oboke r
Shore Line I ta i l road w a s pa r sed to-
day by ihe S e n a t e .

With yi. s t c r d a y ' s p a s s a g e in the
S e n a t e a n d a p p r o v a l of the H o u s e
i r a d i c a l l y a s su red , l lobnkeij has-
M'UI a v ic tory il iut foresta l ls a n y a t -
ii'iiilit tha t in iphl be m a d e in tIio fu-
iiiiT li) ni;!l-c t h e S h o r e Line Pxeiiip'
fi'Mii niimici|iiil t a x a t i o n . W i t b o i r
rlw ao l ivc in t e res t of t h e Hobokei
' iiifinlier nf C o m m e r c e a n d the p i t '
itself the W'iidswortli bill in tile Sen
a t e would likely h a v e been passe'"
Wllliout mi amend ine i i t which assure1!1

to ihe ell.1.- the r is l i t of t a x a t i o n .
To former . ludai ' T h o m a s HaJKht

-s the credit for the i u n e n d m e n t
liili was; made, to both the S e n a t e

nil House hills. Hoth or ig ina l bil ls
iiiprply a u t h o r i z e d the S e c r e t a r y of
U ' a r to sell th,e S h o r e L ine t o t h e
I "or; of Xew York A u t h o r i t y or a n y
• her b idder w h o mivrht offer a
'lisrlior price. Knl i s ted in the figbt
v Mli J u d g e llPip-ht w e r e A n t h o n y ,T.
T11 ill:, p res iden t of t h e Hoboken
' hiPiilier of C o m m e r c e : A. W. Coflin,

. . laager of the c h a m b e r ; P a l m e r
" A i b o l l . p r e s iden t of t h e l loboken

'Wk'<nd I m p r o v e m e n t Coninnny,
i' T.'ort'Oi'iitiou Counse l J o h n J .

i i Hon.
Eagan Aictac! Pigfit.

''nnsresKiiian John .T. liana h of thr
liicvrnth Conurpssioiiiil district, at
m-'ptin.'-'s of the ndlilary affairs com-
;i!tees of lioth the House and Sen -

-••'•. hacked u;i Chamber of Com-
ii'ii-i' and the city rpprpspnlatives
• ikias: iin amendment. The
• I! I was introduced by o*-i
' .ids.worth of Xew York and i
'"iisp, bill by Representative Ogik-
i ills of New York.
That thp Chamber of Commerce's
u s thiil the Shore Line micht be

e>.-inpt from taxation were wel
• Li-niinded was shown when some op-
p"-;itinn to the nmendment cropper
im It was contended that Ihe Port
of Xew York Authority was a public
uuli.ly and as such should he exempt
from municipal taxation The vlgi-
lnnce of thp Chamber of Commerce,
principally, saved the city uncounted

«j thousands of dollars in years to
Come.

j The Lnckawannn railroad was also
;*.'iid 1o lie nu aotivp bidder for the

lo ilirii . .niiuai conneclion, bill nb-
Sbnrp f.iiip railway as an auxiliary
,iecii"ii to the 1 ,M\<Hwanna, owner-
ship camp, from the War TiApartment
and only the Port Authority was
considered.

meeting of the Hoboken City Com-
mission this morning from Corpora-
tion Attorney John .1. Fallon, In
which he drew attention to the pro-
posed transfer of the Hoboken Man-
uf&cturerV Railroad to the Port
Authority under conditions which
would render the holdings of the
railroad company exempt from taxa-
tion.

In his letter Conselor Fallon
deals with the efforts which have
been made to carry this point and
the work done by the Chamber of

'Commerce and himself to prevent
it. He continues:

"It may not be generally known
that property within the city'of Ho-

[boken of approximately $26,000,000
in value is now exempt from taxa-
tion, and that, in addition thereto,
Stevens Institute of Technology has
annually, for some years past, been
persistently endeavoring to have lta
recreation field, of considerable
acreage, exempted from taxation.

"The city law department has
thus far thwarted the Stevens In-
stitute of Technology In Its purpose,
but the ti em sinot far distant
when said property will be exempt-
ed from taxation, unless the Legis-
lature shall repeal the Iniquitous
laws which now permit so generally
the exemption of property from
taxation."

In addressing the Board of Com-
missioners this morning Fallon said
that he thought the people of the
city, the manufacturers and busi-
ness men should know what is going
on In these matters.

A communication was received
from H. E. S. Wilson, vice presi-
dent and treasurer of the Camp-
bell Stores, protesting against the
.proposed license fee of $12 per
[ruck. It was pointed oiit that the

/ate in New York is but $2, that
«.he existing rate is $7, and it ia
suggested that a rate of $8 would
be ample in Hoboken.

Wins Step in
Fight to Tax,
Shore Line

IENDMENTTO
GRANT HOBOKE

R1GHTT0LE
[House Committee Accepts Haightj

Change—Now Conforms
Wfth Bill in Senate

f- HOBOKEN GIVEN
RIGHTTOTAXIN

SHORE LINE SALE
Amended Bill Reported — City

Also Can Assess Lots Con-
nected With Railroad

Hobfken |a ined another step In
its fight to obtain the right to tax
the Shore Line railway, yesterday,
when the Houso Committee On
Military Affairs accepted an amend-
ment offered by Former Judge |
Thomas Ha ig l /

Haight was present as represen-
tative of Hoboken, the Hoboken
and the Hoboken Chamber of (Join-,
iunrce. A. W. Coflin, manager of the]
Chamber of Commerce, and Palmer
Campbell, president of the Hoboken
Land and Improvement Company,
and Congressman John J. Eagan,
were present.

Tho amendment provides that the
Fort Authority now controlling- the
Shore Line will not be. considered a.
federal agency and will bo subjected
to the Interstate Transit ConimiH-
•ion. This would ma.Uc the, road
taxable.

Will Affect Pier Row.
The. amendment «vill also affect the

piers if the Port Authority now con-
templating taking over the piera
gOPHthrough with ii« plans.

A restatement o ' the arguments L
favoring hie salo to the Port of N e w !
Tori: Authority tvas made o the com-'J
niitteu by Julius 11. Cohen, counsel
for the Port Authority. The, bill was
/Introduced hy TlepiegPiitalive Ogflen
Mills of Nc,v York. The Mills bill
In ideiitir.il with the AVadsworth bill
which win recommended with

, amendments hy Iho .Senate Military
, Affairs comniiUeP and is now await-

ing fiction by tho .Senate.
Tho testimony of the Port Author-

ity attorney followed tho same, form
a.i his arguments before the. Senate
committee last. March. He described
the value of the Shoro Lino to the
unification of terminal facilities and,
foreold possible dangers of private
ownership of the road.

Washington, May 8.—The Mills bill
with amendments for sale of the Ho-
boken Shore Line Railroad was fav-
orably reported today by the House
military affairs committee. Both the
Lackawanna railroad and the Port
of New York Authority are seeking
to buy the line.

Tho bill as now written is the same
as the Wadsworth bill pending In
the .Senate. The amendments were
tacked on to meet requests of the
city authorities of Hoboken, the Port
Authority and the War Department.

Hoboken It Protected.

I
One amendment provides that the

railroad shall remain subject to the
jurisdiction of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, as at present.
Hoboken asked thig in order to as-
sure that the road would remain aa
.i common carrier. It is specifically

pvided, however, that this shall not

'ith regard to'local taxation of
the road, the House bill adopts the
Senate's compromise, which speci-
fies that not.hinp in the act relieves
ihe property from local taxation, but-
lh.it this Is not an expression of
opinion by Congress as \o the atti-
tude of Xew Jersey and Xew Tork
toward loonl taxation of Port Au- \
Uiorily property.

Alienation and taxation of the so-
called property belonging to the rail-
road company not connected wfth j
Ithe operation of the road, would be]
nore limited by the House bill than
>y tho Senate.

The House committee eliminated
'he discretionary power of the Sec-
retary of War to hold this property
>r sell it on terms he thinks proper
ind limits him to forming a corpora-

tion to take over the properly. These
(lots are then placed on the same
status with regard t l l
( are then placed on the same
status with regard to local taxation
as is the railroad proper. j
1 The House bill also carries the |
iamciidrnent asked by the Secretary I

Bfcfcg iithprizing h j j j ^ ^ f l i J



0
ouse Amendments FuJIy

Protect Hoboken'}s Rightd
Special Dispatch to Jersey Observer.

Jerapy Observer Bureau, J
Watthingion, May 8. $

Additional safeguards for the city
of Hoboken, insuring it against/ any
possible losses on account of the
sale of the Hoboken Shore Line

lltallroad to the Port of New York
(Authority, were included in the
amendments reported by the House

[Military Affairs Committee to the
r>ill introduced by Congressman Og-

Iden Mills of New York, authorizing
jthe Secretary of War to sell the

; iroad.

: : As did the Senate committee with
|tln! Wadsworth bill, the committee
.Milled an amendment providing that
It Me. Port Authority should not be

\i mpted from paying local taxes
11 the railroad property. Going
ii ther than the Senate amend-
"•nts, however, the committee also
mi nded the bill so as to make
in Shore Line subject to the juris-

icliction of the Interstate Commerce
(Commission, just as any other rail-

gad. This amendment was urged
Hoboken officials in order to

the road being classed as
•ivate line; and to meet the ob-

of the Port Authority the
nent was so worded as not

.11: ol ' t h e o i l i e r

of the Port Authority to the jurisJ
diction of the Commerce Commis-]
sion.

The additional property of the
Hoboken road which is not neces-
sary to the operation of the line,
and which is not to be included in
the sale, is made subject to local
taxation also, and provision is made
for the formation of a government
corporation by the
War to administer

Secretary of]
this property.

The Senate amendment allowed the]
Secretary the option of selling this
property, and made no reference to]
taxation to it.

The bill as reported by the House
committee is believed to be as near-
ly as possible satisfactory to all the
parties concerned, the city of Ho-
boken, the Port Authority, and the
War Department. Congressman
John J. Eagan, who has taken a
keen interest in the bill and has
attended all the hearings on it In
both the Senate and House com-
mittees, will attempt to secure ac-
tion on it by the House at an
early date.

The report of the House commit-
tee follows hearings on the bill held
last week, at which a number of
Hoboken representatives were pres-

t as well as members and coun-

GOVERNMENT PLEDGE
TO SAFEGUARD CITY

ON TAXES SECURED
Secretary Weeks Assures Delegation Shore Railroad jj
Lots Must Bear Their Portion of Local Burdens—

Pier Tax Agitation Continues.

[Special to Jersey Obsm ci •. I ,

Washington, April 25.—Assurances that no action detri-
mental to the interests of the city of Hoboken would be taken

disposing of the extraneous property of the Hoboken Manu-
facturers' Shore Railroad Company not included in the sale oft
the Hoboken Shore Line to the Port of New York Authority(

were given by Secretary of War Weeks yesterday to a delega-j
tion of city officials who came to the capital for the purpose of
insuring the city against possible loss of revenue from the

property.
Corporation Counsel John J. Fa 1-1

l"ti, accompanied by Mayor Pat Hew
(i Gustavtjf , Commissioner

icli, Judge William .1. Hunley
(! A. W. Coffin, called, with Con.

Si ' r i -

IT
'OTRYTOEVADE

SHORE 11. TAXES

mg to pay "taxes, but"
New Jersey Legislature this year
they were unwilling to have the
law expressly read that they were
not exempt from taxation. They
wanted to be in the position of be-
ing able to go to the municipalities
and show that, as a Federal agency,
:they were exempt from taxation and
then bargain with the municipali-
ties to pay a stated sum.

"Such a bargain, I contend, would]
not be constitutional in New Jersey.1
They would have to pay the entire|
tax or none at all.

OPPOSED TO RIDER.
"At the hearing in Washlngtonl

we tried to have a rider attached to |
the bill which would provide that
nothing in the bill or the two pre-
vious resolutions would in any way|
exempt the Port Authority from!
taxation. They still claimed that |
they were not averse to paying
taxes, but they were opposed to the

Washington, March'22.—That th«ri^f.r- „ . .. ... , , ,
•Pnr* nf Mo,,, nr i A -I. 11 J * 1 called the committees atten-
Port of New Tork Authority is t ry- t i o n t 0 t n e f a c t t h a t > a l t h o u g h tb
ing to evade paying taxes to the City bill merely authorized the Secretar
of Hoboken, if successful in pur-of War to sell the stock of
chaS,ng f r o m y w Bepartment^my^^ey^harV^r^r:
the Hoboken Manufacturers Rail- i n t 0 it a provision which would give,

developed at a. nearlng before t h e m a Federal charter to operate!
fin,* <JV* , y A f f * l r 8 Commutes of the railroad. Such a charter would|
' luced hi6 T t e r

f
d a y > w % a b l U l n t r°-keep them aloof from the State."

J w v I S e " a t ° r Waasworth of The Manufacturers' Railroad!
j New York, authorizing the sale. property owned by the War Depart-j

ment is valued at $16,977,484, andf
the Government is now paying taxes
on this property. Taking this from
the taxable ratables of the city, Mr.
Fallon explained, would be an ad-
ditional hardship which the .city
should not be called upon to bear,
in view of the fact that the former

^alled on Secretary Weeks andg
presented their case to him, withl
the result that they were assured!
of his sympathy and that he was
not considering the disposal of thej
property in such a way as to make

John .1. Efiiin and Senj1* exempt from proper local taxa-|
IT: Edwards and Edge, On SenJtion- , „

;.iof Wadsworih. chairman of Ihf l n c ^ ' - l l l ( 1 t e r ' " s " f u " ?mc"?,:P
Senate Millitary Affairs Commit-mr>nt- inserted in the Shore Line hill,
;>••: and explained to him theiia* the request of .Secretary WeeksJ
rears that the Secretary of war *1P i s empowered to retain such pa
under the authorization 'given liiiiiof t h e property of the railroad cori|
by the bill allowing the sale-of th«Piin>'
Shine line, might dispose of th<
hundred or HO back lots of the rail-'
way to some corporation or agency]
of the Government, so as to de]'
prive the city of Hobokuti of
right of taxing this property.

The delegation asked whetheiji

IrllS DeVelOPS at
Hearing The WadS-

....
Dill

some amendment to the Shore linq
sale bill, or some other act of leg
islation, might not be passed so atj
to guard against such an occur-
rence. Senator Wadsworth indicat
ed that he was rinnjit.ful aH ID ttifil
possibility of such action being!
aken by Congress, but assured thel
loboken representatives that in his!

.pinion the bills as reported by the
committee would protect the city
imply, and that he did not believe
hat any action contemplated by

[Secretary Weeks would bring about
Isuch a condition.

Following the
, n i t o i A V . i i ' . >

conference wltl

as is not necessary for t l |
operation of the Shore Line and
..... it, on tiie most advantageoi|
terras to the Government, or falliij
n a satisfactory sale to take

the property for the (lovernemntl
o form a Government corporatio
o hold it.

During their stay In Washlngtol
the Hoboken officials r.lso spen1!
considerable time going over with)
the vNfw Jersey members of Con-
gress the probability ol1 getting fa-
vorable action by Congress on a
proposition to have the Government
|pay lo the City of Hoboken an an-
nual indemnity in lieu of taxes lost
jby the city from the piers now
owned by the Shipping board. The
New Jersey Representatives are
earnest in their support of such a
measure, and it, is probable that
steps will be taken in the near fur
ture to attempt to havo. it JpaaggjL.

Strenuous objection to the bill in
its present form was made by Cor-
poration Counsel John J. Fallon
^presenting the City of Hoboken
and former Judge Thomas G.
Haight, representing the Hoboken
Land and Improvement Company.

It has been the contention of the I n v l e w o l l l l e 1KLL u l o l ,...„ .«
Port Authority all along that it German piers in Hoboken, now val-
um,H , . „ ! .vc. , „ . , „ . , u e d ^ o v e r j l l ! |0Oo,000, had al-

ready been taken from the taxable
ratables.

pay taxes for land or proper-
ties taken over by it from munici-

I falfties, and while assurances of this
Uind have been given to municipal
representatives, the status of the
Port Authority as a municipal

| agency would place It in the posi-
I tipn of being exempt from taxation
| by munlcipaditlos.

Julius Cohen, counsel for the Port
I Authority, declared that the devel-
opments planned by the Authority
would ultimately operate to increase

j the ratables «o Immensely that the
lloss of taxes from the railroad

ould be nullified. This seemed to
(ove conclusively that the Port
luthority did not Intend to pay
Jxea despite their previous assur-
ficea to the contrary.

THE WADSWORTH BILL.
The Wadsworth BUI would au-

thorize the Secretary of War to sell
to the Port Authority the stock of
the Hoboken JSboro;. ftoad, now
owned by the' War' pepartment.
Under the law'of 19?2<, relating to
the Port Authority, it Is catytd ;it(ft
corporate municipal instrumentality
of the two states." In the Congres-
slonal resolution passed in 1923 it
is referred to in language, Mr. Fal-
lon contends, and was practically
admitted by tho Counsel for the
Port Authority, whereby it is
created a Federal instrumentality
or agency.

"So that it might." contends Mr.

IFailon," under the State Law claiml
exemption from tax?s and also
claim exemption under the Federal

aw."

LOSS AN INJUSTICE.
When it is considered that the

total ratables of the city are only
one hundred and live million dol-
lars, this further loss w;ould be an
imposition of further injustice to
the people of HoboUen, which Mr.
Kallon pointed out very forcibly to
tile Senate committee.

It developed during the hearing
that the, Delaware, I.ackawanna and

HOBOKEN GIVEN
RIGHTT0TAX1N

SHORE LINE SALE
Amended Bill Reported — City

Also Can Assess Lots Con-
nected With Railroad

Washington, May 8.—The Mills bill
with amendments for sale of the Ho-
boken Shore Line Railroad was fav-

Western Railroad had offered $l .- lo l .n b l y reported today by the House
fiOO.000 for the Shore Koad, whlcnl n U a l . y a f f a h . g c o m m i t t c ( ! i B o t h t h e
Is the trade name of the Manufac-l L a c k a w a n n a r a i l r o a ( i and the Port
turers' Railroad, and it was alleged
by Mr. Cohen that, the Hoboken
Land and Improvevment Company
which was indirectly interested in
the road, would rather see it, pass
into private hands, such an the
Lackawanna Railroad, rather than
to the Port AulUorlts.

The Army submitted a rider
would authorize it to sell the

it, pleases.^ o m ),, p
nV-nC Port Authority was repre-

sented at the hearing by Mr.
OuterbrKlge, General Goethals and

C h There were als

of New York Authority are seeking
to buy the line.

The bill as now written Is the same
as the Wadsworth bill pending in
the Senate. The amendments were I
tucked on to meet requests of thel
city ;iuthorities of Hoboken, the Port|
Authority and the War Department.

Hoboken Is Protected.
One amendment provides that thel

railroad shall remain subject to thol
jurisdiction of the Interstate Com-I

merce Commission, as at present.
Hoboken asked this in order to as-
sure that the road would remain as
a common carrier. It is specifically
provided, however, that this shall not
he construed ag trying to extend the
jurisdiction of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission to other opera-1
tions of the Port Authority,

With regard. to local taxation of
the road, ths House bill adopts the
Senate's compromise, which speci-
fies that nothing in the act relieves
the property from local taxation, but
that this is not. an expression of
opinion by Congress as to the atti-
tude of New Jersey and New Tork
toward local taxation of Port Au-
thority property.

Alienation and taxation of th« so-
called property belonging to the rail-
road company not connected with
the operation of the road, would be
more limited by the House bill than
by the Senate.

The House committee eliminated
ths discretionary power of the Sec-
retary of War to hold this property
or sell it. on terms he thinks proper
and limits him to forming a corpora-
tion to take over the property. These
lota are then placed on the game
status with regard to local taxation
as is the railroad proper.

The House bill also carries thel
amendment asked by the Secretary!
of War authorizing him to dispose!
of the road to some other purchaserl
if terms can not be arranged withf
the Port Authority.

lullus Cohen. There were als
present Colonel McAdams. a
lor in the railroad, and alsoJ
Campbell, Captain C. O'Neal

W
Campbell, Captain - w | l l i

t of the road; Willian
W Coffin of the Chamber!

of. Commerce, Judge Haight and
'Albert C. Wall, representing the
Hoboken Land and Improvement!
rompany, while Congressman John
J. Eagan spoke for Hoboken a^

avlne^tf^LLd Senator \y •
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rA GUARDIA TO FIGHT tSendte Passes B i l l

SALE OF SHORE ROAQ j tQ Sdl Shore Road

letter to Mayor Hylan.
The New York Congressman i

of
which would permit

dispos

illion Dollars Reported Price—Way Believed Paved
for Its Prompt Passage Through the House

Despite Difference in Amendments.

accept.'j

.property,' I he valiie of which Isi on
'hundred per cent, hypothecated b

i J o n d / g i v e n to the Government
• ' •you may readily see bow easy i

4 would be to mislead the public nn<
ivou can picture how this Port Au
2?horitv with absolutely no propert;

U or It. would feature the tac
U hi»1 tin- Government accepted l

Special to Jersey Observer.

ashington, May 14.—Sale of the Hoboken Shore Line Rail- j
road by the War Department to the Port of New York |
Authority was approved by the Senate yesterday when!
Senator Wadsworth, of New York, called up the bill recently
reported by him from the Military Affairs Committee au-
thorizing the sale. The bill was passed without a record)
vote, no objection being made to it.

[uii|iiwiifi- — * — 4**ghore Road, were left unchangeu.
TTie amendments written into the O n e lr,jnion dollars is reported to be

bill by the Senate committee were the amount to be paid for the prop-
left intact. These provide for the erty, this offer having been tcn-T
protection of the city of Hoboken t aJh '? , l y agreed on by the Secretary

, . , ,. of War, provided Congress would-
against loss of revenue from the a u t h o r i z e h i m t 0 a c c e p t b o n d s l n

Shore road property for the opera- i j e u of cash.Uon of the road in co-operation with
{he piers and docks owned or con-
trolled by the Government; and for
separate disposal of the surplus prop-
erty of the Hoboken Manufacturers'
Railroad Company which is not need-
ed in the operation of the road. Pro-
vision is also made for the Secretary
of War to dispose of the road to
other parties if the- port authority

'fails to agree, upon terms and con-
ditions of sale which are considered
Satisfactory to the Government.
! The original provisions of the bill,
[authorizing the Secretary of War to
accept the bonds of the Port of New
Vork Authority in payment for the

The Senate bill goes to the House,
where the committee has within the
past week reported out a similar
bill, but the amendments added in
he lower House differ in some re-

spects from those of the Senate bill.
It is believed probable that the

House Committee will immediately
report the Senate bill, with amend-
ments to make it the same as the
House will already reported, and
offer it as a substitute for the meas-
ure already presented. This is now
•ending on th& Jiouse calendar, and
maj be taken up almost any hour.

SILL FOR SALE OF SHORE ROAD
TO PORT AUTHORITY WILL NOT'

BE TAKEN UP M S SESSIO!
)use Leaders Reach Such
an Agreement Despite Ap-

fpeals From Governors Sil-
ver and Al Smith—Hylan

New York Democrats

resolution calling- for th
consideration of the bill, which
requested by the governors. Wiili
out a special rule there is no chum1"
for the bill coming up before ;MI-
journment of Congress, except under.'

of the rules, which in;

Lauds Chamber as Watch Dog
Citing Fight on Shore Line Tax

JSWORTH BILL
PASSED SENATE!

Jersey Observer Bureau, ?
Washington, June 1. \

appeals from , Governor
Jsilzer of New Jersey and

Hill of New York, House lead-
have virtually agreed not to per-

Jinit the Mills Bill, authorizing the
|sale of the Hoboken Shore Line to
the Port of New York Authority, to
W- taken up in the House this ses-
sion.

osltion of Mayor Hylan and

The New Tork City interests are,
opposed to the bill because it is be-
lieved by them to be in furtherance!
of the plans of the Port Authority
for the development of the Port ofj
New York along linos not in the!
best Interests of New York.

The bill authorizes tho sale off
the Hoboken Shore Line to the)
Port Authority, to be used as
belt line ln linking up the trunk!
lines entering the Port district, in|
linn with the plan of the Port Au-I
thnrity for i|niflcation of the ter-j
tnlnalB, The principal necessity forl
the bill Is to authorize .the Secretary!
of War to accept bonds In payment!
for the road, «s the Port Authority!
»s tiJpftMa' to make a cash offer.

The JW/& Bill 19 almost identical!
with the WiSfoworth Bill, which hasf

tlin Senate, except for the!
•o amendments!
he City of H

of revenuts fre

The fight that the Hoboken Cham-
frer of Commerce won to make the
Hoboken Shore Line railroad taxab'e
ivas cited, Thursday, to the Chamber
of Commerce of the Oranges as an
example of what public-spirited bod-
ies can do by acting as "watch dog."

Former Mayor Julian A. Gregorv
of East Orange was the speaker and
he told the meeting: in Orange that
from the standpoint of Hoboken citi-
zens, the fight had been "self pre-
servative" and had in its victory
shown that an organized body of
"civic minded business men" could
often do more than the city officials
themselves. Former Mayor Gregory
is a member of the Port of New York
Authority.

Couldn't Afford to Lose.
The Hoboken chamber fought the

proposal in Congress on the grounds.
Mr. Gregory said, that during the
war the War Department had taken
over nearly $20,000,000 of t.ix ratable3
in the form of docks and that thb
city could not afford to lose more
taxable grounds.

Mr. Gregory reviewed the history
[of the Port of New Vork, from Hie
time that Manhattan Island was first

J E W . . .

settled until this State and New 7 f ^
went to court to determine which -
should have jurisdiction over the1"
waters of the Hudson and the Upper .
and Lower bays. He told of the
settling o fthe dispute in 1S37 and the.
continuation of the system which «\-is
then agreed upon, of giving New-
York control over the surface traffic
up until the formation of the Port
Authority and of the genera! trenr)
toward co-operation between rail-
roads and other transportation con-
cerns to keep down freight rates and
expedite the handling of incoming
farm and factory products.

Sold Her Heritage.
'New Jersey has sold her heritage

of natural resources of tidewater
rights and frontages," the speakert
said, in praising New York City and
State for having retained much more
than has this State of its more valu-
able coast line. "There will come i
time when the people will realize
that the best interests of all lie in the
State control of the river* and shores
and not allowing private concerns to
own them to compete against each
other until freight rates make prod-
uce cost much more than it is
worth."

fflHS i f
fFSHrUI

[Secretary of War Approves
Plan to Sell Five Acres

in Hoboken.
The Hoboken Shore Railroad will

now receive bids for the purchase
waterfront property

letween Twelfth and
Li-eets, it was an-
|7aptain Charles I).

A., president and
. roud .this morning.
la, which is owned
fepartment, will ad-

osnls lor a period'
On AHfftist 26. the

tfaK'1. There an- live and one-half
itftres In the grounds and a frontage
QO the river of 190 feel.

The announcement was made by
Captain O'Neill when he received
wgrd from Washington that Secre-
tary of War Weeks had approved
the plan of the boar dof directors
of the railroad to sell the property.
Jt is understood that because of the
heavy taxes which the city exacts,
the Shore road found this property
a heavy drain on their finances.

As far as Is known at present,
there •might be two principal com-
petitors for the property, the Lack-
awanna Railroad and the Hoboken
Land and Improvement Company,
both of which own the adjacent
land. It has also been suggested ln
ot4ler quarters that the City of Ho-
bqken condemn t.he property and

. . ilct'K'l pier. The!
Port authority, it is alsA said, would
like to obtain control oft the prop-
erty. \ k
JJAnother party vitally tfrrterAted

IK the disposition of the land is the
Nfnngesser Dickinson Seed' Coni-
pa,ny, whose building now stands on
'"* site. Should gome other party

Lackpwanna Itatlrqad or

Army Men Discuss Plan to
Sell Parcel on Hud

son Street.
A private meeting of the board of

;lirectorH of the Hoboken Shore
Railroad, which iw owned by the
United States Government, was held
(yesterday • at which the matter of
selling1 the valuable waterfront
property on Hudson, between Twelfth
[and Thirteenth streets, was dis-
cussed. Captain Charles I). O'Neill,
V. ST. A., president and general man-
ger of the railroad, declined to make
ublic the decision reached by the

board of director!-, for the reason
that the final decision In the matter
rests with Secretary of War Weeks.

Word has been sent to Washing'-I
ton of the opinion of the board of'
directors on the proposition and a ;

reply is expected within the next few
daya. Since the matter h#s been re-
ferred to the Secretary of War, how-;
ever, it may be inferred that the de-6
cision rendered by the board of dl-j
rectors .yesterday was in favor of thej
sale of the property.

Should the Secretary of War alsol
favor the plan, Captain O'Neill states|
the property will be put on
market and the sale advertised lnl
the Jersey Observer. It is under-1
stood that tho Shore Railroad wishes!
to dispose of the property becau»e|
of the heavy taxes which are drain-|
ingr the receipts of the company.

This valuable property, which iflP
at present occupied by the Nungesser
Seed Company, consists of five and.;
a half acfes. It Has unquestionably!
fine docking1 facilities and it is likely!
that, should it be put on the market,"
there will be keen competition to



I I POSSIBLE I E
SHORE PARCEL

(Several May Bid for Gov
ernment Property in

Hoboken.

Should Secretary of War Week
[fcive permission to the Hobokoi
fShore Railroad to sell their valuabl
[waterfront property on Hudsor
street, between Twelfth and Thlr

Iteenth streets, tho question of wh(
•the probable purchasers might h<
|has caused consider;) bio discussion

The property comprises some five
land a half cares, with a shore fron
|of 190 feet.

Both the Lackawanna. Railroa
land the Hoboken Land & Improve
Iment Company own the adjneen
(property and it is thought like!
Ithat of those two the railroad woul
•probably be more desirous to pui
Ichase. Either organization, how
•ever, might take over the propert
|to increase its holdings.

Unfortunately, experts believe th
Iproperly would not b&quJ'.'1 suitabli
•for a steamship l)ier, as ihe aver
•age dock of such character is abou
13110 feet in width. Consequcntl
•there would not be sufficient roof
Jon both sides of tho pier to bert
•steamers and lighters. Even thoug
•the North German Lloyd Steamshi
IConipany greatly desires pier spac
lin Hoboken, they would prefer t
Jbe located further downtown. Be
•sides that they need two piers, am
Ithe erection of tho dock in tl)

i • . . • • . • • • • «pf

lid nut be of mucr.
in solving their problem.

The Lackawanna Railroad, how-
ever, could use the propferty very
well. It would be suitable for
some sort of a short dock, a float I
bridge or a dock for bargea. If the!
railroad took over the ground they
might eiwt warehouses for the stor-j
lage of freight.

One of me purtifta vitally inter-1
ester in the sale Of this- properytj
is the Xungosser-Dlckinson .Seed f
Company, which has a large build-1
iing occupying a section of the space. I
This local company, is associated
with the Albert Dickinson Sued I
ji'oinpuny, in Chicago, one of the I
largest of such concerns in the [
L'nited States.
When interviewed about the possible I

sale of the kind and its effect on I
company yesterday, Marshall

Huryea, president of the local seed
plant, declared if the Lackawanna I
Railroad or the Hoboken Land &[
improvement Company purchased I
the property he did not think his
company would be obliged to move. I
If somo "dark horse" buys thel
land it might serluuily effect thel
lease held by their company, he|
tated.

It has been the announced policy
if tho War Department, whioh owns I

the stock in the Hobokan Shore. [
Itailroad, to dispose of its land hold-1
Ings in tho Mile-Square City. > A|
considerable portion of Its meadow
and has already been sold. By
raenns of a bill introduced into
Jongress at the last session, which
failed of passage because of op-
position which developed in New
York, the Senate Military Affairs
CommlUflfl-Jiad att.em.cted Jo. .
the Hobokenr Shore Railroad to
Port Authority.

At fl. recent meeting of the board
of directors of the Shore Railroad,
it is undrrstod, the company de-
cided to recommend to the Secre-
tary of War that the property be
sold in open market to the highest
bidder. The fate of the proposition
now rests with the Secretary of
War. It has been rumored, how-
ever, that the Port Authority will
attempt to prevent the public'sale.

[SET DATE FOR SALE
OF SHOREPROPEBTY

As announced in the Jersey Ob
•server last week the War Depart
iment has authorized the Hoboke
(Manufacturers Railroad Company t
sell the property owned by it on the
east side of Hudson street between
Sv.'elfth and Thirteenth streets
M'aled proposals for the property

26
com-

fin be opened on August
•V:30 a. m. at the office of the .„..,-
iny, foot of Fifth street, Hobnken
•There are two plots involved. One
Vll0"' ^i*"?* nalf a£rei». iyns

including the Nunttsser
ii C

o°^P a"y . .b u l I? i n g r ' "'""-story
lent building, one open nler 725
•in length and 2,000 feet of rall-

^FproJTerty. e X t e " d l n ? t h r o u « h o u t

ri-he other plot is triangular in
r £ ' . V s o u t h ot Eleventh street

the tatersectlon of Hudson street
* Hiver road, and comprises

" square feet.

ARMY PLANS SALE
OF HOBOKEN LAND

The valuable water front prop-
erty, occupied by the Nungesser
Seed Company, on Hudson, between
Twelfth and Thirteenth streets, Ho-,
boken, will probably be put up forl
sale by the Hoboken Shore Road I
owned by the United States Gov. I
ernment, within the next few days,!
it was authoritatively learned byl
the Jersey Observer, this morning.!
There are five and a half acres in I
the property, which has valuable!
docking facilities. I

Captain Charles D. O'Neill, U.S.A., I
resident and manager of the road

•efused to discuss the matter at
his time, when he was questioned
his morning. The Jersey Observer,
lowever, has learned positively thatl
he matter will be brought up be-f
ore the board of directors of the
oad when they meet in Captain
IMeills office next Tuesday. Jf

hey and the Secretary of War ap-
irove the plan, the property
>e advertised for sale.

Because of the heavy tax drain I
lupon the Shore Railroad, it is under-
™? i^L1 1?6^1 '*™ it would be|the

willi

BILE i f SUPPLY

I Price at Coming Shore Front
Sale May Prove Assess

ment Discrepancies.
Now that waterfront property

I owned by the Hoboken Shore Rail-
Jroad, on Hudson, between Twelfth
land Thirteenth streets, hag been put
j upon the market for sale to the
(highest bidder, many local people
are interested in what effect this
sale may have on the city's future
tax assessments on waterfront lands.

For some time now several local
authorities have declared that Ho-
boken's waterfront has not been
properly and fully taxed. The price
which this piece of waterfront
brings may provide a new valuation
criterion for the entire riverfront
and may serve as a basis for higher
assessments.

The Hoboken Shore Railroad,
which is owned by the War Depart-
ment, is now receiving sealed bids
for the land. The proposals will be
opened on August 26. The com-
pany will part with its property for
cash or it will allow a seventy per
cent, mortgage.

The property contains 'five and
one-half acres, with a frontage on
the river of 190 feet. This is said
to be of sufficient width to erect a
modern steamship pier, but it would
be satisfactory for a smaller dock.
The Nungesser-Dickinson Seed Com-
pany has a large building on the
property, but there is yet much
space remaining for the construc-
tion of warehouses, should they be
desired.

Some people have suggested that
the city condemn the land and con-
struct a municipal pitfcr, claiming
that the latter would be a fine pay-
ing proposition. Such a pier would
be desirable, they claim, for the local
business men, who could have their
cargos unloaded In Hoboken from
any sort of vessel, whether it be
steamship or sailing schooner.

The Lackawanna Railroad and the
Hoboken Land and Improvement
Company, both of whom own ad-
jacent land, might be bidders for
the property, it is thought. The
land would be extremely useful to
the Lackawanna and it would make
a considerable addition to the hold-

EXPECT CITY TO
E PLOT!

Local Business Men Think j
City Owned Dock Would

Benefit.
Now that there is a strong pos-l

Hibllity that the Hoboken Shore |
Railroad, which is owned by tho
War Department, may offer its val-J
uable waterfront property on Hud-1
son, between Twelfth and Thlr-1
teenth streets, Hoboken, up on thel
open market for sale, many local I
people feel that this would prove a I
splendid purchase for the City ofj
Hoboken to construct a municipal!
dock. At present the city does not|
own any part of the waterfront.

For the past thirty years, locall
people have felt it Mas a great mls-I
take to have allowed all the Tvater-I
front property in the city <o falll
into private hands. Probably every!
other city in the vicinity has re- |
tained some part of its
property for its own use, except tl ,
Mile-Square City.

Jersey City has a municipal do ,
at the foot of Morgan street, ai
has found it a paying propositjf
At present, if any ship, large/
small, steam or sail, wants to
mrgo in Hoboken It cannot dl
mless it pays higi. irjrjoo" to/
private pier owners, A. mun*
dock in the city, many busiil
men consider, would benefit lcl
ndustries considerably.

The Shore Railroad property
190 feet wide. It is not quite oil
sufficient width for a modern |
iteamshlp dock to be constructed,!
vet it would make a splendidfl
municipal pier. The entire prop-J
rty consists of five and one-halfi

acres, where warehouses could be|
erected.

Whether the property will be|
sold or not now rests with Secre-i
Lary of War Weeks. It ia believed!
Ll;at the fate of the land will be|
tnown within the next few days.

ings of the Land and Improvement
Company.

k-f-

Ihore Line Mot
Sett
Front Latii

•1VE ACRES WILL
BE SOLD BY U. S
REPORT IN CITYI

I Property Occupied by Nungesser
Seed Co., to Go, is

ken Rumor

There is rumor in Hcboken
which seems to be we!! founded but
which cannot be verified at present
that the Hoboken Shore Road,

[owned by ths United States War

Department, is preparing to dispose
of some of its valuable water front
property. When questioned as to
the truth of the rumor, Captain
Charles D. O'Neal, U. S. A., vice-
president and manager of the road
sr.id ha was unable to discuss the
matter at the present time.

Contains 5 1-2 Acres
• The property in question is occu-
pied by the Nungesser Seed Com-p
pany which is housed in a large brick L
building. It fronts on Hudson street |
between Twelfth and Thirteenth h
streets and extends to the river front!
which makes it especially desirable I
as ships can dock there. The prop-1
erty is 190 feet wide and occupies!
five and a half acres of land and!
water. • I

There would be nothing at a!! sur-l
prising in the sale of this property!
by the War Department, as it. wouldl
be In line of the present policy of thel
goverr>«ient to dispose of all its war-1
time acquired .property fcr whicn lt|
now finds no need
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[$600,000 Bid
For Hoboken
Rail Property

P Shore Line Road Opens
Offers for Strip of iand
Weeks Is Selling, Despite
Innumerable P r o t e t> t

[Port Authority Objectsj

^iterates Offer of $1,000,-
000 in Bonds for Line

.if Congress Consents

Us for the waterfront, property nfj
[ioboken Manufacturer.-:' Railroad
bany (Hoboken Shore Line), owned I
lie United States Government, andf
l.i adjoins the road's terminal at
Iken, were opened yesterday In-
Idireetors of the operating rom
I, at. their offices, Fifth and'W.vh
•in streets, Brooklyn,
lis is the strip of land against IM
'of which protests have been iilr.l

Secretary of War Weeks by ' •;•
Authority of New York, Govern-

j'f of New Jersey and the Cith< >i: '
of Hoboken. The < Ifohokt'n

I; \Line was taken over by ih<;
Jvfrnrirf^it, in 1017 and the expi/ini,
'on of tP|e prĉ f̂ -••-', public, sale of the
property adjoininR-Wie terminal is that.

icosts the government from $40,000
1 $00,000 a year to leave tho lots

fcant.
Three Bids Received

'The largest bid received wn3 for
glOO.000 rash from the Hoboken Land
nd Improvement Company. William T.

143 Liberty Street, Manhattan,
Tered $575,000 cash, and the Frank
fidustrial Realty Company but $440,-
[)0, 30 per cent cash, the rest payable

accordance with the terms of the
kle.
lln its attempt to block thp public

of tho land the New York Port
Ithority reiterated its previously an-
Linced offer of $1,000,000 in thirty-
Tr 4 per cent gold bonds, as soon as
Tigress might authorize the sale for
|ital stock' and other properties of

Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad,
bspective of the lots in question.
Ids of a similar character were also
Ired for material, supplies and
lipment.
|n refusing to call off the sale, how-

, Dwight Davis, Assistant Secre-
of war, flctiuR for Secretary

ks, explained that the two parcels
Inrid involved were not used by. the
oad for any purpose and that the
rnment, would continue to hold
to the line.
- Await Action by Weeks

fds were opened by Charles P.
al, vice-president of the road, and
be forwarded at once to Secretary
kg. Secretary Weeks is at pretffnt
'incution in New Hampshire and

on the bids is not expected
^...ain return, although he is not

equired to act within any specified
time.

At the office of the Port Authority it
/as said yesterday that that body's
bjection to the proposed sale was in

ino way modified by Assistant Secretary
Davis's explanation that the property
was not used by the railroad.

From The \>ir York Herald Tribune'!
Washington, Burrnu

WASHINGTON, AUR. 26.-Bids for
.Ithe government water front property
1 at Hoboken, which were opened there
j to-day, are not expected to reach Wash-

Ijington before the end of the week,
J according to the Acting Secretary of
I War, Mr. Davis. The offers must be
[considered first, hn said, by officers in
• charge of the Shore Line Railroad.
1 Mr. Davis removed what he regards
las a misapprehension as to the bid
[received by the War Department from
8 the Lackawanna Railroad. This bid
of $1,000,000 made by the Lackawanna

jroad covered the railroad as well as
Ithe water front property. He said that
Ithe government did not hope to receive
lsueh a large offer for the water froni
[property.

r

SHORE L I SALE
HELOUPJYIIS

Hoboken Water Front Deal tc
Await Return of Weeks

to Washington.

RAILROAD REPORTS BIDS

Weeks Is Expected to Confer

With Coolidge.

From The World's Bureau
Special Despatch to The World

WASHINGTON, Aug. 27.—DwightR
F. Davis, Acting Hecri.tary of Wai1,!
to-day unnouncfd that no action wllll

j taken on tho bids opened in Ho- |
liokr-n yesterday for tho sale of the
so-called waterfront property untill
;-Mr.retary Weeks returns to Wash-fl
iiv-vton, probably the end of this!
* v . • < • ] ( .

Asked whether President Coolidgel
l.iil ordered tho sale held up, Mr.I

jlmvis replied that no request of any!
;]<in<1 had come to him from the Pres-f
•Irlrnt.

A report wns received to-day from!
the Hoard of Directors of the Hobo-[
ken Shore Railroad, including a sum-!
mary of the. bids received for the!
waterfront property. The board In-f
formed the Acting Secretary of Waif
that the complete bids, together wlths
Its recommendations, would be trans-l
mltted In regular order. This mayl
not occur until after Mr. Weeks re - |
turns.

In view of tho protests which navel
been lodged with President Coolidge,I
It Is certain Secretary Weeks will not!
take final action until after he has '
pone over the situation with the
President.

Personally, the War Secretary Is
mderstood to* favor selling tins prap-
rty, which experts have advised him

,s not essential to development of the
plans of the New York-New Jersey
'ort Authority, on the ground that
he Government Is not Justified in
holding It indefinitely at the expense
f all the taxpayers.
The Hoboktm Shore Railroad proper

/111 not be disposed of by Mr. Weeks
until Congress has legislated on the
subject. The Senate passed a bill
authorizing the Secretary to accept
he offer of the Port Authority. The

House committee reported out this
Ml with an amendment leaving the
ntlre matter to the discretion of the

Secretary, which would not alter the
existing situation.

| OOOLIDGE AND THE HOBOKEN RAILROAD.
... The bids received yesterday for the Hoboken shore^

lan'ft tract, of the Manufacturers' Railroad show clearly thej
J value of that land and of the railroad itself. The Hobokem
JLand and Improvement Company is wilHng to pay $600,000.:
leash for the land alone, which seems ample proof of its
I worth and indicates, also, the important place that the
I railroad adjoining this land holds in the transportation,
I system of the port district.

The Port Authority declares that the shore railroad is
I an indispensable part of the proposed belt line from Bayonne

to Edgewater, and it reiterated yesterday its willingness to
pay $1,000,000 in thirty-year gold bonds for the railroad]
and the shore tract. The Board was, however, unable t
submit a bid like the others because it had no funds t<
use for the deposit required by the War Department, which|
is now disposing of the railroad and land it took over dur
Ing the war period.

What the bids yesterday did was to convince the publi
of the worth of this Hoboken land and railroad and to
strengthen, among those wfio are objecting to the sale to
private interests, opposition against any plan of sale that
bars the Port Authority from participation on equal terms
with the others.

The announcement today that President Coolidge was
considering action on the protests made against the sale
by Governors Silzer and Smith is in line with the proper
protection of public interests in this land and railroad. It
also acts as a stay on the sale in that no decision is to be
made by Secretary Weeks until after the Presidential in-
vestigation is completed.

Congress was ready at the last session to enable the
War Department to accept the Port Authority's offer for
the railroad. If President CoolMge is convinced that the
public interest will be best protected by having the road
turned over to the Port Board, the bids whlcn were re-
ceived yesterday without obligation on the part of the
War Department to accept tnem should be, and undoubt-
edly will be, rejected. There can be little leason for doubt-
ing that the President's investigation will convince him
that Congress should be given the needed opportunity to
enable the Port Authority to acquire both land and Tail-
road.

RAILROAD ASKS
ACCEPTANCE OF
HIGHEST OFFER

Directors Urge U. S. to
Let Local Bidders
Have Shore Front.
(Continued from Page One)

Washington. Aug. 29.- -The direc-
t o r s of the Hoboken Manufacturers'
IKailroad Company recommended to
Itne War Department yesterday the
(acceptance of .the $600,000 bid of
Ithe Hoboken Land & Improvement
[Company for the waterfront prop-
lerty belonging .to the Hoboken
[Shore Line Railroad. The recom-
|mendaUon will not be passed upon
until President Coolidge has ascer-
tained the facts on Secretary

[Weeks proposal to sell the strip or
|iand.

Both Mr. Coolidge and the Secre-
tary are in Washington today, and

I it is believed here that the sale of
the tract will be one of the subjects
discussed at the Cabinet meeting.

I Dwight F. Davis, the Assistant
Secretary of War, made tho follow-

I ing statement today:
"The Board of Directors of the

I Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad
Company has transmitted to the
Secretary of War proposals for the
purchase of the waterfront prop-
erty, with the recommendation that
the highest and best bid in

laum of $600.000 bo accepted.
the

board pointed' out that tho best bid.I
Is $49,300 in excess of (he value as'
previously appraised by the direc-
tors of the corporation; is $69,300
higher than the valuation shown in
the records of the chief land valu-
ator of the Interstate Commerce
Commission for the Port of New
York District, and is $73,896 in ex-
cess of the book value of the
property.

"The board also transmitted a
proposal of the Port of New York
Authority for the purchase of the •
entire property, comprising both ' •
the water front and the railroad
properties, in the sum of $1,000,000
in thirty-year gold bonds of the
Port Authority, bearing 4 per cent.
Interest, for materials and supplies
on hand, bonds of the same de-
scription in the amount of inven-
tory thereof and for cash on hand
at the date of transfer, bonds of
the same description in such prin-
cipal amount as at 4 per cent in-
terest would be the equivalent of
4'/4 per cent return on the actual
cash. The Port of New York did
not submit a proposal for the wat-
erfront property alone.

"As previously announced, no ac-
tion will be taken on the bids until
the return of the Secretary of War,
as he has fifteen days in which to
accept or reject the bids.

It would be possible, it was ex-
plained today, to refuse all of the
bids made last Tuesday for the pur-
pose of reopening the bidding at a
later date in which other bidders
might participate.

Mr. Davis was asked to comment
on the statement of Julian A. Greg-,
ory contradicting his statement
that the waterfront property was'
now costing the taxpayers $40,000
0 $50,000 annually. Mr. Davis

read over Mr. Gregory's statement
and replied:

"Well, he says that we receive §5
revenue through rent. ,WB did, hut1*
the land is vacant now."



Mil OPEN BIDS
ON WATERFRONT

P R O P E R T Y
(Protest of Silzer Fails to Halt

Washington Decision But May
Reject All Bids

AS A COURTESY
TO PORT BODY

In spite of protests and pleas for
lielay by Governor Silzer, Governor
'Smith, and the officials of the New
York Port Authority, the War De-
partment in Washington yesterday
decided to go through with receiving
of bids today for the sale of the
water front property in Hoboken

! owned by the Hoboken Shore Line.
May Reject All Bids.

In the absence of Secretary Weeks,
who is en a vacation in New Eng-
land, Assistant Secretary of TVar
Davis decided to go through with
the plans for receiving bids today,
and to give Secretary Weeks oppor-
tunity upon his return to Washing-
ton In about a week to reject all the
bids received if he so desires.

Nothing will be lost to the protes-
Jtants by the refusal to cancel the
•receiving of bids, because Secretary
•weeks is not bound to accept any
of the offers upon his return to
Vashlngton. The bids are to be laid

aside until the Secretary's return
He prave assurance to Commissioner
Gregory ot the New York Port
Authority and General Ooethals at a
conference at the War Department
two weeks ago that he would per-
sonally consider all the bids received

I and would keep carefully in mind
[the great public interests rerved by
Ithe Port Authority in making any
"award.

Anticipated Pretest*.
V/ar Department officials stated

[that the protests made by Governor
JSilier and Governor Smith were not

calculated to change the plans of the
department, because the department
had anticipated, the. Port Authority
and the officials of New Jersey and,
New York would protest against the
sale long before the property was
advertised. In fact, they stated the
Port Authority had raised objection
to the proposed sale before the de-
partment first advertised it. •-•-••

The War Department takes the
position that it must have cash for
this Hoboken shore line property,
•which it believes it can obtain from
the Lackawanna Railroad or some
other bidder, and that real currency
will be far preferable to four per

Icent bonds of the New York Port
[Authority, which It considers more

•or less of a mythical corporation
*• Bids for the water frpnt property |

rill be opened in Hobokeh~ tnlsl
norning.

Only River Outlet
Ths Shore Road property for which u mew

bids will be received today, is y o r k Authority 7n exchange
assessed at $687,000 valuation by the f $1 ,000,000 in thirty-year
city. It i« the only outlet the Shore J J b o m j
Road possesses opening directly on «» , . , „ n,,^" ,

(secretary Weeks, on his return to
tne river. Washington yesterday, wrote a let-

. .. . . r . n ^ P " 1 t 0 1 ) < j W u t V a n Buskirk, chair-
runs directly under it, and acoqrdln»r™ttn oi ( h f ' 1 > o r t Authority, as fol-
to an agreement with the city al!lovv*: *
buildings constructed on the prop- War Department,
erty, whether warehouses, industrial_,. Washington, Aug. 29, 1924.
«i-»»- —»-->--• " " - ' - - " " • van Buskirk,

a courtesy to the Port of New York!
Authority In ordor that the Tori %
Authority might work out soirui
plan by which it could purchasd
the property on a fair basis to it
and fair also to the owners of the
property, the taxpayers of the:

United .States.
Recently a portion of the property,,

namely, thf waterfront lands, has,
become vacant, thus entailing in the'
future an additional loss to the tax-
payers in carrying the property. He-1
Sieving on competent disinterested
advice that this waterfront property

Secretary Explains in Let-
ter to Van Buskirk—
Says Bonds Are Worth
Less Than Cash Offer
Made, but Wants to Give
Congress Every Oppor-
tunity to Act.

Washington, Aug. 30.—
All bids recently made for
the waterfront property of
the Hoboken Shore Lino
Railroad will be rejected,
and the property will be held
by the War Department until
Congress has had an oppor-
tunity to act upon the Wads-
worth-Mills bi)l, which, if
passed, would enable the
Secretary of War to turn
over the railroad and the
land to the Port of New
Yk Ah DewJtt Van Buskirk

! PorT^uoforitv1 'T0 thn ?la,nS Of thell " W a s s t a t e d a t t h" W a r Uf iPa r

Ibid" t o r V h ^ o n ^ ' o n r ^ r ^ 1 0 ! ! ^ ' ^ 0 ^ ^ i tS r*P"ta had r.

if the desire of the War Department
;o co-operate with it, I am willing
.o reject these bids and to hold the
property until the close of the next
session of Congress in order to en-
able the Port Authority to work out
an acceptable plan for the acquisi-
tion of the property.

This action must not be construed J
In any way as an indication that I si
'consider the present offer of the Port fI
Authority as adequate and accept-11
able, or that I would accept it un-j
leas expressly directed by Congress j
so to do. I

Inasmuch as this action is based J
upon the statement by the Port off
New York Authority that, this!
waterfront property is essential toJ
the carrying out of their plans and|
as this opinion is not shared by
other competent authorities, T re.-l
quest that yon submit a brief atfl
our earliest convenience, giviry: thj

facts on which you base this
opinion.

Very truly yours,
JOHN W. WEEKS,

Secretary of War.
It was stated at the War Depart

[plants, or technical buildings, will be ,;, ,M o n-. .* . . . , uuimiiiA», will n©

[able to drain directly into the sewer.
1 The property offers sp]endjd_ facil-

kfa' for the docitinaTof ships, al-
ough a. new. pi*r i» needed there,
• present pier being In "disrepair.

> property directly north to the
poperty is the Fletcher ship yard*,

fhieh is owned by the Hoboken Land
Jt Improvement company, while that
to the sobth is owned by the Lacka-
ta<anha railway, go it is only natural
that both the Hoboken Land St Im-
provement company and the Lacka-
jvanna should be eager to acquire
the property, in spite of the pleading
if the Prtrt of New York Authority
that It bndly • needs the property to
Jyjni! i*< functions.

letter of August 25, 1924, regard-
ing the proposed sale of the water-
front property of the Hoboken
Manufacturers' Kallroad Company
received

„.„„.... ran nuHlilTK,
.'hnirman Port of Now York Au-

thority, H Broadway, New York
r.itv

~

. . , .^.u .ncu by the
of the corporation, is
than the valuation

in matter.
all

City:
My Dear Mr. Van •Your

As you arc aware, the War De-
Ipartincnt has been desirous of sell-
''n^ the Hoboken Manufacturer^1

tallroad Company property for
everaJ years. It has carried thn
roperty; ot ft dlaadvantiHfy'iiolely p.8

htahe? ?hanth . n ^Kl?i o n
t a * f

6 9 '?^ COOUDQB AND WEEKS CONFER fe
chief land valuator of the Interstate * Conversations with Secretary Weeks W
nf Mmer£e Con>mlssion for the Port °Clny " l a c l e U c e r t a i n t h a t h e will ^
of New York District, and is $73 8d6- W a l t f l e n s t u n t i l n e x t March t..
" excf s ot the book value of the p ; v e t h e H o l l s e o f Representatives ..

nn?nferth- ^ r o m a bu«!"ess stand! fhanre t 0 a c t o n the bill, which h
point, therefore, it would seem to be e e n ) ) a s s e d b v t h c Senate. At tl
•t good offer for fho «,„„„_*.. ° De same time. It Mt,r,^.vQH »>,„» . u . c .
••«. good offer for the property. same time, it appeared that the SetvZ , L ' " ' l n e Property. ».^...c „„„-, u nppearea tnat the Set
n / \ o u , r I e«er of August 25, 1924 1 ^ a r y w a s t l r e c l o f l h e de l«y over
protests against the sale of this p o r ' i ^ e m a t t e r a n t l wished to see it
for I Z p r ° l ) e r t v and renews your | d l l * O H e d o f Quickly,
former offer of $1,000,000 in thirty- I . t n l e s s t h e b i " i«

per cent.' bond's "of 'the Po'rt
— altered so thn t

Mr. Weeks to give thr-, e n t . bonds of the Po^t l i t s M r- Weeks to give
^ I r n , y f ° r t h e w h o I e Property | l i i n d t o <he Port Authority it is 1A
railroad as well as waterfront. These l n o m e a n s certain that he would do !

' / L ° U ! 1 ? S t i b l U]e h l '
_ . ._ , . . , nowJ iiuni. xnese

bonds are of unascertalnabJe market
value, presumably have no Intangible
assets behind them, except the prop-
erty which it is proposed to purchase
with them, and run at a rate of In-
terest less than the Liberty bonas
which could be retired by the ac-
ceptance of the cash offer. As com-
pared with the cash offer of $600,000
for the least valuable portion of the
Property, this offer ia obviously in-
dequate from a strictly business

viewpoint.
However, as a further act of I

lourtesy to the Port of New York
[Authority, and a further evidence I

he considered the offer ot
.. - Authority sufficient. As the

bill now stands it merely enables j
I the Secretary to make the transfer,
and he can do as he wishes about it.

Secretary Weeks hud a talk with
President Coolidge yesterday about
the proposed sale of the waterfront
property, and It is understood the
President told the Secretary to u.si-
his own Judgment. -



HOBOKEl
HOBOKEN NOW WANTS TO KEEP
!. SHORE LAND FROM PORT BOARD
City's Democratic Officials Break With Gov. Silzer, Who

Wants Port Authority to Get Tract—President to
Delay Decision for Congress Session.

That Hoboken through its City c o m -
mission headed by Mayor (iriflln, will
i t s e l f h iH > « • i i " ' " - • • - ' • - '

« .,..JU innmu u,v JIH; or urimn, wi
J itself bid for the Hoboken Shore Line
J Railroad property in order to rent it

K out for berthing of ships and thus
• j make it earn money for Hoboken, was

| the announcement this morning of
{City Counsel John Fsllon of Hoboken.
' Another development in connection

!

't.h this eontroxersy Is Ihe under-
Inding that President Coolldge who
ils his vacation at Pl>month. Vt..
Is afternoon and returns lo Was.h-
zlon, will cause Secretary of War
eeks to throw nut or hold in ahe\ -
,ce .ill the bids received for this
"ore front properly on Thursday and
t t h e i i ' h n l o r v > - n - - ' • ' - -

.mind that the sale of the proper ty
would f rus t ra te the comprehensive
p t l a t body h i

,.,.-,. J me inn cuinprenensive
port plan-which lhal, body has in con-
templation. Such is not the fact. The
property advertised for sale is not a
necessary appurtenance to Ihe project
of the Port Authority.

"If the railroads may be regarded as
a necessary adjunct to Ihe proposed
plan, said railroads could be ncquircd
by the Port Authority separate and
apart from ihe Hohoken shore front
property, which has been advertised
for sale. The •operation of the llo-
boken Shore Railroad is not in any
wise contingent upon the retention of
the property for sale, propaganda to
the contrary notwithstanding.

"The city of Hoboken is particularly
actuated in its opposition to the trans-
fer of the shore front property lo the

,"•• •••••:' •••"-'<;n;"'« ' 1 ' » " W or p o r t Authority because such ac
Ihe situation is that city counsel Fal- qulsition would, ipso facto, exempt
Ion and Ihe entire Hoboken City ad- s u c n property from local taxation,"
ministration, which is Democratic, is PORT AUTHORITY'S SIDE
n°^ -^ tM^LJ iyJ l ! l J ^^ : i J ^ I ' _ ™J_hi>i. i l u M a n G r p g o r y o f E s s e x , "member oi j
"<"-e rront controversy. Ihe Gover- the Port Authority today issued this

having taken the Port AnthnHtv-s S | a i P m oni w^fnn^;«~ fne course of the '

-Tore front proper ty nn Thursday anil
"ft the whole mat te r lie over until
Congress reconvenes in December.
This was ano the r tip given out by
Ihose in a position to know.

Not the feast in teres t ing feature of

, „« , . .n v.na rne properly
brought it grcfn rental of .*itf,0OO out
of which there were paid laxes of
f->9fii'2. At (he present lime the total I
rentals are reported lo be <?3">.28O,
which, afler paying laxes of approxi-
mately *30,000. 'will lea\e a balance
of ,f;">,?80.

"The prolits to Ihe Government
from the rentals* of the walerfronl,
properly have been applied toward
meeting the annual opera 11 us deficit
of Ihe Hoboken Manufacturers' Rail-
road."

In answer lo liis led-gram lo Presi-
dent Uoolidgu appealing from his de-
cision of Secretary of War Weeks

1 lo place on' sale yesterday a portion
iif Ihe Hoboken Shore Line Hnilrnad
property, (iovernor Silzer has receiv-

' I'd Ihe following letter -from C. I3as-
oom Slemp, secrelary to the Presi-
dent, dated Sunday ;it -Plymouth, Vt.: I

"Your telegram lo Ihe President is
received. The President will return |
to Washington about Thursday of this
week nnrl I doubt if I h.ive ;i chance |
to present the matter of '-our tele-
gram before then, as he will be away
tomorrow 'Monday)."

move ^haf aims" to" leTtho Port XV ~ ^ J ^ S S L ^ L ^ L J ^ ^
^ f t y gain control of this ,how iT™ a ? P VVar D w i«h t F-"0a^Ti*

')l in Hol.oken. r P ePO>'led by the press lo Ihe effect

ity's plans, is not used
of the railroad and

in a loss of between
> th

- - - =••'• >» out against H l n , ; , „

Port Authority which Sllzer de. • £ ^ . ^ „, ;( 10SS o r n e t w P P n

,'. K'., .,, „ .. „ 1*40.000 and fPoO.OOO a year to the Gov-
>\hile the Democratic Governor con. l e r n m e n l , is not aecurale.
uds that the Port Authority 1 . . r h . , . W i S | . , i n W o nr the States of
ilch now includes Julian r.resrnrv « > • ' ' " w18is>l.u<ires or the states or

• - icvv York and New Jersey and the
,,,,, ,,, Mi()p,irt. Mr Congress of the United States imposed

and the Democratic oily ad- upon the Port Authority Ihe duty of
i.migration contends that "the Port carrying out. the comprehensive plan
v:ihnrily has been spilling * lot of for the development of the port
•• .'Mk and ought not to be sustained of New Nork not only by creating
n ils efforts lo secure any part of pubjlc works but by preventing, so far
';<- Hohoken shore front." as possible, an aggravation of the con-
•lusl before Piewdent_CijoJM«e,Jeft dilions which now exist in Ihe port

•rv-mouth this afternoon ToF^Vasfi- d | s l | . j c t . A m o n g , n e s e i s t h p c o r l | r o |
;. iiiKton he let it be known that he n f ,,,„ N > u . ,„,.,„., ...,......»---. •
j would not permit the War Depart- ° - L J s y

„ «!.,.» «.." "--. projected sale
front property

Denies Coolid

?on -̂a"hingtoPn t E

f
t i n

ith<

s d u ^ l o m o ^ o w m S S ownership o r ^ ^ l ^ h e railroads
The Cal.inet, is to meet tomorrow Bur as a matter o/ tact, the water
.., noon and Secretary Weeks at that 'I0"1 P™WV u^ question has bee

Kin' m a v tal-r M ^ *^« — " "•- " S P f 1 ' " n " "may ..,.,
President.

up the matter with|

WANTS SHORE.

with the
road, and w

at least in .._,,,, „
-Jo»n Manufac turers Rail-
, if it is acquired by thej

Hoboken P r o T ^ T T i

Has Asked D^0M¥mm

Assistant Secretary of

_.„.. . . , M,,., nui, u u is acquirer! ny trie
" " " " " l : " ' **/ i^ is MiUKf,. Bport Authority be continued lo be

'Oily Counsel Pallon of Hobokenlused in part in connection with that
hvns asked this morning what heBrailroad- if Itie latter is likewise ac-
thinks of Governor Silzer's action i n l T ' l r e d by Ihe Port Authority,
l.-.king up the Port Authority side o f f "The specimen (ions of sale of the
the controversy. 1 Hoboken Shore Line Railroad which
j "I think," said Mr. Kallon, "that •contain a provision that the property

vernor Silzer has been misled byB;,. i... .i. • -• - • ••Jthe propaganda that thVPort Author I'8.l.'? b° fio1* SubJ"cl f 0 "VJ ™™'r»W
Illv has been spreading. There is n o | o f J n e , {"° tracks across the westerh
^doubt of the fact that no mutter I f " ! of 'P^ ^ ™« ''"'rn<"i Wnl v
, . . . • ,...a j . . . . 11 Bjjirrt'jiiiK. rriere is no

:|doubt of the fact that no matter
w h a t certain people might say, if the
•jPort Authoritv were lo gain control
,jof thai shor" '—"' ' " ' "

Jot Y and across Plot V. but
.that Ihe title to Ihe two tracks shall
remain in Ihe Hohoken Manufacturers'

prope
with

•,! would never gel any taxes on this
f valuable property. It is time thai Ho-

•;j boken's rights to realize taxes from
this valuable property be recognized.

! The Port Authority Board is try- \]ilti b P P n used" "in ".•on nee 1.1
I ing to grab power. It sponsored two operation of Ihe railroad,
ibllls at Trenton last, winter fhat were 'The information of the Port -Au-
so far reaching and amazing in their I horily Is thai the War Department
daring that the Legislature promptly is mil losing from if-iO.000 to $50,000
dropped the bills when 'their true « year In carrying the walerfron'
spirit was exposed. The Port An- jgggtBmmmmm** i •' • •
thority harbors a bunch of high sal-
aried officials who accomplish very
little for the ' large sums New York
and New Jersey are paying this
Board. The Port Authority's chief
business seems to be to spread a lot
of bunk and hand ft out by the whole-
sale. What Hoboken, no doubt, will
do will be to take steps to acfluire
for its own account the Hoboken
shore front property. Our city now
owns none of the valuable shore
front. Here is -an oportunity that
ought to be embraced. Hobqken could

J realize a substantial surri by renting
I out the shore property for ship berth-
I Ing purposes.

I "The Port Authority endeavors to
lereate the Impresion In the public,

r«j<-i. it was learned meaj
while that the Port Authority hi
offered the railroad $1,000,000 for bol
the railroad and the waterfront proj

<? »T xs7 i ¥¥ Among three other bids opened .
Says JNO Word Has (he War Department, however, tl
p . f t m Prpawl^nl Jn nicest offered $000,000 for the pro]
r r o m r r e s i a e m ine,. ty a!onC| anii it ,vatt COntended by e

Water-Front Controversy! P" ts ^at tjlt" '"£road
A

 is
u

worth mUli
•'more than $500,000, A sharp contrl

————— vtrsy has resulted, with letters of prl
test, of one nature or another, sent f
the War Department by Govern]
Smith and Governor Silzer nnd nunip

/-»• ¥ T n r i , c iioua civic and business organization
City Urge8 Weeks to >e l | Rawing its protests again.-: ,

Onlv to TnvnavfV No l s a l e of t h e waterfront property of tl
UUiy IO l a x p a y e i , i^"" H o b o k e n Manufacturers' Railroml Ced
to t he P o r t Author i ty pany, owned by the United States gi

eminent, the Port of New York A
: thoritv disputed the assertion of t

'""" T * ' , ^ U « ^ ««'™,'» rri'"""'H i War Department that the covenjm
WASHINGTON, Aug. 27.-The W a & I0"1."* ,f;^>.?4?^00 '" $ M l ° a

Departmeilt Gelsr

, ..MB. i.,.--ine « a ^ j . e a r Dy leaving the lots vacant.
Oepni'tment -received from the direct „ . , . „ t>
tors of the Shore Line Railroad a P o r t A « t h o r » y R f n e w s I > r o t e s t

Hoboken to-day a brief report sum-? - ' i ' l i a n A- Gregory, acting chain)
mari/.ing the bids which were'opened of HIP Port Authority, said his infor:
yesterday there for the water front tion was that the government it
property', the sale of which has lieenceiving rentals for the property wh
protested by Governor Silzer and Gov-leave a prolt after all taxes %re pi
ernor Smith. The complete bids ;ire tijHe said- that in 1923 the prone
be forwarded later. i brought a gross rental of $63,900,

The Acting Secretary of War. Mr, which $29,612 was paid out in iaj
Davis, denied the report that President The present rentals, it was se.idj
Coolidge had asked for information on $35,280 and the taxec apnroximatl
the Hoboken sale and that full details$30,000. . . L
of the transaction would be submitted Mr. Gregory also reiterated the I I
to him. Mr. Davis said that no word Authority's contention tfiat the prl
of any kind had come from the Presi-prty is essential in its plans for II
dent on the Hobokeii sale. He added development of "
that no action would be taken on " ;

bids until Spi'iot"*— -* " r

I of the railroad were inaccurate, pom
ing out that two tracks cross the wes
orly end of Plot Y and also cri*
Plot V. '



'ROTEST SIIZER MADE
'0 COOLIDGE BLOCKS
SALE OF WATERFRONT

can bt taken for granted, thougrh,
that the plan sponsored by Mayor
Patrick R. Griffln and Counselor Fal-
lon. to have the city acquire, the
property, has received added impetus
through Secretary Weeks' decision.
I It is their plan for the city to buy
the property according to its assessed
valuation which is considerably over
the price, $600,000, offered by the
Hoboken Land & Improvement Com-
pany, the highest biM«r in the three

-bids Just rejected.

lUovernment Will Continue Own-

ership of Shore Road Proper-

ty Till Next March Pending

Passage of Law to Permit Port

"This amount is $49,300 in excess
ot the valuation as appraised by the
directors of the corporation, is $69,300
higher than the valuation;, of th«
chief land valuator of the interstate
commerce commission for the Port of
New fork district," and is $7S,srs in

. . . n T i t i 1 excess of the book value of the prop-
Authority to DUy It—nODOken erty. From a business standpoint.
_. , iv7-ii r< • i— i therefore, it would seem to be a good
Chamber WiULontinue right offer for the property.
' n r n • r ' i "Y our letter of August 25, 3924,.
to Prevent Its Being LXempteel protests against the sale of this por-*'

. • ••---'• tion of the property and renews you/-
From Taxat ion , former offer of $1,000,000 in 30 yeai.-a

four per cent bonds of the Port A ' j -
i. i i •• . . thority for the whole property,

r . roads, as well ag waterfront.

WILL ASK STATE AND
NATIONAL

I By Aesodf ted Press.

no intangible assets behind them
cept the property which it is
posed to purchase with them, and
run at a rate of interest less thrm the
Liberty bonds which could be "retired

Wflsriinatnn Ano* 9Q ^ P C J b ? t h e acceptance of the cash, offer.
wasmngton, Aug. ̂ y.—bee- Â g c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e c a s n a f f er of

jretary Weeks today rejected 5600,000 for the least valuable portion
hirl nf «fi<V) OOC\ r n ido r>v,o( t h e property, this offer is ob-
ma ot i()buu,uuu maae rjy;iv]0USlJP l n a d e ( l u a t e f r o m a

'the Hoboken Land and Im-'business viewpoint.
l: nrnvemonf Primnamr +"ni* +VIA' "However, as a further act of cour«
provement company 101 tne t 0 tte P o r t ot N e w T o r k a u t h o r .

I Waterfront properties Which (ty and a further evidence of the de.
the War Department recently; sire of the war Department to

I advertised for sale. ., opiate with it, 1 am wiiiin* to *
Secretary Weeks announced,

[that the Government's owner-
I ship over both the railroad and
[waterfront properties at Ho-
Iboken would be continued until
jnext March. Efforts will be*
Iraade at that time to get legis-
lation through Congress au-
thorizing the War Department

|to accept bonds issued by tha
"tort of New York Authority in

[[payment for the properties.
[Existing law does not permit
lacceptance of securities of this
Icharacter.

The Secretary's decision to reject
I the bid was reached after a confer-
lence with Assistant Secretary Davis
I and was communicated by him to
(President Coolidge, to whom Gover-
Jnor Silzer of New Jersey and Now
I York state authrrities had appealed
I to have the sale delayed.
f The War Department later mafla
ipublic Secretary Week's letter ad-
dressed to Dewitt Van Bushirk.
Ihalrman, Port of New York Author-
ity. The letter said, in part:

"As you are aware, the War De-
artment has been desirous of sell-

ftng the Hoboken Manufacturers
! Railroad Company property for sev»|
j eral years. It has carried the prop-
erty at a disadvantage solely as a
courtesy to the Port of New York

reject
hese bids and to hold the property

until the close of the next session of
Congress, in order to enable tbye Port
Authority to work out an acceptable
plan for the acquisition of the prop-
erty. This action must not be con-
strued in any way as an indication
that I consider the present offer of
the Port Authority as adequate and
acceptable, or that I would accept i
unless expressly directed by Con-
gress so to do.

Will Demand Taxes
When the news of the rejection o'£

the bids was conveyed to the Hobo,
ken Chamber of Commerce by Th»
Hudson Dispatch last night, Manage;
A. W. Coffin said that the rejection
would give the chamber opportunit
to take steps to safeguard Hoboken,
and other parti of New Jersey
New York 'from the possibility • o;
having property exempt from taxa^
tlon by the Port Authority.

The matter of possible tax exemp-
tion being given the Port Authority
on properties it will acquire is"
matter of deep interest not alone i
Hoboken, but in other municipalities.

The Hoboken Chamber of Com-
merce, Mr. Coffin paid, will taki
steps to have this point settled, one'
and for all, by having bills introduce
in the New York and New Jerse
Legislature, and in. Congress, specif!
eal!y getting forth that property
taken over by the Port Authority
•shall pay taxes, and shall not be
exempt from taxes.

While the Port Authority has in-
dicated that it will not ask for tax

RAIL PROPERTY
BIG MENACE TO

CITY^S FUTURE
Hoboken Homes in
Danger if Port Au-
thority is Success-

ful, Warning.
That the City of Heboken faces

financial ruin and obliteration as a
residential city if thn Port of New
York Authority is allowed to pur-
chase the 'Shore Koad property on
the Hobokeii waterfront and to
the big .slice of existing property
exeirlpl from taxation is greatly
feared as Ihe result of the latest
efforts of that, organization lo pre-
vent the advertised sale of the
Shore Koad property.

Whihf the Secretary of War lias
refused to interfere Hi is does not
preelude the Port Authority from
making a bid for the property, and
i/i view of the attitude of that body
in refusing to consent to legislation
imposing taxes the people of Hobo-
ken should understand its future ia
at stake. declared Corporation
Counsel John -4. Kallon today.

As 11 matter of fact the Port
Authority announced affix' its re-
quest that the sale be withdrawn
was refused by the Secretary of
War, that it will make a bid for the
property and will submit with its bid
a memorandum pointing out why it
should be given the preference even
if its bid is lower than other com-
petitors.

If this and similar property is re
moved from the tax list the question
is asked, What will become of Hobo-
ken citizens and property owners?
The tax rate for future years would
be such that property could not con-
tinue to be used for residential pur-
poses, and landlords eould not ex-
pect to obtain tenants at the rents

meet

m0c3XBKtr
the cost Of carrying Ilie property
and allow for investment.

The Port Authority lias repre-I
sented that the future of this com- j
paratively small piece of property!
in not a local question but Is ofj
importance to Ihe entire country.

Why should Hoboken, small (er- 1
ritorial community that it is, bear
the brunt of tfW' burden that will!
result from the removal of the ;
property from the taxation lists ITS
it falls Into' the ownerahip of tho j
Port Authority.

Hoboken already suffers heavily I
from exemption from taxation tol
the tune of $25,000,000 of property!
valuations. How much more of this!
onerous burden must and can Hobo-1
ken stand in order to serve the in-1
terests of the entiro country is t he |
question being asked.

Between the Shipping Board, t he '
Port Authority and Stevens Institute, i
and like institutions which consist!
largely of property in Hoboken ex-f
ernpt from taxation, the city is be-
ing placed in a position which will)
eventually ruin it financially, it is*
declared. •

If the situation is to be saved the j
Chamber of Commerce and other
civic interests must aroused from [
tluir legarthy and take drastic ac-.f
tlon to combat the Port Authority!
which is insiduously eating into its i
very vitals, is the solemn warning'
issued by those who are alarmed at
what is taking place.

It is realize^! that this is not a
matter for theViy officials alone lo
be alarmed at, as it^ affects the]
e;itire community, net only Hobokei. '
but the County unii State as w,;
because what is removed from t;i9J
Hoboken tax ratabjes affnets tin; j
County, and Siate a!ii;e.

Since 191S redress has been'
sought from Congress for Hoboken, |
but Senators and Congressmen alike
have accomplished nothing to ro-1
lleve the city of what has been
termed "robbery" 0/1 the part of ihe ]
government.

The machinations of the Shipping!
Board in holding on to the former!
German piers in Hoboken, their ab-J
solute refusal to help the city and!
the city interests in t*»> matter ofa
granting pier space which they dof
not now use to the North German I
[jjloyd Shipping Company, is cited!
as a warning of what is about toj
follow.

To prevent further injustice tol
Hoboken drastic action must bel
taken at once, and strong represen-l
tatlons should be made to see that!
the Shore Rnllroad property is soldi

Authority, in order that the Port exemption on the Shore Railroad,
Authority might work out some plan Hoboken and other taxing district*
by which it eo:Hd purchase the prop- will feel much easier if the matter is
erty on a fair basis to it and fair put into statute law, so there can, be

I also to' the owners of the property, no change in that policy. .
j cbetaxpayers of the United States. . City .Would Buy Land

"Recently a, portion of the prop-
t erty, namely the water front lands,
j has become vacant, thus entailing in
I the future an additional loss to the
I tax payers in carrying the property.
iBelievelng on competent disinterested
(advice that this water front property
Els not essential to the plans of the
JPort Authority, I called for public
bids for this portion only of tho prop-
»rty—the highest bid received \wm%

IseOQ.OOO cash.

Corporation Counsel John J. Fal-
lon, Sr., could not be found «t hii
home, last night, when the Dispatch
man called. It in known, however,
that the city government • snd the
Chamber' of Commerce tre in close
harmony in their Joint determlnatidtj
to prevent the water-front property
in question to fall into the hands of
the Port Authority on a non-faxpay-
'ing basis.
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$600,000 is in Excess of Appris-
ed by $49,300, Department of

War is Told

fffe. Aug.
\ittt-M /Of the board of' . . . .
th» Hftr-fifcih-' Manufacturers' HOT-
r&tl/«>mjj*ny that the bid of $600,-

The board also transmitted to the
department a proposal of the Port of
New York Authority for the pur-
chase of the entire property, com-
prising both the water front and the
railroad properties in the sum of
J!,000.000 in thirty year gold bonds
of the Port Authority.

No Word to Silzer
Sea Girt, Aug. 28.—It was said at

the home of Governor Georgia S. Sil-
zer late today that no word had been
received from President Coolldge rel-
ative to the gale of the Hoboken
Shore railroad since Monday, when
Governor Silzer received an acknow-
ledgement of his request that the
sale be delayed. Monday's telegram
contained no statement beyond the
acknowledgement.

Misconceptions concerning the sale
of the water front property owned » e i , e u / a r n » n a r t m e n t fnr
by the Hoboken Shore Road, are ex- flSKS War Ueparimeni TOr
pected to be cleared up by a state-
ment on the Situation which is sched-
uled to be issued today, by the Ho-
boken Chamber of Commerce.

A meeting of the board of directors
of the Chamber of Commerce, was
held yesterday, at which three mem-i <
bers, Counselor Dougal Herr, W i l l i a m ! D l n e nnr-MCn VCCTCDnAVA. D, Evans, president of the CodperlBIDS OPENED YESTERDAY
Hewitt Electric Company, and!
Walter CU/.I--1-- • ••

OF HOBOKEN LAND

on Proposed Disposition
of Shore Property.

300 of >he Hoboken Land and Im-
provement company for the purchase
of the waterfront property be ac-
septed by the Secretary of War wag
received today by acting Secretary
Dwight Davis.

Seefetary Davis said, however,]
:hat no action would be taken by him'
3n the bids until Secretary Weeks,
nho is now spending a vacation in
N>w Hampshire et t W

>00 oH*r Hoboken Land a d* S&I' y » t V r ^ U ^ » c " ' ^ I ™lOn

provement company for the purchase Prise bv s t ^ , n i ^ 0 " * i d * r a b l e "«r-
Highest Cash Offer, $600,000,

Made by Hoboken Land and

Improvement Company.

t H
,r.gton.gon.

Mr. Da"is added that he had not
eceived any wod f P

j wemeu considerable sui"'
prise by stating that the City.of Ho-
boken would like to acquire the prop-
erty in question and derive revenue
from it by renting it for ship berth-
ing- purposes. N

City Seeks Property. [ ILACKAWANNA DOES NOT BID
It was already well known that,the ||

city is opposed to the property —
to the Port «' •"— - - •Is now spending a vacation in t 0 the Port of New T O H T T 1 ' . ^ 1 " *

Hampshire, returns to Wash- *£»«, , t h / u S ^ g $*^>

L . * !S a M * d t h a t h» ha<J not i B u t nothing had h«n ,1,naulon

Efm M *?y WOrd f r o m PrwMent ab°"t Hobokeni g e t t w t h t d befor<

fc°» £.**»_ P-rnor Si!zer, The city »•/. »uS|Tt ^

because of the uncVrtaint f U y I ' ~
Bu^nothTng u

h
n / / ^ a c o n ^ ' o ' S K t Authority Renew. Its Proposal

New Jersey, had protested the
le of the property.

Complied With Terms
the land company's bid was mads
Her terms .laid down by the War
•partment when it advertised the
merty for sale and which com-

ade
bidding.

to Pay $1,000,000 in'4 Per

Cent. Bonds.

i* Special to The New York Timet*
PLYMOUTH, Vt., Aug. 26.-President

M Coolldge today took cognizance of the
LV .or saie and which mm 9 th« ~nl~S*""iy ol ODtAininf taxes'from {protest telegraphed to him by Governor
^ l ^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V S ^ ^ ^ } ^ »«med|Sl.zer of New .T«r.» asking for post-'
r r u i o r f t h » « • » — . . - • - . - • - ._._ of the Hobolten

Shore line. He ordered the War De-
partment to send him all the data on the

the offers received!|or reject
I 15 days.

I
board of directors of the rail-

company told Secretary Davis
he bid was $49,300 in excess of
alue of the water front prop-
is appraised by the directors of
|orporation; $69,300 higher than
aluation shtfwn in the records
I chief land valuator of the In-
Ite Commerce Commission for
prt of New York district, and
* in excess of the book value

taxed t h e

t W tOta!k a"oUtthe property for the
a "o U t

rty for the

side. you

SMIWSBI
sin IN SALE

ifiKlirM Cash Offer $600,000.

Only $600,000 cash was offered by the i
[highest bidder for the waterfront prop- ! |
lerty of the Hoboken Shore Line Rail- j
road, which the Port Authority, Gover- |
nora Smith of New York and Silzer of j. i
New Jersey, the Merchants' Association [/
and a score of leading business organ- j
izations and individuals tried to induce ;
Secretary of War John W. Weeks to i
withdi-aw from the market, if not per-J
manently, at least for six months. The t |
highest cash bid was made by the Ho- ! |
boken Land and Improvement Oompai >

The Port of New York Authority >-•-
newed Its bid of $1,000,000. to be pair] in
Its thirty-year 4 per cent, gold borMs.
The other bidfl and bidders were $575,nno
cash by William J. Kohl- of 143 Liberty
Street, New York City, and $440,000, ,'fo
per cent, in cash, with balance accord-
ing to terms of sale, by the Frank In-
dustrial Realty Company of Hoboken.

The Delaware, Lackcwanna and West- I
ern Railroad Company, which repeatedly ,
has been reported to have offered the
War Department $1,000,000 for the prop-
srty. did not appear as a bidder, and j
William H. Truesdale, President of the
Lackawanna, declined to gay whether or
not the company had acted through a

[dummy. Regarding the reported $1,000,-
•nn0 offer by the Lackawanna he 9ld say :

"It's all- bunk. We have ncvei made j
iny offer at that figure."
Mr. Truesdale then declined to eay
rhat figure had been named in the offer
if the Lackawanna previously made,
>ut he intimated that $1,000,000 was a |
rreat exaggeration.

According to Mr. Truesdale the Lack-
iwanna had not planned to make an
jffer for the property until it was prac-
tically requested to do so. Mr. Trues-
,iale did not remember who • extended
the invitation.

"Some man came to jee ug and asked
is to make an offer forvtiie property,"
le said, referring to a period" that ante-
lated the official advertisement of tiis
;omlng sale of the property. "I don't
recall his name, and I don't know
whether he was sent by the Secretary of
Var or not."

offer of the Hoboken Land and.
/ement Company is only 10 per

cent, of the estimate of the value o
the property marie by Governor
loot S . I . . - 1 - . ^

v^n a

Ko Decision on Bids Announced.
In an official statement Issued yester-

matter be ̂ m i ^
Department and Congress further

the proposal to soil it to
of New York Authority.

(New
. . •"•""" ' I OCI

urgent Message to Sec
retary Weeks.

Albany, N, Y.,
| ponement for six
'sale by the War Di
waterfront property of
Shore Line Railroad
Governor Smith in a t
Secretary of War Weeks

The property,
pointed out, If
portion of the warcrfront not now

p r i \ . i i > >••"> ) ' , "" u r g e d

Into private
tho solution of the terminal and
waterfront problems of this port,
to say nothing of injuring' future
defense programs.

""" seems to be no reasonable?
such action, especially as

„ a cash deposit
ofl wnn a bid, entirely preclude the

Port Authority from participating.
.-.o~u i,yi "You expressed entire willingness

telegram t o ' t o s e " a " t n o property to the Port
Authority If Congress would enable
you to accent (to " " " ^

^..^u, uui, ui Kuurne, mis would not
r - »..u^^.i.j "us mciuaea in n-H Interfere with the presidential action,
jthe negotiations with your depart- .,m w h a t t h e P r o s l d e n t evidently
ment and In the Congressional legia-1 .
latlon. Nor is there any doubt that
it has such strategic importance
that once having been held !>y a
public agency, it should continue to
be* so held, and not allowed to pnss
intn nri.ro*- hands, thus retarding

"•• «"5 uaia on m e
subject and tried to get In touch with
Secretary Weeks, who is at his home in
Lancaster, N. H.

C. Bascom Slemp, Secretary to (he
President, said that Mr. Coolidge had
not ordered the sale postponed Hej
thought that the War Department mi,
wait a' few days, if possible, befo.=
opening bids, until .the President had
been made acquainted with the facts.

Action Awaits Works's Return.
Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2O.-Dwight F.
|Davls, Assistant Secretary of War,

through THE NEW YORK TIMES
tonight that President Coolidse
3d upon the protest of Governor

against the sale of the. Hoboke* *" TBent- t h e board went Into
- - Line and had asked for the fact* ^ f ™ f o r the purpose of considering •

,-. the case. No information On the wa t f l ^ J bJd8 a n d m a k l "S recomme^datton ? P>
|ter had reached the War Department. T * f Secretary of War re,aTive ihZf &

It waa understood here that the b M * ^ 1 " 0 " a s to the acceptance of ° J
rare opened in New York, as had Vkn'^jL f t h e ™^™ of any or all bM 1
- - * " J - ' - • would not •wl*,bc'•nnounced later."

0 P e " e d a n d

— - . ..„.««.£». oijuwiuy ut-^irea
was that! the property be not finally dls-

Iposed of until he had been advised of the
circumstances.

Nothing will be done about the matter
until Secretary Weeks returns at the
end of this week.

have

nwlM
L, H e o n 'y «

^-* I r
A u «horl t y

•° comment on »„•
'hat members (,f

c t e d an evident willingnes
and was only prevented from com-
pleting its action by the time limit
of the session."



fOPERTY NOT PART
OF SHORE RAILROAD

jHarrlson S. Colburn, the export,
lose specialty is analyzing com-
|rc(al and industrial problems of
Fation, in a -latement to the Jer-
f~- Observer, hays the two parcels

property offered for pule are not
i actual part of the Shore Rail-

Id, although held by the Shore
"ad. it Is these two parcels and

I ho roail tiiat is to be sold, ht
Jtes, to correct what he regards as

fiious mistake." His statement
[lows:

[A rather .serious mistake, or a
f'torUon of facts, in thjp matter of

(•I two parcels of property in
iboken, has led Governor Smith
appeal, unnecessarily, to flecre-

[ry of War Weeks to stop the sale
the Shore Haijroad property in

lihokon.
|'As the Hoboken iihor.e Railroad
1ms a part of tin- Port Authority
In in connection with the pro-
led Belt Line, No. 13, its sale
Iild naturally excite interest to a
fislderable extent, and the business
l)lic at large.
[The Hoboken Shore Railroad is
fi' to be sold next Tuesday, Au-

J'Two parcels of property in Ho-
|ken that have nothing to do with
3 actual railway property are to
sold. One parcel is 190 feet in

j|th, and run-' 1,2 70 feet from
llson street, Hoboken, to the
|head line in the Hudson River.
I second parcel Is a triangle, con.
I'njf Hhtiiit :'.1,0011 square fee! nf

l i

l.-nid iif.H Hudson and Eleventh
streets, with no waterfront.

"It is difficult to see how these
two pieces of property ate necessary
to the operation of the railroad, and
even a cursory examination of the
physical property will give ample
evidence of this statement.

"i'rior to 1917 these two pieces of
property were owned by the same
people who owned the stock of the
railroad company, but w«?re not used
.n the general operation of the I-IJII-
rtad. When tlie War Department
decided that it vas necessary to buy
the stock of the railroad company,
the owners insisted that their real
estate holdings ulso be taken over.
Slnc,a»the War Department has been
operating the railroad, the property
vhlch it is proposed to sell has not
been found to be essential in the
operation of the railroad. The sale
of this property will in no way in-
terfere with the operation of Belt
Line No. 13.

"Any purchaser of this property
would find it impracticable to con-
struct thereon a modern steamship
terminal, because of insufficient
width.

"The Hoboken Manufacturers'
Railroad has heretofore found it de-
sirable to sell some of its other real
estate holdings not needed in the
operation of the railroad, and the
sale of the property in question is in
line with its policy to dispose of
surplus properv.

"This explanation is made
through my familiarity with the
facts, and for no other purpose than
to straighten out facts that have
been badly distorted, which distor-
tion has not alone misled Governor
Smith, but has nlso apparently mis

tho public, a t large."

E 1 0 ACI
ON HOBOKEN SAL
ment for Data on Water-

front Railroad Property.

f<300,000 Cash 1» Bid for Hobokrn
Railroad Property.

Three bids were opened yesterday
by the Board of Directors of the Ho-
boken Manufacturers' Railroad Com-
pany for the waterfront property
which Secretary Weeks lias been
urged by several civic organizations

President AskS War Depart-' to reserve for the Port Authority.
' The bids received were $575,00n
j cash from William .7. Kohl. No. 143

Liberty Street; $fi00,000 cash from
the Hoboken Land and Improvement
Company, No. 1 Newark Street, Ho-;
boken, and $440,000, of which 30 per

Special Despatch to The VVrorld
PLYMOUTH, Vt., Aug. 24.—Presi-

dent Cooltdge has directed the War
Department to supply him ,with the
facts concerning the proposed sale of

| the Hoboken Shore Line Railroad
S property, upon which bids requested

y to-day.
The action of the President Indi-

Scates that no salo will be consum-
I mated, regardless of the blddin?, un-
less he is satisfied with Secretary
Weeks's action. Georgre S. Sllzcr of

I New Jersey telegraphed President

cent, was in cash and balance, ac-
cording to the terms of the sale, from
the Frank Industrial Realty Com-
pany. Kislakc Building, Hoboken.
N- J.

The waterfront property, taken by |
the War Department during tlio war. •
ha-s been desired for some time by the

iv.

toy Secretary Weeks were to be closed P o r t Authority. A bill providing for*
the transfer of the land passed the
Senate in the last session of Congress,
but was not considered in the House.
Secretary-Weefoi hxs been asked not
to act on the recommendation of the
owners until both the Senate and the
House have acted on the bill.

An offer of $1,000,000 in thirty year
ld b d f h

IOLIDGE TO
C ON SALE OF |

i . . . . . , 'sold bonds for the capital stock th" i
Coolldg-e Saturday protest.ng agalnst | l P a w h o I d a n d . p Hoboken!
the closing of bids and referring t o ^ , , , , ^ , , , , . , ^ . ViU-oad U '

jthe propo*d sale as "another Tea L'otiwh,cli l n r l u d C K Ulr, w a t e r f r o n tiDome." !cr«y. but not the back lots, was made

wight P. UavTsTA^ihtunl Secretary
of War, in Washington today said I
that while bids had been opened in
Hoboken yesterday, as had been ex-j
pooled, this would not Interfere with I
the Presidential action, for what ihej
President evidently desired was tnatj
the property be, not finally disposed
of until lie'had been advised of the
circumstances.

Nothing will be done about the mat-
.jler until Secretary Weeks relurns to
i Washington at the end of this week.

Only $600,000 cash was offered by
the highest bidder for the waterfront
property of the Hoboken Shore Line I
Railroad, which thp Port Authority,!
Governors Smith of New York and

!cr«y. but n
Following receipt of protests Presi-,yeRt f , rday b y tbc , ,or , A u U l 0 r U T , ,

dent Coolidge attempted to get lntt!offer h a d been previously made to tlio
| communication by telephone wlth igec re ta ry, Of
j Secretary Weeks, who is at his sum-j—
jmer home near Lancaster, N. H. I t |
I is not, known whether Mr. Coolidgel
I talked with his War Secretary. H^^^^^^^^g^^BHlK

>ecision on Yesterday'
i d s Before President

lakes Investigation.
bpe that Hobokenjs Shore Unef
erty, whloh the Port Authority

Its to presprvs for the public- In I o v e r n s
IieetJerj with connecting railroarf Sllzer of New Jersey, the Merchants1

belt line plans ight t b J A s s o c l a t i o n a n d a s c o r e o f l r? d l l lBf belt line plans might yet be save
i revived today when it was an

ynoed that President Coolidge ha
ieA to act. The President, it

hag been stlrwd up by Gov.
|'« telegram warning the Presi-
Ito shut the deor against another
IPot Dome,"
Wrimt Coolidge, in Plymouth, Vt.,

fftken cognizance of the protest
iphed to him by Governor 5

Association and a score of trading
business organizations and Individ-

rom

(J
[Silzer Tells Coolidge Sale of

Shore Line Like Teapot Dome
w.

p y g ilzr
ttst Saturday had asked for nost-
»nt of the sain of iho Hoboken
Iliup. He ordered the War Do-

market, if not, permanently, at least
for six months. Thp highest cash bid
was made by the Hoboken Land and |

! Improvement Compa/iy.
The Port of New York Authority

renewed Its bid Of $1,003,000, to be
paid in its Ihirty-year i per cent, gold
bonds. The other bids and bidders
were $575,000 rash by William J. Kohl
of 143 Liberty Street. New York City,
and $440,000, 30 per cent, in cash, with

| President Asked to Cancel Sale
Ordered by Secretary Weeks

For Tomorrow

••nt to send him all the data on balance according to terms of sale.
pbject and tried to get in touch; by the Frank Industrial Realty Com-
fsecretary Weeks, who is a t ^ J s ; p a n y of Hoboken.
3 in Lancaster, N. MH. / The Delaware, Lankawanna and
Bascom Slemp, secretary to the! Western Railroad Company which fe-

lident, said that Mr. Coolidge liail1 peatedly had been reported In have
"ordered the sale postponed, bulJnfferPd the War Department 81,000,000
5 will certainly be no'action on j for the properly, did nof appear as a
oids received yesterday until tin1 ij bidder, and William II. Trupsdalc.
Bdent shall have had full oppor- President of the Larkawmina, declined
fy to hear the protests from nil

JS.

case thp President permits tin-
of the Hoboken Shore Line prop-
I to private Interests, such sale
be made an issue in the Denio-
| campaign in New Jersey, accord-

the plan of Mayor Hague and
I Democratic leaders.

today to say whether or not llir> com-
pany had anted through a dummy.
Regarding the reported $1,000,000 offer
by the Lsekawanna he did say:

"It's all bunk. We have never made |
any offer at that figure."

Ouuu

ILO STOP SALE
OF WATERFRONT

le City Club, of New York, In
•ter to Secretary of War Weeks,
Itontshed that that Cabinet offl-
Lhould take any steps to protect
(lty of Hoboken against the ac-

of property by the Port of
fork Authority. That, in so
Words, Is the purport of a
|thls New York organization

jed with Secretary Weeks
Ills decision not to interfere
j sale of property advertised

Hoboken Manufacturers
Company * - +h° Mile-

cover that the proposed terms ofj
sale have been so framed as tol
prevent the Port Authority froml
even putting In a bid. It has been!
made a condition that each bidl
be accompanied by a large cash!
deposit, whereas, as you know, the!
proposal of the Port Authority!
never contemplated a cash pur-f
chase.

"The property In question, though F
not extensive, Is a public resource!
of great Importance. Even though"!
it may now be costing the Govern-f
ment something to hold it, as often!
has been the case with public re-1
sources, its deliberate transfer tol
private interests would be subject |
to just condemnation.

"We, therefore, regpectfully urge!
that the sale of the waterfront I
property of the Hoboken Shore!
Line Railroad, advertised to take I
place on August 26th, be either can-!
ceied or postponed for six months, I

d i g consideration by Congress [
©vital .policies involved."

Special to The Hudson Dispatch.
Sea Girt, Aug. 24.—"We do not

want another Teapot Dome," Gover-
nor S.lzer told President Coolidge in
a telegr m yesterday sent to the
President at Plymouth, Vt., request-
Ing the National Executive to over-
rule the decision of Secretary of War
Weeks ordering sale of property
owned by the Hoboken Shore Line
Railroad in Hoboken.

Attention Is called by Governor
Silzer to the fact that the railroadc
have already acquired more of the
waterfront along the Hudson river
than they should ever have been al-
lowed to, while the State find Its
municipalities .ire suffering; from
lack of shore facilities. The Gov-
ernor ,s anxious that the Port of
Xew York Authority shall secure

I possession of the Hoboken Sho.-e Line
as part of the Bi-State development.

] plans laid out. >
Rlghta of tho public, the Governor,

I told the President, are paramount to1

I those of the railroads. He says, also,!
I the Federal Government, which, with
New Jersey «nd New York, helped
constitute the Port Authority, should
co-operate with the States .nstcad of;

[hamperins them.
The Governor also notes that the

policy of the Federal Government has
been exercised detrimentally against

•Now tne property I... under thel
order of the Secretary of War, to bel
«old and so turned over to the ra!-J
roads, notwithstanding that it would
he possible to co-operate with the
two sovereign States through the'
Port of New Vork Authority and thus |
aid in the development of the Port |
of NPW York and restore the prop-
erty to the tax ratable?.

Public Interest Paramount
"In our State we cannot see why*)

the public interest should be tmdj
secondary to the railroad interest^

"We believe that tlie public-
rights paramount to those of
railroads, thnt the time has cij
when railroad monopoly of'ijur
minals and waterfront should Cf

"We bellove that the National Gov-
ernment should co-nperafe with the I
other derirtments of government and
especially one created, by the Con- [
gress itself.

"Since nil nppe.'ils to the Secretary
of War h.T.'e been unnvnilin.i F am
now appenlln? to you on hphalf i<!
thp citizens of New Jersey to iavn .
our waterfront from further rii.lrond
monopolization.

"We do not want another Teipov
Dome. ;

"Very truly your.*,
"GEORGE P. SILZKR.

"Governor."
In a talk today, Governor Silzer.

accentuated thp point that any
waterfront property now available
for public use should not he allowed
to pass into possession of private*
corporations.

Sale Is of Two Paresis
The sale against which Governor

Silzer protests ha* been pet by See-
the city of Hoboken by keeping v:ilu- r^iry weeks for next Tuesday. Thp

I able property out of the tax ratables.i property affected consists of two
Governor's Message i parcels. One .s a strip inn feet wide

The telegram of Governor Silzer; running from the pierhead line
was as follows:
••My dear Mr. President:

"I desire to appeal to you from the
decision of the Secretary of War, by
whoso action, d.recting the sale of
part of the property of the Hoboken
Shore Line Railroad, the $Utes of
New Tork find Xew Jersey will be

[deprived of proper port development,
! "For a number of years the city of
' Hoboken has been deprived of its
i share of taxes by tho fiction of the
j War Department in holding this

V.mut 1,3(10 feet inland; the other is,
•i triangular plot- ne.ir Hudson and ;
Ij'pventh street. Hobnken.

The Port of New York Authority ;
regard." the former parcel especially :
A3 Of JmporUnce in cc-nnpeUgr,
the development of its prop
l.ne, No. )3, by which ̂ "
roads between Bayonr;
hawken would have ar
pedltioue means ol
freight. The. reason"
Weeks for. ordering
retention of the property'
to the Federal Governmeil
ing tc hie



Backs Hoboken as \ Slemp Hints President
[gainst Port Authority

>r Makes Known Opposition to Sale of Taxable
'Property Unless Agreement Protecting the

City Is First Entered Into.

•s because of the government's
utilisation of its waterfront, and
that if the plot of ground adver-
tised for sale to the highest bidder
poes into private ownership it goes
into the tax ratables of Hoboken.

Therefore, recognizing Ho'ioktm's
justified demand to have this gov-
ernment property turning in its
proper income to the city, Senator
Edge said he could not see his way
clear t© take up the cudgels for the

has stated

Senator Walter E. Edge is strongly opposed to the
lort of New York Authority gaining possession of the land
(wned by the Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad Company

Hoboken on the waterfront which has been advertised
ar sale by the Secretary of

|>hn Ferguson, Republican leader
ioboken, who has expressed his
psltlon to the* operations of the
Iplng Board in the policy which
I been pursued with the piers in
oken to the detriment of city
jress, wrote the Senator urging
•to present the HVooten situa-
| to the Secretary of War at the

the Port Authority tried to
lup the sale of the land on the
Tyront which had been adver-

t s been poirted out that
the Port Authority gain pos-

bn of the property and avoid
% taxes to the city it would
a financial bbw 10 Hoboken

I,which it might net be able to
I T , M»d would probably meatf
Y»om of all residential property

city.
Kse facts were placed before
pecrttary of War by the Sena-
land at the same time C. A.
(man, assistant secretary «f the

Authority, Bought to gain tho
lence of Senator Edgre in the
lter.

| his reply to R'lhlman Senator
pointed out thta the city of

;:en liris bee.n bnrd hit for

Port Authority.
The Port * Authority

that it will be a bidder for the
propertt at the adverttspd sale, and
intimates that it should b> glvtn
p; reference even if it is not the high
bidder, and in t :is respect S>nato.-
Edge eays: "It seems to me if the
Port Authority »ropoees to t>ke
on'r these proportios some satisfac-
tory arrangement to the govern-
ment and the city of IiobDken
should be reached without further
delay. My positi-n is • otal y oppo-
site to that of the Port Auhority,
simply in the interests i>f Hoboken."

•v. W. Coffin, manager of the Ho-
boken Chamber of Com Tierce, stated
yesterday that the att.tude of the
Chamber is against the Port Au-
thority securing possession of the
land advertised for sale ui.til the
question of taxation has t>.>en
definitely settled.

May Refuse Shore Bids
Matter̂  May Come Up at Tomorrow's Cabinet Meet-

ing—Executive Evidently Impressed With
Protests Against Acceptance.

Plymouth, Vt., Aug. 28.—President Coolidge will not
permit the War Department to carry out the projected sale
of the Hoboken Shore Line Railroad property, which is
objected to by Governors Silzer and Smith, until he has
gone into the dispute on his return to Washington.

"c7~Bascom'""sfeinpi secretary to'i Tho President mis received no in- Ml
he President, said yesterday

to
that

he bids, while opened, would not
be acted upon at once. If the
President finds that the protests are
Justified, and the sale of the prop-
erty would Injure the port project,
ndications are that the Government
will not accept the bids, the highest
of which was for $600,000, or about
$400,000 less than the offer of the

York Port Authority.

formation about his request for
facts in the Shore Line case. The
request was sent to Washington as
well as to Secretary AVeeks at Ills
home in Lancaster, N. H. Attempts!
to get In touch with Mr. Weeks!>
over the telephone brought the in-
formation that he had started for
Washington and would l>e there for
the Cabinet meeting on Friday, nt
which tin- matter is likely to In-
taken up.

1 Invited to Washington to Ex-
plain Needs—Would

Protect Hoboken.

IS OPENED TODAY

Department Is Offering

Iter Front Property Be-

cause Lessee Failed.

fILROAD NOT INCLUDED.

[hat Is Being Held at Loss for

Port Authority. •

From The World'i Bureau

^

Special Despatch to The "World
WASHINGTON, Aug. 25.— Bids foe
e sale of the water front 'property
vned by the War Department at

toixiker. will be opened to-morrow,
he Hoboken Shore Line Railroad Is

Rot included. The bids will be trans-
mitted to Secretary of War Weeks,
|ho will determine whether any of
liem are adequate.

iDwight V. Davis, Assistant and
Acting Secretary of War, pointed out
hat from published reports there
leras to be some misapprehension as
the, property advertised for sale on

hich bids will be opened to-morrow.
"Thn War Department lias three

Ifferent properties in Hoboken," he
aid. "First are what are called the
ack lands, some vacant property not
ecessacy for the operation of tho

Hoboken Shore Lino Railroad. A goou
deal of this lias already been sold and
wo are selling it off as we receive ad-
equate offers.

"Second is the water-front proper-
ty, a strip about 190. feet wide, which
could be operated with the railroad
but which has been under separate
lease.

"The present sale Includes only the
waterfront property. The railroad
itself is not involved. The railroad
has been held and will continue to be
held by the War Department, although
at a loss, in order to enable the Port
Authority to work out some scheme
by which it can acquire the property.

"Primarily the waterfront property
waa offered because the lessee has
failed and it would cost the Govern-
ment probably $40,000 to $50,000 an-
nually to let it stand vacant. Before
determining to sell the waterfront
property the War Department con-
sulted with disinterested experts who
advised that they do not consider this
property essential to the Port Au-
thority plans. Therefore, as there is
no military use for the waterfront
property, the Secretary, of War is re-
sponsible for its disposition and feels
that it should be sold in the interest
of all the taxpayers." -

Considerable Interest was shown In
a published statement credited to Gov.
Silzer of New Jersey to the effect that
the War Department contemplates
selling to private parties for $1,000,-
000 property that is worth $6,000,000.

It was recalled that the packa wanna
Railroad has offered $1,000,000 for
the railroad, and that the Port Au-
thority has offered precisely the same
amount in Port Authority bonds,
drawing Interest at the rate of 4 per
cent. Liberty bonds drawing 4# per
cent, paid for the railroad, and if the
Port Authority offer were accepted
the taxpayers would continue to pay
1-4 per cent, interest over and above
that paid by the Port Authority,

Secretary Weeks does not consider
the Port Authority offer adequate.

c:in. SjWl the propel.;/ to a jiriw.'"
concern for $".»•.i>00 I'ash, accord-
ing to the rejected bill.

"I don't believe the Port o{ Kfew
York Authority really needs this
waterfront property, and I have
toLd them so before at the several
iconferences we have had," Said Sec-
retary Weeks when questioned.

The Port of New York Authority,
wants me to give their bonds for
the property, and I don't believe
|they can pay the interest even on

he bonds. They talk of getting
Ian appropriation from New Jersey
and New York to pay off the bonds,
'but so far they have failed to sliow
me ability to even pay the interest
on the bonds."

When asked about a protest the
Shipping Board has made against
the sale of this property to anyone
except the board, Secretary Weeks,
said: "Oh, the Shipping Board just

thi
Special Dispatch to Jersey Observer • - - -

Jersey Observer Bureau' ) wants to get hold Of everything
v «« vi**hinK'°". Sept. 2. } close to the. water, but I don't be-

™^eks will send lieve they could use it If they had
'ort of New

^.uiiiuriLy early '

he stated today, and

^ o f f i e ^ o ^ h ^ P ^ ^ ' ^ ^ .
he stated t°nrity e a rL y t h i s weel<, '"The Shipping Board has a habit
to •how that th i n.Vlte t h e m o f P u t t i n s i n a b i d f e r * v e r y t h i n S
waterfront n i , possession of the eiose to the water," he said. "They
Shore L i n / R T, y l n H°boken ret just iil-e they were (join* to
which hS? R a i I r o a <3, and for be in bislr.es* former. I doubt if

Tuesday.TessS Z^lll^J^ ^ / ^ . ^ ^ "' OperMlOgl ^
Secretary Weeks viewed as an ob-

jection to giving the Port of New
York Authority possession of the
Hoboken waterfront property the
possibility that the City of Hobo-
ken may be deprived of taxes frot

ZT?h
 wou1^ apprecfablv

with the development of

etirv
n an

York in a manneri this property.
general public, Sec-8 "Since the war the City of ..
quite frankly stated! boken claims it has been deprly

of large city revenues through
not relish 8 government owning a

owned bv tl,» WKg, t h e w a t e r f ™ n t § portion of the property in the-
r ™ o v e r tn •*"°£ o k ? n s " ° r e Rail-1 limits, and being absolved A1 Authority ?„, ° f >rJ Of N e w YwkM taxation," said Secretary Weeli
Authority for about ?760,«no in 1 the Port of New York A

of m gets possession of this wa,
the city of Hobo

tuxes from.U.'V...„
t . h e

t is 'io-.l .r

PORT SHORE LINE
TO OPERATE SOON

Correspondentce between Juliu«B
Henry Cohen, counsel for the Pottj

''Authority, and Robert J. Carey,!
chairman of the committee of coun-|
sel for the trunk line railroads, i c - |
Harding the progress made for the <
opening of Belt Line 13, wus made
public by DeWitt Van Buskirk,
chairman of the Port of New York
Authority yesterday. The line ex-,
tendsi from Bayonne to Edgewater,[:
op the New Jersey side of. the Hud-
son.

The correspondence pointed out!
that the railroads are carrying outf
in good faith their agreement w!lh'
the Port Authority, and that tlii>
line will be put into operation ;?
soon as possible. This work, Mr,
Van Buskirk said, is being parried „
on by the railroads' and not by th«|
Port Authorit



\Port Authority Opposes ,
Sale of Rail Property

)elegation in Washington Today Urges Secretary
Weeks to Call Oft Proposed Disposition

... . , , T P ^ W « M V » te the proposed sale of river-
front property owrtftd by the Hoboken Manufacturers'
Kadroad-Company in Hoboken, for which specifications
have been printed and sealed proposals called for by
August 26, has developed from the Port of New York

, Authjpnt&Jt^w^earned jresterday.
lAmh'^yt'v'rmaX °f the p°« .^U'l6 *"LV>°*KZlTcZZ^

(PORT AUTHORITY
TO SUBMIT BID

ON WATERFRONT
[Gregory Fears Blow to Port if

Railroads Acquire All
Rights in District

Secretary of War Weeks has re
fused the request of the Port of New
York Authority to cancel the pro
posed sale of the waterfront prop

w.i IUI me sale. Julian
A. Gregory, u member of the Com
mission, Consulting Engineer Oon
eral George W. Ooedials, and JuiJu:
Cohen, counsel for the Port Author-
ity, will take the matter up with lin
Secretary of War today.

Although the land of the Manu-
faciiiers' Railroad Company, th's
stock of which is owned by tlio
UovernniBnt, is not necessary to the
operation of the flhore Road, whlc\
the J'ort Authority intends to take
over in connection with Belt .Line
No. 13, the. claim le made by I ha!

accept the bonds oi that organiza-
tion for the purchase. It developed
during the hearings that the Lackd-
wannu Railroad Company had of-
fered 11,000,000 caah for the Shore
Koad and pronerty.

It will be tH» claim of the Port
Authority officials to Secretary
Weeks'today that the retention of
the property and its sale to the Port
Authority js essential to prevent fur-
ther monopolization of the water-
Ifront in Hoboken by competitive
carriers.

consideration of sealed bids for
° be submitted on that

th!

(3 BIDSRECEIVED
ON WATERFRONT

GO TO CAPITAL
Hoboken Land & Improvement
Co. Highest With Six Hundred

Thousand Dollar Offer

o /a

Three bids received for the sale of
the waterfront property owned by

j the Hoboken Shore road, were sent
to Washington Inst evenin.?, by dip-
tain Charles D. O'Xeal, m:'.iia;,'Ci' and
vice-nresident of the road, to await
the decision of Secretary of W.ir
Weeks. He has fifteen days in which
to make an award.

If the property is sold to the high-
est bidder according to the plans al-
»*ady outlined, the property will go

^the Hoboken Land & Improvement
Lipany for 5600,000. This com-
*y. which is one of the grand old

•utions of Hoboken. already
kthe property directly to the
•of the property in question,
*next highest bidder is William

ot 143 Liberty street, New
ffers $575000

J«(e Is Opposed
Secretiry of War Weejts will re

turn to Washington in about a week,
nnd IR expected to nt once take
'he problems confronting him. The"
Port of New York Authority fs bring-
Intr all the pressure to bear it pos-
sibly can, to prevent the. .«ale of the j

! property, to n private concrn, an,d I
i has enlisted the servi»es of Governor [
Al Smith and Governor Silzer in its
hehalf.

Tn announcing tho ch"rnctrr of >\t\
hM* received yestprd^v, Cantaln]
O'Neal ni.'ide th^ f"'low'"j» espl.inn-
torv statement to The Hudson Dis-
patch:

"With thr> tv'rts the-* were submit-
ted certified checks for ten per ccit
of th° amount offered, as provided in I
th" term* of .«i]p.

"In addition to the nhnvp bids, n
°ttPr "nd proposal from the Port of

Xew York Authority was Fiihmltttd
by direction of the Homm'ssloners!
In place of a proposal for the pur-
chase of the waterfront property
owned by the Hoboken Manufactur-
ers' Riilroad Comn.inv in accordance

i Its circ-'lar dated .Tuly in. 1!»24.
The pronogal of the Port of .? ewj
York Authority was a reiteration H'( I
their previous offer to the Secretary
of Wrar, which Is summarized as
fellows!

" 'For the capital stock, the lease-
hold and property of the Hobolren
Manufacturers' Railroad Company,
which includes the waterfront prop-
erty, the railroad leasehold and all I
equipment, but not including the |

Official Statement
"The Secretary of Waj

fused to comply with the L
the Port of New York Au\
withdraw from sale, for whit
bids are to be opened AugusJ
ihe waterfront property in i
belonging to the Hoboken ShiVil
Hail road.

"The representatives of the
Authority gained the impress
however that (he Secretary of '
will consider the bids in person .,
that the interests of the general pu
lie of New York and New Jersey ,_
represented by the Port Authoritl
will be carefully protected in the dis
position ot (he property.

"The Port Authority Is fearful!
however, that if the railroads on the
New Jersey side of the North River
carry -riut their policy of acquiring
all of tho waterfront property avail-
able, the result will be that more
of ft will get into the hands of the
railroads, contrary to the interests
of the Port District.

"In that event the Port Authority
will receive a blow which will tend
to deter it for some time to come in
effectuating the purposes for which
it was created. •

"In the opinion of the Port Au-
thority, this is more than" a local!
question and affects the interests oft.
the country at large. As we approach!
Preparedness Day, we should not!
lose sight of the fact in connection!
with this railroad that the govern-!
ment took over the piers of th'
Hamburg-American and North Gei-.
man Lloyd lines during the war andl
subsequently, for their service, foundl
it necessary to take the Hobokenfl
Shore Line Railroad, which includesi
this neighborhood waterfront prop-!
erty.

Shipping Board Opposed
"The government has precluded thj

sale of the piers, and the railroac,
should-be conserved as a neeessarj.
adjunct to the piers for national pur-j
poses. The strip of land in question
IK necessary for the service of the
Hoboken Shore Line Railroad. The.
Shipping Board has declared that|
the sale of this road to other than
public interests would cripple the
service that the government pier
should have."

More than a year ago the Port of
New York Authority opened negotia-
tions with the War Department for
the purchase of the Hoboken Shore
Line Railroad property, including the
water frontage, offering about $1,-
000,000 in bonds. About the same

qupment, but not including
back lots, thn sum of Si.000,000
SO-year gold bond f hIjo.cffers *i7i.000"ca"rt. *"" ' • j ^ ^ l H ^ ' ^ ' ^ A u - '

Ird ahd lowest bidder is the
"lustrlal Realty company, of

c building, Hoboken, which
b,000, with 30 per cent in
' " • ; balance according to

sale. The head of this
enrVFrank. Jr., a former

„ . , , . , , , >/i ice jor t AU-
thdrity bearing 4 nar panr. inte—«t-
at tljenme of transfer, bonds of-the
same description for tho amount of
the inventory; and for cash on hand
at th« date of transfer, bonds of the
same Wefcriptlon in such principal
amount' as at 4 per cent interest

ierable ot
a r t n t H f i . i . . ] . < • i

at 4 per cent interest
the equivalent of 4'a per

cent.1

"After the bids were opened and
L.J V'l'-Ij«"'>ui .i? lead to tho Board by the chairman,
^ c o n s i d e r a b l e other thtf-bldders or their representative*

' n bAhff present, the Board went into
executive session for the purpose of

.;§ considering the bids and making rec-
,« ommendation to the Secretary of
§ War relative thereto. Decision as to

\m the acceptance of any bid, or the re-
Iw jection of any or. all bids, will be

property be withdrawn from sale by
sealed bids on August 26, as exten-
sively advertised in the newspapers,
was made to Secretary of War
Weeks by Julian A. Gregory, com-
missioner of the Port of New York
Authority, and General George Go-
ethals, who called at the War De-
partment and held along conference
with Mr. Weeks.

The conference followed an ex-
change of letters in which the Port

JAuthority urged that the proposed
• sale be called off and Secretary
I Weeks declined to follow the sug-
;..«-siion.

The War Secretary gave Comnils-
'iier Gregory and General Goethals

.:. urance at the conference, how-
ever, that he will personally consider
tho bids submitted and in making an
award will keep carefully in mind
tho public interests to be served by
the Port Authority as contrasted
with the interests, of private biddtrs.

Now that the plan for making the
sale through sealed bids is definitely
to go through, the Port of New York
Authority will submit a bid. It will
likely also submit a brief with its
bid, setting forth its reasons for be-
lieving that it should be awarded the
property, even though its bid be mW|Uuu in oonos. Aoout tne same
lower than that of some private time the Delaware & Lackawanna
bidder. Railroad made an offer of about

Following the interview he and $1,000,000 in cash for the property.
General Goethals had with Secretary Secretary Weeks hesitated about
•"'—'•- Commipsi'iMpr Grep'>rv said: taking the bonds, but recognizing

that the public interest would ,be
served if the property would be

"jrurncd over to the Port of New York
^Authority, declined to fell the prop-
lerty to the Lackawanna.

)ppen Bids Here'for
Shore Front Properi

[Bids Will Be Sent to Washington After Director]
1 Consider Offers Here—Board Meets in

O'Neill's Office.

BULLETIN
The following: bids were opened:
Wm. J. Kohl, 143 Liberty street, New York City,

$575,000 cash.

Hoboken Land and Improvement Company, No. 1
Newark street, Hoboken, $600,000 cash.

Frank Industrial Realty Company, Kislak Building,
Hoboken, $440,000; 30 per cent, cash, balance according
to terms of sale.

The directors of the Hoboken Shore Railroad began
to open the bids for the purchase of the water front prop-
erty at noon today in the office of Captain Charles D.
O'Neill, at the foot of Fifth street. After they are all
opened and considered by the board of directors in Ho-
boken, said Captain O'Neill, they will be forwarded to the
War Department at Washington. D. C. !
Washington, Aug. 26.—Although I'J1™1 J ""

I the protests made by Governor Sll-
•zer of New ,,ersey and the Citizens

Union were addressed to President
Coolidge, nothing was received at
the War Department from Ply-
mouth that would tend to prevent
the opening of the bids from pro-
ceeding as expected. Secretary
Weeks is only about 100 to 126 miles

[away from Plymouth at the prese
! " " • and, If the_~*-'

rnor I

touchwlth hisTsecretary of Wa
the question. ,

The declaration by Go^rnor
Sillier that sale of the land Anight
result in another Teapot tDomei
scandal created interest herk but]
Government officials would npt re
p>ly to it. It was pointed out/, hoj
ever, that if the land was
$9000,000, this wag not



]Port Authority Opposes
Sale of Rail Property

iDelegation in Washington Today Urges Secretary
• Weeks to Call Off Proposed Disposition of ON WATERFRONT

Jf^Spposiriph to the proposed sale of river
front property owned by the Hoboken Manufacturers'
Railroad" Company in Hoboken, for which specifications
have been printed and sealed proposals called for by
August 26, has developed from the Port of New York
Authority^ itjwas learned yesterday_;__
The ConU^''r ot the Port f1 t h J

river- Gregory Fears Blow to Port if
Railroads Acquire All

Rights in District

The
(Authority h a v e "m"ad"',
*'" call upon held

Secretary of War Weeks has re-
v»»nre.s.H ii(USC(1 t h* r e < l u e s t ot the Port of New

Henate, but! l 0 f k A u t h o r l t y to cancel the pro-

A. Gregory, u member of I he Com
mission, Consulting Engineer (Jen
ernl George W. Goethals, and Juilui
Cohen, counsel for the Port Author-
ity, will take the matter up with lin

I Secretary of War today.
I Although the lurid of the Manu-

^ p F^^ <*£%&,£fa* k *•»«** 'o *•
Julian i | l r e r B Railroad property to t £ l " o b o k e n S n o r e L1»« Railroad, set for

P o r t Authority, the government tol ^ U ? U S t 26 ' a n d w l " 8° t h r°"Sh with

ho
lacmens

of

(he lu f the
Railroad Company, th-s
which Is owned by thep y , ths

I stock of which Is owned by the
I (ioveriitiiHnt, Is not necessary to the

operation of the Shore Road, whloa
p the Port Authority intends to take
I over In connection with Belt Line

fvo. 13, the claim is made by that
bpdy that it is needed In connection

I with their tftuiorHl pl

accept the bonds or that oreaniza. t h e cons 'deration of sealed bids for
tion for the purchase. It developed e >>r°Perty to be submitted on that
during the hearings that the Laeka d a t e -
wanna Railroad Company liad'of- T h e r e c l u ' s t that the waterfront
fered $1,000,000 cash for the Shore Prol lertV "e withdrawn from sale by
"'""1 and property. sealed bids on August 26, as exten-

will be the claim of the Port sivel.v advertised in the newspapers
w««tO r ; y^ o f f l ° l a I s to Secretary w a s , n l a d e t 0 Secretary of War
Weeks today that the retention of W c p k s b>' Ju"an A. Gregory, com-
A, .I?™-? y a n d i f s 8 a I e t 0 the Port n'issioner of the Port of New York
Authority j S essential to prevent fur- Authority, and General George Go-
•rn t " J 0 0 0 ^ 0 lzatlon of the water- ethals, who called at the War De-

" «oboken by competithe partment and held along conference

"ront in
•nrrlcrs.

3 BIDS RECEIVED

GO TO CAPITAL

Thousand Dollar Offer

the waterfront property owned by
: the Hnboken Shore road, were sent
to Washington Inst evenni?, by C'a]>-

jtain Charles D. O'Neal, nv;naj-er and

Sals Is Opposed •
Kecretirv of War Weeks will re '!

turn to Washington in about a week,
.ind is expected to at onr« tike u
the problems confronting him. Th
Port of New York Authority Is bring
inc all the pressure to bear it pos
slbly can. to prevent the ?a!e of thf

I nropertv in ?t private concern, and
I bis enlisted the srrvites nf Goverror
Al Smith and Governor Silzer in its
behalf.

Tn announcing tho ch"meter of
\i\r\* received ypstprd'M', Oantain

H i i I J c f i ; I ' N ' M I maflp th«! f"'low'"e esplann-

oboken Land & Improvement j t o r v statement to The Hudson DIS-

Co. Highest With Six Hundred vn^y{th tho twis the-, wn-e submit-
t"rl rertifipd checks for ten per rent
of th° amount offered, as provided in !,'
tb" term« of J=I1P. jf

I "Tn addition to tbp flbovp bids, n t
Three bids received for the sale of |'"Her ^nrt prnnnsal from thp Port of j

XPW York Authority- was submitted*
by direction of the '"omni'isloners
In place of a propo.=,il for the pur-

nt the watprfi-nut property

with Mr. Weeks.
The conference followed an ex-

change of letters in which the Port
Authority urged that the proposed
sale be called off and Secretary
Weeks declined to follow the sug-
Kestion.

The War Secretary gave Commis-
sioner Gregory and General Goethals
assurance at the conference, how-
ever, that he will personally consider
the bids submitted and in making an
award will keep carefully in mind
tho public Interests to be served by
the Port Authority as contrasted
with the interests of private bidders.

Now that the plan for making the
sale through sealed bids is definitely
to go through, the Port of New York
Authority will iubmit a bid. It will
likely also submit a brief with its
bid, setting forth its reasons for be-
lieving that it should be awarded the

bid be
private

property, even though its
lower than that of some
bidder.

Following the interview he and
pnenl Goeth.ils had with Secretary
'c-U?, < nmrnissloner Gregory said:

Official Statement
"The Secretary of Waf

fused to comply with the L
the Port of New York Au\
withdraw from sale, for whiJ
L'ids ars to be opened Augus.|
the waterfront property in
belonging to the Hoboken SI
Railroad.

"The representatives of the
Authority gained the impress!
however that the Secretary of '
will consirler the bids in person a
that the interests of the general pi!
lie of New York and New Jersey
represented by the Port Authoritl
will be carefully protected in the dls
position of (he property.

"The Port Authority is fearful!
however, that If the railroads on the
New Jersey side of the North River
carry r>ut their policy of acquiring
all of the waterfront property avail-
able, the result will be that more
of it will get into the hands of the

5 Pf°-Irailroads, contrary to the interests
prop-J of the Port District.

"In that event the Port Authority
will receive a blow which will tend
to deter it for some time to come in
effectuating the purposes for which
it was created. •

"In the opinion of th© Port Au-
thority, this is more than* a local1
question and affects the interests of.
the country at large. As we approach1

Preparedness Day, we should nou.
lose sight of the fact in connection,
with this railroad that the govern-
ment took over the piers of the
Hamburg-American and North Gen
man Lloyd lines during the war and!
subsequently, for their service, foundl
it necessary to take the Hobokenl
Shore Line Railroad, which includes*]
;his neighborhood waterfront prop-/
erty.

Shipping Board Opposed
"The government has precluded the

sale of the piers, and the railroacjL
[should <bp conserved as a necessary^
adjunct to the piers for national pur-L
poses. The strip of land in question^
'is necessary for the service ot
Hoboken Shore Line Railroad. , ..*«
Shipping Board has declared thatjjl
the sale of this road to other than'lf
public interests would cripple th
service that the government pier
should have."

More than a year ago the Port <>!"
New York Authority opened negotia-
tions with the War Department for
the purchase of the Hoboken Shore!
Line Railroad property, including the;
water frontage, offering about $l,- t
000,000 in bonds. About the simej,
time the Delaware & Lackawanna
Railroad made an offer of alvmt
$1.000.000 in cash for the property.
Secretary Weeks hesitated about.
taking the bonds, but recognizing,!
thit the public interest would .be"I
r-i'Tved if the property would beT
turned over lo the Port of New York]
[Authority, declined to jell the prop-j

to the Lackawanna.

O .Ncal. mmi;er and o w n M b y t h p H o h o k p n Manufartur-
vice-nresldent of the road, to await | p r s . n , n r o i f l romnnnv in nrcorfancr
the decision of Secretnr\- of W ,\r j „.(,,., 1 N r | r r , , i n , . dii te<i July 10, 1324.

prnr,opal of thP Port of few

decision of Secretnr\- of W ,\r j „.(,,.,
Weeks. He has fifteen days in which T h P
to make an d IHe has fift prnr,opal of th t f f
to make an award. I y ^ Authority was a reiteration c.if

If the property is sold to the high- t n e i r previous offer to the Secretary
est bidder according to the plans al- Of -\var. which is summarized
•fady outlined, the property will go

kthe Hoboken Land & Improvement
any fo $600001

ious offer to the Secret
which is summarized

n Land & Impro
for $600,00(1. This
h i

Wa r,
follow?:

'For the capital .fork, the leas*-
which VonroMhr̂ nd^d l ^ u ^ r ^ ^ n ^ V " ^ "

includes the waterfront prop'-'
he railroad leasehold and all

of Hoboken. already
^the property directly to the

the property in question.

of 143 Liberty
ho effers $575,000 cash,
li-d and lowest bidder is the

ustrial Realty company, of
: building, Hoboken, which
|0,000, with 30 per cent in
*)the balance according to
kf sale. The head of this

i f - —

lOpen Bids tierejor
Shore Front Properi

|Bids Will Be Sent to Washington After Directoi
Consider Offers Here—Board Meets in

O'Neill's Office.
LfifirHy.^?ring...i_n«r_xau_iniere«t:. I
at tho time of transfer, bondaT of-tfiel
same description for the amount of
the inventory; and for cash on hand
at tlie date of transfer, bonds of tbf
same descriptionrption
amount as at 4

sin or tnis1 """" "" '"
tenry Fra'nk. Jr.. a former w 0 1 l l ,d 1 )* t h e

in such principal!
per cent interest!
valent of 4'j per|

„„_ . ' "After the bids were opened and
.... companj has al- d t { n e B o a r ( 1 b t h c h a i r m a n ,

Ued considerable other ^ hmers ,„. their representative
•> the Shore Road, in b ^ n ? p i . e s e n t , the Board went into

• \ . n f Ho.inken. executive session for the purpose of
I considering the bids and making rec-
f ommendation to the Secretary of

War relative thereto. Decision as to
ihe acceptance of any bid, or the re-
.ipction of any or all bids, will be

BULLETIN
The following bids were opened:
Wm. J. Kohl, 143 Liberty street, New York City,

$575,000 cash.

Hoboken Land and Improvement Company, No. 1
Newark street, Hoboken, $600,000 cash.

Frank Industrial Realty Company, Kislak Building,
Hoboken, $440,000; 30 per cent, cash, balance according
to terms of sale.

The directors of the Hoboken Shore Railroad began
to open the bids for the purchase of the water front prop-
erty at noon today in the office of Captain Charles D.
O'Neill, at the foot of Fifth street. After they are all
opened and considered by the board of directors in Ho-
boken, said Captain O'Neill, they will be forwarded to the
War Department at Washington, D. C. __ J
'Wash'Wtrm A,..- «o • •" ' - -•--•• " tary"of"Wajl'„ Aug. 26.—Although

the protests made by Governor Sil-
zer of New ,/eisey and the Citizens
Union were addressed to President
Coolidge, nothing was received at
the War Department from Ply-
mouth that would tend to prevent
the opening of the bids from pro-
ceeding: as expected. Secretary
Week* is only about 100 to 125 miles
away from Plymouth at the present
-Una* and, " tu- • • • " " • ' '

on j
touch with ...
the question.

The declaration by Gowrnor
Silzer that sale of the land ftnight
result in another Teapot (Dome
scandal created Interest hert, but
Government officials would ri/rt re^
pjy to It. It was pointed out,1, ho
ever, that If the land
$9000,000, tW
thr J .was not



HARMONY

[directs Port Authority, City and
Chamber of Commerce to Get
Together With Object of Se-
curing Action by Congress to
Enable Port Authority to Ac-
quire Property in Federal
Possession

"Primarily, therefore, it would
rp.om to be clear that, the Port Au-
thority was to be frea from taxation
find -other simihr burdens, and not
subject to destruction or 'impairment
by any governmental agency,
commissioners eouUJ Hot wiive (iny|

[of,tthese_ rights if fh'ey cared to and

OPPOSING COUNSEL IN
LIVELY DISPUTATION

Trenton, Nov. 20.—At the Migges-
[jtlon of Governor .Silzer. after a con-

_ of about two hours in the
:executivo office here today, represen-
tatives of »he city of Hoboken, of

jthe Chamber of Commerce there nnd
if the Poi\ of New York Authority

have one or more meetings U
|^ee upon the text of an amendment

shotili.; be incorporated in one
hills-? .ponding in Congress to

L to I'/boken payment of taxes
Kill property that may be

,by the Port Authority, or
'lent for the taxes,

^statement he had prepared
fivernor expressed in • strong

his recognition of the injus-
1 Hoboken has suffered

J«h seizure of property by the
•fil government in the war pe-
Prior to thnt the time the prop

had yielded tax returns o'i a
lation of several millions *f dol-

FWants Action in Congress.
lie Governor was i-nsistent that
[interested parties should <get to-

ss soon as possible, so that
Jon could be pushed in Washing-

as soon as Congress meet. He
maslzejl that the city and the

|tte are at. present confronted with
possibility that the government

lings may pass into private
.d *. whefea?. in his opinion, it
fid go to. the Port Authority for
tic use*. .
tho property were owned by the

I. Authority, the Governor feels,

I'ould pot be taxed because it la
jovernmental agency. At the
e time he wants Hoboken to re-

taxes or other compensation,
plan is to have Congress en-

^mensure which would leave
ect of taxation to New York

Jersey to deal with. He
i two States will do justice
,iy. __

.. statement Governor . ,c'l'tfzcr~
to the failure..off™, last Con-

f^Jl^fii to authorize the
.. ... War to convey 11K- prry-

Mo the Port Authority in i-x-
fp for Port. Authority bonds.
Smx in Taxing Situation,

bill failed, declared the exee-
because it was impossible to
an agreement upon the ques-

_of taxing the property. I3x-
Jng the situation in his state-

the Governor said:
must see that a policy is de-

Ine.d upon which will produce
ioi results for the State nt
n t is equally our duty to see

"loken is dealt with justly,

(
city has already Buffered

at the hands of the nation-
lment by reason of its keep-
its control property token
ho wnr, and upon which it
no taxes.

u?ort-. Authority has for its
Jf.he. development of the Port
JYork—a port ISordering on
Jte.:1.. Such development, will
Jcreiit and lasting, advantage
lietlt to these States as well
government.

Destroy Port Authority,
kthree agencies exercised

power of taxation nnd as-
it is quite probable the

hority would soon cease to
fid lie compelled to go out

J-i(ius taxing authorities
[pete with each other1 in

get the most they c(\uld ,

any ciTango in our
have to come by joint consent of
the three interested parties.

Hoboken Situation Unusual.
"We are confronted with an un-

usual situation in -the case of 'lo-
boken, and it is our duty to see that
Hoboken is helped.

Mcr.t Interested in Taxes
Mr. Wall retorted his client wasl

far more interested in the question!
of la*Mt'"'l In- '
ings in Ilobokcn. lie arid Mr. Cot-|
fin recalled lli.u
rejected by the Secretary of Warl
and the company's deposit was i e - |
turned so that it had no preferential!
.standing at the present time cr.po-l
cinlly as the Hecrptary of War saidf
that If Congress did not act ne'v biiia
would l)i' solicited.

Mr. Coffin pointed out t!>e pos-
sibility Unit if tho property \v::n to
;;o to any corporation or body thud
is exempt from taxation. .1 i i i o i l
might be interested in acquiring it
for mtinicii'al p

Might Claim Condemnation Power
Mr. Cohen .said tint if al! th<!

other side wanted was assurance ofl
willingness to provide compensation
for ta::og, he could offer the same
Inssurance that had been givin be-
fore. He nlso frnve warning that
if tax imposts were to be laid on

statutes 'wouldithe. Port Authority there was a'sal
nthe possibility the Port Authorityr

t obtain the right of condem-
nation, a power it does not now;|
possess.

Governor Kilscer frequently had. oc-l
casion to require t lie speakers to |
stioV; to the point ho wanted action.

"The taking of valuable property
by the govei-jiment. out
bles deprives the city
amount of revenue, as
which an undue burden

of tho rata-
of si larjje

a result of
is laid upon

th.it of legislation by Con-I
grens, something which was needed!
immediately if the snle of the prop-f
erty tn private Interests was to be|
prevented.

tho remaining taxpayers. '" '-.I-'".-"" •"<ei-e:--ts should securel
."Those taxj)ayers feel that it. is it, the only effect he saw would be

not fair to them to continue this -o n<'d tn the cost of the propertj
burden and that something should "hen t)ie Port Authority took it!
be done. The Port Authority has of- later, us it would have to do.
ftred to buy a part of the property. Concluding the subject, the Cov-l
now In the hands of the government' ernnr directed the interests' affected!
and to pay for it by tho issue of to get together with the object of|Port Authority bond;-. * avoiding any

Action Up to Congress; 'the mallei- w.
"It seems to me we ought to lie :-"c •.

able to reach a fair and equltalnc ...
conclusion without impairing power
or usefulness of the Port Authority
In framing the legislation at Wash-
ington there is no reason to deal wilh
anything but Hoboken.

"There is no reason to open the
door on the question of taxation or
to permit questions' to be raised
which will have general application
to the work of the Port Authority.
This may destroy the entire project."

Wants Taxes Paid Equitably
Albert C. Wall, of .Jersey City,

nnd Captain Hally Hatcher, of Ho-
boken, were nt the conference rep-
resenting the Hoboken Land and Im-
provement Company, while A. W
Coffin, secretary of the Hoboken
Chamber of Commerce, represented
that body. None of these were in
entire sympathy with the position
of tho Governor.

Mr. Wall would not admit, ns a
lawyer, that it was assured the Port
Authority was exempt from taxa-
tion and he insisted thnt organiza-
tion should be required to pay taxes
the same as any other property
owngr ih the city. Mr. Wall said he
took this position' b'eeaitse' the prop-
erty of his client represented about
15 per cent of the ra tables in Ho-
boken.

Mr. Coffin stated that the theor
assumed to apply to the Port Au-
thority was that It "ov.Vi" operat
to rciiie? i'h:M'sâ <j«(fii frei^luin

• •• ' .--n " '̂ > hut th it tile charge::
woulyl i«j'imt on the users of la

,, i on I.if Iloboken tax-
'! • '-'called that when the

Port Authority took first steps to
ipi-i'.Kc, it had said it would pay
axes and that statement was con

Ktrued to mean the ta::rs would be
he s;inie as those of oilier property

owners.
Wall Resents Propaganda

Mr. Wall pointed out that, when
it was learned the Port Authority
:;ropo:!cd to pay taxes in a manner
jifferent from . other, taxpayers, the
latter were naturally timid about the
compromise plan. He took occasion
lso to resent propaganda that the

Hobol-ten Land and Improvement
ompany, in bidding for tho. Piiore

Railroad property recently, was ,'icl-
'.,* for the Liickiiwaunn Hailroad.
"It Is false and they know it." Mr.
all declared, referring to the Port

Authority, which was rcun-sente.d by
Julian A. Gregory, its new chairman,
ind P. Neilsion Ulco, of this Siaie:
it to H. Hhulhof. of NPW York, and

Julius II. Cohen, counsel for the
'ort Authority.

"You are a private agoncy, inter-
sted In acquiring the property?"
lmiilred Mr. Cohen of Mr. Wall.

"My clients want the property for
hemselvo". They're in business, of

3(nirse," Mr. Wall replied.
"And if this bill doenn't go through

i'ou'11 gel the property," commented
Jr. Cohen.

The II. L. f: I. Company was the
high bidder, at $000,00(1, when the
Secretary of War received proposals
for *''" wii-im.i property. Mr. Wall

a matter of record
hen . declared t4ie

official dissent
s sul,:ni;i.'d to

when!
Con-f

CALLS SHORE KGMMV'tXiv tRENCE TO
*" AID HOfiO^EN.

Governor Silzer has called a conference for
today at the State House to discuss the pro-
posed purchase by the Port Authority of the
Shore Railroad Line in Hoboken. The pur-
pose of the conference is to reach a decision
that will protect the right of the city of Ho-
boken to tax valuable -property. The Gov-
ernor realizes the city has suffered severely
from the exemptions from taxation of the pier
property taken over by the Federal Govern-
ment and the taking over of the Shore Rail-, '
road would impose another hardship, an

.declared ^lo ''property now tax?1-'- would
be exempt if the railroau' ? J»operty passed
into the control of the Port Authority.

The Governor desires that Hoboken should
receive some benefit from the loss of taxes.
The Port Authority will be represented and
the Hoboken officials will be present, and the
Chamber of Commerce has been invited to
send representatives. The Chambers of Com-
merce of Bayonne and Jersey City have also
been requested to send delegations, as the
bridge across the Kill von Kull may enter into
the discussion, as the erection of the bridge
is planned by the Port Authority. The people
of Hoboken appreciate the interest of the Gov-
ernor in their welfare and hope some plan
will be devised to insure some tax benefit to
Hoboken if the road is passed to the Port
Authority.



iOVERNOR
HARMONY TO

TAXES FOR
[Oirects Port Authority, City and

Chamber of Commerce to Ge
Together With Object of Se
curing Action by Congress to
Enable Port Authority to Ac
quire Property in Federa
Possession

OPPOSING COUNSEL IN
LIVELY DISPUTATION

Trenton, Nov. 20.—At the r-uggcs-
tl n of Governor Silzer, after a con-
!' 'nee of about two hours in the
< .i'1'Ulive oflice here today, represen-
tatives of (he city of Hohokpn, of
the Chamber of Commerce there and
f the Port of New York Authority
ill have one or more meetings to

upon the text of an amendment
sliouli', be incorporated in one
,e billf-upending in Congress to

to T^Bboken payment of taxes
•nt properly that may be

-by the Tort Authority, or
ient for the taxes,

statement he bad prepared
ir expressed in • strong

s recognition of the injus-
vhieh Hoboken has suffered

full seizure of property by the
il government in the war pe-
Prior to that the time tfte prop

iiad yielded tax returns o'i .'i
l-ition of several millions «f dol-

/ants Action in Congress.

I ie Governor was insistent that
interested parties should 'get to-
ler an soon as possible, so that
on could be pushed in Washing-
as soon as Congress meet. He

Iphaslzed that the city and the
file are nt present confronted with

possibility that the government
lings jnay pass Into private

wherea.*. in his opinion, it
fid go to the Port Authority for

"Primarily," therefore, . it would
*eem to be clear' that, the Port Vu-
thorify waii to be free from taxation
and-other simiMr bus-dens, and not
subject to destruetio'i or impairment
')>• any governmental agency The
• •fnimissinners could not waive -inv
iC. t . ' i t ie i lg ' l ' s if they cared to and
any change in our statutes would
have to come by joint consent, of
the three interested parties.

Hoboken Situation Unusual.
"Wo are confronted with an tm-

usunl situation in -the case of ' |o-
boken, and it is our duly to see that
Hoboken is helped.

"The taking of valuable property
by the government, out of tho iata-
bles deprives the city of a large
amount of revenue, as a result of
which an undue burden is laid upon
the remaining taxpayers.

"Those taxpayers fed that it, is
not fair to them to continue this
burden and that something should
he done. The Port Authority has of-
fered to buy a part of the property,
now in the hands of the government
and to pay for it by tne issue of
Port Authority bond:-.

Action Up to Congress.
"It seems to me we ought to

ible to reach a fair and equit: 1 '
conclusion without impairing po1

or usefulness of the Port Authorii
In framing the legislation at \Vn<l.
ington there is no reason to deal with
anything but Hoboken.

"There is no reason to open I In-
door on the question of taxation or
to permit questions to be raised
which will have general application
to the work of the Port Authoritv.

Uis may destroy the entire projeci."
Wants Taxes Paid Equitably

Albert C. Wall, of Jersey Cny.
nd Captain Hally Hatcher, of llo-

at the conference rep-
Hoboken Land and Im

I
tho pi-operty were owned by the

I. ^uttioritv. tho Gbvernor fetls,
ouid not be taxed because it Us
;overnn.iental agency. At Ihe
e time he wants Hoboken to re-

taxes or other compensation,
plan IK to have Congress en-

:'e which would leave
ect of taxation to New York

Jersey to deal with. He
l two States, will do justice

re-
statement Governor 'Yjgjj.

to the failur(;.of-fn,.-f^:t'(-.0'n.
I" pi'ssji^r,, tn authorize the
.Ij''' ii War to convey the prpp-

the Port Authority in ex-
"(> for Port. Authority bonds.
>ux in Taxing Situation,
bill failed, declared the exeo-
beoause it was impossible to
an agreement upon the ques-

DC taxing the property. Hx-
fng the situation in his state-

the Governor said:
Be must nee that a policy is de-
|ni'd upon which will produce

eat results for the State iit
[It is equally our duty to see
tiboken is dealt witli justly,

city lias already Buffered
Jat the hands of the nation-
liment by reason of its keop-
lits control property taken
'ho war, and upon which it

im taxes.
Authority has for its

the development of tho Port
JYork—a port Kordering on
Jte:'. Su''h develtipnient will
Itreiit ami lasting advantage
lietlt to these Statas as well
government.

Destroy Port Authority.
ithi'ee agencies exercised
power of taxation and ua-
ii is quite probable the

jorily would soon cease to
|:id In1. compelled to go out

•Ions taxing authorities
[pete with each oiher in

got the most, they cQAild

Most i n t e r e s t ed in T a x o s
.Air. Wall r e to r t ed his client ". a.

far more in t e re s t ed in the quevl i -n
of t a t i i t ' ' " n I ' v •• ••" • i ' •
ings in I l n b o k c n . l i e arid Mr. Cof-
fin recal led t i i .u i'u- i>.u.< >.
re jec ted by t h e S e c r e t a r y of W i i
and t'.ie c o m p a n y ' s depos i t was i'
t u r n e d so t h a t i t hud no i i refeivniMi
s t a n d i n g a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e p; :••••,
d a i l y a s t h e .Secre tary of War ? . H
t h a t if C o n g r e s s did nol a r t n c v bin
would be sol ic i ted.

Mr. Coffin poin ted out ll 'P |n
nibll i ty t h u t if t h s p r o p e r t y v.•.:>• <•
go tn a n y c o r p o r a t i o n or body ilia:
is exempt; f rom t a x a t i o n . Hoboi;> <
m i g h t be i n t e r e s t e d in a c q u i r i n g f-
(or m m i i i i v a l mirpus.'-K.
Might Claim Condemnation Power \
Mr. Colien .said th it if all th

other side wanted was as:-uraiK-e o
iwiliingncBs to provide compensation
for ta::w», he eoulrt offer the same
[assurance that had been given li:
fore, He also gave warning that
if tax imposts wore to bo laid i ::
the Port Authority there was a'.-•>
tthe possibility the Port Author;:-
might obtain the right of comb *,•
nation, a power It does not no,\
possess.

Governor Silzer frequently had IM
'pasion to require the speakers i -
stiuic to the point he. wanted ,".ctn
that of. sppurinfr legislation by CM
%vers>. something which was nePdi ••'•
immediately if the snip of the prop
erty to private lntercats was to b
prevented.

i" .,,.<•.,i.i ii^oi-p-'ts should secure!
it, the only effect he saw would b
.o ami tu the cos: of the propert
when tjie. Port Authority took i
later, as it would have to do.

Concluding the subject, the <!ov
ernor directed the interests ' affr'otei
to get together with the object of
avoiding any official dissent when|
tile matter was submitted to Cin-

hp ""

ckTunr ty
1t)i\ CALLS SHORE _„_., . _ T

i - AID HOBOKEN.
Governor Silzer has called a confeience for

Jj today at the State House to discuss the pro-
f] prued purchase bv the Port Authority of the*

Chamber of Commerce, represented
that body. None of these were in
entire sympathy with the position
of tho Governor.

Mr. Wall would not admit, as a
lawyer, that it was assured the Port
Authority was exempt from taxa-
tion and he insisted that organiza-
tion should lie required to pjiy taxes
the same as any other property
owner ih tho city. Mr. .Wall said he
took this position b'eeaitse' the prop-
erty of his client represented about
15 per cent of the ratables in Ho-

Mr. Coffin stated that the
asi-umed to apply to the Port au-
thority waa that It "or.k" operate

>•;'.luc? chi'rsj'fcFJiHh freighting
' • ' " ;;:''i:'-hut thit the charge:-:

woul̂ l iVo'put on the users of la-
o:i la:- llobokeil tax-

ealieil that when the
Port Authority took tlret steps to
>iii-r.i:i>, it had euid it would pay
axes and that statement was con-
•itrued to mean the ta:;cs wou'lil be
lip same as those of other property

owners.
Wall Rusents Propaganda

Mr. Wall pointed out that when
t was learned the Port Authority
.>ropi.'-ed to pay taxes in a. manner
.liti'erent from other;, taxpayers, the
fitter were naturally timid about the
:ompromi£e plan, lie took occasion
ilso to resent propaganda that the
loboken Land and Improvement
'ompar.y, in bidding for th-,> .Siiore

Railroad property recently, was acl-
i'g for the LacUnwanmi Kailroad.

"Jt Is false and they know it." Mr.
iVall declared, referring to the Port
Authority, which was rc|;rc:<ente.d by
ulian A. Ori'gory. its new chairman
ml S. Neil.soii liicp, of this Ht.ile:
)tto D. Sliulhof, of Kfw Vork, and

Julius IT. Colien, counsel for the
'ort Authority.
"You art- a private agency, inter-

sted in ' auqulrlnK the property?"
nqulred Mr. Cohen of Mr. Wall.

"My clients want, the property for
hemsolve?. They're in business, of
MHiree," Mr. Wall replied.

"And if t'lis hill rlopin't go through
i'ou'11 gel the liroiierty," commented
Mr. Cohen.

Tin- II. \.. «•'• I. Company was the
higii biddi'r, . t Jiwm.ooo, when the
Secretary of AV'ar received proponi's
for t i ic^^road property. Mr. Wall
arniMtt^^^^h.v'i''' a matter of record

hen . declared the
in

of the conference is to reach a decision
will protect the right of the city of Ho-

boken to tax valuable property. The Gov-
ernor realizes the city has suffered severely

M from the exemptions from taxation of the pier
| property taken over by the Federal Govern-
B ment and the taking over of the Shore Rail-/'

road would impose another hardship, ao •"
is. declajec1 jAe v^operty now tax?1'- would
be exempt if the railroao1 >ioperty passed
into the cortrol of the Port Authority.

The Governor desires that Hoboken should ;
receive some benefit from the loss of taxes. f'
'Die Port Authority will be represented and
the Hoboken officials will be present, and the
Chamber of Commerce has been ihvited to
send representatives. The Chambers of Com-
merce of Bayonne and Jersey City have also
been requested to send delegations, as the
bridge across the Kill von Kull may enter into
the discussion, as the erection of the bridge
is planned by the Port Authority. The people
of Hoboken appreciate the interest of the Gov-
ernor in their welfare and hope some plan
will be devised to insure some tax benefit to
Hoboken if the road is passed to the Port
Authority.



JUSTICE FOR HOBO£EN

riNUE VIGOROUSLY.

Dew Jersey delegation in both

lgress should be enlisted in

for Hoboken. Secretary of

his letter to the chairman of

:>rity, announces as a matter of

Port Board he will reject the

lor the wat%r front property and

THE PORT AUTHORITY O F F E R S ' A N

AMBITIOUS PLAN.

The Port Authority is not an organization

that can be likened to a shrinking violet.

Following its attempt, at least temporarily

blocked, to seize Government property in

Hoboken for a price far less than private

interests are willing to pay for it and deprive

jlhe city of absolutely essential revenues, it

berty with the expectation that h o w c o m e s fo"^ard with a plan to place joint

pass an enabling act that will c o n t r o 1 o v e r rail and ocean rates from

Transfer of this property and the P e t i t i v e Points in the hands of the Interstate

!>ad to the Port Authority. Sec- C o m m « c e Commission and the Shipping

ŝ states the Federal Government B°f.rd>

interested in the passing of the . N e w leSislation would be required, but this

Jlhe railroad to the Port Authority ) s w a v e d a s i d e a s eas i lV obtainable although
(carried it for several years at a i l w o u I d mil>tate in favor of'New York and
i. against Boston, Galveston, Baltimore, Norfolk

[d in the letter concerning Hobo- a n d o t h e r Port s- Perhaps the best argument

o collect taxes on this water front i n f a v o r o f t h e P l a n ia t h a t j t will stop political
ch should be assessed as private d i c k e r i n S «" favor of this or that port and

not as railroad property. It t l i a t Jt w i l 1 t e n d t o stabilize rates and
Ibly have been so assessed and

jame rate as other individual

wars.
T h e P r o P o s a l " «rtain to cause a greata great

lad the property been sold to the d e a o f d l s c U i«'on »n foreign trade and shipping

I the Hoboken Land and Im- l W h

mpany, which submitted the

(circles. Whether it, or any modification of it,

ever becomes a law it will at least have sufficed

$600,000 for the water f ront l t o s h o w t h a t t h e P o r t Authority is not afraid

Igreed to pay it in cash. 1*° w e J ; l e w i t h a ^ ' P'°Wem that indirectly

In a statement to the Jersey r f 6 0 ' 8 N c w Y o r k ' 8 f r d g h t transportation even

[ned the property is not needed M™Ough lt b e s c a r c e l y w i t h i n i t s P r oP e r i
J • J L xt. laiction

and was acquired by theg^

deal to induce the owner of

Tiberally invest in the railroad

5ck. The Port Authority officials contend

lie property will be exempt from local taxes

they get {title to the land.

The Hoboken Chamber of Commerce,

jrhich is fighting against this injustice to Ho-

sken, in its statement shows that tax

temption of Federal property has cost the

Odd ft. o

FOR SALE
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY OF

toboken Chamber Heeds Re-
quest of President and

Gives Arguments.

jerty owners of Hoboken $2,372,777.89

1918, after six years of peace. This is

unfair. The New Jersey delegation

unite in carrying on a fight for fair

Hoboken.

had one big city of Hudson County

jet more attention from the United

mefit It's a strong argument in

[onsolidatipn.

HOBOKEN MANUFACTURERS RAILROADtnture
At Hoboken, New Jersey

The brief of the Hoboken pier
ntuation which was requested by!
President Coolidge when inter-
viewed last Friday by Mayor Pat-
rick Griffin, Congressman John J.
Eagan and members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce was adopted to-
day at the meeting of the board of
directors of the Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce. It is briefly set forth
that since 1918 no taxes have been
paid on the pie?s because they were
Federal property, which caused the
tax rate to jump $4 per thousand.
In addition, the business suffered
because the piers were not used to
..heir full capacity, ar.ci at the name
time ttie piers receive the same
(municipal protection as the private-
|ly owned properties.

Three courses are submitted forj
action to the President:

1. Congress to pass a law that will
jubject the property to taxation or

•in lieu of taxes to pay a sum of|
Imoney that would be equal to the
Itaxes. ? A

2. For the President to urge Coj

I
Breus to sell the properties to «
highest bidder, the Chamber pJ
ising to find a bidtfov '.hat w l
turn a substantial profi, to th
ernment. " j - ••"

3. To rent the piers t j
corporation which will bel
[(•ay taxes, (b) to pay a faul
|the government, and (c) '
preference to wharfage and
jfaeillties to Shipping Board

The chamber haw ascertain
o. communication has been s
the Port of New York Au«
to the President relative t

the !

com!
that it be110 City Lots 25x100 ft.; located west of Willow Ave., to pay taxes; that it be

ween 12th and 15th Sts., In heart of Hoboken's famous under the jurisdiction of tncbetween Commission,!
take!

the matter

Industrial zone; adjacent to high class industrial properties state
in successful operation. ' h a t l'"= *"" "~~.,o nn«<<ihlel

the piers as soon as possmit.a
Property will be sold to highest bidder under sealed bids o t £„!..., *hO matter with imj|

to be opened Saturday, Nov. 1, 1924, at 10.30 A.M., at office tical
of company, foot of Fifth St., Hoboken, N. J. •"""*

Terms of sale on application. Property may be inspected
at any time. Write or phone Charles D. O'Neal, Vice-Presi-
|dent, Hoboken Manufacturers Railroad, foot of Fifth St.,

oboken, N. J. Phone Hoboken 200.r

ut or ty Agrees That
'Status oi Taxes Be Settled

War Department Asked to Defe:

Sale of Shore Railroad Pend-

ing State Legislation

The Port Authority is at last in
Rreement with the Hobokeir Cham-

ber of Commerce as to steps to be
Itiken to settle the important'tiues-
jtion (is to whether Port Authority
(property shall be taxed.
1 The present harmony as to steps
jto he taken was reached at a con-
'lerence held yesterday between the
jl'ort Authority and representatives of
jlhe Hoboken Chamber and the City
ijf Hoboken.'

,'i The controversy, a very important
•*>ne to the entire slate uf New Jer-

ley, was given new zest last week
vhen Governor Sllzer, of New Jer-
ley, openlycpntendgd_iliat the Droo-
r̂ty:"6T~The port authority could not
ie taxed.

The Hoboke;i Clianiber contends
hat the port authority in an ln-
itrument of commerce rather than

.an instrument of government, and
it w upon this contention that the
"•"nortance of the problem hinges.

While the port authority has al- " " f t j l e w a r department' does not
ways contended that it would pay.,,oncur j n his plan," the three con-
taxes, definite plans for legislation ferring parties will, then urge the
In that direction placing property < ." I ) a s s i , g e in congress of the house bill
port authority on the same basis f r u r a t n e ]ast session. This bill
as other property has invariably met " " '
with opposition.

The Hoboken Chamber of Com-
merce hns made the contention that
the lowering of freight rates must
be made through a more efficient
handling of. freights rather >, than
through tax exemption or other ad-
vantage which would not, in reality,
be an actual gain for the nubile.

Xew Jersey, in order to share the
benefits of the rinr'f p^'hority on
anything approaching an even basis
with New Tfork, 'feels the necessity
of taxing port authority propery, Ih-
tsmuch as New York shippers would^ I1V ,_,,
?ain in lower rates at the expensepailon.
of New Jersey taxpayers.

The port authority, at yesterday's
conference, acauiesced In the plans
of the Hoboken chamber of commerce
•o ask the war department at Wnsh-
ngton to defer the sale of the Ho->

boken shore railroad and its small
waterfront property, until the leg-
slatures of New York and New Jer-
ley could definitely' decide on the
•ix «tiiti's of the property o£ t,lie port j

_ ... . sesgipn
still pending rts unfinished business
seeks to protect Hoboken tax Inter-
ests and provides that the shore
oad shall continue within the Jur-

isdiction of the interstate commerce
commission.

Governor Silver's next step will be
to ask conference with Governor
Smith of New York, to the end that
Hoboken may present Its tax prob-
lem to New Authorities.

The Chamber of Commerce was
re]/resented at yesterday's confer-
ence by A. AV. Coffin and, Dougal
Herr and the city was represented
by Corporation Attorney .iphn J.



iPier Tax Rounder I
Saves City Thousands

Camby Bill Approved Yestjerday by Silzer Reimburses
Hoboken in the Sum bf $136,376.07 Already

Paid Countjy and State.
j

The city of Hoboken will receive $136,376.07 as a result of
the signing by Governor Silzer yesterday of Assemblyman
Henry Camby's bill which provides for the reimbursement
of the city for taxes paid tjo the county and State on the
Government pier property iln Hoboken, formerly owned by
the North German Lloyd land Hamburg-American steam-
ship companies.

!„ For the%years 1919 and 1920 Ho-
boken assessed the Government'
pierg, but failed to collect taxes
from the Government. It paid to

I the county and State its share on
the amount that should have been
eollected, however, and until the

jpresent bill was passed and signedr>y the Governor the city had no
lopes of being reimbursed for this

amount which it paid out.
The property was assessed in

J919 for 16,759,500, and the amount
of taxes which' should have been
paid on the property, but was not,
totaled ?]56,212.04. The following
year the Commissioners went ahead
apd put the piers in the taxable
property aeafn '*"• —-'-- '

lira
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

I I PIER!
chamber Carries on in Ef

fort to Secure Compen-
sation for City.

T I P S KEPT
A T M PIERS(Ptopertv aeain 7v,l , U l e (E«abla

at 17,425*900 'a, 5 tl?e ^ b e i " K

" T O 1280,847 54 MLe_V*nioiint of
neJs^ndT;* T. «™li"* ""Jebted-

" tions on North German

i|V40.77 for the iY'"n

interest. The amn,,?".8 ' '"eluding

back to the' c,tv ? " » . ? ' W3r'»*

—.vu oteamsnip t h a t thf i h i"
Omnnnv • „ ,

To approach directly Presiden
ICalvin Coolidge on the Hobokei
piers situation is now the subject
uf the piers committee of the Ho-|

aken Chamber of Commerce.!
Jsenator Walter E. Edge in a letterj
[to John Ferguson, chairman of that'
committee, has offered to arrange
for interviews with the President,t
the Secretary of War and the chair-'
man of the Shipping Board, so that
Hoboken'y case might bo recon-
sidered.

The suggestion of Senator Edge
is made in response to a strong
communication to the Senator by
Mr. Ferguson, enclosing views on
the situation; also from Palmer
Campbell.

"I have read the enclosed let-
ters," says the Senator, "and no
one can successfully refute th«
arguments advanced. Neither do I
.vish tliu impression to prevail that
I am in any way satisfied with the
statements made by the Shipping
Hoard oflicials, but I simply sent on
i hat information for whatever it
•ontained.

'The only way to reopen this

LOCAL PIER PLEA
GIVEN APPROVAL
(By a Staff Correspondent.)

Trenton, March fi—Reconsidering
its action of last u;enk. the House
J;;sl night passed the bill introduced
I'.v Assomblyman Ueflry .T. Canihy
of Hoboken, asking die government

til" reimburse the city of Hoboken
'for the raves oh the pier properly

during the period of the war. I>g-
i.siators who. voice! against the
measure last wefek, especially those
from Bergen County, were made
fi'-quainted with (he facts, and as a
result registered themselves in favor
of the bill.

I The vote was 40 to 2. The puir'
ho voted against the measure were

.Assemblymen Stevens of Cape May
land Berd.sley of Essex.

Assemblyman Camby also suc-
ceeded in having reconsidered his
'bill, which authorizes the Civil Ser-
vice Commission lo limit eligibility

Of those taking examinations for
county or municipal positions to be
resiilenlM of such minify or munici

»/£/? PLEA GOES
THROUGH SENATE

. ,:pjra or me resolution to the
i Hiied States Shlpning Board and
ID representatives in Congress.

'in a suggestion offered by John
'•'••i-guson of F. Ferguson and Sons,
>• IHI was guest and i-ptaker at the
iii'fiing, Counselor Herman Vor-

iliurger offered the motion that was
liuJopled. He declared the North
'German Lloyd Steamship Line had
i brought a great deal fif business to
' local merchants in the past and
' would probably do so f.gain, if they
did not. leave the city.
• "If fhe Shipping Hoard does not
R-fve this steamship company the use
of at least two loca.1 piers, it wlll.be
ibllged to dock its ships elsewhere.
This week the com pony is docking
its newest and largest ship, th"
"Columbus," at a Brooklyn pier. The
ImsineRs men of Hoboken must get
together Immediately if they want to
keep this steamship line in the city.
Hoboken is already practically sub-
sidizing the Shipping Board to the
extent of $50(1,000 a year when the
government does not pay taxes on
the local piers. If we sit by quietly
and permit the North German Lloyd
to leave j-loboken, we will be losing
more money "

The Lions' Club is slso considering
the sending out of petitions through-
out the city to ask local merchants
to plead for the retention of this
company in Hoboken. The club will
also take the matter up at the re-
gional meetiner of Lions' Clubs, to be
held at the Masonic Club, Crescent
and Clinton avenues, Jersey City,
next Thursday. They will endeavor
io get the'clubs of the neighboring
municipalities interested in the
plight of Hoboken. ]f this proves
successful, they intend to ask the
leo-operation uf Lions'Clubs through

( o i l I t h e S t u f f

omlCU tlltS
„.,.« that under its provisions

IfHoboken will be allowed to deduct
lithe sum from the amount of taxes
'[due the county and State this year.
| Deficiency bonds to the amount of
:|:')>:i 000, ' dated January 1, 1923,

ere Issued by the city t-o make
joti the deficit. Tlie announcement
iflfe Governor Silver had signed tin
II was received with much en-

tnVSiams by the city officials, but
the reimbursement will not be re-
flected in this year's tax rate.

(By a Staff Correspondent.)
Trenton. March 7.—Assemblyman

lenry J. Camby's bill to ask the gov-
ernment reimburse to tlie city uf
Iloboken the sum of S-'OO.OOO, money
paid as taxes on the piers, passed
the Senate yesterday without a sin-
gle dissenting vote and is now ready
for the Governor's signature. The
House acted favorably on the meas-
ure a few days ago. It received four-
teen votes in the Senate yesterday.

._, Senator Simpson, who piloted the
"The only way to reopen thisPhil l in the upper house, was urged

Matter is to have you come to I I by Assemblyman Camby to have the-
Washington, perhaps with one o r l l h i " a«'fed upon quickly. When tno
two others. Not a big committee, W Hudson Senator arose to speak for
us numbers never accomplish any- tVl"
thing in matters of this kind. I
Will then arrange a series of inter-
views with the present head of the
Shipping Board, Mr. O'Connor, with
The Secretary of War, and, if it ia
deemed advisable, with the Presi-
dent. :

"As I have stated before, the
whole question resolves itself down ;
to a question of general policy. As '.
unfair as it undoubtedly ia to the;
|city of Hoboken, there are many!
other c'fies in the country similarly

.„ ,.« jiu\o you come toM
Washing-ton, perhaps with one orf|
two others. Not a big committee,Mtr-—:-r,v " " " " I ' 1 ;;/rr" r '""Z\" '"l

-,,„.„,. ?the bill, he said, "Tlie Assemblyman
J from Ilohoken has almost got me in
; fits by his incessant demands to hn\t»
,, this bill acted upon nncl If it is de-
t feated I l>elle\ c .IK

All-. Ferguson is planning to
mak>! the? trip to Washington as

.soon us posisble with a small com-
mittee. Just one thing he will put :m
the Senator right on and that is
|his .statement that there are many
•ities in the country in a similar

condition as Iloboken.
In a recent statement made by

• he Emergency jKle'et Corporation
it is shown that there is no other
city in the United States suffering"
from loss of revenues as a result
of government operation of piers to
the extent that Hoboken is.

fSENATEPASSES
BILL REFUNDING
HOBOKEN TAXES

Wartime Assessment of $200,-,
000 Paid to County and State

—Other Bills Approved

By Staff Correspondent. J
Trenton, March 6.—The city of Hoi

l>ok,»n will be reimbursed to th«l
amount of about. $200,000 for war-l
time taxea paid to the county and!
state when A»sembly Bill No. 316*
passed by the senate yesterday is I
Written ipto the statutes.

The bill, which wag introduced by
Assemblyman Camby ot Hudson,
provide* for the refunding of moneys.
paid to county and state t«xe« on
piers taken over the federal gov-
ernment fin- military purposes.

GOVERNOR SIGN!
BILL TO RECOUP
HOBOKEN TAXES

1 \J

Hackensack Plankroad Vacation; JGRIFFIN WILL ATTEND
Measure Also Approved-Dope j PIER TAX CONFERENCE

D e a l i n g H i g h M i s d e m e a n o r ''•• - - - - - - "

y Staff Correspondent.

Trenton, March 11.
Silzer today signed the bill by

Mayor Patrick R. Griffin of Ho-
i boken, accompanied by Corporation
i Attorney John J. Fallon, will be in
! Washington Thursday, when it has

Governor! been arranged to hold a conference
I with V. S. Sen-'"" " ' " " ""

, c h . G e n f f rc
Silver today signed the bill by A s J ^ ^ S " f t ™ ^ ^ ™J
semblyman Camby of Hudson CountyH Congressman John J. Eagan rela-
by which the City of Hoboken willB^ve to the problems arising out of
b i g h l 0 S f ° f taX r6VenUe f r ° m th*

semblyman Camby of Hudson C
by which the City of Hoboken wi
be reimbursed for taxes it paid t

, Hudson County and to the State o
^property which had been taken ove
Vv the United States government
The property is that of the forme
North German Lloyd piers and lan
adjacent.

^ve to the problems arising ou

a
h

rmy
l0

p
Sfer°8 . f taX r6VenUe f r ° m

it is expected that the confer-1
e n c f ! w l " n e attended by members

!

merce, including President A. J.j
Volk, Palmer Campbell and Mana-f

_ger A. W. Coffin. I



"SUBSIDIZES

Latter Benefits to Tune of
$500,000 Yearly at

Hoboken's .Expense.
Although Congress refuses to sub-

sidize tho Merchant Marine it con-
tinues in effect a situation which
forces the City of Hoboken to sub-
sidize the Shipping Board to the
tune of $500,000 a year. At least
that amount is lost to tho Mile

j Square City in taxes on the pier
; property held by the Shipping

Board.
; John Ferguson, as chairman of
The Piers Committee of the Hobo-
ken Chamber of Commerce, ha?
again taken the question up with

I Senator Walter R. Edge. uBt the
flat ter , in a letter, practically con-
I lessee that ho is powerless to do

.CONFIDENT THAT PIERS BILL
I DRAWN BY FALLON HAS BETTER

CHANCE THAN PREDECESSORS

• 0

|Senators Believe Its General
Application Will Win Con-
sideration at Washington
— Corporation Attorney
Says Congress Is Forcing
City to Subsidize U. S.
Lines.

NEW RESOLUTIONS
TO ACCOMPANY BILL

Hobokenen~MB started another

pay money in lieu of taxes, as they,
did in the District: of Columbia,'
declared Mr. Fallon, "where the
Government, because- 'of its exten-|
sive holdings of property there,!
pays 40 per cent, of the expenses of
the administration of tho District."

Tn addition to this new bill, which
will provide for future revenues
from the Government pier prop-
erty in Hoboken, general resolu-i
tions following the lines of similar]
resolutions introduced heretofore
providing for the payment of a sum
of money to Hoboken equivalent to
the taxes which Hoboken should
have collected since I91.it will be
presented simultaneously for the
consideration of r1,

Members Return Confident]
of Successful Answer

Early in Week.

anything, although he offers his fu l l» a c ' c o n t I l e Washington salons
cb-operation.

In seeking telief from tha hard-
ship on the city by the continued
occupation and control of the for-

j mer German j i e rx in Hoboken b\

.n attempt to get for the M.
Iquare City revenue from Govei i
nent-controjled property being- \iy~
or commercial purposes by the in

which Cdrporation Attornc
j the Shipping Board, without paying*1 o l i n J- Fallon has drafted for in_..., a *., n .a,»ui paying

I; taxes to the city. It Is contended tha
lino other municipality In the entlr
Ij country has been placed in a simila
|-situation.

Some time ago the Shlppln

roduction at this session of Con
ress.
While CongcMS-.. has refused 1

mbsidize the American Merchan
arlne, Fallon contends it Is fore

iEoard claimed that there were otherfnff Hoboken to subsidize the United
•Scommunlties in a like position, a n c i l s t a t e s Lines, which uses the Ho
""that in any case the Whipping Board Iboken piers of the Government, b>

could not afford to pay taxes to Ho- (refusing to pay any revenue to the
bokea, as it was losing money on Icity '« 'leu of taxes,
the operation ol the piers.

This claim of the Shipping Board
is refuted by statements.and figures

• issued by Admiral L. C. Palmer, the
[now president of thu Kmergency

II Fleet Corporation, in reply to in-
i formation asked by tho Hoboken
i Chamber Committee through fcjena-
'• tor Edge.
' It shown that nnce January 1,
: i 021. to December 31, 1923, tho
Bbook.4 of the Emergency Fleet Cor-
Iporation for the Hoboken Terminal
[reflect gross revenues of $2,07",-
1784.91 as against expenses for tho
Isama .period of ¥1,^42,381.63, indi

Several bills and joint resolution
ave been introduced in Congress

10HL TUPLE!

I eating a profit
$430,403.28.

on operation of

The Shipping Board admits that
for the period under review the
salaries and wages paid lor the
operation of the piers amounted to
$403,117.69, supplies and expenses,
$284,515.45; electricity and water,

' $109,264.40, and dredging, repairs,
pealing and painting, $445,184.09.
J At the present time, according to
the Shipping Board, Pier 1 is being
fused by the Munuon Steamship
Company as managing apents for
the Shipping Board, and Pier No. Z
is being used by the Cosmopolitan
Steamship Company for the same

ipurpose. Both companies formerly

io relieve Hoboken of the injustice!
w hlch the government has placed!
upon her, but to date all have|
failed. Legislators in Washington
sponsoring such bills have always
held out high hopes for their pas-
sage until the crucial moment, w.hen
• they have learned that the bills had
no chance because they apply to a
local condition.

Former Senator Frelinghuysen
und this to he so after many

months' work on such bills. Sena-
tor Kdge has also had this experi-
ence, and the senior New Jersey
Senator, whose term is about to
expire, believes now I hat the bill
suggested by Counselor fallon for

Hoboken Officials Heard by
House Committee on
Shore Lots Today.

Hi"rial Oisiiatlli to Jersey Ob.spiv<yf.
Jersey Observer lltireau, '

Corporation Counsel John Kallon
ind other Hoboken officials are hero
" appear later today before the

jHf Military Affairs Committee Io
irge adoption of the siime amend-
nents it othe bill authorizing the
,:,U- nt ft*- "'•'- --'- .Shore Linout

the Hoboken
t 0 t l l e p'>* York

by the
Hoboken will have more chance o£ f_ " „ '• o m m U t e , ° b lowing hear-
passage because of its general ap- !>,,. ,.,,, , ,.w,ee,ks "K°. protecting
plication throughout the countrv. ™ ; ' ' y " f "°boken against loss of

The form of the new bill as draft- A]l , ," t a M t l ° "
ed by Mr. Fallon is as follows: Line property.

"Whenever real property. of int,.o^,V^ °" t h e h i"-
which title is fnvested in the United Ipn*?,'?'00! " ' t l l e H o i l i i t '
States of America or any agency ^ K ^ - ^ d m ^ M J i i a «*-.
or instrumentality of the I'nited

of
, . a x a t i o " «f the Shore
property.

A H
h ,^ r 'n? °" t h e •••"'. which was

Xlircial Fisiivtch 1o Jersey Observer. , j
.1«T»I\V oiiNPrver liurraii. I !

Washington, Mu.v 3. \
The pleas for the protection off

he city of Hoboken from loss off
revenues on account of the sale of
the Hoboken Shore Line to the Port
of New York Authority, which were
made to the Senate Military Affairs
''omniittee several weeks ago, were
lepented yesterday before the
House Committee by representatives
oi' the city, in a hearing on tho
.Mills Bill, authorizing the sale ot
the .Shore Nine, which is identical,
with the VVndsworlh Bill, on which
the hearings were held in the Sen-
ate. Formal decision is expected
Tuesday, but it is understood action
will be favorable.

Judge Thomas G. Haighl, A. W.
Coffin of'the Hoboken Chamber of
Coinmeivp, Palmer Campbell of the
Hoboken .Lund and Improvement
Company, ana Horace Allen and
William A. Kavanaugh, assistant
corporation counsels of the city,
presented the case of Hoboken, lol-
lowing the same general line of
argument as was; developed in the
Senate heari'i.:?. The committee waa
urged to adopt the .Senate amend-
ments, and also Io make an even
clearer statement of the non-ex-,
emptibllity of the Port Authority
from any forms of local taxation. I

For the Porl Authority, Counsel!
Julius H.Cohen, General fJeorare
:JoethaIs, consulting engineer, I. r-j
lAamsey, chief statistician, and !Je-j
Kv'itt Van Btisirk, chairman, arguedj
hat the Committee go no further^
ban did the Senate Commute".

A new point raised by the Ho-
oken representatives was the ques-

tion of placing the .Shore Line
under the jurisdiction of the Intcr-

hich was
hy lu-prc-

i" iii3uiuiif.-ma.iiiy 01 me i niuKi , , , , . , 'oentlcal with the Senate
States Government, is leased or „ »>tr°duced by Senator Wads-
rented, and rents or other emohi- r < ! ? " l l l

u , w a 8 h c I d b v <»« House,
' • ^ommJttee yesterday at whichments'are derived therefrom, such i°,I?}mitl?e „Vcsterday at which

property shall be subject to t a x e s i u " " s y- ronen> counsel for the
purpose. notn companies formerly b v t h e municipality in which prop- w r ^ t h i ' ' 5 ' 1 U " d P e n e r a l r ' e°rpe i
leased those piers for the operation P r t y l 8 situated and such m u n k i - r \ , „ - * , , , ' , c o n s u l t l"f? engineer,.
of their own vessels pality is hereby authorized io as- " n , i i n f a v o r o f the general I

Piers 3 and 4 nrc used .by tho s h 8 a a n d l e v y 1 a x e 9 against said p r ° ; 1 3 ' ° " s ? f * h e b l l i- Congress--
tlnited Sin tea Lines, a trade name Property in the same manner and ^ * ..J.ohn J- t-agan of Weehawkon iiNupcu.v in inn ManiK uiai inei a,ua . -.-.«t)<w* v 4 t*ecuuwKf.'n

to the same extent as other prop- w a , s a l s o Present, although the Ho-
erty situate in such municipality is J°k,e» officials were not able to getfharbor and^viraVrdev'IToDmc'nV1111"8

subject to taxes, and the Secretary*0 * h o capital yesterday, and fol- The deslribIlitv of « °,».? ..
of the Treasury, upon presentation owl»f? the depjB{On of the commitJ*> that the bil couM Z I * *? °"
to him by the collector of revenue *ee t o continue the hearing todaykore the adjournment nfP "P"
of tax officer of the municipality 'Congressman Eagan immediatelyCs stressed by"?e Port
wherein such property so subject K o t . » " *0«ch with Mr. Fallon auaifc,resentatives

United Sintoy Lines, a trade name
under which the United States Ship-

ping Board, through tho Emergency
!)<'leet Corporation, is operating' pas-
Isenger vessels. Pier 5 has been de-
(molishPd and Pier No. G in used as a

. ;tie up for .Shipping Board tugs. |«. rerein such nropertv so subject K0C. I n t o u c n w i l h M r - Fallon a
! No permanent a,ranKcment« l i a v o l ^ * 1 ? , S l e d of"a bill therefor, '™""^ Mm of the continuation.
:l,een entered into with the Dollar s l l a I ] p a v , h e a n i o u , , t of • T h a *'•«'<—« -«*—' ' - '
.Steamship Company, Admiral l e v j e d o u t o f a ) t y mo, ie.vs
Palmer says, nor are permanent or- treasury not otherwise ui
rangementH contemplated. Pcrmis- HtPrj >.
sion was given that company to use | n discussing the outcome of the
the Hoboken piers on the first trip v i g i t o f Hoboken officials to Wash-
made by each of the boats recently j n g t on last week, the corporation at
purchased and placed in the 'round- t o rney says that the question is that
-the-world service. where public-owned property Is de-

The Shipping Hoard has failed to v o t e d t 0 public use il is axiomatic
Justify its charge that other com-, t l i at s u c h property should be ex-
munities were rn a like sitiiatlonj,,mr)t from taxation, and where
a;i Hoboken, none of the other!KUeh property is diverted from pub-
municipallties where the #h!pping|]j,. use for private use <mH « n » -
Board owns property having more

state Commerce Commission. An
amendment to the bill was asked"
whereby it should be provided that
the Shore Line should not be con-
sidered as outside the jurisdiction ot';
the Commission on account of anyf
interpretation of the Port Authority
as a Federal agency. No objectioni
to the regulation of the road by the'

j , „„„ uoiicmi vreorjre Commission was raised by the I'ort
Goethals, consulting engineer, Authority, but fear was expresscdj

,!„,! ... t - \.\\aX such a provision in the bill!
.would place all of the operations oti

..__ -. „.... v l ,«cuiuiwK';iifihe Port Authority under the juris-l
also present, although the Ho-|diction of the Commission, including!

. . - , . . ^ , , k . t , HO.V1UK JHOrO

than a few thousands of dollars in-ij
volved with tb>> exception of theius
Fleet Corjioratlon offices at 45
Brnadway, New York.

That

use for private use, and espe-
cially when rents are derived from

then that property ought to beat]
just, proportion of municipal)

xjio testimony offered by Mr.
fhpiCohen and General Goethals yestei'-

,. ., j clay WUH entirely along- tho line of
' UI Itho advisability of the salo of the

Shore Line to the Port Authority
rather than to a private corporation,
such as thu Lackawanna Kailroad,
which is alao bidding for the prop-
erty. Tho importance oi the Port
Autho'rity to the general public of
the I'nited States wan streaeed by
Mr. Cohen, and General (ioelhalis
told erf the invaluable benefit to tho
country from this point of view of
national defense of having tho port
district unified.

Tho question of taxation, which is
lof primary interest to Hoboken, waa

-- ,,.»Co the same as any property. n o t touched on at yesterday's hear-1
Broadway, New York. "We are not even asking the gov-;jntf> i,ut it ia expected that it will!

That property was purchased eminent to pay taxes if they will be fully gone into toddy, I
from the Alien Property Custodian • H M I M ^ M B B M B B M * * ^ * 1 ' ' 1 1 " 1 1 ™ 1 1 " " "
for $2,000,000 and the Emergency j
Fleet Corporation pays no taxes on
it to the City of New York. On the
other hand the property owned by
the Shipping P.oard In Hoboken is
valued at fifteen million dollars.

In view of the fact that Chairman |
O'Connor of the Shipping Board, j
some time ago stated that the Board i
could undoubtedly operate more
profitably from New York City I
than Hoboken, the Chamber of.1
Commerce suggests that the Board
ought to proceed at once to con-
demn piers in New York for its
entire shipping operations from this
port, especially as the Leviathan
has been taken from Hoboken to
New Yoork at a very high pier]
rental. There would be no objec-i
tlon on the part of Hoboken to'
having the governmental steamship

(interests go across the river, provid-
llng that they sold the Hoboken
Ipiers to private Interests or to the
Tgity of Hoboken.
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Pooled to Keep
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I
'̂ Winchester Co.
Gets Pier for
London Service

New American Merchan
Lines Will Operate Filv<
Ex-Array Transports on
Weekly Express Schedule

In line with the Shipping Board
policy of consolidating1 the services to
the United Kingdom, announced about
a month ago, Pi«r &, Hoboken, has been
iMlgned to J. H. Winchester & Co.,
Inc., which will take over the London
services of the United States Lines.

"By turning Pier 3 back to the Ship-
pine Board," said T. H. Rossbottom,
»reneral manager of the United States
Aries, "we are maving a very material
mving in rental charges, and now
hat the J. H. Winchester company has
aken over the London berth, we, have

tio further need for this pier."
The new line will be known as the

American Merchant Lines, J. H. Win-
chester & Co., Inc., agents, and their
first fleet will be composed of the five
recently reconditioned army tramporta,

(American Merchant, American Banker,
American Trader, American Shipper
and American Farmer.

Sailings Start May 22
The American Merchant will be de-

livered on May 19, and will be loaded
r«ady to sail en May 22. A regular
weekly express service will be main-
tained to London, with sailings every
Thursday, but these ships will carry
freight only, whereas the Preaident-
type ot vessels, operated by the United
States Lines on this berth, carried pas-
•sengers as w.ell as cargo.
j The President-type vessels were sold
ito the Dollar Steamship Lines for their
round-the-world service at a price ma-
terially below their co*t. In fact, the
(government has spent nearly an much
to recondition the army transports »*
it received from the Dollar Lines for
ships fitted to carry passenger! as wall
at a large amount of cargo.

Three of the army transports weH
reconditioned at the Federal Shipbuild-
ing Company, at Kearny, N. J.; one i t

jthe Staten Island Shipbuilding Com
Jpany, and one at the New York N'aw

fijYard. They were built at Hog Island.
'" Dependable Schedule Needed

One of ^ho essential requirements
pf a successful freight service to Lon
kien is a weekly serviae thai mamifau-
turers and shippers can depend on to
'reach London each week at a specifio
time. These vessels, with their speed
,if fourteen knots, should have no dif-

jnculty in maintaining their schedule.
The Mayor of HoboVen and a number

'of shipping men will be present to
!•« the first sailing of the new line.
Captain Dennis Moloney, who has been

joperating manager for the United
{States Lines at Hoboken, left that po-
sition yesterday to become operating
manager for the American Merchan:
Line. Ralph J. Smith, who has been

jan assistant to Captain Moloney, will
(leave the United States Lines soon,
jit wag announced, and Captain A. T.
I Hunter, another assistant of Captain
i Moloney, will take over the operation
;of the United States Lines ships at
IHoboken. That line now has only six
< combination passenger and freight
(ships and Pier 4 at Hoboken. These
;shins are the Leviathan, whloh docks
jat Pier 86, North River; the Qeorge
(Washington, the America, the Republic,
jthe President, Roosovelt and the Presi-;
;d»nt Harding.

URGES PIER FOI
BIG GERMAN SHIPSl

A Hoboken taxpayer offers a sug-
gestion by rn.ea,as of which the
INorth German "Lloyd Steamship
'Company would b«V,>enabled to re-
isume operation of their larger ships
from Hoboken. His suggestion Is
to turn over the pier now operated,
by the Cosmopolitan Line, at the
Shipping Board piers In Hoboken,
to the, North German Lloyd, which
would giva the Cosmopolitan an op-
portunity to consolidate Its activities
with the Black Diamond Line, with
which company haa been published
they have consolidated.

"I notice," writes "Taxpayer,"
"that the Cosmopolitan Lines and
the Black Diamond Line are to
combine. Let them combine and go
to Brooklyn, where the Black Dia-
mond now has a pier at Fifty-
eighth street. Formerly the Cos-
mopolitan operated from a small
pier in Brooklyn.

"All their ships are of compara-
tively small tonnage, and this* ar-
rangement would give them a large
pier in Brooklyn and the North
German Lloyd Company a largo pier
In Hoboken. The North German
Lloyd Company's business should be
caved for Hoboken, and this, to my
mind, would solve the present prob
le "

GERMAN SHIPS
MAY GET HELP
FOR PIER SPACE

Chamber of Commerce Members
Act to Purchase Pier So

Vessels Will Stay

TO REPRESENT CITY -
AT PIER CONFERENCE

Mayor P. R. Griffin, Commission-
er Gustnv Bach, Corporation Attor-
ney John .1, Kallon and District'
Court Judge William ./. Hanley, re-
presenting thH city, and President
A. J. Volk. Manager A. W. Coffin
and Palmer Campbell, representing
the Hoboken Chamber of Com-
merce, leave. Hoboken today for
Washington. There, they will hold

M< conference with Senators Edward
M- Edwards and Walter K. Edge an-ll
SJongressman John .f . Eagan
latlve. to th« Hoboken pier
Ipi i ' - f t ldn." .

jBACH, TOO, HOPES
j FOR PIER RELIEF!

U J
Fallon Sees Hope

for Pier Revenue

Only one way of Hohoken ncm*
able to retain the North German
Lloyd line Is seen at present by those
who are making a real Investigation
of the situation. That way lies In a
group, of responsible Hoboken busl-
nes.i men who have the necessary
cash back of them, taking over Pier 6
and adjoining bulkhead and watei
rights.

These business men are not will-
ing to have their mimes made public
at this time, but a. representative of
I hem in an interview with the Dis-
patch last night said that they were
prepared to buy all the government
owned piers If'the government were
willing to sell them.

There Is no likelihood seen in Hie
1'nited States Shipping Board con-
senting to lease or rent any of its
Hoboken piers now in use to the
North German Lloyd, for the Ship-
ping Board is definitely committed
to a policy of using its piers solely
by vessels flying the American flag
and owned by American companies.
J's Hoboken piers are now used by
the Munson Line which takes in
ports on the eastern coast of South,
America: the Cosmopolitan Line, j
which sends ships all over; the
United States Lines, and hy the
Dollar Steamship Company. The
latter, which is a new-comer to Ho-
boken, will probably bring a larRe
increase of business to Hoboken. It
recently leased Pier 4 from the
Shipping Board, and is the only line
<ti«ing the piers which is not sub-
sidized by the Shipping Board.

Would Build New Pier.
V The definite proposition now under
Consideration, is for these Hoboken
business men to take over on a. long
term lease that part, of the Shipping
Board property which is not being
used at the present time. It takes
In old Pier No. 6 which was dam-
aged in the big fire several years
ago and is now unfit for use. and the
site of Pier No. 5, which was taken
up last year.

These business men having ob-
tained the lease would1 proceed to
construct a great modern pier, which
they would rent to the North Ger-
man L<oyd. The Shipping Board
had contemplated buildins just such
a pier to replace both Piers 5 and S,
but Congress so far has failed to
provide 'he necessary money. So
thnt portion of the Rreat piers prop-
erty is now going to waste.

ji Hopes for some relief in the Ho-.
; boken pier tax situation were ex-

pressed this morning by Commis-
sioner of Revenue, and Finance
Gustav Bach on his return from

|•Washington, where, in company
[.Mayor Griffin and Corporation At-
"lorney John J. Kallon, he held a

conference with Senators Kdge and
Edwards and Congressman Kagari
•elalive to points at Issue.

"We seem," said Commissioner
Bach, "to have a chance of getting
this new bill through. Senator Ed-
wards will introduce it and Senator
Edge expressed the opinion that it
should pass. The bill is a general f
one, not applying ,to Hoboken alone.
Briefly it provides that wherever the
Government acquires property from
which it. derives a revenue it shall
pay taxes to the municipality in
which the property is situate.

"Whether the bill will have a
retroactive effect or not it Is
lot at prescTit possible to i-ay. The
lassage o'f the bill, however, would
lave the elfect of immediately! re-
storing the Hoboken piers to al tax
laying W.i=is, and this or itself
would noiiMiitiiii' a very consider*
ible relief." ''

HOBOKEN NEEDS LLOYD
LINERS, SILZER

Governor Aboard Columbus
Hopes That German Ships

Will Cometo the City

•John J. Fnllon
Corporation Attorney John J.

Fallon, returning from the confer-
ence at Washington in connection
with the pier tax situation in Hobo-
ken, declared his belief this morn-
Ing that a ne wbill which he has
prepared for introduction In Con-
gress1 may finally result In the Mile
Square City getting revenue in lieu
of tax from the Government-con-
trolled pier property.

Senator Edge agreed that the bill,
which will be upplicable to any other
municipality In the country In similar
circumstances, would have a greater
•chance of passing than previous
measures which hava been defeated
because they applied to Hoboken
alone.

Governor Kilzer speaking at a-
dinner aboard tho liner Columbus

?fS docked at the Brooklyn Army base
'£» expressed the hope that the North

German Lloyd lines would soon bo
using the llobnkcn piers. He sjiid
that Hoboken needed t ho North (ier-
*-uin Lloyd line and ho hoped I hat

le line would find that it needed
Hoboken.

The governor also deprecated tho
Men of jealousy as existing between
New York and Jersey.

"Some New Yorkers call us Jer-
sey! tos 'foreigners,1 he said," but
the fact remains that the waters of
tliis great port lap the shores of both
Xi:w Jersey and New Yoi'k and we
will have to co-operate if the port la
to develop.

There should be this ro-oper;;tion.
There is no excuse for jealousy In
the matter. We are not .jealous of
New Voi'k and New York should not
bo jealous of us.

"By the Maine token there should
le co-operation between America
'lid the nations of' Kuropo. We have
learned, particularly the fanners in
the Middle West, that we must have
foreign trade. We don't KO on dis-
liking people forever ami further-
more, it isn't the nature of the
United ShiltM to do so." j

"The Lloyd line has been rhnrac-l
ferlzed as a- bridge beiween America
•Hid Kuroi-1:'," (lov. Silzer waid. "TIK
American end o[ Iliis bridge, used to!
I.e in Hoboken and ive hope no
day to June it back there again.

Ciov. Silzei- was accompanied, by
Altonipy-Geneivil K.itzenbach and

'two military aides. As he hurried on.
board, the ship's band played lbr> '
" S t . ' i r H p i i u g l e i l l ! ; i i i n ' T , " H I I M C
w i t h i n h e n r i n g s i i . o d . " t . a i t r n t i o p i

Among:, the RUCHIS at Hie dinm
was Captnin Koenlg, who command
(d the T'-I.ioat raider I ieut.s<-lil:inl
'mi hot" famous trips to the l.'nitol
States during the war. He formcvK
was captain of Lloyd liners dockin
nt Hoboken, and lm spent vsslei-'li
in tho Milc-.S(]uare-Cily renewin
old ii<!f|iiaiiitancep.

The other speal\cr\va<i Plrectni
P h i ti )liM ^ ™ « " *



iFALLON GIVES WARNING THAT
TAX EXEMPTIONS MAY PUT

THE CITY IN A SERIOUS PLIGHT
(Corporation Attorney Sends

Communication to Com-
missioners, as Mentioned
in Yesterday's Jersey Ob-
server Calling Attention to
Matter of the Shore Road
Transfer.

rELLS~OF>7GHfAGAINST
STEVENS INSTITUTE

As stated in yesterday's Jersey
|Observer, Corporation Attorney

John J. Kallon presented to the Ho-
boken City Commission meeting

•yesterday an important communl-
Icatlon relative to the amount of
•property exempt from taxation and
lihe predicament the city would be
lin following further exemptions. He
(dealt particularly, with the. ques-
•tlon raised pertaining to the Ho-
(boken Manufacturers' Railroad and
the efforts of Stevens' ^Institute of

•Technology to obtain exemption for
•its recreation'field. The following
•is the. letter in part:
I "On March 21, 1924, T appeared
ibefore the Committee on Military
jAffairs of the United States Senate
Jto oppose the passage of Senate

I'fBill No. 2287—a bill to permit the
'ec-rctary of War to dispose of and
lie Fort of New York Authority

Ifo acquire the stock of the Ho-
iknn Land and Improvement Com-
iny and the Hoboken Chamber

Conimeroe also attended said
fting for the same purpose,
i urged (and was supported

^herein by the representatives of the
Joboken Land and Improvement

and the Hoboken Cham-
ber of Coiftine''L"e) that the bill be
po amended"-%s to provide (hat

othing contalneS-tb^'i'ln or In the
jtoint resolution approved-jVugrust 23,
JlM-1, or In the joint resolution, ap-
proved July 1, 1922, nor any rights,
iuthorlty, or privilege granted to
he said Port of New York Aw-
liority by virtue of said resolutions

\>r any or either or both of- them,
br by said act, shall relieve or ex-
empt, the Port of New York Au-
thority, or any property acquired
pr held by it. from any municipal
laxes, or assessments for public

tImprovements.
"Senator Walter E. Kdgp and

E t
g

Congressman John J. Eagan ^.ttend-

organlzed and existing- under and]
by virtue of the laws of New. Jer-
sey, the capital stock of which Is
owned or controlled by the United
States. The effectuation of the pur-
pose so proposed would Impose an-
other onerous and inequitable bur-
den upon the taxpayers of our city,
the 'officials which have since the
year 3 918 been importuning Con-
gress to redress the grievous in-
justice perpetrated upon the city
through non-payment by the Fed-
eral authorities of municipal taxes
on pier properties which constitute
approximately 1,750 feet of our city
water front, thu exemption of which
from taxes because of Federal
ownership takes from our city
treasury approximately $700,000 per
year—for such would be the amount
of tax revenue derived from said
property if It were in private owner-
ship and valued at $15,000,00, which
is said to be the reasonable market
value thereof, and taxed at the year
1924 tax rate of $47.48 per thou-
sand.

"The additional loss in municipal
taxes which would result from tho
enactment of Senate Bin 2287 con-
tajning the aforesaid amendment as

\Chambei\ to
Coolidqe |on
Tax Row
WHITE H O U f CONFAB
EXPECTED TO DECIDE
CITY'S RIGHT TO LEV

proposed by thc~Secretary of War,
would place the city of Hoboken
r. a serious financial plight.

"Notwithstanding that the Mayor
of the city and myself as Corpora-
tion Attorney, Tvith the hearty co-
operation of the Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce and the Hoboken I
J,and and Improvement Company,!
have been striving annually sincej
1918 to Impress Congress with tho
equity of our city's claim for revel
nue from said properties, or foi-1
the payment of moneys in lieu ofl
taxes, particularly in view of the I
fact that the Federal authorities!
have been using said piers for other I
than public purposes, to wit, for I
commercial purposes, and has de-
rived a very considerable annual |
revenue therefrom—in some years |
since 1918 as much as nearly
$1,000,000 per year in rentals, Con-
gress manifested absolute indiffer-
ence to our plea for justice. The
several millions of dollars In reve-
nue which the City of Hoboken has
been deprived of through the ex-
emption of the aforesaid piers prop-
erty from municipal taxation has
occasioned in a very large measure,
our present high municipal tax rate.

Emphatic remonstrance should be
forthwith made by all parties con-
cerned to United States Senators
Walter K. Edge and Edward I. Ed-
wards, and to Congressman John ,).l•aia-hearingr and addressed the E a g a n _ r e p r e a e n t a t i v ( 5 o f t h e E l e v .

I committee in our behalf. The mem- enth New Jersey Congressional Dis-
Ibers of the Port of New York Au- trlct, which embraces the City of
fthority and their attorney attended H o b o k en* to the end that they willf
I said hearing and opposed our en- manifest and exert diligent and per--
jdeavor. notwithstanding that we 8 l B t e n t e f f o r t t o otteci Congression.il-
I pointed out to them and to said legislation whereby the Federal ,-,i.
Icommittee that the members of tha t l » o r l t i t ; s will compensate the Cit>,
IPort of New York Authority and] o f Hoboken, through payment off
Itheir attorney have heretefbro re- m o n e y i n l i e u o f t a x e B f o r t h e l o s s

ipeateclly publicly declared that t h e ' sustained by the city through the'
IPort of New York Authority did not' u ePm ' a t ion of taxes upon the piers
laeek nor claim exemption from mu-' ProPet"ties aforesaid, and assure tu-
[nicipal taxation or assessments for t u r e r e l l e f i n t h e P™>mlH0-
J public improvements "•"• Inrl>' '1Qt >'c generally known
I "John Nicholson, as representative' t h a t t)r°Pe"ty within the City of ilo-
lof the United States Shipping- Board b o k e n o f approximately $28,000,000
iLieutenant Colonel John P. jfc- i n r a l u e l s "1OW < ? x e r"i ' t f |ci» taxa-
lAdams, as representative of the " ° " ' UI1<* that in ailciition thereto.

Secretary of War, and (Jeneral 'S t e v e n H ln'-stltute of Technology has
[George W. Goethals also appeared
Ibefore said committee. The com-
Imittee on April 4 submitted to the
Senate its rep-prt in the aforesaid

j matter, favorably, with amendments
I which it recommended.

"One of Mild amendments was
proposed by the representative of
the United States Shipping Hoard,

f.Jand another was proposed by the
1 £ r P r e S e n t a t l v e o f t h e Secretary of
! War, and another was propdsml by
I the committee itself. The nnietjd-
jment proposed by the Secretary of

j War is inimical to the interests of
j t n e city of Hoboken insofnr mi it

The Hoboken pier situation which
has been brought about by the taking-
over of piers by the government dur-
ing the World' War, will be presented
to President CooliJge at Washington
by t committee of tha Chamber of
Commerce, sometimes next week.
The conimittM! will be headed by
Manager AI. W. Coffin, and will con-
sist of members who will be namn'l
at a meeting of the board of direct-
ors, the early part of the week.

Th« committee will leave no stone
unturned to present all the facts be-
fore the President, in the hopes that
some remedy will be given the city
regarding the taxation problem
which has resulted in the taking over
of piers for government purpose.

Robs City of Income
The piers were seised by the United

States for war purposes, but no at-
tempt has been made to turn them
over to private individuals or corpo-
rations. This robs the city of a. valu-
able source of income by taxation,
vhich must be met by the city of
Hoboken on the whole.

Citizens have been up in arms be-
cause of the manner the government
has looked upon the situation. Since
there is no tax paid by the govern
ment on the pier properly which it
3iow holds, the city of Hobf'ken Is
forced to pa* the additional tax
whereas that property (ormeily save
the'City a bipr return.

The committee uf the Chamber of
Commerce hopes to influence the
Chief Executive to see the situation
as it now exists, and either have the
nation as a who!e pay, or allow pri-
av«e corporations to use the r.iers

))enp!e of Hoboken will anxiously
'it the outcome ni this mretinir,

rce their welfare is most directly
r e r t r i v, , th if

ON PIER PROBLEM;
Fallon Attacks Edge's Fail-

ure to Secure Relief
for Hoboken.

i

\ autlio/izes said official—if he deems
{it to be in the public Interest* thnt
•i.ny real or personal property owned
\ S' >. *• Hobol<f-n ilanuf.icl urci s'
IKallroad Company not connected
I with the nilh-oad itself shouH be
Meparateely disposed of ,,v held for
later disposition—to caiiHo such
ptoporty to be transferred from th«

jiloboken Manufacturers' Railroad
I Company to the United Stat.-a,- or
Ho form a corporation to acquire
IStteh property for the pui-pos-i of
Rowing the same until such time

the Secretary of War sectrex

i-ousonable price therefor
l a J P / i tnf*''Mt Purpose of such
amendment, ,JS to deprive the city
of Hoboken of taxes which it now

liTZe\lroni ^, meadow l0«s own-

annually, I'o,- years past, been
persistently endeavoring to have its
recreation field of considerable
acreage exempted from taxation.
The city law departnfent has thus
far thwarted the Stevens 'institute
of Technology in its purpose, but the
time is '.ut far distant when .said
property will be exempted from
taxation, un'ess the legislature shall
repeal thu iniquitous lawn which
now permit so generally the exemp-
tion of property from taxation.

"Jf the Port of New York Author-
ity should acquire any considerable
amount of property in the City of
Hoboken and claim exemption from
taxes thereon, and also claim ex-
emption from assessments lor muni-
cipal improvements which would be
a special benefit to such propertyj
and such Halms should be sustained
by our courts, the financial plight!
which our city would suffer a.- a re-l
suit of all fcuoli exemptions cannotl
reasonably be estimated at th is |
time,"

HOLD CONFERENCE
ON PIER PROBLE

At a conference held yesterday
between A. J. Volk and W. A. D.
Evans, representing the Hoboken
Chamber of Commerce, and offi-
cials of the United States Shipping
Board, the situation in regard to
tho governmental operation of the
local piers was again discussed, but
nothing of any account came of the
meeting.

The local Chamber of Commerce
representatives again brought up
thq question of taxation and also
contended that the piers were not
used to their maximum capacity by
the Shipping Board. The officials
of the latter body were of the be-
lief that this Is not so, but prom-
ised to make a further lnvestiga
tlon.

In view of the stand taken by
Hamilton Kenn In his campaign
platform for tho Senntorshlyi "that:.
I shall demand the return to prl-;
vatp ownership of property ac-
quired by the (jovetnment for war-;
time emergencies M"<1 na longer re-[
quired for such purposes, In order*•
that the property may again bo In- v
eluded In the ratable* of the cora-j.
munlty," Hoboken Interests believe;:
that, all Nuw Jersey candidates for
the Senator-ship should make It
known, unequivocally, tholr atti-
tude toward the transfer of t\n\
Government-controlled piers In Ho-'
tfoken to private ownership.

Commenting on the situation to-
day, Corporation Attorney John J.
Fallon, says:

"Since the year 1918 we ha\c
experienced much pussy-footing
niion the part of our New Jersey .

the United States ,,
!•'• nate with respect to our afore- r
-.il'i tax matter. Senator Edge has,
v rhin tho past year, obtained Con-
i.'i e-aional relief for De Rlso Bros.,

i,ni West Hoboken, and a ship build- •
"•""•Inff company in the vicinity of the '

i T o n n of Koarny, and some other [
• shipping interest which I do not, I
• at this writing recall, as a result ;

KlHof which the aforesaid parties were
MHi-eimbursed by the United States to
• " • I h e extent of several hundred thou-

sand dollars In satisfaction of dam-
ages alleged to have been sustained
through war activities, negligence,
etc.. yet the City of Hoboken's [{

ni t .
y

meritorious claim for relief from
th'- onerous tax burden which has;,
been imposed upon it by reason of <•
the acquisition by the 1'nited States f
of the title to the aforesaid piers*

opi'ity, thus ipso facto exempting'
.said property from municipal taxa-
tion, notwithstanding that tho
I'nlU'd States, through its official
agencies has, bv commercializing
with said property, derived a reve-
nue of millions of dollars there-
from, was allowed by our represen-
tatives in the 1'nitfd States Senate
to rpmnin quiescent.

"Considering the reasonable mar-
ket \alur. of the piers property in
uucstion to be $15,000,000 (which
vatnr front realty experts have
&tatod to bo a very reasonable valu-
ation), and applying thereto our
present city tax rat*, it ls manifest
that the City of Hoboken is being
deprived by the United States au-
thorities of a tax revenue of more
than $700,000 annually.

'Tf the State of New Jersey had
a keen, wide-awake, diligent and
forceful representative in the
United States Senate, and such rep-
resentative would manifest a due
regard for the interests and welfare
Jof the people of the City of Hobo-
ken, then, and not until then, in
my opinion, will the injustice whi« h
has been perpetrated upon tho. cily.
and from which the city now



iFALLON GIVES WARNING THAT
TAX EXEMPTIONS MAY PUT I

THE CITY IN A SERIOUS PLIGHT
|Corporation Attorney Sends

Communication to Com-
missioners, as Mentioned
in Yesterday's Jersey Ob
server Calling Attention to
Matter of the Shore Road

1 Transfer.

irELLS"OF~FIGHT~AGAINST
I STEVENS INSTITUTE

>! As stated in yesterday's Jersey
»«Obsorver, Corporation Attorney

;^,John J. Fallon presented to the Ho-
,;iboken City Commission meeting

jyesterday an important communl-
jcation relative to the amount of
property exempt from taxation and

'••11 he predicament the city would be
in following further exemptions. He

'idea.lt particularly, with the ques-
'tion raised pertaining to the Ho-
'boken Manufacturers' Railroad and
the efforts of Stevens' ^Institute of

^'Technology to obtain exemption for
.jits recreation field. The, following

is the letter in part:
: "On March 21, 1924, 1 appeared
'before the Committee on Military

UAf fairs of the United States Senate
jio oppose the passage of Senate
Bill No. 2287—a bill to permit the

((Secretary of War to dispose of and
l-'ort of New York Authority

Ito inquire the stock of the Ho-
boken Land and Improvement Com-
pany iind thy Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce also' attended said
meeting for the same purpose.

"I urged (and was supported
.therein by the representatives of the
SMoboken Land and Improvement
jCoiiipany and 'nf> Hoboken Cham-

1 ,'ber of CoJUmerce) that the bill be
amended* J$s to provide (hat

•nothing eontain«M.ti£re1n or In the
ininl: resolution approvetkAuguat 2'!,
IH-1, or in the joint resolution, ap-

i iproved July 1, 1921'. nor any rights,
iiithorlty, or privilege granted to
bn said T'orl. of New York Au-

! Miority by virtue of said resolutions
<ir any or either or both of' them,
[>v by said act, shall relieve or ex-
•iiipt, tin- l-'ort. of .Vow Yorl; Au-
hority. or any property acquired
jr held by it, from any municipal
axes, or assessments for public
mprovements.

"Senator Walter E. Kdgo and
in»n John J. Kagan ^.ttend-

il said hiaring and addressed tho

Chambe
Coolidge

to See
m Pier

organized and existing' under and
by virtue of the laws of New Jer-
sey, the capital stock of which Is
owned or controlled by the United
States. The effectuation of the pur-
pose so proposed would impose .an-
other onerous and inequitable bur-
den upon the taxpayers of our city,
tho officials which have since the
year 1918 been importuning Con-
gress to redress the grievous in-
justice perpetrated upon the city
through non-payment by tho Fed-
eral authorities of municipal tases
on pier properties which constitute
approximately 1,750 feet of our city
water front, the exemption of which
from taxes because of Federal
ownership takes from our city
treasury approximately $700,000 per
year—for such would bo the amount
of tax revenue derived from said
property If It were In private owner-
ship and valued at $15,000,00, which
is said to be the reasonable market
value thereof, and taxed at the year
1924 tax rate of $47.48 per thou-
sand.

"The additional loss In municipal
taxes which would result
enactment of Senate Bill 2

Tax Row
WHITE H O U f CONFAB
EXPECTED | 0 DECIDE
CITY'S RIGHT TO LEW

The Hoboken pier situation whic
has been brought about by tha taking j
over of piers by the government dur-

from thoj ir.g the World' War, w.il be presented
J287 con-lto President Coolidge at Washington

•taiiBi»rT th.e a f o " p a a i d amendment aslby \ commits* of tb-3 Chamber of
nroposed by the" Secretai y of War,gCommerce, sometimes next week.
would plaot the city of Hoboken

a serious financial plight.
"Notwithstanding that the Mayor

of the city iind myself as Corpora-
tion Attorney, with the hearty co-
operation of the Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce and the Hoboken I
Land and Improvement Company,/
have, been striving annually sincej
1918 to Impress Congress with thej
equity of our city's claim for reve
nue from said properties, or foi
the payment of moneys in lieu o
taxes, particularly in view of the

The committee will be headfd by
Manager Al. W. Coffin, and will con-
sist, of members who will be nanwl
at a meeting of the board of direct-
ors, the early p-irt of the week.

Th« committee will leave no stont
unturned to present all the facts be-
fore the President, in the hopes that
some remedy will be Riven the city
regarding the taxation problem
which has resulted in the taking over
of piers for government purposes.

Robs City of Income
The piers w«re seised by the Umfel

States tor war purposes, but no ,it-
fact that the Federal authorities!tempt has been made to turn them
have been using said piers for other|over to private individuals or corpo-

i Thi b th it f ithan public purposes, to wit, for
commercial purposes, and has de-
rived a very considerable annual
revenue therefrom—In some years
since 1918 as much as nearly
$1,000,000 per year in rentals, Con-
gress manifested absolute indiffer-
ence to our plea for justice. The
several millions of dollars m reve-
nue which the City of Hoboken has
been deprived of through the ex-
emption of the aforesaid piers prop-
erty from municipal taxation hns
occasioned in a very large measure
our present high municipal tax rate.

Emphatic remonstrance should Ix
forthwith made by all parties con-
cerned to United States Senators
Walter K. Kdge and Edward I. Ed-
wards, and to Congressman John J.
Eagan, representative of the Elev-

conimmeo in our behalf. The mem- cnth New Jersey Congressional Dis-
bers of the Port of New York Au- trict, which embraces the City of1
thority and their attorney attended Hoboken* to the end that they will

rations. This robs the city of a. vaiu
able source of income by taxation,
which must he met by the city of
Hohoken on the whole.

Citizens have been up in arms he-
cause of the manner the government
has looked upon the situation. Since
there is no tax piiid by the govern-
ment on the pifr property which it
now holrls, the city of Hoboken is I
forced to pa* the additional tax.I
whereas that property (ormeily save [
the -city a bis return.

The committee of the Chamber of
Commerce hopes tn influence the
Chief Executive to see the situation
i'.s :t now exists, and either have the
nation as a who!e pay. or alljw pri-
vate corporations to use the r.iers
Thf people of Hnlwken will anxiously

'it the outcome of this raeetins,
:e their welfare ;s most direct!-/

v . - : t h i f .

Fallon Attacks Edge's Fail-
ure to Secure Relief

for Hoboken.

ID I ; * 1 ' . -

peatedly pubjicly declared "that ti l e 'sustained by the city through thf
Port of New York Authority did not* deprivation of taxes upon the pierf
seek nor claim exemption from mu-' Properties aforesaid, and assure fu-
nicipal taxation or assessments for t u r o r e l l e f in the promine.
public improvements. " " J t "iny i>ot be generally known

"John Nicholson, as representative! t l i a t Pr°PC-"ty within the City or Ho-
of the United States Shipping Board I b o k e " of approximately $20,000,000
Lieutenant Colonel John 'p i j c - i n v a l u e »3 -iow exempt from taxa-
Adam.s, as representative of the t l 0 " ' a " ( t t l i a t i n addition thereto.
Secretary of \v(,r, and Oenenl ' s t e v e n « lri.nitute of Technology bus
Ceorge W. Goethals also appeared I annually. l'<v Homn years past, been

Th«

! Hill

before said committee. The com-
mittee on April 4 submitted to the
Senate its report In the aforesaid
matter, favorably, with amendments
which it recommended.

"One of said amendments ,.—
proposed by the representative of
the United States Shipping Hoard,
and another was proposed by the
representative of the Secretary of
War, and another was proposed by

Ithe committee itself. The mnend-
ment proposed by the Secretary of
War is Inimical to the interests of
the city of Hoboken insofar no It
" utligrizes said official—if he deems
i to be In the public interests that
ay real or personal property o\\ ntd

; by th« Hoboken i\Ianuf.io|urci s'
i Railroad Company not connected
with Ihe railroad itself should be
neparateely disposed of or held for
Idter disposition—to cauMo auoh
iiroporty to be transferred from thfl
lloboken Jfanufacturers' Kailroad
Company to tjie United States, or
tn fo'rm a corporation lo acfiulre
Mii'ii property for the purpose of
lulding the same until such time
ii' the Secretary of War secures
i bat he shall deem to be a fair and

{!•• asonable price therefor.
"The manifest purpose of such

j amendment,-ig to deprive the city
I of Hoboken of taxes which it now
I receives from the meadow lots own-
led bv the ll"boken Manufacturers

" B£%tji

persistently endeavoring to have itsg
recreation field of considerable
acreage exempted from taxation.
The city law department lisa tlmsj
far thwarted the Stevens institute
of Technology In its purpose, but the
time is \i it far distant whfii said
property will be exempted from
taxation, un'ess the legislatme shall
repeal the iniquitous laws which
now permit, so generally the exemp-
tion of property from taxation.

"It the Poll of New York Author-
ity should acquire any considerable
amount of property HI the City of
Hoboken and claim exemption from
taxes thereon, and also claim ex-
emption from assessments lor muni-
cipal improvements which would be,
a special bonefit to such property
and such claims should be sustaine
by our courts, the financial pligh
which our city would suffer a:- a re
suit of all such exemptions cannot
reasonably be estimated at.
|time,"

ON PIER PROBLE
At a conference held yesterday|

between A. J. Volk and W, A. D.i
Evans, representing the Hoboken
Chamber of Commerce, and offi-
cials of the United States Shipping
Board, the situation in regard to
the governmental operation of the
local piers was again discussed, but
nothing of any account came of the
meeting.

The local Chamber of Commercel
representatives again brought up
tho question of taxation and alsol
contended that the piers were not
used to their maximum capacity byj
the Shipping Board. The officials
of the latter body were of the be-|
lief that this Is not so, but prom-|
lsed to make
tlon.

In view of the stand taken by
Hamilton Kenn In his campaign
platform for the Senatorshl;i "ibul
I shall demand the return to i>rl
vate ownership of property ac-
quired by 1I)<> (lovernment for war-
time emergencies 'i"d n;> longer 10-
qnlred for such purposes, In orcit-r
that the property may again bn In
eluded In the ratable* of tho com-
munity," Hoboken Interests bollovi-
that all New Jersey candidates fur
ihe Menatorshlp should mako it
known, unequivocally, tholr atti
tudc toward the transfer of th«'
Government-controlled piers in Ho-
Boken to private ownership.

Commenting on the situation tn
day. Corporation Attorney John J
Fallon, says:

"Since the year 1918 we havc
cxperlenced much pussy-footing
ipon the part of our New Jersey

presentatives In the United States
nate with respect to our afore-
d tax matter. Senator Edge, has,

within tho past year, obtained Con-
gressional relief for T)e Riso Bros.,
of West Hoboken, and a ship build-
Incr company in the vicinity of the
Town of Kearny, and some other
shipping interest which I do not,
at this writing recall, as a result
of which the aforesaid parties were
reimbursed by the United States to
tin' extent ai several hundred thou-
sand dollars in satisfaction of dam-

alleged to have been sustained
through war activities, negligence,
etc.. yet the City of Hoboken's
meritorious claim for rpllef from
Ilv onerous (ax burden which has
been imposed upon it by reason of
the acquisition by the United States
of the title to the aforesaid piers
propi'rty, thus ipso facto exempting
N;\id property from municipal taxa-
tion, notwithstanding that tho
United States, through its official
agencies has, by commercializing'
with said property, derived a reve-
nue of millions of dollars there-
from was allowed by our reprosen-
i;iii\.-.\« in the United States Senate
to renuiin quiescent.

"Considering the reasonable mar-
ket value of the piers property in
question to bo S15,000,000 (which
vater front realty experts have
stated to be a very reasonable valu-
ntlnn), and applying thereto our
present clly tax rate, it is manifest
that the City of Hoboken is being
deprived by the United States au-
thorities of a tax revenue of more
than $700,00(1 annually.

"If the State of New Jersey had
keen, wide-awake, diligent and

forceful representative in the
United States Senate, and such rep-
resentative would manifest a due'
regard for the interests and welfare;-
'of the people of this City of Hobo-|
ken, then, and not until then, in |
my opinion, will the. injustice which!
|has been perpetrated upon the cit.y,|
und from which the city now su



VALUABLE SPACE ON HOBOKEN
PIERS BEING WASTED UNDER

SHIPPING BOARD MANAGEMENT
New Plan for

lyn nhaHErarisfer ihV"coffee fromThe
Khip to the warehouse direct.ShOW Need

Private Ownership and Ef- H A I S F B S S S SS^STTS? .
D l > n ; ^« n n A A . i L . j . tpntloti of all the Hoboken piers was
DUSineSS IWetnOdS the fact that a new steamship line,

n:~ * ê Winchester Line, had been given
DlS- berthing space at Hoboken. But as

t f h hM/it-u n . . t , , ; n Tl»:*« a matter of fact the Winchester
With Party in TillS Line took over seven of the smaller

ships which were being operated by
the United States Line from the Uo-
boken piers, so that this was really
n o addition to the shipping fleet
jwhfch made Hoboken the home port.

CM PI flVCn DY BftADIV Much criticism was directed at'the
LIVIrLUI CU D I DUHnU Winchester Line when it was organ-

, lized and generously given space in
The entire stretch of the upper I Hoboken. on the ground that it was

j decks of the former North German .really an English concern, and
j Lioyd and Hamburg American piers those at the head of the company

LUUAL KtblUtNIb

in Hoboken, now controlled by the
I XT. S. Shipping- Board, are in tfause.
| little freight comes in on the

ft liners docking in Hoboken from the
| trans-Atlantic trade and the South
j American trade that there is no use/
(for the extensive upper decks of the
I piers by the companies operating
I ships at the Government docks.

While the situation h» Hoboken,
I by which the City is robbed of tax-
I producing property through the
(Government ownership, has been
I placed before investigation bodies
I from time to time, the Republican
j organization in Hudson County
I strongly feels the injustice which is
I being worked upon Hoboken, but
I realizes at the same time that tho
I present situation and the Govern-
[ment ownership of the docks is
• nothing more or less than a stono
I around the neck of the present ad-
| ministration.

As one prominent Republican
I stated yesterday, "Not only is the
I present policy of the Shipping Board
I unfair to the City of Hoboken, to
I Hudson County generally, and to the
[business men and the merchants of
| the Mile Square City, but it is no
sood to the Republican party, and

(the sooner the conditions are cor-
II rected the better."

ROAKD'S CLAIMS FALSE.
From those who are closely in

I touch with the situation it is learned
I that despito the claims of the Ship-
f ping Board that the local piers are
I fully occupied, so much so that it
[was impossible to give the North
I German Lloyd Company a pier in
J Honoken and forced that concern to
I go with their larger liners to South
I Brooklyn, where a pier was leased
J to it by the son of a member of the
[Shipping Board, the entire business
Inow being done at the piers could bo
|cco nmodated on one dock without
Jiiconvenieneing any of the lines do-
Ing business there now.

It is pointed out that the Munson
[Mne which operates vessels for the
lShlpping Board has very few pas-
sengers, and that the bulk of its
[reicht is coffee from South Amer-

This freight is unloaded and
ported direct to a warehouse in

'klyn, on expensive method of
j lling such freight when the
Lpany could get a pier in Brook-

promptly re-organized and gave the
company a new name so that it is
now known as the American Mer-
cantile Line.

DON'T USE FACILITIES.
As far as its docking operations

from Hoboken are concerned the
American Mercantile Line might as
ivei! dock its ships in the middle of
the river because practically all of
the little freight business the ships
of this line vets is lightered from
the ship's side in Hoboken and
taken to Brooklyn. Pier 6, Hobo-
ken, is an old wooden pier that was
partly destroyed by fire. As the
American Mercantile Marine Line
does not utilize tho modern pier
equipment which they have been as-
signed, it has been pointed out that
Pier (i would suit their purposes
quite as well as Pier 3 which they
are now using.

Thin would give the Shipping
>oard im opportunity to lease Pier

•i .-it a profitable rental for the Gov-
ernment to the North German Lloyd
'otnpany whivh needs the facilities
n Hoboken so badly.

~, ,T1ie. JLliL MuzJaxmbLMM. -feats.
Piers 3 and 4, but their entire activi-
ties are now confined to Pier 4.

OTHERS GET JOBS.
Whatever political patronage iagiven

piers
out
is

Piers\ Urged on
Governmen

CITYLOSSDUE
1 0 POLICIES AT
HARBOR SHOWN

Chamber Urjyes Unified Lontrol ed states shipping Board, but

On Ship Board to Stop

Empty Pier Spaces

The Shipping Board men in reply
to this information said there are
tiaftes when the whole of a pier is
used for a ship docking o"i ona sldo
of, it, thereby making it impossible
to dock a ship on the othsr slda of
the pier.

Urges Unified Operation.
The most important matter j

brought out at the conference was
Mr. Coffln'e suggestion that the op-
eration of the piers be unified. This
would make for efficiency and the
elimination of waste, he contended.
These non-tax producing piers at
Hoboken are all owned by the Unjt-

the:
operation of them is divided between.
different steamship lines.

Mr. Coffin's proposal is that the
docking of ships bo distributed be-
tween the piers, according to avail-j
able space at the time they como in.'|
Under the plan sailings could be ar-:

An Important conference fcfftweon r a n g e d E 0 that as one ship pulled
officials of the Hoboken Chamber of o u t a n o t h e r p u n e d ir,. U n d e r t h e ,
Commero eand officials of the United p r e s e n t arrangement a ship must
States Shipping Board regarding the a n c h o r j t h e stteAm a t t l m e s a n d

use made of tne ±ior,OKen piers, was w a , t t h e r 6 u n t i J [ t a articular pier
held.yesterday at 1 Newark street j g v a c a t e d b y another ship even

A mass of details and figures ob- though the other piers are unoccu-
' n p r t hv t h o n h s m h ' e r of C c m m e r c e _ , . j °j. *,__ i :by the Chamber of Commerce p i e i \ t t n e t i m e .

to prove that the piers are T h e C n a m b e r a

tai
tending
not being used to the maximum of
their capacity was

!so urged that a
the maximum oi n o w p l e r b 9 b u i i t a s s o o n a g possible-
presented to tne the «ite of old Piers Nos. 5 and

Shipping Board men. They assured 6 w h J c h w e r e t o u t o f c o m m i s .
the Chamber that they would inform s i o n b y t h o b i g W 2 t e p f r o n t flre a
Admiral Leigh C. Palmer, held of f e w g n w a 3 d { h a t
the Shipping Board about the facts „..>. - _„„, „.„. w n , l M h* RuitahleShipping
presented to them, and that he would
surely make a reply to the Chamber.

Shows Loss to Merchants.
Anthony J. Vo!k, Sr., president of

tha Chambor; William A. D. Evans,
president of the Cooper Hewitt Elec-
tric Company, and Alyn W. Coffin,

such a new pier would be suitable
as a berth for the Leviathan, and j
that with the opening of th* i t io j
vehicular-tunnel there could fce.n^j
objections to the docking of-thai
R-iant ship again at Hobokenv Onftj
of the reasons given by the Shipping'
Board- for taking tha ship to New

manager, represented the Chamber | York Is the inconvenience of reach
at the conference, and W. J. Fooce, |Ing Hoboken by taxi over the fer-
O..M**!.-* to the vice president of thei r ips-assin connection with the v r _.

not benefiting Hudson E'Hipping Board, and Messrs MoGov- After the conference it was stated
County, is certainly not benefiting em and Thomas, in charge respec-1 that the Shipping Board officers
Hoboken, as it is understood thattiv«iy " " ' " " *" " ~*
Practically none of the Federal em- pjf*j
ployes In Hoboken are Jersey men. jfr_

:rstood that'tivojy of the Hoboken and New York soemed sympathetic to tho pleas of
Federal em- pj f . 3 of the Shipping Eoard. ! the Chamber, although they stated

Coffin stated that an exhaus-
This has been a flora point with t i v 6 r e p o r t o { a l , r e c o r d s a n d o f flrst

Hudson County Republican pohti- h a n d obserVatWn at the piers, show-
cians, who looked toward the piers e d t h a ( , t h a r e fc
— a means for placing in employ-as
ment

m e a n sa means for placing in employ- d t t h e m a x ! m u n l ot their capa-
it Hudson County men Wfco wew city a n d t h a t t h ! s w a a refiectid

l
in _ „ . „

out of work. But on the larger t h e b u g i n e s g l i f e o f t n o d t y t 0 the done Hoboken by the failure of the
f-s?e5* "f. *h.0. .8t",^li>n. l ^ r S ^ J l o s B of th» merehanffc _. J ^ J goverm>wnt to pay taxes on the

that they were not in place to take
any action themselves, but would
simply make a report.

The Chamber of Commerce again
pointed out In an emphatic manner
*he continued great injustice being

k b h f i l f th

ing policy has worked a hardship on
the people of Hoboken generally, and
a strong effort is Ming nfade to cor-;
rect the situation.. f

The first step in this direction is1

toward having a pier leased to the
North German Lloyd Company.

GERMAN LINER DOCKS
AT HOBOKEN PIER

IHOBOKEN TO HEAR
EDGE TALK PIERS

A big Edge rally will'be staged in
iHoboken on Tuesday at a mass
• meeting to be held at O. L. G. Hall,
J Fifth street and Willow avenue.
iThe meeting ie under the uuspices of
Ithe Republican Club of the city, and
iJohn Ferguson, chairman of the
[Republican committee, will preside.

It is understood that the Senator
[will have something to say in con-
Inection with the pier situation in
1 Hoboken, which is of paramount;
I importance in this campaign, no1

loiily to the people of Hoboken but V
Ithe taxpayers of Hudson County an
|the entire State of New Jersey.

This will be the only big Edge
• meeting in Hoboken during the pri-
Imary campaign, and the local
J leader Is confident that not only
lEdge but the entire Regular Repub-
Ilican ticket will be carried over-
Iwhelmlngly in the Mile Square City
I John F. Gardner, candidate fofl
Ithe Congressional nomination, who
lhas taken a strong stand against]
• Federal control of the local piers andi
lis in favor of the return of the)
[waterfront property to private!
[ownership, will be a speaker at the
Jmeeting, while Albert Pflugh, candi-l
(date for county supervisor, another
lHoboken man, will also be on the!
(program. There will be a number!
(of other candidates on the Edge
(ticket at fh# meeting, and a big

rowd is expected.

; The Dawes Reparation plan is
looked upon in Germany as the best
solution that could have been of-
fered of that country's difficulties
following the World War, according
to passengers returning on ^the
North German Lloyd liner Lueteon,
which docked this morning at the
foot of Sixth street, Hoboken, after
an uneventful crossing from Bremen
by way of Halifax.

At the Newfoundland port the
Luetzon landed 56 passengers,
mostly German farmers, who ex-
pected to take up farms in the Can-
adian Northwest. The ship arrived
at HgJ>Qken with 182 passengers in
thd first cabin and 32 in the steerage.
Most of those on board were Amer-
icans of German parentage return-
ing from visits to relatives.

NSORSHIPHITS
A HOBOKEN PIER

Censorship regarding the recent
Brazilian revolution, establi.shed in '
ports of that country, operated with
full effect yesterday when the
steamer Pan America of the Pan
American Line docked at Pier 1
Hoboken. Captain George RON.'.
nnd his officers declined to talk
about the assault- upon the Govern
meat because they had been given
to understand that newspaper in-. .
terviews given by them wtfuld I"1'
considered unfriendly and that they
would not be welcomed again

J. R. Burr, a British subject, and..
Mrs. Burr, an American, were llke-p
wise silent, explaining that all their F"

imoney was invested in Brazil and
; they would not imperil their pos-
sessions.

I Lafayette B. Oleason, of Now
i York, secretary of the Republican
r National Committee, thought the
i rebels were lacking In strategy. For
blocks around the Presidential pal-

i ace, he said, pedestrians were
stopped by regular troops with
bayonets on their guns.

I But people in evening clothes in
I cabs were not molested, either be
[cause the soldiers were awestruck
Jor had received orders exempting'
I wearers of the "Soup and Fish."
I Mr. Gleason felt the leader of the
• rebels was no genius or he would
Ihave taken advantage of that situa-
•tlon, even if he had to commandeer
Ithe uniforms of all waiters in the
[occupied



ooudge
m Fight

MERCM
for Piers

TO SUBMIT
A BRIEF TO
PRESIDENT

FIGHT FOB PIERS
The Republican Congres-

sional Candidate Opens
His Campaign.

John F. Gardner, of Hoboken, Re-
publican Congressional candidate in
the Eleventh District, started a

«i . . p , . f r . n whirlwind campaign in the district

IVation s Lhief- Lxecutive Prom- ] a s t night, which he intends to mav-

ises to Investigate Situation t a i n r l g h t u p u n t i l E l e c t i o n T>^- H e I
. attended eleven meetings at which j
in Hoboken he spoke on the issues of the cam-

paign and outlined his platform upon ,which he is confident he will be |Washington, Oct. 23.— Renewed „!„_».. J,
confidence that Hoboken's

to
piers

j elected.

the piers situation

ihdge Pledges His Aid in
City Pier Relief Drive

J
Senator Addresses Two Rallies and Makes His Stand!

Clear on Issue That Kean Ignored—Former
Appointees Now Working for Opponent.
The solemn pledge that he will not relax his efforts

or determination until the matter of pier taxes in Hoboken
is definitely and properly adjusted in 'he interests of the city
was given by Senator Walter E. Edge before a crowd that
filled St. Mary's Hall, Hoboken, last night.

It was the second of two big Edge rallies in Hudson
County last night, the other being at the Emerson High
School, West Hoboken, and the crowd cheered his
nouncement with enthusiasm.

House. piers j , , <*ve l o p e d *o at least

..uoiurai [oaay were An-
thony J. Volk, Sr., president of the
Hobok'en Chamber of Commerce;
Mayor Patrick R. Griffin, of Hof.o-

(I ken; former Judge Thomas Haiglit,
\ Palmer Campbell, president of the

Hoboken T.o-J

ion which wWch the North GeVrn^T, ^ " ^

that they stuck until he
h 'S a ^ P a r a n ^ around

The candidate
U.MIU unu improvement

Company; Congressman John J. ig •-.- • -•••••*;•
I Arlyn W. Cotlln, manager |f ££™ hj£

„ .....^mrtu companies werf
[in charge, and bringing to the City
of Hoboken taxes that are not now
received because of Government

[ownership.
that he is in

1 H£ ass- sst- ?« s? 5Sftw,i«jBg d either for the countr
lusiness generally. WUh
years' of e i

not
country or for

WU thirty

and national issues.
Senator Edge declared that he was

necessarysorry it find been made ..„...,
for him to. discuss himself in this
campaign, but his confidence in his
renomination was evident in the|lent

m Tir,. /-, m I ' u s i n e s s creiiernllv w i n .i_i r 1 " ^ i » » u i i c a n UCKC

E »& a s ?/•»,„-, «*«-. ;s'i,:;, rv£i,;" H • ? F = »"-. = -

j u m a d e an excel-
omination was evident in the Kent job of it, while Chairman

declaration that after next Tuesday, (John Ferguson discussed the local
when the Republican ticket had been fesMST^S" j"~-i J "-••' •"-- *"

an-

_„„„ for the service he had I
given New Jersey and advised voters
not to swap horses at such an im-
portant time.

Congressman James T. neggs of,
Ohio spoke on national issues, mid-
John P. Gardner, candidate for,
Congress in the Eleventh District.
made a short speech in which lie
declared he would work for t.'ie.

made ,,,.-,,
/"id made an excel-;
it, while Chairmar

y
"I don'tI Subie t UIIKL in tu

icontf si^r^-tic... HriiPp^
M !« the best method to n ~ , _ a t • ''With the practica, certaintyofl "Th0'*1'0", °f t h e * ' K *

nd ^ R e n , , ^ 6 ^ ^ ' W S t T t i m ^ demo»8tr«^d from time

. . .u liu unu determine what
I Is the best method to pursue in order • *«,-
i to obtain justice. Our rnmm"*»» • l n t J

' =HS£ ISS&^M^3"*1^
money in lieu of taxes. J

"Our committee feels greatly en-fr couraged by the President's•tude,"

As to the wet and dry issue, hea declared that it was amazing to him
that a candidate should take the

.. position that ,i law was so sacred
a w w a s s 0 H

whv it wtutl ,e to t h ^ l t h a t h e s h o u l d a s k l h p pPopl(>
i, ii * i i ( L to t h e j | B e n d h ) m t W a s h i tho district to elect h l n fon whv it wtutl ,e to th^i f * ? .i, ii * i i ( L to thejinterests of tho .district to elect hlni-

'MAYOR i r
GO TO WASHINGTON

On his return from Washington
yesterday where he in cnmpanf with
*,_- -. _,. - .. - - Hoboken

was re-
resideiit Cool-_ . . . . . , , u u , . . j x i^ruurnL V..OU1-

~. """ '•' 'T"'i"euuon witii the pier | d g e i n connection with the pier
situation in Hoboken. The. invitation s l t u a t ion in Hoboken, Mayor Pat-
to the chief executive of the city to , . j c k R_ Griffin stated that they had
accompany the Chamber of Com- b ( , e n cordially received, and that
merce Committee was accepted by t h e president displayed an unusual
the Afaiyor who has at all times l n t e r e s t j n Hoboken's plight and ex-
been anxious to do everything pos- p r e s s e r t his hope that something
Bible that might Impress upon the l

mlght b e t ] o n e a ( t e r election to give
government the continued injustice H o l ) o k f i n w h a t s h e apparently justly
to the city by reason of the Ship- deserved
ping Board control of the piers, and
p n g Board control of the piers, and
the resultant loss of revenue to the
city.

The appointment with the Presi-
dent was the direct result of a tele-
gram sent to him personally by the
president of the Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce last week, ami while
it is hoped that the President may
be able to suggest some action in
the i n t e t h

ed.
The aelegation was composed of

President A. J. Volk of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Palmer Campbell,
Sianager A. W. Coffin, and Con-
pressman John J. Eagari with Mayor
Griffin.

Three proposals wer esubmitted
by Judge Haight as suggestions for
relieving Hoboken, one that the
piers b ld l dt h B i n t e r e ^ s o f

h t h : \ ^ : l l A l a ^ ' a r i « J ^ . ^ , ^ 1 1 ?*.}e™i t 0 t h e -C l t ythe intere city, Mayor Grif-
fin is not very sanguine that any-
thing will be done at this time to
relieve the city of the inequitous
burden placedugon Hoboken.

p i r s be sold or leased to the City
qt Hoboken; that they be sold to
private interests, or that some ar-
rangement be made whereby the
City of Hoboken would receive a
revenue eual to what it had form-
erly received ln taxes if it was de-
cided that the. Shipping Board"!
should cgfitlnut^Jn control.

ssues, and declared that the mosti
important thing to keep in mind
was to vote at the primaries.

A reiteration of lm stand in the
"wet" issue and his claim of sup-
porting the President in all meas-
ures of importance as a United
States Senator and a comeback at
charges of his opponent that he
had made some bad appointments
In his life were some nf the more
important things which Senator
Edge brought out in his address to
some' six hundred Republicans at
the Emerson High School, West
Hoboken.

The answer of Senator Edge to
the last mimed charge of bis op-
ponent for the nomination came in
the form of the naming of some
of his appointees while Governor of

- ••- «-.,.u,,. [\ew Jersey that had swung to th<
Getting down to a discussion of support of'Hamilton K. Kenn. Thel

the Hoboken pier situation the Sen- Senator declared that they weiel
,'ttor eulogized the city for its ron- right; he had made a mistake, he|
inbutions to the various drives rlur- had made bad appointments,
.ng the war : ..j ( ]o r p c a U t h a t t nppOlnteflj

xoii_ contributed your full part,'Frank Smith of I'nion County. comJ
more than your part," lie continued., missioner of bunking and insumnce.L

ine government took over your en- Now. he is handling the campaign^
tire waterfront iiractically. Jt was|funds of my opponent. In .vourl
necessaiT. There W;IH no protest from<county, I recall ;in il)ip"in!ment oil
he city government. After the WHr'nnother (.llicir.l, Judge Arch

things started to get hack to normal a district court iudge. He is nowl
again, but here you are today in 1 In-, working for niy oppnnent.'
ooken, after five years, b.ittlin- for i The three local llepubliean candi-1
your municipal rights. (dates for councilmanic. offices, Ar-I

p "satisfied
With t h e ... i.nciuini ivincil a
large proportion of the country was
more or less in rebellion.

"Your chairman, .Inhn Kcrguson, f
greatly admire. He lias been' one
of your most active citfjjens in try-
ing to secure an adjustment of theg to secure an a
situation. You wer
i

of the
perfectly will-

h_ i" >'' * i i.v win-
ing to contribute your share during
the war, but it is not just or fntr
that you of all-the cities in the coun-
try should continue to contribute us
you are doing in the Insn nf mu-
nicipal revenues fro mthe piers.

"I have tried to alleviate this situ-
ation. It must, be alleviated. It is
absolutely unfair that, it continue
longer. I have discussed this matter
personally with the President of the
United States, and he thoroughly
agrees with the justness of Hobo-
ken's claim.

"Although I was in part responsi-
ble for the establishment of the Port
of New York Authority when Gov-
ernor, and I believe that the com-
prehensive system which has been
worked out will greatly benefit the
Jersey shore in the port, if the fur-
therance of their plan means con-
lnuing to keep out of the tax rata-
iles the waterfront property in Ho-
>oken, I will be unalterably opposed
:o it."

National Issues were discussed by
'ormer Judge Robert Carey. He pre-
dicted that, as four years ago, Ho-
boken would again go Republican
this fall and looked to see Democrats
and Republicans alike lining up
against the "menace from within,"
referring apparently to the third
l / : n - l v I !•• . - . . , , > . • > • • ! < . • I i i - l i H i j . , n , , r

r councumanic omces, Ar
thur Spitznagle, in the First Ward
Einile Coyen, in the Second Ward
land David .Schmedes, in the Third
, addressed the gathering in thein
lirst real effort at electioneering fof
Ihe fall campaign. All urged thel
importance of voting at the primar-l
ies and the upholding of party|
loyalty.

Kortn"r Town Treasurer George
Co:c presided nt the meeting.
Thomas MacDonald, county leader:

d E l t i C i i Pand Elections
Seglie, leader

d t

ad, county :
Commissioner Paul
of North Hudson,Seglie, leader of North Hudson,

appeared with Senator' Edge, and
accompanied him to Hoboken.
Every Republican of any vote in
North Hudson was present.



u

Pick Delegation
for Piers to

See Coolida
j VOLK, C O F F I N T ^

AND CAMPBELL
TO MAKE TRI

COOLIDGE I L L
NEAR CHAMBER

ON1HEPIERS

; The telegram sent by
jto the Chief Executive of the mi-
llion was as follows: "Hoboken has
jlost approximately two and one-
Jhalf million dollars in taxes and
•millions of dollars in commerce and
(industry as a result of govern-f
mental ownership and occupancy of!
the Hoboken piers since 1918. This'
tax upon the resources of this city-
of 68,000 people, covering an area
of a square mile, was understan-.l-'
able as or war measure, but is in-

Both Jersey Senators and Con

gressman Eagan Likely to Be

at White House Interview

Hoboken will be' represented by
political as well as civic representa-
tives at the conference with Presi-
dent Coolidge, next Thursday morn-
ing. C. Bascom Slemp, secretary to
the President, wired the Hoboken
Chamber of Commerce that a con-
ference had been arranged for 11:30
o'clock Thursday morning with rep-
resentatives of the Chamber, to dis-
cuss the pier situation.

At the meeting of the Board of
Directors yesterday Anthony J. Valk.
president of the Chamber; A. W.
Coffin, manager, and Palmer Camp-
bell were selected to represent the
Chamber of Commerce at the con-
ference. Telegrams were sent yes-
terday to Governor Silzer, Senators
Edge and Edwards, and Congress-
man Eagan. Senator Edge, it is
practically assured, will join the
Hoboken delegation at the conference.

Coffin to Join Party
Manager A. W. Coffin left for

Washington yesterday to attend the
annual conference of the National
Association of. Commercial Organiza-
tion Secretaries. It is likely he will
return to Ho*boken to join the rest

.' of the Hoboken men who are to see
President Coolidge Thursday.

Senator Edwards wired the Cham-
ber of Commerce yesterday, practi-
cally assuring the delegation he will
join them at Washington for the
conference. What attitude will be
taken by Governor Silzer, Senator
Edge and Congressman Eagan could
not be learned, but it Is likely one
of the three will also join the Ho-

' boken delegation.

Four a ttearinp-at
House Next Thursday
Morning.

,. tolerable during peace times. Ho-
Sj boken has been unjustly compelled

— _ <' to subsidize the Shipping Board toi
PvooiAant A « . . A n 4- n - H the extent of several hundred thou-p,
r e s i d e n t AgTeeS tO Grant flsand dollars yearly, whereas the na-.'-

f !j tion us a whole; through Congress,!
OI I lias refused one dollar as substdy.p-

r t] Congress and the Shipping Board-
OI ;•! have been repeatedly petitioned by

fhitn lj t h i s c i t y a n f i b y t n l s Chamber, for
' " l i e action in the matter, but without

avail.
"Records show piers at present

are being used at less than 76 per
cent, of capacity, whereas there is
an. urgent demand by private:
steamship companies for the re-
maining space. The activities ot'i
t.hese companies would benefit this
city greatly. Hoboken interests un-
ready to purchase this property at,
a. profit to the Government or to
rent the properties on an equitable'
basis and give the Shipping Board
vessels prior rights in docking at
current New York harbor rates and
assure the payment of taxes to the
City of Hoboken. This offer is :

possible, for our operation would be
as a unified steamship terminal
under private" rather than Govern-'
mental supervision, which would!
save many thousands of dollars.

] President Calvin Coolidge
i has consented to meet repre-

sentatives of the Hoboken
; Chamber of Commerce to
| discuss the pier situation in
| the Mile-Square City as a re

suit of which Hoboken has
| lost -two amd a half million
j dollars in taxes and millions
i of dollars in commerce and
1 industry.
I C. Bascom Slemp, secretary to
jthe President, in a telegram to
•Anthony J. Volk, president of the
Chamber, to-day announced that
lift had made arrangements for a
committee of four from tho Cham-
ber to meet the President at 11-30

PIER PLEA PUT
BY CITY TO

THE PRESIDENT

y
The people of Hoboken feel that
our only recourse is through your-
self as President of the United
States. Would it be possible for I

_ W" to grant an audience to a com- '
October 2», next Thursday. mittee of four relative to this mat-

This was in reply to a telegram ; ' ' r o n Thursday, October 23, or
sent to the President by the Hobo- h'''""day. October 24?"

jken Chamber of Commerce request-' T h e rer>ly of the President,
ing the conference and pointing out t through his secretary, r&eived this
the injustice of the Government in fj morning, is as follows:
forcing Hoboken to subsidize the I "My I>car Mr. Volk—Your tolc-
.Shipping Board while the nation $ g r a m o f October, 16 has been i>-
itself, through Congress, hud re- £ celved and noted. I have made in
iiiaed such a subsidy to shipping. J engagement for a committee of ton,

from the Hoboken Chamber of
Commerce to see the President mi
October 23, at 11:30. Sincerely
yours, C. R Slemp."
. The personnel of the committee
to represent the Chamber will !•<•
selected at the mooting of I lie
ig of directors this afternoon.

While unrepresented at the hear-fe
Ing before, the President, the Ports;

Hears
gation and Gets Port
Authority Letter.

ITUTLETTN
Washington, Oct. 23.—

President Coolidge appeared
the Hoboken

tion and asked them

cf New Yorjt Authority presented its;
views on the situation in a letter-
addressed tp the Fiesldent by Dej
Witt Van BuskJrk, chairman, which!
urged that the properly be retained!
•under public control, rither through
t h e

ot Hoboken, the State of

"The Port Authority has beer
very much interested in the opporj
tunity which the government owned
railroad and waterfront at Hoboket
offer for the development of a modi.'
(in combined ocenn anti rail steam-J
ship t*rmlnal. Such o combined!

!• ;_Jtcean and rail steamship terminal!

Shipping Board along the lines fol-

Owned piers at Charleston. W
O n e P ] a n Pre««nto.I to the P esl-

d G n t b y t h e Hoboken delegation ivvas i
' t h . - I . Of the piers or the.,• « h j . |

Tan

t.v 4 i . „ . , , . , ; - , ' lnrly opposed to, and urges its
Your telegram of October 15 has t o prepare-a, brief stating their ; tion by the President,

been received and noted. I have ; H . i> fiJ,;j L . * , . I J ! While the proposal tc organize a
made an engagement for a commit- position. t ie said he would c o r D O r a t l o n ln' H o b o U e n t o t " k e o v e r

tee of four from the Hoboken Chain- have the brier presented toher of Commerce to see the Presi-
dent, October 23, at 11:30.

Sincerely yours, (signed) C. B.
.Slemp.

Secretary of War and
chairman of the Shipping
Board and ask them if
would not suggest some
for

corporation in Hoboken to take over
the piers has been discussed at sev-

of thl
of Commerce for the I

of terminal facilitl
centers. The. Port!

believes that such a
ne of great \alue to the

United States, as w l l aR to the Por
sf New York, and that It could not|
fce otherwise than of special value
to the City of Hoboken. The Port)
Authority would arrange, as it has
frequently said, to pny local
upon such a development.

"There would seem to be no rea-l

this l;np has h«en t of the City
, , .. . . . » .Hoboken and with the business men!

,!lllef I1,0" « " ' e , S o « ' invested in developing th.*e*

[SpeHal to .iHrsev OnS,Tve,.|

outline of such a plan to Presi-

S
in l.i« let
in lUS lei-

piers. It could be done in complete;?x j
Van
VanWashington, Oct. 2:;.—-Represen- ter asks that the Shipping Board

tatives- of the City of Hoboken and pi.®r8,j)e, c , o n s e r v « d . f» co-operation
., „ . , _. . " with Hoboken and its business men,
the Hooolen Chambw of Commerce B S a combined ocean and rail Kteam-
were in audience with President ship terminal. Tho letter declares
Coolidge today In relation to the t n f t t t" e P)ers are interrelated with
Hoboken pier situation.

Primarily the purpose of the visit-
ing delegation is to secure through
the President relief for the City of
Hoboken of the inequitable burden
which has been placed upon that
city by virtue of the continued con-
trol by the Shipping Board of the
piers formerly owned by the North
German Lloyd and IlHniburg-Amer-

tlie Hoboken Shore Line Kailroad
iiiid adjacent waterfront property
owned by the government and says:

"We have always thought that if
the Port Authority acquired the
Hoboken Shore Line Railroad and
the waterfront property now owned
by the Hoboken Manufacturers'
Kailroad Company, it would log-

ican Companies*.
It wah pointed out 'i.v the delega-

tion, whicli included Mayor Patrick
It. Griffin and President A. J.
Volk, Palmer Campbell and Man-,
ager A. XV. Coffin of the Chamber,

jth»t Hoboken formerly received in
taxes from the two German steam-
nliip oompanles over $250,000 a year,
that sinJO government control Hobo-

dken has received no rovenue what-
gever, and has theroby lost several
Imillions of dollars; that seventy-five
'per cent of the shipping facilities
w e not used by the Shipping Board,
<und that local steamHhlr companies
ijiave been driven ti\»uy from th«]
waterfront, imiioulnSf aa additions 1 j
i tujrderi on the c|t.vv, ..... .

\

were transferred either t<\ the munl-ij
of Hobok&n or .to the
Jersey or to the Port

thority, the public agency taking'
title, paying the government a f;iii
price for the property, or takiriK
operating lease of the property from
the United Statest Shipping Board
along the lines folldwed in the ruse
of the jTovernment-owned piers »vM
Charleston. •

Finallv the Port Authority nsks
for a htaring before my action is
taken and suggests that in the
meantime the President direct that;]

conference, consisting of

H ' . i ' S ? . ^IH'X™^',. °f th° th" Sectary of'War. the ieeiXylpiers to the Port Authority.

nil local t.axoB

of Commerce, representatives of Ho-,
i •• »„-„ boken a.s well as the Port Authority'^assessments^ tor , ) e h e W t Q c o n s ) d e r t h e w h o l e „,.„,,.-

- , . ,—. . , \ »e ne n 10 consider me wnoie pro >-
f."y 2™***™™?" I! 1?^lle± %|lem from the standpoint ot the' bestis
contained in the lettaf but this am-
biguity has left a doubt In the minds!
of Hoboken .interests because of the !
Strong objections of the Port j
Authority whenever any attempt I
was made to have this "expectation" [
definitely .stated in any legislation
which has been brbught up for the I
acquisition of government property
by that body. j

Continuing, Chairman Van Bus-|
kirk nays:

lintereats of the nation as well as of,
•loboken and to present its recom-'
lendationa to the President.



FOR BELIEF ON

Governor Silzer Invited to
to Join in Appeal to

President.
(ireat hopes are entertained in Ho-

Lboken as to the outcome of the con-
fwence granted to members of the

I Hoboken Chamber of Commerce with
I President Coolidge which has been
I set for next Thursday at 11:30, in
[connection with the Hoboken pier
I situation.

At the meetinpr of the Board of
Directors of the Chamber yesterday
the selection of President A.J. Volk,
Palmer Campbell and Manager A.
W. Coffin was decided upon to repre-

jsent the local organization at the
I conference with the President.
) Manager Coffin is now in Wash-
ington attending the annual con-
ference of commercial organiza-
t ion secretaries and will meet Mr.

^Campbell and Mr. Volk in Wash-
ington on Thursday to keep the

^appointment at the White House.
It is likely that Congressman

John J. Kagan, who has worked
hard in behalf of the interest of

rjthe city in connection with the
Spiers, will also attend the confer-
ence, and Senators Edwards and
sEdge may also take part. In ad-
Jdition to those members of Con-
Jgress, a. telegram was also sent to
1 Governor Silzer yesterday asking
jhini to join the delegation, as the,
] local piers problem Is one that
j affects not only the city but tho
I entire State.

The losses in revenues suffered by
I Hoboken through the non-payment
I of taxes on the pier property in
j Hoboken, owned by the- Government
I through operation and control by
Ithe Shipping Board, indirectly affects
(the revenues of the State, and
I should it be possible for the. dele-
igation to secure redress through the
I President, either by the. payment of
revenues to the city by the Shtp-
ping Board, or by the return of the

j property through a lease or owner-
j ship to private interests, or to tb«
| City of Hoboken, it w,lll be possible
I to make a material reduction,, In

p.

SILZER TAKES HOLD

j OF HOBOKEN PROBLEM.

There can
| among
settled.

bs no
i n

the p.er tax pr

MUST HOBOKEN SUFFER ANOTHER
LOSS OF TAXABLE PROPERTY?

Little comfort to Hoboken in its tax fight

•was offered in the address of Governor Silzer

at the banquet of the Chamber of Commerce.

The city has the sympathy of the Governor,

who is hopeful the Federal Government will

grant relief to the city by the taking over of

the docks during the war and »ince retained,

which has deprived the city of taxes aggre-

gating millions.

Concerning the city's fight against the loss

of revenue by the proposed lifting from the

city ratables of property desired by the Port

Authority, the Governor's review of the legal

aspects of the. situation are not encouraging

to the city officials and Chamber of Commerce,

This railroad property, taken possession of by

the Federal Government during the war to

facilitate the movement of troops and munitions

of war, is to be sold to the Port Authority.

The railroad held property that was subject to

local taxation.

• Governor Silzer explained the Port Author-

ity, set up as an instrumentality of government

by the joint action of the states of New York

and New Jersey and the Federal Government,

is not subject to taxation and no tax revenue

can be derived from its operation by the city

except by an agreement of Congress and tke

two states. He expressed the opinion that

aftejr Congress has waived its right the. two

states must act and establish a policy to meet

and solve the question of taxation. He does

not seriously doubt, he said, when Hoboken's

peculiar situation is pointed out that the two

states can come to an equitable agreement.

His help in the undertaking is assured, as he

declared, "Justice to Hoboken requires that

they should."

A more cheerful message came from the

conference of the State Chamber of Commerce

t the Elks' Club, Jersey City. Chairman

ulian A. Gregory of the Port Authority stated

hat the tax plight of Hoboken was clearly

nderstood and if the Port Authority acquired

die property of the Shore Line the Port Au-

thority would pay local taxes. Mr. Gregory

ixpressed surprise that Hoboken was fighting

them so zealously. His predecessor, Mr. Van

Buskirk, who retired only a few weeks ago,

declared the property, if acquired by the Port

Authority, would be exempt frcwn local taxa-

tion. His view agreed with that of Governor

Silzer's explanation of the law. If the Port

Authority is willing to pay taxes to Hoboken

it i« evident it cannot legally do it until it is

authorized by the • legislative sanction of Con-

gress and the two states. The needed legis-

lation will probably be forthcoming if the Port

Authority aid* th* city in securing it.
• >-1: representing the Fort Authority and the city of)

Hoboken together.
There was a two-hour session at Trenton on]

Thursday. The Chamber of Commerce has

r"" h*s l*e" •
'••' to pay taxes on property that it takes from tho

tax lists. The Port Authority his (fuspected

pull .tatnut. out of t h . t a for

lot

That is

d««™i»»«™ « » « be refused to penult elthec

clearer understanding. Some misun-
U^^^l^f^;^ were wiped out enti ty, and

erk and a clear hmt „„ i 7 I , ' ° t h e r s W e r e r e d u c e d t o a Poin t w h e r e a n o t h e r

^ a r head very o^entToif a
f f

a n d e s k » n d a conference is to be held for the purpose of
i U , ' P t h G m a " Wh° d > °" ™«h i n« a def in i t« P0"<=y brfora Roinj to Wash-
Governor Silzer realizes that there could bo ^ ^ * ^ ^ *° g 8 t " ^ h'°m

ittle accomplished in Washington with the Part
u t h t t l

p d n Washington with the Part
Authontv at logjfe-jicods with the City Co,i-
"-wn»erp 'and the Hoboken Cl.amber of :;..r •

»«d his first step was to bring parties

gress.
The Port Authority has now said it is ready

to pay taxes on the Shore railroad in Hoboken,
which it proposes taking; over, but it wants these
taxes fixed in advance, so that it may sell its

" ..without gambli

GIVE GITY PIERS
Conference at Washington)

This Afternoon With
President.

The conference in Washington I
with President Coolidge this after-1
noon may result in a policy being11
adopted by the Government, whore- f
by the piers now controlled by lit'
II. S. Shipping Board in Hoboken I
may be turned over to the Citv of |
Hoboken, with a provision
a lease may be. given to the Port I
of New York Authority, under tier-1
tain conditions.

Representatives of the local city I
government, the Chamber of Com-1
ineree, and representatives of t'nul
Port Authority are meeting wit hi
Secretary of War Weeks. Senator!
Wsulsworth of New York, Senator j
Walter Kdge and the president.

It was arranged on behalf of the
Port of New York Authority, which
has so far been balked in its
effort to get control of the loci. I
piers and the Shore road btfore the
question of whether it will be I
exempt from taxes on property it
may acquire has been definitely]
settled!

The proposal has been made that
the piers be turned over, to the
City of Hoboken and it is under-J
stood that the Port Authority is I
now willing to support such a pro-f
posal if a mandatory provision is I
Inserted by which it would be given
a lease of the piers. This wonld
undoubtedly give, the city an op-!
portunity of reimbursing itself for I
the loss'it has sustained in revenue
because of Government ownership, |
and provide against future loss.

Discussing tills phase of the sit-1
nation before he left for Washing-
ton last night, Mayor Patrick It.
iriffin was somewhat skeptical that

i a proposal would lie carried |
•jut, but he said it. would be a tine

[thing for the city if it could be |]
arranged.

"I would not be necessary topassll
legislation to enable the city to I
purchase the piers," said the
Mayor, "because there is already!
legislation on the staute books!
which give us sweeping powers to!
that effect. They were passed at j
the Instance of the city several}
years ago.

"I am in hopes-', however, that the]
injustice to. Uohoken will be wiped
>ut as the result of this conference,,
and that, the President will take
•iomo definite steps to recommend
the adoption of ,i policy which will I
adjust tlie situation and relieve the)
city of a burden which il has
unjustly (allerl upon to bear."

A. W. Coffin, malinger of the
Chamber of Commerce, vvho will 1
represent that organization at tlief
conference, while not willing to dis-

. the probable outcome of the I
conference, declared it Ills belief
that .something tangible would re- j
suit.

Corporation Attorney John J. Fal-
lon will accompany Mayor Griffin to I
Washington as representing the city,
|and Manager Coffin will he the sole j
representative of the Chamber
Commerce.
e in future yearsT"

The Chamber of Commerce wants the Porf'
Authority to pay taxes the same aa any othei
property owner, and points out that other in-
dustries have sold bonds without fixing thei:
taxes for years in advance.

This is one of the big obstacles which must be
settled at the next conference.

But that is not all. There is a question as (•>
whether the state can tax the Port Authority <n
all. There is a grave division of opinion on the
subject as to whether the state can compel itself
to pay taxes on its own property.

The matter would not be important, were il
not for' the fact that Hoboken will give much
more than any other municipality in the Port
Authority territory, and to exempt Hoboken
property would be ruinous.

The entire matter of taxation, so far as tho.
Port Authority is concerned, is centered around
Hoboken, for that is the only place where it is
of serious interest.

Governor Siizer, by railing the puvtios to-
gether in his office, has beon of great service in
starting disagreeing elements toward agree-
ment.

When the Hoboken' tax problem is finally
settled, Governor Silzer's two-hour session will
have been an all-important 'actor in the results,
for his intervention ..waits well timed



SIEF ON PIERS
WHITE HOUSE

ption, Sale or Rent of Dodts
[is Urged On Coolidge to

Relieve Hoboken

jecelving sanction from the Board
fcirectors ot the Chamber of Com-
rce, the briet on the Hoboken pier
latlon, requested by President
|lidge, following the conference

the Chamber delegation, In
shlngton, last Thursday, was for-

Ided to the President yesterday.
pe brief sets forth concisely the
tiimendations by the Chamher, to
pdy the conditions that Hoboken
) endured since the government

over the piers for war purposes,
of three specific remedies are

erht In the brief—taxation of the
Irnment property; sell the prop-
f to the highest bidder, or to rent

•to private companies,
( vtlfit gent to President Cool-

|says In part:
nee 1918, no taxes have been
I on these properties because
[were owned hy the federal
|nment. Theretofore they hud

one-tenth of the taxes of the
| This has caused an enormous

the tax tevenue, estimated by
Assessor of the City pf Hoboken
nount in all to the sum of $2,-
77.89, and has Imposed upon
[ taxpayer since that time an un-
anted additional tax of ftpproxi-

|ly $4 for each $1,000 of ratables,
addition, the city and its mer-

its and business Interests have
commercial and industrial

Jdue to the fact that these piers
not been used either to their

(pacity, although there is a de-
for them from private steam-

[companies, pr for the purpsoes
Vilch they were formerly used.
[Givon Municipal Service,

City of Hoboken gives to
properties the same municipal

that it renders to privately
properties. This, of course,

leen at the expense of the other
fyers of Hoboken.
hey and the business men of
|en have suffered long and pa-
f. They have petitioned Con-

the War Department and the
Ing Board, without avail.
1 one in authority to whom they
^taken their plea has acknow-

the injustice of the situation,
leeause of it being a problem
J great importance to the nation
f whole, it has not been solved.
In the meanwhile the taxpayers
|>boken are bearing the expenses

should be distributed over the
United States.

jrellef is not afforded In the near
the consequpne.es can readily

bseen. New industries will not
)lu Hoboken because of the tax

old industries are moving

way for the same reason,
uatlon Is critical.

Ask President's Aid.
"It is respectfully submitted that

the situation confronting the tax-
payers and business interests of Ho-
boken is such as to deserve the
earnest consideration and assistance
of the President. Hoboken, a small
community, was, prior to the war,
enjoying the prosperity of a seaport
town situated In the greatest harbor*
of th eworld. The burden of taxation
among Its citizens at large was con-
siderably allvelnted by its valuable
water front. .Suddenly, by govern-
ment ownership of one-third of Its
water front, it finds itself deprived of
one-tenth of its tax ratables, of a
material part of the prosperity which
came to it by the complete use of
this water front for the largest trans-
Atlantic passenger-carrying vessels,
of its ability to induce industrial en-
terprises to embark in the city, and
of the gradual departure of ita In-
dustries because of the tax rate
which the government ownership of
the piers has so largely brought
about In short, the blight of gov-
ernment ownership is gradually
snuffing out ita commercial life, in-
juring the business of Its citizens
and Imposing, an unjust burden upon
its taxpayers. Surely a city of one
square mile should not be required
to subsidize the nation's shipping to
the extent that it has been required
to do.

"Confident in the justness of its
caufe, the Hoboken Chamber of
Commerce submits the grievances
of Hoboken and its taxpayers/to the
President, feeling assuredJlhat he
will take immediate steps t^.see that
the wrong Is speedily remedied."

S J L Z E I S A Y S THAT HOBOKEN
SHOEJLD GET THE PIERS BACK!

Tells Chamber of Commerce
City Ought to Be Reim-
bursed for Its Sacrifice
Made During the War-
Pledges His Aid in Bring-
ing It About.

MANY A? BANQUET
ON S. S. STUTTGART

ASKS POWER
TOBUUOCALPIEBS

, [Special to Jersey Obxorvoi.]
Trenton, Feb. 4. -That the City

)f Hoboken is planning to take over
'rorn t'he Government at the first
>ppoxt unity (he Hoboken Shoro

IRoad and 1 lie Government piers in
What city formerly owned by the
Hamburg and North German Uoyrl
is Indicated in two bills introduced
into the-*l,egislature.

The two hills, known as Assem-
bly 212 and 21H, and introduced bv
Assemblyman VVilliain H. Gilfert of
Hoboken, permits Hie eity to issu<!
bonds to purchase from the Gov-
ernment I lie steamship piers UD/1
the Hoboken Shorn Road.

1 ''Existing legislation is sufficient to
give the power to acquire the
properly but does not exempt bonds
from the debt limit, and under th"
present circumstances Hie city
could not raise the money.

The two bills would amend the
present act to enable the city to
issue bonds in excess of the debt
limit for the purchase of I lie prop-
lerties.

^he effect of the Port Authority
on'^the Hoboken pier situation was
dlsjtiussed at length last night at the
annual dinner of the Chamber of
COfrimcrce by Governor George S.
Silzpr and Anthony J. V'olk, the re-
tiring president of the chamber
The dinner, which was held on the
S. S. Stuttgart of the North Ger-
man Lloyd Line, was probably the
best attended affair that the local
organization has ever held. Over
two hundred and fifty members and
guests attended. Intense interest
was manifested in the Governor's
attitude on "Hoboken's Problem,"
and his solution for the problem
The question as to whether or not
the Port Aii-.iorlty could be taxed
for their holdings in Hoboken and
how the city will be compensated
for the loss of such taxes occupied
the greater part of the Governor's
address.

After explaining the treaty by
which the Port Authority came into
existence and how the Port Au-
thority was the instrument of the
Federal Government for carrying
out certain purposes of the national
government, he expressed the doubt
that either the Port Authority or
its necessary works can be taxed.
In! part, the Governor said:

"The question becomes acute just
now on account of the bill pending
in Congress to permit the Secretary
of War to sell the Hoboken Shore
Railroad to the Port Authority, for
Hoboken wants to see that this
property shall not be taken from
its ratables.

'"Hoboken is willing, 1 have no
doubt, to make its share of sacrifice
for any great improvement that will
be beneficial to the community at
large, but it should (not be called
upon to mak* an undue sacrifice.
It made such a sacrifice during and
since the war, for which it should
1)0 reimbursed. 1 hope that efforts
will be made through Congressional
action to pay Hoboken back what
it lost during: that period. I shall
be glad to join in any such move-
ment.

"In protecting itself against the
future regarding the railroad and
llao the docks, if the Port An.
thority takes them over, it must
not, however, overreach and
tempt more than is at issue and
so stand in the way of progress.
Just now it is concerned in what
Congress has before it.

"in that particular in the bill
passed by the Senate, Hoboken has
been taken care of, and if the bill
becomes a law Congress will have
done all it is able to do to protect
Hoboken in this1 particular case

"But we must remember there
are three parties to the agreement,
and thai uf£er Congress has waived
its right the two States must still
act and establish a policy to meet
and feolve the questions of taxation.
I do not seriously doubt that when
Hoboken's peculiar situation is
pointed out that the two States can
come to an equitable agreement.
Justice to Hoboken requires that
they should. ,*

"If the Port Authority co-ordi-
nates with the railroads, reduces
thereby the rates, Increases the
efficiency and lowers the cost of
living and doing business in this
territory and Increases profits, what
are we to do?

"Should a tax be levied upon such
an enterprise, and if it is, how will
it affect it? What kind of a tax
would be equitable and just? What
would be best for the local com-
munity and fair'to the work?"

President Volk, who preceded the
Governor, warned the diners that
Hoboken was facing a tax rate of
$50 and something had to be done.
The local officials, he said, must be
made to realize that the existence
of the city depends on Its indutries,
and the Shipping Board piers should
be returned to the ratables of the
city and that Hoboken must be
safeguarded against the acquisition
.of any" property by the Port Au-
thority until it was certain that it
would bear its just burden of taxes.
The installation of switches into the
industrial area was also recom-
mended to attract new Industries to
the city. Ho told of how,the Tax-

ayers' Bureau had submitted.

valuable report to the City Com-I
mlssloners at the beginning of thlsl
year which saved the city several I
thousands of dollars. I

He said he was confident that!
since President Coolidge had been I
told of the pier situation the prob-l
em should be solved. He said bel
lid not think that the Legislature!
ever intended to make Port Au-
thority property tax exempt, andl
that It was an instrumentality ofl
commerce and not of government.!

"Any reduction in the cost ofl
handling freight," he said, "should[
come from a unification and betten
management rather than'from tax
exemption. New Jersey has derived;
large tax revenues for State wide)
educational and local purposes from
the property which In time will be'
acquired by the Port Authority. II
surely would be unwise for Ncwi
Jersey to sacrifice its taxes In or-
der' to get a reduction in freight,
rates for a, metropolitan area, par-
ticularly as most of the freight re-
duction would accrue to the Inter-1-
est of New York rather than of'
New Jersey."

At the conclusion of his speech
he named the various members who
had worked unusually hard at the
various tasks given to them and
urged a more liberal financial and
mora I support for the organization
He wished President-elect Frederick J1
K. Hopkins godspeed as head ofl
the body and pledged his active andl
sincere support for whatever pro-l
gram might be outlined by the new|
executives for the ensuing year.

The first speaker of the evenlngj
was K. S. Gregg, of the V. 8.
partment of Commerce, who is onej
of Commissioner Herbert Hoover's)
aides. His topic was transportation '
and he went rather deeply Into his,
subject, but enlivened it with sev-
eral humorous stories. He told oi
the war days when Hoboken be- •
came known from one end of the \
country to the other and how the \
Mile-Square city had responded ;
nobly to the tax put on her when !'
hundreds of thousands of American ;•
troops left her shoes to carry the ,
fight for democracy to the battle-
fields of Kurope. '

William A. I). Kvans, president of'
the Cooper-Hewitt Company, made r
a short speech on "Appreciation,"!
in which he told how the local f
plants and concerns appreciated thej
work of the Chamber of Commerce ['
and urged them to continue their;'
activities for the good of Hoboken E
in the future as ardently as they','
had in the past. President-elect (
Hopkins also made a short speech I.
in which he outlined his plans for!"
the coming year and promised that
it would not be his fault If it was
not the most successful year in the
history of the organization.

Haddon lvins acted as toastmas-
ter ami introduced the various
speakers. The crowd was so great,
that another cabin was opened. '
Here Charles Kugler, prominent
Kiwanian, 701k and all-around good
fellow and one of the v.; . , c u On- '
dais of the Pubiiu service, held
sway. Me acted as toastmaster lori
the impromptu speakers, and while
the main dining r*om, was full of
good fellowship. Charlie's "bunch"
certainly had the time of their
lives.

During the evening a musical]
program was given by Carmine S.l
I)i Gioxani, accompanied by Prof.I
Rena Taverna, the 8. S. Stuttgart I
orchestra and the Elite Radio or-l
thestra. The dinner was unusually!
good and the officers of the ship I
were congratulated on the excellent!
wa!y the meal was served. Thef
banquet committee consisted ofl
I.ouls Schelling, chairman, Waiter!
G. Schalscha, W. A. I). Kvans, I
Walter Kichner and Frank Cordts
Jr.
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ENDS
!1EF ON PIERS

WHITE HOUSE
ration, Sale or Rent of Docks
[is Urged On Coolidge to

Relieve Hoboken

leeelvlng sanction from the Board
fcirectors of the Chamber of Com-
rce, the briel on the Hoboken pier
l a t ion, requested by President
|lidge, following the conference

the Chamber delegation, in
shington, last Thursday, was for-
ced to the President yesterday,
jie brief sots forth concisely the
vnmendations by the Chamber, to
[:dy the conditions that Hoboken
) endured since the government

over the piers for war purposes.
of three specific remedies are

jrht In the brief—taxation of the
Irnment property; sell the prop-
[ to the highest bidder, or to rent

to private companies,
|e brl*f sent to President Cool-

in part:
nee 1918, no taxes have been

(on these properties because
Jwere owned by the federal
Inment. Theretofore they had

one-tenth of the taxes of the
| This has caused an enormous

the tax Revenue, estimated by
fissessor of the City pf Hohoken

nount in all to the sum of $2,-
l77.fi!), and has imposed upon
j taxpayer since that time an un-
lanted additional tax of ftpproxl«
lly $4 for each $1,000 of ratables.
[i addition, the city and Its mer-
its and business interests have
pd commercial nnd industrial
Jdue to the fact that these piers
not been used either to their

|pacity, although there Is a de-
for them from private steam-

Icompanles, or for the purpso«s
Vileh they were formerly used.
(Given Municipal Service.

City of Hoboken gives to
properties the samo municipal

that it renders to privately
properties. This, of course,

leen at the expense of the other
fyers of Hohoken.
aey and the business men of
|en have suffered long and pa-

They have petitioned Con-
1 the War Department and the

fng Board, without avail.
I one in authority to whom they

[taken their plea has acknow-
the injustice of the situation,

leeause of it being a problem
J great importance to the nation
J whole, it has not been solved,
In the meanwhile tho taxpayers
|>boken are bearing the expenses

should be distributed over the
United States.

[relief is not afforded In the near
the consequences can readily

f.;«epn. New industries will not
Hoboken because of the tax

|Trid old industries are moving

away for the same rea.son. Tho sit-
uation is critical.

Ask President's Aid.
"It is respectfully submitted that

the situation confronting the tax-
payers and business interests of Ho-
boken Is such as to deserve the
earnest consideration and assistance
of the President. Hoboken, a small
community, was, prior to the war,
enjoying the prosperity of a seaport
town situated In the greatest harbor
of th oworld. The burden of taxation
among its citizens at large was con-
siderably allveinted by its valuable
water front. Suddenly, by govern-
ment ownership of one-third of its
water front, it finds Itself deprived of
one-tenth of its tax ratables, of a
material part of the prosperity which
came to it by the complete use of
this water front for the largest trans-
Atlantic passenger-carrying vessels,
of its ability to induce industrial en-
terprises to embark in the city, and
of the gradual departure of its In-
dustries because of the tax rate,
which the government ownership of
the piers has so largely brought
about In short, the blight of gov-
ernment ownership is gradually
snuffing out its commercial life. In-
juring (he business of its citizens
and imposing, an unjust burden upon
its taxpayers. Surely a city of one
square mile should not be required
to subsidize tho nation's shipping to
the extent that it has been required
to do.

"Confident in the justness of its
cause, the Hoboken Chamber of
Commerce submits the grievances
of Hoboken and its taxpayers/to the
President, feeling assured^hat he
will take immediate steps tff see that
the wrong Is speedily

fSILZER SAYS THAT HOBOKEN
SHOULD GET THE PIERS BACK

CITY ASKS POWER
TO BUY LOCAL PIEfiS

, [Special to Jorscjy Ol)«!rvci.)

Trenton, |.Vb. 4 . -That (ho rjfy
lof Hoboken is planning to take over
from, (lie Government al (he first
Opportunity the Hoboken Short)
Road and the Government piers in
that city formerly owned by (hi:
Hamburg and North German Lloyd
is indicated in (wo bills introduced
'into the-*Legisla(ure.

The two bills, known as Assem-
bly 212 and 213, and introduced bv
(Assemblyman VVilliam H. Gilfert of
Hoboken, permits the eily (o issu<>
bonds lo purchase from ' the Gov-
ernment the steamship piers uurl
tlje Hobokon Shore Koad.

'Existing legislation is suflicieiil to
give the jiower to acquire the
property but does not exempt bonds
from the debt limit, and under th..
present circumstances the city
could not raise the money.

The (wo bills would amend I Im
present net to enable the city to
Issue bonds in excess of the debt
limit for the purchase of the prop-
erties.

[Tells Chamber of Commerce
City Ought to Be Reim-
bursed for Its Sacrifice
Made During the W a r -
Pledges His Aid in Bring-
ing It About.

MANY AT BANQUET
ON S. S. STUTTGART

The. effect of the Port Authority
on . the Hoboken pier situation was
dlsfbussed at length last night at the
annual dinner of the Chamber of
Cofrimcrce. by Governor George S.
Sillier and Anthony J. Volk, the re-
tiring president of (be chamber
The dinner, which was held on the
S. S. Stuttgart, of the North Ger-
man Lloyd Line, was probably the
best attended affair that the local
organization has ever held. Over
two hundred and fifty members nnd
guests attended. Inten.se interest
was manifested in the Governor's
attitude on "Koboken's Problem,"
and his solution for the problem.
The question as to whether or not
the Port An lorify could be taxed
for their holdings in Hoboken and
how the city will be compensated
for the loss of such taxes occupied
the greater part of the Governor's
address.

After explaining the treaty by
which the Port Authority came into
existence nnd how the Port Au-
thority was the instrument of th<
Federal Government, for carrying
out certain purposes of the national
government, be expressed the doubt
that fit her the Port Authority or
its necessary works can be taxed.
In part the Governor said:

"The question becomes acute just
now on account of the bill pending
in Congress to permit the Secretary
of War. to sell the Hoboken Shore
"Railroad to the Port Authority, for
Hoboken wants to see that thla
property shall not be taken from
its ratables.

"Hoboken is willing, I have no
doubt, to make its share of sacrifice
for any great improvement that will
be benetteial to the community at
large, but it. should (not be called
upon to nmkft an undue sacriticf
It made such a sacrifice during and
since the war, for which it should
be reimbursed. 1 hope that efforts
will be made through Congressional
action to pay Hoboken back what
it lost during tiiat period. 1 shall
be glad to join in any such move-
ment.

"In protecting itself against thr
future regarding the railroad and
lu-lso the ducks, if the Port An.

must
nt-

thority takes them over, it
not, however, overreach and
tempt more than Is at issue and
so stand in the way of progress,
Just now it is concerned in what
Congress has before it.

"In that particular in the bill
lassed by the Senate, Hoboken has
been taken care of, and if the bill
becomes a law Congress will have
done all it is able to do to protect
Hobokeu in Ibis particular case.

"But we must remember there
are three parties to the agreement,
and that after Congress has waived
its right the two States must still
act and establish a policy to meet
and solve the questions of taxation
1 do not seriously doubt that when
Hoboken's peculiar situation is
pointed out that the two States can
come to an equitable agreement
Justice to Hoboken requires that
they should. ,4

"If Ihe Port Authority co-ordi-
nates with the railroads, reduces
(hereby the rates, increases the
efficiency and lowers the cost of
living and doing business in this
territory and Increases profits, what
are we to do?

"Should n tax be levied upon such
an enterprise, and if it is, bow will
it affect II? What kind of a tax
would be equitable and just'.' What
would be best for the local com-
munity and fair'to the work?"

President Volk, who preceded the
Governor, warned the diners that
Hoboken was facing a tax rate of
$5(i and something bail to be done.
The local officials, he said, must be
made to realize that the existence
of the city depends on its indutries,
and (be Shipping Hoard piers should
be returned to the ratables of the
city and thai Hoboken must be
safeguarded against the acquisition
of any" property by the Port Au-
thority until It was certain that it
would bear Its just burden of taxes.
The installation of switches into the
industrial area was also recom-
mended to attract new industries to
the city. He told of how, the Tax-

' B u r e a u h u d M i i n - i i M c d a

\aluahlt? report to the City Com-j
mif.sioners at the beginning of this
year which saved the city several'
thousands of dollars.

He said be was confident that
since President Coolidge bad been
told of the pier situation the prob-;

lem should be solved. He said he
did not think that the Legislature*
ever intended to make F'ort Au-S
tliority property tax exempt, andj
that it was an instrumentality of;,
commerce and not of government.;:

"Any reduction in the cost, of;
handling freight," be said, "shouldi'";
come from a unification and betterf
management- rather than from taxi
exemption. New Jersey lias derived!
large tax revenues for State wide',
educational and local purposes from,
the property which in time will bej-
acquired by the Port Authority. I(r

surely would be unwise for New>
Jersey to sacrifice its taxes in or-
der' to get a reduction in freight,
rates for a metropolitan area, par-'
ticularly as most of the freight re-:
duction would accrue to the inter-f
esl of New York rather than ol'
New Jersey."

At the conclusion of his speech
be named the various members who»
bad worked unusually hard at the«
various tasks given to them andt»
urged a more liberal financial andj.'
moiMl support for the organization ,-
He wished President-elect Frederick JT*
K. Hopkins godspeed as head of •
the body and pledged bis active and I
sincere support for whatever pro-
gram might be outlined by the new
executives for the ensuing year.

The tirst speaker of the evening,,
was K. S. Gregg, of the V. S. Ue-}
partment of Commerce, who is one *
of Commissioner Herbert Hoover's |y
aides. His topic was transportation!
and he went rather deeply into his i
subject, but enlivened it with Rev-1'
eral humorous stories. He told ol '(•
the war days when Hoboken be-
came_ known from one end of the
country to the other and how the
Mile-Square city had responded
nobly to the tax put on her when
hundreds of thousands of American
troQps left her shoes to carry the
fight for democracy to the battle-
fields of Kurope.

William A. 1). Kvans, president of
the Cooper-Hewitt Company, made
a short speech on "Appreciation,"
in which he told how the local
plants and concerns appreciated the
work of the Chamber of Commerce
and urged them to continue their
activities for the good of Hoboken
in the future as ardently as (hey
had in the past. President-elect
Hopkins also made a sliorl speech
In which he outlined his plans for
the coming year and promised that
it would not be his fault if it was
not. the most successful year in the
history of the organization.

Haddon bins acted as toastmas-
ter and introduced the various
speakers. The crowd was so great
that another cabin was opened.
Hero Charles k'tigler, prominent
Kiwanian, Klk and all-around good
fellow and one of the valued ofh-
clals of the Public Service, held
sway, lie acted as toast master for
the impromptu speakers, and while
the main daiing r«om was full ot
good fellowship, Charlie's "bunch"
certainly bad the time of their
lives.

Durln;,' the evening a musical
program was given by Carmine S.
JM Gio\ani, accompanied by Prof.
Kcna Taverna, the S. S. Stuttgart
orchestra and the IOIlte Kadio or-
chestra. The dinner was unusually
good and the oflicers of the ship
were congratulated on the excellent
way the meal was served. Tho
banquet committee consisted of
Louis Sehelling, chairman, Waiter
G. Scbalscha, W. A. 1). Evans,
Walter Elchner and Frank Cordts
Jr.
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HELP ON PIER!
|War Department De-

cides New Legisla-
tion Needed Should
Come From Next

Congress.
lOxtreme disappointment was

manifest in ofticial quarters in Ho-
boUen when ii was learned today

, fiom the War Department at Wash-
iit.Kton that consideration of the
licboken pier situation will be held

•fur presentation to the next Con-
gress. The first session of the next

• ''ougress doe A not open until Oe-
i-i iuber unless a special session is
e.-illed by t!io President in the
ii.tcrlm.

j At the same time as the announce-
ment of the holding over of the con-
sideration of the Hoboken Govern

iment controll.'f' properties came a
*|.-.tutement to the effect that negotia-

tions have been almost completed
tor the sale or lease of the army-
base at Newark. Arrangements sat-
isfactory to ti»>* City of Newark for
the payment o: taxes on the prop-
erty have also been agreed upon.

Mayor Griffin when informed of
1 the situation by the Jersey Observer
.today, could not conceal his disap-
' pointment.
1 "I am greatly disappointed," raid

the Mayor, "President CooUdge
] admitted the injustice_to_Hob_qken

nd agreed that something should
D6 done to alleviate the conditions
heVe nnd the ' announcement that
the" matter ha3 again gone over until
th« tfiext Congress is a great blow.

'jThsf'e seems no good reason why I he
'jolty should be called upon to con-
•jtinue to shou'ider this burden."
;| In the announcement from V.'nsh-
-hffgtofi it is .-'ated that special legis-
jlation will l>-> necessary to deal with
Ithe Hoboken situation nnd tiiis i*
!the reason /iver. for the postpone -
|ment for ano'her year.

Corporation Attorney John J.
•Ion stated that he had

Port Authority Head
Makes Statement

at Conference.
Repeated assurance that the Port

Authority would pay local taxes to
Hoboken, if it acquired the stock of
the Hobokch Shore Line Railroad,
and the supplementary caustic com-
ment, "yet Hoboken has fought us
at every turn, ' was made by Julian
A. Gregory, chairman of the Port
Authority of New York, at. the
Metropolitan New .Jersey Conference
of the State Chamber of Commerce,
last night, on the roof of the Jer-
sey City Klks' Club.

The Hoboken situation was re-
ferred to, after the speaker asked
the question, "Shall the Port Au-
thority, being an instrumentality of
the State, be subjected •, to state
taxes, county taxes and municipal
taxes, or any of them?"

It was in answer to this, that he
said: "1 understand your eminent,
body has a committee studying the
problem of taxation in New Jersey
—the greatest problem everywhere
throughout the country. You can,
of course, appreciate what it may
mean to a small municipality, at
least small in area, if the Port Au-
thority were to take a substantial
percentage of its taxable property,
and that property were then to be-
come tax exempt. We have an in-
stance of the kind in Hoboken,
where the Federal Government has
taken the piers. There can be no

^MtfUiiiitliifin, i i^ o l j ok e n n a s been
made to bear an" unjust "burde
through the seizure of property b:
the Federal government, and tin1

Commissioners of the Port Author-
ity have privately, publicly and of-
ficially repeatedly assured Hobokt n
hat if it acquired the stock of the

HoUoken Shore Line Railroad, ii
would pay local taxes to Hoboken.
Yet Hoboken has fought us at every
turn."

Most of the time at the confer-
ence, last night, was devoted to a

l a l " discussion of the transportation
expected problems and the offering of al

•KUCII a move, siiul was not ?uri)ri.«pd,jkjn<js of solutions. There was no
I but withheld further comment u ntilj poaslbility or probability which was
he received some official informaln o t touched upon by one or n
tion. , |of the speakers. An open discus-

Manager -\. W. Coffin of illusion was scheduled for the period
Chamber of Commerce said that he*following the addresses, but so late
had understood such a course might was the hour after the speaking
be adopted. program was terminated, that the

"Secretary felemp intimated whert discussion was put off for a few
the Hoboken delegation was hi weeks.
Washington thai; the President Daniel L. Turner, consulting en-

j might want lo fake the matter up gjneer for the North Jersey Transit
j with the next Congress rather than Company, in his address said that
'with the p rest nl body as he ox* (f New York had, been developed
j peeled I hut ne might get a better H | | around a twenty-mile radius so
'espouse for hi* program with thai a 8 to include part of Jersey, there

•Ibody." said Griffin. "'•• would be a population of four iind
a. half million in the latter district
today instead of something short
of two million. He declared that
what northern New Jersey needs is
more tubes to bring the. commuter
from his home directly into M«n-
hattan, rather than have him use
|a number of different transportation
facilities in the process of getting
Unto the metropolis. Some of the

hases of financing the improve-
ments were gone over by Senator
Arthur N. Pierson.

The railroad man's view of the
transit and port problems was given
by J. J. Mantell, vice-president of
the Erie Railrold. Mr. Mantell said
ithat 94 per cent of the New. York
freight tonnage is handled through

ew Jersey shore terminals. He
[referred to New York as the (host

neconomlcal port in the world and
hat it cost as much to move a ton
f. freight from the outer classiflea-

:lon yard to Manhattan as it does
\p bring it from Buffalo to the
ard. The secret of decreased as-
its In the matter would be to bring

he ships, to the railheads, he sal4.
There can be no question of the
,ecessity of co-ordination of marine
aellities of the various railroads,
e remarked, but they must get to-
•ether OB the New Jersey shore for
he proper effect.

Mr. Sjantell made the prophecy
hat the Holland tunnel will be
•arryinsr within six months after it
is opened, Its full capacity of busl-
ess vehicles to the exclusion of

pleasure cars. The speaker urged
'that domestic freight be. kept on
wheels. The rehandling of It is
what made costs so high. In his
jmlnd the passenger problem i»
.more serious than any other. He
a»ld that the Erie Railroad ter-
minal has leached the limit of its
Capacity for caring for passengers,
jand that the open cut also has

io nr MOM
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Joint Resolution Introduced!
at Trenton by Assem-

blyman Gilfert.
Trenton, Feb. 3.—A joint resolu-

tion was introduced in the House
of Assembly .last night by Assem-
blyman Willium H. Gilfert, of Ho-
boken, urgin* Congress to enact
legislation providing for payment to
the City of1 Hoboken in lieu of
taxes for the docks, piers, ware-
houses, etc., formerly owned by the
North German Lloyd and the Ham-
burg-American steamship compa-
nies, and acquired by the Govern-
ment during the war under the
President's proclamation.

The resolution urges Congress to
pay to the Cily of Hoboken a sum
equivalent to the amount the Sec-
retary of the Treasury finds to have
been assessed against the property
for- the years 1919 and 1920 and
the afnount that would have been
payable to the city in taxes if the
property had been assessed for tins
years 1921 to 182&.

In a statement attached to the
resolution, the history of the Ho-
boken pier case, which has been
the subject of Congressional hear-
ings from time to time, is set forth.
It is pointed out that the property
is worth $15,000,000 and the 1924
tax rate of the city Is $47.43, so
that the city is deprived of $700,noo
which ought to be coming to H
from taxes on the property.

The resolution was prepared by
Corporation Attorney John J. Pal-
Ion for the City of Iloboken.

JUSTICE HITS
II . S. GRIP ON

LOCAL PIER
Minturn Asks Present-
ment by New Grand
Jury on It as Re-

lated to Taxes.
of the county
morning when

Ireaehed Us limit.

The April term
courts opened this
the new Grand Jury was chosen
iind sworn in before Justice James
I1'. Minturn. On ^he bench with
him at the time were Circuit Court
Judges Willard W. Cutler and
Henry E. AciuM-son, County Judge
Charles M. Egan, Judge Adamo
Robblns of Hiinterdon County, and
Juvenile Court Judge Thomas F.
Meaney.

Counly Judges Daniel T. O'Regan
and Robert V, Kinkead were both
absent, being on the sick list. John
.1. Mr.Mullen, a tailor, of 297 Grove
street, Jersey City, wiis selected as
foreman.

After t lie Grand Jury took the
oath, administered by Supreme
Court Clark William A. Krcniner,
Justice' Minturn spoke of the re-
duction of permits granted for
currying dangerous weapons. He
said thai in this county, when the
new IHW went, into effect over a
yea i' ago. there were over 2.000
such permits. .Now the number is
119, of which Jersey City has 40,
Hoboken 2f>, Kearny Mi, Harrison
12 and other municipalities have
less than 10 each.

Indications thiit the Hudson
Counjy authorities have not dis-
missed the O'AKostino murder en-
tirely us unsolvable were given when
Justice Allnturn made direct refer-
ence to it nnd urged thai the ques-
tion of prohibition violation be
studied carefully.

The justice culled attention to the
fact that D'Agofttinn'H murders had
nut been apprehended nnd thai a
murder committed under slmilSir clr-
xsunistunces'js now battling- the Bet-
gen County Authorities. Kurther in-
dications th»V 'he Hudson County
case Is still \elne followed were
given when the Justice concludes his

rr4njH!'KK mi (lie ivohihUHin proMrm
> i i n: " I n>ii\ii; 11 n • f ' • i • i M I h r

•ourt may have occasion to further
liscuss this situation w,ith you."

The remainder of Justice Min-
urn's charge, which was excep-
ionally long, was devoted to flues-
ms of municipal taxation, with

special reference to the Hoboken
piers. Excessive municipal taxa
tion has become a statewide issue,
he charged, and one of vital im
portance to landlord and tenant.
He urges that the Grand Jury in
vestigate the situation and make a
presentment to the court, if the
conditions seem to require it.

The Hoboken authorities were
freed of all blame in connection
with the Hoboken pier situation,
and the "extraordinary action of the
Federal Government" expropriating
the valuable water front was com-
mented upon. Hhe said that in the
opinion of t,he court it seems an
"lllpij'ul expropriation" and an "ig-
noring of obligations to the city,
county and State." The situation is
"dangerous," because "if the Gov-
ernment can constitutionally de-
prive a municipality of its mosi
valuable taxpaying assets, where
can the line be drawn1.'"

The charge ends by Justice Min-
turn asking that the grand juri
investigate the taxation problem,
and formulate a presentment which
may be transmitted to the "Gos-
ernor, Legislature, as well as the
President, ant} members of both
houses of Congress."

The full text of Justice Minturn's
charge is contained on Page 3.

The members of the new panel
arc: Mrs. Helen Mitchell, superin-
tendent, of 2787 Boulevard, Jersey
City; Duvld P. Moran, accountant,
of till Broadway, Bayonne; George
E. Dugan, real estate, of 92 Bowers
street, Jersey City; Benjamin
Sclilossberg, real estate, of 3370
Boulevard, Jersey City.

Charles M. O'Connor, contractor,
of 215 North Fifth street, Harri-
son; Fred Holtje, Jr., plumber, of
120 Lewis street, Union Hill; Albert
Dressel, superintendent,, of 104 Ro-
maine avenue, Jersey City; John J.
Dowd, labor representative, of 142 '
Pcursall avenue, Jersey Cily; Wil-
liam M. Schultz, real estate;, of
4028 Boulevard, West Hoboken;
John H. May, salesman, of 329
Thirty-second street, North Bergen;
John J. McMullen, tailor, of 297 f
Grove street, Jersey City.

John Imhol'f, m/erchant, of 17a;
Sherman place, Jersey City; Joseph
Greenspan, shoes, of 227 Bergenline,<
avenue, Union .Hill; Lester Hughes,
automobiles, of 22 Muple stren,
Kearny; James Maroney, drugs, <>i
189 Broadway, Bayonne; Adolpli
(Harnupp, contracting, of 314 Thir-
teenth street, West New York;
William A. Barclay, plumber, of 2NV
Whlton street, Jersey City.

Arthur K. Ford, clerk, of 138 Aw*!
Sixth street, Bayonne; Edgar II. ,\ii
Ian, wholesale butcher, of 81 Km
sington avenue, Jersey City; Adolph
Cohen, merchant, of 895 Boulevard,
Bayonne; John Moore, banker, of 9 1
Castle Point terrace, Hobo^n; Jo
feph Meli, superintendent, of 7S!•
oit an avenue, Jersey City.



Justice Minturn's
Plain Talk
To U. S. Government

, James F. Minturn, Justice of th
Supreme Court of the State of New
Jersey, is a firm
believer in jus-
tice. His mem-
bership in the
highest court in
the State is not
a misnomer, for
he is a JUSTICE
of the Supreme
Court in the full-
est and b e s t
meaning of the I
word.

It was only a few mont *s ago that
e made a stirring charge to the

Grand Jury in which he asked his
fellow citizens, through the Grand
Jury, if we are to be "ruled by out-
laws, thugs and pirates."

He was talking about the Wee-
hawken bootleg scandal and about
the murder growing out of Weehaw-
ken bootlegging, the killing of Frank

T) Agosiino. " '
He did not mince words in deal-

ing with the outlawry, thuggery and

Justice Minturn is too well versed in the law
not to know that the Grand Jury of Hudson
County has no legal province in forcing the
United States government to get off its higii
horse of governmental power and get on the
level of plain justice in its dealings with Ho-
boken.

But Justice Minturn has the courage to use
the Grand Jury as an instrument for pointing
out a great wrong, a great injustice, and he be-
lieves that PUBLIC OPINION can force the
government lo do that which has not been
brought about in other ways .

What is it that the United States govern-1
ment has done to provoke this charge against [
the United States government?

On June 28, 1918, when the nation was in-
volved in a great war, these piers, which haJ
already been seized from German ownership
when war broke out, were taken by the govern-
ment "for the national security and defense."

During the war the government paid no taxes, I
and as Justice Minturn well points out, "none!
was expected."

"But when the war terminated, the War De-
partment, realizing it had no further use for the
properties for war purposes, turned them over
for commercial business to the Shipping Board,
>vhich body now controls the property for com-
petitive commercial purposes, differing only
rom the other shipping lines in the fact that

privately operated lines pay their quota of taxes
o the city, while the Shipping Board pays
nothing."

The War Department has set forth that the |
United States government would be setting a |

piracy of the bootleggers. 'dangei'ous precedent by paying taxes on govern-
And yesterday when he talked jment-owned property,

about the United States government I ™e government is selling a far worse pre-
,, . ' rodent by taking private property, converting it

and "expropriation" of the pier pro-' t o g o v e r n m e n t 0 W n e r s h i P f a n d u s i n g i t f o r Fed-
n o eral revenue.

The government is setting a vastly more dan-1
gerous precedent by inflicting an "indemnity"!

!>erty in Hoboken, he spared
plainness in dealing with that sub
ject.

"A. successful enemy could not
well have Imposed a greater in

| demnity upon a conquered city," de-
fclared Justice Minturn in urging the
Grand Jury to investigate the con-
ditions surrounding the non-return

! of the Hoboken army piars to private
j ownership after the war.

No city in all the nation gava
quite as much as did Hoboken during
the war, that the war might be won,
jet Hoboken, seeking.no reward for
its patriotism, is penalized as no

| ether city in the country is penalized.
1 Its great pier properties are kept
J under government control, they are
kept out of local taxation, and a

i mile-sijuare city which made more
than its full share of sacrifice dur-
ing the war, is still making sacri-
fices in taxes, seven years after the
war has ended.

"Bolshevism, it is said, produces
such procedure and such results."
says Justice Minturn, "but it is un-
conceivable that the American mind
has yet attained such a status in
dealing with its own citizens."

on a free people—the people of Hoboken—than I
it could possibly set by paying taxes on the f
piers.

The government is establishing a vastly more
dangerous precedent by the rank INJUSTICE of
the whole procedure than the piers could pos-
sibly be worth as a "national security and de-
fense."

The government would be far better off with-
out the piers than with them, when it means
that 70,000 free born American citizens are be-
ing penalized in their taxes and their rents.

The government can get the piers back any
time war may make their seizure again neces-1
sary.

It is an un-American outrage that the United
States government should longer impose the
"indemnity" which Justice Minturn so clearly
and so forcefully pointed out yestei'day in his
change to the Hudson County Grand Jury.

Justice Minturn has rendered a great service,
an unexpected service, to his fellow citizens of
New Jersey.

It is to be hoped that his high ideals and his
readiness for service for the people will bring
Washington officialdom to its senses with better
results than have been accomplished by others
who have worked faithfully and well in the
ame matter.

THE HOBOKEN PIERS
i'AND PORT NEWARK.

The stirring charge of SUJUVIU; Court Jus-
tice Minturn to the Grand Jury on the Hoboken
pier situation has stirred up State-wide in-
terest.

Newark in particular is interested, for there
is a situation in Port Newark that, while not
equal to the injustice which Hoboken is suffer-
ing, is sufficiently bad to merit comparison.

The Newark Star-Eagle deals with the sub-|
jjects, editorially, as follows:

"The City of Newark wishes the Hudson Coun-
ty Grand Jury well in its efforts to evolve ways
and means of forcing the Federal government to
restore to private ownership the seized German
piers valued at over $7,000,000 which Hoboken
wants returned to the tax ratables of that city.

"At the same time Newark cannot hold forth
much hope that anything in particular will be
accomplished by the Grand Jury even though
that body works faithfully to carry out the in-
structions of Supreme Court Justice Minturn.
Newark knows as a result of long negotiations
•with the Federal authorities over Port Newark
that the government is as tight-fisted and hard-
hearted as the villain in an old-fashioned melo-
dmna when it comes to matters of this kind.

"The, government took Port Newark during
the war and Newark has been trying to get it
back into the ratables ever since. Only recently
Port Newark was leased to a private corporation
for a term of years in spite of the city's efforts
to buy it back, and although the government will
collect rentals the city will get no tax payment?.
The title to the property remains in Uncle Sam's
name and your Uncle Samuel pays no taxes.

"The Hoboken piers are being used by ths |
Shipping Board, that branch of the government

e:igajje<J-~in theory at least—in upbuild-
ing t!'c American merchant marine. Justice Min-
turn in charging the Grand Jury argued that the
jrovcrnme:;t was engaged in a private business j
on competitive terms with private shipping com- j
panies and that it should pay taxes the same as
any other private concern. Yet economists and
strategists say that a merchant marine is as es-
sential to rational defense as the navy, so this
phase of the question is not likely to carry any
more weight in Washington than if New York
%.. j to start a movement to make the Federal
government pay taxes on the Brooklyn Navy
Yard. In the case of Port Newark there is no '•
contention that this water front is being used |
even for a quasi-governmental function.

"It is to be hoped that the Hudson County i
Grand Jury will be able to draft such a strong
presentment of Hoboken's wrongs that the placid
atmosphere of Washington will be dinted—if
there is any way of doing such a thing Newark
can use the secret U good advantage."

The situation in Hoboken and in Newark is
one of the wrongs which has grown out of the
strong trend toward centralized government at
Washington.

The non-payment of taxes is not related, of |
course, to any State rights' policy, but the Fed-
eral government has built up such a high and
mighty attitude toward the rest of the country
that it is impossible to get justice in matters
that are at all local.

America sent her boys across the water to
fight a ruthless monarchy, yet this country
emerges from the war with a republican form of
government that is entirely too ruthless.

As Justice Minturn so well said, a victorious
enemy would hardly inflict a worse "indemnity"
upon a cit



HOBOKEN TO CARRY JUSTICE
MINTURN'S TAX CHARGE TO ,

THE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
FALLQN FILES

ANOTHER PLEA
Mayor Griffin Instructs Cor-

poration Attorney Fallon
to Place Matter Before
Washington.

TO USE EDITORIAL
OF JERSEY OBSERVER

members of Congress1 upon this cry
ins injustice to our city." said the
Mayor.

He immediately got in touch witl
Corporation Attorney John J. Fal-
lon and discussed the best plans olj
bringing the presentment of the
Supreme Court Justice before the
Government. I t was therefore de-
cided to send to Hie President, to
the members of his Cabinet, to I i v
head of the Shipping Board, anil
[o every member of Congress,
•opies of the Jersey Observer, ac-
•ompam'ed by n letter explaining
he circumstances under which .Ins-j
ice Minturn's charge was made lui
he Ciand .Jurv

.Supreme Court Justice Jamos l'\
jAi intu in 's ringing denunciation of
Ithe injustice to the City of Hoboken
I by the '"'lited States Government
Il iy its w niton expropriation of the
[water fro il .iroperiies wil l be laid

(fore President Coolidge, the m;>m-
| bei> of Ihe cabinet and every Con-

.111 and Senator in the Uni i 'd
[States-.

Mayor Patrick R. Griff in staled
today that inespective of the animi
of the Hudson County Grand Jurv
he has Instructed Corporation Coun-
•el John r. Fallon to sen.d copies nf'
the Jersey Observer of yesterda •
ilHte. containing the presentment
the Supreme Court Justice on i >e-
pier situation, and the edilenal1

ent on the Justice's eli.irge, i n '
| lhe ihemiiers of the government.

mil the House and Senate.
"Justice Mill turn has (alien an

Iunusual course in bringing this
matter before Ihe country in this
'manner," declared Mayor Griffin.
"but it is a most unusual course

I
which the United Slates Govern-
ment has pursued with regard to
our city. President Alexander
Humphreys not so long ago termed
the Government's action as whole-
Kale robbery, and we have contend-
ed on several occasions and even

• before the President personally that
• the Government had refused to
(stand for a ship subsidy but in

effect was forcing the City of Ho-
boken subsidize the Shipping
Hoard. Justice Minium clarifies
Ihe situation when he says: 'A suc-
cessful enemy could not well have
Unposed a greater indemnity upon
a eonquyred city.' "

Kvery effort on the part of the
oil.v officials has so far proved
abortive in securing from the Presi-
dent and Congress the righting of
fills wrong which is beiiiH continued
against the city, declared Ihe Mayor,
and he hoped that the plain spoken-
ness of the Supreme Court Justice
may have some effect on Washing-
ton * " '

"We cannot allow the occasion to

(ass without taking every means to
ack up the magnificent effort of
nstice Minturu to focus the ai len-
lrJm of the .Government and the „ .••smummmmmmmmmmmm

• — — HKNKY FORD AND THEPIERS

John J. Fallon has suggested that Henry Foivl
buy the Hoboken piers from the United States
aovernment.

"Welcome to our city" should be the song of
^very resident of that tax-ridden city.

There is nothing to indicate that Detroit'o
est known Henry will care to buy over thi--

precious bit of real estate and steel, but i'i
hooking around for opportunities for investmen .

•the father of the Tin Lizzies might do mw'\
"worse.

Having bought the Lincoln car works, havin."

Iindulged in the profitable luxury of buying :i
railroad, having made an offer for some govern-
ment ships, what could be nicer than to add a
few first-class piers to the equipment?

Mr. Ford could use them in time of peace f» •

Ishipping tin to Europe, while in time of war, !.;•
could send his peace ships from his own piei ;.

Far be it from us to tell Mr. Ford what IK1

could do with his own piers, if he sees fit ti
take Mr. Fallon's tip; he may be able to work
out his own business plans without our aid in
this matter, having struggled along thus far on
his own resources.

But the fact is, we wouldn't care much what
he might do with the piers; what we are most
interested in is seeing Hoboken get those piers
returned to the tax lists for taxable purposes,
and if Mr. Ford will be so good as to pay taxes'
on the piers, he can use them for anything he
may desire.

Mr. Fallon's idea is not a bad idea, whether it
l is taken seriously or otherwise.

And it is just possible that the Detroit manu-

Ifacturer might be interested. A man of his
vision may not need more than a mere sugges-
tion (d put. ilirf miial io work.

Asks Government Officials to
Right Injustice Done

City by Tax Loss.
An appeal to President Coolidge,

his Cabinet and the members of
Congress is contained in ;i letter
which Corporation Counsel John J.
Fallon has forwarded on behalf of
the Uoooken City Commissioners,
to remove the injustice done to the
city by the continued occupation
of the piers by the Shipping Board
without the payment of tuxes.

Enclosed with the letter are clip-
pings of the Jersey Observer con-
taining an editorial and tho text of
Justice Minturn's strong denuncia-
tion of the Government's blow at
Hoboken, which he characterized as
being tantamount of "a war in-
demnity imposed by a, successful
enemy."

"We seek justice." says the ap-
peal. "To delay justice is to de-
ny justice."

The letter is as follows:
"To His Excellency the President

of the United States.

office, Ua.s co-operated with Senator
Edge in advocacy of Hoboken'H
meritorious, claim for relief. The
United States Shipping Board has
been enjoying a subsidy at the ex-
pense of the taxpayers of the City
of Hoboken.

"The Shipping Board has been op-
erating ships, directly and indirect-
ly, competing with private shipping/
interests. It has been carrying on ••',
commercial enterprise, yet the pro;>~!
rty employed by it in the city of[

Hoboken in the conduct of its busi-f
ness has Uwn exempt from taxation,
while property employed by its com-
petitors has 1-cen obliged to hear its
i'nir share of taxation. A fairly ex-

planatory statement of the subject
matter of Hoboken's claim in tb"
promises, is contained in a report
published by the Government Print-
ing Office in the year 1922.

"It appears, by excerpt testimony,
that the reasonable market value of
ho piers property in question is

$15,000,000 to $20,000,000. A rea-
onable value thereof for the pur-

pose, of taxation would bo. $15,-
000,000. The. taxpayers of the city
)f Hobokcn are now suffering a tax,
burden of nearly 5 per cent on each

ne thousand dollars of tax ratables
within the city. The tax rate for
i:)25 is $47.oO per one thousand dol-
lars of ratables.

"The plight of the City of Ho-
boken is .such that we respectfully
lirge you to read carefully the
aforesaid printed report of hearings
before the sub-comm,i(tee of the
Committee on Claims of the United
States Senate, Sixty-seventh Con-
gress, Second Session, pursuant to
Senate Resolution 254.

"The aforesaid matter has become
jof such public moment as to ac-
tuate Supreme _Court Justice J.i n

I
Minturu to specifically re

thereto in his charge to the A]
Term Grand Jury of Hiidson

jiiiuiinj-utiiciai, biUK-u omivo

T

Senators and Members of the
House of Representatives.
"Gentlemen—Once again the city

of Hoboken, New Jersey, urges you
to give due consideration to the
claims of the City of Hoboken for
financial losses resulting from the
occupation by the United States,
through the medium of the Ship-
ping Board, of the piers, wharves
and other property situate in said
city, along the Hudson River water
front. Since, the year of 1918 the
city officials, Chamber of Commerce)
and taxpayers of the City of Ho-

h

Conn
y. Attached hereto you will lind

IL clipping from the Jersey Observer,
ssue of April 7, 1925, and we re-
pectfully urge you to carefullv

read suid matter.
"We nro sanguine that, if you | |

ivlll give fair consideration to the
foresaid matter you will determine
hat the City of lioboken bus been

unfairly treated. .Since 11)18 mu-
nicipal authorities, civic bodies,
merchants, manufacturers. local
newspapers and citizens genera ll.».
of the City of Hoboken, have been
importuning Congress and the Fed
era! executives and administrative
officials to afford, by legislation, in

of the City of Hoboken. •
tho financial relief which the facts

boken have been importuning Con-. u l l l u r l l n

gress and Federal executives to af-ij^'e^'peopi
ford relief to the City of Xloboken, I
from the financial plight in which I i n t h e c . , s e Nearly manifest to b
it lma been placed, occasioned byjwarranted. Our utilise is undeniabl
the non-payment, of taxes on the!
aforesaid property, which is, un-questionably, tho choicest parcel of
ocean-going steamship piers in tho
United States.

"Hearings have been had before
Congressional committees, but no
benefit has resulted to the City of;
Hoboken therefrom, notwithstand-
ing thut the members of said com-
mittees manifested, by their state-
ments, that the City of Hoboken
should be afforded relief in the'
premises. On June 26th, 1922, u
'Memorial io the Members of the

, United States Senate and House of
Representatives' was forwarded to
each member of Congress. United
States Senators Frelinghuysen and
Edge manifested a keen interest in
said mutter and United States Sen-
ator Edwards, since his advent in

meritortous. The inequitable burden
which the City of Hoboken is suf-
fering is manifestly onerous,
seek justice. "To delay justice

We

to deny justice."
'While it may beregarded as

omatic that public-owned propertv ;
used for public, purposes—is and-or-
dinarily should be exempt from tax--'
ation by the municipality in which tj
the property is situate, nc\erthelcs:i. {
as in this case, tho exemption of tho
property in question, representing ,IK

does, so great a percentage of the
'ssessable realty of the municipality,1

Should be regarded as an exception
,o the rule, particularly in view of
;he fact, as hereinabove mentioned,
that the property in question is be-
ing used for commercial purposes
and revenue derived by a, govern-
mental agency therefrom."



Ford Urged By Fallon to Buy
And Operate Hoboken Pier:

• j Good Tl,ing For City Says Coun-1 U1NCHE0N HOST
;>v Counsel at Grand Jury

Luncheon

John .T. Fallon wants Henry Foi d
to buy the Government piers in llo-
boken.

Mr. Fallon is corporation counsel
in Hoboken, and his desire to see

•r Mr. Ford as a pier owner is based
''on his desire to see the valuable

Hoboken piers returned to the tax
lists, so that Hoboken can colled
taxes on them, as was done before
the war.

Since the Government seized I lie
piers in 1917, the property has been

'held exempt.
The Fallon plan was made in a

speech to the grand jury yesterday
when that body visited Hoboken ill
response to the call of Supreme
Court Justice James F. Minturn.
who urged that a presentment be >
made against the United S ta tes 1

I Government in the pier tax matter.
Mayor Patrick J1. Griffin acted as

host to the grand jurors nnd their
guests, who included prominent citi-
zens of Hoboken and the county.
After the water front property had
ieen thoroughly Inspected rroiii Hie
Ipcks of a steamer donated by the

Tietjen & Lung Dry Dock Company,
the guests were entertained , at
luncheon aboard the s te imship
"Muncheu" of the North German
Lloyd Line.

lioboken's powerful ease against
tho government was ably presented
at HIP luncheon by Mayor Griffin
and Corporation Counsel John J.
Fallon. By making this personal in-
vestigation the jurors were able to
recognize as they couldn't have done
by anv other means the enormity of
the injustice being perpetrated
against lloboken whereby the city
for seven years has been totally de-
prived (if taxes from the piers which
formerly yielded 10 ner cent of the
entire tax revenue of the city.

Mayor Grifliti told the jurors that

MAYOR GRIFFIN
hack rt TToboken again. 11s
Hint, the amount of business

a presentment
would state the

and

lie Imped in makin
on the siib,'«c! the j
case for IlubokPii puinloilly
w i t h o u t equ ivoca t ion , l ie said t l ia l
the g o v e r n m e n t is de r iv ing r e v e n u e s

high a« SI.mill.(Hid a yea r from
| tlip p roper ty , t h a t t he g o v e r n m e n t IK

indebted to the ci ty, c o u n t y and
s t a t e to d ie t u n e of $'.'."72,777.SO in

| tnxe-i s ince n u n .
Ho (|iio!cd J u s t i c e Min tu rn a s h a v -

ing said. "A successful e n e m y eouW
not well have imposed a g r e a t e r in-
i.'einnlty upon ii conquered city,*1

and reviewed the sirusiglp of the city
to ob ta in jus t i ce . Special S e n a t e In-
ves t iga t ing commi t t ee s , m e m b e r s of

j Congress ami h e a d s of Fede ra l d e .
jKirtnients a t A\*anhinglon. and the
Pres iden t himself. Ir ive all a d m i t t e d
t h a t liip ci ty Is being fronted vviih
the r a n k e s t so r t of unfa i rness , the:

| mayor said, and yet the lKsre•'."•'ry
I t v i l s t eps to give the city i t s dus?
h : u e not hern taken .

Taxes Blamed
'ori>o: a t ion i 'ounsel Fa!

the 111 I i'li was rauscd

iTnes
said ,..„ . ... ..u,>,,cr.o
and employment these lines brought
to Hoboken prior to the outbreak of
war in 1914 lias never be.cn dupli-
cated since then. Not only has the
city lost vast revenue in taxes from
government occupation but much
business as well.

If the government is prepared to
make full life of the piers and pay
taxes lloboken would welcome gov-
(Tiimrnt ownership, he said. Tt is
not. government ownership in itself
the city deplores, but the unfair
•ompptition Riven privately owned
iuea Hjat. have to pay taxes.

Suggests Ford Buy Pier*
If not the (icrnian linos, then flo-

bokpn would like nothing belter than
to see Henry Ford buy tho piers nnd
operate ships from them said Coun-
selor Fallon. He remarked that
Ford has offered to buy up the idle
government owned merchant marine
<hi|K nnd suggested that no better I
•oinUnatlon could be found than
hat of liip llohokpn piers operated
iy Ford using his own ships.

Former Congressman John .1.
Kigali and Congressman Oscar L.

Auf i\cr ile-ide were guests nt the
unchcon. Mr. Fallon praised the
?fforts made by Mr. Kagan in Wa"b.
uuton tn bring justice to Hoboken
inil siiid that Congressman Auf der
leide'.-i interest and promises of
upporl WPI'K gratifying. In voicing
his apprceialinn lie did not for;;et

.lie services of George .Malone, who
ids secretary to Congrcs.-Miiau I'-.'iR'-
in and is now secrelnry to Con-
;re.jKirian Auf der llcide. Malone
lso attended the luncheon.
Following I he Uni'-hpon ii'.e guests

wcnl. to ;!IP lounge of the Fhip,
n saiil Where coffee and cigars -ind eig-

becau.se "relte.i were served. I! was tlierp

Mayor Griffin's Speech a
Luncheon Sums Up the

Whole Situation.
The Supreme Court investigate

through the grand jury of the Ho
boken pier situation by which th
ity of Hoboken has lost today i

revenue from the former North
lerman Uoyd and Hamburg- Amer-I
•an piers over $,'!,OOO.nOO in taxes,

took shape yesterday in a tour ofl
inspection of the pier property, thej
Hoboken waterfront a/id adjoining
docking facilities on the Hudsoi
River.

Jn addition to the members o
the Grand Jury there were thirt
guests, including many city nn_
county officials and the Hoboken
City Commissioners. Following th
inspection of the piers which wa
made from the launch. Xali
May, loaned for the, Occasion b'
William H. Todd, head of the Tod
Shipyards Corporation, the inspec-
tion .party were the guests o
Mayor Patrick I!. Griffin and th
Hoboken ('ity Commissioners or
board the steamship Muencheii
the North German Lloyd Line.

Following the luncheon Mayo!
Patrick Ii. Griffin, who presided
presented Hoboken's problems ia
connection with the piers in a nui-
speech, pointing out in a forcihia
manner the wrong with, -which tha
eity had been burdened, and which
he hoped the Grand Jury might ba

|iib|p to bring home to the frtrthorities
'as- a result of th'1 investigation
which had 'been recommended Iry
Supreme Court Justice James V.
Minturn.

Mayor Griffin stated that the gov-
•rnnient had used the picV-s during

the war and since that tini*1 for the
purpose of making money. He ule-
claied that Shipping Board official^
had admitted to him and oilier rep-j
icsentatives of the city thai the.vj

clearing a million d o l l a r s aiw

<• ox-!
piers

North ;

er,
Alien
little over

nuaily from"T/i" o|n'i ,ni"n uf tbo'
steamship piers, that i \ cryb<xl,\,
even HIP Shipping Hoard, HcillfiUed
oboken was entitled to sonic revenue,
hut that they had not miide a single;
moVH to bring this about.

"It is not a fair deal for a great
big wealthy government like the
I'nilcd (Sates to Impose on a little,
commmiinity of Vn.iino people, In a
territory onl ya mile square, a bur-
den of o\er $3,011(1,000," saiii he
Mayor.

He referred to the recent state-
ment that Henry Ford nun-offered ;

buy (he .Shipping Hoard'.'" fleet,
and declared his belief that tiqui-
Jation of the Shipping Hoard was
the only salvation for Hoboken.

Corporation .Attorney John J.
Fallon outlined (he history of the
Iforts of (lie city to secure an nd-i

juslment through legislation and!
otherwise of the revenues which!
HohoUen was entitled to. I-
pressed the hope that tin
would l>e restored Id (he
German Uoyd Company.

Today, he said, the piers were,
worth at least twenty million dol-
lars and were worth $1 .'i.fiO'O.ooo
when the Government took them
over, although they paid lo the

Custodian for them only a ,
over .$7,OIIO,IMPII. This, he de-;",

da red , was because the appra isers ,
were connected with realty owners;
hwo did not wish to see a larger!
valuation on the properties, which
would ha \e affected (heir holding*,;
lor taxation purposes. I

Following the luncheon the s'Uestsf,
were served with coffee in t h a i
ship's library. \

On behalf of«l l ie Grand JuryK
Common Pleas Court Judge Charles t
M. lOgan thanked the Hoboken City t

sioners for entertaining ( h o t
grand jury und to the North Ger- f.
man Lloyd Company. Captain Mul- | -
lor and the ship's captain lor their r
courtesy on board tho Mucnchcn. **

In addition to the members of
the Grand Jury there were present
Mfayor Griflin and Commissioners
Londrigan. Hach. MeFeely and
Kchmulllng, h'red J . Hopkins, |>resi-
denl of thi' Hoboken ('liainbel- of
i 'otufnerce; Judge Daniel T.
O'Hegali. Judge Thomas Mcaoey,
.fudge William .1. Hanley, Henry
Sti neck, Assistant Prosecutor Aloy-
sius McAlahon. Congrcssmiin Oscar
L. Auf der Hcide. former Congress-
man Kgi'ii, Sheriff TIIUMIH.H Han-
non. Assistant Corporation Attor-
neys Horace Allen and- William
Kavanagh of Hoboken. Court Sten-
ographer John P. Dcnglcr, Assem-
blyman fiilfj^t -Clerk Peter Mur-
ray to t h i ' J ^ H i ofjApaoBsora, and

i :,-,t t h e h i t c h w a s e a u s c d b e c a u s e i t m l c M w < i | ' e s e r v e d . I! w a s ( h e r e
,-l t h e r e l u c t a n c e of t h o n a t i o n a l t h a l •U"]'-'('- < ' b a r ! e s M. N g a n of i h e
g o v e r n m e n t to s e t w h a t it Ue l ieved ' ' m l 1 1 " f C o n i i n o n I'le.-.s s p o k e in b e -
to be a p r e c e d e n t of p a y i n g t a x e s » ' l I f '"•' " " ' ^ 1 ' i "" 1 J u r y , t h a n k i n g
on g o v e r n m e n t o w n e d p r o p e r t y . M a y o r ( i r i t l i n for h i s h o s p i t a l i t y a n d
- l i n t it is a x i o m a t i c , a n d I b e l i e v e s a y i n g : "! a m sure , t h e j u r y wi l l g o
p u b l i c o p i n i o n wi l l u n a n i m o u s l y b e a r l l U " t l l e » " " t e r t h o r o u g h l y a n d i u

; o . . . o u t in t h i s , " s a i d M r . F a l l o n . " " ' ' < » f ^ p r e s p n t m p . i t wi l l d o
- i b a t t h e y o v e r m u e i U s h o u l d p - , y r v e r y t h m , - ; p o s s i b l e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h
i - e w m i e in l ieu of t a x e s for p r o p e r t y " s d u t i e s to a i d in b r i n g i n g j u s t i c e
<\ . , , , . . i . l . i . . ! - , i t r l f t , . i , - f to r, « U w . , . , , , n I t O l l o h o t < P n "from which it derives an income

in husinefs competing with prlv-
I'C business,"

Mr. Fallon then brought out tlic
I.ict that despite the contention that
1 i'i ompensing lloboken for loss of

L u e s on the piers woulil be upset-
•-"11IIK ft precedent, that the govern-

ment has already established im-
["•rfant precedents along th« same
line. He cited the payment by the
; Mvernnient to the stales of certain
in'i-centaces of revenue from for-
. <try lands. At. first 111 per cent of
•cvenup from government owned

'forfist lands was paid lo the states
iihey are in. and now those pay.
merits have been increased to ll.'i per
"lit.

Ito Hoboken."
Among the guests present were:

City Assessor Peter J. Murray. As.
sistiint Assessor William Stack,
Judge William J. ll-iiiley, of the Ho-
boken District Court; Henry Stenck,
of the Stenck Trust Company;
Judge Thomas F. Meaney, of the
Juvenile Court'. ' Captain Max Mul-
ler, of tho North German Lloyd:
Commissioners James Londrigan
nnd Harry L. Schmulling, Supremo
Court Commissioner Dengler, As-
sistant Corporation Counsel William
Kavanagh and others.

Much appreciation was expressed
of the marvelous.luncheon served by
the North German Lloyd.

Members of the April term of the

nvernmcnt contributes 10 per cent
i>r the necessary revenue to be

:i^ed by taxation. SI ill another

I
i xamplw is in Panama, where in lieu
of taxes the K. S. Government pays
the Republic of Panama the sum of

'jO.OOO a yenr.
Wants German Lines Back

Applause broke out when Coun-
-lor Fallon said that Hie City of

I
, [oboken would like nothing hpH»i-
than to see, both the >!orth German
Lloyd nnd the Hamburg AivierleanJ

I-;. Pugiin, Arthur K. l-'ord, Joseph
i ircensp.ui. Adolph llarnapp, Wil.
li.-nn A. Iliggins, Fred Iloltje. Jr.,
Lester lluglios, John Imhoff, Jamen
i". Maroncy. John II. May, Joseph
Mell, Mrs. Helen A. Mitchell, John
J. Mooie. David P. Moran, II. Kdgnr
Nilan, (,'harles M. O'Connor, I'.en
.SchlosKberg, William M. Schulu,
John J. Mc.Mullen.



Grand Jury Viewing Piers

MemlHis of the Hudson County Grand Jury and County and Hoboken officials aboard the launch Natalie, I
inutluiiK a tour of the piers and waterfront pro|>erly In pursuance of tHe charse of Supreme Court Justine James |
IF. Mlnlurn that they InvestiRute conditions as n result of which Hoboken Is carrying a heavy burden through
(government ownership of the piers. On the right eon be seen Mayor Patrick It Griffin, and to Ills left, holding |
jonto the guy rope, County Counsel John J. Fnllon.

CORPORATION ATTORNEY John J. Fallon, of Hoboken, suggests that
liienry Ford buy the Hoboken Pier Property at present held by the United

States Government. The suggestion has, at all events, the value of origi-
nality. About the only difficulty we see to its being adopted is Henry Ford.

Ford is at present vitally interested in at least two gigantic undertak-
ings. One of these is the development of Muscle Shoals, which project Ford
has most certainly not abandoned. The other is the promotion of a commer-

cial air service t ocover the entire country, together with the production of
an airplane "flivver" to make flying machines cheap enough for everyone.

MR. FALLON, for whose sound common sense and judgment we have
la profound respect, voiced the sentiments of the people of Hoboken when he
fdeclared that the best thing which could happen would be the return of the
PNorth German Lloyd and Hambury-American steamship lines to their old
Ipiers. During the war Mr. Fallon was loud in his denunciation of the Ger-
Imans—they were called "Huns" in those days, thanks to the high-priced Eng-
lish and French mud-slingers and shinderers—but Mr. Fallon, in common
I with the rest of us, realizes that the war is over and that little benefit is to
ibe hadjjv cutting off on^sjiose_to_^pite one's face.

When the German steamers were docking in Hoboken, tfiis~was a pros-lj
jjperous and busy little city. Stores, hotels, restaurants were busy. Men had!
steady work and good wages at the docks. Today the waterfront is all butf
deserted, thanks to the hoggish and selfish policy of a Government that!

Ithinks more of providing a few soft jobs for a gang of hangers-on thanj
ut does of the welfare of an American community.

Shipping Board thereupon set to work to operate the piers for private cj
mercial enterprise and government profit (?) .

HOWEVER, TO RETURN to Henry Ford, We do not think it at all
Ilikely that this veteran of big business will heed the proposal. Furthermore,)
•should he do so, we feel that our paternal and hide-bound government would
•gee something sinister, something dark and dangerous, in such a sugges-
Ition, and would turn it down. It requires vision to accomplish things worth j
•while, and a government that robs a community of its just revenue may have
|a long arm but equally has a short vision. This is well demonstrated by the

efusal to build up an American mercantile marine, to permit of expansion
lof the aviation forces and by the constant and blundering efforts made to
•dicker with the League of Nations under the guise of a World Court—a[
|guise so simple as scarcely to deceive a Scotsman.

In a war emergency the U. S. government seized the Hoboken Piers,
[ousting—or rather, commandeering—the German vessels and owners. Dur-

the war these piers played anJusJ^ucjaM^n the transportation of
to and from Europe. J N t t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B L w e r e turned over to

ping Board, which is ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • u n c n t bureau. The

IT WAS PERFECTLY PROPER for the government to seize the pi|
during the war. They are about the finest piers in the country, and
ideally situated for the purpose to which they were put. It was also
fectly proper that the government should pay no taxes to the city for
use of the pier property.inasmuch as they were, apart from any other reasl
being utilized for the public good.

But when the war ended it was little short of thievery to operate
piers for private commercial enterprises and still continue to refuse to
taxes—or revenue in lieu of taxes.

It has been pointed out again and again that the Governemnt, wli
cannot pay taxes for property it owns, owns forest and other lands in
rious sections of the country and pays a percentage of the revenue
ceived from the development or operation of these properties to the ci
munities in which they are situated. This is money paid in lieu of taxesl
Actually it serves the same purpose, inasmuch as the percentage of reve-|
nue paid is usually calculated to equal the amount of taxation.
! BUT, IN THE case of Hoboken, the city and the tax payers of thel
lity, are made to suffer. The government operates the piers, not for the!
ublic benefit, but for its own profit via the Shipping Board, with its!
losts of men on the payroll and absolutely refuses to listen to any argu-|
.ent why it should pay anything to the city.

Let it be remembered that, when the German companies holding the
Ipiers were paying many thousands of dollars every year to the city. Now
Jchis revenue is wiped out, and as a result, every property owner and ever
j tenant in Hoboken is paying more every year so that the Shipping Board|
|can pay fat salaries at the expense of our citizens.

For several years efforts have been made to remedy this state ofl
J affairs—without result. The government has consistently turned a deaf]
jear to every suggestion. Meanwhile the people suffer and the Shipping)
I Board magnates buy homes in the country.

We may add, incidentally, that the Shipping Board piers in Hoboken I
| are closed to many Hoboken citizens. Longshoremen not belonging to
(the particular union favored by Mr. T. V. O'Connor and his lieutenants are
(not allowed to work on the government piers. This is one bright example
lof government bureauism and Bolshevism which should surely meet with
I the approval of such minds that govern Red Russia today. First you take
I away the property of the people, then you refuse them compensation,
jthen you put your favorite gang in charge and let them say who will or who
Swill not work on the property, thus openly stolen from the people. We|
Imight well say "In God We Trust."
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1GRAND JURY TOLD
MORE PIER FACT:

loboken's Tax Loss Placed by Witnesses at More Than|
$3,000,000—Work for the Session About

Cleared Up.

•f*

Says City Has Lost Millions
Since Piers Were Taken Over

The Grand Jury yesterday afternoon heard facts and figures
Ion the Hoboken pier situation from the lips of Major Edward]
sArne, superintendent of terminals for the U. S. Shipping Board;
[Assessors William J. Stack and John Murray and C. Alfrec
Burhorn, a real estate man. Major Arne, it it understood,!
reported among other things that the Leviathan is paying about)
$900 a day for the privilege of docking at a private pier ir
New York, although the Hoboken piers would accommodate

I her and did so for many months before and during as well as
I after the World War.

The reason, it is said, that the,
j Leviathan does not dock in Hobo-
! ken is believed to be that the ship
j appeals to a "high class" of pas-
sengers, who think it more con-
venient to have the ship tie up at
:< New York pier.

It ia reported that the other wit-
nesses named—all being invited and

J not being sworn—told the jury that
the Shipping Board gets about $2.-
000,000 annually as rental from the

j piers; that the total assessed v a r -
iation of the piers in 1918 was $6.-
1759.500, from which the city got
I $148.77« In taxes. In that year all
I the city got as taxes was $30.ion
I from the North German Lloyd
(Steamship Company. There' has
I been no more revenue from the
I piers since, as the Government took
I them over-

In the years, from 1919 to 19251
the city of HobQken has lost inl
revenue from the piers about $3,-1
088,500, considering the increase inl
valuations. The tax. rate in that!
time has gone up from some $22|
per $1,000 to $47. There was muchl
other Interesting but no new matter!
brought to the attention of the Jury!
and which will be dealt with when!
they make a presentment, probably!
just before the opening of the fall!
term. I

The Grand Jury will go into court!
next Tuesday with indictments and I
after disposing of the calendar for I
that day will adjourn until June 30,1
which will probably be the last
business session before the term I
ends The Grand Jury- will make I
Its inspection of the Laurel Hill I
institutions on July 2. and then take I
a recess for the summer. The Jury I
will be discharged .the day before I
the September term opens on Sep-1
tember 15 During the summer the
Grand Jury will be subject to call |
if occasion requires

[Tax Assessor Stack Appears Be*|
fore Grand Jury and Gives

Evidence On Loss

That Hoboken has lost $3,088,-
541.10 ,»n tnxes sinre the United
States Shipping Board took over the
•piers in that city in 1018 was one of
the statements made yesterday

I afternoon before the Hudson Grahd
Jury by Tux Assessor William J.

I Stack, of Hoboken.
Mr. Stack was one of the speak-

I ers invited to enlighten the Grand
Inquest on conditions regarding the
Hoboken pier situation as urged by
Supreme Court Justice James F.
Minturn in his charge last April.
The Grand Jury, it is said, is pre-

I paring a presentment on the sub-
|jeot to be returned next fall.

Major Edward Arne, superinten-
d e n t of terminals of the United
[States Shipping Board, appeared
J under subpoena of the Grand Jury.
I He asserted that he was assigned to
I this position only two months ago
land as yet .has not familiarized him-
lself with all the details of the work.

Major Arne admitted that the
iLeviathan was docking at a New
lYork pier, although the facilities at
IHoboken were sufficient to accom-
Imodate the mammoth liner. He j'
Isaid he understood the Shipping ['
• Board was paying $000 a day for the f
(docking privilege and "thought" this •
|was a reasonable figure. L

In addition to Mr. Stack, John \.
I Murray, clerk of the Hoboken Board
•of Assessors, and Alfred J. Burnhorn
and A. W. Coffin, representing tlio
Hoboken Chamber of Commerce,
were present to quote statistics on

| the pi^r situation.
Tax Rate Jumpi

While the government's taking
I over of the piers did not cause the
tax rate of Hoboken to jump from
$22 a thousand in 1918 to $47 in 1925,
the speakers asserted, they attrib- \
uted some portion of the increase to

I this action.
Mr. Stack said that In 1018 the

I assessed valuation of the piers, now
controlled by the government, was (r
$6,759,500, which meant taxes
$148,776. Instead of this amount, •
Hoboken authorities were paid !• ••
$30,100 by the North German-Lie :
Line for docking right?, leaving •••

| loss of $118,676 to the city.
He has heard, Mr. Stack also di

Jclared, that the government obtain;
Ion an average of $2,000,000 a yem•[
I for the use of the docks and privi
|leges of the piers.

The Grand Jury will meet next
I Tuesday and also on June 30. Tlw
(jurors will pay their annual visa
I to the county institutions Rt Secau-
lcus July 2, It was announced by
I George H. Bowley, clerk of the body.



TAX
BEING HELD WITH

PORT AUTHORITY
|!Whole State "as Well as

Hoboken Is in Danger
of Sundering.

Tn order that the Port Authority
might proceed with Its development
of Belt Line No. 13, which includes
their control of the Manufacturers'
Railroad in Hoboken as part of the
plan, a meeting of representative*
of the Hoboken Chamber, together,
with representatives of the City of
Hoboken and the Port Authority
will be held today In New York.
This meeting has been arranged In

j PLAN TO HELP HOBOKEN.
J Progress toward protecting the interests of
Hoboken in the prospective sale by the Fed-

Serai Government of the Shore Railroad prop-!

.,..„ ,11V,1111S „„.-, „„„ » l l w . , - u ,„ C r t y t o t h e P o r t Authority was made at the
accordance with the suggestion of ̂ conference called by Governor Sil/pr h »»»•'
Governor Silzer. in order that s o m e ' i . • . • ., i t ' , , „. . , 8 |

agreement might be come to be- ! o e c l a e c l t f t e noboken officials and Port Au-!

tween Hoboken and the Port Au-| ilmrirv m^.^ ,"i> ^n^( u c r*
thority relative to the Shore Road,| U l o r l t y m e e t ' " conference before Congress:
now owned by the United States
Government and controlled by the
I'nlted States Army.

If an agreement is reached it will
be along lines that will protect the
City of Hoboken in so far as its
revenues from the Shore Road prop-

• crty Is concerned.
A t a meeting of the Board ofShould the Port of New Yorkj

i Authority remain tax exempt on!
property it may acquire in fur- ' a T Trenton "was"explained "by' Man"

jiherane.. ()f its port development! ager A. W. Coffin, and President :
plan the burden would IV1I a lmos t ' V o l k w a s authorized to appoint a |.

. . . K. ,„, committee, to meet with the Port
wholly upon Ni:\v Jersey. That Authority I

d a n g e r was clearly brought out by The committee will consist of}-
representatives of the Hoboken, Counselor Dougal Herr, Manager

convenes next month to frame a taxation!
feature as an amendment to the pending bill,

permission of the Federal Government and
I he States of New York and New Jersey must!
be obtained to tax the Port Authority on the;
Hoboken property, is the conclusion of Gov-,
ernor Silzer.

IChamber of Commerce and Jersey
lepresuntatlvcs of the Port -Author. ]
ity at the conference in the office
of Governor Silzer last week.

Governor Silzer in opening the
conference declared that any prop-
icrty held by the. Port Authority
iwould not ix? taxable under the
law which was passed by the Jer-
sey Legislature. On the other hand,
Julius H. Cohen, general counsel
for the Port Authority, has stated
that he felt certain that the New
York Legislature did not exempt
property it might obtain in that
State.

All of the property which the
Port Authority hopes to acquire in
connection with Belt Line No. 13,
the immediate plan for develop-
ment, is located in New Jersey.
The basic principle back of the
establishment of the Port Authority

iwas to co-ordinate transportation
',and thereby reduce freight rates
|| and the handling of freight In the
jl'ort of New York generally.
' it has been pointed out by the

I Hobqken 'Chamber of Commerce
:tli;it if property it acquires in New
! Jersey is tax exempt any reduction
iin freight rales will be beneficial

Coffin and President Volk. Corpo-
ration Attorney John J. Fallon will
represent the city administration.
The city was not represented at the
conference ln Trenton last week
through a misunderstanding. An
Invitation had been extended to the
city through Mayor Griffin by Gov-
ernor Silzer, but it had apparently
been mislaid, due to the Mayor's
departure for Europe.

Governor Silzer has stated that
he will arrange a conference with
Governor Smith of New York, the!
Port Authority, the City of Hoboken
and the Chamber of Commerce at_

to talk over the

NOW READY T

up

tire situation.
His suggestion to the

was that the maUer be
with Congress first, because that,,,
body would meet.before the Jersey.!
Legislature, but this procedure was
objected to by the Chamber offi-
cials, in vie.w of what had already
happened in Washington, and they
felt that the Legislature should first
state its policy and then have Con-
gress adopt a policy In line with
that. . - • ' , . ' ,

The new tingle which has come
out of the situation is the admis-
sion by Governor Silzer that Port

Ijto shippers in New York for the Authority property ln New Jersey
most part, while the State of New is exempt from taxation, and Julius
Jersey by the. loss of taxes will pay Cohen's opinion that It is not in

•the difference. New York.
That, it was pointed out by the _ For two years the Port Authority

talk tax adjustment with the*
city of Hoboken in connec-H
tion with the acquisition off
property on the Jersey water

I 11 at, II was pointed out oy me t w iwo jrarn wie r u n /vumuriiy. , , . .
..oboken Chamber, is grossly unfair haa declared, that its policy would' «ont, rather than maKe prom-

lito New Jersey, and is one of the be to pay municipal taxes on prop- ises which a new set of corn-
treasons that the local organization erty it might*' acquire, but at the • • mioKt nnr rarrv §
"is fighting every effort on the part same time it has fought strenu- m i s s i o n e r s m . l g h t not. c a r r v

of the Port, Authority to acquire ously against any definite clause to, out, was evident at the con-'
the Hoboken Manufacturers' Shore that effect In the laws. • Unless thej f-.,Pr,r- k r U vesterdav in the
ltoad or any other property until situation is cleared up, soon, not r ^ e n c e " e l ° V p * A 'k -7

only Hoboken, but the «ntire States office of the Port Authority
New York, at which mem-

Authority
land representatives of the
i city of Hoboken and the

to the blil now pending* in Con- «
Sgresw which would strengthen H o - J
! boken's chances o f getting taxejfeip
ilfrom the property should it,. o«|p|
Jficquired by the Port Authori ty . ' '*
The latter body is now .willing to
consider such amendments .

Herein lies the change in front
on the part of the Port Authority.;
The bill introduced in the last ses-!
sion of Congress, and held over.f,
would allow the Secretary of War! .
to sell the Shore Road to that body,
and amendments sought by the Ho-;
hoken Chamber of Commerce which| l
ivould have designated the Port Au-rj
ihoiity as a tax-paying body were
strenuously- opposed by it.

The at t i tude adopted by the loc».
representatives at yesterday's con-jf
ferenee was that Hoboken does n o t !
want the Por t Authority to aci iu i re |
m y property in New Jersey un t i l !
<uch time as the tax situation i g |

s |entirely cleared up.
, —.'•' i j wi t l i the Port Authority having

That the Port cf New York1 | the right of condemnation of land,
Authority is now ready .to[ j ̂ ^ > y other_ recour*» for the city

Hoboken to Get!
Postponement of Shore]
Road Sale and Is Will-
ing to Consider Amend-,
ments to Legislation

first | Guaranteeing Taxes,

. v^^v ~. any \btHer property
the taxation question is settled. , « j

of N-w Jersey will suffer heavy
,sseS in taxes. It Is pointed out.

would be to secure the property in.
its name for, the Port Authority j
could not tn,ke the property from
a municipality.

Amendments to Jhe bill in Con-
gress to which the Port Authority
is willing to agree will be sub-
mitted to the city officials and the
board of directors of the Chamber,,
of Commerce next Wednesday, a n d p
if they are not acceptable to Ho-f
hoken the Port Authority will then i
consider amendments suggested by j
the local officials.

In the meantime an effort is to,<
ie made by Hoboken to get the
New Jersey .Legislature to amend
he act by which the Port Au-
hirty was created to determine

~C i t n • whether it was the mind
Chamber ot Commerce were Legislature

Says H. L. & I. Co's Inter
ests Same as City and

Chamber's.
That the interests of the llobo-

,en Land and Improvement Com-
pany are identical with other

•property owners in floboken and
With the city officials and the
"hamber of Commerce in connec-

t ion with the taxation problems
'which have, developed in regard to
the proposed acquirement of the
l/oboken .Shore Koad anil other
property in Jlohokeu by the Port.
Authority i.s asserted by I'almer
• ,'ampbell, president and- -general
manager of the company.

.Some misunderstanding developed
regarding- the situation as it

I reported from Trenton Severn

Ifoboken through ih. SeiTctury
.•ii1, has 'long, be ta tax free.'
"Both of these statements are in-

oorrect. The Port Authority seeks
•it this time to acquire the Hoboken
Shore Koad and a small uiere of
water front. This property has al-
WBJM paid taxes. It has never been
considered as government owned
and thus exempt from taxation as
the former German piers, because
the government merely holds x the
capital stock of a company which
has a lease on«the railroad and which
owns the waterfont in question.

The Hoboken Land & Improve-
ment Company, in connection with
l.he Chamber of Commerce and the

Beity officials of Hoboken, contended
Ibefore Congress lost winter that no
•)li; authorizing the government to ,
urn over this property to the Poi i

JjVuthorlty should bo passed without
•i specific declaration from Congress
hat the property should he sub
eot to local taxation if the State <>fi

New Jersey saw fit to make it so.
It had been suggested by the l'ort
Vuthority that it is a federal agency j
irlrt that, thereiOr*, the state could)
lot tax t>ropertles held by it. Our|

to make it a tax-paying
present. b o ^ - ., • ' m
First it wan agreed by the Port,.,,. , „ " . c l t y ^ a s wpr«uented a t y e s - - 1

i iei uay s conference bv Oummlninntr1 I
Authority, according to A. W. Cof^iustav Bach, acting ma^m-, Cor-
fin, managor of the Chamber ofPoration Attorney John J. Vallon

jCommerce, that the Chamber aniC,nd Assistant Treasurer Edward
'the rltv of Hoboken get the ffa( "'• W h i l e l h e Chamber of Coin-
;tne cit> of Hoboken get the \\ a ( m n r c e representatives present were
Department to postpone consider-President Anthony J. Yolk, Dougal I
atlon of the scheduled sale of thefT(1|'r •jnd Mrfincru \ \\ Coffin.
Hoboken Shore Road and the otheri ' "~
piece of water front property con-'
trolled by the Government, and In'
the meantime get the New Jers<*\ I
Legislature to .straighten out ihejj
tar.gle J I to whether or not the |
Port Authority is exempt, from tax-*
atlon under the New Jersey law.

That If it is not possible for theL
two bodies to secure the consent!
of the AVar Department to delay thai
«,il '\ t h" i i ' I I a g r e e to i i i n e i i ' i m e n t n

efforts were to large extent!

e never opposed the turn-

"Editor Jersey, Observer:

t o l t a U u ^ . A U l h ° r l t y i I W t AU"»»-»V in
.

of Hoboken have
grievously from the fact

ce the Government t k
grievously from the

mereu quite onuugh from Ithat since the Government took
the exemption from local taxa t ion | the North Oermnn I I I > «

\ m " , '

make up over $2 000 -

•jmpree, of ...,. n.m ULIH.']
fjnently had with flip Governor, con-i
Iliains the statement that 'ft became
ji'Vldcnt. as the hearing progressed
i hat the Land & Improvement Co.
opposed the solution of the problem
advanced by Governor Silzer,' and officials and the Chamber of Com.! s^SSK« « s-'ŝ

as the exemption from
taxation of property acquired by 11
the Port Authority would entail. We ft
shall, therefore, resist in the future, M
n» urn ho,i« J '

future,
a
Jt!

oboken until it
htiK been made certain that such
property will bear its just propor-
tion of taxation. Our interests are
exactly the same as the interests of
ftII the other taxpayers of Hobo-
ken, nnd our position Is the same
as that of the Chamber of Com-
merce and the city officials.

We feel lustinVd in asking that
you give tbl" '"*••••• t u " same pub-

y as the article above referred
.o. i

Very truly yours, !
(Signed) PALMER CAMPBELL,

~ 1 Gen, Manager.



Hearing Called on
Port Authority

TRACK LAYING
FEUD WILL BE
DECIDED DEC. 20

»f land by condemnation nlong Sev-f
mtfenth and Eighteenth streets to!
build (in additional terminal foi1

Plan For Rails on 17th and 18th

-Voters at Meet

„•',• . .' o f oni"s I '" ' had acquirr-d
•ueh rights ;,M the previous owners
JHirenk. Connolly and Reed had in"
-Me streets. There were two tracks
rrom the Nalional Dock or Junction!
rmlrnad running across the three.1

streets. The terminal plans call fork

flevlsed by the railroad company andl
the .fort Authority a s , , . m o f t n e !
Bpherne to end rail traffic congestion!
in he port of New York. When the!
Oaihoad company started to lay its

Streets to Be Left to \^,^!Z^a^ ^ ^ ^ \

*°»rr M'^aol I." Fa-en and Z", !

(Authority and railroad officials p,,,..
h, H. Vredenburgli, counsel to the VfoXSlSSn a-nt> H was decided that

New York Central Railroad Com-thTmaUwvv^h 8 6 1 1 i*'0Ul<1 I o o k ' l n t 0 «
pany, and J'. M. Doorly. of the en-, there was to be apUb ,?c h ^ a r i n ^ n T
glneerins department of that M,1-, '1" effoi 't niade to settle the com'ro
road, appeared before the Jersey City '
commissioners yesterday In the" mat-
ter of the application of the Port Au-
thority arid the New Y'ork Central
railroad for permission to Iny rail-
road tracks in .Seventeenth and
Eighteenth streets west, of Colesi . . . -; • «<• •« ior me hearine
ttreet and across Monmouth HtreetJ*nlch

u
 w l » '"> held in the Assembly1

This permission was asked some °^ a r " b e r '"• 3 o'clock in ih« »"„ . I
time ago after the New York Cen-
tral, at the request of the Port Au-
thority, had purchased ;i Ini'K" tr.ict

\i

_ ~ iv oiiuc uie contro-
versy. Director Fagen reported yes-
terday that his engineers had com-|
pleted their survey ;tnd he has fa-i

! Expect Meeting Today
Iron Out Jersey City's

i Objections.

?" the f r t c t s i,..iu i» reaay for the public hearing.
So, the commissioners fixed Deccm-'
her 30 as the dale for the hearing,;

NEW YORK PORT
SCHEME LEAVES

additional tracks over Seven-Chf
teenth, Eighteenth, Monmouth

President Is Not

oped when a request "was m:.ide on
behalf of that organization for
acquisition of the Hoboken Shore
Road and Corporation Attorney Fal- ,B r m j , ,a i enlargement plan, spon-
lon pointed out to the President that ' - - - -
he had believed it was the purpose
of the government to liquidate the
" u : "— Board

me City Commission. In executing it.
illc said thai It was the purpose to
unite all the existing shore railroads
into one line, which would be -of
jpreat benefit to shippers. The plan
calls for new tracks to cross tho
Streets named and failure to build
HUeh tracks would prevent any com-
prehensive, development.

Shippers In the shore sections, ..
Mr. Cohen eald, are at present pay- /I
Ing much higher pates than would
bo required under the new plan.
The railroads have agreod to spend
half .a million toward the installa-
tion of switches and signals along
the route, in addition to the amount '
paid in by the Port Authority. The
line, when finished, will be com-
posed of the four roads named, he
said, but will be operated as one.

Commissioner Saul was responsi-
ble for the first argument about the j

— -.— . . plan, when he asked if Jersey City I
In an effort to clear up disputedwould be deprived of tax ratablesf

points concerning the belt line rail-:"0?' P»»<1 bV t ^ e railroads. Mr. I
. B in inn Cohen said that tho taxes would be

road, as proposed by the Porl of unaffected. The roads would retain
New York Authority to extend from their present identity, he said, bill
Kdgewater to Bayonne and bv would be operated by a director,
which shippers along the New .W- ^ ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^
sey waterfront will benefit greatlv.iwould not receive one foot of

ground or title of any sort, he ex- j
plained.

Commissioner Fagen then de-J
manded a, clearer understanding of,
|<he number of new tracks to be
built, and the reason for the rail-
road companies not applying for the
permit themselves, Instead of leav-
ing It to the Port Authority. He
pointed out that traffic on Hoboken
avenue, is almost at the saturation
point at the present time, and that
the additional tracks would cause
more congestion there. In addition,
he said, that according to State law,
the application for a permit should

Director of Streets Michael 1. Fagen.
Director of Buildings John Saul and
Corporation Counsel Thomas Bn>
gan, of Jersey City, and J. It.
Cohen, general counsel for the Port
of New York Authority and several
prominent engineers of that or-
franization are meeting in Commis-
sioner Fagen's office this afternoon.

I The meeting is the outcome of
] the public hearings on the applies:-
! lion of the Port Authority, in be-
'• half of the Hoboken Shore Rail-
load, the New Jersey Junction Hail-
load, the Erie Terminal ami the
J>ehigh Valley before the City Com-

i Julssion yesterday, for permission lo

' o l ( ' s streets as a part of the freight
i l

y Oe I
Bonds—Confer-

ence Incon-
clusive.

that the City of Hoboken would be
given an opportunity to present fts
case agafnet any such move If It wus
contemplated.

Porl^ Authority representatives
said they would not be averse to the
city's acquiring the pier at the foot)
„., * . . , . . public

a t t a c k e ( ^ ' b y b o t h C o m > -
l d F t

' y

iiilssioners Saul and Fagen at. yes-flerday's meeting because of the
liaze of detail which has not. yet
been' worked out by the New York
authorities.

Counselor Cohen, speaking

pp p hould
have attachod an authentic map of

proposed Improvement, some-|
w h i c h t h e P o r t o f

[application did not have.
Cohen said that- the only reason

fe'or the roads not applying lndi-1
This application, although by noMd u a»y f o , r

t
 t h . e P"™11 w«» j h f t t "I

means a new thing to the Cityfvas, , t n o u g V * h e P o . r t ot. A u th? r ' tyg

f' ThThree new tracks would
cross Eighteenth street, four Seven-
teenth, and four Monmouth, he
n&id. He expressed his willingness
t m t I t d ' f

p g
to meet In today's conference to 1

for further work out the matter, and j
khen h it b h t i I]

and asked the city's representatives)«.».« anncu me cuy s representatives
The White House is not "sold" on if they would take over the former

the 'Port Authority's plan to pur- N«th « £ « % $ & « ' ~
chase with paper the Hoboken Shore opportunity.
I toad. That was indicated by the at- It Was the position of Hobtken,

! titude of President Coolidge at the Fallen replied, not to go into busi-
I conference yesterday afternoon with ™» ^"^ffj^}1}}™. "

both his own organization and thejhen have It brought up again In
railroads in question, outlined the*w° weeks for final hearing.

an. and asked I he co-operation of! )

of Commerce.
Arranged by Senator Wadsworth

• on behalf of the Port Authority, the
r conference was ostensibly for the
i purpose of securing presidential sup-,
j port /or the bill now pending which|
| would authorize the Secretary of
) War to turn over the Shore Road
j to the Port Authority for its bonds
' to the amount of u million dollars.
It failed to get that support as far
as any expression from President
Coolidge was concerned.

Senator Edge notified Hoboken
officials so that they might be repre-
sented at the conference. Corpora-
tion Attorney John J. Fallon ,Vu<
.seemed confident that Hoboken M
position In the matter Is heliiR jmfc-
guarded and that nothing will be
"put over" on the city.

"The President's comments to
representatives of the Port Author-
ity seemed to indicate that he was
not in favor of turning over • the;

i Shore Road property to that body!
; for paper," declared Mr. Fallon. ]

The question of disposition of the
former IlainbuiK-Ainerican and

' Norrh (ierninn Lloyd piers V «; re-
fn-ri'd lo incidentally, and Pre*.."'̂ nt
Coolidg*.' intimated that he brtlcved

, th.it all property taken by the gov-
ernment during th,e war Should,
where If is not now used for govern-)
mental purpose*, be di.fpostd of. y.

Shipping Huafrl IKJ.-

ence:
. "It was proposed that the gov-

ernment formulate a policy for dis-
position of the property taken over
by the goveinmenfjkluring the war,
but the government, agreed upon a.
policy a year ago.' There is a bill
before Congress authorizing: me to
dispose of the Hobolceu Shore Line
Railroad-to the Po*t Authority of
Xew York and to take bonds in
payment. This ban paseend the

Senator Edwards reiterated an !
idea he had expressed before, to j
the effect that he was for any plan :

which will release tatf money into I
tho treasury of the City of Hobo- >
ken. He is plainly Impressed with
the general position that IToboken

far lias tost than j
$12,000,000 in taxation of the piers,
which uhe. otherwise would have'
collected, and that this is threaten-

Senate and is pending in the house.] ing the oity with bankruptcy, hits
While this measure, if passed,
authorizes me to dispose of the
property, it does not direct me to
make such disposition of it."

Apparently, the fatal weakness of
the White House Conference was
lack of harmony hi the dews of
the interests represented. Nothing
had been agneed upon in advance,
and the talk took a wide rang*.

unityabout the only thread of
running: through it was the
eral purpose of the Hoboken
representatives as to taxation.

So inconclusive and discursive
was the White Hpuse meeting that
no statement w»s formulated for
the press either by the repre-
sentatives of Hoboken or the rep-

of the Xew York Port

him with all the force of an un-
answerable argument.

Senator Edge did not attend tho
conference, sending word by Sena-
tor Edwards that lie was detained;
in the Senate, tie conferred witii i
Ilobokf-ri repersentatives, however,1

previous to the conference.
Besides President Coolidge, Secrf.

tury Weeks and Senators
worth and Edwards, there

'Authority.
Senator Wadsworth contented

gen- ^present Mayor Griffin, of Hoboken.
' — John J. Fallon, Corporation Coun-'

sel, and A. W. Coffin, secretary of,
the Hoboken Chamber of Com-'
merce; Julian A. Gregory, chairman :

of the New York Port Authority; !
Dewltt VAu Busklrk, former chair-
man: EJ; A. Outerbrldge, former ^
chairman; General Goethals, con-.^
suiting, engineer; Lewis F. Pounds.
Statae Treasurer of

That the
HM hiiiirt also devel-lI

himself with the observation that!Julius Uenry Cohen, counsel and
no definite rosult was ae.com-; Wilbur l-aroe. of counsel for the

11'ort Authority.



TAX CONFERENCE
BEING E D WITH

PORT AUTHORITY
Whole State "as Well as

Hoboken Is in Danger
of Suffering.

Tn order that the Port Authority
might proceed with its development '
of Belt Line No. 13, which includes
their control of the Manufacturers'
Railroad in Hoboken as part of .the
plan, a meeting of representative*
of the Hoboken Chamber, togethef.|
with representatives of the City of
Hoboken and the Port Authority
will be held today In New York.
This meeting has been arranged in
accordance with the suggestion of
Governor Sllzer, in order that some! |_ - J j .1 i i 1 1 rr . 1
agreement might be come to be-, j«ecided the Hoboken officials and Port Au-1

tween Hoboken and the Port Au- Illinritv m<»f»f in m n L , ^ » . U t r' '
thority relative, to the Shore Road, I ; m o m y m e e t '"• conference before Congress;
now owned by the United States
Government and controlled by the
United States Army.

If an agreement is reached it will
be along lines that will protect the
City of Hoboken in so far as Its
revenues fr.om the Shore Road prop-

j PLAN TO HELP HOBOKEN.
•.,' Progress toward protecting the interests or
j Hoboken in the prospective sale by the Fed-'
Jeral Government of the Shore Railroad prop-
erty to the Port Authority was made at the.
Conference called by Governor Silzer. It was

Should the Port of New
; erty is concerned.

Yorkj A t a meeting tlLC B0?r£ ° f

Authority

1 properly
thcranri'

i Directors of the Chamber of Corn-
l t t d l d

„ . , . i Directors of the Chamber of Corn
remain tax exempt on, m e m > , h e s l t u a t l o n a s t t developed

it may acquire In fur-*at Trenton was explained by Man-
of Its port development: ager A. W. Coffin, and President

plan the burden would l;.|l a lmos t ' V o l k w a s a ut"° r > z e d t o appoint a. . . .. committee to meet with the Port
wholly upon Nuu Jersey. That Aut.lK>rlty
danger wiiH clearly brought out by The committed will consist of
representatives of the Hoboken | Counselor Dougal Herr, Manager

convenes next month to frame a taxation
feature as an amendment to the pending bill.
The permission of the Federal Government and '
ihe States of New York and New Jersey must!
be obtained to tax the Port Authority on the
Hoboken property, is the conclusion of Gov-,

I Chamber of Commerce and Jersey

ity at the conference in the office
|of Governor Silzer last week.

Governor Sllzer in opening the
conference declared that any prop-
icrly held by the Port Authority
would not be taxable under the
law which was passed by the Jer-
sey Legislature. On the other hand,
Julius VI. Cohen, general counsel
tor the Port Authority, ha,s stated
that he felt certain thut the New
York Legislature did not exemptl

' property it might obtain in that
State.

I All of the property which the
I Port Authority hopes to acquire In
I connection with Belt Line No. 13,

for develop-
New Jersey.

The basic principle back of the
establishment of the Port Authority
was to co-ordinate transportation

land thereby reduce freight rates
I and the handling of freight In the
Port of New York generally.

! It has been pointed out by the
Hoboken "Chamber of Commerce

ith.it if property it acquires in New
!Jersey is tax exempt any reduetion
ill) freight rales will be beneficia"

I the immediate plan
I ment, Is located in

Coffin and President Volk. Corpo-
^-a£J.ks,..P.ort..Aulhpj^j ration Attorney John J. Fallon will

represent the city administration.
The city was not represented at the
conference in Trenton last week
through a misunderstanding. An
invitation had been extended to tho
city through Mayor Griffin by Gov-
ernor Silzer, but it had apparently
been mislaid, due to the Mayor's
departure for Europe.

Governor Silzer has stated that
he will arrange a conference with
Governor Smith of New York, the;
I'ort Authority, the City of Hoboken
and the Chamber of Commerce at

to talk over the en-

NOW
TALK TURKEY

w ^ i n T S t a & ^ ^
with Congress first, because that;,
body would meet .before the Jeraey.
Legislature, but this procedure was
objected to by the Chamber offi-
cials, in view of what had already
happened in Washington, and they
felt that the Legislature should first
state its policy nnd th*n have Con-
gress adopt a policy In line with

t . * • • f.
he new angle whiA has come

that.
Th. .

out of the situation is the admis-
sion by Governor Silzer that Portijto shippers in New York for the Authority property In New Jersey

ost part, while the State of New i8 exempt from taxation, and Julius
,ey by the loss of taxes will pay Cohen's opinion that tt is not in. .IrrS'
difference. New York.

That, it was pointed out by the For two yearn the Port Authority
Hoboken Chamber, is grossly unfair has declared, that Its policy would

«to New Jersey, and is one of the be to pay municipal taxes on prop-
ireasons that the local organization erty It' mights acquire, but at the
is fighting every effort on the part same time It has fought strenu-
of the Port Authority to acquire ously agUlnst any deflnlto clause to
.>.„ u«v.^i,nn MnnufanMirnrit' Shore that effect in the laws. Unless theManufacturers' Shore
Uoad or any • other property until situation Is cleared up, soon, noti
the taxation question is settled. only Hoboken. but the entire State*

'of New Jersey .will suffer heavylosses in taxes. It Is pointed out.

Hoboken to Get
Postponement of Shore
Road Sale and Is Willi
ing to Consider Amend-
ments to Legislation
Guaranteeing Taxes.

| to HIP bill now ponding in Con-
gress which would strengthen Ho-
boken's chances of getting taxe#
from the property should It., oe
acquired by the Port Authority.^)
The latter body is now .willing to' ;

consider such amendments.
Herein lies the change in front

cm the part of the Port Authority.
The bill introduced in the last ses-: ,
sion of Congress, and held over.fj
would allow the Secretary of Warp]
to sell the Shore Road to that body]
and amendments Nought by the Ho-i !
lioken Chamber of Commerce whicht I
would have designated the Port Au-f
tboiity MM a tax-paying body wer
strenuously opposed by it. ,,,

The attitude adopted by the locaM
representatives at yesterday's con-jjj
ferenci- was that Hoboken does noti
want the Port Authority to acquire!
any property in New Jersey until!
such time HS the tax situation i s |

ntirely cleared up.
With the Port Authority havlngl

the right of condemnation of land,!
the only other recourse) for the cltyl
would be to secure the property inf
its name for, the Port Authority!
could not tn,ke the property from
a municipality.

Amendments to /he bill in Con-
gress to which the Port Authority
is willing to agree will be sub-
mitted to the city officials and the
board of directors of the Chamber
of Conimerce next Wednesday, and
if they are not acceptable to Ho-
boken the Port Authority will then
consider amendments suggested by
the local officials.

In the meantime an effort is toi
be made by Hoboken to get the!
Xew Jersey Legislature to amendj

Ifohoki'ii through the Secretary
Wiir, has Mongjbeen tax free.'

"Both of these statements are in-
uorreet. The I'ort Authority seeks
;it this time to acquire the Hoboken
Shore, lioad and a email piece of

That the Port cf New York?
Authority is now ready to
talk tax adjustment with the
city of Hoboken in connec-
tion with the acquisition of |
property on the Jersey water
front, rather than make prom-
ises which a new set of com-
missioners might not carry
out, was evident at the con-
ference held yesterday in the
office of the Port Authority
in New York, at which mem-
bers of the Port Authority
and representatives of the
city of Hoboken and the whether it. was the mind of thr-fS|
Chamber or Commerce were Legislature to make it a tax-paying ;,i

body.
present. T n e city was represented at yes-i
First it was agreed by the 1 ort tei.dtty.H c o n f t t l . e m . p b v Commissions

Authority, according to A. \V, Cof-liuxtav Bach, acting mayor; Coi-
nn manager of the Chamber Deration Attorney John J. Pallon

[Commerce, that th. Chamber a n f e J ^ - J ^ T ^ - u ^ Edward
| the city of Hoboken get the \Vai rnnn .e representatives present were
Department to postpone consideiNPrestdent Anthony J. Volk, Dougalf

|the act by
thirty was

which the
created to

Port Au-S
detprmineii

Says H. L. & I. Co's Inter
ests Same as City and

Chamber's.
Tlmt the interests of the Uobo-

«n Land and Improvement Com-
pany are identical with other
property owners in Hoboken iind
with th it f i
*h

y in Hoboken iind
ith the city officials and the
hamber of Cummerce in connec-

tion with the taxation problems
(which havo developed in repaid to
the proposed acquirement of the
Hoboken Shore lioad and other,
property in Hoboken by the PortJ
' " " ' Palmer

Keneral
I Authority i.s averted by
| Campbell, president anil-
manager of the company.

t

|elty ofttciulH of Hoboken, contended
|>efore Congress lost winter that no

)I1I authorizing the government to
urn over this property to the Port

IVuthority should be passed wfthout
li specific declaration from Congress
/that the property should be sub-
ject to local taxation if tho State of
[New Jersey saw fit to make it HO.
It hud been suggested by the Port
Authority that it is a federal agency
Hid that, therefore*, tho state could;
not tax properties held by it. Our,
efforts were to a large extent!
successful. '

We have never opposed the tuni-
ng over of the railroad to the.

and in
Jersey

..eglslature to straighten out ihe
tar.gle J I to whether or not the
Port Authority is exempt from tax-i
atlon under the New Jersey law.

That if it is not possible for tlm
two bodies to secure the consent
o' the War Department to delay tIn-
flate, then to agree to ajuwndiiients

water front- This^property has al- Ra t ion of the scheduled sale of theHpl)" ;<"f' Manager A. W. Coffin.
'"'" ' ' " "" ' Hoboken Shore Road and the other*

, ,. iv.ipiece of water front property con-
iiiid thus exempt from taxation as Patrolled by the Govei ninent, H~ • '"
he former dcrraan piers, because BS t h n ,PUntime get the New .

the government merely holds x the f"'.^.. . . .
capital .stock of a company which
lias a lease on,the railroad and which '
owns the waterfont In questi«ji.

The Hoboken Ijand & Improve-
Inient Company, in connection with
| h e Chum her of Commerce and the

Some misunderstanding developed
regarding the situation as it was

I reported from Trenton several days
;igo at a. mooting called by Oover-,, - ,-, - „ ---"" --,:;;-."".~."-.. *

nor Silzer, and tho following let- ' o l t Authority, providing; we we...
tor IN submitted to the Jersey Ob- assured that tho same would con-
.server to clear up ,thc situation HO l l m i e t o PW t a x w !- w*< i n e°">n '0"
,1'ur us he Hoboken Land and 1m- w i t f l o t h e r taxpayers of Hoboken,
Ijjrovement Company Is concerned: l m v o suffered quite cnuugh from

"Editor Jersey 6bs' .
p Dear Sir:--Tho report in tho N'o-i
j member 21 issue of the Jcr«t-.y Ob-I
nsorver of the conference which thfl1
"members of the Port Authority. rep-|

1 "oentatives of the Chamber of Com-!
j metre of Uobokon and others re-
cently lifid with the Governor, con-
ji»ins the statement that 'It became
j'-vldent as ihe hearing progressed
jiliat the Land & Improvement Co.
{opposed the solution of the problem
ladVII need by Governor Sllzer,' and
!ilso that certain property which the
"ort Authority seeks to n.c«iulrj

the propeiTy of the Port Authority
[In New Jersey to taxation.

The taxpayers of Hoboken have
suffered grievously from the fact
that since the Government took over
the North German Lloyd .and Ham-
burg-Amerlcan piers they have been
compelled to make up over $2,000.-
000 In taxes whjch those piers used
to pay, We thing thut Hohoken's

the exemption from local taxation
of government owned property In
Hoboken. The Governor al the
conference seemed to bo of the
opinion that the property of the -- . - - ( >•« n'"«s mm nor
Port Authority, under existing: Htnte citizens have made sufficient sacri-
lnws, would be exempt from local "ces for the country at large, and
taxation. Our-counsel contended • to 1 we do not feel that wo should be
the contrary, but in order to make I called upon to make sucft further
the question entirely certain,' wo sacrifices as the exemption from
Intend, in connection with the city taxation of property acquired by
officials and the Chamber of Com. t h e P o r t Authority would entail. We
morce, to ask tho legislature this "hall,1 therefore, resist in the future,
winter-—as 'we did last winter— to "" w ° " J ' ~ " "

I'ort Authority in Hoboken until il
has been made certain that such
property will bear its just propor-
tion of taxation. Our interests are
exactly the same an the Interests of
nil the other taxpayers of Hobo-
ken, nnd our pftsltlon Is the same
as that of the Chamber of Com-
merce and the city officials.

We feel ItistUlPd in asking thnt
jyoti give thl« '"*' ••- tUn same pub-

y as the article above referred
Ito.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) PALMBK CAMPBELL.

Pres. and Gen. Manager.

.have done tn tha'pasC th*e"no- ]J
Pt &tty,.»KM»erty by the 1



CONFEREESON Coffin Reports
Manager Coffin, of the Chamber .if

Washington last night, said tha> the
Port Authority regards favorably the

SHORELINE NOTli^f « i r t 5 ';

ABLE TO AGREE
|. want the Shore

Port Authority does not;
_ Itoa'd unless it canj

operated in connection with thei
'piers, and regards the piers and;
railroad as a. unit to lie operated to-JW

Ijgether. Ownership of the piers by
i; Hoboken would be favorable to thai

j Tho Port Authority is worried fife
Weeks Rejects Port Authorityjiilbout t h e attitude of Secretary

' ' h " « l - toward the disposal

SILZER ADDRESS
POINTS WAY TO

Plan at Confab Held in the
White House

Washington, Bee. J.j.—A proposal
submitted by tho Port' Authority
tliat the Hoboken Shore Koud be
turned over to the United States
Shipping Board under executive or-
der was not favorably received by

, Secretary of War Weeks, th-is after-
neon, at a conference with President
Coolidge, attended by representative.-;'
of the City of " Hoboken, Port
Authority and government officials.

Among those who- attended the
I conference were: Mayor Patrick R.
I Griffin of Hoboken, Corporation
! Counsel John- J. Fallon, Alyn \V.
( Coffin, manager of the Hoboken
| Chambern of Commerce, Chairmu

Julian A. Gregory of the Port Au-
thority, .Senator Edwards and others
interested in tho disposal of the
Shore Koad.

Mills Favors Port
Representative Ogden Mill*, of

Xcw York, who accompanied the
delegation said that there should be
no difficulty in obtaining House
passage-of the bill permitting the
War Department to accept Port Atl-

! thority bonds. The bill passed the
I Senate at the last session.

Senator Wadsworth urged Secre-
tary Weeks not to
bids for the road pending

I Congress on tlie bill.

j toward the disposal of the
jshoro Koad, said Mr. Coffin. He re-
4gards the road as surplus proper-l

of-"the War Department and lui
.stiitsd that unless the present men
sion'f of Congress takes some action
he will sell the road to the highes
bidder. .

j Counselor Kallon told President
(coollrtge ' that." tjje City of, Holwken
I would demand, to lie heard in. (be
matter in tlie e v e t th
should
Shore

would

in Hie event the government
consider disposing of the

Koa4 to the United, Htn'tos,
1 BoWirf. Jle said Hoboke.'i
strenuously object to that a,

i it would involve loss of the road a.
taxable property.

The Shipping Board, however, was
not represented at the conference,
and the chance of it taking over the?
road now seems more remote than iti<
did before the conference.

Held on 99 Year
The Hoboken Shore

Chamber of Commerce Banquet
is Called Best Ever—Plan

Another On Ship

Lease
Koad is offi

Hoboken Mariu-clally known as the
fiicturers' llailro.-fd, which controls
the road on a, t'!) year lease. Tb
road, although now owned by th
government, is taxable because it is
a corporation, tlie stock being con-
trolled by the War Department. The
!i!)-year lease is from the owner of
the Jloboken Railroad, Warehouse)
and Steamship Company, which is
owned by the Ilohoken Land & Ini-
provemenf Company, of which "" '

leer

The annual banquet of the Hobo-
ken Chamber of Commerce,' Tues-
day night, on board the steamship
"Stutgart," of Ihe .Vurth German
Lloyd Line, at her pier at the foot
of Sixth street, was the topic of
r-onsjdernblo luudltury conversation
yesterday, .ft is conceded to hav<;
been the best yet held by Hie Cham-
ber.

In fact. Anthony J. Yolk. Sr., the
'Otiriug president of the Chamber,
oiced the centimeiHs of nil pres-

|ent when he expressed the hope that
next year's banquet will be held

Inboard tiie steamship "Columbus'' al
|her own Jloboken pier. At present
'that ship, the largest of the ..North

•man Lloyd fleet, is fireeTto'dor

»ecre- • " i u y company, of \
accept private m e r Campbell is president

action by The ^blli . R i d i n g f0, t h e K;i]p o f
id has of- Weeks, to

tied a, million dollars cash for th> Put through
lad, it is understood, whereas the Wndsworth and has

Jort Authority is offering the rams before the Ilous
| amount in bonds vhich are not at D-v Congressman

"™
Zof/(l111

intere

After the conference It was stated lt.v, if terms can be agreed
that Secretary Weeks is sympathetic would be tantamount to
toward tho Port Authority develop- Secretary Weeks, from s
ment plan but favors a private bid j;'-«ic_l ty_ private
for purely business reasons. Ho said,
however, that he would oo whatever
Congress advised him to do.

Fallon Reports on Conference
Continued taxation of the Shore

Road in the event of its transfer to
the Port Authority, seems assured,

Corporation Counsel Fallon, late last
night reported to the Hudson Dis-
pat»'h Immediately alter his return
'min Washington. j

"Things look brighter for Hoboken '
than ever before on the Shore Ro.idi
and fiier taxation question," said Mr. |
Fallon. "it's a slow light, but I fe*I |
we are gradually getting somewhere.

"The President did not positively |
ay so, but J Inferred from what lie f

said that it is the intention of th«i
government to .sell the Jioboken piers]
In the not distant future. i

"The President said that it is the}
| policy of the government, to sell any[
property taken over during the war!
which it no longer requires for gov-
ernmental purposes."

Counselor Fallon put before thei
j conference the request of the City of}..
•t Ilohoken to acquire the pier at thei
j foot of Twelfth street as municipaO
: property. Ho said that the J'ort An-[
I thority officials regard the proposi
f t ion f:ivor.i My.

....-, .<uiu! j jauota and other""
_„.. „„„ .-..-iiaio Iiy-Senator far a w a y t , | a i . e s j , , t i i e country In

swortn and has new* been put awaken to the necessity of really ,-u".- •
•e the House of Representatives i n - I1U l i i e Hoboken case until" there
congressman Mills,,-.-') , ;3 direct advice from a high place-
authorizes the Wa ;r'1)epnrtmentHi, v •-•••; •> • --•
11 the road to the Port Author-1

Changes His Scheduled
Turning to K. S. Gregg, of the C

S. JJepartrnent of (Commerce. who
[represented Secretary Herb, r,
Hoover at Hio banquet, Governor

Jsilzcr said that lie could do a great
;<ervVe, if he look buck to Washing-
ton a forceful report Of the situa-
tion, which Secretary Hoover would
place beforo Hi'.' Cabinet, which in
turn would tuhisc- Congress to ac;
quickly and efft-elively in awarding
Hobo!;cn .!ho money due for ta.\e.<:
on the piers.

Governor Silver li.-td been booked
io leave the banquet in time to catch
Hie JO: 4!) p. m. train «t the Journal
Square station, but he found tlio

'.banquet HO enjoyable that he turn-
ed to the loastniasfi?r, Jladdon Ivins,
and reniarkffl: "Never mind about
that train. I'll wait."

Tin's was because the Governor .,
left hi.s 'pl:ice at Hie speakers' table'!1,
to attend the overflow Chamber ban-?;;*'

Iquet conducted by Charlie JvUgler on|§J
'.-in upper docl; of tiie ship. Charlie's1*1'
happy feast was the talk of the ship,'
and yesterday the talk of the town..
His group was composed mostly of
youthful members ot Hie Chamber, :

and ilioy made the "welkin rim;"
with son?. Governor Silzer gave,
them nn extra speech which was not!,
on the program.

lie Liter referred to them as : .
"Charlie Kugler's Weehawken Won- ,

L.itor. in introducing the Gov- '
fmor. Mr. Ivins jocularly nominated,',
him for Township Committeemau in.
V. eehawken, but the Governor
I.' ughing-ly declined the nominal.on.
sayins: "1 don't want to go to j a i l . ' .

Kadi member got a good-sized lux,
filled with souvenirs, the. boxes were1

made by the Owens & Trager fac-
tory, and the articles cuittnJm-d
therein were donated by the follow-
ing Chamber members: Thomas J.
Liplon, Inc.; C. Alfred Burhorn, real-
tors; Dykes JiUinbpr company, J a s -
»:-ls <fc Kellis; A. JJanniball Q com-
pany, Siiults Cake company, .lanssui
Uairy company: II. I1'. O'Meilia, Am-

'erican Lead Pencil company, Sle,;-
ick Trust company, Herman Gei -
I,:;,'. Si -helling Hardware company,
|;r.--:.-: A- coaipany ami Ihe Fr.ini;
i ', i-iii s 1 II:-II;I in c company.

v*#
ShoreRoad
Tax Stud)
Is Assured

Republicans Inform-
| ally Agree to Plan

Silzer .Outlines.

i!

l

(By n Staff (Correspondent.)
ETIN"Bt'IiLETiS?!'

i| Trenton, Jan. 27.—The Senate to-
il day passed a resolution favoring
Mho Governor's recommendation and
'named Julian A. Gregory chairman
of the Port Authority as that or-
ganization's member. Senator Simp-
,son objected to the appointment as
without precedent,'

Trenton, Jan. $87—In a special
message to the Legislature here to-
night Governor George S. Silzer rec-j
ommended the naming of a commit-r
tee to studv th«> i«" Aion incl-f

Port Au-1

ded the naming of a co
to study the tax question
to the proposal f thdent to the proposal of the Port Au-ij

thority of New York to take over!
the Hoboken Shore Line Rallroad/j
which was taken over by the gov'
ernment during the war, in the For'
Authority plan for the unification1

of the Port of New York and il>-
environw.

The committee as suggested bv
the Governor would bo composed of
two Senators, two Assemblymen, two.
members niinied by the Governor,
and the Port Authority ex-officlo.

'Vi-rnor Si lzcr S.-IVH:
"The IIIO.HI important question is

that of taxation. Whether Ihe prop-
erty of the Port Authority shall

[i be taxed ;it all, or if taxable, by,';;
E whom and to what extent is not fixed,'"'*
f in the treaty creating the comnils-l
' sion. Tf the courts Khali hold that .

the Port Authority, is a gov- '*
i-rnnienlal agency, nn arm of gov-.
ernment, then, of course, It and the
property acquired by it under ou.r
laws, would not be taxable. Thisi
question of taxation is economic a»l
well as legal. ;

"The question of taxation is Im-
portant to the municipalities in both
states, A concrete example hasarlsen
in Hoboken over the proposition to
take over the Hoboken Shore Line '
Railroad, and the suggestion of own-
ership by the Port Authority of tho
flocks and piers which were formerly
private property sharing in the local
tax burden. The local municipality
cannot be stripped of an tindue pro-
portion of Its rntables, neither can-
his agency of government he stranv'
?led by over- taxation. The tax qu—*-
ion must be studied by all con- ''\
-erneri, and an immediate policy
nust be determined which will be
'air to nil municipalities."

Following receipt of the message
the Republican majority went into(.;

conference and decided to follow:
the Governor's suggestion. The com- J
mlttep will lie composed of seven >
members, two to lie appointed by f
the President of the Senate, two by | 'e
the
the Gove
Authority

Presiden f th Snate, y
Speaker of the House, two by
Governor and one by the Port



GOVERNOR AND VOLK
SPEAK AT BANQUET

Silzer, in Hoboken,
Urges Shore Line
GOVERNOR
ADDRESSES
COMMERCE
BANQUET

Taxes
communities, h.'ul neglected to

State Executive Warns of Danger {
of Pressing For Both State J

and County Tax

I Hoboken has every right to do-
;mand taxes from the .Shore Railroad
after it goes under the control of
the Port Authority. Governor George
,.S. Sizler last, night declared at thi
annual dinnerfof the Hoboken Cham-
ber of Commerce, held on board the
isteamship "StuiKaii.1-1 of the North
jUerman Lloyd line.

But the road should be exempt,]
from county and state taxation he
warned, and cautioned the ehambi'i
not to spread its demands too far
on the taxation problem or the city
might lose the very thing to which'
ft it entitled.

300 at Banquet.
("lose on 300 men, representing nil

the business, professional, industrial
sntl commercial interests of Hobo*
!ken, listened to Governor Silzer anl
'gave him a warm-hearted welcome.
'Another speaker was K. S. Gregg, of,
the United States .Department Of'
Commerce, representing Secretary
Herbert Hoover. ;

A timely warning: of the realities
of the situation which Hoboken will'
b • e l ) face in obtaining taxes from
tlie Pert Authority on the Shore!
Houd, was sounded by Governor Sil-i
'zer. He r tnin ed his audience that
the Port Authority is the creation
of. three parties, the states of New
York and -Vow Jersey and the Fed-
'eral government, and neither can
'change any part of the agreement
without the consent of the other two.
• Hoboken has been taken care of
so far as the. Federal government K
concerned in continuing the Shore

I'Koad among the tax. ratable* of the

They were created to help us and to Tg"oal.d' p | c r s returned to the ratables
do our work. To do those things o£ t h , s (, i ty ,11]d m u s t g u a l . d asainst '
which we, as individuals and indivi- th£J n c f l U j s i t k m of ; i n y property by

the Port Authority," until we can be
sure it can and will bear its just
burden of taxation."

The speaker ••»' 1 about how the
Chamber Taxpayers' Hureau was or-
ganized two years ago following a
•speech made by Governor Silzer urg-

j ing business men to become more in-
terested in taxation problems, and of

I how the sum of $:!(),000 was raised for
• a three-year study of governmental
j finance and administration
j He told about the exhaustive re-

made by the chamber and of
„„.. its recommendations were

mi board a ship of the North Oer- i aijOpted by the City of Hoboken, this
| man Lloyd line, which is staging a >|,,ew policy covering the instruments
! "eome-tack" in its trans-Atlantic of municipal borrowing, temporary

dual
do.

Should Aid Port Authority.
"Our spirit should be to help in

.jevery way to, make this body func-
tion so that they may bring results,
for, after all, they are the hands
which are set for the doing of our
work.'

The sociable side of the dinner
was h huge succ^s. The whole spirit
of the occasion was a recognition
of the Importance of Hoboken as t\-
.seaport. Hence this dinner, a remark-j ^ . j
ably fine one, was appropriately held J how

OJV. GEORGE S. SILZER.

i service.
| Ivins is Toastmaster

lladdon Jvins, managing editor of
Tile Hudson Dispatch was toastmas-
t(T. and brought to that olllce a sense
• >f humor and good fellowship which
put the diners at their ease.

High lights of the dinner were the
presentation of a gold watch and
chain with charm to Anthony J.
Volk, retiring president, by William
JA. D. Evans; the introduction of the
inew presdient of the chamber, Coun-
selor Fmferick Hopinks, who made
!an excellent Impression with his
thoughtful remarks; and the presen-
tation of ii large bouquet to him by
jl)r. Robert B. Natrass, president of
Kiwania, in the name of his fellow-
members of that club.

In presenting Governor Silzer, Mr.
Ivin» said that everyone knows that
'tho governor has been on the job at
Trenton, and that he enters on his
last year of oih'ce even better liked
than In his first year.

A tenor solo was given by Carmino

loans and long-term bonds
Another important Increase of |p |

revenue to the city made possible by j
chain bar study, is that derived from
thei new miscellaneous revenue ordi-
nance, $90,000 annually.
• The 1924 budget was analyzed by f
the chamber experts and a number j
of alterations made by the City Com- I
missioners as a result, bringing a
sixty-five l'.'jr cent decrease in tho
tax rate. Another such study will be >
mads of the next budget.

Steelier Is Praised.
Mr. Volk gave individual praise to

the different members of the Cham-
ber staff for thoir loyal and efficient,
work. He eomii?nted the exeellen*
work of Gi'hprt Ktecher, which re-
sulted in the award to the Hoboken
Chamber of the grand prize, in the
National Fire Prevention Contest.

Allen Terbell, vice president of the i
Second National Bank, was thanked I

S. lie Giovanni, accompanied on tho f n r ''rinsing about a reduction of

A. J. VOLK.

AE!<S Pertinent Questions.
"Suppose the Port Authority builds

tunnels and bridges and Issues its

piano by Remo Taverna. He scored
1 strongly and was in excellent voice.
[ Other music was supplied by the

i j steamship "Stuttgart" Orchestra and
by the IClite Radio Orchestra.

A gold lead pencil was presented
I j to each one present by Mr. Volk. A

j box of souvenirs was given, donated
by:

Anthony J. Volk, Sr<, retiring presi-
dent of the chamber, told about the
study made 'of ways and means to
bring about tax reduction In Hobo-
ken, and Jteorts made by the chain-

j biT to make such reduction possible.
j Of chief interest was his warning
j against letting the New York Port
{Authority 'getting Into a position
iwheru it could, evade paying taxes,
ille said;

Port Authority Status.
j "Our chamber has taken the initia-
tive relative to the tax status of such
'property as the Port Authority may

Cityfl in the Port Authority Bill I o w n obligations to pay for them, thus|' | iK ' (luu 'e ' ^ ' l ' firm's
passed by the V. &. Senate, explained relieving the states of New YnrV »»,i neither thfc Le«i.slat:

Ithe governor. Whether the road will N e w J e
 1 O r K flnai '••' - ™-~ v - ' - -

Ibe taxed now rests solely on the de- ' at the sam«time,

firmly believe that
itures of New Jer-

sey or New York nor Congress ever
intended to make such property tax

••tntes.
"If an attempt should lie made to

ijinipose a tax, any ono of the parties
jto the agreement might at once set
up the claim that it was unlawful
because this agreement had set up

|an instrumentality of government.
Two States Must Agree

"Hoboken, is willing I have no
Idoubt, ,tc make its share of sacriliee
]for .way great, improvement .that w;ll
Uh Hicneficini t o the community at
I t h g but it should not be called
|i;poyi to make an undue sacrifice. I

do not seriously I'oubt that when
| Koboker.'s peculiar situation ;s point-

|clsions of the legislatures of the two I l"'0V1<1|iff needed facilities. And sup- (exempt. The Port Authority In out
I pose that these bridges and tunnels 'opinion is an instrumentality of
and the approaches and entrances nro \\cu™"??rC% ''"^ ,"Ot,, °/ K ° v e t ; n m e n t '' ° ° J and therefore should be taxed.
taxed, what will he the effect upon M "Any reduction in the coRt of

aujoo uua SSJIJJS O.YIJ oqj juiu wo p»
to an equitable agreement, justice to
Hoboken requires that thty should.

On the wider and greater question
of general policy to be adorteri, when
that time comes the two states of
New Yorl; and New Jersey will have
to get together, study the questio

i l

the progress of these publio works? I
Will they b e built at all, will they be
delayed thereby? Wil the rate of m- f
terest be higher, and wil they cost j
more as a result, and result in the
public paying toll that much longer?

"And then, it will be true that cer-
tain people'and municipalities will bep i l e
greatly benefited by such improve-
ments.

"If taxed, shall the roPt Authority
not also have the right to assess lor
benefits those who get such benefits?

• What Tax Would Be Just
"If die Port Authority coordinates

the railroads, reduces thereby the
rates, increase,'? 'the efficiency and
lowers the cost of living and of do-
ing business in this territory and in-

J creawes profits, what arc wo to do?
"Should a tax he levied upon suchq

seriously, come to an understanding Ian enterprise, and if itand lay the agreement before Con-
gress for its consent.

"If the Port Authority itself is
taxed on its Income and otherwise,
can it continue to exist?" the gover-
nor asked.

"If taxed upon tho property its
uses to carry out the terms of the
treaty, what eect will that have upon
its ability to do what n was created
!<6r? What eect will it have upon its
ability to finance i:s work.

"What eect will ft nava upon the
Mte of interest it must pay, and upon

is, how will it

•the "terms of amortization? How long
j Will it delay the full enjoyment, by
Ithe public et thoso advantages which
thf thoi i d i

hnmlling freight in the Port of New
\-uv\ should be made as a result of
rtnification and better management,
rather than from tax exemption
Now Jersey has derived large tax
revenues for state-wide educational
and local purposes from property
K hioh will undoubtedly lie acquired |,

the Port Authority. It would
fflr N

about $2,500 in the chamber Indebt-
edness for the past year.

Walter Hehalscha of ths Union
Iron Works and E. Henry Pendel.
vice president and superintendent of'
the Tietjen & I/iny Dry Dock Com- '
pany, were praised "for their efforts
in protecting tho Interests of the
manufacturers of Hnbojcen

Others complimented were: Potin-1
selor Julius Llchtenstein and Will- •
lam A. 1). Kvans, president of the
Cooper-Hewitt RIectric Company,
"for their important work relative to
taxation": Palmer Campbell, presi- •
dent of the HoboUen Land and Im- '
provement Company, for his work on
the pier situation; Captain Hally >
Hatcher, chairman of the docks and
terminals committee, for protecting
Iloboken interests relative to the
Port Authority, and H. B. 8.' Wil-
son and C. Barney Ace, for their |
work on ferry conditions.

Needless to say, Arlyn W. Coffin, '
manager and presiding: genius of the !

chamber activities, was also recog-
nized In the speeches for his able
executive work.

Ijouis Seheliinsr of the gchelling
Hardware Company, was chairman
of the dinner committee, assisted by
Walter Heha.lscha, Frank .('ordts, Jr.',
Walter Klchner and William A. P.
Kvans.

surely be unwise New Jersey to

affect It?, What kind.of a tax would
be,equitable and juat? What, would
be best for the local community and
fair to the work?

"Some people have the impression
that the Port Authority is not func-
tioning, and that it is a body that is
not entitled to tho support of the
public.

"Hoh of these assumptions are un-
true. The body is functioning and
very effectively and, in a short time,
will be one of the biggest and most
effective agencies in this part of the
country, neither should we assume
an antagonistic attitude to tho Portj
Authority, becaufia they are notf

kilts' authority Is "designed"^ briti" [u'"rki"g l o r " l e m S l ' l v ( ' i i . lH|t for us.)

•(. its' ti'.xcs In order to get a
reduction In freight rates for the
metropolitan area, particularly ss
most of tho freight reduction would
accrue to the interest of New York,
K'tlmr than ty New Jersey."

The scope and purpose of the Ho-
liokou Chamber of Commerce was
admirably summed rup by Mr. Volk
when ho said; "Our chamber is
based on the well-Vecognized princi-
ple that more can be accomplished by
working together for a common pur-
pose than by individual effort. Its
work is to ascertain what tho local
problems are, formulate plans for !

1 < their .solution, and then solve them. ,
As long as there is a margin between J
what Hoboken is a« a place in1

i; which to do business and what il
i'ought to become,, there in work for :i
jiciuiHiber of Commerce"
! j Wartis of Tax Rate, ,

Hoboken faces a tax rate of fifty :
dollars next year, Mr. Volli warned,,
making the city on a higher assess-1

nient hauls than any other commun- :
ity*" iii the entire stats. "Something'
mu's4. be done and we must look to [
the Chamber of Commerce to do it. Our !

I local officials must be made to realize;
I that, the existence of any city tie-1
jnends vn its business and fts Indus-:
;trii'S. We must have the Shipping



THE PORT AUTHORITY

AND TAXATION.

Will the Port Authority pay taxes and, if so,
how much?

That is a question that lias been made very
acute because of the fact that a large part of
Port Authority holdings will be in Hoboken, a
city which is so small in area that it cannot
afford to have big chunks of tax ratables taken

I from its tax books and placed on the ta\ exempt
I list.

And while this question is more serious iu
; Hoboken than in other places, it is a very .seri-
ous matter in New Jersey because of the almost!"
certain fact that New Jersey will give much
more to the Port Authority in property than
New York, while New York will get vastly
more benefit from the Port Authority than wili;
Ke\v Jersey.

flic seriousness of the situation is added u>'
by the fact that the rights of municipalities to;
tax property of the Port Authority have beenj
questioned. These rights have been both que,.-(
tioned and defended; and eminent experts in!

taxation has disagreed in the legal points in-
volved. ;

Governor Silzer has given much thought to
the Port Authority in all its ramifications,-and
he has given particular thought to the study of
taxation of property it will acquire.

Governor Silzer is particularly interested in
the Hoboken situation, for the Hoboken tax
situation i.s very serious. Hoboken has suffered
ever since the war from a loss of millions of
ratables from its pier -properties, due to the
fact that the Government seized the piers dur-
ing the war, and has since not-paid any taxes on
them.

The Governor knows what Hoboken's prob-
lem is, in taxation, and he has openly expressed
it. a:; hia conviction that some means must ue
found by which Hoboken can help the Port
Authority, through its line position of strategy
for such work as the Port Authority has to per-
form, without the Port Authority inflicting an
unbearable tax burden upon Hoboken.

Prompted by the Hoboken situation, and with
the best interests of New Jersey at heart, Gov-

ernor Silzer has now sent a recommendation t j
•jtho Legislature suggesting the naming of a

commission, the duty of which will be to studj
the tax problem in its relationship to propelty

. v,hich may be acquired by the Port Authority.
He would have the New Jersey Commission

made up of two members of the Senate, two
.members of the Assembly, and two citizens to
be named by himself. He would have Governor
Smith and the New York Legislature name a
similar commission, and then he would have
these two bodies work with th« members of tho

il'ort Authority in getting down to the practi-
cal side of taxation.
j It is a big job, and a job which requires such
specialized study as a special commission would
give to it. "">

Tt, is a task that, muM be gone into not alon<
from the standpoint of the legal side of taxa-
tion, but no small consideration must be given
lo the economic side. If the facilities for
handling freight are to be increased at public
txpense that is out of all proportion* to the bene-
fits to be derived, why the! Port Authority?

If the Port Authority'is to reduce freight
i o-ts mainly through tax exemptions, why the
Port Authority?

If there is any merit to the assertion that
Port. Authority can be taxrd out of busi-

[I • u

State Study of
= — - •• - — - - —• ,., "mm

Port Authority Taxes
(LEGISLATURE ACTS

SUBJECT BROUGHT TO
IN HOBOKEN

'Commission of Seven to Investi-
gate Into Policy For Port Au-

thority Property

tie pur-
,- to
II Of

fin
, Ing

Staff Coircfpomicnce.
Trenton, Jan -'".--With

Pose of selling upon .-, , . .„ , , ,
, j govern the ciuestion of ta -., ti,,ti

: property of the Port of \ . w Vo
, ,-.uthority, which was brought to a]

''•'"Max by the authorities of llobo-l
j l^n, iln, Legislature, acting up,,,, a

Sjrecorniiiendntion by Govern,,,- Silzei
• today rushed throng, ,„,,;, ,.„.„„

or.,\s a. joint resolution provimling fo
;> commission of seven members I
study and report upon the matter

I nder the resolution, the coimms
*>"'•> "is authorized and directed u
investigate the relationship- betvvee

.loo Port Authority and the r«?spec-|
i.'.e municipalities ij-herein Is situ
"cd property of the port Aiit 'urity

find part.'cabr.'y the subjecr of tax
ucn ptoperiy, and whether such!
' "> shall be taxed and if soj

I lo V,,.< txtf nt."

, To Confer with New York.
Authiiriiy is given me oimimission

lo coi.fer with a similar one in Xewi
M o r k Mate "when and if" appointed
J is specified that .'.. report shall be]
made to,the present Legislature.

Tlu> commission i.s to consist of I
two members named l,v the Gover-
nor, two Senators named by thol
Senate President, two Assembly
members named hy the Speaker, and
Julian .\. Gregory, of East Orange.
K<"> is rhairman of the Port'l

Whde the situation in Hoboken,
Authority. '
with relation to the Shore Line rail-
road and the prespectlve acquirement
ol waterfront property by Ihe Port

-! Authority brought tho topic lo an
at nte stage in Hoboken. Governor
Silzer explained in a special message
sent to the Legislature with the an-
' ;"" ' |i(1l'""• ' l' ! h" I'm I Authorilv,
' '••' lL " o u e - l . c ' i i i , , i » , 1 w i l l a p p l y t o

a , 1 ' 1 I N b e . h a n d l e d b y I h e I ' m £ . \ ; i •
iliority, including those conneetu
I ha I. ^-laie and Statrn Island as wi •!!
as ihe pro.it'efed Port L""-Washing-
ton llei'^his bridge aero.-.5 the Hud- ,
son.

Governor Silzei- suggested a nun- •
mission of nine, including all tlm.--<-
Inally agreed upon and the other t\.<>
Port Authority members from this
state besides IMr. Gregory. The X, n-
i to concurred in the suggest ion fi",,,:
:he Governor and Senator Case was
lireeted to draft a resolution. A n . r
i conference between the Governor
ind Sea itor Oa.se, the Governor ;.,--
ii'iled to the Senator's suggestion that
:he eonimiltee be mliii'i'd l" sever..

Port Authority Requests.
In i t s report .the Port Author;:/ •

guested legislation to exempt IYOI,I
fixation the bridge projects lo b c |
;r)aelU in its haaibs unit to that enili
iussested the .study of ths subject!
iyhleh will be. Snide hy the commis- |
Sinn.

in the report reft rr-ivo was m.idel
lo the pending bill in Congress a u - |
thorizing the Pprt Authority in
over from l i ie 'War Department Ihel
lloboken Shoie Line Uailroad. thel
report indicating that to meet crl t l- l
:;sms, the Port Authority would con.
sent to have the '.Shipping ISeard, Ho-I
ibokeir or the State of Nr-v VurU l.ikel
over the !ine. in the public interest.]

The Port Authority asked also e n - |
acunent of a bill that failed of pas-
sage last year to give the power of I
Investigation and subpoena to the I
Port Authority. N"w York pass-jill
such n law and hearing have been |
held under it.

In his message the Governor notedl
thai ill addition to negotiations forl
taking over from the government t h e |
Hohoken railroad, "whlchis the
legic link in the chain of railroadsl
roiinerting all the great terminals on
the New Jersey side of the Mudsun,"
the purchase from the . government!
hy tlu> Port Authority "of the liolio-l
ken piers and docks now in govern-j
ment control is also under considcrl |
ation."

I no
n <?.*.-, why the Port Authority?

If the main-difference between ihe railroad
lates and the Port Authority rates is the diffet-
rnce between tax exemption and tax payments,
why the Port Authority?

The railroads do not operate by any favor in
tax exemption, and there is some question a-
to how far the Port Authority should be aided
in that regard, especially when it is considered
that New Jersey will make the greatest sacri-
fices while %New York will gain the greatest

. advantages.

Republican Candidate Takes
Stand Against Govern-

ment Pier Control.
John F. Gardner. Republican can-

didate for Congress in the Eleventh
District, in a statement issued today,
bitterly attacked the move of the
Port Authority to secure control of
the waterfront property in Hoboken
controlled by the government owned
Manufacturers' Railroad Company.
Hi is in fuvor of returning the gov-
ernment piers in Hoboken to private
ownership and will make a. strong
fight for this if elected, he says.

"Despite assertions to the con-
trary, the Hoboken Shore Koad has
mil been a paying proposition," de-
clared Gardner, "and as a matter of
f " l is losing about $5fl,000 a year.
Tlii-- present agitation of the Port
Uithority to secure control of the

; waterfront property owned hy the
Shore Road itself, and there is a

I •(|iiashed. It has neve* been shown
how that property is In any way
connected with the operations of the
Shore road itself, and there is a
very strong likelihood that If the
Port Authority secured title to it

the City of Hoboken would lose an-
other big chunk of taxes, adding to
the burden of two wr three million
dollars which the city has lost from
government control of the pier situ-
ation In the Mile Squaie City.

"To grant another public body,
which from present indications
would be tax exempt, more Hoboken
property, would be a burden which
the city should not be called on to
shoulder, and this property ought
to be turned back to private owner-
ship."

That Gardner will wage a strong
fight to have the Hoboken piers re-
turned to private ownership he indi-
cated. The firm with which he is
connected does business with the
Shipping Board iders and he knows
the situation intimately He de-
clares that the vessels now operat-
ing from the Hoboken piers are only
carrying a few tons of freight, that
the piers are not used to anything
like capacity, and that the robbery
it the city should be stopped at
once.

"The piers should be turned back
to private ownership," declared
Gardner, "and I will du everything
in my power to bring that about.

"As it is with the paucity of com-
merce now bei'ig conducted from
the local piers thousands of long-
shoremen are out of wrrk, and a re-
turn to private ownership would
mean a return to normal conditions
with the piers bring used to capacity
and work provided for thousands of
longshoremen who live in Hoboken,
Jersey City Heights and North Hud-
son."

s8
vt ft RJ



Plan to Speed
Line Bill Is Blocked

= iilBKiista«w«»-™ •* •••"• -

SCHEME TO AID
PORTAUTHORITY

HIT AS CAPITAL
, California Congressman Balks

Plan to Give Unanimous As-
sent to Bill

Combine Against Lackawanna
In Shore Line Bill Is Charged

Washington, l''eb. I.—Defeat of a
plan to hurry n bill which would
enable the government to accept
Port Authority bonds for the liobo-
keti Shore Line Railroad is seen here.
The bill has passed the Senate.

At the request of the New York '!
Port Authority. Representative Og-
dpn L. Mills has requested a special
rule to expedite the bill which would
authorize tlio War Department lo
sell the line to the Port Authority.
The measure is being opposed by
Hoboken because it leaves open the
question of lloboken's right to tax
I lie railroad in the hands of the Port
Authority. To meet this situation.
the Senale inserted in the bill a
i-laiiiio thai nothing contained in it P^»
-iiould be construed to relievo the
Port Authority of local taxes, but
Hiis is not, binding enough for l lo -
bol.-Mi, Consequently they {ire pur-
•l uing tin1 question of taxes at
Washington as well as at Trenton
,nd Albany. The bill nearly passed
•Monday during tho call of the unan-
imous consent Calendar in the House.

Eagan Absent.
Ni'.'ihir Representative John ,1.

J.'igan nor Representative Charles I1'.
X. u'Mricn wcrn present and pass-
ive was stopped only by the objee-
t;ou of Rcproscntnlivt! Linbcrger, o t i
i 'alifoniia.

Representative. Kagan is opposing
tn«' request of .Mr. Mills for a rui;-
a'Ml it is likely that in lh,. pre-ad-
Joui'iiini'id riHi he v\ ill prcv a ;l.

La Guardia, in Congress, Asserts
Port Authority is Tool of

Erie Railroad

Washington, Feb. 12.—Congress-
men today were studying the effect
Representative L.i Guardia's attack
on the Port Authority would have
on the House bill which would hand
the Hoboken Shore line over to the
Port Authority.

Representative La Gtiardia, radical
Republican from New Y.urk City, at-
tacked the bill as ftirlhi ring a fight
of railroad interests with the Port
Authority as a tool of the Krie Rail-
road. La Guardia said that the
Laekawanna Railroad had offered
$1,0110.000 for the Shore Line and
that other railroad interests had
abetted the Port Authorities a t -
cmjit lo gain control 'lierely to pre-
vent acqiiisilon by the Lnc'kaw i'

Asks Open Bidding '
La Guardia contended this prop-

erty, as well as other surplus war
plants, should be sold on the open
market to the highest bidder.

"I bespeak the interest of my col-
leagues to examine the bill I have
referred to ami do me tho kindness
of reading the history of this Port
Authority, which I am . oing to put
in the record. It is a repudiated.
penniless, worthless, political com-
bine which has spent .$500,000 in
making blueprints and reports
without a bit of property in its pos-
session, without any credit back of
it. And yet .hey have the audacity
to come here and ask you for $1,000-
000 worth of property and $109,000
in cash ami offer you bonds that
every banker in New York and New
Jersey refused to take."

"Is it not a fact," asked Represen-
tative Lozier (Dem., Mo.) that busi-
ness and stock Jobbing interests of
the city of New Yuri; have been en-

fur months in a propngand

to produce this result, and get this
government property by this scheme
for securities of the kind the gen-
tleman has referred to?"

Vrsion of Negotiations
"And ilo you know why?" re.pme,l

La, Guardia. "Kirst they had a
breakfast and the bankers were
there, and their little lawyer, who
is the port authority counsel, made
the offer. 'Will you take our bonds'
they -said: 'What, is back of them?"
You know bankers are not giving
money away. They asked: "Are tlie
states ol New York fir New Jersey
back of them?" 'Sit; because the
law that c/eated this commission
.specifically provided that the credit
of tho state should not be obligated.'
'Have you got any property?' 'No.'
That ended the bankers taking the
bonds.

"57 Varities of Plans
"What do they want to do now'.'

They want to get this government
property in Hoboken and make Hi"
government take a 100 percent mort-
gage and then go out with this 100
percent mortgage property and
dump more bonds on the public. It
is a scheme that is outraeous, dis-
honest, and I hope the members will
vote It down Sifnrday when it
comes before the House."

"Is there not als) involved the
fact that they propose to put on a

.line. of. trucks th.it will congest the
itreets of your metropolitan city to |i
t degree that has never been done
before?" asked Representative Wan-
ton (Dem.. Tex.).

"That is one of their plans. They
have fifty-seven varities of plans.
They will do anything that the Krie
Railroad tells them. It is just a
fight among the railroads. The
Laekawanna Railroad has offered to ''
pay the government $1,000,000 for f
the property. The Krie and oth-r
roads do not want the Lacknwanni '
to have it. Si, we are risked in - p . '
it away to the Port Authority which
in turn will l)e~—and i,- icd' .v :..,,.
nose in- :li.. wry same r.-iilro.u

TAKE UP

Senate Adopts Silzer's!
Recommendation

Promptly.
(RoiH'liilcd .fmni Hit' Last Edition ofj

*TSU'r,da.v'fi .It'vsov u l w r v e r . )
(Special to Jersey (Jlueri-er. I

Trenton, Jan. 27 The Senate to-
li.'ay passed a resolution favoring
Governor Silzer's r ininiendationl

I for the naming of a commission to|
[study the. tax question incident
the plans of the Port of .Vow Vm k |
jAtilhority to take over (lie I lob'
ken Shore Koatl.

,'^!ian A. Gregory, chairman of'
.?ne Port Authority, was named as
'hat body's repre-sentiiitive on the
commission in the Senate's resolu-
tion, and Senator Simpson of Hud-
son strongly objected to this, claim-
ing that it 'iviis against all precedent:
Simpson was in favor of the resolu-
tion with the exception of the nam-
ing of Gregory. He said he did not
think that there should be any mem-
ber of the Port Authority on the

jlCiminiissiuu. It passed despite hi.s
objection.

The committee as suggested by'
the Governor would be composed of |
two Senators, two Assemblymen, two*
members named by the Governor,!
find the Port Authority ex-offjeio.

AI Smith Urges Shore Line
Be Held for Port Authority

•«-

Governor, in Letter to Mills, Says
j It is Unthinkable That It
.j Will Be Sold

Albany, X. Y., Kelt. -. — Governor
Smith today made public u letter
which he has sent to Representative
Ogdeu IJ. Mills at Washington urging
that the New York congressman
press action by Congress on a bill
designed to permit the Secretary of
War to accept bonds of the Port of
New York Authority in payment for

;: the "Hoboken Shore Line," a water-
ifront railroad now the property of
'the United States government.

Smith Surprised.
The Governor in making known the

•contents of the communication ex-
1 pressed surprise at the "reluctance"
of Congress "to assist tho Port
Authority in the, consummation of n
plan that Congreps itself approved.

He had been informed by Secretary
of War Weeks, he explained, that
Congress probably will not enact
legislation which would allow Sec-
retary Weeks to accept Port Author-
ity bonds as payment for the roud.

"it is regrettablu that when two
states, acting through an agency of
their own," the Governor's letter to
Representative Mills said in part,
"seek to promote the commerce of
the port by a comprehensive plan to
co-ordinate and bring up to date all
of its terminal facilities, we should
at this time be faced by an unwill-
ingness on the part of Congress to
assist the agency of thfi two states
in carrying out a plan which has had
the aproval of Congress itself.

Hits Private Control.
"Tho Hoboken Shore Line is an

important part of that comprehen-
sive plan: that it should fall barU
into private ownership is unthink-
able if the two states are to canv
out in full the purposes for which the
Port Authority was erected."

SHORE LINE SALE IS
AGAIN URGED ON U.S.

New York Organization Starts

Lobby of Congressmen For

Port Authority Plan

New York, Keb. 1.—A memorandum;
urging the support of the Wads-
worth-Mllls bill authorizing the sale
of the Hoboken Shore Line Railroad.

i now in the hands of the government.;
to the Port Authority has been sent
to members of. Congress by tho I it-
izens Union. It recommends ac-
ceptance of the Port Authority s
bonds in palment. I

The bill, which has been passed byl
the Semite and favorably reported byl
the House committee on military af-
fairs, is now on the House calendar.!

The Hoboken Shore Line Rail road I
has been ownetl by the Federal gov-I
ernment since the war. 'J hough it is
onlv 1.2 miles long, it is the connect-l
re l ink between trunk line railroads!
terminating on the New Jersey sh^reB
and the steamship piers in 1 oboken.l
i.lso government property since thej
war.



HOBOKEN OFFICIALS SHOULD BE WIDE ±Ort J\.\iliiOY\ty W III
; AWAKE TOTROTECT THE CITY. | f ri . n » rpi •

President Coolidge* recently heard the ap- L'1"1 fjFTvf/ M\(JUU> M. 11 Id
\ |peal of the Hoboken delegation anent the Pbrt
Authority taking over the Shore Railroad and I i
it was believed he was favorably impressed, i -
The delegation explained the great loss of \t

:*.,
revenue the city had suffered by the Federal f
Government seizing the pier property and j
taking over the railroad, the connecting link.
They desired the city's taxing revenue be safe- f"'
Kuarded in the proposed sale of the Shore
Railroad to the Port Authority.

The fact that President Coolidge favors the
*., fcale of the railroad to the Port Authority is

patent in the announcement that the House
Rules Committee had agreed to grant a rule
assuring and facilitating consideration of the

"; Shore Railroad bill, indicating that it desires
early action before the present sessions of Con-
gress ends. Chairman Snell of the Rules Com-
mittee has been holding frequent conferences
with the President concerning the legislation j ' ^
the President wishes disposed of and the con-

Legislation Certain to Pass Congress and Receive
•i ̂ President's Signature Without Delay—Pre-

liminary Vote Overwhelming.

fiprrial IHsimtrh la < llt.sprvei'.

. ' »?ers?y Observer Bureau, '
Vt'nxliiiiKtnn, Ket>. II). *

By the end of the week Secretary of War Weeks will
have been authorized by Congress and the President to
dispose of the Hoboken Shore Line to the Port Authority
of New York and accept in payment $1,000,000 of 30-
year bonds to be issued by the Port Authority, according
to all .indications. Concurrence in the bill passed by the
Senate is expected to be voted in the House tomorrow.
It will then go to President Coolidge, who will approve it,
probably within three or four days.

If amended In the House at nil,
the changes are not apt to be ma-
terial, though -even inconsequential
amendment would necessitate a

%.

Hailroad, and des i red that Congress!
specifically instruct him to turn o v e r t
the line In exchange for the Port '
authority securities, if that was th<
wish of Congress.

In the faro of this loiter, how-

afternoon's three-hour debate on th«
bill was tho introduction of a lettotj
written last Wednesday by Secretary
Weeks, in which the Secretary lndi;
(cited very clearly that he is as op<
pobed as ever to accepting the port
authority bonds over a cash off PI
of $1,0(1*0,0011 from the l.aekuwmini.

Granting of the nil
v.iopment favorable the Port

; elusion is the Shore Railroad bill is one in
which the President is interested. Representa-

1 live Eagan is reported to be working assidu-
ously to protect Hoboken's interests. He stated
that Hoboken, through Federal property
seizures, has been deprived of millions of
dollars in taxes.

Representative La Guardia, of New York, is
making a determined fight against the Port
Authority. In his telling speech reviewing
what had been accomplished by it, a creation
of the States of New York and New Jersey,
he claimed it had virtually done nothing in
the eight years of its existence, although the j
taxpayers of the two States had paid a million
dollars for the maintenance "of the Port Au-

thority. and having now literally repudiated ' ^ Z ^ ' g ^ ^ Z f .
it the Port Authority seeks status as a Federal j
body, hoping to unload a million dollars of its !

1 bonds on the Federal Government as it has
no market for them. In his powerful argu- j
ment he advocated the Government sell the I
Shore Line property in the same open way |
that other property is sold and not make an
exception to rehabilitate a repudiated andj
(seemingly bankrupt Port Authority. !

Congressman Blanton, of Texas, who ex-:

pressed surprise at the bill being on the calen- :
dar, informed La Guardia that he had it
marked and would be heard from. The bill
will have hard sledding despite the apparent
indorn ment of the President.

slight delay, since Senate acceptance ever. Kepresentatlve Ogden Mills of j
of such would bo required. In any! N?w Vork. assured the house "wlth-j

i cut l i f i t i " t h i i f h i l
0 s c h oul q ay hj
e\ent, all signs now point to pas- cut qualification" thai, if tho bill
sage of tho measure at this session., passed, the secretary had assured!
1 I nquesttonably the most Im-j l''"i he, would turn over the prop-1

"Jportant development of Saturday! erty to the Port Authority. Rep- |
resentative LaCluu'rdin. of New York,!
produced the Weeks' letter.

When Mr. Knell, New York,
presented a rule for the immediate
consideration of tlie bill, adoption'?!
of tlie rule was opposed. The vote fj
was 103 ayes to 111 nays, the one-i
sided result being interpreted a s !
foreshadowing passage of the m.eus- fl

(je_ JHiim placed ut the.

Authority's friends in the House,
slnct it gives the bill the prestige
tliot th emost powerful committee's
.•ciion confers. Chairman Snell of
:he rules committee is in constant
eoirfrence with President Coolidge
,'is to what legislation shall be fa-

So. w h e n t h e c o m -
ri in Iff g ives i t s (">. l\. to tile p e n d -
iiiK hill it imp l i e s P r e s i d e n t i a l a p -
pro \ al .

i 'ongressni i in I.a Guard in played
;< ;;ood card yesterday in fore-
s t a l i n g I he effort of t l ie
(.I' ;i ru le l y spreading on the K

port authority and spent by it has |
d d thi b t eports blue

port a u y p
produced nothing but reports, blue
prints, promises, conversation, and
dreams.

"The truth of the matter Is that
the Port Authority is n tremendous
aucceas for every purpose pxoept
tliff one for which It wns created
and that is In sell Its bonds: and
use th# proceeds thereof to create

ii

• i r< I for Hi
hi^torv of I

eyes of members the'
lie New York Port Au-

ilnor ' ty. with especial emphasis
'upon tin inability of that body to

,;II;I runtee bunds and interest pay-
| in. nts.

In addition to extending his re-
KKIIKS, which means insertion in
the llecord of mutter which he did
noi actually present in Hie House.
iv inn he had the floor. La Guardia

!;in>::sFfi the undivided attention of
. jilii membership when he. briefly,
"j lull unsparingly, attacked t h»> Port
.(Authority, as alrejidy outlined.
i; S: \eral members interjected re-
i, marks indicating surprise that such
': a proposal as that contained in Hie
i bill should have gotten on the cal-j

FEAR COOLIDGE
APPROVES PORT
AUTHORITY BILL
Otherwise It Could
Scarcely Have Reach-
ed Calendar—La
Guardia's Attack.

ondar.
" I I . . \\

r o m e to ii
(•nlendai1."
Wanton of Texas.

"It is on the calendar." respond-

facilities us outlined
plan of development

speeirtc port
in its specifii
prepared by i t 'and approved by the
legislatures. On this last point 11
has proved to be one of the great
CHt 'gold bricks' ever sold to any, j l
considerable part of the American ,i:-T
public. -.

"The. port authority has been r e - '
fused credit, first, by pr iva te lenders. '
and then by the States whose
agency it is. It is therefore indus-
triously seeking' some way to make
a, market* for its bonds and it do-
Vejojjs the ingenious idea of unload-:
ing a million dollars worth of its •
"bonds" on poor old I'ncle Sam. j
The proposition to buy the Hoboken
shore road for a million dollars in
port authori ty bonds, described by i
Secretary- Weeks as "paper," is
nothing more than an attempt to |
get the l'Yderal Government, which
is not responsible for or interested j
in the port authority, to pull the
port authori ty out of a financial I

e d M r . I,a G u a r d in ,
t h e g e n t l e m a n w i l l l ie

hole in which il has involved itself,
, ,, , . ,, -, after the States who have created It. I

'"' ' . rl '.'' "! ' '" |havr refused to give any assis tance. '
lepnrled and BH on 1 he' .,, s u b „ th ; l t .1 ndc-r 1 he law the

asked ronB reHBinnn. .B f l . r c t a r y 0(- W ( , , . h a s a u t n . o , . i t y
l n

t o
dispose of this property in the same
manner and under the same condi-'ii nd I hope

here when
il comes up and I hope 1 will have
the help of my energelic friend
from Texas."

"I have it marked." suiil Blanton.
< 'ongressmiui Ivigan is using

effectively the argument that Ho-

tions that hundreds of millions of
dollars in Government property has
been disposed of, and that, we
should not' be called upon to make
an exception in this case and to re-
hitbilitate yn entirely repudiated1

und seemingly bankrupt pop
i "

When il became

lioken already lias lost $3,000,000
in taxes through disposal of prop-i
erty. which If in private ownership]
would have been taxable. He isi
convinced that passage of the;
pending bill would be followed!
later by a move to givp the Port j . %,
Authority a Federal status whereby1"'"
it would escape taxation on the
Shore Line Rallitoad.

In the course of his history of
the Port Authority of New York,
Congressman l.aGuardia summed
up what that body hud not clone
In the whole of Us. existence, dat-

nit horit

y
•lerwy Oliwrver Itiirrau, /

WaMhinglon. I'eb. 13. \
1 ; n o w i i yes te

dav Hun the llou.se Kules Commit- ing bark eight years. He said:
.ee had agreed to Kraut n rule us- ".Not one bond has been sold.
suring and facilitating considera- ;x'ot one shovelful of earth has
tion of the hill authorizing transfer been turnpd to mark the eoni-
i.l the Hoboken Shore Line Kail- rnenceme'nt of a single work of
road property to the Port An-construct ion of the many which
Ihorlty of New Yor'i, Congressrnenwpre "o generously promised. Over
Kagaii of New Jersey and l.a Guar- $1,000,000 has been paid by the
i,in of New Vork redoubled their taxpayers of New York and New
efforts to block passage of the j ( , r s ( , v to this body and this large
; , i tasure, as briefly told in yester - • «w.
d.jy'B Jersey Observer.



Clubs Ask
Shore Line

Road Sale
New York Bodies Back

Port Authority—
Congress Acts

Today.
Club and the Citizens'[J

York City are urging iq
The City v

I nion of New
members of Congress to support
the Wadsworlh-Mills bill designed
to permit the War Department to
sell the; Hoboken .Shore Line Rail-
road to the Port Authority.

'\ The bill has been reported favor-
ably by tlie House Committee on
Military Affairs, and is due to come
up for action today.

The property has been in the
|l hands of the War Department sine"

if was taken over for military pur-
poses in 1917. The Port Authority
wants it. as a link in its plan for
improving the terminal. The See-ij
j-etary of War has indicated that;,,

will consider its enactment be-j I
Jfore March 4 as a mandatory direc- ' I
ition to him to make the sale to
the Port. Authority, which desires
;the railroad as part of a waterfront
belt line to its plan to co-ordinate
the port's transportation facilities.

According to the letters, the Sec
rotary of War will advertise th
road for sale to private parties i_

ilhe bill is not passed. As at least
ione railroad has made an offer for
(lie road, the Citizens' L'nion and
City Club urged the passage of the
bill to prevent private ownership.

"This railroad is the sole con-
necting link between trunk line
railroads terminating on the New

.Jersey Shore of the Port of New
York and the steamship piers of Ho-
boken now owned by the Federal
Government." the City Club's letter
reads. "If is a part of the compre-
hensive plan for the development of
the Port of New York approved in

1 M)22 by Resolution CO of the Sixty-
seventh Congress.

"Unless th- bill pass, this essen-
tial link will be sold to a private
user instead of being transferred to
a public agency. The result will be
to dissipate. ' in a large degree the1

advantages to be secured to the na
tion by the comprehensive plan,
which are specified in the Congres
sjonal resolution of approval abov

i cited, namely, to 'better proniot
land facilitate commerce bet.weei
Ithe .Slates and foreign nations am
'provide better and cheaper trans
porfation of property and aid ir
providing better postal, military am
other services of value to the na
tion.'

"There is, we submit, no question
whatever that the interest of tli

i United States is co-extensive wltl
• that of the public agency and no
with the private user. The Gov-
ernors of the States of New York
and New Jersey in their joint com-
munication to the Secretary of War
in May, l'J'li, express their ..._..

I concern lest the, pledges of the
i States to each-.*thei* and both to
the n«ti<in\houlfl \m rendered futik
by' tii filing over the Hoboken
Shore Lin6 to privu-tc. interests and
their opinion that if the railroad
should pass into private, hands the
piers now owned by the Govern-
ment would be geratly depreciated
in value. To permit this to be
done for a temporary monetary ad-
vantage would bo to lose sight of
the much larger service to accrue

J .J to the public In the future from a
I-W real development and use of the
' r a i l r o a d in the hands of an unself-

i ish public authority.
"The compensation offered by the

, Port Authority, namely, $1,000,000,
is greater—as General Goethals

: testified before the Senate Commit -
i tee—by $100,000 than the present
value of the railroad. The. only ex-
ception that can be taken to it is
that it is in the form of bonds to
be issued by the Port Authority, in-
stead of cash. But the, security is
good, being the railroad itself and
Its undoubted ample revenue, which
will accrue from its strategic posi-

; tion. It Is no real objection that
the payment is not to be, and, in-
deed, cannot be made in cash. The
potential importance of the road in
connection with the development of
commerce of the whole nation

|; easily override any prejudice in
favor of an immediate rather than

I a future receipt of the
1 price."

iPort Authority^Jqj/t
Purchase Shore Line"

HOUSE VOTESTOACCEFf
MILLION DOLLAR BONDS

Amendment to Authorize Pur-
chase By City of Hoboken is
Turned Down as Representa-
tives Roll Up Overwhelming
Majority For Harbor Commis-
sion Ownership

O'BRIEN BACKS EAGAN
IN LAST MINUTE FIGHT

Washington, Feb. 17.—By a, vote of
1 :<S to -6, the House of Representa-
tives this afternoon passed the bill
to authorize the Secretary of War
to sell, In his discretion, the Hoboken
Shore Line Railroad to the Xew York
Port Authority, and to accept bonds
in payment. Having been passed by
the Senate, the bill now awaits only
the signature of President Coolidge
to authorize the sale.

The vote came after the House had
voted down a series of amendments
lirected against the Port Authority.

Roll Call Refused
1'poii the bill being reported to the

House, the opposition renewed its
obstruction by offering an amend-
ment and demanding a, roll call,
rather than viva, yoce votes. This
leniand was defeated, and the bill
.vent through as recommended by
he committee of (lie whole.

The dcJ/ate, which was disting-
uished by the same political and
p6"*on/il bitterness that showed in

|| ; SaHTVday's extended argument, re-
; volved around the efforts of Hoboken'
jto keep the railroad out of the hands
] of the Port Authority and to have
., it. sold to either itself or .1 private
*j corporation like the Laekiiwanna
• '• Rnilroad that would pay local taxes.
! Eagan is Beaten
I An amendment, by Representative
j John J. Kagan. of thn lOleventh Xew
.Terser District, to an! hori'/.c ihe

retary of War to sell the property to
Hoboken was defeated, 67 to L'3. The
only Jersey member to support
Eagan was Charles V. X. OT.rien, of
Jersey City. Minahan, P.rotvue.
Leidbac.li and Geran voted with the
Port Authority.

A motion by Representative Deni-
son, Republican, Illinois; to recom-
mit the bill to eliminate the pro-
vision permitting the Secretary of
War to accept Port of New York
Authority bonds in the amount of
$1,000,000 was defeated, 1'7 to .150.

City Purchase Defeated
Previously, by vote of 53 to 7S, the

House had rejected an amendment
by Representative Eagan, modified
by Representatives McSwain, South
Carolina, and Connelly. Texas, Dem-
ocrats, designed to give the City of
Hoboken an opportunity, after re-
ceiving authority from the New Jer-
sey Legislature, to buy the road at
the million dollar figure fixed in the
bill.

The bill has been the subject of
controversy throughout this and the
last session, Representatives ICagnn.ji
Democrat, and La, Guardla, Republi-J

?! TAXATION ASSURED,
EAGAN IS INFORMED

N. V. Representative Suggests-

can, and Boylan, Democrat, the
of New York, leading

he lat-j
tinter two of , g

fight against it. The road, which is|
the sole link between railroads ter-|
initiating on the New Jersey shore jj
and steamship piers at Hoboken, was
acquired by the government during
the war to facilitate movement ot
freight and ships. Secretary Weeks
has taken the position that he would
not dispose of it to the Port of New
York Authority unless specifically
authorized by Congress.

Proponents of the measure con-
tended its sale to the Port Authority
would assist in the development of
the Greater New York port, while
opponents contended that either the
City of Hoboken or the Delaware,

gg
Shore Line Be Given City of

New York
Washington, Feb. 14.—An unique

lii.int was raised in the 'House yester-
day when Representative Carew, ot
New York City, suggested that ihe
Government hand over the Hohokf-n
Shore Lij.e to the City of New York
The suggestion was made during-. , , _ . - • ^ i n l i n e u u u l l o •»

heated deba'e over a bill to sel! the
valuable railroad property io the
New York Port Authority. Repre-
sentative La Guanlia attacked Con-
gressman Carew lor his .support,:
along with Representative Ogden"
.Mills of the bill.

"Why does not the gentleman
think the United States Government
ought to give this property to the
people of the community up there?"

Shore Line Bill Today Holding
New York Port Authority Fate

Debate iti House Today Means
Life or Death for Harbor

Organization

moneyj

Washington, Fob. 10.—The life of
the Port of New York Authrity is
at stake in a fight that will be made
in Congress tomorrow.

The test Is on a bill permitting
the secretary of war to sell the Ho-
boken Shore railroad to the Author-
ity. The big Issue practically Is
the same aa that in the controversy
between Governor Smith and Mayor
Hyland over New York city trans-
portation.

Edge Backs Authority
The line-up presents a combina-

tion between Tammany and Regu-
lar New York Republicans against
one ot the ilylan forces and a So-
cialist, LaGuardia, who opposes a
measure lor government control and
ownership that has the approval

1 even of such a non-paternalistic
person as Senator Edge.

The fight is extremely bitter be-
cause Governor Smith practicall)
has ordered the New York Demo-

; ciatlc delegation to defeat it. La-.
' Guardia is leading the fight for the | to success

mayor. The Smith forces have two The principal Interest _.
i he-Ulan working in pecular harmony, ken la that it be assured its taxi.
; John <Siro\v, brains of the Tammany on the property.

Mr. Carew asked.
Lackawanna & Western should b«| "Let them give it to the City of'
permitted to take over the belt line. Hoboken and 1 will vote for it," said

. .Mr. La Gu.mCa.
j ''The gentleman comes from thejgj
jcity of New York, why vote to give.
'it to the City of Hoboken'."' :
1 "Mecause there is too much at

.,-ikc"
"Why does not the gentleman vole

to give it to the City of New York'.'"
ipersi.sted Mr. Carew. "Why does he
jwant to give it to the City of Hnbo-
]<fn'.'"

"Let me inform the gentleman "•!'•
property is in New Jersey and ii"1

in New York," .Mr. La, Cumdia
answered.
'• "There is no reason why it shun id
;iiot be given to the City of New York j
|as well ns to the City of Hoboken." !

"I. do not want to give it. to the
Port Authority under these, eircuin-

|stances."
in an exchange between Mr. Mi'ls '

and Mr. Kagan of New Jersey, .Mr.
Mil's stated that thn Hoboken Rail-
road and property would pay taxes
Io the City of Hohofcen under the
transfer to the Port Authority, just
is they are now doing.

"We not only have the assurance
it the members of the port Authori-
y to that effect," Mr. Mills said, "but
he finest Ion is specifically covered

in this bill. Judge Thomas llnigiit.
•epresenting the biggest taxpayer in
lobnken, the Stevens estate, said

.ho bill oe\ . red this point luliy."

outfit, and Ogden Mills, who rcpre-
sents a

g Mills, who
•silk-stocking' 'district.

Port Authority Club
lr the Port Authority can acf|ii".'o

this belt lino railroad for $l,0un,u00
in 4 percent bonds, It will have
taken its first step. It will have !is
basis for both credit and revenue,
tangible property. It will have a club
to swing on the heads of railroad
executives who have opposed its at-
tempts to unify the port.

Within six months, It is predicted
by friends of the measure, the au-
thority will have the whip hand as
far as the railroad*, shipping com-
panies and the various municipali-
ties are concerned.1 \

If the bill fails, the Shore Line will >
probably be sold to the Laekawanni "
railroad, which has offered .fl.tliK),-
U00 in cash for it and the last piece
of railroad property and shore front
on which the Port Authority can
make a stand will have passed into
the hands of the railroads.

Other bills before Congress ami '•<
the Alb..ay ami Trenton legislatures J
are vital to the realization of the bl- j
state bodys' plan, including linaa-i
cial measures and those which per-
mit It to connect Statcu Island and
Manhattan with Jersey by bridges.;
If all these pass, with the IlobokeiM
Shore railroad measure, tho Port ,
Authority will be on the high road

of Hoh



Chance
Hoboken To
Take Road
Will Be Accepted Only

as Last Resort—
Taxes May Be

Secure.

Unanswered

Counsel For Harbor Body Says
j No Change Will Be Made in
{ Respect to Levies

PORTPROBLEM
AGREEMENT IS

STEP NEARER
Way Seems Clear at Conference

For Newark Gaining Her
i Desires

Washington, March 9.—An ami-
cable adjustment of the proposal to
make the support of Newark an in-
tegral part of the New York customs
ozce, thereby facilitating .shipping
arrangements, was Indicated today
at a conference between II. D. Nev-
ius, assistant chief of the Customs
Division, Treasury Department, and
a delegation from Newark headed by
Charles J. Flagg, of the Chamber
of Commerce; P. IT. W. Ross, com-
mercial trade adviser of the city;
Charles A. Reddan, customs broker,
and O. L. Bunting, representing Im-
porters.

Mr. Nevius thought that under the
present customs law and by promul-
gation of new regulations, it would
be entirely possible for the Treasury
to work out a plan that would give
Newark the advantages of being
within the Port of New York and at
the same time retain for the Im-
porters all the advantages which
they now possess in getting goods
off the ships at New York and mov-
ing them to Newark under an im-
mediate transport entry.

Tho treasury gave the assurance
that it would not be its idea to
change the present privileges enjoyed
by importers, if it was decided to
make Newark part of the New York
office. If upon inquiry the officials
here are satisfied that the change
enfi not be made without imperiling
those advantages, compromise will be
effected.

The final plan will be announced
nfter the officials here have had op-
portunity to consult with the cus-
toms authorities at Xew York.

Sjieriol Dispatch to .lei-aej' Observer.
•Ivnty ObMrvpr Hnrean, / i

Washington, Feb. 18. S
While tlie House of Representa- j

tives passed the bill authorizing1

the Secretary of War to dispose of:
the Hoboken Shore Line to the.
New York Port Authority at the

lend of a prolonged debate yester-
'.duy afternoon, "and thus disposed
'•of the controversy so far as Con-
,'gress is concerned, the way ap-
pears to be open still to Hoboken
ito acquire the property itself.
: One of the controlling: factors In
;the debate was the reading of the
[following telegram to Congressman
Ogden Mills of 'New York from the
chairman of the Port Authority:
"Yau may say in connection with
your bill that the Port Authority
regards its bonds as better than
present stock ownership by Gov-
ernment in railrwad. If it were
not for the paramount public In-
terest the J?nrt Authority would
withdraw its bid: If New Jersey
or Hoboken wants to buy t!ie prop-
erty, the Port Authority will wlth-
draw. Your bill will permit this,

lloboken obtain taxes from
I i'I"? Shore Line I: iMroad now that
, j Port Authority ownership is practi-

1 cully ns:--ured'.'
That is a question which was left

practically unanswered yesterdav in
New York by Henry Cohen, counsel
to tlie Port body who said that Port
Authority control of the Shore Lino
(vill effect little chance. He said that
"taxes will continue to be paid as
before."

To Acquire Stock
Whr.r will happei if the bill i.s ef-

fectuated as law, us Mr. Cohen ex-
plained it. is that the Port Authority
will acquire, in exchange for its
Imiid:;, the stock of tho Moboken
Manufacturers' Railroad Company,
now owned by the government.

Tho Port Authority I bus would ac-
quire, strictly speaking, not a rail-
road line and the lands on the Ho-
boken water front, which RO with it.
but a company that owns both. Re-
lore and since the ownership of that
company was acquired by the P'ed-
eral government fur war purposes,
the company has regularly paid
taxes, just as it would have done had
its stock remained in the hands of
any number of private individuals.

When the stock passe,* to Port

Air. Cohen did not say so, but it is
assumed these will be tlu port
board and its staff.

Bar Private Enterprise
The purpose of the Port Author-

ity in acquiring the railroad, J!r.
Cohen reiterated, is to prevent tlip
water front property falling into pri-
vate hands and the railroad from
coming under a control that would
interfere with the free public use of

even if passed. Why is not our as- [ !| Authority ownership the situation
suranee accepted in good faith that hi will be changed in no respect said
.If wo acquire the p'Wjperty we shall i]| Air. Cohen, except that the stoc.l;
pay local taxes?" , ,

Mr. .Mills interHJc^tcaviWs J,ele- (
'gram to mean that, mirier the bill
a s drawn, the Secretary of War,
jif the Port Authority withdraws,
jniay sell to the City of Hoboker..
•j Early in (he debate Rtpresenta-
|tl\o Kagan of the Hoboken Dh-
ilrict moved an amendment of the
•hill by/subst i tut ing "City of Hobo-
|V.( n" for, "New Tori; Port Au-
Aliority" in the pending bill, 1b'1

Jeffect of which, if it had been
Indopted, would have been to oi-
jieci the Secretary of War to dis-
IT< se of the Shore Line to Mobo-
iUon and would h a w climinn trd I he
jl'ort Authority entirely.
' So well convinced were "ho ma-

will be transferred I'roin one public
ownership to another. Taxes will
continue to lie paid, us lief">••-. ,in-
the road operated by the HoboUeu
Manufacturers' Railroad Company,
through Its directors and offlcetn

that property. The primary purpose
of tho Port Autho"ity, and one ot
the principal r.nsons for itsi creation
it was explained, was to open such
facilities to public use

"The Port Authority has not now,
and never has had. any desire to
own this or any other railroad," Mr.
Cohen said. "We have made, clear,
and wo still maintain the same )io-
s.'tion. tliftt if any >ther qualified
nubile agency, such as the city of
Hoboken, the state o1 New Jersey
nr the United tSates Shipping Board
desires to take O'er this property by
purchasing the slock i f the company
which owns if, we shall t)e
than glad to step aside,
demand is that it shall

j public control.

Would Step Aside
"We invo informed the Congress'

of tho 'United States a.'irt the legis-
lature of New .Jersey of tills atti-
tude, of readiness to step aside for,
any other proper public agency and
tho passage of the bill which en-
ables the transfer of the stock to us
for our bunds has not changed our.
position in any degree." -

more
Our onlj

remain in

FEDERAL BOARD SUSPENDS SHORE LINE RATES
I THAT INCREASE COS T TO SHIPPERS TO PIERS

Washington, D. C, March 9.—The
I, (Interstate Commerce Commission to.
IB day orderd the suspension of a num-
nber of rate schedules proposed to be
Iput in operation by th
(Manufacturers Railroad.

The suspended schedules, it was
stated, propose to cancel through
class and commodity rates from the
Hoboken Manufacturers Railroad to

.protected, first, by a clause spe-
cifically providing that * Ti- • city
.vculd not lose itis taxen f the
Pert Authority obtained possession,

second, ' y the commitment of, y
Port Authority to withdrawal

h S N J th
j y
Jif the State <,f Ne.v Jersey they
City of Hoboken wunts to buy the
property, that only two of tie* ,7cr-
>ey members, Kngan and O'Bri.'n,

d i h bill

"At that time I asked how tnai
body was going to pay interest on
it* bonds, much less taxes on the
property, when it admitted that the
loss in operation was $50,000 a
year," said the Mayor.

"Julius Cohen, counsel to the
• cimmissipn, replied that any deficit
would be made up by the States
of

voted finally against the bill. Tho
iltueup was 192 fo,- the 'bill and
only 28 against it.

It was brought out in the debate
that at the present time there is
pending in the New Jersey Legix-
iiiture proi osals which wl'l per-
mit the City of Hobokon to ac-
quire the Shore Line property with-
out violating the bond limit ro-
onirement. Then arose -he ques-
tion, how lonpr woulfi th« Port Au-
thority wait vpon Hotyo\e!\

Representative M'Ms gave it ah j
his opinion that the Por A'lthcrity
,wou!n wait until the New Jersey
t.cpislaturo had adjourned. Mr.
I'lgaii thought a year should bo,
t,Tn»ited.

He told Congress th<it Hobo1; ^i .
would be willing to lease the road'
to the Port Authority after ac-
quiring it. "Let me say," he added,
"that the city is ready to match
the offer made by the Port Au-1
thorlty. and is willing to go fur-j
tlier. The city is ready to sell its'
Own bonds and turn over the cash
to the War Department." j i
j The bill has already been passed! [

jby the Senate, and will now go to t j p
Ithe President for his signature. As fy Governor
jhe had indicated approval of the (J
measure, there i.s no doubt that itt
jwill bo signed within a few days., i

: Mayor Patrick R. Griffin-in Ho-1
bokon today said he \vas not sur-'
wised that the powerful interests!
'back or the Port Authority had F
succeeded in passing the bill. While

-be reiterated the statement which
"appeared in yesterday's Jersey Ol>-

' server to the effect, that, If needs
.,-innot, the city would take over the

Shore Road if given the opportu-
nity, he said the city was not anxt-
oua to take the road, unless as aj,
last resort to protect the revenues.

Throwing light on the attitude
'of the Port Authority, the Mayor
recalled a conversation he had in
the Pork Authority offices at a con-,
ference In New York some time
ago.

H
destinations in Texas, moving via the

jocean lines operating from New York
"(City through hte Texas Gulf ports.
As a result of the proposed change,
George B. McGinty, secretary of the
commission, said, shippers would

I have to draw shipments to .steamship

piers, or pay railroad charges to the
steamship piers, which would cause
increases on the shipments.

Tho suspension of the schedules
was ordered to go Into effect at once,
and will continue until July S, unless
the commission orders otherwise.

A hearing will be held in the near
future, at which representatives of
the Hoboken Manufacturers' Rail-
road will be given an opportunity to
present evidence to show that their
proposed rate changes should go
into effect and would not be injurious;
to the interests and rights of the:

public. The date of the hearing has
not yet been set.

RESOLUTION TO
GUARD HOBOKEN

TAXES SIGNED
Measure For

Study of Taxation Conditions
Affecting Port Authority

Trenton. Feb. (!.—
«;';s signed the Senate
lion providing u>v

Siizer

a
joint resolu-
commission,

comprising the House Speaker and
Senate l'resident and two other
members from each House, to act
with Julian A. fln>?mi' ,>,..: of.

The bill carries out the recom-
mendation of Air. Silzer that a com-
mittee be appointed to study the

a problem which has arisen in Hoboken
'as a result of the purchase by the
Port Authority of docks, piers and

jrailroad property which were for-
merly owned by the Federal Govern-
[ment.

Hoboken, through the purchase,
lost heavily in ratable*; and the Gov-
ernor wants the commission to devise,
a plan of taxation which will be I
equitable to Hoboken and, at the j
same time, will not burden the P o r t !
Authority property with taxation.



HOBOKEN CITY OFFICIALS
i MADE STRENUOUS EFFORTS
I TO BLOCK PORT AUTHORITY
Corporation Attorney Fallon

Has Consistently Attack-
I ed Bills Which Would Give

Shore Road to Port Body.

WANTS>ROTECTION FOR
CITY ON TAX MATTERS

Every possible effort has been
made by the Hoboken City officials
to block passage of the Senate Bill
which would authorize the Secre-
tary of War to sell the Hoboken
•Shore Jtoad to the Port of New-
York Authority.

Corporation Attorney John .1.
Kallon has been in constant touch
with Congressman John J. Eagan,
requesting him to take every means
to block passage of the bill, and
fortifying him with fads in con-
nection with the situation.

Despite the aid and assistance
which Congressman Eagan has se-
cured in the House from Congress-
man La Guard la of New York and
oilier Representatives, the seeming
indication that President Coolidge
favors the bill may mean its pas-
sage this week, although the op-
ponents were .successful in blocking
Ihe vote last Saturday.

Mr. Kallon's contention all along
i has been that once Ihe Port An-
jthority secured control of the Man-
j Ufactiirers1 Shore Road it would
j establish itself as a Federal agency
jarnl as such exempt from paying
municipal taxes. The Port Author-
ity has refused to agree to any
amendment which would specifical-

l y slate that, it was subject to taxes.
The city was represented recently

by Mayor Griffln and the Corpora-
t i o n Counsel at a conference with

! President Coolklge, and when Gov-
ernor Silzer sent a message to the

.Legislature recommending the ap-
pointment of a commission to study
Ihe .situation in relation to the Port.

[Authority securing property in this
State, Kallon wrote to the Governor
suggesting that inasmuch as former
Judge Thomas Halght was repre-
senting the Hoboken Land and im-
provement Company In such mat-
ters he would make a valuable

linian for such a commission.

respect as was represented to
the Governors and Legislatures of
New York and New Jersey, the
Port Authority has enough in its
original undertaking to consume all
the energy and time that can rea-
sonably be expected of a board so
organized."

Congressman Eagan made a
forceful presentation of the case of
Hoboken in Congress on Saturday.
He spoke in part as follows:

"I submit that If the Congress is
to give special consideration to any-
one, that the City of Hoboken,
which has already lost a vast sum
in taxes on the pier properties for-
merly belonging to the North Ger-
man Lloyd and Hamburg-American
Steamship Companies, should come
before the port of New York Au-
thority or tiny other interest.

"While the City of Hoboken is
not anxious to acquire the railroad
which it is sought by this bill 'to
turn over to the Port of New York
Authority, it would prefer' to ac-
quire the road rather than to see
it go to thev Port of New York
Authority now and perhaps lose the

FALLON BITTER
IN ASSAULT ON
PLAN FOR PORT

JHobpjken Corporation
i Attorney Discloses
| Unfairness of Tax
I Exemption Pro-
j posal.

! "Neither Is il poliie, Mr. Fallon.
for you to iillack the members of
this Commission." returned Greg-
ory.

Another member of the Foil Au-
thority, Mr. Outerbridge. when
named for this commission, hud Hie
decency to decline," flung buck
Kallon.

Thomas J. Hrogan. corpora I ion
Counsel of Jersey City, also a t -
tacked the proposal lo eseinpl I hi
Port Authority from (axes, declar-
ing Ihal if this was carried out il
would double the tax rale of Jersiv
City.

also opposed exemption
•iniicrg, of ilie Hayonne

Department, speaking
Port Authority on 11K

Uayonne
Jesse J. I'
•'My Law
.•ifjainst th
question.

William I I .

When .the Port Authority re-
sumed its propaganda recently with
the object of having the Htnate
Bill passed, Fallon outlined the |
•situation In a message to the City |
Commissioners of Hoboken on Feb-
ruary !t. ]n thai communication
be pointed out tlial he had wired
Congressman Kagan thnt there was
no immediate need for rushing the

,blll through this session, in view of
action being taken by both New
York and Xew Jersey Legislatures.

There followed the adoption of ;i
resolution by the City Commission-
ers to the effect that Congressman
Eagan be. urged to impress upon
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives the inadvisabilily of their
granting leave under Hpecial rule to
bring before them Senate Rill L'2X7,
which was likely to deprive Ho-
boken of tax eatables, anil urging
the action be deferred until the
Legislatures of the two States con-
cerned had Investigated the situa-
tion.

| A telegram was also sent to Gov-
ernor Smith by Mayor Grillin urp-
jifig him to have the New York
'Congressmen defer action In con-
nection with the Senate Hill.

On February 13 another urgent
-telegram was sent to Congressman
Eagan by Fallen, detailing Hobo
ken's losses in taxes to <l;i t <•
through the Government control of
the piers here to be about three
and a half million dollars. Til that

[jtelegram he also pointed out that
the Port Authority was an organi-
zation without. funds, property or
assets and without credit.

In bringing further facts to beat
on the situation at Washington the!
Corporation Attorney in n letter tni
Congressman Kugitn yesterday I
quotes Senator Case in commenting!
on the proposed legislation to em i
power the Port Authority to build
bridges at a. cost of $85,000,000 as
follows:

"The Port Authority Mas designed
rer a job it has not done, it was

Iconstltuted to revive 1ho failing
w l d commerce of the port nt New
prk and if there is such need In

taxes on an additional million dol-
lars' worth of property. Hoboken
is now receiving $40,743.60 a year
on this property.

"it. will be claimed by the pro-
ponents of the bill that the bill
/imply protects Hoboken in the mat-
ter of taxes on the railroad prop-
erty to be acquired thereunder by
the l'ort Authority. I take Issue
with them not only as to "the rail-
road property-which the bill seeks
to turn over the Port Authority, but
as to other property of, the railroad
company. The Corporation Attor-
new of the City of Hoboken, Mr.
John J. Fallon, one of the most
eminent lawyers in our State, and
the officials of Hoboken insist that
Boboken is not properly protected
as to taxes.

"For six years we have been
knocking in vain at the doors of
Congress for relief. We have lost
more than $3,000,000 In taxes on
the pier properties, and our loss
is growing at the rate of about
$500,000 a year.

"Hoboken is less than a milt-
square, with u population of about
70,000. It Is in a desperate finan-
cial condition. Its tax rate is now
one of the highest, if not indeed
the highest in any city in the

I United Slates.
| "I am convinced from Ihe efforts
which have lieen made by myself

|and othern in Congress during the
I past six years that .Hoboken will [
get relief in the matter of the tax*e»

Corporation Attorney John .1.
Kallon of Hoboken threw the ses-
sion of the Joint Legislative Com-
mission on Tuxation of the Property
of the Port Authority of XHW Vork
into a turmoil \psterday afternoon
in the Woolworth building by a
stirring attuck on the make-up of
the com mission.

He declared the
"stacked" against
the municipalities,
its members were
and could not be,
anything but. a

commission was
the Interests of
and that two ol
naturally biased,
expected to give

recommendation
favoring the exemption of
of the Authority's properly

King1, assistant cm
porulion counsel of \ e « York, di
clared (hut Ihe Unanl ol' Kstimilc
had gone on record in opposition lo
the proposal, and like ihe Xew . I i i -
scy representat ives ' said tlmt
throughout the entire course of I ho
legislation no liinl had ever b i n
given Ihal the properly il might
acquire was lo lie exempted from
luxation.

Alte r Ihe hea ted session had ended
iii con vursttt lun with Union \
Helhel of J l o n l c l a i r . ' f o r m e r head of
the le lepholie c o m p a n y , anil Nemlon
C h u b b of West Orange , c o n n e i l i i l ,
t h r o u g h big i n s u r a n o e cumpiini i -
with the s h i p p i n g in teres ts . Kallon
told tliein Ihal ne i the r had a n y r ight
tn lie on (I:-* CO'IImiss ion because of
the i r business inif ' iesls . J

T h e nex'i session of ihe <'oiiimis-j

taxat ion '* ' " 1 1 w ' " ' ' ' ' l f ' " " " May N and i n 1

View nf llin fuel Ihal formal notices

His remarks were leveled against ? ' ih>] " ^ " . ' " ' f l lUl1 """. b (" J" '''"••'ived
ulian A. Gregory, chairman o f ' f h e j f '" l 'T V,''',"'' " " '"' " • | " ( ' * 7 t n "
ort Authority, and John V. GalvtT.,! t h ' s " ' " b " - l v < 1 " 'v ' : ' '-v "J,'!'"1',"""
i c e - c h a i r m a n , w h o , h e d e c l a r e d . •'• ' " >"' li'""'.1.' ; i ' • . ' " ' " • » • • • ' ' " ' ' ' " ' •
ad no right on the Commission. •Vllll:"'"-V. "' ' ' ' "'. "''. »1

ll,l""s"" ''"'

on her pier, properties only when j

Julian
I
vi
had no right
that, it was an unfair and unjust,
situation, and without precedent in,
matters of this kind.

A "triple headed monstrosity
was how the Hoboken Corporation1

Attorney referred to the Port Au-|
thorlly. created by .New Vork. New
Jersey nml the Federal Government'.

Mr. Fallon's lie was aroused dur-
ing the examination of Stewart
Hrowne. connected with the United
Real Instate Owners of \*ew Yorl-

It was apjja.rent fioiji. the ques_
tioning of Browne, the only wit-
ness who favored exemption of the
Authority from taxation, that the
Port members have in mind thn
erection of several large warehouses
which they expect to operate on a
basis of freedom from taxatioir;

Appearing for the City of Hobo-1
ken, JMr. Fallon declared, it was
monstrous that the P6rt Authority
should seek to enter into competi-
tion with established business oa n

jbusis that was eminently unfair.
"What right.-!ias the'Port Anllior-

Ityo.r any ol KM- corporation to get
exemption frjin taxation, and 10m-
I etc with ot.ier warehouse!? for
business io liobokjen or elsewhere
on that basis1."' fie risked.

"We have a .similar situation in
Hoboken right now where the

h e h e a r i n g mi I l 'nt da l i

these properties are turned over to
private ownership or substantial re-
lief when the pier properties are
sold by the Federal Government to
the City of Hoboken.

"The Hoboken Shore Line Rail-
road property adjoins these pier
properties and both properties
should be under one ownership. As
a matter of fact, the Port of New
York Authority hopes at some time
or other to acquire the pier prop-
erties if ii acquires the Hoboken
.Shorn Line Railroad.

"Hi view of all of these facts,
you will readily understand, jreu-
tlemon of the House, why the Cor-i
poration Attorney and the officials!
of the City of Hoboken are opposed:
to thin hasty action in the disposal
of the, Hoboken Shore Lino Rail
roafl."

United States Shipping ISonrd is in
competition with other transporta-
tion companies in (he Port of New
York and operating without paying
. cent of taxe.-i, This you would
(tk to duplicate.

"I don i se; why the Comm'ssion
bould put the onus on the muni-

cipalities of New York and New
Jersey of showing why the Port
Authority should be taxed,"' he con-
itinued. "v\'o appear . her with
frothing to answer. It. serins to me
jtla Port Authority should first show
Jisome reason why they believed they
|art- entitled :o an exemption of taxa-

tii.-n on t!i».'ir property and your
eminent eoii'i.sel, Julius H. Cohen,
-who has e'lyi'.ieered tills enlire af-
fair, should ivj asked to submit a
.brief on this subject. Why don't

;,|vou ask him'.'"
"j "I have heard Air. Cohen say that '
jthe Port Authority did not desire to
jevade taxation, and 1 have heard
|AIr. Gregory say the same thing, but
jthcy have refused to put that in
Jdefinite form a( any time.
! "The Port Authority will operate
jln llobokcn only to the extent of
(continuing Die infliction of injuries
Upon us that have been done by the
U. S. Shipping Hoard. For the life
Of me 1 cannot see why the Port
Authority or any other body that
operates for a commercial profit
ihoqld secure exemption from tax-
ation, it has been mihl that the
Authority will operate for Ihe benefit
Of the entire country, but why should
Hoboken, Jersey City and Xew York
subsidize this organization for the
benefit of (lie country. Hoboken is
already subsidizing the Shipping
Board. Why should
tlriued anil extended'.'

Julian Gregory al Ibis
the proceedings turned his
Kulion anil brought forth
Hoboken iiiu.il Ihe rebuke
seemed extremely Impolite
chairman of the Authority
his back.

this be con-

part of
back on
from u
l hat It
for the
to (urn



HOBOKEN CITY OFFICIALS
MADE STRENUOUS EFFORTS

: TO BLOCK PORT AUTHORITY
Corporation Attorney Fallon

Has Consistently Attack-
I ed Bills Which Would Give

Shore Road to Port Body.

WANTS"PROfECflON FOR
CITY ON TAX MATTERS

Every possible effort has been
ryiJMade by the Hoboken City officials

' to block passage of the Senate Bill
which would authorize the Secre-
tary of War to sell the Hoboken
Shore Road to the Port of New
York Authority.

Corporation Attorney John J.
Fallon has been in constant touch
with Congressman John J. Eagan,
requesting him to take every means
(o block passage of the bill, and
fortifying him with facts in con-
nection with the situation.

Despite the aid and assistance
'which Congressman Kagau has se-
cured in the .House from Congress-
man La Guardia of New York and
other Representatives, the seeming
.indication that. President Coolidge
favors the bill may mean its pus-
sage this week, although the op-
ponents were successful in blocking
the vote last Saturday.

Mr. Fallen's contention all along
has been that once the I'ort Au-
thority secured control of the Man-
ufacturers' Shore Road it would
establish itself as a Federal agency
and as such exempt from paying
municipal taxes. The Port Author-
ity has refused to agree to any
amendment which would specifical-

l y state that, it was subject to taxes.
• The city was represented recently
by Alayor Griffin and the Corpora-
linn Counsel at a conference with
President Coolidge, and when Gov-
ernor Silver sent ;i message to the

i,Legislature recommending the ap-
pointment of a commission to study
the situation in relation to the Port
Authority securing property in this
State, Fallon wrote to the Governor
suggesting that inasmuch as former
Judge Thomas Haight was repre-
senting the Hoboken Land and Im-
provement Company in such mat-
ters he. would make a valuable
man for such a commission.

When .the Port Authority re-
sumed its propaganda recently with
the object of having the .Senate
Bill passed, Fallon outlined the
situation In a message to the City
Commissioners of Hoboken or. Feb-
ruary !i. In that communication
he pointed out that he had wired
Congressman Kagan that there was
no immediate need for rushing Hie
bill through this session, in view of
action being taken by both New
York rind Xew Jersey Legislatures.

There followed the adoption of a
resolution by the City Commission-
ers to the effect that Congressman
Eagan be urged to impress upon
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives the inadvisabilily of their
granting leave under special rule to
bring before them Senate Bill L'2S7,
which was likely to deprive Ho-
boken of tax ratable?, and urging
the action be deferred until the
legislatures of the two Slates con-
cerned had Investigated the situa-
tion.

A telegram was also sent to Gov-
ernor Smith by .Mayor Grillin urg-
ing him to have the New York
Congressmen defer action in con-
coction with the Senate Bill.

On February 13 another urgent
telegram was sent to Congressman
Eagan by Fiillon, detailing lfnbo-
lton's losses In taxes to date
through the Government control of
the piers here to be about three
and a half million dollars. In that
telegram he also pointed out that
the Port Authority was an organi-
zation without funds, property or
assets and without credit.

In bringing further facts to beai
on the situation at Washington the!
Corporation Attorney in a letter toj
Congressman lOagan yesterday
flUotes Senator Case In commenting;
On the proposed legislation to em-i
power the Port Authority to build
bridges at a cost of $85,000,000 as
follows:

"The Port Authority was designed
for a job it has not done, it was
constituted to revive the failing

orld commerce of the port of New
prk and if tjysre is such need In

respect as was represented to
the Governors and Legislatures of
New York and New Jersey, the
Port Authority has enough in iis
original undertaking to consume all

and time that can rea-
expected of a board so

the energy
sonably be
organized."

Congressman Eagan made a
forceful presentation of the case of
Hoboken in Congress on Saturday.
Jle spoke In part as follows:

"I submit that if the Congress is
to give special consideration to any-
one, that the City of lloboken,
which has already lost a vast sum
in taxes on the pier properties for-
merly belonging to the North Ger-
man Lloyd and Hamburg-American
Steamship Companies, should come
before the Port of New Vork Au-
thority or any other interest.

"While the City of Hoboken is
j not anxious to acquire the railroad
/which it is sought by this bill ' to

FALLON BITTER
IN ASSAULT ON

I PLAN FOR PORT
i """

Hoboken Corporation
Attorney Discloses
Unfairness of Tax
Exemption Pro-

posal

ol

I turn over to the Port of New Vork
(Authority, it would prefer" to ac-
I quire the road rather than to see
it go to the Port of New York
Authority now and perhaps lose the
taxes on an additional million dol-
lars' worth of property. Hohoken
is now receiving $40,743.60 a year
on this property.

"It. will be claimed by the pro-
ponents of the bill that the bill
amply protects Hoboken in the mat-
ter of taxes on the railroad prop-
erty to be acquired thereunder by
the Port Authority. J lake issue
with them not only as to'the rail- f j
road property which the bill seeks
to turn over the Port Authority, but
as to other property of the railroad
company. The Corporation Attor- |
new of the City of Hohoken, Mr

| John J. Fallon, one of the most1

I eminent lawyers in our State, and
the officials of Hoboken insist that
floboken is not properly protected
as to taxes.

"For six years we have been
knocking in vain at the doors of
Congress for relief. We have lost
more than $3,000,000 in taxes on
the pier properties, and our loss
is growing at the rate of about
$50 0,000 a year.

"Hoboken is less than a. mile
square, with a population of about
70,000. It Is in a desperate finan-
cial condition. Its tax rate is now
one of the highest, if not indeed
the highest in any city in the

i United States.
j "1 am convinced from the efforts
[which have l*>en made by myself,
land others in Congress during the
I past six years that Hoboken wilJ
I get relief in the matter of the taxef
Ion her pier properties only when
these properties are turned over to
private ownership or substantial re-
lief when the pier properties are
sold by the Federal Government to
the City of lloboken.

"The Hoboken Shore Line Rail-
road properly adjoins these pier
properties and both properties
should be under one ownership. As
a matter of fact, the Port of New
York Authority hopes at some time
or other to acquire the pier prop-
erties if it acquires the .Hoboken
Shore, Line Railroad.

'Tn view of all of these facts,
you will readily understand, gen-
tlemen of the House, why the Cor-
poration Attorney and the officials

Corporation Attorney John .1.
Fallon of Hoboken threw the ses-
sion of the Joint Legislative Com-
mission on Tuxaliou of the Property
of the Port Authority of New Vork
into a turmoil \esterday afternoon
in the Woolworth building' by a
Stirling attack on the make-up
(he commission.

He declared the
"stacked" against
the municipalities,
its members wej'e
and could not be
anything but. a
favoring the exemption of
of the Authority's propertj. .

Hi« remarks were leveled a8'aJnSt {",'')',',!',)'.
Julian A. Gregory, chairman of the v

commission w
the interests
and that two
naturally biased,
expected to give
recommendation

taxation

"Neither is il polite, Mr. Fallon.
for you to at tack the members of
this Commission." returned Greg-
ory.

Another member of Ihc Port Au-
thority, Mr. Outerbridge, when
named for this commission, had the
decency to decline," thing back
Fallon.

Thomas J. rirogan. corporulion
Counsel of Jersey City, also at-
tacked the proposal to exempt the
Port Authority from taxes, declar-
ing thai if this was carried out il.
would double the tax rate of Jersey
City.

Bayonno also opposed exemption,
Jesse J, Kcinberg, of the Bayunne
' ' i ly Law Depart meni, speaking
against the Pert Authority on the
question.

William H. King, assistant cor-
poration counsel of New Vork, de.
dared thul the Hoard of Kslimaie
had gone on record in opposition to
the proposal, and like Hie ,\V« Jer-
sey representat ives ' said Unit
throughout the entire course of the
legislation no hint had ever been
given that the property it might
acquire was to lie exempted from
taxation.

After the heated session had ended
in eonvttisiitiiiii with I'nion .V
Bethel of .Monlelilir,'fniniei- lii'iul of
the telephone company, and Xemlon
Chubb of West Orange, connected
through big iusiiranue companies
with the shipping interests. Fallon
told them I hat neither bad any right
to lie on the i-o'nmlxsion because of
their business imprests.

Thf nex; scssii.il of i he Coinnii.s-
cion will li • In lii (.ii .May ,S and in
View of ill" ('act I hut formal notices

iud pot been received
municipalises their 1'epresenla -

I'ort Authority, and John F. Galvrn,1
vice-chairman, who. he declared,
had no right on the Commission,
that It was an unfair and unjust
situation, and without precedent in!
mutters of this kind.

A "triple headed monstrosity"

livi-s will be g iven e v e r y l
i t . ' I l l l l ' J h e ; i | ' u ; ' l t b . ' . t l i m e .
A u l h o r i t y u i l i i t : ! " ( • w i n :

• h e h e a r i n g I . I . I b a t d a l '

>>port u n -
The Port

was how the Hoboken Corporation!
Attorney referred to the Pint Au-
thority, created by New Vork. Xew
Jersey and the Federal Government'.

Mr. l'allon's ire was aroused dur-i
ing the examination of Stewart
Browne, connected with the United;
Real Estate Owners of N"ew York.'

It was apparejit from the ques-
tioning of Browne, the only wit-
ness who favored exemption of thei
Authority from taxation, that the. j
Port members have in mind the
erection of several large warehouses t
which they expect to operate on a i
busis of freedom from taxation1.

Appearing for the City of llobo-
ken, Mr. Fallon declared, it was
monstrous that the Port Authority
should seek to enter into competi-
tion with established business oa n
{basis that was eminently unfair.

"What rig-lit;iiiis the'l'ort Autbor-
ityo r any ol i;-r corporation to gel
exemption from taxation, and <om-
l.ete with otier warehouses for
business i.i liobokjen or elsewhere
on that basis'."' Tie asked.

"We have a similar situation in
lloboken right, now where the
United States Shipping Board is in

jiompetition with other transporla-
jlion companies in the Port of New
jYork and operating without paying
\i>. cent of taxes. This you would
Mek to duplicate.

"1 don't se•• why the Comm.'s-'ioii
should put the onus on the muni-
cipalities of New York and New
L'ersey of .showing why the i'ort
jAuthority should be taxed,"' he COII-
jtiiiued. "Wo appear . her with
rjt" "'ing to answer. It sejjins to me
6iti •: Port Authority should first show
riKome reason .why they believed they
lart> entitled to an exemption of t.ixa-
|ticn on tiicn- property and your
Jeminent counsel, Julius H. Cohen,
who has engineered this entire at'-

of the City of Hoboken a re opposed Ufuir, should b-j asked to submit i
to thin hasty action in the disposall brief on this .subject. Why don't
of the Hoboken Shore Lino Rail- j ou ask h i m ? "
roaq." i•' "J have heard Air. Cohen say tha t

:/<\ the Port Authori ty did not desire to
' .evade taxation, and 1 have heard

Air. Gregory say the same thing, but
'they have refused to put that in
[definite form at any time.

"The Port Authority will operate
in Hoboken only to the extent ol
Icontinuinj; the infliction of injuries
upon us that have been done by the
C. S. Shipping Board. For the life
Of me i cannot see why the Port
Authori ty or any other body thai
operates for a commercial profit
should secure exemption from tax
ation. It has been .satd thiil the
Authority will operate for the benefit
of the entire country, but why should
Hoboken, Jersey City and Xew Vork
subsidize this organization for the
benefit of the country. Hoboken i-
already .subsidizing the Shipping
Board. Why should this be con
tinned and extended'.'

Julian Gregory at this part ot
the proceedings turned liis back on
Kallon and brought forth from a
Hoboken man the rebuke thai il
seemed extremely impolite for I lie
chairman of the Authority to (tun
111-; back.
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Hoboken Alone Fights Battle
For Tax Upon Port Authorty

Officials Did*Not Get Notices of! when i
Legislative Hearing—Insist-
. ment They Were Sent •

the Port Authority bonds
issued, all of wh'cli, he remark-

i fil. would be a "stiliiy in indlree-
1 lion" in the incidence of values.
; Of the proposal to exempt the Port
Authority, Mr. W.ill nlso #old "the

• j scheme is a method nf subsidizing
» [jthn Tort Authority nt out expense.'1

Only one New Jersey municipality: The situation would be intensified tha
"was officialy represented y e s t e r d a y ! | " ' y c r , ! l s 'se r tP 'J ' b>' reason of tha
iat the first public hearing held yes-\l^m^0"lio", t'et«f<?rr> the Port Au-
iterday by the joint New Jersey-Newij t l l o m .v facilities and those of private
:York "Commission on Taxation off corporation* and individunl.-..
! Property* of the Port of New York
Authority." The one place was Edge-
water.'Tax Assessor William T. Keat-,
ing, Jr., appeared at the request off.

lo response to queries by Senator j
Clarenea Case of this state,—who r
was chosen chairman of tha New
Jersey day hearing in (he absence of

Mayor Henry WISSKI. " H Senator William II. Mackay, vice
Inslstment on the part of the cityjf '""•iJrm.in of the joint commission—

of Hoboken, that taxes should be paidf••"''• AV''iil Indicated that-nil the prop-
on Port Authority property there!'el ' ty of t i i e I>0l't Authority, (nclud-
: were advanced by Albert C. Wall, as'I "£ bridges and approaches, should
counsel for the Hoboken Land and1)06 f;1-**M at least in part n« mnnicl-
Improvement Company, and by A. \v . | l l ) a " ' ' M "re for Improvements In wn.-••
Coffin, secretary of the Hoboken j j l ( ? r sllfirJ- Mr. W.il! admitted he did •
'Chamber of Comaifrco. In fact, ! | r o t Jtpnw any rise where bridge a p- ;
through the absen,fli.of other repre-[|P'oar '1(1 ' ' "ro taxed.
sentatives, Hoboken had the entires) Coffin Gives Taxing Figures

I session, practically, to submit its de-
mands.

LlCliJ \A U | ^

James J. Cullihfton, head of the
1! traffic division of the Jersey City
|jChamber of Commerce, filed an ap-
"pknrance for that body. The Bayonne

Chamber of Commerce was repre-
•ented by Charles K. Annett and
Secretary William P. Drew.

Status of Port Authority
One feature brought into proml-

nenco during the hearing was the
eriiphasis, that "Julian A. "CTegory,v
chairman of the
on a declaration
is an "instrument

•and "not an instrument of com
merce." The statement of the Au-
thority's position was elicited when
Mr. Wall indicated by a remark that

,he construed the Port Authority to
be "an instrument of commerce."

Mr. Gregory, who was sitting with
the commission at the hearing in the

• Port Authority offices in New York,
interrupted Mr. Wall to inquire how
he deduced the statue of the Author-

When Asseinhlvm.in F. Truboe D.-i. ••
vlfon. of New York, made liioti'"!."s .'
about tax rotes .-ind mcdiix's „[':.
asSMsl-i? in ,Vew Jersey, thesp iwre '
supplied by Mi. Coffin and showed
'hat 21 per rent, of the total r.-itah'o.,
are exempted in the city, nmourtln-•'
to $:5.272,5I>-. The- property n&owa /
V,»t year was J.05,192.6.-4. The piers'
n-er« tiken by^the government, J'in.v
-? 3S'7, and no ta?:es have been paid
on them since,

„..„„.„,. Mr Coffin brought out that the nor'
Port Authority, put|| |-°i^o''l<'a'lon pl.-in was negotiated st
that the Authority I1' t ' ,m e w"<"" Hobokrn and other

nt of government" mnr.iclp.illtles or, the New Jersev sid"
istrument of com- '•• *•''* Hudson wore fls'hting to *<•-

• lire a differential freight r.it* tn
-.vnlrh they are entitled by fen<r;iphi-
i-«l location and the l.tclc of need for
i;phten';i£ as rcriuired for Manhat-

~ n.
It was recalled by Mr. Coffin that

the nuestion of taxation was brought ,
up at that time and has been con- |
ftantly discussed ever since. Frorr

he deduced the statue of the Author-
i ty as he had suggested. Mr. WaJlF

id h tsaid he got the impression from
statements by Mr. Gregory.
i Mr. Gregory denied he had made!
any such statement and Mr. Wall
admitted thr.t he could not recall any
-specific declaration on the point. Mr.
Gregory Insisted noae hod ever been!
made ^ '

Shortly afterwards, Mr. Gregory
felt called upon by some comment of
jMr. Wall to recur to the point and
ihe said: "We are created primarily
as a governmental agency-"

Once again Mr. Gregory inter-
rupted Mr. Wall who remarked the
(chairman did so to rebuke him. Mr.
Gregory remarked "Only to correct
you." Mr. Wall commented he had
,taken the position he did "only by de-

i ouM
to have the reaty between the

States, as ratified by Congress,
amended by ail three to tutlioritze
the impost.

AVhiie the War Department Is
paying taxes on the Hoboken 8fiOf-e

Confusion After Hearing.
At trio very beginning ot iht ses-

sion, attention wus given to the ab-
sence of municipal officials. The com-
mission members had expected «
large attendance. Yesterday li,id been '
sel aside aa Xew Jersey day and lu-
day as New York day. In explana-
tion of the absenco oC municipal offi-
cials, Mr. Coffin said that evidently
Home confusion had occurred over
the hearing, becausa notices of th*
hearing had n«t been received by
ofHi'l.tls 0! uny municipality with
whan he had beer, in touch, except
Hayonne Jl« said the Jersey City
and ilobol.en u/liciais knew nothing
nf th» hearing when he had called
them up Monday afternoon. Will-
lam Leary. secretary of the Port
-Authority, who noted also as secre-
tary of the Iflrr.ttbit commission, sa!J
tiOtices had been sent on March ?7
to the executive ofiicla!.» of l.S.i n;u-
nicipalltiea in this state which are
within die Port Authority district.
He said only three were returned as
improperly directed arid submitted a
list of the addressees.

The notices weie sent aver t!is
printed name ot Assemblyman
Thomas L. Hanson of Perth Aniuoy,
seei'etiiry of the joint commission.
The chairman is .Senator Oourtlandt
Xicoll of New York. .Senator Mac-
kay of Bergen County is vice-chair-
man of the Joint commi?s!on but did
not attend the meeting yesterday.

It was announced that New Jer-
sey representatives would be heard
today after tiie New Yorkers had
been heard.

In addition, the commission an-
nounced it would receive briefs from

d ftaj't c».

the beginning, he said. Port Authority -
representatives insisted their will- I
Ingness to pay a just share of taxes |
The query was what share the Au- /
rhorlty should pay and how.

May Need Legislation to Tax.
In spite of the asftervatlon* of ?;n; f

Port Authority representatives, Mr. I
•offin said doubt still existed whether

the Authority's property can be tax-
Jed legally in view of the status it mnv
possess as an agency of the State • :'
.Yew Jersey and N'ew York or of i,;i;
Federal government or of both. The
only way to insure taxation wouM

SUSPEND RATES
OF SHORE LINE
FOR 5 MONTHS

iductlon.'" ' |Railroad, because It holds the stock ,
! Mr. Gregory gave nolice while Mr.fof a private, corporation, Mr. Coffin'
.Wall was talking that he did notfiexplained that If the road were «old .
ipropone to be bound by statements offto the Port Authority the question
(Others during the hearing .1uat be-aof taxes would still remain unsettled,
icause he lajledLlP_t_a.Ho exc.eJ»tJoa.Jai| Development of the Port District
f! them. He remarked lie did not wish Mr, Coffin contended, would impose:
ii to ninke the hearing nontentiou*. .greater hardships on this «tate tlion
J Fight Against Exemption. on New York because there Is more
!< Thn arguments by Mr. Wa.'l and in New Jersey to be developed, 't '
i Mr. CoSin were a reiteration of the would even be possible to take die (
' Hoboken contentions lhaf special «ntire water front here. |
j consideration must be shown to 'he Mr. Coffin feared tin's could bo ,i
(city in view of the manner In vihlch'i'"18 under condemnation powers ot A
i the Federal government has robbed''16 Authority may possess in tl.is j[
j i t of tax rntiibles since the conclu-fitate. Jfljjereaf Ja JVew i'Drk property i
f sion of the World War, to 6ay noth-fl cannot' be condemned by the Autho. • '
i< ing oi' the loss suffered during thetj ity without Ih«* consent of the niu-J
; war period. This condition exists be- nicipallty .where ths property ia I
i cause taxes cannot bffl imposed onf located. '
• millions of dollars of waterfront) Not Bound by C'chtn i
I property because it is In control off When Mr. Coffin recurred to Ji"
j the War Department, although used! tax question and stated that

f Commerce Commission 1 akes Ac-
• tion Over Protest On Trans-
I Shipment Schedule

for profit-making commercial pur-
poses by ths United States Shipping
Board.

1'otii Mr. Wall and Mr. Coffin con-
tended there was no more reason
why Port Authority property should
be exempted than for the exemption
of any other property- which oper-
ates a big business.

Mr. Wall noted that Hoboken has
the highest tax rate In the country

.,, among communities having ft nopu-
*'j latlon greater than 30,000 and this

rate he ascribed to the aelzure by tiie
government of the North German
and the Hamburg-Americnn line
piers. By reason of Its extensive
holdings, Mr. Wall said the company
he represented felt the burden more
than any other taxpayers.

Victims; Not Theorists
"Wo are not theorists about t h l s i a 6 e n c ,

i thing; we're victims," Mr. Wall de-
clared. He went on to explain that
If additional property In Hoboken 19
to be exempted.from taxation, wheth-
er owned by the Port Authority or

i any other concern, hl« company and
. the remaining taxpayers will lose /ll

correspondent value in their h.old-1
ings. The IOFS. he eaJd.:_KJ!LJ!i'Jie-

Authority is on record time af nr
time as having expressed willingness
to pay taxes, Mr. Gregory took oi, i
caslon to interrupt and remark that
the Authority was not bourtd by any
statement made by Its counsel,
Julius H. Cohen, without, authorisa-
tion from '.he Port Authority.

Mr. Coffin Insisted Hoboken 3i«l '„
not gain so much by being included I
in the Port Authority district as It
lost when it was forced to dropj-
clalms /or beneficial differentials. ' ^

Mr, Coffin contended wltii Mr. r
Gregory that sale of the Bhore Rail- _
road' and the connecting strip »IIA
docking property, lor which bids
were received b'.it afterward* un- ,
acted upon, w;?s i.ot necessary f.ir |
the Port Authority plans. The boJy
should co-ordlnalo existing private j

Washington, March 30. — The In-
terstate Commerce Commission has
suspended for five months proposed
increases of rates by the Hoboken i
Manufacturers' Railroad on goods
transshipped by it to ocean lines at
Hoboken. Th* schedules provided in-
creases in the joint freight rates from
represented joint rates between the
Hoboken to Texas by water, and
Hoboken Railroad and the Ocean
Steamship Company of Savannah..
There will be a hearing in the case
I efore Examiner ICoebel in Chicago
April 23.

W. W. Ames & Co. of 417 Com-
munipaw avenue, Jersey City, has
ashed the commission for relief
ag.tinst six railroads, alleging they
had charged unreasonable and dis-
criminatory rates on shipments of
scrap iron from Now England to
Jeisey City.

Tlirf Jersey City concern, manu-
facturers of iron and steel bolts.
spikes, bars and rods, was Joined
in the complaint against the rail-
loaus by Frank Samuels & Co. uf
Vew York. This company is the prin-
cipal shipper of scrap Iron from New
Hnglanil points to the Ames com-
pii ny.

The railroad defendants are flip
Jersey Central, the New Haven, the
New York Central, Boston & Albany,
Jloslon A Maine, ai.'l Central Vei1-•



TAX RELIEF FOR HOBOKEN IS
PROBABLE.

Some tax relief is probable for Hoboken.
I he Senate has adopted the recommendations

jof Governor Silzer for the appointment of a
commission to study the tax question and
possible loss in ratables to municipalities by
the taking over by the Port Authority of the
Hoboken Shore Line Railroad and such other
property as the Port Authority may desire.
I he Governor suggested that the commission
be composed of two Senators, two Asembly-
men, two to be named by him and the Port
'Authority ex-officio.
i The purpose of the tax inquiry is specially
in the interest of Hoboken, which has been
sorely bled by the loss of ratables in the
seizure of the valuable pier and railroad prop-
erty by the Federal Government and the proa-
pective conveyance of the Shore Line Rail-
road to the Port Authority which a former
official claimed would be exempt from local
tax. The Governor has been deeply im-
pressed with the injustice done Hoboken and
suggested the tax inquiry to protect Hoboken
and other municipalities which may be affected
by the taking of assessable property for the
Port Authority uses.

The Governor was fair in his recommenda-
tion, for he said as a basis for the investiga-
tion and decision that a "local municipality
cannot be stripped of an undue proportion of
its ratables, neither can this agency of the
Government (Port Authority) be strangled by
overtaxation." He requested that the taxation
question be carefully studied and a policy
adopted which will be fair to all municipalities.

THE PORT AUTHORITY—'

TAX EXEMPTION—

AND BUSINESS COMPETITION

FALLON TALKS IMMODERATELY

ON "PACKED" COMMISSION

FOR PORT AUTHORITY.

John J. Fallon indulged in immoderate criti-

Hoboken is already in a serious tax predica-
ment as a result of the tax exemption of mil-
lions of dollars worth of pier property held by
the United States Government.

Now there is talk of exempting other prop-
cism when he heatedly referred to a "packed"Ierty which may come under the ownership of
commission as having under consideration the t | ) e p o r t Authority
fathering of facts that will be recommended for _. T , , . ,,„ , ,
the framing of laws to govern the taxation of T h e J e r s e y J o u r n n l a d m l t s t h a t "Hoi>0^
properties owned by the Port Authority. presents a case all by itself" owing to the fact

The commission appointed by Governor Silzer ihat its area is small and that the property
and the New Jersey Legislature to go into the which may come under exemption is all out of
matter with a similar commission from New
Vork is made up of men of very high standing.

Mr. Fallon's criticism would have been very
J .uch more in order if it had referred to the
more serious fact that Hudson County is not
represented on the commission—and Hudson
County vastly more interested than all the rest
of the State combined.

In a matter involving this very important
question, the viewpoint is all-important.

It is unfair to assert that a commission is

proportion to the area.
But the Jersey JournaL blithely puts forth a

solution by. urging county-wide consolidation.
"The m e ^ r of Union, Hill and West Hoboken

is the first step in that direction," says the
Jersey Journal.

The Jersey Journal has a bad sense of direc-
tion. The two-town merger is anything but a
step toward county-wide consolidation. Union
City is the first step toward NORTH HUDSON

County-wide consolidationI'• "packed," for that word implies dishonesty, and CONSOLIDATION
! 'if Mr. Fallon means that the commission is in \S p r o b a b l y a t k a s t t w e n ty- f i v e yeai>s l n *«

future.|a work of dishonesty against Hoboken and Hud-
jxon County, there will not be many who will

,.!share his opinion.
i It is, however, most unfortunate that Hudson

• iCounty is not represented on the commission.
When the appointment of the commission wa?

•first suggested by Governor Silzer, the plan was
,to get the various interested parties seated
.around a big table, td thresh out a sound and
'fair polity of taxation on property which the
Tort Authority may acquire.

The idea was to get all the INTERESTED
parties at the table—and Hoboken certainly is
an interested party. So is Jersey City.

What happened ?
The idea of the interested parties .sitting down

to thresh out details leading up to a fair and
.•-ound policy has not resulted.

North Hudson has been fighting for twenty-
five years to make this first step, in its own be-
half, not as a step to tie up with Jersey City.

Aside from the fact that the Jersey Journal
is wrong in its conclusions on what is likely to
occur in matters of consolidation, why should
Hoboken be forced into a consolidation with
other municipalities for the sake of exempting
property for the Port Authority?

There is more at stake, too, than the mere
justice of the thing; there is the matter of
economic soundness, the matter of business com-
petition,

Hoboken is already dealing with a situation
which is a disgrace to the United States Gov-
ernment which permits it.

The Shipping Board has control of the former

The Port Authority is on the inside, sort of a r " l y

PORT AUTHORITY IS
FLAYED AT HEARING

The Port of New York Authority
had all manner of criticism heaped |
upon its shoulders at a meeting be-.;
fine the Board of Kstimate of Xeuv!
York City yesterday afternoon.1

' Ma,yor Jonh F. JHylan of New York.
Corporation Attorney John J. Fal-
lon of Hoboken and Corporation
Counsel Thomas Brogan of J#r-hey
City, carrying the main attack.

The objections were to the mun-
ner in which the Port Authority
was formed, its powers, which were
described by Mr. Fallon as a supei-
Kovernment, and Its desire to obtuinl
the right of acquiring lands free
from the necessity of taxation.

Mayor Hylan presided at the
meeting and issued his usual tirade
against the press. "Where are they,
the reporters?" he asked. "Were
some one coming here to attack me
there \vuyld b* a crowd of them,
but with thin .'most important sub-
ject coming up there are but few.
He termed the matter for discussion
"one of the most Important."

John J. Fallon made the princi-
pal talk against the Tort Autliorin
UP review the story of Hoboken *
piers, which would he taken HIM
without a cent in return taxation
.ind criticised I lie legislature* o'
both New Vork and New Jersey lm
not passing laws preventing such .i
move. He said that all propem
u lth the exception of Htiite and elf \
property could be cgndeinned.

Thomas Brogim of Jersey City .it
ucked the law creatinR the Port of
Scvi Vork Authority, as did Jeroint
I'ongleton of Newark. The various
Chambers of Commerce invited
failed to attend and by so dolnn
caused Mayor Hylan to say: "I
didn't expect thone highbrow alleged
civic societies to be here."

The meeting wag called for the
purpose of obtaining opinions on
the Port of New Vork Authority's
attitude In regard to taxation.

[dominating a series of public hearings, even if
riot actually running things, while Hoboken and
Hudson County are on the outside, with nothing
more than a cold opportunity to talk
Wders.

For a plan that was started to give interested
parties an opportunity to get together on a plan
that might have been fair for all sides, this plan

• ha; certainly miscarried—badly.
l!ut this does not presume that the com-

mission is "packed," as Mr. Fallon so vigorously
claims.

: There is no one on the comwis.-ion to set
.forth the Hudson County viewpoint on taxation,
land that viewpoint i3 vastly important.
' There are two Senator.?, one from Bergen and
i one from far-off Somerset. There are two As-
Jsemblymon, one from Essex and one from Mid-

The Shipping Board has control of six piers
from Newark street to Fourth street, Hoboken.

The Shipping Board rents out those piers to
as Out! Iprivate shipping concerns and to shipping cor-

porations. Although the Shipping Board col-

jcilcscx. There are two appointees of the Gov-
jprnor, both from Ersex County, and both very
j high-class men.
; This ignoring of Hoboken and Hudson County
I is what Mr. Fallon evidently refers to as a
'"packed" commission.
! That kind of a reference to the commission B
.almost as unfortunate as the personnel against
'which there is so much dissatisfaction here in
'Hudson County, where not only Hoboken, but
Jersey City, Wechawken and Bayonne arc all

boken as Fourth street, THE SHIPPING
BOARD PAYS NO TAXES TO THE CITY OF
HOBOKEN.

North of Fourth street the piers are owned
by private owners. They are also leased to pri-
vate shipping concerns and shipping corpora-
tions. ALTHOUGH THE SHIPPING CON-
CERNS NORTH OF FOURTH STREET DO

THE SAME KIND OF BUSINESS AS THE
SHIPS WHICH USE THE SHIPPING BOARD
PIERS, SOUTH OF FOURTH STREET, THE
PIERS NORTH OF FOURTH STREET HAVE
TO PAY TAXES TO THE CITY OF HOBO-
KEN.

Now the Port Authority comes along with
the proposition to own and operate railroads
and warehouses and terminals, and the proposi-
tion is that the Port Authority run in competi-
tion, FREE OF TAXES, with railroads, ware-
houses and terminals that are TAXED AT
REQULAR TAX RATES.

It is outrageous that Hoboken should be
forced into consolidation, in self-defense, but

^ vastly interested w h a t i s t I i e w o r d f o r a f o m o f b u s i n e s s t h a t

Hudson County seeks justice in settling tlJpermits government operation, FREE FROM
tax question on Port Authority. TAXATION, in competition with LEGITIMATE

Hudson County may get all the worst of it, PRIVATE ENTERPRISE that has to pay
jand still have a good tax policy, so far as t h e t a x e s \ . . „ . ,
rest of the State is concerned. But Hudson T h e Pol<t Authority originally promised to
County is where most of the exemption will take;re^ce costs through cutting out waste and
place, if there are to be exemptions, and Hu,l- though promoting efficiency in shipping and

-, son County should have an important voice,,warehousing. < _
.rather than the outside hearing, in the settling' N ™ t h e Proposition apparently is to bring.
' of this great question. '» b o u t t h e r c d u c e d e o s t s th rouKh t a x exemption

The railroads might be able to do that, if they
wer« tax exemptflHHwero tnfc



TO

TO TEA COMPANY!
Overcharge Claim by Loca

Concern Allowed by
Commission.

Bprcial L/i!,i>u(ct> to .Jersey Observer.
JcTOpv Obwrvrr Hnrraii,

f Wellington, May 4. s
Tho Jewel Tea Company, by de

cislon of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, announced today, re-
enveis $602, with interest, from the
Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad
Company in the form of reparation
on account of unauthorized switch-

ling charges exacted by the carrier
in delivering 81' trap-car loads of

: merchandise from the Jewel Com-
pany's Hoboken distributing ware-
house to the ..Central Railroad of

HNew Jersey.
New York May 29.—State Sen-1; As stated by the Interstate Com-

atorCourtlandt Nicoll presided yes-amerce Commission report, the ship-
torday at the legislative commas-,, Hunts aggregated
slon's final hearing
thority property,
who spoke against
Albert C. Wall, of

j carload shipments. Therefore, s,ns
] the commission, if any .switching
i charge was applicable, they wen:
i subject to the X.3 rate, resulting in
jan undercharge of 3 cents per 100
pounds.

Complainant hhowed that i t s sh ip- j
meiits averaged 34,340 pounds; that
.subsequent to the movement thel
.'Hobokun Manufacturers provided'
for the handling of t rap curs, when'
loaded to a minimum of 20, (Mill
pounds to be handled direct from

1 shipper 's plant to connecting car-
i Jiers. without additional charge;

that where trap cars move direct
from its warehouse to connection
with the Central the service ren-
dered is the same as that rendered
'on a carload shipment, with the
exception of the checking of the
(Contents of the car, and it con-
lended that when the Hoboken
[Manufacturers took sixteen of the

to its freight station, it did so
for its own convenience, and should
not assess a charge therefor

Call For Briefs
On Port Authority,

, „ -.. „ l,09»,89li pounds
on Port Au-"ol Ireight switched between Octo-

Among thosei'luT 1, 1921, and February, 1922.
exemption were, .Switching was by the Hoboken
Jersey City, forj! Manufacturers In connection with

ithe Hoboken hand & Improvemcntithe Central at Weehawken. Ag-
Edward Doyle, of StatenSgiegate switching charges ofCompany; . .

Island; James K. nunninghom, sec-
retory of the Community Councils
in New York; Vincent J, Casale,
Assistant City Attorney, of Newark,
fend a representative of the Hamp-
ton Court and Richmond
Way League.

William H. King. Assistant
poration Counsel, and
Tuttle, chief engineer for the Roard
of Estimate, presented the attitude
of the city government
clashes more than once.
Julian A. Gregory, chairman of
Port Authority, and Julius H
Cohen, counsel for the Port
thority.

Hriefs objecting to the exempt
of Port Authority property,
consideration by the.
commission, must be
June 1

Hamp
Water-

Cor
Arthur S.

attitude
causing!

ith

Stil.O.i wfrv
^Manufacturers,
f>.5 cents, SOUK o
made in the extensions. That
i maintains a station for tin

f

legislative

collected by tin
based on a rate of
errors having been

car-
. . „, ,̂,1' re-

ceipt of less-than-carload freight at
the foot of Fifth street. Hoboken.
Of the thirty-two cars involved,
sixteen were handled from the
complainant's warehouse, direct to
1he "Central. The remaining slx-

g^fe re taken by the Hoboken
nufacturers to its Fifth .Street

.station, apparently for checking,
and if desired by the carrier, for
transfer into another car, or the
loading into the same car of ad-
ditional l.c.I. shipments; and from
that point were moved to the Cen-
tral.

filed

PORT IIITHOIIIff
SEEKS TO EVADE'

i n TAX

The Hoboken Manufacturers con- t
tended that it had the light to take,!;
;ill such l.c.I shipments to its freight[
house for cheeking, etc.; that wheiii
it transported the sixteen cars di-[i
l e d without checking. It ran the :
risk of having claim made against
it for loss, and that therefore the
direct transportation was for the
ihipper's convenience and that the

shipper must pay the switching
•harge the Name as though the
•are were actually taken to the

Ireight station; that it rendered a
pecial service not covered by the

line-haul clause, and the statement
viaa made that it still

Chairman Repudiates the
Pledge Once Given by

by Counsel Cohen.
The first session of the New York- .

|.\ew Jersey Legislative Commission
'or Taxation of the Port of New York
Authority was held in the Woolworlh
Itiillding yeste-day to hear repre-i

Isematives of New Jersey. For the'.
most part (he time of the Comniis-!
.'•Ion was taken up by representatives;! |

f the Hobuken Land At Improve'-1

lueiii Company and I he Hoboken
[chamber of Commerce. .
; i inly one municipality was official- i
'.' '•cpf'.--'•uteij at the hearing and
l bat was I-Mgewater. The seeiTUiry of
the New Jersey Legislative Commit-'.
lee insisted that notices had been!

'sent to over .'iou municipalities, but M
Corporation Attorney John J. Fa lion,}]
stated today that he had not. been!
notified of the hearing, and so in-|

med the Commission in a letter
by the body yes-

applies the forme Comm
movements of which was received

terday.

i.5 rate where local
his kind are made.

The Jewel Tea Company rejoined Whether the Port Authority should
hat it made no request that the ,,.IV t a x e s or, , t s , ) r o ,w l . ( y ,B | n e s u b . ;:
ars move by the freight station; | m o f i l ] q l ) i l v o f f n e commission,
hat there was no necessity for a m i Albert C. Wall counsel for the *•
ffl ^ ta lnc^neckZ™\ ««•"«•«" *+** ̂  Tmprovem,, f
he complainants' warehouse; that £°" lp*">'; s* i d l l e " " i f u e d the

in view of the heavy loading of the ' o r l Authority as an instrument of
•ars it was not necessary to talie1<:onilm 'rc,e ' v v h i c n bought the retort
hem to the freight station for ad- " ' o m l u l l a " Oegory, chairman of

ijitlonal loading; and that some of t lu ' ' •»•'• ooOy. that it was nothing
.ho cars which were taken to the o f 'he kind, but an instrument of
rtight. station "„,-.. <• ' • " l b " ' ; " " ° """
ithout
"It Is

station were forwarded
change of contents,
our view," the commission's
...„„ .... . • Hoboken

The
those
rates.

line haul rates applicable to, , . , «••«•" umui
shipments were the class !,!!!..,c_ar.rler H .convenience

says, "that the
na nufacturers may not
' ' 7 h

e * ch,arBe in addition to th
"fhaul rate for switching the six-

transported directly to the
as that would be charging

or a service not actually rendered"
'haulfn2 ° S

f° °,f t h p oPln'on that the
' ca r s , n h e a d d l "o»a l sixteen
,CBrs t<> the freight station was for

the Government.
Mr.

The class rate tariffs apply :rpQuIred under the contract of Purposes

Wall Hrgiied that there was
ino more reason why the Port Au-
thority property should be. exempt

lawfully from taxation than any other cor
poration's properly, and he pointed
out that Hohoken could ••easily be
bankrupted by the C-overnnlent if
fhe policy WHS continued further,
and there was nothing to .prevent the
Port Authority from having tbree-
fointlis of the city condemned if it )>
felt it required such property tor itswas not

e lanns a ppty ; -H .« . > .I UUUIT me contract of Purposes.
from Hoboken ™ n . s p ° r t f f i o n ' a " d <hat the shipper r t w«« pointed

n, and th
mfl n Q ( b(, a s s e 8 8 e ( J a

he New York ratt
ind were concurred in by the Hu-

boken manufacturers; therefore.
Says the commission report, the line . --
haul rates were applicable from ^"s lde ra . ion of

..points on that line. No trap car
(tariff was in effect at that time.
' The rat
tor the

.. out by A. W., Cof-
/ fin, manager of the Hoboken Cham-

np^^r^
Plainanfs warehouse to th Fifth

j street station and was the switching
rate published for "freight in carload

•Jots.1' The tariff
also provided a rat
"freight in less than carload lots.

p r w e r ra n ' » » n t of the
<:'01 «=ted

it should pay, and
ured ib

I ™ .
much

n
>iity. hiul
Gregory ,

No separate
into for the
shipments to

tht
. . . . . . . . ... the -.-. ....

switching charges stated, but
by the Hobo.ken inaiui- rlared that , _,,.,

that the complainant bv whi'' its .onnsel H,IK1I; xiy 'i.i'-"--,
• n i T 1 thi .'",'" .mf(v1« the shipments ns described the authority had approved .of suchp , " f

n m ? , " ' , „ , ' a n d . paid, and bore the switching a stand and he contended that it I I
rate ot *.o cents on; c i , a r g e s n 1 ( , r e o n i a m ] iR (,,nini.rt «n ..-.. <-- • | |

contract was entered
transportation of th':
the freight station is

6 per

thereon, a m j ,„ ( , n | | t | p d } o „„ . , . , . h J

cent n tere". " ' V, ^ " ' " " Tl,roUffnoU, the In
fl « Z , | o r d e r a c - . i t w a H P v i ( l e n , t h ; l |

.ring yesterday
-the Port AU-

making a strong light

Shore Railroad Sells

thority is now - _ ,. >-,., vn« ugu i
to be e x e m p t f r o m ^ t ^ e p a y m e n t of
. a n y l axes . T<7<iray*"\v"lie'n Vii-' i r ' a f u i g
is r e s u m e d t h e Now Y o r k rau-
l r e i p a l i t i t s w i l l b e g i v e n , i n i i p | i o r - , i ^
lunity to lie heard, and it *vas inti-'.'
mated th.it .any New Jersey nill-jfr
nicipalities not heitrd yeslerdrfy'
might be .able to make an appear-
ance at the conclusion of the ses-
sion. , . '

y

SALE COMPLETES
DISPOSITION OF

R. R. PROPERTY
Plots Disposed of Are Located1

on the West Side of Willow
Street

Lots in Hohoken

The last, batch of lota on the west
side of Willow avenue owned by the

•-'Hohoken Shore Railroad have been
."old, it was announced yesterday by
officials of the railroad.

Completes Disposition
j The last .sale completes the dispo-
j sit ion of all the lota on the west
•MdB of willow avenue which were
owned by the, railroad. All told, j
there were 510 lots, most of which j

iwora bought by the Port, ot New
I York Industrial Development dw-

(HH-;I [ inn , a i l o l i n l . e n e o n c t t i t . T h e |
lOrii; • l l a i l r o a d w a s a l s o a p u r c h a s e r
of a. p a r c e l .

Tin; total amount involved in nil
the sales is in excess of $800,000.
The I'ort of New York Industrial
J levelopnient. people bought 224 lots:
tho lirst time and 43 lots later, mak-.
ing their total L'07 lots. The Eric'

'[Itailroad purchased 133 lots and,
with the final transfer the sale of.
rill tho land on tho west side is com-
plete.

Th'1 attempt to r.ell the Iota began
Mbont. two and *ii half years ai:1",-
when the first hatch was sold, and
negotiations have been going on
since then for the disposition of the.
remaining number.

As-a result of the sale of tho latnl
to private interests, the City of J-lo--
boken is assured of the tax ratables
on the property. Should the prop-
erty not have been sold, It would
have gone to tho Port of New York
Authority, which, undoubtedly, will
take over the Hoboken Shore Road
as part of tho Port of New York
development.

Given Opportunity •
The railroad was given the oppor.J

tunlty to dispose of the lots before!
it went into the hands of the gov»|
eminent. As Jn the case of the pieri
situation, the government would not I
have paid taxes on the property,
which would have caused another I
loss to the citv.



Port Authority—
"Burglar" or
Super-Government ?

What is the ultimate aim of the

Port of New York Authority ?

The city of Hoboken has been very

much agitated'for a couple of years

over its possible loss of taxes on

property that may be acquired with- i

in the city by the Port Authority.

Now Jersey City and Newark have |

become aroused.

And the city of New York wants

to know, more intimately than in

the past, just where things are be- •

ing steered by Julius Henry Cohen,

who has become so important a fac-

tor as counsel that he is frequently ;

referred to as "THE Port Author-

ity." . . <

t-.

There is now a law on the statute books whicii
is interpreted by eminent lawyers as having j

jgiven the Port Authority the right of condemna-
tion. Yet Senator Case, on a recent occasion,
clearly pointed out that the Legislature had been
assured that laws urged by Mr. Cohen were free
from that power, and heatedly challenged a test
of the Port Authority on that point, the mean-

;* jing of Senator Case apparently having been that
-i-jthe Legislature would quickly repeal any such

:Vvjlaw» if it found it had been led into a trap.
The one big thing under consideration at this

(v : time is. taxation, and there was nothing in the
.-"Comprehensive Plan" which indicated that the
vv,costs of handling freights were to be reduced;
ffJby exempting valuable property from taxation—',
!]? with possibility of millions of dollars of assess- Jj
•vHinents to be lost on the New Jersey side of the!

Hoboken now has Jersey City and Newark on
the fighting line, and all that anybody has to
do is to re-read the' "Comprehensive Plan" of
only five short years ago to realize that EVERY
MUNICIPALITY IN NORTHERN NEW JER-
SEY SHOULD WANT TO KNOW WHAT MAY
BE THE FINAL AIM OF THE PORT OF NEW
YORK AUTHORITY.

.liver.

' j The people were led to believe that the
'present wasteful system of handling freight,
.(ould be changed and that the EFFICIENT
'handling of freight would be the CORRECTIVE |
'measure by which the cost of living might be
jreduced.

At a meeting of the Board of Esti- (.

mate in New York a couple of daws

ago, Thomas J. Brogan, corporation

counsel for Jersey City, referred to

the Port Authority as something

which aims at "super-government."

In another breath he likened the

Port Authority to "a burglar win

has already gotten into our house," j

and who now seeks to get from t ic j

vestibule into other parts of the

house.

Mr. Brogan, in the intensity with;

which he realizes the dangers of an

instrument of "super-government,

has no doubt over-stepped the mark

in likening the Port Authority to u ;

"burglar."

Burglars do not make a practice of

stealing things for public use, and i

while the Port Authority gives,

evidence of vastly over-stepping the

purposes for which it was organized ,|

as a two-State instrument of gov- •

eminent, with the Federal govern-1

ment as a third party to the neces-j

sary treaty, there is really no reason '

to believe that burglary is the in-

centive for the work that lies ahead.|

The Port Authority has plenty for!

which to answer in the serious1

charge of its "super-government":

ambitions without calling for a de-

fense on a charge of burglary. |"t

Iroc

Compare that economically sound argument!1

Jwith all those things that have been brought!
i about in five years, and which lead up to thei
•fact that the Port Authority now plans to own
property and »perato railroads and terminal:!
facilities without payment of taxes.
j Compare that economically sound argument of (

Five years ago with Mr. Cohen's discussion of a
couple of weeks ago when he talked taxation as ,
lit pertains to Port Authority property hold-
ings.
, Compare that talk of two weeks ago with Mr.
Cohen's talks of the past two or three years in
which he has always contended that the Ports*.
Authority would be subject to taxation on any | y

i property it might own. ||jK
Compare all that Mr. Cohen talks in these-**

days with what he has talked in the past, and
Mr. Crogan may be excused for becoming a bit
excited and likening the Port Authority to a
^'burglar" who had reached the vestibule.

After all is said and done, New York will
probably get from 70 per cent to 80 per cent of
the benefit of any economy which the Port
Authority may work out, in the course of time.

Yet New Jersey, it seems, will make about 701
|to 80 per cent of the SACRIFICE IN TAX E A -
lEMPTION to bring about New York's great |

saving.
It is not economically sound to bring about I

ower freights and lower costs by exempting!
valuable properties from taxation.

That is little more than "robbing Peter to pay I
Paul."

If costs are to be reduced, they should be re-l
duced through EFFICIENCY, through a betterl
system of freight handling. I

The Port Authority, in its original field of u.se-l
fulness, was to have been a REGULATORY"
body, somewhat like the Interstate Commerce
Commission.

The Port Authority has gone far afield since
the issuance of the "Comprehensive Plan" only
five short years ago, and it is high time that
Jersey City and Newark join with Hoboken in
finding out just what is to be done about the J

:k bottom of the whole business—TAXATION, i

Mr. Cohen wants the Port Authority to buy K ! l
ithe Hoboken Shore Railroad as a part of Beit pjpji

;;.Line No. 13. | | f :
• "! He says that railroad, now owned by the Unit- p f e

jed States Government, should never get back Lfi||
jinto private ownership. f%y,

":« He wants to pay a million dollars for the rail-! :%?_
jroad, and wants to pay for it with Port Author-
jity bonds.
! Mr. Cohen has said, IN THE PAST, that the f

i jPort Authority should pay taxes on that rail-!;.J
Toad, but every time the Hoboken Chamber of ^"'i
jCommerce has wanted the taxation s e t t l e d , ^
'PERMANENTLY, by enacting a t ax-pay ing^ ;
iclause into statute law, there has been objection f̂ R
(from Mr. Cohen, representing the Port Au- p *
Ithority. fe;
i In his talk, two weeks ago, Mr. Cohen talked; ^
for over two hours on taxation, and the entire
jburden of his talk was on EXEMPTION of

It is only a matter of a little over five year:?property from taxation,
since the Port Authority issued that wonderful M r - Outerbridge, the first chairman of the
document known as its "Comprehensive Plan " r o r t Authority, in writing set forth that taxes

., , , were to be paid, vet five years after the "Com-
one reviews that great document, h i p i ,,"it is fluently claimed .that

s w h a t w a s aimm^ » t fim \ t o a ™ . ] » « . . „ ' . • . . . / I L . TI-..L --r:.rT. . : .n -"•'-:* i . . . . ,

t'J

l a n d compares what was aimed at five years ago
"with what Mr. Cohen is talking today, WHO
I CAN BLAME THE CITIES OF HOBOKEN,

JERSEY CITY AND NEWARK FOR THE
ALARM WHICH NOW ACTUATES THEIR

[LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES?—and especially
when taxation is discussed.

When the "Comprehensive Plan" was issued,
and it was on the strength of the "Compre-
hensive Plan" that the New Jersey Legislature

; passed the laws which made it a party to the
|!treaty, it was wisely provided that the Port:

Authority .should not carry on its operations of j
ownership in any municipality, except with the

"consent of the municipality.

Yet when subsequent legislation was passed
[] this wise and just protection of the public had
| not been provided for.

And from time to time subsequent legislation
| has been passed by the New Jersey Legislature,
I chiefly upon Mr. Cohen's representations, adding
I greater powers until the public interest has

enemies of the Port ""Authority" are trying to
"tax the Port Authority out of business."

Mr. Cohen not only talks of buying the Shore
Railroad in Hoboken, but there has been.talk of
buying the valuable waterfront property, also
owned by the government as part of the Shore
road property, for Port Authority purposes.

But what is even more alarming is talk, not
authoritative, but alarming, nevertheless, that
the Port Authority might even go so far as to
take over the government piers, the former
German steamship piers, in Hoboken.

IS IT ANY WONDER THAT HOBOKEN,

JERSEY CITY AND NEWARK ARE ALARM-

ijED TO A POINT WHERE ONE OF THEka*

MOST ABLE LAWYERS IN THE STATE

FAR LOSES HIS POISE AS TO LIKEN

PORT AUTHORITY TO A "BURGLAR"

'iTHE VESTIBULE?

The city of Newark, like the City of Hoboken, \
long since made it urgent to know not only how [ h a s lost enormously in taxation o:n the govern-
far the Port Authority wants to go under theh m e n t war property at Port Newark, and with
Cohen leadership, but how far the Legislature is Mr. Cohen's two hour oration on tax exemp-
willinp to go m giving additional powers. t i o i l j i s i t a n y w o n d e r t h a t HOBOKEN'S FIGHT

ilS NO LONGER A ONE-CITY FIGHT? f"

HOBOKEN TAXES
Port Authority Admits Jus-

tice of Local Claims.
The brief of the Port of New

York Authority to the Joint State
Commission on the question of
taxes Is a reiteration of its conten-
tion that it. is a governmental
agency, and not a private corpora-
tion as has been declared by those
opposed to exemption of its prop-
erly from taxation.

Julius Henry Coiien is icsponsi-
ble for the brief, and cites law in

: 1 abundance for his contention that
Id the corporation is based upon sound
•4] constitutional principles well estab-
.ilished in law. A considerable part

of the brief is devoted to "The
Pledge to Hoboken."

v The pledge is that there will be
• no change in the policy with regard
. j to the property of the Hoboken

Manufacturers' Railroad Company,,
which now pays taxes. The brief

P? says:
% "If the Commissioners believe

that this pledge should be made
binding by some legislative enact-

jinent. a direction to the Port Au-
thority as the agency of the two

^states to continue the policy is cer-
% tainly within the constitutional
,{' power of the state. The states can

undoubtedly direct the Port Au-
Iliority to pay out of the moneys
in its hands a sum or sums to any
of the municipalities for. purely

.municipal purposes. This would be
in recognition of some service per-

I formed by the municipalities in the
. jway of police, lire and other pro-
] toot ion. No amendment of the tax
{law would be necessary at all. All
Ithat would be required would be a
joint direction from the two states

Ho the Port Authority as the agency
I of the two states."

jj Cohen further states that it was
"jnot. the intent of the Legislatures;
|In creating the Port Authority that)
jit should pay taxes on everything:

, jto everybody, and says that 'in the
'! performance of governmental func-

tions the Port Authority is to be
treated as the municipalities are to
be treated, namely as the States

;!themselves doing something through
lithe states' agencies." j
,1 Finally the counsel for the Port ;
• Authority says: "If the status quo i
. is preserved the Port Authority will
i pay no taxes except as it does in I
] the case of Hoboken under special
I agreements."



PORT AUTHORITY
INSISTENT UPON
TAX

Ask Tax Payment on
Port Authority Land

That is clear from the provisions of
l l l e ' ":npad (between New Jersey
'i'nl -N'ew York) which preclude the

i Brief to Bi-State Commission Ad-
mits Hoboken's Special

Position

out. the authority or consent of such ,
stjile, rounty, city, borough, village,
township, or other municipality'."

Similar provisions. It is admitted,
are contained in the laws authorizing
the various bridges, construction of
which has been allocated to the Port
Authority. These laws st»te that ap- ,
pronches and alterations of hicrh-
ways "shall lie subject to the appro-
val of tiw> vrtrioin municipalities in
which-they Ffoall be. localed."

PREPARE BRIEFS
FOR SUBMISSION
TO COMMISSIONS

Elaborating on thirteen points he
presents in a brief filed with the
Joint Legislative Commission of New
Jersey and New York that is study-
ing the question of taxation of
erty of the Port of New York AU-:U,P. example of a municipality which
thority, Julius H. Cohen, counsel forf could suffer an injury by Port Au-

Admits Hoboken May Suffer.
Proceeding. Hie brief admits:

Chamber of Commerce Points Out
Injustice Done to the

City

the Port Authority, reiterates that
the body is imnrlme from taxation
except by special agreement, as in
the case of Hoboken.

In the briew is a hint that litiga-
tion over the status of the Port Au-
thority would not be unwelcome.
This is indicated in one sentence of
the conclusion of the brief:

"Even though this policy (insist-
ment on immunity from taxation)
may involve litigation, it may be bet-

i h

thoriiy operations. Ypt the legisla-
tors have seen bow llohoken would
strangle the Port Authority even
now if its corporation counsel could
h:i\i", his way.

"From avoidlnt; Injustice to a mu-1

nlcipality to giving that municipality)
power to exact -what It regards as
•justice' Is a far cry. Xo such intent
is to be presumed. The very exist-,
ence of this commission is the an-
wer.

Problem to Be Solved.ter to have this litigation than to|
; adopt the recommendation of those- "The problem is now here for f<-
' who would place the power of taxa- ]ution. It is: When and in what in--
; lion in the hands of all the munici- stances will Port Authority opera-,
j palltles." tions iniurp a municipility by de-
j Considerable attention is given in jl'ielins its revenues without compen-

IIIB document to the situation of Ho- isatory benefits?nken as pertaining to taxation, and
Corporation Counsel John .f. Fallon
of that, city, incidentally, is the sub-
ject of reprobation for the vigor of
his assertions in trying to maintain
the power of the city to tax the
Authority.

Discusses "Pledge to Hoboken."
"The pledge to Hoboken" is the

subject of point VII in the brief. In

"For such cases a rule is to be j
worked ou,t. The Port Authority is j
and has always been ready and will- j
ing to work out such a solution in |
the form of detinite legislation, but
it must advise the Legislatures that ;
to vest power In the municipalities
or to recognize a right in the muni- '
cipalities to tax is to give the power
to the cities over the states.

this the Port Authority brief takes}; Equity to Cities
up the inquiry and statement byg .,Th(),,n U i m W()| lk, t l | o d . ' U ) e , a n s
Corporation Counsel Jerome T. Con- o f t h e P | j ]. t A u t h o r U y , , a v e n o w
gleton, of Newark, made at a dls- (;Ie.ll. | a n m ,U I U . e ( l t h e i r intention to
cuKsion before the New York Board
of Estimate on May 25, on the point
how the Authority can pay taxes
under the New Jersey constitution.
At that time Mr. Congleton said:

"Now they (the Port Authority)
are either holding that out to de-

, ceive. or else they are ignorant of the
provisions of our laws of New Jer-
sey. They cannot take one piece of
property. That is not the way prop-
erty is classified for the purpose ot
taxation under our laws."
, The brief makes the reply that Mr. iy""""7"/'"''"
< '.ngieton was correct iii nis sinte-- ' ' ty
""•»t ot the State law, but Mr. ('..l.c-n I " 4 " , ° "

ili^L'lv:...*?™^ i»«». •".».> fTil declr

destroy the Port Authority, if they
can. ,

"It is one tiling.to do equity to the i
cities. It i;s another to surrender the j
power of the states to hostile muni-
cipal administrations.

"Another thing the states had
clearly in mind, which practically all
spokesmen for municipalities now
recognize, that is, in the performance
of governmental functions the Port
Authority is to be treated as the
municipalities are to be treated,

the states themselves do-
something through the states'

j know the .situation as to the Hobo- s declared that bridges, tunnels,
docks and railroad terminals are all

. Authority seeks to acquire from" the Pg0V,el"'"Vental en t e r"i 'lses if carried
War department which now controla ' y l e S t n t e o r a n ' u n i c i » a l i t y-

I the corporation that owns the line. * \ No Surpluses to Tax.
Taxed Through Corporation.

Explanation is made in the brief
: that the plan is to have the Port
Authority control tho stock of the
road and that "KO long as it con-

I linues to hold this .stock, it agrees
that the corporation will continue to
pay taxes." This ha.; been done un-
der Federal control of the road. The
brief continues:

gj "The pledge, therefore, is that
i there will be no change in policy
9 with regard to this property if the

Port Authority acquires tho stock."
If the commission, to make the
pledge more binding, might recom-
mend it, the two states could con-

I stitutionally direct continuance of
' tho policy, even if the policy were
one of indirection, as a contribution
to the city for police, lire and other
protection. The brief reviews several
reiterations of the pledge already
made. In another point, the brief sub-
mits arguments to refute charges of
Inconsistency.

Authority Like Municipality.
The ground is taken that the Port

I Authority Is the name kind of a state
agency as a municipality, and that
the right to tax inheres in the state
and not in tlie municipalities over
other agencies. All agencies, it is re-
ported, are equally agents of the
state. This reasoning is applied to
the operation of bridges as well an
other properties tho Port Authority

| may control.
At. the same time, the brief de-

le la res:
"What was understood by the leg-

islators in both states was this: No
municipality was to suffer nn in-
jury by ['ort Authority operation".

As no one would contend cities
should be taxed for subways, bridges
or docks by the Federal or State
governments, the brief argues the
Port Authority should not be taxed
for its terminals. Belief they will
produce surpluses, the brief declares,
"Is a mistake." They are not to pro-
duce surpluses. They are to be oper-
ated as nearly as passible at cost, so
as to reduce freight charges" the
purpose of Port Authorities here and
abroad.

"The real and only question," the
brief asserts, "comes down to this:
Are there any situations where, dur-
ing the process of change, the rev-
enues from taxation now accruing to

Hnny municipality will be so depleted
|1as to cause real injury to the city?

Hoboken Solo Victim.
"We say that in Hoboken there Is

(such n. situation. We know of no sim-
jil.'ir situation elsewhere.

"lAke the bridges, Port Authority
improvements wjll double and treble
municipal revenues from taxes. Jf
we were going to tnkp the Bush
property, or t;.a New York Dock
Company property, or the Pennsyl-
vania Terminal, or the Orand Cen-
tral Terminal, or the railroads on the
Jersey waterfront and turn them
back again for operation to the pres-
ent owners, tax free. why. of course
—hut this Is the conjuring up «*
imaginary ghosts to scare the unin-
formpd.

"No such danger Is to he avoided,
because none is contemplated.

"In order to calm the trembling
souls who dream such nightmares,
certainly the, commission should not
be led to surrender the control of
|the states' purpose to the fearsome,
for after a I tho, 'fearsome,' who oon-

The Hoboken Chamber of Com-
merce will demand the payment of
taxes on property now in the posses-
sion, and other property to be taken
over by the Port of New Tork
Authority in the future, according
to a brief which will be submitted j

I by the Chamber to commissions In;
New York and New Jersey, appoint.

ied to hear the dispute.
' Manager A. W. Coffin, of the Ho-
jboken Chamber, has prepared the
| lengthy brief, which will be released
Monday noon. Although the exact
contents of the brief cannot be di-

jvulged until it is filed with both t
I state commissions, it is known that
'the gist of it points to wrongs done
to municipalities from which prop-
erty is taken over by the Port of
New York Authority, and demanding

• that that body pay taxes to the
;cities from which property Is taken.

The brief was submitted to the
Board ot Directors of the Chamber
of Commerce yesterday and was ap-
proved and adopted. Copies of the
brief will be filed with the com-
missions, in the hope that munici-
palities affected by the Port Author-
lity "grab" will be benefited.
I Hoboken has led in this fight be-
cause ot the large amount of pier
property taken over by the gov-
ernment body, thus depriving the
city of millions in tax ratables.
The taking over of the Hoboken
Shore Railroad by the Port Author-
ity will mean loss of more ratables,
iunless relief is secured.

jure, up nightmares, shake S
Iheir fists and vehemently declare i
that they are opposed to the Port J
Authority, have always fought it and j ,
intend to continue to figflt it. !

"Shall they be given additional!
weapons with which to fight it"
Naturally, having prophesied its
failure, they must mnke good the |,
prophecy. !:

"Hut, say WB are In error and
there still remain situations which
show overbalancing hardship to any ;
municipality.

Would Act as Business Men. '
"We are prepared to meet them in

the spirit in which the Commission-
ers of the Port Authority have ever
expressed themselves, not as guarded
lawyers, but as fair business men,
namely:

"In the doing of the sta.tps' job, no
injury is to be done to any munici-
pality. |

"All we suggest is that tlipse sltun- \ .
tions lie considered on their merits
with full recognition of the equities ^
in each case, but without surrender ^
of the states' control over their own fc
purposes. We stress the latter point, '§''
as we should. p

"It Is the business of counsel for
the cities to stress the former—but.
in addition, it is, we think, within
their task to present the cases re-
quiring adjustment. This so far re-
mains to be done. '

Wants Bills of Particulars.
"We think the commission should

ask them to present such specific
cases in detail. Tho discussion has
reached the point where the com-
missioners need a 'bill of particu-
lars' from each municipality."

Concluding the brief, Mr. Cohen
urges "constructive Ingenuity" and
doses wit If the statement:

"The Port Authority is and has
always been, willing to aid in such
a constructive solution, and will bo .
glad to confer with the commission j
in this regard, in the hope that out |
of the very broad study that this1

commission is giving to the matter
a solution will be found that will be
of permanent value."



UX&te-

Submits Brief on
Port Authority Taxe

OPPOSES EVERY
EXEMPTION PLAN
CHAMBER STATES
I avors Port Authority Plan in
{•-.••General But Wants Prop-

erty to Pay Taxes

"The Hoboken Chamber of Com-
Inierce respectfully submits its opposl-
jtioii to any plan which has for its
ftpurpose the exemption from taxation,
Icitlier in Hoboken or in any other
I municipality, of property which may
I hereafter be owned by the Port ol
JKew York Authority."

That is the summary of the brief
fsubinitted by the Hoboken Chamber
|of Commerce to Hie New Jersey and
T>.'ew York Commissions appointed
I to investigate the relationship be-

nii municipalities in wheh property
is been taken over by the Port Au-

t!i"i'ty, and the Port Authority itself.
Although the brief was not sub-

:liiilted until yesterday, the Hudson
i Dispatch pointed out what attitude
;the Chamber of Commerce would talco.
j Putting it plainly, the Chamber of
' Commerce is in favor of the Port Au-
t h o r i t y idcu, bul property l.iUen UVK;1

by it, should be taxed.
•\ Summary of Brief
• The summaries of the principal
: points, drawn up by Manager A. W.
1 Coffin, are:
i 1. The Chamber of Commerce favors
' a Port of New York Authority.

-. II is opposed to exemption from
• •ix.nion of Port Authority property in
ll'iliokeri and elsewhere.

;>. Tax exemption of Port Authority
• ;ls unsound economically, and ruinous

to Hoboken.
I. The same attitude against exemp-

tion has been maintained by the
Chamber for foufyears.

• '. The fight against exemption is
•Hue tn the changed attitude of the
J'».t Authority.

ability to pay taxes on its property.
V. Unfair and unjust competition

with private interests, which pay full
taxes.

S. Unjust proportion of taxes In
Essex, Bei'gen and Hudson counties,
and small benelit compared to New
York City.

I). New Jersey municipalities at a
disadvantage because they do not own
waterfronts, and therefore are help-
less when property is taken away
from private interests.

10. Attitude of Port Authority
makes municipalities apprehensive of
Lhe future, and they are alarmed.

11. Port
power.

12

Authority seeks super-

12. Sound business demands that
property be taxed.

13. Relief through amendments to
lif passed by New Jersey and Xew
York legislatures.

Wants Port Authority
"The Port Authority contemplates

that Chamber of Commerce has al-
ways been committed to the Port
Authority idea, and has aided in its
establishment, but from the beginning
has advised against exemption form
taxation of property acquired by that
body.

On the subject of competition with
privately owned inteersts, the brief
states:

"The Pot Authority contemplates
acquiring property for railroad, water-
front and warehouse development as
evidenced, not only in the comprehen-
sive plans, but also by the letter to
Prescient Coolidge. This will mean
direct competiticn with established
enterprises which would not only
have to pay taxes on their own prop-
erty, but which would have to bear
their portion of the burden which
Port Authority exemption would
throw upon all taxpayers."

If the comprehensive plan of the
Port Authority had been in operation
in 1924, Hoboken's tax rate would be
$04.43 on $1,000 ratables, according to
the brief. The value of the property
which the Port Authority seeks, and
which would be tax exempt under its
plan, is $41,651,958, which is one-
third of the property valuation in the
city.

A slap Is taken at Counsel for the
Port of New York Authority In the
closing paragraphs of the brief:

"The Counsel of tho Port Authority
has been the main spokesman of the

yet we are left in doubt, as your body
must also be, as to how far this an- ;
thority as spokesman may go, lnas- '
much as tho chairman of the Port
Authority has made it plain that tin .
statements of the Counsel are binding 1
only insofar as they have been ofli- '
cially acted upon by the members of
the Port Authority.

"We point particularly to the fact
that the committee representing UK'
two Legislatures definitely instructed ,
the Counsel lo the Port Authority to j
strike .out or change any part of the j
suggested act which gave the Pint '
Authority the right of emldent do- i
main, and still the act hjis been in- .
terpreted by this same Counsel to;
give the Port Authority the right of'
eminent domain.

"We have seen the personnel of tli-
Port Authority change from time t'.
time, and with these changes uc
have seen changes in policies of the
Port Authority, and we view witii:
alarm this very thing, to the end that
we urge your honorable body to con-
sider recommendations for law^ on,
taxation that cannot be changed Xvith
the changing of the personnel of the"
Port Authority.
. "We believe business principles call
for such action, and wo believe pub-
lic opinion demands it."

Port Authority speakers admitted Port Authority from its inception, and

sipping Doard Starts Work
Tearing Down Stettin Pier

Built Forty Years Ago a Modern

Steel Overhead Structure

May Be Erected on Site

The old Kettin pier in Hoboken will
pass into history within a lew weeks.

Only the old timers wili recall the
name. To the present generation it
la known au Pier 6, of the United
.Suites Khlpping Hoard, located at the
loot of Newark street.

Regarded as a dangerous har.ard,
'iircause of Its wooden construction
<md dilapidated condition, the Unlt-

. m States Shipping Board has or-
i ilnred it torn down, and-twork on it
i has already been started.

The Shipping Board, which took
, ovtr the pier during the war, an-

iiouncd yesterday from its office at
i l."j Broadway, New York, that only
: ihfl overhead structure would be
taken down. This means that the
pier base will remain, in the event
that the Shlpp Board decided to erect
a modern steel overhead structure on
this has.

Although no effort will be made to
put up a steel pier at the present
time, the Shipping Board announced
that such a plan la contemplated in
case there Is a demand for more pier
spare in Hoboken. The pier has .been
used for docking freighters and Coast
Cuard boats, but has not been used

| In active ccommerce. Thr- over-water

structure Is of wood, nnd the boards '
are barely hanging on. Located near!
the Lackawanna ferry terminal, and
the new United States piers, the
wooden pier is a hazard, not only by
lire.but by storm as well. j

At the present time three freight-
ers are tied uj> at the pier—the
American shipper, the Stanley and
the Edenton. Two Coast Cuard boats
are tied up In the front.

The Stettin p4er was controlled by
the Hamburg-American Line and
was erected 40 years ago. It has sur-
vived ravages of fire all these years,
but the danger that confronted it
and surrounding property at the
present time, was responsible lor the
o/rder to tear it down.

The Hamburg-America line used
it to dock small freight vessels, be-
ing named after tho port of Settln

in Germany, in iron and steel cen-
ter. Since iL :ame under tho control
of the Unkei States Shipping Board,
it was used merely to tie up inac- ;•
tive freight?-s or Idle coast guard i
boats. According to the Shipping j
Board office, :t will still be used as ['
a. tie-up bast. When tho time comes, i
a modern overhead structure will be |
erected on the base of the plr. i



Return of Piers to Hoboken
Plea of Hudson Grand Jury

Turns Guns on Shipping Board in
Criticism of Way Docks

Are Kept

As a result of personal visits to the
j Hoboken piers, and the summoning
of expert witnesses before the grand
jury, April term, which was dis-
charged yesterday with thanks by
Supreme Court Justice James F.
Mlnturn, a presentment was handed
up by that body In which was ex-
presse'd the hope that Congress
"will, with the sanction of the Presi-
dent, so legislate as to restore to the
city of Hoboken, Its quota ot taxa-

; (ion so Ions Inequitably withheld, as

well as to imko Piioper provision'for
the future, so that the city maybe
tTnlr'.1 flna^la"y- <° its antiwar

unTpH fres^ntment condemns In no,
ti a n R U a B e t h e ""nation.
t " K O V e r n i»ent has been

h u s e amounts in,1

JĴ u '"'eae»tment follows: f
The Grand Inquest of the County!,

to whom was referred by this hon-B
orable court the Inquiry as to theN
CMtv'of ™" (! i t lOns existing in theff
V fi . Hoboken " " direct result I

"t the taking- over of the vast val-S
liable water front of that citv by the
federal Shipping' Board, and ?
probable effect not only upon
city, but upon the county ^

would respectfully make the follow-
ing presentment:

"Various witnesses, ofttcial and
otherwise, in nnd abqut the city, have

6 appeared before the Grand Inquest,
sj and have Riven testimony which i"
j! effect substantiates tha statements

made by the Presiding Justice'of this
honorable court on the opening day
of the term.

Visited Piers.
'The members of the Grand In-

quest, in a body, also visited this
pier property and inspected it under

, present conditions, and wore able to
observe the marked deterioration be-
tween this well-kept property under
the former private ownership of the
German steamship companies, and
ils neglected and delapidated condi-
tion under the present management.

"When the property was taken
ov^r by the Federal government the
action was justified as a war meas-
ure, to which no citizen could object;
but, after the war, its retention by
Uie Federal government, entirely for
competitive business purposes, is as
reasonable and justifiable as though
the government had forcibly occupied
the entire westerly shore front o; the
city o( _4ew York for private com-
petitive commercial uses, thereby de-
priving that metropolis o£ its'entire
taxable income from the waterfront.

"The testimony before us shows
that since the Shipping Board has
occupied this property nothing, has
been done to improve it, but it has
deteriorated and lessened in value by
reason of government occupation.

I The docks are neglected, the former
' ilffltfal buildings have either burned
down and liave not been rebuilt, or
have become disreputable by con-
trast with their former condition,
owing to the public neglect. Anyone
traveling over the Jloboken ferry can
observe the former dock of the Ham-
burg American Company at the foot
of Newark street, a more ojtiable
and neglectful condition, of govern-
mental indifference cannot be imag-
ined.

"its appearance Is simply a dis-
grace to the government and a finan-
cial handicap to the city. Rather than
continue this dock in its present use-
less condition 4t should at once be
torn down. Jhe superintendent's
house on Kiver street, which in pre-
war days was a beauty spot, is today
more like a contagious disease hos-
pital, something worthy of removal
from observation. The superintendent
of the Shipping Board testified that
since the board took control no ini-
l.Tovemonts or betterments have been
made to the property;' that a serious
fire took place on Pier 8 and that the
board simply abandoned the pier,
leaving it in its present unsightly
condition.

"These are samples of the manner
In which this once attractive prop-
erty is now kept, a standing argu-
ni< nt against government runt MI1.

' Spores Shipping Board.
••"One of the great attractions in
thin dock property in previous ila./s
ujas the (berthing there of the present

W P̂ steamship liaviathan, but
t HUsn-ctiqn has.been n -

nit/veoT to the city -of New Yen!;,
where the Shipping. Board, accord-
ing to testimony before us, is paying
New York City nine hundred dollars
per day for the privilege of berthing,
while in Hoboken the samp board
pays nothing to the. city for the priv-
ilege of docking its necessary ships
•nifl obtains police and lire protec-
tion gratis. Why the boaru contrib-
utes that sum to the city of New
York for a privilege which ft could
"njoy free of charge In Hoboken un-
der present conditions, remains to us
a mystery.

"The assessed valuation of fhis
pier property prior to 1918 wAs 34,-
760,000. The present value of the
property is $12,000,000, notwithstand-
ing the descrepit condition of the
buildings. There is due to Hoboken,
the county and- the state from the
Shipping Board $2,505,(W3, up to 192">.
The entire property, as at present
controlled, compels the city to sus-
tain to date a net loss of '$8,088,5-11.

"In 1918 the tax rate of the city
was $22.01, and in 1925, owing to thi.-.
tremendous deduction, amounting t" •
one-third of the city's asset3, it ha:,
increased to $47.50.

"We are also informed by oapab!'1
witnesses, that in the face of thi?
tremendous loss to the City, tin
'Shipping Hoard, acting the part of a
andlord, has collected almost tch
million dfeiiars from various subordi-
nate agencies for dock privileges ami
rentals, no part of which has gone t<>
the city in payment of tax arrein:-
As a matter of fact, these docl's'are <
now sublet by the bhipping Board
as a matter of prlvat* busintn to
other shipping concerns, from which
a jacat revenue is annually received,
which in no sense is a public busi-
ness, and of which, not a dollar is
paid to the city.

"The fact that this vast accumula-
tion of taxes remains in arrears, af-
fects not only the financial standing
of the city, but necessarily affects
the county and state in the payment
of their obligations contracted upon
the strength of the- then existing as-
sets of the city.

Undue Advantage.
"The non-payment of taxes gives

to this governmental board in its
competitive invasioh of private busi-
ness an undue advantage over other
competing companies, and while we
have no criticism to make of this ex-
cept upon ethical lines, we condemn
the practice in this instance because
it is indulged at the expense of the
taxpayers of Hoboken to the exclu-
sion of the taxpayers of the rest of
the cotlntry. No reason is apparent
of policy or otherwise, which justi-
fies th«i sacrifice of one-third of-the
assets qf the taxpa'yers of that City
for the purpose ot enabling a gov-
ernment agency to indulge in the
prosecution of an essentially private
business."

m

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1925.

HOBOKEN PIERS NOT A TEST
OF GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.

The Newark Star-Eagle points to the govern-

ment ownership of piers in Hoboken as an ex-

ample of the principle of government owner-

ship.
"When the Leviathan ties up at a pier on th»

New York side of the Hudson," says the Star-
Eagle, editorially, "she pays the city of New
York $900 a day, using a wharf that docs not
belong to the government. Across the river yl
Hoboken she pays nothing.

"Now, Hoboken has to do for its citizens what
every other community has to do for its peoplo,
paying for the services whether or not its tax-
able assets are butchered one-third. So the tax
rate in Hoboken has been boosted from $22.01
'in 1918 to $47.50 in 1925. Government owner-
ship has done that. A grand jury has denounced
the government for this sorry bit of business.
But it does not appear that anything can be dono
about it. Washington, not Hoboken or New
Jersey, has the say in that matter.

"The advocates of the principle of government
ownership touch lightly, if tftey touch at all,
upon such/ filings as taxes. You will not find the
subject mentioned in speeches and essays in
favor of the government taking over the rail-
roads. Yet there are States which would feel
bankrupt if the railroads could not be levied
upon for taxes. They would have the harden
kind of a time in shifting taxes from railroal
property to already distressed taxpayers.

"Government ownership, nine times out of ten,
means a transfer of self-supporting institution:;
to the list of public-supported institutions. It
means the increase of the public servant das?
and the decrease of the members of the revenue-
producing class. It means the placing of new
burdens upon people, who, under almost all cir-
cumstances, have hard enough time getting
along in the world."

There are many good reasons why govern-
ment ownership would be a sad thing for the
United States, but the Hoboken pier situation
is not one of those reasons.

The taking over of those piers during the war
was a necessary part of the conduct of war.

BUT THE HOLDING OF THOSE PIERS
DURING TIMES OF PEACE IS ONE OF THK
MOST OUTRAGEOUS PIECES OF WORK
EVER PERPETRATED UPON A CITY BY
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, or by
any other government.

If Germany had won the war, Hoboken could
hardly have been afflicted with a harder war
indemnity than it has receive?! from the govern-
ment of which it is now a subject.

_ Or, as Supreme Court Justice James F. Min-
' f| turn so well said in his charge to the April
»Sa Grand Jury, "a successful enemy could not well

have imposed a greater indemnity upon a con-
quered city."

GRAND JURY GATHERS '"
HOBOKEN PIER FACTS

The outgoing Hudson County
Grand Jury for the April Term will
be discharged tomorrow morning by
Justice James F. Minturn just pre-
vious to the swearing In of the new
Grand Jury for the September Term.
Justice Minturn is expected to con-
vene the outgoing Grand Jury at 9:30
a. m., when they will be discharged.

During the terms ot the April Grand
Jury it heard evidence and collected
much information with respect to the
Hoboken pier situation and it is ex-
pected to hand up a presentiment be-
fore the court effects the discharge.

The new Grand Jury will be sworn
In Immediately after the old body U
discharged.

i
Hoboken is the victim of POLITICS in tho f

ownership of the piers; it is not a fair sample
of government ownership, bad as government
ownership may be.

The government has not only refused to pay
taxes, but it has ADDED INJURY TO INJURY
hy permitting the Shipping Board to ruin the
commerce which ordinarily brings work to ths
citizens of Hoboken and business to the hun-
dreds of people who benefit from steamship
business.

The North German Lloyd wanted to return fo
Hoboken with ALL of its ships, but INFLU-
ENCE—high-up influence—sent ships to othor
parts of the port to pay rents to PRIVATE
CORPORATIONS.

Government ownership may mean inefficient" ,
government ownership may mean inequality in
the handling of tax burdens, it may mean many
things that are not harmonious with American
conceptions of business. But government owner-
ship, bad as it is, should not be judged by the ,
OUTRAGE COMMITTED BY THE UNITED I
STATES GOVERNMENT AND BY PERSONS
CLOSE TO THE GOVERNMENT In its brutal
handling of the Hoboken pier situation.



CALL URGES CONGRESS TO RECOGNIZE
HOBOKEN'S JUST CLAIM.

Hoboken will have, or should have; the sup-
port of the newspapers in its fight for fair
treatment by the Federal Government in a
just allowance for the pier property taken over
by the Government during the war and retained
by it since. It will certainly have a firm friend
in the Newark Call. In its editorial comment
on the presentment of the Hudson County
Grand Jury it said:

"Acting upon the suggestion of Supreme
Court Justice Minturn, the Hudson County
Grand Jury last week handed up a present-
ment in which it was vigorously and truthfully
set forth Hoboken's grievance against the
United States Shipping Board. And Hoboken
has a grievance.

"Its big docks, once the property of the
Hamburg-American and North German Lloyd
steamship lines, are now not only lying idle, but
are rapidly falling into disrepair- Taken over
by the Alien Property Custodian at the opening
of the war, they became the property of the
Shipping Board and immune from taxation aa
Government owned property.

"At once the city's ratables were reduced
one-third and its tax rate increased one-half.
Denied the right to collect tax on the property,
the city at the same time was expected to give
the property police and fire protection and had
further to endure the bitterness of seeing the
Shipping Board as landlord pocketing millions
in rentals for dock privileges.

"It is no wonder, under the circumstances,
that Hoboken is sore aw, that the Grand Jury
used such emphatic language. In simple jus-
tice Hoboken's claim to relief should be acted
upon favorably at the coming session of Con-
gress."

NEW PIER REPLACES
OLDEST ON RIVER

, The old Stettin Pier, the oldest
structure of Its sort in Hoboken,
and which was taken over by the
United States Shipping Board from
the Hamburgh-American Line at

I the entrance of this country in thp
' World War, is being dismantled.
Work started yesterday. p.

The pier was a wooden overhead
structure which has been for many
years denounced as a fire tvap.
This is being torn down. The b.lse
of the pier, however, will stand,
and It Is said here that a new and
modern steel structure will be
erected upon it, although no plans
have yet been drawn by the Ship-
ping Board.

The pier is at the foot of New-
ark street, Hoboken, between the
Lackawanna Terminal and the
modern piers that are the property
of the Shipping Board.

CITY WILL GET
PIER REDRESS

Grand Jury Presentment
Finds Quick Echo a
Capital — Fleet Heac
Talks—Physical Condi
tion of Hoboken Dock!
Is Warmly Defended.

j] tn the absence of Chairman T
V. O'Connor, of the Shipping Hoard'
his assistant, Caldwell Jenkins de-
clared that Hie Hoard in the yesir

[ending June 3d, 1925. spent $i>25.-
000 in repairs und maintenance of
the piers at Hobnkcn, Including
If70,000 for paint. The bulk of die
remainder was expended, he said in
dredging, roof relaying, new floor-
ing and service repairs of miscel-
laneous character.

Incidentally, Mr, Jenkins men-
tioned that the Hoboken piers are
the only shore property of six
owned by the Board which is not
operated directly by the Board but
by the Fleet Corporation.

As to the Leviathan, there is no
disposition on the part of the Ship-
ping Board or the Fleet Corpora-
tion to alter the present berthing
arrangement. Even though the
charges for docking may be $900 n
day in New York, against free

; docking in Hoboken, the argument
is that the vast majority of pas-
sengers desire to enjoy the con-
venience of easy drive to die pier

Special Dispatch lo Jersey Observer, ij rather than undergo the Inconven-
Jerw.v Observer Hurrau, t • i('nce of crossing over to the Jersey

Washington, Sept. 17. J J side lo go aboard ship.
. That Congress at the next
session will take action for
the relief of Hoboken in the
matter of taxes on the forme;
North German Lloyd piers
seized by the Federal Gov-
ernment during the World
War, was the significant
opinion expressed today by
Admiral Leigh Palmer, presi-
dent of the U. S. Fleet Cor-
poration.
"The matter has all been threshed

out novf," he said, "and 1 expect
that Congress will take action at
the next session that will relieve
the city of Hoboken from flnancjal
embarrassment consequent upon the
city being deprived of taxes from,
the date the Government took over
the big property."

Admiral Palmer's comment was
part of a statement he made in
response to a request for an ex
pression upon the action of the

.Hudson County Grand Jury con-
demning thfc V. S. Shipping. Board
for neglecting the piers and allow-
ing them to deteriorate to the point
of dlsreputabtlity.

While the Fleet Corporation is a
different body from the Shipping
Board, the two work in harmony.
At least that Is the theory of the!
law. j

Yet, at the outset of inquiries
today, each at first seemed to de-
sire to shoulder responsibility for
the condition of the piers upon the1

other. The Shipping Board de-'
clared the piers are In the jtirisdlc- j
don of the Fleet Corporation, and |

that If the property is not properly •
maintained, the responsibility is.
upon the corporation. j

On the other hand, Fleet Cor-J
poiation officials Insisted that thej
piers belonged to the Shipping1

Board, and that whatever funds are
necessary for rehabilitation must
come frfihi the Board.

News reports of the scathing re-j!
port of the Hudson Grand Jury;|
tinally, however, had the effect It j
was bound to have. It brought to- '
get her Shipping Board apd Fleet
Corporation officials In conference
on how to meet the issue raised
by the action of the Grand Jury.
Subsequently, spokesmen of both
bodies lof>k the position that the |
report grossly exaggerated the con-,
dition of the piers. Admiral Pal- I
mer said: i

"The piers are not in a condition <
of dilapidation and do not con-
stitute an eyesore. So far as prae-
deal utility is concerned, the piers j
just as they are today are fit lo
use for their original purposes. I
base this statement upon reports
of daily inspections of the wharves,
piers nnd other property contiguous
the.roto. .

-I' am frank to admit," proceeded .
Admiral Palmer, "that we have, not
sought to beautify the property.
But. for utilitarian purposes, It Is In
good shape. It Is our policy to ;
look after the essentials in the way ,
of repairs, because we are looking
Into the future, ten or fifteen year*
and do not limit our v)ew to the ,
iminedlute present.1' , * I

Admiral Palmer did not think the •.
burned pier would be restored, cer- j
tainly not Immediately. That, he j

| said, was a matter for Congress and
'the Shipping Hoard to decide. So ;
! far as the superintendent's house ;
! is concerned, the head of the Fleet I,
Corporation doubted that the cor-,
poration was using that structure,1

and therefore had no incentive to
put it in apple-pit1 order.



TUESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 15, 1925.

GRAND JURY FINDS NO _
2XCUSE FOR RETAINING

PIERS
Government Is Sharply

n . Criticized for Action
MIGHT AS WELL SEIZE WHOLE PORT, IT IS

SAIDSHIPPING BOARD

It is no answer to this present-
ment to declare that the govern-
ment is exempt from taxation, a

well s t t l d i... . . . . . . . . , / t i i u m taxat lo
principle well settled in our con-
stitutional order; but it is to be ob-
served that where the government
steps outside of is governing func-
tion and enters the area of private
business, It occupies the status of
a business concern and Is subject
to all incidental obligations result-
lag from the necessities and re-
quirements of local government. In
numerous instances the government
has recognized this obligation, and
in the case of the Leviathan rt.cog-

u x i i i i i u j j i i L ) U l V £jl> j nlzes it in this instance In its deal-

ADVANTAGE AND CITY" OF HOBOKEN SUF- f^^^C^E Stl
P F R ^ ATFTTTTr V of 8 U c n proceedure as has been in-

dulged here will be doubly empha-
„ .. u » „„ niT,orils lze(1 l f t t l ( ! Shore Railroad betakenThe superintendent's houseion River H p another governmental

street which In pre-war days was a [j

E WHOLE PORT, IT IS
SAID—SHIPPING BOARD STEAMERS GIVEN
ADVANTAGE AND CITY
FERS ACUTELY.

That Federal retention since the
war of the former Hamburg
American mid North German
Lloyd piers in Hoboken for pri-
vate purpose is as indefensible aw
if the Government had forcibly-
taken over the entire New York
water front for private commercial

! uses is the declaration of Hudson
; County Grand Jury in a present-
i ment handed to Justice James F.
> Minturn today. i

The Grand Inquest, instructed
he Su C

he Grand Inquest, instr
the Supreme Court Justice
s t

d byH
in thejij
i t i ^

p Court Justice in thejij
summer to make an investigation^
of the pier situation in Hoboken,|'
declares that the property has do-:
terlorated during government oper-
ation and Its condition is a disgrace
to the government and a tlnanriiil

' hnndlcnp to the city.
The non-payment of (sixes by the,

V. S. Shipping Board, the present-)
ment continue i h

. pping Board, the pres
ment continues, gives that body an
undue advantage over competing

: -; "••"•" '•• I'-C-WBI ujiya was a • "' anotner governmpni-.i
beauty spot, is today more like a «*ency, in which event DrarTl?. 1
contagious disease hospital, some- th.?, «"«••• water front of this i f -
thing worthy of removal from ob- ™i!J be gormandized for nriv- !
?? r v a " " n - T h e superintendent of federal operation, while the . ^
the Shipping Board testified that a,s a result, must neTitablv ,,,. ', *'
since the Board took control no s |sned to the throesi of binkr ? " '
Improvements or betterments have , federal Invaslo?n of StatStf IT i7 '
been made to the property; that a f°r the operation of nriv^t S

serious fire took place on Pier 8 mercial enterprise must h* m
CiVni"

and that the Board simply aban- as Private business is limit lL r a l t e d :
dnoed the oier. leaving It in it. cannot n m ™ „_ '" "mited, and
dnoed the pier, leaving *"lt
present unsightly condition.

These are samples of the manner
in which this once attractive prop-
erty Is now kept, a standing argu-
ment against government control.

One of the great attractions to
this dock property In previous days
was the berthing there of the pres-
nt monster steamship Leviathan,

but even that attraction has been
removed to the City of New York,

n P a t e business Is limit L
l t s cannot proceed™ the theory' that

l l^Jl iV" ,of governmental authority_- „ „ , . .i.iwrM'ui a u t h o r i t y
exempts It, in a non-goven.mentaf
capacity, from the performance of
the ordinary obligations oldnary oblig
mercial life unless
n o u n d

com-s ol com-
die much de-
i hu..r.oD ine much de-

nounced Bolshevism is hereafter to
be the prototype of our national
busiiness life.

Due deliberation has convinced
us that the Congress of the United
States, upon the consideration

belief that Congress, with the sanc-
tion of the President, will aftt
due deliberation legislate HO as t
restore to Hoboken Its quota o
taxes, as well as to make provlsio
for the future. The charge In fu
follows:

The Grand Inquest of the County
to whom was referred by this hon
orable Court the inquiry as to th
financial conditions existing In th
City of Hoboken as a direct resul
of the taking over of the vast val
uable water front of that city b;
the Federal Shipping Board, and it
probable effect not only upon th«
city but upon the County and State
would respectfully make the follow
ing presentment:

Various witnesses, official an.
otherwise, In and about the city
have appeared before the Grand In
quest/, and have given testlmon
which in effect substantiates th
statements made by the presiding
justice of this honorable Court on
the opening day of the term.

The members of the Grand In
quest In a body also visited thl
pier property and inspected it unde
present conditions, and were able to
observe the marked deterioration
between this well-kept property un
der the former private ownership Oi
the German steamship companies
and its neglected and dilapidate!;
condition ~ '
agement.

When the

where the Shipping Board". 'accord-' the"se"views" wl» wiTh"'?."'

p r o p e r y •'• " P a s

that the

under the present man

property was taken
over by the Federal Governmen
the action was justified as a wat
measure, to which no citizen could
object; but, after the war, its re-
tention by the Federal Government
entirely for competitive business
purposes, Is as reasonable and justi-
fiable as though the Government
had forcibly occupied the entire
westerly shore front of the City oi
New «York for private competitive
commercial uses, thereby depr'vlng
that metropolis of its entire taxable
incoem from the water front.

The testimony befo -e us shows
that since the Shipping Board has
occupied this property nothing has

, been done to improve it, but it has
' deteriorated and lessened in value

by reason of government occupa-
tion. The docks are neglected, the
former official buildings havo either
burned down and have not been
rebuilt, or ha.ve become disreputable
by contrast with their former con-
dition owing to (he public neglect.
Anyone traveling over the Hoboken
ferry can observe the former dock
of the Hamburg American Cohipany
at the foot of Newark street, a
more pitiable and neglected condi-
tion of governmental indifference
cannot be Imagined. Its appearance
is simply a disgrace to the govern-
ment and a financial handicap to
the city. Rather than continue this
dock In its present useless condition
It should lit once be. torn

dollars per* day for the privilege of
berthing, while in Hoboken the
same Board pays nothing to the
city for the privilege of docking Its
necessary ships and obtains police
and fire protection gratis. Why the
Board contributes that sum to the
City of New York for a privilege
which it could enjoy free of charge
In Hoboken under present condi-
tions, remains to us a mystery.

The assessed valuation of this
pier property prior to 1918 was
$4,760,000. The present value of
th,e property is $12,000,000, not-
withstanding the decrepit condition
of the buildings. There Is due to
Hoboken, tIn- County and the State
from1 the Shipping Board $2,505,673.
up to 1925. The entire property, us
at present controlled, compels the
city to mistnin to date a net loss
of $3,088,541.

Iu 1918 the tax rate of the city
was $22.01, and In 1925, owing to
this tremendous deduction, amount-
ing to one-third of the city's assets,
it has increased to $47.60.

We are also informed by capable*
witnesses, that In the face of this
tremendous loss to the city, tha ;.
Shipping Board, acting the part of
a landlord, has collected almost ten
million dollars from various subor-
dinate agencies for dock privileges
and rentals, no part of which has
gone to the city in payment of tax >
arrears. As a matter of fact these
docks are now sublet by the Ship-
ping Board as a matter of private i .
business to other shipping concerns. '
from which a great revenue is an-
nually received, which In no sense j
is a public business, and of which :
not a dollar Is paid to the city. i

The fact that this vast accumu- ,
lation of taxes, realns in arrears
affects not only the financial stand- :
ing of the city, but necessarily af- j
fects the county and state in the '
payment of tjjeir. obligations con- '
-atcted upon the strength of the ;
hen existing assets of the city.

The non-payment of taxes giv*s /
:o this governmental board in Its
competitive Invasion of private busi-
ness an undue advantage over other i
competing companies, and while we
have no criticism to make of this
except upon ethical lines, we con- ;
ilemn the practice in this Instance :

because it is indulged at the ex-
pense of the taxpayers of Hoboken ;

:o the exclusion of the taxpayers
f the rest of the county. No rea-

lon Is apparent of policy or other- ,
wise which justifies the sacrifice of j
>ne-third of the assets of the tax- \
layers of that city for the purpose
if enabling a governmenal agency
o indulge In the prosecutilon of an

essentially private business.

a
t h efhaTth T

clal v in i*V m a y b e r e s t o r ^cially to its-ante-war status.
_ v.,, •!, iKspectmiiy sub-

mitted to this honorable court this
fifteenth day of September, 1U26.



Chamber of Commerce Puts
Pier Taxes Up to Coolidge

Asks President to Have Dalton,

Include Situation Here in His

Investigation

An Intensive effort will be made by
i the Hoboken Chamber of Commerce
j ti. have the government make a care-

ful study of the pier situation in the
city within the next few months. The
first step in this plan was a request
to President Coolidge to Include In
the Investigation of H. G. Dalton
who has been named by the presi-
dent to study such problems, to take
in tlio Hoboken pier situation. The
letter was sent yesterday by Fred-
erick K. Hopkins, president of the
chamber, and A. W. Cô Rn, manager.

The Chamber of Commerce, as well
as other bodies and Individuals, are
prepared to fight to the utmost to
have the piers, now under govern-
ment control and non-taxable, re-
turned to private ownership, to en-
able the city to secure taxes from
them. Probably the biggest step to
be taken In behalf of the city will
be by the Associated Service Clubs
of Hoboken, which includes the Kl-
wanls, Rotary, Lions and Zonta. i

The Hoboken clubs will send circu- I
lars to all their clubs In the country 1
with the request that petitions be
forwarded by them to their represen-
tatives In Congress for Immediate
aid to the city. Such a step would
demand attention by the government.

In addition to this nation-wide
movement, fraternal organizations in
Hoboken will undoubtedly take up
the program, and communicate with
Washington officials.

The telegram to President Cool-
idge, from the Chamber, says:
, "Referring to our previous confer-
ences relative to the payment of
taxes to the City of Hoboken on the
piers now held by tho Shipping
Board, would it be possible to have
H. G. Dalton include this In his In-
vestigation and make specific recom-
mendations. The tax situation in
Hoboken is growing more acute every
day, due to the non-payment of taxes
on this property."

DEFIES CHAMBER
TO OPPOSE THE

it

Chairman Flings Challenge
at Hoboken Organ-

ization.
N

Characterizing the Port Authority
as an agency that has been or-
ganized to handle all problems of
the port of New York as ono great
whole with the interests of both
States always in the fore, Juilian
T. Gregory, chairman of that body,
appeared before the Jersey Marine
Club yesterday and defied any organ-
tlon or any one man to overthrow it.
as was told in yesterday's Final
(Pink) Edition of the Jersey ob-
server.

In direct l inger to A. W. Coffin,
manager of the Hoboken Chamber
of Commerce, who was present .tt
the session and who endeavored I
recently to have a legislative probe I
of the Port Authority's legal status, j
Mr. Gregory asserted that "those ,'
who make I'lallclotis attacks upon,
the action of the Port Authority are}
butting their heads against a stone ;
wall, for no one mini or organiza-
tion is big enough to stop it."

Representatives of the. Rotary.
Kiwanis and Lions' Clubs', together
with delegations from steamship '
lines and railroads" brought the at- t
tendance at the Grand Hotel, Hud- I
son and Third streets, to the over- ,"
flow point.

The speaker expressed it as his
wish thiit instead of sending out
newspaper statements and attacking
the bridge building proposition,
I hose who criticise the Port Au-
thority's action would meet with
I hem. and proffer their views on
whatever problem they were specl-
IUally interested in. lie asserted
that the Port Authority would pur-
chase tho Jersey Junction Railroad
and the Hoboken Shore Line, and
added that in doing so the official*
of the body had the interests of all
railroads and all prospective ship-
ping companies which might center
in Hoboken al heart.

He neglected to say whether or
not Hie property would be included
among Hoboken's tax ratables, and
<U) this question—vitally important
to those present—he was not ques
tioned. Despite the fact that th"
opportunity for questioning was al-
lowed thohe present, Fred Hopkins,
president of the local Chamber: A.
W. Coffin, manager, and Randolph
lluus, director of the Bureau of i
AlunicipaJ Research, all of whom j
were present, fulled to take advan- ,
tage of it. A literal barrage of CI-OH.J
questioning as to the aim of the
Port Authority was expected, but

i up to the adjournment of the ses-
1 sion no one had quizzed Gregory on

tl'.e local questions.
"What we are trying to do," said I

Gregory, "in the purchase of these j
railroads is to show other railroads j
that the blind competition they urc \
indulging in is not to their advan- I
tage. We are not Bolshevists. We f
are not impractical men. Do you
suppose we will take upon ourselves
Lite operation of a railroad?

The Jersey waterfront, with the.
exception of the Manhattan shore!
is the most valuable waterfront |
property in the. Wjirlii, but there is1

no unified agency,to effectuate its
real importance. *"Hau you been
one great municipality, it would
have been handled efficiently, and
It is my belief that the Port Au-
thority with Its efforts of adjust
ment IK doing a great service here"

PORTBOARD
RETORT SHOWS

IT AGGRESSIVE
Hoboken Criticism Resented—
Announcement of Intention to

lake Over Shore Railroad

•UK

Incident to a ruply he mad yester-
d.i v to the charges by A. W. Coffin,
secretary ot th« Hoboken Chamber
<•' Commerce, that the 1'ort of N'.'W
> nik Authority is operating in a mau-
?i'T I'lit'igonl.stic to tiie interests uf
Xew Jersey, Julian A. Gregory, presi-
dent of the Port Authority announeoJ
tla* at it i.oiiterence with Seeref'.ry
ol V.'us Ijavis In Washington todiv
k will endeavor "to settle • * • tin;
terms el' our acquisition of tho >.!< •
l:e!<en Shore Line liailroad."

The rtatenicnt of Mr. Gregory w:is
In reply to the message tho Hono-
l<en clumber sent to the Uriglit
legislative Investigating commit let;,

| soliciting Us intervention te siudy
Ibe ramifications of tin- Port Author-
ity into the linuncial affairs of f.'evv

j Jersey municipalities. Mr. Gregory
Includes a question that indicates
suspicion on his part of sinister ino-
t i \ c.

Insinuates D.. L, & W. Is Active.
From this wxs taken the Implica-

tion that the Uickawanna Kallroad
is Interested in opposition to ilv?
Port Authority. That company haw
been anxious t> get tlie Shore Ijiw.
heretofore, but War Department otii-
eials are said to favor transfer of il (
to the Port Authority as one of tho
linen to lie used in developing port
facilities as a whole,

In his staternont, Mr. Gregory
notes, as did Chairman Bright in his
reply to Mr. Coffin's mt.'smige, that
the Port Authority activities have
been investigated already by a spe-
cial joint legislative committee from
this state and from NRW York.

Mr. Gregory's statement wa sas
follows:

After saying he had read Mr. Cof-
fin's statement with "both amaze-
ment and amusement" and that th"
Hoboken opinion of tho Port Au-
thority's project differed with thotje
of 1,'JW and engineering experts, Mr.
Gregory went on to >;ay:

Hope to Settle Today.
"It so happens that we are s°ing

to Washington tomorrow to settle
with the Secretary of War the terms
of our acquisition of the UMioken
.Shore Line Hailroad, In accordance
with congressional legislation last
year.

"Private interests In Hoboken have
sought to acquire this railroad and '
tried unsuccessfully to block the '
legislation in Congress. A. W. Cof- •
fin's statement comes at a time when ;
the Port Authority is ready to take '
over the property in tho interest of
the whole port district and to build j
the Staten Island bridges as author
ized by the two states.



ELKS HEOBEST
CONGRESS /IGT

ON PIER TAXES
Resolutions Passed by Ho-

boken Lodge Demand
Immediate Action.

The Hoboken Lodge of Klks has
ordered printed and forwarded to
Kepresentiitives and United States
Senators, a set of resolutions re-
iiuestlng- immediate consideration of
ihe Hoboken pier .situation. The
appeal for immediate consideration
of Hoboken's water front and tax
problem Is directed to President
Coolidge and to the Secretary uf
War.

Members of the lodge at a recent
meeting took formal action on the
matter when the resolutions were
adopted. They are. as follows:

"Whereas, during the late war,
the Government .of the United
States took over the piers of the
German Steamship Companies in
the City of Hoboken. under the
guise of a war measure, to be held
by it for war purposes and during
the period of Hie war: and

"Whereas, after the termination
of the war, the Government of the
United States retained, und still
retains the said pier property which
it uses entirely for competitive busi-
ness purposes, unconnected with
and foreign to the purpose for
which the said properties were
taken* over; and

"Whereas, since the seizing of the.,
said properties, the City of Hobo i
ken hftfl given to the Government :
police a'll fire protection for which!
ihe Government, has not paid, and
has In other respects protected tlmi
said properties; und

"Whereas, because of the taking;
over by the Government of the*
"aid properties, (be same were
xempt from taxation, which ma-

le.rlally affected the tax rates of
ihe city; an 1

"Whereas, there i« now due to
the city, county and State, from
(he Shipping Board, the ugeney of
I lie Government, in the operation of
ihe said piers, the bum of $2,505,-
i;7S. up to 1925. witli an additional
lax for the present year, bringing
up the net loss to $3,088,541, to
which the city, county and State

H ire rightfully entitled in their pro
S portions: and
"i "Whereas, the administration of

ihe City of Hoboken, the two Unit
• d States Senators, the Congress
men from this district, the Cham-'
iipr of Commerce, and other civic1

rind Interested bodies have attempt
ed at nume.'OUR times during the
past few years, to effect a .solution:
of the problem which confronts
ihe city and to obtain the return
of the piers; and have even pre-
sented the onse to the late Presi-
dent Harding and President Cool-
idge; but no relief, nor even en-
eouragement, has been offered to
the city; an 1

"WhereaB, the Government of tho
United States, by its conduct and
its seemingly persistent arbitrary
attitude, lias violated the lights of
the State, of the city and of its
people, and such violation and re-
fusal to give heed to the demand
of the City of Hoboken for its
rights, has aroused its citizenry and
ihe people of the entire State, as
evidenced by the charge of Supreme
Court Justice .lames K Minium to
ihe Hudson County Grand Jury,
which Grand Jury returned a pre-
sentment on September 125, 1925,
indicting, as it were, the Govern-
ment for the seizure, and seeking
the consideration of Congress for
legislation restoring to the City of
Hoboken its quota of taxation with-
held, and making proper provision
for the restoration financially to Its
ante-war status; and

"Whereas, we, the members of
Hoboken Lodge No. 74, of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of
Klks of the United States of Amer-
ica, being1 for the most part citi-
zens of the City of Hoboken and of
adjacent communities, and realizing
the seriousness of the situation and
the need for immediate beneficial

/action on the part o,'. the Congress II
at the United States; und deeming!
it our duty to exert what means j
we can upon the proper authorities!
'" afford .to the City of Hoboken I

CONGRESS ACTS ON EDGE PLAN
TO ALLOW HOBOKEN TO TAX

THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED PIERS
as
n

Names Senator 'to Act a
• Chairman of Commission

to Study Local Situation
-—Will Get Appropriation
for Survey and Report
Back Within Two Years.

IS FIRST REAL MOVE
TO RELIEVE THE CITY

J11" commission,
u i e JJ | ]KO , . p H 0 , u t .

Senato

o eary
.Tones of
appointed
a it

I
relating

away to

Si"'cial Dispatch to Jorsfy Observe
.l«"rn(\y Ol>s>'rver H u r r a it,

W n H l i i n e t o M , K I T . I t .
ir Kdge'H resolution

to the Hoboken docks got
to early start today, when Chairman

the Commerce Committee
. - a. sub-committee with Kdge

as its chairman to make a prelimi-
nary report to the full committee.

Besides, Kdge, the following Sena-
tors were named: McJVary, Johnson,
Fletcher and Ran.sdell. Senator Kdge
announced immediately that
ing would be hold this
which it is hoped letter:

it is finally
the terms of j

nature and
revenue to tin
occasioned by
sition rind ow
States of properties wliii
ubjeet to taxation by the State or

sub-division.
ft 'will estimate the annual cost

to the Federal Government If. such
properties were subject, to local and
state taxation, an they would be if
privately owned. Ft will ascertain
whether .similar conditions exist in
other countries and what policy has
been nilnnf"1 '-•• each country in

^,, vi
and Commerce
flecti nd re

cabinet
proposition.

th

a meet-
week, at

from the
Treasury

^,u.,niirrce will be on hand re-
flecting tho views of thcs<
members on the Edge

Jt is proposed in the resolution
that the four secretaries be consti-
tuted a'joint commission to investi-
gate and report its findings before
the end of I!I27. An appropriation
of $50,000 will allow the appointment.
of a secretary, counsel, experts and
such other employes MM may be
deemed necessary.

As heretofore told, the object ojf
Senator Kdge's resolution is to find
a way to tax the Hoboken doek
property for the purposes
City of Jloboken,

, fliat the property nan been taken
over by the United States Govern-
ment and is being operated by
Federal power.

The Senator fully understands
'hat his proposal would be rash
uere it intended, to apply to
ordinary forms of Federal
ft i.s not intended so to apply, but
merely to property devoied to pure-
ly commercial purposes by the
Federal Govern*"-*

in
ions of g e

such

i.s
any

' that
its

investiga-
authorized

State or I

adopted by
respect thereto.

Finally the commission is clwrgcd
with the duty of determining the
most practical and equitable meth-
od to be adopted by the United
States 'government in relieving the
State and sub-dlvisi—
burdens.

In the conduct of its
tions, the commission
to co-operate- with
political .sub-division.

Provision i.s inmli
mission shall report
gether with any re<
that may be thought necessary, ,,
the first regular session of the Sev-
entieth Congress, vvhclh is t\\;<
years off.

Senator Edge wrote to the foui
Secretaries—Dwifiht \V. Pa vis, Cur-
tis W. Wilbur, Andrew Mellon and
Herbert Hoover—lust week,
them to outline their
proposal, and hopes
in hand for the first
sub-committee

the com-

asking
views of l l l s

to have replies '
meeting of his .

Week.

just, and
18th day of

such relief as ma.\
appropriate, on this
September, 1925, do

"Resolve that the Congress of the
United States, und the Secretary of
War, are hereby requested to im-
mediately consider the lloboken
pier situation with the view of af-
fording the relief wliieh the city
has so lonsf sought; and be it
further

"Resolved, Hint a copy, of tills
resolution be sent to United States
Senators Edge and Kdwards, and'
all the Senators and Congressmen j
of the United States, the Secretary
of War, and the President of the
United States.

"I, George I). Kuneken, Secre-
tary of Hoboken Lodge Xo. 74,
I!. P. O. K, do hereby certify that
the foregoing Is a , true copy of a
resolution duly adopted at a regu-
lar meeting of Hoboken Lodge No.
74, R I'. O. K., held at itH club
house on September IX, 1925."



HUDSON DISPATCH, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1925.

Mackay Battles Simpson And
Fallon on Port Authority

Turbulence at Senate Hearing—
Charges of Railroad Meddling

—Hoboken Taxes Again

FIGHTS FOR HOBOKEN

Turbulence, to a degree that was
extraordinary for a hearing by a
Senate committee, marked the sit-
ting litre today of tho Bright legis-
lative Investigation commission when
it sought to ascertain the powers
of the Forth of New Y6rk Authority
and especially whether undertakings
of the Authority carried with them
the credit of the State to support
bond issues, such as those author-
ized for Elizabeth and Perth Am-

; boy bridges to Staten Island and
planned for the For Lee bridge.

Standing out during the continu-
ous five hour session was the de-
claration of Julian A. Gregory of
Kast Orange, chairman of tho Port
Authority, "Htut the credit of the
Slate cannot be pledged under the
Port Authority law of this State

and Wie treaty with New York be) j
cause any enterprise the Authority
undertakes must be self-supporting.)
State Senator Arthur Pierson lateiH
on pointed out tho law compellet}
the Port Authority to prove "eco^
nornlc necessity" before it could
ceed with a project.

Denial of Super-Sovereignty.
Mr. Gregory denied at the start ».,

the hearing, that the Port Authority)
was a super-state or a super-govern-
ment but only an instrumentality oil
the e-tates of New York and New! •
Jersey to effect a common purposed

In answer to questions as to whatjj'
tho Fort Authority had accomplish-!-
ed, what it had saved the taxpayers,!'
whether it shou'd have u.ore povverlf
and whether iii his opinion theif
bridge bonds affected «tate credit,!!
Mr. Gregory replied: "If the Port']
Authority is not worth $100,000 u'\
year to the people of New Jeivey, jf

Illtc!

JOHN J. FALI ON »
Mackay and Fallon at It.

Senator Mackay ami Corporation
uinsel John J. Fallon. of Hoboken,
u" ligured lif a clash. Mr. Fallon

i . •• a u o n

attacked the Port Authority for

y o e pople of New Jeivey.jf
they should stop it at once and le',ris- jout of of lice."

commissioners
The!
re-

late its ofllcinlH
Fort Authority
ceive no salary.

Charge of "Railroad Fight"
Senator Arthur X. Pierson of Union li

| County charged the, inquisition \vsix|!
initiated by the railroads in a contest

| against tho Foi t Authority "The
I whole thing is a railroad light," Sen-
ator Pierson remarked. The remark
wax interjected when Albert C. Wall,
'•f riiinisi'l for the New York Central
Ilallroad, read the telegram sent to
him to nttend. including discussion
of the question whether tho bonds
would bo a charge on the credit of
tho state.

Mr. Wall spoke after Mnximilan At.
Stallman, who is on the law staff of
the D. I,. & W. Railroad. Mr. Stall-
man urged a court le;;t of the ques-
tion about the bonds as a means of
insuring undoubted validity when Is-
sued. Mr. Wall gave, it as his opin-
ion that it is "highly necessary there
should be a complete cralilleation of
the powers of the Port Authority. Mr
Stallman and Mr. Wall took care to
say their utterances were personal
and not the, representatives of then
railroad clients.

Kef erring to this incident later, Mr
-Oregory said he expected there would
be litigation over any activity of the
Fort Authority.

Mackay in Clash.
Tim hearing accentuated the clash |

'netween the Bright committee a n d *
tlie interstate committee, appointed If
<•• pecially to study the question of
taxation of Port Authority property
JI ibis state and in New York. Sena-
tor .Mackay, u member of the latter
body, resented the intervention ol tho
Bright committee.

Senator Mackay wiio is interested
a Ions with all Bergen county in the

. 'instruction of the proposed bridge
between Fort Leee and New York,
objected to the lirlght probers inter-
fering at this late date and clashed

I with Senator Bright for conducting
an investigation into he same- ques-
I'lon. Snator Simpson, of Hudson, a
member of the Bright committee,
pointed mil that it. wan not the inten-
tion of the Bright committee to tnke
IIVI r the task of tlie special body of
which Mackay Is a member, lie said
it was planned by the probers to
make u general survey of tho entire
situation.

During the course of his remarks,
Simpson referred to the fact that

Mackay was sitting with the Bright
committee by courtesy of the other
member?. The insertion nt once
drew (ire.

"I did not ask to sil with the com-
mittee," snapped Mackay. "And
would prefer to light from the floor.
I am hero to protect the people of
North Jersey."

Later, he told Senator Bright that
,i he'wanted to supercede the special
I1 iiimlttee, he us » member was
ready, to quit.

to take ratables away
M run Hoboken and also of trying to
j., acquire the pier properties now owii-
1*H! by the federal government. Ho.

lid the city is suffering a l.iss of j
about $700,000 a yqar and mentioned
that whereas the tax rate had been
about $22 on the $1,000 before the
war, it is now about $47 and may bu
.*52 next year.

The Senator elicited admissions
that the tax rate would have in-
creased even if the piers had not
been taken from the ratables. Mr.
Fallon said tlie elimination of them
made a difference of abjut $7 In tho
tax rate.

A. W. Coffin, manager of the Ho-
boken Chamber of Commerce, alsom e r of Commerce,
assailed the Port Authority for
efforts to secure tax exemption. He
insisted that Hoboken did not want
to interfere with any of the bridge
building plans. Frederick K. Hopkins,
president ot the Chamber of Com-
merce, also protested against the
elimination of taxable*.

Coffin Makes Charges
Mr. Coffn made the charge the

Fort Authority operated to prevent
New Jersey securing the benefit of
favorable location in tax rates, in
competition with New York City, lie
said the Port Authority stood for im-
position of the same rates in New
Jeivey as in New York despite the
co.'-i of lightering acro.s'o the Hudson
and the bay.

Mr. Kallon quoted Governor Smith
of New York, as recently stating tl.nt
the Forth Authority originated in
the belief that if a. Port District were
not established to embrace territory
in the two states, New Jersey would
ultimately get the differential to
which U was entitled by reason of
location. As to this Mr. Gregory made
no statement, except to tell the Fort
Authority was established by tlx<
Legislature and that it is omy the
agent ot tlie two Hates. Mr. Gregory
also said it could not l,o disestablish-
ed without Hie consent of New l'orlt.

Ouate Hort bocy s Counsel.
Mr. Fallow and .W. Collin, refer-

red to statements by Julius II. Co-
hen, counsel lor the fort Autnorlyt,
to President Coolidge. and to the
.Military Affairs committee of tne
House of Kepre.-cntatives In Wash-
ington. These were quoted lroin dis-
cussions regarding tno piun of the
Fort Authority to acquire the Shore
Line Railroad in lioboken, paying
the government with Port Author-
ity bonds. .Mr. Coffin said the road
w now loHiiig S'liO.uOO or $7t),000 a
year.

To a question by President Cool-
idge, as to how tiic Fort Authority
cou.d meet iuiereot on the bonus,
Mr. Cohen was quoted as saying:
"Oh, tho great state.* of New York
find New Jersey will take care of
that."

At the hearing before tlie House
committee, the quotation ascribed to
Mr. Cohen was:

"A deficit of $1,000,000 in any year
is not enough to break the states ol
New York and New Jersey. They
would have to meet the problem IM
to whether or not the Fort Author-
ity should have an appropriation to
nialre up that dellcit. We do not
like to talk about that."
.The Hoboken representative charged

that the Port Authority had (secured
State and Federal legislation
through misrepresentation and thai
having 11 rat declared to the taxation
of property- it acquired later had
reversed itself. *

;*--"»]j0 j i,.,vo t() ] j s l P ] | n, that'."'
nsked Mr. Gregory. Senator Bright
told him that he could "leave the
room" if lie did not desire to listen.
eH stayed but took the precaution"
to note on the record that silence on
his i ii would itot moan assent.

{ Support For Port Authority.
Outside of the Hoboken men and

the railroad lawyers, all the speak-
i ers bucked the I'oi't Authority. With
> Sen-i'or Mackay was a big delegation
from P.orgen county, including Cor-
nelius Unreinus, who sought the Ite-
Muhll'-nn nomination for Governor I
last Juno. Mayor Kdward White i f
Fort l.ee, spoke vgorously in sup-
port. With him was Judge ,lames
IX M"(ii'e. Grantwood sent Arthur j
.1. Kooney, Judge Arthur M.' Acnew. {
11 hn Donnelly and P. ,1. Carney. |
George H. Be^k'man represented I
Palisade's.

Jacob W. Binder, of llackenwick,
headed the Bergen delegation a..d
appeared as representative of several
organizations of that city. lie
brought from Jtidgewood, in addition
to Mr. Doremus, Calvin Bogert, Dr.
John B. Hopper, George A. Stanley
and Fred A. Tetor. Pa.erson sent
John J. Fitzgerald nnd lOmll Gall-
man, representing its Chamber i ".
Commerce, to co-operate vith Ber-
gen county.

Pnssniu city was represented by
Assemblyman F. A. Campbell and V.
A Reinhold.

Advocates of the Port Authority
even more vigorous came from
Union and Middlesex counties. Many
of the speakers demanded that the
powers of the Part Authority be
broadened, even giving to It the right
of subpoena and of condemnation.

At the close of the session, Sen-
ator Simpson commented:

"We .shJUld eltller uphold the Port
Authority and give this agency of the
state all the power it needs, or
wipe It out of business."



m

TO FIGHT LEASING >
OF HOBOKEN PIERS

In an attempt to offset the pros-
peclive plan of the U. 8. Govern-1
ment to lease the upper section 'ofWr
the several piers on the Hoboken!
waterfront, which have been in con- j . ,
Irol of the Shipping Board siiuo
the World War as .storage wanv j . .
houses, a delegation of the Ho-'tj&
boken Chamber of Commerce will H
go to Washington, 1). C, on TueJs- ^
day to combat arguments to bring '}N
such a proposition Into effect. [ j
President Frederick K. Hopkins, ac- !'|§
eoinpanied by John Ferguson and ̂ 8
H. K. S. Wilson, will comprise thejj*
delegation. . • ;, t£>

Tho Chamber of Commerce's ac- !,"•,'•:
lion Is prompted by the receipt of
a report that the Atlantic Tide
Water Terminal Company applied
to the Government for Pier No. 1,
to be used as a storage warehouse.
ft is felt that the granting of »uch
a request would do great injury to
th*. CKyi in the way of offering

m

I'orn petition to local warehouse
merchants.

Hoboken has been done a gross
injustice by the failure of the Gov-.
eminent to relinquish the piers to|
the city. Since its acquisition at?
the time of the war, the City has

i suffered the loss of close to $8,000.-
000 In tax revenue. During the
period of the world conflict, tho
piers were used for transportation
purposes for the Government use,
but the war has long been over.
The Government has not only re-
fused to release its jurisdiction on
the piers, but have put them in

; use for docking- of Government ves-
sels engaged in commercial trans-
portation. The Chamber of Com-',
merce feels that if the upper see- <
tlon of Pier No. 1 is leaaed as a
storage warehouse, another injustice
will be done on the part of ' the
Government in dealing with the Ho-
boken pier situation.

The delegation will appear before,
the sub-committee which was ap-!
pointed with the adoption Of a reso-i
lutlon introduced by Senator Walter |
E. Edge, for the purpose of recom-}
mending a policy to compensate and |
reimburse Hoboken for the loss of
tax revenue during the Govern-
ment's supervision of the piers.

,The sub-committee 18 composed of
'four Cabinet officers. The hearing
was aaked by the Chamber of Com-
merce, following the action of Its
board of directors at Its last ses-
sion, and was arranged by Senator
Edge, who will be present on Tues-
day.

TJia injustice done to the city of
hoboken by the Federal government
ltes(been recognized and admitted by
nearly every one in authority. High
administration officials, Senators and
Representatives, all concede that
Homething should be done to right
'the wrong done at the greatest port
cf embarkation during tho World
AVar. Everyone appear anxious to do
•something to help, but the obstacle
is a fear that if. taxes are paid to
Hoboken on" the pier properties, a
precedent may1 be established which

j will be used in other cities and states
j lo make claims upon the Federal •
, Treasury. This is mainly true as it
I effects western states.

a,;] The Federal government holds title'
jp"j to millions of acres of lands in west- i
;.• ein states. These- include govern-
X jnent parks, preserves, ranges, Irrl-
1 sation projects and waste spaces.

Many of the western states feel they
j should receive Borne sort of revenue
!?• from these lands held by the na-
(y lional government.

j Source of revenue arc, however,
vj inovlded for some of the states in
-{ •which these lands are situate. On
i *uch tracts of land where grazing
! rights are rented by the Federal gov-
1 ernment to ranchers and others a
; substantial percentage of «uch rev-

enue is turned over to the states to
i he used for road building, and maln-
I tenance of Schools in the districts or

countries wherein the grazing lands
la}'/

«• Uses Mint urn's Charge.
,Mr. Auf der Heide plans also to

bring to the attention of Congress
'•••}l ilia fact that the situation was the
'"' object of judicial attention in the

Xew Jersey courts when Supreme
t'ourt Justice Minturn charged the
fudson County grand jury last April
i inquire into the matter.
•Justice Minturn told the jury that

"the sum now due Hoboken for city,
• ounty and state taxation for the
yeara 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923,
!«24 totals $2,373,777. He said this
sum means $4 additional taxation
upon every $1,000 of valuation paid
hy the Hoboken taxpayer to allow

i the Federal government to exempt
I if self from all taxation. To this is

now added the taxes for 1925.
Tha general bill will apply to all

property the government owns which
is "not solely used for public pur-
poses and ronto /•.- - " •

HOBOKEN RELIEF
ACTSPUTINBY

AUF DER HEIDE
Measures Provide For Payment of

Almost $3.000.000—Bill
Also For Future Taxes

"I ou;Jt
fthe

.„ _—*. .»i jmunc pur-
poses and rents or other emoluments
*.-» derived therefrom." "Such prop-
erty," the bill provides, "shall be
subject to tax by the niunieipalitj
i'r which the property is situate."

i<t>rity is given tho municipality
enrol-to the tax. The tay bill would
sent to th» Secretary of the

Wl PIER LAND

Special To The Hudson Dispatch.
Trenton, Dec. 14.—Measures by

which he hopes to have the United
Htates government recoup the city
pt Hoboken to the extent of. almost
>:i,000,000 were introduced in the
House today by Representative Auf
der Helde. The series consists of a
joint resolution and two bills.

Mr. Auf der Helde proposes in the
rtiear future to present the entire Ho-
Pboken matter to President Coolidge,
and hopes that the justice of the
cause will enlist the aid of the Presi-
dent. Mr. Auf der Heide hopes to
have the President recommend to
Congress that relief be given to Ho-
boken in view of the special, and
?Ven unique, conditions on Which the
jity'S; claim is based.

Other Members Sympathetic.
The fact that the, piers are used

!or commercial purposes, from
which the government derives a fair
profit, is the main point upon which

I ucmand for Hohoken's relief Will be
I made. The piers and pier projrerty
•ji.ro not used exclusively for public

purposes. They are profitable rev- j
-nue-produclng agencies of the gov-j

i Tiiment as engaged in commercial i
' -'titerprises and competing with
I American-owned private c orpora-
) lions. Members of Congress from
j other states to whom Mr. Auf der

J, Heide has spoken about the bills ad-
Q mit tho equity of the recoupment
*,] proposition.
:> A publicity campaign has been

| mapped out by Corporation Counsel
j John J. Fallon, of Hoboken, who
I drafted the bills Mr. Auf der Heide

si introduced. He is actively aided by,
g! the Chamber of Commerce and the
»': lervico clubs.of the city.
i Futur* Taxes Provided For

Under the terms of the proposed
legislation, Hoboken would bo com-
pensated in one bill for back taxes
and also for taxes of 3926 and subse-
quent years. Upon enactment of one

•/of the measures, a general one, ail
j real property, title to which is vested
i In the United States or any of its

agencies, and which is not used en-
I l i rely for public purposes, would be
I subject to local taxation. This would j
I apply ^throughout the country. i

Would Interfere With' Effort
to Collect Taxes on

Local Piers.
The Hoboken City Commissioners

should not adopt a resolution as
proposed by Postmaster August
<iraf, requesting the United States
Shipping Board to release the en-
tire- plot of ground on ̂ he cast of
t lie present 1'ostoffice Building, for
I lie erection of a new structure, in
view of the fact that, the city had
petitioned Congress for the pay-
ment of lost taxes by the requisi-
tion of Its piers. Such was I lie
advice contained - In a communica-
tion read yesterday from Corpora-
tion Counsel .John J. Gallon, Hi1..

Corporation Counsel Kallon also
l(iok the negative side in the pro-
posal made by Harry W. Lane,

.president of tin.1 Memorial Day
Ntlr?ery. of the I'nited Aid So-|!
e'ety. for a yearly appropriation o f j
$t,!J"O for the inaintainence of the If
nursery. His couiinuuicalion read: '
"1 am returning lo you encloo <l

i t iewi l l i the letter bearing date of
jVjSvember K). 1925, addressed to
JOU by Harry W. Langc. president
of the Memorial Day Nursery of
t Ije I'nited Aid Society, requesting
you to appropriate lite sum of
$li5<>0 towards tile purpose of said
.society. I am obliged to advise you
thkt you are unauthorized to make
siicli appropriation."

, Allot her matter placed in thej
hands of Corporation Counsel Kal-
lop was relative lo the purchase of
f'ity bonds of companies of othei
States. Several days ago ,an in-
(tdjry on the subject was made by
H« H. Phinny, executive secretary
(iff the New .ler.sey State League of

. .vfcnlcapallties. Kullon sent M i .
I'&tnny (lie following letter:

;,l)ear Sir: Your letter of No-
v(5ftil>er IS, addressed lo the City
<S>mtnissloners of Hoboken. with
reference to the New York law re-
(deleting the purchase of bonds of
municipalities outside of New York
Slate in excess of 7 per cent. The
Cfty cf Hoboken would like to see
a.'change affected in said lnu, as
JlidicMtcil by your foresaid letter."

*•" communication was received

Joseph I'1. A iitenrlel li, president
of' the Hoard of Public I'tility Com-
:nissioners. in the form of a com-
munication, notified the hoard that
HIP 'commission approved the ap-
plication made by Counselor Al-
bert J. King, in behalf of the Hi l l -
side Bus Lin In'nlc Hns Line. Inc., for municipal
permits to operate thirteen buses

route between Hoboken ami

I I .

•on t l
Kail-view.

bui ld ing Inspector .low 'ph
''i lnniiitigs submitted his yc.irly re-
port, which showed that he li.nl
collected in feen the sum of $•_'.4."> I.
A monthly report w.i.s rendered i,v
City Clerk Daniel T. Haggerly for
December staling that the sum of
S"ft.Mi bad been paid in fees tor
miscellaneous licenses.

The renewal of twenty-five l i -
i enses for approval for places to
M)I1 limit or brewed beverages con-
taining1 less than one-half of 1 per
•fifl.l. of alcohol by volume. Twel
hick license.'.1 wen

renewed.

whom the nV«V•*:;'£«: 1 J? A. W. Von' M i K Shom the matter wa
The letter reads as follows;

"1 am returning to yon enclosed
.herewith a letter bearing ' l i t1 ' " '
jNpvember IS, addressed to you by
August Gruf, Postmaster of tin1

City of Hoboken. He suggests that
n 'resolution be adopted roquqost-
ing the Shipping Board to release
tile entire plot of ground directly
hthlnri the present I'ostoliire Build-
IO|J. In view of the fact tliat you.
Il l 'behalf of the taxpayers of Ho-
Itfkbn, have been petitioning Con-
flfess to require H payment of taxes
on the property operated Iiy the
I'hitod Htat.es Shipping Board. It
vauld be inadvisable, in my opinion,
for you lo comply with tin1 request
ol Mr. <!raf."

_ ..,.11, > iiniiiiaiKier

of. the Corpora l Chr is A. Mohr, Jr.,
Post No. 158, Veterans of Fore ign
\V'8rs. i nv i t i ng the, members of the
iVftord of Commissioners lo a t tend
Hie open meet ing and insta l la t ion
o f officers of the. post and the
A r t h u r Duffy Aux i l i a r y ,to be held
in, the a u d i t o r i u m of St. I'.iul's
Church at 814 Hudson street, lo-
ntfcrrow evenng at S:.'iil o 'clock. It
Witts voted to at tend in a body.
\~At the suggestion of Ac t ing Mayor

Bach. Herman \V. .Schmidt.
.. er, of L'2H Park avenue, was

[elected a member of the S ink ing
nd Com pa ny lo r a peri inl i ii

I h r i ' f years, be^inninf; January I.
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TRUCK TRAFFICP ^
AH Other Thoroughfares Clearec

Members of Exchange Club
Are Told

Disapprove
Governmen

That nearly every other street in J
Iloboken is kept cleared of snow ex- J

. cept River street was the assertion
- Made at yesterday's lunchon of thp[

Tilarino Club, which decided to call:
the attention of Commissioner Lon-j
dilgan to the matter.

Those present seemed to feel that '
It was unjust to neglect the thor-.
otighfare that carries the heaviest
traffic. It was reported that the1

snow on River street had caused i-
tf-rlous delay to trucks making the>[,
v-.'iy to the piers. |

During the discussion one of the!!
ricmbers facetiously remarked that
perhaps the city administration did
not feel justified In carrying oft the
snow from property like that con-
trolled by the United States Ship-

. ping Board, facing River street,
which pays no taxes. Because of̂
ti.is situation it was deemed advis-i1

T'ble, In bringing the subject to the
attention of the commissioners, to
lave the petition presented by ship-,1

ping interests that pay their share J

r f the municipal expenses.
Harbor PoJice.

The matter of harbor police protec-
tion was also mentioned briefly.
.President Irving Bartlett announced
that the subject would be discussed
at. a meeting of the Maritime Ex-
change in New York, January 19,
;nd that it was planned to interest
Jersey's new Governor In the mat-
ter. >!,

The principal address was deliv- '..
i red by Robert Hand of New York, s
manager of the, marine department |

' uf the Standard Oil Company, who '
set forth his views regarding Diessel'
engines and their use by the Stan- ,'

1 dard Oil Company. Their chief ad- |
vantage, he explained, was theld de-
creased fuel consumption, leaving
more room for freight. He said that
many of the defects of the Diessel
had been overcome since the early
i.;. y s.

He said that the Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey is putting
J uessels In all its new craft and that
sixteen new tankers which Standard

i Oil is having built in Germany are
Irins equipped with Diessels. Asked
why the vessels were being built in
liermany instead of In this country.
li said it was because of the great
difference in the Office of labor and
1 lie greater experience that Euro-
jeans have had with the Diessel.

i One of the visitors at the luncheon
was T. S. Williams, secretary to the
general marager of the Lackawanna,

> who was the guest of Mason F.
tirymes.

Leasing Piers
CREATES UNFAIR COMPETITION

SAYS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
I WHICH WILL PROTEST TO EDGE

Hopkins and Wilson Will Select
hird Member of Committee to
Make Washington Trip—
Point Out What Happened
With Private Owned Ware-
houses in Brooklyn

AGAINST GOVERNMENT
REGULATION OF PRICES

After expressing emphatic disap-
proval of the government's reported
Intention to lease its Hoboken piers,
the board of directors of the Hoboken
Chamber of Commerce, meeting yes-
terday, chose President Frederick
Hopkins and H. E. S. Wilson to select
a third member of a committee to go

i to Washington and take up the mat-
! tor with Senator Edge. It Is the be-

lief of the Hoboken Chamber that
. leasing out such privileges would
^create unfair competition for pri-

vately-owned warehouses. What
happened in Brooklyn Is pointed to
as an example.

The directors put themselves on
record against proposed legislation in
Congress to permit manufacturers to
regulate the price at which retailers '
shall sell goods sold the retailer by j
the manufacturer. Contracts of this
kind between manufacturers and re-
tailers have been held to be Illegal,
and now an effort is being made to
obtain legislation that will make
such contracts of full force and effect, j

Regulated by Economic Laws
The directors of the Hoboken

Chamber of Commerce took the posi-
tion that prices and price contracts
between manufacturers and retailers

i are matters of supply and demand
land other natural laws of economics
land that it would be unwise for the
jgovernment, through legislalton, to
iattempt to interfere.
! The directors discussed the project
of the Forth Authority to take over
the Shore Line Railroad at Hoboken
from the government. It was sug-
gested that the Port Authority might
not have authority to issue the neces-
sary bonds for purchasing the prop-
erty. The Forth Authority having
little property of its own, being
merely a body created by the states
of New York and New Jersey to
handle port affairs, a question arose
as to what assets would be back of
the Porth Authority's bonds and
whether this body could bind New
York or New Jersey or both to guar-
antee such bonds. The subject will
be Investigated further.

OF lODOKEI PIER
Chamber Representatives in |

Conference with the
Senators Today.

Senator Wither K. Kdge and JI
delegation of the Hohoken Chamber
id' Commerce are in conference in
Washington, D. (.'., this morning
M'latlve to the current report that
i In' upper section t)( Pier No. I. l lo-
iinken. is about to be leased to the
Atlantic Tidewater Terminal < '0111-
Ij.my as it warehouse. The Hoboken
representatives ore President Fred-
erick K. Hopkins. Manager A. W.
<'olt1n. John Ferguson it ml I I . 10. S.
Wilson. They loft on the I L': 30 train
tuini the Pennsylvania Te rniinii l.
New York. The conference WHS
•scheduled for 1 1 o'clock,

The question of leasing the pier
as a warehouse w.'is brought up at
the last meeting uf the board uf di-
rectors, at which time it was de-
cided to get in touch with Senator
Kdge for the purpose of obtaining a
bearing on the matter. A telegram
was sent to Senator Kdge request-
ing such a hearing before the sub-
committee appointed by Congress,
tn recommend a policy to relmburse
Iloboken for the loss of revenue on
the piers which have been con-
trolled by the United States Ship-
ping Bourd since the war. The sub-
committee is composed of four cabi-
net officers, of which Senator Kd^e
is a member.

II Is the intention of (be Chamber
of I'ommerce to familiarize the sub-
committee with tho situation and
the loss Hoboken has sustained asu
result nnd what it wi l l menn In the
event that the pier is leaned tin a
warehouse. Not only will such a
business; .offer competition to local
dealers, but the city wil l not be able
to collect uny revenue. If the city
derives a revenue from the leaning
of the pier the matter will 1 f an

nllrely different nature.
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Disapprove
Governmen
Leasing Fieri

CREATES UNFAIR COMPETITION
SAYS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WHICH WILL PROTEST TO EDGE

All Other Thoroughfares Clearec
Members of Exchange Club

Are Told

That nearly every other street in
Jluboken Is kept cleared o£ snow ex-
cept River Btreet was tho assertion
nude at yesterday's lunchon of the,
7>Iarine C'lul), which decided to call
the attention of Commissioner Lori- ,
drigan to the matter.

Those present seemed to feel that
it was unjust to neglect tho thor- j
onairfare that carries the heaviest;
traffic. It was reported that the*
snow on River street had caused;
serious delay to trucks making the.r'
v.-ay to the piers. m

During the discussion one of the b
ivicmbers facetiously remarked that '
perhaps tho city administration did
not feel justified in carrying off the:
sn.w from property like that con-:
trolled by the United States Ship-;
ping Board, facing Itiver street,;
•which pays no taxes. Because of I.
11.is situation it was deemed advls-'
.'<1>1P, in bringing the subject to the
attention of the commissioners, to
lave the petition presented by ship-
ping interests that pay their share
; f the municipal expenses.

Harbor PoJice.
The matter of harbor police protec-

tion was also mentioned briefly. |j|
President Irving Bartlett announced
that the subject would be discussed'
ut. ft meeting of the Maritime Ex-,-..
change in New York, January 19,}:
rnd that it was planned to interest,';
Jersey's new Governor in the mat-1

tor.
The principal address was doliv-'

i red by Robert Hand of New York,
manager of the, marine department.

' of the Standard Oil Company, who ;
set forth his views regarding Diessel !
i ngines and their use by the Stan- j
dard Oil Company. Their chief ad- j
vantage, he explained, was theid de-
n-eased fuel consumption, leaving
morn room for freight. He said that
many of the defects of the Diessel
had been overcome since the early

' f . f i V S . \-

lle said that the Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey is putting
I ur-sHels In all its new craft and that
sixteen new tankers which Standard
Oil is having built in Germany are
l-f.ins equipped with Diessels. Asked
why the vessels were being built in
Germany instead of in this country,
h said it was because of the great

• difference in the i(fice of labor and
the greater experience that Euro-
j.can.s have had with the Diesse).

One of the visitors at the luncheon
was T. S, Williams, secretary to the
general manager of the Lackawanna,
who was the guest of Mason J\
Cirymes.

Hopkins and Wilson Will Seject
hird Member of Committee to
Make Washington Trip—
Point Out What Happened
With Private Owned Ware-
houses in Brooklyn

AGAINST GOVERNMENT
REGULATION OF PRICES

After expressing emphatic disap-
proval of the government's reported
Intention to lease its Hoboken piers,
the board of directors of the Hoboken
Chumber of Commerce, meeting yes-
terday, chose President Frederick
Hopkins and H. E. S. Wilson to select
a third member of a committee to go
to Washington and take up the mat-
ter with Senator Edge. It is the be-
lief of the Hoboken Chamber that
leasing out such privileges would

^create unfair competition for pri-
vately-owned warehouses. What
happened in Brooklyn Is pointed to
as an example.

The directors put themselves on
record against proposed legislation in
Congress to permit manufacturers to
regulate the price at which retailers
shall sell goods sold the retailer by
the manufacturer. Contracts of this
kind between manufacturers and re-
tailers have been held to be Illegal,
and now an effort is being made to
obtain legislation that will make
such contracts of full force and effect.

Regulated by Economic Law*
Tiie directors of the Hobokon

Chamber of Commerce took the posi-
tion that prices and price contracts
between manufacturers and retailers
are matters of supply and demand
and other natural laws of economics
and that it would be unwise for the

j government, through legislaiton, to
attempt to Interfere,
i The directors discussed the project
jot the Porth Authority to take over
Ithe Shore Line Railroad at Hoboken
'from the government. It was sug-
gested that tho Port Authority might
not have authority to issue the neces-

! sary bonds for purchasing the prop-
erty. The Porth Authority having
little property of its own, being
merely a body created by the states
of New York and New Jersey to
handle port affairs, a question arose
as to what assets would be back of
the Porth Authority's bonds and
whether this body could bind New
York or New Jersey or both to guar-
antee such bonds. The subject will
be Investigated further.

Chamber Representatives in|
Conference with the

Senators Today.
Senator W i i l t t r K. Kdgc and H

• li-legalion of Hip Hohnkf i i Chamber
• " I ' Coimnrrep arc in conference in
I Washington, [). c , this morn ing j
: ' ' la l lvn to thp current report 1 hat
I Iw upper section of I'ler \ O . I, l l o -
l iok f i i . is about lo he leased to thp i

'A t lan t ic Tidewater Tonnh ia l d u n - 1

' pan.v as a warehouse. The l l ohnk rn
npresenlat iveN are President I 'red-

. I 'r irk K. Hopkins, Manager A. W.
j i ' i ' l l l n , John Ferguson anil I I . K. S.
] Wilson. They l - f i nn the I J:3u t ra in
] f rom the Pennsylvania Termina l , j
: .New York. The conference was I
! scheduled for I 1 o'clock.
| The question of leasini; the pier
|as a warehouse was brought up at
t lm last, meeting of the board o f d i -

, rectors, ut which t ime it was de-
| elded to get in touch wi th Senator]
| Kilgt* for the purpose of ohtaining a
I bearing on the matter. A telegram
•I was sent to Senator Kdge request-

ing such a hear ing before the sub-
eonimltlee appointed by Congress,
to recommend a policy to reimburse ;
l loboken for the loss of revenue mi j

, l he piers which have been n u i - j
( t rol led by the United Stales Ship- i
j p ing Board since the war. The sub- j
'commit tee Is composed of four cabi- |
net officers, of which Senator Kclm- •
is a member. j

II Is the intent ion of the Chamber I
jot' Commerce to familiari'/.e t b e s i i l i - '
committee wi th the situat ion ami i

i the loss Hoboken has sustained asj i
result find what il wi l l menu in the j
'•vent that the pier is Icaspd as ;i ;

.warehouse. Not only w i l l such a !

jhiisine.su .offer competi t ion to loca l !
jdealers, l i i l ' the city wi l l not bet i l i le j
to collect any revenue, I f the c i l y l
(derives a revenue from thp leasing [
:nf the pier thp matter wi l l be of an
[entirely different nature.
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conclusions are given, the inference
is that considerable economies are
possible by co-operative operation.

Intervention by the Port Author- f
lty before the Interstate Commerce !
Commission and Public Service Com-
mission of New York and before the ,

courts, in order to protect the Inter-
ests of the Port of New York Dis-
tilct, is described at length.

Wants More Power.
The Port Authority renews. In

emphatic terms, its recommendation
for the passage by the Legislature of
New Jersey of a bill concurrent in
effect and terms with chapter 623 of
the laws of New York, known gen-
erally as the Walker subpoena and
investigation act. This gives the
Port Authority the right to subpoena
railroad officials and railroad records
for the purpose of determining
whether a given phase of the Com-
prehensive Plan can be justified as
economically practicaBle. The ex-
pense and difficulties which prevail
because of the lack of a similar act
in New Jersey are set forth.

In a view of the Port District and
its problems generally, the report
calls attention, to the lack of co-
ordination In the facilities for hand-
ling freight and at the same time
points out that the advantages of
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fort Authority Won't Deprive ~~
Hoboken of Shore Road Taxes
Report Says Agreement Has Been
Reached With Government Up-

on Principal Conditions '

The Port Authority in Its annunl
report to the governor and legisla-
ture of New Jersey has set forth that
"if Is certain that the city of Hobo-

j Ur:n will not be deprived of any tax
revenues because, of the acquisition".

! '.,'. the Hoboken Shore Railroad from
llin United States Government.

The matter of taxes has been at
isfue for over a year. The city has:
protested against the Port Authority
taking over the road In fear that the1

roart might become exempt from tnx-i
iitlon. The report denies, in its'
printed furm, that such will be the!
case. .

A Year's Work.
The work of the Port Authority

for the year in summarized as foi-.
lows: I

"Hoboken Shore Line—Agreement1

reached with the Secretary af War
i upon tlio. principal conditions for the!
liicquircment of tills facility by the;

Port Authority to be operated in the
public interest.

"Belt Line No. 13—Completion of,
the extensions and other physical,
improvements by the companies;
owning this facility Jn anticipation
Or the installation of ft neutral direc-
tor of operations. '

"Bridges to connect New Jersey
and Stnten Island—All preliminary'
measures completed, leaving the
way clear for actual building work
ns soon as sale of bonds shall permit
of contract letting.

"Hudson River Bridge—Prelimi-
nary borings and surveys io deter-
mine location, together with traffic'
counts and traffic estimates eoin-i
pleted. Engineers preparing design^
of bridge and estimates of cost. !

"Bridge Architects—Architect* er-ji
lfcted to co-operate with engineers';
mi approaches and structural fea-<;
lures so that the bridges over the,
Arthur Kill and the Hudson will have':
beauty as well ns utility. il

"Improved Freight Service for1

Manhattan—Plan lor union freightM
stations open to all railroads and all';
shippers with modern Industrial!
buildings overhead, received with'!
much commendation by business in-'1
terests and with prospects of sup-
port from carriers.

Carfloat and Lighterage—A study
of costs of present methods finished
with estimate of results of partially
or completely unified operation of
railroad marine equipment, almost
finished.

"Manhr.ilan'.s West Sidp Problem ,
—Opposition to New York Central f
Railroad Company's plans for new I
facilities on the West Side unless

The report insists that the Ccn- '
tral's plans are not in accordance
vlth tho Comprehensive Plan, which,
having been adopted by two stales
and approved by Congress, is de- •
darcil to be the. law. and further j,
states that the Central's officials /
have failed to confer with regard to
Hie plans and are now challenging
the Port. Authority's power. This
chapter of the report includes as
l'o I lows:

"This attitude on the part of the
N'ew York Central Railroad is Io be
regretted, and it. is hoped that tho
officials will presently realize that, it
l:s the will ol' the two states and of
('•ingress that the carriers unite, ns I
was said by tho Interstate Com- 1
niprcc Commission in the Xew York
harbor case, 'In a common effort to
solve lit fl larger way a problem
whose solution can never be attained
a.: long os the present policy of tin- ;

I restrained competition is continued'." '
I A considerable portion of the rc-
] port is devoted to the discussion of
liguri's obtained irt a study of car-

i Hont and lighterage operations in
j New York harbor, undertaken by the
J'ort Authority In conjunction with
the railroads) concerned, In flit en-
deavor to ascertain whether consoli-
dation, in whole or In part, of marine .
movements by the railroads, would
effect economies. While no positive
conclusions are given, the inference
if. that considerable economies are •
possible by co-operative operation. •

Intervention by the Port Author- f
Ity before the Interstate Commerce |
Commission nnd Public .Service Com-
mission of New York nnd hefore the 1

L
they can be brought Into harmony
with the I'oinprehensive Plan.

"F.iod Supiily nnd Marketing—
Further surveys of the situation in
co-operation with other agencies
studying this problem.

I ' "Protecting tho Port—Proceedings
before the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, Iho Public Service Commls*
sio11 of New York, the courts and
other tribunals when the interests!
i.f the Port District were threatened
with unjust charges, or other ad-
verse measures."

Concerning the Hoboken Shore
l!oad, the Port Authority indicates
that, it believes, because of its stra-
tegic position, the acquisition of this
in.'id by public instrumentality is
imperative. It points out that, ns
the corporate existence of the lessee

mpany is maintained. Hobokeu i
nnot be deprived of any taxes be- '
use tho Shore Koad passes into the :

eonlr.il of the Port Authority. • I
Statcn Island Bridge Progress. I

Considerable space is given to the
• lid.acs which the Port Authority

lias been ordered by the two legisla-
ures to build, it is announced thnt
he bond Issue for the Arthur Kill

spans, one between Perth Amhoy
nd Tottenvillo and the other bc-
wcen FJizabeth and Howland Hook,

ivlll soon be floated and tho letting
if contracts will follow soon there-
fter. ft is pointed out that $100,000

-—$r.0,0oo from each state—will be
.ceded in order to complete the
tudies imd the plans for the Hudson

Kiver bridge from 179th .street in'
Manhattan to Fort Lee.

New York Central Controversy.
The Port Authority's side of the

controversy with the New York
Central P.ailrond Company over the
plans for the changes in that, com-
pany's tracks on the west side of
Manhattan are. discussed at some
length.

(ourts, in order to protect the inter-
ests of the Port of New York Dis-
tilct, is described at length.

Wants More Power.
The Port Authority renews, In

emphatic terms, its recommendation
for the. passage by the Legislature of
New Jersey of a bill concurrent in
effect and terms with chapter 623 of
thfc laws of New York, known gen-
erally as the Walker subpoena nnd
investigation act. This gives the
Port Authority the right to subpoena
railroad officials and railroad records
for the purpose of determining
whether a given phase of the Com-
prehensive Plan can be justitied as
economically practicable. The ex-
pense and difficulties which prevail
because of the lack of a similar act
in New Jersey are set forth.

In a view of the Port District and
Its problems generally, the report
calls attention to the lack of co-
ordination In the facilities for hand-
ling freight and at the same time
points out that the advantages of
the Port District for manufacturing
and commercial purposes are so
great that new enterprises are con-
stantly seeking location within its
limits and established enterprises
are constantly exhibiting expansion.

PIERS NOT TO BE
USED FOR STORAGE

The upper decks of Piers I and
- In Hoboken will not be used by.
the I'niled Slates Shipping Hoard;
as storage warehouses for private'
concerns. This assurance was giv-
en by T. V. O'Connor, chairman
of the Board, a delegation of the
Hoboken Chamber of Commerce

j which went ID Washington Tues-
1 day to protest against, the con- |
templaled leasing of the piers to '"

j the Atlantic Tidewater Terminal
Company, as was told in yesterday's

| Final (Pink) .Edition of the Jersey)
I Observer.
' Three members of the delcg;
Uion, President Fred Hopkins, II
! F. S. Wilson, of Campbell Ston
•and John Ferguson, returned t
lloboKen yesterday, and il. was slated
I hilt t hey bad been given
aiiec.s that the piers would not lie

for this purpose.
The Hoboken delegation held ii

conference with the chairman of tht
iping Board and Senator Waltei
Kdge, and showed bow olhei

warehouse concerns would be it a
j disadvantage if tho pier space
I leased to any private concern
|eausr> no iaxes are paid on the
! property and lessees of the p
would be ablo to do business on
lower scale.

Chairman O'Connor staled thai
nn leases had been entered into,
and he gave assurances to President
Hopkins and John Ferguson thai

would no! bo so leased.

leased

Sh
' K.

was
. ho-
pier
piei

Hop
they

7*6ft
GILFERTINTRODUCES

A PIERJESOLUTION
I ( B y ii Staff r«rri'»|iutnli'iit.)
1 Trenton, Feb. !l.—Congress is urged
iln a joint resolution introduced in
;the House last night by Assembly-
man William Ollfert of Hoboken to
enact legislation providing for the
payment to the City of Hoboken in

I lieu of taxes for the steamship piers,
I ducks, warehouses, wharves, terminal
'equipment and facilities, including
all leasehold easements, rights of

•| way, riparian rights and all other
lights acquired by proclamation of
the President during the war which
deprived the city of taxes.

in a statement issued in connec-
tion with the bill, Air. (iilfert .shows
that the tax rate of the city has
doubled since the city was deprived
of the piers formerly owned by the
North German Lloyd Dock Company
and the Hamburg-American Terminal
it Navigation Company. The average
municipal tax rate before the war.
stated Assemblyman Gilfert, was $u'll
per thousand of ratables, and now
thi> rate is $47.50. The city lost
1,700 feet frontage by the Govern -
mont taking away the piers on .March
2H, I!)1S, the total assessable value of
which was $15,000,000. This is a loss
of one-seventh of the city's taxable
property amounting to $700,000 ;i
year.

This is another effort OIJ the part
of the City of Hoboken to hove the
Government either •return the piers
to tho city or else reimburse it for
the loss of the taxes since the Gov-
ernment took over the property for-
merly owned by the two German
steamship companies for use during
the World War as a port of embar-
kation.

Report Shows Piers Yield
Government Little Profit

H/irciat Dis/iatii, in .iwwy i >!>.ii'rv.-r. p r iva t e opera l ing c o m p a n i e s , it is

a s m u c h i.» n . j ' -..-•-<I 'ubliei i l ion of the hearing}) of t l r
• su l i - eomni j l t " e of I he House u p
p r o p r i a t i o u s c o m m i t t e e wh ich tool
t e s t i m o n y on Hie o p e r a t i o n of pier
by t he F n l t e d S t a l e s S h i p p i n g Hoiin
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FALLON SEES BANKRUPTCY
AHEAD FOR HOBOKEN IF

TAX RATE GOES HIGHER
i-v*

Loss of Revenue From Piers (j
Cause of All the Trouble \
—Points Out Danger of
Similar Situation Arising
in Other Cities If Port Au-
thority Is Successful in
Tax Exemption Plan.

County Counsel John J. Fallon
addressed the Hudson County Bar
association last night in the Car-
toret Club, Jersey City, on "Hobo-
ken and the Port Authority."

Counselor Fallon went into the
history of the Port Authority and
of his dealings with that body. He
lead the complete report made by
him after the joint legislative con-
ference between New York and New
Jorsey, held last June, to determine
the fati' of various communities in
which the Port Authority was to
have land holdings. It took more
than un hour to read this report.

Mr. Fallon declared that he had
become interested in the Port Au-
thority and the taxation question in
which it is concerned through his
interest in the condition of taxes
in Hoboken, following on the tak-
ing over 01 the Hoboken piers by
the Government. He {tainted out
that the tax rale in Hoboken has
.lumped from $J2.5O before the war
to the present $4 7.50 and predicted
that if it went any higher the city
would face bankruptcy. The jump
lie stated was due to the fact that
no taxes are being paid for the
J>ier property by the Government.

With the struggles of Hoboken
Jresh in his mind, Mr. Kallon sak
that he didn't want to sec Hudson
County suffer similarly through the
operations of the Port Authority.
He said that the Port Authority,
should it be able to exempt its
properties from taxation, might
easily bring the railroads under its
bupervision and build vast ware-
houses, all of which through asso-
ciation with it would be exempt
Jrom taxes to the terrific loss of I
the various cities.

The tax question as applicable tojj
the Port Authority is of a greats
deal more moment than the aver-|
ujfe person thinks, the counsel de-s
elared. He. said that even the j
Legislatures of New York and New
Jersey when they provided for the
3'ort Authority were not aware
fully of what they were doing. He
said they didn't give the 'matter the
consideration beforehand that it

1 should have been given. He
; charged the legislative bodies of be-

ing lethargic and indifferent.
Mr. Fallon declared that the pro-

ject of the Port Authority is laud-
able. He remarked that it is un-
precedented and that there is
nothing in thtj civilized world com-
parable to it.

According to the speaker, New
Jersey will not begin to reap the iy
benefits of tli<e Port Authority's f

f
V

plans that New York will because off
the difference of numbers in the j
respective populations. For this i
reason, he said. New Jersey should I
not be expected to bear equally with I
New York the burden of tlie im- \
rrovements.

From the inception of the Port
Authority Its membership, the coun-
sel paid, has been proclaiming to
the public that it will not seek to
evade taxation on properties which
will come under its jurisdiction, yet
when a meeting was held recently a
resolution was passed which ex-
pressed the opinion that Port Au-
thority property should be free of
taxes.

Mr. Fallon declared that he has
often expressed the opinion that the
Port Authority committee is not ap-
parently impartial as its members
for the most part have interested
connections. The counsel sounded
R warning to the Legislature that it
be pot too ready to barter away
the State authority. He pointed out
that any agreement between two
States once accepted by Congress can
not be recalled.

Mr. Fallon said that this would
be impossible to classify the Port
Authority as a municipal corpora-
lion and thus, under the law, ex-
empt it from taxation.

In talking about the Hoboken piers
-Mr. Fallon was very vigorous in his |
criticism of the Government for i
renting out the piers at a return of j
over a million a year without com- '•
pensating the City of Hoboken in the
least for its loss. lie said that the :
only possible avenue for relief will
be through Congress and every ef-
fort is being made and has been ,
miade to effect that. Since the piers i
have not been used by tho Govern- |
ment itself the counsel declared that [
Hoboken is justified in making de-;
wands. ;

Tho speaker said that he is glad
to hear that the Attorney-General >
has been asked to test the constitu- •
tlonality of the act .creating the ;
Port Authoriy and to determine the :
powers of the body and particularly ;
its limitations. .

J. Bradley Tanner, clerk of the ,
Court of Claims, Washington, D. C
delivered an address in which he
detailed the history of the Court. _
He cited numerdus interesting and
humorous cases, which have come to
his fttention in the Court of Claims.
He declared that the Court is really
worth while; that is, gets quick ac-
tion, and that it renders impartial
decisions in all cases.

ASKS FOR HEARING
ONJIERJITUATIONJJ

A telegram was sent to United
States Senator Walter E. Edge of
New Jersey by Manager A. W.
Coffin of the Hoboken Chamber of
Commerce, requesting a hearing on
the pier situation. Such action

1 was taken at yesterday's «"eeUn*;
of the Board of Directors held a I

, Meyer's Hotel, Third and Hudson
i streets. ,
1 Senator Edge is the sponsor of
: .i bill in the Senate, reeommendinj;
the payment of taxes to the City
,,f Hoboken In lieu of the rev-emit
lost by the taking over of the
piers bv the United States Shipping
Hoard.' He was appointed n mem-
ber of the sub-committee, composed
of four cabinet members, who will
take the matter under considera-
tion' with a purpose of recommend-
ing a policy relative to the pay-
ment of lost taxes: .

The Chamber of Commerce felt
j that a hearing before the »«b-co™-
: mittee will better acquaint its mem-

ers on the devising of a proper
. policy on the question. It is hope,

hi t the hearing will .be granted*
rtir February 2, at Which time -
delegation will be sent to Washin.
ton to present their case before the
nub-commttt.ee.

06*7*6-

SEES HOBOKEN
BANKRUPTBY

BOARDGRAB
'allon Calls Port Authority Su-
per-Power and Predicts Fight

in Courts

If the tax rate of Hoboken keeps
limbing, as a result of the loss of

taxable property taken away by the
(Federal Government and planned to
lie taken by the Port Authority, the
city will be bankrupt, just as the

; city of Elizabeth was, some years
ago, said County Counsel John J.
Fallon last night, in an address bo- >
fore the Hudson County Bur Asso-
ciation at the Carteret Club, Jersey
City.

| Mr. Fallon said that Governor
j Moore is being urged to direct Attor-
jney General Edward Katzenbach to
test in the courts the constitution-
ality of the laws under which the
IPort Authority was created and
[under which it has been functioning.
jllo regarded this court test as in-
ievitable in view of the apprehension
jthat hae been growing throughout
the state as to the super-power into
which the Port Authority lias de-
veloped.

He severely criticised the Federal
government for taking over the Ho-
boken piers and not only refusing to
[xiy taxes upon them, to the great
loss of Hoboken, but actually using
them to compete with private busi-
ness enterprises. The government, he
said, has rented the piers for com-
mercial purposes and has earned a
million dollars from them in rent,

(but has not paid a dollar in taxes.
j The only way relief can be ob-
tained by the city IK in the form uf
i special act by Congress.

| Mr. Fallon's talk was particularly
, interesting to the members of the or-
ganization In that it followed the ad-
dress on the other side of the ques-
tion delivered by Julluo Henry
Cohen, counsel for the Port Author-
ity, delivered at the last meeting of
the association.

Has Departed From Plan,
He denounced the board as having

gone far afield from the original
scope of Its comprehensive plan. He
said that it has achieved extraordin-
ary power." and -privileges under the
compact between the states of New
York and New Jersey which are far
beyond the comprehension of anyone
and are unprecedented in the history
of the world. These powers, he
pointed out, have been given in the
form of laws passed by tlie Legisla-
tures of both states which are irro-
pealable except by concurrent action
by the Legislatures?-of both states.

He spoke at length of the situation
In Hoboken where the city has been
deprived of million.'' of dollars in
rat.ibles in the piers taken over by the
Government. He said that the, Port
Authority In now planning to buy the
Hoboken Shore raidr.oa'l and that, if
it aVi ontplishes its pm pose, it will
probably refuse to pay taxes to the
city, thus taking away from the
municipality additional tax revenue.

Can Take Over Railroads.
He warned, too. that the Port

Authority has the power :o take over
all railroads within the pert district
ami that, under the terms of the laws
under which "it operates it may take
away the railroad property In this
county. Hudson .County, he said, hflB
M) pf-r cent of the second class rail-
road property in the State and the
lo.s.* in ratable* to the county, he de-
clared, would be enormous.

Hoboken, alone, lie salrl. wrvilil loie
*10,MW,(l(i0 more in ratables if this 18
accomplished.

Mr. Fullon read from his brief
filed last year with the joint com-
mission appointed by the States Of
New York and New Jersey to Inves-
tigate the Port Authority and de-
termine if property it acquires should
be taxed.

He predlctdn that the report of this
commission would be biased In favor
of the Port Authority, because its
personnel consists of two members
of the Port Authority and Its other
members are known to be favorable
to that body.

Prior to Mr. Fallon's address, J.
Tanner, clerk of the Court, of Claims,
s i M i k e o n ( l i e u o r l ; Mf t h i s c o u r t .
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HOBOKEN PROPERTY GRAB STAYED.
Hoboken has been granted a respite froin^j!

another grab of taxable property. The. War j.

Department, through Assistant Secretary Mac- j

Mider, announces an impasse has been reached

in the negotiations with the Port Authority to ij

lake over the Hoboken Shore Road and water-

iront property. It was stated the department

will again offer the property for sale, as it

lias received more lucrative offers than that of

i he Port Authority.

The latter offered $1,000,000. The War

Department has received an offer of $1,000,-

000 for the railroad and $600,000 for the

waterfront. The department will insist, how-

ever, that the purchasers of the waterfront
1 must be guided in the development by the

lians of the Port Authority. The latter has

declared that when it takes possession of the

property it would cease to be subject to tax-

| ation. While the Federal Government is look-

ing after the dollars and cents, it ought not \tt

lorget the threatened injustice to Hoboken in pf\

(he disposal of the property and protect it

from further loss of taxes. Far too much mis-

< hief has been done the city by raids on

nitables.

HOBOKEN PIER TAXES—
THE PORT AUTHORITY-
STEVENS INSTITUTE*

Hoboken is in a serious condition, finan-
cially. Corporation Counsel John J. Fallon proba-
bly overstated the case when he expressed feai
of municipal bankruptcy if the tax rate goes any
higher; but, in spite of the improbability of
bankruptcy, Hoboken is in a serious condition.

Hoboken has been straining every effort to
Fj get the Army piers returned to the tax lists.
1 If this were done, it would add TWELVE MIL-

LIONS OF DOLLARS TO THE RATABLES,
and the tax rate would be reduced from $47 to
p.bout $41 per $1,000 of ratables.

Prepares Resolution
on Hoboken Pier Taxes

j Hoboken has been greatly agitated over the'
| likelihood of the Port Authority taking over-the,
I Shore Railroad and other property in that cityJ
\ fearing that further serious tax exemptions [

might result. This in spite of the apparent*
willingness of the members of the Port Author-
ity to pay taxeu.

Hoboken, grim and determined in protecting
itself against further exemptions, wants to be
specifically protected by law, not by agreement
that may prove contrary to law.

server.
A copy of

: Supreme Court Justice Jamea F.
Minturn has prepared a joint reso-
lution to be submitted to the Legis-
lature demanding payment by the
Shipping Board of all arrears of
taxes due the city of Hoboken since
that body assumed control of the
former North German Lloyd and
Hamburg-American Line piers in
Hoboken. and also to pay all future
assessments and taxes on the prop-
erty, as was told in yesterday's Final
(Pink) Edition of the Jersey Ob-

.^ ,,., „ the resolution has
been forwarded by Justice Min-
turn to Senator Alexander Simpson
for introduction in the Senate.
This action is taken following the
investigation which the Supreme
Court Justice called upon the

! Hudson County Grand Jury last:
I summer and following which he!
j delivered a scathing indictment of
; the Federal Government for Usj
injustice to the City of Hoboken.

The joint resolution will be Intro-
duced by Senator Simpson and will
In all likelihood be. passed by both;
houses and be signed by Governor!
Moore. ;

In the resolution it is pointed out j
that because of the losses sustained

by the city of Hoboken of over $3.-
000,000, which is also a loss to Hud-
son County and the State, and
wljereas the property is not being
used and has not since the termina- p
tion of the war been used for gov- '•'•'

incrclol competitive purposes th« f
resolution resolves:

"That it is the sense of the Legis-f
lature that the Shipping Board bi)i ; j
compelled by the Federal Govern-'1 *
ment to pay with all convenient 'US
speed the arrears of taxes due to ~";J
the City of Hoboken, and that tin- . '
Shipping Board be directed to atf'':•..
once acknowledge, recognize and!
pay to the city all future assess-U;
ment for taxes that may be levied I;*
against the pier property, and thai h
the properties shall not be exempN <"
from taxation.

The return of the piers would be a great aid
to the critical tax situation in Hoboken; the
exemption of the Shore Railroad, valued at a
Bullion dollars, would be another serious loss.

There is one piece of exemption to which Ho-
boken pays very little attention, and that is
Stevens Institute with its vast campus and
athletic field at Castle Point.

Stevens Institute not alone has about half of
the original Stevens estate, on the valuable
promontory overlooking the Hudson River, but
it has an option on the remaining acreage of
that estate.

IF THIS ADDITIONAL ACREAGE IS
TAKEN OVER BY STEVEN'S INSTITUTE,
and exempted from taxation, Hoboken will have

I another jar that will give its taxpayers a head-
1 ache.

' On the other hand, if the present campus and
j ruhletie field could be returned to the tax lists,
•] Hoboken would have several millions in ratables

that would bring down the outrageously high
*tax rate.

Stevens Institute is a wonderful asset, AS A
to Hoboken, but aside

May Lo^e
Shore Roa

Port Authority Fails'
to Reach Agreement

With U. S.

from PRIDE in that famous technical school it
\.i of very little value to the city.

It certainly has no commensurate value with
that which the city loses in taxes because of the
EXEMPTION of its property from taxation.

If the management of Stevens Institute and
the wise men of Hoboken would get together,
they would probably agree that Stevens Insti-
tute would be better off in a suburban location,
25 to 50 miles from Hoboken, and HOBOKEN
WOULD BE VASTLY BETTER OFF WITH
MILLIONS OF RATABLES RETURNED TO
THE TAX LISTS.

Not only that, but Stevens Institute would be
;t real asset to a small place out in the hills uf
.New Jersey. Students would be far better off in
a small place, far from the distractions of a big
city.

There is something for somebody to think
about, just so the thiiilcing does not take too
long.

Hoboken can well afford to lose in pride for
the millions in ratables that would result from
the change of location of Stevens Institute.

Washington, D. C, March 3.-
Failure of ,the Port of New York
Authority to reach an agreement
with the War Department on terms
for the purchase of the Hoboken
Shore Road may result in the De-
partment's offering the property at .,„„,„„„,„„. .!,.„ ... nv,...,-.., .-„.„...-.
public sale in the near future. Thtsition wag passed but the Port Au-
was Intimnted by Assistant Secretary thority has been unable to come to j
of War Hanford McNider last night.! an agreement. A conference last i

In a statement he declared that [ month, he stated, showed that ne-1
the negotiations have broken down, < gotiatlons had come to an impasse.

been made liy the Lackawaniut
Railroad for the railroad property
alone and $600,000 for the water-
front property by another interest.

It was stated by the Assistant
Secretary of War that when the
offer of the Port Authority W«H
made.a year ago, former Secretary
of War Weeks said the War De-
partment had no authority to ac-
cept bonds but that he would hold
the matter open to enable the Port
Authority to secure the necessary
legislation. The necessary legisla-

i and it .seemed impractical that the
! War Department would carry on
i further negotiations on the term«
I offered by the I'ort Authority which
i he called unfair to the government.

He pointed out that whereas the
i Port Authority proposed to pay

•! $1,000,000 in their own bonds yield-
ing 4 per cent for the entire prop-
orty, a cash offer of $1,000,000 had

In the meantime the Government
is holding the property at a loss and
it may again be offered for sale to
the public.

Julian A. Gregory, chairman of the
Port Authority, said today that he
was not ready to issue a statement
In connection with the announcement
from Washington.



HOBOKEN PROPERTY GRAB STAYED.
Hoboken has been granted a respite from -

.mother grab of taxable property. 1 he War
Department, through Assistant Secretary Mac-
Nider, announces an impasse has been reached
in the negotiations with the Port Authority to
take over the Hoboken Shore Road and water-
front property. It was stated the department
will again offer the property lor sale, as it
has received more lucrative offers than that of
the Port Authority.

The latter offered $1,000,000. The War
Department has received an offer of $1,000,-
000 for the railroad and $600,000 for the
waterfront. The department will insist, how-
ever, that the purchasers of the waterfront
must be guided in the development by the
plans of the Port Authority. Die latter has
declared that when it takes possession of the
property it would cease to be subject to tax-
ation. While the Federal Government is look-
ing after the. dollars and cents, it ought not
forget the threatened injustice to Hoboken in
the disposal of the property and protect it
from further loss of taxes. Far too much mis-
chief has been done the city by raids on its
ratables.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2,1026.

repares Resolution
on Hoboken Pier Taxes

Supreme Court Justice James V.
.Minturn lias prepared a, joint reso-
lution to be submitted 1.u the Legis-
lature demanding; payment by the
Shipping Board of all arrears of
taxes due the city of Hoboken since
that body assumed control of the
former North German Lloyd and
Hamburg-American Line piers in
Hohoken. and also to pay all future
assessment!* and taxes on the prop-
erty, as was told in yesterday's Final
(Pink) Edition of the Jersey Ob-
server.

A copy of the resolution has
been forwarded )>y Justice Min-
turn to Senator Alexander Simpson
for introduction in the Senate.
This action is taken following- the
investigation which the Supreme
Court Justice called upon the
Hudson County Grand Jury last
summer and following- which he
delivered a scathing Indictment of
the Federal Government, for its
injustice to ihe City of Hoboken.

The joint resolution will be intro-
duced by Senator Simpson and will
in all likelihood he passed by both
houses and be signed by Governor
Moore.

In the resolution It is pointed out
that because of the losses sustained

by the city of Hoboken of over $3.-
OOO.OOD. which is also a loss to Hud- :
son County and the State, and !
whereas the property is not. being I
ustid and has not since the termina-
tion of the war been used for gov-
crninent purposes, but for com-'
niereial competitive purposes the
resolution resolves: ,

"That it. iK the sense of the Lcgis-'
lature that the Shipping Board ln>
compelled by the Federal Govern-
ment to pay with all convenient
speed the. arrears of taxes due to'
the City of Hoboken, and that the
Shipping Board be directed to at;
once acknowledge, recognize and;
pay to the city all future assess-!
ment for taxes that may be levied I
against the pier property, and that '
the properties shall not be exempt*
from taxation.

1%
May Lose
Shore Roa

Port Authority Fail
to Reach Agreement

With U. S.
— t-i

Washington, D. C, March 3.—
Failure of ,the Port of New York

(Authority to reach an agreement
I with the Wnr Department on terms
; for the purchase of the Hoboken
i Shore Road may result in the De-
partment's offering the property at

, public sale in the near future. This
, was intimated by Assistant Secretary
i of War Hanford McNlder las' night.
! In a statement he declared that.
| the negotiations have broken down,
jand it seemed impractical that the
" War Department would carry on
i further negotiations on the termn
j offered by the Port Authority which
f he called unf.iir to the government.
i He pointed out that whereas the

Tort Authority proposed to pay
; $1,000,000 in their own bonds yleld-
! ing 4 per cent for the entire prop-
er ty , a cash offer of $1,000,000 had

HOBOKEN PIER TAXES—
THE PORT AUTHORITY-
STEVENS INSTITUTE*

i

Hoboken is in a serious condition, finan-
cially. Corporation Counsel John J. Fallon proba-
bly overstated the case when he expressed fcai
of municipal bankruptcy iC the tax rate goes any
higher; but, in spite of the improbability of
bankruptcy, Hoboken is in a serious condition.

Hoboken has been straining every effort to
gpt the Army piers returned to the tax lists.
If this were done, it would add TWELVE MIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS TO THE RATABLES,
and the tax rate would be reduced from $47 to
r.bout $41 per $1,000 of ratables.

Hoboken has been greatly agitated over the
likelihood of the Port Authority taking; over-the
Shore Railroad and other property in that city,
fearing that further serious tax exemptions
might result. This in spite of the apparent
willingness of the members of the Port Author-
ity to pay taxfji.

Hoboken, grim ami determined in protecting
itself against further exemptions, wants to be
.specifically protected by law, not by agreement
that may prove contrary to law.

The return of the piers would be a great aid
to the critical tax situation in Hoboken; the
exemption of the Shore Railroad, valued at a
Djillion dollars, would bfi another serious loss.

There is one piece of exemption to which Ho-
boken pays very little attention, and that is
Stevens Institute with its vast campus and
athletic lield at Castle Point.

Stevens Institute not alone has about half of
the original Stevens estate, on the valuable
promontory overlooking the Hudson River, but
it has an option on the remaining acreage of
that estate.

IF THIS ADDITIONAL ACREAGE IS
TAKEN' OVER BY STEVEN'S INSTITUTE,
and exempted from taxation. Hoboken will have
another jar t,hat will give its taxpayers a head-
ache.

On the other hand, If the present campus and
.".thlelic field could be returned to the tax lists,

j Hoboken would have several millions in ratables
I that would bring down the outrageously high
i tax rate.

.Stevens Institute is a wonderful asset, AS A
MATTER OF PRIDE, to Hoboken, but aside
from PRIDE in that famous technical school it
i.-i of very little value to the city.

It certainly has no commensurate value with
that which the city loses in taxes because of the
EXEMPTION of its property from taxation.

If the management of Stevens Institute and
the wise men of Hoboken would get together,
they would probably agree that Stevens Insti-
tute would be better off in a suburban location,
25 to 50 miles from Hoboken, and HOBOKEN'
WOULD BE VASTLY BETTER OFF WITH
MILLIONS OF RATABLES RETURNED TO
THE TAX LISTS.

Not only that, but Stevens Institute would be
real asset to a small place out in the hills of

New Jersey. Students would be far better off in
a amall place, far from the distractions of a big
city.

There is something for somebody to think
about, just so the thinking does not take too
long.

Hoboken can well afford to lose in pride for
the millions in ratables that would result from
tiie change of location of Stevens Institute.

been made by the Laekawamiii ;
Kailroad for the railroad properly
alone and $600,000 for the water-
front property by another interest.

It was stated by the Assistant!
Secretary of War that when the"
offer of the Port Authority -was
made.a year ago, former Secretary
of War Weeks Raid the War De-
partment had no authority to ac-
cept bonds but that he would hold
the matter open to enable the 1'ort
Authority to secure the necessary
legislation. The necessary legisla-
tion was passed but the Port Au-
thority has been unable to come to
an agreement. A conference last
month, he stated, showed that ne-
gotiations had come to an impasse.

In the meantime the Government
is holding the property at a loss and
it may again be offered for sale to
the public.

Julian A. Gregory, chairman of the
Port Authority, said today that he
was not ready lo issue a. statement
in connection with the announcement
from Washington.
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PORT AUTHORITY NEGOTIATIONS
FOR SHORE RAILROAD COLLAP:

Hoboken Draws Sigh of Relief, for failure Means that City1:
Will Not Lose Through Tax Exemption—War Depart-
ment Claims to Have Offer of Million Dollars foj Raii-i
road and $600,000 for Water Front Property.

HELD PROPERTY "AT HEAVY LOSS" FOR
PORT AUTHORITY, SAYS WAR DEPARTMENT

• i *

Washington, March 2.—OP)—Nego-
tiations between the AVar Department

'^nd the Port of New York Authority]
tor gale of the Hoboken manufactur-
Ing, railroad and waterfront prop-
erty have virtually collapsed and j

•i the department probably will again
offer the project for sale to the pub-
\ic.

1 Assistant Secretary Macnider, In a
statement today said the department
had held the property during nego-
tiations with the Port Authority, "at
heavy loss,' and meantime "the gov-
prnment has had a caeh offer of $1,-
J00.000 for the railroad alone, not in-
cluding the 190 feet of riverfront,
whereas tho offer of the Port Au-
thority haa been $1,000,000 for both
)he railroad and riverfront property."

Mr. Macnider said the department
since that time had been endeavor-
Ing to reach an agrement with the
New York Port Authority but prog-
ress had ben difficult. "A conference

, held on February 20, 1826," he said,
"makes it appear that the matter has
reaches an impasse."

Assistant Secretary Macnider point-
ed out the department'3 policy as
innounced by former Secretary
Weeks in August. 1924, when bids
were opened for sale oC the Hoboken

" property, and declared "it is evident
that it will be impracticable to carry
t>n negotiations upon terms so un-

' just to the government."

City Wanted Road.
Hoboken is keenly interested in

Hie Shore road, and has been fear-
ful that it might fall Into the hands
nf the Port Authority and that ex-
emption from taxation might follow.

In order to prevent such an occur-
rence, the city has been considering
the purchase of the road with the
Idea of leasing it to one of the trunk
line roads. But the city refused to
^uy until it, was certain of leasing it.
. If the War Department has a cus-
'omer for the road, as well as for
'.he waterfront property at Tenth

_ ureet, Hoboken, will feel relief from
lA (he anxiety that has been evident
r, | since the Port Authority began to

negotiate for tliR property

Hoboken May Purchase
the Shore Railroad

City Prepared to Make Offer to Government
Enabling Bills Are Passed at Trenton—Latter

Will Be Acted on This Coming Week.

if

The city may purchase the Hoboken Shore Road and
the warehouse and waterfront property owned by the Manu-
facturers' Railroad Company at Twelfth street from the War
Department. It is understood that the Federal Government
is not only willing but ready to accept an offer from the city,
in view of the failure of the Port of New York Authority to
come to an agreement with the War Department on terms
for the purchase.

PIER TAX MOVE IN
SENATE BY SIMPSOI
[By a Staff Correspondent.]

Trenton, Mar. 9.—Senator Simp-
son secured unanimous consent last
night to introduce a joint resolu-
tion In the Senate asking Congress
to adopt a resolution compelling
ihe United States Shipping Board to
pay to the City of Hoboken taxes on
;he piers taken over by the Gov-
ernment during the World War and
later leased to the Shipping Board.
This is another attempt on the part
df Hoboken to get the Government
1o pay taxes to the elU' for theft1

use of the piers. The resolution §j
was drawn up by Justice Allnturn.

Two bills are now pending In the
New Jersey Legislature Which would
enable the city to finance the deal,
and favorable action is anticipated
on them. Both are sponsored by
Assemblyman William Oilfert and
were prepared by Corporation At-'
:orney John J. Kallon. '

One would permit the city to
issue bonds In excess of the debt
limit for the purchase of the pier
nd waterfront property of the Ho-

hoken Shore Road, and the other
would permit similar action for the
lurchase of the Manufacturers' Rall-
oad.

Both bills have been reported out
if committee and will prohably
lome up in the House next week.
1'orporation Attorney Fallon ad-
nltted today th«t the city would

make a definite offer to the Govern-
ment for the Shore Road property
In the event that the legislation
is passed.

Commissioner Bernard X, Mc-
I'Vely und Acting Mayor Gustav
Bach stated today that so far as
operation of the Hoboken Shore

i Hoard in concerned the city has no
interest, hut is concerned more than
iniything else In securing tan rev-
enue from the Hoboken Shore Road
which they believe they might not
K'ft If the property passed into the
control of the Port Authority.

The Lackawanna has offered $1,-
000,000 for the Shore Road and an-
other interest has offered $600,000
for the warehouse and waterfront
property owned by the Manufac-
turers' Railroad Company. The of-
fer of the Port Authority is $1,000,-
00(0 for \><$gb, in bonds of the Port
Authority, no interest to be charged
for two years and the right to turn
back the property to the Govern-
ment if it should not prove a profit-
able purchase for the Authority.

Should Hoboken secure the en-
abling legislation It would be in a
position to resell to private interests

i«nd make certain of taxes.
Purchase of the waterfront would

'also give to the city space on the
Hudson River for the maintenance
of a public dock which has long
.been desired.

ASKSSTATETO
URGEPAYMENT

OFPIERTAXES
Simpson Resolution Would Peti-

tion Congress to Force Ship-
ping Board's Hand

Trenton, N. J., March 8.—(AP)—
lenator Alexander Simpson, of Hud-
lon, tonight Introduced with un-
.nimous consent of the Senate a con-

current resolution petitioning Con-
gress to compel the United States

j Shipping Board to pay the city of
Hoboken arrears of taxes due since
tiie board assumed control of the
Koboken piers. Supreme Court Jus-
liee James P. Minturn, of Hoboken,
(hew up the resolution.

It stated thru since the govern-
ment took over the piers during the
war more than f.'i,000,000 in taxes
had been lost to Hobnken. As a re-
sult, the tax rate there increased
from $22.01 to $47.r>0. If the existing
.situation continued, it read, the
time might come when the city
would be unable to pay its bonded
indebtedness* and pro rata contribu-
tion to Hudson County.

Not only would the resolution pro-
vidu for payment of arrears, hut all
future taxes and assessments, also.
A copy of the resolution was sent
to the New Jersey Congressmen, the
president of the Senate and speaker
of the House, und to those members
of Congress having to do with the
shipping board.,
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PORT AUTHORITY NEGOTIATIONS
FOR SHORE RAILROAD COLLAPSE

Hoboken Draws Sigh of Relief, for failure Means that City
Will Not Lose Through Tax Exemption—War Depart
ment Claims to Have Offer of Million Dollars for Rail
road and $600,000 for Water Front Property.

HELD PROPERTY "AT HEAVY LOSS" FOR
PORT AUTHORITY, SAYS WAR DEPARTMEN

A J - -

Washington, March 2.—(/«—Nego-i
Jiations between the Mar Departmentj

I'.tnd the Port of New York Authority
1 for sale of the Hoboken manufactur-,

\ng, railroad and waterfront prop-'
erty have virtually collapsed and
Ihe department probably will again ;
offer the project for sale to the pub- •

I
Assistant Secretary Macnider, in a

Blatement today said the department
had held the property during nego-
tiations with the J'ort Authority, "at
heavy loss,' and meantime "the gov-
rrnment has had a cnnh offer of $1,-
PdO.000 for the railroad alone, not in-
cluding the 100 feet of riverfront,
jvuereas tho offer of the Port Au-
thority has been $1,000,000 for both
ihe railroad and riverfront property."

Air. Macnider said tin; department
llnce that time had been endeavor-
Ing to reach an agrement with the
New York Port Authority but prog-
ress had ben diflicult. "A conference
lield on February 110. I'j2(i,'' he said,
"make." it appear that the matter has
reached an impasse.'1

Assistant Secretary Mnenlder point-
ed out the department's policy as
tnnounced by former Secretary
Weeks in August, 1924, when bids
were opened for sale of the Hoboken
property, and declared "it is evident
that it will be impracticable to carry
on negotiations upon terms so un-

' just to the government."

Hoboken May Purchase
the Shore Railroad

City Wanted Road.
Hoboken is keenly interested in

the Shore road, and has Wen fear-
ful that It might fall Into the hands
nf the Port Authority and that ex-
emption from taxation might follow.

In order to prevent such an occur-
rence, the city has been considering
'.he purchii.se of the road with the
Idea of leasing it to one of the trunk
line roads. Hut the city refused to
buy until it was certain of leasing it.

K it the AVar Department has a cus-
.omer for the road, it* well as for
'.he waterfront property at Tenth
street, Hoboken, will feel relief from
(he anxiety that lias been evident
since the Port Authority began to
negotiate for HIH property.

'City Prepared to Make Offer to Government
I Enabling Bills Are Passed at Trenton—Latter
j Will Be Acted on This Coming Week.

if

The city may purchase the Hoboken Shore Road and
the warehouse and waterfront property owned by the Manu-
facturers' Railroad Company at Twelfth street from the War
Department. It is understood that the Federal Government
is not only willing but ready to accept an offer from the city,
in view of the failure of the Port of New York Authority to
come to an agreement with the War Department on terms
for the purchase.

PIER TAX MOVE IN '
SENATE BY SIMPSONi
|.Ky ;i Ktjiff ('orresponilr-nt.I

Trenton. Mar. !).—Senator Simp-
son secured unanimous consent last
night to Introduce a joint resolu-
tion in the Senate asking Congress
to adopt a resolution compelling
ihe United States Shipping Hoard toj
pay to the City of Hoboken taxes on
;he piers taken over by the (!nv-
rrnmenl during tin: World W'nr and
later leased to the Shipping Board.
This is another attempt on the part
of Hoboken to get the (Sovonmient
1o pay taxes to the elt,}' for the
use of the piers. The resolution
was drawn up by .Justice Minturn.

n

dl<

1 Two bills are now pending' in the
Xew Jersey Legislature which would
enable the city to finance the deal,
and favorable action is anticipated
on them Hoth are sponsored by
Assemblv man William (iilfert and
were prepared by Corporation At-*
torney John .1. Kallou.

One would permit the city to
issue bonds In excess of the debt
limit for the purchase of the pier
and waterfront property of the Ho-
hoken Shore Road, and the other
would permit similar action for the
purchase of the Manufacturers' Rail-
road.

Hoth bills have been reported out
of commit tee and will probably
come up in the House next week.
Corporation Attorney Kallou ad-
mitled today that the city would

I make a definite offer to the Movern
ment for the Shore Road propertj

j In the event that the leglsiatioi
'• is pas.sed.

Commissioner Uernard X. Mc-
Keely and Acting Mayor (iustav
Bach stated today that so far an
operation of the Hoboken Hhor<
Rourd JH concerned the city has no
interest, but is concerned more than
anything else in securing tax rev-
enue from the Hoboken Shore Road
which they believe they might not
get if the property passed Into th"
control of the Port Authority.

The Lackawanna has offered $],-
000,000 for the Shore Road and an-
other interest has offered $600,000
for the warehouse and waterfront
property owned by the Manufac-
turers' Railroad Company. The of-
fer of the Port Authority is $1,000.-
000 for both, in bonds of the Port
Authority, no Interest to be charged
for two years and the right to turn
back the property to the (Govern-
ment if it should not prove a profit-
able purchase for the Authority.

Should Hoboken secure the en-
abling legislation It would lie in a
position to resell to private interests
and make certain of taxes.

Purchase of the waterfront would
also give to the city space on the
Hudson River for the maintenance
of a public dock which IIIIN long
been desired.

ASKSSTATETO
URGE PAYMENT

OVERTAXES
Simpson Resolution Would Peti-

tion Congress to Force Ship-
ping Board's Hand

Trenton, X. J.. March 8.— (AP)—
Senator Alexander Simpson, of Hud-
son, tonight Introduced with un-
animous consent of the Semite a eon-
current resolution petitioning Con-
gross to compel the United. States
Shipping Hoard to pay the eity of
Hoboken arrears of taxes due sinee
tile board assumed control of the
Hoboken piers. Supreme Court Jus-
tice James K. Minturn, of Hoboken,
drew up the resolution.

It stated tl't'it since the govern-
ment took over the piers during the
war more than $3,000,000 in taxes
had been lost to Hoboken. As a re-
sult, the tax rate there Increased
from $^2.01 to $4T..r,0. Jf the existing
situation continued, it read, the
time might come when the city
would be unable to pay its bonded
Indebtedness* and pro rat a contribu-
tion to Hudson County.

Not only would the resolution pro-
vido fur payment of arrears, hut all
future taxes .-mil assessments, also.
A copy of the resolution was sent
to the New Jersey Congressmen, the
president of the Senate ami speaker
of the House, and to those members
of Congress having to do with the

: .shipping board.



government Pays $3,000 Daily
To Dock Leviathan In New York

Keeps Her at Hoboken When!

Idle, Possibly Because It

Doesn't Cost Anything

A prominent jfoboken citizen
looked out of his oflice window yes-
terday and gazed medi.alingly upon
the tremendous bulk ;>t' (lie steam-
ship Leuathan, of the United .States
lines, lying at Pier 4 of the United
States Shipping Board, once tin
property of the Xorlh German I>lo\d.

"Why don't you write a stoi/y about
that?" he asked.

"Al)out what?" queried- the olhp
fellow, a. nowspiper man.

"Why, thiit st-sumer," snorted th
old-timer. "It's docired here now
isn't it? Why shouldn't it May
docked here? Why shouldn't Hc-
hoken get the benefit of having her
land here and sail from here? She
lays here when there's nothing do-
ing, but soon as it comes sailing
time, she's off to the other side of
the harbor."

It -was easy to see that the Hobo-
kenite was pretty sore as he con-
tin, nod:

"The Leviathan reminds me o! a
silly woman who wants*to buy a pair
of sfjekine.',. She rould get good
stockings right here in Hoboken an
cheaply or more so than in Xew
York, but she prefers to dive through
the tube so she can galavant ail
afterrjoon through some big depart-
ment store and spend money she
ought to sa.vn.

".Vow take this Leviathan. As she
lies there now she has the accommo-
dation of the iinest pier in New York
harbor, ilOO feet long, built on pur-
pose for monsters life her. The use

: of that pier costs here nothing. It
|Isfowned by the government, which
owns the Leviathan. But is she
.satisfied ? No. She has to trot over
there to Pier Sfi, North Klver( at the
foot of 4Gth street, a pier that Is not
so good, t tl her siren and fly her
flags when she sails. She starts for
Kurope again March 20, and you'll
see that is what happen'. • She's
here now because she's had her fln-
•nual :>verhnuling in Boston, and has
been kept here since February 13.

Costs About $3,000
"That pier across the way costa

T'ncle Sam at least $1,000 a d a y -
it's probably closer to $3,000 a d a y -
tor every day she lays alongside.
And what's the use? The only ex-
cuse I've ever been able to hear is
ithat the management finds it to be
Jan. advantage for the Leviathan to
arrive and pail from the heart cf
New York. It's supposed to help the
'passenger trade. To the extent of I
several thousands of dollars a day?
I should say not. 1 doubt if the Le-
viathan ever sails with as many ns

•ii one more passenger because she sails
from Manhattan instead of Hoboken.
It's nearly as much troubde to get to
the foot of Forty-sixth street from

1 Times Square na to Hoboken.
• "When the North German Lloyd
was operating these Hoboken docks
you nicy be sure all the steamers of
that line arrived .it and departed
from Hoboken. The North German

: Lloyd had no desire to pay a fancy
'! price for the privilege of shoving

the irow of tho Leviathan up to-
wards Times Square.

"It has the Columbus docked at
i,j Pier M, near tlie Leviathan now,
jj but that's because it can't be helped.
:,] The North German Lloyd is fixed
| now so that it has to dock its steam-
I era wherever !t may. It used to
idock the Columbus at Fifty-seventh
!street, Brooklyn.

"Take the case of tlie North Ger-
jman Lloyd liner Muenchen. The
company had no room to dock her
last week at her piers at the foot of
Sixth street, so she rented the use
of Pier i from the United States
Lines. The Mujenchen was there four
days'. And what do you support it
cost the North German Lloyd? Pret-
ty close to $4,000, or $1,000 a day.
The i-ate is three and a half
day for each net. registered
addition to electric light, use of
winches and $5 for each door of the
pier used beyond tho length of the
.ship. -

"The North German Lloyd was
willing to pay $1,000 a day for the
use of the pier it owned before the
war. And yet tho Leviathan delib-
erately deserts this pie/-", which would
cost her nothing, to show off ar
Pier 86. New York, at a cos^of sev-
eral- thousand dollars a .lay. Could
anyhting be more foolish?"
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Will Bombard
(Jongress for Pier

Service Clubs Frame Joint Letter
For Senators, Representatives'*

Will Ask Appropriation to Make '
Up Deficiency in Taxes Caused'
By Loss of Piers Taken Over
By the Government

OTHER CLUBS WILL
BE ASKED TO JOIN |

The I'nHcd .Service clubs of Ifo-
Ijoken iiie: yesterday afternoon at the
Chamber of Commerce and urrang'-d

j to bombard Congress with letter.-;
I'leadiug fur relief from the pier situ-

1 aiion. ,
i The Z.mto club was represented by

Miss .Sadie Leinkaiil, the Kiwyiu-
c .ub l.-y .'d'irty Cook, former mayor;

1 tlie Lions by J. Henry O'liiien .md
j Hie. JJotary by A. W. L'olh'n.

It was resolved U> frame a letter,
, a copy of which will be sent to evci v

,] member of Coiiyre.*1'. explaining tin
"I embarrassing and unjust situation in

which Holioken tinds itself because ol
the government's usurpation of pri\-
.He property. With millions of dol-
Kirs of pitr property suddenly be-
come non-assessable, Hoboken Jin,*
been obliged to make up for the U>.,-
of revenue by increasing the taxa-
tion on thu re*t of the Huboken prop-
erty.

dJntjreas will be asked to make an
iiii'iuul appropriation for Hobuken in
\ie\v of tile taxes it should pay on
ihe Hubcken piers controlled by lilt
I-'. S. Shipping Beard or el.«e sell the
p'crs so that they will be once more
subject to taxation.

All service clubs in the United
mutes will be asked lo take up the
mutter with the congressmen and

of their district.

C J

FUND AVAILABLE. TO PAY HOBOKEN'S
CLAIM FOR TAXES.

There is an available fund out of which the
Federal Government could pay Hoboken for
ihe loss in taxes from the seizure of the piers
of the North German Lloyd Line during the
war. The steamship company organized a
dock company, which was incorporated in this
State, and leased the docks to the steamship

| company for 999 years.
When the docks were seized a claim was

presented to President Wilson, who allowed
I the dock company $ 1, as its stock was owned

by the'steamship company, and awarded the
latter the large sum of $4,784,205. He held,
however, the steamship company was an alien
enemy and ordered the money be paid over
to the Alien Property Custodian.

The North German Lloyd sued for this
money in the Court of Claims- An adverse

i decision was rendefed and the company ap-
: pealed to the U. S. Supreme Court, which has
denied the appeal for a review of its claim.

| Hoboken was not an enemy. It patriotically
j did its share in helping the Government win
J the war and has sustained a oe.vere financial
loss, which has continued since the war, when
the docks should have been returned to the

j city's ratables.
If the large sum of money is denied the

| North German Lloyd a decent thing for the
| Government to do would be to use a large
j part of it to reimburse Hoboken for the finan-

cial injury it ha» suffered.

"Negotiations At Standstill"
Says Authority of Railroad

cents a))]
ton, in II

But War Department Has Previ-

ously Said Shore Road

Be Sold in Public

Further evidence that the Port
Authority will not get the Hoboken
Shore Railroad from the War De-
partment is given in a "special re-
port" niada to Governor Moore of
N"iv Jersey and Governor i-'mith of
N'tnv York and given to the press
yesterday for release today.

"Tlio negotiations are now at n
standstill," according to the Port
Authority.

Xews from "Washington earlier In
(lie week indicated that negotiations
were at an end, and further Indi-
cated Hint the War Department is
now planning to sell the one mile of
railroad in Hoboken in tho open
market.

The chief stumbling block, seemed

to bo the refusal of the Port Au-
thority to agree to "assume all con-
tingent liabilities of the railroad
corporation as of March 1," con-
tending that it had no right to as-
sume "undefined and unlimited lia-
bilities accruing before it should ob-
tain control of the property."

City May Get Property
There is a possibility that the city

of Hoboken may buy the property,
if it can arrange to lease tho rail-
road to one of the railroads wMh
which it connects, the Erie, Lacka-
wanna of "West Shore.

It is likely that one of these rail-
roads may take over the road if
Hohoken fails to do so.

The company's properly is held at
$1,000,000, and bewides the railroad
there is a valuable piece of water-
front property in Hoboken, valjued
anywhere from $800,000 to $1,000,-
000, though the latter price is likely
overstated.

The shore road connects the trunk
lines with the steamship piers along
the Hoboken waterfront.
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House Approves Bills
to Buy Hoboken Piers

| in . . . .

i

Gilfert's Two Enabling Acts Receive a Unanimous
Vote—Passage by the Senate Expected—

' May Relieve Situation.

Trenton, March 16.—Assemblyman William Gilfert, of
Hudson, succeeded in having passed in the House last night
by a unanimous vote Assembly bills Nos. 495 and 496. Both
bills have to do with the issuing of bonds by the city of Ho-
boken for the purchase of the Government piers and the
Hoboken Shore Road.

> The two bills now go to the Sen- '
ate for action and the Hudson As-
semblyman has hopes that both will
be passed. They were prepared by
Corporation Attorney John J. Fal-
Ion and would allow the city of Ho-
boken to issue bonds in excess of
the debt limit.

Bill No. 495 would allow the city
to issue bonds to purchase the piers,
and by the other te Hoboken Shore
Road. Hoboken hopes to be in a
position to purchase the former
North German Lloyd and Hamburg-
American line piers if the oppor-
tunity offers, so that it may be
able to tease them and reimburse
thecity for the loss in taxes sus-
tained through Government owner-
ship.

Recently the War Department,
which owns the Hobok.en Shore
Road hy virtue of its control of
the stock of the Manufacturers'
.Railroad Company, announced that
the Government intended to sell the
railroad and waterfront property
owned by it at public auction be-
cause of the failure of the Port of
New York Authority to come to
terms with, the Government on the
purchase.

It is also understood that the
Government would rather sell to
the city of Hoboken on easy terms.,,,,,,?
than to a private corporation, | , ^
although it has been announced
that the Lackawanna Railroad has
offered $1,000,000 for the Shore
Road and another interest has of-
fered $800,000 for the waterfront
property owned by the company.

Assemblyman Gilfert got 56 votes
for both his bills last night.

Another Hudson County measure
vliich. passed on third reading in
he House last night was Assembly-

man Renner's bill. No. 162, which
empowers the Boards of Freeholders
of the first class to lay out tracks
and construct subways- The bill
provides for a referendum and on
a majority vote in favor of the
iroject the Freeholders are em-
lowered to issue bonds for the
:onstructii>n work. The bill now
•oes to the Sena I e.

GILFERTBILLS
BENEFICIAL TO

HOBOKENLOST
Would Permit Bond Issues For

Purchase of Piers — Also

For Shore Railroad

.State House, Trenton, March 25—
Assembly Bills No. 4!i5 and 490 were
lo:.t yesterday in thq last minute
pressure at the iinal session of the
Legislature despite the efforts of As-
semblyman Gilfert of HudKon County
to have the Senate president put
them on the calendar.

Bill No. 4511 would permit the City
of Hoboken to issue bonds in excess
ot' the debt limit for the purchase of
piers now owned by the federal gov-
ernment. No. 490 provides for the
issue of bonds in excess o£ the debt
limit to permit the city 1o purchase
the Hoboken .Manufacturers' Shore
Railroad.

Senate Bill No. 280, providing for
the construction of a new highway
from the entrance to the Jersey City
vehicular tunnel to the southern end
of Hudson County at Bergen 1'oint,
Bayonne, passed both houses. The
rif.w road will connect the tunnel with
the proposed bridge from Bayonne to
Staten Island.

Roth houses also concurred in the,
passage of a bill to increase the sal- |
aries of county hoards of freeholders r

from 4,000 to $6,000. The boards of
Hudson and Bergen counties are in-
cluded among those named in the

I bill.
The Assembly also passed Senator

Harrison's bills providing for reor-
ganization of tho Department of
I'ankins and Insurance. There were
four bills on the subject. They pro-
vided for division of the department
into three individual departments,
each headed by a deputy commis-
sioner. There will be departments of
banking, insurance and building and
loan associations.

Senator Mackay's bill making uni-
form holidays in public schools
throughout the state was adopted, as
was Senator Larson's bill authorizing
the State Highway Commission to
expend $50,000 for ornamentation of

, the "Victory Bridge" over tho Rari-
I tan River between Perth Amboy and
' bouth Amboy.

The Carty parental school bill, ap-
plying only to first class counties,
was adopted. Senator MVckay's bill
giving the father and mother of a

: minor child equul rights to its serv
i ices and earnings was also passed.

GILFERTBILLS
DEFEAT PROVES

DISAPPOINTING
Believes Purpose of Measure On

Shore Road Bonds Was Mis-
understood

vV'illiani K- Gilbert, .•iHsemblynian
from Hoboken, expressed disappoint-
ment yesterday afternoon over the
eleventh hour defeat of the two li.ils
he put through t!ie lower house em-
powering the city of Hoboken to go
beyond the present limit of its bond-
ed indebtedness to issue bonds for
Iiie purchase of the Whore Line rail-
road and waterfront piers.

The purpose was not to launch Ho-
boken into the 'municipal "ownership
and operation of such utilities, but to
resell tho properties so that, through
iii'ivate ownership, the city could tax
i.h<.'m and obtain an increase in lh;
indirect ravenue which would comt
through private operation of the utlli-
: ies.

Nothing further can be done now
until next January's sesskm uf the
Legislature

i Air, Clilfert also expressed regret
uver the last minute passage of Hcn-

f.ito Bill '<i". sponsored by Senator I
j Aliell of .Morris County, exempting :
<i street railway companies from pav-
ing their right of way at their own
expense. 'With the municipalities of
the state required to pay for such
work it will mean an increase of ap-
proximately one-third in paving

) .streets and maintaining them.
j "In discussing the bill in the Si n-
f alt1." said Air. Oilfert, "Senator .Siuip-
,i sun of Hudson County, asserted that

.Street Commissioner Kagan of Jer-
sey City estimates Jersey City's add-
ed c.xpens-e in paving during the next
yearjimlcr the new lav,- at $3,000,000:
that Corporation Attorney Fallcm of
llobohiin estimated the added cost
• it $500,000 and that Mayor Potts of
Morristown estimated the increase

ere at ? 100,000."

PIER TAX DEMAND
PAjSED BYJIOUSE

Trenton, March 26.—In the dying
hours of the session, Assemblyman
William Gilfert, of Hoboken, suc-
ceeded in getting- action in the House
of Senate Joint Resolution No. 8,
sponsored there hy Senator Simpson,
.itid which memorializes Congress
and the 1'rosldent te compel the Gov-
ernment to pay to the City of Hobo-
ken arrears of taxes due on t.he ship-
ping piers In Hobokon, now in con-

Jtrol of the Shipping Board.
• The resolution wan prepared by
i Supreme Court Justice James F.
Alinturn, following tho. investigation
made by the Hudson County Grand
Jury at his request last year. It.

rccltee tho losses entailed on the
City of Hoboken by virtue of the
control of the piers by the Shipping I
Board, which, it is pointed out, is j
using the property for an indepen-
dent mercantile marine business In

j competition with private shippers.
! The loss to Hoboken In placed at
over $3,000,000.

The Senate resolution passed by
the Legislature recites:

"That it is the sense of the Legis-
lature that, the Shipping Board, now
In control of the piers and property ,
Jn Hoboken, should be compelled by/
lie Federal Government to pay with '

all convenient speed tho arrears of
taxes due to tho City of Hoboken
since the Shipping Board assumed:
control and ownership of tho prop-
erty, and that the Shipping Board;
should at. once be directed to ack-
nowledge, recognize, and pay to the;
,City of Hoboken all future assess-
ments for taxes which may be levied
{against the property so that they
hall not be exempt from taxation.'
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flon.se Approves Bills
to Buy Hoboken Piers

(iilfert 's Two Enabling Acts Receive a Unanimous
Vote—Passage by the Senate Expected—

May Relieve Situation.

GILFERT BILLS
BENEFICIAL TO

HOBOKENLOST

Trenton, March 16.—Assemblyman William Gilfert, of
Hudson, succeeded in having passed in the House last night
by a unanimous vote Assembly bills Nos. 495 and 496. Both j
bills have to do witk the issuing of bonds by the city of Ho- f
boken for the purchase of the Government piers and the
Hoboken Shore Road.

The two bills now go to the Sen-1

ate for action and the Hudson As-
semblyman has hopes that both will
be passed. They were prepared by
Corporation Attorney John J. Fal-
lon and would allow the city of Ho-|
boken to issue bonds in excess of
the debt limit.

Hill No. 4!lf> would allow the city
to issue bonds to purchase the piers,
and by the other te Hoboken Shore
I load. Hoboken hopes to be in a
position to purchase the former
N'orth (ierman Lloyd and Hamburg-
American line piers if the oppor-
tunity offers, so thai it may be
able to lease th<?m and reimburse
tbecity for the loss in taxes sus-
tained through Government owner-
ship.

Recently the War Department,
which owns the Hoboken Shore
Road by virtue of its control of
the stock of the Manufacturers'
.Railroad Company, announced that
the Government intended to sell the
railroad and waterfront property
owned by it at public auction be-
cause of the failure of the Port of
New York Authority to come, to
terms with, the Government on the
purchase.

It is also understood that the
Government would rather sell to
the city of Hoboken on easy terms
than to ii private corporation,
although it has been announced
that the Lackawanna Railroad has
offered $1,000,000 for the Shore
Road and another interest has of-
fered $600,000 for the waterfront
property owned by the company.

Assemblyman Gilfert (rot 5t> votes
for both his bills last night.

Another Hudson County measure
which, passed on third reading in
the House last night was Assembly-
man Renner's bill. No. 162, which
empowers the Boards of Freeholders
of the first class to lay out tracks
and construct subways. The bill
provides for a referendum and on

majority vote in favor of the
project the Freeholders are em-
powered to issue bonds for the
:onstruction work. The bill now
goes to the Senate.

Would Permit Bond Issues For

Purchase of Piers — Also

For Shore Railroad

State House, Trenton, March LT>- -
I Assembly Bills No. 4H5 and 49G \vn•••
lost yesterday in the, last minu:11

| pressure at the final kession of tIi•
Legislature despite the efforts of A: •
sernblyman Gilfert OL Hudson Count•••
t'i have the Senate president put
them on the calendar.

Bill No. 4G!t would permit the City
of Hoboken to issue bonds in excess
of the debt limit for the purchase of
piers now owned by the federal gov-
ernment. No. 49G provides for the
issue of bonds in excess of the del.!
limit to permit, the city to piircluu"
tlie Hoboken Manufacturers' Shun1

Railroad.
Senate Bill No. 280, providing for

the construction of a new highway
from the entrance to the Jersey City
vehicular tunnel to the southern end
of Hudson County at Bergen 1'oint,
I'.ayonne, passed both houses. The
new road will connect the tunnel with
the proposed bridge from Bayonne to
Staten Island.

Both houses also concurred in the
passage of a bill to increase the sal-
aries of county boards ot freeholder.
from 4,000 to $fi,0(i0. The boards of
Hudson and Bergen counties are in-
cluded among those named in the
bill.

The Assembly also passed Senator
Harrison's bills providing for reor-
ganization of the Department of
Tanking and Insurance. There were
four bills on the subject. They pro-
vided for division of the department'
into three individual departments,
each headed by a deputy commis-
sioner. There will be departments of
banking, insurance and "building and
loan associations.

Senator Mackay's bill making nni-
form holidays in public (schools
throughout the. state was adopted, as
was Senator Larson's bill authorizing
the State Highway Commission l<>
expend $50,000 for ornamentation «,f
the "Victory Bridge" over the Kari-
tan River between Perth Amboy and
feouth Amboy.

The Carty parental school bill, ,np. >
plying only to first class counties,
was adopted. Senator Mackay'.s bill
giving the father and mother of a
minor child #cqual rights to its serv-
ices and earnings ivas also passed.

GILFERT BILLS
DEFEAT PROVES

Believes Purpose of Measure On
Shore Road Bonds Was Mis-

understood

William H. Gilbert, assemhl.vni.in
irom iliibolcn, expressed disappu.nt-
ment yesterday afternoon over tin-
eleventh hour defeat ut the uv.i b.iis
lie put thruugh tlie lower house em-
powering the city of Hoboken to yn
beyond the present limit of its bond-
ed indebtedness to issue bonds fur
the purchase of the Shore) Line rail
road and waterfront piers.

The purpose was not to launch Ilu-
buken into the 'municipal 'ownership
and operation of .such utilities, but in
resell the properlies .vo that, through
private ownership, the city could tax
i.'uem and obtain an increase in th:
indirect revenue which "lould conn
through private operation vt the utlh-
'ie?.

Nothing further" can be done now
; until next January's session of the

Legislature1.
Mr. Uilfert also expressed regret

nver the lust minute passage of .Sen-
ate Bill u'T. sponsored by Senator
A bell of Morris County, exempting
street railway companies from pav-
:iiy their ri^lit. of way at their own
"xpense. With the municipalities of
Hie state required to pay for such
work it will mean an increase of ap-
proximately uiie-third ill paving
streets and maintaining them.

"In di.-vussing the bill in the Si u-
altV said Mr. (lilfert, "Senator Simp-
son of Hudson County, asserted thai
Street Commissioner J''agan of .Jer-
sey City estimates Jersey City's add
ed expense In paving during the next
- eil]'JH?der the new lay,- at .f 3,000,000:
Uiat Corporation Attnrnoy Kallori of
Hohokcn estimated the. added cost
at *.">00,f.<)0 and that Mayor Potts of
Morristown estimated the increase
there at $!00,ooo "

PIER TAX DEMAND
PASSED BY HOUSE

I Trenton, March 26.—In the dying
,' hours of the cession, Assemblyman
i William Gilfert, of Hoboken, sne-
. eeeded in getting action in the House
!of Senate Joint Resolution No. S,
! sponsored there by Senator Simpson,
a.nd which memorializes Congress
and the 1'rosldpnt to compel the Gov-
ernment to pay to the City of Hobo-
ken arrears of taxes due on the ship-
ping piers in Hoboken, now in con-
trol of the Shipping Board.

The resolution was prepared by
I Supreme Court Justice James F.
| Minturn, following the. investigation
1 made by the Hudson County Grand j
I.Tury at bis request, last year. Ft j

recites the losses entailed on tho
City of Hoboken by virtue of the
control of the piers by the Shipping1

Kon.rrt. which, it Is pointed out, is 1
using the property lor an inrtepen-i
dent mercantile marine business in I

(competition with private shippers.
The loss to Hoboken Is placed at

1 over $3,000,000.
The Sena.tr: resolution passed by

the Legislature recites:
'That It la tho sense of the Legis-

lature that, the Shipping Boa.rd, now
in control of the piers and property .
In Hoboken, should be compelled by'"',

Vlie Federal Government to pay with; '
all convenient speed the arrears of
taxes duo to thn City of Hoboken
slncfi the Shipping Board assumed
control and ownership of the prop-
erty, and that the Shipping1 Board
(should at. oncn bo directed to ack-
nowledge, recognize! and pay io the;
iCity of Hoboken all future assess-
ments for taxes which may bo levied r
'against the property so that they
phall not be exempt from taxation.'



GILFERT BILLS

SHOULD BE PASSED.

i Tho Legislature should not adjourn until iii<?
! Gilfert bills, Assembly 495 and 4i)6, are passed.
j These bills are "enabling bills" and are in-
! ti'oduced for the purpose of permitting Hobo-
I ken to finance the purchase of the army piers
and the Hoboken Shore Railroad.

Hoboken is not anxious to go into the rail-
road and steamship business; in fact, the Hobo-
ken City Commissioners are DETERMINED
NOT to go into those lines of business.

But Hoboken MUST FIND, A WAY OUT OF
ITS TAX DIFFICULTIES, and if those bills

ii are passed the city will be in a position to TALK
lil.'SINESS with the United States govern-

, went.

' Hoboken has been deprived of the taxes from
the steamship piers since 1017, and if the Shore
road should be purchased by the Forth Author-
ity. Hoboken may lose taxes on this million

j dollar property. •

Hoboken would be fur better off owning the
piers, and getting an1 income from them, than

'to have the government own them and get no
income.

| Hoboken could a!?o take over the Shore Rail-
road and lease it to one or %niore of the trunk
iline railroads that come into Hoboken, the
Lcckawanna, Erie, or West Shore.

The Gilfert bills will permit Hoboken to do
something other than protest. Hoboken has
Won helpless in the matter for years. If the
(.iilfrrt bills are passed, Hoboken can then go to
president Coolidge with a business project.

The Gilfert bills .should be passed.

Western Senators Reply to
Appeal of the Local

Service Clubs.
In response to the nation-wide

fippeal made by thoAssocint
ice Clubs of Hoboken, in tl
of cli.«trilmtins several I hous,1

I Pi's In civic, servli
I'l'ii'itnlzations and

t w o

1 Rcrv-
• form

lious.'ind lei -
ce a n d we l f a r e

m e m b e r s of Con
re l a t i ve to t h e p i e r sit ,i.-ilion.
'm in imica l Ions h a v e b e e n r e - i

C h a m b e r of ;

cil\

d by Ihe
nerce from Xatinnnl Uepioseu

la thes , giving their assurance h
bark any action whereby lhi
Mould yet back its pier.

Several days np i letter.'
miniiiiiiry of the pier conditions iind
other detailed information regard-
ing the situation, top-ether with an
appeal for support, were mailed
the Chamber of C bymber
sinned by the
lC Hopkins,

ommerce and were
following: I'Yederiok

,,i,ni.>. president of ihe Hobo-
ken Chamber of Commerce: Thomas
FT. Brown, president of the Hoboken
IJotary Club; .1. Harry ( iHrlen,
president of the Hoboken Lions
Club: Mrs. Kla Ire Schniip. presidentMrs. Klaire

the ll(ib(d<en iip. president
Club, and

'( t h r

have yours of
appreciate. Ihe sit-

Kveii v. Schill. president
ibuken Kiwanis Club.
? H"r>l»ort \ . Stanflpld. Senal<ir froni
'Oregon and chninnan of the I'mn-
jmitlee on I'ublic Lands and Surveys,
'sent I lie following letter:
; "I am pleased to
•recent date anil
nation llobnkpn occupies. I onlv
know n few cases more distressnu;
and they are in Ihe Western Star'"--.
one in Oregon, particularly, ulini'c
.'i l a w part of the taxable proper! v
in many of the counties was taken
away by the Government and placed,

course, on Ihe non-taxable list.
counties bad been receh-

railroad company
and in some

' ins tances
' ent

interest

of
a l t e r our
inK taxes from th
that owned the lands

had isSued bonds depend -
upon the income from those

' ra i l road lands to meet the
and principal.

"I have introduced a bill for their
relief and am pleased to enclose a

i copy. Perhaps my action in this
1' matter will disclose to you my feel-
j ing in such cases."
J The other communication comes
| from < 'oiiRressnian Hoyal C. John-
|son of South Dakota, chairman of
, the Committee on World War*Vet-
;e rans Legislation. It rends
I lows:
j "Replying t: date, signed

as fol- j

o the letter of recent
by your organization

and also the Associated .Service
Clubs of Hoboken, I wish to say I

be glad to give serious eonsid-
to any legislation proposed

luring the present Ression of
Kress affectine Hoboken."

shall
eration

Con- j

The U. S. GOVERNMENT
Through the Secretary of War

OFFERS FOR SALE
The ENTIRE CAPITAL STOCK of the

HOBOKEN MANUFACTURERS'
RAILROAD COMPANY

I'nder scaled bids to be opened Tuesday, August J, 1926. at
the office of the Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad Com-
pany, foot of Fifth Street, Hoboken, N. J., at 11:00 o'clock

' A. M., Eastern Standard Time.

Printed specifications of sale furnished upon application at
the offices of the Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad Com-
pany, foot of Fifth Street, Hoboken, N. J. Telephone
Hoboken 200.

COfFINGOES
TO WASHINGTON

ONPOSTOFHCE
;Will Also Bring Pier Situation to

Attention of Members of
Governtnent

J -\. W. (JolTin, nianaser 01' the Tfo-
I boken Chamber of Commerce, will so
to Washington Monday to make an-
other appeal in Hoboltcn's behalf in
regard to the iostoffiee mid pier
propositions. lie expects to see Sen-
ators Kdge and JJdwards, Congress-
man Auf. der IieiiJe, Postmaster Gen-
eral Xen' and T. V. O'Connor of tha
L'nitcd .States Shipping- Hoard.

lie will, of cour.-'e, uige an appro-
priation for a Federal building: in
Hoboken to afford more adequate

( post office facilities. lie will also nsk
I relief from the ]Att situation, asking,
; mat Hobokou be piyen an annual!
^appropriation from the Federal gov- '
lernment in lieu of taxes or that the
j piers be sold to private owners or
that some other arrangement that
will bo more equitable so far as Ho-
boken is concerned, be made. He will
also ask consideration of the Shore
Line U;iilroad situation. Ills report
on what he accomplishes and what
he learns will be submitted to the

1 directors of the Chamber, of. Com-
merce on his return. '

ASKS FOR BIOS
ii ON SNORE ROAD
;! 'I'hi' Invak hi negotiations bo-
jllwern the Port of New York An-
•ilhority and the t.'nilod Ntates finv-
l t over the ili.spn.sition of Ihe

Kiiilroail Company
dednitc. 'I'lie Win1

iwhTrtlsinff for sale
tin' .slock of the *
Hailroad Company, |
the .Shore lioml in {

Manufacturers'
in Hoboken is
Department is
on August :j
Manufacturers"
which controls
Hohoken.

'Scaled bids
•it Ihe office

are to
of the

be receh ed
ui mi' conifxiny In

Hobokin on August :!. The road
was purehase'l outright by the War
Department on July I. Ill] 7, and

, was utilized throughout I lie war
in connection with the Port of
Kmbarkation at Hoboken. .Since

I then il has been conducted ;"• a.
J commercial venture. The .Secretary
J of War was authorized to sell the
i road to tho Port of New York
Authority, but the latter failed to
meet; the terms of the department .

The Lackawanna Railroud hud
bid $1.0(10.1100 for the property,
and it is expected that, there will
be Keen bidding for the stock of
the company, which means the sale
of tiic road.



1 GILFERT BILLS

! SHOULD BE PASSED.

TO
Western Senators Reply to

Appeal of the Local
Service Clubs.

In r e s p o n s e to t h e n a t i o n - w i d e
a p p e a l m a d e li.v the Assoc ia ted S e n -
ice Club.s of Hohoken , in t l v form
of d i s t r i b u t i n g s eve ra l th

ICl'S III ClVir, StTVll

i i ru ' i in l f t i t i on* (mi l

The Legislature should not adjourn unli! tin?
Gilfert bill.-;, Assembly 4!)5 and 4f»fi, arc passed.

These bills are "enabling bills" and are in-
troduced for the purpose of permitting Hobo-
ken to finance the purchase of the army piers
and the Hoboken Shore Railroad.

Hoboken is not anxious to KO into the rail-
road and steamship business; in fact, the Hobo-
ken City Commissioners are DETERMINED
NOT to go into those lines of business.

I Hut Hobokon MUST FIND, A WAY OUT OF
i ITS TAX DIFFICULTIES, and if those bills
are passed the city will be in a position to TALK
iiL'SINESS with the United States govern-
ment.

Hoboken has been deprived of the taxes from
' the steamship piers since 1017, and if the Shore
road should be purchased by the Forth Author-
iiy. Hoboken may lose taxes on this million

j dollar property.

Hoboken would be far better off owning the
piers, and petting an income from them, than
to have the government own them and get no
income.

• Hoboken could also take over the Shore Kail-
road and lease it to one or tmore of the trunk
line railroads that come into Hoboken, the
lackawanna, Erie, or West Shore.

The Gilfert bills will permit Hoboken to do
romethiiiff other than protest. Hoboken has
lieen helpless in the matter for years. If the
(.lilfort bills are passed, Hobolien can then po to •'•'red v. Schill. president
president Coolidge with a business project. jlioken Khvanis ciub.
j The Gilfert bills should be passed.

usand let - !
i

and \\ el fa re ,
m e m b e r s of ( 'on

i,"i'OHs, r e l a t ive to t h e p ier s i l . i a t ion . i
l u o r o m n i u n i e . i l i o n s h a v e been n
cejved by t h e l l o b o k e n ('lid nibpr of j|.-,

f rom X a t i o n a l l l e p r c s e n - 1.̂ '
le i r a s s u r a n c e to '"
w h e r e b y the city i
p ier . '

If! l ives,
back a n y
would Krl

i i c l i n n

l i . - ic l i i t s

I!.
ha in her of (

Hrown. president of th
Uolary c lub; .1. Harry d'Hrlen.
president of I be Hoboken
Club: .Mrs. Klalri
of the Hoboken Zonta Club, and

Lions i
Schiuip, president |

i f Mi,.

('urn -

sit-

Robert N. Stanflpld. Senator fr
I'Kim and chairman of the

mitlee on Public Lands and Surv
nt Hie following letter:
"I am pleased In have yours

ireeent dulc and appreciate the
nation llohoken occupies. I mih
know .1 few cases more distressing
and they are in the Western Stales.
one in orepon, particularly, when-
;\ lar^e part of ihc taxable proper! v
in many of the count ies was taken
away by the (iovcrnment and placed,

course, on (he non-taxable list,
had been rceeiv
railroad company

lands and in smne
.ed bonds depend -

e n t I " - " " " • - -'--

: of
i a l t e r our cf iunties

',! i n f (axes f rom the
Mhal owned the

from MIPS
tlie. interest

upon the income
' railroad lands to meet
and principal.

( "I have Introduced a bill for their
I relief and am pleased to enclose a
(copy. Perhaps my action in this '

"; matter will disclose to you my feel
! HIM In such cases."
J The other communication conies
I from CoiiRre.ssman Koyal (.'. J o h n - ;
[son of South Dakota, chairman of.'
rtlie ( 'ominittee on World Wnr jVe t - j
j 'enms LcKisIation. It reads
llows: a s f o | . t

1 "lleplyiiiK to the letter of recent
Jd.'ite, signed by your organization
land also the Associated Service
i Clubs of Hobokon, I wish to say I
I shall be glad to give serious consid-
eration to any legislation proposed
duriiiB the present session of Con-
gress affectinfi Hoboken."

COfFINGOES
TO WASHINGTON
! ONPOSMRCE
Will Also Bring Pier Situation to

Attention of Members of

Government

.\. W. i.'ollin, manager oi' Die Tlo.
oK'en Chamber of Commerce, will so

to Washington Monday to make an-
other appeal in Hobolien's behalf in
regnrd to the i.-jstoflice ami pier j
propositions. lie expects to sec .Sen-
ators Kdge and JJdwards, Congress-
man Auf der Ueido, Po.stma.ster Ocn-.
era) Xew and T. V. O'Connor of tlifi

( United .Stales Shipping Hoard. t
j He will, of course, urge an nppro-
, jiriation tor fi Federal butlilingf In
I Hohuken to afford more ndeuuate
j pustoflice facilities. Jle will also ask
I relief from the ].-!er situation, aslsins'
i that .Hobo'.ceti be j-'iven an annual
|appropriation from the J'ederal gov-
lernment in lieu of taxes or that the
| piers be sold to private owners or
jthat some other arrangement that
will ho more equitable so far as Jfo-
boken is concerned, be made. He will
also ask consideration of the Sliore

{Line Ilallroad situation. Mis report,
ion wlmt he accomplishes and what}
he learns will be submitted to the i

.directors of the Chamber, of. Com- j
inerco on his return.

ASKS FOR BIDS
ON SHORE ROAD

:j The break in negotiations bc-
Ijiwcen the I'oi't of N'i'ii York .Au-

thority and the l.'niled States Gov-
ernment over the disposition of the
.Manufacturers' Railroad Compimy
in Hoboken is definite. The Wm"
Department is advertising' tor sale

Ion August ;! the stock of the '
!| .Miiiiiifactnrers' Haflroad (^omimny, |
juli ich controls the Shore Koad In ;
Hoboken. i

Healed bids arc to bo received '
at the office of the company in ':
Hoboken on August '•'*. The road
was purchased outright by the War
Department on July I. 1 HI 7, and
was utilized throughout the war
in connection with i he J'ort of
Kmb.'irknlion at iloliokcn. Since
then it has been conduoleu .•• a
commercial venture. The Secretary
oi' War was authorized to sell the
road to the J'ort of New York
.Authority, but the latter failed to
ineel the lernis of the department.

The Laekawanna Kuilroud had
bid $1.0(10.11011 for the property,
t'lid it is expected that there will
be keen bidding for the stock of
the company, which means iho sale
of I he road.

The U. S. GOVERNMENT
Through the Secretary of War

OFFERS FOR SALE
The ENTIRE CAPITAL STOCK of the

HOBOKEN MANUFACTURERS'
RAILROAD COMPANY

I ndcr scaled bids to be opened Tuesday. August J, 1926, at
the office of the Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad Com-
pany, foot of Fifth Street, Hoboken, N. J., at 11:00 o'rlock

' A. M., Eastern Standard Time.

j Printed specifications of sale furnished upon application at
the offices of the Hoboken Manufacturers' Railroad Com-
pany, foot of Fifth Street, Hoboken, N. J. Telephone
Hoboken 200.
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Congressmen Promise

WESTERN
MEN SHOW
INTEREST
McSweeney, of Ohio, Tells Ki-

wanians That He Has Found
Similar Situation Existing in
Middlewest and Is Trying to
Relieve It

. TREAT IS PROMISED
! FOR NEXT MEETING

The campaign of the Asso-i,
ciated Service Clubs of Ho-'ij
boken, including Rotary, Ki-Ej
vvanis, Lions and. Zonta, ton
o.btain congressional relief ̂
from the Hoboken pier situa-ji
tioti is beginning to bring re-h
suits, at least in letter writ- :\
ing. jjj

Thruugh these dubs ;in< 1 the 11 •'••][]
hoken Chamber <>f Commerce iiinn'1 j;
than .".OUO Idlers were pent to <"'in-
Ri'tsf-nicn ami .Senators ;il] over th'.1

I 'nitrd Stales, askhiR tor their
assistance, in obtaining reimburse i
mo.nt for the Mile Square City in I
return for the millions it has lost f
through the fact, that since the gov- '
ernnient has been in possession of <
the North German 1/loyd tiro]>erty im !

tuxes have been paid mi tlie latter.

At ys l e rday ' s luncheon of the
boken Kiwanis Club. I'rvsidonl Fred-
erick Schlll wan a bio t o . announce
Iliat replies have been received al-
ready from three Congressmen. One
is from Carl II. Cliindblom of t l u
'I'etith District, Illinois;; another from
Chauneey H. Little of the Second
District, Kansas, and the third from
.lolin M(h'\\eeiuy, Sixteenth Disitrict,
Ohio.

•McSwee.ne.y, a fellow Kiwanian,
said ho had tallied the matter over
with Congressman ORden I,. Mills of
New York, who agreed with him
that Tloboken was entitled to relief.
Jlciitweeney added that many ol the
cities in the Western States had
found themselves In a similar pre-
dicament foil mine: the "World War,
and thai it. was a, subject which
•would set his thoughtful and earnest
consideration.

Attendance Light.
The aUenilauee at the luncheon

was light. This was explained by
th'.1 fact that many of the Kiwanian;!
hnd been dancing up to ;! o'clock in
the morning at the Kiwanian ball
at the Union Club the ni^lil before.
and felt tired. The committee which
had arranged and carried out the ball
•with such unusual success, coiu'ist-
ing of President Seliill. Hob Greeur,
T.my Volk. Jr.; Ur. Kobert. Xuttrnss,
Arthur Lankerinsp, Henry Kroliyg-
liaus and William .1. Duffy, were
given .seats of honor at. the dais.
KrelinghaiiR explained tliat 90 pel:
cent of the credit should go to
Greear, who was practically the
"whole works" so far as obtaining
the wonderful talent was concerned.

Hob Rieser announced that, he hail
arranged a treat'for next Thursday,
when the speaker will . be Pro?.
Andres Osuna nf Mexico City, wlu
vill talk about Mexican and South
American relations. Jteiiieuiberlus;
}'rof. Ebenezer Traprock and hl^
illustrated lecture at a luncheon ot
the club two months ago, the Ki-
VunianH were .inclined to1 believe
that Rieser was going' to entertain
them with some more vaudeville,
but he asserted that Prof. Osuna is
the real goods, with an important
message o dellvc/.

PORT AUTHORITY
AND SHORE ROAD:

At a meeting of the Boar^l of
Pireetors of the Port Authority of
Xew York, on Thursday afternoon a
resolution expressing the desire of
the Port body to "co-operate" with
the City of Hoboken tn the manage-
ment of the Shore Road was au-1
thorlzed. |

A communication to that effect I
will be sont to the Hoboken City:
Commissioners. Acting Mayor Gus-|
lav Bach of Hoboken stated yester-
day that he had not received any
communication from tho Port Au-
thority on the matter but the city
had no intention of taking over the
road's management. j

"At the recent receiving of bids j
for the property of the Manufac- I

• hirers' Railroad Company by the
Government the city made a pro-,
posal to take over the waterfront
property owned by the company in
e\change for bonds of the city at!
t lie assessed value of the land," said;
Mayor Bach.

"We do not want the Shore Road,
1 and believe that it might better be
1 taken over by a railroad company."
j The Secretary of War ordered !
the sale of the Manufacturers' Rail- j

[road Company's property, including j
the Shore Road and the land, tiftor,

I many months of delay with the
Porl, Authority in coming to terms
on the sale.

ACTION ON THE SHORE ROAD.

Nobody seems to want the Hobokrn Manu-

facturers' Railroad all of a sudden.

The War Department is ready to discard it
in the junk heap of the Quartermaster's De-
partment, where it will bring no revenue t.o
Hoboken at all.

The city of Hoboken does not appear very
anxious to acquire it.

And the Port Authority has very gracefully
offered to help the city of Hoboken to buy it.

Which leaves the city high and dry, facing
the prospect of losing still more taxes.

In view of the situation that has developed, it
might be advisable for the city to take steps to
induce a buyer to come into Hoboken and make
a bid for the railroad property.

Rather than permit the transfer of the prop-
erty to the Quartermaster, with the consequent
loss of revenue, it would seem to be good policy
for the city authorities to help the War De-
partment secure a buyer. Hoboken is probably
not in a position to assume the responsibility of
buying up this road in the expectation of de-
posing of it later. Why not help find a buyer
now and save the money and the worry?

The War Department has set November 1 as
the date for action. It behooves the city authori-
ties to get busy.

SILZER PRAISES
CITY'S EFFORTS
ONSHOREROAD

Former Governor Declares Port
Authority Will Lend Every Aid

Possible

tin-
t he

Ho-,
VVa J*

The effort recently mart" by
City of Hoboken to acquire
waterfront, property of the
lioken Manufacturers' Railroad
commended by George K. Silzer.1

chairman of the Port of New Vork
Authority, in a letter sont to Cor-
poration Attorney .lohn .1. Fallon.
and received ami filed bv the City.
Commissioners of Hoboken at their;
regular weekly meetinc yesterday. |

Poiniiiif,' out that the Port Author-
ity has sought to keep the valuable!
property out of private hnnris, Mr. '
Siher says that the Port Autborl lv
wil l lend Ilolmken its assistance In
assuring public control of the land
Mr. Silzer savs:

'• " I rear] with much Interest that
the City of Hoboken had made bid

| for the shorefront property recrntlv
: advertised for sale by the Secretary
i of War.

"The Port Author i ty h.is striven
i l l along to keep this pro^orty out

" f private hands, in order Hi.-'t ( l ,
oiiqht be devoted In public 11.«-•• «s, nivl '
It Is pleased tn know that effort? ar<
bf>in™ made by the Citv of Hoboken
to acquire, i t

" I f the City of Hohoken is able
iea.'illy and financially to lake over
this property and to conduct it in
the interest, of the public, you may
iest fissured that the- Port Authori ty
Ti l l lend the city every aid that Is
possible.

Has Lost Much.
"The City r.f Hohokon has suffered

much from the policy nf the Federal
I Government in the lows nf taxation
<>n its waterfront property, and
ought to be put in a position as snon
as possible to he relieved from thes"
burdens.

"It is a Is , of sreaf importance to
e\ei.vbody interested in the develop-
ment of the Port of New York to
'•e that as much waterfront prop-

erty as possible comes into public
hands.

" T h " policy of (be City of >>«•
York in the ownership of Its doek«
has amply demonstrated tho wisdom
of this policy.

" ' In the oilier ha ml, the ]ar|< of
foresight on the Jersey shore, which
as led to absolute private owner-
ship of the entire wnforfrr nt, demon-
strates with equal force the fallacy
nf such a policy.

| "In this contieetinn jt Is. of course.
(also of importance that railroad
properly owned by the Federal Gov-
ernment lie preserved as part of Belt

ne i:i, in order that the public may
• pr.iteolrd in that particular."
The letter closes with an assur-.

unco of tlie Pori Ai ' thor i lv 's desire!
Ir. co-operate with Mr. Fallen in the
public inlere.-i
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ongressme n Promise

WESTERN
MEN SHOW

McSweeney, of Ohio, Tells Ki-
wanians That He Has Found
Similar Situation Existing in
Middlewest and Is Trying to
Relieve It

TREAT IS PROMISED
FOR NEXT MEETING

The campaign of the Asso-jj
dated Service Clubs of Ho-;j
boken, including Rotary, KM
wanis, Lions and. Zonta, top
obtain congressional relief pj
from the lloboken pier situa-ji
tion is beginning to bring re- -!

suits, at least in letter writ- ;
ing.

Through these clubs and the II <•'•
>>ol<en Chamber of Commerce IIMHV
than Tr.OOO letters were sent In Con- ||
Kres.snien and Senators all over the ''
I'nited States, asking tor their
assistance in obtaining reimburse-
ment for tile .Mile Square Citv In
return for th" millions it has lost
through the fact that .since t!i- i:o\-
ernment has been in possession i;'
tliu North CJerman Lloyd property no
taxes have been paid on the latter.

AL yesterday's luncheon uf the
l.nkeii Khvanis Club. President Fred-
crick Hchlll was able to unnounee
i hat replies have been received al-
i fatly from throe Congressmen. Urn.1

is from Carl K. Chiiullilom of til •
T'-nth .District, Illinois; an itlier from
(liauneey H. Mttle of the Second
Uittiiet. Kansas, and the third from
John MeSwetr.oy, Sixteenth .District.
Ohio.

.McSwceney, n fellow Kiwanian,
saiil lie had talked the mutter over
with Courvressimin Ogrtoii 1*. Mills nf
New York, who agreed witli him
that Tlobokeu was entitled to relief.
•McMveeviey added Unit many of th"
cities in the Western States had
found themselves In a similar pre-
dicament foil w i n s the World War.
and thai. it. was a. subject \\p:ieli
•would get his thoughtful and earnest
consideration.

Attendance Light.
The attendance ot the lunelieon

•was light. This was explained I).'
'111'.1 fact that many of. the Kiwainai'.::
had been danciny ii|i to '•'< nVIoel; in
the morning at the Kiwanian ball
at the In iou Club the night be'o/e.
and felt tired. Tlie committee which
had arranged and carried out Ihe ball
•with such Unusual .success, eoii.'ist-
ing of President ycliill. Bob U recur.
T.my Volk, Jr.: Dr. JJohert Xattrass.
Arthur hankering, Henry Frelijj'-:-
haus and William .1. Duffy, in-i •
given seals of honor at the diis .
Frelinghaus explained that ill) per
cent nt the credit should gu t"
Greear, who was practically Ihe
"whole works" so far as obtaining
the wonderful talent was concern' d

Bob Rieser announced that lie had
arranged a treat ' tor next Thursday.
when the speaker will . bo Pm' ,
Andres Osuna .if Mexico City, wh >
•will talk about Mexican and Mont!.
American relations. Kememld ini:
J'rof. Ebenezer Traprock and hU
illustrated lecture at a luncheon ol
the club two months ago, the Ki-
waniatiH were .inclined to believe I
that Rieser was going to ciuortiiin
them with some more vinnlin ill", !
but he asserted that Prof. Osumt i.
tiic real goods, with an Jmn.jrtaiu
message * dellv(/<

1LZER PRABES
CITY'S EFFORT,

Former Governor Declares Port
Authority Will Lend Every Aid

Possible

PORT AUTHORITY
AND SHORE ROAD

At a meeting of the Roard of
Directors of the Port Authority ot j^JHuboken at all.
Xew York, on Thursday afternoon a rv
resolution expressing the desire of i |j
the Port body to "co-operate" with ! -
the City of Hoboken in tha manage- );
nient of the Shore Road was au- |j
thorized. |1 ;:

A communication to that effect!!
will be sent to the Hoboken City ( h
Commissioners. Acting Mayor Ous-|U
lav Bach of lloboken stated jester- ij-
day that he had not received any i i
communication from the Port Au- \<
thority on the matter but the city
had no Intention of taking over the (
road's management.

"At the recent receiving of bids
; for the property of the Manufac-
i turers' Railroad Company by the
Government the city made a pro-

I posal to take over the waterfront
property owned by the company in lfsf,
exchange for bonds of the city at '. \M
Ihe assessed value of the land," said ' ***
Mayor Bach,

"We do not want the Shore Hoad,
and believe that it might better be
taken o\er hy a railroad company,"

The Secretary of War ordered
the sale of Hie Manufacturers' Knll-

ACTION OX THE SHORE KOAD.

! Nobody seems to want the Hoboken Manu-'

facturers' Railroad all of a sudden.

The War Department is ready to discard it!

• in the junk heap of the Quartermaster's De-,

Apartment, where it will bring no revenue to :

J The city of Hoboken does not appear very

"anxious to acquire it.
| And the Port Authority has very gracefully !
j offered to help the city of Hoboken to buy it. )

Which leaves the city high and dry, facing
the prospect of losing still more taxes.

In view of the situation that has developed, it
might be advisable for the city to take steps to
induce a buyer to come into Hoboken and make ,
a bid for the railroad property. f

Rather than permit the transfer of the prop- [
erty to the Quartermaster, with the consequent
loss of revenue, it would seem to be good policy

.) tor the city authorities to help the War De-
partment secure a buyer. Hoboken is probably'
not in a position to assume the responsibility of j
buying up this road in the expectation of d;}' !
posing of it later. Why not help find a buyer,
now and save the money and the worry ? j

T h e effort r ecen t ly m a d e by I!"'1"
City nf l lnhnken to a c i u l r e the
wattTfrnnt. p i o p e r t v of the H o -
boken M a n u f a c t u r e r s ' Ra i l road w a s
c o m m e n d e d by George S. Silzer,
c h a i r i n i n of thi= Port M X e w York
Author i ty , in a l e t t e r sent to C o r - 1

pn ra t ion A t t o r n e y J o h n .1. Kallnn.
and received and riled bv the City
C o m m i s s i o n e r s nf Hobnken at the i r
r e s u l a r weekh- mce t in i : y e s t e r d a y . |

P o i n t i n g out that the Por t A u t h i r - i
;ty has sought to keep the v a l u a b l e -
i r ope r ty nut nf p r i v a t e h a n d s . ]\!r.|

; Si lzer s a y s t h a t the Port A u t h o r i t y
will lend l l oboken i ts a s s i s t a n c e In

! a s s u r i n g publ ic con t ro l of the land.
Mr. Si lzer s a y s :

"I read with m u c h In teres t tha t
the City of l lob. iken had m a d e bid

j for thp sho re f ron t p r o p e r t y r e r r i i t l v
i Hlvortised for s i l e by the S e c r e t a r y
| of War.

" T h e Port A u t h o r i t y h i s s t r i v e n
;ill a long to keep t h i s p r o p e r t y ou t
"f- p r i v a t e h a n d s , In 3 trier t ha t it
nipJit lie devo ted lo publ ic uses , ,-ui'l

it IK pleased to k n o w t h a t efforts a r c
lieiri? m a d e hy t h e Citv of Hoboken
to a c q u i r e it.

"If t he Ci ty nf Hohoken is able
legal ly and financially to l a k e m er
th is p r o p e r t y and to ent iduet it in
the in te res t nf t h e publ ic , you m a v
les t a s s u r e d tha t t h e Pn r t Al l thnr i tv
Till lend the eilv eve ry aid lha t Is
pMSsible.

j Has Lost Much.
" T h e City r.f llolvokoll hit" suffered

' m u c h from the policy of the f e d e r a l
' G o v e r n m e n t in the loss of l a x a t i MI
on its w i l e r f r o n t p rope r ty , and

n i i q h l to be put in a posi t ion as snnn
la s poss ible to be re l ieved from t h e s s
b u r d e n s .

"It is a ls "i of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e To
e \ e r y b n d y in te res t ed in t h e d e v e l o p -
ment of the P o r t of N e w York fo

i sco (ha t a s touch w a t e r f r o n t p r o p .
" i t y a s possible c o m e s in to pub l ic

plainly.

" T l v policy of t h e City nf X e w
V 'i'k in the o w n e r s h i p of i t s d o c k s
has imi|i l \ d e m o n s t r a t e d Hi" wisdom
of t ins policy,

" " n i ho o the r h a n d , (be lnrl< of
foresight on t h e J e r s e y sho re , wh ich
as led to a b s o l u t e p r i v a t e o w n e r -
sh ip of the en t i r e w a t o r f r r t i t , d e m o n -
s t r a t e s n u h ooual f iree the fa l lacy
of such a policy.

"In th i s connec t ion 't Is. of enitrso.
;:lsn of i m p o r t a n c e l h a t r a i l r o a d
prope r ly owned hy (hi- Federa l G o v -
e r n m e n t be p rese rved a s p a r t of Pel t
Line 13. in o r d e r tha t t h e public m a y
b " p ro t ec t ed in d ia l p a r t i c u l a r . "

T h e l e t t e r c loses wi th an a s s u r -
ance of the pnr l A t ' thor i l v's des i re i
I-. cn-opnivi l" wi;h Mr. [•'alien in t h e
public i n t e r r s i

i : ino sale or nw Manufacturers ' Hall- M«;i T h c W a r D c P a r t m f i n t h i l s s e t November 1 a s '
I [road Company's property, including I S t l i e date for action. It behooves the city a u t h o n - .
I the Shore Road and the land, «ifter ^Hf;o a «n mpf hniv '
| many months of delay with | h e I H H - « l u b " !•
: Pori Authority in coming to terms
on the sale.
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INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
Heart of Port of New York

FOR SALE

...BY...

HOBOKEN MANUFACTURER'S RAILROAD CO.
"HOBOKEN SHORE ROAD"

GOVERNMENT OWNED
...TO...

THE HIGHEST BIDDER
Under Sealed Bids

MAY 10, 1922

510 VACANT LOTS
HOBOKEN, N. J.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS INQUIRE OF

CAPTAIN C. D. O'NEAL
Vice-President and General Manager

"HOBOKEN SHORE ROAD"

FOOT OF FIFTH STREET HOBOKEN, N. J.



Aeroplane View Showing Ideal Location^of Hoboken in Port of New York

if Indicates Location of Property For Sale.



I.R.T. SUBWAY

B.R.T. SUBWAY

ELEVATED LINES

0 | SUBWAY STA.

O D ELEVATED STA.

P-5.R0FN.J.
P-4 f?. STATION

Transit and Transportation Facilities of Hoboken
Railroads affording connections to property are integral parts of Port Authority Plan.

Map reproduced thru courtesy of Irving National Bank, New York City.



PANORAMIC VIEW OF H(bBOKEN FROM THE WEST

VACANT PRC^ERTY SHOWN IS FOR SALE

TRACKS OF NEW JERSEY J U N ^ O N RAILROAD IN FOREGROUND.

^ f y °̂  Hoboken, Hudson County, N. J., the hub of the New York
Metropolitan District. Twenty minutes from Downtown, New York.

PlottttPC ^ o s t desirable f°r a^ t vPe s °f industry. Plottage may be had for a single con-
<-> tiguous development covering four city blocks approximately 460 ft. by 860 ft.

Area 510 City Lots, each 25 feet by 100 feet.

T?terry

^ p ' a n ̂ as ̂ e e n PrePared showing projected side-track facilities
in connection with this property over the Jersey Junction Rail-

road which will afford connections with all trunk lines in the Metropolitan District and
the United States.

Pier Connections United States Line, Panama Line, Cosmopolitan Shipping Com-
pany, Munson Line, Ellerman Lines, Holland-America Line,

Wilson Line, North German Lloyd, Lamport & Holt and Scandinavian Line, affording
steamship connections with all ports of the world, have their termini at the Hoboken
piers, approximately twelve blocks distant. Railroad connections over the Hoboken Shore
Railroad by means of the proposed switching plan will give direct connections to Hoboken
piers or by lighters to any piers in the Port of New York.

Tunnel ^ e new v e n i c u ' a r t u n n e l t0 New York City, to be finished in
1925, is one mile distant.

to 23rd, Christopher and Barclay Sts., New York City over either the
Hoboken 14th Street or Hudson Place D. L. & W. Ferries, less than
one half mile distant.

P r 0P e r t v served by modern sewers, well paved streets, water, gas and
electricity. Adequate power available.

Zone ProPerty m heavy Industrial Zone established by City Ordinance,
thereby protecting these properties from future undersirable en-

croachments and stabilizing the location.

Center of Population of 8.OOO.OOO. This property lies close to the geo-
J 1 J 7 7 graphical and population centers or

Metropolitan District of 8,000,000. Largest market in the world.

/ nhnr Wfnrbpt Both skilled and unskilled labor, male and female, abundant in this
JL iL4'l/\JI lfJ. Lt'l >vC/ #- ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 r~\ I

neighborhood and has ready access to this property over the u. L.
& W. Railroad and its ferries, over the Hudson Tubes from New York City, Jersey City
and Newark, also connecting with the termini of the Erie and Pennsylvania Railroads, and
by means of the Public Service Railway Company, which affords trolley connections with all
parts of Northern New Jersey, eleven lines having their termini in Hoboken.

or Manufacturing, Assembling, Fabricating. Either Domestic or Foreign
Trade. Ideal for combination.



MAP OF HOBOKEN. RED AREA INDICATES PROPERTY FOR SALE.

PROPERTIES OF HOBOKEN MFRS R.R.
SHOWN THUS

PROJECTED SIDE TRACKS
SHOWN THUS

BUSINESS ZONE N» 2

LI5MT INDUSTRIAL ZOWE

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL ZONE

RESIDENCE ZONE N
RESIDENCE ZONE N° ?
BU5INE3S ZONE N°J

mmmmtmz

m\M!®.n

RED LINES SHOW PROPOSED SWITCHING PLAN.

Tracks may be extended to serve entire heavy Industrial Zone.

See legend upper right hand corner for property of Hoboken Manufacturer's Railroad, Zone Plan, etc.



CONDITIONS OF SALE.
Offered for sale to highest bidder. Bids will be opened and passed on Wednesday, May ioth,

192a, at 10 o'clock a. m., by Board of Directors, Hoboken Manufacturer's Railroad Company, at office

of Vice-President, foot of Fifth Street, Hoboken, N. J.

TERMS:-
1st — Cash offer will be considered for entire tract, or

2nd—Offer will be considered for entire tract, on following terms :

50% cash, payable date of conveyance—

25% payable one year thereafter—
2 5% payable two years thereafter—

All deferred payments to be secured by purchase money,

bond, and mortgage, to bear interest at the rate of six

per cent. Payable semi-annually

Purchaser to assume all assessments for public improvements recently completed,

which approximate $485,000.00.

Certified check for ten per cent, of the net price bid [difference between total price

bid and assessments] to accompany each offer.

Appeals are pending with a view to reducing the above assessments, or having same

set aside. If assessments are reduced or set aside, one-half of any amount so saved

shall accrue to purchaser and balance to seller, such balance to be paid seller as fol-

lows : On cash offer, when reduction is allowed or assessment set aside; On deferred

payment plan when last mortgage payment is due.

The seller reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

No commission will be paid.

Detailed information may be obtained upon inquiry.

Issued by

HOBOKEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
1 NEWARK STREET

HOBOKEN, N. J.

A. W. COFFIN, Manager.

We want TO U to develop this property. PUT IN YOUR BID



nited States War Department
and Hoboken Shore Railroad Company

order the Sale of

-. « ' • Jit. .
//.VAT. I

• • • • ' * V I M ?

Adams Street, Showing Property to Be Sold.

91 Hoboken, N. J., Industrial Sites
On and near SEVEN TRUNK LINE RAILROADS

and adjoining streets and avenues, HOBOKEN, N. J.
Facing on Willow Ave., Madison Street, Harrison Street

ublic Auction
at noon, in Exchange Salesroom, 14 Vesey Street, New York City

hurs., May 24th, 1923
Captain C. D. O'Neal, U. S. Army
^ice-President and General Manager

Hoboken Shore Railroad
Foot of 5th Street, Hoboken

Telephone, Hoboken 200-01-02

167 Liberty Street

New York City

Title Policies Free

New Jersey Title Guarantee
& Trust Company

Telephone

/ Cortlandt 0744



United States War Department orders
this Auction Sale

ALL of the following prominent Bankers, Business Men,
Civic Bodies and Public Utility Corporations have ex-
pressed to me, in writing, their faith in the future
expansion and growth of HOBOKEN, N. J., as one of

the greatest commercial and industrial centers in the United
States: John S. Mabon, President, Hudson Trust Company;
W. W. Young, President, First National Bank of Hoboken;
Samuel F. Hartzel, Treasurer, Hoboken Trust Company; J. Van
Lierde, President, Hudson Cocoa Products Corporation; L.
Fraissinet, President, The Button Machinery Co.; Charles H.
Focht, Geo. Focht Sons; George A. Berger, Vice-President, The
Trust Company of New Jersey; B. N. McFeely, Director, Depart-
ment of Public Safety; C. M. Owens, President, Owens & Trae-
ger, Inc.; August Graf, Acting Postmaster, Hoboken, N. J.;
William A. D. Evans, President, Cooper Hewitt Electric Com-
pany; A. W. Coffin, Manager, Hoboken Chamber of Commerce.
Hoboken, N. J.; E. G. Kent, Agent, Public Service Electric Co.,
Hoboken, N. J.

1 TU\

GRAND STREET, Near 14th S Sold on Both Sides of Street

On October 19, 1922, I conducted an auction sale for the United States War
Department and the Hoboken Shore Railroad Co. of about 219 lots and plots in Hoboken.

I have now been instructed by the United States War Department and the Hoboken
Shore Railroad Co. to sell at Public Auction on Thursday, May 24, 1923, at noon in the
Exchange Salesroom, No. 14 Vesey Street, New York City, to the highest bidder, about 291
lots immediately adjoining the property sold last October. They will be offered as a
whole and then separately in lots and plots. The lots average 25 x 100 feet each.

Twenty Minutes to New York City
The shortest possible distance to all the HOME and FOREIGN MARKETS is open

to the BUYERS of these Hoboken Government Lots. The WORLD'S RICHEST MARKET,
NEW YORK CITY, is within 20 minutes of the property to be sold, with uninterrupted
Ferry and Rail Service.

Hoboken is in the very heart of the Metropolitan Transportation Hub. Only sidings
are necessary to connect the Lots to be auctioned with the NEW YORK CENTRAL the
ERIE, DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA and WESTERN, CENTRAL RAILROAD* OF
NEW JERSEY, the PENNSYLVANIA, BALTIMORE and OHIO and LEHIGH VALLEY
Railroads. LESS than a MILE from Piers where manufactured products can be shipped

\ to the PORTS OF THE WORLD. Through these great systems connection may be had
A U A L L . T R A N S - C 0 N T I N E N T A L railroads, thus placing the property to be sold at

Immediate connection with Hoboken's
entire Waterfront may be had through the Hoboken
Shore Mailroad.

Tn- NEW VEHICULAR TUNNEL from
Canal Street. New York, to Jersey City, scheduled
to be completed in 1925, is less than a mile from the
Hoboken Government Lots. When completed,
this Vehicular Tunnel should put Hoboken Manu-
factured Produces within 30 minutes, by truck, of
10 PER CENT.lof the ENTIRE POPULATION
OF AMERICA, C7.REATER NEW YORK.

•low Avenue Parcel
1 eluded in Sale.

•tf
i—S-.

Unusual Chance to Buy Industrial Sites
At Your Own Price

Tunnel Connections Are Ideal

The Hudson and Manhattan Tunnel to New York City
is FIVE MINUTES from the Lots. The Hudson and Man-
hattan Tunnel connects HOBOKEN with Thirty-fourth Street,
New York City, Uptown, and Cortlandt Street, New York City,
Downtown; also Park Place, Newark, N. J.

The famous Hoboken United States Government Piers,
connecting with WORLD PORTS, are 5 minutes from these
Hoboken Government Lots. The UNITED STATES LINE,
COSMOPOLITAN SHIPPING CO., MUNSON LINE, ELLER-
MAN LINES, HOLLAND-AMERICA LINE, WILSON LINE,
NORTH GERMAN LLOYD, LAMPORT & HOLT and the
SCANDINAVIAN LINE, have their termini at the Hoboken
Piers. The City of Hoboken fronts on the Hudson River for
more than a mile, opposite the City of New York, and Water
Transportation is available to any part of the PORT OF NEW
YORK. Wharfage Facilities may be obtained at many points
along the Hudson River.

Fine Motor Highways surround Hoboken and overland transportation of raw prod-
ucts, by truck, from almost any point in the East, is intensely practical.

Four Ferry Lines from Hoboken to New York—one to Barclay Street, one to Chris-
topher Street, and two to 23rd Street, New York City, insure rapid and uninterrupted Truck
Service.

Power in Abundance
The Public Service Corporation of New Jersey states it is equipped to serve the

property to be sold with unlimited POWER, LIGHT and HEAT, either electrically or gas
engendered.

The City of Hoboken Zoning Ordinance, NOW IN EFFECT, restricts the lots to be
auctioned exclusively to Industrial Pursuits, thus heading off any undesirable developments.

Labor Supply Unexcelled
Hoboken, with its Ferries, Railroad and Tubes service taps the great New York

Labor Market with ease. Skilled and unskilled help in abundance should be immediately
available to the Manufacturer who Bids and Buys at this Public Auction, on Thursday,
May 24th, at 1 2 o'clock noon, in the Real Estate Salesroom, 14 Vesey Street, New York City.

Just look at the Industries now located, and Flourishing, in Hoboken. They located
in Hoboken and PROSPERED, but they DID NOT have an OPPORTUNITY TO
PURCHASE their FACTORY SITES at PUBLIC AUCTION PRICES from the UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT.

A few of these are: Pennsylvania R. R.
Marine Shops; Ferguson Bros. Mfg. Co.; Federal
Metal Bed Co.; Bering Bros., Paints; W. & A.
Fletcher Co., Boilermakers; American Lead Pencil
Co.; Independent Warehouses, Inc., Storage;
Jewel Tea Co., Inc., Teas and Spices; Thomas J.
Lipton, Inc., Teas, Coffees and Cocoa; Keuffel &

\ H "^t^lSF ^ H Esser; Tietjen and Lang Dry Dock Co., and others.

Factory Sites at Public Auction Prices
Thursday, May 24, is the date. The Real

Estate Salesroom, at 14 Vesey Street, New York
City, is the place. Noon is the time.

Hoboken Waterfront Near
Lots to Be Sold.

' .'te
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Terms of Sale
10% of the purchase price

and auctioneer's fee of $15 per
lot and salesroom fee of $5 for
each knockdown on day of
sale, balance in 30 days.

Purchases are made subject
to confirmation by Secretary of
War, United States Government.

All facts governing this sale
will be included in printed terms
of sale, to be read at time of
sale.

This map shows the marvelous
transportation facilities this Hoboken
property enjoys.

The map shows the Lots, proximity
to New York City and every part of
the Great Port of New York and the
entire Metropolitan District is clearly
indicated.

Ferry lines, railroad main lines,
U. S. Government piers and fine truck
highways surround the property to be
sold at auction Thursday, May 24th,
in the Real Estate Exchange Salesroom,
14 Vesey Street, New York City.

How to Reach
Property

Take Hudson Tunnels from
Cortlandt Street or 33rd Street,
N. Y. City, to Hoboken, then
Grove Street car to Henderson
Street and property; or Lacka-
wanna Ferries from West 2 3rd,
Christopher or Barclay Streets to
Hoboken, then Grove Street car
to Henderson Street and prop-
erty. The property can be
reached by Hudson Tunnels
from Newark and Jersey City.

•V/A
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Auctioneer /
67 LIBERTY 5 T nrC TELEPHONt CORTLAnOT 0 7 * *
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DttV DOCK CC.

67 LIBERTY STREET- NEW YORK CITY
TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 0 7 4 4EW YORK CITY

ANDT O744

Thursday, May 24th, at 12 o'clock noon, Real Estat room, 14 Vesey Street, York City
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