Hudson libraries are facing the prospect
of buying fewer books and offering fewer
seivices — as well as cutting back hours of
operation and staff—if funding reductions for
libraries in the state budget are not restored.

Tle hardest hit of the Hudson libraries
wi!l be Jersey City's since it gets two types
of state aid, one going to support its regular
operations and the other for the operation of
the area library services.

One of the possibilities facing Ben
Grimm, library director, if the cutbacks are
not restored at least partially, is the closing
of cne or more branch libraries.

ikl

Although Grimm said he wou'ld wait until
the state budget is finalized before con-
temp ating what steps are needed to cut
costs, he admitted closing a branch is one
aiternative open to him.

Others include buying fewer books or
cufting back on staff or services even though
the library already has laid off a number of
staffers and cut back operations at branches
and the main library.

“We've got a budget that's substantially
less than last year's anyway,” Grimm said.
“Further cutbacks would mean the collapse

or dissolution of the area libraries in the
state” ., - i

The area or network plan is one tHat has
larper libraries — 24 of them across the
state~providing for inter-library loans of
books and other materials which local
libraries cannot provide to patrons as well as
telephone and over-the<counter information
and reference service to the public.

According to Howard S. Vogt, president
of the New Jersey Library Association, the
in‘er-library loan system is fundamentally
an information system and has proved par-
ti-ularly valuable to business people and

Hoboken has 3-way
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plug for water leak

s By ELIZABETH PARKS

Hoboken city officials are working out
a “three pronged plan’ to recover
approximately 30 per cent of the $500,000
a year in water that has been escaping
the system.

Mayor Steve Cappiello, Public Works
Director Raphael Vitale, members of the
city’s Water Department and three
representatives from the city council met
yesterday to discuss ways to salvage the
water that is now being lost through
leaks, seepage and inadequate meter
readings. \

Hoboken loses approximately 50 per
cent of the water it buys from Jersey
City. With Jersey City water rates about
to increase, city officials are determined
to cut their losses.

Councilman Robert Ranieri, chairman
of the council committee on water and
sewerage, said yesterday that the water
department has been told to launch a
three pronged recovery program.

The department is to begin
“immediately” to revamp its metering
service; fully implement an expanded
street repair program; and recoup
collection of all overdue bills.

To Double Averages

Ranieri said the department intends to
“double’’ the averages of all estimated
readings. If a company, for instance, is
now paying Hoboken an averaged charge
of $5,000 a month for water, the city will
double that average to $10,000 a month.

The double charge, Ranieri says, is to
offset an advantage that companies who
own and service their own meters now
hold over the city.

“If a meter is registering inaccurate
readings that benefit the company,”

A

meters because they're coming out
ahead.

““But if we double our averages and the
readings ~remain inaccurate, then we
come out ahead. The company is then
forced to fix the meters so that actua
water use is recorded.” t

Ranieri said that ‘“conscientious home
owners and industries” are penalized by
the present meter system.

The councilman estimated that it will
take “approximately’’ a year for the
Hoboken Water Department to put into
effect the remedies that will reform the
system.

. " R
Hoboken gives > %7

Bringing in a vacuum cleaner — at
considerable expense — to get rid of
the litter left on Washington Street in
Hoboken every day may prove effec-
tive, but is it not still another instance
of the city capitulating when its efforts
to enforce its ordinances afe ignored?

The public works director points out
that persuasion and warnings failed to
check littering on the city’s main busi-
ness street. Since there are 140 police-
men, he wonders why no policeman
ever gives out a littering ticket.

One answer, he speculates, is that
the local judges are so lenient that the
tickets have been a waste of time.

Hoboken’s officials seem to want to
be known as nice guys. First they gave

rescarchers, many of whom rely on it in
making their hiving,

“These cuts pose a serious and im-
mediate threat to the health of the library
system throughout the state, and its ability
to :erve the peopie of New Jersey,” Vogt
said. .

He noted that 1i the proposed cuts are
alvwed to stand, — reducing allocations
from $7.5 to $5.2 million — libraries will be
forced to cut back average opening hours
from a current 47 to 39 hours a week. An.
estimated 175,000 books will not be purchased

if the cuts stand ana about 500 or more full-
time staffers will have to be dropped across
the state.

A spokesman for the Bayonne Library
said that book purchases and periodical
subscriptions probably would be hardest hit.
“All our operating expenses have gone up —
fuel, gas electric, service contracts, branch
rents. We've no extra money. The only place
we can cut back is on the books we buy,”” the
spokesman explained.

However, Bayonne will not be as hard hit
as other communities since it does not have
to rely on a large extent on the area library
services provided by the Jersey City Public
Library.

“The smaller communities who haven't a
large book service and who use the area
library services are going to be hit very
hard,” the spokesman said.

In Hoboken, Lucille Cunningham, library
director, explained the predicament that
libraries find themselves in with less state
money.

Libraries must stay open a certain

number of hours and have a certain number
of employes depending on the municipalities’
popalation in order to qualify for state aid,
she explained.

However, the state is telling libraries
that if they want to continue to receive their
reduced aid, they will have to continue pro-
viding services accomplished with a larger
budget.

Thirty per cent of Miss Cunningham’s
state aid will be slashed if she fails to keep
the library open a required number of hours
each week. Another 10 to 20 per cent will be
lost if there are not a certain level of
employes.

“It's going to be very hard to do,” Miss
Cunningham said. *'I don’t knaw how we'll do
it. Right now we're just keeping our fingers
crossed.”

In North Bergen, the cutbacks might
mean that a children's librarian will not be
hired and the limiting of the number of story
hours presented for children. There will also
be cutbacks on magazines and book
purchasing, according to Edmund Savoie,
director.

Union City's library has a budget that
barely meets  operations expenses, acting
director Silva Barsumyan, said. Their state
aid money went to help maintenance costs.
Last year they fireproofed the library and
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th Hoboken and Jersey City reportedly

agreement on an increase in the rate

itter charges the former for water,

ken is instituting & new procedure to

er some of that cost from consumers.
N - Vo

yies and residents who have been

ty moved today to revamp meters, step
llections and halt leaks in its water
system.

ty officials decided on a crash, one-
water program yesterday, pointing out
hat they are faced with higher rates from
ersey City and the loss of nearly half the
water that reaches Hoboken,
Councilman Robert Ranieri said the plan
to double the estimated readings should en-
€purage industries to repair their meters, “If
&,can't account for 47 per cent of our water

Ranieri said, “it's hard for the city to
convince the company to service their

Hoboken acts

up keeping parked cars clear of the
street sweeper. Now they are bringing

in a vacuum cleaner in the evening to
help out the ineffective sweeper.
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then we must assume that we’re giving
nearly half of it away,” said Ranieri.

He pointed out that the city owns meters
in private homes but industries own their
own./

The plan to double estimated bills was
one of several decisions reached at a meet-
ing of the council’s water-sewage committee,
Mayor Steve Cappiello and Rafael Vitale,
public works director.

Here were the other decisions:

—The city will purchase a number of
new meters to replace those that do not
register.

~The meter repair shop will be given
additional manpower and equipment to put
faulty meters into shape. It was estimated
that in four to six months, all faulty meters
should be replaced.

—More men and equipment will bolster
the street crews that repair leaks in water

“3/2¢

If Hoboken residents and shopkeepers
won’t do their share to keep the city clean,
the city will have to do it for them.

Councilman-at-large Robert A. Ranieri
and Public Works Director Raphael P. Vitale
said today that they will experiement with a

Hoboken to vacuum Washin

g ., 794 ol e
in bid fo /cope itk litfer problem

The plan is touse the vacuum cleaner,

which normally picks up leaves in the city
parks during the fall, to clean uplitter that is
carelessly discarded on Washington Street,
said Vitale,

"“A man will be detailed with the vacuum

area.

Hoboken puts

children in front
: T4/7¢
of ifs parade §3.

School children will march in the First
Division of Hoboken's Bicentennial Parade
orn May 16 instead of tagging along

| somewhere near the end as is customary in
R mos! parades.

This signal honor is being accorded them
because they contributed more money than
the school kids of any other American city to
build the base for the Statue of Liberty after

) the French gave us the statue.
Matthew Grimley, chairman of the

vacuum-cleaning prograti between First and
Eighth streets on Washington Street in the
hope of cleaning up the city's main shopping

to work after 6 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day,” the director continued. “If the effort
makes a reasonable dent in the amount of
litter usually found on Washington Street, a
second vacuum will be purchased and the
cleaning will become a regular program.”

Ranieri said that the littering problem
could be traced directly to citizens and
shopkeepers who seldom sweep their
sidewalks.

Ranieri, who owns a furniture store, said
that having the*city go on a ticket binge
would only create “ill will"” and not really
solve anything,

Vitale said that the vacuuming program

would start as soon as some minor repairs
were made on it,

mains, A spokesman said the city wants to
deliver most of the 12 million gallons of
water that come into the city each day.

~The city will press for collections from
“residents, industrial plants and institutions”
which have fallen behind in paying their
water bills.

—~Contract for a $1 million upgrading of
mains in midtown and uptown areas and the
replacement of huge water valves on 24- and
36-inch mains should be awarded on May 5.

~The committee, headed by Councilman
¥nthony H. Romano, plans to meet monthly
during the one-year program to check on
progress. “‘As things now stand,” said one
councilman, “we’re buying two gallons of
water each day to deliver one.”

Ranieri, together with Lawrence Florio;
law director, and Carl Schaefer, legal assis-
tant, conferred yesterday with Jersey City
officials on a new rate and apparently

accomplished some pipe repairs.

“We're petrified of cuts,” she said, The
loss of state aid would really overburden.this

library."”

to recover water cosfs 4.

reached a compromise figure they will bring
back and recommend to the Hoboken City
Council,

Ranieri declined to give the figure #hat
was reached, declaring he first wanted to
make his report to the city council. Jersey
City had initially sought to raise Hoboken's
rate from $240 to $750 per 1 million gallons,
Recently it was reported both cities had
compromised on a figure of a little more

than $400.

Ranieri, who conferred with Joseph
Contreras, Jersey City business ad-
ministrator, said later: “It's not that we’re
happy, but it’s as good a settlement as we
can reach,”

While additional manpower and equip-
ment will cost Hoboken money initially, the
savings mean greater income for the city

and less waste, it was pointed out.

gton St. - Hoboken PBA hea ‘gdenies
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suit against city over pact

A report that the Hoboken Policemen’s
Benevolent Association (PBA) was con-
sidering a suit against the city for violating
its contract by not having three partrol cars
on the streets at all times was today denied
by Ernest O. Brissette, PBA president,

“The PBA would like the city to have
three cars operating at all times, each man-
ned by two patrolmen, but not doing so is not
a violation of our contract,” he said. “What
the contract does state is that this will be
done ‘whenever possible’.”

Brissette said it is mandatory for the city
to have two men in every radio car that is
in operation on the 4 p.m. to midnight and
midnight to 8 a,m. shifts. But the number of
cars is left up to the chief.

However, Brissette did say that the
PBAs attorney, David Solomon, is reviewing
the contract with the city because it' was
being violated in a number of other areas
and grievances may be filed. He would not
comment on what the violations were.

Police Chief George W. Crimmins said
he, too, woitld,like to have at least three
patrol ears on duty at all times. But limited
manpower in the uniformed division would
require him to bring men in on overtime and
his overtime funds were limited,

Both Brissette and the chief also denied
there was any emergency in the police
department because three cars were not
being used—at least not at this time.

Brissette said he had met with the chief
to remind him that the warmer months were
approaching and that usually meant more
demands on the men in the radio cars.

“‘We have already had one situation with
two radio cars working and both tied up at
open fire hydrants,” he said, ‘“While they
waited for the hydrants to be shut down no
cars were on patrol.”

The chief said he was aware of “the
situation but didn’t expect it to get any better
unless some more men were hired.

“Overall, the department’s strength is
good,” he said. ““But we have something like
40 men assigned to the Tactical Patrol Force
wha can't be tapped for other duties. That's
because they’ve been hired through a state
program and the rules are that they have to
stay on foot patrol — no radio car work,

“Otherwise, the uniformed division is
down to the bare limits.”

Mayor Steve Cappiello, the city's public
safety director, was not available to com-
ment on whether the city would be hiring any
new patrolmen this year.

the Fire Officers Assn., and the
Policemen’s Benevolent Assn. in declar-
ing contract talks at “‘an impasse” and
have added their appeal to the clamor
for a Public Employment Relations Com-
mission mediator.

the city's bargaining representative, still

and will proceed on lith to

here w ¢

parade committee, announced today that any
organizations that want to march should at-
tend a meeting Thursday night at 7:
public library, Fifth Street and Park

30 in the

Avenue,

The parade will start at [1th Street and
Willow Avenue in front of the Wallace
School, the ¢ity’s newest elementary school.

Washington
et to Newark Street, to River Street to
: 1

World War Memorial boulder where

I reviewing stand,

357137¢ Hoboken # .

Chairman Vincent Wassmann has
called a meeting of the Bicentennial
Committee for 8 o'clock tonight in the
public library at Fifth st. and Park av.
The executive committee will meet at
7:30 o'clock. Matthew Grimley, parade
chairman, will also hold a meeting of his
committee at the library at 7 o'clock

tonight.

300 Hoboken youngsters

More than 300 youngsters from
Hoboken elementary and junior
high schools will take part in the
annual Board of Education frack
and field meet next Tuesday at
Kennedy Stadium, 10th and Jef-
ferson Streets.

The boys and girls will par-
ticipate in warious dashes and
relay events as well as the long

Fjump, softball throw and a
special co-ed relay race with two
boys and two girls from each

~t

fo compete in track meef

b, T2/ 7€ 99;

Samuel J, Spiscola, director of
physical education, said staff
members John Frances Ciriello,
Mary Gilbarty and Hector
Morales will take part in the
program. School Superintendent
Thomas McFeely said meals will
be awarded to winners and pla-
ques will be presented to the
winning schools. In the event of
rain the event will take place the
following day.
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bluecoat pact Yo arbitrafor

Councilman-at-large Robert A. Ranieri,
who has been handling negotiations be-
tween the city and Hoboken police and
firemen, today declined to accept the
challenge of Capt. William Bergin, president
of the Fire Officers Association, to submit
the city’s proposal to binding arbitration.

“That would be giving away the city's
decision-making authority to an outside
agency and I will never agree to that,” said
the councilman, “There is always the chance
that some indifferent arbitrator who leans
towards labor will make an award that the
city couldn’t pay.

“Hoboken already has too many finan-
cial problems that are beyond its direct
control. We're facing a large increase in the
price we pay for water from Jersey City and
the possible reinstatement of money in the
board of education budget.

“And there is also the possibility that the
state aid anticipated by the school board for
the 197677 school year will fall short by
some $2 million and the city will have to
make up the difference.”

Bergin said he was not surprised by the
councilman’s refusal to seek binding ar-
bitration.

“Saying that the city is in the hole and
can't afford decent pay increases for the
po'ice and firemen 1s one thing, but proving
it to an impartial third party is something
else,” he said. “I didn’t expect the coun-
cilman would accept the challenge.”

Hoboken

rent panel
must act

Hoboken Rent Board tonight will be
faced with a decision that could set
precedents for the continued successful
renovation of deteriorated housing units
in Hoboken.

In what Board Chairman Joseph Hot~
tendorf describes as a ‘“perplexing and
difficult” case, the board will decide if
tenants, living in rundown tenements
managed by the city, should be entitled to
rent reductions when the city fails to cor-
rect existing housing violations,

As Hottendorf explains it, the answer is
simple on the surface but more com-
plicated underneath.

On the one hand, he says, if the city is
performing the functions of a landlord, it
should be treated like a landlord and held
responsible for any failure to perform
properly.

That means that when the eight
families living in 220 Madison st. ask the
board to reduce their $80 a month rents to
$1 a month because they have been living
for months with insects, rodents, hallway
obstructions, backed up sewers, holes in
walls and ceilings, broken windows, no-
tubs, no showers and in some cases no
toilets, the board should say yes even
though the city has a tax lien on the
building and collects the rents.

But then the city says in the person of
Revenue and Finance Director Frank
Bartletta that it needs the rents to con-'
tinue making repairs on the building.

Since the city took over the property,
owned by Welfare Director Jerry
Forman, last May, it has collected §3,640
in rents and spent $2,678 for repairs,

What the city doesn’t spend for repairs,
it applies to the $8,400 in back taxes and
unpaid water bills that Forman owes,

Bartletta estimated that in a short time
the $6,400 unpaid tax bill will be reduced
to around $5,000. He says the city needs
the money to ‘keep such buildings going
as revenue generating entities and to
make the repairs necessary to allow the
building to be habitable.””

Hottendorf disagrees and says that a
building like 220 Madison s ‘‘worthless’
as he believes the owner recognized when
he abandoned it, and for the city to con-
tinue returning money into the building
for repairs “is simply throwing good
money after bad.”

“It takes a major rehabilitation job to
make a building like that livable,” he
says, and as Bartletta admits, the city
can only make emergency repairs. Legal-
ly, it cannot extensively renovate a
property it doesn’t hold title to.

Hottendort says he personally believes
that the city would be best off by refusing
to rerent the apartments as tenants move
out, closing down the building when the
last tenant leaves and then accumulating
a block of such buildings that could be
turned over to a developer or to in-

dividuals interested in acquiring property
cheap and then rehabilitating it.

Third union declares
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impasse in Hoboken

The Hoboken Firefighters have joined

But City Councilman Robert Ranieri,

insists that there is no impasse, that the
city is asking the three disgruntled unions
to submit counterproposals, and that if
PERC contacts him, Ranieri will ask that
a mediator “‘not be dispatched at this
time.”

There is absolutely no consensus on the
way Ranieri and the three public safety
associations seem to view the recent
negotiations.

Ranieri explains that the city made an
offer which included no provisions for
salary increase for 1976 but moderate in-
creases of between four and six per cent

All three uniformed unions — the
Policemen's Benevolent Association (PBA),
Fire Fighters Association and the Fire Of-
ficers Association — have declared the
negotiations to be at an impasse and are
taking the matter to the state Public
Employment Relations Commission (PERC).
The PBA is seeking mediation but the two
fire unions intend to bypass that and go
directly into fact-finding, the normal second
step when PERC is brought into labor
disputes.

e SR ; f/ae/7¢
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Are Hoboken and North Hudson of-
ficials giving only lip service to the
principle of consolidation of municipal
services?
The Center for Municipal Studies
and Services at Stevens Institute is re-
fraining from making two studies deal-
ing with such consolidation because the
municipalities involved have not indi-
cated they are interested in having them
made.
~ One of these is a program to com-
bine the purchasing power of Hoboken
and the six North Hudson communities,

Ranieri said he also cannot understand

the other a program for mutual co-

how the police superiors can contemplate
filing for mediation when they have not been
formed as an association nor can he under-
stand the fire superiors’ action in declaring
an impasse without making a counter offer
to his proposal.

The councilman said he also has receiv-
ed no formal reply to his offer made to the
police and fire rank and file unions. The fifth
union, for the non-uniformed city workers,
has presented no problem, he said, because
they have agreed to hold up their
negotiations wnitil the police and fire talks

are completed.

“Ranieri said he will follow the regular
meeting schedule and will be in the city
clerk’s office tonight although he hasn't
received any request from either the police
or fire groups to meet with him.

The city has offered the policemen and
fire fighters a three-year package. This year
they would not receive a pay increase but
would be paid for an additional four holidays
at the rate of $50 each. The men now have
nine paid holidays — they work on these
days but get paid for them at the rate of $50
each 1n addition to their regular day’s pay.
Thev also have four regular holidays which
they take off, but for which they get regular
pay

\
'

Under the city’s proposal, the men would
work these four days and woilld receive $50 &
day for them, plus their regular day’s pay.

In the second and third years of the
three-year proposal the men would get four
per cent wage increases.

Sf;/géy /g‘onfraiig

Or

to sue Hoboken

-

for 1977 and 1978. The unions
“unanimously” rejected the offer, and
the city now expects the unions to come
up with a counter proposal.

“The talks haven't stopped’, Ranieri
says. “We've given a proposal, they've
rejected it, and now following the es-
_tablished procedures, we expect a
counter proposal.”

Policemen’s Benevolent Assn. in declar-
ing contract talks at “an impasse’’ and
have added their appeal to the clamor for
a Public Employment Relations Com-
mission mediator.

insists that there is no impasse, that the
city is asking the three disgruntled unions
to submpt counterproposals, and that if
PERC contacts him, Ranieri will ask that
a mediator “not be dispatched at this
time.”

No further talks will be scheduled, as-
sociation leaders said, until PERC acts
on their request for a mediator.

for $11,073 bill

A Robbinsville company that did struc-
tural steel work on the new Hoboken Multi-
Service Center has notified the city and
Community Development Agency (CDA) that
it is suing the city for non-payment of more:
than $11,000 owed to the company.

Ronald K. Vernon, general manager of
Vernon Fabricating Co., claims the company
is owed $11,078 for the work it did at the
ceater, Second and Grand streets, and it has
been waiting for payment for over a year.
 Ina letter sent to Mayor Steve Cappiello,
CDA Director Fred M. Bado, and the
engineering firm that directed the project,
Mayo, Lynch and Associates, the general
manager state that he has repeatedly asked
for an explanation why payment has not
been made but these requests were
“ignored.”

Vernon added that he had also sent a
copy of the letter to his attorney, authorizing
him to begin suit against the city for the
money due, plus interest, legal fees and
financial damages.

Cappiello said that he had received a
copy of the letter but was not aware of the
problem and did not know why payment had
no* been made. The mayor said the project

had been handled by the CDA and Bado pro-
bably knew all of the facts concerning the
matter.

vRYy7é I7.

HOBOKEN: This city's library

at 5th Street and Park Avenue is
open six days a week and has
special programs for children
and a film loaning service for
local organizations.
The library is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9
a.m, to 3 p.m, It is open until 8
p.m, on Tuseday and Thursday.
Saturday's hours are from 9a.m.
until 12 noon.

Story hours for pre-school
children are held on Wednesday
from 9:30 in the morning until
10:30. The story hours for 6-to-8-
year-old children is. theld on
Saturday morning from 10 to 11,

Films are loaned to individuals
and organizations if they present
a Hoboken library card.

Hoboken question

operation between the public works de-
partments serving those communities.
~ Hoboken’s apparent lack of interest
in the. consolidation studies is espe-
cially curious, since Hoboken pays a
percentage of the center’s financing.

Hoboken's offer

rejected by fire,
. YA376
police unions 79

Negotiations between Hoboken and its
uniformed employes for new labor contracts
now seem almost certain to be headed for
the state Public Employment Relations
Commission (PERC) for mediation or
factfinding.

According to sources within the Hoboken
Policemen’s Benevolent Association (PBA),
it has rejected a city offer and will present in
a day or twe to Councilman-at-large Robert
A. Ranieri, the city’s neogtiator, a counter-
proposal calling for a 16 per cent pay raise
this year, a 14 per cent increase next year
and the payment of overtime at the rate of

time-and-a-half.

The proposal is expected to be rejected
by the city. It had offered the policemen $200
for four additional paid holidays, a four per
<ent increase next year and a three per cent
increase in the third year of a three-year

contiact.

Patrolman Ernest O. Brissetto, PBA
president, would not comment on the
association’s counter-proposal to the city.
However, he said that it was being prepared
and would be turned over to the councilman

shortly.

But from other PBA sources it was
learned that the association’s general feeling
is that it must have a reasonable raise this
year. Without one, there will not be any

agreement or contract, they said.

In anticipation of the city’s rejection of
the counter-proposal, David Solomon, the
association’s attorney, has already notified
PERC of an impasse in negotiations on all
economic issues and has requested
mec ation,

Meanwhile, Capt. William Bergin, presi-
dent of the Hoboken Fire Officers
Association, publicly challenged the city and
Ranieri to submit the city’s proposal to
binding arbitration.

“If the city’s proposal is so magnificent,
le it submit it to binding arbitration and we
will accept whatever the arbitrator decides,”
he asserted. J

Ranieri had been critical of Bergin's
decision to take his union's problems to
PERC saying that half of the membership
consisted of deputy chiefs and they were
management, and that no formal offer had

been made to the fire officers.

“The councilman seems to have some
problems with adding,” said Bergin. “There
are only five deputy chiefs in the department
and 29 captains. Five deputy chiefs is mot
half the membership of the association,

“As for the offer, we know what the city
has offered the firemen and whatever it
plans to offer us will be based on a per-
centage of that. It is unacceptable. The
councilman failed to point out that we've
beer trying to get our negotiations started

wih him for several months and only got
excuse after excuse. We just don’t want to
waste any more time.”

Bergin added that Ranieri’s claim that
the city's firemen wocld be earning $15,000
after three years if they accepted the con-
tract was ‘“‘deliberately misleading.”

“It will be $15,000 with everything added
in,”” he said, “including fringe benefits. Ac-
tually the men will be getting $12,950 after
three years. Most other fire departments in
Hudson County are already’ making
that—without including the fringe benefits.

“The councilman is a businessman. He
knows his costs have gone up in recent
years. Does he still sell his goods at the same
old prices? No, they've gone up accordingly.

asking for is the same consideration.”

/9
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If the bank that has an option to buy,

demolish and replace Hoboken’s 116-

year-old Stevens Academy with .a
branch bank is turned downyon its bid
for a variance, the city’s federally-
funded Community Development Agen-
Cy proposes to buy the vacant build-
ing and convert it into a community
center.

This is opposed by those who want
the site cleared — either by the bank
people or someone else — and put to
some use which will bring the city tax
revenue.

Hoboken is short, not only on rev-
enue, but also on space for recreation,
fpr. Qay nurseries, for senior citizen ac-
tivities, for social services and other
public programs. Recreation facilities,
In particular, are woefully sparse.

Hoboken already has lost a school
through the closing of the academy,
Bolstering its municipal services by ac-
quiring the academy for only $90,000 in
federal money should make the city
more attractive and thus increase tax

revenue, or at least help hold what rev-
enue the city has, 5 oy
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North Hudson Democratic leaders today
are resuming talks over the congressional

| race but Assemblyman Christopher Jackman

received a setback in his campaign plans
with the news that the Hoboken Democratic

Organization is rallying behind Assembly
Speaker Joseph LeFante,

The North Hudson mayors and leaders
are expected to decide today whether to back
Jackman, a West New York resident, for the
14th District seat being vacated by Rep.
Dominick V. Daniels, or to go along with
LeFante.

LeFante won the endorsement of top

courty Democrats, including Bernard

| Hartuett, county chairman, and Daniels
himself.

Democrats in the northern end of the
county have been slow to endorse LeFante
| and spent more than three hours yesterday

orth Hudson 93'."5 weigh
f Jackman bid;
oboken will back LeFante

discussing how the congressional race shapes

There have been rumblings that another
tor, Hudson post is going to Bayonne and not
encugh attention is being given to the
northern edge of Hudson. Bayonne, some
point out, already holds such key jobs as
county prosecutor, county executive, county
freeholder, speaker of the assembly and a
state senator who also is state Democratic
chairman,

In addition to a possible primary battle
for the 14th District seat, the North Hudsan
leaders today are going to give some at-
tention to the 9th District, which embraces
Union City, North Bergen and Secaucus as
well as Bergen County. The Hudson bloc is
believed to favor Rep. Henry Helstoski for
another term although Hartnett has been
thinking of entering a Hudson man in that
race.

Since yesterday's meeting, however, the
picture in the 14th District has changed with
the statement by County Clerk James F.
Quinn that the Hoboken organization would
support LeFante. Quinn has been city chair-
man for 22 years.

This would deprive Jackman of con-

could

The $680,000 the Hoboken city council has
cut from the board of education budget for
the 1976-77 school year could result in the
loss of an additional $1,360,000 in state funds,
Otto Hottendorf, a board member and for-
mer president, warned today.

“What Hoboken gets in state school aid
Is determined to some extent on what the
city spends of is own money,” he said. “We
put up one-third and the state gives us ap-
proximately two-thirds.

¥/29/76
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cost

costly

“By eliminating $680,000 the state could
decide that it will reduce our state aid based
on the ratio — or by some $1,360,000,” said
Hottendorf. “The state has the power to do
that.

‘T don’t think it will, for it would be a
total disaster for the city and the schools.
Instead, I believe the state, if it allows the

$680,000 to stand, will arder the city to credit /

itself with only one-third of that amount fof

Hoboken officials begin
to halt

N M

$1.36 million in

budget purposes. The city now includes the
full amoynt in its budget.

“So'instead of cutting the school budget
by $680,000 the city will have to cut its own
share to education by some $226,000 and the
state will cut its share by the remaining two-
t?irds, making up a total of $680,000.”

Hottendorf again urged that the city and

’school board stop fighting each other and
join together in a joint suit against the state
Education Department for full funding under

program

water hemorrhage

"

the new “Thorough and Efficient Education
Act.”

“I publicly made this suggestion two
weeks ago and have not yet heard one word
from anyone on the city council,” he said.
“That is indeed unfortunate, Unless the city
and the school board work together, Hoboken
cannot hope to win.”

The school board is appealing the cuts to
the state Commissioner of Education, Fred

Burke, and has asked for a speedy hearing.
However, Robert W. Taylor, attorney for the
board, said this is unlikely.

“The state has seven hearing officers
who have something like 56 appeals
already filed and an additional 25 to 30 ex-
pected shortly,” he said. “They are usually
handled on a first come, first served basis
and that means Hoboken’s chances of a May
hearing are slim.”

In the meantime, the board is notifying
all 59 non-tenured teachers that their con-
tracts will not be renewed for next year.

by Hoboken, cops

Herbert Haber of Tenafly has been
selected by the state Public Employment
Relations Commission (PERC) to mediate
the contract impasse between Hoboken and

the city's policemen, it was learned today.

Councilman-at-large Robert A. Ranigri,
who has been handling the negotiations with
the police and firemen for the city, said that_
he was contacted by Haber and advised that
he had been picked by PERC te try to
resolve Hoboken's labor prohlems.

Haber is one of the better-known labor
mediators and arbitrators in the
metropolitan area and was involved in set-
tling several of New York City's major labor
problems in recent years.

“of still don’t think mediation is required
at this point,” said the councilman. “The city
and the PBA (Policemen’s Benevolent
Association) have been handling the

negotiations in @ gentlemanly fashion and I
believe we can continue to do so until we
reach a point where no progress is being
made.

By ELIZABETH PARKS

Hoboken officials have begun to take
steps to halt the loss of approximately

“However if we set a minimum that
works in our favor, then they'll go out and
fix the meters.” Vitale said the Water

tional, and repairing and replacing
hydrants.
The city's goal is to cut the $500,000-a-

Most of the $680,000 the city cut frém the
board’s budget was from teacher salaries.

“However, since the PBA has declared

Duroy heads
ciﬁgr dr?('e' |

in Hoboken |

Frank Duroy Jr. has been
named Hoboken coordinator for |
Jimmy Carter’s June 8 primary |
effort, it was announced today. |

\

Duroy said he is calling a !
meeting at 7:30 p.m. May 17 for [
all parties interested in sup-
porting and working for Carter
in his bid for the Democratic
presidential nomination. The
meeting will be held at 359 Se-
cond St., headquarters of the
Hoboken Progressive
Democrats,

According to Duroy, Carter
will be visiting New Jersey |
before the primary and it is
hoped that he will include
Hoboken as one of his stops.

siderable backing since Bayonne and Jersey
City are expected to throw their support to
LeFante who has the endorsement of former
Mayor Francis Fitzpatrick and the Bayonne
Organization.

Jackman is still insisting he wants to
make the run in the primary but the North
Hudson Democrats must make their minds
up quickly since petitions must be filed by 4
p.m. tomorrow for the June 8 Primary.

Jackman, a lifelong labor man, would
seek labor support in & primary fight and
several labor figures have been invited to
to'ay’s conference, including Edward B,
Pulver, president of the Hudson County
Central Labor Union. There also was talk
labor was interested in a bid by County
Register Maurice V. Brady to enter the con-
gressional race in the November general
election. Since his announcement, however,
Brady has wavered in his plans.

Resuming campaign strategy today are
Mayors William V. Musto of Union City,
Anthony DeFino of West New York, Herman
Klein of Guttenberg, Steve Cappiello of
Hoboken, Charles Miller of Weehawken,
Peter M. Mocco of North Bergen and Paul
Amico of Secaucus. Also at the conference
are Assemblyman Thomas A. Gallo and
Freeholder James Fusilli of Hoboken;
Freeholder Joseph Simunovich of West New
York and Township Committeeman Charles
Pizzuta, Weehawken party leader.

$500,000 a year of unaccounted for water.

Public Works Director Raphael Vitale
said yesterday that the city has begun
beefing up its staff of meter repairmen,
is considering hiring six more men to
form a ‘‘preventive maintenance street
crew” and is prepared to double or even
triple averaged readings on meters that
seem to consistently favor the water con-
sumer over the city.

Council President Martin Brennan
proposed this week that a minimum
average water rate be established for all
tenements in the city,

Noting that there seems to be a dis-
parity in what some tenement owners,
homeowners and businessmen have to
pay for water, Brennan proposed that a
minimum average be established so
“everyone would be treated fairly."”

Vitale later explained that inequitable
readings do occur because many of the
city's residents and industries own their
own meters.

Odds Their Way
“If they're getting readings that are

favorable to them because the meter is
malfunctioning,” he said, ‘‘they naturally
don't bother to repair the meters.”

Department will double and even triple
the averages until residents begin to take
action,

For months Hoboken has been chafing
at the water loss which officials at first
attributed to undiscovered leaks and
abandoned service lines,

However, water crews have fixed most
of the major leaks and the loss has not
shown any proportionate decrease.

Suspicion is now focused on the meters.

Vitale said that 300 of the 4,700 meters
the city services are known to be in-
operative or in need of complete
replacement.

Hire One Man

Yesterday the city hired one man to
beef up the present two-man meter

-repair-division and is looking to hire ‘‘at

least bne more man.”

Vitale said that working at a rate of
five meters replaced or repaired a day,
two-man repair crews could have the 300
meters serviced within six months.

Then Hoboken would begin & preven-
tive mafntenance program, not only with
meters, but with ‘heavier street repairs,
such as water gates, and water mains,
greasing them and keeping them func-

Industry rg/lecaﬁon

By CAROLE FELDMAN

For every 100 factory jobs created in Hoboken, city
officials estimate that three more retail es-
tablishments will open, sales will increase by $331,000
and 65 other persons will obtain jobs in non-
manufacturing fields.

Third in a Series.

In addition, they say population will increase by
359, $710,000 more in personal income will come into
the city, and bank deposits will grow by $229,000.

While it does not necessarily follow that if the 100
jobs are subsequently lost, the city will lose all it has
gained, industry relocating out of Hoboken, as well as
the remainder of Hudson County and the state, is
bound to have a detrimental effect on the economy.

One of the largest problems a municipality must
face when an industry relocates out of the area is ris-
ing unemployment.

In March 1975, the month American Can Co. closed
its Jersey City plant, the unemployment rate for the
area at the time was reported to be the highest for the
month in the 17 rears the Bureau of Labor Statistics

M,

had been publishing statistics.

The number of people on payrolls in the county
decreased by 1,000 from February to March 1975 and
by 11,400 from the year before.

Labor analysts explained the increase in un-
employment in terms of a decline in manufacturing.
During the year ending March 1975, the state lost 61-
,000 manufacturing jobs constituting a 10 per cent loss
from the previous year.

In addition to rising unemployment, a municipality

.must consider the possibility of losing a portion of its

population when a manufacturing plant decides to
relocate.

If people follow the industry to a mew location,
Michael Coleman, Hoboken Community Development
ecomomic consultant, said, it might tend to have a
“blighting influence'” on the city.

Supportive establishments, such as a restaurant
near the industrial facility or a local grocer, might be
forced to close down if they cannot be sustained
without the patronage of the employes from the plant.

A municipality’s income will also suffer when an
industry leaves the city, according to Coleman. When
the city loses its ratables, he said, it loses the tax

— boom or bust

revenue it uses to carry out basic services. This will
help contribute to making the city a less attractive
place to live, Coleman added.

James Healy, director of the Jersey City Office of
Economic Development, agreed. If tax revenues
decrease and expenses don’t, he said, you're going to
have to make up the difference somehow if services
are to be maintained.

Healy added that unless new ratables are brought in
to pick up the slack, city residents could be asked to
take on the burden in terms of increased taxes.

He emphasized, however, that when American Can
left Jersey City the building ‘wasn't abandoned.
Someone is paying the taxes, he said, adding that in
terms of tax revenue the city didn’t lose any income
when the company left.

Both Healy and Coleman agree that industry’s
departure from the cities can be devastating to a
municipality’s economy. The pair believe, however,
that the trend of industry relocating outside Hudson
County is over. They predict instead new commercial
growth for the area and a more optimistic economy.

year loss in half within a year’s time.

Victims of
to pay
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The Hoboken Rent Control Board has
taken steps to reduce the rents on
tenements with excessive violations
which are managed by the city.

Overlooking a warning from the
Department of Revenue and Finance that
reductions in rents now being collected
by the city will make it impossible for the
city to remedy violations, the board Mon-
day night voted to give reductions to
tenants living with “‘excessive
violations.”

Board chairman Joseph Hottendorf in-
stituted a special subcommittee, compos-
ed of himself, members Al Avitable,

Mary Lenanowicz and Pat Mc Namara. «

The committee is to go over the list of
cited violations, compare them with
violations mentioned by tenants in their
requests for rent reductions, and settle
on what Hottendorf called ‘‘an
appropriate decrease.”

The board will make a decision on May
15 on how much it will reduce rents.

Hottendorf considers the case which
concerns eight families living at 229
Monroe st. a precedent for forcing the
city to provide the same ‘“adequate”
level of housing standards that private
landlords have to conform to,

The building is only one of hundreds
managed by the city after owners have
either abandoned them or fallen behind in
their taxes.

The city took over 229 Monroe in May
after its owner, Welfare Director Jerry
Forman, failed to make good faith

payments on $6,400 he owed in back tax-
€s.

Revenue and Finance Director Frank
Bartletta has since used $2,678 of the
$3,640 in rents collected to make
emergency repairs while the rest of the
money has gone to reduce the total of un-
paid taxes.

However, according to Hottendorf,
there are still serious violations including
rodents, backed up sewers, holes in walls

violations

Hobokey less

&
and ceilings, and inadequate toilet and
bathing facilities.

Hottendorf concedes that the city has
“‘honorable intentions” and is making a
sincere effort to remove violations, but
he claims the job is too massive, that the
building is just “too far gone” to be
saved.

He contends that by collecting the rents
and then funneling them back into the
building for repairs the city is Just
throwing ‘‘good money after bad.”

He recommends that the city begin
closing down tenements in “the worst
stages of disrepair” and save the
property for private investors who may
buy and rehabilitate it.

Labor

4/3¢/76

The cast of acters in the Hoboken
labor struggle is growing larger with the
addition of PERC mediator Herbert
Haber but the plot isn’t getting any
simpler or clearer.

The Hoboken Police. °n's Benevolent
Association, along with ‘e Firefighters
and Fire Officers Assn., have declared
contract talks at an “‘impasse” and have
asked for PERC's intercession.

Yet yesterday as Haber was making
phone calls to set up a mediated session,
PBA president Ernest Brissette was
bringing a counter proposal to the desk
of Robert Ranieri, the city council's
representative labor negotiator.

Ranieri said the counter proposal
“proves’ that the talks “‘really aren’t at
an impasse at all” and he has asked
Haber “to sit on the sidelines” while the
city and the unions try to reach their own
compromise,

But Michael Bavaro, president of the
Firefighters Assn., said that future talks
just between the city and his association
are “off, definitely broken down unless
Ranieri comes up with a substantial

ours will view

brownstone
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The Hoboken Environment Committee is sponsoring its
first walking tour of the city’s townhouses and brownstones
this Sunday. \

S
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It will be followed by the Third Annual Brownstone Tour
sponsored by the Van Vorst Park Assn. May 16.

Sunday’s Hoboken tour will feature seven houses built
between the Civil War and World War I. Most are
townhouses, a few are brownstones. Each features a
different approach to decorating and renovation—some are
sleekly modern, while others have enshrined every possible
original detail.

The home of Dominick and Lucille Casualli, at 921 Castle
Point ter., is decorated in a tropical motif with treasures
from their many years in the South Pacific and serves as a
fitting showplace for their large seashell collection,

At 1013 Garden st., the home of John Cannel and Nancy
Coutourier is still being renovated. But since Nancy is a
former pastry chef at the Plaza Hotel, the first room com-
pleted, was of course, the kitchen, and it is built precisely for

The May 16 tour in Jersey City will also allow people to
wander through the homes at their own pace. A total of nine
houses, never before opened to the public, will be on view.

Most of them, built between 1870 and the turn of the cen-
tury, are brownstones in the Italianate Style, with marble
fireplaces, stained and etched glass, parkay floors, high
ceilings and intricate moldings.

One highlight will be the very dark and brooding home of
Richard Usuriello at 459 Jersey av. Entering this house is
like stepping back into the Victorian era. Carved wooden
screens sit above doorways, double mahogany doors close
off the parlor and carved mahogany maniels adorn
fireplaces.

" And around the corner fireplace in the reception hall, a
glazed tile border tells the story of Ivanhoe,

“Upstairs, Downstairs’’
The cooperative brovmstone at 291 Varick st., owned by
bachelors Don Billiar and John Bouie, built in the 1880s, will
be a treat for fans of ‘'Upstairs, Downstairs."
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the professional she is.
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the bathroom.

Environment Committee.

Factory Renovated
A fur factory once stood at 710 Washington st., but now it
has been completely renovated into a duplex apartment and
dental offices by Tom and Betty Glatt.

A collection of antiques highlight 1020 Garden st., owned
and renovated by decorator Pat Touhy and her husband,

Parkay floors that have been described by Hoboken brown-
stoners as ‘‘marvellous” are a special feature at 923
Washington st., owned by George and Betty Fitzenridder.

Those taking the tour will be able to stay as long as_they
want in each house, since the day will be loosely orgarized.
Tickets for the tour, which cost three dollars, can be
purchased at Trinity Church at Seventh and Washington sts.

Maps Planned
Maps will be provided so people can take their own tours,
ending up at Stevens Center for refreshments and a view of
Manhattan. The tour shall last from 1 to 7 n.m. No children
under 12 will be permitted. Proceeds will go to the Hoboken

Throughout the house are valved speaking tubes, which aid

ping.

communication between floors and once kept servants hop-

A very modern approach to renovation will show in the

brownstone at 296 York st., also owned cooperatively by

Jersey City State Professors Jo Marcus and Howard Singer.
But the piece de resistance, according to those running the

tour, will be the home of Joe and Maria Bowen at the corner

The Fitzenridders have gone to great lengths to preserve
details in the house, even leaving some of the original
wallpaper. Stained glass is throughout their home, even in

of Montgomery and Barrow sts.

Unusual for Jersey City is its mansard roof and the fact
that the one-family home stands five stories.

Swinging Doors, Moldings
Bevelled-glass swinging doors adorn the entrance to the
living room and detailed plaster moldings have been left in-

tact throughout the house.

York.

Macarame will be on display at 301 York st. and water-
colors of Jersey City will be exhibited in the parlor of 297

Refreshments will be served at the Ionic House while a
soloist from the Village Light Opera Group performs.

Tickets will be $3 per person and $5 per couple and $1.50 for
citizens and students with ID's.

Tickets and maps will be available at the bandstand in Van
Vorst Park that day, Proceeds will aid the Park Assn,

in Hoboken and Jersey City’

an impasse and Mr. Haber has been picked
to mediate, we won't deny him the op-
portunity to do so.”

Raniéri said that Haber will set up the
time for the next round of talks. However, he
did not know if that would be just with the
PBA or if the firemen and {ire officers would
be included.

“They. too, have declared an impasse
but unlike the policemen they have never
submitted & counter-proposal to the city's
offer,” said Raniers. “And 1 don’t believe the
cify's offer was ever submitted to the mem-
betship of the Fire Fighters Association for a
vote, No offer was ofticially made to the Fire
Officers.”

plot deepens

offer”, superior to what Bavaro called
the “ridiculous” initial offer of a zero
raise for 1976, and four percent raises for
1977 and 1878,

Ranieri said he's waiting for the
firemen to officially tell him they’ve re-
jected his offer and filed for a mediator.

Bavaro said he gave Ranieri an of-
ficial announcement and Ranieri ‘‘didn’t
have the decency to acknowledge it”.
Bavaro said firemen initially asked for a
25 percent increase spread out over two
years,

When Ranieri countered with a zero
increase for 1976, Bavaro said he
“doubled” his proposal to show Ranieri
“how ridiculous he's being.” He said
Ranieri’s offer was “an insult to my in-
tegrity,”

Bavaro said he and William Bergin,
president of the Fire Officers Assn., are
still waiting for the Public Employment
Relations Commission (PERC) to set a
date for a hearing.

And Brissette said he was ‘“hanging
onto every option available to me’’ to try
and reach a settlement.

Ballet
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is pushing it

“Now appearing, the Hoboken Ballet.”

To some the joining of the words ballet
and Hoboken may be similar to trying to mix
oil and water. But not to a young pro-
fessional dancer and instructor whose goal is
to establish a ballet company in the city
within a few years.

“It may be surprising to some, but the
dance—~jazz, ballet and toe—has been one of
Hoboken's major successes in the arts since
the city’s multi-service center opened last
June,” said Tracy Everitt, who has appeared
in a host of Broadway productions and now
operates his own dance studio in the city.

“Over 700 residents have been on our
specially built dance floor at the center and
there are several hundred children regufarly
taking lessons.”

To promote the dace Everitt and a group
of dancers from the New Jersey Ballet have
been putting on performances at some of the
city’s schools, They have been full produc-
tions, in costume with full stage lighting.

“The idea is not only to show the city’s
youngsters the different aspects of the dance
but to allow them to talk with the performers
and get some idea of where it all comes
from, how it is done and to tell them about
their own program at the Multi-Service Cen-
ter.

“There is a slight charge—50 cents per
lesson for children and a $1 to $1.50 a lesson
for adults—but the type of quality teaching
they will be receiving normally goes for a
minimum of $4 a lesson,”

Everitt said that the small charge helps
offset expenses not covered by grants from
state and national foundations, which will be
applied for by the center staff.

A ballet company for Hoboken is not
Everitt’s only goal. He would also like to
establish a gymnastic team and a jazz dance
company, drawing talent from the city's
youngsters between the ages of 6 and 14.

“Our teacher, Barbara Sheehan and her
daughter, learned from ‘the’ man in
acrobatics and gymnastics in this
country—Joe Price,” Everitt continued. “A

great percentage of the routines used in the
Olympics today were invented by Joe who
taught in New York for over 50 years and
was recognized throughout the world as a
master.”

Everitt said that Barbara Sheehan has
been teaching for htm for two years and will
be handling the gymnastic classes at the
Multi-Service Center,

“Within five years I think we will have a
permanent and great jazz dance company,”
he predicted. “And just about everyone in
the city will have a relative of friend who is
in the company or taking lessons. These
teams and classes will perform!
everywhere,”

Much of whether or not Everitt's dream '
comes true ,will be determined by the
registration drive which will be conducted
from June through December. In the mean-
time, Everitt will be going to different
schools in the city giving free lessons to
small groups,

“Again, this is to introduce the children
to dance, creative movement, gymnastics
and other theater arts at a thoroughly pro-
fessional level,” he said,

Adults are not being left out either. For
them, and interested youngsters, there will
be program is disco dancing with instruction
by one of the better known New York
teachers. There will also be Yoga classes,
drama classes and dance lessons in
acrobatics, tap, toe and ballet.

Although his talents ave still sought for
Broadway productions, Everitt has shyed
away from this more lucrative area in favor
of teaching.

“It isn’t very gratifying and it becomes
repetitious,” he asserted. “I get much more
satisfaction from seeing a yourigster master
the fundamentals and then start to reach out
for his or her own identity.”
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rozing Acudgmgy, |
but CDA will fight

The Hoboken Board oi Adjustment says
it is all right for the Garden State National
Bznk to tear down Stevens Academy and
build a branch office on the site, but the
oity's Community Development Agency
(CDA) hopes to block the move.

Despite the variance granted by the city
zoning board last night by a 4-to-l vote, Peter
Beronio, a CDA aide, said Fred Bado,
agency director, will make a formal appeal
to the city council at its Wednesday meet-
ing.

Conceding the point raised by Timothy
Calligy, the ione dissenting board member,
that CDA never presented its case to the
zoning agency, Beronio blamed the “late in-
terest we had” but added, “we're now going
to put sue the matter.”

According to Beronio, CDA, feels that the
school building, which dates from the Civil
War era, could qualify for federal funding as
a “neighborhood facility center.” As such, he
said, the CDA could acquire it for the city at
an estimated purchase price of “around
$99,900.”

(A bank spokesman declined to reveal
the contracted selling price negotiated with
the Hoboken Academic Society, the cor-
porate owner of Stevens and the closing has
yet to be scheduled).

Providing day care services at such a
facility, said Beronio, is a “possibility” that
apparently would be offered only on a
limited basis.

“The city does need more public build-
ings to house the various social service pro-
grams we offer,”” continued Beronio, quickly
admitting that ‘‘some of the (Stevens)
neighbors are afraid of another Jefferson
Day Care Center.

“But this building, if we acquire it,
would be locked up by 6 p.m. because we
¢ouldn’t have a situation where children

*would be running around at night in a
residential area disturbing the neighbors.

“‘Besides,”” he continued, “the building,
while it does have a small gym, is not suited
for athletic events since there are no

bleachers in the gym.,”

Beronio said the CDA staff has “had in
fqrmal talks with the mayor and coun-
cilmen” but there has been no commitment
by anyone, he added. “They want hard
facts,” he said.

Reached at home after the meeting,
‘Mayor Steve Cappiello had this to say: I
believe a study (about the building’s future
‘use) is being made and the facts will be
presented to the council.

. “There’s been an abundance of requests
from both sides of the table, pro and con.
Hoboken has a problem with getting enough
tax revenues and we'd also like to provide
adequate social services to our citizens,

- “It's going to be a rough decision,” he
concluded.

Dominick Penna, realty officer with
Garden State, said that the next step,
assuming the governing body approves the
variance, would be the closing with the
Stevens trustees, led by Dr. Carl Springob, a
faculty member of Stevens Institute of
Technology.

Then, said Penna, demolition bids will be
reviewed by the bank's lawyers, a contract
will be awarded and work will proceed. “We
hope to get started July 1 and finish by Oc-
tober or November,” said Penna, estimating
the construction cost at between $275,000 and
$300,000.

Six employes would operate conventional
teller's windows and a drive-in service with
an entrance on Fifth Street and exit on
Willow Avenue, Penna said. There would be
off-street parking for 12 cars,

In support of the bank’s proposal, Car-
mine (Buddy) DeMatteo, an area resident,
presented petitions that he said contained
between 400 and 500 names of neighbors who
favor the idea. The Hoboken Environment
Committee, on the other hand, offered
peitions reportedly with 1,800 residents’
names opposing the destruction of the
Stevens building.

Ore person who was pleased with last
night's development is William Stevens (no
relation to Hoboken's Edwin A. Stevens, for
whom the Academy was named).

Formerly an instructoi at the academy
for two decades starting in 1954, Stevens is
one of five teachers who have been waiting
twa years since the school was vacated to
collect their pensions. ‘I guess I'm the ghost
of Stevens,” he quipped.

“Naturally, I'm anxious to see the
building sold,"" the Brooklyn educator related
last night. “The remaining monies after
debts are paid will go to certain teachers’
annuities.”

Asked about the historic value of the
structure, Stevens argued that it is “not in
its pristine state and 1it's not a great
architectural triumph, Despite the fact that
it is an old building, it does not have the
oripinal facade on the Fifth Street and
Willow Avenue sides. The building has been
painted and it is of brewery brick.”

Getting the last word at last night’s
meeting was an unidentified man who
shouted out from the back of the city council
chambers: “Why don’t you build banks on
the west side of town?”’ There was no reply.

Hoboken OK's 75% water r

Michael Bavaro, president of the
Hoboken Fire Fighters Association, said
today that the union will attempt to have the
state Public Employment Relations Com-
mission (PERC) include it in the upcoming
mediation between the city and the
©olicemen’s Benevolent Association (PBA).

“Since the PBA and the firefighters have
both declared their negotiations with the city
at an impasse and asked PERC to step in it
would save time and money to have the
same mediator handle both groups,” Bavaro
said. “PERC is probably thinking along the
same lines but in case it isn't, we will sug-
gest it.”

Herbert Haber, a labor negotiator and
mediator who has handled several of New
York City's major labor problems, has been
assigned by PERC to mediate the impasse
between the city and PBA.

According to Bavaro, had the city used a
committee to negotiate with the firemen
rather than allowing one councilman —
Robert A. Ranieri — to do all of the work,
the impasse might have been avoided and
the negotiations would have continued.

“It is very difficult to negotiate with one

o ioin PBA in me!

o 9,4
atidn
man, especially*Councilman Ranieri,” said
Bavaro, “It is apparent to us that what takes
place during the negotiating sessions is not
what he relates to the mayor or the public.

“For months he has been saying that
‘progress is being made,’ but in reality
neither the PBA nor the city was really get-
ting anywhere. We bought his explanation
that he didn’t want to start negotiations with
the firemen because he was making such
good progress with the PBA and didn’t want
to upset the talks.

“We waited four months to start talks
with the city and then found out that what
the police had been offered was a step
backwards and that same offer was made to
us." -

Bavaro denied that the firemen had fail-
ed to make a counter-offer to the city.

“Two counter-offers have been made and
both were réjected by the. councilman,”
Bavaro asserfed. “‘Our first was for a two-
year pact which included-a 13 per cent pay
increase this year and 12 per cent pext year,
and increased medical dnd dental benefits.
When that was rejected'we countered with a
one-year agrebment with a 25 per.cent wage
increase.”

Bavaro said that both offers were made
orally to Ranieri. He admitted that the city’s
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Hoboken residents will today at 1 p.m.
begin a walking tour of th city visiting
local landmarks in observance of the
country’s Bicentennial celebration.

The tour, which will start from the
plaza area in Erie Lackawanna Ter-
minal, is being sponsored by the Hoboken
Hfstoric Sites Subcommittee of the

proposal was not formally presented to his
Eership but he didn't think it was
isary.

‘- 4ye already know that the men won't
Siccént it, so what purpose would it serve to
sent it to them for formal rejection except
aste more time? As of today I know of no
\ paid fire department in the state that
s less than the Hoboken Fire Depart-
What we have asked for in raises is
all unreasonable, especially in view of
k of any real financial gains over the

last four or five years. We can't even keep
abreast of inflation on what the city has of-

»:,u.r
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community relations chief, apply “Tot-Finder” :
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Workers in ‘combat’ gear

Hoboken Bicentennial Committee.

Sites to be visited include Hoboken City
Hall, Our Lady of Grace Church, Holy In-
nocents, and the World War 1 Boulder.
Many of the buildings will be opened es-

pecially for the tour.

fered.”

It is reported that the city's last offer
was no pay increase this year, a four per
cent increase next year, and another four per
cent in the third year. In addition, the city
would pay the men for four more holidays at
the rate of $50 each, for a total of 13 paid
holidays a year. They now have nine paid
holidays on which they work and four
holidays which they take time off.

Hobokenteachers face ax

By ELIZABETH PARKS

f7e A

against the notices, James Farina, argued that it

The cloud of financial uncertainty hovering is “misleading to notify teachers that they may
over the Hoboken Board of Education has caused rot be rehired “when it’s literally impossible for
notices to be sent out to 59 non-tenured teachers the school system to operate without them.”

telling them their contracts may not be resumed

for next year.

“We need these people,” Farina said. ‘We’re
short 25 people now who have retired or resigned
and not been replaced.

Board president Mary Gaspar said yesterday

that the notices approved by the board Monday

“‘We have 7,200 kids in the system. If we lose 25

night were not to be consideréd official teachers plus another 59, what kind of teaching

anouncements of lay-offs.

“They are just intended,” she said, “to put

do you think we’re going to get?
“You don't try to fight a forest fire with one

teachers on notice that if the state legislature man and you don't try to teach 7,200 kids with a
doesn't fully fund the thorough and efficient little more than 300 people.”

education program, and if state Commissioner of

But if the board doesn’t get the extra $2 million

Education Fred Burke doesn't reinstate the $680, it anticipates from full funding, and if it doesn’t
000 deleted from the board's budget by the city get back its $680,000 from the council, Mrs,

council then there will have to be layoffs.”

Gaspar said there will have to be layoffs “‘not

The 59 would be among the first to go because just of teachers but of everyone from supervisors
they lack tenure. Mrs. Gaspar said that if the to janitors.”

board gave them tenure at this time, ‘it would be

There is also the possibility that the school

much harder for us to lay them off if it becomes year may be aborted and the term closed before

‘necessary."’

youngsters can accumulate the 180 days that the

However, the only board member to vote state considers a full school year.

Hayeg e
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cleaning vets' monument

No, Hoboken isn't being visited by
creatures from outer space. But residents
might have gotten that impression yesterday
or today if they strolled by Elysian Park at
11th and Hudson streets.

Decked out in masks, rubber gloves and
boots and a special protective suit, workers
from the city's Public Works Department
are sprucing up the World War 1 Veterans
Monument—and it turned out to be a very
dangerous job,

According to Public Workds Director
Raphael P, Vitale, the men first tried to
steam clean the monument but that did little
to remove the accumulated dirt and grime.

“The statue has been there for- more
than 50 years and I don't think it was ever
cleaned,” said the director. “The steam,
‘even under high pressure, didn’t do anything.

“When the steam failed to work my
foreman checked around and found that
mitric acid is used for that kind of work, The
only problem is that it is kind of dangerous
to work with and protective equipment was
required.

“It also gives off some kind of gas when
it contacts the metal in the statue. I don’t
know if it is poisonous or not but it smells
bad enough to be.”

Vitale said the area around the statue
was cleared and then blockaded so that no
one would casually walk into the area where
the men were working and be exposed to the
fumes.

“We found out a few interesting things,”
he continued, “The statue is made of bronze
and the acid really works well. We also
learned that one of the men depicted in the
monument is a sergeant. There was 50 much
grime on it that his stripes were hidden.”

Vitale said that the entire job, including
the protective clothing, cost the city about
$100.

“Since the city did the work itself, I
didn’t get any estimates from private con-
tractors,” he continued, “but I'm told that a
statue of this size would cost something like
$2,000 to clean using the same process we're
using.” '

Meter exp%t hired

L #Has/7¢

to cut water losses

Hoboken isn’t wasting any time getting its program to

cut the city’s water losses under way.

Monday city officials decided that their main thrust
would be in the area of repairing and replacing meters, and
yesterday the first of several additional men needed to get
the program under way was hired, He is Robert Van Ingen

of 501 Bloomfield St.

Mayor Steve Cappiello, who gave Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale permission to hire Van Ingen in spite of
the mayor’s job freeze, said the city was being very “‘select-

ive” in who it puts on the payroll.

“We only want people who have some experience in
working with water or in plumbing,” said the mayor. *1

One of the stumbling blocks that has
caused Hoboken's firemen to balk at con-
tinuing negotiations with the city on a new
contract is being eliminated.

The firemen and officers have flatly
refuced to continue negotiating with the city
as long as Councilman-atlarge Robert A.
Ranieri is the sole negotiator. But the coun-
cilman said today that Francis X, Hayes, the
Jersey City labor attorney who assisted the
city in negotiations last year, is again
available for talks with the unions.

Hayes had been ill for several months
but has now been given a clean bill of health
by his physicians and is returning to work,
the councilmen said.

But for the moment no further talks have
been scheduled between the city and her
police and firemen. All three unions—the
Policemen’s Benevolent Association, the Fire
Fighters Association, and the Fire Officers
Association-—-have declared talks at an im-
passe and are seeking mediation from the
state Public Employment Relations Com-
mission (PERC).

However, Ranieri said that he does not
consider the negotations between the city
and the PBA to be deadlocked. The coun-
cilman said that he was presented with a
counter-offer from the PBA yesterday for the
city’s consideration.

Ranieri would not say what the PBA’s
counter-offer was, but according to sources

afe rise

within the association, the police are asking
for a two-year contract with a 15 per cent
wage increase this year and a 10 per cent
increase next year.

‘The city's best offer to date has been for
a three-year contract with no increase in
salary this year, four per cent in the second
year and another four per cent in the third
year. It has been rejected by the policemen
and the firemen.

Ranieri took exception to comments
from Michael Bavaro, president of the Fire
Fighters Association, that the councilman
had been publicly . stating that the
negotiations with the police were progressing
when actually no progress was being made,

““The talks with the PBA are continuing,
there is give and take, and that, in my
opinion, is progress,” said the councilman.
“‘Although the PBA has declared an impasse
I do not consider this to be the case at all.
We are still talking and negotiating so how
can there be an impasse?

“I consider the declaration of an impasse
to be nothing more than a time-saving device
on the part of the PBA so that should we ac-
tually come to an impasse the PERC-
appointed mediator will be immediately
available to sit with us. At this time I don’t
think we will need his serwices.” :

Ranieri said that hé believes he can
“wrap up”’ the negotiations with the PBA in
abcut two weeks,
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expect there are going to be a lot of residents applying for
the few jobs. We still have a lot of unemployment here. But
unless they can meet these qualifications there isn't much
point in looking for one of the jobs.”

The mayor said Van Ingen, who will start at $8,500 a
year, will be assigned to install and remove water meters.

. He will be taking out old and faulty meters and replacing
* them with others that have been repaired or purchased new.

According to Vitale, notification will be going out shortly
to all businesses and industries in the city who have one-inch
water lines or larger that unless their meters are repaired
and the city presented with certification that they are pro-
perly calibrated, Hoboken is going to start billing them dou-
ble the previous price. ,

“These larger meters belong to the property owners, nol
the city, and it is their responsibility to make sure that they
operate properly,” said the director. “The city has: no
authority to go in and replace the ones that don't work. If the
owner takes his time getting that done all we can do is to
estimate the water use and bill the company on that
estimate,

“The one thing we can do that should prompt the owners
to have their meters checked out and replaced if necessary
is to double the price we've been charging them -on esti-
mated bills,"”

Vitale said there weren't too many firms that tested and
calibrated water meters so the city would include the names
of the ones it knew of in the notices to the companies.

Meters on lines of less than one inch are the city’s
responsibility and will systematically be replaced or
repaired. The city estimates that it will be able to account
for an additional 30 per cent of the water it buys from Jersey
City by the meter program,

4" " At one time the city was unable to account for half of
what it purchased each year.

However, a water line repair and replacement program
in the southern third of the city last year, financed by the

deral government, and spot repairs in other areas by the

ity has helped and the city can now account for between 60
#nd 70 per cent of what it buys.

But Vitale pointed out that there will never be 100 per

Hoboken has tentatively agreed to a new
five year contract on purchasing water from
Jersey City which would see the city’s rate
go from approximately $240 per million
gallons of water to $420 per million and
insure the passing on of a healthy increase to
Hoboken’s residential and industrial users, it
was learned today.

According to a Hoboken City Council
source, the agreement was worked out
earlier this week at a meeting in Jersey City.

“HOWEVER, BEFORE we ink a con-
tract with Jersey City we want a written
reply from the Hackensack Water Co., on
whether or not it will take Hoboken on as a

decided that the mayor would send a formal
letter to the water company asking for writ-
ten acceptance or rejection,” he continued.
“Most of the city council would prefer to
switch to Hackensack if possible. It is a
private firm and private firms are usually
more efficiently operated than government
agencies."”

MARTHA GREEN, a spokesman for the
water company, said that “no final decision
has been made” by the company on
Hoboken’s proposal. She added that it prob-
ably will not be made until the company
studies the letter from thte mayor when it
arrives.

Legal action /by Hoboken and Jersey
City’s other municipal customers with the
state Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
stalled the actual implementation of the new
rates for months.

THE TENTATIVE pact represents a 75
per cent boost.

According to the city council source, the
formal letter to the Hackensack Water Co,
was insisted upon by Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri and most of the other
councilmen won't go along with the Jersey
City contract until they received a reply
from Hackensack.

Ranieri conceded that he did request that

Brokerage_
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¢ent accountability, He said there will alwa+'s be a few leaks,
nio matter how hard the city tries to elin’
undetermined amount of water is never a.
fighting operations and for recreation purposes like summer

fire hydrant sprinklers.
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By CAROLE FELDMAN

The phenomenon of industry leaving
Hudson County is not a new one, ac-
cording to Michael Coleman, economic
consultant for the Hoboken Office of
Community Development. It is, however,
relatively minor today compared to the
exodus of industry from the county dur-
ing the past 20 years, he said.

Last in a Series

“Hoboken has had its industrial
phase,” Coleman said. ‘It is unlikely that
it will return.”

Nevertheless, Coleman is optimistic.
There are different kinds of economic ac-
tivity that can replace heavy manufac-
turing, he said, adding that commercial
businesses will provide Hoboken with a
“‘new horizon economically speaking.”

Coleman cited the number of New York
brokerage firms which have moved
across the Hudson River to Hoboken.

“It is possible for Hoboken to make a
complete economic recovery,” Coleman
said. If the city can create 3,000 within
the next 10 years, it will pretty much
have it made, he said, noting that it
wasn't an unreasonable goal.

The outlook in Jersey City is equally
optimisite, according to Joseph Grossi,
executive director of the Area
Development Council.

Has Turned Around

““The trend of industry moving out has
more or less turned around,” he said,
pointing out that in 1975 38 new
businesses moved into Jersey City, 17 ex-
isting firms renovated and expanded
their operations, and four businesses
relocated within the city.

These new and expanded businesses, he
said, have generated 2,418 new jobs in the
city. ;

Both Jersey City and Hoboken officials
view their proximity to the New York

» .
| business
regional market as one of their greatest
assets in trying to lure new business to
the area.

In addition, with almost a 15 per cent
unemployment rate, Hudson County
offers a ready labor force, they state.
New Jersey can also offer an excellent
highway system, rail access and its
waterfront as incentives to industries
considering relocating in the area, they
claimed.

In an effort to attract new industry to
the state, the New Jersey Economic
Development Authority has -tentatively
approved a state takeover of Jersey
City’'s Montgomery st. urban renewal
area.

Under the plan, the state will buy the
60-acre site from the city for approx-
imately $2.4 million, build facilities there
and sell or lease them to new industries
which provide jobs and taxes.

Provides Needed Tools

Thomas Kelly of the Department of
Labor and Industry’s Economic
Development Division, sees this program
as providing the right tools and
mechanism to bring industry back to the
inner cities.

“It's going to take time,” he said, ‘‘but
it has got a great chance to work.”

The project, which will also affect a
development in Elizabeth, is aimed at
spurring the economic revival of the
cities. If successful, it will be expanded
to include Hoboken, Paterson, Passaic,
Newark, Trenton and Camden.

The cities in turn, according to of-
ficials, are letting existing industry know
that they “have a friend in municipal
government.” Industry is encouraged to
stay in the cities with promises of low in-
terest loans, tax abatements for ex-
pansion and cooperation on the part of
local government,

THAT’S SERVICE — Thomas Verpeut gets a helping of chicken and vegetahles served
up by Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello at the city’s Multi-Service _Center at S?cond and
Grand streets where Hoboken’s senior citizen nutrition program is entering its second
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moving into Hoboken
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CONCRETE CANOE RACE — The third annual Intercollegiate Concrete
Canoe Race gets underway in heavy rain Saturday morning in the Hudson
River off Stevens Tech, Hoboken. More than 20 university Civil Engineer«

Lnglstudents participated, paddeling concrete canoes they designed and
uilt.

By ELIZABETH PARKS

Piper Jaffray, a $31 million
a year securities firm, began
moving part of ifs
metropolitan regional office
into Hoboken’s Grogan
Marine View Plaza yesterday
while developer Bernard

it was ilearned, however,
that one firm Is regarded as

Kenny confir:ned that he may
sign his fourth (ease with
another major securities firm
toward ‘‘the middle of this
week.’’

Kenny also acknowledged
that he hopes to sign his fifth
lease with a Wall Street Com-

pany “’before May 15.”

Kenny declined to name
either firm, saying that to do
so0 now would ‘“embarass’’
both companies engaged In
sensitive negotlations with
New York officlals who want
to keep them In the city.

one of the most prestiglous on

new customer and, if no!, the reasons it Mayor Steve Cappiello confirmed that it
‘Wail Street.

ca.r.not accept us at this time,"” the source was decided to send the company a formal

said. letter but he said that it has not yet been
.The council source said that Hoboken written.

officials have discussed with representatives Hoboken first contacted Hackensack last

of the Hackensack Water Co. the possibility year after being notified by Jerey City that

of taking the city on as a customer but have the rate of $240 per million gallons was going

never received a formal reply either way. up to over $700 per million, an increase of
“Following the meeting this week it was more than 200 per cent,

the letter be sent and added that he was
“troubled™ by the fact that up to this point
the water company hasn't been able to give
the city a firm yes or no.

“It is really a very basic and simple
question~—can the Hackensack Water (Co,
pmv'de Hoboken with approximately 12
million gallons of water a day?” said the
councilman.




Metropolitan Baedeker:

Hoboken

By LESLIE MAITLAND

‘ ‘ OBOKEN is the
last real European
Hcommunity in
America, a work-

ing class city that is riddled
with history and teeming
with places that make things
fresh—things like smoked
mozzarella cheese, bacon and
rich German pastry.”

So says a native son, Louis
LaRusso 2d, who wrote the
play “Lamppost Reunion” af-
ter attending his 20th high
school reunion at the Lamp-
post Bar & Restauramt. The
Lamppost still serves Italian
food at 1lth and Madison
Streets.

Hoboken is a place whose
economy, historically, has re-
volved around its piers and
salty bars—a brawling, dock-
side culture immortalized in

| the Marlon Brando film “On
| the

_ Waterfront.”  Every
morning, hundreds of men
still file into the Deutsche

| Seeman’s Mission, built in
| 1907, looking for work as

longshoremen,

Fewer of them find work
today but if that is one kind
of change, there have also
been advances, led by the
artists and  professional

€ople who represent the

test of a long line of immi-
grants. The lure for them
fas been the modest-priced,
handsome brownstones,
which they are carefully re-
storing.

_These newcomers have been
discovering the resotirces of
their community—varied res-
taurants, ethnic food shops,
stand-up bars, gracious archi-
tecture and streets full of his-
tory—and are bringing to
Hoboken new life and pros-
perity.

The change that has come
to the city has, for the most
part, created a peaceful blend
of old and new,

There is a high-rise apart-
ment building called Grogan
Marine View Plaza, But still
a man, wheeling a trash can,
cleans the street in front of
the apartment building with
a broom and dustpan. The
results are admirable.

“The flavor of the commu-
nity is comforting to artists
—it is to me,” says Mr, La-
Russo, who has returned to
Hoboken, to buy a 100-year-
old townhouse. “This is the
real world. I'm happy here.”

Bac}:gtound

In the early1600's, the
Dutch arrived in Hoboken—
the only New Jersey city
to sit on flat land in front
of the Palisades—and pur-
chased it from the Lenni
Lenape Indians.

During the  Revolutionary
War, the land was confiscat-
ed and sold at auction for
$90,000 tg Col. John Stevens,
who set! on the mname
“Hoboken,” This was derived
either from the Indian name,
“Hopoghan. Hackingh” or
“land of the tobacco- pipe”
so called because the Indians
used the green serpentine
rock found along the Hudson
to carve their pipes—or from
the Dutch name, “Hoebuck,”
meaning “high bluff.”

During World War I, Hobo-
ken was a port of embarka-
tion for 3 million soldiers,
en route to Europe, Other
people came to stay——the
Germans, Irish, Italians, Yu-
goslays, Hispanics and In-
dians—bringing customs and
cultures that shaped the city.

Walking Around e

Notice the fine detail that
characterizes the old struc-
tures, including the many

Discovering an Old World

By Crossing the Hudson

How to Get There

Hoboken—one-square mile in area—sits along the
Hudson River across from midtown Manhattan and
is an easy place to get to.

By car, take the Lincoln Tunnel and arrive in
Hoboken in about 10 minutes, From Connecticut and
New Jersey, take the New Jersey Turnpike, getting
off at exit 14C or at Route 3 east, which you should
take to the Pleasant Avenue exit in Weehawken and
follow signs for Hoboken through traffic.

If you want to start sightseeing the instant you
arrive, the train, from other places in New Jersey, lets
you off at the historic Eric-Lackawanna Terminal, now
a part of the Conrail system.

From New York, the PATH trains take 13 minutes
at a cost of 30 cents. On weekends and holidays, they
leave every 30 minutes, except between 6 AM. and
noon, when they leave every 15 minutes.

three and four-story town-
houses being remodeled now.

Start at the Erie-Lacka-
wanna Terminal, named a
national historic site in 1973.

Follow the stony path from
the terminal to Hudson
Street, where the Deutsche
Seemann’s Mission (now
housing the Waterfront Com-
mission) is situated, and
walk another ‘block west to
Hoboken City Hall on the
corner of Washington and
Newark Streets. It dates to
the 1880's and was named
a national historic site this
year,

At 84 Washington Street,
Community Development
Agency pamphlets providing
an annotated walking tour
will be available to tourists
after May 17. On that day,
the historic sites committee
of the Hoboken Bicentennial
Commission will officially
mark the beginning of that
program with guided tours.

The longest of the tours
described in the historic sites
pamphlet includes more than
30 things to see, takes about
3 hours, covering ahout 4
miles. Among the important
sights is Stevens Institute,
founded in 1870, which occu-
pies 45  acres along the
waterfront, accessible from
Sixth or Ninth Streets along
Hudson Street. The campus
offers what is surely one of
the very best views of New
York City and the Hudson
River—from the George
Washington Bridge to the
Verrazano. :

At the northern end of
the campus, at 10th and Hud-
son Streets, is Elysian Park,
Four blocks fo the north,

‘at 1301 Hudson Street, are

the Bethlehem Steel ship re-
pair yards which also offer

free guided tours (preferably

on Saturdays) to those who
write to arrange it in ad-
vance,

Yet another landmark to
bear the family name is the

" Stevens Academy, on Willow

Avenue and Fifth Street,
which was built in 1860 and
is said to have housed one
of the first kindergartens in
the United States.

Residents like to say that
Hoboken is a ‘“spirited
town,” a description they at-
tribute to the high prepon-

derance of churches and sa-
loons, Among the latter, look
for the half-panes of stained
glass for which Hoboken’s
bars are noted.

Along more sober lines,
10 churches are listed on
the historic sites walking
tours, and each serves a dif-
ferent population, with its
own customs, language and
denomination. One of the
most famous is Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 701 Washing-
ton Street, which was de-
signed by Richard Upjohn
in 1848 in the style of an
English  gothic  country
church.

Eating

There’s a savory assort-
ment of specialty food shops
and restaurants, ranging
from Michael's Restaurant
and Pub 400 Adams Street,
where the fare is chiefl
Italian, to the Clam Bro
House, 30-38 Newark Street,
which boasts that its patrons
consume two tons of clams
a week.

At Michael’s (201-792-0012)
open 11 AM. to 1 A M. daily,
the prices are more than
reasonable, with a sandwich
specialty called the Barge—
turkey, ham and tomato
smothered in a blanket of
melted cheese—going for
$2.75.

The Clam Broth House is
a landmark, having opened
in 1899 and here, well-priced
seafood is the thing to have
—Maine lobster for example,
is $7.50, Sunday night’s din-
ner-theater menu runs $12.50
per person and starts at 5:45.
Reservations are suggested
on the weekends (201-659-
2448), even though 600
people can be seated.

The Cellar Restaurant, 600
Hudson Street, is in the base-
ment of the 110-year-old
Union Club, where @ German-
American social group omnce
had its own bowling alle?'.

The Cellar offers single
dishes such as roast prime
ribs at $3.95 or a Feast Menu
every night, which includes
a cocktail, wine and liqueur,
at $10.95 a person. The res-
taurant is open for lunch
and dinner daily, but on the
weekends, when a three-
piece band performs for
dancing, reservations are

e

suggested (201-798-0088).
Helmer's Restaurant, on

11th and Washington Streets,

(201-963-3333), has been in

Hoboken since the repeal -

of Prohibition, and is the
place to go fer such German
specialties as Geraucherte
Rinds Zunge (smoked beef
tongue) at $3.95 or Ochsen
Schwanz Ragout (oxtail ra-
gout) at $4.25. Elfriede Lue-
ders, the owner, also bakes
her own pumpkin pie, apple
pie and cheesecake. Helmer's
is closed on Sundays.

The Lamppost Bar & Res-
taurant (201-659-9660) is the
place where Mr. LaRusso
goes every Wednesday night
for a smorgasbord that he
describes as the “most in-
credible feast of eating you
can get anywhere in the

world” It costs $6.95 a per- -

son. The restaurant is open
every day for lunch and din-
ner.

Shopping

Food is the thing to buy,
either on the street—from
the fruit peddlers who hawk
their wares from flatbed
trucks—or in the many spe-
cialty shops that have re-
tained an ethnic flavor.

“If you live here, you never
have need of a supermarket,”
Mr. LaRusso says. “If I live

here much longer, I'll weigh

400 pounds.”

Schoning’s Bakery, oppo-
site City Hall on Washington
Street, has been an institu-
tion since 1928, and is still
run by Irma and Herman
Schoning, who keep their
pies and pastry rich, but their
prices low. You can buy a
large cherry crumbcake or
a fudge layer cake for $1.60,
are just 35 cents each. The
store is open from
to 8:30 P.M. daily and from
8§ A M. to 2 P.M. on Sundays,

For Italian pastry, Carlo’s
Bakery, on Adams Street be-
tween Fourth and Fifth
Streets, is the tempting coun-
terpart of Schoning’s, having
opened here more than 65
years ago. The bakery is oPen
~—selling ricotta pies at $1.65
~—from 8 AM. to 7 PM.
Tuesday through Saturday
and from 8 AM. to 4 P.M.
on Sunday; on Monday, it
is closed,

Fiore’s House of Quality,
next door to Carlo’s, was
founded in 1913 and is still
the place to find homemade
mozzarella cheese in fresh,
dried, or smoked varieties,
as well as a vast assortment
of Italian delicacies. To ac-
company the cheese, visit
Gustoso’s (a name
means ‘‘tasty” in Italian) for
bread whose ingredients

6 AM..

that |

have remained a family se-

cret for more than 60 years.

Teresa Gustoso claims that |
low in calories and |

it is
dispenses it—with loving at-
tention to her
preferences—from her shop
at 406 Fourth Street.

Entertainment

The Stevens Institute of
Technology often offers lec-
tures, films or concerts, To
find out what’s happening,
call the school and ask for
the center desk (201-792-
2700

At the Grand Hotel, which
opened at Hudson and Third
Streets in 1891, but now con-
sists chiefly of a bar, dance-
concerts with local musicians
are scheduled twice a month.
The Music is usually country-
and-western or jazz, and the
next dance-concert will be
held tomorrow, at 8 P.M.

Films are also shown here |

on the first Tuesday of every
month. For future listings,
call the hotel, at 201-656-
7666,

customers” |

Hispani
BY PETER HALLEM /17 i'?

For the first time since the feud be-
tween former Mayors John J. Grogan and
Fred M. DeSapio in the early 1950’s, the
Hoboken Democratic organization is facing
stiff opposition to the election of its com-
mitteemen in the June 8 primary.

The organization is being challenged in
12 of the city's 24 election districts by
Hispanic candidates fielded by the Pro-
gressive Democrats, an organization founded
several months ago. The group has at least
one candidate for committeeman in each of
the 12 districts and two candidates for the
two Democratic seats in four of the 12.

In the First District of the First Ward,
Angel Luis Rivera is trying to unseat either
Mark Forman or Lillian Gottilla, the regular
organization candidates, Manny Rivers will
be looking to oust either Daniel Valente or

ENJOYING THE BALL — Taking some time out from the dance floor to enjoy some
conversation at the St. Mary Hospital annual ball are, from left, Dr. and Mrs. Vincent

¢ Dems plan Hoboken battle

Lucillé Gato, the incumbent commitiee
members in the Second District.

Two candidates are running in the
Fourth District of the First Ward against in-
cumbents Phyllis Herzich and Ben Gocliuc-
cily. They are Pedro Rivera and Lydia
Rodriguez.

The Progressive Democrats also have
two candidates running in the Third District
of the Second Ward against organization
candidates Richard and Barbara Hansen.
They are Ruben Ramos and Carmen Ber-
mudez,

In the Fourth District of the Second
Ward, Santos Lopez is seeking to unseat
either John Smith or Vera Riccardi.

Only one committeeman is being
challenged in the Third Ward. Antonio Velez
is trying to unseat either Victor Pinto or
Grace Eari.

In the First District of the Fourth Ward

incumbents Corrado DePinto and Ann
Aurigemma are being challenged by Ismael
Morales, the Progressive candidate, and
Joseph Lotito, an independent,

Five candidates are running for the two
committee seats in the Second District of the
Fourth Ward. The incumbents are Margaret
Traficante and Peter Mancuso. They are
facing Efraim Rodriquez and Martha Serran,
the Progressive Democrats candidates, and
Theodore Calabrese, an independent.

In the Third District of the Fourth Ward,
Joseph Lisa and Ann DelBocchio, the
organization candidates, are being challeng-
ed by Pedro Guzman and Margarita
Figueroa,

Luciano Gonzalez Jr. will be attempting
to oust either Albert Stuhr or Elsie Kelly in
the First District of the Fifth Ward.

In the Third District of the Fifth,
Reinaldo Feliciano will be facing Leonard
Luizzi and Marie Salvetti while Lucas Torres
will be looking to replace either James T.
Brennan, the son of City Council President
Martin J. Brennan, or Angie Lisa.

Only in the Sixth Ward are the
organization candidates for the Democratic
committee unopposed. The candidates for the
city’s Republican committee seats are all
unopposed.

Frank Duroy, a spokesman for the Pro-
gressive Democrats and an unsuccessful
candidate for mayor in the city’s 1973 elec-
tion, said the group was opposing the
organization in the districts where it felt the
organization “was not truly representing the
constituents.” :

“They have lost touch,” he asserted,
“and that situation cannot be allowed to
continue."”

Although the Progressive Democrats
candidates are all Hispanic, Duroy said the
group was not oriented along those lines, He
said that the districts in which it has can-
didates running were predominately Spanish:
speaking, but the organization had no
Hispanic or Puerto Rican committee mems
bers or candidates. ;

State unit OKs purchase

of Hoboken rail section

/
Ry Snecial Correspondent 57//7 (4
TRENTON — The State Commuter Operating Agency
(COA) yesterday authorized the purchase of 1.9 miles of Erie
Lackawanna Railway section from Hoboken to West End for

$1,027,914.
It was one of nine segments totaling more than 53 miles

approved for purchase at $3.4 million through use of 1968
transportation bond issue funds.

Transportation Commissioner Alan Sagner, COA chair-
man, said “The acquisition is important because we will
sdve what could have been a high rental and have gained
control over important rail properties such as Hoboken Ter-

minal.”
The Hoboken track area purchase price was estimated

by the US. Rail Administration, which also valued
thé property on the other eight segments. All will be or

already are used for passenger service.
The COA also submitted to the Federal Railroad Ad-

ninistration a $9.9 million program on 28 projects for
subsidized rail service. These include both Hoboken Ter-

minal and Hoboken Yard.

Inequalities? /7/7¢ 4 g,
Are Hoboken’s property tax assess-
ments discriminatory? Are some build-
ings assessed at less than identical
buildings alongside them or nearby?

Those questions have surfaced as a
result of some discoveries made by a
man who owns a number of properties
in the city and was successful in ap-
pealing the assessed valuations placed
on them by the city. He is suing to
force a citywide revaluation, on the
basis of what he contends are flagrant
inconsistencies,

_ He could be wrong. The discrepan-
cies he points out may be justified in
the light of the professional experience
of the city’s assessors. Still, his charges
are a challenge,

The city administration should feel
called on to give an answer—complete
wi mparative figures — instead of
simiply’bucking the matter to the county
board. of taxation.

Not just clowning around
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- Circus to aid summer program

Mike’s Athletic Club of Hohoken will
sponsor the Story Book Circus on May 15 and
16 to help raise funds for the club's 10th con-

p.m., a second at 6:30 and several others if
the crowd warrants it. Each performance
runs about 90 minutes,

DePietro and Hoboken Mayor and Mrs. Steve Cappiello. Dr. and Mrs. DePietro both
served on the reception committee for the ball and were on several other commitiees,

Agency eyes converting Hoboken

/376
Four deteriorated tenements along 11th
st., Hoboken, close to the scene where 11
people lost their lives in a 1972 fire, may
be sold to the Applied Housing Agency to
be converted into a federally subsidized
low income housing complex.

Walter Barry, president of Applied
Housing, yesterday confirmed that his

agency is negotlating to buy the four
buildings at 50-52-54-56 11th st.

Barry would not discuss the price his
agency was willing to pay for the
tenements, but he did say the talks were
progressing ‘‘satisfactorily” and that
they will probably be concluded within
four months,

The agency is now awaiting funding
approval from the federal Housing and

WILD, WILD WEST ....

Upon seeing the herd, the Hoboken women mdde a hasty departure
from the picnic area, leaving behind baskets and even their prized

chapeaus!

By IRV WAGEN

In this Bicentennial year, everyone is reading how the
colonists lived and what they did for amusement.

A hundred or more years ago, long before rock radio and
smash-‘em-up cops and robbers chases on television, the
Hudson County and New York natives took their enter-
tainment live.

It was not all cowboy and Indian out in the “‘wild wild
west” as shown in two movies a night on television today.
There was the “wild wild east,”” too, complete with the
Great Hoboken Buffalo Hunt, staged by none other than im-
pressario, P.T. Barnum!

Barnum had heard of hunter C.D. French and his herd of

5/3/7¢
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wild buffalo that he had captured near Sante Fe, so he
negotiated with French to stage a Great Buffalo Hunt in
Hoboken at a trotting track near the Hoboken Ferry.

He advertised the event as ‘““free to all’ with ac-
commodations for 100,000 persons. It was free all right, but
Barnum chartered all the ferries for theday of hunt, Aug. 31,
1843, upped the fare, and made his profit that way.

Came the day of the hunt and 24,000 persons showed up.
There was to be three performances.

About 20 buffalo were led into the center of the track
where they contentedly muched on the grass. French dress-
ed in full Indian regalia, and riding a large horse galloped

into the arena with a loud war whoop. A shout went up from
the crowd. The buffalo looked up with jaundiced eyes and
continued munching grass, A few more war whoops —

in Hoboken

today.

The circus will set up its tent in' the
schoolyard of the Wallace School at 1ith
Street and Willow Avenue. There will be
performances on May 15 at 1:15 and 4 p.m.

secutive

summer

recreation

: program
Micharl Turner, founder and organizer, said

Turner said that since May 16 is the
day of the city’s bicentennial parade and'
a large crowd is expected for it, additional
performances will be given, following the
parade,

Tickets are available at Stan’s Sport
Center, 528 Washington St., People’'s Photo
Studio, 510 Washington St. or by calling Tur- .

Or May 16 there will be a performance at 4

ner at 798-0670,

Development Agency (HUD.

Under HUD’s old Section 238 housing
program, it supplied Applied Housing
with millions of dollars to rehabilitate
apartments along Willow av.,
Washington st., Hudson, Bloomfleld,
Clinton, Adams, Jefferson and 13th sts.

The agency buys old tenements, guts
them, and then constructs modern
apartments inside the shell.

So far, the agency has completed or is
in the midst of renovating approximately
710 housing units at a cost of over §12
million.

1f HUD approves the mortgage for the
11th st. conversion, Barry sald the
agency would relocate the 40 tenants now
living in the building, gut the apartments

The Buffalo, now thoroughly annoyed, went into stampede formation.

nothing. The crowd impaient for action, began to clap in un-
ison, while French continued the whoops.

Then, someone fired a shot — that did it.

The buffalo, now thoroughly annoyed, went into stampede
formation and headed for the grandstand. Spectators took
one look and scattered. Some took to trees, some ran through
the picnic area trampling delicious apple pies, while others
headed towards the ferry where a portable bar had been
set up, one of Barnum's sources of profit.

The patrons of the bar, hearing the commotion, looked up
to see a mob of people being chased by a herd of buffalo, who
in turn were being chased by a bunch of yelling, screaming
lads who fancied themselves the Buffalo Bills of Hoboken.
One quick gulp and the patrons headed for the ferryhouse.
Others a bit slower and unsteadier jumped into the river.

and convert the buildings into low income
housing.

The federal government would sub-
sidize the rents. Tenants would only have
to pay 25 per cent of their annual income
for rents.

In the past, Applied Housing has
developed middle income projects. This
is the first time apartments will be
renovated for low income familits under
the Section 8 provision of the HUD hous-
ing program.

But Barry says he thinks the change
from moderate to low income families
will have no impact on Hoboken's
character.

He points out that the buildings are now
badly deteriorated and until recently

Querxy

on

tenements

were managed by the city because the
owner, Buddy Hoff Inc., WNY, failed to
pay his taxes.

The back taxes have now been paid by
Irving Hopmier and a small corporation
of individuals who held the second
mortgage on the properties.

Applied Housing will now take over
management of the buildings as the
terms of the sale are concluded.

Barry also said that with Section 8, the
city does not have to grant a tax
abatement to developers who want to
renovate the propery. Applied Housing
will continue to pay the current taxes on
the properties, $16,919 a year. plus
whatever increases there may be in the
assessments once rehabilitation is com-
pleted.

y/v;afer f;(gy
Hoboken supply

At the request of Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello, a

telegram has been sent by Councilman-at-large Robert A.

water it
The

million

million

council

Ranieri to the Hackensack Water Co. asking the company if
it is able to supply the city with the 12 million gallons of

needs daily. i
telegram was sent Sunday to the water company's

Weehawken office; according to Ranieri. A spokesman for
the company said today she did not know whether such a
telegram had been received, but would try to find out.

“Basically, it pointed out that Hoboken has been after
the water company for the past year for a response on
whether or not it can supply Hoboken with its water needs,
but no response has been given,” said Ranieri.

“We ask that the company respond as soon as possible
by telegram stating whether or not it is prepared or will be
with in the next five years, to supply Hoboken with the 12

gallons of water it needs daily at bulk rate or at a

rate approved by the state Public Utilities Commission
(PUC)."” )
Hoboken has tentatively agreed to a five-year contract
with Jersey City to supply it with water. But the fee the city
has been paying to Jersey City — approximately §$240 per

gallons — will go up by some 75 per cent to §420 per

million. But before the city council agrees to sign a formal
contract it wants the Hackensack Water Co. to state its
position.

The company’s position on the Hoboken matter has been
“no further comment at this time.” and that has troubled
Ranieri.

“T do mot understand this situation at all;” said the

man. “The company must know exactly how much

water it has available daily, how much it uses, how much
surplus it has, and how much reserve it must keep for

After demolishing the bar, the herd changed direction and emeﬁ‘f:"oes'

appears to me that it would be a very matter to ex-

headed upWashington st. toward City Hall where a lone con-
stable was on duty outside, chair tilted back, enjoying the
peaceful warm summer breeze. He looked up and saw the
herd heading towards him. Undaunted, he pulled his trusty
revolver and fired one shot and missed. He then ran into the
building bolting the door behind him.

At the City Hall the herd scattered. By this time a posse
was formed and the great Hoboken roundup began. In a few
hours all but a few head were back in the arena calmly
munching the grass, awaiting their next booking. As for the
missing buffalo, it was rumored later that week that a
certain butcher on Washington st. was selling black market
buffalo steaks.

0.K. TV, try topping that!

amine these figures and determine within a few days
whether or ot there is water available forHoboken.”

Ranieri said he suspected that the water company may
have delayed in giving Hoboken any encouragement or
figures because it wouldn’t want ot be used as “a wedge” in
negotiations between Hoboken and Jersey City on water

rates.
“1 can understand that if that is the case;'’ he continued.

“But it would have been a very simple matter to just come
out and say that this is the case and it wanted a formal
commitment from Hoboken that it would negotiate in good
faith with the company before it would make any commit-
ments,” :
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By ELIZABETH PARKS

Culture clashed with finance
at the Hoboken Board of Ad-
justment meeting last week
and, not very surprisingly,
finance won.

Referring repeatedly to the
city’s need to generate more
ratables, the board voted four
to one to permit the demolition
of the 116-year-old historic

Stevens Academy, the site of
the country’'s first
kindergarten class in 1881 and
erect in its place a drive-in
branch of the Garden State
National Bank.

Residents and members of
the Hoboken environmental
committee who opposed the
bank and submitted an 1,800

signature petition appealing

for the salvation of the

academy, assailed the board

for ““overlooking the will of the
le.”

Peter Beronio, director of
soclal programs for the com-
munity development agency,
sald the agency is still in-
terested in buying the academy
and converting it into a
“‘neighborhood center” for
recreation and social
programs.

Beronio said he will ask the
city council at Monday's
caucus to overrule the board’s
decision and deny the bank &
variance to demolish the
academy.

Beronio said the approx-
imate $2,500 a year the city
would receive in ratables for
the bank would be offset by
“‘the tremendous social use the
city could make of the building
to bring expanded recreation,
health and day care services to
all the residents of the city.”

To build a structure com-
parable to the academy today,
Beronio said, the city would
have to spend at least §1-
million. That would include the

et !
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cost of construction hut not the
cost of land acquisition or
maintenance and operation

funded day care program now
located in the recreation center
at 118 Jefferson st.

The state day care bureau’
has told Hoboken that it will
not refund the $275,000 a year
program unless the. city
provides a better location. The
center is old, small, and in an
advanced state of
deterioration.

Without the program, the
city would also lose 25 full-time
jobs and five part-time jobs
and working mothers now free
for their jobs because of the
day care assistance, would
have to return to the welfare
rolls.

Tom Clark, attorney for Gar-
den State National, said the
bank is prepared to close on the
academy as soon as the city
council ratifies the board’s
decision.

Dominick Penna, real estate
officer for the bank, said if the
closing is affected im-
mediately, construction would
probably begin in early July.

The bank would probably
open Oct. 1.

Clark said he did not an-
ticipate any trouble with the
city council approving the

i

Warn on

along
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being advised to keep toured

sidewalk displays of goods
close to storefronts to avoid

“We will be contacting the
various stores asking them to
kindly refrain from making ex-
tensions of clothing racks;
food, etc., that will encumber’
the right of way of the
pedestrians,” Public Works
Commissioner Robert C. Botti
sald. “Common sense should
dictate when the public is
hampered or inconvenienced
by such encumbrances.”

The commissioner’s com-

. e »
ments came after he and
Mayor Willlam V. Musto
Bergenline and Summit
avs. in response to complaints
about the numerous sidewalk
displays of merchandise.

A city ordinance prohibits
merchants from displaying
their wares “in such a manner
as to encumber the sidewalk in
front of the store premises.”

Many of the complaints,

sidewa

however,
the “low class” apnearance of
the goods on sidewalks.

Although it has been allowed
for many years, Union City is
the only municipality in North
Hudson which permits the
practice.

“If general discussion and
the suggestion and request that
the merchandise be removed
from the citizen’s way does not

"y

“Most of the pros and cons
have come from the merchants
on the avenue,’ he added.
“After the meeting of the
merchants in my office, I may
very well hold a general public
hearing to get the public’s
reaction to this form of
merchandising.”

Hoboken's Fourth Ward together again

/Y7

Ward Demeccratic Club, even

BY PETER HALLAM

> s »
Political peace has rezmed to
Hobdken’s Fourth Ward.

The = long-smouldering  dif-
ferences between Fourth Ward
Coungilman Louis Francone and
Public Works Director Raphael
P, le, the, councilman’s
prother<in-law and president of
Francone's political club, have
been resolved, it was learned
today..

" While neither Vitale nor Fran-
cone admittec publicly that they

weren't seeing eye to eye, it has
been an open secret in the ward
that the two haven’t been getting
along too well for almost six
months. But thdt all ended
Friday night when, according to
club members, the councilman
and Vitale “hugged and made
up.bl

One source said that the pro-
blem developed when the direc-
tor and Francone couldn’t agree
on some personal matters last
fall. Vitale stopped going to
meetings of Francone's Fourth

though he was its president.

The differences between the
two started to affect the club
members, some feeling loyal to
Vitale and others siding with the
standard bearer,

But Friday everything was put
in order. At Francone’s in-
vitation, Vitale returned to the
clubrooms at 60 Madison St. and
received a standing ovation from

members who sensed the feud
was finally over.

The reunion of the councilman

.thltlehdo : /2//6

GOING FOR BROKER—Hoboken Mayor
Steve Cappiello (left) presents plaque

reading, ‘“Thank you for
Hoboken,” to officials of a

investing in
Minneapolis-

based brokerage house, Piper, Jaffray and
Hopwoed, which moved its New York offices
to Hoboken, the first members of the New
York and American Stock Exchanges to do so.
Receiving the plaque are Frank Wels Welch,
the firm’s branch manager (center), and Ad-

dison L. Piper, vice president.

variance.

All Hoboken assessments challenged ;s

BY PETER HALLAM Jy ‘?/7‘

A number of Hoboken property owners
may get decreases in their assessments —
and reductions in the amount of taxes they
pay to the city, as a result — without even
asking for them.

The reason — another property owner,
Michael Grate of 1135 Bloomfield St., is going
to challenge the city's whole assessment
system in court, claiming that there are
“great inconsistencies and discrepancies’ in

the assessments of many properties in the
cit
. “I have been after the city for several
years now to upgrade the assessments so
that everyone has a fair and just value on
their properties, but without any success,"”
said Grato, “I personally own five buildings
in the city and successfully appedled the
assessments on them That's what got me
involved in this in the first place.
“While working on my own appeals I

began to discover that I wasn’t the only pro-
perty owner whose buildings were assessed
at a much higher value than similar build-
ings owned by others. I can see no reason
why there should be two almost identical
buildings, one assessed at thousands of
dollars more than the other.”

According to Grato, he appeared before
the city council last November and brought
the council’s attention to the problem.
Nothing was done.

‘ Hoboken brownstone tour attracts 850

Some Hoboken streets will be getting a
beauty lift as a result of yesterday’s
brownstone house tour which drew hundreds
of persons to the waterfront city for a new
look at urban life.

Meanwhile, in Jersey City, plans are
being completed for similar upcoming tours
of four neighborhoods.

- The Hoboken Environment Committee,
which sponsored yesterday's tour of eight
homes, said the proceeds will be used to buy
plants and shrubs for the city's streets and
public buildings.

More than 850 persons joined the. open
house tour, raising several thousand dollars
for the committee through admission
donations.

Mrs. Helen Manogue, president of the
committee, said specific plans for the money
had not been made but that the group would
meet shortly to decide what beautifcation
projects it would sponsor.

“We are delighted with the response,”
said Mrs. Monogue about the tour, “‘This is

; just what we need to bring people back to

Hoboken, These restored houses show how
attractive city living can be.”

In Jersey City the third annual tour of
brownstones near Van Vorst Park is
scheduled for May 16. The ‘tour will feature
some large and lavish homes that have been
restored in the past year as well as the lonic
House, an 1830 mansion that is headquarters
for the city's Neighborhood Preservation
program,

“What You Can Buy for $5,000 to $15,000"
is the theme of the second annual Bergen
Hill house tour the following Sunday, May 23
Nearly a dozen homes will be shown in the
area of brick and frame houses around Astor
Place, Summit and Belmont Avenues,
including the imposing Brinkerhoff House
with 33 stained glass windows. The tour
starts at St. John’s Epsicopal Church, 120
S.ummit Ave., where an organ concert will be
given.

On June 6th, the Historic Paulus Hook
Association will conduct its annual tour of

horpes in the city’s oldest brownstone
neighborhood near the site of the 1779

Hoboken streets still sink,

5/5/7¢6
even ones al

Hoboken's problem with sinking streets
is continuing, especially at locations where
the city already has made temporary
repairs, Public Works Director Raphael P.
Vitale said today.

Vitale said a section of Fourth Street,
between Washington and Hudson streets,
which the city had filled in several weeks
ago, has started to sink again,

“It hasn't reached the point where we'll
have to close the street to traffic, but if it
continues we will,”” he added. “Then we’ll fill
it in again.”

A section of Bloomfield Street, a few feet
south of the intersection of Fifth Street, also
gave way again after the city had repaired
the area, but not in exactly the same
location,

“‘That happened over the weekend,” said
the director. ““The spot is right next to the
curb. We fixed another one several feet away
and south a few weeks ago which seems to
be holding up for the time being. I had to call
out some men Sunday to make the tem-
porary repairs.”

The director said that over the weekend
a motorist ignored the barricades at 11th and
Washington streets which were intended to

rzgdy fixed

prevent autos from using 11th Street. He said
the vehicle became trapped where the street
is sinking and had to be towed out.

What is causing the problem? The
director said it is usually caused by broken
water lines that wash away large sections of
the ground, undermining the street.
However, there weren't any recent water
leaks in any of the areas.

“They could still be the cause of the
problems,” he said. ‘“There were leaks in
these areas in the past but they have since
been corrected. But the washouts might have
been a distance from the leak and gone un-
discovered when the repairs were made.

“With the tratfic we have on our streets
the lack of support of the asphalt is bound to
show up sooner or later. It is only a matter
of time before the street starts to sink and
the washed-out area is discovered.”

But Vitale said the problem at 1lth
Street might not be washouts but geological
faults caused by the explosion of the city's
sewage pumping station last September.
The city is arranging to have a company
take test borings of the soil in the area to
determine if the explosion created faults in

the ground.

Revolutionary War battle of Paulus Hook.
Five to seven houses will be visited during
the tour which starts at 2 p.m. at Washington

and Greene Streets,

Several brownstones around historic

Hamilton Park with its imposing 19th Cen-
tury bandstand will be featured at the Ham-
ilton Park Association’s tour June 27,

On most tours the houses are open from
1to 5 p.m., refreshments are served and

donations are requested to support the work
of the neighborhood groups.

Hoboken names

captain to head

fire training ;/;/54

After almost a year without one, the
Hoboken Fire Department again has a full-
time training officer.

Starting today, Capt. Richard
Tremitiedi, 37, is officially the man in
charge of training for the department, filling
the void caused by the retirement last year
of Deputy Chief Leo Guider,

Tremitiedi, the youngest member of the
Hoboken department ever to be made cap-
tain, is currently assigned to the Code En-
forcement and Fire Prevention Bureau.
Mayor Stevé Cappiello, who authorized the
reassignment as city public safety director,
said that the captain’s primary duty will be
training but he may be called upon to assist
in the bureau from time to time, if possible.

Tremitiedi joined the department in 1960
and was promdted to captain in 1965 at the
age of 26 after taking and passing the Civil
Service examination with the highest grade
ever recorded by a Hoboken fireman.

He is agraduate of A.J. Demarest High
School —now Hoboken High School — and
has taken courses in fire fighting and fire
sciences at Essex County Community
College, Jersey City “State College a nd
Rutgers University. The captain is four
credits away from obtaining an associate

degree in fire sciences.

Tremitiedi is also one of six Hoboken fire
captains who are waiting to find out if they
have passed the Civil Service examination
for deputy chief. The captains all took and
nassed the written portion of the examination
and last week took the oral examination in
Trenton. There is currently one vacancy in
the department in the rank of deputy chief.

Hoboken to clear
57576 . g 1T
area to build new

rontrance’ fo city

The Hoboken Housing Authority has en-
tered a new phase in its program to purchase
two city blocks in the downtown area, clear
them of sub-standard buildings and develor? a
neighborhood of mainly one-and-two-family
homes.

The authority’s goal, said Andrew
Scherer, authority chairman, is to transfoxjm
the area into an attractive residential
entrance to the city. The blocks are First to
Second streets, from Adams to Jefferson
streets, and Newark to First streets, from
Grand to Adams streets.

Under the program, to be financed by
the U.S. Housing and Urban Development
agency, the sub-standard structures will be
purchased by the authority and razed.
Families now in the buildings will be
relocated. Once the land is cleared, the
authority will seek developers for one-and-
two-family homes and possibly one apgrt-
ment house. A small portion of the section
would be set aside as commercial.

The authority entered a new phase in the
program yesterday when Scherer reported
that appraisals of the existing buildings have
been completed and will now be studied by
Maurice Grouls, who has been retained by
the authority as a negotiator.

In other business, the authority yester-
day awarded a contract for fencing and
improvements o sidewalks at two vacant
lots alongside Grogan Marine View Plaza
parking garages. The lots, which are the
sites of a future apartment house, have been
the source of complaints from residents who
said rubbish was being thrown there.

Scherer also reported that HUD has ap-
proved more than $300,000 in modernization
funds for the authority. The money will be
used to improve 22-year-old underground
steam heating pipes at the Andrew Jackson
Gardens and to overhaul elevators at the
Jackson, Harrison and Columbus Gardens.

To curb vandalism, the authority intends
to remove mailboxes from hallways and will
make two mail rooms available at Jackson
Gardens, one at either end of the complex.
Mailboxes have been damaged over the
vears and some tenants have been fearful of
having mail left in them.

“I cited two particular cases, but there
are many more,” he continued. “One was
the buildings, both brownstones, at 1204 and
1206 Bloomfield St. They are very similar,
but 1204 is assessed $4,200 less than 1206.

“The other was the buildings at 521-533
Jefferson St. and 530-532 Madison St. Both
are onestory, cinder-block commercial
buildings of almost identical size. But the

. building at 531-533 Jefferson St., is assessed

at $7,700 less than the building at 530-532
Madison St., and the Madison Street building
is a lot newer than the other one.”

Grato said that he has written to the city
council and Mayor Steve Cappiello pointing
out that since his appearance at the Nov, §,
1975 council meeting the city has done
“absolutely nothing” to correct “these
discrepancies and many, many others.”

“I think six months is more than enough
time to at least start putting proper and just
evaluations on our property,” he asserted,
“So the city has left me no choice but to take
legal action on my own. I have retained
Walter Gottschalk to represent me in this
matter.”

Grato declined to comment on what
course the court action would take. ‘“That
would be revealing our strategy,” he said

Mayor Steve Cappiello acknowledged
that he had received a copy of the letter
Grato hand delivered to the council. The
mavor said that he has forwarded it to the
city’s assessors, Andrew P. McGuire and
Woodrow Monte, the same action he took
with thelet ter Gratko presented to the city
last November. But he couldn't even ask
them for an explanation on them.,

“The assessors are not answerable to me
or the city,” he said. ‘*We pay them but they
are answerable to the Hudson County Tax
Board and the state Tax Commission, not
the city.”

Cappiello could not shed any light on why
assessments on similar properties should
vary by thousands of dollars.

McGuire, the city’s chief assessor,
declined to comment untii he had
“thoroughly reviewed' Grato's charges.

and public works director may
be tested in the very near future,
however, Francone has been
sticking fairly close with Mayor
Steve Cappiello who will be run-
ning for re-election next May.
But Vitale and the mayor have
been having their differences
and their relationship is seen by
political observers as something
less than gooci.

Vitale has been noticeably
friendly with First Ward Coun-
cilman Anthony Romano, viewed
by some as the mayor’s major
opposition next year, should he
decide to run,

The Fourth Ward has always
been one of the major vote pro-
ducers for organization can-
didates through the direction of
Vitale and Francone.

In recent elections, Andrews
Amato and the Hoboken Outlook
have made some inroads on the
organization strength. But
Amato is now friendly with
Francone and Vitale will pro-
bably work with them in next
year's electioh.

Some observers believe that
the Fourth Ward will again be a
key in next year's mayoral elec-
tion and the candidate who has
the backing of Vitale gnd Fran-
cone will be the odds-on favorite
fo be elected mayor.
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plan for Academy

The proposal by Hoboken’s Community
Development Agency (CDA) to purchase the
vacated Stevens Academy building and
develop it as a “neighborhood center” gets
impetus from the news that the state Bureau
of Day Care Services plans to end $273,000 in
funding of the city's Jefferson Street Day
Care Center program this summer.

City Council President Martin J. Bren-
nan disclosed at last night’s council caucus
that the bureau considers the facility
deteriorating and that state officials “may
not be able to remew the child care center
license™ for the program.

Moreover, said Brennan, the letter from
Tom Tucker, a bareau supervisor, says that
the state's “tight money” situation “‘makes
extremely difficult the funding of any capital
improvements” for a building suffering from
“structural weakness.”

1f the city can’t find another location to
house the 46 Hispanic, 21 black and 16 white
pre-schoolers enrolled in the Jefferson day
care program, it would mean the loss of jobs
for 20 full-time and five part-time Hoboken
residents, according to statistics supplied
last night by Fred Bado, CDA chief.

To avoid that, Bado urged the five coun-
cilmen attending the caucus — Brennan,
Anthony Romar, Rebert Ranieri, Walter
Cramer and Louis Francone — to authorize
CDA to take steps toward purchasing the
Academy for an estimated §90,600 and
refurbishing it for between $200,000 and
$400,000.

When asked if CDA has the money to
renovate the building, Bado replied: “From
my reading of (federal grant) regulations, I
believe we have the money.”

Later, Peter Beronio, a Bado aide, said
that state officials have inspected the
Academy and are “very interested” in
funding its restoration as & neighborhood
center, But he said they have committed
only $15,000 for the installation of a kitchen
and between $35,000 and $40,000 more for
“other renovations,”

Outlining CDA's reasoning behind using
Stevens, Bado said the building, when
renovated, could support a “mix of pro-
grams” for not only pre-schoolers, but also
senior citizens, health care and social ser-
vices geared for uptown residents. He said
the center could supplement those programs
offered by the city's Multi-Service Center at
Second and Grand Streets where ‘“we’re
turning people away."”

Meanwhile, according to Beronio, CDA

Environment unit

S/ H76

rushes to saye9 7
Stevens Academy

A special meeting of the executive board
of the Hoboken Environment Committee has
been called for Tuesday night to see if there
still might be a way to save the 1

Stevens Academy structure

man, said today.

The Gagden State National Bank, w_hich
plans to demolish the structure and build a
drive-in banking facility on the site, is hold-
ing a closing on the property todyy w1§h the
trustees of the academy. Demolition is €x-
pected to start before next Friday. :

“We don’t know that there is anything
that can be done to prevent this beautiful and The
historic building from being torn dGWp. lﬁxt
we hope to find something,” she said. _A
careful review will be made of the entire
situation to see if there is some &

to take.”
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