Baseball's First Game Recreated

THURSDAY, JUNE 17;

PATRIOTIC GESTURE
Hoboken
Htterersji)
Hobokea lawmakers are
poking to get tough with resitants and out-of-towners who
lout the city's anti-littering
vdinance.

The stedents who worked on the quilt pther around their
clothing teacher, Mrs. Ruth Trachtenberg, to admire their
finished product.

A group of students putting the finishing touches to the quilt.

love, imbedded on the quilt,
are by the Ana Aleman, Lucy
Baez, Milagros
Rodriguez,
Cornelia
Brescia,
Rafaela
Caputo, Cebra Coe, Luz Pagan,
Georgiann
Mechler,
Eva
Ackerman, Rose Lomalino,
Damaris
Lopez,
Iily7na
Deviic. All worked under the
capable leadership of Mrs.
Trachtenberg, their Clothing
teacher.

Mrs.
Grace
Liguori,
employed by Maxwell House,
was the winner of the quilt.
She was so thrilled at winning
that she brought the Quilt to
the
Plant
so
that
her
co-workers could enjoy and
admire the Quilt. Plans are in
the nuking for the Quilt to be
displayed in a Madison Avenue
Show Window over the Fourth
of JUly weekend.

Block group sets strategy
The Bicentennial Quilt Raffle was won by Mrs. Ligouri,
pictured above with her husband and Mrs. Ruth Trachtenberg.

Members of Hc'joken's 2M Garden Street
Block Association plan to put the pre-sure on
the City Council regularly by putting in their
two cents at every council session from now
•n about neighborhood conditions.
That was the strategy devised la.st niphl
during a meeting cf the assor.ation, whose
membership is expanding t;: sections of
Bloom field Street and Park Avenue, held at
St. John's Lutheran CHurch.
Councilman - at - large Rfbert A.
Ranieri—an invitedgue:t, along with 'Mayor
Steve Cappiello, Fred Bado and Joseph
Cicala cf the local Crmmunity Development
Agen:y (CD\) and Walter Barry and Joseph
Lcvine cf Applied Hcusing Associates
outlined seme cf the group's lietfs.
"They're concerned e'icut a general
deterioration <;f the neighborhood, particularly about the need for er!or:ement cf
The city housing code," Ranieri s»id".
The association named a steering com-

Bicentennial BAH chairman, Mrs. Frances Cirieflo and Cocktail
Party chairman, Mrs. Johanna Fugazzi are snapped in front of
the beautiful Quilt on display at the ball. Both are teachers at
Hoboken H$h School.

ea.ch color, embroidered on 24
white squares. The theme was
patriotic (symbol, saying, or
personage). The reversible
quilt used the contemporary
ideas of pre-stuffed units. Each
individual unit was stuffed and
completed and then joined
with stuffed fabric strips.
Each
square
has
the
signature of the girl who
worked on it. Their labor of

Mini-Star Trek convention i/ji/?i

3 9,

A n•• n» Star Trek fomtnrion will be held 1 uesday and ne.xt
v :•)'•".•*,!;)•> from 1 1 a m i o 3 p m. in the juvenile department
1
• >- HcS'iken.^ublit Library, -VN) Park Ave. The event isbe: : f-.»t!*d by f*o yiung Star Trek enthusiasts, Kathleen
i •»:<h'SM and Murk Devine. 15-year-old students of St.
. ' t ^ p u s n f t h e Palisades High. School. The two^ans will give a
t jik on thp history of the popular science fiction television
-•;-ii--s. Th«? mini-convention will also feature a question-atid.jrt«»»>r prriod. exhibits, drawing and trivia contests and, if
'hf equipment is available, a slide show.
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bus route *&
to be shifted*

BY WILLIAM TAFT

Students'Quilt
Was Grand Prize
Twelve students at Hoboken
High School spent many hours
working with nimble fingers
on their Bicentennial Quilt. It
was their climax for the
Bicentennial Year.
They started with six yards
of broadcloth (Red, White,
and Blue), two packages of
polyester fiberfin and 36
hanks of embroidery thread.
The 48" by 60" quilt was
made up of 12" squares of

milee, headed by Joseph Ntwrnan. to ex' plore the possibility cl buying and
rc'ia'V:lita!;.ng "one or two three-story,
deteriorated buildings, mainly welfareinha'iited," ^aid Ranieri, one cf whose pet'
projects is to knock down as many rundown
structures in the city aspos.s'ole and replace
them with .viable dwellings.
iRanieri said Applied Housing Associates,
which has renovated extensively mere than
800 ur. ts in the city, won't be involved in the
financing of such a venture in this case.
Barry and Levine, the group's tcp officials,
were present only to advise, the councilman)
said.
•
,
«J
Another worry cf the association which
Ranieri clai<trjs has abated due to mr>re active police patrols in the area is "loitering
and rou,_h-hr:usinR hy youths and older
persons."
(Daniel Valente and Mrs. Maria Fugazzi
presided at la-.t night's meeting.

Hoboken's municipal crosstown bus
will veer off its regular route during certain hours of the day to accommodate
grocery shoppers in the northeast part of
the city, starting tomorrow, mayor Steve
Cappiello announced today.
The mayor said the re-routing will
give residents of this area approximately
two hours's shopping time each day.
.
Here is how it will work:
'
At 1 pm. the bus will start from
Newark and Washington streets, follow
the regular route to Bloomfield Street,
and turn northward, but then instead of
turning west at 4th Street, it will continue
to 12th Street, then east to Hudson Street
and back to Newark and Washington
streets where it will start a repeat run.
After the second run on this "shoppers'
route," it will make one run on the regular
route. According to the mayor, this run
should endatabout 2p.m.
From 2 to 3 p.m. the crosstown bus
does not operate.
At 3 p.m. the bus will again start off
on two more successive tripe on the
"shoppers' route", after which it will
operate on the regular route for the rew of
the day.
Few riders of the regular route will
suffer, the mayor said, because during
these hours, the crosstown line is very
lightly traveled, the bus ordinarily carrying not more than two or three passengers.
Cappiello said residents of this area
will now be aWe to leave home for a shopping trip a littie after 1 o clock and be

returnedfeomeby bus at around 3M.

.
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The same caterer who supplied the Hoboken school
lunches, deemed unsatisfactory, during the school year, is
the low bidder on the school's
summer lunch program.
John J. P a l m i e r i , the
schools' food coordinator, said
the Union Club of Hoboken
submitted a bid of 49.9 cents
per lunch, the lowest of three
bids.
The
Villa
Romano
Restaurant, also in Hoboken,
was again second lowest, with
a figure of 69 cents, The
Vendco Company of Kearny
was highest, at 79.
The Hoboken Parent's Council has severely criticized the
quality of the lunches served
during the year, and school
officials have agreed witn
them.
The Union Club received
only 43.5 cents per lunch during me last year, but the
lurches to be delivered by the
caterer durinR the summer
will additionally include a half
pint of milk. They will be
"cold" lunches, the same as
the lunches during the year.
Milk was bought separately by
Pnlmieri during the year.
Up to 1,000 pupils are to be
fed, from Thursday to Aug. 6
in four schools. The federal
government pays, through the
slate, which oversees the
Hoboken board's program.
Palmieri said acomrniteeof
the board of education is
studying the bids and will
make a recommendation at
the next meeting.

Second Ward Councilman
Walter Cramer is working
with the city law department
to draft amendments to the
municipal sanitary code that
would compel the court, in
certain instances, to hand out
•tiff fines to convicted ofrenders.
. At the law now stands, said
"ramer, a Public Service
Electric & Gas attorney, there
* provision for the municipal
udge to penalize a culprit up
<e $106 for any offense alluded
10 in the ordinance.
"We've gotten a lot of com4aints about persons dumping
arbege on other people's
roperty and on vacant lots,"
nMCramer, "and it's going to
eke the combined efforts of
•ttr sanitation division and
tolice force to prevent
fth." Acting on a complaint
lorn a constituent that cerajn patrolmen weren't
bothering to enforce the
-.jirrent
ordinance,
pouncilman-at-large Francis
t. Leahy relayed theinformaKn to Police Chief George W.
jimminc.

Vic Carpenter, who stands just a teeny bit
more than five feet, will wear a hat almost as
tall as he is tomorrow afternoon at the Stevens
Institute grounds. He will be THE umpire for the
four inning game which will simulate the first
regularly played (and recorded) baseball game
ever at Hoboken's Elysian Fields back on June
19, 1846. Vic, who has been umpiring for more
than 40 years now locally and a spell in organized
ball, will not only have the stovepipe hat-but
he'll also have a frock coat. And dignity. The
players will be dressed in black pantaloons and
white shirts—uniforms of the pre-Civil War era.
Plan laid out by Edwin Duroy, coordinator
for the event, will call for a "Salute to Baseball"
parade from City Hall to the Elysian Fields site
where the 1846 game was played. Little Leaguers
and other local teams—in uniforms and accompanied by bands, will march. From the Elysian
Fields site where Mayor Steve Cappiello will
place a plaque commemorating the event, the

*

•

'

^

The 130th anniversary of
the first "officially recorded"
game of baseball—between
the New York Knickerbockers
and the New York Nine—will
be re-created tomorrow as
part of Hoboken's Bicentennial celebration...
The first game was the
brainstorm of Alexander Joy
Cartwright Jr., the civil engineer credited with transforming the sport supposedly
invented by Abner Doubleday
in 1839 from sandlot chaos
into the formal spectacle of
modern baseball.

Cartwright, who wrote the
game's first rulebook in 1845
and formed the Knickerbockers, the sport's first known
organized team, that same
year waited until the following June 19 to stage the first
formal match.
Since the original site, the
appropriately named Elysian
Fie'ds, has long since been
taken over by the Maxwell
House coffee depot, tomorrow's festaging by local baseball buffs will be held at trie
Stevens Institute of Technology at Eighth Street and

the Hudson River, a few
blocks to the south.
The game is scheduled for
1 P.M., but the day's festivities begin at 11 A.M., when
city officials, baseball personalities, uniformed Little
Leaguers and brass bands
assemble at City Hall, First
and Washington Streets, for
a parade to Elysian Park,
11th and Hudson Streets, the
last vestige, of the fabled
fields.
After Mayor Steve Cappi-

ello has designated the site
as an official city landmark,
the parade will continue to
Stevens for the game, complete with top-hatted umpire
and pantalooned players.
If history repeats itself, as
it is scheduled to. Cartwright's overconfident Knickerbockers, playing without
practice and their founder
(who served as umpire), will
go down to qn ignominious
23-to-l defeat in a mercifully
foreshortened game of just
four innings-

1

That resulted in the chief isuing a memo to his commanding officers quoting a
lection of the code reading,
'Persons detected throwing
tshes, garbage, paper or
"efuse matter into the open
itreet . . . shall be arrested."
Crimmins reminded the
superiors that, "Patrolmen on
wst duty shall see that all ash
•eceptacles are taken off the
rtreet when empty."
Under the proposed
:mended ordinance, said
Cramer, the court would have
ecourse to a "minimum" fine
«t at $75 on a first offense, a
•ISO penalty the second time
ind $396 on a third infraction.
Further, the amendments
•l»ii out more drastic action
!u be taken specifically
kgainst persons convicted of
lumping garbage on private
jwoperty or in the street, said

Cramer.
An initial conviction would
»ieW a $250 fine and a $500
penalty for "any subsequent
;ofiviction," added Cramer.
Councilman-at-Iarge Robert
A. Ranieri wants yet another
change, "We should incor-1
porate into the ordinance a
provision for homeowners to
provide proper garbage pails,
rather than simply brown
bags, which should be lined
with plastic," he said.
In other business at last
light's council meeting,
Uartin J. Brennan, council
president, told Thomas
Vlewman, a spokesman for the
rity's 200 Garden Street Block
Association, that the city is
weighing the introduction of
«n ordinance that would compel landlords to have vacant
upartments inspected by city
housing authorities before
fltey could rent those units to
pew tenants. "I think it's a
damned good idea," said
Brennan.

Hoboken rescans water hikes
Proposed Hoboken water rate hikes
that would double consumers' water bills
are causing city officials to take a second
look at the increases.
Hoboken city officials said yesterday
that the proposed rates might be lowered
before they go into effect July 1."
City officials appear to be concerned
with what seems to be a negative reaction by Hoboken businesses to new water
and sewerage ordinances introduced at
Wednesday night's council meeting.
An official of Maxwell House, the city's
largest water consumer, said yesterday
that the proposed increases "are not conducive to keep the plant in the locality."
George Burgers, operations manager
of the Hoboken Maxwell House plant,
said that the proposed hikes are "going to
create a lot of conversation between
(Hoboken) businesses whether plants
should be here or somewhere else,"
Burgers said Maxwell House would
have to pay as much as 91 million more in
water bills alone than it pays now, He added that the proposed hike in sewage
rates was "a complete shock" as well.
Maxwell House is the city's largest industry.

Councilman Robert Ranieri said
yesterday that Maxwell House officials
were in touch with the mayor and city
council. Ranieri indicated that city officials will soon meet to discuss the possibility of lowering "at least" the water
rate. Ranieri said that "I want to see if
the rate was final."
If the ordinances as written now are approved, water rates would increase from
the present $4,50 to $10.50 per 1,000 cubic
feet. Sewerage rates would rise from the
present $3.10 to $5 per 1,000 cubic feet.
The proposed rate increases follow
protracted negotiations with Jersey City,
which supplies Hoboken with water. The
tentative agreement with Jersey City
would extend over a five-year period, according to Ranieri. It would raise the
city's outlay for water from the present
$240 million gallons to $420.
The new rates would apply equally to
industries and homeowners. Under the
current rates, the average quarterly
household bill for a three-family house is

$50, according to Kanieri. The new rates
would more than double the charges.
Management officials of Hoboken's
Grogan Marine View Plaza said yesterday that the new rates "would ultimately
be reflected in increased rents to
tenants."
Hoboken's Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale said yesterday that
water rate increases were necessary
because of higher Jersey City water bills
and because the city's water department
was running $300,000 in the red.
Vitale said Lie department's budget tor
1976 is $1,465,000, which we said was not
sufficient to pay for Jersey City rates,
department salaries, and repair work
done by the city on pipes, fire hydrants
and water meters. Vitale said that "if
Jersey City lowers its rates, then we'll
lower our rates."
Vitale conceded the possibility,
however, that Hoboken will lower its
rates without a corresponding drop in
Jersey City rates.

HOBOKEN BASL3ALL EXHIBIT OPENS

. Newman was complaining
tftet the city's First Ward area
needed more effective "code
enforcement for dilapidated
buildings." According to
Ranieri, Mayor Steve Cappiello is "enthusiastic" about
die ordinance proposal.
j
However, Brennan pointed
out there could be drawbacks
ID such a proposal: The city I
probably would have to hire'
additional inspectors and forcing a landlord to keep an
spartment vacant for, say a
month, until it cleared inspection, "may prove a hardship
M the landlord."

Carpenter behind plate for Hoboken bash
Oldtimers to simulate
Hoboken's historic first

A Currier & Ives print of the first "officially recorded" baseball game—June 19, 1846

BASEBALL EXHIBIT - Hoboken Public Library, Fifth Street and Park Avenue, opens exhibit of
baseball memorabilia on Monday, June 14, commemorating first regularly played game on June 19,
1846 at Elysian Fields, Hoboken. On Saturday, June 19, the Hoboken Bicentennial Committee - -and
city - - will stage a "Salute to Baseball" parade and recreate the first game at Stevens Institute of
Technology, Hoboken. Getting advance look at exhibit are, from left, Louis Rodriquez, 8, Natale
Tripodi, 9, and his sister Consolata, 7, all of Hoboken.
&/Z7/76
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parade will move southward to the Stevens Institute grounds where "the New York nine" and
the "Knickerbockers" will collide. Mayor Cappiello will throw out the first ball, underhand, as
was done in 1346. Jerry Molloy will emcee the
ceremonies at Elysian Fields at which Monte
Irvin, baseball star of yesterday, and Lud
Shahbazian, sports editor of The Dispatch, will
speak.
Lil'l Vic Carpenter doesn't go as far back as
1946—but he has been a local umpire for a long,
long time—and it is only fitting that he has been
selected to umpire tomorrow's Bicentennial
replica of Baseball's first game ever at
Hoboken's Elysian Fields. Vic is taking his
duties seriously as indicated by closeup on left—
but he can be tough if the players get "on him."
Til take no nonsense and chase them pronto,"
he says. but the smile on his face belies his statement.

Operation Sail costly for Hudson
As police in Hudson communities
along the river braced to handle the crush
of cars and people for the July 4th Operation Sail event, Jersey City estimated it
will cost $100,000 in police overtime while
> Bayonne warned residents to be prepared
• to protect their own cars and property.
Jersey City officials estimated that
several hundred police might be needed to
keep order among the crowds, estimated
by some to be in the millions. Only a fraction of the overtime costs will be borne by
the state.
In Bayonne, Acting Police Chief

Michael McGeehan said, "Wedon't really
know what to expect."
The chief said regular police protection will be available, with separate
groups of police assigned to each detail,
including Operation Sail. McGeehan said
he has been in contact with state and
county police and has made arrangements
to have them, as well as the National
Guard, brought in if necessary. Bayonne
police, he sai:*, will be working 12-hour
shifts.
He urged residents to keep lights on to
deter burglaries and to dial 911, the police

emergency number, in the event a crime
is committed or suspected.
In Hoboken, vantage points where the
public may watch the flotilla of sailing
ships were announced by Police Chief
George Crimmins.
They are: Elysian Park, 11th and
Hudson streets; Stevens Park, Fourth and
River streets and the roadway of River
Road, between Seventh and Ninth streets.
From most other points along River
Road, he said, the view is obstructed.

'Batter up' first sounded in Hoboken
/ ho A •
It was 130 years ago today that a
group of men took a ferry from lower
Manhattan to the Elysian Fields in
the "resort community" of Hoboken
to play the first officially recorded
baseball game.
Men had been playing baseball in
New York and throughout the country
for several years, but the games
m a t c h e d loosely
organized
neighborhood or club groups who did
not play as formal teams.
A New York baseball enthusiast,
Alexander J. Cartwright, formed the
first known team, The Knickerbockers, in 1845. He arranged for
them to play another new baseball
club, The New York Nine, one afternoon in Hoboken.
Cartwright must have been disappointed with the outcome, however,
because by the end of the four-inning
game his favored Knickerbockers had
suffered a 23 to 1 defeat. His squad's
one run was scored by a man named
Birney, whose teammates spent the
afternoon striking out.
Cartwright, a civil engineer, was
reported to be the team's best player,
but he volunteered to act as umpire
for the first game. As baseball's first
recorded umpire, he imposed the
sport's first known fine, a six cent
charge against a New York Nine
player for cussing during the game.

.-% I
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caught is a hand out; if not caught is
considered fair and the striker bound
to run."
The Knickerbockers loss was attributed to their failure to practice
before the first game, and to the extensive cricket experience of the New
York Nine's pitctwr.
Cartwright, believed by many
sports historians to be the game's real
inventor, set the limitations for a
baseball field on the Elysian site that
have not changed very much in the
last 130 years. The square field had
bases "42 paces" or roughly 90 feet
apart.
The pitcher stood 45 feet from the
batter, however, and the catcher,
known then as the "behind" stood so
far from home plate ttiat he often
caught pitches on a bounce. Even the
umpire stood closer to the bag.

HOBOKEN TRIBUTE - Cky Cler* Anthony Amonno of
Hoboken, inspects one of three new tapestries with American

The 130th anniversary of the first
known baseball game w i l l be
celebrated today with a "Salute to
Baseball" parade from Hoboken's
City Hall to the baseball field at Elysian Park. Mayor Steve Cappiello and
National Baseball Hall of Fame
President Paul Kerr will officiate.
Two teams, dressed as the original
Knickerbockers and New York Nine
players were, will re-create the game
following ceremonies at the athletic
field at Stevens Tech.

A//

bicentennial themes that have been pot on
in council chambers at city hall. It Is part of*Hoboken'stritidie
to the national bicentennial observance.
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'Hoboken school lunch program
flunks with parent study group

BY WILLIAM TA.FT
Hoboken's school lunch program has
been examined by the city's Parents'
Council — and has flunked!
The meat served is in many cases
"indescribable," the fruit "inedible," the
waste "excessive."
So says the council's official report,
compiled after visits to all the city's
schools by a committee composed of Jennie LaSorsa, Eileen Montoto and Edward
Johnson,
"Storage facilities are totally inadequate," their report says. "In many
schools no refrigeration is available for
the sandwiches, which are delivered hours
before lunch. They are kept out until time
to be served."
School Superintendent Thomas E.

McFeely acknowledged to The Jersey cafeterias, ana in most of them the
Journal today that the lunch program children are given the lunches at their
leaves something to be desired. He said it desks in the classrooms. <
The Parents' Council committee obwas a huge project undertaken by a school
The game's centennial was
system which had neither the equipment jected strongly to the fact that the lunches
celebrated in 1946 with a parade and
LUI into the school day.
nor the space to operate it.
ceremonies featuring Baseball Com"Lunch is served in two groupings,"
He said the board of education is
missioner Albert Chandler, Hoboken
aware of the shortcomings and will try the report said. "The first group is served
Mayor Bernard McFeeley, and the
Participants in today's reenaefmenr of the first officially
during the summer to arrange for im- at 11:JO a.m., the second at 11;40. Ten
Many of the rules Cartwright set,
0 C
e d y_
m
0 w _ ^ ?vi- ^
recorded
baseball game in America are pictured here wearing the
w
minutes of classroom instruction time is
provement.
a
n
d
G
raS
e
A
..en
Th
I
while worded differently, resemble
The purpose of the program is to see cut into so that the first group can be fed.
created by a team from Demarest pantaloons, white shirt, cravat, and svspenders that ball players
today's baseball regulations. For exlo it that all Hoboken children of low- The children not enrolled in the program
High School and a group of World War wore on rite Elysian fields for that first game 130 years ago Below
ample, "Section 5 — three balls being
income families receive a noon meal. are generally not doing any classroom
11 veterans called The Better Boys." is a Currier
,ves p W | | f of ihat ftfS# g o m e
and
struck at and missed and the last one
Those qualifying under federal guidelines work. In some instances they are doubled
pay nothing; others who elect to have the into two classrooms for those ten minutes
3nd allowed to play until they are dismismeal pay on a sliding scale.
None of the elementary schools have sed. "
The report added that as a result of
stopping class work at 11:30, "the lunch
lour now runs from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
which is much too long," and "children in
he Hoboken elementary schools are now
,n school approximately four hours and 20
minutes."
McFeely disputed that, saying
elementary pupils shape up at 8:40,
teaching starts at 9, the noon recess is
Three hundred and forty-five boys and
Hoboken residents will have
from 11:50 a.m. to 12:50 p.m., and theday
girls will be sent to the Hoboken-North
an opportunity to express their
ends at 3.
Hudson Young Men's Christian Association's
views on the Title I program
The report says supervision of the
Camp Tamaqua at Bear Mountain this
of the Board of Education
program
"varies greatly from school to
summer.
Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. during
school," and depends on "the strength of
They will go for two-week periods, the
a meeting to be held at the
the principal in the particular school."
first group going July 5.
board administration'building,
"The lunch aides are definitely not
Wesley Leverkh, YMCA executive
1115 Clinton St.
trained
to do their job entrails. Teachers
director, said the Hcboken Board of
Superintendent of Schools
do not help with the supervision. Mr.
Education is contributing $30,000 through its
Thomas F. McFeely said the
Palmleri (John J. Palmieri, thefoodcoorTitle I federal grant for remedial reading
federally-funded program Is
dinator) claims he does not have the
and cultural envelopment at the camp.
now sponsoring four prenecessary authority to improve the
,
The city's Community Development
kindergarten programs,
program within the schools."
Agency (CDA) is aJloting $10,000 of its
r e m e d i a l r e a d i n g and
McFeely replied that the work of the
federal funds, and the YMCA is donating
mathematics classes and
aides (who are paid by the hour by the
$5,000, for a total of Wo. W0.
i English as a second language.
city) does not require much skill, as it
Applications for the camp have been
Francis E. McGorty, Title I
consists mainly of shepherding the
distributed in 'the public schools to children
director, is now preparing for
children and clearing away the remains of
from 7 to 13 ye&rsof age. They may also be
the 1976-77 program, McFeely
the lunches, so not much skill is expected
obtained at the Y, 1301 Washington St.; the
said, and Wednesday's public
to them. But all aides whose duties are
HOPES offices at 916 Garden St. and 360 1st
meeting is being held to
directly related to the actual preparation
St., and the multi-service center at Second
receive views from residents
of the food "have been trained," he inand Grand streets.
on the overall project.
sisted.
Monmouth summary
Camp Tamaqua is in Harriman State
Under the heading, "Administration
•Park, N.Y., on Lake Kenswaukee.
and Supervision." the report had these
Leverieh said a well-qualified staff has
further criticisms:
'been chosen to operate the camp under the
"The physical serving and eating
direction of Leo Genese.
areas for the program also vary from
school to school. This is another instance
that depends or the school administrator.
Some principals have applied to the state
at the time of the dispute, geles," Mr. Carluccio said. "I Nelson, Ruth Warwick and resenting the New York
By JAMES F. LYNCH
for funds for equipment (tables and
said in a recent interview: thought that if the people Virginia Graham patronize skyline.
Specdil to The New York Ttm«
chairs),
others have not. Most of the
HOBOKEN. June 17 — "When the lawyers said they would go that far to see such the Clam Broth House. The
The show will be offered
schools
are
sorely lacking in equipment
wanted
$50,009
to
take
it
to
"From the Marlin Room of
a show, they might come to entire cast of "Lamppost Re- to cable television systems
and there seems to have been no planning
the world famous Clam Broth the Supreme Court, we fi- the Clam Broth House, which union," a play roughly based
serving Hoboken, North Beras to where or how the lunches would be
House in beautiful downtown gured it was easier to give
Hoboken is going to auction off 37
is only 15 minutes from Her- on Mr. Sinatra's life, held a gen and Fort Lee in New JerHoboken, we bring you the in."
served. Only three schools have lunch
city-owned
buildings,
with
the
proviso
sey
and
Channels
C,
D
and
party in the restaurant not
Rena Romano Show."
Mr. Podesta sold out a little ald Square."
tables to accommodate all children being
10
in
New
York.
The
Jersey
that the buyer either repair them or
Miss Romano and Mr. Pa- long ago.
That was the introduction more than a year ago to Arserved. Children are eating in
organizations
have
5,500
put on videotape this week as thur Palaez, who had been laez were interested—Miss
Under the format for the subscribers and the New
demolish and replace them with other
auditoriums, on stairs and in damp baseThe Hoboken City Council last night inthe restaurant and bar here associated with him for 30 Romano because she had televison show, there will be York
ments, which is not conducive to health or
outlets
100,000.
buildings, all within specified time
made its television debut. years. Starting as a waiter, been doing a similar show for interviews, music and danctroduced ordinances that could mean hefty incomfort.
Where commercials are
The tape will be available to Mr. Palacz worked his way Teleprompter cable television ing, with the "top 10 disco
limits.
creases in the city's water and sewerage rates
"Hoboken claims and has reported to
permitted, the Clam Broth
cable television outlets in up to manager and was re- outlets for two years, and
The conditions of the sale contain a
by July 1.
New York and New Jersey sponsible for the expansion Mr. Palaez because he re- records" played, according to House will have a 30-second
the state that all Hoboken students are bestern warning that the purchaser must
as a half-hour production of the Clam Broth House garded show-business perso- Mr. Carluccio. The aim, he spot announcement.
ing offered lunch, when in fact, Demarest
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or
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from families at or below
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rooms,
including
the
ras are no strangers to the
is scheduled to appear at
keep the purchase money.
If the ordinances as written now are apOn the first show, Billy least
poverty level. There have also been
Frank Sinatra had many a
Clam Broth House, which 175-person capacity Marlin
five times during the
This seems to spell it out clearly, but
proved, water rates would go up from the prereports of children in other schools being
dates to 1899. As the target Room, where the video ses- bucket of "steamers" at the Nichols, a songwriter whose month, once on each of th9;
Clam Broth House before and latest effort is entitled "Do outlets.
it
is
amazing
how
municipalities
somesent $4.50 to $10.50 per 1,000 cubic feet.
of a campaign for women's sions were taped.
i
turned
down for the program. This is in
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manage
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all
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(Some free, some paying,
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life
is
Mrs.
William
covered with sawdust and R & R Records, her use of the late Lee J. Cobb were frePiers and other waterfront property
Councilman-at-large Robert Ranieri said
probably be a 7 o'clock slot,
depending on family income level.)
the language was as salty as the Clam Broth House came quent visitors to the Clam Feeney of Closter, the wife right after Bingo."
last night that "there is a distinct possibility
sold by Hoboken more than two years
"Most of the people within the
the peanuts, the place was about because her lawyer- Bar during the making of the of an A..FL.-C.I.O. union deA bill to control "Saturday
that the water rates will be changed" by the
the scene for many televised agent, Robert J. Carluccio of movie "On the Waterfront" legate, does the interviewing.
ago,
on
which
sale
conditions
were
never
Hoboken
school system are unhappy with,
Miss Romano also dances night specials" was passed
interviews with male chauvi- Teaneck has an office close in Hoboken in 1954, two
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met,
are
still
owned
by
the
people
who
by
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last
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with
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after
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Podesta
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possibly, rather than see that it is cenbid them in at auction . . . people who
quired the place from an The Headliners, six dancers, but was vetoed by Governor
protesting women on the out- quent patron.
ducted in an efficient manner they have
side.
Ranieri said he had the feeling that the water
"I was out on the Coast uncle, Charles Serventi, the do the Hustle and other disco Byrne.
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the
sale
conditions
they
have
let it be conducted in this slip-shod manoriginal owner.
dances to recorded music.
The fight started in 1970 and saw
the
'Merv
Griffin
rate, as proposed by the new ordinance,
since
ignored.
ner so that it could be proved that it would*
and went on for two years, Show,1 which is put on 25
Lee Meredith, Selma Dia- The Marlin Room stage is
"would go down" on the basis of talks held
but John Podesta, the owner miles outside of Los An- mond, Kay Medford, Barry equipped with a backdrop repnot work. Most of the problems associated j
It is likely that among the 37 successbetween the mayor and councilmen and local
with the program stem from poor plann-f
ful
bidders
at
the
coming
sale
some
will
businesses.
ing, poor administration and little or no;
subsequently default on their obligations
supervision."
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Mayor Steve Cappiello said last night that ofand
it
will
be
interesting
to
see
whether
McFeely commented: "We do know*
ficials of Maxwell House, Hoboken's largest inthere nave been problems in administra-*
the city actually follows through on the
dustry, had expressed to him the company's
tion.
But the main problem is: where to;
stern terms of the sale.
over the proposed increases. Capfeed them."
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o
p p i dtil ht
There
is
just
no
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to
serve
the|
piello dedmed to discuss in detail what was
lunches outside the classrooms in most of
said between him and Maxwell House officials.
the school buildings, he declared.
ld b reached
"We have to make do with what we'
comment lato last ni£hi.
have," he continued. "Each school has a
different problem."
ttMOken Councilman Robert cants, the sites could be rafraf.
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u« said
cain he
h» would
unuiiri chased
, v ^ by
K., . . I
The land is in the Grogan
"The food coordinator is aware of,
police, he said.
ierl proposed today that thei Hed off, he added.
Marine View Plaza develop- I ask Mayor Cappiello to try to Ranieri has a walkie-talkie
complaints that the food is not always apIt seems like only yesterday — and it
ment and is owned by the
designate a tract of vacant!
petizing, and so is the board. We are not
f/Jt/7* Hoboken
was not much longer — that Hoboken
He acknowledged that time Hoboken Housing Authority It persuade the authority to radio on the police band, and
on Second Street between
satisfied with the kind of food served."
ichangefts
mind?
he
asserted
that'
'all
afternoon
asked;for and got $300,000 in federal
dson and Washington was running out but asserted was to be a site for a 25-story
To improve fire safety in the entire
He asked the critics to take into conand
all
evening
the
message
"This would require no infunds
to
resurface
and
clean
up
Shore
s as a site for vegetable that if the city moved fast, the apartment house. It lies to the
city,
the
Hoboken
Fire
Department
will
sideration
"the inadequacies of the
project could still be started. south o< a five-story parking vestment by the city," the one hears most of the time is
e
Road
between
4th
and
11th
streets
along
buildings,
the
newness of the program,
commence
a
comprehensive
inspection
'gate
the
kids.'
"
"The cost to the city wAild garage which is in the center councilman declared. "The
and
the
fact
that
the board of education is
program
utilizing
the
on
duty
fire
comthe
city's
waterfront.
The councilman added that
- He recommends that the be minor," Rainieri declared. of the block. The remainder of kids have already cleaned it
planning
for
funding
for equipment for the :
panies
to
inspect
buildings
in
their
the
housing
authority
claimed
The road has been resurfaced and it
Jfeity bring in top soil and "The expense of the top soil the block, north of the garage, up to some extent, and they
next
year."
respective districts. All companies with
the liability for injuries incould clean it up further.
^spread it then divide the lot would be negligible compared is a similar vacant tract.
does not seem like the old familiar Shore
The board is planning to change to hot
volved would be too great. But
their fire apparatus, will remain in serjnto parcels and make known to the resulting value to the
'
'There
would
be
no
expense
Road — until you notice the crop of
Ranieri also announced that
lunches for next year. In connection with[
vice via radio contact with fire headHhat they are available to rest- city, both socially and he has been turned down by for equipment, for managers, Ranieri asserted that he
awarding a contract to a new supplier,*.
broken glass that is beginning to glitter
believed he could get recreaquarters, and will be able to respond to
Vnts of the area to foi gar- agriculturally. Preparing the the housing authority on his for payrolls."
McFeely observed that "the lowest figure'
tion funds to pay for whatever
on
its
surface
and
the
trash
that
is
growalarms
of
fire
or
other
emergencies
dening.
ground would be a one-day job request to have this latter
is not always the best."
The boys who try to play insurance premiums were
without delay.
ing each day along its borders.
tract designated as a sandlot there now are continually needed.
I If there are too many appli for a bulldozer."
Fire Department personnel will
Perhaps the new road surface is
receive orientation training and instrucmaking it easier for the litterers. If the
tion on this program from Capt. Richard
litter-strewn street is the public image
Tremitiedi, department training officer.
Hoboken wants to give the world, then
The tentative starting date is set for July,
the city can continue to do absolutely
15
Under the rules that Cartwright set,
the game was played until one team
scored 21 aces, or runs. Once that happened, the inning was completed "at
the conclusion of an equal number of
hands," or outs.
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345 Hoboken kids
to get camp trip a.O

Title I hearingin"
Hoboken ?

Clam Broth House, Dating to 1899, Making Its Debut on Television

Hoboken sets
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3/- Af. ,
rates increase

tfoboken vegetable patch?

Does Hoboken mean it!

Cleanliness

nothing about it.

iyer Road
to shut down
for the night?

Eleanor Taylor (left photo) models an 1940s style dress and,
parasol as she steps in alongside several ballplayers during the

"Salute to Baseball" parade Saturday morning in Hoboken.
Umpire Vic Carpenter gives he "Strike" sign when Hoboken

m w%

Mayor Steve Cappiello swings and misses at the first pitch
thrown during the reenactment of the first baseball game. Ed

Garling is the catcher. Miss Hudson County Vickie Certisimo
(right photo) is accompanied by "King" Barry Gastelu and
"Queen" Edna Marilyn Cook aboard her float during the parade.

Push restoring Hoboken school cuts
Hoboken Board of Education trustees
will huddle with city officials Friday in
the office of the county superintendent of
schools in an attempt to convince the city
officials to restore all or part of the
S680.00O the City Council cut from the
school budget.
At stake could be the jobs of 59 nontenured teachers who have been dismissed by the board as an economy move.
Some or all could be rehired by the board
if the council restored any of the money.
Mayor Steve Cappiello. who, like
Council President Martin J. Brennan,
claimed he didn't know about Friday's
meeting, said: "There are some areas in
which we might want to acquiese."
Asked to elaborate, Cappiello replied:
"One area of restoration could be in the

salary area." The mayor declined to say
anything further.
When asked if she was hopeful about
the governing body restoring any funds.
Board President Mary Stack Caspar
simply shrugged, but Trustee Otto Hottenfrof said he didn't expect a change of
heart "as long as Robert Ranieri is on the
council."
Ranieri, who was unavailable for
comment last night, spearheaded the
budget-slashing by the council.
Meanwhile, the school board tabled
resolutions at last night's meeting appointing 103 teachers and supervisors for
its summer program in the city schools.
The resolutions will come up again one
week from tonight at 8.
Several of the non-tenured teachers
whose contracts weren't renewed have

been placed on a tentative appointments
list prepared for last right's meeting, but
Robert Taylor, board counsel, said the
board may be unable to hire them for
summer employment, even under a
federally funded Title I program.
Said Taylor; "At this time we couldn't
do that because we'd havp to deficit the
school year ending June 30, 1977, and that
would be illegal."
About Friday's meeting, Taylor commented: "We're going prepared to attempt to find a settlement."
Of course, if the Legislature fails to
enact school funding formula by July 1,
then nobody can be employed by this summer.
At last night's meeting, the board
withdrew a resolution "approving a salary
ratio effective July 1 for administrators

The new River Road expressway
should be closed to traffic from 6 p.m. to6
a.m. every* day, says former city and
county engineer Patrick L. Caulfield, project supervisor.
Councilman Robert Ranieri disagrees, and Police Chief George Crimmins is doubtful.
When the paving of River Road is
completed, probably this week, it is expected to become the main artery for
north-south traffic along the east side of
Hoboken, relieving Washington Street and
Hudson Street. It runs from River and 4th
strppts to Hudson and 11th strepfs with no
access between except at 5th Street.
A bicycle path is to be laid out on the
new roadway, but just how and where
have not been decided.
Caulfield, however, proposes to make
the road available for recreation only,
after 6 p.m., when few trucks are moving,
and when there is less traffic on
Washington and Hudson streets.
Ranieri today vigorously opposed this.
"I want to see traffic going through
there all night," he said. "1 don't want it
to become a lonely lovers' lane, where
corpses turn up in the morning."
The councilman said the bike path
could be laid out in such a way as not to
impede motor traffic.
Chief Crimmins commented that setting aside the road for recreation at night
would be feasible only if more money
were spent on the project.
"The lighting would have to be improved," he observed, "and the area
would have to be secured."

and supervisors." Louis DePascale, labor
negotiator for the board, said the board
was offering a "very minimal" pay raise
to the supervisory staff. "It doesn't
amount to (more than) a few dollars," he
said.

The board will receive bids July 13 tor
160 tables, with stools, for next year's
lunch program, John Palmierl' nutrition
director for the board, said the furniture
will be placed in four schools still lacking
them — Connors, Leinkauf, Wallace and
Brandt.
,.•,;.
Palmieri was directed by the board to
submit recommendations on bids
previously submitted to the board for servicing a new lunch program for the city's
schools at next Wednesday's meeting.

Stevens Tech's long-dock pier
to b
be closed
l d for
f Operation
O
S
Sail

Umpire Vic Carpenter and player Jerry Costa shout at each other during reenactment
of original baseball game In Hoboken. Costa was fined six cents.

Instant replay a thing of past?
Hoboken relives first ball game
BYPETEWEVURSKl
While baseball's lawyers in New York
and Oakland grappled with a problem that
threatens the sport's futuiu, '•aseball's
fans in Hoboken toasted the idea that gave
birth to our national pastime 130 years
ago.
Some 24 hours after Commissioner
Bowie Kuhn voided Charley Finley's
clearance sale of three Oakland A's superstars with a ruling that could send
baseball back to the Dark Ages, the
Hoboken Bicentennial Committee
journeyed into the past voluntarily Saturday with a reenactment of the first
organized baseball game played at
Hoboken's Elysian Fields on June 19,1846.
The sights, sounds and spirit of that
milestone event came alive just a few
paces from Elysian Fields at Davis Field
on the Stevens Tech campus. There
Hoboken baseball buffs — garbed in 1846
style pantaloons and suspenders, white
shirts and carvats — replayed the historic

Hoboken
tightens
security

f

,

Work begins today on
tightening security around the
police locker room in Hoboken
City Hall to prevent the repetition of Friday's incident in
which two youths were caught
stealing a policeman's
revolver.
When work is completed, the
locker room will be sealed off
by a door, and keys will only be
given to policemen using the
storage area. The job was
ordered by Public Works director Ralph Vitale after he
received a complaint from
Police Chief George Crimmins
and the city's Patrolmen's
Benevolent Assn.

four-inning contest that gave birth to an
American institution.

These ancestors-in-spirit of Alexander
Cartwright and Abner Doubleday —
baseball's purported inventors — not only
saluted the game and its past, but also
contributed some examples for the future.
Baseball Hall of Fame records show
that the New York Nine trounced the host
Knickerbockers by a 23-1 score in the 1846
game. In Saturday's version, however, the
locals evened the series at one-all with a 42 victory, thus setting the stage for a possible rubber game in 2106.
Saturday's combatants also
demonstrated that the game could be
speeded up. After all, they completed
their four-inning contest in only 25
minutes. (Of course, detractors who insist
today's baseball games put them to sleep
have the satisfaction of knowing that Maxwell House built a eoffee plant on the site
of the original Elysian Fields.)
reports indicated they might only get to
see the recreation of the first rainout.
The day's festivities began at 11 a.m.
with a parade by Little League teams, the
Hoboken High School band and local officials from City Hall to Elysian Fields
Park, the last remnant of baseball's
birthplace. There Hoboken Mayor Steve
Cappiello and Monte Irvin of the Baseball
Commissioner's Office unveiled a bronze
marker that reads: "On June 19, 1846, the
first match game of baseball was played
here on Elysian Fields between the
Knickerbockers and the New Yorks. It is
generally conceded that until this time the
game was not seriously regarded."
During the ceremonies, emces Jerry
Molloy (himself a legendary baseball
figure in Hoboken) introduced 91-year-old
Nick Picinich, Hoboken's first semi-pro
baseball player. Molloy also read the
names of Hoboken's seven contributions
.to the major leagues: Nat Hicks, Hal
Neubauer, Tom (Scoops) Carey, Leo Kiely, Johnny Kucks, Bill Kunkel and John
Romano.
Freeholder Vincent Fusulli read a
proclamation by Governor Byrne that
made Saturday "Baseball Day"
throughout the state.
Edwin Duroy was chairman of the
event.
The reenactment also broke the color
line right from the start and proved that
even baseball can correct its mistakes if
given a second chance.
More than 1,000 onlookers cheered
every underhanded pitch of the 10-inch
round softball, marveled at the 1846 rules
that retired a batter when his fly ball was
caught on one bounce and booed the errors
that threatened to set this game back
another 130 years.
And when umpire Vic Carpenter,
sporting the top hat and tails that constituted the 1846 arbltor's uniform,
signalled the final out, the fans gave1
Hiarks to the weatherman, whose earlier

SAILING TO BEACH - Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello joins group of local
schoolchildren as they wave goodbye before sailing from Hoboken to the Gateway
National Park at Sandy Hook yesterday. The trip was the first of a series of rammer
tri s t0 the
/ /
P
P a r k provided by Circle Line of New York.

By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Stevens Tech's long-dock pier, which had
been designated as Hoboken's main viewing
area for Operation Sail, will be closed off
because it has been found unsafe, Mayor
Steve Cappiello said yesterday.
Cappiello said Stevens engineers and city
officials had examined the pier's underpinnings and found them "corroded to the size of a
broomstick."
Because of the safety-hazard, viewers will
now have to watch the nautical parade from
Shore rd., which runs alongside the
waterline, according to the mayor. He noted
that this will mean that considerably fewer
persons will have access to the waterfront
area.
Very Restrictive
"We will be very restrictive as to the
number of people we can entertain" on the
waterfront area, Cappiello said. "We'll only
accommodate as many people as we think
can be safely confined."
The mayor said that police will close off all
access roads to the area "once we feel we
have reached a density which we can safely
maintain."
Operation Sail, part of the Bicentennial
July 4 celebration, is expected to bring
millions of viewers to the Hudson shores.
North Hudson municipalities are particularly worried that their waterfront areas,

Hoboken board toOK 103 summer teachers

Hoboken's board of education
will advertise for 160 tabies,
with stools, for its lunch
program, for next year.
Authorization to seek bids
from suppliers is expected to
be approved by the board at its
meeting tomorrow night.
Also on the agenda is approval of 103 teachers and
supervisors for the board's
summer program in the city's
schoos.
School Superintendent
Thomas E. McFeely has
recommended the following
for employment in the accredited summer school — if
there is to be one: Principal,
•Kenneth Gallagher; Patrick

G r a t a l e and Dominick
Manolio, hisiory; Vincent Casseasa and Mauro DeCennaro,
science; Laura Gautier, math;
Frank Furman, business; Ada
Quintero,* Spanish" Jo'seph
Corrado, James Mclaughlin,,
Anthony Yacullo and Ray
Fiore, English.
For the title I Summer
Instructional Program,
McFeely is recommending
Patrick GagliajdLas director.

at $1,600; and, as head
tea:hers at 940 a day, John
DelMonaco, Joseph Esposito,
Deinis Sevano and Dolores
Ciani. Fifty one are being hired
as teachers at $30 a day.
Frank Spano is up for
recreation-enrichment coordinator at $1,400, with Wiljianj
Connors as head teacher for
the swimming pool, at $40 a
day. Twelve teachers are up
for $30 a day.

Daniel Binetti is recommended as director of psychological services at $1,100,
with four others at $30 a day.
For Program Support Services, Linda Erbe and John
Sepp are each up for $1,600;
and Nicholas Burke and John
Palmieri at $30 a day each.
Three arts and crafts personnel are recommended at $30 a
day, and 20 student teacher
aides at $16 a day.

Hoboken's
ble area
gets added roof patrols
Hoboken Police Chief George Crimmins has doubled the foot patrols in the
vicinity of the city's current trouble area
— lower Garden Street.
The chief today ordered two-man
walking beats around the clock, from
Court Street to Park Avenue, between
Observer Highway and Second Street.
He sternly ordered all officers to
arrest any loiterers blocking the
sidewalks, or accosting or muttering
oaths and imprecations at passersby, or in
any way interfering with the orderly pursuit of the residents' happiness.
Crimmins specifically ordered that
any "bottle babies" loitering on the,
loading platform behind the Ranieri furniture store at any hour of the day or night
be summarily arrested as disorderly persons.

He ordered the sergeants in charge of
the Tactical Patrol Force on all shifts to
get out of their cars and walk the area
with their men. Each shift or patrolmen
was ordered to file a written report on the
situation at the end of each tour of duty.
Crimmins also responded to a petition
presented to Mayor Steve Cappiello by
residents of the area, asking that
patrolman Frank Altornare, who is of
Italian origin, be restored to the beat in
place of a Spanish-speaking officer who
had replaced him.
The chief solved the touchy situation
by restoring Altomare while retaining the
Hispanic officer, Edelmiro Garcia. Thus
both will be walking the beat. Crimmins
said both, and the other four men
. pounding the beat, are "fine policemen,
devoted to their duty."

especially old, abandoned piers, will create
serious safety-hazards.
Weehawken's Mayor Charles Miller said
yesterday that he was concerned with possible hazards to spectators crowding
Weehawken's Penn Central railyards on the
waterfront. 8 0 . y e a r . o l d p , 8 r
Miller said that maintaining safety at the
railroad's property was the railroad's responsibility, which has its own police force.
The mayor said he has not been in touch
with railroad officials "because there are too
many principals involved and you don't know
who to get in touch with."
Miller said, however, that railroad officials
participated in a number of meetings which
were organized by local municipalities to
coordinate peace-keeping and safety efforts.
Railroad officials "should therefore be aware
of the problem," Miller said.
Stevens' long-dock pier, which will be
closed to spectators over the July 4 weekend,
is approximately 80 years old, according to a
Stevens spokesman. Stevens acquired the'
property in the early 60's, and dismantled the
pier's superstructure to make room for a
parking lot. The pier has also been used to
moor a floating dormitory, and has been accessible to Hoboken residents as a picnic
area.
The pier is 998 feet long and several
hundred feet wide at its north end.

continues #A
on budget
Hoboken Board of Education and city officials apparently failed yesterday to
come any closer to resolving
their dispute over a councilordered cut from next year's
school budget.
The two parties met yesterday in closed session at the offices of county Superintendent of Schools W i l l i a m
Brooks, who had been asked
to act as mediator.
"We did not resolve the
matter," the superintendent
said at the close of the
meeting. Board and city officials declined to disclose
any details on what was said
at the 90-minute session.
The dispute centers around
a $680,000 cut from the 1976-77
school year budget. Fiftyseven non-tenured teachers
received dismissal notices
from the school administration after the city council had
ordered the budget reduction.
According to city officials,
both sides are discussing
whether part or all of the cut
can be restored.
Councilman Robert Ranieri
said yesterday the meeting
between the school administration and the city was
called "not to pass judgment
on the validity of the cuts, but
in an effort at reconciliation
between the two parties.
Board and city officials are
scheduled to meet again with
Brooks " t o make f u r t h e r
statements," according to the
superintendent, who said he
will inform the state commissioner of education of the
r e s u l t s or y e s t e r d a y ' s
meeting.

It'll be easier to get in,
stay at housing projects
The Hoboken Housing Authority will
raise by about 10 per cent the maximum
income limits for admissions and continued occupancy in its housing projects,
which will make it easier to get in and
easier to remain.
This has been made possible by a
directive from the federal Housing and
Urban Development Department (HUD)
permitting an upper limit of 90 per cent of
the median income in the area.
For single persons, for example, the
Hoboken authority had a maximum of
$5,400 for entrance.
But since the median income
(established by the federal government
for this area in 1974) is $6,600 for a single
person, the entrance maximum will go up
to about $5,900, according to Joseph
Caliguire, executive director of the
Hoboken authority. A tenant continues to
remain eligible for public housing until his
income increases by more than 25 per
cent.

The authority will advertise to notify
private landlords and tenants of a new
rent assistance program in the area under
which will the government will help lowincome renters in private dwellings by
making up the difference between 25 per
cent of the tenant's income and the full
amount of the rent.
Caliguire said the government will
provide such assistance for 500 tenants in
the Hudson-Bergen area, and Hoboken has
applied for 75 such grants. This new
program does not apply to public housing,
although it is being handled by the housing
authority, he said.
These matters will be taken up at a
meeting of the authority scheduled for
Thursday night, Caliguire said. A meeting
scheduled for last Thursday was cancelled
when Andre* H. Scherer, chariman, was
ill, and Leo Smith, vice chairman, was
away on vacation.
Caliguire announced that the
authority has reelected Scberer and Smith
and that at the direction of HUD, a
seventh member has been added, Mayor
Steve Cappiello appointing Matthew
Pastore, an accountant, to the newlytreated position. City council confirmation was not necessary in this case,
fcaliguire said.
Another item on the agenda of the
coming meeting is the appointment of an
archieteel and engineer to plan and super' vise'the waterproofing of the walls of project buildings which take in water during
a driving rain.
An appraiser is to be hired to appraise
the value of machinery and equipment in
buildings in a two-block area to be taken
over by the authority for the purpose of
upgrading it.
One block is bounded by 1st, Newark,
Grand and Adams streets; the other by
1st, 2nd. Adams and Jefferson streets.

Puerto Ricans topress for better education
t/2f/1C

Abraham Lao, Hoboken resident wno
has been active in the Puerto Rican community's affairs in the past, announced today that a new organization, Puerto
Ricans for Affirmative Action, will press
for more'education for Hoboken's Puerto
Rican children.
Lao said Puerto Rican children "are
being denied the right to a decent education by the Hoboken school system."
He said a projected layoff of 59

19-

teachers would hit Fuenu Kuan tin
hardest, "because it's their needs that
have been met the least."
"The city is still out of compliance
with state and federal regulations which
mandate bilingual programs for children
of limited English-speaking ability," he
added.
"Hoboken didn't have a complete
bilingual program functioning this year,"
Lao, a Puerto Rican native, asserted.

nr>t \v

"Frorr. the iookf of it. there
one next year either."
As for the current failure to fund the
schools of the state for next year, Lao
said:
"We are certain that the Hoboken
school district will use this as an excuse
for not planning to provide educational
programs geared to the Puerto Rican
school population, whether it be a
citywide bilingual program or a Puerto

Labor trouble brews
on 2 fronts in Hoboken

Following a 15-minute meeting last
Labor troubles were mounting today
both in the drab corridors of Hoboken's Thursday in which Behrens said Counpolice headquarters, where a "job action" cilman Roberl Ranieri rejected all the
committee has been formed, and across PBA's modified counter proposals, the asthe city in the green oasis of Stevens In- sociation is planning lo meet — possibly
stitute, where blue collar workers vote as early as next week — with a mediator
this afternoon on the school's final con- from the state Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC).
tract offer
In a notice to the police rank and file.
Citing a "breakdown" in contract
negotiations with the city, the Hoboken «ehren* said that Ranieri claimed the city
Policemen's Benevolent Association h a s •."has not. cannot and will not" change its
appointed a five-man committee which Ending offer to the PBA.
will "search any and all possible areas"
Behrens said immediately after
for job actions and present a plan as soon t (, e briet meeting the HBA asked its atas possible, according to PBA President l o r n ey. David "Solomon, to set up a
meeting with a PERC mediator and
James Behrens.
"Ranipri as ,soo* as possible. Solomon said
.•yesterday that he suggested several
Meeting dates — including one next week
— to the mediator, Herbert Haber, who
•will check when Ranieri is available.
Asked what kinds of job action are under consideration. Behrens said the committee, chaired by PBA vice president
Charles Kosftab. will consider means ot
Iling tljf attention of thg public to the
v
that. according io^Bfehrens, the
oboken police are the lowest paid
uecoats in the county.
\Hoboken is one of 46 school dis1 He emphatically ruled out a strike,
tricts across the country where U.S.
^ying, "'We would never go on strike. We
District Judge John J. Sirica has
havea mural obligation to protect the peoordered a crackdown on "stalling" in
ple & ftie city"
%
desegregation that could include a
,. Although he would not disclose what
loss of school aid.
# P PBAV m W recent counter offer was,
Behrens said Ihe policemen are seeking
But Hoboken is one of 21 districts
pay equal to salaries in other Hudson
among the 46 where a voluntary comCounty police departments.
pliance plan already has been
Although Ranieri could not be reached
yesterday,
Mayor Steve Cappiello said he
Related story on Page 5.
was unaware of any breakdown in contract talks. The PBA'has been without a
negotiated and accepted, the federal
contract since Jan. 14.
Department of Health, Education and
•
Meanwhile, in a membership meeting
Welfare (HEW) has reported.
at Castle Point, blue collar workers at
Stevens Institute yesterday rejected an ofA top official at HEW said
fer of a iwo-year contract with flat 5 per
Sirica's ruling was based on out-ofcent pay raises next month and July, 1977.
date information. "Major action has
Local Mil) of the Teamsters Union,
been taken during the last year," said
which
represents the 111 employes, was to
Martin Gerry, director of HEW's Ofmeet
again
this morning with the school's
fice for Civil Rights.
negotiating
commitee and report the final
Sirica's order to speed up comcontract
offer
to the membership this
pliance with school desegregation
afternoon. The Teamsters' contract exlaws specifically mentioned Title VI
pires tonight at midnight.
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which
According to James M. Nast. director
prohibits federal aid to school disof personnel relations for Stevens, the
tricts which practice discrimination.
blue collar workers are asking for a twoyear contract with four pay increases:
Next month January, 1977; July, 1977:
and January. 1978.

Hoboken ahead
of Sirica on
school plan?

c

Rica" SVJdiP T>nnirtmpm in thp high

school."
Lao said his organization comprises
17 members.
If school officials don't accept its
recommendations, he said, the group
"will preseni the situation to every Puerto
Rican who lives in Hoboken, to get them
to unit behind the issue."
He added that he was not calling for
"street riots."

Hoboken to Gateway^
— 3 more trips slated
Three more boat trips to Gateway
National Recreation Area will be made
exclusively from Hoboken, The Jersey
Journal learned today.
On Aug. 11, the boat will go to Sandy
Hook, on the New Jersey side of the park.
On Aug. 21, it will go to Floyd Bennett
Field on the New York side. Sandy Hook
will again be the destination of the third
trip, to be taken early in September on a
date not yet set.
All three trips will start and end in
Hoboken. Five other such trips during the
summer will be from Manhattan.
The National Park Service launched
the series of Bicentennial boat trips (the
first was Thursday) to bring people from
New Jersey and New York City to the
beaches, playing fields, historic forts and
wildlife of Gateway National Recreation
Area. The area comprises 26,000 acres
straddling the entrance to lower New
York Bay.
Hoboken's Community Development
Agency (CDA) is paying the liability insurance premium for the docking of the

Circle Line boat at a LacKawanna
Railroad pier near the old Hoboken ferry
terminal.
Bado said Hoboken was picked over
Jersey City by the National Park Service
as the New Jersey terminus because of its
superior mass transportation facilities.
He regarded the venture as "a revival of
the tradition of Hoboken as a seaport,"
which will attract "the many people who]
want to travel on the river,"
On the Thursday trip, the boat left
from Manhattan and took on passengers in
Hoboken — about 60 children from the
Connors elementary school and about 80
Jersey City senior citizens.
Mayor Cappiello — who gave the venture a sendoff at the dock — said it would j
demonstrate that waterborne transport)
was "a viable alternative to vehicular!
transit to the Jersey shore and the port's
recreational areas." He added that he was
certain it would be possible "to revitalize
the river for recreational purposes and
transport."

finally starting
suit on sewerage rates
Hoboken will finally begin its
long-delayed law suit to'break a 3i>year contract with Union City and
VVeenawken for treatment of their
sewage in order to negotiate a new
agreement with higher rates.
In a special meeting yesterday,
the city council instructed Law Director Lawrence Florio to immediately
institute the suit, first authorized by
council resolution in December. 1974.
Under the long-term contract,
which dates from 1955. the Union
City-Weehawken Sewerage Authority
pays a flat $6(K),(NKI annually for treatment of its sewage in Hoboken's
treatment plant. According tr» Councilman Robert Ranieri, the per gallon
rate charged to the authority is now
only one-seventh of the rate paid by a
Hoboken homeowner.
Ranieri said that negotiations of a
more realistic rate for Union City and
Weehawken would allow the city to
reduce the rate charged to Hoboken
residents, which today increased 67
per cent.
Saying it had no other alternatives, the council yesterday
adopted ordinances raising the
sewerage rate for Hoboken customers
and increasing water rates 133 per
ceni, effective today.
At the same time, Council President Martin Brennan said both rate

increases will be reviewed at the end
of the year and may be lowered for
1977. depending on the sewerage
department's income and operating
expenses. The department had a
deficit last year of $2SI,771 and projects a deficit this year of $308,000.
Any readjustment of water rates,
Brennun said, would be based on the
city's costs to maintain its water
system and to purchase water from
Jersey City, which has raised its
wholesale rates 75 per cent.
According to Ranieri, before?
lowering its water rates, the city
must first wipe out a projected water
department deficit this year of
$332,001) as well as some $420,000 that
must be paid retroactively to Jersey
City under the new bulk water sale
agreement.
Hobuken's retail water rates rise
today from $4.50 to a flat $10.50 per
l.OiIti cubic feet. Sewerage rates rise
ti7 per cent to $5 per 1.000 cubic feet
for the first 25,00(1 cubic feet, with
rates lower for big users.
During a public hearing on the
rate increases, Mayor Steve Cappiello
pointed out that the higher rates maybe offset by lower property taxes.
Deficits in the water and sewerage
budgets have been paid in past years
. by taxpayers rather than by water
and sewerage customers througn
higher rates, he said.

. in
..
of private' vessels expected. to be
the water to watch will be expected to
stand clear.
All Coast Guard leaves have been
cancelled in this area. More than 2,000
Coast Guardsmen, reservists and auxtiliary guard will be on active duty
over the weekend, manning 130 patrol
boats.
On the land the Red Cross will
play a key safety role. For the Hudson
County chapter of the American Red
Crosslt is the single biggest operation
in its
; , 67-year
- ' - . - history.
-

Photo on Page 2.
board the USS Lamoure County, a tank landing
ship.
The second vessel expected to have been
berthed there, the USS Harlan County, was
steered elsewhere because of a lack of
clearance for the ship's hull in the waters off
Hoboken.
The ship anchored at Pier 84 in Manhattan instead.

How school crisis
affects Hudson **

Only Crew and Relatives

Only relatives of the crew were allowed to
board the Lamoure, with others unable to be
part of one the final activities of the weekendlong Bicentennial celebration, highlighted by
Sunday's nautical parade featuring more than
200 sailing ships and 53 modern naval vessels.
Meanwhile, more than 2,000 persons visited
four iron ships yesterday at the Bayonne
Military Ocean Terminal. The turnout caused
MOT officials to open the gates at 12:30 p.m., a
half-hour earlier than scheduled. Tourists
arrived by the busload to visit the four fleet
support vessels from the International Naval
Review.
Groups of 20 and 30 were taken aboard the
USS Savanah, an oiler; the USS Fort Snelling; cliff fallings and other accidental deaths were
the USS Nashville, a personnel carrier; and the left empty and rendered unnecessary.
J
USS Kalamazoo. a fleet oiler.

Hudson

Hoboken police seejk pact mediation
•

By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Frustrated with the city's failure to
come up with a new contract proposal,
Hoboken's policemen are now pinning
their hopes for a settlement of the longstanding labor dispute on a meeting next
week with an outside mediator.
Yesterday, Hoboken Police Benevolent
Association president James Deherens
said he was trying to reach Herbert
Haber. a mediator from the state Public
Employment Relations Committee
(PERC) in an effort to set a specific date
next week for a meeting with him and the
bluecoats' negotiating committee.
Mayor Steve Cappiello reiterated
yesterday that any contract settlement
will have to be based on the city's ability
to pay. "now and in the long run," but
policemen are grumbling that the city
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has a projected surplus of at least
$300,000 this year and is saving it to
reduce the tax rate next year, when city
officials are up for re-election.
Reached yesterday for comment., Cappiello did not rule out the possibility of a
tax rate reduction, saying this would depend on the outcome of the proposed
state income tax legislation.
According to PBA president Behrens,
the latest impasse in the labor talks was
reached almost two weeks ago when
several PBA counter proposals were rejected by councilman Robert Ranieri, the
city's sole labor negotiator.
According to sources, the city and
policemen are still 10 percentage points
away from a settlement.
Mayor Cappiello yesterday confirmed
earlier reports that one of the PBA

proposals had called for an approximately 25 per cent across-the-board-hike
spread over three years.
The mayor hinted yesterday that he
would like to see a settlement along the
lines of a contract agreement reached
recently between Stevens Tech's
bluecollar workers and the Institute.
That settlement, a one-year contract,
calls for a 5 per cent hike.
Councilman Ranieri, who was out of
town and unavailable for comment,
earlier indicated he preferred to
negotiate without an outside mediator,
but said if PERC comes into the picture,
the city would only negotiate "in terms of
a one-year contract" with the policemen.
Meanwhile, a recently formed police
"job-action committee" has decided to

hold off any possible action until after the
meeting with PERC, according to
Behrens.
Behrens said the committee was investigating possible avenues to bring the
PBA cause to the public's attention.
Hoboken police and firemen have been
working without a contract since
January. The firemen are presently
studying a contract offer presented tothem last Friday. According to fire
department sources, a vote is not due on
the offer in less than one week.
The policemen claim they are the
lowest paid in the county. According to
Behrens, base pay for a patrolman starts
a| $10,000 and reaches approximately
$12,000 after three years.

The Hoboken Board of Education
has rehired 59 non-!enurf>d teachers
who had been given their dismissal
notice*.
The board authorized the dismissal notices last April due to a iack of
state aid. The Legislature still hud not
come through with additional funding
last night when the board rehired the
teachers by a 5-to-3 vote.
Among the members voting
against the rehiring was Mrs. Mary
Caspar. She said the leachers are essential to the school system but was
not confident the board had the money
to pay them.
The board also voted a new salary
scale for administrative employed
Mrs. Caspar and board member
Donald Singleton voted against the
measure, again because they were unsure of whether the board had the
funds.
Last night the board authorized
the start of its accredited summer
high school, its Title I program and
career education program, but
qualified the authorizations with the
warning that their futures hinge on
the Legislature meeting the courts
orders for funding school aid,
Otherwise, there will be no public
school at all this summer in Hoboken,
in compliance with the State Supreme
Court order, they said.

in October

r..c .,;d sites
dtp* at officially
primary first-aid
The Coast Guard, the Red Cross,
-<"<;""'>«
Liberty
hospitals and municipalities have put
Park.
Johnston
Avenue,
Exchange
finishing touches to their various
Place and Pavonia Avenue.
strategies for coping with this
Each site will be staffed and outweekend's Operation Sail.
See
Editorial:
The event is dominating the
fitted with emergency first aid gear
'"- Mobile
FIREWORKS
Hudson County Independence Day
to'handle anVicipated injuries. Mobile
On
Page
16.
celebration to such an extent that
equipment tied through a centralized
Union City and West New York have
radio network will facilitate operadecided to postpone until later this tomorrow's International Naval
tions.
and the Parade of Sail Sunday
year their normal July 4 celebrations. review
The Coast Guard has organized
The staff at each center will be
Jersey City will have a special
the
actual
lineup
of
sailing
vessels
headed
by a captain who will organize
celebration at its Roosevelt Stadium
and set aside a 400-yard-wide safety
operations, A,senior medical person.
on Monday, July 5.
The chapter will operate five willu direct • first .. aid
' workers
\ and
One safety organization — the zone as parade route. The thousands
uncial*: live either
a registered
nurse or aindoctor
emergency
technicians
both
emergency care and assistance for
other injuries.
In conjunction with the Jersey
City Medical Center and its ambulanbe paramedics, the aid stations
will act as staging points for transport
to the Medical Center.
John Remnir, chief paramedic at
the Jersey City Medical Center will
work closely with the Red Cross from
the central emergency operating
center, James Malloy, executive
director of the hospital, reviewed
get clarifications from state Education ComBy RICHARD DRABIK
preparations for the event with the
missioner Fred G Burke on what the state
hospital's board of managers last
With the exception of Union City, which
Supreme Court's May 13 injunction against
night z,
will operate summer school in five parochial
local school spending permits them to do, and.
The Red Cross has prepared
school buildings, school boards in Hudson
what it doesn't permit them to do.
]
balloons and lollipops to amuse lost
County have gone into a holding pattern
Some boards have been told they are permit-'
children brought to the aid station.
pending a solution to the school funding crisis.
»e.d to operate their Title I summer schools,1
Joseph P. Lecowitch, executive
Union City school board last night approved
because it involves federal funds, but in
director of the chapter, has been inthe use of federal aid to continue its summer
Weehawken, Dr. Richard Onorevole,
volved in the planning of the event for
school for 1.000 students today in donated space
superintendent of schools, said he believes the
more than six months.
in Holy Rosary Academy, St. Augustine's
court injunct ion even prevents him from using
He said the Hoboken Ambulance
School, St. Joseph's School, St. Anthonys
these funds.
Corps
and the 21st District of the New
School and St. Michael's School.
Burke's office said the Title I programs
Jersey Safety Council will command
Federal
Title
I
and
874
funds
will
be
used
to
Visitors will also be allowed to visit those
could be held only if the cost of operating the
units In North Hudson.
pay for the teachers and supportive staff by
vessels from 1 to 4 p.m. today.
local school buildings come out of the federal
St. Mary Hospital in Hoboken will
Union City officials, who could not estimate aid. and not school property taxes.
The ships will leave their berths tomorrow
be on alert status for the Operation
how long this "by-pass" summer program
Title I programs will be operating in Union
and head for their new destinations.
Sail wpekend. with the emereencv
could continue under this makeshift arrange- City, Hoboken, West New York, and Jersey
On the roads yesterday, traffic was light and
: and inpatient medical staff doubled
ment.
all streets open again after being closed for
for key periods from tomorrow mornMeanwhile, other school officials from City.
spectator viewing on Sunday.
ing through Monday.
Backed
by
rulings
by
Dr.
Burke,
schools
Bayonne to North Bergen are working with
The campers at numerous sites at the lower
The hospital's communication
board
will
be
able
to
complete
the
massive
skeletal staffs on paperwork, while about 2,000
'evels of the Palisades Interstate Parkway had
center will be in operation from 7
summer school students stand by to see if clas- documentation and reports, closing out the
vacated by yesterday afternoon, police
a.m. tomorrow through Monday.
ses will be open for them. This includes more 1975-76 school year, which ended yesterday. In
reported. A greater than average number of
Several new telephone lines have been
addition,
adult
education
programs,
which
are
than 250 high school seniors who need to make
private launches were made from the Ross
placed in service to keen nhysicians
not affected by the court decision, will conup a few courses in order to graduate.
Dock area, police said.
and e m p l o y e s i advised of the
Confusion continues to affect local board of- tinue as scheduled.
Highways were clear and the air quiet on
hospital's status over the weekend
All
Hudson
school
districts
will
have
ficials, who spent most of yesterday trying to
riverfront streets in Hudson and Bergen
and to alert them to traffic conditions
maintenance and custodial crews to secure
as they drive to the hospital, the
County yesterday, the antithesis of Sunday's
empty school buildings and begin the normal
spokesman said.
July 4 celebration that saw hundreds of thousummer repair schedule. This work on repair
Police Chief George Crimmins
sands view the naval extravaganza on the
and construction is permitted, while local
said that although Hoboken will be
Hudson River.
school administrative staffs are forbidden to
closed to incoming vehicular traffic,
Scattered Debris
map plans for the school season beginning in
once a "saturation point" is reached
Small amounts of scattered debris left over
September.
over me weekend, St. Mary Hospital
from yesterday's onlookers were blown about I
In West New York, where there are plans for
employes and doctors showing
by light winds while the sun shone on a
special seventh and eighth grade remedial
hospital identification will be allowed
riverfront containing only small sailing vessels
reading classes, local officials have set three
into the city.
and numerous modern naval warships, a far
separate starting dates, to give state
cry from Sunday's tall ship sailing pageant
legislators and the high court time to sort out
line-up.
the funding mess. Depending on when the
Visitors though many, were far fewer than
crisis is resolved, these classes will begin
anticipated by local police and politicians for
Tuesday, July 12, or July 19.
the parade. National Guardsmen, standing by
The summer school programs directly aftor emergency situations, were for the most
fected by the crisis are in Jersey City with
part left idle by crowds who behaved
1,200 students, in North Bergen, with 690 stuthemselves.
dents, in Hoboken with 400 students and in
Refrigerated trucks placed in three Bergen
West New York with just 16 students.
County areas in anticipation of fatalities from

Shunt ship^jisitors
in Sail aftermath
By LARRY VIANELLO
In the wake of Sunday's Operation Sail
throngs, several hundred persons who came to
visit two Navy ships docked in Hoboken yesterday, were turned away.
According to Navy officials, pier facilities
were neither adequate nor safe for visitors to
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Hoboken park
projects to start

Let crowA s come* Hudson on alert
4
17'3 '
Coast Guard — has already begun its
work by
some of
Navy s h i p s p a r t i c i p a t i n g in

Hobol$n/otes
to rehire 59i

it'

Hoboken plans by Oc- part of the CDA's first-year
tober to start a $432,000 community development
; state and federally-funded program and a matching
construction project to $216,000 in state Green
create how new parks on Acres money, according to
A d a m s and M a d i s o n Bado.
He said that ihe CDA'si
Streets and to refurbish
second-year community
Church Square Park.
Fred Bado, director of development program, now
the city's Community under review by HUD,
Development Agency (C- allocates funds for imDA) said a contract fur the provements in E'lysian and
park project should be Stevens Parks on Hudson
awarded in September, Street.
The city council today
with a constuction start in
October and completion was also to adopt a resolution authorizing Hoboken to
late December.
The city council today accept a $36,000 slate grant
was to adopt specifications that the city hopes to
prepared by Mayo, Lynch receive from the Slate
& A s s o c i a t e s , and to Department of Community
authorize the receipt of Altairs for the purchase of
a police emergency truck
bids AUK 4.
Bado said parks will bo find a tow truck.
The (DA applied last
constructed, in a 22(1-foot
by 50-foot city-owned lot on week for the funds under
Adams Street behind the t h e Safe and C l e a n
Multi-Service Center and in Neighborhoods program,
a half-block area on the when it was informed that
west side of Madison Street $100,-0(10 in "discretionary"
between Fifth and Sixth funds was available for 28
Streets also owned by the eligible New Jersey cities.
Edwin Chius, program
city.
coordinator
for the CDA
The Adams street site is
said
he
expects
to learn by
now a rubble strewn lot
the
end
of
Ihe
week
while the Madison Street
whether
the
community
afarea
has
minimal
fairs
depart
mpni
has
aprecreational facilities, inproved Hoboken's applicacluding some swings
; Bado said that both parks tion.
will feature basketball
courts, play equipment,
" t o t " areas for young .
children, and passive
recreation facilities, such ;
as g a m e t a b l e s , a n d !
benches. Trees and shrubs,
lighting and decorative
walks will also be installed,
he said.
Renovation work at
Church Square Park win
include new paving for
basketball courts, new
grass and shrubs, lighting.
for pedestrian walks and
new swings and slides,
Hado said. The park s
rpsiroom"
will bo
renovated, fpmes w;ll be
rt-pi'.irtii and the benches
and pavilhon in the center
of the pink will be painted
anti refurbished, he ad<k\l
The $432.(Ml cn>l i>f the
project is being funded
with a $2imiO0 block grant
from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
! Development provided as
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Federal grants totaling $29fJJ
have been approved by the £QBjQ$
munity Services Administration^ '
sist neighborhood programs i r ^ 2
Hudson County municipalities.,
awarding of the grants was
nounced by U.S. Sen. Clifford P. I
The Jersey City Departme
Human Resources will reegjv
$138,825 to provide outreach*
referral services for the elderly i
low income residents. Some of
money also will go to youth an
munity organizations.
A $58,500 grant will go.; tl
Hoboken OrganizationAgajSi
Poverty and Economic StW
(HOPES) for the administration^
management of its social progr"*"
The Bayonne Economic O|j
tunity Foundation will receive I
to help furrtteh health education
vices for low income resid
through neighborhood centers.
A grant of $40,038 will go to the
North Hudson Action Corporation to
assist in its work for the Spanishspeaking community.

Jack Krumpe president ot the New Jersey Exposition and
Sports Authority, is flanked by Mrs. William V. Musto, wife of
the Hudson state senator and Union City Mayor, and Mayor
Steve Capiello of Hoboken, as they talk about the facilities of
y / / c
the Meadowlands'complex.
j ~ t J~*

THERE'S ONE — Operation Sail fans glimpse one of the
I6htall ships through shoreline foliage as it passes Stevens Institute of Technology in Hoboken.

They spent 4 th watching this spectacle

CONVENIENT LOCATION - Crowded balconies of Operation
Sail watchers at Hoboken's Fulton House indicate Miat residents and their friends recognized the building's rear patios as
a convenient location for watching the historical Bicentennial
event.

Wfiere it belongs

cb photo by Linda Catafto

Shown are some of the 16 Tall Ships from around the world that
paraded up the Hudson River yesterday.
Dlspatrh photo by Bob Knat

At long last, that lingering dispute
involving Hoboken's demand for higher
sewage t r e a t m e n t r a t e s from
Weehawken and Union City is going to
court.
Hoboken treats sewage from the
lower end of both North Hudson communities. Weehawken and Union City
both welcome the court action.
Efforts to mediate the dispute have
been fruitless. The reluctance of the
North Hudson communities to agree to a
change in the long-standing flat-rate contract with Hoboken is understandable.
On the other hand, the 35-year contract — which has another 10 years to
run — was signed in an era before galloping inflation, so Hoboken has a valid
point, too.
iiet the court decide.

Cops slate
pact talks
in Hoboken

If
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Hoboken to get biggest tax relief checks
———i

„.. *—««i«i
By
Special r.Mn»nnil<»>i
Correspondent

/
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TRENTON — Hoboken, Jersey
City and West New York homeowners
will receive the largest tax relief
rebate checks next April 1 and Oct. 1
under " a v e r a g e " computations
prepared by the Office of Fiscal Affairs, the Legislature's budget wing.
The average would be $223 in
Hoboken, $222 each in Jersey City and
West New York. The lowest average
checks would be $180 in Secaucus,
$183 in Kearny and $184 in Harrison.

F.jrartlv one-half of
Of the
the tax
tax relief
Exactly
rebate will be mailed by the state to
each homeowner every April 1 and
Oct. 1 under the homestead program
enacted by the Legislature. It will be
funded by the 2.0 to 2.5 per cent gross
income tax signed into law Julv 9.
The homestead rebate provides
that the maximum in each district be
based upon the first $10,000 of
equalized value or two thirds of
equalized value, whichever is less.
Any homestead with an equalized
value of $15,000 will qualify for the
maximum.

THPSP figures
fionrps do
rln not
nr»t include
inrlurlp the
thp » n i
:n:
t
*_.. _«J..«
These
$143 million
for
tax
reduction.
$50 additional rebate for senior Districts which anticipated full
citizens, disabled and surviving funding in their budgets will receive
spouses, nor does the $50 million in no additional relief under this bill.
state-wide revenue sharing include The Senate already has passed the bill
actual amount of veterans deductions and the Assembly is expected to do so
in each municipality and 50 per cent Monday.
of the actual senior citizen $160 tax
reductions in each community. The
Kearny will be the biggest
state already pays one-half the senior
citizen reduction and is assuming the Hudson beneficiary under the school
other 50 per cent cost as well in the tax reduction, $1,122,401; followed by
Harrison $317,415; North Bergen
tax relief program.
$169,610; East Newark $43,627;
The school tax reduction provides Bayonne $25,757.

Hoboken's policemen, a state mediator
and the city's labor negotiator plan to get
together Aug. 3 in an effort to hammer
out a labor contract which the bluecoats (
have termed "long overdue."
The meeting with a mediator from the
state Public Employment Relations
Commission (PERC) is scheduled
despite objections by Councilman Robert
Ranieri, the city's sole labor negotiator,
that an outside mediator is not needed to
settle the protracted tabor dispute.
A police department source said
yesterday the city and Hoboken's Police
Benevolent Association (PBA) are still
far apart on the labor contract issue, and
indicated that positions had not changed
since both sides rejected each other's
proposals several weeks ago.
According to sources, the PBA had
asked for a 25 per cent across-the-board
raise spread over three years, while the
, city reportedly offered a 15 per cent wage
hike.
No new contract offers have been made
since then, but city officials have indicated they would offer only a one-year
contract if an outside mediator comes
into the picture.
Hoboken policemen have been working
without a contract since January. Base
pay for a patrolman starts at $10,000 and
reaches approximately $12,000 after
three years.

Ship buffs still seek Hudson views,
crowds still small, officials relax

$ee naval review

parade of suiting ships up the Hudson urged the public to watch Operation
Sail mi television rather than in
I rum 11 a.m. to e5 p.m. tomorrow.
TIUTff wll! b :>, m^ssivp fireworksperson, developers of a luxury apartdisplay from 9 to 10 p.m. tomorrow. ment building in uuuenbrig iw»t-ofHudson officials urged the public not fered the county's municipal officials
to jam waterfront sites to view it a prime vantage point for viewing the
event.
since it will he visible for miles.
Six cannons from the New Jersey
A spokesman for Belfer Really,
Department of Defense will give the North Bergen, and the. Prudential InA stream of people todav conships a 5iI-gun salute at 1(1 a.m. surance Co.. sponsors of the Galdxy
tinued to capitalized on dozens of poptomorrow in Hoboken. according to highrise complex, confirmed that "all
ular Hudson (Jountv vistas in an etton
V intent ,1. Wassman, chairman of thef of the town officials in Guttenberg
to get a look at scores of tall ships and
Hoboken Bicentennial Committee
and in all (municipal) offices in Hie
war vessels docked along the Hudson
Although municipal officials in county" are expected tomorrow as
River.
Bayonne and North Bergen have special guests.
Meanwhile, public safetv officials
"Quite a few have confirmed
were beginning to relax as Bicententhey're coming," the spokesman said.
nial activities" in Hudson began to
The officials will scan the parade
taper off with the end of the long holiof the tall ships up the Hudson River
day weekend.
from the 30th floor of the Galaxy's 50The careful planning by public
story tower where they'll enjoy a bufsafety authorities paid off, officials
fet "spread, all courtesy of the
said, and the viewing of Operation
developer, according to the
Sail went as smoothly as the graceful
spokesman.
tall-masted ships that sailed up and
Highest of the three structures
down the river.
and closest to Boulevard East, that
Along the waterfront from Jersey
building was chosen, the spokesman
City to North Bergen, a crowd esexplained, because it is "presently
timated at close to 150,000 watched
furnished."
the unique spectacle Sunday. Police
Spectators along River Road in
maintained the traffic flow without
Hoboken will find portable toilets
major p r o b l e m s and medical
near the north and south ends of the
facilities handled scores of minor acdrive. A public address system also
cidents without difficulty.
has been installed, with loud speakers
Crowds continued to line
positioned along the road, and a porBoulevard East in North Hudson totable pay telephone unit is also in
day to view the dozen ships berthed on
place
the Manhattan side of the river. The
Meanwhile, Joseph Caliguire, exroad was opened to traffic yesterday
ecutive director of the Hoboken Housbut driving was slow and at one point
ing Authority, has informed tenants of
last night Weehawken police said
the Fox Hill Gardens senior citizens
everything was at a standstill.
high
rise at 13th Street and Willow
Crowds also ventured down River
Avenue that only five persons will be
Road in West New York to view the
allowed on each balcony at the aparttwo Soviet sailing ships, Tovarisch
ment building. Some balconies on the
and Kruzenshtern, which were
top floors of the 10-story building ofanchored in the middle of the river.
fer a view of the Hudson River,
Tall ships at New York pier last night. At left, Colombia's Gloria, and behind her, Nippon Maru of Japan. (UPI)
Visitors to the Military Ocean
Caliguire said.
Terminal in Bayonne are able to view
Fireworks displays at Jersey jr , s t o o d o n t h e p | a t f o r m a t o p a s | : "I love ships," she said. "I love
He said security guards will close
several United States warships C.tys Roosevelt Stadium and at iding pond in a playground at Griffith < h e r V
Fox Hill Gardens tomorrow, allowing
, u ,.
Bayonne County Park entertained
berthed there but another U.S. ship at
in only residents and their friends.
Street in Jersey City
fienest unobstructed
the Port Authority piers in Hoboken is large crowds last night. No incidents
Extra security guards and
views was from Auf Der Heide Park
not open to visitors. Incorrect radio were reported by police.
doormen at luxury highrise buildings
Many
brought
binoculars
and
on
Boulevard
East
in
West
New
York,
Local officials throughout Hudson
reports yesterday brought scores of
all over Hudson started stepped-up
opera glasses and a few even had "I think it's great," said Eileen
persons to Hoboken dock only to be who had feared disastrous crowds on telescopes. Camera bugs were Tricarico. "Everybody seems to be
security operations and were checkSunday, were happy when they did not
turned away.
ing the names of visitors to the
everywhere.
having
a
good
time."
PERFECT SPOT — Spectators at Pier "C" in Hoboken have a perfect view of sailing
Several spectators said the
La Amistad, one of the smaller develop. Most said they were pleased
Some folks traveled far to see the
building.
ships along the Hudson River. The couple at left found the mood romantic.
vessels which participated in Opera- with the way the Operation Sail view- show. Woody and Doris McDowell, at historic value of the ships made them
The National Guard moved into
tion Sail, will be berthed and ing was conducted. Even the litter Exchange Place in Jersey City, came p a r t i c u l a r y f i t t i n g for an
the North Hudson towns and Jersey
available for public visits at Libertv and cleanup problems were not bad. from Bay Head the night before and Independence Day celebration. To
City this morning, and at Weehawken
others the ships meant romance.
State Park in Jersey City tomorrow they said, and most areas were in stayed with friends.
Stadium they tested a communicagood shape by yesterday.
and Thursday.
"Isn't that beautiful," Mrs. Mctions network that was installed
The public enjoyed the festivities Dowell said when one of the ships pasVisiting hours each day are 8 a.m.
yesterday.
Sunday with many showing ingenuity sed into view. "Oh gosh, that's
to 10 p.m.
Police continued to patrol the
beautiful." McDowell
McDowell said
said the
the crowds
crowds
The 130-foot long boat is a replica in trying to get the best view. Some beautu.
Boulevard East area and enforce an
Of a slave ship which sailed between watched the parade of sail from the were '"very well organized, very well
anti-loitering ordinance with persons
the United States and Cuba. Displays roofs of buildings. Some brought behaved."
who appeared to be bedding down and
aboard depict the history of the stepladders to the designated viewing
A few blocks away Madeline
camping for the weekend.
original ship, which was taken over by spots while others stood on top of Dean watched from an Win-floor terrIn all communities, holidays have
the slaves.
their cars. Two wumena and a young ace in the Gregory Park complex.
been cancelled for members of the/
police force, who will be working;
minimum 12-hour shifts until M,onday>
In Weehawken, the police staff is*
bolstered by 24 additional people
shired
for crowd and traffic control.
1
Two mass transit innovation*
have been introduced for the^
bicentennial weekend.
The Central Avenue Bus Co. will
be running bus service to Liberty
State Park tomorrow beginning at 11
a.m. The buses will leave from platform A-3 at the PATH transportation
Center, Journal Square, and run on
the hour every hour until 8 p.m.
However, a spokesman for the company said, if needed, extra buses will
be added to run every half hour.
j
The park is one of the five viewing,
sites in the city for Operation Sail. „
The New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT) and Conrail
will celebrate the birthday of the
United States tomorrow with the.
first run of a Bicentennial locomotive.
The locomotive, painted red, white,
and blue and numbered 1776, will pull
a special train from Suffern, N.Y., to
Hoboken terminal, arriving about
9:55 a.m. The train will also have a,
coach numbered 1776.
The train is one of a number of-.
special trains that Conrail and DOTWATCHING THE SHIPS — Throngs of people lined the railing sail up the Hudson River below. New Jersey crowds were
Shown are paintings of the late Mayor John Grogan, former
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello stands next to portraits of
will be operating tomorrow for,
, reportedly lighter than expected.
of the Park Avenue bridge in Hoboken to watch the tall ships
Mayor Louis DePascale and the late assemblyman Silvio
some of his predecessors hanging on the wall at city hall.
Operation Sail.
Failla.
The locomotive will retain its 1776...
designation throughout the Bicentennial year.
Hudson welcomed two Operation
Sail ships yesterday — the Creidne to,,
Jersey City and the Amerigo Vespuci.
ci to Bayonne. The crew of the latter
Romano could not be Romano, who he said tor them, trie mayor said.
Six color portraits of
was entertained at the Bayonne
agreed that the city would "1 feel embarrassed to
Hoboken's past and present reached yesterday.
walk outside my office and
Patrolmen's Benevolent Association,,,
According to Costello, buy the portraits.
mayors are hanging in city
see
my
picture."
installation
last night.
,-i
Cappiello
asked
him
more
Cappiello
yesterday
said
hall today, but no one
seems to know exactly how than a year ago to make the he had originally asked In any case, the exhibiportraits but later, the only for small black and tion is on view — temthey got there.
photographer said, decided white portraits of the past porarily or permanently —
The gallery of golden- the city couldn't afford the mayors, not for color on the second floor of City
framed portraits, hanging pictures. At that point, portraits.
Hall, weekdays from9a.m.
in the second-floor corridor Costello said he met with
"I don't know who paid to 5 p.m,
of the municipal building,
features likenesses of
Mayor Steve Cappiello and
It would seem that after a dozen
his five most recent
predecessors — Mayors
fires within two years, the federal
Silvio F a i l l a , Louis
receivers of the Pennsylvania Railroad
D e P a s c a l e . John J.
Marine Repair Yard in Hoboken would
Grogan, Fred M. DeSapio
do something in response to Hoboken's
and Bernard McFeeley.
pleas for reasonable security there.
The color portraits,
After all, the Union Drydock and
which were hung yesterday
According to Mrs. Fugazzi, the area's
Repair Company has bid $210,000 to buy
By JAMES KOPCHAINS
morning by public works
troubles lie with homes owned by
carpenters, were made by
Feeling that together they will have
the repair yard and is preparing for the
absentee landlords. She said these
George J. Costello, a
better luck in solving their common
closing
next month. It would seem that
owners don't seem to take much interest
photographer with a studio
problems, the 200 Garden Street Block
the
receivers
would do everything they
in their buildings. As a result the homes
on Washington Street, from
Assn. of Hoboken will try to merge with
could
to
protect
the property.
are
decaying
and
becoming
more
and
old election campaign picfour other block associations from
But
no,
a
fire
raged through the
more
of
an
eyesore.
tures
he
had
taken
of
Capneighboing areas at an organizational
SALUTE — Smoke rises from barrels of field artillery set up
piello
and
Grogan
and
from
military
fire
salute
to
sailing
ships
moving
up
the
Hudson.
Also,
Mrs.
Fugazzi
said,
men
tend
to
northernmost
pier
at
the yard Tuesday
meeting
being
held
tonight
at
7:30
in
St.
on pier at Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, as
old prints supplied by the j
congregate in front of these buildings and
John's Lutheran Church in Hoboken.
night. That is one of the piers that was in
families or friends of the;
loiter. They often drink and create a disClaiming they nave been "ringing
the best condition. Now it is a charred
other four mayors.
turbance, according to Mrs. Fugazzi.
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Thousands of persons jammed
Hudson County watertront Mies V9to
wuuli I!«e fnicrr.atiora! N9 !
Review in the Hudson River today
during the first phase of Operation
Sail.
The crowds gave officials the
first test of the extensive Operation
Sail crowd control and public safety
measures they have been planning for
weeks.
The crowd's viewing the assembly
of military ships from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
today were expected to be smaller
than the throngs that will watch the

-&i(iWtoi)^^
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Portraits of Hoboken mayors hung

Once bitten

*#•

Hoboken block groups
may unite for solutions

r

Smooth sailing at celebration
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
and ROGER AMERMAN
It was all quiet on the Hudson
waterfront yesterday as the expected
flood of Operation Sail viewers turned
out to be little more than a good-sized
Sunday afternoon outing.
Local Hudson and Bergen county
police reported no problems in controlling the spectators, while area hospitals
handled few Operation Sail related injuries
Police departments, fearing heavy
traffic congestion and injuries as a result
of expected crowds, were pleasantly surprised at what they called smaller than
expected numbers of viewers.
•Everything's gone very smothly all
day long, Jim Almoney of the New

?/*$/IL

Jersey Turnpike Authority said. "All
those promoters projecting mot) scenes
must not have been seeing through their
crystal balls clearly."
"We were expecting the worst and got
the best," he added.
The Turnpike Authority had a "maximum" number of cars patrolling the
roadway, and all most heavily trafficprone interchanges were fully manned,
he said.
Except for some congested roads in
Edgewater and Fort Lee, Bergen and
Hudson police said things were very
quiet in that area.
Fort Lee, Edgewater, North Bergen
and Guttenberg police all reported that
crowds were less than expected.

In West New York police estimated the
crowd at 50,000, only half of what had
been anticipated.
Weehawken police put the number of
viewers at 18,000, while Hoboken police
reported 7,000 on Shore Road, several
thousands in area parks and on private
property such as Stevens Tech, Maxwell
House and Bethlehem Steel, and an additional 25,000 non-resident viewers.
Hoboken's railroad property fronting
the river was closed to the public.
Railroad and local police turned away all
unauthorized persons, according to
mayor Steve Cappiello.

Costello said yesterday
that although he hasn't
received payment for the
portraits yet. Councilman
Anthony Romano some five
or six weeks ago told him
the city would pay for the
pictures, providing name
plates were placed on the
frames. Costello said a city
employe picked up the
portraits two weeks ago
and gave him a signed
receipt
but
the
photographer refused to
say what the price of the
portraits was.
When asked about the
portraits yesterday, City
Council President Martin
Brennan said the council
once discussed portraits of
the mayors but never took
any action to buy a set of

pictures.

doorbells" for over 20 hours this weekend
to organize the meeting Mrs. Johanna
Fugazzi, publicity chairwoman, said the
five merged organizations would have
more strength to deal with the problems
of loitering and dilapidated housing
prevalent in the area.
Mrs. Fugazzi said the other four block
assoications were the Bloomfield Block
Association, the Park Avenue Block Associations, and the 2nd Street and 3rd
Street Block Associations.

Mrs. Fugazzi said the organizations
are asking for better police protection in
their neighborhood and stronger housing
code enforcement. Also they are calling
on the absentee owners to rehabilitate
their dilapidated buildings.
Hoboken police chief George W. Crimmins said the police had increased
patrols in the area. He asserted the
Garden Street area was not a high-crime
neighborhood.

wreck and the sale of the property appears on shaky ground.
Would it be too much to expect the
receivers to protect the rest of the
property so that something is preserved
for sale to someone? After all, a successful sale is to the benefit of the railroad
and the city.

Mayors' portraits hung — with mistakes
Oil portraits of Hoboken's last six mayors have
brightened up the third floor of the City Hall building
but errors have been noted in the name plates attached
to two of them.
The first is on the portrait of former Mayor Bernard
McFeely. The late mayor's name is incorrectly spelled
"McFeeley" on the plaque. The second Is on the plate
under the portrait of the late Silvio J. Failla. It says that
he served as the court appointed mayor in 1973^

Actually, Failla served as mayor in 1965 after a
very close run-off election between former Mayor Louis
DePascale and then City Council President Edward;
Barrone which was voided by the courts because of a
number of voting irregularities.
A third election was ordered by the court. Failla
was named interium mayor to serve from July, when
the term of the late Mayor John J. Grogan expired,

~ —

^

^»—

^

r

-i

[

T

-

r

^

m

^

VencYors,
officials facing bills for Operation Sail
7/V76
Hudson officials and unlucky ven- son are among those scheduled to
dors are still collecting bills in the attend NAACP-sponsored ceremonies
tUJItillO
at the ship today.
during which local municipalities
Weehawken Mayor Charles
braced themselves for millions of Miller said the total cost to his
visitors who never showed up for township to provide protection to the
Operation Sail.
public and property, preparation
One more bicentennial event is work and garbage pickup during the
planned for today when a 130-foot-long weekend was $40,000.
replica of a ship seized by the slaves
In West New York, Mayor
and sailed to Long Island Sound. Anthony M. DeFino has stated that
La Amistad, docks at Liberty Park in the costs have gone over $30,000 and
Jersey City, for a two-day public that the town was still tabulating the
viewing.
bills. Last week, the Board of ComState Environmental Commissioner missioner appropriated 160,000 to
David J. Bardin and former state carry out the bicentennial operations.
Assembly speaker S. Howard WoodBoth communities expect to have

the state pay for any deficits once
Gov. Brendan Byrne signs legislation
ior tne reimbursement.
Miller was pleased by the lack of
persons viewing Operation Sail from
the Weehawken Palisades. Both communities released police officers
from expected overtime duty last
Sunday when it became obvious the
expected crowds would never
materialize.

Hobgker\Jeachers pay docked
The summer paychecks dis"docked" according to a standard for- * Mrs. Teck toni us said there was no
tributed to Hoboken's teachers i mula which calculates the school year precedent for either action. She said
tomorrow will be smaller than they > at 200 days.
that all other school boards in the
expect. The board of education says
But the board decided to use its state use the 200-day formula and that
the reduction is legal but the teachers own formula which reduces the year the Hoboken board has paid raises in
say its a breach of contract.
to 182 days — the actual number — July for a least 30 years. To change
"It seems this board never passes and this means the teachers will lose *ithe system now was an arbitrary at-'
up an opportunity to act in a way tnat money.
tempt by the panel to change the.
appears to be punitive," said Hoboken
The board also decided to teachers working conditions, she said.
Education Association president withhold until September the raise She congratulated Taylor on his skills
Mary Tecktonius at last night's board due for the school year starting July as an "adversary" in using the law
meeting.
1. Bqard attorney Robert Taylor said "to put the teachers down" and addAt the session, the panel approved there is no state law requiring the ed; "You think we must be sponges
to sop this stuff up time after time."
a resolution postponing the raise ex- board to start paying the raise in Julv
pected by the teachers this month and
' B
-' ^
increasing the amount of money to be
deducted from their summer pay to
make up for last year's bitter teacher
strike.
Since the teachers only
work 10 months a year a portion of
their regular salary is deducted from
each paycheck and given to them in a
lump sum during the summer. That
payment is due tomorrow.
But during the month-long strike
last September the teachers were not
paid and so nothing could be deducted
from their salary for the summer.
The teachers say they expected to be

Three Hudson mayors get deeply involved in the conversation as they attend caucus of
New Jersey delegation to Democratic National Convention. From left are William V.
Musto of Union City; Peter Mocco of North Bergen and Steve Cappiello of Hoboken.

One West New York businessman
was left with a rented refrigerator
irucK tun ot sooa wmen ne nau nopea
to sell to the mass of patriotic viewers
who never showed. Another weekend
"wheeler and dealer" stockpiled the
Ail-American staple, the hot dog, and
hoped to make a killing at 50" cents ai
" f r a n k . " Towards the end of
Independence Day, the price was
down to three for $1.
North Hudson police mentioned a
panicky man from Newport, R.I., who
was seen running up and down
Boulevard East with a worried expression on his face and a lot of " T "
shirts'With the picture of a sailing ves,sf 1 on them. It seems he- was forced to
•Win down from New England after he
failed to make anv sales during tfie
Newport sail in. Lmal people turned
out t o % just as choosey about their
purchases as the Rhode Island
"Yankees," say police.
About 70.IM) people on Boulevard
F.ast and nearby buildings viewed the
tall sh ip» as they sailed up and down
the Hudson River on Independence
Day. Visitors were barred from
Penn Central property on the
waterfront because it was feared
irijuries would result from people
climbing on the rickety piers. On
Monday, people lined the Penn
Ontral waterfront property trying to
grt a view of the ships docked on the
New York side of the river.
Hoboken has quickly recovered
from the bicentennial weekend
which. brought no arrests or serinus
medical emergencies in the Mile
Square City.
Some 300,000 people visited or
passed through Hoboken Sunday to
watch the ships but the crowd was
orderly and not a single arrest connected to the spectacle was made, according to Police Chief George
C'rimmins.
St. Mary Hospital reported that
the weekend was "unexpectedly
quirt," wilh only one or two minor
cases of heat exhaustion and a few
youngsters with cuts or scrapes.
Most visitors heeded warnings
about automobile congestion and
arrived via mass transit, primarily by
train to the Erie Lackawanna terminal, Cappielio said.
Public Works Director Raphael
Vitale said his cleanupcrews comIpleted their post July 4 task Monday
without any "extreme problems"
although the streets were "pretty dirty" when the crowds left.
Vitale said that lumber used to
fence in the abandoned Penn Central
repair yard on River Road during the
weekend will be removed and used for
other public works projects, including
fencing in empty lots and boarding up
vacant buildings.
The railroad refused to repair the
fence, so the public works department
patched the fence with some 25 wood
posts and 50 plywood panels in order
to keep spectators off the railroad
spiers, Vitale said.
Cappiello estimated the cost to
the city for Operation Sail will total
$30,000 to $35,000 when all claims are
Submitted.

Hoboken
block
groups
taking
on
landlords
7/9/71
7/9/K

t-9'
much money to stay in business," he

Block associations in Hoboken's
First Ward want the city to help fight
slumlords by requiring that all vacant
apartments must pass a housing inspection before they can be rented.
The First Ward Block Association, a newly formed umbrella
organization of seven block associations, plans to circulate petitions in
the ward next week asking the city
council to require landlords with
empty apartments to obtain a "reoccupancy certificate" before the
rooms can be rented to new tenants.
The petitions also will ask for increased cooperation from police and
the municipal court in attacking
problems of loitering, public drinking,
unruly children and vandalism in the
area, according to Tom Newman,
chairman of the 200 Garden Street
Block Association, the moving force
behind the First Ward umbrella
organization.
Newman said he expects at least
I.ODO signatures on the petitions,
which he said will be presented to the
city council and Mayor Steve Cappiello in a "mass meeting" of the
First Ward Block Association at the
end of the month at David Rue School.
"Slumlords are like a cancer."
Newman said. "If we don't get rid of
it now, it will grow."
He said the F i r s t W a r d ' s
problems of loitering and vandalism
are "associated with tenants in slum
housing."
"We want to go after the slum
owners with s t r o n g code enforcement," Newman added. "A
reoccupancy inspection program
would affect all of us. but it would hit
mostly the guy with high turnover and
destructive tenants.
"Hopefully, it would put pressure
on individual owners to improve their
buildings. If they're not willing to do
this, it will start costing them too

**

acting as liaison to the umbrella
organization. Newman said.
There are now two block associaNewman said that some 65 First tions on Bloomfield Street, three on
Ward residents attended a meeting at Garden Street and two on Park
St. .John's Lutheran Church Wednes- Avenue, he said.
day night sponsored by the one-year"It appears that somehow the
old 2011 Garden Street Block Associa- slum buildings have avoided rigorous
tion to encourage the formation of inspections," Newman said, adding
other block groups.
that inspection of vacant apartments
As a result ol the meeting, six would require more housing inspecnew block associations were formed, tors and "will cost the city some
with the chairman of each group money."
said.

But without reoccupancy certification, "the city in the long run
would go down the drain." he said.
Newman said street corners and
stoops of dilapidated buildings in the
First Ward have become hangouts for
"winos and undesirables."
There is also a problem with
children "who run wild through the
neighborhood," breaking windows
and committing other acts of vandalism, he said.

Hoboken faces daily fine
on raw sewage flow
Hoboken officials, faced with the
possibility of being fined $3,000 daily
for each day the city allows raw
sewage to flow from a 24-inch pipe at
the Bethlehem Steel shipyard into the
Hudson River, say they don't know
where the stuff is actually coming
from, but they have a plan to find out.
At tomorrow's City Council
m e e t i n g , city l a w m a k e r s will
authorize Bethlehem Steel to "block
up" its end of the sewer line to create
an anticipated backup so that,
theoretically, at least, officials can
trace the wastes to the source.
The city was notified Friday by
state and federal environmental agencies that fines could be imposed unless the city took immediate action to
eliminate the problem—which Mayor
Steve Cappiello detected.

under review by DAffl
Hoboken"s Community Development Agency is reviewing a proposal
from the city planning board that the
CD A fund a revision of Hoboken's 20yeur-old land use plan at an estimated
cost of $25,000 to $35,000.
According to the planning board,
an updating of the land use plan is
needed to take into account new
development trends in the city as well
as to comply with a new state law requiring local zoning ordinances to
conform to the land use portion of the
city master plan.
' In order to finance a revision of
the land use plan, the CDA would have
to shift money from one of its
proposed planning programs in the
second-year application for federal
funds now under review by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, according to Fred
Bado. CDA executive director.
Bado said the CDA will decide by
early next month whether to fund the
land use plan, which he estimated
would cost between $25,000 and
$35,000. If approved, the plan would be

Library lists
some of its
new titles
A total of 416 new books were
ordered by the Hoboken Public
Library last month, Lucille Cunningham, director, said today. Many
have been delivered and are now
available.
Some of thebooks include:
The Education Of A Public Man:
My Life And Politics, by Hubert H.
Humphrey; Interview With History,
by Oriana Fallaci; New Burlington:
The Life and Death of an American
Village, by John Baskin; Assault On
The Media: The Nixon Years, by
Williamk E. Porter; The Conditions
of Freedom: Essays in Political
Philosophy, by Harry V. Jaffe; The
Canfield Decision: A Novel, by Spiro
T. Agnew; Sara: A Regency Novel:
by Brian Cleeve; I Hear America
Swinging: A Novel, by P e t e r
DeVries; Some Champions: Sketches
and Fiction, by Ring Lardner; The
Secret Conversations of Henry Kissinger: Step By Step Diplomacy In
The Middle East, by Matti Golan, and
Smart Aleck: The Wit, World and Life
of Alexander Woollcott, by Howard
Teichmann.
Also The West End Horror: A
Posthumous Memoir of John H.
Watson, M.D., edited by Nicholas
Meyer; Papa: A Personal Memoir, by
Gregory H. Hemingway, M.D.; The
Year-Long Day: One Man's Arctic, by
A. E. Maxwell and Ivar Ruud; Darcourt: A Novel, by Isabelle Holland;
Crowned Heads: A Novel, by Thomas
Tryon; Plague Ship: A Novel, by
Frank G. Slaughter; Justice By
Consent: Plea Bargains In TheAmerican Courthouse, by Arthur
Rosett and Donald R. Cressey; The
Modernization Of Sex, by Paul.'
Robinson, et al; Losing Ground: Environmental Stress and World Food
Prospects, by Erik P. Eckholm; A
Treasury of African Folklore, by
Harold Courlander; Ghosts and
Poltergeists, by Frank Smyth; The
Golden Unicorn: A Novel, by Phyllis
A. Whitney; Conflict of Interest: A
novel by Les Whitten, and Passages:
Predictable Crises of Adult Life, by
Gail Sheeny.
TV Guided American, by Arthur
Asa Berger; The Talismans and
Other Stories, by Carlos Baker; Stuttering Solved, by Martin F. Schwartz,
Ph. D.; The Carfitt Crisis and Two
Other Stories, by J.B. Priestley; Will
You Please Be Quiet, Please?:
Stories, by Raymond Garver; Passions: Stories, by Isaac Bashevis
Singer.

Cappiello said the outfall appears
"around Pier 5 at low tide" and
Public Works Director Raphael P.
Vitale added that the stuff is apparently discharged through the
shipyard outflow pipeline at all hours
of the day.
City officials say there is no
evidence of any municipal sewerage
line on any municipal engineering
maps and dye tests conducted over
the weekend established only that the
muddy effluent isn't coming from the
shipyard.
Bethlehem officials offered the
city use of its underwater welding
equipment to seal off the pipe and end
the sewage flow with the proviso that
the shipyard would be freed of any
legal responsibility from any
resulting complications.

The membership of
Local 1078 of the International Association of
Firefighters plans to vote
in two shifts at 10 a.m. and

In 1978, the base pay will
be increased by 7.79 per
cent or another $1,000. The
total for the three years
comes to $2,545 and Ranieri
estimated that with the
new pay scale and fringe
benefits, it will cost
Hoboken $21,900 to keep
one fireman with 15 years
seniority on the job.
Provisions are also made
in the city proposal to put a
$2,000 limit on longevity
pay for both firemen and
fire officers. The differential between ranks also will
be limited to 30 per cent
between fireman and captain and 70 per cent for
deputy, chief.

with Muy'o. Lynch & Associates who is
the consultant to the planning board.
According to Planning Board
Chairman Ben Goodman, the city's
muster plan is 20 years old and its
zoning ordinance is 10 years old.
"There is a need to update the
land use plan." Bado said. "The zoning ordinance and master plan should
be analyzed, reviewed and updated
more than every 10 or 20 years."
"The city." he said, "has changed
a great deal in 2<l years."
The State Municipal Land Use
Law, which takes effect Aug. 1,
allows enforcement of a zoning ordinance after Feh. 1, 1977 only if a
land use plan has been adopted.
Hoboken can apparently meet this requirement by simply re-adopting its
existing plan.
The law also requires that a zoning ordinance as of Feb. 1, 1977 must
be consistent with and designed to
carry out the land use portion of the
city master plan.
A one-year extension of the
deadline to Feb. 1. 1978 may be
granted if the city is "diligent" in
preparing a plan.
Seligman said he does not know
whether the existing Hoboken zoning
ordinance is in conflict with or is not
designed to effectuate the current
land use plan. That question would be
addressed, he said, in an updating of
the plan.
"I can't say for certain, but there
may be some inconsistencies between
the land use element of the master
plan and the zoning ordinance," he
said. "There could be inconsistencies
between the policies of the master
plan and the city's strengths as they
are emerging now."
The question is, he said, "Does
the old land use plan truly reflect
trends that have surfaced in Hoboken
over the past five years as industries
continued to leave the city and
residential development showed at
least some strength?"

Hoboken firemen have voted by a
slim six-vote margin to accept the
city's offer of a three-year pact with
benefits totaling $2,545 over that
period.
Fireman Michael Bavaro, president of Local 1078, International Association of Firefighters, said the
final tally last night was 30-to-24,
about a 60 per cent turnout of the
membership, he estimated.
Usually, said Bavaro, when the
members are called on to approve or
reject a contract proposal, the local
gets "65 to 66 per cent" voting. "It's
vacation time now and there are people away," Bavaro noted, "but we felt
we couldn't hold it off."
As outlined by the city, rather
than receiving any wage increments
this year, retroactive to January
when negotiations began, firemen
wouiu oe entitled to four additional
paid holidays, bringing the total to 13.
This would cost the city an extra $395,
according to Councilman-at-large
Robert Ranieri, who conducted
negotiations for the city.
In 1977, the fireman's base pay
would rise by $1,050 to $13,000 annually and the following year by another
$1,000, by Ranieri's calculations.
Also, next year, uniform allowance
would increase by $100 to $300 total.
Asked his r e a c t i o n to the
balloting, Bavaro said, "There was a
lot of opposition to it, but we didn't try
to swing the vote. We decided to leave
it up to the membership.
"I think I did the best job possibly
negotiating. It wasn't a good offer
considering we didn't get a cost-ofliving clause, but I'd say it was a fair
offer.
"It did warrant a membership
vote and the members voted accordingly. We're being hurt in the first
year and there should have been
some dollars, if nothing else, for the
cost-of-living factor.
"If there had been, we'd probably
have gotten a unanimous vote, but
this way, it hurts guys planning to
retire this year. There are at least 101
know of who are planning to put in for
their pensions and now they'll have to
go with less money than the other
guys." said Bavaro.

In addition to the land use portion,
other elements of the master plan
that have a direct bearing on land
use—such as traffic circulation and
conservation—might also be studied
and revised, Seligman said.

Hoboken will cut back
its rat control services
/

Hoboken's rodent control
program, which was ordered by the
federal government last month to
drop all insect extermination services, is now preparing to cut back its
rat control services to areas with the
worst rodent problem, possibly to the
62-block former Model Cities section
south of Fourth Street.
The curtailment of the rat control
program — which now operates in 200
blocks throughout the city — results
from the June 1 cutback in federal
funding from $120,000 to $91,000 for
the year ending next May 31, according to George Gunzman, director
of the program.
Although the program moved last
month from Second Street to a
cheaper, one-room office at 534
Garden St., it was forced by the
!
funding cut to lay off five staff
' members, Guzman said.
He said the program is now conducting a survey to determine what
areas of the city have the most severe
rat infestation problems. When the
survey is completed next month, a rat
control services will be limited to
those areas, he said.
" T h e service area will be
drastically cut," Guzman said. "I
don't know how many blocks will be
cut, but we may possibly revert to our
original area of 62 blocks."
The program now has a staff of two
exterminators, four field aides, and
two clerical workers, Guzman said.
He said the program, which had
been spraying for roaches and waterbugs since 1969, was ordered June 1 by
the U.S. Department of Health,

Education and Welfare (HEW) to
eliminate the insect control service.
"We've been getting a lot of complaints about insect infestation, but
we can't do anything about them,"
Guzman said.
Now, because the Hoboken
program has succeeded in getting the
rat problem under control, HEW may
cul off all funding as of May 31, 1977,
he said.
"Now that the rat problem is under control, they're telling us the city
should continue the program itself,"
Guzman said.
Mayor Steve Cappiello said that if
federal funding is dropped, the city
will try "as best it can within its
ability to pay to maintain some kind
of v i g i l a n c e over the r o d e n t
problem."
But, he added, it would be "very
difficult" for the city to maintain the
same level of funding.
According to Guzman, the federal
government will fund rodetit control
programs in cities where at least six
per cent of the blocks have exterior
signs of rat infestation — such as live
or dead rats, burrows, droppings,
runways,
The Hoboken program has succeeded in lowering the infestation
rate to .8 per cent, he said, but added:
"You can't get rid of rats totally. You
can only keep them under control."

By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello is apparently thinking of firing city business
administrator Herman Bier.
The mayor yesterday refused to deny
rumors that he was about sack Bier, who
has reportedly been grooming Councilman Anthony Romano to challenge the
mayor for his seat next year.

3-year,$2,545 pact Hoboken's
final offer to its firemen 99
7 p.m. at the Exempt Hall,
Second and Bloomfield
streets.
Here is how Ranieri said
the package adds up:
—The number of paid
holidays for this year will
be increased from nine to
13. This costs the city $65
per holiday or an additional
$395, he said. Five compensatory days off are also
allowed with the approval
of the chief.
Next year, the base pay
will be increased by 8.79
per cent or $1,050, bringing
the pay to $13,000. An additional $100 will be given
for uniform allowance.

revised by Kuipn »*.'iij4inui». a planner

Cappiello
Bier's dismissal

At last nighfs council caucus, the
mayor briefed the councilmen publicLast night, Law Director Larry
ly on the "visible foreign substance" Florio advised the councilmen such a
which he said has been tentatively condition could be met under what he
identified as "ink or dye" wastes with called a "hold-harmless'law, placing
a "hot water and chemical base."
the onus on Hoboken alone.

Hoboken's final offer to
the city's firemen is a
three-year contract with
benefits totaling $2,545,
Councilman
Robert
Ranieri, the city's labor
negotiator, disclosed today.
The firemen have set a
vote for Tuesday on
whether to accept the offer
or to seek mediation from
the state Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC).

Firefighters
accept pact f
in Hoboken

20-year-old land use plan

The mayor, however, denied that any
firing would be "politically motivated"
Rather, the mayor said, if any firing
were to be done it would be because of a
lack of "departmental efficiency."
Cappiello said he was concerned about
"proper record-keeping" and "accountability of time," but he declined to
elaborate on those charges or to point a
finger at anyone.
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Dispatch Photo by Bob Kribt

FIRE INSPECTION —Capt. Richard Tremitiedi of the
Hoboken Fire Department leaves an apartment building
yesterday after completing an inspection of the premises for
fire hazards. The department hopes to inspect as many
buildings as possible so preventive measures can be taken.

Asked whether the reports of his imminent firing were true, Bier said yesterday
"he did not know why such rumors should
go around."
"I've done my job," the administrator
said, adding that the mayor should come
out with specific reasons if he wants to
fire him.
Bier said he was "qualified" to fulfill
his duties properly, but said, in an apparent reference to the mayor, that

"there are people who might not be
qualified to judge others."
Bier said he had not intentions to run
"for any office" himself, but added that
he will announce "in due time" any support for a mayoral candidate.
Cappiello last year suspended Bier
briefly after the business administrator
reportedly refused the mayor's order to
sign purchasing orders he said his office
had not cleared first.
Bier was reinstated after the city council's committee on business administration decided that the "lack of cooperation
and open communication" between the
involved parties could be "remedied if
there were improvements."
Bier had refused to approve payment of
several bills to automotive firms that had
supplied parts for police cars to the
police mechanic.
Bier reportedly told the mayor that he
would not sign the purchasing orders
because the police mechanic had not
cleared the purchases through Bier's office.
The mayor, however, told Bier the
parts had been bought on an emergency
basis and told Bier to sign the orders,
which he refused.

Hoboken to press county
to^fumd Veterans Field
Unhappy with the small share of park in Hoboken — and to relieve the
Green Acres funds earmarked for city of the expense of maintaining
Hudson County's tiny Columbus Park the field.
in Hoboken, city officials want the
Ranieri proposed that the board
county to take over adjacent Veterans of education sell the field for $1.
Field — and to assume the costs of upBut the board president, Mary
keep and improvements for the Gaspar. said that while she thinks it is
stadium, now owned and maintained a "terrific idea" to turn over the
by the Hoboken Board of Education. management of Veterans Field to the
With the support of Mayor Steve county, this would probably have to be
Cappiello and Freeholder Vincent done through a lease rather than sale
Fusilli, Councilman Robert Ranieri in order to reserve use of the field for
has requested the school board to Hoboken High School athletic acreturn the playing field to the Board tivities
of Freeholders in order to expand —
Mrs. Gasper said the matter will
the only county park in Hoboken — probably be discussed at tomorrow's
and to relieve the city of the expense
board meeting, starting at 8 p.m. at
of maintaining the field,
1115 Clinton St.
of Freeholders in order to expand
"The field is in absolutely
Columbus Park - the only county
deplorable condition," she said. "We
don't have the money right now to
do much of anything there."
The Hoboken Board of Education
originally bought the field from the
Hudson County Park Commission in
1962 for some $50,000 and later spent
approximately $500,000 to install
bleachers, dressing rooms and a runn. .
7/J//7
ing track, according to Robert Taylor,
school board secretary.
The field, which also contains two
baseball diamonds and two basketball
courts, is located on Grand Street
between Ninth and 10th streets along
the west boundary of Columbus Park
and across Ninth Street from
Starting Tuesday, motorists using
Hoboken High School.
Washington Street or I lth Street in
In a $1.6 million Green Acres park
Hoboken will be able to make right
development program, the Hudson
turns on a red light after coming to a
County division of parks and recreacomplete stop, it was announced totion plans to spend $57,000 in 2.6-acre
day by Thomas Vecchione, head of the
Columbus Park — the smallest of the
city's traffic and signal division.
county's
seven parks — to light two
"It will be a trial under the new
tennis courts and convert them for ice
state law that allows such turns to be
hockey in winter, build new
made," he said. "California has
restrooms and construct a roller rink.
allowed right turns on a red light for
The remainder of the funds would
many years without any major
be
spent
in the three largest parks —
problems."
$939,000 for Lincoln Park in Jersey
Vecchione said that if the trial
City; $311,800 for North Hudson Park
works out successfully a similar trafin North Bergen; and $278,560 for
fic pattern will be set up at First and
Bayonne Park. The program would be
Washington streets.
financed with $800,000 in state Green
He added that Police Chief
Acres funds; $640,000 from the U.S.
George W. Crimmins has approved
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation Asthe trial traffic pattern at 11th and
sistance; and a $160,000 county bond
Washington streets.
issue.
While the trial is under way
"Once again. Hoboken is getting
m o t o r i s t s heading north on
the short end of the stick." said
Washington Street may make a right
Ranieri.
turn on the red light onto 11th Street.
"The mayor and Freeholder
The same applies to motorists
Fusilli have agreed to work on a camheading south on Washington, or east
paign to enlarge the county park
or west on 11th Street, provided they
system in Hoboken so we can get a
come to a complete stop and check for
bigger share of the funds."
oncoming traffic before proceeding.
Adding Veterans Field would double the area of Columbus Park, the
councilman said.

Hoboken trial

set for turns, n
on red light

Hoboken seeking^data
on regional sewerage ^
Although Hoboken last fall endorsed the concept of regional waste
treatment, Mayor Steve Cappiello
says the city wants to know exactly
how much it will pay and what "inSee Editorial:
FACING IT
On Page 12.
put" it will have before it will join a
regional sewage treatment system.
But t h e Hudson R e g i o n a l
Sewerage Authority, which plans to
commission feasibility studies for
regional waste treatment, says it
won't have final cost projections until

U

it

The proposal of a Hudson County
regional sewage treatment system has to
be faced sooner or later.
Why not now?
West New York and North Bergen
still have to pass enabling resolutions to
allow a feasibility study by the Hudson
County Sewerage Authority.
And the problem of what happens to
existing commitments between towns
has to be solved. Hoboken, for example,
has an agreement with Weehawken and
Union City. And West New York also has
an arrangement with Weehawken and
Union, City.
David Bardin, the state environmental commissioner, met recently with the
North Hudson Mayors Council to give a
nudge for the regional plan because the
deadline for filing necessary preliminary
plans jwith the state is Aug. 7.
Bardin's office should have the legal
know how to come up with some of the
answers the North Hudson mayors need.
Someone has to take the first step. If it
does apt come from the North Hudson
Mayors Council, it should come from one
of the mayors or from Bardin's office.

Hoboken
7/23/76

3/. J.

gets sewage
Hoboken aims to
7/aL//7 C
.
sewer line flow into river
ff

A 26-inch sewer line that is dis- Director Raphael P. Vitale said
charging large quantities of an un- that by capping the line the.flow
known substance into the Hudson should back up and help the city esRiver from the Bethlehem Steel tablish where it is coming from.
shipyard in Hoboken should be capped
and the flow stopped by tomorrow
State and federal environmental
afternoon.
agencies could fine the city up to
The city council is expected un- $3,000 a day for allowing the disanimously to pass a resolution at charge, but Mayor Steve Capiello,
tonight's meeting that will release the who brought the problem to their atsteel corporation from any respon- tention in the first place; said today
sibility of liability if it allows that he didn't think fines would be imHoboken to use some of its un- plemented.
derwater wielding equipment to seal
"The city acted responsibly and
off the sewer line.
The pipe is located between docks 5 quickly to the problem," he asserted.
and 6 at the ship repair facility off "I don't think we will be punished for
14th and Hudson streets. However, it the few days that the flow was discharging into the river."
is fully visible only at low tide.
According to a Public Works
Although city officials say they
Department spokesman, the line was don't know what the discharge is, a
believed to be inactive since the source at the city's treatment plant
shipyard installed an all-new sewer said it was raw, untreated sewage,
line system years ago. However, adding that the mixture also possibly
several weeks ago discharge was seen contained amounts of gasoline or oil,
coming from the line, discoloring the or both, judging from the shiny slick
river water for several hundred feet floating out into the river from the
out into the Hudson.
line.
Dye tests were conducted last
weekend by public works personnel to
determine where the flow was
originating. The tests failed in that
respect but did show that the discharge was not coming from the
shipyard.

Hoboken riders to cool it on TNJ63 bus
Hoboken residents who work in
New York City and use Transport of
New Jersey's No. 63 bus to get to their
jobs should be enjoying much cooler
rides for the rest of this summer.
Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
that officials of the bus company have
assured him they are making every
possible effort to see that Hoboken
gets its share of t h e new, airconditioned buses recently acquired
by the company through the state.
"Several of the new buses are
already in service on the HobokenNew York C'ty run and coincide with

the company's written reply to the
city's complaint about the lack of airconditioned vehicles," Cappiello said.
The mayor called the company,
adding a follow-up letter, several j
weeks ago after a number of residents
from the northern section of the city
and Councilman-at-large Francis X.
Leahy had complained that most of
the buses on the run were old and not
air-conditioned.
"The company's response was
that it was having problems with its
summer maintenance schedule and
keeping its air-conditioned vehicles
o p e r a t i o n a l . " he c o n t i n u e d .
"However, we were promised that
every effort would be made to put
some of the new vehicles on the run.
The promise has been kept, but we'll
keep watching to make sure that it
continues throughout the rest of the
summer."

City hopesteckup in capping^}
sewer pipe^rriay lead to source\
The Hoboken City Council has approved an agreement with Bethlehem
Steel Corp. to cap a 30-inch sewer pipe
on the firm's waterfront property to
stop raw sewage from entering the
Hudson River.
The council agreed, at its meeting
last night, to waive its right to
damages from the company for any
problems or injuries that might arise
from the work. Under the agreement
the city will seal the pipe and

Bethlehem Steel will provide the
equipment,
Existence of the pipe, between
piers five and six, was unknown until
recently when sewage was discovered
flowing into the river, making the city
liable to a $3,000 a day fine for breaking environmental regulations.
!
City officials say they hope that
capping the pipe will cause the
mystery line to back up so that its
source can be discovered and corrected.

plant fund
The state Department of Environmental Protection yesterday approved
Hoboken's $582,700 grant application to
rebuild its 11th st. sewage pumping station destroyed in an explosion last
September.
The grant now needs final approval by
the federal Environmental Protection
Agency before the money is released to
the city.
Quick EPA approval of the grant "is a
foregone conclusion," according to
Mayor Steve Cappiello.
The explosion caused millions of
gallons to flow into the Hudson River
before the city installed temporary
pumps to divert the sewage from the
river and back up into the city's main
plant on 16th st. for processing.
Cappiello said yesterday the temporary
bypasses have been "very costly" and
city officials are drawing up a bill that
might be presented to whoever was
responsible for the explosion.
Cappiello declined to name the responsible party, saying only that "claims will
be made where proper."
According to an engineer's report
released shortly after the explosion, accidental pumping of flammable ink into
Hoboken's sewer system may have been
responsible for the explosion.
Representatives of the Alco Gravure
Printing Co. reportedly met with city officials after the explosion and told them
that several thousand gallons of printing
ink were accidentally spilled into the
sewer system.

the studies are completed late next
year.
Cappiello said Hoboken is wary of
getting locked into a regional sewage
treatment system if the city would
have little control over rates.
The mayor pointed to Hoboken's
dependence for water on Jersey City,
which demanded a 212 per cent increase in bulk water rates before
finally negotiating a 75 per cent increase.
Cappiello noted that the city council resolution endorsing regional
waste treatment was approved in October, 1975, before Hoboken's experience with the Jersey City water
rate increase.
"An attempt was made to foist
this new water price on us," he said.
"Are we going to get into a regional
sewerage plan and then be told later
what prices we have to pay?
"1 and some members of the city
council now want to take a new look
and see exactly what Hoboken's cost
would be in such a regional plan," the
mayor said. "We also want, what
rights and what inputs we would have,
to be more clearly spelled out."
Cappiello said that cost estimates
for the construction of a regional
sewerage system have ranged from
$200 million to $400 million. He added:
"1 don't think anybody can predict the
true costs when they can't predict
what will happen with the inflationary
spiral."
Hoboken and Hudson County's
other municipalities have been
ordered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to add secondary
treatment to their waste treatment
facilities.
Hoboken's problematic 16th
Street treatment plant now provides
only primary sewage treatment and
estimates for upgrading the plant to
include secondary treatment have
ranged up to $12 million.
Meanwhile, the Hudson Regional
Sewerage Authority plans on Aug. 9 to
receive proposals from seven consulting firms for feasibility studies
for implementation of a regional
water waste treatment system.
After review of the proposals by
an independent committee, the
authority's board of commissioners
will select three consultants to conduct studies for the county's three
sewerage districts. Hoboken is in the
third district, which also includes
parts of Union City, Weehawken, Guttenberg, West New York and the
eastern part of North Bergen.
The studies will evaluate the existing systems of sewage treatment
and will explore the possible location,
types and costs of new facilities that
will be needed to meet the county's
sewage treatment needs over the next
20 years, according to Richard Jenney, executive director of the county
authoritv.
The studies will also investigate
the costs of upgrading existing plants
to provide secondary treatment and
of building new facilities.
Jenney said the county sewerage
authority is the only agency in Hudson
County eligible to receive 75 per cent
federal funding for construction of
new sewage treatment facilities. If
Hoboken or other municipalities upgrade their plants independently, they
would not be eligible for the matching
federal aid, he said.
However, a " s u b d i s t r i c t "
program, consisting of several
municipalities within one of the county's three sewerage districts, could
receive federal funds if approved by
the county sewerage authority, Jenney said.
Meanwhile, mechanical problems
continue in Hoboken's 18-year-old
treatment plant.
The sprocket system in one of the
three treatment tanks had to be
repaired two weeks ago at a cost of
some $200, said Public Works Director Raphael Vitale.
"There's no denying the plant
needs a major overhaul," Vitale said.
"If we don't regionalize sewage treatment, the city will have to make the
repairs. With regionalization, the
county sewerage authority would be
responsible."
Just repairing the plant to continue primary treatment could cost $1
million, Vitale said. Renovating it to
provide the federally-required secondary treatment could cost another $8
million to $12 million, he said.

Vitale acts to sweep Shore Road*$
The best street in Hoboken is without a doubt the
seven-block-long Shore Road, recently rehabilitated
with almost 1300 000 from fhf> fprtpral Offirp of
Economic Opportunity. But city officials have started
to worry that they might not be able to keep it that way
unless they can start exercising better control.
Opened for public use since the beginning of this
month, assorted debris has accumulated along both
sides from Fourth Street to 11th Street. According to a
Department of Public Works source, the street has not
been swept or the litter along the sides picked up since
the July Fourth weekend.
Public Works Director Raphael P. Vitale said he
was moving immediately to correct that.
"I'm trying to work the area into the weekly
shcedule of our street sweepers so that it gets swept on
both sides at least once a week," he said. "In the meantime, we'll have someone sweep by hand and pick up the
litter."

Vitale said that the road would have to be posted
with signs alerting motorists who park there to the days
it will be swept. But even if the signs weren't imnipriintoly available, the sweeper truck would go around
the parked cars, he said.
Parking at the 11th Street end of the roadway is
another problem, according to Mayor Steve Cappiello,
the city's public safety director. He said that there is no
sidewalk along the northern end of the road and the
parked cars force pedestrians to walk in the street.
"I am having the law department look into this,"
said the mayor.
' Cars have always parked along the side of the road
for as long as I can remember," he continued. "But
we're not sure if it was through some legal contract or
just one of those verbal agreements that was honored
over the years and became common and accepted practice."
The mayor said he believed that most of the cars
belonged to employes of the Maxwell House Coffee
plant who were allowed to park there by the Shore
Railroad, which had owned most of the roadway until it
turned over to the city last year.
Cappiello said the law department has been instructed to look into the situation, find out what the
legal aspects are, and then make suggestions as to what
the city can do to exercise whatever control is needed to
keep Shore Road clean, safe and properly maintained.

PBA padlocks stand on grievance
Hoboken officials have promised
sed to
to correct the conditions that prompted the Policemen's Benevolent Association (PBA) to file a grievance against the city. But
PBA President James Behrens says the grievance will
not be withdrawn until the promise has been fulfilled.
The grievance was prompted by the theft of a .45
caliber pistol from the locker of a patrolman-last Friday
evening. The accused thief, a juvenile working for the
city in one of its summer programs, has been caught
and the gun accounted for. However, Behrens says that
poor security in the locker room area permitted the
theft to happen and must be tightened up to prevent a
recurrence.
Also cited in the grievance was the general poor
condition of the locker room area and the lack of adequate toilet facilities.
Behrens said that he has been assured by Police
Chief George W. Crimmins and Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale that immediate action would be taken
on the matter — and an effort was made to deliver. City
employes resumed working on a new shower room and
toilet facility in the ground floor police area at City Hall
yesterday morning.
A departmental order was put out by Crimmins
notifying all men that they must have adequate locks on
their lockers, which must be locked when not in use. The
order also stated that Lt. Anthony Romano, the chief's
aide, would make periodic inspections of the lockers to
make sure the order was being followed.
But Behrens said the chief's order actually wasn't
necessary.

"If any of the men use their lockers to store their
weapons or personal belongings of value you can be assured that they are adequately locked," he asserted.
' 'Many men don't bother using the lockers any more and
prefer to keep their weapons and change of uniform at
home. The area is dirty and it's hard to keep things
stored in the lockers clean."
Behrens vowed the grievance would stand until the
conditions cited in it are fully corrected.
"The conditions are not things that just came up,"
he said. "They have been a sore point with" the PBA for
years and there have been a lot of promises of action in
the past that were very slow in coming about, if they
came about at all.
"When the conditions are corrected, the grounds for
the grievance will be eliminated, and the matter will be
settled. Until then, it stands."

Vow River Road to stay clean
7/JJ-/7C
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Mayor
Steve CapAmico has long talked of building
New or expanded municipal
piello said the city will seek between
a
U-shaped
town
hall
around
the
prebuildings, sewer improvements and a
$8 and $15 million for the conversion
shopping mall were among the pro- sent 76-year-old structure. The old of the old Erie Lackawanna Railroad
building
would
be
demolished
when
jects being mentioned by Hoboken
terminal into a shopping mall and
and North Hudson officials today as construction was completed.
recreation area.
they prepared to seek funds under the
North Bergen Mayor Peter Mocnew federal public works bill.
co said the federal money would be
"This will be under the economic
Earlier this week Congress spent on a court-mandated improved development portion of the bill," said
overrode President Ford's veto of the s^wer system, including pumping sta- the mayor. "Our application hasbeefl
measure, which is expected to tions, mains and feeder lines. A se- ready for several months, just
provide New. Jersey with up to $250 condary priority would be the re- waiting for something to happen on,
million for construction projects.
construction of badly-deteriorating this in Washington."
Mayor Charles Miller of streets.
He said Hoboken also will seek
Weehawken said his major concern is
Vast repairs of the Union City
expanding the facilities at the sewer system and catch basins also funds for such projects as a contownship's municipal building, which were envisioned by Commissioner solidated city garage, restoration of
he said are overcrowded. Miller es- Robert C. Botti, public works direc- the old city hall and rehabilitation of
the Jefferson Street recreation
timated that the cost for the expantor. Botti said he had been pushing for center. He also felt the projects will
sion would run close to $2 million.
pasage of the legislation since it was open numerous opportunities for
If Secaucus is successful in getting aid, it would apply it to construc- introducted and said an added benefit employment in the construction
tion of a new municipal building, will be the amount of employment it trade.
will generate.
Mayor Paul Amico reported.
A

The PBA executive said at least
seven "counter-offers" submitted by
the PBA to the city met with the same
answer from Ranieri — "the city has
no money."
Council President Martin J. Brennan said he has no intention of sitting
down with the PBA negotiating team
and he insists there's no reason for
any other councilman to participate
either.
Brennan said that Ranieri has
"full authority" to bargain for the
council and to speak in its name. Also,
he said, the city has hired Jersey City
attorney Frank Hayes as a professional negotiator to assist Ranieri.
Brennan conceded, however, that
Hayes has missed several sessions
due to illness and that Councilmen-atlarge Bernard Scrivani and Francis
Leahy removed themselves early on
from a city-police bargaining committee.

n

I

Hoboken has
now sprung
another leak

PBA asks councilmen
/
sit in on negotiations
"Ehe Hoboken Patrolman's
Benevolent Association (PBA) wants
someone besides Councilman-at-large
Robert Ranieri to negotiate with at a
mediation session slated for Aug. 3,
but they'll have to settle for Ranieri.
Ftl. James Behrens, PBA president, showed up at last night's City
Council caucus to p r e s s the
membership's point that other lawmakers sit in on the bargaining talks
to speed the breaking of an impasse
between the parties.
Behrens also was upset about
reports of certain municipal
employes collecting "time-and-ahalf" or "double-time" for overtime
work performed during "Operation
Sail" on the July 4 weekend while city
bluecpats, he said, got only "straight
time" pay for their labors.
"You get a different story
depending on whom you talk to," said
Behrens.

J.f;

Hoboken's River Road, recently spruced up and
resurfaced with a $300,000 grant from the federal Office
of Economic Development, is again litter-free and
Public Works Director Raphael P. Vitale intends to
keep it that way.
Starting tomorrow and every Friday thereafter, one
of the city's two mechanical street sweeper trucks will
clean both sides of the waterfront roadway, the director
said. And in between, the area will be hand swept and
litter picked up by department workmen.
A crew of more than a dozen youngsters from one of
the city's summer employment programs started the
cleanup Tuesday after the conditions along the street
were brought to Vitale's attention. Fourth Ward Councilman Louis Francone supervised the effort.

The Good Life
Leonard Jones and Theresa Lopet get a hug from Hoboken Mayor Steve Capplello to
go with the free lunches distributed by the North Hudson Community Action Program
(CAP) and North Hudson Mayors Council to needy youngsters. Hoboken children
received the meals dally at 11 sites around the city.

Water in increasing quantities
has started seeping through a concrete retaining wall on River Road,
Hoboken, just below the city's Little
League field and is threatening one of
the city's sewage pumping stations,
Publics Works Director Raphael P.
Vitale said today.
The wall encompasses the cutfield area of the field and follows the
countour of Fourth Street as it curves
down to River Road.
"The leak has been there for
awhile," said Vitale. "But it was
minor. More like seepage than a leak.
Lately, however, the flow has been
steadily increasing and I'm concerned
that it if gets much worse it could get
into the pumping station and damage
the electrical wiring."
Vitale said that the electrical controls for the pumping station are
housed in a vault built into the wall.
The vault faces River Road.
According to Vitale, the city
doesn't know yet where the water is
coming from.
"We had it tested and it's fresh
and pure," he said. "That rules out a
break in a sewer line, at least in any
lines that might be close to the wall.
However, the break might be further
away and the ground acting as a
filter.
Vitale said the city's building inspector, James Caulfield, and water
department foreman, James Murnane, are checking the problem out.

Hoboken book depicts 'charisma'
By AUDREY HAINFELD
"1 sat on my stoop the other night," says
Hoboken's historian, John J. Heaney, "and
would you believe, there were so many new
faces passing by."
It must have been an off night, because
Heaney has a lot of neighbors who've been
there for a long time, and he certainly has a lot
of friends.
In some ways, this is indicative of the new
Hoboken - at least for the "Mile Square
City's" oldtimers. Not that Heaney considers
himself an " o l d t i m e r " — at least not
chronologically — but, having spent most of his
life in Hoboken, he has seen a lot of Hudson
River water flow by Castle Point.
John has a special devotion to two things —
his church, Holy Innocents Episcopal — and his
city. Not so much the Hoboken of today, but the
city of days gone by — a city filled with charming brownstones, tree-lined streets and
beautiful architecture maintained the way it
should be.
John Heaney's Hoboken is a reminisence
about the Stevens Family and the Elysian
Fields of Colonial days, the cobblestoned, treelined streets and row houses, the old
restaurants, boat clubs and other points of in-

terest, along with the city's schools and
churches.
"True, the cobblestoned streets and mud impeded progress," but somehow, John recalls,
"it was a city with charm, or what we would
call today charisma'."
This is the Hoboken John Heaney has written
about in his 176-page history entitled "The
Bicentennial Comes to Hoboken." He has filled
the book with historical anecdotes and stories
about the people who made Hoboken history
along with more than 200 pictures of old street
srenps homes and Dublic buildings.
These are pictured as they were in their halcyon days.
"So many new people are moving into
Hoboken," John explains, 'that I felt certain
they would want to become acquainted with
their city as it used to be — sort of background
material as it were. For those of us who've
been around awhile, it's a trip down memory
lane."
He has been researching the book for the
Hoboken Bicentennial Committee for the past
two years, and it contains many anecdotes
about the famous and near famous who once
peopled the city.
Of course, the Stevens Family predominates,
and Heaney explains this by asking, "How
could anyone possibly write a history of
Hoboken and overlook the accomplishments,
generosity and just plain activity of one of the
nation's first families?"
John Heaney lives in a brownstone house
"uptown" where years ago his father would
have said, "only the swells resided." He can
remember his grandfather describing how
buildings in the city were draped in black when
President Lincoln died.
He can remember a lot of other things about
his father, too. Like when Joe Heaney used to
tell his son that he was lucky to have shoes on
his feet as a kid. This is the other side of the
"good old days" that people today have a
tendency to overlook.
America has been very good to the Heaney
Family, John feels, and he is grateful to his
country for the opportunities it provides. He is
very strong on patriotism, and the Heaney
home is always decorated with flags on every
holiday. He even put up a large flag which once
flew over historic St. Paul's Chapel in lower
Manhattan in celebration of the nation's Birthday.

The Heaney home at 16911th st. is always
flag-bedecked on holidays. This is how it
appeared for the recent July 4 Bicentennial celebration.

Heaney doesn't think expressions of
patriotism are "corny", but rather feels that
America is such a wonderful country, no one
should be ashamed to let the world know how
much they appreciate it. whether they were
born here or not.
Next to his church and country, Heaney's
devotion goes to his home, which he shares
with his best girl, "Blackie," a friendly little
dog who is his constant companion.
During
the day he is head archivist ior a British bank
in downtown Manhattan
Hours and hours of preparation have gone
into his book published with the aid of Hoboken
merchants and businessmen. "The book is being sold for $5.00 due to the large quantity of
photographic material it contains," Heaney
explains He would like to start a Hoboken
historical society with any profits realized, to
preserve the many interesting sites in the city.
As the Hoboken historian, John Heaney
perhaps knows more about the "Mile Square
City " than anyone else in it. He has collected
volumes of history gleaned from spending
hours with the late Col. Basil M. Stevens when
the pair worked on into the night compiling
data and doing research on Stevens Family
papers.
He has also enjoyed a fine friendship with
Mr. and Mrs. James Tully of Montclair (Mrs.
Tully is Col. Stevens' daughter!, and has had
time to cull through the family papers in her
collection.
In addition, Heaney spent hours at the
Hoboken Library going over old photos to
select what he felt were most indicative of life
in Hoboken a century or more ago.
"It isn't easy to produce a book oi this kind,"
Heaney claims, "no matter what you do in
limited space, you're bound to leave something
out - or even have a couple of 'bloopers.'
The book has been going quite well. "Since
we only got it from the printers on July 4,
we're now getting it distributed," he says.
Local Washington st. shops like Umland's,
People's Photo Studio and the Delita Book
Store currently have the book available, and
the bookstore at Stevens Institute of
Technology also has copies on hand, as does
Terminal Printing Co. and the St. Mary
Hospital gift shop.
In West New York, it is available at the
Plaza Book Store, and in Union City Garden
State News also has copies.
But he is grateful to the people who made the
book possible and hopes that it will serve
future generations "long after I'm gone" to
provide them with a peek into the past to see
what Hoboken was like once upon a time.

Sixteen Hoboken firemen are hoping against hope that Mayor Steve
Cappiello will make an lllh hour commitment to promote six of them to the
rank of captain before the current
Civil Service list of eligibies expires.
The list, formulated in 1974, expires at midnight Sunday. After that,
if the city wishes to make any promotions it must call for a new Civil Service examination and then 16 men on
the current list must take and pass
the new test if they still wish to be
^considered.
For the last two months, several
of the firefighters on the list have
been seeing Cappiello two or three
times a week in his office to plead
their cases but they haven't received
any commitment from the mayor.
According to some of the men. the

fire department has six vacancies for
fire captain under current manning. A
few of the candidates feel they are the
victims of internal politics within the
department.
One claimed that the mayor said
that some other firefighters had come
lo him asking that no promotions be
made.
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John J. Heaney relaxes with his favorite companion
"Blackie" in the living room of his comfortable brownstone, while he reads a copy of "The Bicentennial Comes to
Hoboken." A history buff for years, next to Hoboken his
favorite city is Philadelphia.

"We assume that these persons
• were selfishly motivated." he said.
"They probably aren't on the list of
eligibles and want the opportunity to
take the test themselves. If the city
fills the six vacancies now. it will
probably be several years before
another test and list of eligibles will
be needed and that's all the more
reason for them to lobby against any
appointments now.
Cappiello. who is also the city's
public safety director, confirmed that
some other firemen not on the list had
urged the city to hold off the promotions. He would not say who they were
but added their effort hadn't affected
his thinking.
"The only question to be resolved
is whether or not we need more fire
captains right now," he said. "I am
still undecided but I hope to settle the
matter in my own mind before the list
expires and the issue is decided for
me."

The mayor added that should he
decide that appointments will be
made, it is very unlikely there will be
more than one or two.

Rcmieri's whereabouts
bou
trigger varied answer
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Where is Hoboken councilman Robert
Ranieri?
I Mayor Steve Cappiello reportedly says
Ranieri is in the hospital. Council President
Martin Brennan says the last he's heard the
councilman was vacationing at the seashore.
The Hoboken Police Benevolent Assn. is anxious to get the answer to R a n i e r i ' s
whereabouts because the councilman, who is
the city's sole labor negotiator, has a date Aug.
3 with a state mediator to discuss stalled contract talks with the bluecoats.
PBA president James Behrens made it clear
at last night's council meeting that his men
will not stand for a postponement of the
meeting with Herbert Haber, a mediator from
the state Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC).
Telling the council yesterday he had been informed that Cappiello had called Haber to discuss a possible postponement of the labor talks
because Ranieri is in the hospital, Behrens said

his men "will not reschedule the meeting with
Haber."
The PBA president, who received no affirmative reply to his request that another councilman sit in for Ranieri should he fail to be
around Aug. 3, hinted the city was trying to
stall in its contract negotiations with the
police.
Behrens said that "under no conditions will,
we accept a contract without a raise the first
year," when asked whether his men would accept a contract offer along the lines of the contract accepted by the city's firemen Tuesday
night.
Firemen voted by a narrow 30-24 margin to
accept a three-year pact hiking their salaries
by about 16 per cent, with no salary increase
this year.
Firemen and the city came to terms without
the help of a outside mediator.
According to sources, the PBA has asked for
a 25 per cent across-the-board raise spread
over three years, while the city has reportedly
offered a 15 or 16 per cent wage hike.

Water line repairs
ih second phase
THe second phase of Hoboken's
water line recovery program is under
*way\ Public Works Director Raphael
P. '^jtale said today.
Workmen from the Ameron Corp. of
Kehilworth have started laying out
above ground auxiliary water lines in
the southern section of the city which
will be used to supply residents and
commercial firms with water while
they work on the city's underground
lines.
And with the start of the work
comes a warning from the director
for pedestrians to be "extra careful"
and watch where they are walking.
".We had a number of residents injured last year when the first phase of
the program was under way," he said.
"They tripped over the above-ground
lines and fell. Every effort was made
to place the lines in the street, flush to
the curb. However, in some cases
parked cars made this impossible and
forced the lines to be installed at
sidewalk level, next to the curbline."
The second phase of the program
is being paid for through an $890,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. It
supplements the $3.1 million replacement program started last summer
and finished in the fall.
"Primarily, the work will be the
same as done last summer except it

will be on streets that we had to leave
out then because we didn't have
enough money," said Vitale. "Most of
the work will be done on Harrison
Street, Jefferson Street, Washington
Street, Bloomfield Street, River
Street and Park Avenue, fromj
Observer Highway to Fifth Street. I
"It will consist of replacing some)
old lines, relining some old mains
with cement, the installation of approximately 80 new water gates, and
12 new fire hydrants."
Ameron's bid to do the work was
$738,000 and leaves the city with
$150,000 which Vitale hopes he can use
to eliminate some water line
problems not included in the project
area.
"I'd like to repair or replace all of
the water lines along Park Avenue,
from Fifth to 11th streets, if the
federal government approves," he
disclosed.
"The city has had a number of bad
water breaks, especially around
Ninth Street and Park Avenue, which
leads us to belive that most of that
line is in pretty bad condition and
should be replaced."
Vitale said the matter is being
taken up with federal authorities
since the main project area is south of
Fifth Street and the projected work
would be north of the area.

Hobokengets OK
on pumping station
After months of delay, the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) has finally approved Hobuken's application for
$582,700 to replace the sewage pumping station at 11th and Hudson streets
which was destroyed by an explosion
last September.
The approval was announced
yesterday by state DEP Commissioner David Burdin. The application
now goes to the Region II office of the
U.S. Environmental Protection
("Agency (EPA) in New York City for
its approval.
That approval is considered a formality by city officials since they
were verbally notified almost two
months ago by EPA representatives
that the application met with their approval.
According to a city spokesman,
the application to the state DEP was
misplaced or overlooked in Trenton
for several months.
The $582,700 represents approximately 85 per cent of the anticipated
cost of lhe project. The remaining
money — approximately $93,000 —

The old Holland-America piers at
Fifth and Sixth Streets, whose present
owner, the city contends, owes taxes
dating back to iy?4, have nad a tenant
since late last month.
Frank Bartletta, Hoboken revenue
and finance director, wants the city to
take legal action so it can collect the rent
being paid by the owners of the large
grain ship moored at the piers. The basis
for such action is Hoboken's contention
that the owner owes taxes and the city
has a tax lien against the property.
Yet it is by no means certain that
legal action will follow swiftly. Past
practice in such matters has been to
refer such matters to the law department. Hoboken, however, does not have
a full legal staff. Its lawyers are parttime, in one day and elsewhere the next.
At times of crisis situations, the city has
hired an outside lawyer.
If the law department is to have any
kind of effectiveness, it should have — at
a minimum — one full-time lawyer to
provide continuity in the day-to-day
operation and administration of the law
department. This would prove not only
more effective and businesslike but less
expensive, too.

Wants sweeper
path cleared
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Hoboken firemen sweating out
rapidly expiring promotion list

Get a lawyer

will have u> come from the city
treasury.
"We could'apply to the state DEP
for the funds but we understand that it
doesn't have it. at least not at this
time." the spokesman said. "And we
can't wait to get this job started until
it does. The city's been renting auxiliary pumps to handle the sewage for
almost 10 months as it is."
The spokesman said thut there
was a possibility that Hoboken could
get a reimbursement from the state
DEP if funds became available in the
state budget for next year.
Hoboken expects to be formally
notified in writing by the EPA of its
approval wilhin a few weeks.
However, the actual cash payment
may take a l i t t l e longer*, the
spokesman said. The EPA usually requires a formal impact siudy be done
first on the proposed work before it
releases the funds The spokesman
added that he believed such a study
was already being complied by the
engineering firm of Mayo. Lynch and
Associates.

Hoboken's streets are not
being cleaned properly
because the mayor and city
council refuse to reinstate
the towing-away of cars
that block the path of the
street-sweeping trucks,
Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale said today.
The city spent $80,000 for
two new sweepers several
months ago, but Vitale said
they can't do the job right
because there are too many
cars in the way despite the
warning signs which post
the hours and days of the
week when the curbs are to
be left clear.
The $10 fines which
replaced the towing-away
18 months ago have proved
to be inadequate as a
deterrent. Vitale declared.
In the days when cars
blocking the sweeper
trucks were towed away,
compliance was much better, and workers were able
to clean the gutters of litter

and dirt much more effectively, he asserted.
Vitale said it is not true
that the newer cars cannot
be towed away when left
locked.
"They do it in New
York," he said. "They have
a way. So why can't it be
done in Hoboken? Over
there it costs you $100—$25
for the fine plus $75 to get
your car back after it has
been towed away. Maybe
we ought to try a little of
that."
The director disagreed
with Mayor Steve Cappiello, who had discontinued the towing on the
ground that it was "hard on
the residents."
" P e o p l e a r e being
pampered too much,"
Vitale declared. "If you let
people get away with
anything, they'll keep on
doing it."

Firemen file suit
to get promotions
Six Hoboken firemen are making
a last ditch effort to get promoted to
fire captain by taking the city to court
for failing to make the promotions
before the Civil Service list of eligibles expired.
Peter Rosen, a Parsippany attorney, has obtained a show cause
order in Hudson County Superior
Court directing the city to appear tentatively on Aug. 12 and explain why
the appointments shouldn't be made.
In the same action, Rosen obtained Friday a restraining order
prohibiting Civil Service from retiring the names of the six firemen from

the list of eligibles until the court
matter has been resolved.
The list was three years old at
midnight last night and contained the
names of 26 men in the department
eligible for appointment. However,
the restraining order applies only to
the first six names on it since that is
the current number of vacancies in
the grade of captain.

Parties to the suit are, in order of
their position on the list Alan Brause,
Charles Ebersole, Eugene Failla,
John Lewis, Patrick O'Brien, and
Ernest Prudente.

Hoboken traffic
may lack authorization
A vast majority of the traffic
signs in Hoboken — including stop
signs, no parking signs and other
regulatory warnings — may be illegal
according to a survey now being taken
by the police department's Traffic
and Signal Division, it was learned today.
Thomas Vecchione, head of the
division, said that many of the signs
are "just there."
"It appears many of the signs
were put up without any of the necessary paperwork and approvals required to make them legal," he said.
"The survey is in its preliminary
stages at this time so it is difficult to
say how many illegal signs there are.
But based on what we have already

done, it looks like more than

half." Vecchione said that signs
that had been put up in the last five or
six years were all probably legal and
that city had been following the
proper procedures.
"Most of the problem is with the
older signs," he continued. "Years
ago, if some property owners
wanted a stop sign on their street corner they asked for it and usually got it
in a few days. No one bothered passing ordinances authorizing the sign or
getting clearance from the state—all
that's required to make the signs,
binding." b> apMe of the

questionable legality of some of the
signs, Vecchione warned motorists
that they should obey them all for the
time being.
"Not all of the old signs are illegal," He explained. "The one some
motorists decides to ignore just might
be one of the legal ones, so it's better
to be safe than sorry."
The survey was started in compliance with a new federal highway
program designed to standardize all
traffic signs throughout the country
by 1978. Federal funds will be
available to the city to replace all of
its legal stop signs, pedestrial crossings and school zones, bus stops, fire
zones, no parking, and one way street
markers.
Hoboken motorists who find that
they had received a ticket in the past
for ignoring an illegal sign shouldn't
count on getting a refund of their fine
from the city.
A spokesman for the city's violations bureau said that it would be extremely difficult to go through all of
the tickets issued looking for persons
who were cited for ignoring an illegal
sign.
But before that, the city's law
department would have to rule on
whether or not such an effort should
be made. Law Director Lawrence
Florio was not immediately available
for comment.

In their sworn affidavits the men
claim that the city has provided funds
to cover the salaries of the men if
promoted, and that the union contract
with the city requires it to fill vacancies by promotions within 30 days
after a superior has resigned or
retired.
Mayor Steve Cappiello declined to
comment on the action. The mayor
explained that it wasn't done until
late Friday afternoon and he hadn't
seen the formal paperwork. The
mayor said he would take the matter
up with the law department today.

Discolored
water 'til fall
in Hoboken
Hoboken residents were today
warned that they can look forward to
discolored water for the remainder of
the summer as a result of the second
phase of the city's water line replacement and repair program.
Public Works Director Raphael
P. Vitale said that, in spite of the discoloration, the water is fit to drink
and using in cooking.
"As the men work on the lines,
sediment that has been accumulating
in them for years will be stirred up,",
he explained. "There isn't any way of
avoiding it while the work is going
on."
Vitale said that the city went
through the same problem last summer when the first phase of the
program was under way without any
major problems. He added that the
water will be tested several times
each day by the city's chemist to
make sure it is safe for use.
"If people find that the discoloration distrubs them so that they can't
drink the water, I suggest they place a
quantity in a large bottle for a few
hours," he continued. "The sediment
will settle to the bottom and the water
can be poured off."

Hoboken to fence off
Grand Street dumo

1/

Friday to clean up the area and
secure it so no one else dumps there.
The city uses part of the area as a
gathering site for litter it collects on
weekdays. The litter is placed in large
containers and hauled away by a
private carting company to the dump
in Kearny. Numerous small, but
troublesome fires have been reported
in the dumping area.
However, when the city wasn't
dumping there others, without
authorization, were.
Vitale said that this will be corrected by putting up two large gates
across Grand Street at 16th and 17th
streets. The city will do the work
itself, purchasing only the materials
needed.
"The gates will be locked from 4
p.m. to 8 a.m. of the following morning," said Vitale. "Those are the
hours the city doesn't need the site for
dumping. The key will be given to the
police after it has been locked up in
case there is need during the 16-hour
span for emergency vehicles to get in
m

A one-block stretch of Grand
Street, between 16th and 17th streets
in Hoboken, will be fenced off at both
ends to prevent unauthorized persons
from getting into the area and dumping rubbish, Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale said today.
According to the director, the
area has been cleaned out by the
department and that should avoid the
threat made by city firefighters to
respond to fires at the scene but not to
fight them.
"I had men working on it all
weekend," he said, "My foremen
told me yesterday morning that most
of the litter and rubbish has been
picked up. However, the mounds of
dirt are still there to serve as a dam
for the leak in one of the processing
tanks at the sewage treatment plant."
City firemen gave the city until

there."

Hoboken
hunts origin
of sewage
Although the Hoboken City Council approved a resolution releasing
the Bethlehem Steel Corp. of any
responsibility if it allowed the city to
use some of its eauiDment to close a
sewer line of undetermined origin
that is dumping sewage into the Hudson River, it may be several more
days before the work is done.
According to a city spokesman,
the council resolution and release
were turned over to company officials
at the corporation's ship repair facility but they, in turn, had to send the
paperwork to the company s home office in Bethlehem, Pa., for clearance
by its legal staff.
"We don't know how long that's
going to take," he said. "It could be
today or the end of the week,
depending on how soon they get to
studying the release, and whether or
not they're satisfied with it."
The sewer line is located in the
shipyard between docks 5 and 6. The
line does not show on any city maps
and dye tests have determined that
the line is not coming from the
shipyard. However, the tests have
failed to show where the sewage is
coming from.
Hoboken plans to borrow some
underwater welding equipment from
Bethlehem and use it to build a
removable cap for the line. It will
consist of a plastic air bag that will be
stuffed into the line with a metal
sheet which will go over the end and
keep the bag in place. The sheet will
be removable.
Once the line is blocked it is expected the sewage will back up and
eventually lead the city to the point of
origin, according to Mayor Steve Cappiello.
"If blocking the line creates a
health hazard at the other end we will
be able to open it again," he said.
"This means the sewage will be going
into the river again but that would be
less dangerous than exposing individuals to the untreated gtewage."
The discharge was noticed coming from the line several weeks ago
and reported to state and federal environmental agencies by the mayor.
It was believed that the discharge was
a recently new development. -1
But according to one city offical,
some veteran shipyard workers he
talked with claim that the waste has
been coming out of the line for years.
"They never said anything
because no one else did," he said.
"They just assumed that everybody
knew it was there and it was a normal
and accepted situation."
Could such a line, discharging unknown gallons of sewage into the
river, go unnoticed for years?

Will the city have someone stand
watch to make sure no one breaks in
and dumps during the night?
Mayor Steve Cappiello said he has
instructed Vitale to put watchmen at
the gates during the night hours. "The
director has enough men in the
department for this," said the mayor.
However, Vitale said he felt that
the police should check the area,
"I have the manpower if you
count bodies," said Vitale. "But most
of the ones I could spare are
youngsters working in summer
programs. I don't think they should be
working nights or at a job that req u i r e s s o m e o n e with police
authority."
Vitale said he would work the
matter out with the mayor.

Why the delay?
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Did Hoboken do everything it could
before it doubled the sewerage rate to
cover a $30,000 sewage operations deficit
last year?
Most of the deficit is due to the fact
that Hoboken treats sewage from Union
City and Weehawken for $60,000 a year
although it costs $250,000 to furnish this
service. Hoboken property owners have
to make up the balance of $190,000.
Hoboken is bound by a 35-year contract
signed 18 vears ago in pre-inflation days.
Three years ago the Hoboken City
Council authorized the city's law department to sue to break the contract and, if
necessary, to hire special counsel to do
it. Absolutely nothing was done.
Last January the mayor had the
council renewthis authorization.
Again, nothing was done. Three weeks
ago the council wrote to the law director
instructing him to proceed with a lawsuit.
The law director says he is still
studying the feasibility of such a suit and
has not had time to complete his study
partly because his office has other
pending legal matters.
It is clear that the special counsel
already authorized should be hired and if
the law director does not want to hire
him, the council should insist on it,
rather than simply sending memoranda
to him.
The Hoboken property owners who
are stuck for the $190,000 a year and who
have just had their sewerage rates
doubled are entitled to such action.

"It's distinctly possible," said the
official. "The line and discharge are
fully visible only at full/low tide. An
hour or so eitner way ana me discharge would be going directly into
the river and would go unnoticed unless you got fairly close to the line and
could see the discoloration of the
water. From a distance you wouldn't
see it."

A better Hoboken
Hoboken's City Council will have a
clear opportunity to help bring about a
better Hoboken when it passes upon a
proposal to build 32 two-family homes.
Few such residences have been built
in 30 vears, a fact which has contributed
to the image of Hoboken as a city of
tenements and apartments.
The city's Community Development
Agency is planning the development of
an entire block as a pilot project which
would be continued later at various locations on property the city already owns.
The proposal has everything in its
favor and it deserves early Council approval,
f, J,

Hoboken wants

will let 9
lot burn
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V • • • (T* • w - - —- —who doesn't pay tiis rents leave the
BY PETER HALLAM
premises," continued the director.
Hoboken Revenue and Finance "If that's true, perhaps the Coast
Director Frank J. Bartletta is check- Guard will tow the ship away from
ing with the city's law department to- the pier."
day to see if the city can ask the
Bartletta still doesn't know how
Coast Guard to tow away a large much rent the ship owner, the Newgrain ship that has been docked at the port Tanker Corp., is paying to dock
Fifth Street Pier since June 24.
the ship. He said that the ship owners
"Notice was sent to the owners wouldn't tell him, nor would represenlast month that the property has a tatives of the owners of the pier.
city tax lien on it and that all rents
Meanwhile, it was learned that
and mooring fees should be paid to the the state Division of Tax Appeals has
city, not the owner of the pier," said dismissed the pier owner's appeal of
Bartletta.
the city's assessment of more than
"A rent payment was due Satur- $600,000 on the two docks. A
day. It has not been paid to the city. I spokesman for the city said that the
don't know if it was paid to the owners corporation has asked for a conof the pier — the Mervyn's Midnight ference to try to negotiate a settleWaterfront Beauty Corp. — but I can ment. If a settlement can't be
only assume that it was."
reached, the pier owners have the opBartletta said that the city has a tion of taking the appeal to the Aptax lien on the property because the pellate Division of state Superior
owners haven't paid any taxes for Court.
1974,1975 or this year. By virtue of the
The pier was purchased from
liens the city has the right to collect Hoboken by River Towing Co. for aprents and apply that money to the proximately $70,000 in 1973 at an aucback taxes, said Bartletta.
tion of city-owned land. A year later,
"Under that set-up, I believe the River Towing sold the property for=
city has the right to make a tenant the same price to the current owner.

Hoboken's firemen have
notified the city that they will no
longer fight fires at a 16th and
Grand streets dumping site
because the city has done
nothing to prevent the further
unauthorized dumping of rubbish and garbage or to make the
area secure
The area is on Grand Street,
just north of the intersection of
16th Street, and has been the
scene of numberons small, but
time consuming, dump fires.
"We have given the city until Friday to clean up the area
and implement some kind of
security which will prevent
further dumping," said Capt.
William Bergin and Fire
Fighter Michael Bavaro, the
respective presidents of the
Fire Officers and Fire Fighters
Associations.
"After that we will respond
to make sure the fire doesn't get
out of hand and threaten nearby
properties, but we won't put it
out otherwise," they added .
"Every time men are sent
there they are exposed to possible health hazards because of
the garbage that is being
dumped there."
Bergin said that last week
two fire trucks were sent to
fight a fire at the dump but were
called away to fight a more
serious pier fire. They disconnected their fire hose and left it
there while fighting the other
fire. When they returned
several hours later the hose
couldn't be found.
"During those few hours
several persons had dumped
more rubbish and debris completely covering our hose up,"
tie said.
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Bier's life threatened,
& v-
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Cappiello ousting him

By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello yesterday
announced he is firing city Business Administrator Herman Bier.
The mayor declined to cite reasons for his
move, saying only he had "discretionary
powers" to relieve the administrator of his job.
But observers were quick to note that the
mayor's action was a politically tactical
stroke, pointing out that Bier has reportedly
been grooming Councilman Anthony Romano
to challenge the mayor for his seat in next
year's mayoral election.
Meanwhile, police yesterday arrested the
man who Bier said was hired to kill him last
Friday.
Paul Torres, of 212 Adams st., said after his
arrest that "I made the whole story up."
Torres said he was under the influence of
alcohol at the time he told Bier he had been
hired to kill him.
Torres was arrested by Hoboken police
detectives and charged with possession of a

Mayor Steve Cappiello said
he had been advised of the situation and had instructed Public
Works Director Raphael P.
Vitale to get on it immediately.
Vitale said that he had
ordered the area cleaned up. A
city bulldozer was seen at the
scene piling up the rubbish during the latter part of the week.
However, photographs taken by
The Jersey Journal over the
weekend showed that the area
was still almost as dirty as
earlier in the week, and indicated that there had been
more dumping.
According to Vitale, the
area wasn't intended for dumping but was indirectly headed in
that direction by the city. He
said that the city had piled up
large mounds of fill along the
street to prevent water from
one of the sewer plant's tanks
from flooding the area. There is
a crack in the tank wall of the
nearby tank and damming off
the area was cheaper than
repairing the crack.
"And if we get the money
we need to upgrade the treatment facility the cost of those
repairs would just be wasted
money," he continued. "Extensive work will have to be done
on the tanks as part of the upgrading so these costly repairs
now — for which I don't have
the money — would be wasted."
The director said he expected he could get the area
cleaned up by Friday but he
didn't know if he would be able
to keep it clean or prevent
further unauthorized dumping.
"There doesn't seem to be
any special time that people
dump garbage and rubbish
there," he said. "It's any time
of day or night. But I don't have
the manpower to a s s i g n
someone to watch the area
around the clock."
Vitale said he would take
the matter up with the mayor
today.

Hoboken7^
digs ballfibia
to find leak
Workmen for the Hoboken Water
Department have started digging up
the city's Little League Field in an attempt to find the source of a leak that
is threatening a sewage pumping station just below the field on River
Road.
James Murnane, water department foreman, said that dye tests
were also being conducted in an attempt to locate the source of the leak,
but the results were inconclusive.
"The water is apparently coming
from some distance away, seeping
through the ground, following the
course of least resistance," he said.
"Is coming out the drainage holes
built into the retaining wall around
the Little League field."
The holes are above a flight of
steps leading from the field to River
Road. Directly under the steps is a
vault in which the pumping station
equipment is housed.

dangerous weapon — a knife that tie left in
Bier's office Friday after reportedly telling the
administrator he had been offered $8,000 to kill
him.
Torres said Bier had helped him get a part
time job some years ago and he went t» city
hall Friday thinking Bier might help him
again.
As early as yesterday morning, sources said
the mayor would huddle with his political advisors to see if firing Bier now would create
public "compassion" for the administrator in
light of the alleged threat on his lite and
backfire politically against the mayor, thus
turning a tactical stroke into a liability during
the upcoming mayoral election.
At the same time, Bier was considered by
some to have made a "laughingstock" of
himself by "overracting" to the reported
threat on his life, and thus indirectly embarrassing Cappiello's administration.
Cappiello yesterday denied any link between
his intent to fire Bier and the incident Friday.
Bier reportedly received a letter from Cappiello early yesterday afternoon informing him
of the mayor's intent to remove him, and setting an Aug. 6 city council meeting at which
Bier will have a chance to argue against his
dismissal.
Bier yesterday refused to discuss the
mayor's action, but obviously irked over Cappiello's letter, Bier said the mayor should have
"at least given his reasons" for the action.
Cappiello yesterday said Bier would stay on
his job until the city council gives its opinion on
the firing. The council has 20 days to either
concur with the mayor or to reject his move,
the mayor said, adding that he was confident
the council will rule in his favor.
Cappiello's action apparently did not come
as a surprise to city officials since the mayor
repeatedly refused to deny recent reports that
he was about to sack Bier.
Cappiello has been quoted as saying that
"any firing" would "not be politically
motivated," but be based on "lack of
departmental efficiency."
Cappiello was quoted as saying that he was
concerned about "proper record-keeping" and
"accountability of time," but he declined to
elaborate on those charges or to point a finger
at anyone.
Cappiello last year suspended Bier briefly
after the business administrator reportedly
refused the mayor's order to sign purchasing
orders he said his office had not cleared first.
Bier was reinstated after the city council's
committee on business administration decided
that the "lack of cooperation and open communication" between the involved parties
could be "remedied."
Bier has been quoted as saying he has no intentions of running for any office, and that he
would announce "in due time" any support for
a mayoral candidate.

Coast Guard" wor& township
.,__..,.If Hoboken expects to collect
the
rent from the owners of a large grain
ship docked at the Fifth Street Pier, it
can't count on the Coast Guard to jelp
force the issue.
Revenue and Finance Director
Frank J. Bartletta said today that he
personally called the Coast Guard
about the possibility of having it tow
the vessel away because its owners
haven't paid the city any rent, but was
informed that the Coast Guard
doesn't have any authority to take
that kind of action.
There is a possibility that the ship
— the "Achilles" — is trespassing on
city property. The vessel, said
Bartletta, is docked on the south side
fo the Fifth Street Pier and the city

Cars packed at bus
^
to be ticketed by Hoboken
Acting Hoboken Police Chief Anthony
Capt. Rinaldi said that the number of ilRinaldi has issued a reminder to all foot
legally
parked cars should decrease in a
patrolmen to issue tickets to cars parked in
bus stops following complaints from bus few days.
"Once they get a few tickets they'll
drivers that they are being prevented from
start
looking for somewhere else to park,"
pulling over to the curb to pick up and dishe said. "But it takes a few days for the
charge passengers.
However, before the order was issued, message to get across."
Rinaldi said that foot patrolmen asSgt. Gabriel Ferraiuolo personally issued
signed
to Washington Street haven't been
seven tickets to illegally parked cars
ignoring
the problem, but due to the many
Between Eighth and 14th streets before 9
requirements placed on them they may not
a.m.
A check of Washington Street during n a ^ e teen paying as much attention to'it as
rhe lunch hour showed that there were still other matters.
"But they have been reminded and I
many cars illegally parked in the bus stops,
but many had traffic tickets on their think we can expect results," the acting
chief added.

owns a
a large
large undefwater
undefwater section
section in
World"
Trade Center.
Center, New
owns
in Corp.,
_ p n ,1 ni
New
nr\A Trade
that area. He said the ship could be in- rYork
City.
fringing on city land even though it is
River Towing was the original
tied up to the pier.
purchaser of the Fifth Street and Six"But even if it si trespassing, it's th Street piers — the old Holland
the city's problem, not the Coast American piers — from the city for
Guards'," continued Bartletta. "I in- approximately $70,000 in 1973. A year
quired about that, too, and was told later, it sold the property to Marvyn's
that it was a matter for our local for the same price but has continued
police if we wished to do anything to use the property for its own operaabout it."
tion, Bartletta said. With the excepThe ship has been docked at teh tion of one small token payment of appier since June 24 and has been paying proximately $20,000, no taxes have
a high rent, according to its owners, been paid to the city by either firm
to the Marvyn's Midnight Waterfront since the original purchase.
Beauty Inc. or River Towing Co. MarHoboken has a tax lien on the
vyn's owns the pier but Bartletta said
piers
and is entitled to collect any
that the shipowners told him that they
are pairing the rent to River Towing. rent or fees that normally would be
The ship is owned by Newport tankers received by the owners and apply
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CoppJM! '
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello meets
with city business administrator Herman
Bier and councilmen this morning at
10.30 to state his reasons why he wants to
fire Bier — or why he's changed his mind
about the dismissal.
Cappiello refused yesterday to comment on reports that he has reversed his
position and will not fire Bier, who
reportedly wants councilman Anthony

Romano to take over the mayor's seat
next year.
Cappiello was recently severely
criticized by several councilmen for
wanting to fire Bier without publicly
stating his reasons.
If CaDpiello goes ahead with his plan to
fire the business administrator, the city
council could override his move by a twothirds majority.

... .„
, said Bartletta.
He
has
been
in
contact
ta u» hnc ivon in contac with both
the ownes of the piers and the ship but
without any success in getting the
rents for the city, he said.
He has referred the problem to
the law department.
Law Director Lawrence Florio
said that he has reviewed the matter
and advised the mayor as to what
alternatives are open to the city.
"Now, I'm waiting to be instructed on which course is to be
followed," he said.
Mayor Steve Cappiello said that
he Jiasn't decided which course the
city should follow, but added that the
city will "either get its money or the
ship will go."
Cappiello said that if the ship is
infringing on underwater city
property along the waterfront "they
might have to pay an evei higher
rent."
How much is being paid to River
Towing or Marvyn's isn't known.
Neither the pier owners nor the shipping company would tell Bartletta. But
according to one source, it could be as
much as $2,000 a day. He said that
similar facilities in New York go for
that much.

READY TO ROLL — Mayor Steve Cappiello gets behind the wheel of new ambulance
which has been put Into service by Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance Corps. With the
mayor is William Matthews, corps president. The new vehicle,jvhich cost $17,418,
7/3°/7C
was purchased by the corps.
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St. Mary Hospital^
steel work topped
The last steel girder has been put
m place to top off the seven-story
North Tower of St. Mary Hospital in
Hoboken, and the new structure is on
its way toward a scheduled opening
next sprint.
The topping-off ceremony took
place yesterday as steelworkers
raised the girder, flying an American
flag, more than 90 feet to the top.
Now that the steel skeleton has
been completed, the next phase is
designed to completely enclose the
building by early fall. Concrete flooring will be poured, pre-cast exterior
sections put in place, bricks laid and
exterior windows installed. After
that, interior utilities and partitions
will be installed.
The new tower will replace the
old North Building with new modern
patient care faculties. Because the
surrounding space is so limited, the

work is being done in three stages.
As a hospital spokesman explains
it:

"Much like the assembly of a
giant puzzle, new units are being built
after older units of the hospital are
vacated and demolished in a carefully
orchestrated sequence. During phase
one, completed this spring, a new
boiler plant; a temporary kitchen and
a new chapel were erected.
"During phase two, which began
while phase one was being completed,
the hospital's old chapel and nursing
school residence building were
demolished. The seven-story tower is
being erected on this site.
"Phase three, which will begin in
the spring of 1977, will include demolition of the existing North Tower and
its replacement with another twostory structure."

Hoboken Fire O f f i f ^ e j ^ p ;
expected to reject pact offer
chief. And the deputy chiefs are
The members of Local 1076 of the members of the Fire Officers AsHoboken Fire Officers Association sociation."
will vote on a new contract WednesThe contract approved by the fire
day but they are not expected to ac- fighters last week calls for four adcept the city's offer, it was learned to- ditional paid holidays — they'll get an
day.
extra $200 for the four days this year
Capt. William Bergin, president — but no pay increase. Next year
of the union, said today that he is not they'll get a $1,050 pay increase plus a
making any recommendations to his $100 increase in their uniform
membership to accept or reject the allpwance which now stands at $200.
pact based on the contract accepted In the third year they'll get a $1,000'
bv citv firemen last week.
pay increase.
"I don't expect it to be accepted
The contract for the officers is esbecause of the $2,000 ceiling on sentially the same except that their
longevity payments the city has in- pay increases will be 30 per cent more
cluded," he said. "The new proposal than what a pribate gets for the capcalls for a maximum of 10 per cent tains, and 70 per cent more for the
longevity but not more than $2,000.
"This doesn't affect the deputy chiefs.
Bergin said that the voting will
fire fighters or the fire captains but it
does affect the deputy chiefs and end at 8 p.m.

City Hall not a hiring hall,
'
t/Wi
9-9'
says Cappiello in order
Unemployed Hoboken residents
looking for work won't be able to go to
City Hall to find it any more.
Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
that he has issued a directive to all
directors and supervisors advising
them to refer all inquiries about jobs
to the State Employment Office unless the city has specifically announced that it has jobs available and
named a contact for interested parties to see.
"There are just too many people
coming into the building looking for
jobs," said the mayor. "I don't want
another incident like the one last Friday involving the business administrator.
Herman Bier, the business administrator, was half-heartedly
threatened last week by a young man
who claimed that he had been given a
knife and offered $8,000 to kill Bier.
The suspect, Paul Torres, 26,
listed as living at 212 Adams St.,

waived a preliminary hearing in
Hoboken Municipal Court yesterday
on a charge of possession of a
dangerous weapon. The charges have
been forwarded to the Hudson County
Grand Jury. Torres is free on $150
cash bail.
Following his arrest Wednesday
by Hoboken police, Torres said he had
been drinking and "made the whole
thing up," according to a police
spokesman.
The mayor said he was concerned
with the large number of people who
continuously come to City Hall looking for work and unintentionally interfere with the city's routine
business.
"I'm very well aware of the fact
that we have a seMous unemployment
problem in Hoboken and I want to do
everything humanly possible to help
those in need of work," said the
mayor. "But the City Hall is not a hiring hall. "

Nix Hoboken stadium
. . .
.
/
leasing to county
Hoboken Board of Education has
decided against attempting to sell or
lease the John F. Kennedy Veteran's
Memorial Stadium and field to
Hudson County so that the area would
be eligible for rehabilitation through
Green Acres funds, Mrs. Mary Stack
Gaspar, board president, said today.
"It wouldn't work," said Mrs.
Gaspar on the suggestion by
Councilman-at-large Robert A.
Ranieri. "After looking into the matter we found that once the field had
been turned over the county either
through a sale or lease the county
would have to honor all requests for
its use.
"That means that sport activities
and leagues from all over the county
could use the field, further cutting
into the small amount of recreational

areas the city has."
Mrs. Gaspar added that it was
also doubtful that even if the county
could take over the field and reserve
its use for Hoboken only that the
Green Acres funds could be used to
put it back into condition.
"Our understanding is that Green
Acres is for redevelopment purposes
only," she said. "The one thing we
don't want to do is redevelop the field.
It is primarily a football and baseball
field and it has to stay as is for the use
of our high school teams and for
recreation purposes."
According to Mrs. Gaspar, the
board of education is looking into
other areas of funding to get the
money it needs to rehabilitate the
field. However, she did not know if
any possibilities had been found.

r

Still no room to dance in Hoboken $•?

Council up In air on B!er s future
Only one Hoboken councilman is
willing to admit that he has already
made up his mind on how he is going
to vote on the resolution tnai cuuiu
save the job of city Business Administrator Herman Bier — if it
comes up al today's meeting.
T h i r d Ward
Councilman
Salvatore Cemelli said he knows how
he is going to vote — but like the other
council members he isn't saying how
that might be.
"I've made my decision," said
Cemelli. "And you'll hear it with
everyone else at the council
meeting."
When asked how he could make
up his mind when no one yet knew
what charges prompted Mayor Steve
Cappiello to move to dismiss Bier,
Cemelli replied: "1 know what's going on."
Unless there are some major
developments and reversals in positions, it appears thuf r.^re are nqt
>•-• J ( 1 the council t o
c r,,ch
override the mayor on the dismissal.
A resolution requiring the support of
at least six councilmen is needed.
Two councilmen are not expected
to attend today's meeting. Council

President Martin J. Brennrfn is day. However, he said that the council
visiting his son out-of-state and won't will probably protect itself and its
be present. And Councilman-at- right to the chance to override the
£
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city business of all kind until after
Sept. 1 for h e a l t h r e a s o n s .
Councilman-at-large
Bernard
Scrivani is vacationing at the Jersey
shore but is expected back for the
meeting.
With the exception of Cemelli, the
other councilmen are publicly saying
that they haven't made any decision
on how they are going to vote until
they find out on what charges, if any,
the mayor is basing his dismissal of
Bier on the business administrator
will be given a chance to be heard
Friday morning at 10:30 a.m. in the
mayor's office. Cappiello has invited
all of the councilmen to attend.
- An informal poll of the councilmen available — Anthony Romano,
Francis Leahy, Nunzio Malfetti,
Louis Fracone, and Walter Cramer —
showed that they felt any formal action should be held up until after the
hearing.
According to one council source,
it is unlikely that any direct action
will be taken on the Bier matter to-
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"The council has 20 days from the
dav Director Bier was served with the
dismissal notice to override the mayor's action," he said. "That 20days is
up Aug. 17, the day before our next
regular council meeting. So the council, if it wants to take formal action to
retain director bier, must meet sometime before the 17th."

Hoboken drops field lease plan
„ „
"/-*//*•
H- /r*
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
will never get our iHoboken) kids on the
field," the board president said.
The idea to sell or lease Hoboken's
Veterans Field to Hudson County in order
"This city has little or nothing for the
to rehabilitate it with Green Acres funds
kids
as it is," she added.
has fallen through, board of education
president Mary Stack Gaspar said yesterThe proposal to sell or lease the field
day
was originally suggested by Councilman
Robert Ranieri. Turning over the field to
The proposal was rejected because the
the county would have brought relief to
board, which owns and operates the field,
the financially strapped board of educafeared that county control of the facility
tion, which has already sunk some
would result in a deluge of requests for
$550,000 into the partial rehabilitation of
its use by other municipalities, leaving
the stadium, according to Mrs. Gaspar.
little room for local youngsters, Mrs.
Gaspar said.
At the same time, city officials thought
that county control of the field would
"If the board gives the field away, we
have increased the area of the adjacent
county-owned Columbus Park, thereby

o

meeting until Monday or Tuesday or
by calling a special meeting for next
week.

Hoboken lynch plan heats up

,..,....,
making it eligible for a higher share of
Green Acres funds.
But the board's primary consideration
was availability of the field for local
youngsters. Mrs. Gaspar said, and the
feasibility of selling or leasing the field
was therefore never "formally
proposed" to the county board of
freeholders.
To further refurbish the field, which
Mrs. Gaspar said is in a "deplorable condition," the board will attempt to secure
federal money other than Green Acres
funds.
The Hoboken Board of Education
originally bought the field from the
Hudson County Park Commission in 1962
for $50,000.

Hoboken: shout if out

A $4,000 dance room at the that small amount might exclude $133,000 for Madison Street, $240,276 of an auditor to close out the Model
Hoboken Multi-Service Center, un- some very poor families from allow- for the Multi-Service Center, $294,776 Cities Program and an architect to
used for more than seventh months, ing their children to particape.
for Church Square and a bulk bid of draw up plans for a city bike path
wi!! remain unused for a little while
tfiB") \m- anrt ihp Flanders Construc- along River Road
"Tbprp <2hoijMn'r (w» Rny fpo at nil
Both were taDieo Decause me
longer.
If that means the CDA or the city has tion Co , $215,119 for the Multi-Service
The resolution which would have to pay a little more on the contract Center, $129,706 for Madison Street, resolutions did not match with what
awarded a contract to the Everitt then it should be paid so that everyone $266,239 for Church Square and a bulk the councilmen had been told by CDA
Director Fred M. Bado at Monday's
bid of $599,000 for all three.
School of Dance to conduct the school has the opportunity to take part."
was tabled by the city council at
The bids were referred to the caucus. According to the council,
In other business, the council acyesterday's meeting after some con- cepted bids on a new truck for the Community Development Agency for Bado said that the auditing would cost
up to $3,800 and the bike path work up
troversy arose over why children Lead Based Paint Detection and study.
to $3,500, but in both cases probably
enrolled in the program stiy had to Prevention Program. Center Ford of
Besides the contract for dance inpay 50 cents a lesson.
North Bergen was the only bidder struction, the council also tabled much less. However, the resolutions
stated only a flat amount and did not
Dr. Robert King brought up the with a price of $9,058.
several other resolutions, including
matter when he asked the council
Four companies submitted bids .two that would have given Northvale , include the phrase "up to."
about the need for the 50-cent charge for work on three parks — Church Associates III A & III B tax abateif the school was already paid under Square Park, the Madison Street ments for projects at 1233, 1235 and
the contract with the Community Park, between Fifth and Sixth 1237 Park Ave., 1310 and 1312 BloomDevelopment Agency (CDA).
streets; and a new park at ht Multi- field St., 50, 52, 54 and 56 11th Street,
He was told that the council Service Center, Second and Grand and 1000, 1006 and 1014 Clinton St.
would look into the matter.
streets.
The city would receive 15 per cent
The bidders and their prices are: of the gross revenues from rents inAfter the meeting, Dr. King said
that he didn't intend to make it appear C.F. Malanka and Sons of Union City; stead of regular taxes if the resoluthat the Everitt School was charging $231,000 for the Multi-Service Center tions were passed.
a large amount of money and then park and $144,000 for Church Square
The abatements last for as long as
making more off the enrollees.
Park; Bellezza Co., $254,177 for the the mortgages on the properties,
"I've looked into this on my own Multi-Service Center, $142,383 for which, in some cases, are 40 to 50
and I know that 50 cents a lesson is a Madison Street, $295,053 for Church years.
very resonable amount," he con- Square and a bulk bid of $689,000 for
Also tabled were two resolutions
| tinued. "But that isn't my point. Even all three; Guasto Construction Co., from the CDA concerning the hiring
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r^ "class-consciousness"
" c i a s s . c o n s c j o u s n e s s "between
between children whose parents ca
can afThe state Board of Education has given Hoboken's school
ford the meals and those who cannot.
board the go-ahead to start a hot-lunch program for the city's
The cold-lunch program that is being phased out was severely
public schools.
criticized last school year by the city's Parent Council. The
Local board officials said yesterday the federal government council's report, which was compiled after visits to all public
will fund most of the new program, which will start in early Oc- schools, called the cold lunches in many cases "indescribable"
tober.
and "inedible."
According to board president Mrs. Mary Gaspar, the adAmong other things, the report also deplored the lack of
ministration will soon advertise lor equipment needed to eating facilities in the elementary schools. The report pointed
change from the present cold to hot lunches, and will look for a out that children often were given lunches at their classroom
new food supplier.
desks, while others were eating on stairs or in basements.
The new equipment will cost some $200,000, which will be fulThese conditions are about to be changed under the new
ly funded by the federal National Lunch Program, John
program, school officials asserted yesterday. The board plans
Palmieri, the board's food coordinator, said.
to purchase tables and chairs which will be set up in designated
Board officials said yesterday they were still trying to decide eating areas, according to Palmieri.
whether the hot meals will be free to all students who enroll in
In addition, all public school youngsters will be eligible to
the program, or whether only children of low-income families enroll in the new program, school officials said.
will pay nothing.
The Parents' Council report on the cold-lunch program noted
Mrs. Gaspar suggested she was opting for free meals for all that some children had been turned down for the program in
students, saying that she would like to avoid any potential
some schools.

Bier's firing
stirs wrath
in council

By ANDY DANZO
Yesterday's meeting of the Hoboken
City Council was like a bridge club session compared to the firey exchanges
which erupted during and after Monday
night's meeting.
The only signs of emotion displayed in
the council chambers yesterday were
when several citizens charged that the
city has been wasting money, but these
did not come close to the near-violence
which characterized the earlier meeting.
Three city police officers stood guard
in the chambers as the council was
notified of Mayor Steve Cappiello's intention to hold a hearing later in the week on

his controversial plans for the dismissal
of City Business Administrator Herman
Bier.
However, the five council members
present reacted in a 'business as usual'
manner, only taking time to note that
they could override any action by the
mayor with a two thirds majority.
When council was first notified of Cappiello's plans to fire Bier Monday night
tempers flared.
Councilman Louis Falcone accused the
mayor who sat in the chambers of being a
"dictator" at one point, and nearly got
into a fight with City Clerk Anthony
Amoruso after the meeting when

Amoruso reportedly tried to bar the councilman from his office.
One hot point of contention between
Cappiello and councilmen who are supporting Bier is the fact that the mayor
has refused to make public his reason for
wanting to oust the business administrator.
The hearing will be held in the mayor's
office at 10.30 a.m. Friday, at which time
the mayor's notification claims Bier will
have an opportunity to make himself
heard if he so desires.
Cappiello could not be reached for comment resterday.
The council passed several resolutions
later in the meeting, one of which called
for the emergency appropriation of
$20,000 for the city's Workmen's Compensation Insurance Fund. At the beginning
of the year $25,000 was put into the fund,
but it has already been depleted.
The appropriation brought a demand
from one spectator who wanted to know
why so many city employes were being
injured on the job, but no definite answer
was given.
The council also passed a resolution
awarding a $6,500 contract for the
preparation of an operation and maintainance manual to be used at the 11th st.
pumping station.

HOBOKEN BANK — Garden State National Bank is planning a year-end opening for
its new branch office at 5th Street and Willow Avenue, Hoboken, the site of the
demolished 118-year-old Stevens Academy, The Colonial-type structure, which will
' blend with other buildings in the area, will feature drive-in and walk-up windows, safe
deposit boxes and parking. The branch will be Garden State's second in Hoboken ami
33rd office over all.
K

which did not have its own program,"
said the mayor. "As part of the agreement, Hoboken picked up some of
Jersey City residents on the payroll.
Cappiello said that he has spoken
with representatives of the U.S.
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare (HEW), which funds the
program, and a transition period
might be worked out in which
Hoboken program employes would
help Jersey City set up its own
program.
"There is also a chance that
Hoboken might be able to get some
additional funding so that we could
maintain a follow-up program," he
continued. "But it wouldn't be
anything near what we had been getting and would mean that almost all
of the staff would go."

Bike path designer chosen N
A New York firm has been
A resolution authorizing the CDA
selected by the Hoboken Community to enter into an agreement with the
Development Agency (CDA) toNew York firm will be presented to
design and plan a bicycle path along the city council at Wednesday's
River Road at a cost of $3,500, it was meeting. However, Bado said he
announced today by Fred M. Bado, would attend tonight's council caucus
CDA director.
to show the council the firm's ideas
Bado said that the CDA has and give it some inkling of what was
selected Richard P. Browne As- planned.
sociates, design and planning consulThe $3,500 fee will cover only the
tants, to replace former Hoboken city company's plans and design and does
engineer Patrick L. Caulfield, who not include construction costs. The
deciined the job because he felt the city has a $30,000 grant from the state
bike path would be too dangerous.
for the project.

Ranieri will be,
off until Sept. 1/f
Councilman-at large Robert A. Ranieri is back in
Hoboken but the city's government will have to do
without his services until after Sept. 1.
Ranieri said he didn't attend last night's council
caucus, won't attend tomorrow morning's Council
meeting or the Aug. 18 night meeting, and he won't sit
with the city's policemen today and continue negotiations on a new contract.
"I've set aside this time fpr my family and the family business," said the councilman. "Also, my doctor's
order for more rest and relaxation helped make the
decision,"
Ranieri is back operating the family's furniture
business for the next two weeks while his brother,
Rudolph, and his.family go on their vacation. When he
returns the councilman will take another week off with
his family, he said.
"1 need the rest and I'll be the first one to admit it,"
he continued. "Since being elected councilman the city
and its business has occupied more of my time than my
own business and family combined. I owe it to them and
myself to slow down a little."

Why not?

it,

Hoboken's Lead-Based Paint
Detection and Prevention Program
has been so successful that it is facing
phaseout and the loss of more than a
dozen jobs as a result, Mayor Steve
Cappiello said today.
"We may be able to work out an
agreement with Jersey City, which is
planning a program of its own which
would keep our program going until
the end of the year," said the mayor.
"But after that, well, we just don't
know."
The problem was actually caused
by Civil Service, which refused to
allow Hoboken to have Jersey City on
its program's payroll in spite of an interlocal agreement between the two
municipalities.
"Our area was done and we were
expanding the scope into Jersey City,

A blocked sewer line near Hoboken's Little League
field may be responsible for the water leaking from
drain holes in the retaining wall at the rear of the field
that threatens to short out the city's sewage pumping
station on River Road.
"Water has started gushing from the catch basin on
the northeast corner of Fifth Street at River Road at the
rate of several hundred gallons a minute," said Public
Works Director Raphael P. Vitale. "And other catch
basins in the area have started filling up with water.
"The indications are that there is a clogged sewer
line in the area and it is forcing water and waste out of a
break somewhere in the line."
Vitale said that all of the lines are being cleaned out
in the hope that the water flow problem will be corrected.
According to the director, the city is keeping the
overflowing catch basin from flooding the pumping station by using gasoline pumps.
"We should know sometime today whether a
clogged sewer line is behind the problem," he added.

Hoboken council has quiet session

mayor, who sat calmly in one
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
of
the council chamber pews.
In a scene that at times
resembled a street brawl lack- Councilman Francis X. Leahy
ing only the blows, several shouted that "This is again
Hoboken councilmen at last another sneak job."
Referring to the mayor,
night's council caucus meeting
vehemently attacked Mayor Leahy said that "If you had any
Steve Cappiello for his intent to guts, you'd stand up" and "tell
fire city Business Ad- council the reasons" for a date for a council meeting to
hear both Cappiello and Bier on
ministrator Herman Bier wanting to fire Bier.
"We ought to stand up and the dismissal. Under the
without saying why.
At one point after the start looking into you. Weresolution, the council would
meeting, a policeman had to ought to see what a good man also disapprove for the time
being the mayor's intention to
physically restrain Councilman you've been," Leahy added.
And Falcone, incensed over fire the business adLouis Francone from lunging
at City Clerk Anthony what he termed the mayor's ministrator.
Cappiello himself has
Amoruso, who reportedly failure to notify each counclosed the door to the clerk's cilman personally on his inten- scheduled a council meeting
office on* Francone to privately tion to fire Bier, shouted at for next Tuesday to give his
Cappiello; "I'll get that letter reasons for firing Bier. The
confer with the mayor.
The shouting and fist-shaking and I'll hit you right in the mayor yesterday again refused
to say why he wants Bier fired,
erupted when the council was puss."
asked to take note of Cap- Calling the mayor a "dic- despite repeated requests by
piello's letter informing the tator," Falcone said he will several councilmen to publicly
councilmen, through the city "fight" the mayor "all the state his reasons.
clerk, that he was about to fire way" on the Bier case.
Observers have pointed out
Bier, "in accordance with
Councilman
Anthony that Cappiello's move is a
law."
Romano said he will introduce politically tactical stroke,
Standing and shaking a a resolution at Wednesday's noting that Bier has reportedly
clenched fist towards the council meeting that would set been grooming Romano to
challenge the mayor for his
seat in next year's mayoral
election.
Meanwhile, the mayor was
still confident after last night's
caucus that the council will
concur with his move. A twothirds majority, or six councilmen, is needed to override
Cappiello's intent to oust Bier.

Hoboken lead project
doesitself out of a job

Mystery leak may
start at field fff

According to Caulfield, motor
vehicle traffic along River Road will
constitute a danger to bicyclists unless the city committed itself to closing the street from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. for
bicycling purposes.
However, Bado and the CDA feel
that this is not necessary. Bado said
the proper posting and marking of the
bike area has been successful in other
communities and could be successful
in Hoboken.

Fire Officers
yl/

reject offer
by Hoboken

Many HoDoken residents living in the vicinity of
11th and Washington Streets have objected to the city's
planned trial of allowing vehicles to make right turns on
a red light following a complete stop at the intersection,
it was learned today by Thomas Vecchione, head of the
police department's traffic and signal division.
However, Vecchione asserted today that the trial
program was designed to protect residents, not subject
them to additional traffic danger.
"What most people are overlooking is the fact that
j-in January state law will permit any motorist to make a
right turn at any red light, whether it is posted or not,"
he said. "Our objective at this time is to see where that
law will cause undue traffic problems so that we can
take appropriate action.
"Under the new state law a municipality has the
right to prohibit the right turn on a red light at
troublesome intersections. But it must be done by ordinance and we must show the state that allowing the
right turn would be dangerous. Then the area must be
posted with signs altering motorists to the fact that a
right turn on red is prohibited."
Vecchione said that the city is going to try the right
turn at several questionable intersections before
January and 11th and Washington Streets was one of
them. Another was First and Washington Streets.
According to Vecchione, many residents of the 11th
and Washington Streets area are under the impression
that the trial is being undertaken to allow the right turn,
not to prevent it.
Signals aierting motorists to the fact that they could
make a right rum at 11th and Washington went up
yesterday afternoon but the city won't moniter the traffic flow until Monday morning when the trial will begin.
Vecchione said that motorists could make the right turn
in the meantime.

The up and down negotiations
between Hoboken and her firemen are
down again. Local 1076 of the Fire Officers Association has overwhelmingly rejected the city's last offer for a
contract settlement.
Capt. William Bergin, president
of the officers group, said his men
voted this week to reject the city's
package by a count of 33 to 3.
However, Bergin said he was optimistic that further negotiations
would resolve the matter without
mediation or arbitration.
"There are several issues, but
only one major one," he said. "And
that is the $2,000-a-year ceiling the
city wants on longevity payments."
Bergin explained that city
employes receive additional pay
based on their number of years of service with the city. The payments
range from two to 10 per cent
depending on the number of years.
"The city wants a maximum ceiling of $2,000 on the payments," he
continued. "At this time in the fire
department, the ceiling affects only
the deputy chiefs and the chief. The
base pay for fire fighters and captains
is below $20,000 a year so our
longevity payments, even if we are at
10 per cent, won't exceed the $2,000
figure.
"So we are talking about seven or
eight men and no more than a few
thousand dollars a year more from
the city. I think that can be worked
out."

Should vacant apartments be required to pass a housingg inspection
h a question
before they are rented?? Such
might never be raised in the more affluent areas, but in Hoboken's First
Ward it is a serious issue. The block associations there are pressing the city administration for such a regulation.
It certainly would help to correct the
housing violations which plague the city.
Landlords, often absentee and
sometimes unconscionable, rent their
vacant apartments without bothering to
remedy the known defects.
The landlord can carry on a delaying
action with'the housing inspectors,
meanwhile continuing to collect all the
rent he can get from tenants who need
rooms so badly they are willing to put up
with substandard conditions.
The city would have to make prompt
inspections to avoid delaying occupancy
of apartments that are in good shape.
With good administration, this could be
done.

Safe bike path?
Can a bicycle path be established on
Hoboken's newly reborn River Road?
Engineer Caulfield, who directed the
reconstruction of the road, says no, but
the city proposes to go ahead anyway,
with another engineer.
It would be a pity to abandon the
years-old dream of a bicycle path, now
that the legal obstacles have been
removed and $30,000 from the state has
been earmarked for it.
However, there appears to be a risk
of injury to cyclists, and possibly to
motorists, too. The project will have to
be linked to strict and continuous traffic
control and that means police enforcement.
If the bike path cannot be operated
with reasonable safety for bicyclists and
motorists, it should not be built, even if
the $30,000 is available just begging to be
spent.

Hoboken sets
deadline for^
street wiring
The Public Service Electric and
Gas Co. has been notified by Hoboken
that it has 10 days to restring high tension lines running along the Third
Street side of the Clock Towers middle income housing project or face a
summons for a violation of the city's
electrical code.
Notice was sent to the company
yesterday by the city's electrical inspector, Fireman Vincent P. Marzocca.
The owners of Clock Towers—the
old Keuffel and Esser factory building
on Third Street between Adams and
Jefferson streets—have been
negotiating with Public Service since
the beginning of the summer to have
the lines restrung so the southern portion of the apartment complex could
be painted.
According to Marzocca, the
power lines run parallel to the
southern portion of the old factory
along Third Street and are between
three-and-a-half and four feet away
from the balconies. This prevents the
painters from putting up ladders or
lowering scaffolding so the work can
be done.
Marzocca said that the national
electrical code requires that when a
building exceeds three stories or SO
feet in height, the overhead power
lines be arranged so that a clear
space of at least six feet is left
between the lines and the building.
When asked why he hadn't acted
sooner, Marzocca said that the
owners of the building and Public Service were negotiating before anyone
began moving into the building and
quick action was not necessary at that
time.
"My main concern is that it is
done," he said. "If the owners and
Public Service could work something
out where they were both satisfied I
had no objections. However, Public
, Service is insisting on a $3,100 fee
from the owners for doing what is required on a temporary basis.
"Families are now living in the
apartments and it would be very easy
for some little child to stick out a curtain rod or some other long object and
touch those high tension lines. So the
problem is now pressing.

Mayor mum on B i e r ^
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello yesterday said he wants more time before deciding
whether he will fire city business administrator Herman Bier, but again declined
to say why he wants Bier removed. They had
iust met in a closed session.
At the same time, the mayor in a
prepared statement lashed out at critics of
his plan to oust Bier, saying that there should
be "less irresponsible talk about accusations
or charges and more serious consideration"
to " t h e true nature of our type of
government."
Cappiello said those who want him to explain the accusations against Bier were doing the administrator "a disservice" by
suggesting that Bier, "because he is being
dismissed, is to be, or should be, charged or
accused of wrongdoings."
The mayor declined to say when he will
announce his final decision.
Cappiello released the statement after a
closed meeting yesterday morning with

A Hoboken citizens group has
begun circulating a petition calling on
the city to immediately implement an
ordinance requiring lanatoras 10 ootain certificates of occupancy before
allowing them to rent vacant apartments.
The petition is being circulated by
the First Ward Block Associations, a
civic group representing eight different block associations in the ward.
But Mayor Steve Cappiello, who
favors the ordinance, isn't sitting still
waiting for the petition to be formally
delivered to him and the council. He
has asked the city's Law Department
for a report on what stage the ordinance is now in and when he can expect it to be ready for submission to
the council.
"Drawing up the ordinance is not
quite as simple as most people seem
to think," said the mayor. "The law
department has been working on it for
seven or eight months. Its main objective is an ordinance that will stand up
in court if it is challenged, and this is
one that will be put to the test more
than likely."

Bier, wno was represented by counsel.
Several council men were aiso present auring the meeting, including Anthony Romano,
whom Bier has reportedly been grooming to
challenge the mayor for his seat in next
year's elections.
Both Bier and the councilmen declined
comment on the meeting.
Cappiello's postponement of a final decision on Bier apparently was the result of
great pressures on the mayor to retain Bier,
a close personal friend of several councilmen reportedly aligned with Romano, according to observers.
Shortly before yesterday's meeting,
however, the mayor said that "I'm not going
to be pushed around any more" when asked
if there was pressure on him to change his
position on Bier.
In his nine years as business administrator, Bier has reportedly gained considerable influence in the area, and his support of a mayoral candidate would be an asset for any aspirant, according to observers.

t

ie mayor said the city's ordinance, originally proposed by
Michael Curcio, city Housing Squad
SlipCJ ViSUi ,

Herman Bier (top) relaxes iust before a m—ting with Hoboken Mayor Steve
Cappiello (right) on the controversial firing of Bier as Hoboken's business ad-ministratof.
. ...
•
•

Hoboken will today attempt to
block off a mystery sewer line that
has been discharging what is believed
to be untreated waste into the Hudson
River, according to Public Works
Director Raphael P. Vitale.
An inflatable air bag will be inserted into the line, located between
docks five and six at the Bethlehem
Steel shipyard at Nth and Hudson
streets, by a city crew under the
direction of representatives of tfhe
U.S. Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA).
"The bag will be inflated once inside the line and that should stop the
flow," Vitale said. "The next problem
is to then find out where the discharge
is coming from."

pleted and passed into city law that
the city agencies who had to enforce it
would be able to.
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dealing with just multi-family dwellings.
"We want it to apply to every
property owner who is renting out living space, be it a furnished rooms,
furnished apartment for a whole
building," he said. "And it is here that
we are running into some problems
with the law.
"In situations where there is a
steady turnover of tenants like a
rooming house or hotel, is it right to
require the landlord to have an inspection every time a tenant leaves?
We coirid be forcing some landlords to
have inspections every couple of days.
They could take that to court as being
unreasonable and beat us on it."
Another matter that was taking
time to set up was a fee schedule for
the inspections and fines for landlords
who violate the law.
But according to the mayor, the
biggest problem was making sure
that when the ordinance was com-

Hoboken to block off
mystery sewer line

by tab Ktttt

According to Roy Haack, acting
superintendent of the city's treatment
plant, the work will start around 2
p.m. today when it is expected the low
tide will be at its lowest point.
Haack said that the line is seldom
completely visible and is under water
most of the time. Even at low tide
only half to two thirds of the line are
above water.
"That's probably why no one
noticed before a few weeks ago that
there was a discharge coming out of
the line," he said.
Dye tests to determine where the
discharge was originating failed but
did determine that it was somewhere
outside the shipyard.

ordinance, no matter how tough it is,
is nothing but words and paper," he
said. "Proper enforcement will make
it or break it. And I want to be very
sure that the city is capable of properly enforcing it before anything else."
The ordinance would protect both
landlord and tenants, according to
city officials. The landlord would
have a dated certificate from the city
stating that an inspection had been
made and the apartment was found to
meet acceptable standards. Should
the landlord rent an apartment to a
destructive tenant the certificate
would substantiate his case (hat
future violations were the result of tenant abuse rather than landlord
neglect.
Tenants would be assured of getting an apartment in reasonably good
condition. Landlords who don't get
their apartments inspected and passed by the city would be subject to
stiff fines.

Hoboken received yesterday a grant totaling
nearly $3.5 million from the federal Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to continue their community development.
Having developed a highly acclaimed housing
program for the refurbishing of the city's former
delapidated tenements and factory buildings,
Hoboken will continue that rehabilitation with the
money.
Mayor Steve Cappiello said the large grant, ac-

tually amounting to $3,446 million, will also be used
for a variety of social programs other than just
housing.
The mayor said the Multi-Service Center will be
funded with the money from HUD. The center has
many programs including nutritional, family planning, geriatrics and senior citizens activities.
Although much of the money is already earmarked for certain areas, Cappiello said there will
be citizen input on how the monev should be spent

through public hearings that will probably be held
in January or February.
In addition to the housing and social programs,
Cappiello said the city hopes to be able to fund a
facelift of several city parks."
The HUD money was expected, according to
Cappiello, and the current programs could not be
kept running without the federal money.
The announcement of the grant was made by
New Jersey Sen. Harrison A. Williams Jr.

Naddeo asked for retirement bilhf
Hoboken Municipal Court Judge authority (the mayor) I will accept
Rudolph R. Naddeo said today that he it."
was the one who asked Assemblyman
Judge Naddeo was first appointed
Thomas A. Gallo to introduce special to the city payroll as acting municipal
legislation that would allow municipal court judge in July, 1961 and began
court judges to retire at half pay at paying into the pension system in Ocage 64 after 10 years on the job. But tober of 1962.
Naddeo didn't regard the bill as
Under the existing retirement
tailor-made for him.
and pension system, the judge is eligible for a pension from the state Public
The Assembly last night tailed to Employes Retirement System equal
enact the bill and Gallo asked As- to one sixtieth of his average pay for
sembly Speaker Joseph LeFante to the last three years on the job for
hold the measure so he can try to each year of service. The judge has 15
muster the 41 votes necessary to pass. years on the job, so he would be enLast night it received 27 votes with 26 titled to 15 sixtieths or one quarter of
against it.
his average pay for the last three
"There are at least 30, maybe 50, years. The new bill would allow him
municipal court judges around the to retire at one half of the salary he
state who would benefit," said Nad- receives in his last year of employdeo. "The bill gives to municipal ment. Naddeo is getting $19,525 for
court judges what county judges are 1976.
already entitled to."
In the Assembly chamber last
Naddeo is 64 and has 10 years as night Assembly Republican leader
city judge. Does he plan to retire?
Thomas Kean led the opposition
"My current term expires next observing, "State employes would
year," he continued. "I will then be have to work 30 years to get the half
65. I would like another term, and if salary which the judges would receive
that is the will of the appointing after 10 years under the Gallo bill. It

State factfinder called
on cops' pay hikes
The president of the Hoboken
patrolmen's union said today it has
reached an impasse with the city over
a new labor contract and will ask the
state to appoint a factfinder.
James Behrens, president of the
Patrolmen's Benevolent Association,
said application will be made today to
the State Public Employment Relations Commission.
Behrens said the men have been
without a contract since the old one
expired last January. The police
negotiating committee decided on
factfinding last night after a meeting
with Mayor Steve Cappiello and
Herbert Haber, a mediator assigned
by PERC. The mayor, who is public
safety director, took over in the:
absence of Councilman Robert'
Ranieri, city negotiator. Ranieri has
been advised to rest up for several
weeks by his physician, it was
reported.
The mayor could not be reached
for reaction to the police factfinding
decision.
j
"We've been offered nothing for
this year and at this point we feel
we're the lowest paid department in
the county," said Behrens.
On July 20, Hoboken firemen

voted by a 30-to-24 margin to accept'a
city offer for a three-year pact with
total benefits of $2,545.
The firemen will receive no wage
increases this year but would be entitled to four additional paid holidays,
bringing the total to 13. Next year "a
fireman's base pay would rise by
$1,050 to $13,000 annually and the
following year by another $1,000.
Ranieri had calculated the extra paid
holidays would cost the city $395 while
another $100 for additional uniform
allowances next year would bring the
total package to $2,545.

is not equitable, fair or right."
Assemblyman John Ewing, RSommerset, asked Gallo how much it
would cost the state but the Hoboken
legislator said it would not cost the
state anything. Payment of the pensions would be made by the
municipality and would be at the discretion of the municipality, he said.
Ewing pressed Gallo as to how many
judges the bill would serve but Gallo
gave no specific answer.
Assemblyman Brian Kennedy, RMonmouth, defended the bill saying it
supported the idea of municipal home
rule.

Tide times may*,
delay capping of
mystery sewer
Hoboken is finally ready to cap the mysterious
sewer line in the Bethlehem Steel shipyard at 14th and
Hudson streets but mother nature isn't cooperating, according to Public Works Director Raphael P. Vitale.
"Unless the mavor and council want to authorize
some overtime for the crew that will do the work we
will have to wait until next Friday at the earliest," said
the director.
"The job must be done at low tide because that is
the only time the 26-inch line is visible and not under
water," he said. "But currently the tides aren't
cooperating with our work schedule.
"Low tide occurs approximately every 12 hours.
Right now, low tides are running higher than usual
because of the recent storm. That should subside in a
day or two. But by then the low tides will be occuring at
times when the men don't usually work.
"The low tides for yesterday were at about 2:30
a.m. and 2:45 p.m. Today they are supposed to be
around 3:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., so everyday there is a
change with the low tide going out a little later. We estimate that we won't have a good low tide until the later
part of next week. That is, one that will occur during
normal working hours and still give the men some time
to do the job before going on overtime.
Vitale said that he would advise the mayor and
council of the situation and see what they want to do.
The city was supposed to have capped the pipe this
week, but that was before Hurricane Belle reared her
destructive head. Representatives of the U.S. Environmental Protection Ageacy (EPA) were to have
supervised the job. But due to the pending storm and the
impact it might have on the environment in the
metropolitan New York-New Jersey area, the EPA was
unable to send anyone to Hoboken for the capping
ceremonies.
The sewer line, located between docks 5 and 6 in the
ship repair facility, is discharging what is believed to be
untreated sewerage into the Hudson River.
«~ Dye tests conducted by the city determined that the
discharge was not originating in the shipyard but failed
to show where it was coming from. By capping the line
— actually it will be plugged — the city expects to force
the waste to back up to its point of origin and thus reveal
its source.

By CAROLE FELDMAN
A U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency study which discovered cancercausing agents outside a Hoboken industrial plant has stirred the interest of
Hudson County officials who say they will
seek state funds to monitor and regulate
county pollution levels.
"We are in the process of researching
some laws and regulations," said county
Director of Health and Public Safety
'William Jones, adding that the county is
currently awaiting a report from the
state on the carcinogens found in the
area.
"Under the new county code," Jones

Water, sewer
gripes still
expected
The furor Hoboken expected over
its new water and sewerage rates to
local users hasn't materialized — at
least not since July 1 when the bills
using the new rate started going out to
the city customers.
However, Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale, who is also in
charge of the water and sewer departments, still expects it to come.
"Actually, it's still too early to
expect many complaints," said the
director. "The bills only started going
out at the beginning of the month, and
there are many, many property
owners who haven't received them
yet. But they will, and I'm sure we're
going to hear from a lot of them."
According to Vitale, the new
rates are intended to cover the cost of
the increased fees Hoboken is to pay
to Jersey City for water, and to make
the water and sewer utilities selfsustaining.
The old charge for water was
$4.50 per 1,000 cubic feet of water with
a minimum charge of $20 a year. The
new rate is $10.50 per 1,000 and a
minimum charge of $44 a year.
Sewerage rates are also
measured in cubic feet and based on
the amount of water used by the
customer. The old rates were $3.10
per 1,000 cubic feet for the first 25.00Q
feet; $3 per 1,000 for the next 50,000;
$2.90 per 1,000 for the next 125,000;
$2.80 per 1,000 for the next 300.00%
$2.70 per 1,000 for the next 700,000;
and $2.60 for every 1,000 cubic feet
over 2 million!
There was a minimum charge of
$14 per year.
The new sewerage rates keep the
same cubic foot breakdown but the
prices have also gone up. It now costs
$5 per 1,000 cubic feet for the first
25,000 cubic feet; the rate then goes to
$4.90, $4.80, $4.65, $4.50, and $4.35 per
1,000 cubic feet over 2 million cubic
feet. The minimum fee has been increased to $20 a year.
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It will be interesting to hear what
reason Hoboken's Mayor Cappiello gives
for his decision to fire Business Administrator Herman Bier.
The impending dismissal can De
overridden if six of the nine City Council
members vote to nullify it. The realities
are that the councilmen will not decide
on the basis of how well or how poorly
Bier is doing his job, but on the basis of
political allegiance.
Those staunchly in the mayor's
camp can be expected to support Cappiello. Those in the faction considered
anti-Cappiello will vote against the
mayor.
It goes without saying that if Bier is
doing a good job for the city, or even a
satisfactory job, he should be retained,
even if he is personally obnoxious to the
mayor.
In withholding his reason for the firing, presumably Cappiello is employing
• strategy in line with the forthcoming
confrontation with the council. Most
Hoboken residents are not identified
with either political faction and it might
sit better with them if the mayor came
out and told them what it is all about,
rather than continue keeping them in the
dark.

Dog warden wants job 'permanently
Hoboken's dog warden of three
months wants out.
Alfred Chichizola said today that
he either wants to be made city's permanent dog warden or he wants to be
taken off the job.
Chichizola is employed under the
Concentrated Employment Training
Act (CETA) and is not a regular cit?
employe. He became dog warden
three months ago when the city was
forced to remove the previous
warden, Ray Ortiz, becuase of
charges against him for not properly
taking care of the animals he
collected.
According to Chichizola, he took
the job as warden with the understanding that after 90 days, the
regular trial period, he would be
made permanent if the city was
satisfied with his work. The 00 days
were up Aug. 3.

Hoboken receives $3.5 million grant
for continuing community development Hudson to ask funds
for air-cancer watch
By MICHAEL CROWLEY

Why?

Push on for' laridlords to get C of 0

said, "we have a mandate to get involved
in these kinds of areas." He cited the consumer protection and citizen servic*
provisions of the county charter.
The director plans on consulting with
the county legal department to determine
what action can be taken to protect
Hudson residents.
"We should know a little more by this
time next week," Jones said.

Canctr Causa Agents Found
The EPA study found cancer-causing
agents in the air around five North Jersey
industrial plants, including the Hoboken
site.
Benzene, an industrial solvent known to
cause leukemia, was found outside the
Hoboken industrial complex, as well as in
industrial areas of Paterson, Passaic and
Clifton.
Trichloroethylene, an industrial solvent that has caused cancer in laboratory
animals, was found near the Inmont and
Merck Corp. dye factory in Paterson.
In addition, vinyl chloride was discovered in the air around a Passaic vinyl
plant, Pantasote Corp., and near the
Givaudan Corp. chemical plant in Clifton.
New Jersey has the highest cancer
mortality rate in the nation, and the EPA
study was aimed at discovering possible
environmental causes for the increasingly high number of cancer deaths in the
state.
The EPA, however, while recording the
name of the nearest factory to the test
area, was not able to conclude that the
chemical it found originated at the factory.
The air pollution, EPA officials say,
may have been a result of a mixture of
chemicals from many plants.
While Hudson officials are considering
asking the state for funds to investigate
county air pollution, the state itself is
having problems finding the necessary
monies to establish a comprehensive;
program to detect and control cancer-'
causing elements in the atmosphere.
State Department of Environmental
Protection Commissioner David J.
Bardin had requested $2.3 million to start
just such a program but he was allotted
only $500,000 less than one-quarter of his
original request, in Gov. Brendan T.
Byrne's current budget.

Whose fault? '*"'/"
' N o t only the tenants, but the
landlords, would benefit by Hoboken's
proposed ordinance requiring landlords
tcjggt certificates of occupancy before
renting vacant apartments.
In many cases of code violations, the
landlord claims he corrected the
deficiencies, but the ungrateful or
careless tenants quickly undid his good
work.
The ordinance should settle these
questions. If the apartment had been certified as violation-free at the time it was
rented and violations were reported a
short time later, the landlord could justly claim the apartment was in good
shape when the tenant moved in. A
destructive tenant would be out of luck.
There are problems to solve before
adopting such an ordinance, but it seems
worth the try.

But Pubfic Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale says that that
might have been Chichizola's understanding but it wasn't his.
"The position of dog warden isn't
funded in this year's budget so I can't
appoint
job," "-""*
said Vitale,
,/<--'"' him
—— to
- the
-••- >-->
:,"-£'
" a t l f s t " * o n t n e ^ p a y r o l l c T :«o
best
I c a n d o ' s c<>ntmue th* e * i s t " £
situation until next year and then see
wna
i , c a ? , b e d.one
But lf he doesn't want the job, I'll
remove him. I don't know where else
I can use him, so we may just have to
let him go entirely."
Vitale added that the former dog
„ Ortiz, was
. not carried on the
warden,
Payroll as warden but as a truck
payroll
driver for public works. He said that
there weren't any openings in public
works for any more truck drivers. Ortiz is snow working as a driver for the
department.

Chichizola said that he has stopped taking calls at night even though
the job requires him to be on call 24.
hours a day.
"I've done the job and I think I did
it well," he continued. "There haven't
been any complaints from local residents since I began so I must be doing
it to their satisfaction, if not the
directors."
1
the three jobs — truck driver,
dog warden and CETA — the CETA is
the lowest paid. The warden is next
and the truck driver gets the most If
the city wants me to perform all the
duties of the dog warden it should at
least pay me the standard wage "
Starting salary for a city truck
driver is $8,500 while a dog warden
makes $1,000 less. Chichizola makes
almost $1,000 less than the warden's
position pays,

Hoboken going to court
to geUnip poking fees
Hoboken will file suit today or Mervyn's Midnight Waterfront
tomorrow in the Chancery Division of Beauty Inc., $100 a day for the dockHudson County Superior Court ing. Discussions with officials of both
against the owners of the Fifth and firms by Bartletta were supposed to
Sixth Street piers in an effort to claim have produced a verbal agreement for
the money the pier owners have been the city to get the money, the director
getting for allowing a large grain ship said. But the city has yet to see any of,
to dock since June 24.
the $5,000 that has been or will be paid*
Albert Shea, the city legal assis- to Mervyn's, he added.
,
tant who is preparing the suit, said it
Except for a token payment of
should be completed today and filed some $20,000 which covered part of
today or tomorrow. Shea would not the taxes for 1973, the year the city
disclose the city's strategy or the sold the pier, no taxes have been paid
grounds on which the city believes it since. The piers were originally
has a claim on the rent monies.
purchased by the River towing Co,
However, part of the city's action for $70,000. In 1974, it sold them for
is expected to be based on the fact the same price to the current owners.
that it has a tax lien on the property
Bartletta said that River Towing
and therefore has the right to collect is still using the piers to moor its
all rents and apply them to the taxes barges. State records show that some
owed.
corporate officials ot Kiver Towing
The suit is being undertaken at were also corporate members of the
the request of Revenue and Finance Mervyn's firm.
Director Frank J. Bartletta and
Councilman-at-large Francis X.
Leahy.
The "Achilles," a 712-grain ship
owned by the Newport Tankers Corp.
of Manhattan, docked at the pier in
June. It is reported to be waiting for
federal clearance to pick up a load of
grain for transport to the Soviet
Union.
i
According to Bartletta, the com| pany says it is paying the pier owners,
The Hoboken school
'board has approved the
new salary guide for the1
, teachers even though the
j amount they are to get is
1
still under dispute.
At last night's board
meeting the panel unanimously approved the
guide which includes $400
; raises due under the new
contract approved after
last year's teacher's strike.
The teachers, however,
have filed suit claiming
that they are actually due
$800 this year even though
the board insists that $400
is all they are going to get.
Both sides say they will
have to wait for a court
decision before the matter
is finally settled.

Teachers',/^
7
raises (5K
in Hoboken

Shipowner agrees to pay
$100 a day to Hoboken
I

By Peter Haliam
The owner of the ship docked at
the Fifth Street Pier in Hoboken has
agreed to pay the city $100 a day to
continue mooring the vessel but wants
to talk it over with city officials first,
Revenue and Finance Director Frank
J. Bartletta said today.
According to Bartletta, a vice
president of Newport Tankers Corp.
contacted him and advised him that it
was paying $100 a day to the pier
owners and the company would be
willing to pay that amount to the city
to continue docking the ship where it
is.
"He said that I should be getting a
registered letter from the company's
attorney concerning this matter,"

continued Bartlefta. "In the meantime, the company with its attorney
would like to come in and discuss the
problem."
The problem is that the shipping
company has been paying the pier
o w n e r s , M e r v y n ' s Midnight
Waterfront Beauty Inc., the rental.
But the city has a tax lien on the
property and believes it is entitled to
the rents, not the company.
Adding to the citv's case is a
stretch of 300 feet of underwater cityowned land between the Fifth Street
Pier and the Port Authority's Pier C.
Although it is reported that there are
various legal documents that give the
owners of the two piers the right to
dock vessels over the city's underwater land, there are also fees involved for this privilege and they, too,
haven't been paid to the city.
Bartletta said that at first he felt
the $100-a-dav rent was low. However,
after checking with some shipping
companies and the Port Authority he
felt that it was "within reason and The
going price for the area "

Oe Hascaie's portrait
One of Hoboken's mayors is missing.
j
A recently-hung photographic portrait of former
Mayor Louis DePascale that graced the second floor
corridors of Hoboken Cith Hall with portraits of five
other mayors, has been removed after someone
scratched out the eyes.
According to a Public Works Department
spokesman, the vandalism was discovered yesterday
morning by one of the City Hall cleaning women. He
said that the incident occurred sometime between 4
p.m. Monday, closing time for most city offices, and 8
a.m. yesterday.
"The woman at first didn't realize that the picture
had been vandalized," the spokesman said. "But she
thought it was odd how the eyes in Mayor DePascale's
portrait seemed to follow her no patter where she went'
in the area.
"She then took a close-up look and said that the entire iris of each eye had been scratched out down to the
white paper on which the portrait was made," he added.
The spokesman said that the DePascale portrait
will be sent to the photographer who did the work for
repair. However, there is still a question of whether the
photographer will do the repair work or if it can be done
at all.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has approved Hoboken's plans for the rerotMtnictinn of
thp cf>..unap mrminc> «rarinn at 11th and Hudson Streets,
which was destroyed by an explosion 11 months ago, and
determined that it will not have any impact on the environment.
Public Works Director Raphael P. Vltale said that
he received notification from the EPA of its approval a
few days ago.
"This was one of the last items that had to be approved prior to actually receiving the funds we need
from the federal government for the reconstruction
work," said the director.
The cost of the work Is estimated by the EPA at
$490,000. Of that amount, the federal government will
give Hoboken $367,800. The remaining $122,200 is the
city's responsibility.
According to Vltale, the city's insurance will offset
a portion of the reminder. The rest will come from the
city itself, the Community Development Agency, or the
state.
He added that as soon as the city is sure of its
financing it intends to file suit against the party it
believes responsible for the explosion. No one has been
officially named. However, shortly after the explosion
it was determined that a quantity of flammable liquid
had escaped into the city's sewer system from the Alco
Gravure printing plant. But city officials have never,
publicly stated mat the liquid or fumes from it caused I
the blast.
I

Union Drydock will buy old Hoboken pier
In spite of a serious fire in June decided to go through with the
that caused heavy damage to one of purchase. He said that a closing
the three remaining good piers at the should be held in approximately 3D
old Penn Central marine repair days.
facility along Hoboken's waterfront,
Union Drydock was one of several
the Union Drydock Co. of Weehawken companies that had bid on the
has decided to continue with its plans waterfront property. Its high bid was
to buy the property, it was learned to- for $210,000. However, the spokesman
day.
declined to say if the price had been
A company spokesman said that, renegotiated with the railroad
after further discussion among its of- because of the damage to the pier.
finals and with thp railroad, it was
Representatives of the company
and Hoboken city officials will meet
tomorrow to discuss several matters
pertaining to the facility, the
spokesman continued.
"Of prime concern will be
security at the facility until such time
as we take title and can provide our
own," he asserted. "Another serious
fire in the meantime could very easily
kill the transaction."
Within the last two years there
have been close to two dozen fires at
the facility, some serious. Almost all
of them have been suspicious and attributed by fire officials to youngsters
playing in the area. Efforts by the city
to get the bankrupt railroad to beef up
patrols by its police or to fence in the
property have not been successful.
The repair facility originally contained five or six long piers.

says fair share$$99,
Clark say
due'for
'f Columbus Park

Hudson County Executive
Edward F. Clark Jr., today disagreed
with Hoboken Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri over whether the
county was short-changing Hoboken
on planned renovations of Columbus
Park at 10th and Clinton Sts.
Recently, Ranieri wrote to Clark
and complained that the county was
planning to spend almost nothing on
Columbus Park compared to the
money that was going to be poured
into other county park facilities.
But according to Clark, not only
isn't the county short-changing
Hoboken, Columbus Park, for its size,
will be getting more money than any
other park in the county.
Clark said that a total of $57,000
will be spent on Columbus Park in
state Green Acres funds for
rehabilitation and redevelopment.
The park takes up 2.6 acres of land —
so $21,923.07 will be spent there per
acre.
The county will be spending
$939,412 on Lincoln Park in Jersey
City — the county's largest park with
273.42 acres — which averages to only
$3,435 an acre. The county will spend
$2,854 per acre on the 97.6 acres in
Bayonne Park and only $1,863 per
acre on the 167.32 acres in North
Hudson-Braddock Park in North
Bergen.
i
"In reviewing these figures one
can see that the expenditures for
Columbus Park are very high in

relationship to the other parks in the
program," said Clark.
According to Clark, the funds for
Columbus Park will be used for a
roller-ice skating rink, lighting for
tennis courts and a new rest room
facility.
After reviewing Clark's figures,
Ranieri said he tended to agree with
the county executive. However, he
still felt that Hoboken should get
more.
"There are certain facts that I
don't think were taken into consideration," he continued. "One is
that our 2.6 acres must serve
something like 45,000 people. Because
it is so small and must serve so many,
more should be done to make it servicable and available to the people.
"However, I must concede that
based on Mr. Clark's figures, the1'
county is making an effort in
Hoboken's behalf."
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$4,000 in rent money from the owners
of a grain ship docked at the Fifth
Street pier in Hoboken, the city also
may have to go after the owners for
more than $600 in charges for using
city water, it was learned today
Councilman-at-large Franxis X.
Leahy said today that the grain ship
"Achilles," owned by the Newport
Tankers Corp., is apparently hooked

number of property owners have contacted the rent leveling board in the
last few days inquiring about rent increases for tenants because of the
water rate increase.

~$:f

Hoboken wants to save money by razing two
' buildings instead of one — though it remains to be seen
how much it will cost.
At the recommendation of city Public Works Director Raphael Vitale, the city council tomorrow is expected to reject bids receiyed for the demolition of 318
Monroe St., a vacant three-story frame structure.
Instead, Vitale told city lawmakers at last night's
council caucus, it would be "cheaper" to knock down
that building along with the adjacent one at 316 Monroe
St. — which is also three levels, with a single tenant.
Both city-owned buildings share a common fireescape, said Vitale, and if the city moved to raze 318
Monroe alone, it would have to replace the fire escape.
Each is in dilapidated condition, he said.
Consequently, the council will probably authorize
readvertising for bids on both dwellings.
In other business, the council is expected to:
• Approve payment of nearly $200,000 of the total
$317,000 Sept. 1 interest owed by the city parking
authority on its outstanding bonds which financed construction of its Grogan Plaza garages. The authority
will pay the balance.
• Sanction a one-year contract for $10,000 with the

hydran{ r m
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Peace appears to have descended
at last on the administration of
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello with
the controversy over the mayor's intended dismissal of Business Administrator Herman Bier coming to
an end.
A truce may have been worked
out by the city council yesterday,
provided the mayor and Bier can
work out their differences at a
meeting today. The meeting was to
have taken place yesterday within
two hours of the special council
meeting, but was delayed until today
at the mayor's request.
According to Bier, the mayor
called him on the telephone after the
special meeting and asked if he could
meet with him today instead of
yesterday. Bier agreed.
Contrary to reports, Bier is not
yet off the city payroll even though
the council did not override the

that

Hoboken's
cops weigh
arbitration
Hcboken's policemen, still looking for a
way to wrest what they feel is a favorable
contract offer from the city, are thinking
of going into binding arbitration to help
settle the protracted labor-dispute with
City Hall.
But whether the city is willing to agree
to binding arbitration is "doubtful," according to a PBA spokesman
City officials have previously indicated
they want to negotiate with the cops
without outside help, and a recent
meeting between both sides and a
mediator from the state Public Employment Relations Committee (PERC) has
failed to bring a settlement any closer.
According to sources, the city has offered the PBA a 16.5 per cent across-theboard wage hike spread over three years.
The PBA reportedly wants a raise in excess of 20 per cent, and has indicated it
will not accept any offer that does not include raises for 1976.

The water bills reflecting the new
rate for both water and sewerage
began going out last month. The
water rate has gone from a minimum
of $4.50 per 1,000 cubic feet to $10.50.
per thousand. And no one, even those
who use very little water will pay less
than $44 a year when the minimum
used to be $20. the minimum for
sewerage went from $14 a year to $20
with the cubic foot rate going up more
than 60 per cent for larger users.

Alow turn after full stop
at 2 more intersections
Two more Hoboken intersections
have been posted with signs telling
motorists they can make right turns
on red lights after coming to a full
stop, Thomas Vecchione, head of the
public safety department's Traffic
and Signal Division, said today.
One is at First and Washington
streets and the other is at Observer
Highway and Washington Street.
The signs were installed at 11th and
Washington streets two weeks ago.
According to Vecchione, the city
is allowing the turns to be made at
selected intersections so it will know
in advance where to anticipate trouble come January when a new state
law permitting such turns at any red
light goes into effect.
He said that municipalities have

the right to post signs prohibiting the
turns, but it must show the state that
there is a danger to the public and
pass appropriate ordinances authorizing the signs.
Vecchione added that the
preliminary results at 11th and
Washington streets indicated that
there shouldn't be any problems.
"But the real test will come next
month when the kids go back to
school," he said. "Wallace School is
only a few blocks away and there are
a lot of children in the area who will
be crossing the street at this point."
Vecchione said that if the turn
causes problems for the youngsters
the city might prohibit the turns during school hours.

Council to .debate appraiser hiring
Lengthy debate is expected
Wednesday night when the Hoboken
City Council meets to consider among
other items, a resolution that would
rehire the realy appraisal firm of
William Robertson and Son as the
city's special tax appraiser at $10,000
a year.
F o r m e r M u n i c i p a l Court
Magistrate Charles DeFazio Jr. has
been urging the council for almost a
year to seek such services by bid and
had been assured on several occasions
that it would be done when the city's
current contract with the firm expired.
According to DeFazio, Hoboken's
need for the services of the company
are no longer as great as they were 10
or 20 years ago. He believes that, if
the city should put it out to bid, it
probably would get a lower price.
DeFazio is expected to be one of

the speakers who will urge the council
to table the resolution and seek bids.
A resolution that the council had
tabled at its last meeting because the
wording wasn't clear has oeen
amended and is back on the agenda
for Wednesday's night session.
It authorizes an agreement
between the Community Development Agency (CDA) and Richard P.
Brown • Associates, professional
design and planning consultants, for
the preparation of plans and designs
for the bicycle path along River Road.
The first resolution had specified
a price of $3,500. However, the council
claimed that CDA Director Fred
Bado had told it at the Monday caucus
that the contract would be no more
than $3,500 and probably less. Several
councilmen expressed concern that,
since the resolution specified $3,500,

bouble demotion seen as economy
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"P tft a r ' r v f'rp hydrant and is using
city water without paying for it.
J
J
"If
"" it" !is a city
*~ uhydrant
— -then
— the
owners owe us at least $660 and
probably a lot more," he said. "Our
minimum daily charge for hooking up
to a fire hydrant for water is $15 a day
and the ship has been there since June
24.
i f we can hook a meter up to the

the ship is using more than $15 worth
of water a day. But if we can't meter
it, we'll have to settle for the $15-aday fee."
Leahy said he reported the situation to both Mayor Steve Cappiello
and Public Works Director Raphael
P. Vitale.
The mayor said he was sending a
member of the water department to
check out the councilman's claim.
Cappiello said if it is a city hydrant
the company would be billed for the
water it has used.
"How much will depend on
whether or not we can meter the
hydrant or not," he said. "If we can
meter it, we'll average out the usage
for the days back to June 24. If we
can't they'll be billed at the $15-a-day
rate."
The mayor would not say whether
the city would turn off the water if the
bill wasn't paid promptly,
"We'll bill them first and see
what happens," he added,
Hoboken is preparing to file suit
in U.S. District Court in an attempt to
get the $100-a-day the ship owners
have been paying to the pier owners
for docking there. Hoboken has a tax
lien on the property and wants to apply the rental money to the back taxes.

Rent board won t OK
water rate pass-along
The Hoboken Sent Leveling
Board has some bad news for
landlords who are preparing to raise
the rents of their tenants to help pay
for the almost 100 per cent increase in
city water and sewerage rates — they
can't do it.
Joseph Hottendorf, chairman of
the board, said today that there isn't
any provision in the board's regulations which would allow it to approve
rent increases for landlords
specifically because their water rates
have gone up.
"They are entitled to raise rents
to cover increases in the overall
operating costs, but all increases
must be governed by the overall
costs," he said, "not one specific
item. However, 1 think it is
premature at this time to think about
increased costs.
"First, it is my understanding
that the water and sewer rate increases are designed to offset the increase in the Jersey City water rate
and the deficit the water department
has been operating under. That
deficit, something like $300,000 a
year, had been made up through city
tax dollars. "
"So in making the water department self-sufficient with higher rates
there should be an equal reduction in
the amount of tax dollars that were
once needed to take care of the
deficit."
According to Hottendorf, a

Cappiello-Bier fight
1/17/M
1-1now in truce stage

Ship may haje to pay
Hoboken for water use

SewagB station funds due

Missing mayor

tax appraisal firm of William Robertson & Son to defend
what city Law Director Larry Florio called the city's
"high-price range assessments on industrial buildings
and waterfront properties" in "county and state
courts," functioning in Florio's words, as an "expert
witness."
• Clear an agreement between the city Community
Development Agency CDA) and Richard Browne Associates for not more than $3,500 to prepare plans and
design for a bicycle path along River Road.

Hoboken poles*/*"*
to be moved W

The poles in question are those
The Public Service Electric and
running
along the north side of Third
Gas Co. has apparently decided to
move the electrical utility poles on a Street by the Clock Towers apartment
section of Third Street in Hoboken to building. The high tension lines are
avoid any legal entanglement with the approximately three-to-four feet
city's electrical inspector because the away from the building. They should
high tension wires are too close to an be at least six feet away under the
code.
apartment building.
Because the lines are so close
Fireman Paul Marzocca, the
city's electrical inspector, said today thev have caused two problems for
that Public Service has started digg- the owners of the rehabilitated facing new holes for the utility poles on tory building. Balconies running along
Third Street, between Adams and Jef- the entire length of the building on
ferson streets, but the company Third St. have had to be enclosed with
hasn't formally notified him that the heavy wire to prevent the possibility
of children living there from reaching
work is being done.
"The only reason I know they are out with sticks and touching the
trying to comply with the city's wires. And that side of the building
electrical code is that I saw them do- has not yet been painted to match the
ing the work," he said. "I haven't rest because the wires are too close.
Public Service had offered to
received any response to my letter of
move
the wires but wanted more than
two weeks ago and I haven't been able
to reach the company official in $3,000 from the building owners to
temporarily relocate 4hem.
charge of this area."

that was the amount that would have
to be paid. The wording was changed
since the last meeting and now states
"up to, but not to exceed $3,500."
Two other resolutions, tabled at
the last meeting, are also back on the
agenda. Both grant tax exemptions to
Northvale Associates IIIA & IIIB for
several rehabilitation projects. They
are 1233, 1235, and 1237 Park Ave.;
1310 and 1312 Bloomfield St.; 50, 52,
54, 56 Uth St.; and 100, 1006 and 1014
Clinton St.
Hoboken's last remaining department store has requested a going-outof-business-sale permit. A communication from City Clerk Anthony
J. Amoruso notifies the council that
such a permit has been issued to
Mickey Finn's Department Store on
First Street for the one-month period
between Aug. 12 and Sept. 12.
The council will be asked to
authorize Mayor Steve Cappiello to
serve as the city's official representative is dealing with state and
federal officials to secure federal
funds for reconstruction of the
sewage pumping station at 11th and
Hudson Streets. The station was
destroyed by an explosion almost a.
year ago and the city is seeking
almost $400,000 in federal funds to
build a new one.

Taxes going
Hoboken's Rent Board will noff allow
allo
landlords to pass along their 100 per cent
increases in water and sewerage rates,
because the increases would wipe out a
deficit which until now has been made up
through taxes paid by the property
owners.
The theory is that the extra money
the landlord must pay for water and
sewerage will be recouped through a lessening of taxes because the water and
sewerage deficits will be met by increased rates and not by taxes.
The board clearly seems correct in
its interpretation of its regulations. Rent
increases are permitted only when there
are overall increases in operating costs.
But the landlords, and all the other
property owners, may be justified in
greeting the announcement with loud
cries of derision. Taxes have a way of going up and up and, if they have ever gone
down, it was so long ago that most of us
would have trouble recalling when.
Those who spend the tax money always
have some "good" reason not to lower
the levy.

State to get bill
tor Sail expense
Hoboken will be submitting a bill for $28,413.60 to
the state as the costs it icurred for participating in
, Operation Sail over the July 4 weekend, it was announced today.
According to Mayor Steve Cappiello, almost $24,000
of the total amount was for overtime paid to public
safety and public works personnel during the thre-day
period from July 3 to 5.
The mayor said the city's actual cost was closer to
$28,500 but the city was absorbing close to $2,000
because it was used to purchase materials and supplies
that the city is keeping and can use again.
"We are billing the state for the overtime, portable
toilets and the renting of oxygen," he said. "However,
the cost of such items as lumber from which we made
barricades will be assumed by the city since they can be
used again by the police and public works."
The mayor said he expected the bill would be paid,
at least most of it.
"I think the state will live up to its commitment,"
be said. "If it doesn't, then I don't think anyone will get
paid for the cost he incurred."

Cappiello willing to discuss
cops manpower shortage
Mayor Steve Cappiello,
Hoboken's public safety
director, is willing to sit
with representatives of the
Policemen's Benevolent
Association (PBA) and discuss the department's
manpower shortage, but
the matter will end there.
The mayor said today
that he is "always willing
to enter into discussion on
such matters, out not
always able to make commitments."
According to James
Behrens, PBA president,
the department is short a
total of 74 men, on the basis
of the manning document.
"Take today for example
— two police cars were on

patrol in a city of 45,000
people," said Behrens.
"That's unrealistic and
puts the men in the cars in
greater danger."
Behrens said that the
PBA can't force the city to
maintain any set number of
police cars in duty at any
given time, although the
city is required by contract
to make sure than there are
two patrolmen to each car
in use.
"If one car gets into a
situation and requires help
the second car is sent," he
continued. "That would
leave the city with no vehicles on patrol. It is a
dangerous situation for our

c i t i z e n s and for the
police."
According to Behrens,
the PBA feels the city
should be moving to hire
some more patrolmen.
"Realistically, we don't
expect the city to bring the
patrolmen ranks up to full
strength, but some new
men should be hired to fill
the gaps created by retirements that keep getting
bigger and bigger," he asserted.
Mayor Cappiello said the
city will be hiring some
new men, but he didn't
know e x a c t l y w h e n .
However, he had not
decided how many would

be

dd

mayor's action, and the mayor has
yet to withdraw it.
Law Director Lawrence Florio
said that it was his interpretation of
the state statutes that the 20-day
period for Bier's dismissal to take effect ends today, not yesterday.
Seven council members snowed
up for the special meeting, called by
the mayor to give the councilmen an
opportunity to consider his dismissal
action against Bier. They were
Anthony H. Romano, Salvatore
Cemelli, Louis Francone, council
President Martin J. Brennan, Nunzio
Malfetti, Francis X. Leahy and Bernard Scrivani. Missing were Robert
A. Ranieri and Walter Cramer.
Brennan opened the meeting by
asking both the council members and
citizens who had packed the council
chambers to remain calm in discussing the situation.
"This is an emotional day for the
council and the public," he said. "In
the best interests of everyone concerned, let us keep our cool, so to
speak. If anyone in the audience
desires to be heard on this matter
they will be given the opportunity."
City Clerk Anthony J. Amoruso
then read a resolution that would
override the mayor's intended dismissal of Bier. The business administrator was given first crack at
addressing the council.
Bier declared that he still had no
knowledge of why the mayor was dismissing him or whether he had done
anything wrong that prompted the
mayor's action. He added that he
apologized if he had offended the
mayor or council in any way.
The council then adjourned for 15
minutes to discuss the matter in
private, pointing out that a matter of
personnel was involved and a private
discussion was authorized under the
Sunshine Law.
When the council returned, Bier
again addressed the council and reaffirmed his apology. He then asked the
council to intercede for him with the
mayor. The council then adjourned
for the second time.
At 12:35 p.m. the meeting was
reopened. Brennan said they had
listened to Bier's request and called
the mayor in for a conference in the
city clerk's office.
"The mayor has agreed to give
this matter serious consideration and
will be in touch with Mr. Bier within
two hours," said Brennan.
The council then unanimously
voted to withdraw from consideration
the resolution that would have
defeated the mayor's effort to dismiss
Bier and the special meeting was
ended.
So, while peace seems to be near,
one final action is still required to ceiment it. Mayor Cappiello must still
withdraw his notification of dismissal
before 4 p.m. this afternoon.
"There was going to be only one
loser if this situation wasn't resolved
— the city," remarked one councilman. "The last thing we need is a
political war and I'm afraid that this
was going to lead to just that."

Hoboken CDA
gets allfunds
it sought
It will be business as planned for
the Hoboken Community Development Agency (CDA) for the next
year.
Sen. Harrison A. Williams announced yesterday that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) is giving the
CDA a grant of $3,446,000 for the second year of its program — exactly
what the Hoboken CDA had asked for.
According to Williams, the funds
should be released to Hoboken by Friday.
A spokesman for the CDA said the
money will be used to pay for the continuation of existing programs and the
development of several new ones, as
required by the city.
Joseph Cicala, housing director
or the CDA who is filling in for the
vacationing program director, Fred
M. Bado, said that the bulk of the
funds — almost $2 million — will be
devoted to public works projects and
housing rehabilitation-restoration.
"Approximately $1.2 million •will
be used for public works projects such
as the development of the old Erie
Lackawanna railroad terminal into a
shopper mall and recreation area, and
parks restoration," he continued.
"More than $500,000 will go into
the continuation of rehabilitation
programs and the neighborhood
preservation and restoration
program."

Painter to fix eyes
in vandalized portrait
A Hoboken artist has agreed to attempt to repair the portrait of former
Mayor Louis DePascale without
charge to the city, Public Works
Director Raphael P. Vitale said today.
Louis Taglieri, director of the
SMILE Senior Citizen Center, will try
to repair the picture which had hung
on the wall at City Hall along with the
portrait of five more mayors.
The portrait was removed
Wednesday morning when a city hall
cleaning woman noticed that someone
had scratched out the iris in both eyes
exposing the white paper on which the
portrait was done.
Vitale said the vandalism was being investigated but that there was little hope of finding out who did it.
"We have absolutely jno idea of

when it happened," Vitale said. "All
we know is when it was noticed and
that was around 7:45 a.m. Wednesday
morning. We assume that it happened
sometime between closing time Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning, but it could have been done before
and gone unnoticed or unreported for
hours, maybe even days.
"Without some reference point in
time which would help eliminate possible suspects there isn't too much
that can be done. There are just too
many people who have access to the
building and the area."
Taglieri, still an active painter,
has conducted a number of art classes
for senior citizens for the city. Vitale
said that Taglieri believed he could
repair the portrait without any great
problems.

Hoboken may get public safety head
Is there a new department director in Hohoken's future?
According to high city sources,
the public safety department, which
is currently under the direction of
Mayor Steve Cappiello, may become
a separate entitv with its own director
as part of the settlement of the feud
between the mayor and Business Administrator Herman Bier.
Due to a death in his immediate
family, the mayor was not available
for comment.
li is reported that as part of the
settlement Bier and First Ward Councilman Anthony H. Romano publicly
will endorse the mayor for re-election
next year. The flairup that led to the
mayor's action to dismiss Bier is said
to have been prompted by Bier's efforts to groom Romano as Cappiello's
opposition.
The mayor's dismissal notice is
still hanging over Bier's head, but the
mayor has not yet taken that last final
step—removing Bier from office and
the pay roll.
City sources say the mayor
realized after moving to remove the
director that several councilmen, including Romano, were staunchly in
Bfer's corner. While they might not
hive enough votes to block the dismissal by overriding the mayor's action,
they could block some important city
business when it came to the council
for approval. And the mayor would
need the support of those councilmen
and their followers if he hoped to be
the favorite in next year's election.
It is said that in return for the end
of anti-administration activity the
mayor will keep Bier on as business
administrator, go along with the
separation of the public safety department from his office, and allow the
dissident councilmen to pick the
director.
Bier was also unavailable for

comment, A member'of his office know if the incumbents will be seekstaff said the director was taking a ing re-election — they haven't said —
week's vacation and was not expected and, if they don t, who win oe on toe
back until the latter part of next ticket in their stead?"
week.
According to administration
Romano, who is also business sources, the mayor will have at least
manager for the Hoboken school one council spot to fill, possiblv two.
system, said he didn't know anything on his ticket. Councilman-at-large
about the rumored separation of the Francis X. Leahy has publicly said he
public safety department. However, will not run with Cappiello again,
he declined to give any details of the although he has not discounted the
negotiations he and Cappiello were possibility of running for re-election
engaged in for several days prior to as an independent or on an opposition
the mayor's decision not to fire Biet ticket.
after all.
Sources say that Councilman-at"I will say that our prime interest l a r g e Robert A. R a n i e r i i s
was the city," said the councilman. questionalbe for health reasons. He
"But anything further than that has a heart condition and is reported
to have suffered a mild heart attack
should come from the mayor.
The last time the Public Safety during the early part of the summer.
Department was a separate departIt is said his family is urging him
ment was under the administration of not to seek re-election. Administrathe late John J. Grogan. Under the ad- tion sources say the decision will be
ministration of former Mayor Louis Ranieri's.
DePascale the department was
The third spot, and the only sure
placed under the direction of the law one, is Councilman-at-large Bernard
department. When the Cappiello ad- Scrivani. It is reported he was offered
ministration came to power it was and accepted a bid for re-election
switched from the law department to shortly after the mayor announced
the mayor's office.
that he was running in 1977. However,
The rumor is not entirely without rumors persist that Scrivani, who is
some foundation — coming on several city Republican chairman, is still inprevious occasions from Cappiello terested in the post of director of
himself. The mayor has admitted he revenue and finance, now held by
finds the duties of public safety direc- Frank J. Bartletta, when the current
tor demanding, especially in conjunc- director steps down. But Bartletta
tion with the duties of being mayor. has not given any indication he plans
And on one occasion last year, the to quit the post soon.
mayor said he was seriously thinking
about separating the public safety
department from his office.
Romano, when asked if he was going to endorse the mayor for reelection next year, said: "I never said
I wouldn't. I just think it's too early to
start worrying about next year's election. The mayor still has to firm up
his ticket with three councilmen-atlarge candidates. As yet, we don't

Well, he won't pay
Necessity is the mother
of invention and according
to Vincent F. Petrignani of
Hoboken, she's very closely related to independence,
economy and self-reliance.
P e t r i g n a n i , 53, i s
probably the only person in
Hoboken in recent years
who has sunk his own well.
"There was a choice involved," said Petrignani.
"I'm very interested in
horticulture and have been
See Editorial:
ON HIS OWN
On Page 20.
ever since I was a kid. I
grow my own plants and
trees but that takes a lot of
water. The choice was
either give it up or pay the
city twice what I have been
paying it for water."
He chose necessity. And
it gave birth to the idea of
digging his own well to beat
the city out of the 104 per
cent increase in its water
rate.
"Once I got started, it
was easy," he continued.
"I hydro-drilled to a depth
of about 65 feet and hit
water. It isn't good for
drinking or cooking, but it
is perfectly all right for my
plants and gardening."
Petrignani used city
water and a garden hose.
After the first section of
well pipe was sunk, the
hose was inserted into the

pipe and the water turned
on. It washed away the dirt
and enabled him to put in
the next length of pipe.
This process was repeated
until he hit ground water at
65 feet.
He then purchased a
pump and it is used to bring
up the water when needed.
The entire project cost
about $400, he estimated.
Petrignani's next project
he hopes will free him entirely of the city's water
system — his own artesian
well.
"I've looked into it and it
is realistic," said the
Hoboken native. "That's
how most Hoboken residents used to get their
water before there were
city water lines. In fact, St.
Ann's School had its own
well until 1954 when the
new school was built on top
of it."
He expects to have to
drill between 365 and 400
feet down before hitting
water fit for human consumption. The cost will be
somewhere around $15 a
foot, but Petrignani even
has that figured out.
"They're selling bottled
water in the supermarkets
for 99 cents a gallon," he
explained. "And they're
selling it at a pretty good
clip. I'd be willing to sell
my water at 10 cents a
gallon, plus the cost of the
container."

After his well is done,
Petrignani will attempt
solar heating and cooling
for his Madison Street
home, which was recently
completely rehabilitated
with a $17,000 loan from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and $20,000 of
his own money.
"Right now it is costing
me about $700 a year for
electricity for summer air
conditioning and $800 a
year for fuel oil for winter
heating," he said. "A solar
energy system for heating
and cooling purposes
should cost me between
$5,000 and $6,000 but the annual cost once installed will
be about $14, and that's for
maintenance."
Design engineering is
another one of his passions,
along with horticulture and
music. He spent many of
his working years with
Kueffel and Esser and
helped design the first
Braille slide rule. During
the 1960s he worked on a
submarine warfare project
which involved sending out
remote
controlled
helicopters to do away with
enemy subs.
He was with the Atlantic
Can Co. in Passaic for 15
years and recently started
working for the Maxwell
House Coffee Division of
General Foods Corp. in
Hoboken.

Hoboken still dumps
S/yj/sc
raw sewage into river
JU£>'

the director.
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY
The line, which is located at the
A Hoboken sewer line continues to discharge raw sewage into the Hudson River Bethlehem Steel shipyard between docks
5 and 6, is only visible at low tide, and
as city officials wait for the presence of
Environmental Protection Agency of- city workers must wait until the higher
ficials and favorable tides before the line tides caused by the storm subside.
,
Source a Mystery
'
can be plugged.
Meanwhile, city officials still do not
Public Works Director Raphael Vitale
said yesterday the line cannot be capped kntw where the line originates. The line
unless EPA officials are present while dws not show on any city maps, and no
on£ seems to know who is dumping the
city workers attempt to close it off.
The line was to be capped earlier this sewage into the line.
week but Hurricane Belle's anticipated
According to Vitale, dye tests have esimpact on the environment in the tablished that the discharge does not |
metropolitan area left the EPA with no originate in the shipyard or the city's
officials to spare for Hoboken, Vitale sewage treatment plant. The only clue !
said.
the city has is the chemical analysis of:
The storm also caused tides to run the pollutant. The flow has been idenhigher than normal, preventing access to tified as "partly gasoline, oil, and various
the 24-inch line which protrudes into the chemicals, " which would point to an ini
river below the water line, according to dustrial user.

Whose
Hoboken street sweepers, apparently unaware
that they are responsible for cleaning both sides of
Newark st., a county road, have neglected a section
there is front of Windsor Wax Co . Inc. until dirt has
completely covered the curb.
The company is located at 611 Newark St. and
workers there say that side of the street, the south
side, has not been cleaned in years.
The workers themselves shovel away some of
the dirt near a sewer drain because if they don't the
drain becomes clogged and flooding occurs, they
claim.

"I'm trying to interest
them at the plant to start
looking into the possibility
of seeking their own water
supply," he said. "The!
city's increased rates are
going to cost the company a
lot of money — maybe $1
million this year alone."
He has already convinced
Mayor Steve Cappiello. The
mayor said that the city,
which now buys water from
Jersey City, is seriously going to look into other
sources of water.
" T h e f a c t is that
Hoboken for many, many
years relied on wells," said
the mayor. "It wasn't until
the cost of sinking a well
became more expensive
than the running water
lines and hookup to a city
main that people stopped
digging their own.
"1 don't think conditions
have changed too much in
this area so that those !
water sources have been
eliminated. The only real
question is whether or not
the water would be fit for
human consumption."

jer firm changes name, disclaims debts
*u ctniA e-ti/ttiff »kni mi lit fho namp nf The
cult u/sc
was fnr
forfrh*»
the mtrnncn
purpose nf
of iMaim
claimthe
state shows that only the name of Thp suit
the corporation was changed. But ing rents that are being paid by the
"The company's position is now evMi il il.ct i s u new owner, sothtag nwriprs r>f a larpp train shiprtnrkprlRt
the Fifth Street pier since June 24,
that it isn't responsible for the debts changes.
along
with all other rents paid since
"The
city
has
a
lien
on
the
of Mervyn's," said Bartletta. "But as
property, not the corporation. They 1974.
can change ownership a hundred
Last month the state Board of
See Editorial:
times and the lien remains until Tax Appeals threw out the company's
TAX WIPEOUT
someone pays it or the city tax appeal, Bartletta said. It had 30
On Page 14.
forecloses."
days after to take the appeal higher,
provided it paid 75 per cent of the 1974
According to Bartletta, the city taxes to the city. The company had
far
as
I'm
concerned
its
the
same
will file suit this week in the Chancery until 4 p.m. yesterday afternoon to
Bartletta said today that the city
had the corporation checked out with company, the same people, and they Division of Hudson County Superior put up the money or its appeal would
Court against the owners. The suit
the New Jersey Secretary of State's still owe Hoboken a lot of money.
not be heard.
"From the way they're talking was to have been filed last week but
office and found that on March 1 of
"We wanted to see where we
this year the name was changed from they imply that they actually changed filing was delayed because of thewere going with the tax appeal before
status
of
the
company's
appeal
of
the
ownership
with
a
new
corporation
Mervyn's to M.M.W.B. Inc. Vin
Carriga was listed as the agent for the taking over. But the information from city's 1974 assessment on its property. instituting another legal action," said
Bartletta. "Besides, I sort of expected a settlement on the rents was
going to be made last week. It wasn't.
Bartletta said that Carriga was
supposed to have met with him last
week on the rents that were being
paid to Mervyn's by the Newport
Tankers Corp., the owner of the ship.
The company claims it has been paying River Towing or Mervyn's $100 a
day for mooring space.
"He never showed up," asserted
the director. "It's the third time he
asked for a meeting and failed to keep
the appointment."
To avoid the possibility of a suit
"If these men ar not qualified," I oppose kids' recreation, but a bike
Bartletta figures that the ship's
by the state Civil Service Department said Scrivani, "they shouldn't be on on that road would be dangerous."
owner has paid the pier owner approxagainst the city of Hoboken, members the (payroll) list because they Jeopar- Francone advised it might make
imately $6,000 since June for docking.
of the city council have agreed to dize everybody's salary and I'm going more sense to close the roadway to
That money, he says, is rightfully the
remove two disputed employes from to see to it that unless they do qualify traffic on weekends and then allow its
city's to be applied to the more than
that they are not put back on the use by bicyclists. "We'd be better off
the city payroll.
$249,747 in taxes that are owed on the
putting up a swimming pool in
At their meeting last night, the payroll.
piers from 1973 to the end of this year.
council voted to amend the city
"After all," continued Scrivani, Hoboken," he said.
,
The Fifth and Sixth Street piers
payrolls for the weeks ending Aug. 18, "I have to s i p the payroll and I don't
were purchased from the city in 1973
But Third Ward Councilman Sal
25 and Sept. 1 by deleting the names of want to jeopardize myself by doing Cemelli said the problem of traffic
by the River Towing Co. for $71,000. A
Norman Silon, a library worker, and anything illegal."
year later. River Towing sold the
"has been, brought to the attention of
Lewis Miller, a public works
Asked if either Silon or Miller had the mayor (in his capacity as public
property to Mervyn's but it has conemploye.
taken the Civil Service exam for his safety director) and police will be astinued to use the facilities for the
docking of barges. Since the time of
Council President Martin J. Bren- position, Scrivani replied: "I don't signed there."
the initial purchase, no taxes have
nan said after the meeting that Civil know,"
And Brennan, siding with
been paid to the city except for a
Service contends that other persons —
Scrivani said the matter has been Cemelli, criticized his colleagues for
token payment of approximately
who applied for the jobs that Simon referred by Malfetti and himself to "taking a definite negative attitude"
$20,000.
and Miller hold — took and passed city Business Administrator Herman toward the bike path and maintained
state Civil Service exams for those Bier, currently on vacation, for in- that "the consultant will know better
According to Albert Shea, the city
jobs.
vestigation.
than us what questions to answer
attorney who is preparing the suit
In other business at the meeting, about safety."
Brennan said "there's a good
which will list River Towing, Merchance" that Miller took the exam but the council voted 4-to-2 to table a
vyn's and Newport as defendants,
But Romano's motion to table
added that he was sure Silon, a resolution that would have authorized
the attorney for the tanker corporarelative of the late Dr. Milton Silon, the city Community Development c a r r i e d and t h e n e x t s t e p ,
tion told him that the rentals had
former city health officer, hadn't Agency (CDA) to enter into a con- presumably, will be for the council to
been paid to River Towing, not
tract, not to exceed $3,500, with consult with Crimmins when he
taken the test.
Mervyn's, but the payments were not
For this reason, said Brennan, the Richard P. Browne Associates, a con- recovers from his burn wounds.
up to date.
council deemed it advisable to take sulting firm, to develop plans for a
The council granted applications
"They stopped making the rent
Silon and Miller — both apparently bicycle path along Shore Road.
by Northvale Associates, led by
payments when the controversy came
Councilmen Anthony Romano, Walter and Joseph Barry, for tax exonly provisional appointments — until
up," "he said. "I don't know how much
the city's legal department has Walter Cramer, Louis Francone and emptions in return for a "minimum in
was paid but he assured me that the
Malfetti went along with a plea by lieu payment" involving 12 pieces of
checked out their status more fully.
company was willing to make the renThe matters was brought to the Robert King, a member of theproperty in the city that the limitedtal payments to the city. However,
council's attention Monday by audience, to delay drawing up plans dividend partnership association inthe tanker corporation will be listed
Councilmen-at-large Nuzio Malfetti until the city had a chance to check tends to renovate for future residenas part of the suit as a formality."
and Bernard Scrivani, members of further with police officials on safety tial use.
Shea said he would file it as soon
the council's administration commit- factors and patrol costs.
as
he
cleared it with his boss, Law
The properties were listed as;
tee, following the receipt of a letter
Ironically, Romano — who said
Director Lawrence Florio. But that
1233,
1235
and
1237
Park
Ave.,
1310
from Civil Service.
initially that Chief George W. Crimcould postpone the action for at least
Scrivani, reached at home last mins "favors a bike path" — urged and 1312 Bloomfield St., 50-52-54-56
another week. Florio, according to
11th
St.,
and
1000,
1006
and
1014
night (illness kept him away from last his colleagues to table the resolution
one of his staff members, is on vacanight's session), Aug* 2, described until the council "has had time to Clinton St.
tion this week.
Silon and Miller as "not certified" for touch all bases."
According to Brennan, under the
the jobs they were performing —
Francone said the newly-paved agreement, the city stands to collect
Silon as a maintenance man for the Shore Road thoroughfare attracts lots the same amount of taxes being
library and Miller as a public works of "trailers and cars" and that it's collected now on the properties, or
bookeeper.
"like a speed road today. It's not that more, if the city tax rate goes up.
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concern with an address of 1 Newark
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Council votes toax 9-92 disputed employes

Theyy did thejob

Hoboken will add hot lunches
at the beginning of the will mark the opening of How the money will be disbeen serving cold lunches
school day exactly how the city's new $4.3 million tributed hasn't been
for the past few years.
mini-school at 524. Park Worked out, but I believe
many lunches will be
However, that program
Ave.
However, the new that unemployment will
needed later.
had
some
built-in
school
won't be ready for
problems. One was a lack
"Under the cold lunch student use until sometime have a great deal to do with
of variety and the other
program, the sandwiches in January, McFeely said. who gets what and the
was a considerable amount
were made early in the "We will Defusing the* priorities.
of waste.
morning before the schools open school concept of In- "New Jersey has one of
"The program was pretopened," he continued. struction," he continued. the highest unemployment
THe school board is now ty w e l l l i m i t e d t o
"The contractor then "This is where the teachers rates in the nation, and
putting in more than sandwiches," he said. "Not
Hoboken has one of the
delivered them to the
$20|,000 worth Of new all of the children liked
schools. But the hot place the accent on in- highest in the state. So if
and group instruc- we get our applications
e q u i p m e n t such a s them, especially some of
lunches will be on hand in dividual
tion rather than by class.
microwave ovens and the foreign bom. It was
our own freezers, We can Each child is allowed to set prepared properly and subfreezer units for thealso very difficult to make
use what we need based on his or her own pace within mi t ted, there's a good
program, which is ex- close estimates one day of
chance we can get some of
the attendance figures for the group."
pected to start with the how "many lunches would
those federal funds for
that day."
The schol is designed to r e h a b i l i t a t i n g our
opening of the schools. The be needed the next. A jump
handle between 400 and 450 schools."
lunches will be served in all in absenteeism on any A decision on whether
students with a faculty of
of the city's educational given school day usually the free lunches will be
Hottendorf said that the
approximately IS teachers, fact the federal govern*
facilities including the resulted in more food than made available to all stujunior and senior high needed — and waste."
dents in the district or only i However, McFeely said ment had the money and it
that initially there would could be. used for school
schools.
McFeely said that with to those from needy
be between 250 and 300 stu- rehabilitation was brought
According to Thomas F. the hot lunch program the families will be made
dents
and seven to 10to the board's attention by
McFeely, superintendent menu has great variety and before the program starts.
teachers.
Dominick Casulli, former
The 1976-77 school year
of schools, the district had that it can be determined
The opening of the new president of Citizens for
school should decrease Better Education.
some of the overcrowding
in some schools — that
One touchy matter conalong with an anticipated cerning the funds is that,
decline in overall student while they would be for
enrollment.
school use, the applications
"There was a slight for them would have to
decrease in the 1975-76 come from the city — and
%l>it/7e.
i .0.
school enrollment," said the city government and
McFeely, "and we expect school board haven't been
that trend to continue for on the best of terms for the
the 1976-77 year. However, last two years.
t The first court test of Hoboken's to grant the corporation $75 a month
it
should be only a small
rdht control ordinance will take place rent increases for the two tenants.
But Hottendorf felt that
decrease,
somewhere
Oct. 12 when city and Rent Leveling However, be added that the case goes
if there were problems
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
80
a
n
d
120
Board officials will appear in Hudson back to 1974 when the rent leveling
they, could be overcome.
students."
County Superior Court and show why board was first organized.
Perhaps
the
biggest
tenants of the 237 Washington St.
"The corporation sought a,$25-aproblem Hoboken students " T h i s would b e in
Corp. should not be given substantial month rent increase which was
and school administrators everyone's best interest, so
rent increases.
denied," he continued. "But it was
will
have for the coming I'm sure we'll find common
Walter Gottschalk, a Hoboken at- granted a 10 per cent increate based
school
year is the schools ground," he asserted.
torney, filed the suit for the corpora- on operational costs. Last year, an inthemselves.
tion.
crease of $50 a month was sought and
It is estimated that
. According to Jospeh Hottendorf, disapproved, although a seven per
between $3 and $5 million
board chairman, the suit involves cent increase was grnated.
in repairs is needed to put
only two of the corporation's tenants.
all
of the schools back into
"This
past
February,
the
corporaThe corporation wants to raise the
proper condition. The high
rent of one from $102 a month to $175, tion applied for a hardship rent inschool and the new Wallace
crease which would have increased
and the other from $111 to $175.
school are the only two—
Hottendorf said the appeal was of the rents by $75. The request was
besides the not yet opened
a rent leveling board decision handed denied but another seven per cent inmini-school — that are
down earlier this year which refused crease was approved."
generally in good condition
and require only routine
maintenance. And the
school board doesn't have
the money needed to pay
for the work.
According to Otto HotSuperior Court Judge John J. Geronimo will hear on
tendorf, a school board
Tuesday a suit by five Hoboken firemen seeking to exmember and its former
tend the "life" of a Civil Service eligibility list ;*»
president, there is some
promotion to fire captains' posts.
hope.
Firemen Alan Brause, Charles Eberole, Eugene
"The federal government
Fallia, Patrick O'Brien and Ernest Prudente, obtained
has $2 billion available to
a temporary restraint from Superior Court Judge
state and local governLawrence Bilder on July 24, so that the list would not exments for construction,
pire the next day. The restraint was issued pending a
repairing or improving
court hearing, which yesterday was postponed until
public facilities — inTuesday.
cluding schools," he said
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello, the Hoboken City
"The money will be
available under the Public
Council and the State Civil Service Commission were
Works Employment Act.
named defendants by the firemen, identifying
themselves as the first "five or six" in line for promotion to captains' jobs.

Several new'features will
greet Hoboken youngsters
they report back to
>ol next month inBng a new hot lunch
|ram and possibly a litlore room in their clasis.

J£

Government agencies established to
meet a specific objective with no time
limit involved usually contend their continuance is indispensible. Seldom does a
public agency concede its usefulness has
tended.
How refreshing it is to come upon
Hoboken's Lead-Based Paint Detection
and Prevention Program. This agency
has accomplished its mission. It has
cleaned up the lead paint situation in
Hoboken, and it does not pretend
otherwise.
Since Jersey City does not have such
a program, or the funding for one, and
since Hoboken already has the knowhow, it was proposed that the Hoboken
agency move over into Jersey City to
keep on doing the same job there, while
putting some Jersey City residents on its
payroll.
This was shot down by the
bureaucrats of the state Civil Service
Commission. There was nothing in the
rule book which permits such an
arrangement. Congratulations to the
Hoboken agency and its staff for a job
well done. And the back of our hand to
the bureaucrats who cannot look beyond
the rules to see the youngsters who are
endangered by lead-based paint in Jersey
City.

is street cleaning?
A public works foreman. Frank BelFiore, said
city sweepers do clean there but not regularly.

public resouces, Newark st. is a county "paper"
road.
"We have them all over the county," he said.
"They are county roads in name but the law says
the municipalities are responsible for policing,
maintaining and lighting them."

'if that sewer basin gets loaded I clean it," he
said, "but that's a county road". The city's
sweepers are not obligated to clean a county road,
he said.
According to Charles Steinel, county director of

Joe Nobile, aide to Hoboken Public Works
Director Raphael Vitale, said yesterday he was not
aware of the problem in front of Windsor Wax but
he will look into it today. "There's no reason why
the street there shouldn't be clean," he said.

We've called and called the city about this for
years but nothing's been done," said a company official who declined to be identified.

jC /

Bv Peter Hallam
Mervyn's Midnight Waterfront
Beauty Inc., the company that owns
the old Holland America Line piers in
Hoboken, has changed its corporate
name and, according to city Revenue
and Finance Director Frank J.
Bartletta, claims it is a new corporation and isn't responsible for the back
taxes owed to the citv bv the old one.

Hoboken's rent control
law to get court test'

Firemen's suit to be heard

