The Sunday morning vacuum
of sidewalks i ne‘}z's shapngg
district along W, on Street has
been so successful that the city's
Retail Burean may attempt to have
the vacuuming done twice a week, it
was learned today.

William Roth, a member of the
bureau's executive board, said that
the bureau was ‘‘completely
satisfied"' with the program which it
sponsors jointly with the city's Public

Hoboken bluecoat labor unrest is brewing

Hoboken appears to be headed for
more labor unrest with its police and
firemen as a result of the city’s deci-
sion to take out of its contract
proposals all items that pertain to
manpower and the need to fill vacan-
cies in the departments.

According to Councilman-at-large
_Robert A. Ranieri, contracts are be-
ing prepared and will soon be turned
over to the three labor organizations
— the Policemen's Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA), the Fire Fighters

Rabbish transfer site to be fenced in

Hoboken’s Public Works Depart-
ment plans to fence in the city’s rub-
bish collection transfer area to pre-
vent further unauthorized dumping
there.

Public Works Director Raphael
Vitale said he intends to erect an
eight-foot-high chain link fence
around the entire transfer area,
situated next to the city sewage treat-
ment plant between 16th and 17th
streets.

Vitale said a department employe
is measuring the area and by Monday
should hav cost estimates for the
fencing.

Job actior% s

by cops seen
in Hoboken

Some type of job action by
Hoboken police loo today follow-
ing a showdown meeting with Mayor
Steve Cappiello in which the city was
firm on withdgawing a table of
organization from any new contract.

This would give the city the right
to determine how men should
be in the department and in each par-
ticular rank..The organization table
was in the last contract with the
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asspciation
but the city wants to withdraw it this
year,

The city and the PBA have agreed
on a new labor pact but it has not been

signed and the PBA is objecting that |

the organization table is now being
withdrawn without further negotia-
tions. :

Cappiello, who met the PBA
members yesterday at City Hall, said
he would not be surprised if the police
resorted to some type of job action.’
The mayor, who also is e direc-
tor, said this was indicated to him by,
several PBA members ’

Cappiello said he didn’t know
what form the job action would take
but felt it might involve a stepped-up
traffic ticket drive.

As for the city’s intention of hav-
ing the say on manpower, the mayor
said: ““This is something that was go-
ing to happen sooner or later but it
was prompted by recent court deci-
sions involving Hoboken fire man-
power.”

Cappiello said the men will con-
tinue to work under the old contract
and Councilman Robert Ranieri will

_continue to megotiate with them for

| the city.

|

In another development, David
Solomon, attorney for the PBA,

| notified the city that an unfair labor

practice has been filed against
Hoboken with the Public Employment
Relations Commission. The police are
maintaining that the city is reneging
on $56,000 worth of benefits retroac-
tive on last Jan, 1. It is the city’s posi-
tion that the payments agreed upon
won’t be made until a new contract is
signed.

6n HC

Works Department. The area that is
vacuumed with two city cleaners is
from Observer Highway to Seventh
Street on both sides of a'ashington.
“The results have been most
gratifying,”’ asserted Roth.
“Washington Street is actually the
gleanest place in the city come Mon-
ay morning ard that’s a far cry fr
what it used to be."” oz
~ Two Public Works employes, one
using the vacuum and the other
sweeping up larger pieces of card-
board and paper it can’t handle, work

ey superi
are paid by the Retal According to Roth, the indivi
The bureau has been the cleanup is working so well tlutmti!
'c‘g:: gl:;totfhiets treasuryi. said Roth. Btint city might be wise to consider it as an
program is a success itis alt i
% ol %o &b Wadbinge. o ernative to its street sweeping

. am.
treet merchants and businessmen to rog‘r‘We_ve got two $40,000 vacuum

:s:éit with a donation of §1 or $2 a street sweeping trucks that are
: nothing but junk,"" he asserted. “The,

If weican get enough busines- do a terrible job cleaning the streetsy.
smen contributing on a regular week- And it becomes absolutely horrible
ly basis we should have enough to pay when you compare the job they do to
the two men to do the cleaning twicea the job done by the two men who work
week, if that is all right with their for the bureau on weekends."

Association, and the Fire Officers As
sociation.

The first thing the union will
notice is that the number of
policemen and firemen the depart-
ments are to have has been taken out
of the contract — even though it was
included in last year’s.

The second thing they will notice
is that the city would no longer be re-
quired, according to the proposals, to
make promotions when there is a
vacancy in a higher grade or appoint

The city uses the area to dump
refuse from Sunday refuse pick-ups,
street sweepers and street litter
baskets into large steel containers,
which are periodically trucked to
landfills and emptied. ‘

Vitale said the area is also used
by unauthorized persons, mostly
small contractors from the area, who
“gneak in” and dump construction
debris and other refuse.

He said that after the area is
fenced in, the Public Works Depart-
ment will clean out the debris that has
accumulated.

““There’s a lot of garbage to clean

] /e

new men when patrolmen or firemen
are promoted.
: And the last thing they will notice
is that pay increases agreed to earlier
this year wouldn't be paid until the
contracts are signed. In the past the
city has made the payments, once
they were agreed to in negotiations
and out of the way, while the rest of
the contractual items were being
négotiated.

Ranieri said that manpower is a
management choice and in this case

management chooses not to include it
in the contract.

The presidents of the three unions
were not immediately available for
comment. However, spokesmen for
them said that the city was acting ar-
bitrarily and its action was ‘‘not in
good faith.”

“The inclusion of the manpower |
in the contracts was something the
city agreed to in past contracts,” said

one. “The courts said that the city
didn’t have to negotiate manpower
but the city did negotiate it. It cannot
just decide to take it out of the con-
tracts, at least not without
negotiating it out.”

Officials of the fire unions were
particularly upset by the city's deci-
sion, since they had just about wrap-
ped up their negotiations. The
firefighters had concluded negotia-
tions with the city several months
ago. The fire officers also accepted
the package with the exception of a

$2,000 ceiling on longevi men
for deputy chiefs. T

According to some union
members, a joint job action involving
both policemen and firemen is highly
probable.

out, but we're going to do it,” Vitale
Mayor Steve Cappi€llo said he'has
received complaints about the dump-

ing from residents in the nearby
Shades section of Weehawken.

several new cops to force

Hoboken may have to appoint
several new patrolmen even though it
probably doesn’'t want to, it was
learned today.

According to a high city source,
the state Civil Service Department
has announced a list of approximately
1,800 state residents who have taken
and passed the Civil Service examina-
tion for patrolman and are eligible for
appointment.

The source said that while
Hoboken doesn't have any plans at
this time to make any new appoint-
ments to the department, it'is only @
matter of time before Civil Service
orders them to. It may also order the
removal of five temporary patroimen
currently assigned to the Tactical
Patrol Force.

“‘Civil Service regulations
prohibit the use of tempoary
employes where there is a valid list of
eligibles willing to take the jobs." he
continued. ‘The city has two choices
— either remove the temporaries and
replace them with people from the
new list, or remove the temporaries
and leave the position unfilled.”

He added that only two of the
city's temporary patroimen passed
the examination but are not near the
top of the list and could still lose their
jobs to eligibles who are. He said that
a number of Hoboken residents were

boken may

H¥fe6 37, .
L/lt regional
sewer group

Hoboken is seriously thinking
about pulling out of the Hudson
County Regional Sewerage Authority
and instead upgrade its treatment
facility on its own, Mayor Steve Cap-

piello said today.

“'At this particular point in time,
Hoboken is in a very delicate
situation,’’ said the mayor. “There is
great concern that our continued par-
ticipation in the regional approach to
upgrading . the treatment of sewage
could very well cost the city a lot
more than the cost of doing it

scattered throughout the list, in-
cluding two disabled veterans who
were close to the top. Many of the
others on it, including a few women,
were among those who took a special
course offered late last year by Police
Chief George W. Crimmins.

“The city doesn't plan any im-

mediate action but that doesn't mean
. public safety director, and Crimm

nothing is going to happen,” he con-
tinwed. ‘‘Civil Service can and
probably will force the issue by telling
us to make the appointments or take
the five temporaries off the payroll. If
Civil Service doesn't act, some of the

" Firemen OK pact

have accepted a new
three-year contract that does not include a written
guarantee. But the
bal promise from

Hoboken firefighters

minimum manpower

firefighters say they have a ver
the city’s negotiator that, at the discretion of the
fire chief, it will maintain three men and one of-
ficer on each piece of apparatus.

Michael Bavaro, president of Local 1078 of the
International Association of Fire Fighters, said
the union membership approved the city’'s con-
tract offer by a vote of 40-to-21.

Bavaro said the major issue in the vote was
not money but the city's removal from the new
contract of the table of organization, which
specifies the size of the firefighting force and the

number of men in each rank.

The city and its labor negotiator, Councilman

g f

people on the list could notify it that
they want appointment and we're in

' the same predicament.”’

He said that if the city is notified
by Civil Service and doesn’t comply,
Civil Service will refuse to approve

' the city's payroll.

Mayor Steve Cappiello, the élt{‘s
ns

were not available for comment on
the matter. The chief is attending the
League of Municipalities convention

* in Atlantic City and the mayor is on a

10-day visit to Israel.

issue to the state Public Empl
Commission to receive a final
question.

He said the money issues i
were settled early in the year.

Robert Ranieri, contend that the size and composi-
tion of the fire department is a management
perogatiove which is not negotiable.

which in May rejected the union's lawsuit
protesting the city's refusal to hire new firemen to
make up for manpower losses due to attrition.
Bavaro said that although
organizatiun has been eliminated, he has received
a promise from Ranieri that the city will allow the
fire chief to keep a minimum of three men and one
captain on each truck if in his judgement they are
needed. Ranieri confirmed that was the agree-

Their position has been upheld in the courts, y

ment.

paratus.
With six companies,

According to Bavaro, Fire Chief Patrick Car-

mody feels that three ‘“privates
should be the ‘‘absolute minimum’’ for each ap-

» and one officer

Ranieri’s agreement
would guarantee minimum force of 18 men and six
officers on each of four shifts or a total of 72 men

the table of

employe?
ment budgets for 1977
stand unchanged, it

after verbawldg

75//4
oyment Relations
resolution of the

Bavaro said that since 1972 the number of fire ¥
companies has been cut from eight to six and the }
number of privates from 132 to 88.

n the new contract
The new contract, |

which is retroactive to last Jan. 1, provides for an |
eight per cent pay increase next year and a 7 per |
cent increase the following year. ‘

i

Bavaro said he will meet with Ranieri next
week to make final changes in the working of the' |
contract, which he hopes will be approved by the
_city council by the end of the year.

! i/
Judge would get

highest salary
in Hoboken

Who is Hoboken's highest paid
If proposed city depart-

are allowed to
won't be the

mayor or the law director or the city

Missing sewer line fixed ,

‘There's a good reason why un-
treated sewage was backing up into
buildings along Hudson Place and
River street in Hoboken — @ 12-foot
section of sewer line which would
have connected them to the city's
sewer system was missing.

The problem has been remedied.
A new connection has been installed
and the job should be finished today.
But what happened to the old connec-
tion remains a mystery.

. Piblic Works Director Raphael
\ Py Vitale said that city records show

that the line was hooked up — at some
time in the past.

“The best we can estimate is that
the line or connection was taken out
approximately 12 years ago,”" he con-
tinued. “We had some work done in
that area. Apparently the connection
was never put back.”

Why did it take 12 years for the
sewage to back up into buildings con-
nected to the sewer line? :

“We believe that waste was just
absorbed into the ground, much like a
dry-well or septic tank,’' he ex-

piained. ‘‘But thd arda reached
saturation and that's when it started
backing up.”’

The line has been fixed, but now
the city has another problem to face.
Will property owners in the area who

have been paying charges demand
reimbursement from the city?

“go far, no one has mentipned
anything about that,”" said the direc-
tor. ‘I think that's a problem we'll
have to confront if and when it comes

up."

R

No Christmas lights for Hoboken?/%/n

Christmas in Hoboken just won't
be the same this holiday season.

The tinsel garlands and twinkling
lights that adorned the city's main
shopping thoroughfare — Washington
Street — will be absent, according to
a spokesman for ‘the city’s Retail
Bureau.

«It's regrettable,” said William
Roth, a member of the bureau’s ex-
ecutive board. ‘‘But circumstances
beyond our control make it imp(_)ssible
for the bureau to have the Christmas
lighting and decorations put up for

| this year.”

Roth said that the bureau has
been notified by the contractor who
has been doing the job for at least the
last 40 years that he can't do it this
year.

«geveral of his key men left or
were injured and he doesn’t have
enough men to do the job,"” said Roth.

. And it's a little too late to get anyone
else to do it, if we could find someone
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FOR THE NEEDY — Joséf Haas, left, Raiph Fabjano and Nancy Tortorelli,

members of the National Junior Honor Society of Demarest Jr. High School,

Hoboken, pack boxes with Thanksgiving foodstuffers they coliected which will
be distributed to needy families in the city.

we felt comfortable doing business
with."”

Roth said that there was a lot to
putting up and taking down the
decorations, much more than most
people realized.

“There's insurance, electrical
connections and getting permission
from property owners (0 have the

poles and decorations on their proper-
ty,” he continued. ‘‘We have been
dealing with this one firm for many,
many years and have never had a
complaint.”

What about next year? Roth said
the bureau would have to wait until
then to see what the situation would

be.

ourselves.

““The city's position is one of be-
ing caught in the middle. On one hand,
we are under federal mandate to in-
jititate upgrading to secondary treat-
ment by next July. On the other, we
are involved in the regional authority,
which may or may not be able to
reach that goal.”

Cappiello said that local industry
is very concerned with what the cost
of the regional program will be. The
city isn't able to answer them and
can’t get firm information from the
regional authority.

“ don’t think it's a question of not
wanting to answer, but one of not be-
ing able to,” he added.

The mayor has called a special
meeting of the clty council for 7 p.m.
tomorrow night to discuss the
sewerage authority and possible con-
sideration of a resolution withdrawing
Hoboken's commitment to it.

“In recent years, there have been
.2 number of technical break-
‘th’oughs in sewage treatment which
make it appear that Hoboken just
might be able to take care of its own
sewage treatment upgrading at a cost
considerably less than some of the es-
timates of the city’s cost for the
county-wide plan,” Cappiello stated.
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Hoboken Council receives bidéy today

The Hoboken City Council will
receive bids at today's 8 pm meeting
on rock salt, chlorine, the towing of
abandoned cars and the repair of the
heating system at the Jefferson Street
recreation center

The meeting is being held tonight
to accommodate city officials who
will leave after the meeting or
tomorrow morning for the annual
League of Municipalities convention
underway in Atlantic City The caucus
will be held at 7 pm

Four ordinances revising the
salary scale and fringe benefits for
police and firemen for 1976 and next
year will be introduced for their first
reading at the meeting The figures

haven't been accepted by the un-
iformed employes who are still
negotiating with the city on a new
contract However, the ordinances
deal with money items which have
already been accepted by the blue
coats

The council is expected to award
a contract to the Burlington Construc-
tion Co for the demolition of a
building at 325 Monroe St The com-

y was the low bidder on the job
with a price of $2,320

Two contracts between the city’s
Community Development Agency and
engineering firms are expected to be
approved by the council One contract

This is the lane created on the east side of Hudson Street, Hoboken, 10 enable

Foyrth
emergency vehicles to travel quickly in either direction betw }‘
' Street and Observer Highway. /7 / 3/7 ¢

is with a Boston firm for the
rehabilitation and redevelopment of
the City Hall building The other is for
the rehabilitation and improvement
of the public works garage

Both contracts will be awarded
with the understanding that they will
be void unless the city gets federal
Public Works Act funds to pay for the

and 24 officers.

comptroller, It will be Municipal

union feels that although a cit
overall size of a firefighting
men on each shift is still a negotiable point
because it affects their safety.

Bavaro said that despite the court ruling, the
may determine the
orce, the number of

He said the union may still take the manpowe

Security in Hoboken ////,

Hoboken’s public housing projects
are facing the loss of their night security
force, the city’s auxiliary police. This
would be a disaster, especially for the
lone elderly occupants who had been
terrorized by thieves and robbers before
the auxiliary police were brought in.

The Housing Authority has been pay-
ing the auxiliary’s salaries, $3 an hour,
but now it has been found that the
authority is legally bound to provide
them with pensions and health insurance
and to be legally responsible if any of
them are sued.

The authority is operating on a tight
budget and just does not have the ad-
ditional money required. It is the same

Court Judge Rudolph R. Naddeo, who
will be getting approximately $33,000
a year.

A review of the proposed budgets
shows that most salaries are un-
changed. However, in the municipal
court division of the business ad-
ministrator’'s office, it was noticed
that Naddeo is in for a raise of more
than $13,000.

City records show that the judge
is now getting $17,500 a year plus 10
per cent longevity. His new proposed
salary would be $30,000 a year, or
$33,000 with his 10 per cent longevity.

Business Administrator Herman
Bier said he didn't prepare the budget
for the court office. It was done by
someone on the judge's staff. Bier

submitted’it to Mayor Steve Cappiello
as it was submitted to him.

Why such a large increase?

According to the judge, it is to
compensate him for eliminating most
of his private practice S0 that he is
more of a full-time judge.

“1 will have to make myself more
available for court business which
would include Wednesdays and any
other days that a judge is needed,” he
continued. ‘It will mean the elimina-
tion of most, if not all of my private
practice.”

Naddeo said he doesn’t think

$33,000 a year is excessive.

projects
/ ot )
H%oken

driving to
get easier

Motorists who have
found Hoboken in-
tersections blocked by
digging and pipe-laying
equipment should soon
have an easier time
driving around the city.

Public Works Direc-
tor Raphael Vitale said
he has asked the con-
tractor who is carrying
out the city's water line
rehabilitation project
to park his equipment
more carefully so
motorists can pass.

He said that at some
intersections, the con-
tractor, the Ameron
Co., placed its equip-
ment near the center of
the crossroads rather
than on one of the cross
streets.

““Three or four in-
tersections have been
tied up daily,” he said.
‘“‘People can't get
through the city.”

Vitale said the
problem was com-
pounded by the fact that |
sections of streets near
schools are closed off
during school opening
and lunch-time hours.

with the city government.

Who should take care of this extra
expense? The federal Housing and Urban
Development Department (HUD), that’s
federal government that
a starvatior
budget by its arbitrary rent regulations.

who. It is the
has kept the authority on

Let the top city officials go to HUL
- and, if necessary, to our congressmer
and senators — and demand a financia

adjustment.

State’s criticism

of relief office

“The municipal court judges in
Jersey City will be getting $36,000 a
year,” he said. ‘I believe the amount
of work 1 handle is equal to what they
perform.”

Although Naddeo will be more of
a “‘full-time’’ judge it will not
eliminate the need for the city to have
an acting judge, a post now held by
Chris G. Pappas. .

Naddeo said that the city has to
have a part-time judge sit when he
was ill or on vacation. But those are
the only times Pappas is authorized to
fill in. Pappas gets $7,500 a year.
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Hoboken under study

The Hoboken Local Assistance
Board will meet within two weeks to
decide what action, if any, it should
take as a result of a state audit show-
ing that close to $100,000 in city
}Nelfare expenditures is questionable,
it was learned today

According to a high city source,
the board has met with Mayor Steve
Cappiello concerning the state report
on the welfare department but board
members are not making any public
comment They refer all questions
concerning the situation to the
Hudson County Prosecutor

The local assistance board has its
regular meeting Tuesday night But
poard sources say that nothing special
is on the agenda other than regular
bqsmess However, a special meeting
will probably be called for sometime
next week for the sole purpose of
reviewing the welfare situation

While the full contents of the
state’s audit haven't been made

| public, it has been learned that

““poor”’ business and administrative
practices have led the state 1, ques-
tion between $95,000 and $10),000 in
payments made by the welfare
department

According to the city source,
local assistance board members have
reviewed the audit but don’t think
there is anything new in it except for
the amount of questionable expen-
ditures Ongoing investigations by city
police and the state had already
shown the administrative practices of
the welfare department weren’t good

Jerry Forman, city welfare direc-
tor, feels he and his staff will be ex-
onerated when the investigation has
been completed He blames an inade-
quate staff and poor working condi-
tions for the errors

Forman says he is shorthanded
and has been for more than a year,
and that three moves of the welfare
department since last year added to
the confusion and disorder
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hore Road hap

By Willlam H. Taft

Hoboken Councilman Walter
Cramer said today he contemplates
introducing an ordinance to make
Shore Road one-way southbound, to
eliminate what he said was a serious
traffic menace at its northern ter-
minus.

He said he may also ask to have
Hudson Street made one-way
southbound for its entire length from
14th Street to Observer Highway. It is

— -
£

)

now one-way only from 1ith Street
south.

Shore Road, idle for many years,
was restored to use early last sum-
mer, and has been attracting more
and more traffic.

Cramer said that at the point
where it swings west from the Hudson
River and runs into the intersection of
11th and Hudson streets, traffic from
Shore Road runs smack into the exit
road of the parking lot of the Maxwell

House coffee plant.

This has caused a very serious
condition when the d%' shift is leaving
between 4:15 and 4:30 p.m., he said.

“There was a bad accident when
the lot was emptying out last week,"
the councilman said. “And there are
many near misses and near fights.
It's awful.” '

Shore Road is being increasingly
used by fast traffic, and the situation
is aggravated by cars parking on it
near the coffee factory while the

piness a 1-way

' sfreet?///f,f ,

owners await the hundreds of
departing empioyes.

Cramer added that he would bring
up the matter at the council’s caucus
Monday night.

He said that in his opinion the
only alternative would be to install a
traffic light at the three-way intersec-
tion, but this would cause tremendous
backups in the Maxwell House park-

ing lot, which the city would like to
avoid.

Hol?oken wel(are aL /9@ 4
topic of special meeting

A special meeting of the Hoboken
Public Assistance Board has been
called for tomorrow night in the office
of Mayor Steve Cappiello to discuss a
report on a state audit which shows
that almost $100,000 in welfare funds
were spent improperly, it was learned
today.

Although city and welfare board
officials and the Hudson County
Prosecutor’s office received copies
of the report last week, no one is will-
ing to comment on its exact contents
— at least not for the record.

However, it was learned from
high city sources that most of the
irregularities deal with vouchers is-
sued by the Hoboken Welfare Depart-
ment that were not signed by Director
Jerry Forman. Other vouchers were
apparently issued improperly by
welfare staff members, and in others
the vouchers had not been signed by
the welfare receipients or witnessed
when the welfare customer could not
write and used on “'x.”

State welfare officials confirmed
that the report dealt with these items
but would not pinpoint any employes
or Forman as being directly responsi-
ble.

Meanwhile, Forman, who has not
seen the report but has been apprised
of its contents, said he wants ‘‘full dis-
closure’ of the investigation, in-
cluding details that apparently were
left out by the state.

“l am not contesting what the
report says, but what it doesn't say

Hoboken

and the implications that result by
this failure,” he said. ‘‘There have
definitely been a number of technical
oversights but I believe these can be
accounted for by the fact that this of-

fice is greatly understaffed and has

been forced to move three times dur-

ing 1975. Moving alone was enough to

throw everything into a state of confu-

sion.

“It is true that some of the
vouchers were not signed or initialed
by me. But it should be explained that
we have a system of checks to ac-
count for this. If the voucher wasn’t
signed or initialed the requisition
authorizing payment was."

According to Forman, the amount
questioned by the state is some
$96,000. Of that, $48,000 was for
medical bills at St. Mary Hospital.

“I doubt very seriously if anyone
believes that St. Mary Hospital would
bill the city and welfare for services it
did not perform,” he continued. *'The
voucher for this wasn’t signed or in-
itialed but the payment authorization
was."’

Forman added that the state has a
number of “quality control’ staff as-
signed to the Hoboken welfare office
and they haven't found anything
drastically wrong with the operation.

The director said that the office
was moving again this week — from
360 First St. to a new office on Second
Street, just off Washington Street —
and that would probably put things
into a state of confusion again.

[

set to
if bluecoats siﬁz‘

If Hoboken's police and fire un-
ions sign new pacts with the city by
tomorrow's city council meeting, the
city fathers will immediately com-
plete the paperwork required to as-
sure bluecoats’ pay raises for 1976-77.
+ The local unit of the Batroimen's
Benevolent Association (r¥pA) 1S ex-
pected to sign its contract today,
while their counterparts in the local
International Association of
Firefighters (IAFF) are due to ratify
their agreement tomorrow.

Under the respective contract
proposals, Police Chief George Crim-
mins and Fire Chief Patrick Car-
mody, each of whom bargain
separately for their pay, would have
their present annual pay of $25,800
raised to $26,645 immediately retroac-
tive to Jan. 1 and to $28,945 a year by
Jan. 1, 1977.

Should the council approve the
contracts at tomorrow's session, the
bluecoats would also be entitled to im-
mediate payments of $845 in “holiday

Hoboken puts
off paying f?,
new alarms//Z,:/? é

Hoboken has decided to hold back
almost $40,000 owed to a company
that installed 10 voice fire alarms, it
was learned today. Mayor Steve
Cappiello, who is also Hoboken's
Public Safety Director, said the city
is refusing to pay because of problems
with the system and dissatisfaction
with efforts to put things in order.

The mayor said that after discuss-
ing the situation with Thomas Vec-
chione, head of the signal division, he
decided to withhold the payment.

Vecchione said nine of the voice
alarm boxes have been installed, but
most of them don’t work properly.

“We are still using double alarms
on the poles,”’ he said, ‘‘the voice
alarms plus the old pull-type alarms
because we can't rely 100 per cent on
the voice alarms."

Vecckione said that the contrac-
tor was the J. W. Signal Co. The
alarms were manufactured by the
Harrington Corp.

increments’’ per man for 1976
retroactive to Jan. 1.

Deputy Fire Chiefs and police
captains, under the proposed pacts,
would earn $21,573 a year for now and
$23,396 a year in 1977.

Fire captains and police lieute-
nants, as outlined in the contracts,
would collect an annual pay of $16,674
now and $18,067 next year.

Police sergeants would, under the
agreement, get $14,738 a year this
year and $15,960 next year.

There would be parity pay for
rank-and-file patrolmen and firemen:
Starting pay would go from the
current scale of $10,000 a year to
$10,845. The new pay rate for three
years of service would be $12,795 this
year and $13,845 in 1977.

Other matters discussed at last
night’s council caucus were:

e Second Ward Councilman
Walter Cramer’s concern about a
“‘dangerous’ traffic situation at the
northern end of Shore Road, par-
ticularlK«by 11th and Hudson streets,
near Maxwell House parking
facilities. Mayor Steve Cappiello said
he'll have the ‘‘police experts look at
it.”

¢ Fourth Ward Councilman Louis
Francone's desire to have 226
Madison St. torn down. Public Works
Director Raphael Vitale says ‘‘people
in the area can't get (fire) insurance”
because of conditions in the vacant
four-story frame building.

¢ Foreclosure proceedings
against the owners of the Fifth and
Sixth Street piers, former Todd
shipyard and an old factory site
overlapping Observer Highway and
Bloomfield Street, which owe the city
more than §1.2 million in back taxes.

e Plans by Brennan to allow
prospective bidders to mail their
prices in sealed envelopes to the city
clerk rather than having to appear at
a council meeting.

e Reappointment of Richard
Eversen as a member of the city
parking authority effective
tomorrow. Eversen, currently
chairman, would have a five-year
term.

Hoboken must
resubmit 3 of 6

projects to }}LS
By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY ‘ ”A’/]L

Hoboken must resubmit at least three of six epplications for
construction projects the city wants funded under the federal
Public Works Act.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said yesterday applications for ap-
proval of the projects were returned because items on the ap-
plications were ‘“missing or incorrectly prepared.” The three
projects are the rehabilitation of public schools; completion of
the city’s water line repair program; and rehabilitation of John
F. Kennedy Veterans Memorial Stadium.

According to a letter from the Economic Development Ad-
ministration (EDA) of the U.S. Commerce Department; which
handles the applications, the city must resubmit the applica-
tions by tomorrow if it wants the projects to be included in the
EDA's top selection category.

“It’s ridiculous,” the visibly annoyed mayor said. “‘I receive
the letter today and we have only until Dec. 1 to resubmit the
projects.” -

“I think it’s an effort to avoid automatic approval” of the
projects, Cappiello added.

Law Explained

Under the 1976 Public Works Act, an application for project
funding is deemed to be okayed ‘“if it is not approved or disap-
proved within 60 days after receipt,”” according to guidelines set
down in the bill.

The three projects, for which the city is seeking a total of $9.1
million, must be resubmitted for approval primarily because
they are located in an area officially designated as wetlands,
and therefore prone to “‘special flood hazards,” according to the
EDA.

Cappiello said the area, located in the western part of the
city, originally consisted of swamps before it was filled in,

The EDA now wants the city to submit with the applications,
information from the U.S. Corps of Engineers on that land, the
mayor said.

“I'll have to turn the applications over to the project writers
and consulting engineers, and we'll probably have to hand
deliver them” to the regional EDA office in Philadelphia to
meet the Dec. 1 deadline, the mayor added.

The three projects the city must resubmit for approval are
part of an $18 million grant Hoboken is seeking from the federal
government under the Public Works Act.

In addition to the three projects, the city has applied for $3.6
million to rehabilitate and restore City Hall; $730,000 for
rehabilitation and improvement of the city's public works gar-
age on Observer Highway; and $4.8 million for redevelopment
of the Erie Lackawanna terminal.

-

THE BEST - Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello, left, presents the 1976 Little
League Championship trophy to Israel Quinones, center, and Salvatore Gras-

so, members of the team sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church, during hot dog

party held over the weekend for the champions in the Hoboken Young
Democrats headquarters.

Hoboken

-Oh sewerage issu

How is Hoboken's recent
withdrawal from the Hudson County
Sewerage Authority going to affect
city residents?

The Hoboken Environment Com-
mittee hopes to find that out
tomorrow night when it meets with
representatives of the authority, the
state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) and city officials at
Stevens Institute of Technology.

A spokesman for the committee

said that the forum will start at 8 p.m.
on the second floor of the college
library. The event is open to the
public. Admission is free.

By a formai city council resolu-

Law department asks, ¢
for Hoboken foreclo

foru ’?»Zgz

tion, Hoboken withdrew from the
county authority several weeks ago.

~ Mayor Steve Cappiello said the
city had good reasons for withdrawing
from the authority.

“Some of our larger industrial
taxpayers are concerned with what
the cost of the authority is going to be
to them,’’ he said. *‘And we couldn't
tell them.

‘““However, we have good reason
to believe that because of our industry
Hoboken would be paying a bigger
share of the county-wide authority’s
cost than other municipalities with
the same or larger populations.?

KRB Y

to rebuild
Hoboken

By Peter Hallam

No one can deny that within
the last 10 years Hoboken and
her officials have been able to
reverse the city's downhill
course basically through ridding
the city of blighted areas and
providing new and rehabilitated
housing.

But they have had help and it
has come from an unexpected
source — private property
owners who have spent thou-
sands to make their buildings
better for themselves and for
their tenants. And most of the

Mrs. Rose Gastelu and her grandson Gary Gastelu relax in the renovated
kitchen at 337 Washington, St., Hoboken.

They help//
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The Hoboken Law Department now going to have it done for him. A

Cappiello won't take a
more of their rubbish/yy,

Representatives of three Hudson
County private carting firms don’t
know it yet, but they're to have a
private audience this week with
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello to get
the word — stop dumping illegally in
Hoboken or be arrested the next time
they do it.

According to the mayor, several
private carting firms have been il-
legally dumping rubbish at the city’s
rubbish staging area on Grand Street
— between 16th and 17th Streets — for
some time. Three of the firms have
not been identified.

“I won't say who they are
because they haven’t been notified
yet, and I wouldn’t want them to read

Blitz boomerang /ZZ by

One of the puzzling things about the
ways of civil servants is the seeming
belief that a ‘‘ticket blitz"’ such as the

Hazard eliminated */7/? /%
A large steel plate covering an excavation on

Fifth Street, where men were working on
Hoboken's water lines, has been put back in place,

eliminating a hazard to passing cars.

The plate, located just east of Willow Avenue
on Fifth Street, had been shifted last week, leaving
a gap into which the tires of small compact cars

could have easily fallen into

one that just erupted in Hoboken, is ef-
fective in obtaining contract concessions
for police.

The policemen appear to think that
the citizens will get mad at the public of-
ficials with whom they are negotiating,
and that the officials will become
alarmed, or at least embarrassed, and
will be most anxious to end the disturb-
ing situation.

Actually the citizens (those who get
the tickets) are inclined to get mad at
the police, and to be less favorable to
their cause — not the other way around.
While the blitz does not directly create
any support for the officials, the public’s
resentment at getting the tickets ap-
pears to weaken the policeman’s hand.

it in the newspapers before hearing
from me,”" said the mayor. “But [ am
scheduling a meeting with them for
this week to advise them that they
must stop or get arrested.

“I could have summonses issued
to them right now for illegal dumping,
but that would be too easy for them,
They'd pay the fine and that would be
the end of it. Besides, they are small
private firms, which makes it easier
to handle on a personal basis.

“When we meet they will be ad-
vised that the city has had the dump
watched and photographs have been
taken of trucks from their firms
dumping rubbish in the city’s lot on
Grand Street. We will continue to
watch the area and if their trucks are
ever seen dumping in it again, the
operators of the trucks will be
arrested and a police officer sent to
the office of the company to arrest
representatives of the firm."

Public Works Director Raphael
P. Vitale said that the illegal dumping
has gotten the city into trouble with
the state, which on several occasions
has threatened to close the dump site
because of the mess.

“The city dumps there, but the: -

rubbish we dump goes directly into
large containers and is compacted,”
he said. **‘When the containers are full
the contractor hired by the city takes
them away and puts in an empty
one."”

Vitale said that the private firms
don’t bother with the containers, and
dump their rubbish anywhere in the
area so they can get out as quickly as
possible.

The area was fenced off by the
city, but the carting company drivers
get around the fence by going through
the parking area of a company just
west of the dump site.

will seek authorization from the city
council to institute foreclosure
proceedings on three properties—
including the old Holland American
Piers—for non-payment of taxes.

A resolution authorizing the ac-
tion is on the agenda for the council’s
meeting at 10 a.m. Wednesday.

Also included in the resolution are
the Condenser Service building and
land on Observer Highway between
Bloomfield and Garden Streets, and
the Cosmopolitan Terminals Inc.
property in the northeast section of
the city, formerly the Todd Shipyard,
The city already has tax liens on all of
the properties.

The council is expected to ap-
prove the resolution.

Council approval is also expected
on specifications for the demolition of
124 Jefferson St. and the advertising
for bids on the work. The owner of the
building, Michael Spano, had
promised the council last month that
he would have the demolition work
done himself and was able to get the
city to put aside taking action on!
specifications at that time. e

But according to a Public Works
Department spokesman, the demoli-
tion never took place and the city is

lien will | be placed on the property
equal to the cost of the work.

Bids on the repair and replace-
ment of the boiler and heating system
in the Jefferson Street Recreation
Center are to be rejected by the coun-
cil on the recommendation of Public
Works Director Raphael P, Vitale and
new estimates sought. The new
proposals will be due at the council’s
Jan. 5 meeting.

Conflict holds

i

money came from their ow
savings, not from low interest
government-financed program

Isidro and Rose Gastelu, th ,
owners of 337 Washington St§ |

are more than prime examplef, .’

of the average small Hoboken

property owners who have spent

money to improve and keep up
their buildings. Gastelu is 72 and

his wife, the family spokesman,

is 68,

The Gastelus bought the
building 18 years ago. Four;
years ago they started improv-
ing it, First, they had the north
side of the corner building re-
bricked. Last year, the back o
the building was done. And this
year it was the front. Next year
the south side will be done. |

During this period, the
Gastelus also had the kitchen in
their top floor apartment done
over.

Why should this elderly couple in-
vest a sizable portion of their life say-
ings on their home? |

““We love Hoboken,"' explained Mp.
Gastelu. - “'Our parents and gragh
parents helped build this city and fe
like to see it looking nice. “It's e
people who buy property gd
buildings but live out of town K@t
ruined this city. they just didn’t cgre
about it as long asthey were making a
buck.”

People do move out of Hoboken, but
it is Mrs. Gastelu's opinion that they
take a small part of the city with
them and never completely get itut
‘of their systems. .

“They may move out but their
hearts are still there,”” she says. “I,
don’t know how many people I know
that moved out — and then moved
back after a couple of years. They
couldn't stay away."”

If one can sp-re the time to take a
tour of Hoboken it isn't difficult to
spot buildings that are owned by peo-
ple who think the same way as Rose
and Isidro Gastetu. They're old but
well kept. Usually they sport fresh
coats of paint, new siding and clean
sidewalks.

The Gastelus definitely aren’t

R

Vitale warns on water

Continued from Page 1

quires periodic shutdowns so that the
company can work on repairing and
replacinyg the lines,’’ said Vitale. *But
shutting down the system without giv-
ing any advance notice so residents
can prepare for it isn’t right.”
Vitale said she number of com-
plaints the city has been getting has
been increasing steadily since the

summer. The situation has been
brought to the attention of the com-
pany a number of times in the past,

“The company that did work on
our water lines last year didn’t have
any problems with giving residents
advance notice,”’ continued Vitale
"*So there isn't any reason why this
company can’'t do the same thing."”

up $200,09_/
for Hobok

Legal technicalities appear to be
holding up the payment of approx-
imately $200,000 to Hoboken by the
owners of the two apartment houses
in the John J. Grogan Marine View
Plaza complex, it was learned today.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said he is
arranging a- meeting between the
owners, the city and its law depart-
ment, and, if necessary, represen-
tatives of the state Housing Finance
Agency (HFA) which financed the
two 25-story dwelling units.

“There is a difference of opinion
over how that money should be.ap-
plied,” said the mayor. ‘‘The owners
feel that it should be used to cancel
out some $40,000 in back taxes owed
on the land that the buildings were
erected on. The city's opinion is that
the $200,000 are funds collected in
rents and should be the total in lieu of
tax payment with no portion being ap-
plied to the back taxes.

Hoboken recently took possession
of a tax title lien on the two pieces of
property because the owners —
Marineview Housing Associates —
had not paid any taxes on them since

taking title several years ago. Under
the terms of the agreement with the
city, the corporation was to pay taxes
on the land until the buildings were
constructed and started to rent. At
that point the owners would start pay-
ing the city 15 per cent of the money
collected in rents instead of taxes.

“I have spoken with represen-
tatives of the owners and they assure
me that there is something like
$200,000, maybe more; in €sCrow
which will be paid to the city when
this matter has been settled,” con-
tinued Cappieilo.

The mayor said he was trying to

have the meeting at the earliest possi-
ble date because he wanted the mat-
ter resolved in time to include thé
money in his budget for next year.

“If we can work this out before
the end of the year the city possibly
could get the payment and include it
in next year’s budget as a surplus,” he
said. ‘‘Additionally, we could an-
ticipate a like amount as revenue for
the city during 1977."

The mayor added that he wasn’t
taking the word of the owners that
there was money in escrow for the
city and has asked them to provide
the city with official verification from
their bank.

o/
2

alone. There’s a whole lot of people
who are about Hoboken — especially

their little part of it.

- Probe cause/7

of derailme%
in Hoboken /i

ConRail officials today were try-
ing to figure out why a boxcar carry-'

| ing potash derailed from a 28-car
freight line, damaging a Hoboken

commercial firm in the process.

No injuries were reported by
either Con Rail or local police. o

A ConRail spokesman said the:
train, running on an old Erie-
Lackawanna single track, was travel-
ing west from Weehawken to the
Croxton freight yards near the Jersey
City-Secaucus border.

Police said one car near the mid-
dle of the line toppled over around
5:20 p.m. in the area of 800 Jackson
St., striking the west wall of
Casalino's Fuel Service, operated by
William Casalino of Ho-Ho-Kus and
owned by Charjes Casalino of Jersey
City.

The wall, which police described
as about 20 feet high and 50 feet long,
collapsed and the rubble fell on an
auto owned by Fred Buckley of
Lakewood and a diesel tractor parked
inside the building.

Police said the debris covered °
piping, a welding machine, copper
tubing and oil burning equipment.
They said the building's roof and yard
were also damaged.

The derailment, said police, left
11 cars stranded on the track and a
ConRail crew worked into the night
trying to hoist the overturned car
back onto the track.

Apparently no one was inside the
Jackson Street property at the time of
the incident.

The ConRail spokesman said only
a conductor, engineer and brakeman
weie aboard the train at the time,
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Hoboken Community
Development Agency
planners and consul-
tants are racing against
time to revise four ap-
plications for more
than $12 million in
federal Public Works
Act funds before 4 p.m.
today — and they ex-
pect to make that
deadline.

The “mad rush”” was
dictated by the regional
office of the U.S. Com-
merce Department’s
Economic Develep-
ment Agency (EDA) in
Philadelphia, which
notified the city Mon-
day that three of its six
applications for Public
Works funds were being

returned and yesterday
returned a fourth one.

The city was also
notified that if.it still
wants the projects con-
sidered for funding in
the ‘‘top selection
catagory’' the applica-
tions must be resubmit-
ted by no later tha 4
p.m. today with the
needed corrections. All
of the applications were
returned because cer-
tain items were ‘‘miss-
ing or incorrectly
prepared,”’ according
to Mayor Steve Cap-
piello.

Cappiello said that
the applications were
for $4.5 million for the
repair of the schools,
$4.3 million for water
line replacement, and
$341,250 for improve-
ments to the John F.
Kennedy Veterans
‘Memorjal Stadium.
Yesterday, the city's
application for $3.6
million to rehabilitate
City Hall was returned.

The mayor said that
the applications for
$730,000 for the
rehabilitation and
modernization of the
city’s public works gar-
age and $4.8 million for
the redevelopment of
the Erie Lackawanna
terminal area haven't
been questioned but he
wouldn’t be surprised if
they, too, were
returned. ¢

Mayor Cappiello and
CDA planners were
very disturbed by the
return of the applic.-
tions,, 24
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Hoboken's first attempt at put-
ting all of its insurance needs out for
competitive bidding has proven less
than successful. The city has received
only one bid and it doesn’t cover all of
the things the city was looking for.

In spite of the shortcomings,
Business Administrator Herman Bier
has written to the city council advis-
ing it to accept the one bid because
the city’s existing policies are about
to expire and there isn’t enough time
until then to readvertise for new bids.

The process started last year
when the city hired a Maryland firm
to assess its insurance situation to see
exactly what cover was needed
and to prepare specifications for it.
The evaluation was completed in the
early part of the year and the results
turned over to the city council.

The council, in turn, handed over
the results to Walter Hartye, the
city’s insurance coordinator, who
gave them over to the Law Depart-
ment for preparation into resolution
form.

On two occasions, the council put
the specifications out for bids. On the

first, Garibaldi-Spector Insurance

Service was the only company to show
up, but it didn’t bid. Instead, a
representative of the firm told the
council that it had not given enough
time to digest the specifications and

Some fire h

Hoboken pol‘ié’;"buds
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at least 30 days more would be needed
before it could come up with a bid.
The council agreed to readvertise and
last month Garibaldi-Spector submit-
ted a proposal. Again, it was the only
company to appear.

Among the items the city
received no bids on were police
professional liability, lawyers profes-
sional liability, mumicipal legal
liability, and comprehensive fleet
coverage.

~.'The city wanted automatic fleet
coverage,” said Bier. ““Any new vehi-
cleg the,city added to its inventory
during the course of the year would |
automatically ye included in the
policy. But that coverage wasn't
given. Instead, every new vehicle
must be reported immediately if it is
to be covered. And every old vehicle
that is disposed of during the year
must also be reported or the city must
pay the coverage."
.. In spite of the drawbacks, Bier
Said that both he and Mayor Steve
Cappiello believe the council should
acceplt thehbld.

“It’s the best we're goin :
he a‘svs:rted. e

at of the coverage the cit
desired but didn’t get? Bi%r said thas:
the.gity could still “‘shop around’’ for
it. However, some effort has already
been made along those lines —
without success.

ydrants /z./»

freezing in Hoboken /7

Some sections in the southern
portion of Hoboken were expected to
be without water again today because
fire hydrants supplying above-ground
temporary water lines have been
freezing up from the sudden cold
weather.

As a result of the possible fire
hazard, Public Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale said today that he
has asked the company working on
the lines to consider postponing any
further work on the project until the
spring. But the company's initial
reaction has been to keep going.

The waterline repair and replace-
ment program is being done by
Ameron, a California-based corpora-
tion. It is handling phase two of the

Employes due to OK pact, {J//"

Hoboken

agreed to last ni
Council

non-uniformed
municipal employes today were ex-
pected to give their approval to a new
one-year iabor contract which their
negotiators and the city tentatively
t.

obert Ranieri, the
city's labor negotiator, said the new
pact would cover all clerical and blue
collar workers. It was the second for-

an agreement had been reached. He
pointed out that when he accepted the
role of labor negotiator he hoped to
complete all labor talks by Jan. 1.
With last night's apparent settlement,
he said, only five officers remain
without a contract. He urged them to
sign a proposed new contract bearing
the same wording concerning vacan-
cies and promotions as that in

replacement program, which was
started last year by a Newark firm.
Vitale said that he understood the

company's reluctance to stop the job.

*‘Stopping the job now could mean
the difference between making a
profit or losing money, and I can un-
derstand why they want to keep
going,” the director continued. ‘‘It
means dispersing workmen and

equipment to jobs elsewhere and then
bringing them back again when the
weather warms up. That could be
costly, especially if the company has
to bury the temporary lines for the
winter and then dig them up again
when the job is started again.

‘“However, the city’s main con-

cern must be the safety of its
citizens.”

Vitale said that if a satisfactory
schedule couldn’t be worked out he
would take the matter up with the
C_itlyl Council and Mayor Steve Cap-
piello.

“If I have to order the company to

stop the work and come back in the
spring I think it should be with the
cop:ent of the mayor and council,” he
said.

According to Vitale, the city's

fire hydrants are filled with anti-

g : ‘

The Hoboken
mittee’s executive committee will
meet shortly to consider what stand,
if any, to take on the city’s refusal —
for now — to participate in a plan be-
ing developed by the Hudson County
Sewerage Authority to treat wastes
on a countywide basis.

Helen Manogue, committee
chairman, presided at a forum on the
situation last night on the Stevens In-
stitute of Technology campus at-
tended by some 50 members of the
public and representatives of con-
cerned parties.

One of those parties, Russell
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Nerlich of the state Department ot

Environmental * Protection (DEP),

outlined ‘“how grants are made by the
federal government (0 areas par-
ticipating in facility planning studies
for waste treatment.”

Based on Nerlich's presentation,
said Mrs. Manogue, ‘it appears that
if Hoboken insists on staying out of

the authority’s plan that the federal
people wouldn't sponsor an individual
project submitted by Hoboken.
“That’s because the DEP selects
who does the planning for a given
region and they've selected the

Hoboken Catholic groups

' ' ingo, hal
unite against bingo,g)

Hoboken Catholiyc's zr;l united to
fight a by New York investors to
'ogebn am{m at Third and Jackson
streets.

Representatives of each of the
city's five Catholic churches were
joined by Mayor Steve Cappiello,
Freeholder Vincent J. Fusilli and
Hoboken school board president Mary
Gaspar last night at Our Lady of
Grace school hall to map strategy.

‘The gathering of some 35 persons
decided to launch a petition drive
aimed at persuading the Hoboken
Board«of Adjustment to deny the
hall's promoters a zoning variance
they would need to open the hall.

The Catholics fear competition
from the new hall will have a dis-
astrous effect on their own bingo
operations, which generate the
revenues-needed to operate parish
schools. ;

If the parochial schools close,
said Mrs. Gaspar, the city would

have to build at lea:

‘at a cost of $9 million plus the cost of

operating them.

Cappiello and Fusilli urged that
heavy pressure be put on the zoning
board, both to persuade the five-man
panel to deny the variance and to con-
vince the promoters that they are not
welcome in Hoboken.

A variance — for which the
promoters have not yet applied — is
needed because the bingo hall would
be a commercial venture located in a
residential neighborhood.

The promoters would not
themselves operate a bingo game but

'would lease the hall to charitable or

oups — the only ones

non-profit
er state law to run bingo

allowed
games. e

They already have permission
from the state to allow seven bingo
sessions a week on the premises, Mrs.
Gaspar said, and have invited
Hoboken churches to hold their gameg
there rather than in church halls.
They claim their hall would draw,
more bingo players. '

However, the church groups
would have to pay a rental of about
$250 a session and would have to
provide all the personnel and
materials to conduct the games. This
would cancel out the benefits of hav-
ing extra players, she said.

authority in this region and the
authority’s plan would get priority for

fﬂndh_\lph.

“Ihe authority wouid have (he
right to veto giving funds to a
municipality on that basis,” she ad-
ded.
Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello,
a participant in the forum, with City
Council President Martin Brennan,
told the audience, according to Mrs.
Manogue, it would be ‘‘more
economical’’ for the city to go it alone
on a plan for improving local sewage
treatment, but the mayor mentioned

. no cost figures, she said. An authority

spokesman, she said, estimated it
would cost $400 million for the county-
wide project. .

Cappiello, said Mrs. Manogue,
complained that federal environmen-
talists in New York misplaced an ap-
plication filed by the city for con-
struction funds to rebuild the llth
Street pumping station.

Also on hand for the forum from
the authority were Richard Jenny, ex-
ecutive director; Frank Fahy,
counsel; and members Jerome
Lazarus, Joseph DeMartino and Fred
James.

Firm gf/‘.e/e]‘ges fi> (‘ ,,9
Hoboken water lines

Ameron, the company that has
been working on the second phase of
Hoboken's water line repair and
replacement program, is calling it
quits for the winter.

A spokesman for the California-
based company said that most of the
work will be curtailed until there is
warmer weather, although it will con-
tinue with a couple of other projects
in the citv.

“We have stopped all work on the
water lines,” said Edward Koontz,
the spokesman. ‘‘All buildings are be-
ing re-connected to the city's un-
derground lines and taken off the tem-
porary above-ground lines we put in
during the summer.

Koontz said that the company has
completed approximately half .of the
work it contracted to do,in the city.

Hoboken library acquis !;tions )

A total of 417 new books were
purchased by the Hoboken Public -
Library last month, Lucille Cun-
ningham, director said today. Many
of the new volumns have been g
delivered and are now available to }io B\ Ha Lindsey it €. & ?,'gg:;'*,’:,g'ic

n
T

library members.
Some of the new books are:
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mal session held by Ranieri with an
eight-member- employe negotiating
committee headed by Mrs. Helen
Ladato and George Paproth.

Ranieri said he was pleased that

Hoboken Oks pact /
with police; firemen

The Hoboken City Council has ap-
proved the new three-year police con-
tract but has delayed for three weeks
approval of the firemen's contract
because fire department officers are
still balking at the package.

_The council acted last night on the
pe'ice agreement which calls for no
salary increase this year, an 8.9 per
cent increase next year and a 7.8 per

24-hour trap

Hoboken sanitation inspectors
and police will be keeping an around-
the-clock eye on the city’s closed rub-
bish staging area on Grand Street to
make sure no one illegally dumps
there while the city is cleaning it up.

Public Works Director Raphael
P. Vitale said today that he personally
hopes that someone tries to dump at
the staging area between 16th and
17th streets.

“If we catch anyone, and that’s
highly probable if anyone tries to
dump there, we're going to throw the
book at them — plus the table and a
couple of chairs,” asserted Vitale.
“Our plan is to arrest them im-

firemen and police contracts.

Terms of the new agreement with
the non-uniformed workers will not be
announced until the membership has

been polled, Ranieri said.
Vel

A f
cent hike the following year. It covers
both policemen and officers.

But because the fire contract has
been approved by the rank and file but
not by the officers a similar ordinance
covering both could not be acted on at
last night's meeting. A new ordinance
for just the firemen was introduced
and a public hearing and final action

scheduled for the next council |
meeting Jan. 5.

fordumpers

court, the city will seek the maximum
fine if the person is found guilty.

Hoboken has been cited by the
state Department of Environmental
Protection for allowing the rub-
bishstaging area to encroach on the
city's sewage treatment plant
property. As a result, the city has per-
manently closed the staging area and
is taking rubbish it collects during the
day directly to the dump in Kearny.

At the same time, it is trying to
remove the accumulated rubbish at
the staging area.

According to Vitale, the main
reason the city finds itself in its

mediately under state law, not a city
ordinance. Once the matter comes to

current position is becausg of illegal
dumping at the site. 7 ;
- /
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Hoboken terming|

Of all the projects Hoboken has
submitteq to the federal government
for funding under the Public Works
Act of 1976 none is considered more
important than the rehabilitation and
development of the Erie Lackawanna
Railroad terminal area by the city’s
Community Development Agency
(CDA).

“It is the key to the development
of a much larger area,’ says Fred M.
Bado, CDA director.

“In itself it is relatively a small
area but we are sure that it is going to
generate other activities that will
have far-reaching impact on adjoin-
ing areas of the city. It should be of
direct benefit to the Washington
Street area and First Street.”

The completed project is ex-
pected to cost approximately $10
million but the city is applying for
only $6 million for the initial part of

pr

the project.

Bado said that ‘most of the $6
million will be spent on improving the
area and the buildings in the terminal
complex. This will include a plaza
area outside the ferry terminal, a
waterfront park with a band shell, and
the improvement of sidewalks and
traffic area, with landscaping. It will
tie in with a CityHall restoration pro-
ject,

J Perhaps the only thing wrong
with the project is the name that was
chosen for it.

“The Erie Lackawanna implies
several things that have given many
persons the wrong concept of what it
is about and what we hope it will ac-
complish,” said Bado, ‘‘Some believe
that we are approaching the project
as something that will be beneficial to
commuters. We aren't. It will be
beneficial to them but that is not the
objective.

freeze during the winter months to
keep them from freezing. When one is
opened for fire fighting purposes it is
refilled after the operation has been
concluded.

Malfettj;/v}i!l check C

L)

b 37 g 94
bills to see they ring true

Is it necessary for the Hoboken
Community Development Agency (C-
DA) to ring up $1,300 a month in
telephone bills?

Sixth Ward Councilman Nunzio
Maifetti has accepted the explanation
given by the CDA for last month’s
phone bill, but will be paying special
attention to future bills run up by the
agency.

Malifetti, who has been a constant
critic of the CDA, ‘'said he felt there
was much ‘“waste” in the CDA’s
operation that could be eliminated by
tighter control on the city's part.

‘“The council has a tendency to be
more lenient with the CDA on
spending because it is using mostly
funds that come through the federal
government,” he said. ‘‘But this is
wrong. We should get our money’s
worth from the CDA just like any
other city agency.”

Malfetti said that he and Coun-
cilman Francis Leahy would
thoroughly examine all future CDA
bills to make sure that the money

oject seen
/2/5/7(

‘“We are trying to generate
residential and commerical activity
for Hoboken people, not for com-
muters passing through. Actually the
commerical end of the project has
been treated rather lightly. t we
are trying to do is create a setting into
which these activities will fit.

Bado added that the project is
viewed by some as a threat to local
businesses, especially along First and
Washington Streets.

“Again, it is a wrong impres-
sion,”” he continued. ‘“We are not
catering to business or trying 10 give
them an advantage qver any

wasn’t being spent carelessly.

The councilman said that he was
also concerned with accounting for
the time of some CDA employes.

“] have received some com-
plaints concerning the availability o'g
certain emplo}yes within the CDA,
continued Malfetti. ‘It appears that
some employes spend as much time
out of their offices as they do in them.
Possibly the time away from their
desks is justified, but then again
maybe it isn't,

“It is also very common when
someone is not in the office for his
staff or superiors not to know where
he is. I don’t know how many times |
have been looking for one CDA
representative or another only to
have their co-workers or secretaries
tell me that they were at a meeting
but they didn’t know where or when
they'd be back.”

Malfetti said he planned to take

this matter up with the council’s CDA
committee,

Hoboken still looking ./,
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gift buses in the mouth

Hoboken is having second
thoughts about accepting two brand .
new buses from the federal govern-
ment even though the vehicles are
free.

According to Mayor Steve Cap-
piello, a decision should be made this
week on whether the city can put the
two vehicles to enough use to justify
the cost of operating them.

“We can have them for nothing,
just by asking,” said the mayor. “‘But
once we take possession of them we
have to contend with operating costs
and they aren't free any longer. The
city has to put the tires on the vehi-
cles — at $200 a tire — and each bus is
equipped with six plus a spare. Then
there is the matter of insurance and
personnel to operate them.”

Cappiello said that he wants to ac-
cept the two buses but there is some

seripus doubt about whether the city
can put them to enough use to justify
the operational cost.

“‘The buses are worth $59,000 each

W Vitale

park cle

Hoboken Public
Works Director
Raphael P. Vitale today
pledged a thorough
cleanup of Stevens
Park in response to
complaints received
from local residents.
But the director says he
will need their coopera-
tion if the park is to
stay clean.

According to resi-
dents of the area and
persons who use the
park, the main problem
is that the park is dirty
and the city seems to do
little to keep it clean.
““Not entirely true,”
says the director.

“Dirty it may be, but
we clean it every day,"”
said Vitale. ‘‘The
problem is that there is
no one in the park
between 4 p.m. and 8
a.m. the following
morning and that's
plenty of time for it to
get messed up again.

““The park gets a lot

. of use both day and
| night, and those who

use it aren't too
careful. Not all of
them, but some."
Residents complain
of broken glass that
isn't swept up, dead
birds that aren't picked
up for days, and excre-
ment from dogs that is
seldom removed.

“The glass and dead
animals are things that
should be taken care of
as soon as they are
noticed,” Vitale con-
tinued. ““I will talk with
the foreman about it
and make sure he and
his men understand
what is expected of
them. The dog dirt is
something else and is a
problem in all city
parks.

“I'm not going to go
into my ‘parks are for
people’ routine again.
By now, [ think
everyone has it
memorized. But it still

Our fire ;?
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holds true. If dog |
owners would stop
walking their dogs in
the parks and curb
them as they are sup-
posed to, we wouldn't
have this problem. The
real culprits are the dog
lovers rather than dog
owners. These are the
people who think its
nice for Rover to have
the chance to rum
through the trees and
leaves — but it isn’t too
nice for the kids who
will be playing there a
little later.”

Vitale said it would
help the city if resi-
dents who care about |
the condition of the
park would stand up for
their rights. ¥

tion ;. 7.
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Hudson County’'s municipal fire depart-
ments seem to have died shortly after
birth. This does not augur well for the
prospects of economy in local govern-

ment.

But economy is not the only advan-
tage claimed for the proposed merger. It
stands to reason that a well-drawn plan
should increase firefighting efficiency as

well as save money.

The separate towns cannot afford to
provide maximum firefighting protec-
tion for themselves without cooperation.
The need for such mutual help becomes
apparent at any major fire.

In Hoboken this week a fire in the
abandoned Grand Hotel brought out

and are 33 feet long,”" he continued.
““That’s not the biggest bus made, nor
is it the smallest. But its size and pas-
senger load precludes use in the cros-
stown operation unless we want to get
involved with the state Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) again on
fares and routes.”

The mayor explained that as long
as the city’s bus carries 10 passengers
or less it can control the operation
without PUC approval. But increasing
the passenger load will again bring
the operation under PUC regulations.

‘“‘We may be able to use the buses
on the senior citizen route, which is
free,” continued the mayor. ‘‘That
possibility is being looked into.”

ocal  provements.”

as boon

people. ‘There will be about 100,000
square feet of commerical floor space
available for stores or shops but there
are catches that go with it.

“First, we won't be developing
stores for anyone who wants that
space. That will be left up to the in-
dividual and their own plans and
needs. Secondly, they'll have to take
care of their own financing although
we may be able to help some I:K ob-
taining low-interest loans for them
But those loans will also be available
to First Street and Washington Street
merchants if they want to make im-

y Hoboken fire company but one.
While these firemen were busy putting
out the hotel fire, an alarm came in from-
a Hoboken public school. If it had not,
fortunately, turned out to be false, other
communities would have had to send ap-
paratus. '

It is true there are already mutual
aid arrangements in effect, but they are
not as thorough and systematic as those
a merger would bring about.

As we have said before, the plans for
consolidation of Hudson County's fire
protection systems should be fully dis--
cussed.

Hoboken to air welfare probe/},

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello
has called a special meeting of the
city’'s Local Assistance Board for
Thursday night to discuss what action
the board and city should take as a
result of a state report which showed
close to $100,000 in questionable ex-
penditures by the city’s Welfare
Department this year.

The meeting is scheduled for 7:30
p.m. in the mayor’s office.

Mayor Cappiello said he plans to
go over the state’s report with the
board members to determine if action
should be taken against Welfare
Director Jerry Forman or any
members of his staff. However, the
mayor said that he believed that the
city's course of action should be

stayed until law enforcement
authorities have decided what, if
anything, they are going to do.

““The report on the Welfare
Department was conducted by
auditors for the state welfare
authorities,”” said the mayor. “A copy
of the report or audit has been turned
over to the Hudsons County
prosecutor.

“I believe that any action the city
or local assistance hoard might want
to take on this matter should be
reserved until the prosecutor has
decided if he is oing to pursue the
case on the belief that the
irregularities are criminal in nature.

‘The city’'s course would be along
the lines of departmental action

which might result in suspensions or
dismissals. But criminal charges are
more serious and would have priority
over departmental action.’

Forman has not contested the
findings in the report, but claims that
insufficient staff and the fact that the
welfare office was forced to move
three times during the year caused
the irregularities. According to city
sources who have seen the report,
most of the irregularities were at-
tributed to ‘“‘poor business and ac-
counting practices” but no mention

was made if that might be grounds for
criminal charges.

Seek $6,000 in dinner bills,// ,

Who is responsible for a reported
$6,000 in unpaid dinner bills incurred
by the Hoboken Board of Education at
a local restaurant?

That’s what Mrs. Mary Gaspar,
board president, is trying to find out.
And that's what is causing some bit-
ter disagreements among other
members of the school board.

Accoring to a letter sent by Mrs.
Gaspar to the board’s attorney and all
the board members, a local
restaurant has started or is threaten-
ing to start legal suit against the
board for the payment of some $6,000
in bills for dinners and drinks in-
curred by members or board
employes.

Mrs. Gaspar confirmed that the
letter has been sent but declined to
discuss all of the details. She said the
possibility of the suit was brought to

her attention and she has asked
Robert W. Taylor, the attorney, for an
explanation.

She said she expected a reply
from Taylor at the board's meeting
Tuesday night.

“A number of questions have
come up that make this situation very
interesting.”’ she said. ‘I can unders-
tand someone suing if they have not
been paid what is due them. But that
implies that payment was refused in
the first place. To the best of my
knowledge, none of these bills have
ever been presented to the board, and
I'd like to know why?

“I have also asked our attorney to
present the board with the dates the
bills were incurred and the names of
the board members or employes who
signed the checks.”

In the meatime, Mrs. Gaspar has

suggested that all board members and
employes discountinue their usual
practice of having dinner on the board
fullowing their meetings, at least un-
til the matter of the $6,000 has been
cleared up.

The after-meeting dinners have
been a touchy point with some board
members and citizens who closely
follow the board's activities,
However, the practice is a long-
standing one and had never been dis-
continued. The general feeling is that
the board members are unsalaried
and that dinner for them once or
twice a month at the board’s expense
is a small payment for the time they
put in on school business.

However, Mrs. Gaspar feels that
there might be some ‘‘excesses" in.
volved and for the time being the
practice should be stopped entirely

"
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ay sue over demolition »///, '

Hoboken is looking into the pos.
against a property
owner for $20,000 which it cost the
city to demolish three of his buildings
after learning the same owner recent-
ly received approximately $125,000 on
the sale of other property for a city-

sibility of a suit

related project.

Councilman-at-lar&e Robert A.
e city's Law
Department is investigating the pos-

Ranieri said today

sibility of a suit against Armand Jer.
makian for demolition work the city
paid for on 250-261-263 1lth Street
several years ago.

“The city took down the buildings
because they were in a dangerous con-
dition following a general alarm fire
and the owner d not authorize or
pay for the work himself,"” said the
councilman. “The job cost Hoboken
$20,000. T also understand that there

8% raise OKcV/
in Hoboken /"

With only three opposing votes, Hoboken
municipal employes have accepted the city's offer |
of an 8 per cent pay increase for next year plus a
$100 clothing allowance for workers required to
wear uniforms on the job.

The Hoboken Municipal Employes Associa-
tion, which represents 280 city workers, is notlfY‘ i
in? officials today that it has approved the city's
offer. The employes voted on the pact yesterday

afternoon in the city

council chambers. The

meeting was called by Helen Lodato, president.
The nearly unanimous votu surprised some of
the members since there had been talk that the
-workers would not accept any contract which did
not include a $500 pay increase for 1976. Some said
the city had not kept its promise for an $850 pay in-
crease this year as part of a two-year package

agreed in 1975.

The $100 uniform allowance would go to cer-
tain members of the public works crews and would
probably also be sought by school crossing guards
and city nurses, one association spokesman said.

 Hoboken

plant ‘unacce

The state Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP ) has sl-
apped an ‘‘unacceptable’ ratimg on
the Hoboken sewage treatment lant
and given the city until Jan. 10 to tel
the U.S. Environmental Prote¢tion
Agency (EPA) in writing what it will
do to correect the violations that
pron;rted the unsatisfactory rating.

ayor Steve Cappiello, the city
council and most other city officials
yesterday received the notification in
a certified letter from William B.
Honachefsky, manager of the
Raritan-Interstate Basin Pollutien
Control Monitoring, Surveillance aau
Enforcement Element.

The rating is the result of an in-
spection made at the plant on Oct. 7.
The results were not unanticipated by
city officials, nor do they contest
them. However, Cappiello said that
the city has already done much to
make corrections.

“l have discussed the problem
with Public Works director Raphael
P, Vitale and Roy Haack, our treat-
ment plant manager, and we feel that
much has been done since the initial
'ﬁpection was made to correct some

the violations,” he said.

“In fact, there is only one major
problem remaining and that has

_ nothing directly to do with the opera-

sowprEge
tabie

tion of the plant. And that is the rub-
bish staging area alomg Grand Street.
The state wants it out of there, but the
facility is needed. We just have to
figure out where else we can put it.
_ "All of the other matters covered
in the report have either been cor-
rected, are in the process of being
corrected or are waiting for the city
to get prices for the repairs.”

Cappiello said he did not an-
ticipate any difficuity on the city’s
part in .comp;ging with the order to
replxiwnhin days.

eanwhile, the mayor said that
Hoboken has contacted Weehawken
and Union City officials concerning
the formation of a Tri-city sewerage
authority and received a favorable
response. However, a formal meeting
has mot been set to discuss the
proposial.

The mayor said that Hoboken is
putting together a presentation with
facts and figures. As soon as it is
ready a formal meeting will be heid.

Acoording to the mayor, a great
deal of political and governmental
pressure is being put on the city to
stay in the Hudson County Sewerage
Authority. But the city believes that
the cost of continued participation in
the authority would be too much for
the city and it would be cheaper to up-

was a healthy insurance settlement
on ihe property but the facts on that
are not actually known to me.”

The fire occurred three years ago
and was one of the worst in the city's
modern history. Eleven persons, most
of them children, lost their lives in the

eral alarm blaze which started in
3 but quickly spread to 261 and 259
causing extensive 3
According to Ranieri, Jermakian
was also the owner of several apart-
ment buildings at Ninth and Clinton
streets which were recently sold to
Applied Housing for a rehabilitation

ject. .

“It does not seem logical to me
that a property owner should be able
to stick the city with a $20,000 demoli-
tion bill and then make a profit on the
sale of other property for a city-
related project,” the councilman as-
serted.
“I have discussed the possibility
of a suit against the owner with the

law department and Director
(Lawrence) Florio feels that the city
may have a point worth arfulng in
court. He is looking into the law and,
if feasible, we will start a suit.”

Hoboken has tax liens on the three
properties and should start
foreclosure proceedings on them dur-
ing the early part of next year.

sign their new contract

Hoboken's fire officers are refus-
ing to sign their new contract with the
city and may file an unfair labor prac-
tice charge against city officials, it
was learned today.

According to Capt. William
Bergin, president of the Fire Officers
Association, the city arbitrarily
changed a clause in the contracCt—
after the association members had
voted to accept it.

“For all .intents and purposes,
what the city now wants us to sign is
not the same contract that the men
voted to accept,” Bergin asserted.
“An entire clause pertaining to the
promotion of men when vacancies ex-
ist in the department was completely
eliminated from the contract
proposal the city sent us to sign. That
clause was in the contract proposal
when the men voted to accept it.”

Bergin said that the clause was
removed by Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri, the city’s chief
labor negotiator, without any
previous notification or dipcussion.

““This is unheard of,"” said Bergin.

Cappiello pension to

How big a pension Mayor Steve
Cappiello of Hoboken can receive
when he eventually retires as police
sergeant will be pondered by the
board of the state Police and
Fireman's Retirement System at a
meeting Monday.

The board will receive a report on
the matter from the state Attorney
General's Office.

According to William J. Joseph,
director of the state Division of Pen-
sions, Cappiello is making payments
to tae bluecoats’ retirement system
on the basis of his $24,584 salary as
mayor, not on the $12,584 salary he
received as a police sergeant before
he took leave from that post to
become a councilman.

As mayor, Cappiello desi ated
himself as director of publi¢ safety, in

Hoboken, fire officers I/
now at loggerheads /"

It's back to the drawing board—
maybe—for Hoboken and her fire of-
ficers following the formal rejection
by the superiors of the three-year con-
tract they had ratified a few months

ago.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
that he has been notified b‘ Capt.
f the FPre

William Bergin, president o

Officers Association, that the con-
tract, which was supposed to be
signed this week, will not be signed
because it does not contain the same
conditions as the proposal the men

which capacity he directs the police
and fire departments. But Joseph said
there is a question as to whether the
mayor's pension membership relates
to the public safety department, since
he is rot actually in the department.
Joseph asked the attorney general's
office for guidance.

Cappiello was appointed to the
police department in 1947 and made a
sergeant in 1956. However, he has
been on leave of absence from the
department since 1963, when he was
elected Third Ward councilman.

According to the mayor, the ques-
tion to be decided is at what rate his
retirement pay should be based on —
the amount of money a police
sergeant would be getting, or the con-

has been signed.

officers. ¥

contract terms until a new contract

According to Capt. Bergin, the
contract the officers ratified con-
tained a clause requiring the city to
fill all vacancies in the ranks of cap-
tain and deputy chief based on the
table of organization ordinance. But
when the formal contract was
presented this week for signing that
clause had been removed-—without
the knowledge or approval of the fire

“] cannot object strongly enough to
this deception. I don’t know i the
councilman is trying to put one over
on us but it is the most underhanded
thing the city has yet tried to do dur-
ing this contract session.”

Councilman Ranieri admitted
that he had the clause removed but
denied that he or the city was trying
to dupe the fire officers.

“The clause Capt. Bergin refers

be topic
K P/

tributions to the retirement system he
has made as councilman and mayor.
“If the pension board decides that

the retirement payments should be
based on the sergeant’s pay, | ma
take the matter to court,” he said.
“But I understand that this could be a
long and costly process and 1'm not
sure that I want to get involved in it.”
Cappiello said that, if the retire-
ment is based on the payments he has
been making as councilman and
mayor, he would not then start paying

into the state's public employee
retirement system (which he could

do).
“] would be satisfied with that

,and my salary as mayor,” he as-
serted.

By Peter Hallam

Bergin, who was visibly upset by

Methadone clinic dra
petitions in Hoboken,;,

Hoboken residents living in the
vicinity of First and Jefferson streets
have started a petition campaign
aimed at getting Patrick House to
close down its recently opened
methadone distribution cen
neighborhood, it was learned today.

Members of the police vice §quad
said today they have been notified by
residents that the distribution clinic is
“not wanted in the neighborhood’” and

ter in their

/2 /(A /

to is not included in the contract we
signed
police,” Ranieri explained. ‘‘'We as-
sumed that the fire officers have gone
over the firemen’s contract and knew
the clause had been removed—by
mutual agreement with the firemen.

with the firemen or the

““This is a manpower matter and

the city is not going to give the fire of-
ficers something that it hasn’t given
to the firemen cr the police.”

“No attempt was made to trick

the fire officers or lead them into
something they didn’t know about.
That impression may have been con-
veyed but it definiteiy wasn't inten-
tional.”

Ranieri said he believed that the

matter could be worked out without
the filing of any unfair labor charges
against the city with the state Public
Employment Relation Commission

(PERC). .

However, Bergin wasn’t as sure

of that as the councilman. Several
' hundred dollars is due the fire officers
in holida

counting on the money for holiday ex--
penses. But the cl
those checks until the officers have
formally signed their contract.

and most of them were

is holding up

“There is a lot of resentment

because of the city's decision to hold
up the holiday ghecks u;ml the con-

S SIgNed,

'Rubbish collection area
being shut by Hoboken

Hoboken is closing down its rub-
bish collection staging area on Grand
Street, between 16th and 17th streets,
in compliance with a directive from
the state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP), it was learned
today.

According to Public Works Direc-
tor Raphael P. Vitale, the city will no
longer temporarily dump rubbish it
has picked up but instead will make
trips directly to the dump in Kearny.

The state has cited the city
because the staging area has started
to encroach upon the city's treatment
plant area, but Vitale says that
private contractors have been illegal-
ly dumping at the site.

“For reasons I don't know, the
people in my department have been
unable to catch these illegal dumpers
in the act,” the director stated. “But
that is going to stop, t00. Everyone
has been put on notice. They’'ve been
told that I want it stopped and stopped
now — and to take whatever action is
necessary to do it.”

Vitale said that the city started to
cleanup the area last week after get-
ting a copy of a report on conditions
at the treatment plant from the state
DEP. The dump staging area was one
of the violations cited by the state.

director,
suggested to the mayor that the city
consider purchasing i}_s

trucks.” 2 7

“When the area was checked

yesterday morning, not only nadn't
we made any progress, conditions
were actually worse then when we
left off Friday,” he continued. “We
have a man who is supposed to be
guarding the area to prevent un-
authorized contractors from coming
in but his excuse is that they dump
when he takes his lunch break or cof-
fee breaks.”

The director said that closing

down the staging area won't cure all
problems.

“‘Qur rubbish collections are go-

ing to be greatly curtailed,”” he as-
serted.

“We have only two trucks that

are in good enough condition to make
the trip out to Kearny,"" he explained.
“Qur other three trucks aren’t in good
shape. If we use them the city is sure-
ly going to get cited by Motor Vehicle
inspectors stationed at the dump. So
we can use only our newer behicles

“This means that more time will

be spent on the road between here and
the dump and less on the streets pick-
ing up rubbish.”

Vitale said that he and his deputy
Carmen Cutillo, have

wn '‘packer
'ty 7 &

Hoboken warned of suit

if it quits sewerage

By Peter Hallam

. A deputy state attorney general

| has recommended to the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) that it take
Hoboken to court to force it to stay in
the Hudson County Sewerage
Authority (HCSA).

And according to Mayor Steve
Cappiello, that’s exactly what it will
have to do.

The mayor said today that he is

, sending telegrams to Weehawken and
Union City officials for a joint

i

the petition not only asks that it be

anywhere in the city.
The drug rehabilitation

city officials or the police that
tion was being taken.

and questioned the validity

program itself as a constructive
drug addiction.
“It is substituting one addictive

means of combatin

began giving out methadone last Mon-
day to Hoboken residents enrolled in
the program, but without notifying /2

A spokesman for the vice squad
said that the squad was generally
-against the distribution of methadone

closed but that it not be reopened

center

EDA’S,,

deadline
is metd?

Hoboken has met the
deadline for resubmit-

ting four applications
for more than §12

the ac-

of the

grade its own plant.

Hevenues/ggl ;%r parking %&c’iy

Richard Eversen was re-elected
chairman of the Hoboken Parking
Authority at the panel's annual
reorganization meeting last night.

Also re-elected were John
Muciaccia, vice-chairman; Edwin
Chius, secretary, and Richard
England, treasurer.

The panel reported that the
number of spaces leased in the
authority’s garages reached 884 dur-
ing October, continuing an upward
trend. Eversen said it was expected
that the figure would top 900 when
statistics are compiled for

November. ‘

The authority heard the report of
its independent consultant, Edison
Parking Corp. of Newark, approvin
the panel's $316,000 budget for 1877,
The fiscal package must now be sent
to the trustees, the Trust Company of
New Jersey.

The authority approved the leas-
ing and improvement of the
Washington Savings Bank parking lot
adjacent to the bank at 103
Washington St. and agreed to shift its
regular meeting times to the second
and fourth Monday of each month.

Fire officers may win

dispute over clause,;f/

Hoboken'’s fire officers will meet
tonight to decide what they will do in
response to the city's withdrawal,
without the officers’ approval, of a
clause from the contract they ratified
several months ago. However, high
city sources say that the matter may
be resolved before then — in the fire
officers’ favor.

According to the source, it ap-
pears that the fire officers are right
and the city will either have to honor
the contract they voted to accept or
try to convince the union to resume
negotiations on the matter.

“It isn’t a matter of right or
wrong, good or bad, but one of
i procedures,” be said. ‘‘There is a
proper way of handling labor matters.
Amending a contract without the con-
cent of both parties after one side has
agreed to it isn't the way.”

Capt. William Bergin, president
of the Fire Officers Association, ap-
peared at Wednesday night’s council
meeting and produced a handwritten
copy of the controversial clause con-
cerning the promotion of men. He
said the handwriting was that of
Councilman-at-large Robert A.
the city’s labor negotiator,

the councilman had also. in-
e clause for insertion in the

7/7L

According to Ranieri, the
material was his and he did initial it,
but this was before the conclusion of
contract talks and subsequent
changes were made.

The high source said that the city
will probably ask the fire officers to
sit down and resume negotiations on
the matter.

Meanwhile, the city's non-
uniformed employes are to meet Mon-
day afternoon and vote on the
proposal for a 1977 contract. Ac-
cording to members of the Municipal
Employes Association, it could go
either way.

The city has offered the employes
an 8 per cent pay increase and a $100 a
year clothing allowance for those
employes who are required to wear
uniforms — sanitation inspectors,
janitorial staff, and garage
mechanics. No pay increases will be
given out for this year.

Those employes who aren’t happy
with the offer say that it is mostly a
matter of principle. Police and

firemen did not get pay raises this
year but they are getting some extra
money as the result of an increase in
the number of their paid holidays.

“We don't want much, just a little
something,” said one, “In 1975 we
were promised an $850 raise for 1876,
We bought that. Now, we aren't get-
ting anything. The firemen got a lit-
tle, the policemen got a little, so why

shouldn't we get a little?”’

voted to accept.

‘“‘Hopefully, the city and the fire
officers can go back to the bargaining
table and work this out,”” said the
mayor. “‘But at this point in time we
have no agreement to sit down and
talk it out. However, 1 expect to talk
again with Capt. Bergin today and
possibly arrange a meeting to fully
discuss the problem.”

The mayor said that in the mean-
time the terms of the 1975 contract
with the fire officer would be con-
tinued. Included in that contract is a
passage which requires the city and
fire officers to honor or continue the

-chief negotiator,

the course of events, said he did not
know what his opganization would do
next, although the filing of an unfair
labor charge gigainst the city the state
Public Empleyment Relations Com-
mission (PERC) was one possibility
being considered.

He added that future talks with
the city may not do any good.

“If negotiations are 10 produce
results there has to be a feeling of
trust,”’ he continued. “‘Frankly, after
this last incident, I don't know how we
can trust the city, the mayor or its
Councilman
Ranieri."

126/ /6

Work/ers Iayjy.

drug for another under controlled con-
ditions,”’ he said. “There is just as
much evidence against the methadone
program as there is for it, and that
evidence can be interpreted either
way. It's our opinion that the evidence
shows the program does more harm
than 1_%qod."

e spokesman said that one
reason they were against the
methadone distribution center was
that it gave known addicts a legal
place to congregate — and deal drugs.
“And that makes our job much more
difficult.

“We arrested a man only last
week — enrolled in the methadone
drug program in Jersey City — who
was selling pills every morning when
he went for his dosage,” he added.

““Many heroin addicts won't go on
methadone because they know that,
as addicted a8 they are to heroin, it is

million in funds from:

the U.S. Economic
Development Agency
(EDA) under the
Public Works Aet of
1976, Mayor Steve Cap-
piello said today.

The mayor praised
the engineering firm of
Mayo, Lynch amd As-

sociates, which worked
| on three of the applica-
' tions, and the city's
' Community Develop-

ment Agency (CDA) for
being able to include
the added information
EDA sought and getting
the revised applications
to its regional office in
Philadelphia before 4
p.m. Wednesday — the
deadline the EDA had

Hoboken }/
NAACP /1/7
picks officers

Mrs. Joanne Jackson Wilkinson
has been elected president of the
Hoboken Branch of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), it was an-
nounced today.

Also elected were Mrs. Josephine
Gilliam, first vice president; David
Little, second vice president; Mrs.
Anna Mae Lyons, executive
secretary; Charles Jones Sr.,
treasurer; Terry Johnson, recording
secretary; Rufus Smith, fiscal ad-
viser, and Raymond Hall, legal ad-
viser. ;

Mrs. Wilkinson said thaj the unit
is negotiating for a new headquarters
at Second and Washington streets and
expects to open sometime in January.

She added that the drive to enroll
500 members is still on. Membership

out 'wage plan
for Hoboken

Hoboken's municipal workers
other than police and firemen want
almost $3,000 in wage increases by
1978, according to the demands they
have submitted to Mayor Steve Cap-
piello. ,

The Municipal Employes Associa-
tion (MEA) is asking for a flat $850 in-
crease for 1976, $1,000 for next year
and $1,000 for 1978. It also wants a
$100 uniform allowance for all
employes who are required to wear
uniforms when on the job, overtime at
the rate of time and a half when
anyone works more than 35 hours in
one week, and double time for persons
required to work Saturday or Sunday.

The double time would be based
on seniority and rotated so that no one
employe would get a large amount.

Mayor Cappiello confirmed the
association’s demands but would not
comment on them because of the on-

in the local chapter is now at 180.

Stevens

Stevens Institute of Technology in
Hoboken will try to continue to func-
tion even if its instructors carry out a
threat to go on strike Jan. 24, it was
declared today by Thomas Lunghard,
special assistant to the president.

“Since we are in business to
educate our students,” Lunghard
said, ‘‘we will continue to meet our
commitments as best we can.”

Asked whether the college might
bring in outside instructors, he said he
did not wish to reply to that at this
time.

The Stevens chapter of the
American Association of University
Professors has set the strike for the
first day of the spring term.

Lunghard replied to the state-

)

ment by Professor Fred Cleveland,
chief negotiator for the chapter, that
the school has not offered any salary
increases.

He said that in the spring of 1875
the college offered merit increases
which would amount to 5 per cent of
the total faculty salaries, to take ef-
fect last Sept. 1.

However, he asserted, the subse-
quent decision of the instructors to af-
filiate with the union, effective last
jan. 1, “thwarted our ability to give
that increase.”

The reasons for this is that the un-
jon is asking for additional benefits
which could affect the college’scosts,
he explained.

Lunghard said that Stevens has

going negotiations.

will fight strike by teachers

laid an offer on the bargaining table,
namely, to establish present salary
levels as a base for salaries, and to es-
tablish a merit increase fund.

He said the union has rejected
this*offers as ‘‘not firm enough, from
their point of view."

The reason the college had of-
fered merit increases instead of in-
creases for all, Lunghard said, is that
that is the traditional way at Stevens,
except for special instances, such as
inflation catch-ups, when general
raises were given.

The union has said Stevens “‘in
some areas wants to take away
benefits alrady obtained”’ by the un-
ion. Lunghard said today he did not
know what benefits the union referred

easier to kick that habit then to kick
methadone. And kicking heroin isn’t

easy at all.”

Police Chief George W. Crimmins
would not comment on the situation.
However, it was learned that the chief

has ordered a full report on the
and its operation from the vice

The center was opened several
years ago but only as an outreach
center and referral service for ad-
dicts who wanted help. No metha-
done was given out. Those who
enrolled in that program were sent to
clinics in Jersey City. But even the
center and referral service were un-
der fire from local residents when
first proposed by the Rev. Francis
Schiller, founder of Patrick House.

It was only after Father Schiller
assured residents and city officials
that there would not be any

methadone distributed in the ci
citizens relented.

8
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The instructors did not get a raise
this year or last year. The ad-
ministrative staff and the clerical and
blue collar workers accepted 5 per
cent increases last July 1 after their
union, a teamsters’ local, had
threatened a strike.

The salary impasse dates back to
the spring of 1975, when the Hoboken
institution adopted a financial
recovery plan, freezing all wages and
salaries until July 1, 1976.

Lunghard said the next
negotiating session is set for
tomorrow after the lunch hour. He
said Robert Hand, treasurer, is chief
negotiator for the college, along with
Lunghard and three academic depart-
ment heads.

to

given the city for resub-
mitting the paperwork.

The applications that
were bounced back by
the EDA were for the
$4.5 million school
repair program, $4.3
million water line
repair and replacement
‘program, and $341,250
for improvement to the
John F. Kennedy
Veterans Memorial
Field — all handled by
Mayo, Lynch — and the
$3.6 million city hall
restoration project,
handled by the CDA.

“Both Mayo, Lynch
and the CDA did an ex-
cellent job, especially
on such short notice,”
said the mayor. ‘‘By
resubmitting the ap-
plications before the
deadline Hoboken is
still being considered
for funding in the
EDA's ‘top selection
category'.”

Besides the four ap-
plications that were
returned, Hoboken also
has submitted
proposals for the
$730,000 rehabilitation
and modernization of
the Public Works gar-
age, and §4.8 million for
the restoration and
redevelopment of the
Erie Lackawanna train
terminal area. Those
applications were not
questioned and the
mayor assumes that the
EDA is satisfied with
them.

center
squad.

ty that

bod
/ /'%f/zy

meeting at the earliest opportunity to
discuss the formation of a '‘tri-city
sewerage authority’” which would
seek federal funds for the upgrading
of the Hoboken treatment plant. The
action was taken in respon¢e to a let-
ter from the DEP, warning Hoboken
of the deputy attorney jgeneral’s
recommendation.

Hoboken officially withdrew from
the county authority last month. The

‘action_was taken because it was felt
| Hoboken would have had to pay a dis-

proportionate share of the cost.

The DEP letter was from Jeff
Zelikson, deputy director, Division of
Water Resources, reacting to tne
city’s withdrawal from the sewerage
authority. Richard Jenny, executive
director of the county authority, had
expressed great conaern over
Hoboken’s ‘‘apparent ttempt to
retard the progress bein made by
HCSA,” according to Zelikson.

Zelikson said that the HCSA has
made ‘‘significant progre: ” towards
dealing with the county's complex
sewage problems but the continued
success will depend on cooperation
from all communities involved.

" He pointed out that Hoboken's
withdrawal from the county autho[ity
is “inconsistent with the policies” of
his department, ‘‘as well as state and

federal statutes.” .

A letter attached from Lawrence
E. Stanley, a deputy attorney generblly
recommended the DEP seek @
Superior t order to get Hoboken
back into the county agency.

Stanley said that he county
authority was properly cr ted tg the
board of freeholders on July 9, 1970 by
a resolution. He said thai if Hoboken
or any other municipality in the
county did not want to be part of the

it had 60 days from the day

der's Fesoli Yot
with the Secretary of State 10 i
own resolution stating that it did not
want to be part of the authority. This

| wasn't done.

“It is our information that the
city of Hoboken did not exercise this
option and is therefore permagtently
part of the (county) authority’s dis-
trict,” he wrote.

Stanley added that the county
authority has acquired full power,
responsibility and discretion with
respect to any sewage facilities to be
constructed ~anywhere within the
county. :

Since Hoboken is obliged to up-
grade its facility,it would have to go
to the county for approval of its plans.
He added that by going on its own,
Hoboken could cause the county to
lose all of the 75 per cent federal
funding participating communities
hope to receive for the county-wide
project. \

Cappiello took exgeption to
several points. ¥ip

“I do not see that an)) significant
progress had been made,"” 'saiq the
mayor. ‘‘The county authority 18 SiX
years old and it still can't give
Hoboken — or anyone else — even
ballpark figures on what it is going to
cost us. 1 am not talking about the
costs of building it, but the cost of
operating it once it has been finishegl.

Cappiello said that’ the main
reason the city withdrew from the
county authority was that after

reviewing the situation with represen-
tatives of local industry and their con-
sultants it was the consensus that the,
city could upgrade its own plant for &
ot less than it would have to pay as:
part of the county authority. i
The mayor Cohceded that
Hoboken failed to quit the authority
within the 60 days authon.zed by lav{,
put added that it wasn't in any ~I8l
ion to at that time.
"on“A decibion like that requires
careful study of the facts,” he said.
«Byt there weren't any hard facts t0
base it on at that time — and siX
later there still isn't to¢ much /g0

on.”
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Methadone distribution

By Peter Hallam

Without approvai or knowiedge
Hobokgn officials, Patrick House‘.‘ !:e[
county’s drug abuse rehabilitation
agency, has started dispensing
methadone from its clinic in Hoboken
It was learned today. ,

The action was also taken without
the knowledge of residents or prop-
erty owners in the area, persons liv-
Ing near the clinic at First and
Jefferson streets reported.

Patrick House employes working

at the clinic would not answer any
question concerning the activity when
a reporter visited the clinic. They
referred all inquiries to their
superior, Walter Kulzy, associate
director of the program. However,
signs posted in the office clearly
showed that the drug was being dis-
pensed.

A hand-lettered sign just inside
the entrance proclaimed that medica-
tion hours were 4 to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Other signs alerted

4

i

patients to the fact that weekend
medication was available at the
center on York Street in Jersey City.
_ According to Kulzy, the center
started dispensing methadone Mon-
day. He said that there are about
persons getting the drug and all are
Hoboken residents.

~ "'We are experiencing the same
financial problems as most govern-
ment and government-related
agencies—cuts in our funding,” he

said. ‘It is more economical to dis-|
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pense the methadone at a location e Hoboken City receipt in advance of
clesest (o the patients. It cuts our Council has federal under the

two ordinances
au the city to
commit itself to
restoration and im-
provements of City Hall
and the Public Works
Garage, but it was not
unanimous.
Councilmen Walter
Cramer and Nunzio
Malfetti voted against
the measures while
four other councilmen
voted in fawvor of them.
| The ordinances

Cosls.” However, he didn't expiain
how this cut costs.
~In response to anticipated objec-
tions to the operation from residents
of the neighborhood, Kulzy said:
“What are we supposed to do with
them? These are their children and
they need help.”
The center was opened several
years ago as an outreach andréferral
center for drug addicts who wanted to
be helped. But it was not without
some problems. Residents of the area
did not want the center because they

Public Works Act of
1976.

Cramer said that he
could not see putting
over $3 million into the
old building when for
that money the city
could build a new
modern structure. And
his sentiments were
echoed by several
persons from the
audience.

Charles DeFazio Jr.,
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Council” President

Martin J. Brennan said
he apreed with their
thinking to a certain ex-
tent but was prompted
to vote for the or-
dinances by the fact
that the projects
wouldn't cost the city
anything and that if
Hoboken didn't apply
for and get the funds
some other
municipality would.

The council also ap-
proved four other or-

& iy a W
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firemen as part

new contract
ment.

The holiday

totalling approximately
$78,000 for the police
department and $76,000
for the fire department,
are being given out to-
day following yester-
day's signing of the new
three-year pacts by the
Policemen’s Benevol-
ent Association (PBA)
and the Fire Fighters
Association (FFA).

of the
agree-

checks,

By TERRY BRENNAN

complaints last night from about 70

Trustees Pt
in Hoboken
shun gripes

Hoboken Board of Education refused to hear
parents
who demanded that the board discuss the
problem of adult supervision in city schools. -

feared Patrick House would use it as Board President Mary Gaspar, who said the

]
M : i a methadone distribution point. authorize the ap- Dr. Robert King and dinances introduced for is ooy
Fire officers get Cappiello pledge, Sign Fmexeiome | s o & Rond Tl o SRy | coouen e S
; . Rev. Francis Schiller, founder of the million for City Hall voiced similar opinions They covered the authorizing the eity's " S TR0
' ' I—the removal of a f 43/7l  Patrick House program, gave full as- and §731,500 for the gar- on the City Hall holiday payments being 1-2% Department to e complate buacd. also said dhe pavents’ cons:
Hoboken’s fire officers have ac- final approval— nan and himself. surance that there would not be a age, contingent upon restoration project. made to all police and  foreclose on three in- plaints weren’t placed on the agenda because

she hadn’t been notified of the matter in time.

"“The board attorney was going to make |
recommendations to us tonight but his brother-
in-law passed away and he couldn't make the
meeting, Mrs. Gaspar said. ‘‘We will move as
quickly as possible on this issue as soon as we
get legal advice.”

Although the parents claimed they had given
Gaspar the necessary 48 hours to get the issue

dustrial properties for
non-payment of taxes
was approved by the
council. The properties
are the Fifth and Sixth
Street Piers. the old
Todd Shipyard in the
northeast section of the
city and the Condenser

clause from the contract the fire of-
ficers had ratified which required the
ity to maintain the number of of-
ficers prescribed by ordinance.
Amoruso and Brennan personally
visited Mayor Cappiello in his
hospital room at St. Mary Monday
afternoon to advise him that the fire
officers were willing to sign the con-

cepted indirect verbal assurance
from Mayor Steve Cappielio that the
existing number of superiors will be
maintained and have signed a three-
. year labor pact with the city that does
not have such assurance in writing.
Officials of the Fire Officers As-
sociation officially signed the con-
tract yesterday in the office of City

Capt. William Bergin, president
of thepfire officers, said that there
wasn't much point in fighting the city
on the matter of whether the clause
was arbitrarily taken out of the con-
tract they had ratified several months

ago.
“We feel we are right, at least in

methadone clinic at the site. The com-
munity objections were primarily
based on the fear that outside addicts
would be coming into Hoboken for
methadone.

According to Kuizy, only Hoboken
residents are to be treated at the
center and all methadone dispensing

—
Schoo!as_ 1\)}%{

Clerk Anthony J. Amoruso, the acting tract provided they could get SOme principle,” he said. is done by a fully qualified supervisor, & Service Building and on the agend .
: ; i ayor . genda, Mrs. Gaspar said she ha
lt’?l:yl?t;s;‘;;rt:lle Mayor Cappiello was in lt(lllr:tj t?li; ac?ts; r;glclled ‘r:loa,l!;lt;ht: am coyr:. “We dog»t ha\(lle hanyttl;‘iengo:‘g USUB;,;{&: V::%lieste{tedw:gr?:érned il b e' '11 I e S p q n el l"’lri 011’19‘:;}; :;domgv;lr received a letter from the parents on Sec g
: _ writing now, but we do have , i : and had only opened it Dec. 10. id th
It was some quick footwork by plement of one chief, six deputy of the mayor and the council presi- ~ Mayor Steve Cappiello met with field Street. s adeqza tgeﬁ:1 elto haeselt(l)lesits,seu:a::' tha.t

chiefs and 32 captains.
According to Amoruso, the mayor
gave such verbal assurance to Bren-

dent and we'll have to be satisfied:  Father Schiller yesterday morning on
with that.” the matter. Hoboken school officials yesterday said the problem of

o "1 advised Father Schiller that lunchtime supervision is exaggerated and likely to be reduced
we would be watching the center for shortly, anyway.

any signs of problems,” said the While children played outside the Daniel S. Kealey School, a8

The parents group, which calls itself the Ad
Hpc Committee of Concerned Parents and
Citizens, is charging school officials with in-
adequate adult supervision at city schools. The

Amuroso and Council President
Martin J. Brennan that helped
eliminate the one obstacle blocking

Two bids were
received by the councii
on the purchase of new
police cars. The city

mayor. “‘And if there are any, we're ) - plans to b group claims the “insufficient supervision” is -
gl children do, within view of crossing guards and a handful of uy up to 10 pervision - 18
going to be right on top of them. parents, Principal Andrew G. Hopper was inside forgoing his new cars, Low bidder ;ot&r::; Ct.g“g;znsafety and well-being of all

appiello said he didn’t bother
complaining or objecting to the
methadone distribution because the
city's official approval isn’t needed.

The mayor said he has ‘‘mixed”’
reactions to the move.

was A.C. Chevrolet
with a price of $8,039
per car. Center Ford
submitted a price of
$8,105 per car. A.C. also
submitted a bid of

own lunch break and downplaying complaints of parents about
the lunch program,

For nearly 10 years, Hopper said, the Kéaley School lunch
program has been functioning with only one incident — an acei-

“'There are incidents of neglect and physical
abuse of children by teachers and ad-
ministrators in our schools,” the group said in
a statement released last night. “A serious
problem exists. Our children cannot learn in

‘Hoboken awards sewerage contract

i isfactory throughout the country.
systems, both capable of upgrading Satis] ¢ ,
Hyoboken'é system from its primary The plan is to build two small

ifi . systems,” said Lynch, “‘one of each
classification to a secondary clas type. This is expected to take s By

The Hoboken City Council has un-
‘animously awarded a $100,000 con-
tract to the engineering firm of Mayo

Lynch Associates for two pilot
sewage treatment systems and a
fegibility study which would allow
the city to upgrade its treatment plant
without participating in the Hudson.
County Sewerage Authority.

The action was taken at last

sification.
Hoboken, like other Hudson

municipalities with their own treat-
ment facilities, is under federal man-
date to upgrade the system to second-

ary treatment.
Lynch said the two systems that

will be constructed will be a *‘bio disc

month. Once constructed and
operational, they will be tested for a
six-month period." ‘

“The purpose of constructing two
miniature treatment systems is to see
which is the most capable of handling
Hoboken's particular type of sewage

“I realize that we must have a
drug treatment program,” he as-
serted. “But I also realize that resi-
dents of the area may not want it
located where it is—and they have a
right to object to it. If that is the case
I'm going to have to side with the resi-

dent on Nov. 19 when a fifth grade girl was hurt and taken to a
hospital.
Parents, aroused by the incident, have called for greater
playground supervision at the city's nine schools, and gathered
to form the Ad Hoc Committee of Concerned Parents and

' Citizens. The group demanded recognition at Tuesday’s

meeting of the school board, but were put off.

$11,696 for a tow truck
and $7,897 for a van.
Center Ford did not bid
on these items.

this atmosphere."

The council also ap-
proved bids for the
restoration of the 1ith

The incident which ignited the parents’
protest involved the hospitalization of a fifth
grader last month after a fight outside the
Kealey School. The parents claim there was
Improper adult supervision at the time, while

school officials say the incident occurred off

school property and the school had been closed
for lunch.

“The school board has a responsibility to
provide adequate supervision during the entire
school day,” the statement continued. “We
cannot accept the fact that the schools don't
have legal responsibility during lunch. Many
children are on school property during this
hour and are subject to possible injury.”

Mrs. Gaspar also said she was convinced ac-

- cusations by a local restaurant owner of unpaid
 bills of thousands of dollars were ‘‘completely
unfounded.” The charges were made recently
by Union Club owner Tony Van Clief, :

night's council meeting. :
According to Joseph Lynch, his

firm will oversee the construction of

two different types of treatment

discharge.”
Lynch pointed out that Hoboken

does not have a storm drainage
system and that rain water and in-
dustrial waste all go into the treat-
ment plant. The facility, he said, must
be capable of accommodating a wide
variety of chemical and petroleum
additives that find their way into the
system. The ultimate goal to reach
the secondary rating is to achieve an
80 to 98 per cent pure water dis-
charge. _
According to Lynch, the two dif-
ferent types of treatments have been
reviewed with various Hoboken in-
dustries and their engineers and the
consensus is that they are the most
promising at this time. He added that |

at the end of the six-month period, all
of the statistical data and results of
the two pilot systems would be com- ‘
piled into a report with recommenda-
tions. It will be submitted to the city,

dents taxpayers."'
er Schiller wasnot available
for comment.

system” and a ‘‘trickling filter
system.” He said both systems are
accepted and have proved to be

Few Cause Problems , B

Superintendent of Schools Thomas F. McFeely yesterday said
he has met twice with the group and with the board’s personnel
committee which is considering playground supervision as the
school system moves into a state-ordered hot lunch program.

Hopper said he or his vice principal are always on duty:
throughout the day and crossing guards are also present during
the lunch break between noon and 12;45 p.m. when half of the
students go home. He could not foresee how many youngsters
‘would take part in the new program,

McFeely said administration officials are presently adjusting
schedules to provide closer attention to children remaining at
the school between classes until the hot lunch program begins in
January or February.

Hopper said only about 12 to 20 children cause any problem at
the Kealey School.

Street pumping station
‘contingent upon final
approval of the project
and the granting of
funds by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency.

Ty

Garage near [/

capacity use
in Hoboken

Hoboken parking ‘‘G" which has a total

“I've spoken to the board's attorney and he's
convinced me that the bills are just sevea
hundred dollars,” Mrs. Gaspar said. “‘As far a!
I'm concerned the bills are all paid and Mr,
Taylor will settle everything.™ )

tributed to several holi-
parents’ group, said the board, “‘Doesn’t wan

authority is five
'spaces away from fully
renting one of its two
open parking es,
according to figures
presented to the com-
missioners at their l,t
meeting. w
Fig show that as
of the end of last
month, the authority
had 451 monthly
customers in garage

of 456 spaces. The gar-
age is located between
Third and Fourth
Streets on Hudson
Street.

Garage ‘‘B'’, the
larger of the two park-
ing facilities has 750
spaces. There are 455
monthly customers
renting spaces, an in-
crease of seven over
the previous month.
The 451 figure for gar-
a?e “G"' is an increase
of 13 over October.
Over all, the authority
picked up 20 new
monthly parkers. X

The figures for ‘the
daily customers for
November showed a sl-
ight decrease from Oc-
tober but this was at-

days which cut down on
daily parking.

The authority had a
total of 3,200 daily
customers during
November as compared
to 3,304 during October.
However, it was noted
that in one garage —
“G" — even though
there were fewer daily
customers the
authority actually
made about $100 more
for the month.

J oseph Hotendorf,
executive director, told
the commissioners that
this was due to the fact
that the fewer
motorists parked for
longer periods of time,
resulting in higher pay-
ments.

which will then decide which of the
two systems it wants to pursue and
make an application for federal
funding.

The bio-disc system is a series of
filte. discs which rotate or spin.
Centrifugal force drives out the im-
purities. This is coupled with a
bacterial action which eats up the im-

purities in the discharge. Any solids
remaining after treatment are
separated from the discharge and
must be carted away once of twice a
year. Lynch said the discharge itself
— the water the city sends into the
Hudson River — would fall into the 80
to 98 per cent pure range.

The trickling filter system is
more of a natural filtration setup. The
sewage is passed over a porous base
of rock or simulated plastic stone. As
it passes through, oxygen trapped
within the base reacts with the im-
purities in the water and this
chemical reaction results in removal
of the impurities. The end result is

Hoboken citizens stuck w:t% !{)ﬂty)_pl}?l‘

By William Taft

Hoboken 's taxpayers are stuck
with the $890 liquor bill and the $540
entertainment bill run up at the
school board's party at which other
school boards in the county and their
spouses and elite employes were
guests.

Otto Hottendorf, a Hoboken board
member, said today that the city
won't be reimbursed for the liquid
refreshments and entertainment by
the nine other municipalities invoived

because it is the custom for the host
town to pay those expenses.

At the Hoboken board meeting
Tuesday night when the board voted
to pay the two bills, it was announced
that the city would be compensated by
the other ‘communities for their pro
rata share. But Hottendorf said this is
not the case.

The party was held at Stevens In-
stitute in Hoboken on Dec. 3. Hotten-
dorf said that each year, gne school

726 H O
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Cappiello ‘co%mg along

A spokeswoman at ‘St Mary Hospital, Hoboken, said
yesterday Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello is ‘“‘coming
along’ and that he was listed in fair condition.

boar unty is host to all the
others for such an occasion.

Mrs. Mary Stack Gaspar, who
succeeded Hottendorf as president
this year, said today that she did not
attend the party but dropped in at the
Stevens building where it was being
held, and left after a couple of
minutes without going upstairs to the
scene of the festivities.

She said the affair was initiated

by Hottendorf, and the arrangemenli
were carried out by Anthon

Romano, the board’s business m o

ger. .
Romano procured the liquor frod
Van's liquor store of Hoboken, which
submitted the bill of $890. The $450 f
‘“‘entertainment’’ went to the Richa
Chambers Orchestram s
Hottendorf said the guests in-
cluded Board Attorney Robert
Taylor, Board Secretary
Gallo, Romano and Schools Superin-
tendent Thomas E. McFeely. He said
Mayor Steve Cappiello and the nine

homas A.

Mrs. Elena Gensler, a spokeswonam form%

parents participating in these meetings
Otherwise they'd make sure we'd be heard. All
they want to do is to go out and spend $2,000 o
their own I-don’t-know-what, but they can'z
give concerned parents a few minutes of their

[

s
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Cappiello /gﬁked
. N1 P
not to sign

ac't,:%'

The Hoboken Environment Committee has
asked Mayor Steve Cappiello and the city council

Hoboken may be out/ﬁ H
$74,000 in welfare funds

By Peter Hallam

. Hoboken may lose $74,000 in reim-
bursements from state welfare
authorities as a result of $98,000 in
questionable expenditures uncovered
in a recent state audit, it was learn-
ed today.

According to city Welfare Direc-
tor Jerry Forman, the final decision
on the reimbursement will depend on
the state's reaction to a letter
Hoboken must send explaining why it
should get the state’s share of the
money.

Forman said that he and
members of the Hoboken Public As-
sistance Board met with state welfare
authorities and were told that if they
expected to get the state’s share of
the ‘money involved in the
questionable expenditures a letter ex-
plaining why would have to be sent.

“I'm preparing it now,” added
the director.

Under the public assistance
program, the state reimburses
municipalities approximately 75 per
.cent of its welfare costs.

Forman said that the expen-
ditures were only part of the problem.

“That’s the surface,” he con-
tinued. ‘‘Under it is the state’s in-
sistance and recommendations that
the city change from a check-voucher
system to a cash system — and our
reluctance to do that.

“‘The state has been after us to go
to the cash system for more than four
years that I know of. But our city
fathers are reluctant because it re-
quires having cash on hand to make
the payments.

Forman would not disclose what
reasoning the city would use in the
letter to justify the reimbursement.
However, he said that he felt that the
city has a fairly good chance of having
the reasoning accepted.

also a discharge within the pure
range.

The action by the Hoboken coun-
cil is seen as another affirmative
gesture to once and for all sever con-
nections with the Hudson County
Sewerage Authority. However, Mayor
Steve Cappiello said the door is not
entirely closed to the .ity’s participa-
tion with the count?-.

Cappiello said if the county comes
up with a cheaper and better way of
doing it, Hoboken will gladly consider
it. Meanwhile, the city has to keep
control of its own financial destiny, he

said. i\(}l/ /l//;/74

Cappiello, who was admitted to the hospital Friday even-
ing for what Acting Mayor Anthony Amoroso called “‘a
series of tests,” will reportedly be released from the
hospital in a few days, the hospital spokeswoman said.

Sift Hoboken se

By JIM BENSON

+ Hoboken's Nov. 9 city council resolution to withdraw sup-
+ port for a regional sewerage program and to build its own
treatment facilities may be overruled by state law, according
" to an opinion by the Attorney General's office.
Fearing that spiraling sewage treatment costs might drive
- industry out of the city, Mayor Steve Cappiello announced that
Hoboken would launch its own feasibility study to determine
. the best treatment facility and then build it. Hoboken would
then have direct control over sewerage rates for industries
¢ located there.

Ranieri pushes for Iav%/z
on demolishing buildings

men Gallo of Hoboken, Jackman of

Capplello pension talk dye
9 er

The question of granting Hoboken Mayor
Steve Cappiello’s application for retirement as a
police sergeant with a pension is now tentatively
scheduled to come up at the meeting of the board
of the state Police and Firemen's Retirement
System in Trenton on Jan. 17.

Cappiello has been on leave of absence from
the %lce force since he was elected a councilman
in 1063

He has been paying into the pension fund on
the basis of his $24,584 salary as mayor, not on the
$12,684 salary he had been receiving as police
sergeant.

The board has asked the state attorney
general for a ruling as to whether the size of his
pension should be based on the former or the latter

figure.

Cappiello hospitalizegi,z /

with allergic reaction’/ix/’zz

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello is
reported in fair condition at St. Mary
Hospital, Hoboken, where he is being
treated for an allergic reaction.

The mayor was admitted to the
hospital Friday evening and was
placed in the intensive care unit but
was later moved to a regular room
when his condition improved.

A hospital spokesman declined to
discuss the nature of Cappiello's ail-
ment and a member of the family said
only that it was ‘‘nothing serious."” He
was expected to remain in the
hospital for several days.

Hoboken Councilman Robert
Ranieri today resumed his campaign
for a law requiring multiple dwelling
owners to pay for demolishing fire-
destroyed buildings when they collect
fire insurance.

The law would prevent these
landlords from pocketing the in-
surance and then refusing to tear
down the unsafe structurazs, & situa-
tion recurring with increasing fie-
quency in Hoboken.

A bill to that effect was in-

troduced in the New Jersey Assembly
a year ago, but it never got out of
committee.

Ranieri said today that he will
urge Mayor Steve Cappiello to call
upon the Hudson County as-
semblymen this week to revive the
dormant bill.

Sponsored by Assemblyman
perkins of Jersey City, the bill was
co-sponsored by Assembly Speaker
LeP%(me of Bayonne and Assembly-

West New York, Miskiewicz and Es-
posito of Jersey City, Cali of Kearny,
and four assemblymen from outside
Hudson County.

Ranieri said today that one
Hoboken tenement house landlord
who has a dozen buildings refused to
demolish two adjacent tenement
houses oin Newark Street after a fire
and the city was obliged to have them
demolished at & cost of $16,000.

The law sought by Ranieri would
require insurance ccmpanies to hold
up payment of fire insurance on such
dwellings until the city certified that
there was no lien against them for
demolition.

Where there was a lien, the in-
surance company would have to first
satisfy the lien, and then pay the
owner whateyer was left over.

The biil that never made it out of
committee is numbered A-1301.

f

city councilmen were invited angd

“most of them attended.”
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nge plan

But now, depite the fact that Hoboken is going ahead with
development of its own treatment plan, it is uncertain if the

city can legally do this.

In a letter to the mayor and council dated Dec. 3, the state
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) said it was
““quite concerned and dismayed' with Hoboker's decision to
pull out of the county sewerage program.

The DEP told the city officials that the Nov. 9 resolution is
“inconsistent with the policies of this department as well as
with state and federal statutes.

“In the opinion of the DEP,”

the letter stated, ‘“only

through active participation and cooperation with the Hudson
County Sewerage Authority will the City of Hoboken be able to
assure its interests are best served. Federal funds will be

available .

the regional sewerage authority.”
Statute Cited
Accompanying the letter was an opinion rendered by Deputy
Attorney General Lawrence E. Stanley stating, ‘‘the resolu-
tion will not have the effect apparently intended by the

governing hody."

. . only through its (Hoboken's) cooperation with

Stanley cited a state statute which says no sewage disposal
plant or facility for collecting, treating or disposing of sewage
shall be constructed within a sewage treatment authority dis-
trict without the approval of the authority.

In Hoboken's case, approval would have to come from the
Hudson County Sewerage Authority, created in 1970.

State law allows a local municipality to decide not to take
part in a regional authority. But the decision must he made
within 60 days after a county resolution establishing a regional
authority is filed with the Secretary of State

Hoboken did not do this, according to what the Attorney

General knew, Stanley said.

Mayor Cappiello esuld not be reached for comment yester-
day but Hoboken Corporation Counsel Larry Florio said
“litigation is being pondered” to determine if Hoboken is
legally correct in withdrawing from the regional program.

not- to sign a $100,000 contract with Mayo, Lynch

and Associates for a pilot sewage treatment

program. But the request comes almost a week
too late.

" Cappiello said today the contract has been
signed and will go ahead as scheduled as the city
seeks to find answers to its sewage treatment
problems separate from the Hudson County
Sewerage Authority.

Mayo, Lynch plans to have constructed two
miniature treatment systems to determine which
is better for upgrading Hoboken's sewerage treat-
ment plant from a primary system to secondary
treatment. One system is called a ‘“‘Bio-disc
system’” and the other a ‘‘trickling water
system.” Both are said to have the potential to
produce discharge that is 80 to 98 per cent pure
water.

The letter of Mrs. Joseph Manogue of the En-
vironment Committee was dated Dec. 20 and
besides asking that the city not sign the contract,
requests full particulars of the contract along with
plans and specifications be made public. She also
asked for a public chearing on the proposal, that
the sources of funding be clearly explained.

The mayor said he received the letter after the
contract had been signed. However, he probably
would have signed it anyway ‘since he and the

council unanimously felt that what was being done

“‘is right.”

Cappiello added that the contract was a mat-
ter of public record and available to anyone who
wanted to see it in the city clerk’s office.

Councilman-at-large Robert A. Ranieri sup-
ported the mayor’s position, adding that he was
even more convinced now that the city had taken
the right course.

A story appearing in Wednesday's Jersey
Journal tells the story better than 1 could—after
six vears and $800,000 the county sewerage
authority is in exactly the same place it was when
it started—still trying to get a sewerage treatment
plant approved by the state,” he said.

- “In one month of playing catch-up football we
have tied the score and gone ahead. Thus far,
without government funding, we have withdrawn
from the county authority and hired an engineer-
ing firm to do a feasibility study and supervise a
pilot project. And should 't prove feasible, which
we fully expect it will, we will proceed with the
bidding and construction.

S». “Qur reasoning? We are already a region unto
ourselves—including Veehawken and Union City.
The state has already realized that the county ap-
peoach to a regional system is unworkable and has
(ﬁrected the authority to create three regions
within the county. This proves that our logic is
viable.

»  “With home rule we can do a more_efficient
apd cost-conscious job. The proof? The
catastrophic results of the county authority which
ig controlied by Jersey City, the Jersey City water
tgeatment facility fiasco that is all but ruining
Hpboken. Or what about Jersey City’s most recent
ifterest rate on its municipal ‘bonds—10\% per
c@int, the highest in the nation. This is no way to
rgn a ball game."”

=
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Hoboken and St
officials may have to resume negotia-
tions to settle the question of how
much the hospital owes the city for
water because the city’s files on the
matter seem to have disappeared.

First Ward Councilman Anthony
H. Romano, chairman of the city
council water committee, says he
turned all of the files over to the city's
Law Department. But Law Director

Hoboken educators want

Mary Hospital

a period of time.

“I was not aware of such an
agreement,” he said. “It was sup-

City, hospital to talk on ‘water

Lawrence Florio and his legal assis-
tants say they don’t know if he did or
not but they don't have the files.
The money owed amounts to ap-
grommately $90,000. According to
omano, hospital officials claim that
they came to an agreement with the
city to pay back a total of $75,000 over

department.,”

Romano did not recall which city
attorney accepted the documents and

paper work.
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cuts back, $1.5 million more

By Peter Hallam

The Hoboken Board of Education
and city officials today go back before
a state hearing officer who will decide
whether $680,000 cut from the board's
1976-77 school budget by the City
Council should be restored. And, as an
added element, school hoard is ex-
pected to ask for an additional $1.5
million from the city.

According to Sschool board of-
ficials, the $1.5 million will be needed
to pay teachers and administrators
the money that will be due them in
summer salary payments. The
salaries that are to be paid this com-
ing summer were not included in the
1976-77 budget.

A school board spokesman said
that the 1976-77 budget reflects the
payments made last summer. He said
that the state has instructed the
school hoard not to make the pay-
ments this way.

Normally, teachers are paid 10
months of the year. They have an op-

Hoboken,
again /3%6
to sell hotel

Hoboken is again putting the
Grand Hotel up for sale instead of
having it immediately demolished, as
suggested by a city councilman.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
that he has instructed the law depart-
ment to hold another auction for the
vacant building, which has been the
scene of two fires in recent weeks.

‘“This is to be done as quickly as
legally possible,” he added.

There will be a slight difference
between the upcoming sale and the
one held several months ago, when
not a single bid was made, The city
won’t have a minimum bid this time.

At the last sale, the city set a
minimum of $60,000. :

James Caulfield, city building in-
spector, said he believed that there
were persons or companies interested
in buying the building, but the
minimum price made it impractical.
It was Caulfield who suggested to the
mayor that the city try again, but this
time without the minimum price.

“I tend to agree,” said the mayor.
“We'd like to have the $60,000 to of-
fset some of the back taxes owed on
the building. But that might
materialize. More important is to see
the building back on the tax rolls but
that chance might also pass us by if
we wait for someone to come along
with the $60,000 first,”

The mayor said the city will ac-
cept any reasonalbe price — much
less than $60,000 — provided the bid-
der agrees to repair and refurbish the
building and can show the city that he
is in a reasonably good financial posi-
tion to insure the work will be done as
quickly as possible.

‘“‘‘We’'re not looking for
speculators operating on a,
shoestring,”’ continued Cappiello.
““We want a reputable firm or person
with some financial backing who can
get the job done.

‘‘If no one meeting those
qualifications shows up and bids on
the property, then I will recommend
that the city go along with the sugges-
tion made by Council-at-large
(Robert A.) Ranieri and have the
building demolished.”

Ranieri wants the building torn
down because, he says, other property
owners in the area have been
threatened with cancellation of their
fire insurance. He said some in-
surance companies feel that the hotel,
because it is vacant and unguarded, is
a threat to neighboring properties.

Grand Hotel on sale agaih/,

Anyone interested in buying a sl-
ightly downtrodden hotel that has
seen better days but has potential for
redevelopment?

On Jan. 10 Hoboken is again going
to put up for sale the old Grand Hotel
at Third and Hudson Streets

The city hasn’t set any price at
which the bidding will start, in the
hope of finding an interested buyer
and getting the property back on the
tax rolls.

Hoboken tried to sell the building
earlier this year but there weren't
any bidders. According to some city

tion, if mutually agreed to by them
and the school board, whetreby a per-
centage of their pay can be withheld
and paid te them during the two
months when there is no school. Ho-
boken's teachers agreed to this
schedule and it has been in existence
for many years.

But, unlike other school boards
which set aside a percentage of what
the teachers are paid each month dur-
ing the school year, and then draw
upon that money during the July and
August school break, the Hoboken
school board has not done this.
Instead it has paid the teachers
what is due them without putting any
money aside. The end result, the
spokesman said, is that approximate-
ly $1.5 million will be needed from the
city to make the summer payments in
July and August.

Meanwhile, arguments will con-

tinue before August Thomas, head of |

the Division of Controversies and
Disputes for the state Department of
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Hoboken
accepts 2

free buses

Hoboken Ma{or Steve
Cappiello said today
that he has decided to
accept two free buses
from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation
J(DOT) even thugh it
will cost the city sev-
eral thousand dollars
before the vehicles can
be used.

“We have to buy
the tires for them and
get insurance
coverage,”” said the
mayor, ‘“‘but the oppor-
tunity of getting two
$59,000 buses for
nothing is too good to
pass up.

“One vehicle will be
used on the citizen
route to provide them
with free transporta-
tion. The other will be
used as a back-up for
the city’s crosstown
bus."

The mayor said it will
be a few months before
the city actually gets
the two buses. They
must be ordered by the
state, which is paying
for them with federal
funds.

‘1 have notified state
officials that we will
accept the two buses, so
our order is going in
with the others that will
be placed,” Cappiello
added.

officials, the reason was that the city
was asking too much money as a
minimum bid — $30,000 — and no one
wanted to invest that much and then
have to spend an equal amount or
more to put the building in shape.

The sale will be held at 2 p.m. in
the city council chambers at City
Hall.

Hoboken has set a number of con-
ditions for the sale, the most impor-
tant of which is that the successful
bidder repair the building and that the
work start within 45 days of city coun-
cil confirmation of the sale.

According to Mayor Steve Cap-
piello, Hoboken will be insisting on
one other thing that isn't included in
the conditions — that the bidder be a

Education, today in the Hudson
County Superintendent of Schools of-
fices on the reinstatement of the
680,000 which the council cut from
the schools budget last spring.
Almost six hours’ testimony was
taken yesterday as City -Attorney
Lawrence Florio and Thomas Calligy,
assistant city attorney, Cross-
examined Robert W. Taylor, the
school board attorney, Mrs. Mary

Gaspar, board president, and Thomas
Gaynor, assistant superintendent of
schools.

Also representing the board but
not yet called to testify were Thomas
F. McFeely, superintendent of
schools; Louis DePascale, ad-
ministrative assistant and labor con-
sultant; Otto Hottendorf, board
member and former president,
George Maier, special service
manager and Vincent Indelicato,
auditor for both the school board and
the city.

The main thrust of the budget
reduction by the city was in the field
of instruction salaries. Approximate-
ly $635,000 of the $680,000 was in
salaries; with the contention that the
board could afford to reduce the
n‘l):mber of teachers by approximately
40.

However, Taylor, - Gaynor and
Mrs. Gaspar disputed this, especially
Gaynor, who was accepted by the
hearing officer as an expert in school
administration.

Gaynor said the city’'s proposed

|
]

cuts were correct in theory—at least '

as far as the figures themselves went.
However, in principle and in practice
they showed a lack of thorough
knowledge of how the schools operate,
he said.

He cited several instances of
reductions' in the school staff ordered
by the council where, he said, the ac-
tual reductions were not possible and
would have resulted in overcrowded
classrooms and ‘‘endangered the
school board's ability to provide a
thorough and efficient education’ for
children.

Citing the Kealey School, where
the souncil has recommended that the
instructional staff of 26 be reduced to
21, Gaynor said there were 1]
teachers of the 26 who could not be

touched. This included six Title I
teachers, one kindergarten teacher,
one physical education, one part-time
art teacher, one part time music
teacher and a school nurse who had
been included erroneously as a
member of the teaching staff.

If reductions were to be made
they would have to come from the 15
remaining teachers, Gaynor said. The
Title I instructors are paid with
federal funds and the special teachers
— kindergarten, physical education,
music, and art — are required by the
state. If five of the 15 remaining
teachers were dismissed, it would
leave 10 teachers with classes of 41
pupils each, he said.

Next, Florio and Calligy at-
tempted to discredit the board’s ex-
pendi_tures for other expenses,
questioning convention trips, dinners,
and seminars for board members, ad-
ministrative staff and business
manager. However, Taylor said not
only ‘dld the board incur the expenses
legitimately but would probably incur
similar expenses in the future,

The city attorneys also attacked
the board on $690,000 that was not part
of the 1976-77 budget submitted to the
voters last March, part of which
money has found its way into reserve
accounts for work being done on the
mini school. Taylor admitted that
$340,000 had been reserved by the
board for site work and unanticipated
expenses for the school.

The daylong testimony concluded
shortly before 4 p.m. when Taylor
asked why City Council President
Martin J. Brennan did not appear for
the hearing when he had been sub-
poenaed to do so.

According to Florio, the subpoena
had been issued for the hearing that
had been scheduled for last week but
that hearing was adjourned until
yesterday.

Ik
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person or firm of good reputation and
financially able to put the building '
back into acceptable condition.

The mayor said that if the city is
to let the buiiding go for a ‘‘bargain
price” it must have some assurances
that the successful bidder is going to
be able to follow through and get the
hote] back on the tax rolls. o

posedly made with the city’s fdrmerl
city attorney, the late Dudley Schlos- , doesn’t have anything.
ser. Since neither I nor the members Q

of_ the water committee were familiar
with the agreement all of the material
was turned over to the law

-

'

bill #

“We don’t have anything on the
water situation withSt. Mary,” he as-
serted. “As far as I know, the water
committee still has everything, "

‘) Romano said that if the material
doesn’t turn up the committee may
have to meet with hospital officials

, and start all over again.
, The water bill owed by the
hospital actuaily goes back several

By Peter Hallam

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello
said today he will appeal to state
Education Commissioner Fred G.
Burke for the state’s help in providing
the $i.5 million needed by the
Hoboken school board to make its
summer salary payments to teachers,

“If the state orders Hoboken to

4 d o ¢
come up with that money, it will be a

%}  Cappiello asks stdte
provide summer pay

years and is the result of a faulty

- meter. The hospital took exception to

the charges claiming that the city was
billing it for more \gvater than i¥ was
actually using. The city’s position was
that the meter belonged to the
'r;osp!ta!'and if it was faulty it was the
0spital’s responsibility to replace it.
: A new meter was installed by the
0Spital but the question of whether
the old was accurate and the bills cor-
rect was still contested. Since the in-

disaster,” asserted the mayor. “It
will result in a gigantic increase in
the tax rate or a massive cut in city
personnel and services, and the city
can’t stand either.

‘““Hoboken will become a ghost
town. Few persons will be able to af-
ford paying their taxes on their homes
and property. We'll lose industry and
jobs. It can only start a whole se-
quence of events that will mean dis-
aster for the city.”

The school board has asked the

stallation of the new meter
i the
hospital has kept its water bills up to

date,

state to decide where the $1.5 million
will come from. There are two possi-
ble funding sources — the state and
the city — and the state has alreadv |

3 health care 7 The third chance "~/
a, 4

/;l/,,z, 7 Will three prove to be a lucky

pl' Og r 8 m s a ide number for Hoboken?

The city is getting a third chance to

do something with the former Todd

The Hudson Heaith System Agency (HSA)has ~ Shipyard site on the Hoboken-
given the nod to applications DY three existing
health care programs in Jersey City, Hoboken and

Weehawken border. i
%tlswﬁudson for federal funds totaling nearly D Y ¥t

. had 20,000 on the payroll there in World
The Jersey City Lead-based Paint Poisoning

War 1, gave up in 1966 rather than pay

Screening Program is in line for $317,529 from the up its taxes. ,

U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare Some oil financiers whipped

(HEW) to “‘screen for lead poisoning 4,000 together a new corporation, Super-

f:’:g;’;‘,&" year, out of a high risk pool of 10,883 marine, to buy the site for a refinery.
Hoboken F,m“{dpmnm& Inc., will get close They, too, shied at paying taxes. The city

to $100,000 for providing ‘‘counseling, educational took the property over.
and medical services to a target population of
about 10,000 women of child-bearing age.”

And the Family Planning Clinic of the North

Another oil firm, Cosmopolitan,
bought it from the city and tried to locate
an oil distribution terminal there . . .

Hudson Community Action Program (CAP) will while following the pattern of not paying
collect more than $75,000 for providlngmt)he “only taxes.
public family planning services to the 200,000 peo- They, too, gave up. And, once again,

ple of the North Hudson communities in several

Biinte ioeatioms * Hoboken is foreclosing to regain the site.

Maybe there will be a buck for the

said “no,” according to Robert W.
Taylor, the board's attorney. The re-
quest was made during a two-day
hearing before a state hearing officer
on whether $680,000 cut from the
board’s 1976-77 budget by the city
should be reinstated.

Technically, the money is — or
was — in the school board’s budget.
But it was used to pay.the teachers
their summer salaries last July ana
August. There is no money in the
budget to make the payments this
coming July and August.

According to the state, the school
board has been using the wrong
system to provide for the payments.
Teachers are hired for 10-month
periods and their pay is figured on 10
months. But they may opt for a 12-
month pay plan to insure they have
money during the summer school
break. Hoboken teachers have such a
plan.

To provide for it, the school
board is supposed to withhold a por-

tion of their monthly pay and set it
aside until the summer break.

When July and August roll
around, the board is supposed to draw
on the money it set aside during the
budget year. Instead, the board has
been appropriating in each budget the
payments that should have been
covered by the previous budget.

The state says this;must stop.

How did the city and school board
get into this situation? According to
school board members it started dur-
ing the depression when city funds
were scarce. The payments were
delayed at one point to give the city
more time to raise the money, and the
practice has continued since.

According to Taylor, the $1.5
million will allow the board to ‘““catch
up’’ and should be a one-tine proposi-
tion. He also deplored the circum-
stances which forced the board to
seek the money.

““The school board was told to do
this by the state,” he said. ‘‘There
wasn't much choice involved at all.

“And I'm not any happier with
the situation than the mayor or city
officials. I live in Hoboken and I own
property here. I don’t want to see
higher property taxes or reduced ser-
vices any more than they do."

In other business, the Hudson HSA board of
directors agreed to retain the Jersey City ac-
counting firm of Donohue & McCann at $1,900 an-

time around.

nually and to hire Union City attorney Harry
Irwin, a North Bergen resident, as its counsel at

$2,000 a year.

Weehawken Mayor Charles Miller attended
his first meeting as an HSA board member last
night. Miller was named to replace Guttenberg

Mayor Herman G. Klein who has resigned.

"Hoboken ma

be first to

I %kl
test

the T & E law

If the state says Hobokén must "Thomas, head of the Disputes and
put another $1.5 million into its Controversies Division of the State

schools budget, the state will have to
come up with the money because the

Thorough and Efficient Education
Act and the state Supreme Court
say you can't finance education
throu%h local property taxes.

That argument, by Hoboken
school board and city officials, may
become the first test of the new
education act and court decisions
yvhich forced the state to impose an
income tax.

It emerged yesterday from the
conclusion of a two-day hearing on
another subject, whether funds cut
from the Hoboken schools budget by
the City Council should be ordered

restored.

At the hearing before August L.

Hobokéa( /;{Te?‘
to collect rents
for ship. at pier

Hoboken has filed a suit in
Hudson County Superior Court to re-
quire the owners of the Fifth and Six-
th Street piers to show why they
should not allow the city to collect
rents from a large grain ship docked
at the foot of 5th Street since last spr-
ing.

~Law Director Lawrence Florio
said the owner, M.M.W.B. Inc., is to
show the court why the city should not
be appointed receiver for the
property, to. collect al! rents being
paid to the company.

Florio said that the city, in
theory, could have stepped in and
started collecting rents by virtue of
tax liens it has on the property.
However, he said, because of legal ac-
tion taken by both the city and the
owners it was deemed advisable to
formally seek the court’s permission.

According to Florio, there is
some money to be had. He said that
the owners of the ship have been put-
ting the money they are supposed to
paying the pier owners into escrow.
Carl Schaefer, a city legal assistant,
is in charge of this matter.

Department of Education, School
Board Attorney Robert W. Taylor for-
mally asked that the Commissioner of
Education order the inclusion of the
extra money which was not budgeted
for by the board.

Taylor explained that the board
has been directed by both the state at-
torney general’s office and state
education officials to correct its
system of providing for the summer
vacation teacher payments.

To do this, Taylor said, the board
would need an additional $1.5 million
because salaries to be paid this com-
ing summer are not included in the
1976-77 budget.

When asked by Thomas where the
Board of Education expected to get
the money from, Taylor said, “‘From
either the state or the city.” He added
that since he knew the state did.not
have the money, it would have to
come from local taxpayers.

However, City Attorney
Lawrence Florio disagreed and threw
the problem squarely into the lap of
the state. He said the financing of
education through local property
taxes has been ruled unconstitutional
by the State Supreme Court.

Florio explained that since
Hoboken's only means of getting $1.5
million would be through raising
property taxes, this would be a con-
tradiction to the Supreme Court rul-
ing. He said the funding must come
from the state.

Thomas said the matter would be
presented to the commissioner for his
perusal and decision.

«Concerning the $687,000 that the
city council cut from the board's
budget and that the board wants rein-
stated, it will be at least three weeks
before either side has any idea of
which way the decision is going.

Thomas said it will be two weeks
before the transcripts of the two-day
hearing are available and a few more
days for him to study them.

Yesterday’s proceedings again
centered on the cross-examination of
Taylor and Supt. of Schools Thomas
‘McFeely by Florio and Thomas
Calligy, assistant city attomee'.

The questioning dealt primarily
with the effort made by the school
board in attempting to live with and
adjust to the cuts made by the coun-
cil. Neither side appeared to have
scored any great victories.

city in that ill-fated property the next

P—_—
Parkir/d7 u{{}t"
to use surplus
to pay bonds

The Hoboken Parking Authority
has some good news for Mayor Steve
Cappiello and the city council. It is ex-
pecting to have a surplus of almost
$40,000 for 1977 which can be used to

ay a portion of the approximately
50,000 that will be due on the park-
ing garage bonds during the year.

~ According to "the authority’s
budget for 1977, it expects to have an
income of $325,000—almost twice as
much as it was anticipating as income
last year from its off-street parking
and parking meters.

Last year the authority an-
ticipated an income of $180,000 and
expenses of $290,000 leaving it with a
deficit for the year of some $110,000.
But that didn’t happen. Meter income
greatly increased and the authority

got a fairly decent response to its
parking garages.

As a result, the authority is clos-
ing out the year with a slight surpius,
which will go into its debt service ac-
count and be applied to the bond pay-
ments that are due in March and
September of next year.

Hoboken has been picking up the
payments for the authority because it
has lacked the income to make them
itself. The two payments total approx-
imately $650,000 a year.

An authority spokesman said that

operating costs have also gone up, 8o
the authority will have to use some of
the added income expected for next
year to pay them.

This year administrative costs
were estimated at $64,000. For next
year they are estimated at almost
$74,000. The cost of off-street parking
operations was estimated at $198,825
for 1976 but will go up to $207,689 for
1977. And the cost of on-street parking
operations — meter enforcement and
repairs — will go from $27,139 to
$34,600.

Hoboken hotel
on block aggi

By JEANNE M. HALL )

“Hotel for sale. Needs work, but has promisé./ >%, /4

This is how a classified ad could read for the old Grand
Hotel at Third and Hudson sts. in Hoboken.

The hotel goes under the hammer on Jan. 10, 2 p.m. in the
city council chambers.

A minimum bid hasn’t been set for the Jan. 10 sale. The
city tried to sell the hotel before, but received no offers. Some
city officials say the reason was that the minimum bid—
$30,000—was too high. Officials felt no bidder wanted to invest
that much plus an equal amount or more to get the building in
shape. .

pSOmken has attached a number of conditions to the sale,
The most important is that the successful bidder repair the
building, starting work no latec than 45 days after cgnfirma-
tion of sale. }

Mayor Steve Cappiello said hé'll insist on one thing that
isn't included in the conditions, that the purchaser be of good
reputation and financially able to put the building back into
shape.

He said if the city is to let the hotel go at a ‘‘bargain
price” it must have assurance that the building will be fixed
up and back on the tax rolls.

Hoboken /’s/"’
/e

workers ask’*

$500 raise

Hoboken municipal employes
want a $5'00 pay increase for 1976 or
they won't accept the contract that

the city has proposed to them.

That's what officials of the
Mumcnpa_l Employes Association say
the reaction has been to the city’s of-

fer of an 8 per cent increase for next

year plus a $100 clothing allowance

for employes required to wear uni-
forms on the job.

Municipal employes will meet to-
day at 4:30 p.m. in the city council
chambers to vote on the city's offer.

Last week, association officials
were more optimistic about the con-
tract. They said they were getting a
mixed reaction from their
membership and the vote ‘“‘could go
either way.” However, as more and
more employes presented their views
of the proposal, it became clear that
approval of the city’s offer was very
unlikely.

“There is a general feeling that a
promise has been broken — and they
don’t intend to allow the city to get
away with it,” remarked one associa-
tion official. “We accepted a $750
across-the-board pay increase in 1975
with the understanding that we would
get an additional $850 this year. Now
the Ciﬁ' says it can't give the $850.

“Most of the workers I have
talked with are willing to bend on the
$850 — but they won't accept a full

year without any increase at all."”

It was also learned that the
employes association will be seeking
a written contract with the city —
something that it has never had. All
past agreements were gentlemen's
agreements, concluded with a
handshake.

According to most workers, es-

, pecially those in non-clerical posi-
tions, without a written contract the
city can renege on its promises at any
time and there isn't anything the
workers can do about it.

/7
Hoboken may

levy stiff fine
for tardy buses

By Peter Hallam

Hoboken is considering stiff fines
for its new bus ordinance governing
the control of intra-city bus opera-
tions, it was learned today.

Sgt. Gabriel Ferraiuolo, the city’s
transportation inspector, said today
that he will recommend to the mayor
and city council that fines of no less
than $100 be imposed.en the local
Washington Street bus companies for
failing to keep to their schedule.

“T am also recommending a
minimum fine of $100 for instances
where the front or back doors on the

buses are not working,”" he continued.
“For smoking violatiens a fine of
$25 is being suggested, but for both
the passenger who is smoking and the
bus driver who is supposed to control
such. situations, And I am gecom-
mending a $50 fine for dirty vehicles.”
The ordinance is being baséd on a
pending state law which has been
passed by both the Assembly and
Senate and is now awaiting the
signature of Gov. Byrne. The bill was
worked out by Councilman-at-large
Francis X. Leahy and Freeholder Vin-
cent J. Fusilli and then jointly in-
troduced by the Hudson County
delegation to the Assembly last May.
The bill allows municipalities to
enact ordindtices regulating the
scheduling, safety and fitness of buses
operating exclusively within the
georgraphical limits of the
municipality. The bill also allpws the
municipalities to set fines of up to
$100 for violations of the ordinances,
as well as pull a bus out of service if it
is in poor operating condition and pre-
sent a hazard to passengers. The
owners retain the right to appeal tl?e
city’s decision to the state Public
Utilities Commission, the ultimate
authority. .
According to Sgt. Ferraiuolo,
failure to keep on schedule arld faulty

king doors have been the (WO
gi(;rgestg problems with the Washington
street bus companies. -
btr The sergeant added that he was
also going to recommend to the City
that the ordinance make provisions
for the creation of a bus transporta-
tion watchdog committee composed
| citizens. PR
. lOlctawas also learned that the city 1?
taking another look at the opqrat;or: }?e
Transport of New Jersey buses in "y
city because of some compldints € "
cerning the failure of operators t0 puk.
their vehicles into the.curb wpen plcr .
ing up Or discharging p_ar,sengrﬁid:
Many of the vehicles stop in the
dle of the street.

——————
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The way things were
In Hoboken in 1976
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Henry Hudson discovered
Hoboken in 1609 but m‘om dis-
covered the place for the first time on
July 4 of 1976 when Hoboken was a
vantage point for viewing Operation
Sail, the floating parade up the
Hudson of sailing vessels from many
nations.

The year started off with a cut in

" the 1 X

oy

themselves to the LIM mmmm
Politically, Steven

piello rode out unchal
spite of flare-ups. The mayor served
notice last -August that he was
suspending Business Administrator
Herman Bier with the intention of fir-

ing him. Associates intervened to

A multi-milliog-dollar water
main repait and replacement
program disrupted householders’
waler supply and iilei lered witli tral-
fic from early spring until near the
end of the year when it was halted
because of the freezing temperature.

. TS
in Hobof/y n

cuts and appealed to the state com-
missioner of education, who has not
yet made a decision,

The voters also elected to the
three board of education vacancies
the candidates supported by Cap-
piello, who were John R. Raslowsky,
Leo F. McLaughlin and Aurelio Lugo.

While the city administration held
the line on property taxes, water and
sewerage bills doubled during the
year, after Jersey City raised the cost

" ’ . . ~
Let ‘'em pay s/ /~777

Hoboken’s Board of Education has
been ordered by a state Appeals Court to
open its records to the Hoboken Federa-
tion of Teachers.

The court ruled that under common
law and the more liberal Right-to-Know
Law, the board has no right to keep its
records secret.

It would be an understatement to
say that the attempt to hide its records
puts the members of the Hoboken school
board in a bad light. The board already
knew full well, as did everyone else, that

o Eye NJ school chief's role

) taking” ies out lowings¢hool
stop to taking these salaries out gf the fol '
g‘:i:et,“pboard attorney Robert W, Taylor told the hearing o_f-A )
ficer in Jersey City yesterday. “The only way we can stop th’x's
and meet this year’s summer salaries is b_y mcreasmg.taxes. '
Teachers generally have an option gxther to receive .thelr
salaries over a 10-month working period or to set aside a
entage for July and August. L
Der(:gi"hls practice has been going on for 30 years and v:r;‘e p;st :
idn't knoy | inue this year,” Taylor
didn’t know we wouldn’t be able to continue this year, =
said. ““That's why we didn’t budget for the $1.5 million we
d‘ll ‘
i Thomas said he had 60 days to make a recommendgtlon to
the commissioner, but said the department wants it com-
pleted by Jan. 4 to let local boards know how much state aid
thev'll be receiving. He said he wants to give the boards

of the water it supplies to H ' -
PP oboken. the board’s records are public informa-

tion. It was completely unnecessary to
await such a pronouncement from an Ap-
pellate Court.

Nevertheless, the board not only
refused access to its:records, but fought
the federation’s suit, through the trial
court and then through the appeals court.
The considerable legal expenses in-
curred in battling the federation will, of
course, be paid by the taxpayers.

When the lawyers' bills reach the
board, residents of Hoboken could well
call upon the individual members of the

budgets for the year,” Thomas said. “1t's just goig to be ex:
tremely difficult to make this recommendation by next

week.”
Thomas will also make a recommendation whether

$680,000 which the council cut from the school budget can be.
reinstated. 3

By TERLY BRENNAN
A state hearing officer said yesterday he'’s not sure the
© New Jersey education commissioner can authorize Hoboken
to increase its school budget by $1.5 million. * \

August Thomas, head of the Division of Controversies and
Disputes for the state Department of Education, sgzd, follow-
ing two days of hearings, that he'll “try to decide” by Jan. 4
wﬁether the education commissioner can intervene. School of-
ficials have asked to increase their original budget by $1.5
million.

Thomas said, “I'm simply not sure the Commission of
Education can authorize the board to raise its budget over the
initial figure. It's an unprecedented situation.”

Although Hoboken has traditionally paid teachers summer

On the side of progress, Hoboken
saw the conversion of the former
Keuffel and Esser factory to an apart-
ment house with 173 units and the
opening of the 12-story $5,844,000 154-
apartment Marian Towers, erected
for senior citizens by the Mount
Carmel Guild.

Shore Road, abandoned and
grass-covered for decades, was
restored as a main artery,but plans to

lay out a bicycle path on one side of it
had met heavy opposition by the close,
of the year,

Compromise offer due f/
on Hoboken welfare /"

Faced with the threat of the loss that he proposes to go to a combined

salaries out of the following year’s school budget, the ;tate a}-
torney general ordered the board to stop that practice this
year. It told the board to pay the salaries out of the same

year's school budget.

“The attorney general said in July of 1976 that we had to

l .Fir?)‘, n
sign’ pact

The Hoboken Fire Officers
. Assn. yesterday signedsa
 three-year contract with the
,city without a controversial”
promotion clause the
firefighters had claimed was
;necessary for their
1 “security.”

The contract, which calls
for restitution of paid holidays
for 1976, an 8.7 per cent pay
increase for 1977 and a 7.9 per
cent raise in 1978, drew:
“mixed feelings" from the 42-
member union because the:
present promotion clause was
scratched. The proviso would
have maintained the current
level of one chief, six deputy
chiefs and 32 captains. !

“Some of the men felt we
were giving up too much in
the way of security, but
others felt this could be the
beginning of mutual trust
between the union and the
city,”” an association
spokesman said last night.

“It's going to be up to the
l city to fill vacancies when
slots open in the future, so all
we can hope for is that the
city realizes there's a definite
need for everyone of those
posts,” the spokesman said.

Although the contract
doesn't call for any direct pay
raise for 1976, it increased the
number of working holidays
from nine to 13. The extra
working holidays would mean
an additional $450 for the |
year. '

e

Romano party 4 117

tape to be on TV

A video tape of the Anthony H.
Romano Civic Association's Dec. 19
senior citizen Christmas party will be
shown tonight, tomorrow night and
Saturday night at 7 o'clock on cablevi-
sion Channel 16, it was announced to-
day.

The film runs for 30 minutes and
features most of the entertainment
program presented at the party.

/3/27

March 29.
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&ate relays Lati
hopes to Hobok

enough time to evaluate state aid before elections are held

“We want to get afl these budget appeals out of the way as
quickly as possible so all districts statew

ide can set their

/?/27
e

of $74,000 in welfare aid from the
state, Hoboken will offer the state a
compromise on its method of making
welfare payments.

The compromise method would
only partly conform to suggestions for
revisions by the state, which is

holding a club over. the city by,
: o0 in

threatening to withhold $74,

reimbursements because the city’s

system involving both the use of
checks — the system recommended
by the state — and a voucher system
— the one the city currently uses.
“The city has been reluctant to go
to a check system because it takes
away most of the assurance that the

money given to welfare clients will be

used for the purposes they are in-
tended — food, clothing, rents,

welfare department has made | medical expenses,” said the mayor.
“questionable’” expenditures totaling ‘‘With a check the recipient can cash

almost $98,000.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said today

The state Public Advocate's
Department has given Hoboken a list
of demands for greater participation
in local government for the Hispanic
community, it was learned today.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said that
the state relayed to him a list of de-
mands presented to it by Puerto
Ricans for Affirmative Action.

“The letter was sent by J. Stanley
Husid, the acting chief of the depart-
ment, for my study,"” said the mayor.

Hgib/%gn S §3
water money

flows in, out

The new water rates Hoboken has
been charging its users has resulted in
a return of $820,000 more than the city
anticipated. But that news isn't as
good as it sounds.

Hoboken also owes Jersey City
approximately $600,000 because of the
new water rates it imposed earlier
this year, and that $820,000 will be
used to pay it plus the November and
December water bills,

The city council yesterday ap-
proved a resolution asking the state
for permission to include the money

tatives of the General Foods Corp.
and leader of the unions that repre-
sent workers at the Maxwell House
Coffee plant in Hoboken on the water
matter,

The meeting was arranged by
Mayor Steve Cappiello after company
officials met with him and expressed
concern with the 75 per cent increases
in water and sewerage charges
resulting from Jersey City's rate in-
crease to Hoboken.

Cappiello said he has not been ad-
vised of when the meeting will take
place but it will center on a reduction
of water costs.

in the 1976 budget instead of next
r's so that immediate payment
can be made to Jersey City.
According to Mrs. Helen Lodato,
head of the water department, if the
state approves including the extra
money in this year's budget the city
immediately will pay Jersey City
what it owes. If not, the money will
have to be shown as a surplus and paid
in January under the 1977 budget.
Meanwhile, it was learned that a
meeting will be held shortly between
Mayor Paul T. Jordan and Jersey

City's water officials, and represen-

Hoboken Eﬁecoats may
be owed for holidays

By Peter Hallam

The two past Fridays that
Hoboken city employes enjoyed as un-
expected days off may cost Hoboken
more than $35,000 in unexpected holi-
day pay for police and firemen, it was
learned today. i

According to sources within the
Hoboken Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA), the contract recent-
ly signed with the city still includes a
clause requiring the city to pay the
policemen for any additional holidays
given to city non-uniformed person-
nel. That clause was taken out of the
contracts signed with the city's
tiremen and fire officers, the sources
continued, but since they still have
parity with the police, they too may
be eligibie for the two days’ pay also.

The city has 139 policemen and
superiors, and 128 firemen and fire of-
ficers. At an average pay rate of $65 a
day the city would have to pay out

firemen. And since officers receive a
higher rate of pay, the total would be
even more for the two days.

One day would cost the city a

total of more than $17,000; two would
Jbriniiit up to more than $35,000.

ayor Steve Cappiello, the city’s
(public safety director, said he was
|“unaware"’ that the clause was still in
'the police contract but added that he
was reviewing it to make sure.
However, he asserted that if the un-
ions representing the uniformed
employes did move to collect the two
days’ pay, it would be considered a
*‘breach of good faith” on their part
by the city.

“We had discussed this informal-
ly with them and they said that they
would not push for it,” Cappiello said.
“Fo do so would be going back on
their word.”

Officials of the PBA and two fire

“After 1 have done this I am to con-
tact him for further discussion.

According to the mayor, the
group wants a Puerto Rican aide to
the mayor — a post the former ad-
ministration maintained — the rein-
statement of the Human Rights Com-
mission, with members of the Puerto
Rican community represented on the
hoard, representation on the housing
commission with a bilingual member
in the relocation office, representa-
tion on the Board of Health and a His-
panic investigator.

The mayor said that the group
was also seeking a review of the
Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) of
the Community Development Agency
(CDA) for a possible conflict of in-
terests, and the appointment of three
Hispanic members, and the appoint-
ment of someone from the city's
largest group of Hispanics (Puerto
Ricans) to replace the current court
interpreter when he retires.

Cappiello said he was willing to

study the demands and discuss them .

with officials from the state office,
but he wasn't exactly sure of what
some of them meant.

“The Puerto Rican aide to the
mayor was a position that we paid for

with funds from the state,”’ he said.
“When the state cut the funds the job
was eliminated. '

““We already have a Hispanic on
the Housing Commission, if they are |
referring to the housing authority. |
Edwin Duroy has been a commis-
sioner for several years and was
recently reappointed by me."

““Most of the inspector positions |
are classified by Civil Service and re-
quire taking a competitive ex-
amination,”” he continued. “In order
to give Hispanics the jobs they would
have to take the examinations and |
pass them. However, at the moment '
there aren't any vacancies and I'm
not going to create any new positions
for some time to come.”

Verpeut reelect%/éj

Thomas Verpeut has been elect
to another term as president of the
Andrew Jackson Gardens Senfor
Citizens Club in Hoboken, it was an-
nounced today. The club is the first
and oldest senior citizens club in the
city. Also elected were Frank
Staelens, vice president; Jennie
Costanzo, recording secretary; Etta
Breen, corresponding secretary; Mae
Verpeut, treasurer, and Elizabeth
Schwartz, sunshine lady.

To honor Smitl'” ’/’%7

The late Leo Smith, Hoboken
Housing Authority commissioner and
union leader, will be honored at Thur-
sday’s luncheon meeting of the
Hoboken Kiwanis Club in the Clam
Broth House, it was announced today,
by Marvin Lubow, president, George

$9.035 for the police and $8,320 for the unions were not available for com-

ment. But sentiment from the rank
and file members of their organiza-
tions is that they should seek the ad-
ditional pay.

“I don’t think we owe the city any
favors,” remarked one policemen
who asked not to be named. ‘“The city
battered us from pillar to post during
the negotiations, using every possible
means to take away from us benefits

previously won at the
bt bargaining

“‘But the last straw was the holi-

Crimmins is program chairman.

day pay checks. City officials knew
that just about every man was
counting on this check for his
Christmas expenses and believed that
he would get them during December
even though we hadn’t concluded all
contract negotiations. It was common
practice to issue the checks once the
salary question had been settled — .
and it was settled.

‘“‘They pulled a fast one by
deciding that there wouldn't be any
checks until after the contracts were
signed. They heid it over our heads. A
lot of the men couldn’t afford to say

no. So why should we do them any
favors? They didn’t do any for us,”

Cappiello said he also didn’t
believe the parity clause was in the
contracts any more but he was check-
ing that too. He said that if the police
and firemen do push for the two extra
days pay it would cause problems for
the city next year.

“I haven’t budgeted for that ex-
pense,” he explained. “If they win
their point the money will have to
come out of their salary account for
1977 and that means they could be
short at the end of the year.”

Hob 3I;én may
refiity hée itd

parking bonds

By Peter Hallam

The Hoboken Parking Authoriti
is thinking about refinancing its $8.
million bond issue as a means of
reducing the annual payments it or
Hoboken has to make on the bonds by
almost $20,000 — a savings of more
than $750,000 over the 40-year life of
the bonds. \

Richard Eversen, the authority’s
chairman, said today that it is con-
sidering a proposal made by J. B.
Hanauer, a bond investment house,
for the “‘advance refunding’’ of the
bonds.

“It is a very preliminary proposal
and I'm not fully knowledgeable of ail
of the minor details,” said Eversen.
“But the end result would be to
reduce the amount of money the
authority or the city has to pay each

year on the bonds by between $18,000
and $20,000.

*““The authority would put out for
bond an additional $0 million at 614
per cent interest. The money would be
Teinvested in treasury notes. In 1
$3.5 million in term notes from the
original bond issue would be paid off
with the new borrowed money. By
deferring the principal payments on
the new bonds coupled with the in-
terest from the treasury notes and
paying off the higher interest bearing
bonds (7.7 per cent) the authority can
reduce the annual bond payments.”

Eversen said that before the
authority could agree to the proposal
several things had to be done,. in-

_cluding getting the city to apply«to,

Moody’s Invester Service for a better
bond rating. Hoboken's rating is
currently BA but Hanauer feels that
the stability shown by the city over
the last four years could result in an
upgrading to BAA.

“‘One that is done, the city must
be winning to extend its guarantee of
the bonds to the new issue,"” he con-
tinued. ““Then we have to get the 614
per cent interest rate. But the key is
approval of a bond counsel that the
proposal is feasible and proper."

Eversen ;aid that much more dis-
cussion on the proposal, especiall
between the authority and ﬂx;:c city},,
would be required before the
authority would be able to make a
decision,

Am/a}%!)e ymes

candidate for
Hoboken mayor

Anthony J. Amato today became
the first announced candiddte to run
for mayor in Hoboken against Mayor
Steve Cappiello in May.

“This is definitely the time for an
independent candidate to stand up for
the residents of Hoboken,” asserted
Amato. ‘“The administration of
Mayor Cappiello is badly divided and
more concerned with politics than
running the city. And we have all suf-
fered for it and will continue to unless
there is a change.”

Amato said he figures he will be a
“main contender” in May.

My effort in 1973 was a feeler,”
he explained. ‘'l was getting my feet
wet, Politics and elections were a new
thing to me. My showing wasn't as
good as | had expected, but it was my
own fault. I didn't work as hard at it
as 1 should-have.

“But I have learned a lot in the
last four years and I feel my strength

it and use the money for anything he
wants.

‘““However, with the voucher
system, the vouchers are used and is-
sued for specific purposes and can be
used only for that purpose. They can-
not be cashed for money. If they are
issued for food, they must be spent on
food.

“It is a form of protection for the
city and, more important, for the
client and his or her dependants. We
have people on welfare who cannot be
trusted with cash. There are drinkers
and former drug users whose status
may be questionable.”

The mayor said that the voucher
system wasn't perfect because some
merchants were willing to cash them

.in for .a percentage of their face
value. But this was an infrequent oc-
currence. '

“The ideal situation, I think,
would' be a combination of the two
systems,” continued Cappiello.
*'Those persons who are considered a
problem would continue to receive
vouchers to insure that they are spent
on the things that are needed to keep
them healthy and fed. Those who are
not a problem would be given the
checks.”

Cappiello said that he has had
some preliminary discussion on the
proposal with state welfare officials
but doesn’t have a decision from them
on whether it will be allowed.

According to Jerry Forman, the
city's welfare director, the check
system would speed up reimburse-
ments to the city from the state for
welfare expenditures. He said that
they would be made each month.

A struggle with the county
government broke out as 1976 drew to
an end. Hoboken pulled out of the
Hudson County Sewerage Authority,
preferring to go it alone in complying
with federal orders to most Hudson
municipalities to upgrade sewerage
by building secondary treatment
plants. The authority asserts that it
will not approve any plans that
Hoboken may draw, and that this will
make it impossible for the city to
proceed on its own.

To break the impasse, the state
Department of Environmental
Protection has been urged by the

school board to personally pay them.

Weltare fraud

probers tury
to Hoi)sdtel?

Hoboken's municipal payroll is
the latest to be studied in a Hudson

state Attorney General's Office to

take Hoboken to court. '

Wining and dining 72, ,,

Hoboken’s school board attorney has.
publicly stated at a hearing that the
board’s expenditures for dinners and
booze for themselves, for him and for
other board employes will probably con-
tinue.

The State Education Department of-
ficial presiding at the hearing did not bat
an eyelash when the attorney made his
statement, so it can be presumed the tax-
payers will get no help from the state
toward abolishingthe practice of wining
and dining at public expense.

This newspaper has already
suggested that candidates for election to
the school board hereafter be questioned
whether they would perpetuate the win-
ing and dining freeload. ;

In the light of the continuing dis-
closures, this suggestion seems even
more pertinent.

Concedes days off”

Mayor Steve Cappiello today con-
ceded that the Hoboken Policemen’s
Benevolent Association (PBA) does
have a clause in its contract that
would entitle city policemen to two
additional days off — not additional
pay — but the PBA has not yet ap-
proached the city for the days.

And maybe it won't,

© According to PBA President
James Behrens, any decision to push
for the extra time off because city
non-uniformed workers were given
off the two Fridays before Christmas
and New Year’'s would have to be
made by the membership, not the ex-
ecutive board.

‘“The membership will have to
vote on it,”" he said. ‘‘It’s their
decision."”

Cappiello at first could not find
the clause in the PBA's new three-
year contract with the city. However,
it was finally located under the
heading of time off. The clause says
that if an executive order is issued by
the mayor giving non-uniformed
employes a special day off policemen
will be entitled to a compensatory
day.
. Hoboken City Hall was closed on
both Dec. 24 and 31 based on a letter

to all departments sent out by the
mayor. However, Cappielio said he
didn't consider this to be an executive
order.

The PBA’s contract also includes

parity for the firemen and fire of-

ficers and could rltitle them to the
two extra days off if the police push
for them.

Cappiello said no one has submit- |

ted any requests for the time off as
yet but when they do, if they do, he'll
set down with them and discuss it.

“I don’t think the clause was sup-
posed to remain in the contract and
I'm fairly sure the PBA agreed to
having it taken out,” he continued.
“Technicallf', the PBA may have a
point and I ¢
pushing for it. But I think we can talk
it out.”

It had been previously reported
that if the PBA and firemen pushed
for the holidays they would get an ad-
ditional day’s pay for each holiday of
approximately $65 or more,
depending on the ranks of the in-
dividuals, and this could cost the city
more than $35,000. The loss actually
would be on paper in man hours
worked and not cost the city any ad-
ditional funds.

Hoboken school board

pays $717, r

By William Taft
Hoboken’s Board of Education
has secretly voted to pay a

restaurant owner's bill for $717.60 for
food and liquor consumed at six ‘‘pre-
meeting conferences,” all of which
took place within a period of 29 days
in the early part of 1975.

The ite;n was not on the copies of
the agenda made available to the
public and press at the last board

as an independent candidate has con- Organization in the city or county.
tinued to grow."”

“I don't believe in organization

$717, restaurant bill

meeting, Dec. 14, at which the pay-
ment was voted.

However, The Jersey Journal
learned that it was added to the
agenda without notice and passed
along with the listed items.

Thomas A. Gallo, board
secretary, said that the restaurant,
the Union Club, has submitted the bill
in 1975 and that it had been approved
for payment by the board, but that
due to some slip-up, no check was
ever sent out.

As a result, he said, the board
voted a second time to pay it.

Gallo said the dates of the “‘pre-
meeting conferences’” and the price
of the food and drink conisumed at
each were:

May 12, 1975—$34.20.

an't prevent it from |

County freeholders' committee probe
of possible welfare fraud by public
employes.

The results of the Hoboken study
are expected to be disclosed next
week, when the special freeholders’
committee meets again, according to
an informed source.

The Hoboken payroll studzz
follows earlier disclosures that
municipal employes in Jersey City,
four in Bayonne, two in North Bergen
and one in Secaucus were also receiv-
ing relief payments. Others were
found on county and state payroll still
being studied. In fact, three were
found working at Pollak Hospital, a

| county institution.

.Meanwhile, Prosecutor James T.
O'Halloran said he is continuing an in-
vestigation based on a list of 36
persons on various public payrolls
receiving welfare. The list was turned
over to him by William Jones, county
health and social services director,
who is working with the freeholders’
committee,

The prosecutor explained he is in-
vestigating to determine whether any
crimes have been committed.

He said it is possible that some
public employes on the list might be
legitimately entitled to welfare
because of their income and famil
circumstances. For example, he said,
a public worker earning $6,000 and
having several children could be en-
titled to welfare.

A source close to the freeholders’
committee said they were waiting to
hear from other towns besides those
which already have turned over
municipal payroil records to the com-

mittee, which consists of Freeholders
Anne H. O’Malley, Morris T. Longo
and Vincent J. Fusilli.

The committee, working closely
with Jones, before passing on infor-
mation to the prosecutor, is consider:
ing' expanding the welfare division’s
fraud unit from thespresent two to 18

investigators,, the sa urce dis-
closed. //jj?/ -/y

f

2 Hoboken

schools h?v
asbestos /7

/7

Asbestos has been found in the
walls and ceilings of the boiler rooms
in Hoboken High School and Wallace

School.

Joseph Lynch, the Hoboken

school board’s architect, said he will
decide whether to recommend to the
city’s board of education that the
surfaces be sealed so that they will
not mix with air, or that the wall
and ceiling surfaces be removed and
replaced.

Lynch said removal of these sur-
faces and their replacement by a non-
asbestos material would cost in the
neighborhood of $14,000 at each
school,

He said the walls and ceilings had
been sprayed with asbestos. Asbestos
spraying was prohibited in 1973, but
other ceilings containing asbestos in
their composition continued to be in-
stalled.

Lynch said the asbestos material
served the dual purpose of insulating
the hot boiler room from the rest of
the schoo! and of deadening the sound

of the boilers.

He said his engineering firm,
Mayo and Lynch, was not the
architect that designed either of the
two buildings. There is no asbestos in
the city’s newest and unoccupied
school, known as the mini-school, for
which his firm was the architect,
Lynch said.

Amato Could not say whether or
not he will field a full ticket with
three councilmen-at-large can-
didates.

: “I;'s highly probably, but we are
Still discussing that,”” he explained.
“‘Se at this time I am unable to say if
there will be a full ticket or who
might be my runningmates.”’

Amato was the founder of the
Hoboken Outlook, which has since
become the Fourth Ward Democrats
However, his organization is not af-
filiated with the regular Democratic

politics, at least not on a local level,”
he continued. '‘There’s too much
wheeling and dealing — at the public’s
expense. [ have a very uncomplicated
approach. Say what you mean, and do
what you say.

“l can’t tell people what they
want to hear just because it might get
me their vote. If I say I'm going to do
something I'm going to do it if it's
humanly possible. If it fails it won't
be because we didn't try. And it won’t
be because I found it more adviseable
politically not to do it.”

May 15—-$119.95.
May 20—$89.95.
May 29—$173.90.
Mav 30—$92.95.

June 10—$206.65.

The money to pay for these expen-
ditures comes out of the school
board’s budget.

Hoboken's Board of Education
fneets once a month, on the second
Tuesday of the month.
¢ During the 29-day period covered
by the Union Club bill, there were two
§cheduled board meetings, on May 13
and June 10.

Gallo explained, however, that
although all gastronomical expen-
ditures are listed on the agenda of
public meetings as *‘pre-meeting con-
ferences,” actually many of them are
““personnel meetings,” at which one

-0r another committee of the board

ponders personnel matters.

George Sommers, manager of the
Union Club, declined to discuss the
bill or the circumstances under which
the gustatory services were rendered.




Consider agency fo attrach industry to Hoboken

the past year to take advantage of what.

Ry TERRY RRENNAN
Hoboken officials are considering a resolu-
tion to create a $100,000 non-profit corporation
to attract and keep industry in the city.

The corporation, a quasi-governmental
agency created to encourage business and in-
dustry to settle in the city, will be initially
funded by the federal Community Develop-
ment Agency. Councilman-at-large Robert
Ranieri said yesterday the city also expects to
tap other state and federal funds once the
program gets under way.

“The creation of this centralized project
could help turn the city around,”” Ranieri said.
““This could be the start of a ‘talk-up Hoboken’
project the city sorely needs. It could be the
beginning of our salvation.” -

Although the resolution was tabled at
Wednesday’s council meeting, Ranieri said
he’s optimistic the proposal will be on the next
session’s agenda.Jan. 19.

““The program is geared to help those firms
which might have been interested in relocating
to the city, but didn't quite know how to go
about it,” Ranieri said. ‘‘We think it will help
knock down some of those barriers.”

Under the proposal, the project would be
called the Hoboken Commercial and Economic
Corp. and would seek to lure firms from New
York. It also expects to curb the loss of in-
dustries which are interested in larger tracts
than the city can offer.

““Hoboken has very concentrated buildings
on small plots of land, while many firms have
been looking for new structures on huge,

sprawflin, " Ranieri said. “That’s why
we have 1o talk up our tax benefits, our tran-
sportation facilities and our proximity to New
York without its massive problems.”

Mayor Steve Cappiello said he thinks ‘“‘any
healthy effort such as this (program),” should
be backed by city officials. He said he sup-
ported ‘““this and any project” which will
generate jobs and bolster the tax base.
Hoboken currently leads all urban areas in the
country with a 16 per cent unemployment rate,

The big economic factor in any relocation
from New York is the tax s:ving over here,”
Cappiello said. “‘New York State’s corporate
and stock transfer taxes are severe. We want
to stress that ‘no. 1’ advantage to all potential
movers."’

Two firms have crossed the Hudson during

New ticket system due? /7 /7"

By Peter Hallam

speed up the payment process.”

. Hoboken may hire the City of
East Orange to process its parking
tickets by computer and help
eliminate a large backlog of overdue
stmmonses, it was learned today.

A delegation from the East
Orange Violations Bureau visited the
Hoboken Violations Bureau yesterda
morning to brief Mrs. Marion Roland,
Hoboken violations clerk, on the com-
puter program. East Orange handles
the summonses for a number of other
municipalities, including North
Dergen, in addition to its own.

According to Mrs. Roland, the
talks were only preliminary and the
proposal must be presented to Mayor
Steve Cappiello and the city council
for approval before the proposal must
be presented to Mayor Steve Cap-

piello and the city council for ap-
proval before the computerization
could start.

The cost to Hoboken would be ap-
proximately 25 cents a ticket.
However, she said that this would be
offset by an increase in the number of
people who pay their tickets on time
or after the first notice. A decrease in
the bureau’s work loak and a decrease
in operating costs.

“‘Our backlog — the time between
the issuance of a parking ticket and
the issuance of a secondary notice —
is now several months,"”’ she said.
‘“Motorists, especially those who fre-
quently get tickets, know this and
they wait to get the second notice
before paying what they owe,

‘‘By putting the computer in
charge we’ll get the second notices

out within five or six weeks and that'll |

She added that statistics show
that when a violations bureau uses a
properly programmed computer
system, there is usually an increase in
revenue from fines — more than
enough to offset the cost of the com-

uter operation.

! Mr:.e Roland said that she and
Municipal CourtJudge Rudolph R.
Naddeo have discussed the possibility
of a short amnesty period for those
motorists who have outstanding
tickets before beginning the computer
program.

‘“We haven't decided how long it
will be, but everyone who has out-
standing tickets will be given the op-
portunity to pay them at a reduced
cost,” she said. ‘‘They will still have
to pay the full fine but the overdue
charges will be dropped.”

To dedicate Marion Towers Feb. 8

Marion Towers, a 12-story senior
citizen housing complex at First and
Adams streets, Hoboken, will be for-
mally dedicated at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 8.

e complex, sponsored by the
Mount Carmel Gild, an affiliate
agency of Catholic Community Ser-
vices, Newark, was designed to meet
the needs of senior citizens in the

Hoboken area. Marion Towers con-
tains 121 one-bedroom apartments, 11
two-bedroom apartments and 22 ef-
ficiences. Rental applications are

‘now being accepted on the premises.

Priority will be given to those over 62,
residents of Hoboken, and families,

who, because of digapility, have
special needs. ‘/ 77

Cappiello calls ‘“‘our favorable tax at-
mosphere.” Piper, Jaffray and Hopwood Inc.,
a brokerate firm, moved in May, while Devo
Reynolds, a subsidiary of Celanese Inc., reset-
tled in the city last June.

““We expect to save at least $20,000 to’

$30,000 a year without the New York transfer
tax,” a spokesman for the brokerage firm said.’
The company will pay an estimated $250,000 a
year in city real estate taxes.

Rainieri said the program will “definitely

curb” anyAideas local businesses might have
for relocating outside the city. He said the loss
in tax revenue and other benefits has been “a

tremendous loss” since industry began drifting

away after the second world war.

e

River
traffic

under study

Hoboken officials are looking into
what can be done to improve traffic
flow on the city's recently reopened
River Road following complaints
from local residents and industry
about near accidents at both ends of
the seven block roadway.

Second Ward Councilman Walter
S. Cramer disclosed at yesterday's
council meeting that officials of the
Maxwell House coffee plant have
written to him complaining of several
accidents and near misses near the
Jorthern end of the road.

“The problem is at a point just
south of where River Road goes into
Hudson Street,” said Cramer. “This
is where the company has the
entrance to and exit from its parking
area. There have been a number of
accidents involving cars coming out
of or going into the lot with cars
traveling along River Road."”

Cramer said that the problem
was especially bad around 4 p.m.
when new shifts were going to work at
the plant and the shift going off duty
were using the lot.

‘“The problem also extends out to
Hudson Street," he continued. “There
is nothing to alert or warn motorists
to use caution in that area."

Right,
on red”
hassle

The right turn on a
red light, now allowed
by state law, is causing
some difference of opi-
nion between Hoboken
Second Ward Coun-
cilman Walter §S.
Cramer and the city's
traffic and signal divi-
sion.

According to
Cramer, a survey
should be taken so the
city can determine
what street should be
posted with signs
prohibiting the new
turns. In Cramer’s opi-
nion, the turn should be
allowed on most streets
controlled by traffic
lights.

But the city's traf-
fic and signal division
has already made a sur-
vey. And it's the opinion
of Thomas Vecchione,
head of the division,
that the new turn
should not cause any
major problems once
motorists get use to it.

‘‘Hoboken is a
small city and has very
heavy ' traffic,” said
Cramer. ‘‘This new
turn will lead to some
serious accidents and a
whole lot of minor

ones.”
Vecchione dis-
agreed. He said that

the city tested the new
turns at some of the in-
tersection that handled
tke heaviest amount of

traffic and not one acci-

dent was reported
because of the turns.

Vecchione added
that the results of the
survey taken this past
summer and fall were
turned over to Mayor
Steve. Cappiello, the
city's public safety
director. At this time,
no intersections in the
city will be posted with
signs prohibiting the
new turns.

Council lau

nches start

of ‘Shop H,;?I??ofl/(j)gn plan

By TERRY BRENNAN

Hoboken City Ceuncil yesterday passed a
resolution to “start the ball rolling” onm its
$100,000 ‘‘Shop Hoboken™' program to renovate
commercial storefronts.

The program, which will give outright
matching grants to merchants up to $1,000; is
solely for exterior removation and will be
financed by the federally-funded Community
Development Agency. The CDA will also help
local shopkeepers get low-interest loans
through banks and the Small Business Ad-
ministration.

“We've talked to small store owners in the
area of Washington and First sts. and the im-
mediate response has been excellent,” CDA
Director Fred M. Bado said. ““We can match

Cappiello will
ask Foreman’
suspension,

By Peter Hallzm /
Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
he will ask the Hoboken Local As-
sistance Board to suspend Welfare
Director Jerry Forman while a police
investigation into questionable
welfare expenditures is under way.

Cappiello said he would appear at
Tuesday night's board meeting and
ask for the suspension. However, he
would npt disclose on what grounds he
would base his request. Forman is on
the city payroll but is answerable to
the local assistance board, not the
mayor,

From other sources it was
learned that the mayor’s action may
be related to a number of claims that
were questioned by the city council at
Monday night's caucus and were
removed from the council’s agenda
for Wednesday's meeting,

According to the source, the coun-
cil questioned several vouchers for
payment that dealt with dental work
performed by a Union City dentist on
local welfare clients. The source said

anything up to $1,000, but they can spend as lit-
tle or as much as they like "

Although Bado said no geographical limit has
been set for the project, most of the city's
shops are clustered around City Hall on down-
town Washington st. The grants will cover
‘‘sidewalk benches, street furniture and
general exterior improvements. "

“‘We're giving small shopkeepers a chance to
help themselves through this matching-grant
program,’’ Councilman-at-large Robert
Ranieri said. “We're hoping merchants make
the whole area more attractive by taking ad-
vantage of this windfall."

Assign architect
Bado said the CDA will assign an architec-
Jbural consultant for interior assistance and
}Elso help the merchants cut through govern-
“ment red tape while applying for aid. He added
that the program should ‘' get off the ground”
within a month.

“We're going to channel shopkeepers into

areas where there might be a public grant or

loan they can tap,” Bado said. “We can offer
that assistance and technical know-how that
the man untrained in this field can sorely use.”

While the ‘Shop Hoboken' program is limited
to a $100,000 budget, Bado said the CDA's plans
call for a $10 million rehabilitation project for
the Erie Lackawanna Railroad terminal that

“could be a definite boom for the whole down-
town area."

questionable expenditures of more
than $98,000.

It was learned that in one case a
bill was submitted for almost $500 for
X-rays, tooth extractions and upper
and lower plates for one welfare
recipient, but the investigation dis-
closed that only the X-rays of the
man's mouth had been taken. Neither
the mayor or police officials would
comment on the report.

Meanwhile, it was learned that
Mayor Cappiello has asked Forman to
stay away from the welfare office un-
til after the mayor appears before the
local assistance board, °

that police were asked to check some
of the vouchers to see if the work had
been done as the dentist claimed.
The city council has been paying
special attention to all welfare claims
since the department came under fire
from the state last year for.
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By William Taft
Hoboken’s custodian of school
monies announced today that he is
holding up all checks made out by the
city’s board of education in payment
of recent bills for food, liquor and
entertainment.
, Frank J. Bartletta, the custodian,
. asserted that he will not sign and give
! out the checks unless he becomes con-
' vinced that it is legal and proper to
spend school funds for such purposes.

“I can't see it,” declared Bartlet-
ta, who is also the city’s revenue and
finance director.

Bartletta said he is under pres-
sure by the board to yield and let the
checks go through but he will not do so
unless he is satisfied that he would not
be committing an ill:ggl act himself.

“I don’t think federal money in-
tended for education can be used for
dinners, music, entertainment and li-
quor,” he maintained, “‘and the same

should go for funds designated for
education by the state, county or
municipality.”

The custodian said he was visited
by Thomas A. Gallo, board secretary,
and Robert W. Taylor, board at-
torney, who tried to get him to change
his mind, but he refused.

Bartletta said he was also ap-
proached separately by a board
member, Michael (Spike) Costello,
interceding on behalf of a restaurant,

Casella's, but he declined to release
the check rade out to Casella’s by the
board for $323.95 for food and drinks
consumed at two ‘‘personnel
meetings”’ Nov. 11 and 23. Costello is
a Hoboken police detective.

“I told all of them that I want to
know specifically who authorized
these specific expenditures,’” Bartlet-
ta asserted. ‘‘It's not enough to say
that it's always been the custom for
board members and their employes to

dine and wine at the taxpayers’ ex-
pense whenever they feel like it, It's
time to blow the whistle on that kind
of thing.”

The checks Bartletta is holding up
come to a total of $2,805.07. In addi-
tion, Bartletta said he would also hold
up a check for $740 which has not yet
been sent on to him by the board.

Of the $2,805.07, checks totaling
$1,149.90 are for various ‘‘pre-meetin
conferences’' and ‘‘personne

Hoboken response du

meetings” held by the board or com-
mittees of the board at local
restaurants. Employes of the board
also are present at these functions,
and it is reported that on occasion the
employes. present outnumber the
board members.

The remaining $1,655.17 is for the
bottles of liquor, flowers and music at
the dinner-party given by all 12
Hudson County school boards Dec. 3
at Stevens Institute.

%

Hoboken

decorate inaugural g

By Peter Hallam

A Hoboken firm has been
selected to decorate the armory
in Washington, D.C. where an
expected 15,000 persons will at-
tend President-elect Jimmy
Carter’s inaugural ball on Jaxl1.

¥ Vivian Velden, the own-
er of Kaj Velden Studios at
108-110 Clinton St., leaves for
Washington today to plan for
the ball, It will take about eight
days to decorate the armory —
and one day to take down the
decorations.

/¢)77

firm wil

her late father, Kaj, more than
40 years ago.

“We were originally located
in Fort Lee in an old motion pic-
ture studio,” she said. “‘But it
burned down and we moved to
New York. That was about 25
years ago. Then eight years ago
we moved to Hoboken.”

For those interested in
motifs, the main ballroom of the
armory will be decorated with
red, white and blue bunting
made of nylon twill. The ceiling
will be blue with white cotton.
The walls will be decked with

Property owner misses lien /4

A Hoboken property owner
-narrowly missed having a tax lien
placed on his property by the city by
getting his own contractor to
demolish his building at 124 Jefferson
St.

The Hoboken City Council ac-
cepted bids at yesterday's merting for
the demolition of the building, but,
before opening the proposals submit-
tea by two companies, announced that
the owner, Frank Spano, had his own
company start the &b the day before.

Council President Martin J. Bren-
nan said the situation was ‘‘unique” to
him so the bids were referred to the
Law Department with a request for
what direction the city had to take.

Spano had been ordered to take
the building down more than two

months ago and didn't do it. The city
decided to do it for him but at the last
minute Spano appeared before the
council and said he was hiring his own
contractor. He had been given until
last month to have the work done.

But last month, when Spano still
hadn’t demolished the structure, the
council again advertised for bids for
the demolition. These were due at
yesterday’s meeting. Two proposals
were received, one for $1,888 from a
Newark company and one for $3,700
from a Bayonne firm.

Spano 'told the council before
yesterday's meeting that the demoli-
tion started Tuesday and that by
yesterday morning most of the frame
building, a tenement house, had been|

taken down.

The council also accepted bids on
the repair and replacement of parts in
the Jefferson Street Recreation
Center. One contractor, Walter
Geiger, besides submitting the low
bid of $16,500, suggested that the city
seriously consider replacing the
whole heating unit — at an estimated
price of $21,500.

Bids were received for the pump
work at the 11th Street pumping sta-
tion. One proposal was submitted by
the Artesian Well and Equipment Co.
of Roselle Park for $87,930.

A number of residents questioned
the need for a $1,560 telephone bill for
the Community Development Agency
(CDA).

Robert King, a professor at New
York University, said he went
through the CDA’'s November
telephone bill and questioned a
number of calls as to whether they
were business or personal.

“l noted a number of long-
distance calls that lasted one
minute,” he said. ‘‘There was one to
San Francisco and another to Puerto
Rico, to mention two. I counted at
least 15 long-distance calls of one
minute or less.

“These sound more like personal
calls to me. Few business calls take
only a minute to make.”

Thomas Vezzetti pointed out that
he had seen one call of nine minutes to
Puerto Rico. Both he and King
suggested that the CDA implement
some kind of controls to help cut down
on this type of phone call.

A resolution authorizjng the CDA
to create a ‘‘Shop Hoboken'' program
designed to provide financial and
technical assistance to merchants and
store owners who want to improve
and modernize their businesses was
approved by the council although
questioned by King.

King said that it was his under-
standing that merchants along First
Street, as well as Washington Street,

were going to be eligible for the
program. He asked why the First
Street. merchants should be eligible
since most of that area was scheduled
for redevelopment and was going to
be torn down in a few years

He urged the council to table the
resolution until it got more details on
the program. However, his request
was unheeded and the resolution was
approved.

Two ordinances, one fixing the
salary for the city’s firemen for 1976
and the other doing the same thing for
this year because of two pay in-
creases, were unanimously passed by
the council.

on sewage plant woes

Hoboken's reply to the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) on a number of
shortcomings at the city’'s sewage
treatment plant should be in the mail
by next week, according to Public
Works Director Raphael P. Vitale.

Although the state inspection was
made in October, the city was not
notified of the results until early last
month. At that time, it was advised
that it kad 30 days in which to file a
response witlr the DEP and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

“The final ‘draft has been com-
pleted by Mayo, Lynch and Associates
— the engineering firm we hired to

assist with the preparation — and
should be put into the form of a
response no later than next week,”
said the director.

The state’s inspection covered all
aspects of the treatment plant opera-
tion, from testing to the use of person-
nel. Problems were pointed out in |
most areas. In its response, the city is §
to tell the DEP what it plans to do to
make corrections and how it will go
about them.

“We are not accepting the state’s
findings completely at face value,” |
said the director.

Vitale would not go into detail on

NEVESSS et ————————

Hoboken parking pan
richer than expected /j!/;

The Hoboken Parking Authority
finished 1976 with a $39,000 surplus in-
stead of the $51,000 deficit anticipated
at the beginning of last year, an
authority official said today.

Joseph Hottendorf, executive
director, said that the authority had
anticipated taking in $265,000 in rev-
nues for 1976, $165,000 more than it
had taken in the previous year. The
authority actually collected approx-
imately $307,000 — $42,000 more than
expected. y

Hottendor{ said the authority ex-
pected to spend $316,000 in operational
costs for 1976 but spent only $268,000
~ $48,000 less than planned.

*‘So instead of a deficit of around
$51,000 the authority has a little more
than $39,000 in surplus funds,” he

said. ‘A portion of that will be used to

pay our debt semvice taking some of
he burden off the city.”

It was also disclosed that the
authority has now completely rented
all 456 parking spaces in Garage G,
the biggest of its three parking gar-
ages. Garage D is not yet open, but
the authority is accepting applica-
tions for monthly parking spots in it.

Hottendorf said it might be

{

awhile before the applications were
acknowledged because the authority
needs at least 300 commitments for
monthly parking to make it
worthwhile to apen the third and last
garage.

He added that the authority will
be undertaking a series of promotions
aimed at commuters to make them
aware of the available parking
spaces.

what items the city took exception to.

‘Shop *Hoboken/ja

A program designed to help
Hoboken’s Washington and First
Street merchants spruce up the front
of their stores and the surrounding
areas is expected to get started next
month, Fred M. Bado, director of the
city’s Community Development
Agency (CDA), said today.

The program, which 'is being
called ‘““Shop Hoboken,” has approx-
imately $100,000 in CDA funds which
will be given to merchants in the form
of grants of up to $1,000. The money
may be used to buy new signs, paint,
make minor repairs, install awnings
or landscape.

Bado said that the funds cannot be
used for extensive remodeling but
there was a possibility that funds for
such projects might become available
as an ofishoot of the program

“The CDA will also be providing
technical and design assistance to
those who want it,”’ he added. “This
assistance will also be available for
the larger remodeling projects if they
come about later. We're hoping to in-
volve some of the local banking in-
stitutions to participate.”

Bado said that the ‘‘Shop
Hoboken'’ program would also assist
merchants to apply for loans from the
U.S. Small Business Administration
and may be able to work up a large-
scale plan that would qualify for
federal Economic Development Ad-
ministration loans.

“EDA loans are usually not
available for small amounts — the
kind of money a shopkeeper would
need to remodel,” he said. “But there
is & possibility that we could be put

According to Ms. Velden,
the firm has been located in
Hoboken for approximately

eight years. It wa

red and white fabric strips. An
Austrian drape of red will go
behind the band stand.

s started by See HOBOKEN FIRM—page 8.

Vivian Veldon, right, president of Kaj Veldon Studios in
Hoboken, is assisted by Simo Marich, left, and Jill Busanic

in putting the final
presidential inaugura

o ——— —

vancing

ogether a package that would qualify
for EDA money."

He said that one idea was to get
all or most of the merchants on one
side, maybe both sides, of a block to
commit themselves to remodeling as
a group. This would put the cost into
an area that would probably interest
the EDA.

Some criticism of the program —
the grants to merchants along First
Street whose shops might be torn
down in a few years as part of the
general redevelopment plan for that
area — was refuted by Bado.

“This is being taken into con-
sideration,”’ he said. ““We know what
areas along First Street are
designated for redevelopment and
rehabilitation and they won't be eligi-
ble for the grants.”

The room is 400 feet long and 200
feet wide, with 60 foot high ceilings
and that's going to take a lot of fabric
— some 13,000 square yards.

The firm,. which employs about
eight people, several from Hoboken,
will be sending a crew of three t0
Washington to set up the decorations.
They will start Monday and work
through next Thursday. Then they'll
return. Jan. 17 and work through Jan.
20.

Ms. Velden said that the most dif-
ficult part of the operation will be tak-
ing down the decorations.

Taking down the material might
sound like an easy job, but that isn't
the case.

“The President’s inaugural com-
mitte# ‘wants the material,” she said.
“I don't know what they plan to do
with it but they paid for it, so it will be
turned over to the committee after we
take it down — as carefully as pos-
sible.”

Ms. Velden, a New York City resi-
dent, said her firm was awarded the
contract by virtue of its low bid on the
job. She added that the Carter people
were ‘‘very cost conscious.”

touches on background materials for
| ceremonies at Capitol in Washington.




Hoboken's Grand Hotel, famed
hostelry of the 1890s, will go under the
auctioneer’s hammer Monday.

The sale to the highest bidder is
contingent on the city council’s being
satisfied that the bidder will
rehabilitate the structure, starting
within 45 days after confirmation of
the sale. The object is not to make
money on the sale, but to make the
property revenue-producing, so it will
yield taxes.

Several prospective purchasers
are reported to be readying bids,

| Grand Hotel buyer see

Councilman Robert A, Ranieri stands amidst the ruins of the Grand Hotel in Hoboken, to be auctionedon

Who'll fix up Grand Hotel?//,

among them a local restaurant
owner. At least some of them are in-
terested in converting the building to
an apartment house, rather than
restoring it as a hotel.

The hotel is presently @ shambles,
ankle-deep in rubbish, after repeated
raids by thieves and vandals, climax-
ed by a considerable fire a few weeks
ago.

In Hoboken's heyddy as a
steamship terminal where passengers
to and from Europe end New York
stayed over for the nigh\ it was wide-

ly renowned. The main ground floor
had two bars, a restaurant and a
dance-and-dine room. The three upper
floors have hotel rooms.

The auction starts at 2 p.m. in the
courtroom at City Hall.

At a previous attempt to sell the
hotel, there were no bidders, At that
time the city was demanding $30,000
as a minimum price. The bids Mon-
day are expected to go above $10,000.

The city acquired the hotel
through foreclosure after thé owners

failed to pay taxes.

W

The Hoboken Board of Education
_has authorized the creation of a

, "sthool safety committee to handle

wnat one trustee described as
“gumerous complaints’’ about mis-
haps to children in the schooi system,

James Farina, board vice presi-
dent, said members of the committee
will probably be named at next
month's board meeting.

Formation of the committee ap-
parently stems from a controversial
incident last November in the vicinity
of the Kealey School, resulting in
reported injuries to a primary-age
girl student.

The girl's mother has appealed to
the board to accept legal respon-
sibility for the incident, reported as a
scuffie between her daughter and
another girl, but the board refuses.

Board Attorney Robert W. Taylor
said at last night’s board meeting that
because the incident happened “at a
time when children were being
teleased from school,” responsibility
“lies with the parents of the children
— not with the board.”

However, Taylor said that if any
witnesses of the incident came
forward with any new evidence, the
board might change its stance,

In a related development, the
board approved the transfer of Gladys
Richardson, a luncheon aide at the
Kealey School, to the Sadie Keinkauf
School. One parent charged the move
reflected part of a board '“coverup”
of testimony she sald the aide gave on
the incident, but Thomas F. McFeely,
superintendent of schools, denied
that. He said only that the transfer
was ‘‘in the school system's best in-
terests."

In other business, Trustee Otto
Hottendorf said he would meet with
members of his food program com-
mittee Monday at 7:30 p.m. to discuss

School safety pane
OKd by Hoboken//,,

‘‘certain problems that have cropped
up with our food lunch program.”

Later, Hottendorf told The Jersey
Journal the committee will check
with the board architect on the
feasibility of ripping down some
raised platforms on the baicony level
of the Brandt School to create suf-
ficient space for lunch tables. He said
students now eat cold lunches in the
upper auditorium.

Hottendorf said the committee
will also ask the architect about
whether to place a kitchen for the
Connors School in the basement or
auditorium, where the children
presently eat cold lunches.

The veteran trustee declined to
predict when the board would begin to
implement a long-promised hot junch
program. He said some scnoois magiit
get the hot meals before others.
Meanwhile, the board is operating un-
der “‘interim"” contracts for cold
lunches with Country Farms and
Vendo Co.

Regarding the new mini-school at
524 Park Ave., the board voted:to
withhold $6,356 due Pisani & DeBari,
the general contractor, after a site in-
spection on Monday disclosed water
seepage, according to Taylor.

And although the board tabled a
resolution to approve a name for the
mini-school, Hottendorf said his per-
sonal choice was to name it for
former trustee John Zatta, who
sérved on the board some 30 years. :

Other possibilities for names
suggested by Hottendorf were:
Former Mayor and trustee Fred
DiSapip; Ida Houseman, former math
teacher and a fighter for teachers’
pension rights; Salvatore Colabro,
who was active in local coaching ac-
tivities; and Col. Frederick Hauser,
former state legislator who taught
locally and served as assistant
superintendent from 1954 to 1972

lack water

Several hundred
Hoboken families alo:
Washington Street will’
be without water
tomorrow from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Public Works
Director Raphael P.
Vitale warned today.

3 “The shut-down is
necessary while work is
~done on some of our
~waterlines alonq
Washington Street,’
said the director. ‘“The
.affected area will be
“between 8th and 10th
streets.

“l advise all resi-
~dents living in that area
and businesses that re-
quire water in order to
conduct their activities,
to stock up in advance.
We estimate that six
hours will be sufficient
to do the work that is
needed. But it might be
longer so it might be

‘ Wel'fg)'

wise to put aside more
water than actually

needed for six hours, |

just as a precaution.”

In recent months, a
number of areas have
been shut down without
any formal advance
notification by the com-
pany doing the work —
Ameron.

Vitale said that the
company is now making
“a sincere effort”’ to
give advance notifica-
tion and to plan its work
so that there is suf-
ficient time to alert the
public. He said that
Ameron notified the
city yesterday of the
planned shut-down.

‘.

ire chief
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suspendecT

By TERRY BRENNAN

The Hoboken Local Assistance Board has suspended
Welfare Director Jerry Forman pending an ongoing in-
vestigation into questionable welfare expenditures. .

Mayor Steve Cappiello, who appeared before the board
,Tuesday night to “‘present some of the facts we've un<
earthed,” said last night the suspension stemmed from the
city council's refusal to pay a welfare claim last week. The
claim reportedly involved welfare vouchers submitted by &
Union City dentist.

“The board has decided to suspend Jerry Forman
without pay for what they called ‘mismanagement’,” Cap-~
piello said. *‘I went before the board to give them the fact§
and they acted upon them.”

While Cappiello said a formal notice of the suspension is".
being worked on by the Law Department, he said Forman.
had been notified of the board’s action Tuesday night.
Forman said yesterday he had received “‘no notice what-
soever.” j

“As far as I'm concerned I'm still working at the
welfare office,” Forman said. ‘‘No notice has been
presented to me in any manner and [ wasn't called before the,
local assistance board.”

Although Cappiello said he had instructed Forman to
stay away from the welfare office last Thursday until he
went before the board, Forman insisted he was still on the_
job. Employes at the welfare department said yesterday:
Forman hadn’t been there since last Thursday.

“This is still a democracy and I would hope that the
board would question me if they were going to suspend me,"™”
Forman said. “They haven't done this.” .

-

1
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CDA. officia/l//'! A
leaving post tor
federal job

The director of the municipal
operations program for the Hoboken
Community Development Agency (C-
DA) leaves the program today for a
position with the U.S. Department of

Hoboken to clear y

By TERRY BRENNAN
Hoboken's Grand Hotel was auctioned off yesterday at
$27,500 to a real estate developer and restaurateur with other
property interests in the city.

The four-story structure, which was assessed by the city
in 1975 at $75,400, will be converted to a steakhouse and apart-
ment complex if the city council approves the sale. The buyer,
Pat Severino, said he represented the 232 Hudson st. Corp., the
address of the hotel.

“We intend to restorethe building to an elegant Victorian-
style steakhouse and apartment house,” Severino said. “I
think Hoboken's on its way back and there'll be a definite need
for a restaurant downtown. We may even save part of the
building for a hotel.”

While Severino will have to submit plans within 45 days to
show that the building will become revenue-producing, he said

Cops may get radio repair bills.

7/
he foresaw little oppositionbecause “we‘/gi

what it wants.”

“I'm sure the plan we give the city will improve the
neighborhood and increase tax revenue,’ Severino said. I
think people will want to eat in a fine restaurant now that
Hoboken's been turned around. I don’t see how the council can
deny this is one more step forward for the city.”

Although the hotel once attracted passengers en route
from Europe to New York when the city was a successful port,
the structure has been subjected to thievery and vandalism
and had a fire recently. Hoboken acquired the building through
foreclosure in 1974 when the owners failed to pay back taxes of
$37,500.

“This proves there's a growing interest in (acquiring
property in) Hoboken and that the value is going up little by
little Councilman-at-large Robert Ranieri said. ‘I think it a
definite step in the right direction.”

Ranieri predicted the city council would ‘‘certainly’’ ap-

city

Hoboken rebirth

prove the sale ‘‘once the buyer's plans have been specified and
submitted.” He said Hoboken ‘“could sure use a fine
restaurant downtown."’

Severino, a Cliffside Park developer, is the owner of an
apartment house at 1000 Hudson st., part owner of El Dorado
Real Estate and part-owner of the B'mghamtolfﬁ ferryboat
restaurant at Edgewater. He is also the developer of homes in
Weehawken, F't. Lee, Englewood Cliffs and Palisades Park.

Although Severino said the acquisition ‘‘wasn't a .par-
ticularly good one" right now, he predicted it would eventual-
ly symbolize the ‘‘rebirth of the city’’ when it’s reopened. He
said the renovated building will also inclue a ballroom and bar
and that the city has agreed to lease parking spaces at its gar-
are across from the hotel.

The city had attempted to auction the hotel nine months
ago, but no one met the asking price of $60,000. The bidding
started at zero yesterday. '

’%ﬁ/

walks in FINE gestu

Hoboken has a couple of surprises
in store for property owners who
haven't cleared snow and ice from

their sidewalks — the city is going to

do it for them.

That's one of the surprises. The
other is that they're also going to get
a ticket for failing to do it themselves.

Mayor Steve Cappiello said today
at the request of Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri the police and
public works department will be
working together to get most of the
accumulated snow and ice off most of

the city's sidewalks.

The mayor said the police depart-
ment will"do the spotting — finding
the ice covered sidewalks — and the
public works department will send a
crew to remove it.

Neglect, not faulty parts or poor service, is
blamed by Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello for
problems city's police are baving with their
walkie-talkie radios. And there is a good chance
that careless policemen may have to start paying

The mayor said that switching to another
system would not make matters better.

““A different make won't solve the problem of
neglect,” he continued. ‘“And neglect is the
problem, not normal wear and tear. There is only
one way to attack that problem and that is to make

for the repairs.

“The men just aren't taking enough care
of the radios,” the mayor said today in response to
a suggestion from Councilman-at-large Robert A
Ranieri that the police switch over to a radio
system used by the public works department.

““The equipment we use is generally rated the
very best money can buy. It is used by more police
and public safety operations throughout the nation
than all other systems combined, I'm told. The

roblem isn’t with the quality of the police radios,
ut in the care they are given by the men.

the men pay for any damage or repairs that result
from careless handlln%."
Cappiello said that some breakage and

1

damage was to be expected, but not on the scale
the city has been experiencing.

“Right now, we have 13 radios that are out of
order for one reason or another — and most of
them are the result of neglect,” he asserted. “‘I'm
not saying that its all intentional neglect. On the
contrary, most of it is probably unintentional. But
this is still unacceptable.

‘““The only way we can cure this is to make the
men more aware of the fact that they have a
delicate piece of equipment that might fail them
unexpectedly when they need it the most if they
don’t take care of it. And the best way of impress-
,ing them with this is to hold them responsible for
the cost of repairs.”

The mayor, who is also public safety director,
said he would take up the matter with Police Chief
George W. Crimmins. Cappiello said that the
current system of assigning radios and checking

| them when they are turned in again will be

reviewed for loopholes and revi to make it

stronger and more foolproof.

Keeping the past /77

One of the remaining contacts with the heyday of
Hoboken’s waterfront as a passenger ship terminal
has been saved.

The Grand Hotel on Hudson st. was successfully
bid for at a city-run auction last week by a Cliffside
Park developer who paid $27,500 for the landmark.

The Grand, along with Meyers Hotel just across
the street, were main attractions of the then bustling
Hohoken waterfront.

The Grand has been saved from the fate of
Meyers, which was razed in 1969 to make way for the

Grogan Marineview Plaza development.

The new owner, Pat Severino, said he will convert
the supper floors of the now derelict building into
apartments. A Victorian-style restaurant and har

will be located on the first floor.

The announced plans for the future use of the
Grand, with the successful brownstone restoration
program in the northern section of Hoboken, will re-
tain some of the flavor of the Hoboken that made it
what it was in those glory days, and will serve as a

symbol that those days are returning.

Nhe
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Public Works Director Raphael
P. Vitale said his men will not clean
off the entire sidewalk at any given
location but will at least open up an
adequate pathway so that pedestrians
can walk through without having to
worry about falling and injuring
themselves.

He added that the addresses will

‘be written down and turned over to

his sanitation inspectors. They will
check them against city records to
determine the owner and then mail
out summonses.

According to Ranieri, a number ,
of local residents have been injured,
one seriously, since last week’s snow
storm because some property owners
aren’t bothering to shovel their
sidewalks.

East Orange o process

Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) in its Newark Regional Office.

Joel Freiser, who came to
Hoboken in 1973 as the deputy director
of the then Model Cities Program —
now the CDA— will start with HUD
Monday. He was with that govern-
ment agency before taking the posi-
tion in Hoboken.

“Technically, I am still a HUD
employe,” he said. "'l was on loan to
Hoboken by agreement. That agree-
ment was not renewed so 1I'm return-
ing to HUD.” ,

Freiser came to Hobken in July,
1973, as deputy director to Michael
Coleman, then Model Cities director.
In 1975, Freiser took up residence in
the city. He said he plans to continue
living in Hoboken.

Hoboken parking tickets

March 1 Hoboken hopes to
have East Orange start processing all
of its parking tickets by computer, it
was learned today.

A resolution authorizing the city
to enter into a contract with East
Orange has been placed on the agenda
for tomorrow night's council meeting
and is expected to be passed.

The cost to Hoboken will be 25
cents Fer ticket but this is expected to
be offset by elimination of a [arge

ticket backlog in the violations
bureau and an increase in the pay-
ment of fines — on time,

According to Mrs. Marion
Roland, head violations clerk, if the
council approves the agreement and
East Omnﬁe can begin processing the
tickets on March 1, the city will set up
an amnesty period for most of next
month. ¢

‘“Motorists with overdue parking
tickets may bring them in and pay the

normal fine plus a small late.
charge,” she said. ‘'But they will not
be charged court costs. However,
once the amnesty period is over they
will have to pay that additional
charge so I urge everyone who has
outstanding tickets to settle them
once the amnesty period has been
declared.”

Mrs. Roland said that due to an
increase in the number of parking
tickets being given out and a decrease
in staff size, her office has a large
backlog of secondary notices to
motorists. They are sent out when a
motorists falls to pay a ticket by the
date stated on it, or fails to enter a
plea of “‘not guilty’’ and asks for a
hearing.

“The secondary or supplemental
notices should go out within a month
of the court appearance date,’”’ she
gihdi “Ours are six or seven months

n ln
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Hoboken to make own traffic signs

Hoboken plans to buy its own
equipment needed for making street
traffic signs as part of a plan to have
all modern and up-to-date signs which
confirm with the state codes by the
end of the year. Mayor Steve Cap-
piello said today.

According to the mayor, the city
council is to act on specifications and
authorize the city to seek bidders on
supplying the equipment at
Wednesday's evening council
meeting. The bids will be due at the
Feb. 16 meeting,

Besides aill of the equipment,
which will be paid for with state Safe
and Clean Streets funds, the city also
will be seeking bids for the purchase

The mayor said the project has
been assigned to the Public Safety
Department's traffic and signal divi-
sion. It is to be responsible for the
care and replacement of the signs as
needed, including the alternate side of
the street parking signs used in the
daily street sweeping program.

"“A survey is now under way to
pinpoint the location of every existing

Pact perks mayoral race

traffic sign in the city,” the mayor
continued. “An up-to-date file will be
kept on them so the city will always
know what signs are where."

The mayor said that once all of
the new sings have been installed
and the city meets state codes the
traffic and signal division will be

responsible for intaiping ,and
replacing them. ¢V/ /,‘g/77
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of between 200 and 400 new channel
posts on which the signs will be
erected.

The candidate given the support
of Hoboken counciiman Louis Fran-
cone and Anthony H. Romano in
May's mayoral election will have to
:)e tconsidered the favorite in the con-
est.

‘And it looks as if a candidate who

" gets one of these on his side will get

both.

According to Francone he and
Romano will be “sticking together”’
in their political activities including

the upcoming contest for mayor, Both
are heavy vote getters.

“We're together in this,” said
Francone. *‘Somebody has to have un-
.

Romano confirmed what Fran-
cone said. However he would not say
whom they are going to endorse for
mayor, if anyone,

It had been rumored that Romano
may be a candidate for the mayor’s
chair. When asked if he is, he replied,
“Not at this time."

FRIENDLY VISITOR — Mayor Steve Capplello of Hoboken, left, and Vincent
Barbo, coordinator of senior citizen activities, present a certificate to Mrs.
Norma Migliaccio in recognition of her work as a “Friendly Visitor"” when she

found a woman neighbor suffering from a stroke.

New firemen
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to get lower pay

Hoboken plans to hire 10 fire trainees later
this year and they’ll be asked to help fight fires at
an annual salary that one city official described as
“‘substantially less’’ than the $10,000 that a rookie
firefighter gets,

The new fire department rank is contained in
an amended ordinance dealing with the table of
orgenization specifying the maximum number of
each rank that can be retained by the city given a
public hearing at last night’s council session.

Only one fireman spoke against the new law,

. which takes effect in another 20 days. The table of

rank, which the city sought to displace from the
police and firemen’'s union contracts as a
‘“‘managerial prerogative,” is thus restored —
minus three fire captain siots.

Councilman-at-large Robert A. Raineri, who
conducted negotlations for the city with the police
and fire unions, said no salary has yet been set for
the new ‘‘trainee’’ rank, ‘‘but when you figure that
a rookie comes on the job at $10,000, it must be
substantially less than that,” he said.

Ranieri said the trainee's job will consist of
‘‘learning from and assisting regular
firefighters.” Asked if that learning and abetting
process would take place on the scene of a fire, for
example, Ranieri said it would.

“This program,” continued Ranieri, ‘‘which
was conceived prior to the change in the state Civil
Service ruling prohibiting giving favored positions
to Hoboken residents, is designed to attract young
Hoboken people of qualifying age to a firefighting
career.'

In other business at .the council meeting,
Fourth Ward Councilman Louis Francone appears
to be the man in the middle of competing factions
striving to name the city’s new mini-park under
construction with the aid of state Green Acres
funds at Second and Adams streets.

One group of residents, represented by Walter
0'Connor at the meeting, wants the park dedicated
to Mrs. Mary Francone, wife of the counciiman in
recognition of her community involvement.

Another contingent, comprised of citizens and
merchants, for which local electrician Joseph
Fantana served as spokesman urged that the park
be named for Natalie (Dolly) and Martin Sinatra,
the Hoboken-born entertainer’'s parents.

Fontana, who urged Francone ‘‘to help push
this drive,” sai¢ that Mrs. Sinatra was ‘‘very
charitable in Hoboken on the condition that it be
done without fanfare. We do love Mary Francone
but we feel it would be inappropriate to name a
public facility after someone still alive."

Asked about the procedure for dedicating a
city facility, Council President Martin J. Brennan
said, “That’s something new to me’” and added
that he’d have to consult the law department. But
City Clerk Anthony Amoruso volunteered, *'The
last time this was done was in 1955 with Steveng
Park r;md it was done by a resolution passed by the
council.”




VANDAL PROOF — Richard Eversen, right, chairman of the Hoboken Park-

ing Authority, watches Frank Francolino, the authority’s maintenance man,

install one of the new, vandal-proof parking meters that the authority is put-
: ting into service. :

School budgﬁ

in Hoboken

a7

called slanted

Was the 1976-77 Hoboken school board budget
prepared to deliberately show a poor financial pic-

. What do you think of Hudso%!

" TRENTON — § Frida
residents of Jersey City Hobokeyn'
will be interviewed in their homes as
part of a study being made by the
State Transportation Department on
the feasibility of a new Hudson River
highway route.

The interviews will be conducted
by Uritron Associates of New York

{
for the engineering consulting firm
Hardesty and Hanover of New York,
which is making the feasibility study.

Included in the questions are
travel habits and local road condi-

. tions. The comments of residents will

assist the department in determining
whether a new highway is desirable to

. improve traffic flow “n local streets

ver route?
if so, where such a highway
should be located.

Interviewers will show an in
troductory letter signed by a depart-
ment officer as well as personal iden-
tification. All answers will be kept
confidential and no names will be
placed on the questionnaire, the
department said. The survey will last
a month. ‘ :

Hoboken Young Dems

endorse Cappiello /"7 Hoboken get

Mayor Steve Cappiello of
Hoboken has his first formsl endorse-

ment for re-election in May.

James Farina, president of the
Hoboken Young Democrats, an-
nounced today he and his organization
are endorsing the mayor for re-
election and will be working actively
for him when the campaign gets un-

derway.

Council sen¢
to judge on

Municipal Court Judge Rudolph

</

/// J’/‘? 7

¥ A

~Jersey City,”/;

Board of Education and an employe of

the city’s recreation departm
ent,
the vote on the endorsement :::2

taken over the weekend.
When asked if the

group would

housing grant

support the mayor’'s councilmen-at-

large running mates when they a
announced, Farina replied theyclur;

would wait until the mayor
them to make that decision.

s summons

&/ 77

icket plan

Councilman-at-large Robert A.
R. Naddeo will be called before Ranieri, respondin
members of the Hoboken City Council fiscal concern, said; *I feel con-
tomorrow night to defend a proposal Sciencebound” to have icy sidewalks
that the city contract with East salted ‘‘on behalf of our older

Orange to computerize processing of Citizens.”

traffic tickets.

cost to the city.

more money. 1 want to
about it before I vote on this.”

Part of the problem is assuring

Naddeo wrote the council that im- adequate snow removal by residents,
plementing such a system would said Florio, is having to use, in some
result in a ‘‘“more effective and instances, local codes dating back to
profitable” operation, but Second the turn of the century. Florio urged
Ward Councilman Walter Cramer the council to appropriate an es-
isn’t convinced it's worth the extra timated $16,000 to recodify the city’s
““voluminous” ordinances. City Clerk

Cramer said at last night's coun- Anthony Amoruso said the city last
cil caucus that, “The judge doesn't undertook such a task in 1958 at a cost
explain why computerizing will get us 0f around $5,000. The council tock the
ow more Suggestion under advisement.
In other public works matters,
But Business Administrator the council will probably reject a bid

to Cramer's

Jersey City and Hoboken have been selecteq for a new
federal program to rehabilitate 500 housing units using $3

million subsidy grant.

The project will provide an incentive for owners of substan-
dard housing to rehabilitate their buildings with the help of
lower wages for construction workers. It‘is hoped the prospect
of more jobs will entice construction unions to agree to work
for less than scale.

This is the second round of the program, according to the
director the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment in Newark, Walter Johnson. The first round worked suc-
ceefully in New York and Atlanta, he said.

Essentially the program will come under the fgderal Sec-
tion 8 Housing program that provides rent supsxdnes for low
and moderate income families. A family contrlbute§ a share
of its income for rent with HUD picking up the difference
between that figure and the rent charged by the landlord.

The selected cities, that also includes Newark as the only
other New Jersey city, showed signs of local labor manage-
ment agreements that could be used in the program, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the office of New Jersey Senator
Harrison Williams, who announced the plans.

Landlords that wish to rehabilitate their buildings will be
guaranteed subsidies, which essentially assures tpem they
will be able to rent their modernized buildings at a fair market
pn?r(;“s assurance should help the landlord to secure financing
for the rehabilitation, according to Johx_1son. Newark w_lll
receive $1,932,400 for 400 units, $1,651,400 will goto .}ersey City
for 300 units and $1,242,600 to Hoboken for 200 units.

names

Herman Bier said Marion Rolands, for $16,500 by Walter F. Geiger Co. for

Hoboken school,
to face contem

Membere of the Hohoken Board

vl

of Education and their attorney today
are awaiting the text of an appellate
court ruling that a trial must be held
on a contempt action against the
board as a result of a strike in
September, 1975.

The court also upheld a contempt
conviction and $40,000 fine levied
against the Hoboken Teachers As-
sociation as a result of the 28day
walkout between Sept. 4 and Oct. 9.

Robert W. Taylor, attorney for
the Hoboken school board, said he
would have to thoroughly study the
court decision before making any
comment.

“And then it must be taken up
with the board members
themselves,” he said. ‘‘My only reac-
tion is that I'm surprised by it.”

The Appellate Division of
Superior Court. actually upheld Judge
Thomas S. O’'Brien, Hudson County
assignment judge, on one order and
reversed him on another.

The court upheld the contempt
conviction and the fine levied by
O’Brien against the teachers but
reversed his ruling thet the contempt
citation against the school board be
dismissed.

The contempt charge against the

t trial
board was issued by Judge Frederick
C. Kentz Jr., on Sept. 15 after it was
determined that the board had failed
to meet with the association for
several days after O'Brien ordered
both sides to negotiate. O'Brien later
dismissed the charge against the
board for lack of jurisdiction.

In the decision on the teacher ap-
peal, the ruling was written by Judge
Robert A. Matthews. He rejected the
teachers’ argument that the Public
Employment Relations Commission
had “‘exclusive” jurisdiction over the
board’s failure to negotiate.

He said the appellate court found
nothing in the Public Employer-
Employe Relations Act of 1974 which
deprived courts of jurisdiction over
common law actions.

‘““Whenever public employes
resort to the illegal activity o¥ a
strike,” he, wrote, ‘‘necessarily the
general public must suffer harm in
some way. Immediate relief is re-
quired in most cases and it may more
readily be obtained in a short period
of time in the courts, which are ac-
customed to dealing with such situa-
tions, rather than be resorting to an
administrative agency.”

Judges Baruch S. Seidman and
Herbert Horn agreed.

from member’s kin for ¢

Hoboken board hires Iimoj
n
///3

The Hoboken Board of Education
has been supplying its attorney with a
limousine for trips to Trenton and
Newark Airport when school vehicles
were unavailable. And it’s been hiring
the cars from a company in which the
wife of a school board member is-a
partner.

According to school board files,
the board already has paid $265 to
Hoboken Livery of 529 Willow Ave. for
limousine service and has another bill
pending for $160.

School board and city sources say
the company is owned by Jack
Raslowsky, a board member.
However, Raslowsky denied this, say-
ing that the company was owned by
his wife and Joseph Lisa. Raslowsky

ture?

" That's the contention of City Attorney
Lawrence Florio and Thomas Calligy, assistant
city attorney. But Robert W. Taylor, school board
attorney, said it isn’t so. i

The two city lawyers made the observation in
a written summation sent to the state Department
of Education on the recent hearing to determine if
the $680,000 cut from the budget by the city should
be reinstated.

Florio and Calligy said that on Nov. 1, 1976
Vincent J. Indelicato, the school auditor, was
ordered by Taylor to providé a line item for
$222,000 — an item that couidn’t be found by an in-
dependent audit because it hadn’t been presented
to the public and wasn’t acted upon by the board
during the year.

Taylor replied that the $222,000 was fully ex-
plained at the hearing and ‘‘no charge of any im-
propriety was raised during the questioning.”’ He
added that it would be impossible for him to order
an independent certified public accountant to pre-
sent any financial data that, in his opinion, was not
correct and factual.

The two lawyers asked why the $222,000 was
set out as a reserve in an audit for that period un-
less to show an ‘‘untrue picture.”

“If part of the money was designated for a
particular purpose in 1976-77, then that should be
in the budget for that period.” They also felt it was
“curious’’ that Indelicato would require a legal
opinion from Taylor before setting up the reserve
as a “free balance."

The city lawyers said Indelicato testified at
the hearing that he questioned the inclusion of the
$222,000 item and asked for the written legal opi-
nion. They quoted Indelicato as saying the
procedure was “‘unusual’’ but he could find nothing
to indicate it was illegal or contrary to accepted
practice.

“Taylor said it is normal procedure for auditors
to rely on records, or where required, legal opi-
nions.

“There's nothing irregular, or improper in
asking for a legal opinion, particularly when it's
addressed to a witness who has a full under-
standing of the facts,” he declared.

“What the city representatives refuse to
acknowledge,”’ said the school attorney, is that the
City Council approved this expenditure and then
when it came time to produce the required $222,000
it refused to do so.

““At the time of the council’s approval, if there
was any reservation about not supply supplyin,
the money it was not indicated to the Board o
Education,"” said Taylor.

The summation was an afterthought by Florio
and Calligy, but was accepted for consideration by
August E. Thomas, the director of the Division of
Controversies and Disputes for the state Depart-

i
|
; ment of Education.

violations clerk, told him that the repairing the heating system at the
computerized service would help Jefferson Recreation Center and
eliminate an existing ‘‘backlog” and readvertise with new specifications
therefore succeed in bringing calling for a new furnace and pipes,
Hoboken more revenues. which Geiger says in his bid he can

The city presently generates provide for $4,500 above his bid price.
between $85,000 and $100,000 annually At the same time, the council is also
in ticket fines collections, according expected to provide for an emergency
to City Attorney Larry Florio. appropriation of some $2,000 to sup-
Revenues on penalties imposed for plement the $20,000 already ap-
moving violations, however, are sent Ppropriated to cover the anticipated
to the state, extra cost for the work.

Cramer had reservations on First Ward Councilman Anthony
another matter discussed at the Romano urged Vitale to put the owner
caucus — a policy of the local public of the vacant Condenser Service
works department to throw salt on property at Observer Highway and
sidewalks that haven't been cleared Bloomfield Street ‘‘on notice” to
of snow and ice — because the city clear away refuse now in containers.
isn’t insured for any damages that “I'm afraid some kid is going to
might be sought by a citizen. climb up on one of those piles and get

Irked by ‘‘whole sections of Killed,” he said. »
blocks,” like Hudson Street between The council is being asked to pay
Fifth and Eighth streets, that he says $10,358.88 to Raymond Wright of
are ‘‘not touched” by a shovel, North Bergen for rental of pumps,
Cramer complained that public works The council is expected to accept
ipspecto,rs are “‘not giving out enough the resignation of Zeljko Mirkovic as
tickets.' a member of the city Rent Leveling

But Public Works Director and Stabilization Board,

Raphael P. Vitale countered; ‘‘My in-
spectors gave out summonses all day
today. We give (property owners) 48
hours to shovel.”

Hoboken cop
cars no match
for streets ’/’;/Q

N |
Hoboken’s switch to small,

Jurors hear Crimmins
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in gambling investidation

A probe of Hoboken gambling ac-
tivities continues following the ap-
pearance of Police Chief George W.
Crimmins before the Hudson County
grand jury.

The chief appeared before the
grand jury for nearly four hours
yesterday, according to informed
sources, but managed to avoid
meeting a flock of reporters. He was
in the grand jury at morning and
afternoon sessions yesterday, the
first day of the probe. It is believed
several other witnesses also testified.

Meanwhile, a mysterious closed
courtroom session was held before
Sgperior Court Judge Thomas S§.
O’Brien early yesterday afternoon.

Neither Deputy first Asst.
Prosecutor Edward C. Megill, who
was seen leaving 0'Brien’s courtroom

immediately after the session, nor
other authorities would talk about it.
Megill was later seen entering the
grand jury room, leading to specula-
tion he might be conducting the quiz
there and he may have been in court
on a grand jury matter,

The probe is the result of
published allegations about gambling
being conducted in Hoboken with a
detective being the ‘‘bag man” for
collecting ‘‘payoffs,” which allegedly
went to high-ranking city officials,

City officials immediately asked
the prosecutor and the state attorney
general to conduct investigations.
Some officials and police objected to
charges being too generalized and not
specifying any names, claiming this
cast a shadow of guilt on all city of-
ficials and police.

Gambling probes aimed
at Hoboken, Unio
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COIRS
and the other board embj ap-

proved the bill at the board’s Nov. 9
meeting.

Raslowsky, who is director of the
Failla Funeral Home at 533 Willow
Ave., said he saw nothing wrong with
g@e bill and did not consider it a con-

ict.

““My wife's a partner in the com-
pany, not I,”” he said.

A review of the paid bill shows
that it was actually three bills from
the limousine service on one voucher.
The first was $40 for a trip from
Hoboken to Newark Airport on Nov. 7
to pick up Robert W. Taylor, board at-
torney. The second was $100 for tak-
ing Taylor to Trenton on the same day

from Newark Airport. And the last
was $125 for taking Taylor from

Hoboken to Trenton on Nov. 9.

" «According to Taylor, he was in
Boston on Nov. 7 when he was con-
tacted by the board and told to return
immediately because he had to repre-
sent its interests in an appeal on
sala;_y increases for teachers.

aylor said he flew into Newark,
was met by the limousine and taken to
Trenton for the court case.

The pending bill is for two trips to
and from Newark Airport on Dec, 1.
However, the bill did not stipulate
who the transportation was for.

Taylor said the use of the
limousine service was an ‘‘exception’’
rather than the norm.

“l do not drive,” he explained.
“When I am in need of transportation
to conduct board business I rely on the
use of our own school board vehicles.
If they are not available I will walk or
use a public transportation when pos-
sible. In these instances our board
vehicles were not available and it was
not feasible to use public transpor-
tation.” »

A number of local taxicab com-
panies were called for their fares to
Newark Airport. According to the
Hoboken Radio Cab Co. and the
Hoboken Tube Taxi, they have a set
fee of $12 for a trip to Newark Airport
— $28 less than the limousine service.
And they could usually pick the pas-
senger up within 10 to 15 minutes of
his call. ;

10n
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Check CDA

phone bills

to see if they ring true

A systematic review of telephone
bills incurred by the Hoboken Com-
munity Development Agency (CDA)
has been started by Councilman-at-
large Robert A. Ranieri to determine
if there have been abuses of the
telephone usage by the staff.

Ranieri said today that he has
started going through the CDA
telephone bills and is making a list of
calls that might be questionable.

“It was brought out by one of our
citizens at a recent council meeting
that business calls are not brief and
seldom take less than a minute to con-
clude,” he said. ‘‘However, there ap-
pears to be a number of short duration

long-distance calls being made from
the CDA and I would like to know if
the r are legitimate business calls or
personal calls.”

Ranieri said that he will present
his list of calls to CDA Director Fred
M. Bado and ask him to determine
who made and received them.

The CDA's telephone bills were
questioned at the Jan. § council
meeting by Robert King. He told the
council that he had looked at the bills
and found a number of short duration
long-distance calls had been made to
Puerto Rico, Washington D.C., and
other long-distance points and asked
the council to make an inquiry.

compact-type police cars hasn’t
worked out, according: to a report
presented to the city council by the
police department’s head mechanic.

Patrolman Mario Mercado has
recommended to the city council that
it buy five new police cars but one size
larger than the cars it purchased last
year because they have more ground
clearance.

Last year, the city purchased five
Chevrolet Novas after several years
of buying full-size Fords. The switch
was made because the larger vehicles
did not have sufficient front end
clearance and were frequently out of
commission for repairs after ‘‘bot-
toming out” during high speed opera-

* tions.

Mercado reported that during the
latter part of last year, all five of the
new Novas experienced the same
problems as the older Fords and were
out of commission at one time or
another for front end damage.

“The cause of the front end
damage can be directly attributed to
the generally poor condition of many
city streets,” he said. “‘Added to this
situation is the relatively low ground
clearance which caused these vehi-
cles to strike raised obstructions at
high speeds.”

Mercado said that he has con-
tacted the General Motors Corp. con-
cerning the problem with the Novas
and it has promised to provide
whatever assistance and parts are re-
quired to raise the frames for greater
ground clearance.

However, Mercado added that the
Chevrolet Chevelles, the next larger
size vehicle but still not a full-size
car, has the ground clearance re-
quired to avoid most street hazards.

Mercado has also recommended
the purchase of a van to be used as a
road maintenance vehicle for public
safety cars and fire trucks. .

The vehicle would contain various
equipment needed to service police
cars and fire trucks away from the
shop. It would also carry oxygen
tanks for use by the fire department
at the scene of fires when the normal
supply runs out.

Mercado said that a proposal to
use the van to transport prisoners to
and from police headquarters and the
county jail was not practical.

As a Hudson County grand jury
began a probe into Hoboken gambling
activities, including allegations that
local police have been accepting
payoffs to look the other way, federal
agents today began studying Union
City gambling arrest records dating
back to 1974.

According to sources close to the
investigation, Hoboken Police Chief
George W. Crimmins and Patroiman
James Behrens, president of the
city's Patrolman's Benevolent As-
sociation, have been subpoenaed to
appear before the jury today in con-
nection with the probe.

The Union City gambling arrest

records were subpdenaed at head-
quarters yesterday by the federal
agents who arrived while police brass
and Mayor William V. Musto were at
a function honoring Police Chief
Herman Bolte,

The arrival of the agents at Union
City City Hall yesterday made it ob-
vious that a federal grand jury is still
looking into gambling activities, city
hall insiders feit.

Last week, U.S. Attorney
Jonathan Goldstein announced that
former Commissioner and Public
Safety Director Paul Lombardo, star
probe witness, who is under federal
protective custody, pleaded guilty to

lying to ‘the grand jury. Lombardo
claimed he had never taken money
from anyone to protect local gambl-
ing operations. Goldstein ,said the
former commissioner did take $3,000
from a Cuban gambler while in office.

Lombardo faces sentencing in
March by a federal district court
judge.

In Hoboken, both Crimmins and
Behrens confirmed they had been sub-
poenaed for an appearance today but
both refused to make any further
comment. The chief said any ad-
ditional information concerning the
matter would have to come from

Grand Hotel deal g

By TERRY BRENNAN

Hoboken Councilman
Francis X. Leahey said last
night the city must ‘‘do
whatever's necessary’' to
make sure the Grand Hotel
doesn't ‘‘turn into another
financial fiasco like the Fifth
and Sixth st. piers.”

The councilman-at-large,

Although the owners of the
piers are collecting $18,000 a
year for docking a ship, the
firm owes the city $295,000 plus
interest in back taxes. Leahey
wants to make sure the new
owner of the hotel is very
specific on plans for making
the building income-producing.

“The owners of the piers
transferred title and we let
them get by with just token tax
payments,’’ Leahey said.

e
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night. ! oA

“We have to make sure this
money will go back to the tax-
payer in the form of added tax
revenues,”’ Leahey said. "“We
were lax on the Fifth and Sixth
st. piers and they still owe the
city about $300,000. We have to
make sure this doesn't happen
again.”

who ‘‘has lingering fears" the
four-story structure may not
become tax-producing, said the
city must ‘‘keep watch’ to
make sure the recently auc-
tioned hotel will be
“‘economically viable.” The
council approved the $27,500
sale to Cliffside Park
developer Pat Severino last
The piers were initially
bought by Mervin Midnight
Waterfront Beauty Inc, and
transferred title to the MMWB
Inc. (the initials of the original
title holders). Hoboken started
foreclosure proceedings last
week and is demanding that the
firm transfer its rental
revenues directly to the city.
While ratification of the sale

is contingent upon submission
of specific plans within 45 days

Hudson County Prosecutor James
O’Halloran.

Sources report the probe is the
result of three stories published in
another newspaper several months
ago alleging that there was wide-scale
gambling going on in the city — with
the consent and knowledge of local
police.

The articles further alleged that a
detective in the vice squad was the
“bag-man’’ or collector of the
payoffs, and saw to it that the money
got into the right hands — including
those of high-ranking city officials.
However, the stories failed to men-
tion any names of policemen or city
officials involved in or connected with
the operations.

City officials immediately
responded to the allegatigns by for-
mally asking the prosecutor and the
state attorney general’s office to con-
duct investigations. Other officials
and police objected strongly to the
charges, not as to the question of their
truth, but because they were too
generalized and non-specific and cast
a shadow of guilt on all city officials
and all members of the police depart-
ment.

According to the chief, the In-
vestigation 18 in its final stages and a
full report ready in a week or two. He
said the report would be turned over
to Mayor Steve Cappiello and the

prosecutor’s office.

O'Halloran was not available for
comment.

7CIJ'¥ ~ Ambulance o

Corpe calls 7~

The Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance Corps
responded to*4,707 calls in 1976, according to the
corps’ annual report filed with the city by William
Matthews, the outgoing corps president.

Of ti.at number, 3,464 were emergency calls,
1,083 were for transportation of the ill, 37 were to
fires and 123 were false alarms.

The corps, which was founded in 1971, has
answered more than 19,000 calls since its incep-
tion. Matthews estimated that the corps’ 59
members put in a total of 30,000 man-hours on the
job last year — excluding training hours.

Last year the corps’ expenses totaled $38,455
which included the mortgage on its headquarters
at 707 Clinton St., payments on three ambulances,
uniforms, first aid supplies and equipment. Part of
this was offset by the city's $15,000 annual con-
tribution and the rest from donations and fund-
raising events,

“Fifty per cent of our membership has com-
pleted emergency medical technician training,
which is equivalent to a master's degree in first
aid training,”” Matthews said.

Vezzetti is 4th |
Hoboken school/k
board candidate

Thomas Vezzetti has become the |
fourth potential candidate for t_he
Hoboken Board of Education election
on March 29. :

Vezzetti picked up his.nommating
petitions yesterday. Petitions have
also been picked up by Richard
England, David Miine and Frank
Mussara.

Vezzetti is the owner of the Madi-
son Hotel at 1318 Washington St. and
gives that as his home address. Ac-
cording to board records, Vezzetti, a
constant school board and city council
critic, also picked up petitions for last
year’s board of education election but
never filed them.




$6,000,000
reason fo ?/
I

Hoboken

Mayor Steve Cappiello said foday
there is “a $6,000,000 reason” why
Hoboken pulled out of the Hudson
County Sewerage Authority, which is
planning a unified sewerage and
sewage treatment system.

As a member of the authority,
Cappiello said, Hoboken would have
to pay prorated sewerage charges the
same as the other municipalities, but
it would still have to pay off $6,000,000
in bonds still outstanding for its own
treatment plant.

A reinspection of this plant by
state inspectors scheduled for yester-
day, was postponed just before it was
to begin. Hoboken Public Works
Director Raphael P. Vitale said one of
the state inspectors became ill and
was reported to be hospitalized.

The plant was inspected in Oc-
tober and found unacceptable. The
city was given until the beginning of
this month to correct the conditions
found unsatisfactory. The reinspec-
tion was to follow.

Vitale said it was just as well that
the inspection had been postponed
because there have been some more
breakdowns at the treatment plant
that the city probably would have
been cited for again. Repairs are be-
ing made, the director added, but it
was highly unlikely that they would
have been completed in time for the
reinspection.

Meanwhile, it was learned that
Hoboken has been advised by the U.S.
Army Corps of Englneers that it
wants approximately $14,000 from the
city as a surcharge for solid waste the
city has been discharging into the
Hudson River from the treatment
plant. The money covers a $7,000 fee
for last year and another $7,000 for
this year.

A department spokesman said it
would be paid and was expected. He
said that all municipalities that were
discharging solids into the Hudson
were getting bills. They are part of
the Corps plan to dredge areas of the
river to make it safe for navigation.
The bill is based on the annual amount
the city discharges and figured at the
rate of 75 cents per 1,000 pounds.

The city’s treatment plant has
been the main problem area for the
city in recent months, and the center
of much activitiy, both direct and in-
direct.

The city is under orders to up-
grade the plant to @ primary treat-
ment system by the federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and was doing so as a partici-
pant in the Hudson County Sewerage
Authority. But it has opted to
withdraw from the authority and
proceed on its own.

Cappiello said today he is pushing
to form a new regional sewerage
authority comprised of Hoboken,
Wweehawken and Union City and ex-
pected to meet with the mayors of
those two municipalities shortly.
Hoboken processed all of
Weehawken's sewa%e and between 30
and 40 per cent of Union City's

According to Cappiello, Hoboken
doesn’t want to participate in the
county authority because it feels it
and other small municipalities are

oing to have to pay more than their

air share of the costs. And the county

authority has yet to contradict that
assertion with any meaningful
figures.

"
Attacks on three fronts,,

S ——

Hoboken firemen to protest ;,lf .'/,’
creating trainee position R

~ The president of the Hoboken
Fire Fighter's Association, Michael
Bavaro, today charged city officials
with trying to circumvent Civil Ser-
vice regulations and threatened to
take legal action if they went ahead
with plans to create the position of
trainee-firefighter.

A public hearing on an ordinance
introduced at last week's council
meeting, which creates 10 trainee
positions, is scheduled for the Feb. 2
council session.

“I assure the mayor and council
that the Hoboken Fire Fighters will
be there en masse,” Bavaro said.
“There is an existing list of men who
are eligible for appointment to the
fire department. Those men have to
be appointed first before the city can
start hiring any temporary help, if it
can lc_el%ally hire temporary firemen.

“The city is lookinf for a cheap
and degrading way out. It wants to get
around paying a reasonable price for
adequate fire protection by hiring

trainees — who will do the same work
as a regular fireman — but who will
work for considerably less.”

~ According to city officials, the
fire trainees will be working for a lot
less than what a fireman gets. A
starting fireman in Hoboken gets ap-
proximately $10,000 a year and goes
up to more than $13,000 after three
years on the job, based on the new
three-year contract the city has with
the Fire Fighters.

“There is going to be a difference
between these trainees and the men
who have taken and passed the Civil
Service examination,”” Bavaro con-
tinued. “We at least know that the
Civil Service eligible is physically and
mentally able to do the job. With the
trainees who will probably be hand-
picked by the mayor, there is no such
assurance,

~ Mayor Cappiello has said the or-
dinance would allow a city to hire
Hoboken residents for the trainee
positions and eventually get them into

the department as full-fledged
firefighters at regular firemen's pay.
However, they would have to take the
Civil Service examination and pass it
before being appointed.

~ Bavaro said he and the Fire
Fighters weren't against the city giv-
ing Hoboken residents first crack at
jobs in the fire department but hiring
trainees at less money would en-

danger their lives and
regular firemen. o

“Who is going to train them?" he
asked. “How much does the mayor
expect us to get from a man who is be-
ing required to do the same work and
take the same risks as someone who
1s getting several thousand dollars
more than he is? The city will pay
them less and we'll get less. On one
hand the city wants to hire Hoboken
people, but on the other it wants to
pay them less, That isn’t right.”

Mayor Cappiello was not
available for comment,

Battle among Hoboken Dems av;%g;
Romano to back Cappiello in e !c ]

By Peter Hallam

Political battle between Hoboken
Mayor Steve Cappiello and First
Ward Councilman Anthony H.
Romano that would have torn apart
the city's Democratic Organization
was averted today when the coun-
cilman announced he is supporting the
mayor for reelection in May.

Romano, who has long been
rumored as a possible opponent for
Cappiello but avoided any comment
on his leanings, said today that after a
long discussion with the mayor they
have agreed to ‘‘set aside their
political differences for the benefit of
the city.”

Cappiello said he was pleased that
a fight with Romano for the city’s top
position did not come about. i

““Regardless of who won, the city
would have suffered for it in the long
run,” asserted the mayor.

“It would have meant a split
within the organization and the ad-
ministration and those ill feelings
developed during a political campaign
are hard to set aside gt its conclusion.
Hoboken cannot afford ill feelings
among the men who run the city, es-
pecially at times like these.”

Romano agreed with the mayor
and said it took him many hours of
serious thought to reach his decision.
But in the | run, he said, ‘‘there
could be no real winner.” .

The mayor said that he
recognizes Romano's aggressiveness
as a city councilman and plans to tap
it to make him more involved in the

The Hoboken Parking Authority
will be glad to ‘‘manage’’ a
municipally-owned parcel near City
Hall as a parking facility for
municipal employes, provided the
city agrees to pick up the cost of
rehabilitating the property — & cost
that could run up to $14,000.

That’s what Commissioner Edwin
J. Chius told Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Rainieri at last night's
meeting of the authority when
Ranieri made a pitch for the agency
to develop a vacant lot at 74-78 Bloom-
field St.

Ranieri, who said the city lacks
adequate parking space in the area of
the municipal building for police cars,
civilian employes and visitors, added
the city is looking to pave the lot
before ‘‘turning it over to you.”

The lawmaker said that he and
some of his colleagues on the gnvern-
ing body felt they have been *' nfring-
ing on the parking authority” by as-
suming responsibility for operating
the lot as a municipal parking facility.

Ranieri suggested the authority
could “‘charge a fee” for the use of the
lot parking.

7 Chius said the city should not
charge its employes for parking and

- Site may become,/j/;
-city hall parking Io(

noted that the estimated 14 to 16 new
spaces at the site wouldn't be enough
to accommodate city employes and
guests.

Chius agreed, however, that some
sort of parking facility would be
useful for the Newark Street area so
long as the authority could ‘“‘manage”’
and “‘control’” it by mounting a card-
operated gate at its access point.

Joseph W. Hottendorf, authority
executive director, said a group of
students from Stevens Institute of
Technology surveyed the lot and con-
cluded it could cost as high as $14,000
to repair a ‘‘dip in the rear of the lot”
and to make the site suitable for park-

ing. ‘

: Ranieri was chided lightly by Hot-
tendorf for his refusal to move his car
along with some 40 others, from
Garage G to Garage B at the Grogan
Marine View Plaza. Hottendorf said
Garage G is oversubscribed and that
perhaps the only way to compel
customers to relocate will be to raise
the $20 monthly rate at Garage G.
Commissioners Richard F. England
Jr. and John B. Muciaccia objected,
however, saying that such a move

would be penalizing patrons for?

selecting one garage over another.

Nieves, left, and Julio Martis

COURT MOVES — Hoboken Junior Basketball League players Giancarlo
find themselves playing round

ball in the

hallway of the city Muiti-service Center with James Farino, recreation
rtment director, and Mayor Steve Cappiello. The horseplay was in an-
ticipation of the league’s opening tip-off last Saturday.

Seek to demolish 300 sites i

Hoboken Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri today will seek a
million commitment from the city’s
Community Development Agency
(CDA) for a large-scale demolition
program aimed at about 300 substan-

tenement houses.

Ranieri will meet today with CDA
Director Fred M. Dado and Joseph
Cicala, director of the neighborhood
preservation program, to push for the
commitment of CDA funds for the
three-year program.

“I would like to couple it with the

‘Council delays computerizing)/,

Plans to computerize Hoboken's

The violations bureau- as ’;:’

processing of ‘all parking tickets have
been temporarily sidetracked by the
City Council so it can get more infor-
mation,

A resolution authorizing Hoboken
to enter into a contract with East
Orange for the processing of parking
tickets at a cost of 25 cents each was
tabled at the request of Second Ward
Councilman Walter S. Cramer at last
week's meeting,

“Our main question is, Will it be
worth it?"’ said Cramer. ‘““The council
is concerned with the number of
tickets processed for people who do
pay the fines on time and why they too
have to be processed by the computer.

“The council is also bothered by
the wording of the contract since it
calls for automatic renewal if the city
doesn't take any action to terminate
It

“I think most of us would prefer
to have the termination automatic un-
less the city decides to renew and for-
am‘ajlly does so by resolution,” he ad-
ed.

Cramer said he planned to take up
these matters with Judge Rudolph R.
Naddeo and Mrs. Marion Roland,

y

1

chief violations clerk, and report back
to the council at next Monday night's
caucus,

“If we are satisfied that the com-
puterization is worthwhile and will
continue to provide an efficient and
money-saving operation, even after
the backjog of tickets has been
eliminated, and the legal questions on
the contract ironed out, I think we
will be able to act on it at the Feb. 2
meeting,”" he added.

backlog of approximately 30,000 un-
paid parking tickets, some almost a
year old. The computerization of the
tickets is expected to reduce the
backlog by getting motorists to pay up
what they owe. It will be automatical-
ly sending out supplemental notices to
the motorists with unpaid tickets
reminding them that they owe the
money and face comtempt of court
charges if they don’t pay up.

awarding of 200 more units of
rehabilitated housing,” said the coun-
cilman. “'If we are to continue with
the rehabilitation program and take
one step further in the hope of en-
couraging totally new housing, there
must be a demolition program to go
with it.”

Ranieri said that there are ap-
proximately 300 substandard tene-
ments in the city that are not worth
repairing or rehabilitating.

“They are scattered throughout
the city but most are in the Third and
Fourth wards,” he said. ‘‘There real-
ly isn’t much of a choice involved.
Rehabilitation can go only so far.
Eventually we will reach-.a point
where either the remaining buildings
that are substandard are not fit for
rehabilitation or enough buildings
cannot be put together into parcels
that make rehabilitation feasible.

““The only way the city can make
sure that its redevelopment doesn’t
stop there is to have land available for
new housing units.”

Hoboken may fail rechec 7
of sewage treatment plant/+;

By Peter Hallam
_ Hoboken has a good chance of

failing the re-inspection of its sewage
treatment plant tomorrow by the
state Department of Environmental
Protection, according to Public
Works Director Raphael P. Vitale.

The director said today that the
plant has been ‘‘hard-hit” by the re-
cent cold spell resulting in the curtail-
ment of some portions of the opera-
tion.

“It isn’t that we have experienced
exceptional problems,” he continued.

“The weather has been so bad that
making the repairs has become very
difficult. Everything has been icing
up and men can work under conditions
like this for just so long before it
starts affecting them and their per-
formance.”

However, the director said that
everything possible would be done to
make sure the plant was fully
operational by tomorrow morning's
inspection.

‘] assigned men to work over the

weekend continuing with the
repairs,” he said. ‘‘And f'll have them

work around the. clock tonight if I
have to.”

The plant originally was in-

spected by the state last October.

However, the report of its findings
wasn't completed and returned to the
city until last month. As a result of
the report and the city's claim that
much of what was recommended in it
had been done, a re-inspection was
scheduled for tomorrow morning.

| .%/77

Ranieri said that under his
proposal yet to be created the city or
a city agency would acquire the slum
buildings, relocate any tenants,
demolish the structures and then seek
contractors interested in building new
homes or developing light industry.

The councilman added that he
was also seeking the commitment of
Mayor Steve Cappiello to the slum
clearance program,

“I have basic council support for
the program although there are a few
council members who are not entirely
for continued rehabilitation,” he said.

‘“‘However, 1 believe that is
because they are not entirely familiar
with the concepts of the new federal
rehabilitation programs which
eliminate most tax abatements and
see that the municipalities get a
fairer and more consistant tax return
on the properties in keeping with the
general tax rate of the community.”

Ranieri said that under the new
Section 8 program, the owners of
rehabilitated properties pay regular
taxes and tax increases. Their profits
come from the rent subsidies the te-
nants received from the federal
government, He said that buildings
scheduled for rehabilitation are as-
sessed at the current rate prior to
rehabilitation and pay the regular tax
rate to the city. If there is a general
reassessment of all property, it too is
reevaluated. g

“Once the council fully under-

stands the new program, I don’t think
their objections will continue,” he as-
serted.

Hoboken
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Mayaor Bteve Cappiello read a resolution commemorating'
the lives of Mrs. Natalie ‘‘Dolly” Sinatra and Mrs. Anne Car-
bone at the city council meeting Tuesday, Mrs. Sinatra,
mother of entertainer, Frank Sinatra, and Mrs. Carbone,
were killed in a plane crash in California recently, They hide any information Director
were both long-time Hoboken residents.

tion

admiristration of the local govern-
ment,

‘““There are many serious
problems facing Hoboken, in spite of
the turnaround that is so obvious to
everyone,” continued Cappiello. “We
have some very real crises on the
horizon. One of them is the city’s
determination to update its sewage
treatment plant in spite of federal,
state and county opposition. We must
have unity in this pursuit if we are to
succeed.”

Romano said he will support the
mayor's selections for councilmen-at-
large and expects.to be in on the
selection process with the mayor.

The councilman admitted that he
has had his differences in the past
with Cappiello and may have more in
the future, but none of them is worth
disrupting the city to prove a point.
He said he believed he and the mayor
can work out any problem that may
arise.

Bartletta tells

W)
school board:

no bills, no $

Another confrontation is develop-
ing between Hoboken city and school
board officials.

Frank J. Bartletta, the city’s
director of revenue and finance and
the custodian of schools funds, says
henceforth he won’t sign any more
checks for the school board unless the
board supplies him with copies of the
bills and the claims, with the board’s
seal affixed. But the boaerd's attorney,
Robert W. Taylor, says Bartletta is
“exceeding his authority’’ and has no
right to refuse to sign the bills.

According to Bartletta, he is
sending a letter to the school board
secretary, Thomas A. Gallo, advising
him that in addition to the informa-
*'on the school beard hgs been sending

with its requests for payment, it must
also include a certified copy of the
minutes of all meetings, both regular
and special. i
b ;n;le inggrmatlon' ihe school

ard has been supplying is not

enough,” he said. J"‘lyhem.- is no
definitive breakdown of what the pay-
ment encompasses, just a lump Sum
and a brief description, There aren’t
any details and I don't feel that I am
protecting myself or the city by ac-
cepting them this way."”

However, Taylor said Bartletta
assumed no liability for the checks or
claims by signing them.

“The main duty of the school
custodian is to make sure that there
are funds available to pay the
claims,” said Taylor. ‘“He not
responsible for their content or the
board’s action in approving them. The

checks also bear the signatures of the
school board president and the
secretary, who are legally responsi-
ble for them.”

Taylor said Barletta is also
responsible for having prepared a
number of reports but has been ignor-
ing this responsibility for more than a
year. ’ . ;
According to Taylor, the state

Department of Education performed
an audit and survey of the board
records and procedures last year at
the city’s request. A report on the
findings was sent to the board and city
in September. -It noted that the
monthly and annual reports that were
supposed to be made out by Bartlet-
ta’s office were not being filed.

‘““This 'matter was brought to the
_city’s attention during a meeting a
week or so later,” he continued.
““Nothing happened. It was brought up
again a few weeks later at another
meeting, and at that time Director
Bartletta requested a written ex-
planation. On Dec. 16 I wrote a letter
to the director advising him of the
reports that were needed and of his
duties as custodian of school funds.
The letter was sent to the mayor, I
have not received a response.

Taylor said he did not know if the
school board would agree to Bartlet-
ta's request for the additional infor-
mation. However, he added that it
would create an additional burden on
the board and serve no useful pur-

| pose.

“The board has mnever tried to

Bartletta may have wanted or refused
that information to him,"” Taylor con-*
tinued. “It's a matter of public
record. If he questioned any bills sub-

hit school boards’ bash

By Willlam Taft

Authorities probed the recent
$5,600 school boards’ bash on three
fronts today.

Hudson County Prosecutor James
0'Halloran subpoenaed county educa-
tion department records concerning
the affair and said he would pursue “a
comple.e investitgation.”

County Schools Superintendent
Russell W. Carpenter, an appointee of
the state Department of Education,
summoned the presidents of all 13
boards of education in Hudson to meet
with him tomorrow night to explain
the bash. .

In Hoboken, Councilman-at-large
Robert A. Ranieri wrote to state At-
torney General William F. Hyland
and the state Department of Educa-
tion at Trenton demanding a “‘yes or
no'" answer as to wehther the $5,600
expenditure for the affair is legal;
and Frank Bartletta, Hoboken's
custodian of school monies, sent a
similar request to Vincent B.
Calabrese, assistant commissioner of
the state Department of Education.

The $5,600 bash was a cocktail
party and dinner given by the as-
sociated School Boards of Hudson

County Dec. 3 at Stevens Institute in

Hoboken.
0’Halloran told The Jersey Jour-

nal he is looking into ‘‘possible im-
proprieties.”

He said he would check with all 13 ;‘lijsyogfitce because he was on grand
_ . ry duty.
boards involved, and their Carpenter said his session with

secretaries, to get the facts.

The prosecutor said he was es-
pecially interested in finding out who
attended the affair.

An investigator for O'Halloran in-
terviewed Carpenter and served him
with a subpoena to produce all
records dealing with the bash. the-spot determination.”

Carpenter said he had none. He also In his letter to the state officials
;stmd he had had no part in arranging Ranieri asked two questions: ‘
! “Is it correct to s i

Subsequently O'Halloran learned monies, earmarked for p:;:ca‘:robnl;ﬁ
that Charlgs Weening, an aide to purposes, for food, liquor and enter-
Carpenter, is reported to be the one tainment?
who told the party hosts how many “Is it correct for these or any
dinner reservations to make for each other public funds to be expended
school board at the affair. Weening, without express authorization by
who is the child study supervisor for resolution by the board of education
thecoum_y education department, was itself? In short, can any employe or
at that time the acting secretary for member obligate the board for ‘food
the school boards' association. liquor and entertainment,’ without' ‘
formal authorization?"’

Bartletta's letter called attention
to the fact that he is holding up the
checks drawn by the Hoboken board
to pay Hoboken's share of the cost of
the bash, which comes to $2,395.17,
Bartletta asked for an immediate
clear determination as to whether
the bills are legal, and proper.

the school board presidents tomorrow
night will be closed to the press and
public. “I want to hear their side —
the background of what happened,"
he said.

At the close of the meeting,
Caprenter said, he will make *‘an on-

O’Halloran then said he would in-
terview Weening,

Carpenter said that he had not !
known of Weening's connection with
the bash but would ask him on Mon-
day to produce any records he has and
would turn them over to the gpg
prosecutor.

He said Weening was away from

v

Hoboken
tells of terror

4 F hy /77
f{) atrol

in city projects

Are residents of the Hoboken
Housing Authority’s projects on
Harrison and Jackson streets getting
adequate police protection?

According to a member of the
Hoboken Auxiliary Police, which
patrols most of the authority's area,
incidents have become so numerous
for the auxiliary force to handle that
residents are “living in terror.”

Acting on the complaint of Frank
Thurston, an officer in the auxiliary
foree. Councilman-at-large Robert A.

Ranieri has asked Police Chief
George W. Crimmins to review the
situation to see if the regular police
are doing enougi.

“The chief said that we have two
Tactical Patrol Force (TPF) men as-
signed to patrol in the area of
Harrison and Jackson Gardens and
that this was adequate protection
coupled with the auxiliaries,” Ranieri
said. ““However, he has consented to

review the situation to see -if it
somehow might be improved.”

Thurston appeared at last week's
council meeting and told the council
that residents of the two large pro-
Jects and several smaller ones in the
complex were being terrorized by
large groups of youths who were
congregating in the haliways.

He added that muggings and as-
saults were on the increase and it was
generally believed that the gangs
were responsible. ;

“I have looked into Thurston's
complaints and I find that thany resi-
dents are greatly afraid for their own
safety,” said the councilman. “Their
apartments have become fortresses.
Many won't go out after dark. Some
are even afraid to venture out in the
daytime uniess they are accompanied
by a friend or neighbor.”

Ranieri said that it was recom-
mended by Thurston that the first
course of action should be the empty-
ing out of the hallways.

“Thurston said that the auxiliary
police try to clear out the hallways
but as soon as they leave the area to

| check the other buildings the youths

are right back in again,”’ he con-
tinued;

mitted for payment we made a point
of sending him a copy of the bill."”
Taylor said he would .take the
matter of the reports from Bartletta
up with the school board. However, no
action would be taken on the direc-
tor’s letter until it was received and

discussed. .

o, 7 /347 B iESHP AT,

A< Hoboker Mayor Steve Capiello ‘‘enthusiastically en-
dorsed” the campaign to bring the battleship USS New
Jersey to his eity.

A veteran of the U.S. Navy during World War 2 when the
“Big J”' began her career which spanned three wars, Cap-
piello noted that his administration has been ‘‘vigorously in-
volved in developing the potential of the city's waterfront. I
find the proposal to bring the city’s image to one of positive
thinking with solid accomplishments. 1t would also provide
jobs for local residents and provide a stimulus for business in
and around the proposed site.”

Capiello noted that Hoboken, through the Community
Development Agency, has made application to state and
federal agencies for $6 million for a proposed rehabilitation
of the Erie-Lackawanna Terminal, which has been declared
a national landmark.

The mayor noted that the “‘proposed development of the
Erie-Lackawanna Terminal will be a boon to the city.
Integrating the USS New Jersey into this complex would be
of extreme importance and added advantage in providing a
meaningful and progressive redevelopment of this vital area
and would do much to revitalize the southern section of the
city."”

¥
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Dreams unfulfilled: the lot is e

Hudson, River, First and Second sts
City officials had aiso agreed to lease

$750,000 for office space in the building,

even though they admitted they didn‘t

By TERRY BRENNAN

The empty eyesore at the corner of
Hudson and First sts. was once an im-
portant spoke in Hoboken’s revolving

wheel to financial solvency.

The fenced-in lot, the site of a pro-
jected 15-story office and motel complex
once slated to lure firms from New York,
now barely houses a 10-foot concrete
foundation in a hole on its River st.

The complex was proposed three
years ago by Jersey City developer Ber-

nard F. Kenny.

““Kenny claims he could have at-
tracted quite a few firms to the city if he
had space available when they wanted to
move last. year,”” Counciiman-at-large
Robert Ranieri said yesterday. ‘"He ap-
parently had to have a commitment on
getting the

definite leases before

backing.’’

While Ranieri said the structure would
have been "‘a feather in Hoboken’s cap’’

- May refinance garage bond issue/;

A delegation from the Hoboken
Parking Authority will attend Monday
night's city council caucus to discuss
the possibility of refinancing the
authority's $8.5 million parking gar-
age construction bond issue, it was
learned today.

The authority has been in-
vestigating the possibility for several
months by talking with various
bonding firms, a spokesman said.

“There are advantages and disad-
vantages,” he said. ‘‘The advantages
are that a new bond issue would
reduce the annual payments that have

to be made and might include an ad-
ditional grace period of several years

if it had been produced with private
funds, Kenny has apparently run info
problems getting sufficient finding.
Ranieri said Kenny still “appears to be
inching closer to a final mortgage com-

mitment.’”’

side.

“Apparently,

when no payments have to be made at
all. This would take some of the pres-
sure off the city, which is committed
to paying the twice-a-year payments
as long as the authority can't.

“The disadvantages are that in
order to do this, we have to float a
new bond issue for a greater amount
for a longer period of time. And when
the bond issue has been paid off, the
total amount paid out will greatly ex-
ceed what we were originally com-
mitted to under the $8.5 million is-
sue.”

According to the spokesman,
reaction to the proposal from
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Dickers With Firms

“Kenny has been dickering with Wall
Street firms who want to come over here
to avoid New York’'s harsh stock
transfer taxes,’’ Rainieri said.
those signing leases
wanted definite commitments and he
couldn’t offer it before getting the
mortgage,’’ he added. ‘It seems the
backers also demanded definite leases
before granting the mortgage. So each
was dependent on the other.”

Ranieri said Kenny purchased the
site of the proposed complex from the
Hoboken Housing Authority as part of a
deal for withdrawing from an agreement
to develop the whole area between

need it.

They had apparently offered to lease
one full floor of space in return for Ken-

ny‘s agreement to
officially from a
against the city.

the suit.

backing,

authority and city council members
has been mixed.

‘“Some don’t like the idea of going
deeper in debt,”” he continued.
“Others, however, feel that the
breather may give the authority the
time it needs to make the parking gar-
ages a paying proposition, enough so
that its annual income wiil be enough
to meet the financial commitments
without having to rely on the city.

“The meeting is for the purpose
of discussing the pros and cons
further.” ’

Also up for discussion will be a
proposal to develop two vacant city-
owned lots at 74-78 Bloomfield St.

échool board has

Hoboken's board of education
already has over-spent the appropria-
tion in its current budget for dinners,
liguor and incidental amenities,
although the school year stili has five
months to go.

The board has been writing
checks for this type of expenditure -
against a budget line reading ‘‘Per-
sonnel meetings.” The budget for the
1976-77 year starting last g%tember
provided $3,000 on this line. But as of
today the board alread{ has incurred
obligations of this kind totaling
$4,460.11.

Thomas A. Gallo, the board's
secretary, said the bills can be paid
by taking money away from ap-
propriations for other purposes. The
nearest of these is ‘‘Transportation
for workshops (conventions, etc.),”
for which the board appropriated
$8,000 in the current school year.

But Gallo said any excess expen-
ditures on the ‘‘personnel meeting’’
line do not have to be taken out of the
appropriation for travel expenses to
workshops and conventions.

The money to pay the bills, he
said, will be found somewhere,
“regardless of just where it comes
from.” ‘

“It will be taken from wherever
it's available,” he added.

A ‘“personnel meeting’ is one
which the public and press are not
notified of, and at which they are
barred on the ground that the only
matters to be discussed concern hir-
ing or firing and problems connected
with employes’ conduct and services.
This is permitted under the state’s
‘““Sunshine Law."”

Hohboken's board held 14 of these
private meetings at which (osten-
sibly) only such matters were brought
up, within a four-month period.

no dinne

At its regular meeting in
September the baord voted to pay a
bill for $118 submitted by the Cellar
restaurant (no date given); and a bill
from Casella’s restaurant for $383.80
for meetings Aug. 10 and 24.

At the regular October board
meeting a bill from Leo’s Grandevous
restaurant for $41.90 (no date given)
was paid. ;

In November the board paid a
$42.50 bill from Casella's, (no date
given); a $200.85 bill from the Cellar
for meetinfs Aug. 9 and Oct. 12; and a
$65.70 bill from Leo’s Grandevous for
a meeting Oct. 20.

In December the board voted to
pay $323.95 to Casella’s for meetings
Nov. 9 and Nov. 23; a $23 bill from the
Cellar for a meeting Nov. 25; and an
$85.35 bill from Leo’s for meetings
Oct. 26 and Nov. 15.

In January the board voted $86.75
for a meeting at Leo's (no date

The suit had reportedly demanded
more than $1 million for costs Kenny's
partner, Joseph Comparetto, claimed he
had incurred in planning the develop-
ment. Kenny denied any participation in

Ranieri said Kenny claims he has
lease commitments fer office space
from a few firms, but the councilman ad-
mits it’s a very bad time to get financial

disassociate himself
lawsvuit threatened

into a parking lot for municipal em-
ployes and’guests. The city wants
the authority tb operate the lot.

The spokesman said that a
proposal from Councilman-at-large
Francis X. Leah;' for the removal of
parking meters Irom in front of the
International Longshoremen’s As-
sociation (ILA) clinic on Hudson
Street would be discussed, too,

According to Leahy, addtional
free parking is needed for clinic
patients who must now park at half-
hour metered spots. He said that half-
an-hour was inadequate to ac-
comodate the ill and the meters
should be taken out entirely.

r dollars

given),

These were all for ‘‘personnel
meetings.” Another bill paid by the
board in October was for $26.25, for
Casella’s, for “lunch-school inspec-
tion.”

Another bill voted in December
was for $717.60 for six ‘‘pre-meeting
conferences’’ within a period of 29
days early in 1975.

In December the board also voted
$890.17 for Van's liquor store for bot-
tles of liquor at the annual party of
the Hudson County Education Boards
Association, Dec. 3, which was hosted
by Hoboken; and $540 for entertain-
ment and $225 for flowers.

In January the board also voted
$709.20 as its Hoboken's pro-rated
share of the cost of the dinners,
sandwiches, soda, hors d'oeuvres and
bar service at the annual party.

Await decision on cut school funds /"7

Hoboken will have to wait at least
another week to find out the state
Department of Education's decision
on the board’s appeal of the $680,000
cut from its 1976-77 budget by the city
council.

A spokesman for the
department’s Division of Disputes
and Controversies said today that
August Thomas, head of the division
and the hearing officer for the
Hoboken appeal, has not concluded
his review of the hearing transcript
and only this week received some of
the additional material he had asked
the school board for.

“Director Thomas expects to con-
clude his review and make a recom-

it

mendation to the commissioner
sometime next week,” the spokesman
said. “‘A decision should also be made
next week."”

The two-day appeal hearing was
conducted last month in the offices of
the Hudson County superintendent of
schools in Jersey City. The school
board wants the entire $680,000 rein-
stated. It also wants Education Com-
missioner Fred G. Burke to order the
to put up an additional $1.5
million to be used for the payment of

.teachers during July and August.

Meanwhile, the school board has
reached some additional devjsions on
its planned hot lunch program but
can't implement any of them until it

knows whether it’s going to get back
the money cut by the council.

According to Otto Hottendorff, a
member of the board’s buildings com-
mittee, the money, or part of it, will
be needed to make some changes at
the Joseph F. Brandt and Thomas G.
Connors schools to accommodate the
lunch program.

“We gad some problems deter-
mining how we were going to set up
the programs at the two schools,” he
said. ‘At Brandt it was finding a
place where the students could eat.
And at Connors it was finding suitable
space for the kitchen area. Both have
‘been resolved.

“At Brandt, the platforms on the
balcony of the auditorium will be
removed to make a flat area. Tables
and chairs will be put in and the stu-

dents can eat their hot lunches there.
The auditorium, or a small portion of
it, in Connors will be used for the
lunch preparation area. Our fire in-
spectors have approved that plan but
we still have to get the state’s ap-
proval.” : :

Hottendorf said that ti:e money t0
pay for the remodeling will have to
come from the funds the state is con-
sidering for reinstatement.

He added that a seepage problem
in the basement of the new mini-
school has been corrected, but $6,356
owed to the contractor, Pisani and
DeBari, is still being held by the
school board.

“We are withholding payment un-
til the engineer for the project cer-
tifies that the corrections are to his
satisfaction,” he said.

smply

~1, Jury hears Crimmins

saved and improved.

Architecture and Planning at

Robert Ranieri

MANY THANKS — Mayor Steve Capplello of H
titicates of appreciation to two of the volunteers w

inoculation program in

the state health department, are Louis Oretice, center,

End Hoboken, jl%s?q_j

A Hoboken councilfhan wants the
city’s Community Development Agency
to commit a large chunk of its federal
funds to demolish substandard tenement
houses — buildings that have violations
of the housing code.

The city could declare such struc-
tures condemned and force the occu-
pants out, but it cannot compel the owner
to demolish them. Demolition costs from
$5,000 to $20,000 a building.

Ridding the city of its remaining
slums would help Hoboken rise to the
front rank of desirable places in which to
live.

‘By RICHARD DRABIK
Hoboken has something in its look and character which
“couldn’t be reproduced at any cost,” and Columbia Univer-
sity students tonight will show how the best of the city can be
The presentation by students of the Graduate School of

months of research and study, will be made from 7 to 10 p.m.

oboken, left, presents cer-

Columbia, the result of several

‘Ways to save, improve

1/26))09 12

Hoboken are proposed

at Hoboken's Multi-Service Center at Second and Grand sts.

The historic preservation project focused on three distinct
neighborhoods: one, the area between First and Second sts.,
where distinctive architectural qualities were found; second,
Washington st., between First and Second sts., where
storefront restoration and public improvements could
enhance business, and third, the largely commercial zone
between Washington st., and the old Erie-Lackawanna Ter-
minal, which a Columbia spokesman described as ‘‘Hoboken's

finest landmark, whose reuse will have a significant impact on
its surroundings, which includes many of the city's architec-
turally important buildings.”

The program's spokesman said the approach taken by the
students was that “‘the best solution for many urban problems
may be conservation and restoration of the environment that

already exists.”

He said Hoboken's strategic position, directly opposite

ho asaisted in the swine flu

Hoboken. Recelving the citations, which came from

and Frances Cracolici,

Lose funds for 15 jobs%%

Hoboken is losing funds for about 15 jobs and
may be forced to curtail many activities at the
city’s new Multi-Service Center at Second and
Grand streets, Mayor Steve Cappiello said today.

The mayor said that the Comprehensive
Employment and Training Act program (CETA)
has notified the city’s Community Development
Agency (CDA) that a special $125,000 grant, éch
was used to hire personnel to get the center
operating, won’t be renewed. :

“Of primary concern is the fact that some of
these jobs are guard positions,” said the mayor.
“The guards are most important because it is
through their efforts that we have been able to
keep vandalism at the center to a minimum,

"~ “All of the jobs are important because they
are held by Hoboken people and losing them
means 15 or so residents who will be out of work.”

Cappiello met yesterday with CDA Director,
Fred M. Bado and Peter Beronio, director of the
Multi-Service Center for the CDA, to discuss what
action the city should take. No decision was made.

The mayor said that he will be reaching out for
county, state and federal legislators for their help
in getting the funds restored for another year.

Bribe pro

By ROMAN CZAJKOWSKY

A Hudson County grand jury has subpoenaed
Hoboken police department records in connec-
tion with its investigation of a gambling
kickback scheme involving high police and city
officials, according to sources close to the
county prosecutor’s office.

The police department records will be used
“to lay the ground work of the grand jury’s in-
vestigation,” the sources said. While it was not
disclosed that records were subpoenaed,
sources indicated they were ‘“wide-ranging.”

Hoboken police chief George Crimmins and
PBA president James Behrens were sub-
poenaed last week to go before the grand jury,
which started its probe last Friday.

Crimmins appeared before the grand jury
for nearly four hours last Friday and is

Hoboken co//J  d

be

rabs

/D,

ata

poenas will be issued and will not be
restricted to police officials.

The county invesiigation follows a series of
reports by The Dispatch last October that high
Hoboken officials were taking payoffs from
local gamblers to allows bookmaking opera-
tions in the city. Both police and municipal of-
ficials have denied knowledge of the kickback
setup.

The Dispatch reported, however, that the
scheme was so widely known that police union
officials successfully pressured City Hall for a
favorable labor contract by threatening to
close down gambling operations unless union
demands were met.

The county prosecutor’s office and state
police initiated independent investigations
following the published reports.

Manhattan, but cushioned at the west by the Palisades and at
the north and south by the two Hudson River tunnels, and the
city's stock of fine 19th century buildings, make it ideal for
historic preservation.

In Hoboken, he said, the buildings ‘have largely retained
their original architectural qualities. This, plus a large
measure of community pride, have put Hoboken in a position
to reverse its historic decline, a process that naturally began
several years ago with the activities of the city’s Community
Development Agency.”

Francone,
Vitale back
Cappiell

By Peter Hallam /)27 77~7'.'f

Some of Hoboken's Democratic
strongmen have begun to follow the
lead of First Ward Councilman
Anthony H. Romano in endorsing the
re-election bid of Mayor Steve Cap-
piello.

Fourth Ward Councilman Louis
Francone and Public Works Director
Raphael P, Vitale, president of Fran-
cone’s political club, announced today
that they are endorsing the mayor for
re-election. Both were reported to be
strongeﬁv in Romano’s corner had he
decided to challenge the mayor.

~ Francone, who has been con-
sistently been one of the city’s top
vote getters since first entering office
more than 20 years ago, disclosed last
week that he was ‘‘sticking with
Romano” on any political decisions.
It was this announcement that is
believed to have forced the political
truce between Romano and Cappiello.

In making their endorsements,
Vitale and Francone echoed the senti-
ments of the mayor and Romano—
that the big loser in any confrontation
between the city’s political
heavyweights would be the city.

“We have to have unity,” as-
serted Francone. “A political fight
among us won't do anyone any good.”

e removal of Romano as a can-
didate leaves Andrew J. Amato
as the mayor’s main opponent at this
time—and it appears Amato is going
to stick it out, ,

“I'm still running,” he said.

However, Amato admitted that
the peace treaty between Romano
and Cappiello hasn’t enhanced his

.chance in May.

“An open fight between them
would have been good for me,” he
said. “I'm pretty sure that with both
of them running I could have forced a
run-off, maybe even made it myself.

“Now that they’'ve made up, I
don’t know what my chances are.
But who knows what can happen
between now and May. I don’t mind
being an underdog. It makes you work
harder. What chance did they give
Jimmy Carter two years ago.”

| Hoboken gets

dockers’ only
hiring hall />

Hoboken will become the only

Investigators from the prosecutor’s office
have reportedly interviewed scores of persons
prior to the convening of the grand jury probe.

city in Hudson County with-a.
longshoremen’s hiring hall on or
about April 1, it was learned tocay.
Two hiring centers operated by
the New York-New Jersey Waterfront
Commission—one at Harborside Ter-
minal in Jersey City and the other on
Hudson Street in Hoboken—are being
shut down, a spokesman for the
bistate agency said today.
According to the spokesman,
Gerry Klied, the new center will be
located at 72-74 Newark St., the old
Jersey Observer building across from
Hoboken City Hail. The agency has

scheduled to appear again tomorrow. Behrens
remains on call.
Sources close to the probe said more sub-

said to be a multi-million dollar-a-yer
operation.

The county prosecutor's office and
state police began independent in-
vestigations following the bribe
reports.

State police were said to have
suspectec widespread gambling in
Hoboken for some time. prior to the
published reports. The state police
were unable to stop the gaming,
however, due to a manpower shortage
and the tight-knit nature of Hoboken,
according to an informed source.

Crimmins and Behrens have

By JIM BENSON

Hoboken Police Chief George Crim-
mins appeared all day yesterday
before a county grand jury in-
vestigating an alleged gambling
bribery scheme involving police and
municipal officials.

It was the second time the grand
jury has met and the second time
Crimmins has testified before it. The
probe is expected to continue next
Friday. according to sources.

So far, only Crimmins and Hoboken
Patrolman James Behrens have been
subpoenaed to testify in the case.
Behrens has been on call but has not

The grand jury has also received
Hoboken police records in connection
with the investigation.

The probe follows a series of arti-
cles in The Dispatch in October charg-
ing that high city officials were
receiving thousands of dollars each
week as payoffs to allow extensive
gaming operations in Hoboken.

Patroiman Behrens is Hoboken
Policemen’s Benevolent Assn. (PBA)
president.

Threatened Crackdown

The Dispatch reported that police
threatened to arrest the gamblers and

At least ask 78 77

The tenants of the Harrison Gardens
and Andrew Jackson Gardens public
housing projects in Hoboken who say
they live in terror are apparently out of

Chief George Crimmins

Hoboken won't add polic/ )
to housing project patrois

No additional Hoboken policemen
will be assigned to patrol the city’s
housing authority area even though
members of the auxiliary police say
they can no longer give project resi-
dents adequate protection.

Chief George W. Crimmins com-
pleted a review today of police ac-
tivities in the area of the authority’s
projects on Harrison and Jackson
streets since last September and,
based on that, says additional patrols
are not feasible.

‘Any response to requests for
more police protection must be

appeared.

A source close fo the investigation
yesterday indicated that more than 10
persons would eventually be sub-
poenaed. The source said those sub-

poenaed would not all be police.

geared to the manpower available to
answer them,” he said, ‘‘Based on the
available manpower, the number of
incidents and what is already being
done to provide police protection, I
feel we are making an adequate
response."’

The chief was asked to review the

close down their operations as
leverage in contract negotiations with

city officials.

-

N L
A

situation in the projects last week by
Councilman-at-large, Robert A.
Ranieri after an awsiliary police
superior had told him and the city
council that tenants of the Harrison
and Jackson Gardens projects were
“living in fear” because of gangs con-
gregating in the hallways. :
Another elderly resident of the
projects, a woman, was mugged
Tuesday afternoon in the elevator of
the apartment building at 400
Marshall Drive. The woman was not
injured, her daughter reported. But
she did lose her pocketbook and her

City and police officials have denied
knowledge of the alleged gambling
kickback scheme. The Gambling was .

money, and some groceries that the
mugger took with him.

Crimmins said he believed that
part of the problem might be that two
Tdctical Patrol Force Officers as-
signed to the project area were walk-
ing their posts together.

Crimmins conceded that added
police in the area would probably
reduce the number of incidents but he
doesn’t have unlimited manpower to
draw from for such added protection.

declined comment on the subpoenas
and have been directed by the grand
jury not to discuss their testimony.
Deputy First Assistant Prosecutor
Edward McGill is in charge of the
Hudson County investigation.

luck for the present.

The police say they do not have the
manpower to provide more protection
from young marauders who occupy the
project halls. The Housing Authority
says it does not have the money to hire
more security guards.

The authority says it is asking the
federal government for money to beef up
security measures and to hire more
guards. But this is not a simple
procedure of ask and you shall receive.

It might be helpful if the Hoboken
city administration would ask our
representatives in Congress to lend their
weight toward obtaining this federal sup-
port.

Meanwhile, if the heusing projects
are being terrorized and the police and
Housing Authority can do nothing, why
doesn’t the city ask the governor to send
in the state guard to keep law and order
until the local forces can protect local
life and property?

rented the first floor of the building
and alterations are now under way.
Klied said the two centers were
being combined into one as an ef-
ficiency move. The new center will be

called the Hudson County Employ-
ment Information Centér and will
serve all Hudson County
longshoremen.

He explained that the centers were
used as central hiring points when ex-
tra longshoremen were needed for
work on the various piers throughout
the port. However, through improved
operations, including the use of com-
puters, the agency can now usually
determine how many extra men will
be needed at any location the dav
before; this has greatly reduced the
need for two centers.

Klied said the new center will
handle anywhere from 20 to 400
longshoremen daily.
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e Hunt for Crew
Whose Ship May Come In

By DANIEL HAYS

A group in Hoboken is looking for nine Navy combat veterans to

do battle for a battleship.

The men being sought all served on the USS New Jersey during World War 11
and the Korean War. The Hoboken Battleship Memorial Committee thinks they
could help boost efforts to get the vessel moored as a permanent attraction at a

pier in Hoboken.

Richard Bozzone, chairman of the committee, said yesterday that nine are
Fireman J.J. Bell, Seaman Apprentice J.J. Farrell, Seaman Apprentice T. Franco
Jr., Fire Control Technician L. Olsen Jr.. Shipfitter Chief F. Pipolo and Fireman
J.E. Walsh, all of Jersey City: Seaman Apprentice J. Silvio of Hoboken, Fireman

Apprentice J.W, Castellucci of Union City and Seaman H.G. Johnson of Kearny.

Volunteer Group

Bozzone, who sald he found the men’s names after research in the library, said
the committee is making a public appeal because it is a volunteer group and

doesn’t have the facilities to track the missing crewman down.

He said it was possible that the men don't know each other since the 885-foot
long vessel had a crew of 2700 and sometimes “a fellow could be on a ship for

several years and not know anyone from his home town.”

Bozzone, who works for the Hoboken Community Development Agency as a
public information officer, said Hoboken would like to tie the ship in with plans
for a shopping complex at the Erie Lackawanna Railroad Terminal on the Hudson

River,

Hoboken's View

_Six other municipalities, Including Jersey City, are also seeking the ship, he
said, but the Hoboken group figures it should be the front-runner because the pier
that is available would require less dredging and the site is close to mass transit

and the New Jersey Turnpike.

Bozzone said the committee thinks it “would be a tremendous tourist attrac-

|

News photo by Bob Koller
Richard T. Bozzone, chairman of the Hoboken Battleship Memerial Committee,

examines model of the New Jersey at Hoboken library.

tion” and it making plans for a l’:undAraising benm;&grﬂ 29&1 the Stanley

Theater in Jersey City. :

The battleship boosters admit that even if the State of New Jersey and the
Defense Department go along with them it won't be a cheap operation. Just to tow
the ship from its mothball dock in Bremerton, Wash., will cost about $700,000,

Bozzone said.,

Municipal

2/

Center

asks Hoboken to
double support

The Center for Municipal Studies
and Services, sometimes called the
Urban Observatory, has asked the
City of Hoboken to think about doubl-
ing its financial support for the center
for 1978, in order to keep it going after
its initial three-year period expires at
the end of this year.

Hoboken is contributing about
$50,000 in 1977, using federal fungs
allotted to the city’s Community
Development Agency.

An approximately equal amount
for 1977 is coming from the National
League of Municipalities, which
receives it from the federal Housing
and Urban Development Department
(HUD). Stevens Institute in Hoboken
is contributing a little over $40,000.

Since the HUD contribution runs
only until the end of this year, Peter
Jerkat, director of the center,
proposed at a meeting of the center's
Policy Board at Stevens yesterday
that Hoboken considc: making up the
difference in 1978.

Mayor Steve Cappiello, speaking

for the city at the meeting, said he
would try to find new sources for the
needed additional funding.

Councilman Robert A, Ranieri,
also attending, said he is in favor of
having the city try to up the added
money.

““The center has been doing a fine
job for Hoboken, especially under the
new director, Mr. Jerkat,”” Ranieri
said. As an example he said the center
was studying solar heating for the
Erie Lackawanna Railroad complex.

Ranieri said he was moderator of
a seminar discussion on the urban
observatories at a convention of the
league in Denver last fall and was in a
position to know that the center in
Hoboken was ‘‘one of the most ac-
complished in the nation.”

Cappiello too said the center ‘‘has
been doing a fine job."” As to whether
Hoboken would increase its CDA
allocation for the center if other pos-
sible sources of assistance fail, the
mayor said ‘‘we will have to wait and
see.”

Injured workers may//

lose pay from Hoboken

Hoboken municipal employes who
are injured on the job may soon find
that their take-home pay is a lot less
‘than it has been in the past, if Second
v(it:lum:uman Walter S. Cramer has his

y. ‘

Cramer said today that he will
meet with Mayor Steve Cappiello and
Law Director Lawrence Florio to dis-
cuss and possibly alter the city's long-
standing practices on disability and
workmen’s compensation.

According to Cramer, the city
usually continued giving full pay to an
employe injured on the job. The
employe then files for workmen's
compensation permanent disability.
If an award is made the city has to

pay that too and the employe gets
both the salary and the award.

“It has to be one or the other,”
said the councilman. “If an employe
is injured, he or she should be taken
off the city payroll and placed on dis-
ability workmen’s compensation. It
would mean a cut in salary but it is
the only fair thing for the city to do.
Hoboken can’t afford to pay an
employe for not working and then
have to pay him again for an award
from the compensation board."

Developer 4/
wants his fe%/ ;
taken off shelf

A ‘Hoboken developer is seeking
payment of $17,600, which represents
the final installment for work com-
pleted at the 42nd Street Union City
Library but which the local board has
withheld, claiming that the project
has faults to be corrected.

Rudolph Orlandini, head of the
Orlandini Construction firm, said he
will meet with members of the
Library Board tomorrow to try and
reach some agreement on the impas-
se

Orlandini claims that the library
has complained of broken tiles and
dirty paint at a reconstruction job he
performed in a section of the library
building. The project was started a

Possible conflict p%g :

in rental of

- Hudson County Prosecutor James
O'Halloran, is investigating the action
of the Hoboken Board of Education in
a limousine from a limousine
in which a board member's
is a half-partner.
he board member, Jack

sky, has been interrogated on
t tter in the prosecutor’s office,
“2 Confirming a report that such an
iivestigation is under way,
(O’Halloran said it is related to his in-
vestigation of the expenditure of
ﬁ.lhuc money for dinmers, liquors,
flowers and entertainment by the
school boards of Hoboken and the
other Hudson County municipalities.
* +'The Hoboken board at its Nov. 9
meeting voted to pay $265 to the
Hoboken Livery Service of 520 Willow
Ave,, Hoboken, for three bills.
The first was $40 for a limousine

limousine

to go empty from Hoboken to Newark
Airport on Nov. 7 to pick up Robert W.
Taylor, board attorney. The second
was $100 for taking Taylor from the
airport to Trenton on the same day.
The third was $125 for taking Taylor

‘from Hoboken to Trenton on Nov.9.

. Taylor said he was in Boston on
Nov. 7 when the board reached him by
telephone and told him to leave im-
mediately to represent its interests in
Trenton in an appeal on salary in-
creases for teachers,

He said he flew to Newark, was
met by the limousine, and was taken
to Trenton.

Raslowsky said the limousine ser-
{i.ce is owned by his wife and Joseph

isa.

Raslowsky voted with the other
board members in approving the bills
for payment,

Landlords can’t save up

year-and-a-half ago for $191,000. The
developer said that the job was an
“in-house’’ project and that whatever
went wrong was from normal every-
day use, not product failure.

He said that the biggest com-
plaint is that the roof is leaking. He
claims that the section of roof he
replaced is not at fault and that he's
willing to prove this once the weather
thaws. He said that he's willing to et
the city agency place the cost of a new
roof — $3,000 — into an escrow ac-
count until roof problem is finalized,
but thinks it unfair to tie up over
$17,000 for an alleged error which
costs far less.

Trainee plan;
irk firemen

An ordinance approved by the Hoboken City
Council last month which provides for 10 fire
trainees in the fire department may be rescinded
or altered following objections from the city’s fire
unions.

Several members of the council are now ex-
pressing doubts about the 10 positions and may
author an amendment eliminating them at the
next council meeting on Feb. 16.

Fireman Michael Bavaro, president of the
Hoboken Fire Fighters Association, and Capt.
William Bergin, president of the Fire Officers As-
sociation, appeared before the council at yester-
day’s meeting and said that they viewed the or-
dinance as a violation of their recently-signed con-
tracts with the city and an attempt to ‘‘break the
unions.”

The two union presidents added that the city
was circumventing Civil Service regulations since
there is a list of men eligible for appointment to
the fire department.

Council President Martin J. Brennan said he
had the ordinance introduced in the belief that it
would allow the city to hire and train local resi-
dents. But Bavaro questioned the motivation ,say-
ing that the city was actually giving local resi-
dents unfair treatment.

“You want to hire local people and train them,
but you turn around and pay them considerably
less than a regular fireman,” he asserted.

Both Bergin and Bavaro said that their men
would not work-with or train the new men if the
city doesn't rescind the ordinance. They added
that they may also institute legal action against
the city and take the matter to the Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission (PERC).

The union presidents said that they had “‘ap-
parently missed the boat’ by not appearing before
the council when it was considering the ordinance
to object. Councilmen Anthony H. Romano and
Francis X. Leahy, said that the only reason they
voted for it was that they believed it wasn’t objec-
tionable to the fire unions.

“Since there weren’'t any formal objections
made we assumed it was okay with the firemen,”
said Romano. Several of the other council
menibers nodded in agreement.

After the meeting, Romano said he would look
into the possibility of having an ordinance drawn
up to amend the other ordinance and remove the 10
training positions from it.

y
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An ordinance eliminating the
right of Hoboken landlords to com-
pound their rent increases if they
miss giving an increase in one year
has been approved by the city council.

The ordinance, which amends the
city’s Rent Leveling and Stabilization
ordinance, also sets the national Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) as the basis
for all rent increases and eliminates a
flat 7 per cent increase that was
allowed each year.

According to Joseph Hottendorf,
rent leveling board chairman, under
the old ordinance, landlords were able
to ‘“double up”' rent increases from
one year to the next if they missed
raising rents in the previous year.

“Under the new ordinance,” he
said, “‘if an owner doesn’'t raise the
rents this year, he can’t come back
next year seeking double the amount
because he missed this year.” He can

send a letter to the tenants tellin;
them that the raise is within the law.’

In other business, the council
received bids on recreation supplies,
one for $5,011 from Stan's Sports
Shop, Hoboken; and one for $23,308
from the Klinger Tire Service Co. of
Jersey City for truck and auto tires.

Bids were g'eceived for the

purchase of a 1977 van and a 1977 tow
truck. The bidders on the van were AC
Chevrolet of Jersey City, $6,487;
Carigliano Truck Service Co. of
Boonton, §6,036; and Bruno Trucking
Co. of Brooklyn, $6,227. Bids from the
same companies on the tow truck
were, AC, $12,086; Carigliano,
$10,977; and Bruno, $10,933.

The van is to be used by the traf-
fic and signal division of the police
department. The tow truck is for the
police garage.

Hudson County Freeholder Vincent J. Fusilli,
left, receives a plaque as first president of the
New Jersey Assoclation of Counties from Mid-
dlesex Freeholder Steve Capestro during a
luncheon at which Fusilli was installed in his

new position. ¥

Fusilli changes 7777
state group’s name

What's in a name? Shakespeare may have
placed little significance in the effect of a name
upon the fragrance of a rose, but Hudson County
Freeholder Vincent J. Fusilli feels differently,

Fusilli, in his first official act as president of
the New Jersey Freeholders Association, changed
the name of the group to the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Counties.

“Not only will our Association of Counties be
involved with freeholders,” he explained, ‘‘but it
will bring in affiliated groups of elected officials,
such as county executives, administrators, county
clerks, registers and sheriffs."”’

proposal. / i 7%

Frank T. Italiano has been hired

Rubbish still //
177
not removed

Large mounds of rubbish that were dumped on
Jefferson Street, Hoboken, near the intersection of
14th Street, and have blocked that street to all
traffic, have not been removed as promised by a

‘nearby carting firm and may not be removed for
some time to come.

Edward MacIntyre, chief sanitation inspector
for the city’s Public Works Department, said the
company did make an effort but weather condi-
tions thwarted the attempt. .

‘““The company brought in a large bulldozer, a
brand new one at that, and tried to move the junk,
but it didn’t budge,” MacIntyre said. ‘I was there
and can vouch that the effort was made, although
unsuccessful.”

According to Maclntyre, the mounds of rub-
bish have become solid blocks of ice. He added
that the street itself is not in good condition with
lots of ruts and potholes. This has caused a very
good bond to form between the rubbish and the
street surface.

““The city could issue summonses but that isn't
going to get the ')unk out of there,”” he continued.
“The company claims that it didn’t dump the junk
there and we can’t prove otherwise, even though it
has agreed to clean it up.”

The company, McDermott Carting, also has
been ordered to remove a number of larger
packer-containers that it has been leaving along
15th Street and that section of Jefferson Street
between 14th and 15th. MacIntyre said that most of
the containers have been removed, but not all,
However, the company is making an effort to do
S0.

MacIntyre added the city has told the com-
pany that the junk can remain where it is as long
as nothing new is dumped there, if it is it will be
cleaned up immediately, and at the first thaw the
removal of the junk will be renewed.

rent raises

c%mmittee for such a report.
At the request of the Public.

by the city to replace Vincent J. Works Department, bids for the
Indelicanto as its municipal accoun- repair of the heating system in the
tant. Idelicato has retired from active Jefferson Street Recreation Center
practice because of poor health. He were disapproved by the council and
and Italiano were partners in the ac- the city authorized to advertise for
counting firm with another accoun- new bids for the installation of a com-
tant. Italiano will complete the 1976 pletely new system. The bids will be
audit and do the 1977 audit for a fee of due at the March 2 meeting.

$21,000.

The council also approved a con-

The council approved the efforts tract with East Orange for the com-
of the Hoboken Battleship Memorial puterization of the parking ticket
Wharf Committee to get Hoboken system at a cost of 25 cents a ticket,.

selected as the
place of the World War II battleship,
the USS New Jersey.

manent resting The contract begins March 1.
Approval was also granted for the
Community Development Agency (C-

However, Second Ward Coun- DA) to use $100,000 of its funds to es-
cilman Walter S. Cramer said that tablish an Economic Development
before the city gets involved in tho ef- Corporation for the purpose of at-
fort any further, he’'d like to know tracting new business and industry to

how much it is going to cost Hoboken the city.
if the effort is successful,

During the public part of the

I.ongshoremen';}_
hall may be /..
short on parking

Hoboken is bracing itself for a
duluge of longshoremen — and their
cars — expected from all around the
county in two short months.

Mayor Steve Cappiello says as
many as 500 men could be motoring
into Hoboken starting April 1 to
‘‘shape up’’ at the new bi-state
Waterfront Commission hiring hall.

Facilities in Jersey City and in
Hoboken, at Hudson Street, are being
shut down to make way for a con-
solidated reporting center at the old
Observer building at Newark and
Washington streets.

Most of the pier workers,
however, will be coming from Jersey
City since there is little activity along
the Hoboken shoreline.

As a means of accommodating
the anticipated influx of cars early
every morning, the city is planning to
transform an eyesore — a refuse-
filled lot containing the remains of
the old Condenser Service plant at
Observer Highway and Bloomfield
Street — into a temporary parking
facility.

The property is being foreclosed
by the city and Cappiello is hopeful
that eventually the city can attract an
investor to develop a ratable on the
site, so only a minimal amount of
money — perhaps $6,000 or $7,000 —
will be spent to clear away the debris,
said Cappiello.

It is unlikely that the city will lay
out an additional $14,000 estimated as
the cost of sfoothing out a section in
the rear of the property or placing

- down asphalt, the mayor added.

Members of the city council were
briefed at last nights caucus by Cap-
piello and representatives of the city
Parking Authority on the future park-
ing demands. A

In other business, it appears that
the city lawmakers are now receptive,
to signing an agreement with East
Orange for computerizing the proces-
sing of parking tickets.

Mrs. Marion Roland, city viola-
tions bureau chief, told the coun-
cilmen about one of every four park-
ing tickets issued locally goes unpaid.
She said about one year elapses
before a second violation notice is
mailed to the delinquent motorist.

But with the East Orange com-
puter system, said Mrs. Roland, the
scofflaw would be more likely to get
the notice and tacked-on penalty fee
in six weeks.

However, the computer system,
according to Mrs. Roland will only
provide a list of motorist's who ha-
ven't answered their summonses. The
violations bureau staff must stiil
“bear the expense of envelopes and
postage in sending out the notices,”
she said. "

Under the proposed agreement,
Hoboken would have 90 days before
the end of the one-year contract to
notify East Orange if it wanted to dis-
continue the arrangement.

At the suggestion of Councilman
Walter Cramer, the council’s revenue
and finance committee will huddle
shortly with Cappiello, who doubles as
public safety director, on the payment
of workmen’s compensation awards
to police and firemen.

Cramer is upset about what he
says has become a practice of
‘Hoboken bluecoats to put in claims
for compensation for injuries and con-
tinue to collect ‘‘full salary.” Cramer
says the claimant is only supposed to
collect “‘temporary disability’ while
he’s out of work.

Council President Martin J. Bren-
nan said a special public caucus will
be held Monday at 7 p.m. in the coun-
cil chambers to allow a presentation
on the Hoboken jitney system by a
member of the Stevens Institute
Municipal Studies Center. Also,
members of the city Parkin%
Authority will be invited back to brie
the council on plans to refinance its
$8.5 million parking garage construc-
tion bond issue.

still get something more than what
the CPI authorizes but only if he can
justify if to the board in writing.

“A regular increase within the
amount allowed by the CPI doesn't
need board approval, The landlord
must only notify the board of the old
rent and the new rent and then we

The council received petitions
from groups of residents calling for

Telephone call ‘abuses’ cleared?Z,

A check of questionable telephone
bills incurred by the Hoboken Com-
munity Development Agency (CDA)
has determined that the calls were
not so questionable after all, ac-
cording to councilman-at-large Cclude.
Robert A. Ranieri.

The councilman said today that
after reviewing the bills, talking with
CDA Director Fred M. Bado, and

be expected.

Ranieri started his probe of the
CDA's telephone procedures after a
few citizens questioned the city coun-
cil about numerous long distance calls

second one longer than a minute.

that had been made but were for very
short durations, usually less than a
minute. It was pointed out by the
citizens that most business calls take
much more than a minute to con-

“It's a sound assumption — but
not necessarily a true one,”’ said
Ranieri. ‘‘Business calls often do take
more than a minute to conclude,

checking the CDA’s records he was provided you get the party you are
satisfied that if there were any calling. What i?

irregularities or abuses they were must
minimal and, to a certain degree, to

the party isn’t in and
called back that? That first
call would take less than a minute, the

“That appears to be the case in
most of these short-duration, long-
distance calls I checked out. The
party was not available when the call

was made and had to be called back.”

The council was also questioned
about long-distance calls to Puerto
Rico and San Francisco and whether
they were business or personal calls.

“Some personal, long-distance
calls have been made by CDA staff
members,” the councilman con-
tinued. ‘‘But theg were made with the
permission of their supervisors and
with the understanding that they
would re-imburse the CDA for the
cost of the call. Where this was
allowed the re-imbursements were
made and there are records to show
this."”

Ranieri said there might be some
abuses of the telephone use at the
CDA but if there were they were
minor and he was unable to find them.

“I think the city should get a full
report from the committee on exactly
the naming of the new park at the what it is foing to cost to set the ship
Muliti-Service Center in honor of Dolly up here i
and Martin Sinatra, and from another
group asking that it be named in
honor of Mary Francone, the wife of
the Fourth Ward councilman. No ac- Not from the city I hope.”
tion was taken by the council on either

that is the eventual out-
come,” he said. ‘‘We should also know
where the committee expects to get
whatever money it is going to cost.

The council agreed to ask the

meeting, a fierce verbal battle
developed between Councilman Louis
Francone and Charles DeFazio Jr., a
former city magistrate.

DeFazio began reciting to the
council an essay on politics and was
ruled out of order by Council Presi-
dent Martin J. Brennan. He began
yelling at Brennan when Francone
started shouting that DeFazio should
give others in the audience a chance
to speak.

When the bitter exchange con-
tinued, Brennan motioned to two
policemen to escort DeFazio out of
the council chambers. They ap-
proached but DeFazio stopped and
walked out of the meeting on his own.

Following the council meeting, a
special public meeting was held b
Mayor Steve Cappiello and the counci
for the purpose of hearing the public’s
suggestions as to how the city's
$1,171,000 in 1877 revenue-sharing
funds should be used. Only Thomas
Vezzetti addressed the mayor and
council, and only to ask how the city
proposed ta spend the money.

The mayer said the funds will be
used as general revenues as has been
done in the past. The money will not
result in a tax cut but will by used to
prevent any further tax increases.

Waterfront sites foreclosed’/,,

The City of Hoboken has filed suit
in Hudson County Superior Court to
foreclose on two large waterfront
properties and a factory.

These are the one-time Todd
Shipyards, now owned by
Cosmopolitan Terminals, which
proposed to establish an oil receiving
and distributing terminal there; the
-Fifth and Sixth Street piers, once the
passenger terminal for the Holland-
America Steamship Line and the
Condenser Service property on
Observer Highway between Bloom-
field and Garden streets.

A spokesman for the city’s law
department said that if the owners of
the property plan to contest the
foreclosure, they must submit their
letters of intention to the court within
a few days. No owners are expected
to do so.

Hoboken has been ready to file
the foreclosure papers on the proper-
ties for some time, but was prevented
from doing so because a final title
search took several months to con-
clude.

city would move as quickly a8 possi-
ble to get the property back on the tax
rolls once it has taken title.

“Possibly, they will fit in the
city's economic development plans,”
he continued. ‘‘The piers and
Cosmopolitan Terminal's property
are both along the waterfront and
may prove to be valuable if we can
find the right developer with the right
plan.”

The mayor added that the
Condenser Service property is ex-
pected to be put to temporary use as a
parking facility. The area encompas-
ses nearly half a city block and has
room for more than 100 cars.
However, he said that the city would
try to have it ultimately developed
into something that would produce
taxes for the city and go along with
the general redevelopment plans for
the area.

The city was the former owner of
the piers and the Comopolitan
property. Both were sold to the pre-
sent owner, at public guctions several
years ago. The city is foreclosing
because of unpaid back taxes,

Mayor Steve Cappiello said the




Water line work ordered frozen

By Peter Hallam

Mayor Steve Cappiello has
ordered a firm working on Hoboken’s
water line to cease all operations until
further notice while the city looks into
reports of unnecessary damage to
city streets as a result of working in
the subfreezing weather.

The mayor said today that he is
calling in officials of the company,
Ameron Inc., a California firm, to dis-
cuss the problems and find out what

they plan to do about them. In the
meantime, all work has been
suspended. ,

“The company opted to work
through the winter rather than
suspending operations for the colder,
freezing months and coming back
when things warmed up,” the mayor
sald. “The exceptional cold may not
have interfered with their work but it
sure has played havoc with our
streets in the areas they are working.

“We've had streets frozen over
with several inches of ice on them
from water that was pumped out of
excavations made the company.
Cars were frozen and couldn’t
move. And the ice took its toll of the
streets, t00."

Cappiello said he understands the
company’s reason for continuing
work through the winter — a higher
profit.

“The quicker it finishes the job,

g ﬂ 4/l
the more profit,” he said. “'If it waits
until spring, it has to bring back its
crews and equipment to Hoboken. In
this kind of wurk, time is money.
However, the city must look out for
its own interests — and the streets
are definitely our interests.”

He added that even if the com-
pany formally accepts all respon-
sibility for the damage and repairs it,

the city probably would not allow it to
resume work until the spring.

BASKETBALL TIPS — The new Indepeodeat Attitic legoe start
nrmlewnMWmddewmntg
oboken Multl-Skill Center. Coach Chris , right, shows Angelo
Rodriguez how to hold the basketball. Dr. Robert wearing a suit and
standing in the rear, and Hal Izzo, head coach, watch the instruction.
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Hoboken taking slow’/),
road in fitney proposal

The U.S. Department of Tran-
sportation is looking to start a jitney
program in Hoboken, but some city
lawmakers apparently. feel the
government better look elsewhere.

The city officials were reacting to
a public report on the feasibility of
running such a program given last
‘night in the council chambers b Dr.
M. Peter Jurkat, director of the
Stevens Institute Center for
Municipal Studies and Services.

The federal government is paying
the Center to make the study on
behalf of Hoboken with the hopes that
the city will apply for a ‘‘demonstra-
tion grant’” to get a jitney system
started.

“I hope it bears some fruit,” said
Mayor Steve Cappiello after Jurkat
completed his report.

But Councilman-at-large Francis
X. Leahy, head of the council tran-
sportation committee, whose,
members will recommend a course of
action to their colleagues, isn’t as op-
timistic.

Like Council President Martin J.
Brennan, Leahy is worried that the
financial incentive being offered by
the program won't be enough to lure
prospective owner-drivers.

Jurkat's study projects fares be-
ing divided among perhaps 20 jitney
drivers with each owners-operator
needing an estimated $10,000 annual-

ly.

4 Recalling past ‘‘battles’’ with the
state Public Utilities Commission
(PUC) in seeking more effective
regulation of existing bus service in
Hoboken Leahy said his hands are full
right now pushin¥ a bill sponsored by
Assemblyman Thomas Gallo that
would, in effect, permit Hoboken to
carry out the PUC's job by regulating
Washington Street buses within the
city’s borders. )

But Jurkat’s ‘‘model”’ plan would,
similarly, allow Hoboken to pypass
the PUC by passing a city erdinance
to implement the jitney program and
license the jitneys. "

“We haven’t laid out a route,
Jurkat told the councilmen, “but
based on our rider survey of some 600
Hoboken families, we'd recommend

Ask appeal to Byrne in Hob

By TERRY BRENNAN

esident of the Hoboken Board of Education yesterday

using a corridor running north and
sout?\ between Grand Street and
Willow Avenue, possibly with a loop
Downtown to the supermarket.”
With six jitneys operating on two

shifts a day between 6 p.m. and 1 a.m °

seven days a week along a proposcl
three-mile route, said Jurkat, ‘Ye
person should be able to walk to tm
corner and see a bus coming.” fo
Each trip would cost a quarter uli:
der Jurkat's plan. Jitneys would
average a speed of about six miles an
hour along Hoboken’s marrow side
streets.
jitney stops by painting curblines and
possibly by putting up signs, he said.
“The system has a chance to pay
for itself,” said Jurkat, ‘‘but we offer
no guarantees. We feel the fact that
the owner-operator sticks that
quarter in his pocket rather than pay-
ing an employe means he’'s going to
hustle to get people in his bus.”

e city would designate

~ Hoboken gets
deadline for”»
welfare reform

Hoboken has until Feb. 15 formal-
ly to tell state Welfare authorities the '
changes it proposes for the local
welfare system to improve efficiency
and eliminate questionable expen-
ditures, Mayor Steve Cappiello said
today.

According to the mayor, the state
wants Hoboken to adopt the use of
checks for making welfare payments
rather than cont nuing the voucher
system. And the city’s failure to do so
may prevent the state from providing
the amount of aid it has given
Hoboken in the past.

“It appears that we don’t have
much choice in the matter any
more,” said the mayor. ‘‘Hoboken
either adopts the check or direct pay-
ment system or loses most of the
state welfare aid it has been getting, I
have asked the state if it would be
possible to have a combined system
and it is agreeable to a point. But
further discussions are needed to set
that point.”

The Hoboken Welfare Depart-
ment has been under a lot of pressure
from state and county agencies
because of more than $98,000 in
questionable expenditures. The direc-
tor, Jerry Forman, has been
suspended and faces a department
hearing this week.

Hoboken has been issuing its
welfare monies through vouchers.
The welfare client gets a voucher for
drugs, rent and food and it must be
turned in for that purpose. Rent
vouchers must be given to the
landlord, drug and prescription to the
pharmacist and food to the super-
market. The voucher must be used for
the purpose it was drawn. However,
the checks the state wants issued are
not for any specific purpose and can
be cashed almost anywhere.

“The state’s system may make
for better bookkeeping and keep the
office files up to date but it doesn’t in-
sure that the welfare client is going to
spend the money he or she gets on
what it is intended for,” said the
mayor. ‘“At least with the voucher
system we know that nine out of 10
times it is used for the purpese it was
issued—rent, food, clothing,
whatever.”

‘Generous’ Hobokei %; “

A Hoboken councilman has dis-
covered that his city pays disabled
employes their full salary while they are
too disabled to work and — in addition —
pays the disability awards ordered by the
state Workmen’s Compensation Board.

He has learned that long, long ago
there was a gentlemen's agreement that
the city would pay the full salary and
that the employe would keep the amount
of the compensation award equalling his
salary and would turn any excess over to
the city.

The city has been keeping its part of
the bargain, but the disabled employes
have been keeping both checks and that
is not part of the bargain.

Hoboken cannot afford to give double
pay to someone who is not working, the
councilman says, and he proposes that
the disauvied employe simply go off the
payroll and receive only what the law
provides for him.

That seems logical. But it also
seems logical that someone was not on
the ball. Whoever was notified of the
workmen's compensation payments cer-
tainly was not speaking to the payroll
clerk or vice versa. Somebody should do
something about that . . . without delay.

A

OUT WITH THE OLD — Remains of the demolished Condenser Service fac-
tory at Observer Highway and Bloomfield Street in Hoboken await removal
from the property which will scon be converted into a parking lot.

tion team for part of the inspection,
along with Mayor Steve Cappiello.

Church of Holy Innocents%)v

rated among historic places

State environmen

inspectors Ron Nicholison Sr., top, and Richard DeNito,

center, accompanied by Tom Downes, operator of Hoboken's 16th Sewage
treatment plant, check inoperable pump at the plant in midst of snow flurries,

Hoboken optimistic 7~
on sewage plant results

Hoboken appears to have made it
through the state re-inspection of its
sewage treatment plant without any
major problems.

At least that's the impression
Public Works Director Raphael P.
Vitale says he got from the reaction
of Richard DiNito and his team of in-
spectors from the state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
yesterday. '

How the city officially fared
won't be known for about three
weeks. That's how long it is estimated
it will take the DEP to prepare
another inspection report on the
Hoboken facility.

“] think they would have been
much happler had we accomplished
more in putting the treatment plant
back in top shape,” said the director.
“But [ also think the inspection team
was aware of some of the problems
the city is facinF in doing that and
they were satisfied with what has
been done in view of these problems.”

However, Vitale said that the city
must continue to show progress to the
state and that is it taking positive ac-
tion to correct the violations. If it
doesn’t, it can expect the state to take
positive action to force correction of
the violations on its terms.

Some of the violations noted by
the state in its original inspection
made last October included a faulty
chlorination system, inoperative
pumps and settling tanks, a dumping
area next to the plant and failure to
submit monthly reports. ‘

The director said that new equip-
ment has been ordered for the
chlorination system, the dumping
area is being cleaned out, new equip-
ment and repair work on the plant is
being budgeted for this year and
arrangements are being made to com-
ply with the report schedule.

After checking out the plant,
located at 16th and Adams streets, the
inspection team went back to another
of Hoboken’s problems -~ a sewer un-
der the Bethlehem Steel shipyard that
is discharging untreated waste into
the Hudson River. Tests have deter-
mined that the discharge is not
originating from within the shipyard
but have been unable to pinpoint the
source.

Vitale said the state wants
Hoboken to have television equipment
sent through the lines in the area to
see if they are ruptured at any point.
The director said the city will comply,
but must first check the prices for the

taxpayer,”

Hoboken hearing set 4/

on railroad crossing

The oft-discussed and oft-planned
elimination of the railroad grade
crossing on Paterson Plank Road in
Hoboken almost at the Jersey City
boundary has surfaced once again.

The fruits of a study of the pro-
]rect, made by the state Department of

ransportation, will be, divulged
Thursday night at a public meeting in
Hoboken’s Multi-Service Center.

The department’s tentative plans
include widening Paterson Plank
Road and partly shifting its location.

The grade crossing at this road
has been troublesome over the years,
when freight trains come to a stop
across the road, bringing about mas-
sive traffic tie-ups for as much as an
hour.

Lawrence T. McLaughlin of the
department’s Office of Community
Inyolvement has invited the public to
attend the meeting ‘‘to learn the

X Councilman Robert- Ranieri asked Hoboken
citizens to vote down the proposed budget when it is put to the
people March 29. He claims final passage would be an
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scope, objectives and status of the
study.” '

McLaughlin added the meeting
also “will provide a public forum that
will enable you to have your ideas and
comments considered in the early
development of this highway projects.

“By your active participation,”
he added, ‘‘you will help the depart-
ment determine the ultimate disposi-
tion of the proposed improvements.”

Paterson Plank Road is used
many as a short-cut between No:
Hudson and Downtown Jersey City.

The traffic tie-ups at the grade
crossing increases when longer
freight trains began appearing after
the merger of the Pennsylvania and
New York Central railroads. Officials
said boys managed to cut the air hose
couplings between cars, automatical-
ly halting the trains and immobilizing
them until repairs could be made,

oken budgetf crisis
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Ing teachers goes back as far as script in thi ;"
Mayor Steve Cappiello had char . e

. . ged the board wi o
to take the city's financial proble with refusing

TRENTON — Environmental
Protection Commissioner David J.
Bardin today announced that the
Church of the Holy Innocents in
Hoboken was added to the State
Register of Historic Places.

Bardin also nominated the church
to the National Park Service for inclu-
sion on the National Register.

“The church was designed by
Edward Tuckerman Potter and built
in 1872 urder direction and financial
backing of Martha Bayard Stevens,
wife of Edwin A. Stevens, founder of
Stevens Institute of Technology in

Hoboken.
“Holy Innocents is an excellent

example of high victorian gothic
architecture — unsurpassed in

Hoboken and one of the best of its type .

in the state,” Bardin said.

The church was built to serve
German and Irish immigrants who
lived in the

neighborhoods.
The State register is a list of

properties and areas worthy of
preservation for their historic,
cultural, architectural or
archoaeological distinctions. .

Hoboken opportunity’.d, ,,

Hoboken is foreclosing on two im-
portant waterfront properties for non-
payment of taxes: the former Todd
Shipyard and the 5th and 6th Street piers.

These properties have a tremendous
potential for revenue and jobs, if only the
right people can be found and persuaded
to develop them.

The foreclosure is timely in that the
city .is also setting up an Economic
Development Corporation to halt the
flow of industry from Hoboken and to at-
tract new industrial and commercial es-

tablishments.

In carrying out the latter function,
the new agency should study the pos-
sibilities of the waterfront properties the

city is acquiring and look for someone

tage.

who could use them to the city’s advan-

surrounding |

called upon city officials to join in asking Gov. Brendan T.
Byrne to resolve the present “budgetary crisis

“"economic catastrophe’ for the city.

creasing the budget. He said the 1977 city budget could have

ms into consideration by in-

This will require much effort,
patience and negotiating skill, but the

Vitale accompanied the inspec-

work. If it is over $2,500, the job must
be put out to bid and that may take a
month to do. ‘

- trustees el to
BUILDING LEADERS — St. Mary Hospital lected w“
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raising efforts. From left are James U
e * Sister Rita K. Kerry, first vice president; aod

stack, second vice president

, treasurer; Willlam

James T. Lucey, dent.Aholelectedlorludenhlppulum‘lunu
shown are Eric l.l:rt: Jr., secretary, Sister Felicitas Lichtenauer, assistant

secretary; Sister Grace Frances Strauber,

Garage refinancing sz,
considered by counci

The Hoboken City Council today
is wondering whether to pledge the
city’s credit to back a proposed
refinancing of the greater part of an
$8.5 million bond issue floated several
years ago by the city parking
authority to build three parkh;’g gar-
ages at Grogan Marine View Plaza.

Appearing before the council last
night at a special public caucus to out-
line the proposal were Joseph Hotten-
dorf, executive director of the
authority, who had lar¥ng|tls. and
Wwilllam S. Jeremiah II, authority
counsel, who spoke. )

As of March 1, said Jeremiah, the
authority will have a remaining debt
of $8,321,000 which is presently being
paid off at a rate of 7.7 per cent. If the
authority reissued the bonds now, he

exeuctive treasurer,

f'{f/?}

budget. In the past, the council had
nobody to turn to for advice on these
bonds."

Mayor Steve Cappiello, warning
that the refinancing proposal and the
securing of a reduced interest rate
are subject to the whims of the bond
market, offered two alternatives —
going to public bidding or appealing to
state legislators for a bond guarantee
similar to ‘‘qualified’’ school bonding.

Taking a ‘‘very cautious’’ position
was Councilman-atlarge Robert A.
Ranieri, who said the city “‘may very
well be going bei'ond the bounds of
our right” by obligating perhaps as
high as one-fourth the value of land of
each local property-owner to back the

“1'm pleading with everyone in this town to renounce this
irresponsible budget and urge them to knock it down,”" Ranieri
said. “‘It's an outright danger to the financial progress and
economic future of the city. We just can't let it pass.”

Although Ranieri charged the board with “taking the life
blood out of the city” by tentatively approving the budget,
Mrs. Gaspar said the board had to budget the increase because
they were ordered to provide for the salaries.

The state attorney general ruled last year that the board pay
the $1.5 million in summer salaries out of the same year's
budget, Hoboken had been paying the wages from the follow-
ing school budget since what Mrs. Gaspar called *'before the
flood.”

“Everybody and his brother is charging the board with
creating this whole mess with the $1.5 million,”” Mrs. Gaspar
said. **I think it's about time they stopped taking pot shots and
started working together as a team The disputed way of pay-

given taxpayers a reduction in th s
of assessed valuation if the lt?oariip;:deggos;]lbﬁigig“h o rewards are great enouﬂh w jus“fy . ?):‘lg’ l7t Al g h?n SRy e

A ‘. . =4 g w
rn?t}llho](;:"' t?:l‘the anrd should ‘revise its bookkeeping D P e l;::l:é}f: sggiﬁogm b
e “‘He‘ pré(bj?(-rfeé a:lt[h(} g{ty doesn’t ““fall into this fiasco s Blessel SV o n.g -
agin.” He presicted | ;] in ividual and corporate property city’s blessing to select one of three
.m,]ri,,] v (‘em"' ")h eave the city because taxes would il 0 & e s -y

e ¥ b with & Troposed budaet negotiations on a refinancing plan,
sald Jeremiah, but Councilman
Walter Cramer urged that before any
selection is made, the council should
be asked its opinion since the city
would be asked to guarantee the new
bonds.

Going pone step further Council
President Martin J. Brennan said the
city might do well to hire its own
bonding consultant ‘‘that we can
provide for in this year’s (municipal)

Mary Gaspar, who said city taxpayers could never afford
the proposed $14.87 million budget for 1977-78, asked Mayor
Steve Cappiello and city council members to ask the governor
to help cover future education costs

Hoboken was thrown into a budgetary crisis when the state
ruled the city could no longer pay teachers’ salaries for the
summer months with funds drawn from the budget of the
following fiscal vear. This forces Hoboken to add $1.5 million
to its next budget. How Hoboken is to pay this hinges upon a
ruling by the state Education Commissioner, Fred Burke

I agree that we could never afford the proposed budget the
way it stands right now.” Mrs. Gaspal said. ‘“The only solu-
tion I see is that officials go as a family to beg the governor to
bail us out. The proposed budget would be a terrible burden on

budget/desslon

that it will come down. It will
probably go up a little — but we reflly
can't yet tell, It depends on a number
of factors.”

Cappiello calls

Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello
has summoned City Comptroller John
Erbeck for a meeting to discuss the
1977 city budget, which has to be
made final in the next few weeks. The mayor added that he was go-

Cappiello said today he did not ing over the prospective budget
know whether the budget would goup. figures with Erbeck “to get S0me feel
But, he added: “I doubt very much of where we are,”

all
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said the board couldn't "'In ﬂn(l(f con-
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thin e taxes for the “overloaded
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