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which the city used to purchase Pier
A from the federal government

1$700.000 to pay lawyers and ac-
countants the city has hired to aid
it in negotiations with the authority.

The package is roughly equivalent
to the $95 million in insurance

vork and New Jersey and 1
Wateriront
were revealed by
official vesterday

money and interest the authority
has put aside up since August 1984,
after Lloyds of London awarded the
agency $75 million for a huge fire
in 1980 on Pier B.

A citizens' group called PASS
sued the city and the authority in
December, charging that the city,
as the landlord, and not the agency,
which has a lease for the pier
running until 2002, was entitled to
the insurance. The city Law Depart-
ment joined the suit, and nego-
tiators for the authority have been
trying to work out a settlement with
the city since, contending that the
litigation is frustrating their nego-
titations on development plans for
the waterfront

The $3 million to be handed over
at once could be used for anything
from relieving the tax burden to
replacing sewer lines,

The use of the $4 million is not
as definite. That amount would be
placed in a trust fund, and if terms
of a development deal are approved
by the authority and the city by June
1. the city would receive all the
money. The funds would have to b

used for capital costs, probably
creation of a waterfront park, pro-
vision of waterfront parking space,
or to pay for Hudson River tide
gates and regulators the state has
ordered the city to build.

If a deal is not worked out by
June. the city would receive $1.5
million of the trust fund and possi-
bly interest, to use for building tide
gates and regulators, and the rest
of the money would be divided be-
tween the authority and the city.

According to the City Hall source,
a “deal”’ probably would mean that
the authority would agree to min-
imum and maximum amounts of
development on the waterfront
properties it leases from the city.
For instance, it could not back out
of building most of a huge residen-
tial and transportation complex af-
ter developing only a small part,
and certain heights could not be
exceeded, either.

The terms of the settlement pack-
age were explained to select council
members in a marathon meeting at
the mavor's office Tuesday, by two
representatives of the port agency's
Office of Economic Development.
To take effect, the settlement and
the terms of the separate develop-
ment negotiations must be approved
by the council, and the suit must be
dropped

Richard Seltzer, head of the
citizens' group bringing the suit,
said. if the city receives the insur-
ance money due it and an account-
ing of the interest earned,
group's claim would be satisfied,
and the suit would be dissolved. If
a settlement is not reached, a mo-
tion for summary judgment is set
to be heard March 13 in Hudson
County Superior Court in Jersey
City

While one City Hall official ex-

pressed confidence the settlement |

will be approved by the council. a
councilman who did not want to be
named said he is not so sure of this
The strongest opponent might be
Councilman Patrick Pasculli, who
has fervently supported the Water-
front Advisory Committee, and who
insisted on its
Wednesday's closed meeting.

It was the WAC that brought the
insurance money to the council’s
attention in September. Mayme
Jurkat. chairwoman of the WAC,
said she would be satisfied with a
full cash settlement, but she said
that she does not want the settle-
ment to be “‘smeared with other,
separate issues, like development of
the waterfront.”

The Port Authority has never
denied the money belongs to
Hoboken. Why don’t they just give
us a check. and let the city decide
how to spend it?"" Jurkat asked.
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Warehousin

By Jim nenogati?%/g‘f/ ¢)

The clock will begin ticking
Thursday for Hoboken land-
lords speculating on vacant
apartments as the city pre-
pares to enforce its controver-
sial “anti-warehousing” law.

Jody Manasevit, who was
appointed the city’s first anti-
warehousing officer earlier
this month, said yesterday that
landlords who are holding va-
cant apartments will have 60
days to rent them beginning
Thursday.

Hoboken angling for shipyard taxes

Continued from Page 1
of Dell’ Aquila’s extension
The deal was apparently

made in closed chambers,” he

said. “It could affect the city
depending on the terms. (Dell
Aquila) has asked to talk to the
city about taxes, but I dont
know if he has the
authorization.”

Thomas Stagnitti, Dell
Aquila's attorney, has not re-
turned calls over the last three
days

Herbert Fine, the city's
special tax attorney, refused
comment

Graves said a court-ap-
pointed trustee must approve
any negotiations on taxes be-
tween the city and Dell’ Aquila
He has written to Dell’ Aquila
requesting an opinion from the
trustee and written notifica
tion from the court that the
developer can negotiate the
back taxes, he said

Meanwhile, Brown is con-
tinuing to press the city's de-
mands for the money with the
court, which will decide which
creditors get paid by Braswell
and how much. The attorney
recently filed two motions, one

The old Hoboken Shipyards are the subject of o tax contfroversy.

requesting taxes owed by the
shipyards before they were de-
clared bankrupt and another
requesting payment of taxes

The anti-warchousing law

requires landlords of buildings
with more than four units to
rent vacant apartments within
60 days or face fines of up to
$500 a day per unit. Drafted last
summer as a response to Hobo-
ken's critical lack of “afford-
able housing,” the law is in-
tended to curb real estate
speculators who are warehou-
sing vacant apartments to in-
crease their value.

The law has been attacked
by many realtors, developers
and landlords, some of whom

are represented in an organiza-
tion known as Help Hoboken
Housing. HHH was unsuccess-
ful in federal court last Novem-
ber in an attempt to have the
law declared unconstitutional,
although they are appealing
the decision.

The group is also challeng-
ing the law in state court, and
Hudson County Assignment
Tudge Burrell Ives Humphreys

‘Warehousing ban
begins Thursday

Continued from Page 1

warehousing law had ever been enforced. Al-
though there are still a number of unanswered
questions concerning the law’s enforcement,
Manasevit said “the clock will begin ticking
Thursday” for landlords guilty of warehousing.

Manasevit said she has

plaints of warehoused apartments over the last
two weeks, many of them from tenants living in
buildings where units are deliberately being
kept vacant. Once she confirms that the units are
vacant by inspecting them, Manasevit said she

will notify the landlord of

under the anti-warehousing law.

The law requires landlords to register apart-
ments with the anti-warehousing office once
they have been vacant for 30 days. The list is
strictly for the use of the anti-warehousing offi-
cer and will not be provided to tenants, Manase-

vit said.

“It is not the function of this office to act as a
real estate agent, only to monitor vacant apart-

ments,” she said.

If a landlord intends to seek a waiver of the
law, he must file with the Rent Levelling Office
within 35 days after the apartment becomes
vacant, according to Manasevit. Waivers will be
considered by the Rent Levelling Board and will
be granted for 60 days at a time, not to exceed six

months.

Under the terms of the ordinance, the board
will grant waivers under three conditions: if the
owner wishes to maintain a vacant unit in order
to reserve it for a family member; if the owner
intends to improve the condition of the unit; or if
the owner must keep the unit vacant to correct
municipal or state code violations.

If the landlord does not obtain a waiver and
does not rent the unit within 60 days after it

City an

By Jim Dl‘l{ogalijc/

City officials may begin negotiating
with a developer for more than $2.5 million
in back taxes for the .bankrupt Hoboken

Shipyards.

becomes vacant, Manasevit said she will file a
complaint with the municipal court.

Complaints will be handled by the city pros-
ecutor, Anthony Catalano, and Municipal Judge
Steve Zamrin could levy fines ranging from a
minimum of $100 to a maximum of $500 a day per
vacant unit.

Manasevit declined to name the 13 landlords
who will be the first targets under the law,
although she said several complaints were filed
by members of the Campaign for Housing Jus-
tice, a Hoboken tenants group that campaigned
for the passage of the law and has been active in
defending it.

The largest area of confusion concerning the
enforcement of the law involves inspecting sus-
pected vacant apartments.

Critics have charged that landlords may
attempt to circumvent the ordinance by *camou-
flageing” vacant units to make them appear as if
they are occupied.

Another problem concerns Manasevit's pow-
ers as anti-warehousing officer. Currently, she
must depend on landlords or tenants to allow
her entry into buildings to inspect units. The
Law Department is developing an amendment to
the ordinance that would grant the anti-ware-
housing officer powers similar to those of other
city inspectors.

Manasevit said vacancy report forms and
waiver request forms may be obtained and filed
in the Rent Levelling Office from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday or the anti-warchousing
office from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday and Tuesday
and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday. Both offices ‘ v
are located on the second floor of City Hall

Anyone with questions concerning the ordi-
nance is encouraged to call Manasevit in the
anti-warehousing office at 420-2029.
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taxes.

rized to negotiate payment of the back

“If the trustee for the bankruptcy pro-
ceeding has no objections to us negotiat-
ing, we'll negotiate,” Graves said. “I'll ne-

that have accrued since.
Normally, the court would

have seen that a portion of the

taxes which have accrued since

g ban begins Thursday

will hear a motion Thursday to
dismiss a suit charging that the
law is pre-empted by existing
state laws. The judge refused to
grant a motion by HHH two
weeks ago for an injunction
that would have prohibited the
city from enforcing the law
while the case was in progress.

HHH’s court challenges
were launched before the anti-

Seq WAREHOUSING—Page 15.

the bankruptcy were paid to
the city as an administrative
expense, Brown said. But Bras-
well has objected to the
amount the city is claiming,
saying the assessment is 100
high. Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte placed a value of $4 mil-
lion on the shipyards in 1985.

“Everything is based on de-
termining the value of the
property,” Brown said. A court-
authorized assessment is near-
ly completed and the court has
scheduled a hearing on the tax
issue in May, he added

Several city officials said it
could be beneficial for Hobo-
ken to negotiate with Dell’
Aquila for the taxes rather
than waiting for a decision
from the court. Hoboken's tax
rate last year was the highest in
the state, and'this vear's rate is
expected to go even higher.

“If we were to negotiate for
the money, we'd get it a lot
quicker and we might do better
than we would with the courts,”
said one official who asked to
remain anonymous.

It began last June

Here is a chronology of the fight against Hoboken's

anti-warehousing ordinance:

e June, 1986: The anti-warehousing ordinance is unani-
mously approved by the City Council after several lengthy

debates and public hearings with emotional appeals from
people for and against the ordinance.

e August, 1986: Help Hoboken Housing, a coalition of

landlords, developers and realtors, files a suit in the U.S.
District Court in Newark charging that the law is unconsti-
tutional. Judge Alfred Lechner grants an injunction pro-
hibiting the city from enforcing the law.

@ October, 1986: U.S. District Court Judge Herbert Stern

allows the Campaign for Housing Justice, a tenants group,
and four individual tenants represented by Hudson ty
Legal Services to join the city in defending the law.
Members of the Vezzetti administration fear that anti-
administration Law Director Salvatore D’Amelio Jr., who
opposed the ordinance, will not properly defend it.

o November, 1986: Judge Stern dismisses the federal

~ Philadelphia.

suit as being “premature” and “incomprehensible” and
calls HHH “a somewhat mysterious organization.” The
motion to dismiss was filed by Ira Karasick and George
Aviles, the attorneys for the Campaign for Housing Justice;
Aviles, a Jersey City couneilman, prepares to introduce a-
similar ordinance in that city.

® January, 1987: HHH files a suit in state court charging
that the anti-warehousing law is pre-empted by existing
state laws. Hudson County Assignment Judge Burrell Ives
Humphreys allows Karasick and Aviles to join the city
again in defending the ordinance and denies a request by
HHH for an injunction. HHH files an appeal to Stern’s
ruling with the Third Circuit Court of Appeals in

e February, 1987: The eity hires an anti-warehousing

officer. The clock will begin ticking and landlords will have
60 days to rent vacant apartments starting Thursday. Judge
Humphreys is also expected to rule Thursday on a motion
to dismiss HHH's state challenge. -—— Jim DeRogalis

-

tries, and secured an option from the court
to buy the property for $16,850,000 in a
December 1985 auction. The enigmatic de-
veloper owns the Standard Brands build-
ing on 15th Street near the waterfront and
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Here is a chronology

controversy

Shipyards from

million

Hoboken.

the option

the back taxes.

Troubles began
four years ago

of the

e 1983. Braswell Shipyards Inc
Bethlehem

e February 1984. Braswell files for protection und
Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, stops paying taxes

e February 1985. Orbe Management Ltd. purchases the
shipyards for $13.2 million with the approval of the feder
Bankruptcy Court in South Carolina. It proposes to build
1.600 lowrise housing units, four 30-story towers, a recr:
ational pier and a marina at the site

e December 1985. Orbe fails to complete its option «
the shipyards, and the court begins accepting bids fro
other developers. Hartz Mountain Industries offers $14
million, but the high bid is from Hoboken develops
Anthony Dell’ Aquila, who offers $16.85 million and secur¢

e April 1986. One term of Dell’ Aquila’s option was that
he was to have closed on the property by this time
was apparently granted an extension by the court. Ban
ruptey proceedings in South Carolina drag on

eJune 1986. New Jersey Superior Court denies an
appeal by Braswell to reduce the city's $4 million asses:
ment of the property. The city is spared the confusion of
dual proceedings and is free to negotiate with the court for

e February 1987. Dell’ Aguila is granted another exten

sion on his option to buy the property and offers to
negotiate back taxes with the city. — Jim DeRogatis
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to be

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—Lookout, Los Angel-
es. Move over, Manhattan.

The hearts of several members of
the administration of Mayor Thom-
as F. Vezzetti appear to have been
won by a consultant named Thea
Sklover, who will be hired to con-
duct a feasibility study on whether
the city could become the next
Hollywood, or at least Astoria,
Queens.

Sklover, a film and television
industry consultant who appeared at
a think tank forum last week on
redeveloping the city's dying in-
dustrial section, said he believes it
could be the perfect place to build
a two-tothree-block television and
movie prodcution center, complete
with studios, scenery, shops, even
“ma and pa writer's shops.”

“There's a buzz in the industry
right now about Hoboken,” Skiover
said. “‘It’s got its own identity, it's
got a wonderful pool of young, tal-
ented artists, and most of all, it's
got location.”

According to a Vezzetti adminis-
tration source with marketing ex-
perience, a prime factor — for
television producers especially — is
“How many minutes to West 42nd
Street?”

Corporate headquarters for sev-
eral major networks are located in
the vicinity of 42nd Street.

aspires

DF;/AQC/” 2/2 /5>

movie mecca

Vezzetti, a perennial showman
himself, is ready and raring to have
his city thrust into the bright lights.

“Jt's fantastic, I love it,”’ bubbled
the effervescent Vezzetti ‘“For
three reasons: jobs, taxes and,
finally, because it would make us
famous.”’

Sklover, who would be hired un-
der a city Community Develpment
Agency grant of an undisclosed
amount, has experience in the in-
dustry as the head of the New York
City and New York State film com-
missions, and he helped to re-
juvenate an old studio in Astoria
that formerly was part of the Army
Pictorial Center. That studio has
not succeeded financially, accord-
ing to one source, because of prob-
lems with strong unions.

Sklover's feasibility study would
address questions such as whether
New Jersey unions representing
everyone from electricians to stunt
doubles would be willing to let resi-
dents of this city be hired before
other members with greater senior-
ity, would admit local vocational
students as members, and would let
the crews of a given project be hired
individually.

City Council President E. Nor-
man Wilson, for one, said the idea
of a production center sounds very
glamorous, but he would have real
trouble supporting it if the project
did not guaraniee jobs for local
residents.

In a letter to the city Law Department
last week, Hoboken developer Anthony
Dell’ Aquila offered to negotiate payment
of taxes owed on the Hoboken Shipyards
since 1984. Dell’ Aquila holds an option to
purchase the shipyards from Braswell
Shipyards, Inc., which is in the midst of
bankruptey proceedings in federal court
in South Carolina.

The court granted Dell’ Aquila an ex-
tension on the option several weeks ago,
but city Law Director William Graves said
he has received no official notification
from the court that the developer is autho-

—

gotiate with anybody who wants to give the
city money.”

The 45-acre shipyards stretch from
12th Street just north of the Maxwell
House coffee plant to 15th Street. The
entrance to the property is at 14th and
Hudson streets.

The city has been attempting to recov-
er taxes owed on the valuable water{ront
land for three years, since Braswell de-
clared bankruptcy. The amount of money
owed on the property exceeds $2.5 million,
city offTicials said.

Dell’ Aquila defeated several other
bidders, including Hartz Mountain Indus-

has expressed an interest in purchasing
the old'Todd Shipyards from the city.

Dell’ Aquila reportedly plans a mas-
sive mixed-use development on the three
sites, but he refuses to speak to the press
and has never presented details of his
plans to the city. Development sources say
Dell’ Aquila hopes to “flip” the waterfront
pa_rcols to another developer for a higher
price.

Henry Brown, a South Carolina bank-
ruptcy attorney hired by the city, said he
has filed several interrogatories with the
court for specific information on the terms

See HOBOKEN—Page 13.

MIA flag to

The Hoboken chapter o
the Disabled American Veter-
ans will hold a flag ceremony
for POWs and MIAs today at
10:30 a.m. in Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti's office at City Hall.

A black flag in mcmory'or
POWSs and MIAs flies over City
Hall in Hoboken besn_de the
American flag and the city ban-

b/'g] ;sedyloced

ner, and the Hoboken DAV has
promised to replace the flag
annually until the last Ameri-
can prisoners of war are ac-
counted for, according to DAV
member Walter O'Connor.

Members of the group will
present the mayor with a new
flag replacing the old one dur-
ing a brief ceremony.
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which the city used to purchase Pier
A from the federal government

1$700,000 to pay lawyers and ac

countants the city has hired to aid
it in negotiations with the authority

The package is roughly equivalent
to the $95 million in insurance
money and interest the authority
has put aside up since August 1994,
after Lioyds of London awarded the
agency $7.5 million for a huge fire
in 1980 on Pier B

A citizens' group called PASS
sued the city and the authority in
December, charging that the city,
as the landlord, and not the agency,
which has a lease for the pier
running until 2002, was entitled to
the insurance. The city Law Depart-
ment joined the suit, and nego-
tiators for the authority have been
trving to work out a settlement with
the city since, contending that the
litigation is frustrating their nego-
titations on development plans for
the waterfront

The $3 million to be handed over
at once could be used for anything
from relieving the tax burden to
replacing sewer lines

The use of the $4 million is not
as definite. That amount would be
placed in a trust fund, and if terms
of a development deal are approved
by the authority and the city by June
1, the city would receive all the
money. The funds would have to be
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Hoboken angling for shipyard taxes

Continued from Page |
of Dell’ Aquila's extension
The deal was apparently

made in closed chambers,” he
said. “It could affect the city
depending on the terms. (Dell
Aquila) has asked to talk to the
city about taxes, but | don't
know if he has the
authorization

Thomas Stagnitti, Dell
Aquila’s attorney, has not re
turned calls over the last three
days

Herbert Fine, the city's
special tax attorney, refused
comment

Graves said a court-ap
pointed trustee must approve
any negotiations on taxes be-
tween the city and Dell’ Aquila
He has written to Dell’ Aquila
reguesting an opinion from the
trustee and written notifica
tion from the court that the
developer can negotiate the
back taxes, he said

Meanwhile, Brown is con
tinuing to press the city's de
mands for the money with the
court, which will decide which
creditors get paid by Braswell
and how much. The attorney
recently filed two motions, one

The old Hoboken Shipyards are the subject of a tax confroversy.

requesting taxes owed by the

shipyards before they were de
clared bankrupt and another
requesting payment of taxes

Warehousing ban

2 # R . SR
By Jim DeRogatis )./QV 67 The anti-warehousing law

The clock will begin ticking
Thursday for Hoboken land-
lords speculating on vacant
apartments as the cily pre-
pares to enforce its controver-
sial “anti-warehousing” law

Jody Manasevit, who was
appointed the city's first anti-
warehousing officer earlier
this month, said yesterday that
landlords who are holding va-
cant apartments will have 60
days to rent them beginning

that have accrued since
Normally, the court would

have seen that a portion of the

taxes which have accrued since

begins Thursday

requires landlords of buildings
with more than four units to
rent vacant apartments within
60 days or face fines of up to
$500 a day per unit. Drafted last
summer as a response to Hobo
ken’s critical lack of “afford-
able housing,” the law is in
tended to curb real estate
speculators who are warehou
sing vacant apartments to in-
crease their value.

The law has been attacked
by many realtors, developers
and landlords, some of whom

are represented in an organiza-
tion known as Help Hoboken
Housing. HHH was unsuccess-
ful in federal court last Novem-
ber in an attempt to have the
law declared unconstitutional,

although they are appealing
the decision.

The group is also challeng
ing the law in state court, and
Hudson County Assignment
Tudge Burrell Ives Humphreys

will hear a motion Thursday to
dismiss a suit charging that the
law is pre-empted by existing
state laws. The judge refused to
grant a motion by HHH two
weeks ago for an injunction
that would have prohibited the
city from enforcing the law
while the case was in progress.

HHH's court challenges
were launched before the anti-

See WAREHOUSING—Page 15.

used for capital costs, probably
creation of a waterfront park, pro-
vision of waterfront parking space,
or to pay for Hudson River tide
gates and regulators the state has
ordered the city to build

If a deal is not worked out by
June, the city would receive $1.5
million of the trust fund and possi-
bly interest, to use for building tide
gates and regulators, and the rest
of the money would be divided be-
tween the authority and the city.

According to the City Hall source,
a “‘deal” probably would mean that
the authority would agree to min
imum and maximum amounts of
development on the waterfront
properties it leases from the city
For instance, it could not back out
of building most of a huge residen-
tial and transportation complex af-
ter developing only a small part,
and certain heights could not be
exceeded, either

The terms of the settlement pack-
age were explained to select council
members in a marathon meeting at
the mavor's office Tuesday, by two
representatives of the port agency's
Office of Economic Development.
To take effect, the settlement and
the terms of the separate develop-
ment negotiations must be approved
by the council, and the suit must be
dropped

Richard Seltzer, head of the
citizens' group bringing the suit,
said. if the city receives the insur-
ance money due it and an account-
ing of the interest earned, the
group's claim would be satisfied,
and the suit would be dissolved. If
a settlement is not reached, a mo-
tion for summary judgment is set
to be heard March 13 in Hudson
County Superior Court in Jersey
City

While one City Hall official ex-
pressed confidence the settlement
will be approved by the council. a
councilman who did not want to be
named said he is not so sure of this
The strongest opponent might be
Councilman Patrick Pasculli, who
has fervently supported the Water-
front Advisory Committee, and who
insisted on its inclusion in
Wednesday's closed meeting

It was the WAC that brought the
insurance money to the council's
attention in September. Mayme
lurkat. chairwoman of the WAC,
said she would be satisfied with a
full cash settlement, but she said
that she does not want the settle-
ment to be “smeared with other
separate issues, like development of
the waterfront.”

The Port Authority has never
denied the money belongs to
Hoboken. Why don't they just give
s a check. and let the city decide
how to spend it?" Jurkat asked

Thursday.

Warehousing ban
begins Thursday

Continued from Page 1

warehousing law had ever been enforced. Al-
though there are still a number of unanswered
questions concerning the law’'s enforcement,
Manasevit said “the clock will begin ticking
Thursday” for landlords guilty of warehousing.

Manasevit said she has received 13 com-
plaints of warehoused apartments over the last
two weeks, many of them from tenants living in
buildings where units are deliberately being
kept vacant. Once she confirms that the units are
vacant by inspecting them, Manasevit said she
will notify the landlord of his requirements
under the anti-warehousing law.

The law requires landlords to register apart-
ments with the anti-warehousing office once
they have been vacant for 30 days. The list is
strictly for the use of the anti-warehousing offi-
cer and will not be provided to tenants, Manase-
vit said.

“It is not the function of this office to act as a
real estate agent, only to monitor vacant apart-
ments,” she said.

If a landlord intends to seek a waiver of the
law, he must file with the Rent Levelling Office
within 35 days after the apartment becomes
vacant, according to Manasevit. Waivers will be
considered by the Rent Levelling Board and will
be granted for 60 days at a time, not to exceed six
months.

Under the terms of the ordinance, the board
will grant waivers under three conditions: if the
owner wishes to maintain a vacant unit in order
to reserve it for a family member; if the owner
intends to improve the condition of the unit; or if
the owner must keep the unit vacant to correct
municipal or state code violations.

If the landlord does not obtain a waiver and
does not rent the unit within 60 days after it

City agégling for shipyard’s back taxes

By Jim DeRogatis™

City officials may begin negotiating
with a developer for more than $2.5 million
in back taxes for the .bankrupt Hoboken
Shipyvards

In a letter to the city Law Department
last week, Hoboken developer Anthony
Dell’ Aquila offered to negotiate payment
of taxes owed on the Hoboken Shipyards
since 1984. Dell’ Aquila holds an option to
purchase the shipyards from Braswell
Shipyards, Inc., which is in the midst of
bankruptey proceedings in federal court
in South Carolina

The court granted Dell’ Aquila an ex-
tension on the option several weeks ago.
but city Law Director William Graves said
he has received no official notification
from the court that the developer is autho-

p—— - e e

the bankruptey were paid to
the city as an administrative
expense, Brown said. But Bras
well has objected to the
amount the city is claiming,
saying the assessment is 100
high. Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte placed a value of $4 mil-
lion on the shipyards in 1985

“Evervthing is based on de-
termining the value of the
property,” Brown said. A court-
authorized assessment is near-
ly completed and the court has
scheduled a hearing on the tax
issue in May, he added

Several city officials said it
could be beneficial for Hobo-
ken to negotiate with Dell’
Aquila for the taxes rather
than waiting for a decision
from the court. Hoboken's tax
rate last year was the highest in
the state, and this year’s rate is
expected to go even higher.

“If we were to negotiate for
the money, we'd get it a lot
quicker and we might do better
than we would with the courts,”
said one official who asked to
remain anonymous

- It began last June

Here is a chronology of the fight against Hoboken's
anti-warehousing ordinance:

e June, 1986: The anti-warehousing ordinance is unani-
mously approved by the City Council after several lengthy

debates and public hearings with emotional appeals from

becomes vacant, Manasevit said she will file a
complaint with the municipal court.

Complaints will be handled by the city pros-
ecutor, Anthony Catalano, and Municipal Judge
Steve Zamrin could levy fines ranging from a
minimum of $100 to a maximum of $500 a day per
vacant unit.

Manasevit declined to name the 13 landlords
who will be the first targets under the law,
although she said several complaints were filed
by members of the Campaign for Housing Jus-
tice, a Hoboken tenants group that campaigned
for the passage of the law and has been active in
defending it.

The largest area of confusion concerning the
enforcement of the law involves inspecting sus-
pected vacant apartments.

Critics have charged that landlords may
attempt to circumvent the ordinance by “camou-
flageing” vacant units to make them appear as if
they are occupied.

Another problem concerns Manasevit's pow-
ers as anti-warehousing officer. Currently, she
must depend on landlords or tenants to allow
her entry into buildings to inspect units. The
Law Department is developing an amendment to
the ordinance that would grant the anti-ware-
housing officer powers similar to those of other
city inspectors.

Manasevit said vacancy report forms and
waiver request forms may be obtained and filed
in the Rent Levelling Office from 9 a.m. to4 p.m.
Monday through Friday or the anti-warehousing
office from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday and Tuesday
and from9a.m. to1 p.m. Wednesday. Both offices
are located on the second floor of City Hall.

Anyone with questions concerning the ordi-
nance is encouraged to call Manasevit in the
anti-warehousing office at 420-2029.

Philadelphia.

rized to negotiate payment of the back
taxes.

“If the trustee for the bankruptcy pro-
ceeding has no objections to us negotiat-
ing, we'll negotiate,” Graves said. “I'll ne-
gotiate with anybody who wants to give the
city money.”

The 45-acre shipyards stretch from
12th Street just north of the Maxwell
House coffee plant to 15th Street. The
entrance to the property is at 14th and
Hudson streets.

The city has been attempting to recov-
er taxes owed on the valuable waterfront
land for three years, since Braswell de-
clared bankruptcy. The amount of money
owed on the property exceeds $2.5 million,
city officials said.

Dell’ Aquila defeated several other
bidders, including Hartz Mountain Indus-

price.

See HOBOKEN—Page 13.

Henry Brown, a South Carolina bank-
ruptcy attorney hired by the city, said he
has filed several interrogatories with the
court for specific information on the terms

people for and against the ordinance.

e August, 1986: Help Hoboken Housing, a coalition of
landlords, developers and realtors, files a suit in the U.S.
District Court in Newark charging that the law is unconsti-
tutional. Judge Alfred Lechner grants an injunction pro-
hibiting the city from enforcing the law.

e October, 1986: U.S. District Court Judge Herbert Stern
allows the Campaign for Housing Justice, a tenants
and four individual tenants represented by Hudson County
Legal Services to join the city in defending the law.
Members of the Vezzetti administration fear that anti-
administration Law Director Salvatore D’Amelio Jr., who
opposed the ordinance, will not properly defend it.

e November, 1986: Judge Stern dismisses the federal
suit as being “premature” and “incomprehensible” and
calls HHH “a somewhat mysterious organization.” The
motion to dismiss was filed by Ira Karasick and George
Aviles, the attorneys for the Campaign for Housing Justice;
Aviles, a Jersey City councilman, prepares to introduce a
similar ordinance in that city.

e January, 1987: HHH files a suit in state court charging
that the anti-warehousing law is pre-empted by existing
state laws. Hudson County Assignment Judge Burrell Ives
Humphreys allows Karasick and Aviles to join the city
again in defending the ordinanee and denies a request by
HHH for an injunction. HHH files an appeal to Stern’s
ruling with the Third Circuit Court of Appeals in

roup,

e February, 1987: The eity hires an anti-warehousing
officer. The clock will begin ticking and landlords will have
60 days to rent vacant apartments starting Thursday. Judge
Humphreys is also expected to rule Thursday on a motion
to dismiss HHH's state challenge. —— Jim DeRogatis

tries, and secured an option from the court
to buy the property for $16.850,000 in a
December 1985 auction. The enigmatic de-
veloper owns the Standard Brands build-
ing on 15th Street near the waterfront and
has expressed an interest in purchasing
the old'Todd Shipyards from the city.
Dell'’ Aquila reportedly plans a mas-
sive mixed-use development on the three
sites, but he refuses to speak to the press
and has never presented details of his
plans to the city. Development sources say
Dell’ Aquila hopes to “flip” the waterfront
parcels to another developer for a higher

10:30 a.m.
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Here is a chre

controversy

Shipyards from Bethlehen

million

Hoboken
1.600 lowrise housing units

other developers

million, but the high bid

the option

e June 1986

the back taxes

Troubles began
years

e 1983 Braswell Shipyaras In¢

e February 1984. Braswell files for protectios
Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, stops payir

e February 1985. Orbe Management Ltd. purchases 1
hipyards for $13.2 million with the approval of
dankruptey Court in South Carolina
four 30-story towers. a re«
ational pier and a marina at the site

® December 1985. Orbe fails to
the shipyards, and the court begins ac
Hartz Mountain
IS
Anthony Dell’ Aquila, who offers $16.85 million and se

® April 1986. One term of Dell
he was to have closed on the property by this time, but |
was apparently granted an extension by the court. |
ruptcy proceedings in South Carolina drag on
New Jersey
appeal by Braswell to reduce the city's $4 million asses
ment of the property. The city is spared the confusion ol
dual proceedings and is free to negotiate with the court fi

e February 1987. Dell’ Aquila is granted another exter
sion on his option to buy the property and offers t
negotiate back taxes with the city. — Jim DeRogatis
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Superior Court denies an

MIA flag to

The Hoboken chapter o
the Disabled American Veter-
ans will hold a ['lla;\{ (‘frgx;vorg

nd MIAs toda)
W om ain Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti’s office at City Hall.

A black flag in momory_or
POWSs and MIAs flies over City
Hall in Hoboken bosnlde the
American flag and the city ban-

Hoboken
to be

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—Look out, Los Angel-
es. Move over, Manhattan.

The hearts of several members of
the administration of Mayor Thom-
as F. Vezzetti appear to have been
won by a consultant named Thea
Skiover., who will be hired to con-
duct a feasibility study on whether
the city could become the next
Hollywood, or at least Astoria,
Queens

Sklover, a film and television
industry consultant who appeared at
a think tank forum last week on
redeveloping the city's dying in-
dustrial section, said he believes it
could be the perfect place to build
a two-tothree-block television and
movie prodcution center, complete
with studios, scenery, shops, even
“ma and pa writer's shops.”

“There's a buzz in the industry
right now about Hoboken,” Sklover
said. “‘It's got its own identity, it's
got a wonderful pool of young, tal-
ented artists, and most of all, it's
got location.™

According to a Vezzetti adminis-
tration source with marketing ex-
perience, a prime factor — for
television producers especially — is
“How many minutes to West 42nd
Street?”

Corporate headquarters for sev-
eral major networks are located in
the vicinity of 42nd Street.

st e’
movie mecca

ags)pires
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Vezzetti, a perennial showman
himself, is ready and raring to have
his city thrust into the bright lights.

“It's fantastic, I love it,"" bubbled
the effervescent Vezzetti. ‘‘For
three reasons: jobs, taxes and,
finally, because it would make us
famous.™’

Sklover, who would be hired un-
der a city Community Develpment
Agency grant of an undisclosed
amount, has experience in the in-
dustry as the head of the New York
City and New York State film com-
missions, and he helped to re-
juvenate an old studio in Astoria
that formerly was part of the Army
Pictorial Center. That studio has
not succeeded financially, accord-
ing to one source, because of prob-
lems with strong unions.

Sklover's feasibility study would
address questions such as whether
New Jersey unions representing
everyone from electricians to stunt
doubles would be willing to let resi-
dents of this city be hired before
other members with greater senior-
ity, would admit local vocational
students as members, and would let
the crews of a given project be hired
individually.

City Council President E. Nor-
man Wilson, for one, said the idea
of a production center sounds very
glamorous, but he would have real
trouble supporting it if the project
did not guaraniee jobs for local
residents.

eplaced
be »

ner, and the Hoboken DAV has
promised to replace the flag
annually until the last Ameri-
can prisoners of war are ac-
counted for, according to DAV
member Walter O'Connor.

Members of the group will
present the mayor with a new
flag replacing the old one dur-
ing a brief ceremony.




Going, going, gone

These are not the best of times for Recall ‘86, the once-
ambitious organization bent on ousung Hoboken Mayor

Thomas Vezzetl
“For Sale”

signs have replaced the

“Recall” signs

above the prime Wwashington Street storefront which was

once the group's

The large picture win

campaign literature, now
mercial office space

Reeling from disunity and

headquarters. .
dows. once a bulletin board for
display advertisements for com

eriticism from former members and a sense Qfambn_'al(_*nw
from the electorate, the 16-month-old organization 18 fight-

See FEW ARE CALLING — Page 10.

ON WAREHOUSING

Landlords rush
D54 '”‘ otl,scs/ €D

/

to use loopholes

By JANET WILSON
staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—There are 300 to 500
vacant apartments in the city right
now, according to official esti-
mates. But just two days after the
city began enforcing a law against
keeping units empty, landlords are
looking for ways to get around it.

Twenty applications were filed
this week with the Rent-leveling
Board to convert apartment build-

ings into condominiums.

Under the new law, landlords who
have reached a certain stage in the
condominium conversion process do
not have to rent empty apartments

in the affected building.

But tenant

RUSH

Ten applications for waivers from
the law because of rehabilitation
and repair work were picked up by
a single developer, according to
Lourdes Arroyo of the rent office.

If a landlord is found to be repair-
ing major health threats or code
violations, he can be given a tem-
porary waiver from the new law.

advocates remain

hopeful.

The approval process for con-
dominium conversion can take sev-
eral months, and Ira Karascik, at-
torney for the tenants’ group Cam-
pointed
out that, until an application has
received approval from the state,
the landlord must comply with the
law. That means rent the apart-

paign for Housing Justice,

ments.

“We're optimistic,”

they've gotten
New York has

ty.

But there are other ways to keep
the apartments empty, and the next
few months will probably bring nu-
merous test cases, as the new anti-
the Rent-
Leveling Board and the city Law
Department investigate complaints
and review applications for

warehousing officer,

waivers.
See- RUSH, Page 8

a lack of identity, open ‘

Karascik
said. ‘“The experience they’ve had
in West New York has been that
compliance.” West
has an anti-ware-
housing ordinance longer than any
other municipality in Hudson Coun-

Continued from Page 1

“It's very unclear to anyone at

. this point precisely what the or-
dinance is aimed at, because it's so
broad,”” said Roger Sauer, attorney
for Help Hoboken Housing, a land-
lords’' coalition that continues to

challenge the law in court.

“Everything is precedent-setting,
and there are so many nuances, it
is just hard to tell,” said Peggy
Thomas of the Community Develop-
ment Agency, when she was asked
how many of the several hundred
vacant apartments actually would

wind up being rented.

Thomas confirmed that the CDA
has been receiving numerous in-
quiries from building owners about
its rental rehabilitation program. If
an owner qualifies, the building can
be waived from the anti-ware-

housing law.

Another way a landlord can avoid
having to rent empty units is if there
are serious health hazards such as
no heat, no hot water, missing win-
dows, cracked pipes, holes in the

—

code violations.

along.

““We're not talking about the cur-
rently unrented and inhabitable
space,”” he said. “That should be
rented. We're talking about the
buildings that need millions of

dollars of work.”

Landlords say it is not economi
cally feasible to renovate such
buildings just for rentals, although
they can be eligible for rent in-
creases after major work. Tenant

advocates say the law against keep-
ing apartments empty for long peri-
ods of time was passed precisely
because tenants were being pushed

out of buildings because they were
so rundown.

R ———

POLITICAL SPLIT <

RUSSO

-
0

Anthony Russo of Hoboken, who
was knocked off the Hudson County
Utilities Authority last year in a
political fight, was put back on
yesterday in the middle of another.

In a 53 vote yesterday, the county
Board of Freeholders approved
Russo’s reappointment to the
HCUA.

Russo was the choice of County
Executive Edward F. Clark Jr. to
replace Michael Schaeffer. His ap-
pointment was most vigorously op-
posed by Freeholder Anthony M
DeFino of West New York.

Clark, a Democrat, is running for
re-election. DeFino, who is also the
mayor of West New York, is one of
several Democratic leaders sup-
porting Clark’s opponent in the pri-
mary, former Democratic As-
semblyman Robert C. Janiszewski
of Jersey City.

The HCUA controls federal and
state funds for the upgrading of the

0 iS reappointed
fo utilities aythority

sewage freatment in the county. It
traditionally has been a political
battleground and now is the subject
of an extensive federal investiga-
tion

Voting for Russo yesterday were
Freeholders Samuel D. Kaye of
Bayonne, Octavio J Alfonso of
North Bergen and Anne H
O'Malley, Elnardo Webster and
Marilyn Roman, all of Jersey City

Voting against Russo’s appoint-
ment were Roger Dorian of
Weehawken, Nidia Davila-Colon of
Jersey City and DeFino.

Roman. O'Malley and Kaye had
announced that they will run with
Clark in the June 2 primary
Webster has said he is “leaning”
that way.

Davila-Colon's vote raised a few
eyebrows yesterday because she has
not announced her intentions

—Peter Wehrwein

ceiling or tloor, and other building

The landlord must apply for a
waiver in this case also, and can
only have three waivers for a total
of six months while repair work is
being done. After that, the empty
apartments must go on the market,

Sauer said the seriously de
teriorated apartments have been
the subject of HHH's objections all
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These recall signs have been move from o Washington
Street storefront 1o a less visible clubhouse on 8th and
Willow, but orgonizers say the movement is not dead.

Few are calling

“on Recall ‘86

Continued from Page 1

ing for its own survival. Last month, the financially trou-
bled group moved from its headquarters at 615 Washington
St. to a less visible clubhouse at 8th Street and Willow
Avenue. “We moved to make room for a new tenant who can
pay a lot more rent than we can,” says Mike “Citizen Mo"
Mulvaney, the newly elected recall chairman. While Mul-
vaney insists the group continues to attract new member-
ship, critics maintain the organization is about to vanish
from the political landscape.

“No, we're not dead, as our enemies would like to
believe,” Mulvaney says. “There'll be a recall. Maybe not
this year, but certainly before 1989.”

Despite a growing consensus that no one in Hoboken,
outside a handful of politicos, cares about the recall effort,
Mulvaney and the rank and file continue to insist that they
are moving ahead with their plans to oust the city's self-
styled “reform” mayor.

Founded in November of 1985, four months after Vez-
zetti defeated then-Mayor Steve Cappiello, Recall '86 was
supposed to be a united political base for all anti-adminis-
tration forces. The recall organizers had hoped to collect
enough signatures to force a mayoral recall election by last
July.

The group began meeting regularly last January under
the leadership of George Crimmins Jr.. an unsuccessful
City Council candidate on the ticket headed by Cappiello
Between 75 and 90 people attended the initial meetings
ecach week in the old Union Club on Hudson Street
“We had a diverse mix of people.” Crimmins said. “Some
were affiliated with the old political machine, while others
were newcomers.”

However, school board victories last April by Vezzetli-
backed candidates sidetracked the recall movement, while
some members questioned whether the political tide had
turned. The confusion spurred infighting by members anda
power struggle over control of some 1.900 recall petitions

The group reorganized in June under City Councilman
Robert Ranieri.

Crimmins and the more moderate elements of the
movement gave way as politicians from the previous admin-
istration gained control and Recall '86 opened its new
headquarters in the old PSE&G building on Washington
Street.

Recall organizers circulated petitions requesting that
voters oust Vezzetti because he has “surrendered the
duties and powers of his office to non-elected persons,” and
he proved “not to be competent to conduct the functions of
the office of mayor.”

“We have a weak-willed mayor controlled by a junta of
power-hungry mongers,” Ranieri told The Jersey Journal
last summer after he was elected chairman.

Throughout the summer, Ranieri blamed nearly every
woe on Vezzetti, from Liberty Weekend fireworks that were
stored in Hoboken to the municipal budget. In July, he
urged Vezzetti to resign his seat for “health and safety”
reasons . . . the mayor’s, that is.

Ranieri effectively used his council seat last year as a
forum of anti-Vezzetti rhetoric. But since Vezzetti forged a
working majority in that body, Ranieri’s anti-administra-
tion speeches have been countered.

In fact, Ranieri’s presence may have done more dam-
age than good.

«“Bob Ranieri did an excellent job,” Mulvaney says.
“But things are changing and word was out that while he or
Cappiello were involved, other people wouldn't be.” Ran-
ieri resigned as chairman of Recall '86 in October.

And Crimmins says, he'll have nothing to do with his
brainchild.

“It won’t work. There will be no recall of Tom Vezzetti,”
says Crimmins. “For a successful recall, you need a figure
who'’s hated by everyone. Vezzetti is not that person. he’s
not hurt anyone. He is not as bad as we all figured.”

As time passes, others feel the group lost its opportuni-
ty to strike early.

Vezzetti, who recently agreed to undergo a psychologi-
cal examination at the request of one of his foes, says he's
flattered at the recall movement.

“They couldn’t be doing this to a nicer guy
they have nothing
recall me.”

“1 don’t necessarily think that's true,” Mulvaney says.

«] intend to meet with all our members and representa-
tives of all the splinter groups to try to unite our efforts.
Hopefully we can get back all our petitions and get moving
again.”

He insists the group will follow through on a promise to
endorse canditates for May'’s City Council elections, but not
the April school board election. Ranieri’s once-ambitious
plans for Recall '86 called for running full slates for both
elections.

«we’'ll back individuals who have been involved and
who show interest in our cause,” Mulvaney said.

will it be Recall 877

“We're not going to change our name because the key is
recall, maybe not this year, but certainly before (Vezzetti's
terni expires in) 1989."

. me. If
better to do with their time, let them

P.A. ouster suit vetoed

By Jim D(-Rbgatig,}"/ '-'jf ,
2/38/

>
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A Superior Court judge dis
missed a lawsuit yesterday by a
Hoboken citizens ;—_‘ruuin .al
tempting to evict the Port Au-
thority from the
piers

People Advocating Sane
Solutions, opposed to the P.A's
planned $600 million water-
front development, charged
that the authority violated the
terms of a 1952 lease to the
piers But Judge John
McLaughlin dismissed the suit
upholding a motion by the city
that PASS had not followed the
proper procedures for filing a
class action suit

“We were blown out of the
water,” said PASS atlorney
Richard Seltzer, although he
added that the group will ap-
peal. Under the terms of a 1952
lease. the P.A. retains control

of Hoboken's valuable piers
until 2002 to operate a marine
terminal. The piers have been
dormant for two decades and
the city and P.A. have been
negotiating a restated lease
that would allow the authority
té build a massive waterfront
development.

The proposed Hudson Cen-
ter project would include sev-
eral highrise office buildings,
1,200 luxury housing units, a
hotel, a marina and a water-

cityv-owned

/;\) front esplanade
/ residents

A number of
including Mavor
Thomas Vezzetti’'s own Water
front Advisory Committee, ar
againstthe plan, saying the
powerful bi-state agency could
not be adequately controlled
by the city. Members of the
administration and City Coun
cil maintain that the P.A. has a
commitment to remain on the
piers for 15 more years and a
properly negotiated agreement
on the waterfront development
could provide the city with rev
enue it desperately needs to
lower the tax rate, the highest
in the state. “The P.A. has ma
nipulated the intentions of the
lease for their own self-interest
to enable them to control and
monitor real estate develop
ment,” Seltzer charged when
’I'AS.\‘ instituted the lawsuit
I'he suit hinged on an obscure
portion of English common law
whereby the P.A. would have
been “ejected” from the piers
because it failed to live up to
the terms of the '52 lease to

operate a marine terminal

The P.A. filed a motion to
dismiss the suit, saying the
lease is still valid. The city also
opposed the PASS suit, al-
though city Law Director Wil-
liam Graves has said he has
doubts about the P.A’s rights
under the '52 lease.

“Just because

we moved

for a decision 1
complaint

) dismiss 1
: nt mean Wwe
won't (file suit against the P.A
ourseives
road
ago

does

SIX months down Lhe

he several
If the authority
city do not reach ax
on watertiront
ment, the cily could i
lawsuit

saud
and the
agreement
the develop
stitute

PASS
move the

similiar 1o the
suit and attempt to re
P.A. from the piers
I'he city’s motion to dismiss
the PASS suit
“technical defi«
Graves said. “The group failed
to comply with statutes govern
ing how taxpayers can institute
a lawsuit

“PASS volunteered its
time, energy and money to try
and create a situation where
the city of Hoboken could re
cover control of one of its most
valuable assets,” Seltzer said
“But the judge denied the right
of a not-for-profit city group to
sue the PA

Vezzetti criticized PASS
and the lawsuit. “Seltzer and
his group are always yelling
about taxes_on one hand and
wasting the city's time and
money on the other with frivo
lous lawsuits.

“We're negotiating to get
the best deal possible out of the
P.A. and they just wanted to
throw a monkeywrench into
things,” he said

was based on

i¢cncles

' Hoboken council
acts on P.A. pact,

sewerage lawsuit
7.

&

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken City Counc
thon closed-door

insurance funds
tion over the
secondary sewage
plant.

cus meeling

at 4 pm

and the caucus Wi
7:30 p.m.

agreement last

million
plant.

The city is embroiled in a
$2 million lawsuit with the en-
firm Mayo Lynch &
Associates. The firm. whose d_v»
sign contract was ruled invalid
last October by a county Supe-
judge,
payment for work completed
ruling.
Assignment Judge Burrell

gineering

rior Court
prior to the

lves Humphreys.

the landmark decision, has
urged the city to reach a settle-
ment with the design firm. I,a}sl
week he warned attorneys for

the city and the
engineer, that he

Wednesday’'s

comptroller.

The council will conclude
its busy agenda with the caucus

session.

Later, the council will meet
in open session to vote on bud
get appropriations and trans
fers before conducting its cau

The closed sessions begin
and 6 p.m. The open
meeting 1s scheduled for 7 p.m
11 begin at

The council will discuss a
proposed settlement in Hobo
ken's suit to recover $7.5 mil
lion in insurance funds from
the P.A. City and P
hammered out @ _
week which
could generate $9.6 million to
the municipality and allow ne
gotiations with the P.A. o de-
velop the southern part of the
waterfront to resume.

In the second gession, the
council will hear gpecial coun-
sel Irwin Kimmelman on the
status of litigation over the de-
sign of Hoboken's proposed $52
secondary

‘A. officials

is concerned
about mounting legal bills.

In a continuation of last
meeting,
council is expected 10 approve
resolutions authorizing tempo-
rary emergency appropriations
and transfers of apprnprmlmn
reserves. Both items were
bled last week pending an ex
planation from the

2/05/€>

from the

city's prup«mwi

treatment

board

Hoboken Board of Educa-
James Monaco
from the ballot
for the April 7 election, reduc-
ing to 10 the number of candi-
three

tion member
has withdrawn

dates vying for
seals.
Monaco,
fighter and the
president,

tentative

by former Mayor

for comment.
Monaco's
leaves only one

Board
sewage

race are: Carlos
dine
. : Strangeman,
is seeking

Peter

sano.

Block, Perez
are running
sored by the

who issued

new design

the

has said he
cussed forming
anyone.

@ o0 the

municipal

il ‘has scheduled mara-
sessions today to discuss recovery of
Port Authority and litiga-

of school

rac i
By Jim ln}{%i}f/ﬂ

a Hoboken fire-
pboard’'s vice

{rustee for seven years since he
was elected on a slate

piello. He could not be reached
withdrawal

President Richard En-
gland. Anthony DeBari,
third trustee whose term is up,
said he is retiring from ﬂhe
board after 23 years of service.
The other candidates in the
pPerez, Geral-
Pantoliano,
Felix |
Steve Block, Orlando Esposito,
Perry Belfiore,
Mercado, Jr. and Michael Ros-

and Rossano
as a ticket spon-
Committee f().r
Quality Education, an organit-
zation backed by Mayor Thom-
as Vezzetti. Political observers
say Monaco withdrew because
hv. was not included on an anti-
administration ti
by England. Engl

cket to be led
and. however,
has not yet dis-
a ticket with

Monaco drew the first spot
two-column ballot, |
Based on the law for municipal
elections. the board's attorney
advised Board Secretary
thony Curko to restructure lhg‘
ballot so the five other candi-

his A\

WECKS

court

ny members of PASS are
ed with Help Hoboken
a group of realtors
ind landlords that

has been h y eritical of the
Vezzetti administration. HHH
IS SUing i { in state and
verturn the
that

federal court 1
anti-warte
prohibits landlords from hold-
ing vacant apartments for pur-
poses 01 real
speculation
PASS pursuing a
second lawsuit against the P.A
that attempts to recover $9.6
million in insurance funds the
authority collected after Pier B
was destroyed by fire in 1980
Although the city joined the
suit on the side of PASS, offi-
cials have since negotiated a
settlement with the P.A. that
will be considered by the City
Council next week
Meanwhile, HHH has
spawned yet another offshoot
group and acronym with We
Advocate Voter Education,
which published a newsletter
attacking members of the coun-
cil and administration last
week
Political observers believe
HHH, PASS, and WAVE are
gearing up to run candidates in
the May elections for six ward
City Council seats, and they see
the lawsuits as a way of weak-
ening the administration

housing” law

eslate

also

”,%23’252)
chan

ges -

its ballot

By Jim DeRogatis

MO“CICO out Hoboken school officials

have restructured the ballot

for the April 7
election. .

school board

The ballot positions were

-

board

in a State of confusion earlier
this week after James Monaco
dropped
ing the
1-A, ope

Acting Board Secretary An-
thony Curko originally wanted
to restructure
ballot ‘horizontally, moving ev-
eryone in the
spot to the left, but several can-

out of the race, leav-
first spot on the ballot,
n.

the two-column

A column one

didates complained.

backed

Steve Cap-

Candidate Felix Rivera
claimed the new setup would
had served as a give the three Committee for
Quality
an unfa
would hold spots in the three
corners of the ballot. Mean-

Education candidates
ir advanatge, since they

while, CQE objected because it

incumbent,

the

Wwilliam left.
Rivera,

Mario

had printed $1,300 worth of
campaign literature with the
original ballot positions.

The Hudson County Board
of Education stepped in yester-
day and cleared up the situa-
tion. Officials
requires that all of the candi-
dates be shifted one spot to the

said state law

Curko said Monaco with-
drew from the election five
minutes before the legal dead-

line. If the

candidate had

missed the deadline, he would

ballot

been

Pantol

have needed a court order to
withdraw from the race and the

would have remained

the same, although the levers
under his name
. locked
machines.

The ballot as it stands now
is: Carlos Perez, 1-A; Geraldine
iano, 2-A; William Stran-
geman, 3-A; Felix Rivera, 4-A;
Steve Block,

would have
on voting

5-A; Orlando

ssposito, 6-A; Peter Perry Bel-

1-A.

An-

dates in the column move hori-

zontally one spot

to the left.

But Rivera, who holds the
9-A spot, is objecting to the
change and contends that the

ballot should be
vertically so the _
1-A. There 15 some
over whether the

moved to
confusion

restructured
1-B spot 18

municipal election laws apply

to school board elections
Rivera said he intends to

seek an injunction today

fiore, 1-B; Richard England, 2-
B: Mario Mercado Jr., 3-B; and
Michael Rossano, 4-B.

Neither Rivera nor CQE
Chairman Gail Tuzman said
they will continue to pursue
the ballot question in court.
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WAC criticizes

77
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P.A/’settlement

By Jim DeRogatis

Mavor Thoma \
Advisory
strongly

Wateriront
e 18 critict
posed settieme nt
betweoen The and the
Authority over $96 n
insuranc funds

W AC set ofl the vontroved
over the insurance funds
October when it released a |l
port charging that the P
wrongly kept $7.5 miulhon in i
surance money collected alte
the city-owned Pier B wa d¢
troved by fire in 1980 With
werued interest the money
now totals $9.6 million, acc ord
ing 1o the P.A

The PA refused to turn the
funds over to the city claiming
they were carmarked for use in
the $600 million Hudson Center
project. The authority and the
citv had been negotiating an
wreement for an ambitious
mixed-use development on the
city piers, but negotiations dis

20h

b

Ssmilioning

fion i capital
ind other benelits
could vole 10 ac !
ment next Wedne

But WAC Chairman
Jurkat vid It would e the
height of foolhardiness I« the
city to settie 1ol 1 third of the
money when Il could have 1l
all WAC met Monday night
and the 18-member commilttee
was reportedly unanimous in
its objections to the settlement

State

Y 1 /s

city scC

By Jim DeRogatis

The state team conducting Level 3
monitoring of the Hoboken school system
is set to begin interviewing city and school
officials, principals and teachers

A three-member team from the com-
pliance office of the state Education De-
partment has been poring through finan-
cial and curriculum records in the school
board offices for the past two weeks in the
first phase of what will be a comprehen
sive evaluation of the school system and its

procedures.

The Hoboken school systeny is one of

I'ne group 1

urge the cound il

expected to

notl 1o acce ‘-'

the settlement this afternoon

The settlement proves

once again that our ( ity) nego

see WAL Page 20
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AC criticizes
P.A. settlement

Continued from Page 1

“Aiators are not up to it,” Jurkat
said. “This is a bad precedent
to set. The P.A. is holding on to
our money and making it look
like we're snatching it back.”

Six of nine council mem-
bers said they favor a settle-

ment of the lawsuit, many of
them citing expense and time
involved in pursuing a court
decision. But Jurkat said the
city could seek a summary
judgment on the issue and ask
the court to expedite the mat-
ter “instead of settling for a
settlement that leaves the city
a pood deal short.”

Richard Seltzer, attorney
for People Advocating Sane So-
lutions, the citizens group
which instituted the suit
against the P.A. said the setthe-
ment 1s a good starting point
which has room for improve-
ment.” although PASS is op-
posed to the settlement in its
current form.

Hudson County Superior
Court Judge Robert Tarleton is
scheduled to hear a motion by
Seltzer for summary judgment
on March 13. The city must re-
spond to the motion by March 5
If the council votes to acceplt
. the settlement, it is subject to
approval by Tarleton.

seltzer said PASS will con-
tinue the lawsuit if the group 1s
not satisfied with the settle-
ment between the P.A and the
city. Tarleton would have to
decide whether it 1s In the
city's interest to accept the set
tlement or allow PASS to press
its claim for the funds, Seltzer
said

Both PASS and WAC are
strongly opposed to the P.A's
waterfront plans, and many
members see the insurance
lawsuit as a means of prevent-
ing the city from resuming ne
gotiations. Both groups have
argucd that the city should
seck private developers be
cause they believe the power-
ful bi-state agency could not
adequately be controlled.

Scltzer deseribes PASS as
“an organization of concerned
citizens and taxpayers of the
City of Hoboken.” Four mem
bers of the group’s 14-member
advisory board are also key
leaders of Help Hoboken Hous-
ing. a vocal, pro-development
aroup hghting to overturn the
citv's anti-warehousing law in
Jate and federal court En
sland. Suzanne Warren. Mi
chelle Russo and Joseph Vi
tullo. The group also includes
former Law Director Fred
Wocckener and WAC membaet
Leonard Serrano

Superior Court J udge John
Mel.aughlin s scheduled to
hear a motion to dimiss a S«
ond IPASS suit Friday The sex
ond lawsuit attempts to evict
the PA. from the piers claim
ing the authority has not ful
filled the terms of a 1952 lease

\lthough WAC was ap
pointed by Vezzetti, the group
has adopted an adversarial po

says about the solllcment,"
Vezzelti said yesterday, adding
he supports the settlement.

“They're an advisory com-

mittee and | thank them for
what they've done, but I was
elected to make the decisions,
and 1 believe thisisa good deal
for Hoboken,”

he said.

est in the state

According to Superintendent of
Schools Walter Fine, the state compliance
team has reviewed facilities plans
counting records, curriculum guides and
textbooks and minutes from board of edu

basic

ac

robers to quiz
hool personnel

five districts out of nearly 500 throughout
the state that have not been certified and
are under Level 3 monitoring. The other
Level 3 districts are Jersey City Asbury
Park. Camdeén and Penns Grove-Carneys
Point in Salem County :
Hoboken lost its state certification be
cause its scores on standardized
skills tests are consistently among the low

f."alnun meetings over the past six years
The investigators are expected to begin
interviewing city officials today or tomor-
row, Fine said !

The team will “start by talking to the
mayor and move right on down the line/’
he said. The investigators will interview
city officials, past and present board mem-
bers, principals, school teachers and mem
hgrs of the community as part of their
effort to pinpoint the cause of educational
problems in the schools

According to a spokesman for the state

See STATE'S PROBERS — Page 10

State’s probers will question schooi personnel

Continued from Page 1
Education Department, the
team of investigators working
in Hoboken includes some of
the same people who are un-
dertaking Level 3 monitoring of
the Jersey City schools. The
team is overseen by Richard
Kaplan, director of the compli-
ance office, who is also over-
seeing the Jersey City
inspection :
The second phase of Level
3 monitoring involves an in-
spection of the schools by an
external committee of staff
members from other school
districts who are experts in the
areas in which the school dis-
trict is deficient. The emphasis
in Hoboken will be on basic
skills education, Fine said.
The compliance unit and
the external committee will
put their findings together in a
report to the Education De-
partment’s assistant commmis-
sioner for county and regional
services, Walter McCarroll. Ac-
cording to a state spokesman,
McCarroll can then do one of
two things: require the distrjct
to put together their own “cOr-
rective action plan.,” or issue

swggestions from the statéfthat
will help improve the quality of “members don't care about edu?

an administrative order that
specifies what the district must
do to improve.

Hoboken will have one
year to implement corrective
procedures and show “signifi-
cant progress” or the system
could face a state takeover

State Education Commissioner
Saul Cooperman has called for
powers that would allow the
state to disband local school
boards, replace local adminis-
trators and assume daily man-
agement of the system. The
state Assembly is considering
legislation that would grant
these powers.

The state inspection has

been hailed by school adminis-
trators and critics of the system
alike.

Hoboken's basic skilis

scores have been on the rise
over the last three years, al-
though they are still well below
state averages. Most school ad-
ministrators are confident that
the system will continue im-
prove and a state takeover will
be avoided

Fine said he “welcomes”

education in Hoboken. "It is
possible that they will come in
and poiat out things that we
haven't been seeing,” he said
“If it is something that is going
to help improve the schools
thvr} lacceptitin lhalconmxl,':
I'he superintendent added
that he will “continue tq assist
the state team however possi-
ble. As far as I'm concerned,
they can go anywhere and talk
to anyone they want. I'll help -
them set up the appoints.”
Meanwhile, school critics,
including the Committee for

Quality Education, say the in-
spectors will find a legacy of
political patronage, nepotism
and poor educational
tices “I believe they're going to
ﬁnq a lot of the things that
we've been yelling about for
years,” said CQE leader Steve
Block.

prac-

“I'm looking forward to be-

ing interviewed by the state
inspectors,”
Vezzetti added. “1 want to tell
them that the schools are being
run by the same old political
p‘wchino

Mayor Thomas

“The majority of th® board

Is new housing sending Hoboken to

The residents of Hoboken's
Fourth Ward smell arat —a 16-
inch-long dead rodent that re-
portedly has been lying in the
street for several days, despite
calls to the city Health Depart-
ment to remove it.

Michael Ocello, chairman
of the Fourth Ward Block Asso-
ciation, said yesterday that sev-
eral area residents have spot-
ted large rats lying dead in the
street, and calls to the city
Health Department to remove
the vermin have gone unheed-

2

ed. Océllo said one resident
measured a dead rat 16-inches
long near First and Jefferson
streets, but officials who re-
sponded to a call to remove the
pteast said they could not find
it.

Residents say that rats
roaming the streets of the
Fourth Ward have become an
increasingly familiar site in re-
cent weeks, a phenomenon city
Health Officer Patricia Mitten
attributes to several large con-
struction projects underway in

the area, including the massive
Skyline Condominiums project
on Observer Highway near Jef-
ferson Street.

“This sort of thing happens
whenever there is new con-
struction on a site,” Mitten
said. “Not only the people are
thrown out but all the other
inhabitants, too.”

Mitten said her office re-
ceived several calls from resi-
dents about dead rats, but
could not locate the vermin
when they responded. Howev-

er, she said city health officials
have ordered residents to se-
cure their trash properly and
h_ave notified several construc-
tion sites to exterminate their
areas.

. “If they don’t do it, we will
hire the city exterminator to
come in,” Mitten said. “We're
looking to correct the problem
as quickly as possible.”

Two years ago, the Health
Department declared war on
rats after receiving numerous
complaints from throughout

cation, only about giving out
jobs, and they're going to bank-
rupt Hoboken.”

Once the state teams com-
plete their inspections and
present their report to McCar-
r9|l. it will be turned over to
Fine and other school adminis-
lr;n_nr.s who will have 45 days to
review it before making the
findings public, according to
the state spokesman

the rats?

the city. In the fall of 1985,
cases were reported where rats
scared senior citizens out of a
local park and chased away
Boy Scouts who were helping
out at a local church.

Officials say the city has
made headway in the fight
against the rats but as one
Fourth Ward resident put it,
“The rats in this city are more
persistent than the politicans,
No matter how many times you
beat them off, they still come
back for more.” — DeRogatis

Hoboken votes
or six council

o7 /T é// T >

-

seats May 5th

By Jim DeRogatis

In several weeks, there’ll
be a poster on every telephone
a bution on every lup(-l
and a candidate on every street
corner
In several weeks, it will be
impossible to avoid the fact
that there's an election on in
Hoboken

The spring race for six Ho-
boken ward City Council seats
officially began yesterday as
the first candidate filed his
nominating petitions with City
Clerk James Farina Hoboken-
ites enjoy nothing more than a
down-and-dirty political wres-
tling match, and the May 5 elec-
tion will be the city’s biggest
since the 1984 mayoral run off

Orlando Addeo, a 67-year
old Housing Authority commis-
sioner and former auto worker,
filed petitions for the Fourth
Ward City Council seat yester-
day afternoon. He is the first
candidate to file for any of the
six ward council seats.

Located in Hoboken's
southwest corner, the Fourth
Wward is considered to be a key
barometer in the coming elec-
tion on the political strength of
newcomers. Although the ward
is the least gentrified in the
city, containing the Housing
Authority projects and a strong
Italian population, there are
also a number of new develop-
ments and condominium pro-
jects.

The Francone family has
held the Fourth ward council
seat for 32 years. Louis Fran-
cone served seven consecutive
four-year terms. His wife, Mary,
has held the post for the past
four years.

“I'm running because for 32
years, nothing has been done in
the Fourth Ward,” Addeo said.
“It's been a no-man’s land, and
I'd like to make it a somebody’s
land.” :

A lifelong Hoboken resi-
dent, Addeo lives with his wife,
Rosalie, and has three grown
sons. He retired in 1985 after
working for the Ford Motor
Company for 24 years in the
auto parts division in Wayne.
The candidate currently works
as an employment resources
specialist with the Senior Com-
munity Services Programs of
HOPES, Inc., and has served as
a Housing Authority commis-
sioner for the last sixX years.

“I'm a political indepen-
dent. 1 don’t owe anybody and 1
won't be obligated to anyone if
I'm elected,” Addeo said. “I
just want to do what 1 can to
help the people of the 4th Ward
and the whole community.”

Louis Francone said yes-
terday that he is considering
running for his wife's seat. “I'm
pretty sure I'll run,” he said.
“1'd like to make it 36 years, but

‘N!!Q'

View from a pothole
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Continued from Page 1
alert. While 14th Street was only
mildly kmarked, a right turn
onto Hudson Street revealed a
cratered, patched surface for blocks
on end, especially between the rail-

road tracks.

“That's because there's not much
underneath the road over the
tracks,”” Public Works Director Roy
Haack said. Because the surface |
over the railroad ties is not as solid
as over other sections of the road-
way, in other words, an eventful
ride down Hudson is guaranteed.

Frank Sinatra Drive was fairly
smooth, like its namesake. But side-
streets were e to produce
highly unmusical sounds from the
throats of motorists. Bloomfield Av-

enue between First and Second
streets and Park Avenue between
Third and Fourth streets were espe-
cially interesting. .

Haack said that the pothole crew
is slated to be out every warm, clear
day from now on, trying to fill in
the ravages of the season. But be-
cause there are several cold weeks
to go, he said they only would be
using ‘‘winter mix,” a combination
of black asphalt and rock “with a
little bit of sticky stuff thrown in.”

Asphalt, a more durable sub-
stance, is not expected to hit the
streets until the end of March.

I'm not deciding for sure until a
few weeks

Other likely candidates I1n

the ward include Edwin Duroy
pr:nupu] of the Connors
School and an unsuc cessful
candidate on former Mayor
Steve Cappiello’s 1984 council
ticket, and Florence Amato, a
Fourth Wward neighborhood
activist

The ballot s expected to be
crowded with candidates by
the March 19 deadline for filing
petitions In the other wards,
the candidates include

e First Ward Councilman
Thomas Newman, the victor in
a special election in November
to fill the remainder of Antho-
ny Romano’s term, 15 expected
to seek reelection. Aaron Mir-
anda-Forman, a pcn-nnml can-
didate, 18 also considering
runmng

e Second Ward Council-

man Joseph Della Fave 1s ex-
pected to seek reelection and
will likely be opposed by Mi-
chael Schaeffer, another pe-
rennial candidate and commis-
sioner on the Hudson County
Utilities Authority, and Donald
Pellicano, a member of Mayor
‘Thomas Vezzetti's Waterfront
Advisory Committee and a
Parking Authority commis-
sioner.

e Third Ward. Councilman
Steve Cappiello will fight to
hold his seat against Frank
“pupie”’ Raia, a Hoboken de-
veloj er active with many of the
city's sports leagues, and An-
thony Russo, a former HCUA
commissioner and a special
education teacher at Hoboken
High School.

e Fifth Ward. Incumbent
Council President Edgar Nor-
man Wilson will be involved in
a difficult fight with Helen
Manogue, a banker and presi-
dent of the Hoboken Environ-
ment Committee. Manogue had
a strong showing as an inde-
pendent at-large council candi-
date in the 1984 elections.

e Sixth Ward. Councilman
David Roberts is expected to
be opposed by Aldo DePinto,
active in the movement to re-
call Mayor Thomas Vezzetti
Former Councilman and may-
oral candidate Nunzie Malfetti
has is considering running.

Most of the candidates in
the race say they will run as
sindependents,” and they are
trying to avoid turning the elec-
tion into a referendum on Vez-
zetti and the “reform’ move-
ment. However, Newman,
Della Fave, Roberts and Mano-
gue are expected to run as a
slate with the mayor’s backing,
and a number of other candi-
dates are running with strong
anti-administration support.
Cappiello has been a leader of
the recall movement and anti-
administration groups are re-
portedly trying to talk the coun-
cilman into leading a slate.

Vezzetti's 1984 victory was
a surprising upset that ended a
12-year stranglehold by the
Cappiello forces over Hoboken
politics. Vezzetti won the sup-
port of a coalition of newcom-
ers, Hispanics hurt by the city’s
rampant development and
longtime residents dissatisfied
with the old regime.

Many political observers
believe the election signalled a
new era in Hoboken politics,
one that centers more on issues
and less on the traditions of
political patronage and “back-
room deals.” But the means of
fighting elections in the Mile
Square City remain the same:
door-to-door campaigning,
posters, soundtrucks blaring
candidates’ names and mes-
sages and talk, talk, talk.

Which means that in sever-
al weeks, it will be impossible
to avoid the fact that there’s an
ylection on in Hoboken.

A (?AR AVOIDS a large hole on Park Avenué between
Third and Fourth streets in Hoboken yesterday. The

sition in recent months, 0ppos
ing any city involvement with
the A

I dont

‘photograph.er placed his camera, fitted with a wide-
angle lens, into the pothole, for this unusual perspective,

Winter has left craters scattered all over Hoboken

Haack also said there is an ap-
plication to the state Department of
Transportation for funds to repave
2% city streets.

Unfortunately, the funds would

care what W AC

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer
.}'{OBOKEN——The days of rough
riding have returned.
With the snow gone, for now, and

everyt.hing from melted salt to con-
struction crews attacking city

streets, a bumper crop of potholes
—————"

has appeared.

Adam Kaufman, 20, of Montville,
was driving his 1987 Mitsubishi
truck west on Observer Highway
Wednesday when he was waylaid by
a pothole. The front end of the truck
got stuck in the hole, which he said
measured a foot and a half deep by
a foot and a half long.

In what could be called highway
robbery, when Kaufman returned
from phoning for a tow truck, he
found the front right window bro-
ken, and an AM/FM radio/cassette
player and $200 worth of tools had
been stolen.

A tour of city streets yesterday
would show that while Kaufman had

been most unlucky, the pothole he
hit is not the only one around.
Over the Willow Street viaduet,
exposed steel ribbing grabbed car
wheels every few yards. At the foot
of the bridge near 16th Street, a
giant square trench kept motorists

See POTHOLE, Page 8
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not apply to Observer Highway or
other county roads.




'HHH co

argue

‘wareho

Hudson County's top judge
heard arguments yesterday for
a motion to dismiss a lawsuit
against Hoboken’s controver
sial “anti-warehousing ordi
nance. Help Hoboken Housing,
a coalition of landlords, devel-
opers and realtors seeks to
overturn an ordinance prohib-
iting landlords from holding
vacant apartments for re al es-
tate speculation

Although the law was
passed in June, it did not go
into effect until yesterday
Landlords with more than four
units now have 60 days to rent
vacant apartments or face fines
of up to $500 a day per vacant
unit

HHH is fighting the law on
two levels, in federal and state
court. A federal court judge
dismissed a suit charging that
the law was unconstitutional
last November, but the group is
appealing the ruling in the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals
in Philadelphia.

According to HHH's state
suit. the anti-warehousing law
is preempted by existing state
laws. does not conform to state
laws of due process and vio-
lates portions of the state con-
stitution. The city and the Cam-
paign for Housing Justice, a
Hoboken tenants organization
that has joined in defending
the law, filed a motion to di-
miss the suit, refuting HHH's
charges and claiming that the
law is valid.

Hudson County Superior
Court Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys heard arguments con-
cerning the motion yesterday
from Roger Sauer, the attorney
for HHH, city attorney Mau-
reen Schweitzer, and Ira Kara-
sick and George Aviles, the at-
torneys for the Campaign for
Housing Justice Humphreys
reserved decision and has 60
days to rule on the motion.

Several weeks ago, Hum-
phreys denied a motion by
HHH for an injunction that
would have prevented the city
from enforcing the law. The
judge issued an opinion that
defended the city’s right to pro-
vide “affordable housing,” and
he called warehousing “a sin.”

Sauer said HHH hopes the
judge will allow the case to go
to trial so the group can call
witnesses to challenge the
city’s claims concerning the
amount of warehoused apart:

alition

s against

& ~ s ‘r // ,

do not comply, Manasevit will
file a complaint with the mu
nicipal court. Judge Steven
Zamrin could levy fines rang
ing from a minimum of $100to a
maximum of $500 a day per
unit

The law requires landlords
to register their vacant apart
ments with the anti-warehous-
ing office once they have been
vacant for 30 days. If a landlord
intends to seek a waiver of the
law, he must file a form with
the Rent Levelling Office with
in 35 days after the apartment
becomes vacant

The Rent Levelling Board
will grant waivers under three
conditions: if the owner wishes
to maintain a vacant unit in
order to reserve it for a family
member; if the owner intends
to improve the condition of the
unit: or if the owner must keep
the unit vacant to correct mu-
nicipal or state code violations
Waivers will be granted for 60
days at a time, and no more
than three will be approved by
the board.

Residents with questions
concerning the anti-warehous-
ing law are encouraged to call
Manasevit at 420-2029. Land-
lords looking for vacancy re-
port forms or waiver request
forms should visit the Rent
Levelling Office or the anti-
warehousing office on the sec-
ond floor of City Hall

4

Trust fund

By Bill Campbell.” ~ /

X/ 26/5,
Hoboken has a plan to cre

$6.5 million in capital improve- P.A
ment funds which may result
from settlement of a suit be

tween the city and the Port day session
Authority must also be

The City Council, which P.A Board of Commissioners The council also agreed
that the P.A. must provide a full
accounting of insurance funds
and that the P.A. leasehold on
the pier property will be termi the city and
nated if no agreement to devel
op the property is reached by

fast night discussed the settle
ment of a four-month dispute
over insurance money during a
two-hour closed door meeting,
feels the trust account is neces
sary to insure that “no strings
are attached to the funds,” ac-
cording to one member

later this week
City Council President E

Norman Wilson said said it will

ate a trust fund to store about be “unlikely

There's been no change in
the amount of money the city is
to receive, only in the way il
will be divvied,
woman Helen Cunning

City Councilman Dave Rob
erts, who proposed the trust Dec. 3]
account

that the city and a “loophole”
can complete the agree
ment in time for a council vole
on the plan during its Wednes
The settlement
ratified by the

posed $600

said Council

the measure

11llion Hudson
Center development to dis
charge additional sewage, ac
cording to a source

Council members said that

will protect insurance set

to the P.A ponents of the settlement felt day between
that allowing the P A to make
the improvements might create The city is
which might per
mit the bi-state

cials and P A

Agency s pro

terfront real
ment

tlement

representatives

recover $7.5 million
ance funds plus $2 million
interest the P.A. collec ted afler
the city-owned Pier B was d
stroyed by fire in 1980

The P.A. refused to releas¢
the funds, claiming they
to be used in its mixed-use wa

Negotiations

restated lease to develop the
pier property, which have been
terminated since last Novem
ber, will resume if a settiement

The council met with May-
or Thomas Vezzetti, members
of the mayor’s Waterfront Advi-
sory Committee, representa

would protect the city’s inter-
ests by “guaranteeing that the
funds are in place.”

The city has also decided to

other terms of the settlement,
including $3 million in up-front
money the city is to receive
upon ratifying the agreement,

is reached

In another matter, Hobo-
ken special counsel Irwin Kim
melman told the council an in-

During a one-h I ysed
meeting, Kimmelman said the
engineer will extract the con
structable portions of the May«
Lynch plans and set a doliar
value on the work. The remain
ing portions will be compie ted
by Lawler Matusky and Skelly
the firm hired by the city after
a judge ruled the Mayo Lynch
contract invalid

Mayo Lynch, whi« h lost sev
eral appeals to overturn the
decision, is suing the city for $2
million

Before the meeting, Kim
melman said Elson Killam As
s ciates, the independent engi
neer appointed last Friday
will likely be disqualified be
cause it was once represented
by a law firm which now repre

tives of the Community Devel
epment Agency and municipal
sttorneys. The body is expect-
ed to takeiits recommendations

undertake an exhaustive reha-
bilitation of tide gates and reg
ulators, rather than authorize
the P.A to do the repairs. Ops

are still in place

Yesterday’'s meeting

stemmed from a tentative
agreement reached last Thurs-

Hoboken moves for dismissal
of suits against mayor, aide

By Bill Campbell 5/;/" I

Hoboken will seek to dis-
miss lawsuits against Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti and his chiel
aide. elaiming the civil actions
contain technical defi-
ciencies.

The suits, filed in January
by former corporation counsel
Salvatore D'Amelio, charge
Vezzetti with being mentally
incapable of serving as mayor
and administrative assistant
Laurie Fabiano with having
made libelous statements
about D’Amelio.

City Attorney William
Graves charged Friday that the
suits were filed improperly. He
said the nature of the suits re-
quire a six-month hiatus before
the tort claim can be filed.

The suits were filed less
than two weeks after the ad-
ministration charged D'Amelio

with a “c nfilet of interest”
concerning his past city post
and his current role represent-
ing the police union.

The city’s response to the
suits is returnable in Superior
Court on March 10.

D'Amelio, a former Vez-
zetti ally who now represents a
group attempting to recall the
mayor, denied that the suits
were filed improperly, arguing,
“Graves's tactics will not end
the suit, just stall the
inevitable.”

Graves' claim comes about
a week after he successfully
charged that D'Amelio improp-
erly served the suit in January
when he personally delivered
the papers to the officials. Last
Wednesday, D'Amelio com-
plied with state statute and
paid a fee to have the sherrif’s
office serve the papers.

Vezzetti and Fabiano have

characterized the suits as “po-
litical interference” but have
declined comment on the spe-
cific charges. D'Amelio, fired
from his law and public safety
directorships by Vezzetti, said
he filed the suits because “the
administration was out of con-
trol and I felt it was time to do
something to stop it."”

D’'Amelio is asking the
court “to deem vacant the of-
fice of mayor.” He has charged
Vezzetti with “refusal to quali-
fy and serve as mayor; mental
incapability to serve as mayor;
and failure to attend meetings
of the governing body.”

He charges Fabiano with
having made “libelous and
slanderous™ statements con-
cerning a conflict of interest
between clients he has repre-
sented in the public and pri-

See HOBOKEN — Page 4.

dependent
determine the value of the sew-
age design plans prepared by
Mayvo Lynch & Associates

engineer will

sents Mayo Lynch

He said the court will prob-
ably appoint a new engineer
next week

Hoboking moving
to dismiss suits

Continued from Page 1
vate sectors. He 1s seeking $10
million in damages from her

D‘Amelio said he will "sec
the suits through to the end.”
He predicted that the city
would again attempt 1o “sabo
tage™ the suits by claiming he
outlined no cause of action

| am prepared for whatey
er they try to do to me next.”
D’'Amelio said.

Graves said the suits "are
not worth commenting on” but
said the city would be success:
ful in having them dismissed

n'Amelio. who served 10

months as law director, broke
from Vezzetti shortly after his
appointment when he chal-
lenged the mayor's ability to
name members to the board of
ajustment.

Vezzetti succeeded in
ing the flamboyant director al
ter D'Amelio wrested control
of the Police Department and
attempted to alter policy

D'Amelio, who has re
turned to private practice, said
he sued because “the adminis-
tration’s continued harass-
ment” has affected his ability
to earn a living

Cappiello reported

study

b/sgkﬁ p
By JANET WILSON /

Staff Writer ‘3/
HOBOKEN—Five independent

Bo_ard of Education candidates are
being sized up for places on a three-

“It will take some time to figure
out who the best candidates are, and
who is considering dropping out,”
said the former mayor and political
kingpin.

Board Vice President James

/87

Irish eyes to smile on cop chief

By Jim DeRogatis K

Police Chief and “Irishman
of the Year” George Crimmins
will lead Hoboken's first annu-
al St. Patrick's Day parade
along Washington Street on
Saturday. .

A 28-year veteran of the
Hoboken police department,
Crimmins was chosen as the

. 62/€ 7“1-'\1' tried to adapt.”

Crimmins lives in uptown
Hoboken with his wife, Phyllis,
two sons, and three daughters.
He said he hopes several mem-
bers of his family will join him
in Saturday's parade.

Among those participating
in the parade will be the Hobo-
ken High School band, the Blue
Jacket Guards Band of Brook-

ments and the need for afford-

person slate to be backed by Coun-
able housing. The attorneys

cilman Steve Cappiello, according Monaco dropped out of the race last | parade’s first grand marshal lyn and the Fife and Drum

contend that the judge should
consider the merits of the law
itself, although they are confi-
dent they could present a case
outlining the current housing
crisis and the need for an anti-
warehousing law.

The fight against the Hobo-
ken rule is being watched
closely in North Bergen, Union
City and West New York, where
similar ordinances are in ef-
fect. The Jersey City Council is
considering an ordinance mod-
eled after the Hoboken law.

While both sides in the Ho-
boken battle await Humphreys’
decision, Jody Manasevit, the
city’'s newly-hired anti-ware-
housing enforcement officer,
has taken the first steps to en-
force the law. Mansevit said
“the clock started ticking” yes-
terday for 13 landlords suspect-
ed of warehousing apartments.
The landlords were subjects of
complaints from tenants, many
of them living in buildings with
warehoused apartments, she
said.

Once it is confirmed that
the apartments are vacant, ei-
ther by Manasevit or city hous-
ing inspectors, the landlords
will be notified that they have
60 days to rent the units. If they

—

70 PARK AVE.

NJ to zap

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The tenants of the
decrepit apartments at 70 Park Ave.
here are still without electricity
more than a month after it was shut
off, but the state now is trying to
help the city put pressure on the
landlords.

An article in The Dispatch Tues-
day described the plight of four
families in the building, who are
cooking and washing by candlelight
after a massive roof leak left elec-
trical wires wet. The tenants are
coping with a faulty, scum-filled
drainage system and a shrieking
fire alarm that goes off whenever
the hot water heaters are turned on.
In addition, there are holes in the
doors, walls and ceiling, and dozens
of other violations of building codes.

According to Jude Fitzgibbons,
the local construction code enforce-
ment official, the state Department
of Community Affairs will serve the
new owners of the building with a

to several sources.

There are a total ot seven inde-
pendents registered for the April 7
election, including board President
Richard England. All will run
against the three candidates on the
well-funded Committee for Quality

week, a City Hall source said, after
receiving assurances that Belfiore
would not be picked to run in his
place on a Cappiello-backed ticket.

The source said England probably

will run with Mercado and Pan
toliano.

Education ticket of Steve Block,

Carlos Peres and Michael Rossano.

Cappiello said yesterday that
England is the finest candidate run-

ning.

In a separate conversation, Eng-
would welcome
anybody’s support,
Cappiello's, and that he has met
with Gloria Pantoliano,
Mercado, Orlando Esposito, and
Perry Belfiore about possibly work-
ing together to share campaign

land said he

costs.

Cappiello said Pantoliano,
Mercado and Belfiore are all *‘good
candidates.” Asked about Esposito,
Cappiello said, ‘““He's a great boy,
a great young man."”’ Asked if that
means he is a good candidate as
well, Cappiello replied, “yes.”

Hoboken

The list of 135
building code
violations was
compiled more
than four years
ago

S ey e S oat . S St

list of 135 violations, compiled more
than four years ago, which never
were corrected by Mary-Ann Zahn

and Ruth Draper,
owners.

“The former owners are the cul-
prits. But he bought the building
without a green card, so he knew
there were a lot of problems,”
Fitzgibbons said, referring to Philip
DeAngelo, of Hurrah Properties in
Lincoln Park, who bought the prop-

the former

 Jandlords

‘“‘Mercado is probably the
strongest independent candidate
right now,”" England said. Mercado,
who garnered 1,700 votes in last
year's race, could not be reached
for comment.

England said he likes Pantoliano
because she is popular in her com-
munity, and because she is the only
candidate with children in the public
school system. She could not be
reached for comment either.

““Maybe that's what the board
needs — a parent,” England said.

The other two candidates running
are Felix Rivera, who has vowed to
remain independent, and William
Strangeman, who England said also
is interested in running as an inde-
pendent.

including

Mario

erty with Ken Tribona in October
for $450,000. A green card is a
certificate that a facility has passed

Francon

By Bill Campbell **

because of his service to the
community and his pride in his
Irish heritage, according to
Councilwoman Helen Cunning,
chairman of the parade’s the
organizaing committee.

Born and raised in Hobo-
ken, Crimmins' parents’ fam-
ilies both immigrated to this
area from Ireland. His father
served as a member of the Ho-
boken police force and three of
his brothers worked in law en-
forcement, so it was only natu-
ral that Crimmins became a
cop after leaving the U.S. Navy
in 1945.

Crimmins received an asso-
ciate degree in police science
and a B.A. in political science
from Rutgers University, and
simultaneously worked his way
through the ranks of the Hobo-
ken force. He was appointed
chief in 1970, and has seen the
department through a period of
great change in the city as it
recovered from the urban de-
cay of the '60s and underwent
the gentrification of the late
'70s and early '80s.

“The city has changed tre-
mendously since I've been
here.” Crimmins said. “The
problems that face the depart-
ment today are different from
those of several years ago, and

are all such nice people,” said

Corps of Edgewater Park.

Cunning said the idea of
starting a St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade in Hohoken originated
when she was running for an at-
large City Council seat on May-
or Thomas Vezzetti's ticket in
the May 1984 mayoral election.
She said the candidates fre-
quently stopped at the Shan-
non Lounge on First Street dur-
ing the campaign and the
tavern owners were also very
supportive.

“We asked the people at
Shannon's what they wanted if
we were elected. and they said
a St. Patrick's Day parade,”
Cunning said. “We're finally
getting it together, 18 months
later.”

Hoboken has historically
had a very strong Irish popula-
tion. and Cunning said she be-
lieves the city has witnessed “a
new influx of Irish™ in recent
vears. “There is a strong new
Irish community and they are
very interested in discovering
their roots,” she said.

The committee hopes to or-
ganize a Hoboken branch of the
Irish Cultural Society.

Marchers will assemble at
noon at 14th and Washington
streets and proceed south 10-
wards City Hall.

e won't be on council

Amato, 43, is a civic activ-
ist, homemaker and mother.

Photo by Wally Henng

Police Chief George Crimmins at his desk.

said he was clearing a lot on
First and Jefferson streets

all building codes, and it custom-
arily is obtained before a property
changes hands.

If the state violations are not
corrected, the owners could face
stiffer fines than they do locally,
and eventually could have a lien
placed on their property.

Zahn and Draper, the former
owners, meanwhile face court
charges for 117 violations at another
property they own, 811 Willow Ave,
There are seven families living
there, in the midst of similar de-
terioration.

It also was learned yesterday that
Zahn and Draper have been sued in
the past by the state Attorney
General’s Office, and paid a $3,000
fine for violations at 68 Park Ave.,
now a renovated condominium
where apartments are selling for
$135.000 apiece.

A 32-year Hoboken politi-
cal tralition is coming to an
end with the announcement
vesterday that Louis and Mary
Francone, the husband-and-
wife team who have occupied
the Fourth Ward City Council
seat since the 1950s, will not
seek reelection.

Instead, the Francones’ at-
tended the City Hall filing cer-
emony of Flo Amato, once an
arch political foe, who they are
now supporting for the council
seat. “She ran against us three
times, she’s proven that she's a
good worker,” said Louis Fran-
cone, who held the Fourth
Ward seat from 1955 to 1983,

“'m going to miss this, they

-
§+ "= §2Mary Francone, whose term ex-

pires in July. “We all support
Flo Amato, she'll be good to all
of us.”

Amato was selected Thurs-,

day night during a meeting at
the Louis Francone Auxiliary
Woman's Club. “I decided to let
the ladies decide,” Louis Fran-
cone said.

Tucked in the city’s south-
west corner, the Fourth Ward
is slated for some of the city's
largest real estate projects.

“Up to now, we are the forgot- -

ten ward,” Amato said. “Up to
now we have more vacant land
than any other ward. It's time
that we develop that land and
stand out with the rest of the
city.” ’

Her husband, Andrew, served
briefly as an aide to former
Mayor Steve Cappiello and lat-
er as Public Works director

Amato, who picked up peti-
tions in mid-January, submit-
ted 100 petitions to assistant
city clerk Frank Fortunata. She
prb(liﬂcd that uniting the
Amato and Francone teams
would ensure her victory

According to Louis Fran-
cone, who until recently told
supporters he was considering
another bid for the seat, the
decision to support Amato
stems from a mid-winter meet-
ing with Flo and Andfew. He

when Andrew asked if his wife
could run.

“We're not retiring, we're
not going anywhere,” Louis
Francone said. “I'm still a com-
mitteeman and our door will
always be open.”

Councilman Robert Ran-
ieri, who has endorsed Amato,
said she 'will run with the slo-
gan “Tradition and Progress.”
“Tradition” represents the
Francones and “Progress” rep-
resents the Amatos, he said.

"No other candidates have
yet announced for the seat. All
six Hoboken ward seats are up
in the May election {




Couple must leave

home in

4 4 /h

By Bill Campbell

The embattled superinten
dent of Hoboken Cemetery and
his wife must leave their ceme
tery home by Friday afler ex
nausting their appeals of the
superintendent s firing

Hudson County Superion
Court Appellate Judge
frey Gaulkin vesterday denied
a request to postpone the firing
of superintendent Richard
Buchta, upheolding the cemc
tery's board of trustees’ Janu
ary ouster of Buchta and his
wife, Roswitha, the cemetery's
administrator

Gaulkin made his decision
without comment

Buchta and his wife have
exhausted their appeals and
must leave the cemetery by Fri
day. said their attorney. Don
ald Rosanelli of Newark. The
Buchtas live at the cemetery,
which is on Tonnelle Avenue in
North Bergen. in a house pro-
vided by the board of trustees

Rosanelli said he will file
papers in the chancery division
of Superior Court later this

Geol

month seeking injunctive relief

and punitive damages from the
board of trustees. He said the
outspoken Buchta was fired be-
cause he was “‘a whistle-
blower.”

Rosanelli argued that the
board was sitting improperly

cemetery

8 L

)

15-acre cemd

a 1ol

ment practices ot t

Iin papers filed
by K«
und
er interments | i
possible !
and embezzlement of funds. He
said he discussed the finding
with the board tarv, Vi
toria Fields
keep quiet, don't make

Joard member includ

questionn

anelll. Buchta d e

overed eviaenoes

thefl ol equij el

S SOOI

and

ex-officio officers Mayor T}
as Vezzetti and Hobokel
Council President E. N«
Wilson, have 1ed
charges. Howevel
Vezzetli, who last
gan plaving an active
the management of the facility
have criticized Fields Tor al
lowing the cemetery to fall into
disrepain

Fields could
reached for comment

The cemetery trustees on
Jan. 6 fired Buchta for not com
plyving with financial guide
lines set by the board last Sep
tember. They charged that
Buchta made $200,000 in capi

riman
aoeh Lh«
Wilson and
summer be

role in

not b

See COUPLE — Page 6

Couple must leave
home in cemetery

Continued from Page 1
tal purchases without the
knowlege or approval of the
bhoard
The board also claimed
that Buchta improperly man-
aged employee payroll. Social
Security and tax records, but
no charges of wrongdoing were
levied
lronically., Buchta was
hired last summer after the
cemetery became the center ol
a controversy. Wilson threat
ened to file suit against the
board of trustees after recen
ing complaints from residents
that the facility was “disgrace
ful and in need of immediate
attention.” Other city officials
have complained that Fields
and her daughter, Mary Eliza
heth Barr, the president, were
uncooperative when the city
asked for financial 1in
formation
Buchta. who has since been
replaced as superintendent
has remained at the cemeter)
pending the appeal. He said he
has discussed his findings with
the state Attorney General's Of
fice and the state Cemeter
Board.
Buchta that

charged m

e ————

AUDIT

Continued trom Page 1

part of its reorganization plan, has
suggested possibly eliminating the
city Building Department and con-
tracting with an outside inspecting
firm to handle the work.

Newman, who formerly served on
the Board of Adjustment, has been
a vocal critic of the Building De-
partment for years. Arezzo charged
vesterday that Newman and
Pasculli are out to get him because
of past inspections he had done of
their own and relatives’ properties.

. Most recently, the Hudson School,
whose principal is Newman's wife,
Suellen, had to be moved from 506
Park Ave. because of fire code
violations. Arezzo said he had noth-
ing to do with the original complaint
that brought inspectors to the build-
ing, and had not tried to slow repair
work there

On Monday, Arezzo wrote the
Mayor’s Office saying he could not
issue permits for repair work on the
school without having a fire subcode
official to review plans. The former
subcode official, Ray Falco, was
also a fire captain who had given
notice last week that he was retiring
from the Fire Department. Graves
returned a letter to Falco, saying
that if he resigned from one job, he
could not continue to work in the

proper interments have contin
ued. one as recently as Feb. 25.
according to court papers. In
one instance. a relative of a
vietim of acquired immune de
ficieney syndrome was charged
for a “double-depth” interment
although the body was buried
at 48 inches, the legal require
ment of a single-depth
interment

Buchta and his attorney
also charge that trusteces have
failed to hold an election of
officers in more than eight
vears and the majority of pre-
sent trustees are serving
illegally

Rosanelli said he will seek
to have Buchta reinstated as
superintendent

Jersey
to audit
Hoboken

agency
Dis/hehr 3-5-%)
By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—Inspectors from the
state Bureau of Construction Code
Enforcement are set to begin an
audit of the city Building Depart-
ment this morning, against a
backdrop of political dispute.

Alfred Arezzo, the city construc-
tion code official, yesterday
charged that the audit and other
actions involving his office this
week are part of a “‘conspiracy” by
the Mayor’s Office, the Law Depart-
ment and several City Council mem-
bers to have him removed.

“But 1 got news for them,”
Arezzo said yesterday. "I am here
to stay.”

“Anytime anybody says anything
about his office, he thinks it's a
conspiracy,” Law Department Dj-
rector William Graves said.

Fierce debate concerning the of-
fice also was expected at last
night's council meeting.

Councilmen Thomas Newman and
Patrick Pasculli had sponsored a
resolution Feb. 24 calling for the
state audit. The Mayor's Office, as

See AUDIT, Page 28

uther. Arezzo wrote a letter to
Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, asking
him to keep Falco as subcode of-
ficial, but that request was refused.

Graves said he did not understand
why Arezzo had to write a letter on
Falco's behalf.

““‘He had to pass a test to become
a fire captain. I assume he knows
how to speak English. And write it,”
Graves said. “‘He could have come
to see me if he had any questions,
or proof that I did not know some-
thing that would have been relevant
to his case.”

Deputy Fire Chief Richard Trem-
itiedi, who is also licensed as a fire
subcode official, was sworn in late
Tuesday on a provisional basis to
inspect plans for the Building De-
partment

Yesterday, Tremitiedi reviewed
and approved the plans for repairs
to the Hudson School. DOT Elec-
trical Corp. of Bayonne is to be paid

$6.90 to install a central alarm

system

The school’s % students and their
teachers have been continuing
classes in space provided by Stevens
Tech. Next week, they are dué to
move to the Demarest School, a
public school with declining en-
rollment that has several extra
empty rooms

1
{
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10 YEARS AGO and TODAY

HOBOKEN: TALE OF 2 CITIES

DisFEIG o 5/ R/E > 2
'Re habs driving out Puerto Ricans B

By JANET WILSON

Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—This is the story of
two cities: One that 10 years ago
had a flourishing Puerto Rican pop-
ulation, and today one from which

thousands of Puerto Ricans have
been driven out.

This is the story of two buildings,
@ and 70 Park Ave., that are
emblems of Hoboken housing. No.
68 has nine beautifully refurbished
luxury condominiums. No. 70 is a
wreck
Two Puerto Rican women in No.
70, who have endured years of bully-
ing and neglect at the hands of
landlords, are determined to stay at
all costs, unlike thousands of others
| who have been forced out of other
| buildings

Sonia Almenas and her neighbor

Lydia Santos live in a building
where snails crawled out of the
scum in the broken drainpipes at
one point. where there has been no
electricity for a month; and where
their children do homework bv
candlelight -

“The logical thing to do would be
to move out, but there is no other
place for me to go," said Santos. “1
am not going to sleep in the park
with my children.”

Philip D’Angelo, the most recent
landlord, has offered the two women
$10000 each to move out of the
apartments they have rented for 13
years for $127 and $135 per month.
But he refuses to provide the major
repairs needed in their apartments.

"1 offered them substantial mon-
ey, if they want $10,000 they can
have it. They can go back to Puerto
Rico,” said D'Angelo last week.

“But I'm not fixing up their apart-
ments for §100 rent.”

The dilemma faced by the two
mothers is a scenario that has been
played out time and again here in
the last decade. Unlike Almenas and
Santos, however, thousands of other
Hispanics have bailed out of de-
teriorating homes by grabbing the
money offered by landlords eager to
empty the buildings and convert
them to condominiums. Within
months, the families have found the
money cannot buy six months’ rent
in another apartment in this rapidly
gentrifying city

In 1980, there were 17,000 His-
panic people living here, nearly all
of them from Puerto Rico. They
made up 40.2 percent of the popu-
lation, more than any other ethnic

See TALE, Page 17

THE SAME LANDLORD owns these buildings on Park
Avenue in Hoboken. No. 68, at left, has been converted

Continued from Page 1
group here.

At least 5,000 Hispanics have left
the Mile Square City in just seven
years, according to city officials,
who base their estimates on declin-
ing school enrollments and swollen
waiting lists for subsidized housing.

Many of the Hispanics have reset-
tled in Camden, Elizabeth, Philadel-
phia and Bridgeport, Conn., accord-
ing to Tom Olivieri, a tenant ad-
vocate for the city Community De-
velopment Agency. Others have re-
turned to the South Bronx from
which they moved in search of
better housing.

“The Hispanic population in
Hoboken has been decimated,”
Olivieri said. ‘“They take the $5,000
in cash, that won't even last them
half a year. If they're lucky enough
to find an apartment that accepts
children, that does not discriminate
against Hispanics, it costs a min-
imum of $600. Then they've got a
$600 finder's fee for the Realtor, a
$600 security deposit, and they've
already spent a third of that money.
Just for rent, the rest will be gone
in six months.”

Olivieri and others attribute the
rapid decline to a loss of jobs, to the

| easy travel by. airplane between
. Puerto Rico and New Jersey, but

mostly to the stark facts of gen-
trification. The quick cash
payments and warehousing of apart-
ments that hit all of working-class
Hoboken hard may have hit His-
panics hardest of all.

Thousands are still here, the
lucky ones in the housing projects
at the northwest edgé of town, hun-
dreds of others hanging on in apart-
ments that have become unfit for
human habitation after years of
neglect by landlords and ineffectual
legal action by the city.

The two buildings on Park Avenue
are textbook examples of how His-
panics have been forced out to make
way for developers.

In 1980, No. 688 was bought for
$456,000 and No. 70 was bought for
$50,000 by Ruth Draper and Mary-
Ann Zahn. The buildings were al-
ready in declining condition, after
changing hands several times in the
1970s, but were habitable. In fact,
15 Hispanic families and three black

families filled all but two of the 20
apartments in the two buildings.

But badly needed repairs were
not made, and starting in 198, the
owners went door to door in No. 68,
telling the tenants they had to leave
because the building was in such
bad shape it was going to be con-
demned.

Seven of the tenmants in No. 68
were paid $1500 each, and were
gone by 1984. There were only three
families left, and they were moved
next door.

Within two years, Zahn ‘and
Draper had their building rebuiit
and nine condominiums on the mar-
ket.

In 19687, No. 68 has been emptied
of previous tenants, gutted and re-
built. Pretty blue-stained glass fills
the space above the door, and the
steps are new brick and stone. A
brightly painted sign advertises
‘‘Quality-Class-Charm’’ con-
dominiums, and tax records show
one has been sold to a couple from
White Plains, N.Y., for $135,000.

Zahn and Draper tried the same
strategy in No. 70. The city’s build-
ing code enforcement policies ag-
gravated the situation. State and
local housing inspections show
dozens of building code violations,
yet the owners were fined only $30
in 1982, $50 in 1983 and $60 in 1984,
and the building continued to de-
teriorate. In 1984, the owners told
the tenants they had to leave be-
cause conditions were so bad, but
only one of the five remaining fami-
lies would leave, after being paid
$6,000.

The code provides for fines of up
to $100 per day per violation, mean-
ing the owners could have been
fined tens of thousands of dollars.

Last summer, they sold the build-
ing, because, according to Zahn, she
and her partner no longer “‘want to
be in the business of holding build-
ings where there are tenants that
have to be displaced.”

The door at No. 70 is boarded up
with plywood. The front steps are
crumbiing. The building is 60
percent empty, with two black fami-
lies originally from No. 68 living on
the top floor, Lydia Santos on the
fourth floor and Almenas on the

to condominiums. Its neighbor, No. 70, an official
charged, is being warehoused.

first floor.

The new owners, D'Angelo and
Ken Tribona paid $450,000 for this
collapsing building, with an in-
operable central plumbing system
and scores of health, building and
fire safety violations.

“It’s a business proposition,
we're converting it into con-
dominiums,” said D'Angelo last
week . They have tried everything to
get the remaining families out, in-
cluding offering to buy another run-
down building te which the tenants
could move and payments of
thousands of dollars.

“I'm not moving, I have no other
apartment,”’ said Santos. ‘‘They are
not going to force me out,” said
Almenas.

D’Angelo replied: ““Those people
can stay there as long as they want,
but I'm not going to fix their apart-
ments for $100 rent. I'll do what I
have to to satisfy the city, mostly
put some paint on the walls.”

““Their rationale is off the wall,”
said the CDA’s Olivieri of D’Angelo
and Tribona. “They say they're
business people, yet they're willing
to pay $450,000 for a bad building.
They know arithmetic. A landlord’s
business is providing a service to
tenants, he's required to do that,
and he's not allowed to chase them
out.” .

In the meantime, the deteriora-
tion continues. .

A visit to the building last week
was a visit to a building where
children live in constant danger and
hardship. There has been no elec-
tricity for a month, after the roof
caved in under heavy snows. Incor-
rectly installed fire alarms that
finally were put in during November
after years of absence meant that
for that month, an ear-splitting
noise filled the building night and
day. :

Almenas had lived on one side of
the first floor right side for many
years, but received the last owner's
permission to move across the hall
after snails began crawling out of
the scum backed up in the bathroom
drains because of broken sewerage
pipes.

It is lucky she did. The January
flood from melting snow left a dirty,
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5-foot-thick frozen waterfall that
drapes over the kitchen sink and
decrepit linoleum in her old apart-
ment.

For mothers with two school-age
children, no electricity means cook-
ing by candlelight, young eyes doing
homework by candlelight, and mak-
ing beds with the light provided by
a crack under the door to the
hallway.

Another health hazard is created
by the fire alarms, which are trig-
gered every time Almenas turns on
her hot-water heater in the kitchen.
Last November, after years without
adequate smoke detectors,
D’Angelo, who had just bought the
building, had fire alarms installed.
They were placed too close to the
hot-water heaters.

For the first month, the fire
alarms were on permanaently,
meaning an ear-splitting wail filled
the building 24 hours a day.
Almenas’ 10-year-old daughter
grimaces and freezes in place when
her mother demonstrates how turn-
ing on the hot-water heater in the
kitchen still sets off the alarm.

“It's like crying wolf,” pointed
out Olivieri. “‘How would they know
i here was a real fire?”

Last week, after the city elec-
trical inspector, Pat Celino, ordered
D'Angelo to do something, he had
an industrial-strength yellow cable
strung across the living room. To
light the kitchen, Almenas has to
drag the cable across the floor and
hold it in one hand as she works, or
try to clip it somewhere at a proper
angle to free up both hands. Two
days later, the electricity went off
again, with no explanation.

Almenas is only a little more than
4 feet tall. She suffered from polio
when she was young, and came to
Hoboken from Puerto Rico for an
operation at St. Mary Hospital here
that saved her life.

In spite of the abuse to which she
and her children have been sub-
jected, she loves Hoboken, and nev-
er has returned to the land of her
birth.

“There is good health care here,
there are good friends here, my-kids
were born here,” she says through
a translator. ‘“This is my home.”

-

TENANT SONIA ALMENAS looks recently at the

imposing ice formation in her f
Park Ave. in Hoboken, ormer apartment at 70

City’s tax counsel
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may not

By Bill Campbell

Hoboken's special tax
counsel for the past 34 years
will not be paid for future ser-
vices unless the City Council
ratifies a contract recognizing
his employment.

Citing the landmark Mayo
Lynch decision which required
the city to renew all existing
professional service agree-
ments, municipal Law Director
William Graves told the City
Council last night that Herbert
Fine cannot be paid until he is
awarded a city contract.

The council unanimously
agreed to table a resolution au-
thorizing a $2,916 payment to
Fine for services rendered dur-
ing January.

Graves said he conducted a
search for Fine's contract at

be paid

the request of Councilwoman
Helen Cunning but found only
a 1954 resolution naming him
special counsel. “But as far as |
can tell, in all these years he
has never had a contract with
the city,” Graves said.

Asked if he considered
Fine to be the city's tax consul-
tant, Graves said, “No, not le-
gally, according to the informa
tion available in the City
Clerk’s office.”

Fine, who did not attend
the session, is currently in-
volved in the city's efforts to
recover back taxes from the
bankrupt Braswell Shipyards
on 14th and Hudson streets. He
was also instrumental in the
city’s recapturing money in
lieu of taxes on railroad prop-

See CITY — Page 9.

City’s tax counsel
may not be paid

Continued from Page 1

erty near the Jersey City
border

Fine also represents the
city in all tax appeals.

Councilman Robert Ran-
ieri last night defended the
payment to Fine

“Don’t we have a duty or a
right to pay him?"” he asked.
The 1954 resolution stated that
Fine can serve “until this coun-
cil determines that there is no
longer a need for his employ-
ment,” he added

Councilman and former
Mavor Steve Cappiello urged
the council to reconsider pay-
ment because Fine's services
will be “important” when the
city revalues its property later
this vear. “1 just hope we will
not disturb that situation.” he
said.

However, other couhneil
members and Graves felt that
Fine's services may no longer
be necessary. The council in
January hired an attorney in
South Carolina to handle the
Braswell bankruptey proceed-
ings, and Graves said the law
department is capable of facili-
tating regular tax appeals “in

house.” Councilman Thomas
Newman said Fine and Henn
Brown, the South Carolina
counsel, had “a discrepancy ol
legal opinions which raiscs
some questions in my mind.’
The city is hoping to recon
er nearly $2 million in back
taxes and interest on the Bras
well property which was once
owned by Bethlehem Steel
Graves said he wrote Fine
last week requesting informa
tion on his employment status
with the city. He said he has yet
to receive a reply
“However, as | understand
it. the effect of (Superior Court
Assignment)Judge Burrell Ives
Humphreys' (Mayo Lynch) rul
ing on this ecity is that we are
not at liberty to pay for services
uniless there is a valid con
tract,” Graves said
Humphreys last Oct. 24
found the city’'s $2 million con
tract with sewage plant design
engineers Mavo Lynch & Asso
ctates itnvalid because the
scope of payment was not prop
erly advertised. Other munici
pal professional service con
tracts had to be re-ratified as a
result of the decision
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Almost all eyes are on condominium conversion
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Washington Street rowhouses make up one form of Hoboken’s housing stock.

(“(;nlmued from Page 22
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DeFino has said they are consider-
ing another bill that would reguire
such set-asides in any condo or co-
op conversion Similar legislation is
expected to be introduced in
Hoboken when a new Master Plan
is introduced there

Mayor Anthony R. Cucel is said
to be supportive of a complete
moratorium on condominum con-
versions. Similar legislation has
been struck down in Fort Lee and
two other New Jersey municipal-
ities

On the state level, real estate
investors are keeping an eye on
legislatior introduced by As-
semblyman Charles J. Catrillo, R-
Jersey City, that would prohibit
conversions unless more than 50
percent of tenants in the building
agree to purchase their apartments

The bill, which was introduced in
late October, faces stiff opposition
from investors and has yet to be
heard by the Assembly Housing
Committee

Anti-warehousing bills, which
prohibit landlords from keeping
apartments vacant — an act that
makes resale or conversion of
apartments easier and more profit-
able — have been passed in West
New York, Hoboken, Union City,
North Bergen, Weehawken and
Hoboken.

Many developers say the laws are
a violation of private-property
rights, but a judge in U.S. District
Court in Newark found the law to
be constitutional. The law has many
Hoboken investors concerned be-
cause it has been much more com-
mon for buildings there to be emp-
tied of tenants before their sale for
conversion.

Units without tenants bring some
$10,000 more on the market than
those without. Prices for empty
apartments stand about $37,500 to
$40,000 in the more desireable neigh-
borhoods of Hoboken, Jersey City
and Boulevard East. Landlords are
making payoffs between $.,000 and
$10,000 to persuade tenants to leave.

One of the more important de
velopments real estate agents point
to over the past year is increasing
willingness of buyers from out of the
area to consider neighborhoods oth-
er than Hoboken.

The Jersey City Heights, the area
south of Journal Square, the Van

™ —

chools try to defuse

violen

By Agustin Torres (%ﬂ ,;/"//g)

Union City and Hoboken
school officials have started a
dialogue in hopes of finding a
solution to mounting tensions
between teenagers in the two
communities .

The educators’ concern
comes on the heels of the se-
vere beating police say two
trespassing Hoboken .\1ll(|(“lllh
inflicted on a 15-year-old Em-
erson High School student last
Friday in a corridor of the
l"nlmi City school. One of the
vouths charged with trespass
ing and assault was also
| charged with carrying a knife,
| said police and school officials
' The arrested youths are 14
and 15 years old
‘ On Monday, nine other Ho
boken teenagers, arriving in
three cars, were nabbed at Em

erson High School by detec

Tensions
among

tives who were ordered to
stake out the building at 318
18th St.. said police.

Union City Board of Educa-
tion President Jose Fuentes
said Superintendent of Schools
Richard Hanna is expected to
contact his Hoboken counter-
part, Walter Fine, to discuss
growing animosity between the
student bodies.

“We're approaching them
on a peer level to see il they
can’t do something about Hobo-
ken students who insist on com-

t inter-city

mounting
students

ing into our school,” said Fuen-
tes. “The problem is just a few
punks. We are not talking about
the entire Hoboken student
population but just a few who
are bent on looking for
trouble.”

Fine said he spoke with
Hanna yesterday by telephone.
A meeting has been arranged
for this morning with Hoboken
High School faculty members
and Principal Joseph Buda, he
said

“We received a

list of

feud

names of students from Union
City,” said Fine. “Our students
have already been suspended
from classes.”

Fine said they will first try

to determine who is involved in
the .
school hours. It is important,

Union City visits during
he said, first to establish that
the trespassers are indeed
from Hoboken.

On Friday, the victim of the
attack, Omar Martin, was taken
to the Christ Hospital intensive
care unit, Jersey City, where
his father, Aurelio, 58, suffered
an apparent héart attack while
visiting him, said police and
hospital officials.

Listed in stable condition,
Omar is now in a regular hospi-
tal room. His father, after
spending several days in the
cardiac care unit, was also

See SCHOOLS — Page 12

Vorst and Hamilton Park neighbor-
hoods, Weehawken and all of
Boulevard East have condominiums
selling as high as those in Hoboken
In addition, some investors are
seeking to promote housing with
views over the meadowlands as well
as views of the Manhattan skyline

At one point, Hoboken was the
only place for those who came from
out of the area. Now people have a
real choice,”’ said Neima Grandela
of Riverside Realty, which this
month opened a new branch in
Jersey City to add to its Hoboken
office

Grandela said 1986 was “‘a mixed
vear for Hoboken'' with sales slow-
ing down and prices stabilizing in
the second half

However, “Prices have been
going up in Jersey City without any
question,”” she adds

Barry Segall of Gold Coast Realty
explained, ‘1 think what you have
in Hoboken is a market two years
ahead of everything else (in the
county), and it's matured.”

Segall said he expects the city's
condominium prices to rise only by
5 percent in the next year but said
this is a healthy sign. He said he
expects demand to remain strong
for some time because of rising
employment opportunity in the met-
ropolitan area.

He said Hoboken, many Jersey
City neighborhoods and Boulevard
East are “now on a price com-
parable to Brooklyn and Queens,”
where units sell within some §
months of being placed on the mar-
ket.

Gold Coast is converting for itself
or on contract to owners a few
hundred condominium units.

The completion of the Newport

mall with four department stores
some 150 retail shops and a large
supermarket is going to fuel the
expansion, Segall added, arguing
that Queens and Brookiyn cannot
offer such easy access to a large
\Iu»ppmﬁ area

The county has a long way to go
in its growth and has only scratched
the surface.”” according to Leonard
Turi of Century 21/Turi Realty of
North Bergen. Turi said he is be-
coming involved in the construction
of an increasing number of
townhouses and condominiums irn
North Hudson :

“Income levels in the area are
going to increase,” Turi added

Both men acknowledged that in¢
vestors are attracted to New Jersey.
because condominium conversiomn
laws make it quicker to remove non-
buying tenants here than in New.
York, but Segall said he findg
Hudson County buildings in greater
disrepair. Both men also com-
plained of the stiff rent control
ordinances enforced in the county
and strongly supported vacancy de-
control laws, which would allow
landlords to raise rents to what they
consider market values once a ten-
ant leaves

Almost all investors are buying
with the intention of converting
their property, according to almost-
all of the 10 real estate agents in
the county interviewed. Only Al
Pasqual of Cupo/Tag Realty said
most investors he deals with are
staying in the rental market and
yielding returns of some 10 percent
a year.

Segall said some 10,000 con-
versions are expected in the county
each year for the next five years.

See HOUSING, Page 25
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Schools try to defuse
violent inter-city feud

Continued from Page 1

moved to another unit and is
considered stable, said family
members.

Omar said he did not know
why he was singled out but said
it might have been because he
sat next to a girl who admon-
ished the pair not disturb the
Spanish class the two were at-
tending. After the class, he was
attacked by the trespassers.

“Those of our students who
are involved will be referred to
a Child Study Team for a psy-
chological evaluation,” said
Fine.

Fuentes said the problems
between the students from the
two neighboring communities
stem from hostile events at ath-
letic events over the past two
vears. Since a serious injury
has occurred as a result of a
smoldering relationship, he
said, the Union City school dis-
trict is investigating the possi-
bility of bowing out of any fu-
ture athletic competition with
Hoboken.

Fine said he is reluctant to
take that step.

Most of the problems at
athletic events were caused by
“fans,” he said, and urged that
students not pay the penalty for
the actions of others.

“If they want to sit down
and discuss eliminating fans
from the games then we are
willing to discuss it,” he said.
“I'm sure it can be done.”

Fuentes added that remov-
ing Hoboken from sport sched-
ules was only being studied
and would require further re-
view by the full school board.

“I'm not about to rush into
a panic or turn the school into a
Leavenworth,” he said, refer-
ring to the stationing of police
officers and transferring a
school security guard, retired
Detective Bureau head Wilbur
Nelson, to Emerson.

City Commissioner and
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By Bill Campbell 1’/‘
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going on here,” Rosanelli said of the
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ners plan protest at cemetery today

state Assemblyman Ronald
Dario was annoyed that he
could not get an answer from
the Board of Education on
whether one of the security
guards hired by the school pan-
el, a job political opponents
charged was just a patronage
post, was stationed at Emerson.

“I was told they couldn™
give me that information be-
cause it was part of a police
investigation,” said Dario. “I'm
upset because this could just as
well have happened to my
daughter who attends classes
in Emerson.”

He also said that as a par-
ent he is concerned that the
incident had been kept too qui-
et by officials and that he had
to learn about it in The Jersey
Journal.

School

Trustee Ralph

Lanni said he also learned of

the attack in the paper. “They
did a good job of keeping it
guiet,” he said of school
officials.

Meanwhile, Omar has been
receiving visits and telephone
calls from well-wishers, includ-
ing Emerson administrators.

“I also received a call from
Joe Buda, the principal of Ho-
boken, who apologized for what
happened,” he said.

The youth said he appreci-
ated all the help and support
he received from fellow stu-
dents and educators.

He also learned from ad-
ministrators and other stu-
dents that many future dances
and events at Emerson have
been cancelled or suspended
until better supervision has
been devised.

“I did hear that some of my
friends received telephone
calls from Hoboken warning
how they were going to kick our
butts,” he said.

“Unfortunately,” said
Omar, “1 don't think this whole
business is going to stop.”

Several plot owners and support-
ers of ousted Hoboken Cemetery Su-
perintendent Richard Buchta are
scheduled to hold a demonstration
at the North Bergen facility today to
protest deteriorated conditions and
management of the 15-acre
cemetery. :

Donald Rosanelli,  Buchta’s at-
torney, said the plot owners decided
to hold a noon protest after a four-
hour meeting yesterday with the out-
going superindentent and an assis-
tant state attorney general

“They were outraged, totally
amazed and surprised to see what is

T —————

10 plot owners who attended the ses-
sion. He said they became interested
in the management of the cemetery
after reading newspaper accounts of
Buchta’s firing by the cemetery's
board of trustees.

Buchta was fired Jan. 6 for alleg-
edly ignoring financial guidelines
set last fall. Trustees claim Buchta
spent more than $200,000 on capital
items without permission.

Buchta, in turn, has said the
board is sitting improperly and
charged the trustees are violating
their charter by refusing to hold a
proper election. He says he was fired
after presenting board secretary Vir-

ginia Fields with evidence of im-
proper interments, a “coverup” of
possible theft of equipment and em-
bezzelement of funds.

Sherrie Gibble, an assistant at-
torney general who attended yester-
day's meeting, has been investigat-
ing Buchta’'s charges of
mismanagement by the board, Ro-
sanelli said. He said she and the plot
owners toured the facilities before
the meeting.

Gibble
comment.

Rosanelli, who lost an attempt in
appellate court Monday to have
Buchta reinstated as superinten-
dent, said the outspoken Buchta was

was unavailable for

a “whistleblower.” He said he will
file papers in chancery division later
this month seeking injunctive relief
and punitive damages.

Buchta's wife, Roswitha, the
cemetery's administrator, was also
terminated by the board. The couple
must leave their cemetery home by
Friday.

Trustees have denied any
wrongdoing.

The cemetery’s trust account.
which is held by the city, is valued at
more than $1 million, said Hoboken
officials. The board became the tar-
get of municipal criticism last sum-
mer after it was discovered that May-
or Thomas Vezzetti and City Council

President E. Norman Wilson were
ex-officio members.

Wilson launched an investiga-
tion into the management of the fa-
cility after receiving complaints by
plot owners that gravesites were in
disrepair. He later threatened to sue
the trustees for refusing to disclose
financial information and conduct
board meetings.

Buchta was hired as superinten-
dent in June and is credited by both
supporters and critics with improv-
ing the conditions at the facility.

The cemetery is located at 5500
Tonnelle Ave. in North Bergen. Ro-
sanelli said the demonstration will
be held from noon to 2 p.m.

—
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Arezzo accuses
Vezzetti, allies
of interference

90 035%)
By Jim DeRogatis ’

Hoboken's embattled con-
struction code official, Alfred
Arezzo,yesterday charged May-
or Thomas Vezzetti and mem-
bers of his administration with
attempting to politically inter-
fere with his office.

The charges were un-
leashed at the outset of a state
inspection of Arezzo’s office
scheduled to begin today and
were the latest volley in an
ongoing feud involving Arezzo,
Vezzetti and several City Coun-
cil members.

According to Arezzo, Vez-
zetti, his executive assistant,
Laurie Fabiano, Councilmen
Patrick Pasculli and Thomas
Newman and city Law Director
William Graves “are all part of
a conspiracy against this de-
partment. They are politically
interfering with my office by
trying to gain control of this
department for their own polit-
ical advancement,” he said.

Members of the adminis-
tration attacked Arezzo on
Tuesday and charged him with
attempting to slow down work
to repair fire code violations in
the city-owned Hoboken Public
Library building. The viola-
tions forced the Hudson School
and the Hoboken Industrial
School, which are housed in
the back of the century-old
structure at 506 Park Ave., to
vacate until the necessary re-
pairs are complete.

The Hudson School, a pri-
vate grammar school with
about 100 gifted and talented
students, is run by Newman's
wife Suellen,, Newman and
Arezzo have a long-running
feud that came to a head last
summer when the construction
code official brought Newman,
then a member of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment, to court
over what he said were zoning
violations in Newman's Garden
Street cabinet-making shop.

Newman and Pasculli re-
quested the state audit to de-
termine whether Arezzo's of-
fice is being run efficiently,
and the mayor issued a letter
supporting the move. The coun-
cilmen believe it would be
more cost-effective for the city
to abolish the office and hire
an outside inspecting firm..

But Arezzo charged yester-
day that the councilmen’s mo-
tives are political. He said Pas-
culli's brother, Nicholas, a
worker with P&P Construction,
“has been stopped from work-
ing in the past without con-
struction permits, and New-
man has had zoning violations
against him, and now problems
with the Hudson School.”

Arezzo criticized the ad-
ministration’s handling of the
Library repairs and said City
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius awarded a eontract for

electrical repairs to the Dot
Electric Co. without having
plans approved by the costruc-
tion code office. He said plans
weren’t submitted to his office
until last Thursday and he has
been unable to approve them
because his office no longer
has a fire subcode official.

Ray Falco retired from the
Fire Department March 1 but
planned to stay on as fire sub-
code official. He was appointed
to the position by former Mayor
Steve Cappiello in 1980 and
claims to have tenure in the
job.

But Graves said*that “if
you're retiring from the city,
you're retiring,” and he ad-
vised Falco that he could no
longer remain with the con-
struction code office. Arezzo ,
responded by sending a letter
to Vezzetti and Graves saying
he could not approve the plans
for the library work because he
no longer had a construction
subcode official. _

Arezzo has frequently com-
plained that his office is drasti-
cally understaffed and ill-
equipped to deal will
Hoboken's construction boom.
He believes the state audit will
justify his claims, while his op-
ponents say it will show a histo-
ry of mismanagement and poor
practices.

Vezzetti has frequently
said he would like to remove
Arezzo from his position, but
without evidence of wrongdo-
ing the mayvor cannot fire the
construction code official un-
der state law.

“I'm doing my job and I'm
here to stay,” Arezzo said. He
added he is considering suing
the administration on charges
of “collusion and conspiracy”
regarding problems with the li-
brary building once the state
audit is complete.

Meanwhile, students in the
Hudson School continue to
have class in the Demarest
School and the Industrial
School classes are suspended
until work is completed in the
library. Deputy Fire Chief
Richard Tremitiedi, temporary
fire subcode official, reviewed
the plans for the repairs yester-
day and said changes must be
made by the architecht.

Tremitiedi could not say
when work might be dorc so
students can return.




Baker tru
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ly renaissance plaza

Baker Waterfront Plaza, the $10.75 million
mixed-use office complex at 2 Hudson Place,
represents one of the first physical signs of
renaissance along the Hoboken waterfront.

Developed by Hoboken attorney Gerald
Baker and his brdther Robert, the building is
located several hundred feet from the Erie-
Lackwanna Terminal and the Hoboken PATH

station. Although the Bakers are suing the city.

and state to obtain a sewerage hookup permit,
the project is scheduled for occupancy later
this year

The project will be a 93,000-square-foot
steel and concrete building with a Victorian-
style facade of red brick and granite. Plans also
call for an atrium facing the Manhattan skyline
undi a variety of shops to serve the commuter
trade.

A 9875-square-foot park and plaza is
planned alongside the building to utilize the
existing cobblestone streets. Geraid Baker,
whose law offices are located in the old Hobo-
ken Land Building at 1 Hudson Place, said the
waterfront project was first envisioned in 1942
when his father purchased the site.

The developers last year secured federal
and state funds and received an application for
a wet sewer hookup after the city entered into
an administrative consent order with the state
Department of Environmental Protection. A
groundbreaking ceremony was held last May.

Baker last month filed a lawsuit against the
city and the DEP after Hoboken violated the
consent agreement and the state refused to
issue sewerage hookup permits. The suit is still
pending in County Superior Court.

Nonetheless, Baker predicts he will receive
the permit before completion.

COLLECTION CONTRACT

Hoboken plans

citywide

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The city is cleaning
As the last ravages of winter wind
nt loose bits of trash and paper
icing through the streets yester-
lay, city officials were indoors

makKing plans for a spring cleaning

with the kickoff scheduled for April

1

Part of the cleanup effort will

involve keeping a careful eye on the
city's new garbage collection com-
pany, Browning Ferris Industries of
Texas. Other measures will include
the possible hiring of a phalanx of
part-lime street sweepers, enlisting
the aid and financial backing of
local merchants to keep main shop-
ping streets neat, and slapping sum-
monses on negligent car owners who
do not move their vehicles out of the
path of the city's mechanical street
cleaners

The city is really dirty, dirtier
than it's been for a number of
years,”" City Councilman Patrick
Pasculli said. “We've got to im-
prove the situation. "

Pasculli, the rest of the council's
Public Works Committee — Coun-
cilmen Joseph DellaFave and Tom
Newman and Council President
E. Norman Wilson met with Public
Works Director Roy Haack yester-
day afternoon. A number of pro-
posals were aired

[CAssigning a city employee to
follow and monitor the performance
of the garbage trucks run by BFI,
the company hired in Decmember
that has come under fire for block-
ing traffic by collecting garbage
during rush hour, and skipping cer-
tain streets.

OHiring an additional 10 to 15 city
street sweepers to work part-time
along with the 12 full-time cleanup
men already hitting the pavement.

DAsking the merchants group
ADVANTAGE to fund partially the
hiring of an additional two street
sweepers to look after Washington
and First streets. Haack was ex-
pected to meet with ADVANTAGE
representatives last night.

cleanup

Stey ping ug enforcement yf
ilternate-sige-oi-lhe-streel parking
aAWS., S0 cCily streel Cleaning ma
chinery can reach the gutters
end up blocked out Dby illegally
parked cars

Both Wilson and Pasculli said
they had received numerous phone
('&A”.\' and letters and had been
stopped by residents in the street
complaining about the city's ap
pearance. Pasculli also said he had
been appalled by the piles of gar
bage in certain locations, most re-
cently at the Fox Garden senior
citizen apartments at 12th and Clin
ton Streets

Many of the complaints are
directed towards BFI, the giant
national garbage-collection com
pany that underbid LaFera Corp. in
the spring by $240,000 and won a
lucrative $1.2 million contract to
collect here six days a week
LaFera, of North Arlington, had
collected garbage here for 25 years
and had bid $1.4 million for this
year

BFI, which as a national con
glomerate can afford to bid
cheaper, has used the underbidding
tactic in several area municipalities
to clean up a sizeable piece of the
garbage business. It has handled
garbage collection for 24 North Jer-
sey towns in the last three years,
including Weehawken, Secaucus and
North Bergen. In each town, the
Texas-based company underbid the
established local garbage collector
by just enough to receive the job.

In both this city and Secaucus, the
local contractor whe lost sued BFI.
LaFera lost here; Classic Collection
Corp. of Saddie Brook, which had
handled Secaucus, won, but BFI is
appealing.

Weehawken officials said they
had some scheduling problems with
BFI, but not as many major com-
plaints as this city. Another com-
pnay underbid BFI this year in
Weehawken, and now is doing the
work. Secaucus Mayor Paul Amico
said he had no complaints regarding
BFI's performance.

————

Vezzetti’'s enemies
lgack board ticket
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months ago, according to Turso,

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Richard England,
Mario Mercado and Geraldine Pan-
toliano have been endorsed by
Citizens Organized for Good Gov-
ernment, a citizens' group opposed
to Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, as
candidates in the April 7 Board of
Education election.

Frank Turso, head of COGG, said
his organization has decided Eng-
land, Mercado and Pantoliano are
the most qualified, least political
candidates. COGG has planned a
fund-raiser for the candidates in two
weeks at the Holiday Lounge on
Grand Street.

England, who is now board presi-
dent, said he appreciated the back-
ing. He added that he, Mercado, and
Pantoliano probably will announce
their intentions to run as a ticket by
the end of the week

COGG was formed about four

& r———

with the aim of removing Vezzetti
and his administration from City
Hall. Turso criticized Vezzetti for
“bringing politics to the school
board" by endorsing the Committee
for Quality Education slate, com-
posed of Steve Block, Carlos Perez
and Michael Rossano.

Turso said the organization had
considered all of the candidates for
the board before making a decision
including the CQE slate

Other endorsements for the new
slate are expected within a week,
from the Recall-Vezzetti move-
ment, and probably from The Cap-
piello Association, observers said

Turso, a retired police lieutenant,
also has picked up petitions for the
3rd Ward City Council race in May
but said if Cappiello runs for re-
election, he will not oppose him.

Asked if he thought he could win
a council race, Turso used his politi-
cal foe as an example.

Steven Zamrin, 43,

judge. in Hoboken

-8

Hoboken's municipal coux71
judge, Steven Zamrin, was
found dead in his apartment
yesterday, apparently of a
heart attack.

Hoboken police said Zam-
rin was discovered at about
6:30 a.m. by his fiancee, Caro-
lyn Leavitt, in his apartment at
the Meadowview Towers. He
was pronounced dead on arriv-
al at St. Mary Hospital. Police
and hospital officials said he
died apparently of a heart
attack

Zamrin, 43, had served as
the municipal court judge
since March of last year after
being appointed by Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti. Prior to that,
he served as the city's
prosecutor.

Vezzetti said yesterday
that Zamrin's death had hurt
him deeply. “He was a fine gen-
tleman, a fine person and a fine
lawyer. 1 will miss him very
much,” he said.

Recently, Zamrin was
named to a state Supreme
Court committee exploring the
structure of family courts
throughout the state.

A spokesman of the Mea-
dowview Towers Tenants Asso-
ciation said Zamrin was a sig-
nificant part of the group
which he represented as an at-
torney before accepting the
judge’s position. “He was an
extremely wonderful person ™
the spokesman said

Steven Zamrin
‘Fine lawyer’

Zamrin"who came to Hobo-
ken after his early years in
Philadelphia, had served as a
public defender for juvenile
cases with the state Attorney
General's Office. A friend and
fellow attorney, Geoff Beides.
said his career had been
marked by community service

“He was very well-liked
and worked very hard for all
the people in his community.”
Beides said

Funeral arrangements had
not yet been completed




PA’s use of Hoboken insurance fund smells

By JANET WILSON ' endorsed that revised offer, and committee members terminal were about $10 8 million, or 7 5 million less to the city to settle out of court was because authonty
| 3 18 9 ¥ 4 : . ~ a imat

Seaff Writer a /€ gave what they said was evidence the authority had n the $18.3 million fficials knew they had not placed the money in a trust

not handled the insurance monies properly made to the half-rotted fund, and might run into trouble in court

HOBOKEN—The Port Authority may not have put
almost &5 million of insurance money from a 198 In 1980, a fire destroyed Pier B at the authority's pier. and it is unclear what happened to the §7 5 miillion
pier fire into a trust account, but instead may have Hoboken Marine Terminal Insurance proceeds totaling No one from the authority could be reached for
about $7.5 million was received by the authority from comment late vesterday
WAC offic

used it as income, according to its own annual report
and other accounting documents Lloyd's of London in 1988. Ac cordlng to its lease with
The city's Law Department and a citizens' group the city, the authority was to plgce the moneyina 4. g
PASS — are suing the Port Authority of New York  irust fund, and had two years 1o use it 1o pay for pier
and New Jersey for the insurance money that was after which any unused money was to be
received in 1984
owners, the city

But no repairs have been

A motion for summary judgment is set for a March
13 hearing in Hudson County Superior Court in Jersey
City. but the authority's Economic Development Office
ials said they believe the authority used has indicated it would like to settle before then
5 million insurance money to write off $75
ion worth of development costs for the waterfront
repairs rather than placing it in a trust fund or rebuilding

3 nangded over to t: ity % O F it 18 supposed t nde
saying it belongs to the true land anded over to the ¢ he pier as It wa upposed to under the conditions of

Meanwhile, the WAC is running into criticism from
some council members, who have claimed, off the
record, that the group was “sabotaging™ the city's
chances for a fair settlement concerning the insurance

1€a sk

According to the authority's 198 annual report, the
7.5 million insurance money was included as part of It was WAC which originally pointed out to the City
et income and not put in a reserve fund Council last fall that the insurance money had not been
spent within the 2-year time limit, and possibly may
the city

City negotiators are to meet with the authority by b
the end of the week to present a revised offer for ’
settling the suit out of court; one of the conditions of Moody's manual on local government expenditures
that offer is an accounting of what has been done With ¢, 1084 chows that total capital expenditures by the
the insurance money authority for the terminal were about $18.3 million. The

The Waterfront manual for 1985 shows capital expenditures for the

The authority had offered the city $3 million in eash
forgiveness of a $1.5 million loan and up to $4 million
for a waterfront trust fund, depending on the outcome
of other negotiations concerning a massive mixed-use
development project

beiong o
Yesterdav, members of WAC and supporters said
the reason the authority might have presented an offer

Buchta ‘speaks for dead’

By Bill (‘am‘]ﬁw" 3 é 1is head as he trudged the related. Buttoa majority of the

muddy slopes and pointed to cemeter even-member
Richard Buchta, the ousted

exposed graves showing
superintendent of the Hoboken crushed pine and the centric and unwilling
Cemetery, savs he “speaks for

lids of metal caskets by

the dead because no one some plot owners
will Buchta is a hero. They say his $200000 on capital improve
A Vietnam veteran who efforts to landscape the prop ments without board approval
was fired by the cemetery’s erty and ensure proper burials As Buchta spoke to sup
board of trustees in January, have surpassed those of any porters, members of his family

Advisory Committee yesterday

board of trust Buchta is e«
to abide
financial guidelines. They

spent more than

boxes

draw power from sewage

parks tractor-trailers at the site. The lot is
across the street from Hoboken's outdated
primary sewage-treatment plant, w hich is
under state and federal mandates to up

eise To said he

PSE&G may

By Jim DeRogatis AT ics spokesmen insist it is a safe and clean

method of producing energy
PSE&G officials met with Mayor Thom

ublie Service Eleetric & Gas Co. is : a
sy as Vezzetti and other city officials last

planning to build a $12 million electrical

substation near Hoboken's sewage treat
ment plant to meet the increased power
needs of Hudson County’s waterfront
developments

City and PSE&G officials said the sub-
station could be linked (o & “co-genera-
tion” facility in the city-owned sewerage
plant. It would be able to turn refuse into
energy to be used hy local residents.

PSE&G is negotiating to purchase sev-
eral acres of land on Grand Street between
16th and 17th streets from Dianne Pellec-
chia. a Union resident. The lot is now
leased to the Crown Cork & Seal Company,
which delivers containers to the Maxwell
House Coffee Factory in Hoboken and

grade to secondary capacity by July, 1988

One of two plans for upgrading the
plant involves an innovative proposal by
Hoboken Wastewater Management to turn
sludge into compressed pellets. The pel-
lets would be burned to release gases that
could power a generator, creating
electricity.

Sludge is the solid byproduct of sew-
age treatment. It is now disposed of in
landfills.

The plan to turn sludge into pellets,
developed by Ozonics, Inc. of Freehold,
has been used in Holland but never tested
in this country. Local environmentalists
have criticized the process, although Ozon-

any power

Thursday to discuss the substation
Business Administrator Edwin Chius said
the utility could pay Hoboken $600,000 a
year in “gross receipts taxes” on the com
pleted substation. Utilities are exempt
from regular real estate taxes.

In addition, the city could sell PSE&G
it creates in
plant/co-generation plant. The new elec-
trical substation would then distribute the
energy throughout the area, said PSE&G
spokesman Pete Laning

The proposed substation is one of
three planned along the Gold Coast and

See PSE&G — Page 4.

City

the sewerage

Buchta says he is angry and his
rage reflects the feelings of
some 25,000 corpses

“This is sick and no one but
me seems to give a damn about
what's going on here,” Buchta
yesterday told reporters who
followed him on what was
probably his last tour of the
cemetery property. He shook

other superintendent. They say
his ability to clean just a por
tion of the facility was a
“miracle.”

“There was this one woman
who came up to me once with
tears in her eyes and said,
“‘Thank you, Mr. Buchta, for all
you have done here. I love you,’
and gave me a big kiss,” he

loaded up a pickup truck with
furniture and other belongings
from the house they occupied
on the grounds of the 15-acre
cemetery in North Bergen
“We're going out into the
streets,” he told one reporter.
Later, though, he told another,

See BUCHTA — Page 8.

or the dead

Continued from Page 1
necessitated by the increased

PSE&G may draw power from sewage

Buchta says he speaks f

Continued from Page |

“My family and I are going to
stay in the most expensive ho-
telwe can find and bill it to the
trustees.”

Besides their home,
Buchta, his wife Roswitha, the
cemetery's former administra-
tor, and five children leave be-
hind a stable, three horses, a
series of lawsuits and at least
one state investigation.

violated their charter by not
holding annual elections.
[iurhla maintains he has not
actually been fired because the
board is sitting illegally.

Fields was unavailable for
comment, but her management
of the cemetery and control of
the finances have prompted
the criticism of several Hobo-
ken officials

Former Mayor Steve Cap-

e

P

power needs of the growing wa-
terfront developments, he said.
One of the substations is un(l.or
construction in Jersey City
near Newport at the mouth of
the Holland Tunnel and anoth-
er is planned near the George

The normally quiet ceme-
tery, the final resting place for
members of Hoboken's famed
Stevens family, has been
rocked by what the intense
Buchta calls “"cemetervgate.”

piello said recently that the
cemetery has “been a constant
problem for past mayors and
the Law Department.”

City Council President E.
Norman Wilson, who along

Washington Bridge.

The

Hoboken

substation

would receive 230,000 volts of
electricity through under-
ground cables and reduce the
power to a more manageable
13.000 volts, which could then
be distributed along the

water

front.

Laning would not _rcv&jal
the price PSE&G is considering
paying for the 16th Strqel site
and said negotiations for the
land “‘are still in a somewhat

delic

could not be
ment, and a Crow

ate

stage.”’

Pellicchia
reached for com-
n Cork & Seal

spokesman had no information
on the pending sale.

But city officials were en-
thusiastic about the PSE&G

plan.

“

right across the street.”

This falls into the scheme
for the whole area,” said Pub-
lic Works Director Roy Haack.
“We could just ship the power
(created at the sewerage plant)

“The substation would be
an ideal use of that land,”
Chius said. “Who wants to de-
velop something nvxl”lo a sew-
age treatment plant?

.

Public Service Electric & Gas Co. is

beside Hol

lanning to build an ele
ken’s sewage treatment plont.

HOBOKEN COUNCIL

4th Ward"

HOBOKEN-—Florence Amato
was expected to be selected last
night as a City Council candidate
from the 4th Ward by the Louis
Francone Auxiliary Women's Club.

Francone was councilman from
that ward for 15 years, and his wife,
Mary, is its current councilwoman.
She is not expected to run for re-
election. The ward covers a good
portion of the southwestern section
of the city.

Both Francones traditionally
have voted with and been strong
supporters of Councilman Steve
Cappiello, a former mayor. Flor-
ence Amato, a lifelong city resident,
is best known through her husband.
the director of public works when
Cappiello was mayor, and for their
“villa,” a large, new, Spanish-style

Aych, 3-6737

ctrical substation on this vacant lot

Founded in 1855 by John
Stevens, the cemetery was ded-
icated to public use at Seventh
and Hudson streets in Hobo-
ken. In March 1857, the mayor
and council, by an act of the
Legislature, were authorized to
exchange the original burial
ground for the current facility
at 5500 Tonnelle Ave.

The Legislature in 186¢
transferred control of the cem
etery from the mayor and coun
cil to a board of trustees with
all funds paid to the municipal
treasurer.

For the past two decades
the board of trustees has been
headed by Virginia Fields and
her daughter, Mary Elizabeth
Barr. They and five other mem-
bers control a trust account to
maintain the facility, valued by
Hoboken officials at more than
$1 million.

Donald Rosanelli, the New-
ark attorney representing
Buchta, said the trustees have

ub to pick candidate

hous_e on First Street between
Madison and Monroe avenues.

The 4th Ward race is expected to
be a crowded and lively one.

Orlando Addeo announced his
candidacy for the seat last week.
Addeo is head of the tenants’ selec-

tion committee for eity public hous-
ing projects, the bulk of which are

in the ward. He is a volunteer job
specialist for HOPES Inc., the com-
munity organization run by council
President E. Norman Wilson.

~ Other people who are interested
in running for the seat, according to
several sources, are: Edwin Duroy,
principal of the Connors School; and
Frank Gullo.

—Janet Wilson

Sludge disposal cost may rise

By Bill Campbel} /2

A state order which closed
all New Jersey landfills mav
result in a sixfold increase in
the amount Hoboken pays for
sludge disposal. '

The city may pay as much
$612.000 this year to ship its
sludge to a Pennsylvania land
fill, said Public Works Directoy
Roy Haack. The city paid about
$108,000 last year for disposal
at a site operated by the Hack
ensack Meadowlands Develop
ment Commission, he said

“We are faced with a sity

“tion which is out of ou
trol,” Haack said. “We have to
meel certain state require
ments for sludge disposal ang
this is the best offer we ve got
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