Leadership key Fifth Ward

The Jersey Journal recently invit
t“d the two Fifth Ward candidates
Council President E. Norman Wilson
and Helen Manogue, to express their
views on a number of important is-
suses facing the ward and the entire
city. Here are their responses

4 What is the biggest issue facing the

Fifth Ward in this election and in the
next four years?

MANOGUE: 1 think it's housing,
and housing holds with it the idea of
development as well. Right at the mo-
ment there are something like 50
buildings in the Fifth Ward that are
either going through condo conver-
sion or where people are being forced
out of their homes. I think it's a major
problem. We've already lost hundreds
of people in the Fifth Ward and I don't
think there’'s been too much done to
really try to save them or to help them
From what I understand pleas for
help have gone out and nothing has
been done. The time has come when
we really have to start doing some-
thing. We most certainly can encour-
age tenants to organize so that they
understand what their rights are, and
we have to let the landlords know
what the rules and regulations and
Igws are. There are rights on both
sides, but I think we have to clearly
explain that to everybody... One of the
things that I would like to do is see
that the city provides some funds to
the Campaign for Housing Justice be-
cause you already have an organiza-
tion set up in town that is doing this.
They're doing it pro bono and why not
give them some grant money so that
they can really get out there and start
helping some more people?

WILSON: I think that the biggest
complaint confronting people right
now is the high taxes. They affect the
small homeowner and they are also
affecting tenants because this is an
automatic pass-on. The tenants are
getting hit with huge rent increases...
We have to start expanding our rat-
able base. There is too much land that
is not being utilized or is under-uti-
lized, producing little or nothing for
the city in revenue. Little or nothing is
going on along the entire waterfront.
The whole Port Authority area is pro-
ducing nothing for the city, the Hobo-
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ken Shipyards are tied up in bank-
ruptcy. We have a lot of open land in
the northwest industrial section,
which is in the Fifth Ward. There area
lot of car barns, parking lots and U-
Haul lots that are not producing many
ratables. Movement has to take place
in '88 and '89.

What sort of development would
you like to see in the industrial
section?

WILSON: I wouldn’t want to see
the whole aren go residential. There
is a need for some type of commercial
and industrial development, some-
thing to provide employment. That's
the type of thing I see in that area, an
industrial zone or industrial park type
complex. We have to devote a certain
section of the city to those uses, we
have to provide employment for the
people who are moving here. We do
not want just one big bedroom
community.

MANOGUE: I am very much in
favor of preserving the industrial sec-
tor, in fact I'm sitting on the city’s
commttee which is dealing with that
northwest industrial section. I have
for many years thought that that's
what we ought to be doing in there,
trying to get real businesses in there,
light industrial or office space. Ste-
vens is talking about having a (busi-
ness) incubator up there, and I think
all of this is a good idea. We really
ought to be moving ahead more rapid-
ly on this than we are... Our goal is job
creation for people in our city, for the
people who need to be retrained or
have lost their jobs. Also, this means
ratahles. There is also an opportunity
to create recreation space around the

periphery.

~ What are your views on the type of
development the city should be attract-
ing? There are plans to allow highrise
in certain areas, such as the Observer
Highway corridor.

MANOGUE: Obviously;“we need
development because we need the ra-
tables and we need housing at prices
that people can live with. My feeling
about Observer Highway in particular
is that we’ve got to be very careful
about what goes in there. We have to
know what it is going to cost us in
services to those buildings, because
we're talking about garbage collec-
ton, dumping, sewerage systems, sew-
age treatment and water.. 1 don't
think that (highrise) buildings would

be appropriate in that area. Observer
Highway is the main entrance to the
waterfront area and we could in fact
be limiting ourselves on waterfront
development if we overdevelop the
Observer Highway area and put in too
many units down there. One of the
things I am proposing is that we hire
an economic and environmental anal-
ysis staff for the city so that we're not
dependent upon the developers’ so-
called experts. Most of the time the
developer’s expert is going to say ev-
erything is fine and dandy, and he's
also not going to look at the surround-
ing area or the rest of the city.

WILSON: We have to preserve and
protect the heart of city. I do not want
to see huge structures destroying the
neighborhoods, the reason people
have stayed in this city in the first
place. But I think that on the northern
and southern boundaries, we can af-
ford to build a little higher. The de-
sign is important, it has to be sensitive
so that it doesn't just seal off the city
and throw it into darkness. I'm not
sure that the waterfront is the place
for highrise development, however. I
see a mixture of residential and com-
mercial development, and also some
recreation space.

Helen, you are a member of the
Mayor's Waterfront Advisory Commit-
tee, a group that opposes any water-
front development with the P.A. What
are your personal views on the P.A. as a
developer?

MANOGUE: I don't think I'm ex-
treme as a lot of the other members of
WAC simply becanuse I think there
always has to be a done when you sit
down and coolly look at something
and say, “How do we get out of this
mess?” Frankly, we're in a mess,
there's not doubt about it. I think the
P.A. has not proven itself to be a
friend of Hoboken. The original lease
they had on the table would have been

‘a grade-A takeover. It would have put

us into a worse situation than what we
had with the 1952 lease... If one is on
the council, it does not behoove us at
this point to say either that we're
strongly anti-P.A. or that we're pro-
P.A. Eventually all of this is going to
come to the council, and it we have to
sit down and negotiate between now
and the end of December, we're going
to have to go in there and give it a good
faith try. If we're sitting here right
now and saying we're 100 percent
against the P.A., I want the sons-of-
guns out of there, then down the line,
where does that leave you? It makes it
look like you had a predetermined
notion before you had anything on the
table even to talk about. I don't trust
the P.A_, I don’t think anybody in New
Jersey trusts the P.A. We've got to be
just as clever and just as smart and
clever as they are. 1 think we can doiit.

What Specific measures can the
council take te help lower the skyrock-
eting tax rae?

MAN : We have to take a look
at the schoal’budget and start working
more closely with the Board of Educa-
tion. We have to try to get our costs

areas of the city, such os this section of Bloomfield Street, above,
and the industrial tract, where the municipal sewage treatment plant is located.

down there while at the same time
trying to improve the quality of educa-
tion. It sounds impossible but I've
talked to a number of the people on
the board and they seem to feel it is
possible. We just have to get rid of
some of the extra fluff that's in the
budget. I know the Board of Ed keeps
saying there isn't any, but in every
budget there is. There’s always some-
thing you can cut, and with the state
overseeing things now since we're in
Level Three observation, I think we
should be able to come out with a
pretty good system that is well-oiled
and spare.

WILSON: There is a hidden prob-
lem in this budget because it does not
include any monies or consider the
expired union contracts. The way it
came down from the mayor’s office,
there was no anticipation of any
raises or settlements whats ever, If
that's the tact the administration is
going to take, everything is fine, but if
the administration turns and around
and awards increases, we wind up
with a deficit in the budget. We’d be
faced with cutting a large sum of mon-
ey. We'd have to then review the re-
port of the mayor’s budget committee,
see what their reccommendations are,
what is feasible and what is not. With
the kind of money people are paying
in taxes now, we can’t cut services any
more. The services being provided
now are substandard.

Helen, you have spoken of your
background as a financier and said the
experience would help you on the coun-
cil. Since your bank deals with many
developers and other cities, do you for-
see any possible conflicts between your
private career and your duties as
councilwoman?

MANOGUE: I wouldn't say there
would be a conflict of interest. There
might be a time when my bank would
be involved in possibly doing a loan or
something of that sort for a developer.
City Federal does a lot of loans, we do
a lot of that work. Obviously if that
came up in anything that came in front
of the council, I would have to step
aside and not say anything about it.
That would be a conflict... Even if we
were financing a deal, the developer
is the one who really bears the re-
sponsibilty, and he'd probably be out
looking for financing at the time that
he’s coming to get his permits from the
city anyway. We probably wouldn’t be
involved that early on. I still would be
very involved in making decision
about waterfront development and
things like that because the financing
comes later.The bank wants to see
that a developer has permits before
giving him a loan.

Norman, several of your opponents
and other members of the council have
charged that you have been a weak City
Council president who has often let the
crowd take charge of the meeting and
has given little direction to the council.

WILSON: When you look at the
task that I had-as council president, I
was not sitting with a majority of coun-

cil people in my support. You had the!
council shifting from month to month,
not only in political allegiances but
even in personalities, as far as who
was on council. Trying to work and put
together just five votes for normal
business was a task, mainly because of
some problems coming down from the
executive branch. There have been
mixed signals, and it has been ex-
tremely difficult as council president
to go ahead with legislation if one day
the mayor is wholeheartedly for point
A and the next day I'm reading
through his spokesman that he's now
for point C. I think the city council has
had to assume a lot more
responsibility.
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" How can yod impreve relations
with the Vemetti administration if
you're re-elected? .

WILSON: All the administration
has to do is establish a firm policy as
to where they are going with vartous
pieces of legislation, what the game-
plan is. When something comes before
the council, at least we’d have some-
thing to work on and compromise on if
there was a disagreement. When we
don’t know what the plan is or the goal
is, we can't. One of the biggest prob-

lems is that the we don’t get to commu-

nicate with the man directly. The may-
or does not come to the council
meetings even when important issues
like the P.A. settlement or Hoboken
Shipyards settlement are being
discussed.

What makes you a better qualified
candidate than your oppenent?

WILSON: I know the city of Hobo-
ken, I've seen the changes it's gone
through. I've had to make the tough
decisions, I've taken my stands and
I've remained independent. I opposed
Mayor Cappiello when his administra-
tion was in power and I've spoken out
against Vezzetti when he’'s done
things I didn’t think were right. Ap-
parently the public appreciates this. I
did finish first, and I had no organized
support. I must be doing some right.

MANOGUE: I think at this time the
city is facing some brand new prob-
lems in development, sewerage, infra-
structure and housing. I have experi-
ence in all of these, either through
having been a citizen activist in that
area and having slugged it out for 17
years on that stuff or from a business
standpoint. I've been an administra-
tor, I know how to put together a zero-
based budget, I've had 56 people
working for me. We can’t go back and
do business the way we used to do it.
We can’'t have the backroom deals
where the public doesn’t find out
about something for six or eight
months and then it’s a done deal. We
have to be open in government, we
have to progress so that we are moving
every day with the new problems. that
come. I think Norman has tried over
the years, but he’s been in eight years
and I don’t see that he’s done anytking
particularly spectacular about park-
ing, at least nothing that showed up
until six months hefore the election. I
don't see that he’s done anything
about housing, oyr litter problems are
just as bad as they ever were, he
complains about city government and
the way it's set up but he hasn’t done
anything to try and change that. He’s
been the president of the city council
for two years, so he has been in a
leadership capacity if he would have
used that leadership. I'm not sure that
he's expressed any leadership' fofthe
Fifth Ward efther, and that’s what I
intend to give.

By Jim DeRogatis
battles.

568 votes to the incumbent’s 604.

E. ‘Norman Wilson

administration.”

Helen Manogue

FIFTH WARD:
The candidates

The campaign for Hoboken's Fifth Ward City Council seat has b_een
the quietest and most issue-oriented of any of the current political

Incumbent Council President E. Norman Wilson is being challenged
in his bid for a third term by local activist Helen Manogue. Manogue
forced Wilson into a runoff in the May 12 election when she finished with

A second challenger, Leonard Luizzi, received 248 votes in the
election, and both candidates have attempted to win over his supporters
for the runoff. Luizzi has endorsed Manogue.

Located in the northwest corner of the city, the Fifth Ward encom-
passes some of the city’s strongest residential neighborhoods as well as
the industrial section. The ward is among the areas of the city hit hardest
by the skyrocketing tax rate, and it has also witnessed a decline in
industry, with many companies relocating in recent years.

Wilson, 48, is the executive director of the
Hoboken Organization Against Poverty and
Economic Stress. He has served as Fifth Ward
councilman since 1979 and as council president
since 1985.

During his second term, Wilson sponsored
legislation creating a municipal permit parking
program. The program has not yet been put into
effect, and it has been criticized as impractical
by some officials. He has also worked to elimi-
nate tax abatement loopholes and recover in-
surance funds owed the city by the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey.

“All my life I've been independent,” Wilson
said. “I am the balance between the old guard and the new

Manogue, 55, is making her second bid for a
council seat. In the 1985 at-large council elec-
tion, she ran as an independent and placed fifth
out of 19 candidates.

A vice-president of one of the state’s largest
banks, City Federal Savings, she is also a self-
described “citizen activist” who founded the
Hoboken Environment Committee and works
with a number of other civic organizations.

The mother of three grown sons, Manogue
has lived in Hoboken since 1961. She is running
with the endorsement of Mayor Thomas Vez-
zetti, although she said she also considers her-
self an independent candidate.

Water not

back to
normal

By Michele Drayton
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Although water was ex-
pected to be back to normal on
Monday, a few Hoboken and

Jersey City residents still com-

plained about its murky color
yesterday

Bob Van Ingen, spokesman
for the Water Department, said
Hoboken’s water supply has
cleared up 99 percent. The de
partment received just a few
calls yesterday, he said

In Jersey City, Oleh Dzyd- §
zora, chief chemist for the Wa-
ter Department, said a few resi-
dents from the Heights,
Montgomery and Greenville
sections complained. But those
calls. too, were few. He said the
water should be completely
back to normal on Friday.

However unpleasant itmay
look, Dzydzora said it is safe to
drink and use. The water has
been chlorinated and contin-
uosly monitored, he said.

When Jersey City's main
aqueduct in Boonton was
closed for repairs May 26, wa-
ter for Jersey City and some
surrounding areas was tempo-
rarily supplied from the Passa-
ic Valley Water Authority and
Newark. The sediment which
results from normal erosion of
the pipes usually settles and is
not carried to the faucets.

However, the shut-off at
Boonton caused the sediment
to dry up. When the Boonton
facility was switched back on,
the sediment was picked up,
causing discoloration. The ag-
uveduct supplies water to Jer-
sey City, North Caldwell, Lynd-
hurst and Hoboken, Dzydzora
said.

Since then the water has
been flushed continuously, al-
though discoloration has lin-
gered in some areas longer
than others, Dzydzora said.

Boiling will clear the water
but will leave a residue. Dzyd-
zora suggested straining or fil-
tering the water with gauze or
towels. He also said if there is
concern about the water’s safe-
ty, residents can buy bottled
water,
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JANET WILSON
Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—Stung by accusa
tions that their votes against
Port Authority settlement lasi
hurt taxpayers here because )
loss of $3 million in 'instant
ue. three councilmen are fighling
back

added te this Yyears budget
taxpayers could face up to
tional taxes per $1000, bring
ing the tax rate lo an all-time high
{ $275. Mavor Thomas F. Vezzetl
+ week declared a state of fiscal
ing the council's rejection

he Port Authority settlement

was a ‘travesty’' against home
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Councilmen David Roberts, Pa
trick Pasculli and Council President
E. Norman Wilson said yesterday
they sat down after last weeks
meeting and rewrote the con
troversial agreement

“We took the loopholes oul, we re
protecting the taxpayers said
Roberts The new agreement, uniike
the previous one, would bring at
least §7.3 million in a lump sum into
city coffers, rather than having the
money coming in at various stages
for specific expenses. The trio of
councilmen threw out a challenge 10
the Port Authority of New York and

‘" New Jersey as well, saying if they
did not accept the new version, it

{ would show the authority "'was
trying to get us all along, and fully
intended to hold us for ransom down
the line,” according to Roberts

Pasculli said he had also spoken
to state Sen. Christopher J. Jack-
man, D-West New York, and re-
ceived the legislator's assurance
that $1.5 million in emergency funds
would be given to the city in time
to be used for this year's budget

Several politicians here, includ-
ing members of ‘asculi's Young
Democratic Clv' + ~orked hard for
Jackman in his iccessful primary
race against Cotcilman Robert A.
Ranieri last Tuesday.
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owners here

ulli. Roberts, and Wilson
have submitted their reworked
agreement to Law Director William
Graves. and asked him to have a
legally phrased version ready for an
emergency council caucus later this
week. At last week's council meet-
ing, numerous members of the vol- A

Pase
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from left, Alfredo Luyando, Louis Musella and Steve Rodriquez unload trailer of

tock nel, )
A Vitale's Foodtown supermarket in Hoboken.

bottled water at
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City Attorney William
Graves said he has prepared a
City Counecil resolution grant-
ing the board its period before
the ordinances become law.
The council may vote on the
resolution next Wednesday, he
said.

According to the court pa-
pers, the Planning Board is re-
questing that the city “immedi-
ately cease, desist and refrain
from enforcing the ordi-
nances.” The request is to be
heard in the law division of

Roberts said he would recom- reported a run on bottled wa-
mend that, if the new agreement ter. Quik (,"h(‘k in Hoboken ran
succeeded. that part of it be used out early in the afternoon; at
to lower taxes this year, but that one of Hoboken’s Food Towns.
“the lion's share be put in ac- sales were reportedly 300 times
celerated interest accounts that normal, selling 1,500 cases in-
could “‘double or triple the money stead of a typical 50.
within a few years.” The A&P on Tonnele Ave-

nue in Jersey City reportedly
limited buyers to two bottles
each on Sunday, after exhaust-
ing supplies Saturday evening.

of the money chances. Local grocery stores
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JERSEY CITY—If your tap wa-
ter is not clear yet, it should be
soon, city officials said yesterday.

The problems that discolored wa-
ter and reduced pressure for some
residents of this city and Hoboken
during the weekend was nearly
solved by yesterday afternoon, said
Thomas M. Neilan, director of the
city Water Department.

The discoloration, which officials
said does not make the water unsafe
to drink, was caused by the 10-day
shutdown of a major pipeline from
the city's Boonton Reservoir for
repairs.

Sediment in the aqueduct settled
and dried in the absence of the
water flow, and when the pipeline
was put back in service Friday, the
water scoured the material from
the pipe and sent it straight to the
taps of city residents, Neilan ex-
plained.

The appearance of the brownish
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MUDDY WATER is flushed yeste
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water during the weekend prompted
hundreds of calls to police in both
cities, and boosted sales of bottled
water. Neilan described it as “an
aesthetic problemt’”’ but not a health
hazard, and said that, if the problem
lingers, it will only be in scattered
locations.

A chlorine disinfectant was added
to the water, and fire hydrants were
used to hasten the flushing of the
system, which delivers 60 million
gallons of water a day to the city.
In addition, some water was di-
verted to the Troy Street reservoir.

The aqueduct was shut down for
repair of an 85-yearold overflow
system in Clifton. During construc-
tion, the city received water from
Newark and from the Passaic Val-
ley Water Commission. Because
those systems were unable to keep
up with the demand, pressure
drogped in some areas, officials
said.

—Brendan Noonan

rday from a fire hydr
Water Department.
the weekend because of a
d they expect t

The Pathmark supermar-
ket on Route 440 in Jersey City
sold about 168,000 gallons —
they unloaded four trailers
each with 700 cases. Normally
they sell 150 cases Six one-
gallon bottles make up a case.

“It’s not a good sight to see
when you have to pull people
back to get the cases through to
the shelves,” a Pathmark
spokesman said. “They attack
you trying to get it. We have a
register exclusively for water.

In one hour we sold 700 cases.”

Jersey City Mayor Anthony
Cucci said, “This is to be ex-
pected while we are rehabili-
tating our pipes. I'm not happy
with it, either. It's not attrac-
tive-looking.”

Jersey City ran quarter-
page advertisements in the Jer-
sey Journal during the week of
May 25-29 publicizing the water
system repair. The ads stated,
“This work is necessary to en-
sure the integrity of the A‘qug-
duct system, which was bu;lt in
1903, and added,” . .. periodic
water discoloration may occur;
however, it poses no health
hazard.” :

Last week, there were spo-
radic reports of discolored wa-
ter in Bayonne that was a result
of the work being done on Jer-
sey City’s aqueducts from

Boonton. :
Bayonne City Engineer
Ken Rakowski explained at the
time that when the connection
with Passaic Valleywas made
and flow was increased to

serve Jersey City, the in-
creased velocity stirred up silt
that affected North Jersey wa-
including

ter customers,
Bayonne.

Phote by Don Smith

ant on Park Avenue in Hoboken
Water in Hoboken and Jersey
10-day shutdown of the Boonton
he water to run clear soon.

By Laurie Kalmanson

The Fifth Ward council
race in Hoboken, in which in-
cumbent E. Norman Wilson
won by a single vote, under-
scores the demeocratic princi-
ple that every vote counts.

“I don't really recall any
time in a runoff election that
someone won by only one
vote,” said Board of Elections
staffer Maria Koein yesterday.
“The people here don't recall
anything like this happening.
It's one for the books.”

Second-place finisher Hel-
en Manogue and her attorney
said they plan to ask for a
court-ordered recount.

The count Tuesday night
was 732 votes for Wilson and
731 for Manogue. Unofficial re-
ports yesterday showed each
‘candidate gaining one vote, for
a tentative final tally of 733 to
732

Wilson lost on the voting
machines but won with the ad-
dition of absentee ballots. The
new tally gives Wilson 34 ab-
sentee ballots and Manogue 26.

“With an election this
close, it's certainly worth

checking,” Manogue's attorney,
Peter Van Schaick, said
yesterday.

“A win is a win,” Wilson
commented on election night.

Manogue and Wilson were
in a runoff Tuesday after gar-
nering the most votes in the
May 12 ward race. No candi-
date received more than 50
percent of the vote May 12, forc-
ing a runoff.

Van Schaick says he has
several reasons for seeking a
recount.

The tallies on the voting
machine did not jibe with the
number of voters who signed
voting authorizations at the
polls, he alleges, and the slips
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of paper had misprinted
numbers.

There is also the possibili-
ty, Van Schaick said, that the
city may have sent absentee
voters their ballots too late.

Van Schaick researched
the issue and spoke with elec-
tion officials in Jersey City
yesterday.

In other Hoboken election
developments, defeated Third
Ward council candidate Antho-
ny J. Russo said yesterday that
he plans to present broad
grounds in court in his quest to
invalidate the May 12 election
that left him out of the running.

A hearing is scheduled be-
fore Judge Dorothea 0'C. Wef-
ing next Thursday.

Russo alleges that illegal
votes were cast, legal votes
were turned away from the
polls, and voting machines
were not open for the legally
required time.

e

HOBOKEN RUNOFF

3 council battles

kispgc(}c 6-9

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Voters here will go
to the polls again today, culminating
three hard-fought runoff battles for
City Council seats in the 3rd, 4th and
5th wards.

Polls will be open from 7am. to
8 p.m. Many residents have already
cast their votes, with the Hudson
County Board of Elections receiving -

-S7

up

today

more than 400 absentee ballots by

yesterday. '
“We've got more people sick in
Hoboken tomorow than I've ever
seen,” said Clerk Richard Cullen.
“We should call the Cenfers for
Disease Control in Atlanta: This is
not supposed to be used by peop!e
who think they may be sick — it's
for people in wheelchairs, or hooked
see RUNOFF, Page 6

—

L

Superior Court on June 26.

ing May 26.

procedure,”” said Michael
Ocello, board chairman . “By
not following the law the coun-
cil has left a way open for a
challenge by anyone who op-
poses the project.”

Pappas said that state law
requires the council to send
any such proposals to the
board for review prior to taking

action. The board has 35-days
to make its recommendation,
he added.

The council voted unani-
mous}y to grant the easement,
dg-splte a memo from assistant
city attorney Thomas Calligy
warning that the matter should
be referred to the board.

RUNOFF

Continued from Page 1
up to a dialysis machine."”

When the votes are all in and
counted, the Mile Square City could
have its first Hispanic councilman,
with Edwin Duroy favored to beat
Florence Amato in the 4th Ward,
according to most political ob-
servers. Duroy, also the only His-
panic school principal here, is the
chief administrator at the Connors

_ School. He has strang support in the

public housing projects, which trad-
itioanlly turn out more votes than
any other district in the city.

But his opponent, Amato, has
waged a fierce battle, challenging
the registrations and leases of peo-
ple living dobuled up in some of the
public housing units, and bringing in
the : second-largest number of
absentee applications.

The largest number of absentee
votes brought in as of yesterday
were from Steve Cappiello’s camp,
according to the county. Cappiello,
the former mayor and 3rd Ward
councilman, is fighting for his politi-
cal life against Frank '‘Pupi’’ Raia,

The board denounced the
council’s action during a meet-

“It's more than a matter of

the young builder who converted the
old Sadie Leinkauf School into the
Citadel condominiums.

Raia has picked up the support of
Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti forces,
with Councilwoman at-large Helen
A. Cunning running his campaign,
and the blessing of Coyncilman-at-
large Patrick Pasculli. The Young
Democrats, Pasculli’s club, is split,
though, with many club members
who live in the ward “sticking with
Stevie,” in the words of one.

In the 5th Ward, Vezzetti and
Pasculli are in different camps,
with the mayor backing longtime
environmentalist Helen Manogue,
and Pasculli, who many say would
like to be mayor, coming out at the
last minute for City Council Presi-
dent E. Norman Wilson. Both sides
say the race is a tight one.

The runoffs are the fourth elec-
tion here is a little over two months,
and were necessary after none of
the top vote-getters in any of the
three wards garnered more than 50
percent in the May 12 election.

Backtjofsquare 1 for Hoboken and P.A.

By Jim DeRogatis -b €

Hoboken has taken a giant leap back to
square one in its attempt to settle a contro-
versial lawsuit with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey over $9.4 mil-
lion in insurance funds.

The City Council in a 6-3 vote Wednes-
day rejected a settlement that would have
netted the city an immediate $3 million for
tax relief, $4.4 million for capital improve-
ments and $2 million in an interest-bear-
ing escrow account until the end of the
year.

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti said the vote
“places the city in a state of crisis...of
enormous proportions.” »

In a written statement, Vezzetti chal-
lenged the councilmen who opposed the
settlement “to face the resulting crisis and
find a way to deliver to the taxpayers the
relief they deserve.”

The controversy over the funds started
in October when Vezzetti's Waterfront Ad-
visory Committee released a report c_hurg-
ing that the P.A. should turn over insur-
ance funds collected after a fire destroyed
the city-owned Pier B in 1980. The city
joined a citizens lawsuit attempting to

recover the funds in December, but after
two months of negotiating, Vezzetti and
Phillip LaRocco, the P.A's director of eco-
nomic development, hammered out a set-
tlement in February.

Several months of scrutiny by the
council followed. The P.A.'s Board of Com-
missioners ratified the settlement several
weeks ago and the council had been ex

See editorial on Page 26.

pected to approve the agreement, but sev-
eral members shifted their positions in
response to pressure from the anti-P.A
WAC.

Some council members said they were
unhappy with the language of the settle-
ment. which they believed had several
loopholes. It is unclear whether the coun-
cil will try to pursue a new settlement or
continue the lawsuit. A court hearing has
been scheduled for June 15.

“The mood of the council is, ‘We de-
mand our money, give it to us,’ but I don't
think the P.A. is just going to say OK,” said
Michael Coleman, Community Develop-
ment Agency director and head of the city
team that is negotiating with the P.A .

“Frankly, 1 don't think the city could
have gotten a better.deal, and we certainly
can’t get one in enough time to solve our
tax problems. It took many months of nego-
tiating to reach this settlement, and I'm out
of ideas. “The City Council is going to have
to go back to the P.A, with new proposals
and demands, but it's not going to be easy
or quick.”

John Donovan, manager of government
and community relations for the P.A’s
economic development department, said
the authority is willing to work with the
city but will slug it out in court it must.

“The Hoboken City Council’s rejection
of the proposed insurance settlement 1S
disappointing given the P.A.'s lenghthy
and good-faith negotiations with city offi-
cials,” Donovan said. “This is especially
true since city officials<wrote that final
settlement agreement.”

Vezzetti railed at the council members
who rejected the settlement: “They're out
to make me look bad, and that's the only
reason they voted against this. They had
the settlement down there for two months
and they did nothing. They're just playing
their political games, and they're going to
sink the city because of it.”




Cappiello, Duroy,
‘Wilson victorious

and Bill Campbell Nei'l'her Side Wi”
control Council

supporters of Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti. Vezzetti's candidates
in the Third and Fifth wards
were defeated by the anti-ad-
ministration incumbents
Cappiello, 64, won his bid
for a second term as the coun-
(“ll s Third Ward representa-
tive by defeating Frank “Pu-
pie” Raia, 35, a developer who

Cappiello’s fans

ronmentalist. Manogue defeat-
ed Wilson on the polling ma-
chines but the incumbent re-
ceived more absentee ballots,
and the results are expected to
be challenged

Wilson received a total of
732 votes, including 34 absen-
tee ballots, while Manogue re-
ceived 731 votes, including 25
absentee ballots.

In the Fourth Ward, inde-
pendent candidate Duroy, 36,
principal of the Connors
School, defeated Florence
Amato. 43, an anti-administra-
tion candidate who ran with
the backing of outgoing Coun-

RUNOFFS
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There is bad blood on both sides
concerning a pact to produce results
legislatively

Vezzetti's backers on the council
claim they iuppﬂrted an easement
for the West Bank development
project on Court Street that Roberts
wanted i return for a promise from
Pasculli and Roberts to support the
mayor's §7.3 million insurance set-
tlement with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey and to
allow personnel changes in the Law
Department

Last week, Pasculli and Roberts
both loudly criticized the authority
settlement before emphatically vot-
ing against it, and this week, there
is screaming on both sides about the
Law Department. Vezzetti backers

Incumbent Councilmen
Steve Cappiello and E. Norman
Wilson and neighborhood ac
tivist Edwin Duroy won four
vear terms on the Hoboken City
Council last night in runoff
elections in three of the city's
six wards ]

Questions surround the
fifth ward results, however, as
Wilson won by only one vote on
the strength of absentee
ballots.

The balance of power on
the nine-member council is ex-
pected to remain split between
anti-administration forces and

By Bill Campbell

For Ross London, ¥¢ ster
day was a day all attorneys
dream of

“It's a wonderful opportu-
nity, an exciting challenge,
said the 38-year-old Hoboken
attorney. “This 1S something
that all lawyers, in the back ol
their minds, hope for "

London, a forme? municl
pal prosecutor, was sworn in as
municipal judge by Superior
Court Assignment Judge Bur-
rell Ives Humphreys

He was unanimously ap-
pointed by the City Council last
Wednesday to fill the unex-
pired term of Steve Zamrin.

Zamrin, who served one
year of the two-year term, died
in March.

ran with Vezzetti's backing
Cappiello, the former mayor
finished with 1,142 votes to
Raia's 952 votes

Wilson, 48, won his bid for a
third term as Fifth Ward coun
cilman by only one vote over
administration-backed chal
lenger Helen Manogue, 55, a

bank vice president and envi- See CAPPIELLO — Page 19.

“This is probably a on¢

a-lifetime opportunny.”

don said. “No longer are yo
simply advocating on¢ sideof a
case. You are now sitting b

ack

e-in-
Lon-
you

Judge Ross London
Tokes oath of office

and trying to be fair. You have

to let the chips fall as they

will.”

served as
prosecutor.

don said he will continue

the 20th century.”

professionalism."

London has initiated a
“new approach" by sentencing
perform

petty offenders 10

The city's acting judge
since 1985, London spent four
years as an assistant corpora-
tion counsel; he worked on the
municipal ethic ordinance
municipal

and

As the city's top judge, Lon-
in the
direction of his predecessor in
an effort to “pring the courts to

«“We still have a 1ot of work
to do,” he said. “We have to
totally reorganize the layout of
the court, begin computeriza-
tion and erase the tremendous
backlog of cases. We will have
to chart a new approach in the
court to stress efficiency and

community service work rather

than pay fines. He said individ-

valuable lesson”

uals convicted of littering or
drinking in public can Jearn “a
when sen-
tanced to clean city parks.
“It's important that they
understand what it means to be

responsible in public spaces,”

London:said. “And 1 intend to
have more controls over proba-
tion to ensure they do what
they're supposed to do.”

He said he will be tough on

those convicted of

ing the problem
serious.”

lege, Binghamton,
Rutgers Law School,

illegal

dumping within the city, call-
«extremely

A graduate of Harpur Col-
N.Y.,
London
has maintained a private prac-

and

tice in Hoboken since 1980. His

real estate

law.

Vezzetti didn’t gain

ground in

runoffs

private practice spo(‘iahzcsAin
and commercial

}

claim Pasculli and Roberts are
“threatening”’ to fire Director Wil-
liam Graves by saying they have the
votes to do it, and Pasculli said he
has heard threats of a different kind
to fire Michael Mongiello and Fred
Bado, two assistnat city attornys,
“for purely political reasons.”’

The runoffs did nothing t0 in-
crease harmony. Vezzetti and

Pasculli both worked unsuccessfully |

against a common political enemy,
Steve Cappiello, in the 3rd Ward
runoff backing Frank “Pupi’’ Raia.
But in the 5th Ward, the mayor and
the man who would be mayor split
their forces, with Vezzetti backing
Helen Manogue and Pasculli back-
ing incumbent council President E.
Norman Wilson

The result, a one-vote victory for
Wilson over Manogue which is ex-
pected to be challenged in Hudson
County Superior Court in Jersey
City, is a perfect example of the
divided state of politics here right
now

The only difference may be that
with the electioneering at last over
for now, all sides agree that further
fighting could damage efforts to
solve critical problems facing the
city seriously.

It would be a serious mistake to
slip back into factionalism, 'said
Newman, traditionally a Vezzetti
supporter. ‘It's @ real danger, and
it will be real sad, as well as a
tremendous disservice to the city.”

“We have a lot of big issues to
address,” agreed Pasculli.

Those issues include a burgeoning
tax rate, and a severe shortage of
affordable housing. The city is also
in court and up against the state and
federal governments concerning
sewage problems, and is stymied in
its effortsto resolve its relationship
with the authority concerning the

By Jim DeRogatis

to the City Council.

952 votes.

About 300 people filled the
_backroom of the Cappiello Civ-
ic Association near Sixth and
Jefferson streets last night to

The polls had barely closed
last night in Hoboken's Third
Ward when Steve Cappiello be-
gan celebrating his reelection

Administration-backed
candidate Frank “Pupie” Raia
pg-esented Cappiello with the
biggest challenge since he lost
the mayoral election to Thomas
Vezzetti in 1985. But the ward
has long been Cappiello’s polit-
ical stronghold, and when the
smoke cleared he came out
ahead with 1,142 votes to Raia’s

dream mayoralty

watch as the councilman took
results from poll workers and
marked them on a poster
tacked to the wall. Supporters
began saying that “the num-
bers look good” only five min-
utes after the polls closed, and
by 8:10 they were applauding

Cappiello loudly.

back.

See FANS — Page 19.

Cappiello was boosted onto
a table to make his victory
speech at 8:15. “I am still not
sure what happened to me,” he
said, grinning widely. *You
won,” one worker shouted

Supporters broke out cases
of beer and handed the winner
a foot-long cigar. The couneil-
man called the victory the “big-

.l

Phtos by Roy Grosthing and e

Former Hoboken Mayor Steve Cappiello seems in good voice

as he accepts the ¢

ongratulations of campaign workers on

retaining his Third Ward council seat.

Caution
paid off

By Steve Hudik

Cautiously optimistic.
Those two words described
Fourth Ward candidate Edwin
Duroy at 8 p.m. before the re-
turns began to roll in at his
headquarters at First and Jef
ferson streets.

“I‘_m more anxious than the
first time we all went through

this,” said Duroy, referring to

¢
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By JANET WILSON eliminary efection, it appeared as

Staff Writer if the balance of power finally might

HOBOKEN—One day after the‘ be swinging toward thehmayor. Klth

City Council runoff elections, the 'l‘{‘:légre&g‘:‘f::‘“ T‘;“:";:'cgq‘:“c ’

standoff in City Hall continues. . B oseph DellaFave — jowllnming

With the exception of EAWIN hands with independents Patrick

Duroy in the 4th Ward, the council  pagculli and David Roberts to forge
that will be voting on @ series of

, not only winning election results,
tough questions this sur;\me; \ts ;he but @ working council majority.
same nine-member body that has in the last two soths, B9
frustrated Mayor Thomas F. But in

i i harmony and optimism has eroded
Vezzetti by repeatedly voting down e g ection trail
his initiatives since he was elected quickly, both on the elect

the May 12 election, where he
came up only four votes short of
a first ballot victory.

But Duroy's caution and
the crowd’s chants of “Duroy,
Duroy, Duroy” turned into
champagne toasts some ten
minutes later as campaign

waterfront.

The presence of Duroy and his
vote should not be' underestimated,
especially on affordable-housing is- ,
sues, which are a high priority for 3 i

the 4th Ward. But the coming Menendez of Union Ci :.nl ’ ’ — . : -

months will tell quickly whether the ; Duroy, right, Mlo“sgoq in ﬂ.."m W :n’ci:' “mw. shares the joy of
diatribes and speechmaking have Hoboken's Ci . es him the first Hispanic to sit on
been laid aside in favor of poliey- ty Council.

making or whether every vote will

: ‘ i "
=rhasis - One-vote margin

: See CAUTION — Page 19.

two years ago and on legislative questions.

City ingheés

7

Hoboken inched closer to
removing a state-imposed ban
on sewage hookups last night
as the City Council approved
funding for mandatory infra-
structure repairs.

However, Hoboken may
still have to pay $250,000 in
-penaltics pefore the state will
lift the banand allow the city to
apply for $25 million in federal
grants to upgrade the munici-

al sewage treatment plant.

Meeting in special session,
the council unanimously ap-
proved the first reading of a

By Bill Campbell

———————

see RUNOFFS, Page 1n

A month ago, after the May 12

/)‘_gward sewage OK

bond OIginance to finance the
repairs to tide gates and regu-
lators and the Fifth Street
pump station. Contracts for the
projects are’ expected to be
awarded next week.

Hoboken has been barred
by the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection from
issuing sewerage hookup per-
mits and cannot apply for the
federal sewerage grants until it
accepts a revised compliance
schedule to upgrade the sewer-
age system.

Work on at least a dozen
major real estate projects in
the Hoboken sewerage district

has stalled since a moratorium
was placed on the issuance of
the permits. The Hoboken dis-
trict also includes Weehawken
and Union City.

The city violated its origi-
nal compliance schedule by ne-
glecting to repair tide gates,
regulators and the pump sta-
tion. The DEP fined Hoboken
$410,000 last year for not meet-
ing the deadlines. The tide
gates and regulators are sup-
posed to keep river water out of
the sewerage system but they
have been stuck in the open

See CITY INCHES — Page 15.

City inches toward sewage OK

Kimmelman was successful in

Continued from Page 1
position for years The DEP has
ordered the city to agree to pay
$250.000 of the total fines as
part of the r¢ vised compliance
schedule. City have
called the [ines
pbut acknowle dee that the
has the uppe hand

Last nig ht action Move d

officials
blackmail

DEP

the city closer to mex ting the
schedule for infrastructu
pairs, 4 key nt of the

= compliance agreet ent
v‘i'll !n«tHf uw{!{,.”ﬁ..- 1S

DEP

re re

compone

part ol that pack e the

requires for compliance,” said
city Law Director William
Graves. “It is one of the prere-
quisites we must satisfy.”

But Graves warned that the
major stumbling block is the
fines. “Quite simply, we are in
violation of the original con-
sent agreement and f r us to
move into a position of compli-
ance we must pay,” he said

What the DEP is telling us 1§
that you need us, but we don't
need you ”

Graves said neither he nor
special Hoboken counsel Irwin

attempts to convince the DEP
to lower the fines during a two-

hour
DEP.

meeting Monday W ith

«Among other things, they
are holding the grant money
over our heads like a clubor a
gun,” he said. “They say if you
want the grant, come up with
the money.”

The city needs $295 million
in federal grants to finance its
federally mandated $30 million

secondary

plant

sewage treatment

e —————————————

means a

‘ By Bill Campbell

Fifth Ward residents cast
the votes, but the courts may
determinéthe outcome of yes-

. terday’s City Council runoff

election.

In what observers say was
the “strangest” election in Ho-
boken’s long political history,
incumbent Councilman E. Nor-
man Wilson eked out a victory,
defeating challenger Helen
Manogue by one vote.

: “I’ve read about things like
th!s happening before,” said
Wllsop. “But I never thought I'd
experience it.”

““We all expected a close
race, but nothing like this,”
said a stunned Manogue sup-

pprter as he examined the tal-
lies.

Helen Manogue, who lost a

bid for the Fifth Ward City
Council seat by one vote last
Tuesday, yesterday won a re-
quest for a court-ordered
recount,

SuperiorCourt Assignment

Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys
in Jersey City has scheduled
the recount of voting machine
tallies and absentee and emer-
gency ballots for 9:30 a.m. Mon-

day. He ordered that the ma-

recount

\_Vllson. 48, the City Council
president, lost to Manogue on
the voting machines but won
the race when the absentee
t;:élqts dw?’x:;ez counted. Wilson

eive votes to -
gue’s 731 o

Manogue, 55, a bank vice
president, said she will go to
court.today to force a recount.
She said she will also ask that
the absentee ballots be exam-
ined. “There is nothing more
we can do here,” she said after
the votes were counted. “This
election is still too close to
call.”
~ As the results began trick-
lmg in shortly after 8 p.m., cam-
paign supporters in both camps
hedged on predicting the out-

See ONE-VOTE — Page 19.

| Manogue gets court-ordered

By Bill Campbell chines. Hallots and other voting

materials-be impounded until
then. .*

Manogue, 55, a banker, was

defeated in the election by E.
Norman Wilson, 48, the two-
term councilman. Of the 1,465
votes cast, Wilson received 733
to Manogue’s 732.

According to papers filed

hy Manogue's attorney, Peter
Van Schaick, the voting ma-
c_hmo count in two of the ward’s
five districts was
tent” with other counts.

“inconsis-

He also charged that chal-
lengers reported “numerous
other irregularities.” including
“discrepancies” in the number
of absentee ballots mailed to
the Hudson County Board of
Elections and the actual num-
ber counted.

The election was one of
three runoffcontests in the city
June 9. The City Council is ex-
pected to certify the results in
the Third and Fourth wards
tonight.

Both Manogue and Wilson

&

Ci'gCanciansidomE.W'lsonhold{
tomdicoh'honumboro’vomby'whkh hm

Vezzetti Administration-backed challenger, Helen M
in Hoboken's Fifth Ward.

anogue,

———

i

up ongYotgflhe day af-

ter the election i
count of absentegub‘;ltl(:)ti azd
Mar‘\‘ogue yesterday ‘<aid
she is hopeful" that »th(: re
count WII_I be successful : d
urged residents of the war(‘im
contact her if they are aw of
voting irregularites e of
Wilson d

reached for comment

All SiX ne
St wly ele
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come. Wilson huddled, with
workers in the back room of his
12th Street headquarters,
while Manogue nervously
greeted supporters on the cor-
ner of 10th and Garden streets

“Is it good?" asked a Mano-
gue supporter after the voting
machine tallies arrived. “IU's
very close,” answered Mark
Singleton, the Manogue cam-
paign coordinator “We're up
by eight votes on the
machines.”

Manogue was congratulat-
ed by supporters, received a
hug from her son Steve and
signed an autograph for a small
girl.

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti .

shook hands with most of the
two dozen Manogue support-
ers. “It looks like democracy is
back in town,” he said, repeat-
ing his often-heard election
night slogan. “This one's the
important oné. It's essential to
our success.”

“Oh God, what about the
absentees?” sighed a dis-
tressed onlooker. “What's go-
ing to happen when they count
the absentees?”

Wilson and about 20 sup-
porters received word of their
victory at about 8:40. Wilson
glanced at the results as he
spoke on the phone. Others
counted and re-counted the tal-
lies and shook their heads in
disbelief.

Wilson had received 34 ab-
senteg ballots to Manogue's 25

“Fourth Ward candidate Edwin

anxiously await

absentee ballots.

“Well, I guess a win is a
win,” Wilson said. “They say
that every vote counts and hey,
I guess this proves it. For weeks
political pundits said the Fifth
Ward race was “too close to
call.” but observed a surge of
momentum in the Manogue
campaign in recent days.

Manogue, who was en-
dorsed by Vezzetti, last week
received the backing of Leon-
ard Luizzi, a candidate in the
ward’s May 12 municipal elec-
tion. Luizzi, who finished third
in the field of three candidates,
forced the runoff after he re-
ceived 248 votes.

Wilson ran as an indepen-
dent and wgg not endorsed by
either prg- or anti- administra-
tion faction, alfiyugh he often
sides with ~anf:Vezzetti fac-
tions on 1hé eduncil. Support-
ers said the core of his support
came from long-time homeown-
ers and senior citizens.

The contest had been rela-
tively quiet, with both candi-
dates running a low-key issues-
oriented campaign. Manogue
had criticized Wilson for lack
of leadership as council presi-
dent. Wilson has questioned

possible conflicts of interest ”

between Manogue and her
bank which loans money to Ho-
boken developers.

The most excitement of the
campaign came last night, and
it is expected to continue today
as both sides argue about the
“one vote.” .

Duray, com and friends

the final tally.

Caution of Duroy
became optimism

Continued from Page 1

workers with car horns blast-
ing brought the first results in
to headquarters.

By 8:15 p.m. whatever
doubt remained quickly van-
ijshed. The numbers showed
that Duroy had defeated his
opponent, Florence Amato, by
more than 600 votes.

“The absentee votes won't
help her (Amato) this time,”
Duroy told some 400 supporters
who filled the street outside
his headquarters

Amato received 82 absen-
tee ballots to Duroy’s 38 absen-
tee ballots In last- month’s
election.

«Yictory is with ;all of us
this evening,” shouted Duroy,
36. addressing the crowd in
both English and Spanish.
Duroy is the first Hispanic to
be elected to the City Council

“This is a win for every
person in this community,” he
added as he was showered with
champagne by his supporters.

Duroy said a “pure coali-
tion Created this victory.”

As he drank from a plastic
cup filled with champagne the
crowd forced upon him during
his victory speech, he proposed
a toast:

“Here's to victory
tastes good.”

Two doors away, iron gates

It sure

barred the entrance to Amato’s
campaign headquarters. “5
guess her people knew they
couldn’t do it,” said Tony Moia,
a Duroy campaign advisor, add-
ing that the headquarters had
been closed since late yester-
day afternoon. Amato could not
be reached for comment.

The Fourth Ward race was
bitterly coniested, but Duroy

said the degree of alleged voter -

harassment “was certainly less
than on May 12.” He said Board
of Election workers and the
deputies assigned to the poll-
ing places were “a little more
responsive "’ to problems that
arose yesterday.

Duroy said he and a state
trooper intervened to uphold
the right of one ward resident
to vote. “One of the workers
challenged him so he got a
court order from the county
which the worker refused to
acknowledge for some time.”

The candidate attributed
his victory to “getting out the
vote.” Duroy, principal of the
Connors School, said many of
his supporters had told him
they failed to vote in May's con-
test but “they certainly came
out tonight.”

Duroy was joined at his cel-
ebration by Hudson County’s
first Hispanic mayor, Union
City Mayor Robert Menendez.
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Fans of Cappiello dream of mayoralty

Continued from Page 1

blocks away at Raia’s campaign
headquarters at Fourth and
Jefferson streets. Supporters
filled the tiny storefront and
the sidewalk outside, quietly
gest win” of his 25-year-politi-
cal career and his smile broad-
ened as the crowd shouted
“Cappiello for mayor.”

“] am here to serve you,” he
said, although he also pleaded
for xall of you younger people
to dtart getting involved in
politics.”

Sporting a tan suit with the
tie in his back pocket, Cap-
pidllo attributed his victory to
“hard work and red dots.” He
said he and his workers had
methodically pinpointed their
suppsert, putting red dots next
to their strongholds and
worked on their weak points,

Cappiello said his workers
had “kept such good track of
where our votes were” that
their pnjeetions were only one
vote off.“We had him winning
by 1,143, one worker said.

The Guncilman continued
smiling aad playfully placed a
red dot @ the center of his
forehead.

There vere few smiles two
consoling éch other on the
loss as Cappiello supporters
drove by, beping the horns of
their cars.

Many of taia’s workers, in;

cluding his campaign manager,
Councilwoman Helen Cunning,
fought back tears but the candi-
date calmly sipped a Diet Coke
and promised that he’'d be
back. “I didn’t beat him this
time but I'll be around for a
long time to come,” Raia said.

Raia blamed his loss on
Anthony Russo, who he
claimed “threw his support to
Cappiello.” A picture on the
wall of Raia’'s headquarter’s
depicted Russo as the devil
with horns and a mustache.

Raia defeated Russo by
only nine votes in the May 12
election, earning the chance to
compete against Cappiello in
the runoff. Both candidates
courted Russo’s support in the
second round, but Russo said
he did not want to get involved
because he is attempting to
have the results of the first
election thrown out in court.

Russo has charged that
there were numerous impro-
prieties at the polls last month
and is asking for a new Third
Ward election. The case is to be
heard in Hudson County Supe-
rior Court June 18. Cappiello
said he believes the election
will stand. “The people are
tired of elections, they chose
their man. The court won’t
throw that out,” he said.

Victory is a broad smile for Third Ward Councilman Steve
Cappiello.

Raia and Cappiello quick
to challenge absentees

By Laurie Kalmanson

Before the voting was even
completed in the Hoboken run-
off for the Third Ward City
Council seat yesterday, candi-
dates Frank “Pupie” Raia and
Steve Cappiello filed court
challenges against 39 applica-
tions for absentee ballots.

Alleging that ballots ap-
plied for on Monday were re-
quested by people who tried to
vote both at the polls and with
absentee ballots, who were mo-
bile enough to vote at the polls
or who were registered illegal-

ly, the candidates reached an
agreement with Board of Elec-
tions Superintendent Harvey
Birne.

Agreeing to impound the
contested absentee ballots un-
til after the final count of votes
cast at the polls, Birne prom-
ised a full investigation of the
contested absentee votes if the
numbers make it necessary.

“If these absentee ballots
can make a difference in the
outcome, we'll investigate the
allegations,” Birne said yester-
day after a hearing in front of
Superior Court Assignment

Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys.
The runoff between Raia and
Cappiello was a result of the
May 12 municipal election in
Hoboken. Cappiello failed by
five votes to get a clear major-
ity. Raia finished second.
Third-place finisher An-
thony J. Russo finished nine
votes. behind Raia and lost a
fight to have the election
blocked yesterday pending his
appearance before Superior
Court Judge Dorothea 0°C. Wef-
ing contesting the May 12 re-
sults. Russo’s appearance is
scheduled for June 18.
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HOBOKEN FIRM

HCUA's debt agreement

will nt brea

thority apparently will not go
bankrupt when it pays a 198 debt
to a Hoboken engineering firm, the
authority’s executive director said
yesterday

George W. Crimmins Jr.'s
stalement came one day after the
county’s top judge ordered the
HCUA to begin repaying $142,31251
it owes Mayo Lynch & Associates as
part of a 1981 engineering contract
for a sewerage project.

A Mayo Lynch spokesman said
the firm had received $25,000 from
the HCUA yesterday.

Tuesday's ruling by Assignment
Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys of
Superior Court in Jersey City orders
the HCUA to pay the rest by Oct.
1.

By that time, according to Crim-

Bill allocates

I:Z the bank

ins, the public utility will have
received more than $500,000 in fed-
eral grants to cover the debt

Crimmins was named executive
director in April after the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection warned the HCUA that it
could forfeit up to $108 million in
grants if a director was not named
Crimmins, 37, replaced Joseph A.
LeFante, who resigned.

Mayo Lynch went to court in April
to retrieve the debt, which was due
by last July, when a subcontractor
that performed the work sued them.

Humphreys denied Mayo Lynch's
motion to order the payment im-
mediately when an HCUA attorney
said the public utility would not be
able to cover staff expenses and pay
the debt at the same time

~John Rofe

STATE AID ;\D VAITENE &4

$1 million

for a strapped Hoboken

HOBOKEN—AnN extra §1 million
will be filtered into the city under
a bill appveved yesterday by the
Assembly.

The bill, sponsored jointly by two
33rd District Republican as-
semblymen, Ronald A. Dario of
Union City and Jose O. Arango of
West New York, will provide the
city with the money as a supplement
to the revenue lost over the years
through bankrupt shipyards and oth-
er unusual circumstances.

“Since 1984, over § million has
been lost in property taxes because
of the bankrupt Hoboken ship-
yards,” said Dario. A more recent
loss of $650,000 in federal revenue
sharing and $400,000 in municipal
purpose tax assistance funds also
placed the city in a needy position.

“Other events also have con-
tributed to the deterioration of
Hoboken's financial status,” said

Hoboken see
for its Boéz/z?

Would you like to serve on

the Hoboken
Education?

Until July 1, the board will
accept applications to fill the
spot vacated by member Zelma
Lugo, who resigned last night.
! Each applicant will have to
forward a resume and a per-
sonal :tatement to the board’s
secretary, Anthony Curko, by 4
p-m. on July 1 to be considered
to fill Lugo's spot until the next
board elections in April, 1988.
The statement should list the
reasons the applicant feels he
or she is qualified to serve.

The board has 65 days to
appoint a replacement. Other-
wise, Hudson County Superin-
tendent of Schools Louis Acco-
cella may appoint a member.

Lugo, appointed to the
board by Mayor Steve Cap-
piello, sent in her resignation
letter dated June 14. She gave
no explanation for her decision
to resign.

Board of

Arango. “For instance, the state
Department of Transportation owns
25 acres of land at the southern end
of Hoboken's waterfront. In addi-
tion, there are three acres of tracks
for NJ Transit rail operations
within the city.”

Yet in 198 and 1983, Hoboken
received no state aid to replace the
revenue lost to DOT and NJT. The
city sold more than $900,000 of its
assets to compensate for these
losses.

“Given this strange set of circum-
stances, 1 think it is only ap-
propriate for the Legislature to lend
a helping hand,” said Dario.

The bill was approved 43-18 in the
Assembly and sent to the state
Senate for consideration. Christ-
opher - J. Jackman, D-West New
York, has introduced a similar
measure there.

candidate
Education

Members Lourdes Arroyo
and Raul Morales recommend-
od that the board choose a His-
panic woman to replace Lugo
so as not to upset the racial or
ethnic balance of the board.

“Since Ms. Lugo is Hispan-
ic. it's important that the seat
remain a Hispanic seat,” Mo-
rales said.

Arroyo recommended two
unsuccessful Hispanic candi-
dates in last April’s school
board elections, Carlos Perez
and Felix Rivera

However, Eugene Drayton
urged the board not to limit the
choice to Hispanics, saying
such limiting would polarize
the membership

Member Mario Mercado
moved that the board accept
applications from throughout
the city and consider them in
closed session. A decision 1S
expected by them iddle of July
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HOBOKEN—Edwin Duroy was
elected the city's first Hispanic
councilman yesterday, beating op-
ponent Florence Amato in a land-
slide runoff victory

Duroy was one of three winners
in City Council runoff campaigns,
taking the 4th Ward after a fierce
battle with Amato Incumbent Steve
Cappiellc turned back a challenge
from Frank “Pupi”’ Raia in the 3rd
Ward. and council President E. Nor-
man Wilson beat challenger Helen
Manogue by one vote 0 keep his 5th
ward seat

It was a tense day of campaigning
here. with charges ranging from
racially motivated harassment at
the 4th Ward public housing projects
to people voting twice in the 3rd
Ward. But by 8:30 pm., it was all
over. with a dramatic finish in each
of the races

Duroy racked up 1,246 votes to
Amato’s 666, not including absentee
ballots. Cappiello defeated Raia
1.063-901, not including absentee
ballots, and Wilson beat Helen Man
ogue by one vote including absen-
tees, 732-731.

Wilson said his victory ir-
refutably proved the old saying
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$1M to ease Hoboken ta

By Joseph Albright

TRENTON — The Assem-
bly passed legislation yester
day that would appropnate $1
million in special state aid to
Hoboken.

The measure by Assembly
man Ronald Dario, Union City
Republican, was promptly de
nounced by minority Demo
crats as a “political raid on the
treasury” and a “political
handout.”

It passed 43-18. Dario said
he will seek Senate approval as
soon as possible

If the bill is signed into law
the money is earmarked for tax
relief this year.

Co-sponsored by A ssembly
man Jose O. Arango, West New
York Republican, it drew the
support of only two Assembly
Democrats, Joseph Charles Jr
of Jersey City and Joseph V
Doria Jr. of Bayonne

Dario said the special aid
was needed due to unigue cir
cumstances in Hoboken, citing
a loss of more than $2 million in
property taxes from the bank
rupt Hoboken Shipyards since
1984, $650,000 in federal reve-
nue-sharing and $400.000 in
state municipal purpose tax
assistance.

Dario, a native of Hoboken,

said that in the one-square-

Hearing on Hobok

By Bill Campbell

Amid speculation of tax in-
creases and municipal layoffs,
Hoboken residents will have
the opportunity to express
their opinions of the city’s pro-
posed $28 million 1987 budget
during a public hearing
tonight.

The hearing begins at 8
p.m. in the council chambers at
gity Hall.

‘ The hudget, the second

tenants whose dwellings are

entitled to remain as a tenant

Catrillo bill would

bar condo evictions

TRENTON - Tenants would receive lifelong protec-
tion from eviction due to condominium or cooperative
conversion under a bill before the state Assembly.

Assemblyman Charles J. Catrillo, Jersey City Republi-
can, vesterday introduced a bill to protect residential

Under the bill, anyone who was a tenant prior to the
landlord’s announcement of inte ntion to convert shall be
and neither the owner nor his
successor can dispossess such a tenant.

Current law generally provides, Catrillo noted, that
tenants in premises that are converted whodo nat purchase
their dwelling units may be compelled to leave after three
years. Senior citizens and the disabled who meet income
requirement are currently allowed 40 years' protection.

being converted.

mile city 59 percent of the land
is not taxable and 25 percent of
the housing is public or under
tax abatement.

Republican Assemblyman
Charles Catrillo of Jersey City
defended the appropriation on
the basis that Hoboken was en-
titled to $1 million in lieu of
property taxes on NJ Transit-
owned property in 1982 and
1983. It was believed the money
was for railroad payments, but

submitted by Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti, projects a $3 decrease
in the tax rate, but critics warn
the figure is misleading since
nearly $5 million in anticipat-
ed revenue has not yet been
received by the city.

At $216 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation, Hoboken cur-
rently has the highest tax rate
in the state. The council wran-
gled with the 1986 budget for
nearly six months beforge

‘ adopting a plan that raised ta *-

Dario decided not to bill it as
such because some 20 munici-
palities statewide are due rail
road payments.

The arguments didn’t per
suade Assembly Assistant Mi
nority LeaderJohn P. Doyle, D
Ocean, who derided it as a
“political raid on the trea-
sury,” a *handout for atargeted
city.” “Two legislators said
send money,” he said. “It looks
good.”

es by 35 percent.
Administration foes warn
that the tax rate may skyrocket
$50 this year and result in lay-
offs if the City Council does not
accept a controversial insur-
ance settlement with the Port
Authority of New York and
New Jersey and if the Board of
Education successfully ap-
peals a $3 million cut.
Vezzetti, who presented
the budget April 1, anticipated
$3 million from the $9.4 million

en budg?)

on Ho

x OK'd

Doyle argued it was special
legislation requiring 48 votes
but was overruled. It needed 41
votes 1o pass

In other statehouse action,
an Assembly sub-committee
yvesterday approved a bill by-
Catrillo appropriating $300,000
in state funds to establish an
AIDS mobile health van
program

The funds would prov ide at
least one van each in northern,
central and southern New Jer-
sey under the measure re-
leased by the Subcommittee on
Government Operations of the

Assembly ,'\pprnmmtmn.s
Committee. It now goes to the
full appropriations panel

The vans would be used as
roving educational and coun-
seling centers for intravenous
drug users and others who have
a high risk of contracting the
syndrome.

Also yesterday, the Senate
Revenue, Finance and Appro-
priations Commiltee released
a bill by Sen. Christopher J.
Jackman, West New York Dem-
ocratl, nmn'npnuling $100,000 to
refurbish the Park Theatre
Performing Arts Center in
Union City.

It is identical to a measure
by Assemblyman Frank Gar-
giulo, North Bergen Republi-
can, adopted by the Assembly.

/ .A.fs{tt mehit for tax relief.
e administration also antici-
pated school cuts of $2 million.
City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius, who drafted
the budget, said the settlement
money and the school cuts
were anticipated to offset the
loss of state and federal aid.
The council rejected the
P.A. settlement in its last ses-
sion, and refused to consider
the budget until the state
threatened legal action.

Jt'ght

ns in Hoboken

,. C appiello, WﬂSOﬂ

are both re

-elected

“every vote counts,” while Man-
ugue and backer Mayor Thomas F
Vezzetti vowed to fight to have the
election overturned. Vezzetti was
hurt by the elections, failing to gain
either the 3rd Ward or 5th Ward
seats for his camp, after campaign-
ing hard in both.

But in the independent 4th Ward,
there was joyous celebration in
front of Duroy's headquarters on

Charges fly until the lost minyte —
Story Poge 21.

Jefferson Street, with hundreds of
people spilling over the sidewalk
and into adjoining side streets
When word came of the Connors
School principal’'s victory and he
appeared on the front steps, he was
drenched in champagne as he ad-
dressed the crowd first in English,
then in Spanish.

“‘For years the people of the 4th
ward have not had the leadership
they needed to acquire the things
they meeded,” he sald. “This is a
victory Hispanic people have
worked for for 20 years.”

P.J. Perez, a local auto mechan-
ic, said Duroy's victory was impor-
tant because it gave Hispanic people

See ELECTION, Page 12

r Frank als

972, but was defeated

e
w Louls Francone Durov will re

place Mary Francone on July 1, who
with her hushand served a total of

32 years, representing a ward that
always has been the
poorest here

financially

The 4th Ward also has become
increasingly Hispanic in the last six
vears, as families were displaced
from other wards and then moved
to the southwestern edge of town
More than 70 percent of the regis
tered voters in the ward are now
Hispanic. Duroy said fighting for
affordable housing would be his first
priority on the council

The headquarters of Amato
Duroy's opponent, was dark, and
she could not be reached for com-
ment

In the 3rd Ward, long-time poil
al kingpin Cappiello swigged a beer
i smuled broadly when asked now

t about his victory. “This was
Steve (ap

referendum

¢ an election about
pieiu This was
against Mayor Tom Vezzetli, wi

spent every day f1or the last |

campaigning

iree
weeks down here

igainst me he said

But opponent Raia, a loca
ilder. said he felt good about Une

number of voles he had receivs
against a man who s been in power

for the last 26 vears

Cappiello, who was mayor for 12
vears until Vezzetti defeated him in
1985, said he would not use the
victory in his home ward to ry
again for citywide office Cappiello
said he would instead seek to work
with “‘some of the bright young
men”’ who have been rising In
power. He would not offer any com
ment on Pat Pasculli, the coun
cilman at-large who worked against
him and who also is seeking a strong
power base against Vezzetti

Pasculli fared better in the 5th
Ward, where Wilson, who Pasculli
backed openly in the final days of
the campaign, edged out Manogue

nate the loopholes and tighten
the ambiguous language of the
first agreement,” said Pasculli,
who along with Roberts voted
last week to reject the a-
greement.

Tria) ordered

By JOHN :30”:

Staff Writer

Hudson County's top judge yester-
day ordered a full trial into a dis-
pute over who should develop
Hoboken's secondary sewage treat-
ment plant.

In an often sarcastic 110-minute
opinion, Assignment Judge Burrell
jves Humphreys of Superior Court
in Jersey City rejected a plea by
Mayo Lynch & Associates Inc. of
Hoboken to nullify the city’s 2
million contract with Lawler
Matusky and Skelly Engineers Inc.,
a Jersey City firm

Mayo Lynch originally had been
awarded the contract, but the plans
the firm prepared did not meet
federal standards. Yesterday, Hum-
phreys also ordered a portion of the
new contract which indemnifies
Lawler Matusky for any claims

H 6Tk~

against it to be reexamined by the
City Council. Because of the clause,
the taxpayers of Hoboken could end
up paying the large legal fees from
the suit, unless the language is
changed

Humphreys also dismissed defa-
mation suits between Mayo Lynch
and several Hoboken officials. He
said the published statements they
traded “‘sounded like a Hudson
County political argument.”

In his ruling, Humphreys also
asked Hoboken attorney Marc
Arnold to remove himself from the
case as an advocate for city resi-
dents. Arnold had represented Mayo
Lvnch when it went to court to keép
the contract

LMS was awarded the contract in
November. Construction of the new
sewage plant was ordered by the
federal Environmental Protection

Agency and the state Department of
Environmental Protection in 1985.
Hoboken has run up $410,000 worth
of state fines because it still has not
begun work on the plant. Of the total
of $250,000, the DEP insisted this
week, must be paid in spite of the
fact that the first plans prepared by
Mayo Lynch had not been adequate.

After Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti
refused to pay Mayo Lynch for the
original work, Humphreys ruled in
February that the contract was in-
valid anyway because it had been
advertised improperly as worth
$42500. Mayo Lynch's bill even-
tually exceeded $1 million. The com-
pany is suing the city for §1 million
more in fees, and the city is cour
tersuing for the return of $875.000 it
has already paid them.

Lawler Matusky and the city sub-
mitted preliminary applications this

week to the DEP for $5 million in
federal funding to build the sewage
plant. The DEP has told the city,
if the $250,000 in fines is paid. the
city is- “‘virtually guaranteed” to
receive the grants.

When tke Mayo Lynch-Hoboken
dispute goes to trial, the court will
have to settle at least three issues
that Humphreys refused to decide
yesterday.

Mayo Lynch has charged that an
innovative technology to convert
sewage into energy pellets proposed
bv Lawler Matusky will not work.
In his opinion, Humphreys noted
that LMS had been urged by federal
authorities to proceed with the tech-
nology.

Mayo Lynch also charged conflict
of interest because, it said, LMS had
close business relations with the

Revised settlement
with P.A. proposed

By Bill Campbell = é g 9-¢

Projections of a $50 in-
crease in the municipal tax
rate and massive layoffs of city
workers may be premature, two
Hoboken councilmen members

said yesterday.

Less than a week after the

City Council rejected a $9.4
million
with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, Council-
men Pat Pasculli and David
Roberts said they are prepared
to introduce a revised agree-
ment with “none of the strings”
that snarled the orginal pro-
posal. '

insurance settlement

“This proposal will elimi-

“If the Port Authority
doesn’t support this, it will just
show that they were out to ex-
ploit the loopholes in the or-
ginal agreement,” Roberts
said.

P.A. spokesmen were not

avajlable to comment on the
revised plan.

Included in the ill-fated

settlement was a $3 million
payment to the city for immedi-
ate tax relief. Loss of the reve-
nue, which is anticipated in the
1987 municipal budget, could
result in a tax increase of $25
per
valuation.

$1,,00 of assessed

Hoboken has the highest

tax rate in the state at $216 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation.
City officials fear that an in-
crease in county taxes and
school taxes may add an addi-

See REVISED — Page 6.

ReviS;J —;eﬂlemenf
with P.A. proposed

Continued from Page 1

tional $25 to the rate.

According to the revised
agreement, the P.A. will give
the city a lump sum $7.3 million
payment from insurance funds
collected after a fire destroyed
the city-owned Pier B in 1980.
The remaining $2.1 million is to
be held in a trust account until
Dec. 31

The orginal settlement,
signed April 14 by Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti and Phillip
LaRoeco, the P.A.'s director of
world.trade and economic de-
velopment, specified a break-
down of where Hoboken would
spend the settlement funds.

An attempt at council rati-
fication of the agreement was
defeated by a 6-to-3 vote after
dissenters claimed the docu-
ment was ambiguous and left
the city open to lawsuits with
the bi-state agency.

City Attorney William
Graves said the P.A.’s Board of
Commissioners approved the
settlement last month.

“What we're doing is taking
away all the strings the P.A.
had on where we could spend
the money,” Pasuclli said.
“This would allow us to use

boken sewage

Monmouth County company that
manufactures the technology for t..e
pellets.

Humphreys said also he especial-
ly is concerned that the LMS con-
tract was not advertised properly.
He said the legal notice in local
papers did not include the indemnity
agreement and stated the contract
was for one year when it is open-
ended, meaning costs could escalate
by an unknown amount.

The indemnity clause that Hum-
phreys threw out was entered into
by the city despite its knowledge
that Mayo Lynch would sue LMS to
get its contract back, said Hum-
phreys. The judge said he suspects
the Jersey City firm may have

insisted on the clause for that rea-
son

Humphreys ruled LMS will be

more than $3 million in the
budget for tax relief.”

Council opponents of the
settlement feared that devi-
ations or alterations to how the
funds would be dispensed
could be a breach by the city of
the agreement.

“This is our money to begin
with,” Roberts said. “They
should not be dictating how we
will spend it.”

Graves said the revised
document will be completed by
tomorrow, when it is expected
to be discussed at a council
caucus. He said he could not
predict if it would be accept-
able to the P.A.

Pasculli and Roberts, who
predicted passage of the re-
vised agreement, said the set-
tlement is an important step in
stablizing taxes. They said the
city is also negotiating with the
state Division of Logal Govern-
ment Services for permission
to designate the $1.5 million
tax settlement with the Hobo-
ken Shipyards for 1987 tax re-
lief. Without state permission,
that money could not be spent
until next year, said city Busi-
ness Administrator Edwin
Chius.

plant

indemnified at a rate of what is
reasonably charged a public body"’
until the Hoboken City Council can
review the agreement.

Mayo Lynch’s suit against Coun-
cil Members Joseph DellaF ave and
Helen A. Cunning; Peter Alicandri,
former Hoboken director of public
works: and political activist Steve
Block was dismissed. Humphreys
said comments they made that
Mayo Lynch’s contract was
“pogus.”’ published in local news-
papers, were strictly opinion.

A Mayo Lynch countersuit claim-
ing that the four had interfered with
its contract negotiations also wWas
thrown out. Humphreys said that
because the Mayo Lynch contract
was ruled invalid, their actigns
could not be considered in-
terference

1VOTE MARGIN  #2 &// 7/
5th wWard
recount
ordered

HOBOKEN—There will be a re-
count of the 5th Ward election re-
sults Monday morning by the
Hudson County Board of Elections
in Jersey City. The recount was
ordered in Superior Court yesterday
afternoon

The election, the closest in the
city's history, gave City Council
President E. Norman Wilson a one-
vote margin over opponent Helen
Manogue. The final result was
733-732.

Manogue's forces also have been
gathering information about pos-
sible wrongdoing in the election.
They are researching one absentee
ballot cast for Wilson that a source
said had been cast by a person who
actually lived in Secaucus.

Peter Van Schiack, the attorney
hired by the Manogue campaign,
said. “We want to make sure there
isn't a reasonable excuse,” such as
a marriage separation, that might
explain why the person had voted
here while appearing to live in

Secaucus. :

Sworn statements also are being
taken by Manogue from witnesses
who said one 5th Ward polling place,
the Elks Club on Washington Street,
had been opened 20 minutes late.
The polls were supposed to be
opened at 7a.m., but several people
have complained they were unable
to vote because they had to leave
for work.

“They were mostly yups who had
slotted in a time to vote on their way
in to the city, who could not wait,”
Van Schiack said.

Van Schiack said if the recount
was favorable to Manogue, no
challenge on the other issues would
be brought. If it is not, they will
have 10 days to file a challenge.

“We feel we have an honest
chance,”” Van Schiack said when
asked if he thought the attempts to
overturn the narrow victory would
be successful.

—Janet Wilson




HOBOKEN RACES

Charge:

i JANET WILSON
Staff Writer
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Candidates in
contested City
unoff elections traded
llegal campaign prac-
ghout the day, and sever-
sctions and investigations
The alleged im-
elie include

An anonymous mailing to hun-
{ Hispanic residents of the
housing projects in the 4th
i warning them of possible in-
tigations into their home ad-
es by the Housing Authority if

yre not named on leases

Double voting by workers for

cilman Steve Cappiello in the

Ward, with a co-campaign man-

accused of voting twice, once

r married name at the polling

place and again under her maiden
name on an absentee ballot

Countercharges by Cappiello’s
ympaign that some absentee votes
for his opponent, Frank *‘Pupi”
Raia, were cast by people from out
of town
\Charges by supporters of Edwin
Duroy. the 4th Ward's Hispanic can-
didate, that his opponent, Florence
Amato, mailed out a racist letter
last week.

Both Duroy and Amato denied
having sent out a mailing to resi-
dents of the public housing projects
on Saturday, which most of them
received yesterday. The smail white
envelopes containing the letter bore
no return address, and were ad-
dressed by hand and individually
stamped, rather than being proc-
essed as a bulk mailing with a
registered number. According to the
Hudson County Board of Elections,
such a mailing is illegal because no
address was given. The letter bore
a one-line signature, which said
Paid for By Citizens Concerned for
a Clean Election.

Martin A. Corrado, director of
management for the Housing Au-

f1

Photo by John Decker

THREE HOUSING AUTHORITY tenants in Hoboken hold up letters which, some
ohservers contend. were designed to cut down the total project vote in the 4th Ward.
They are, from left, Andrea Iglesia, Maria Fergosa and Midaglia Cansel.

thority, said the letter had not been
mailed or endorsed by anyone from
the authority. But, he said, ad-
dresses provided from county voting
lists might be investigated by his
office after the election. People
found to be living illegally in an
apartment either would have their
names added to the lease with the
rent of the apartment raised, or
would be evicted in accordance with
federal guidelines.

Eric Neisser, legal director for

the New Jersey Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
said it would not be unlawful to
investigate a voter’s residency, but
added that the letter, because it had
no backing from the authority or
any other official office, was an
“informal threat’’ and “‘an attempt
by the people who wrote it to scare
and deter people from voting.”
Duroy said he had notified both the
state Attorney General's Office and
a legal defense fund in New York

of the letter.

Dozens of residents were angered
and bewildered by the simple Xerox
message inside the envelopes,
which bore a “warning’’ in both
English and Spanish: “You can go
to jail if you vote at an address
where you do not live,”” said one
sentence. “‘If your name is not on
the lease and you are registered to
vote there, you may be in hig trou-
ble with the housing authority. ALL
WILL BE INVESTIGATED.”

‘til the last minute

Ve [ /7CD

The letters were mailed mostly to
chiidren, grandchildren, sisters,
brothers and spouses of people
whose names appear on authority
leases. Many admitted that they
live doubled up in the federally
subsidized projects, saying they can
neither afford nor find another
place to live here. Several said the
mailing had not deterred them from
voling, but others said it had

“l won't vote because | don't
want my parents to get kicked out
of their home," said one 28-year-oid
man. “l spoke to my father last
night and he asked me not to vote
I can't go against his judgment.”

The man said he had voted in the
past from his parents’ home, where
he had lived from the age of 4, but
only in presidential elections.

“Not ever in a local election. 1
walked in once to vote, and they told
me they would get me because my
name was not on the lease. I am
frustrated, but today I have to re-
r\ain neutral. I cannot voice my
opinion.”

In a separate action, more than
40 absentee ballots brought in by 3rd
Ward candidates Cappiello and Raia
were impounded by the county su-
perintendent of elections, Harvey L.
Birne, at midday yesterday. The
ballots will be opened and examined
only if they would make a difference
in the election outcome.

Several workers for Raia said
Antoinette Calabrese, a co-cam-
paign manager for Cappiello, had
voted under her married name and
under her maiden name of Rosse!li,
from the same address, She could
not be reached for comment.

In another matter, Amato denied
that a “personal appeal letter”’ she
sent out to 4th Ward voters last
week was racist, as several Duroy
workers have charged. The sen
tence they said they found objec-
tionable was the final one before her
signature, which said simply, “my
opponent is a Spanish man.”

SUPPLY SHRINKING

e e

400 more apts
now off market

By JANET WILSON
Staffl Writer

HOBOKEN—Nearly 400 more
apartments have been removed
from the already shrunken rental
market bere since December, with
dozens of building ownmers filing
notices in record numbers to con-
vert units to condominiums. By fil-
ing, landlords can skip lightly past
the new anti-warehousing law de-
signed to prevent the emptying of
buildings

But members of the Campaign for
Housing Justice will meet with
Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti and the
City Council tomorrow to urge pas-
sage of a strong law controlling —
and perhaps halting — the con-
versions. It will be the second such
meeting in the last two weeks.

Tough condominium control laws |
have been enacted in Jersey City,
North Bergen, West New York and |
Weehawken, and a similar law has |
been introduced recently in Union |
City |

Why has this city, the condo capi-
tal of Hudson Counmty, the place
where eager young New Yorkers
bought up properties before New-
port was even on the drawing
boards, not passed a similar law?

The reasons given by the housing
activists, city officials and de
velopers vary, ranging from poor
political timing to strong market
forces to a two-year deadlock be-
tween the mayor and the council
that has made passing any legisla-
tion extremely difficuit.

See APTS., Page 14 |

By Bill Campbell

Hudson County’s top judge
yesterday upheld the validity
of the controversial $2 million
sewerage plant design contract
Hoboken awarded to engineers
Lawler, Matusky and Skelly of
Pear] River, N.Y.

Superior Court Assignment
Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys,
in a pre-trial ruling, denied a
claini by the city’s former de-
sign engineer, Mayo Lynch &
Associates of Hoboken, that the
contract was invalid.

In other rulings, Hum-
phreys dismissed defamation
suits Mayo Lynch had lodged
against Hoboken City Council
members Joseph Della Fave
and Helen Cunning and com-
munity activist Steve Block.

The defamation suits,
Humphreys ruled, were “frivo-

Judge dismisses
defamation suits

lous.” The comments in ques-
tion, he said, were “expres-
sions of opinion and immune
from liability.”

Della Fave and Cunning, in
a letter published in The Jer-
sey Journal, had called the
Mayo Lynch contract “bogus.”
Block, in a letter to a local
weekly paper, called the con-
tract “fraudulent.”

Humphreys, citing mount-
ing court costs, ruled that the

LMS contract failed to specify
indemnification provisions,
which means the contract
doesn't meet public contract
laws. He advised the City Coun-
cil to adopt a resolution appro-
priating funds to pay LMS’s le-
gal fees in case of further
challenges to the contract.
Litigation over the contract
to design the federally and
state-mandated Hoboken sew-
erage project began last sum-

loses
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. suit over co

mer after Mayor Thomas Vez-
zetti withheld a $296,000 pay-
ment to Mayo Lynch after the
city was bypassed for more
than $20 million in project
grants.

Humphreys, citing the Lo-
cal Open Public Contracts law,
subsequently found the Mayo
Lynch contract invalid for lack
of proper public notice. Pub-
lished notices of the contract
specified payments of $42,000,
but the actual scope of the de-
sign work was $2 million.

Professional services con-
tracts are awarded.without bid-
ding, but the:city must adver-
tise the amount and the length
of the agreement before the
public hearing.

Mayo Lynch was denied ap-
peals to the ruling and later

See MAYO LYNCH — Page 10.

Continued from Page 1
sued LMS after they were
awarded the one-year contract.

Despite his tough stance on
the Mayo Lynch contract, Hum-
phreys ruled the LMS contract
valid even though the indemni-
fication clause has yet to be
included.

Humphreys said the one-
year, $2 million LMS contract
will exceed those terms be-
cause of the legal battles.

A move to appropriate ad-
ditional funds to pay attorneys

S —————

ntrOCt Mayo Lynch loses suit:

will likely face stiff council op+
position. Several council mem?
bers, pointing to the escalating
legal fees, have indicated that
they will oppose the resolution?

As of April, LMS attorney.
Jack Cannery has submitted
bills of more than $50,000;
Humphreys noted. He said Ho{
boken and LMS should have
anticipated a challenge to the
contract, adding “a Las Vegas.
oddsmaker would have given
good odds that LMS would havé
been brought into the matter.'s

APTS.
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Continued from Page 1

While tenant activists in other
Hudson County municipalities were

| pushing their condominium control

laws during the fall and winter,
members of the Campaign for Hous-
ing Justice were lobbying for a state
law that still has not passed both
houses of the Legislature. Mean-
while, city officials were fighting a
court appeal of the anti-ware-
housing law designed to make
hoarding empty apartments illegal.

Faced with mounting legal costs,
they were loath to pass another law
that would get them entangled in
more lawsuits.

Ira Karasick, author of the model
version of the condo control bill that
has been passed in the other munici-
palities, admits he warned Coun-
cilwoman Helen A. Cunning in No-
vember that it might not be de.
fensible. But he said he now firmly
believes it is constitutional, and,
with a minimum of changes, the
ordinance could be adapted for use
here.

Meanwile, the anti-warehousing
law was upheld in federal court in
December, but with a major
loophole in place that allowed land-
lords who intend to convert their
housing stock to condominiums to
be declared exempt from re-renting
empty units,

“We knew it was a risk,”’ said
Sheilah Scully, a Campaign for
Housing Justice member. ‘‘But it
was a risk we had to take if we
wanted the bill to pass City Council.
But it's been a disaster.”

Condomonium conversions are a
way of life here in the 1980s. Accord-
ing to a study performed by Allan
Mallach and Martha Lamar, there

were 750 conversions in 1988, nearly
double the number of the year
before, and a staggering increase
over the 41 that existed in 1980, The

anti-warehousing law has done noth-
ing to stop the flow, and 1987 may
beat all records. In the first five
months of this year, there were
nearly 400 units filed for conversion
under the Protected Tenancy Act.

Campaign for Housing Justice
members are angered by the seem-
ing power of developers in this city.
But they also acknowledge that
their forces are not as strong as
other tenant groups.

“Almost a quarter of Hoboken's
housing stock is already sub-
sidized,” Scully said. “And those
tenants are not concerned. They
have a false sense of security.”
Scully said the sense of security is
misplaced because the leases on
many of the subsidized units, such
as those owned by Applied Housing,
will begin to run out in six years.

Another reason given by Scully

for the lack of political savvy among
local activists is that many are

" members of the clergy who cannot

and will not campaign or get in
volved in politics.

Nevertheless, it is the politicians
the activists are pinning their hopes
on for now. Bolstered by the results
of the recent council elections, the
Campaign for Housing Justice is
hoping it has the votes to shut off
at least temporarily the six-and-a-
half-year loss of rental units with a
condo control measure.

Vezzetti, who says he ‘‘ran for
mayor because | was scared I
wouldn't be able to stay in my
hometown,’’ has pledged all his sup-
port. Campaign members are also
counting on reelected council mem-
bers Joseph DellaFave, Cunning
and Thomas Newman.

Several of the non-religious CHJ
members also worked for newly
elected 4th Ward Councilman Edwin
Duroy, and they said he promised
his support for a condominium con-

By Bill Campbell

Residents of Hoboken’s
public housing projects may
have been “intimidated” dur-
ing last week's City Council
runoff, a Hispanic voters’ orga-
nization and a councilman-
elect charged yesterday.

The New Jersey-based Na-
tional Puerto Rican and His-
panic Voters Participation Pro-
ject and Fourth Ward
Councilman-elect Edwin
Duroy charged that the elec-
tion was “marred” by an at-
tempt to restrict voters in the

Elections boss asked to probe run

predominantly Hispanic hous-

ing projects and asked the
Hudson County superinten-

dent of elections to investigate.’

The projects are in the
Fourth Ward.

Duroy, principal of Con-
nors elementary school, defeat-
ed his opponent, civic activist
Flo Amato, by a nearly 2-1 mar-
gin last week. Duroy received
1.317 votes to Amato’s 788 votes.

Mass mailing

The complaint stems from
a mysterious mass mailing
warning Hispanics that the
Housing Authority would in-
vestigate all registered voters
who reside in the federally
subsidized buildings.

The letters, mailed to hun-
dreds of Hispanic residents
less than a week before the
June 9 election, warned, “If

your name is not on the lease
and you are registered to vote
(from the projects), you may be
in big trouble with the Housing
Authority.”

The letters, in English and
Spanish, were signed by an un-
known group called Citizens
Concerned for Clean Elections.
The mailing was apparently
aimed at young residents and
senior citizens, many of whom

/7

are forced to “double up” with
relatives because of the short-
age of affordable housing.

Juan Cartegena, an attor-
ney for the Puerto Rican De-
fense Fund, which has repre-
sented clients in Jersey City
elections, said public housing
residents are permitted to vote
even if their names do not ap-
pear on a lease.

“Just because a name does
not appear on a lease does not

ation

mean an individual is improp-
erly registered,” he said.

County, state informed

Cartegena said he has met
twice with county Elections Su-
perintendent Harvey Birne
and the state Attorney Gener-
al’s Office and is “optimistic”
that the charges will be fully
investigated.

The Puerto Rican Defense
Fund, which is assisting the
NPRHVPP and Duroy, has pre-
sented Birne with copies of the
letter and 15 hand-written en-

See DUROY — Page 12.

3
.‘Cuntinued from Page 1

I
yelopes, he said.
' “In effect, residents of the,
Ppublic housing projects were
intimidated from exercising
Yheir right to vote,” Cartegena
aid. “l ‘don't know exactly
shat steps the superintendent
will take, but I suspect thé mat-
ter will be referred to the Hud-
$on County Prosecutor’s Office
#}r an investigation.”
g The county Board of Elec-
muns last week saig the mailing
miolates laws that require polit-
% al literature to bear a return
dress. The typed letters were
:nt in white envelopes with
The addresses written by hand.
& “This is yet another at-
dempt to intimidate Hispanic
wmoters and may also represent
@ criminal violation of the

- | , g ST Duroy asks probe
Duroy charges voter |nt5m)z:|
O

law,” according to a statement
read by Elizabeth Rodriguez of
the NPRHVPP.

“The NPRHVPP and Ed-
win Duroy request that Hudson
County Superintendent of
Elections Harvey Birne investi-
gate and recommend prosecu-
tion so these types of gross vio-
lations do not occur again.”

Neither Birne nor Dominic
Gallo, executive director of the
Housing Authority, was avail-
able late yesterday for
comment.

Amato said she has no
knowledge of the investigation
and has yet to see a copy of the
letter. She is scheduled to meet
with Birne today.

“I don’t know what the
meeting is, about,” she said,
“but it may have something to
do with the letters.”

[Hoboken's drivers tacing the ‘boot’

Hoboken's drivers facing ihe{

By Bill Campbell

Commuters beware!

The first phase of Hobo-
ken's much ballyhooed resi-
dential permit parking pro-
gram is to begin in several
weeks

According to municipal
Parking Authority Director
Patrick Caufield, the city will
begin educating residents and
commuters on the law later this
month. Warning signs, tickets,
stickers, placards and
paraphernalia have already

other

been ordered, he said.

Officials have estimated
that the city could begin en-
forcing the controversial law
by Aug. 1.

The law, intended as a so-
lution to a problem that has
reached “crisis proportions,
establishes permit parking
throughout the city and creates
a series of steep fines for
violators.

The legislation 18 designed
to prevent the city from becom-
ing a commute
suburbanit

r parking lot for
es who utilize the

PATH system and bus lines.
For years, Hoboken residents
have complained that commut-
ers unfairly take parking
spaces intended for residents.

The City Council, during a
raucous session in January,
unanimously adopted the legis-
lation. About 100 residents
jammed the council chambers
and applauded loudly after the
vote

However, critics of the plan
charged the legislation was
pre-election grandstanding
and predicted it would never

t'
. as months
passed, s sidents forgot
the law was on' the books.

“This is a very big task
which requires an awful lot of
work.” Caufield said explain-
ing the delay in enforcement.
“However, in a couple of weeks
we will begin promoting the
program.”

Caufield, whose agency 1s
responsible for administering
the program, said Parking Au-
thority employees will soon be-
gin posting signs and issuing
See HOBOKEN's — Page 14.
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waring notices under the wind-

A shield wipers of cars. He said
1 enforcement should begin in
{ August along non-metered ar-

eas on River, Washington, Hud-
son and Bloomfield streets
near the Erie Lackawanna

} Terminal.

“This is obviously aimed at
the commuters,” said First
ward Councilman Thomas
Newman, whose ward encom-
passed the initial target area.
! “Just drive around on week-
{ ends or holidays and it's easy to
get a parking spot. We want to
make it just as ‘easy for our
residents during the day.”

“We are goingt starttosee

a lot of action ‘n this very
soon,” said City Council Presi-
dent E. Norman Wilson. the
sponsor of the permit parking
ordinance. “I think we will see
some big changes after the first
thrust.”

The city-wide plan, the first
of its kind in Hudson County,
states that vehicles without
resident permit stickers will be
subject to a $25 fine and boot-
ing. A boot is a doughnut-
shaped device which locks the
wheel of the car and immobi
lizes the vehicle

Hoboken auto owners are
required to pay the Parking
Authority $5 a year f r their

sticker. Residents who misuse
their stickers will be subject to
the loss of a parking permit for
a year and a $100 fine

Caufield said permits fees
and fines will be used to sup-
port the cost of the program
Start-up funds will come from
Parking Authority reserve
capital.

Caufield said the agency
must still hire “two or three”
enforcement officers and pur-
chase 12 boots at a cost of about
$300 each

The program will be gradu-
ally expanded from downtown
fo other sections of the city
later this year ‘




School closing rumor
packs board meéeétin

By Jim Kopchains

Members of the Hoboken
Board of Education got a |«
last night in the
rumor within a community

Over 100 parents packed
the board meeting room be
cause ol a rumor that the board
would vote to shut one of the
city's seven publie sehools 1o
close a $2 million budget cut

However. the rumor wasn't
true, but the crowd’'s impact
affected the board members

“We should spread a rumor
like this every month if it gets
s0 many people in here ready
to participate,” board vice
president Mario Mercado said

“Right now, I'd say thers
are almost as many people
here tonight as voted for our
school budget.,” board presi
dent Richard England said. A«
tually, 443 people voted for the
budget in the April elections
and the $30 million budget was
defeated by a 3-to-1 margin

“All we ask is that if the
board considers closing a

SsSOn

power of a

Too soon to tell,
parents are told

sChool that all the parents have

some form of say in the deci

Schulze, whose

School

ston Thoma
daughter attends Ruc
said

Other parents complained

that they never know when the
board meets and what it will be
deciding It seems like the
only wav we do find out about it
i1s through rumors,” one parent
said

England explained that the
board will consider closing at

least one school unless the
members can make up $3 mil
lion in budget cuts made by the
city council fast month

“If more people had voted
for the budget we would not
have to consider any closings,”
England said

Meanwhile. England pron
ised parents of children en
rolled in day care programs
that the board wouid not close
any of the centers operating
within school buildings

Several parents of children
enrolled at the Los Nuesiros
Ninos Day Care Center in the

I'he board had (UII‘\l(ii!l(i Rue School aid ”I!‘f\ feared
closing a school last vear ahd that the board would close the
had appointed a u:m}nmu. 1o cente 1 after its lease ran out on
recommend if any school June 30
should be closed. The board
first voted to close Demarest
School. then rescinded this Hi .
when parents objected Ispanic

Al present, the board has board member
appealed the budget cuts to the .
~-(‘Ay.h' Department of Education resigns
Under state law, Education See Puge 17
Commissioner Saul Cooper
man can overrule a council's
mandated cuts if he finds that
the schools cannot meet state However. England said

Thorough and Efficient school
standards with those cuts

England said the board had
not yvet agreed how it would
decide if any schools should be
closed

that the center would remain
open on a month-to-month ba-
sis over the summer until it is
clearer whether the board will
close any schools

)
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The school board is appealing the
council’s order to cut § million to
the state, and is hoping it will
override the council and restore the
budget to its full $12 million.

Board attorney Robert Murray
advised the members before the
public meeting that firing the teach-
ers might send the wrong message
to the state, that the problem had
been solved and the money did not
need to be restored.

The terminations would have cov-
ered tenured as well as non-tenured
teachers, some with up to 10 years
in the system, including every sub-
ject from math to social studies to
special education, Farina said.

The teachers still could be let go
if the state does not restore the
budget. By keeping them on the
payroll far now, the school district
may end up with extra payroll ex-
penses later, because even if the
teachers are not fired, they will
have to be paid from April through
June. The board would have had to
notify the teachers in April to save
the money. The board did notify 20
non-tenured teachers in April that
they might not be brought back, as
well as 26 other school staff.

Voters overwhelmingly rejected
the school budget in April — which
could raise taxes.

Most of the parents at the meet-
ing last night were more concerned
about the possibility of schools
being shut.

“Are these rumors true? When
are you going to make up your
minds, when are we going to find
out?” asked one woman in the front
row.

“l realize as a parent it is a
critical issue for you to know wheth-
er or not a school is going to be
closed,”” Trustee Mario Mercado
said. ‘‘Night after night, month af-
ter month, not to know, it’s a heart-
rending thing. But we cannot do
more than what we have the money
to do.”

Several parents were worried a
school or schools would be closed
without their input.

“I'd like to request that parents
be allowed to have an active role in
deciding which school will be
closed, and how it will be closed,”
said a man standing along the left
wall.

“We will take that into considera-
tion,” President Richard England
said.

At the end of the meeting, Eng-
land read Lugo's letter of resigna-
tion, submitted to Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti and the school board yes-
terday, effective as of Monday
Lugo has moved out of town, and so
cannot fill out her unexpired term,
due to run until April, when an
election will be held.

There was heavy discussion on
how an interim replacement should
be picked. Several audience mem-
bers requested that the person-
picked be Hispanic, as Lugo was;
others shouted down the idea, one
saying to set an ethnic requirment
is “‘an insult.”

Several people said they were
worried by a rumor they had heard
that Perry Belfiore, a developer
who dropped out of last April's
election and supported triumphant
candidates Richard England,
Geraldine Pantoliano and Mario
Mercado, had been promised Lugo's
seat in return.

Mercado angrily denied that any
deal had been made.

“I'd like to know who started this
rumor,”’ he said. “They're liars.”

ﬂQBOKEN FIRINGS
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Ed board adopts

By JANET WILSON .
Staff Writer v
HOBOKEN—Faced with a room
full of questioning parents, and act-
ing on advice from its attorney..the
Board of Bducation last night
shelved plans to close down two
schools and fire 80 teachers.
Trustge James Farina had said
earlier in the day the drastic meas-
ures were necessary, although not
wanted. because of an order from
the City Council to reduce the school
budget by $3 mililion.

patient attitude

Zelma Lugo, a longtime member
of the board, also resigned yester-
day by letter, and the board decided
last night to advertise for applica-
tions to replace her.

Farina and other board members
said last night they had decided to
withdraw an agenda item to fire the
teachers, and hold off on the school
closings to send a strong message
to the state Department of Educa-
tion that the teachers and facilities
were urgently needed.

See BOARD, Page 14

$7.3M proposal 1o,k

By Jim Kopchains

The Hoboken City Council
has made a new proposal to
settle insurance payments with
the Port Authority over a 1980
waterfront pier fire.

The council voted to ap-
prove a settlement proposal
that would have the Port Au-
thority pay the city $7.3 million
within the next 30 days and
place the remainder of the
amount in an escrow account
subject to an agreement on de-
veloping the city's waterfront.

Meanwhile, over 150 resi-

RENT BOARD MEMBER

et —————

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—A controversial
Rent Leveling Board member will
| be dismissed today or tomorrow
after allegedly attacking a fellow
{ board member on the third floor of
{ ' City Hall last week, officials said
occurred
| Wednesday at 6:30 pm., an hour
{ before a scheduled meeting of the

The alleged attack

board.

George Sommers was waiting for
Alfred Avitible at the elevator door,
| according to police reports. He
screamed at Avitible as he came off
the elevator, kicked him hard in the
groin, then siugged him in the head
as he was falling to the ground

Sommers then fled, according to

HD ¢rer?

Ouster looms
after assault

police, leaving Avitible writhing and
alone on the upper floor. Avitible,
a volunteer fireman who suffered
serious injuries fighting 2 blaze in
198, staggered to his feet, went to
a bathroom, saw blood covering his
face, and managed to drive himself
to a doctor.

He drove to St. Mary Hospital
here where he required six stitches
to close a cut over his left eye.
Avitible, who has been operated on
11 times since the 1984 fire, may
require further surgery because of
the alleged attack. He testified to
police the same night as the alleged
attack. "1 have awful pain’’ he
said.

Sommers has been charged with
aggravated assault against Avitible.
Sommers filed a countercharge of

simple assault the same night,
claiming Avitible hit him six times
in the head and banged his head
against a wall. He checked himself
into St. Mary, but refused to be X-
rayed and signed himself out

Detectives investigating the case
concluded that Awitible was the
victim. Several witnesses testified
they had seen Sommers at a City
Council meeting t wo hours after the
incident, and that he appeared com-
pletely “normal,” and in no way
injured.

Sommers also stopped by th2 of-
fice of Sister Norberta Hun-
newinkel, a nun who heads the Rent
Leveling Board, 15 minutes after
the alleged attack.

See BRAWL, Page 14

NS — -

bers for the public hearing last
night on the $28 million munic
ipal budget

City officials consider the
P.A. settlement is important in
countering state and federal
cuts in the municipal budget

As proposed, the Port Au-
thority would advance $7.3 mil-
lion of an estimated $9.4 mil-
lion in insurance money to the
city within 30 days. The full
amount is estimated by city of-
ficials to be the amount owed to
the municipality out of the in-
surance payments for the fire

Council OKs $7.3M proposal to P.A.

Continued from Page 1

posal last night as an active
step in resolving the insurance
negotiations. He explained
that the proposal is similar to
ane proposal that was recently
rejected by the council be-
cause of disputed language.

If the council did not ap-
prove the proposal last night,
the members would then have
to remove $3 million in antici-
pated revenues in the pro-
posed budget.

..Councilwoman Helen Cun-
ning said she doubted that the
agreement would ever be ac-
cepted by the Port Authority.

"This is really only a pro-
posal. What happens if the Port

‘LEWDNESS'

HOBOKEN-—In an otherwise tense, heavy evening
of speechmaking in City Council chambers Wednesday

Authority says no. What are our
options then?"

After discussion in closed
session, the council approved
the proposal.

The public hearing on the
budget took up most of the
meeting as 10 speakers ad-
dressed the council.

Most of the speakers de-
nounced the budget as far too
high and based on unrealistic
anticipated revenues.

“What we have here is (May-
or Thomas) Vezzetti's Yellow
Brick Road. It is Never-Never
Land, the Land of Make Be-
lieve,” one speaker, Dr. Robert
P. King, said.

"Gentlemen and ladies, we
can no longer afford the luxury
of patronage. For too long in
this building (City Hall) there
have been two kinds of people -
‘in-laws’ and ‘out-laws’.”

Other speakers attacked
the city employees and pay
raises being sought in the next
rourfd of contracts this year.

"l accuse the unions not ne-
gotiating their contracts until
September and then seeking an
unconscionable 25 percent in-

crease over the next two years,”
Kenneth Lenz said, amidst his
list of complaints about the
budget

Another speaker, Michael
Fodey, said, "These workers
are like the Mexican Army -
there's more generals than
privates.

"My wife and I are sick and
tired of working two jobs to
support a bunch of in-laws and
political hacks.”

Joseph Scordato, president
of the Hoboken Mayor’s Budget
Advisory Committee, also at-
tacked the municipal employ-
ees for being unrealistic about
the amount of m ney available
for municipal workers.

"We have to face the unfor-
tunace fact that layoffs must be
made in order to cut expenses,”
he said.

In defense, both James
Fisher, president of the city's
municipal employees union,
and Jude Fitzgibbons, the
union's former president, said
the workers have been unfairly
seen as the scapegoat for the
city’s budget woes.

"Year after year we hear

L] - L -

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

night, there was one light interlude.

William Graves, Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti's law
director whom the council loves to call up to the
microphone so they can bat him around a bit, got in

a few hits of his own.

Graves had been asked at the previous meeting by
Councilman Steve Cappiello, the former mayor, to
prepare a censure of Vezzetti for “lewd and obscene

remarks’’ during the council runoff election.

Graves complied by drawing up a pmclamaﬁgn that
sounded like a rewrite of the “Wizard of Oz,”" with

cast the first stone.”

“Whereas,” it read in part, “‘all prior occupants
of the office of Mayor of the City of Hoboken have,
since the beginning of time ... been paragons of virtue, |
honor, and punctilious chivalry; and 1

“Now therefore

runoff election.”

demanded a rewrite.

that there is no money to pay us
more so we have helped,” Fitz-
gibhbons said. "In 1984 you
asked us to take no raises and

we didn't get a raise. In 1985, |

you said you could only pay us a
bonus, so we took a bonus.

BRAWL
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Continued from Page 1

He walked across the room rub-
bing his hands together and flexing

. OK'd

he remainder of the con
ted amount would be placed
in an escrow account pending
the outcome of negotiations be-
tween the city and the author-
ity over development of the
Port Authority piers

If no agreement can be
reached by Dec. 31, the escrow
amount would be divided m
half and both sides woul
negotiate a termination {o the
lease that the authority has
held on the piers since 1952.

Councilman Pat Pasculli
introduced the settlement pro-
See COUNCIL — Page 14.

ERFENEERS

¢

What do you want? Our !

blood, too”

The budget, submitted by *

Vezzetti, projects a $3 decrease
in the tax rate, but eritics warn

the figure is-misleading since »
nearly $3 million in anticipat- ,

ed revenue has not yet been
received by the city.

At $216 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation, Hoboken cur-
rently has the highest tax rate
in the state.

Administration foes warn
that the tax rate may skyrocket
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| then did not even show up for the
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