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munities like this one where
yvuppie restaurants and gourmel
| stores have flourished up and
down Washington Stree! since
the the vuppies mov ed in

Hudson Yuppies

Parking Authority
OKs appeal motions
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“My first thought was thal

have to get a new job
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k market
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he said

Last Monday's 508-point arop
in the Dow Jones Industrial As
erage is likely to hurt many
voung urban prnh‘\-ln!'m‘h like
Renaud. who have made this
ecity parts of Jersey City their
new home in recent years Many
likely will reassess their spend
ing habits, putting luxury goods
and big-ticket items on hoid
economists say. And that could
cut into the fast growth of com

Mavbe people who thought
money was everything will re
assess their values said Rose
mary McLaughlin, 33, who does
not put herself into the vuppie
category and cringes when
merely hearing the word. “*May-
be they 1l realize that money and
investments are nol the only
goals in life '
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The J\(T.\‘C_\' City Park‘lm: Authority will allow its atlorneys to file post-trial
motions for the appeal of a $120,000 court-granted damage aw ard of a discrimina-
tion and endangerment case 1l lost in Superior Court two weeks ago

Authority commissioners, however, are waiting to receive and read copies of
the trial transcript before de ;
ciding to actually authorize an
appeal

The commissioners also re
organized several committees
including the personnel and i
nance committees. When ques
tioned by a reporter about the
reorganization, the comis
sioners conceded the action
was taken because several em-
ployees, including the former
assistant director, left the
agency in the past or were
transferred without their
knowledge

The commissioners hud-
dled with their attorneys for
nearly three hours last night
during a closed caucus of an
emergency meeting called to
discuss the court decision and
its ramifications last night in
the agency's office on Bergen
Avenue.

The award was granted to
Tyrone Reynolds, 27, of Jersey
City, who is black who claimed
he was beaten unconcsious be
a white co-worker who con-
stantly used racial epithets in
his presence in 1984.

The altercation took place
in the Jersey City Parking Au-
thority building. Reynolds says
he was hospitalized overnight
because of injuries he
received.

During the public portion
of the meeting it was an-
nounced that the JCPA Attor-
ney, Edward Van Dorn, will be
allowed to proceed with post
trial motions that have to be
filed 15 days after a court deci-
sion has been rendered.

But the commissioners
agreed not to approve an ap-
peal until they have a chance to
read transcripts of the trial.
The authority counsel said the
transcripts won't be available
until the first week in
December.

According to sources their
is some concern among the
commissioners that the cost of
the case, already nearing the
$200,000 mark, will be an even
heavier burden on the agency
if the appeal is lost.

Ralph Cole of the Jersey
City Branch of the NAACP at-
tended an earlier emergency
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ANNUAL PARADE

HISTORIC PAULUS HOOK HObOken

RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT .

ZONE3 3251 aw
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HOBOKEN—The city is brac
ing for an onslaught of goblins,
ghosts and ghouls set to descend
on Washington Street Saturday
afternoon

Halloween plans for the tradi-
tional Rag Muffin Parade are in
full swing

*“The whole purpose of the pa-
rade is the children,” Angelo
Valente, former City Council
member and current Assembly
candidate, said yesterday.

Valente was the driving force
behind the move to reinstate the
parade when, as a councilmanin

1985, he organized its re-emer-
gence after a 10-year hiatus.

In the two years since, the pa-
rade has resumed its former sta-
tus as a centerpiece of the city’s
observance of Halloween. Last
year, some 2,500 children
marched in the parade, and
Valente said he expects a simi-
lar number this year.

“There will be floats and a
prize for best costume,’’ Valente
said. “We've gotten full cooper-
ation from the city ... the Police
Department, private
merchants, the Fire Depart-
ment. Everybody's working to-
gether.”

Any child in a costume is
eligible to march in the parade
Potential spooks are asked to
gather at 14th and Washington
streets at 11:30 Saturday morn-
Ing.

The parade is scheduled to be-
gin there at noon and proceed
south to Fourth Street, then east
to Hudson Street.

~CHRISTOPHER AVE

[

condos, will dry up n coming opened his second guumu-\ food
: r shop on Washington Street last

s Others diSagree, saving
ll?)?)rr]:h m\:}:u:r\hu 1;.\ put their ~month, said business has not suf
money into real estate, a safer fered ]
haven than the stock market ‘People still have to eat,”’ he
Thomspson and his friends are said. “'If all they want 1§ a pro
not worried. ‘‘We have the most  volone and salami sandw ich, we
stable economy in the world,”  still do that
said one “Even if stocks in oth- ““My outlook 18 sanguine,’’ he
er markets fa'l, our government said, “‘except if we really find
makes ours a good haven for ourselves in some dire deprcg
others.” sion.”” Although one specialy
The stock market plunge was food shop has closed here andi
good for interest rates last week, the market for gourmet {00C
added another of Thompson's may be shrinking, he said de-
friends, who is a bond broker on mand for convenience foods will
Wall Street. If that keeps up. remain, and those who g0 after
real estate values only will con-  the market aggressively will |
i flourish.

' el she said
tinue to climb, Sb £ Much of the impact will de-

While the market for big- Wi o>
ticket purchases — from cars to pend on what happens In the
houses to health club member- stock market during this and

coming weeks, said a Wall

ships — slowed last week sl al
thrPoughoul North Jersey, Street executive dining at Mg}
merchants here said they have well's. 1t also dgpends odu f\:\hd\

' change in s nding the government oes, and on-
L p—— ’ e gress and the president are able

habits.  pres ;
Maxwell's, a ular local 1o settle their d\fferencesﬁnv(i
dining eslablish‘;lognl among lake steps to end the massive
yuppies, was having trouble fin- federal budget deficit. Lo
ding enough tables for If not, many people w‘; d”d
brunching customers yesterday. hurt, said the executive wWho | 1)
Asked to comment about the im-  not want to give his name, espe-
pact of the market plunge on cially those in places lgk‘e lh\:1
business, a manager at the city andt.)grs;.\é Slt\y(.)r\:('huh fee
i . lub-restau- On events in J ;
washington Street club-restau Y R aaline

rant said she was 100 busy even . ‘
to talk. Unless customers were by 25 percent, 1 think you'll put.
drowning their SOrrows in that $300,00 condo on hold for

jui ) .aid. “And if it con-

omelets and orange juice, every- now, he said. : -

thing was business as usual. tinues, a lQ( of people will lose
Joe Bergstein, who just their jobs.

among most
residents remained

in wake of last

But the mood

young Cit)
upbeat yesterday
week’s Wall Street gyrations
Kim West, the moGe! with Re
naud at East L.A said she still
plans to spend s500 on Ralph
Lauren clothes, even though she
substantial paper
week. “Im still
* ghe said
positive
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Permits like these do not assure @ porking space nor —
residents complain — does the absence of such a permit
assure a parking ticket.

s parking-by-permit
T3 10-26-%7, o
law foo permissive?

By Emily M. Smith

suffered
losses lasl
spending money y

And most remained
that the market's loss will not
eat away their investments 1n
high-priced bro ¢nstones and
condominiums ‘

“1f Hoboken <* qches, we Té all
in trouble,” joked one young
proiessmnal, while talking with
neighbors on 4 street corner.
But the market will have hlﬂe
direct impact on their spending
habits. they said

Most young pmtmsmnals who
live here have put a large per-
centage of their money into their
homes, not the stock market,
said Noel Thompson. a market-
ing consultant who lives here.
“Our greatest asset is in our
homes,' he said. “We've put
most of our money into fixing
it."”

Some real estate agents pre-
dict that the Dow Jones plunge
will reduce real estate values 1n
the entire New york metropoli-
tan area, including Hudson
County _

Mati Marcus, an economist at
Rutgers University, said luxury
purchases, including expensive

More often than he would
like, Dan Katz has to park a
block or two away from his Sus-
sex Street home.

“I'm not saying 1 have a
right to park right in front of my
house,” he says. But parking on
the same street would be nice.

Parking is the bane of Jer-
sey City living. It turns running
asimple errand into a quest for
the Holy Grail. It eats away at
the quality of home life. It is
the link that binds strangers.
Everyone can relate to a tale of
parking woe.

In an attempt at least to
improve the quality of residen-

{pm - 3pMm
TUES & FRI

Related story on Page 19.

tial life, Hoboken and Jersey
City recently initiated residen-
tial parking programs which
supply area residents with
parking stickers.

So, how much has the qual-
ity of life been improved?

In Hoboken, where ticket-
ing began Wednesday, it's too
early to tell, says Pat Caufield,
director of Hoboken’s Parking
Authority.

Even if the city ordinance
establishing residential park-
ing doesn’t work, at least the

ANY VEHICLES
WITHOUT
ZONE 3 PERMIT
PARKED
OVER 2HRS

4__—__._—_—-_—_—
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STUDY PUSHED

Hoboken may relax Iits
re

Photos by Michoel Medici

rictions on parking
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By FELIPE ALBUOUERQUE
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HOBOKEN—The City Council
will consider an amendment to
the new parking ordinance that
would allow residents with out-
of-town registrations and
driver’s licenses to obtain per-

| manent parking permits.

|
{

In order to receive a permit

| from the Parking Authority, res-

idents first must present either a
driver's license or registration
listing a local address. The
amendment, which has yet to be
brought before the council,
would broaden the ordinance to
accept other forms of proof of
residence, such as gas and
phone bills bearing an address
here.

Councilman E. Norman
wilson Jr. said yesterday that,
before the amendment can be
brought before the entire coun-
cil, the Transportation Commit-
tee first has to determine what
other types of identification will
be acceptable.

a date for the council’s review of
the amendment, he said that it
would “‘definitely” be before the
end of the year. In an effort to
accommodate residents who
cannot provide the proper iden-
tification now, the Parking Au-
thority will grant temporary

rmits valid through Decem-

er.

The city began enforcing the
ordinance, which prohibits non-
residents from parking on un-
metered spots for more than
four hours, on Wednesday,
ticketing more than 60 cars in a
four-block test area that in-
cludes: River Street between
Third and Fourth streets,
Hudson Street between 10th and
11th streets, Washington Street
between Ninth and 10th streets,
and Bloomfield Street between
11th and 12th streets.

Parking Authority Director
Pat Caufield said yesterday that
the test area will be expanded to
the first block of Bloomfield

and the city will begin im-
mobilizing or “booting’’ cars
parked illegally in those areas
as early as next week.

More than 8,500 residents out
of an estimated 12,000 already
have been given permit stickers
or visitor placards, creating
what Caufield calls “a tremen-
dous amount of paperwork.“

As a means of lessening the
workload and cutting costs,
Caufield said that, next year, the
authority will issue two-year
permits as opposed to the year-
long stickers now being granted.

Caufield added that he expects
it will take at least a year to
work out all aspects of the or-
dinance.

““We have to give it at least a
year, or maybe 18 months, to de-
termine the impact of the or-
dinance and if it's worth it at
all.” he said. “It’s like going
from a manual system to a com-
puterized system in a brokerage
office. It takes a while to work
out the glitches.”

meeting the commissioners
held last week to discuss the
matter and delivered a scath-

: ! See PARKING
ing letter suggesting that au-

city tried, Caufield says.
that bad, we would be negli-

“It's

The sign seems definite,
but Jersey City residents

say non-residents ignore

— Page 12.

it with impunity.

thority executive director,
John Vicari be dismissed. Com-
missioner Gloria Esposito said
she and her colleagues are
waiting to read the transcipts
before responding to the
NAACP's demands. Coles and
NAACP President Tom Taylor
met with Jersey City Mayor An-
thony Cucci Tuesday to deliver
the same letter they gave to the
JCPA to the mayor.

Coles and Taylor claimed
Cucci told them he sent a letter
to the JCPA urging them to ap-
peal the case based on a con-
versation he had with Vicari.
He said the JCPA can win the
case on appeal. But Cucci said
he was not aware that the
.jiward decision was made by a
jury. Coles said the mayor told
thcm he was under the impres-
sion, after his discussion with
Vicari, that it was a decision
rendered solely by the Judge.

Coles also claimed that the

Though Wilson could not give

Street by the end of the week,

Hoboken and EPA agree

3.3 70~

on sewer

By Bill Campbell

Hoboken and the federal
Envirnnmvn!ul Protection
Agency have reached a tenta-
tive settlement in a six-year

dispute over city violations of

the Clean Water Act

Hoboken was facing $18
million in fines and the threat
of a sewage ban for violating
federal standards for effluent
dlS(‘hfﬂ‘ﬂ(‘d into the Hudson
River

City officials announced
yesterday that the EPA will
drop its action if Hoboken pays
$225,000 in fines and complies
with its timetable to upgrade
the beleaguered 35-year-old
sewage treatment plant

“We are very happy about
the resolution of the EPA fines,
both in terms of the money and
eliminating the threat of a sew-

2A7-%>

fines settlement

er ban,” said Ken Laptook, a
special counsel who acted as
the city’s top negotiator.

The settlement, reached
before U.S. District Court
Judge Harold Ackerman in
Newark, still needs municipal
and federal approval. Laptook
said the U.S. Attorney’s office
and the local DEP office have
already agreed to the terms.

The EPA suit was the last of
two major environmental ac-
tions related to the city's at-
tempts to upgrade the munici-
pal sewage plant. In August,
Hoboken and the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion reached a settlement in a
year-old suit over infrastruc-
ture repairs.

Hoboken received a re-
prieve from a state sewage ban
when it settled its DEP litiga-
tion. Although the state ban

has not been recinded, repairs
to the existing plant will allow
the city to increase capacity at
the plant.

The plant, which must be
upgraded from primary to sec-
ondary treatment by late 1990,
was classified as ‘“‘unaccept-
able” last year by the DEP. The
agency said the facility suf-
fered from “serious” opera-
tional deficiencies and an offi-
cial close to the investigation
called it “the worst case sce-
nario I've ever seen.”

The EPA said the plant has
suf‘l‘ered from chronic deficien-
cies, ranging from decrepit
conditions of the facility to
poor management. Last Decem-
ber, federal inspectors said the
effluent discharged into the
Hudson River “was always very

See HOBOKEN — Page 31.

mayor said since the JCPA isan
autonomous agnecy he has no
jurisdiction to fire Vicari and
said that he couldn’t do that in
any case because of an “iron
clad,” five year contract Vicari
was given by former Mayor Ger-
ald McCann.

Hoboken, EPA agree
on sewerage fines

Continued from Page 1
dark, either brown or black.”

Hoboken’s constant failure
to comply with federal treat-
ment guidelines prompted the
EPA to hit the city with the
millions of dollars in fines. The
EPA report concluded that the
Hudson River will be subject to
blackened effluent until the
secondary plant, which re-
moves 85 percent of waste wa-
ter pollutants, is constructed.

Municipal officials have
said the existing plant, which is
undergoing repairs, removes
less than the 30 percent of pol-
lutants currently required by
federal law.

According to Laptook, the
EPA fines were levied at a rate
of $10,000 a day since 1981. He
said fines from 1975 to 1980

were erased when the statute
of limitations expired.

“A settlement in this dis-
pute is extremely important to
Hoboken because the EPA had
the authority to put us out of
business,” said City Attorney
William Graves. “A federal
sewage ban would have meant
no new hookups at all until the
existing plant is upgraded.”

He said the city’s ability to
reassure the EPA that the re-
pairs would be made was a key
factor in the settlement.

“The EPA was extremely
serious in its threats because
Hoboken has a long history of
non-compliance,” Laptook
said. “This clears a major hur-
dle which should relieve the
city of substantial financial
harm.”

e ——

Residents say Jersey City's residential parking
i streets and Hoboken resi

neighborhood

Permit parking 100

Continued from Page 1
gent if we didn't try some-
thing,” he said.

The first two days offered a
good omen. In Hoboken's four
test areas, 29 tickets, at $25
apiece, were issued Wednes-
day. Thursday, only 19 were
written. Booting, a device that
immobilizes cars, starts in No-
vember and carries a $25 re-
moval fee. That should bring
even better results, Caufield
says.

The five-month-old Jersey
City program has kept Aristi-
des Pappidas in shape and on
his toes.

“] try not to use my car very
much. I use a bicycle,” he says.
An independent contractor,
Pappidas works out of his Es-
sex Street home.

Sometimes, such as when
pappidas needs to pick up
large piece of lumber, a bike
won’t cut it. Then, finding a
parking space on the return
home is tough.

«1'11 double-park,” he says.
“I'm not happy about it. I've
been ticketed.” Double-park-
ing means automatic participa-
tion in the parking game. Pap-
pidas spends the rest of the day
at his window, spying for legal
parking spaces.

Jersey City’s parking pro-
gram allows two-hour parking
for non-residents 1n three
zones. Zone 1 is the City Hall
area. Zone 2 covers Cottage
Street from Kennedy Boule-
vard to Herbert Place and Zone
3 affects parking near the Ex-

change Place PATH station. In
the past four weeks, about 1,200
tickets have been given for vio-
lating residential parking in
those zones, says Ron Buono-
core, director of Jersey City
Public Works, which super-
vises parking violation officers.

Residents complain that
many more should be given.

Katz, president of the Sus-
sex Street Block Association,
said life around there would be
wonderful if Jersey City's pro-
gram were enforced.

“The program in its imple-
mentation is awful,” he said.
“It didn’t take but a couple of
weeks for commuters to discov-
er that there was no
enforcement.”

“It's an insult to us,” Katz
says. “It's literally a slap in the
face to go through this charade
of passing a law and then not
enforcing it. Did they think we
wouldn't notice?”

Mark Kennedy and Joseph
Cosenza, both Sussex Street
residents, say parking regula-
tions are enforced but
inconsistently.

Sporadic enforcement ex-
ists because the Jersey City
City Council didn’t consult the
Public Works Department
about its ability to enforce the
parking ordinance before the
council passed it, Buonocore
says.

Buonocore says five of the
city’s 25 parking violation offi-
cers are on long-term sick
leave

“Our main concern is the

Photo by Michoel Medwa

ram is not relieving the crunch on their
ts have the same complaint.

permissive¢

street sweepers and metered
posts,” Buonocore says. The de-
partment is allowed some
lice officers but those are g‘e):
ing used to crack down on
dumping of debris and cars.

The shortage of parking vi-
olation officers will be correct-
ed in November when between
five and 10 people will be
hired, he said.

A teacher at Cornelia F.
Bradford school, 96 Sussex St.,
said the program has helped
but not solved parking
troubles.

Permits are given to people
who work in the area.

Arriving 45 minutes before
school starts at 8 a.m. does not
guarantee a space. “Now, how
much earlier am | supposed to
get here and have it be safe for
me?" she says.

Despite its hit-or-miss na-
ture, the program has inter-
rupted one New York woman’s
visit to her son. No provision
for visitors in the three zones
exists.

Ever since she was ticketed
on Grand Street, she’s been
playing the parking game —
keeping eye on the clock and
moving her car every two
hours.

“It isn’t easy,” she said,
parking her car on warren
Street. *“I try to be on my
guard.”

Despite the lack of consis-
tent enforcement, Jersey City
residents have one consola-
tion, Katz says: “It's nowhere
near as bad as Hoboken.”
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Drugs, misconduct
are among charges

stop making sexual advances on
I

By JOHN ROFE
Staff Writer
Prosecutors unsealed indict

ments yesterday of 12 public and

law enforcement officials, in

cluding two Hoboken fire

fighters charged with dealing

drugs on duty and a “udson
| County official accused of steal

ing up to $100,000 in quarters

from a copy machine

The indictments, handed up in

Jersey City by a Superior Court
| grand jury Wednesday, also
| name six police officers from
Jersey City, Umion City,
Hoboken and Bayonne on
charges ranging from ag-
gravated assault to possession
of cocaine

In the most bizarre of those in-
dictments, two Bayonne police
officers are charged with beat-
ing a Brooklyn man with black-
jacks after he asked them to

INDICT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

his daughter
him and his wife and accusing
them of pimping the girl

Also char g(-d
ments is a campaign aide to
Steve Cappiello, Hoboken City
Council member
toinettie
voted twice in six elections dat-
ing back to 1984

Also, a Jersey City welfare of
ficial is accused of possessing
large quantities of heroin and
cocaine,
charged with selling out of their
apartment. A Hoboken police of-
ficer is accused of tipping off the
three city firefighters that they
were the subject of an investiga-

A Jersey City police officer is

charged with possession of co-
caine, and a county employee is

Please sec INDICT Page 10 Cites violations of trust.

accused of Jaundering $60,000 in

4

boyfriend in other indictments.
County Prosecutor Paul M.
DePascale said the indictments
— many from separate
vestigations — are part of a
crackdown on officials who vio-
late the public trust, and said the
indictments reflect a wide-
spread problem among local po-
lice and fire departments. He
added that they underscore the
problem of drugs in public safe-

county funds through a
bank for herself an

The

ty departments.

“There is a real concern for
public safety when the man who
responds to the alarm at your
house is on drugs,” DePascale
said at a press briefing in his of-
fice yesterday afternoon. ‘‘You
obviously can’'t do your job if
your mind is blown on narcotics.

“You have to treat violations
of trust very seriously,” he said.
“It is the representation of the
type of attitude you can’t have.”

Hoboken
freeze

ordered

B -30-%>

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—In the wake of
recent Wall Street jitters, Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti yesterday
ordered a freeze on promotions

and then arresting

in the indict

The aide, An

Calabrese, allegedly

which his son is

-

ficers

cutor

indictment of the the
Hoboken firefighters — Capt.
John Lisa, acting Capt. Ralph
Corrado and Firefighter
Michael Sheehan — had been ex-
pected since April. In separate
incidents, Lisa is accused of sell-
ing small quantities of hashish,
and Corrado of dispensing mari-
juana. Sheehan is charged with
possession of cocaine and is ac-
cused of trying to buy the drug.
DePascale would not com-
ment on to whom the drugs were
being sold, but said the in-
vestigation is continuing. All
three have been suspended, ac-
cording to city fire officials.
Michael Coppinger, the
Hoboken police officer whom
DePascale said tipped off the
firefighters to the investigation,
was suspended yesterday after-
noon without pay, according to
police Chief George Crimmins
Sr.
In the other indictments:
[DJohn Hampton, 48, the assis-

PAUL M. DEPASQUALE

narcotics
charges signal deeper troubles
in local public safety
ments,
Paul M
yesterday

“If the guestion is whether
they are symptoms of a larger
problem,” DePascale said of the
indictments, *‘the answer to that
is pretty clear.”

Some officials in Jersey City,
Hoboken and Union City sup-

rted DePascale’s contention.
‘ew expressed surprise at the
indictments of seven Jocal police
and fire officials announced yes-
terday.

12 officials
are indicted

May be just
the tip of
theiceberg

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
and BRENDAN NOONAN

Staff Writers

The indictments of police of

firefighters on
misconduct

and
u'ld

depart

Hudson County Prose
DePascale said

tant register of deeds and mort-
gages for Hudson County, is ac-
cused of stealing quarters from
a copy machine at the Adminis-
tration Building in Jersey City
every day for five years while
his supervisor was on a break.
DePascale said Hampton, who
earns more than $25000 in his
job, could have made off with as
much as $100,000, but stole at
least $60,000. The supervisor
could not be reached for com-
ment.

[ONicholas Esposito, 35, a Jer-
sey City police officer, is ac-
cused of accepting $100 from a
motorist in exchange for ignor-
ing a traffic violation. De-
Pascale said the motorist, when
solicited for the bribe, told the
officer he would return with the
money in an hour, He returned
with bills marked by the Prose-
cutor’s Office,

“I never said you had to be a
rocket scientist to be a police of-
ficer,”” DePascale said.

Esposito, an eight-year veter-
an, has retained his job for now

" but his weapons have been con-

fiscated, city police officials

said.
[JPaul D. Berman, another 35-

year-old Jersey City police of-

$1.25M cut OK'd
in school budget

Please see REACTION Page 16

ficer, has been suspended since
August after his arrest on co-
caine possession charges. He
was named in an indictment yes-
terday.

(JVincent Fego, 24, and Corrie
Szatkiewicz, 22, off-duty
Bayonne police officers moon-
lighting as security guards at
Robin’s Reef Yacht Club, al-
legedly beat Edward McGuiness
of Brooklyn with 18-inch hard-
plastic clubs after McGuiness
told them to keep away from his
daughter. The officers then also
arrested McGuiness and his
wife, Florence, and accused
them of pimping for the daugh-
ter, according to law enforce-
ment sources. Those charges
are pending. The officers have
not been suspended.

[DJames Ray Sr., 44, the act-
ing deputy director of the Jersey
City Welfare Office, is charged
with possession of cocaine and
heroin. Arrested with him was
his son Ray Jr., 25, and Honorio
Yont, 27. The son is accused in
the indictment of selling the
drugs, which included 3.5 ounces
of pure cocaine. DePascale said
Yont wad a buyer.

DPolice Officer Charles Dom-
browski, 37, of Union City, is ac-

Businesses struggle
to keep up the pace
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By JEFFREY RUBIN

Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—In bathrooms
kitchens and workplaces

throughout the city people were
wondering yesterday where the
water went

It went to Iris Araujo

Araujo, owner of Araujo Tire
and Brake Corp. at 1414 Willow
Ave., got a call from city of
ficials yesterday morning to get
down to her place of business as
S00n as possible. When she ar-
rived, she was greeted by swirl-
Ing torrents of icy water a foot
deep, even deeper puddles of
stagnant, oily water in her ga-
rage, and appalling visions of a
huge repair bill for car lifts and
electronic repair equipment that

cused of assaulting two motor-
ists after their car was involved
in a traffic altercation with the
officer's van. He allegedly beat
Khalad Bedaway and then
pointed his gun at him. When
two Jersey City police officers
responded, he told them to ar-
rest Bedaway and a companion.
Further investigation revealed
the two men had done nothing
wrong. Union City's public safe-
ty director, Bruce D. Walter,
could not be reached for com-
ment.

(OSarah Welborn, 47, an
$11,000-a-year clerk in the coun-
ty Treasurer's Office, is charged
with laundering $60,000 in coun-
ty funds through a phony bank
set up by her boyfriend and then
spending the money to live in an
$1,100-a-month North Brunswick
apartment and make $26,000 in
down payments on three luxury
cars. She was suspended from
her job when she was arrested in
June.

DCalabrese, 52, Cappiello’
campaign aide, is charged with
voting under her married and
maiden names in six elections

had been damaged or destroved
n .\Q\"'!d.x: ! E S valey
main ruplture

The 5 a.m. break, which sent
water streaming reets
for about seven how the
second one to hit J Za
rage this year. The hirst, in Jan
uary did far less da: ge and
was rapialy This
time, however 188 was
a magnet for media rej
atives who w ted to cument
the worst effects of the major
waler main break

“1 feel like erying,” said Arau
jo, whoe has run the business
since her husbard died three
years ago. "'l feel bad for my
customers because we've al

conta

resent

Please see COPING Page 14

evidence was gathered for many
of the indictments using video
and audio recorders. He said he
believes the state has a “solid
case’’ in each of the indictments.
The indictments remained
sealed until yesterday to pre-
vent compromt;‘sei?,g an C‘ig
vestigation into ersey
Police Department that resulted
in three arrests Friday. 5
DePascale said all of those
named in the indictments will be
arraigned tomorrow in Superior

Court.

COPING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ready had 50 calls for service 10-

day
ua v

Others in the garage were
quicker to adapt to the disaster
By 1 pm., they were dancing
with their mops as they began
the long process of drying out
the garage And as PSE&G of
ficials and reporters visited the
garage in a steady succession
Araujo’s daughter Myra light-
heartedly documented the visits
with Polaroid snapshots

“I was thinking if it was nicer
weather, [ would have put on a
bathing suit and gone swimming
outside,” she said

Throughout the city, people
and businesses struggled to
maintain a similar business-as-
usual attitude about the break
In some cases, that struggle was
unsuccessful, partiuclarly
among some of the larger fac
tories which were shut down
during the crisis

At General Foods’ Maxwell
House coffee plant on River
Drive, production came to a
standstill for eight to 12 hours.
According to plant manager
Frank Meegan, 400 laborers did
little more than clean up their
posts during that time. The loss
of production cost the plant
$100,000 to $150,000, Meegan
said. He added that the coffee
plant was expected to pick up
production last night.

St. Mary Hospital had water
for bathing and drinking, but not
for making steam to sterilize
surgical instruments. According |
lo spokesman Ed Capparucci,
the hospital was able to rely on
reserve supplies of sterile in-
struments yesterday. However,
all but critical surgeries were

postponed during the water
crisis.

_ At schools, meanwhil -
tion officials were ableet'oegsg?d
cancellation of classes, a situ-
ation which delighted them but
disappointed students who had

hoped for a
school day. n early end to the

"We”were hoping it was can-
celed,” said Clara Rios, 17, a
senior at Hoboken High School.

dating back to 1984. She faces 18
months in jail on each charge,
and DePascale said the in-
vestigation is continuing.

The prosecutor said that

$1.25M cut OK'd
in school budget

Continued from Page 1

to close a school during the

current fiscal year.

$1 million apart, with tire coun-
cil refusing to accept less than

a $2 million cut.

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken City Council
and the Board of Education

have approved a $1.25 million
cut settlement of the disputed
school budget, ending a five-
month battle..

The board and council, in

and state Education Commis-
sioner Saul Cooperman. Offi-
cials said final approval is ex-
pected within 45 days.

The cuts to this year’s
school budget will be reflected
in the 1988-1989 fiscal year, ac-
cording to City Business Ad-
ministrator Ed Chius, but just

“We are caught between a
rock and a hard place,” Curko
said. “The city says our budget
is too big and will hurt taxpay-
ers and the state’s Level 3 re-
port says we have to implement
changes.” Curko said the sys-
tem will have to spend money
to follow recommendations in

in the Police and Fire depart-
ments.

The heads of the two depart-
ments, however, said the im-
mediate effect of Vezzetti's ac-
tion would be minimal.

Police Chief George Crimmins
Sr. said he was not aware of any
scheduled promotions in near
future. Fire Chief James Houn
said the next scheduled promo
tion is not until Feb. 1 of next
year, when two deputy fire
chiefs are expected to retire.

Both officials said they ex-
pected the freeze to be lifted by
then.

In a letter to the City Council
declaring the freeze, Vezzetti
cited ongoing arbitration be-
tween the city and various un
ions of the two departments over
a new contract. He also listed
the “volatile effects on Wall
Street.”’

“I have instructed the director
of the department of law to re
frain from approving any pro
motions until the affects of arbi
tration and the volatile effects
on Wall Street are analyzed,”
the letter states.

The action follows resolutions

by the City Council last
week which relax Tables of Or-
ganization for the two depart-
ments. The tables require cer-
tain upper-level staff reductions
in the two departments; the
council decided to allow the re
ductions to be fulfilled by volun
tary retirements instead of by
demotions.

!

separate closed door meetings,
ratified the agreement late
Monday. The action will likely
end a budget dispute which be-
gan last May when the council
mandated that the board trim
its $26 million 1987-1988 spend-
ing plan by $3 million, officials
said.

The agreement was
reached in Newark Friday af-
ter three days of intensive ne-
gotiations before state Admin-
istrative Law Judge Ward
Young.

The settlement is still
pending approval by Young

how is unclear.

The council had recom-
mended that the board reduce
its budget by reducing staff and
closing two schools. The board
argued the increase was neces-
sary to offest the loss of state
funding.

Anthony
business administrator, said he
will meet with School Superin-
tendent Walter Fine this week
to develop a plan to implement
the cuts. He said it was “unlike-
ly"” that the board would agree

Curko, school

See $1.25M — Page 26.

the report.

The school system has
failed to attain state certifica-
tion the past three years and is
under Level 3 monitoring by

the state.

Concerning the budget set-
tlement, Curko said, “We are
pleased with the outcome We
would not have been able to
continue the school year with

the entire $3 million cut.”

The agreement is seen as a
small victory for the school
board which was deadlocked in
earlier negotiations with the

City Council.

Both sides were reportedly

“l was surprised by the
compromise,” said City Council
President Pat Pasculli. “How-
ever, on the advice of (Law Di-
rector) William Graves, we de-
cided it would have been too
much of a gamble not to accept.

Graves, the governing
body’'s chief negotiator, said
his side had few options; agree
to the settlement or risk all the
cuts during the lengthy state
appeal process.

“Had the council not ac-
cepted the settlement, we'd
likely be in the next fiscal year
before resolving this budget.”
Graves said.

City voters rejected the
board's budget by a 3-to-1 mar-
gin last April, promting the
council to make the cuts. The
budget would have increased
the amount to be raised
through local taxes from $9 mil-
lion to $12 million for the cur-
rent fiscal vear

|

“It’s not fair.”

REACTION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In Jersey City, Mayor An-
thony R. Cucci called the news
“disheartening,” but said it
strengthened the case for an out-
side review of the Police Depart-
ment. Cucci has hired Patrick V.
Murphy, a former New York
City police commissioner, to
conduct such a review, over the
objections of some city officials.

Hobhoken City Councilwoman
Helen Cunning said she would
consider supporting a move to
bring in an outside consultant as
Jersey City did. _

“] have no problem with
bringing someone in from out-
side to investigate,” Cunning
said. “I think our departments
could use a little help.”

Cucci said that without
changes, public confidence in
the police will be eroded and
good police officers will feel
“like they're on the wrong
ballteam.”

Police Director Walter
Adams, reached at a police con-
vention in Toronto, said the
cases of Officers Nicholas
Esposito and Paul Berman are
well known, adding that Berman
had been suspended following
his arrest in August on charges
of cocaine possession. Esposito,

charged with trying to extort

rtments were fortunate to
find that only four officials were
charged. .
“First of all, they are not guil-
ty until proven so,” Vezzetti
said. “‘Beyond that, I think that
it is a very, very low number in
today’s promiscuous world.”
Hoboken officials facing 10
year prison sentences on various
charges filed yesterday are: fire
Capt. John Lisa, a 15-year de
partment veteran charged with
possession and distribution of
marijuana; acting fire Capt.
Ralph Corrado, a six-year fire-
fighter charged with possession
and distribution of hashish:
Firefighter Mark Sheehan, a
two-year veteran charged with

ion of cocaine; and po-
Miw Michael Coppinger,
charged with official miscon-

duct.
Fire Chief James Houn said

none of the Fire Department
employees had previous records
for drug-related offenses, and
said none had entered the de-
partment’s drug-abuse treat-
ment program, run by the Jer-

City Fire Department.
'P%ty Police Chief George
Crimmins Sr. said he had no
comment on the indictments or
any ongoing investigations.

In Union City, police told a re-
that the assault and

wea) charges against Po-
liced Office Charles M. Dom-

$100 from a motorist in ex-
change for ignoring a traffic vio-
lation, was not suspended as of

| last night. !
browski were trumped up.

| Chief of Patrol Raymond V. gevera] officers, whop spoke

Blasczak said Esposito had been only on the condition that they

not be identified, said the law
made it too easy to file assault
charges against police.

Public Safety Commissioner
Bruce D. Walter said Dom
browski was charged in an off-
duty incident in Jersey City in-
volving alleged misuse of his .
firearm.

the object of investigations
before, but declined to
elaborate. But he said top police
officials were “‘shocked” at the
charges against Berman, a
bugler who performed at many
police cermonies.

In Hoboken, Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti said the Fire and Police

T —

4 cops, 3 tiremen freed after arraignment

By Raul Vicente Jr.
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Four policeman and three fire-
fighters were released yesterday on
their own recognizance after arraign-
ment in Superior Court on charges
they violated the public trust. The
charges stem from two separate cases
in Hoboken and Bayonne.

Two other suspects, who ap-
peared and were charged before Su-
perior Court Judge Maurice Walsh,
are being held in bail and two others
were carried over and given new ar-
raignment dates pending finalization
of paperwork required by the courts.
A warrant was issued for another sus-
pect already in the Manhattan Corree
tional Facility in New York.

A total of 12 Hudson County resi-
ts, mostly police, firemen and pub-
lic officials, were to appear yesterday
aﬂe‘r sealed grand jury indictments
against them were released Tuesday
by Hudson County Prosecutor Paul
DePascale. The indictments were all

unrelated.

A(jtmg Captain Ralph Corrado.
Captain John Lisa and Mark Sheehan.
all Hoboken firemen, were each re-
leased on a $10,000 recognizance
bond. Corrado was charged with pos-
session and distribution of hashish.
Lisa was charged with possession and
distribution of marijuana, and Shee-
han was charged with possession of
cocaine and attempting to buy the

drug.

Hoboken policeman Michael Cop-
pinger, 30, was released on a $10,000
recognizance bond and charged with
official misconduct. Coppinger alleg-
edly tipped off firefighters to the pros-
ecutors’ investigation.

In an unrelated case, Bayonne po-
licemen Corrie Szatkiewicz, 22,
Charles Dombrowski, 37, and Vincent
Fego, 24, were also released on
$10,000 recognizance bonds.
kiewicz and Fego are each charged
with aggravated assault, official mis-
conduct, unlawfull possession of a
weapon and conspiracy to commit of-
ficial misconduct.
charged with aggravated assault, pos-
session of a weapon for unlawfull pur-
poses and official misconduct.

Szat-

Dombrowski is

week.

Paul D. Berman, 35. a Jersey City
policeman charged with possession of
cocaine and official misconduct, was
ordered held on $10,000 bond or $1,000
cash bail in a separate case.

In yet another of the cases, James
Ray Jr., son of the former acting depu-
ty director of the Jersey City Welfare
office, was ordered held on $3,300 bail
on charges of possession of cocaine
and possession with the intent to dis-
tribute cocaine.

Former acting deputy welfare di-
rector James Ray Sr. was charged
falong with his son with possession of
3.5 ounces of pure cocaine. Ray's ar-
raignment was carried over for one

Nicholas Anthony Esposito, 35, a

Jersey City cop, was charged with at-
tempting to extort $100 from a motor-
ist, also in a separate case. Esposito
was not arraigned yesterday because
his papgrwork had not bee“
completed.

Honorio Yont, 27, who was picked
up by Jersey City police in a raid at
Ray's home, was described by the
prosecutor as a buyer. He was not
present at his arraignment yesterday
because he is being held at the Man.
hattan Correctional Facility jp New
York. However, Walsh ordered a war.
rant for his arrest to insure his refurn
to Jersey City if he is released. Yont
was already out on bail from 3 n{unici-
pal arraignment held just after ‘kis
arrest.




WILLOW AVENUE

Hoboken under water

Pipe rupture leaves
many residents dry
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By JEFFREY RUBIN
Staff v

HOBOKEN —An early-morn
ing wats break here left
virtuall e ( resiaents
and man businesses with
h“ll' o1 several
hours vyes \ officials
conducte ( arch for
the valve t« ) 1ter ofl

The break at Willow Avenue
and 14th Stre h occurred
at 5 a.m i a n ons ol
gallons of the shut-
off valve wa { at noon, is
the fourth here since July 1986
and the third ce January on
Willow Avenue between 14th and
16th streets

Like the previous bursts, yes-
terday’s flooded local estab-
lishments and tied up traffic
from the Lincoin Tunnel in
Weehawken and the Holland
Tunnel in Jersey City. Even af-
ter the break was isolated, the
pipe shut down, and water pres-

Jimmy Araujo tries to sweep away some of the water th

Sure restored to mast of the city
police continued to direct traffic
away from the broken asphalt
on Willow Avenue. A police
spokesman said yesterday that
rerouting was expected to con
tinue throughout the night

Unlike the previous pip
breaks, however, yesterday’s ir
cident confounded officials at
the Public Works and Water de
partments for hours, prolonging
a situation that saw the city
waste as much icy water as its
denizens actually used vester
day morning

‘According to Roy Haack, the
director of public works, inac-
curate maps of the city’s under-
gound water system was one of
several obstacles his 20-man
work crew confronted as it
scoured roads from 11th to 16th
streets, and from Willow Avenue
to the edge of the Hudson River,
looking for the source of the

Please see BREAK Page 14

4 €Ak

Bowu

at flooded the Araujo Tire and Brake Corp. on

Willow Avenue in Hoboken after a nearby water main break as P.J. Lopez moves some equipment to
drier quarters. The water there filled a 9-foot compartment in the floor in which mechanics stand to do

repairs under cars.

BREAK
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DON MCCOY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

Vick Lucatorto, kneeling, and two other Hoboken workers, attempt to shut off water gushing from a
burst main at 14th Street and Willow Avenue yesterday.

~
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gushing water.

“We're trying to shut the
gates down and isolate this
thing,”” said Haack, who was
called in to handle the emer-
gency only minutes after the
break apparently occurred.

The search went on so long
that the city, which normally
| draws 9 million gallons of water
from a Morris County reservoir,
went through 18 million gallons,
according to Tom Neilan, water
director for neighboring Jersey
City. Water pressure dropped by
more than 33 percent, leaving
residents of some highrises dry.

According to a Fire Depart-
ment spokesman, several trucks
carrying 500-gallon water re-
serves patrolled the city during
the crisis, keeping the city pre-
pared in the event of a fire.

Also, school officials held
meetings to decide whether or
not to close the schools in the af-
ternoon. Although the schools
remained open, Mayor Thomas
F. Vezzetti declared a state of
emergency, calling upon resi-

dents and officials to cooperate
during the crisis.

Haack, who joined the search
for the valve and looked on as
his men popped a succession of
manhole covers, said the work-
ers also stumbled across a half-
dozen inoperative water valves
and water gates designed to
stem or reroute the flow of water
during such emergencies. He
said he does not know how the
damage occurred, but ruled out
vandalism.

‘The appropriate shut-off valve

finally was located at 13th Street

and Bloomfield Avenue. Shortly

after the flow of water to the 14th

Street break was halted, work-

ers from the Department of Pub-
lic Works moved in to excavate
the gutter and get to the rup-
tured pipe. Haack said he is not
yet certain which of three mains
ruptured — a 30-inch main, a 16-
inch main, or an 8-inch one. He
also did not know how long re-

pairs would take.

As the rupture was isolated
and later excavated, wor'k crews
drew an occasional audience of

residents and workers from
some of the nearby industrial
plants, which were shut down
throughout the seven-hour
crisis.

“We’re shut down until we get
water,” said an employee from
the Maxwell House coffee plant
on River Drive.

In many respects, yesterday’s
incident was a re-enactment of a
Jan. 7 water main break a block
north of the most recent rupture.
A week later, a second, less seri-
ous burst at nearly the same lo-
cation created traffic dis-
turbances, although no water
service was disrupted.

During the past several years,
Hudson County has cited this
city for wasting hundreds of
thousands of dollas in water rev-
enues a year, partly because of
frequent leaks. There have been
dozens of breaks, both major in
minor, throughout the city dur-
ing the past decade, contribut-
ing to the city’s high expen-
ditures on water and water-
main repairs.

Water rushes along Clinton and 14th streets in Hoboken after a water main break yecterdey on nearby
Willow Avenue.

DON MCCOY THE NUDSON DISPATCH

On a midnight
dark and dreary

Continued from Page |
to get to the “cave,” where an
endless spring offered crystal-
pure drinking water.

Some even believed the
water held medicinal proper-
ties, and crowds would gather
daily for a taste of its magic

More than 150 years later,
there are no crowds. .. there is
no crystal spring . .. there isn't
even any cave. Just cliffs dotted
with empty soda cans, the usual

flour and eggs of mischief

night, and the Maxwell House
Coffee plant a little down the
road.

But ifthe maps were right, 1
was standing right where the
cave once was ... and right
where Mary was beaten, stran-
gled with a piece of lace from
her undergarment, bound and
dragged a few yards into the
Hudson River on July 25, i841.

The mysterious slaying of

this 19-year-old femme fatal
has inspired much conjecture
by histerians and crime buffs.

Most notedly, this Hoboken
horror tale served as the inspi-
ration for Edgar Allan Poe’s

short story, “The Mystery of

Marie Roget.”

As a tractor trailor zoomed
by the *“cave,” stirring up a
cloud of dirt, my eyes traced a
path from the cliff over to the
water’s edge and 1 imagined 1
had been there when it hap-
pened.

Who killed Mary Rogers?

Was it her lover Daniel

>ayne?

Was it the naval officer she
once eloped with, who then jilt-
ed her at the last minute?

Was it the wealthy tobacco
store owner who employed
Mary as a counter girl, a man
who used Mary's good looks to
attract business?

Was it her mother, infuriat-
ed to learn of Mary's abortion?

Or, could it conceivably
have been Edgar Allan Poe
himself, as some have
theorized?

Mary, the daughter of a
widow who ran a Manhattan
boarding house on Nassau
Street, told her mother she was
going to visit an aunt one
Sunday.

Her fiancee, Payne, would
escort her back home safely,
she assured her mom.

Because of a violent thun-

derstorm, Payne never kept his
appointment to pick Mary up.

Several days went by with
no sign of the young woman . . .
until the following Wednesday.

Several fishermen discov-
ered a woman’'s body floating
off Hoboken. her face battered.
She had been choked by a
piece of lace from her under-
wear, her wrists revealed cord
burns, her clothing was ripped,
her dress tied about her waist
like a sling so that the body
could be dragged. Evidence
also suggested she had been
raped.

Her mother made a hasty
identification of the body and
quickly arranged for burial to
avoid a scandal.

But a young and rumor-
hungry press learned of the
murder and triggered a mas-
sive — though clumsy — police
investigation.

The immediate suspect was
Payne, but he provided several
verified alibis and was re-
leased.

Strangely enough, howev-
er, the dead girl’s fiancee com-
mitted suicide by taking poi-
son. A note he left behind
declared his love for Mary and
his unwillingness to go on with-
out her.

An innkeeper from Hobo-
ken told police she saw a dark-
colored gentleman and a young
lady at her place that night.
They had some refreshments,
left and entered the woods at
Elysian Fields .

A short time later, accord-
ing to the innkeeper, a group of
troublemakers came to the inn
for drinks, then left without
paying their bill. She saw them
enter the woods by the same
path.

A little later, she said she
heard a scream.

Several months after the
murder, some children playing
near the fields found Mary's
parasol, her initialed handker-
chief and white petticoat near
Sybil's Cave.

Broken bushes and foot-
prints suggested a struggle. Po-
lice also found a trail in the
dirt leading to the river, indi-
cating the body probably was
dragged along that path from
the cave.

Police concluded that a
group of thugs abducted Rog-
ers. But there was never any
definitive proof in the case,
and it has remained open-
ended.

Poe, in his short story, con-
cluded that the naval officer
Mary once planned on marry-
ing was the killer.

Raymond Paul, author of
the book “Who Murdered Mary
Rogers?” concluded it was
Payne. His theory was that
Payne arranged for Mary to
have an abortion, and was then
summarily dumped by his lover
upon her return. The result: a
heat-of-the-moment argument
that led to murder.

Author Irving Wallace, in
his book “The Fabul us Origi-
nals,” suspected Mary's moth-
er. He theorized that Mrs. R g-
ers employed Mary “for the
pleasure of her guests™ at the
boarding house, and that she
insisted on the fatal abortion.

Some have speculated that
the corpse found floating down
the river wasn't even Mary at
all ...

So then who did it? Who
killed Mary Rogers?

The egg yoke was harden-
ing on my windshield...an NJ
Transit bus beeped at me for
standing where there was no
sidewalk ... a traffic helicop-
ter whirled its way toward the
West Side Highway ... it was
1987 ... it was getting late ...
much too late to be looking for
any clues.

JOHN PETRICK

REPORTER’S
JOURNAL
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Photo by Wally Henmig

Does the solution to the mysterious murder of Mary
Rogers lurk in the shadows of Sybil's Cave in Hoboken. . .
or does her restless spirit find shelter in its depths?

O idnight
dark and dr K2

It was Halloween eve and 1 stood at the legendary
murder scene the wind howled through the trees atop
the Hoboken cliffs . . . the sky was a foreboding gray . . . egg
yoke dripped down my windshield

I scanned the awesome Palisades leading down to
Sybil's Cave, where it all happened one dismal night in
1841. From a distance ] heard some rustling, some jingling,
a bit of haunting laughter. Could it be the Ghost of Mary
Rogers?

A daring walk around the bend of Frank Sinatra Drive
revealed no apparitions. Just four Steven's Tech co-eds
getting their pictures taken against the eliffs, their hair
dyed purple and standing on end in punk-rock tradition.
Halloween costumes, 1 guess.

Then again, maybe not.

The styles and sites have changed since pretty Mary
Rogers’ beaten, blackened, disfigured corpse was dragged
from this picturesque nook tucked away on the waterfront
below Castle Point.

In Mary's day, people would line up along the cliffside

See ON A MIDNIGHT — Page 6.
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Bayonne

Two Bayonne police ofl
cers have been indicted !
charges they assaulted a 49

yvear-old man who prevetl ted
them from picking up hi
daughter at a bar

Officers Vincent Fego and

Corrie Szatkiewicz have been
charged with conspiracy to
commit official misconduct
three counts of official miscon
duct, four counts of aggravated
assault and two counts of un
lawful possession and use of a
weapon

Neither officer, however
will be suspended from the
foree, said Public Safety Direc
tor Joseph M. Pelliccio

The incident occurred on
Aug. 16, according to Hudson
County Prosecutor Paul DePas
cale, when the officers were
working off-duty as bouncers at
Robin's Reef Yacht Club in
Bayonne

The officers allegedly as
saulted Edward McGuinness
and his wife Florence, both of
Brooklyn, with hard rubber
sticks known as blackjacks

According to officials,
McGuinness's daughter went

t
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Hoboken

A Hoboken police officer
nd three firefighters were in
| charges relating to

Police '”lnul\]n’nuf‘np
Pinge was charged with offi
conduct charges for al

legedly passing along

confidential police informa

tion in July to a person be
lieved to be connected to co
caine trafficking in Hoboken

The officer allegedly pro
vided the license plate number

ed by an undercover police

vehicle conducting surveil
lance on the suspect, according
to Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale

Coppinger, 30, faces a max-
imum jail term of 10 vears if
convicted

Acting Fire Captain Ralph
Corrado was charged with pos-
session and distribution of
hashish; Firefighter Mark
Sheehan was charged with pos-
session and distribution of
marijuana; and Captain John
Lisa was charged with poses-
sion and attempted possession
of eocaine. Each charge carries
a five-year maximum sentence.

e public be protected
e public’s protectors?

Indictments
stun officials
in 2 cities

By Bill Campbell

Cops, firemen indicted Jersey

Stories by John Petrick with James Kopchains and Maureen Nolan

The public confidence in the ability of law enforcement has
to be upheld

With those words. Hudson County Prosecutor Paul M. DePas
cale yesterday revealed the indictments of public safety officers
in Bayonne, Hoboken, Jersey City and Union City on an assort
ment of charges including drug possession, aggravated assault
and official misconduct

The indictments. which DePascale said were all in unrelated
cases, were handed up by the Hudson County Grand Jury last
Wednesday but sealed until yesterday

e Two Bayonne police officers were indicted on charges they
assaulted a 49-vear-old man who prevented them from picking up
his daughter at a bar

e A Hoboken police officer was indicted on official miscon-
duct charges after he allegedly warned other individuals that the
police were about to discover narcotics activity

e Three Hoboken firemen were indicted on drug charges in
an unrelated case

Hobeken and Jersey City officials react — Page 19.

e A Jersey City police officer was charged with possession of
cocaine and official misconduct stemming from his arrest on
those charges Aug. 28

e Another Jersey City police officer was indicted after alleg-
edly soliciting $100 from a motorist in return for not issuing him a
moving violation summons.

e A Union City police officer was charged with aggravated
assault, possession of a weapon for unlawful purposes and
official misconduct after he allegedly attacked a van driver while
off-duty in Jersey City,

See 11 COPS AND FIREFIGHTERS — Page 22,
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A Jersey City police offi

cers was indicted on drug and
official misconduct charges
and another was indicted on
extortion and official miscon
duct charges

Officer Paul D. Berman, 35
was charged with possession of
cocaine and official miscon
duct stemming from his arrest
on those charges Aug. 28

The grand jury charged the
officer with official misconduct
because he allegedly failed to
report or investigate violations
of narcotics laws

In a separate indictment,
Officer Nicholas Anthony
Esposito, 35, was charged with
allegedly soliciting $100 from a
motorist in return for not issu
ing him a moving violation
summons

The officer allegedly
pulled the motorist over near
the Holland Tunnel on May 22
telling the driver he would not
issue a summons if he were
paid.

The motorist, according to
DePascale, then told the offi-
cer he would think about it and
get back to him.

See JERSEY CITY — Page 22,

Union City

Union City Police Officer
Charles Dumbrowski was in-
dicted on charges of aggravat-
ed assault, possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes
and two counts of official mis
conduct after he allegedly at-
tacked another driver in Jersey
City

T'he charges stem from a
motor vehicle incident at Jour-
nal Square in Jersey City on
June 14 Dumbrowski, while
off-duty, was reportedly driv-
ing a van when he was cut off by
motorist Khalad Bedaway

As Bedaway tried to park,
the defendant allegedly got out
of the van and attacked him
and Adel Mahmoud, a passen-
ger. The officer also allegedly
pulled his gun on the victims.

Jersey City police arrived
on the scene, and Dumbrowski
filed disorderly persons
charges against the two men.

“He (Dumbrowski) was
clearly the aggressor,” DePas-
cale said.

If convicted, the officer
faces a maximum 10-year jail
term for aggravated assault,
five years on the weapons
charge and 10 years for each
count of official misconduct.

See BAYONNE — Page 22.
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By Bill Campbell

Hoboken Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti yesterday signed into
law the City Council’s amend-
ments to the tables of organiza-
tion for the Police and Fire
departments, ending nearly a
week of speculation that he
would veto the measures.

Upon signing the ordi-
nances, Vezzetti announced
the city will institute a freeze
on all promotions within the

See HOBOKEN — Page 22.

OKs police, fire staffing

and contractural uncertainties
are resolved.

The controversial tables of
organization were approved
last November as a means of
warding off a budget shortfall
in the 1986 fiscal year and re-
ducing the ratio of officers to
superiors in both departments.

were scheduled to take effect
Jan. 1, 1988, set limits on the
number of personnel by rank in
the departments. The mea-
sures were strongly opposed by
Police and Fire personnel who
claimed the freeze on promo-
tions would damage moral.
The amendments were pro-

cil’'s subcommittee on public
safety, which concluded that a
sufficient reduction has oc-
cured this year through
attrition.

The council last Wednes-
day approved amendments to
the ordinances which would
promote two fire captians to

Veto by mayor had been feared

raise the ceiling on the mini-
mum number of police cap-
tains and sergeants

As recently as Wednesday,
Vezzetti said he was undecided
about whether he would veto
the legislation which raises the
number of ranking officers in
the departments. His top aid,

this week the odds were 50-50
that the mayor would sign the
law.

Administration officials
wanted to hold off any amend-
ments to the measures until
after all police union negotia-
tions have concluded.

“We wanted to see what the
financial ramifications of the
new contracts will be before
making any changes,” said
Business Administrator Edwin

departments until financial The ordinances,

dampens

By Dominick Calicchio

P.J. Lopez of Hoboken
couldn’t believe his eyes yes-
terday as he stepped across six
rusty tire rims leading from the
middle of Willow Avenue to the
sidewalk.

“It’s like ‘The Bridge Over
the River Kwai',” he said,
jumping to avoid the water
rushing below his feet.

Lopez was on his way to
join some friends at Araujo
Tires & Brakes Inc., 1414 Wil-
low Ave., who were left strand-
ed when a water main erupted
at 5:30 a.m., less than half a
block away.

Roy Haack, the city’s direc-
tor of Public Works, said a 30-
inch transmission main broke
at the base of the 14th Street
Viaduct. Workers finally found
the valve connected to the
main at noon, he said, but by
then six hours had elapsed and
“millions of gallons” had
flowed through the streets.

The break affected homes
and businesses in a seven-
block radius, Haack said, and
forced shutdowns at the Max-
well House coffee plant, Stahl
Soap Corp., United States Test
ing Co. and American Coffee
Systems Inc.

Traffic was also severely
affected. The thousands of cars
that stream down the viaduct
each day from Jersey City
Heights and Union City had al-
ready been hindered since the
summer by viaduct construc-
tion. The road was cut to one
lane each way instead of two

Yesterday cars headed for
the Lincoln Tunnel were de
toured by traffic cops stationed
at Willow and Park avenues
Holland Tunnel police said it
was difficult to discern any no
ticeable difference in the
amount of cars approaching
the tunnel this morning.

“The access roads through
Hoboken may have been bad
but once they got here it was a
normal rush hour for us,” said
an officer.

Many smaller businesses
like Araujo, however, were
forced to close.

“1 feel I could cry.” said
owner Iris Araujo “I got about
50 calls from customers today. I
lost a lot of money The pit for

the wheel alignment is full of
water.”
Small signs in the dark-

ened front and side windows of

the Bloomfield Launderette at
10th and Bloomfield streets
simply read, “No Water.’

At the Harbor. a drug and
alcohol rehabilitation ceater
on Clinton Avenue, Henrietta
Grover, the director of nursing,
was concerned there wouldn't
be enough water to perform
medical tests. Workers there
spent much of the morning fill

which

ing buckets with water to be
used to flush toilets.

“These pipes here, every
time you turn around they're
breaking,” said Grover.

Haack said Hoboken's “an-
cient” water system is to blame
for the break. Most pipes in the
system are from 80 to 100 years
old, he said. City officials have
estimated it would cost tens of
millions of dollars to make ade-
(';\HH(‘ I'(‘pilll’.\.

Water levels were restored
to full pressure last evening

posed last month by the coun- the rank of deputy chief and

»

Hoboken water main break:
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Laurie Fabiano, said earlier

Vezzeth approves
cop, fire staffing

Continued from Page |
Chius, the city’s
negotiator.

A mayoral decision to veto
the ordinances would likely
have created a major rift be-
tween the council and Vezzetti.
Several councilmen said they
had the six votes necessary to
override the veto.

After signing the measures
Vezzetti said he had no com-
ment about reports his deci-
sion was based on intensive
lobbying efforts by public safe-
ty employees.

Vezzetti said he decided to
sign the ordinances on the ad-
vice of Chius and Law and Pub-
lic Safety Director William
Graves.

chief

“These ordinances leave
the moves at the discretion of
Bill Graves,” he said.

Vezzetti, in a statement to
the City Council, said he had
“reservations”’ about signing
the measures, but stressed
there was no mandate to actu-
ally promote personnel. He
said no moves would be made
until the effects of contract ar-
bitration and the “volatile cri-
sis’”’ on Wall Street are
analyzed.

Chius said he favors reduc-
tion in rank in the departments
through attrition rather than
demotion.

He said the tables had ac-
complished their goal of reduc-
tion in rank in both depart-

ments and believes demoting

See VEZZETTI — Page 20.

}espite rumors of a wide
pread prosecutor's investiga
n of the Hoboken Police and
Fire departments, local offi-
als said they were surprised
vith the indictments of four
public safety officials
In Jersey City, where two
police officers were indicted
on unrelated charges, one was
uspended and one remaine d
m aduty
Hoboken Police Officer Mi
hael Coppinger, Fire Captain
John Lisa, Acting Fire Captain
Ralph Corrado and Firefighter
Mark Sheehan were indicted
n drug and misconduct
charges
Jersey City Police Officer
Paul Berman was indicted on
possession of cocaine and offi-
cial misconduct charges. Po
lice Officer Nicholas Esposito
was indicted on a charge of
soliciting $100 from a motorist
in return for not issuing him a
moving violation

“Anvtime a law enforce-
ment officer is indicted it's a
surprise,” said Hoboken Public
Safety Director William
Graves. He said the men have
been suspended without pay
pending the outcome

City officials became
aware of the investigation last
month after a source in the
prosecutor’s office said a ‘“‘ma-
jor sweep” of the police and
fire departments was under-
way. According to the source,
as many as 15 indictments were
forthcoming as a result of an
ongoing investigation that also
involved the FBL

Graves said he did not
know if more indictments were
pending or if they were related
to the much rumored probe. “1
don’t know anymore than any-
one else. 1 just received a
phone call but no formal notifi-
cation,” he said

Police Chief George Crim-
mins said he could not com-
ment on the indictments and
referred questions to the pros-
ecutor's office. He said Cop-
pinger was suspended at 12:40
p.m. when the papers were
served.

Fire ChiefJames Houn was
unavailable to comment, but
last month said he had “suspi-
cions” of drug use on the force.
Another fire official said the
department would not com-
ment on the indictments.

Jersey City Chief of Patrol
Raymond Blasczak said, “This
comes as a shock, and we
grieve. It's bad news for any
law enforcement agency.”

“There is no necessity to
make any promotions,” Vez-

zetti said.

Bayonne

Continued from Page 1

up to the bar for a drink when
the off-duty officers made ad-
vances toward her.

McGuinness then reported-
ly instructed his daughter to
keep away from the defen-
dants, at which time they alleg-
edly assaulted him.

To cover up the incident,
the officers are accused of
falsely arresting McGuinness
on charges of simple assault
and resisting arrest, both disor-
derly persons offenses adjudi-
cated on a municipal level.

The defendants also alleg
edly filed a false report justify-
ing their actions.

According to a high-rank-
ing source, the officers claimed
that McGuinness was pimping
forthe young woman.

DePascale said the
McGuinness was “severely
kicked and beaten.” Officials
could not confirm the extent of
his injuries.

The investigation was
launched after the victims
went to the prosecutor’s office
with their story.

Fego, 24, is a resident of
Bayonne. Szatkiewicz, 22, lives
in Branchville.

If convicted, the two offi-
cers face maximum jail terms
of 10 years for each count of
official misconduct; five years
for each count of conspiracy;
five years for each weapons

‘11 cops and firefighters indicted

Continued from Page 1

Though the incidents were unrelated, DePascale said the
drug charges all seemed “symptomatic of a larger problem.

“There is a real concern for public safety here,” he said.

“When you have a man who is charged with saving lives and
has the right and obligation to carry firearms, and you combine
that with substance abuse, it's an extremely dangerous situtaion
to the public,” De Pascale said.

“Your judgment has to be sharp. You have to make split-
second decisions. You obviously can't do that if your mind is

blown on narcotics.”

The indictments had been sealed, he said, so that news of the
charges would not interfere with the arrest of three Jersey City
narcotics squad officers on Thursday.

“This is not an attempt to headhunt police officers,” DePas-
cale said. “We are not focusing on police as opposed to any other

aspect of the public trust.”

police officers would be “hu-
miliating” to the men,

ist reportedly made the pay-
ment under police surveil-
lance, according to DePascale.

“In a case like this, you
have to react quickly to what'’s
happening on the street. The
victim simply came to us.”

Hc noted that officers need
not issue summonses for motor
vehicle violations on the spot
but can wait up to 48 hours
after the incident.

The motorist was “an aver-
age citizen” who had no con-
nection with the prosecutor’s
office, DePascale said.

Esposito has been charged
with official misconduct and

charge; and 10 years for each
count of aggravated assault.

Pellicein caid the officers,
both of whom became members
of the department on Aug. 26,
1985, will be reljeved of patrol
duty and placed in “non-sensi-
tive positions” at police
headquarters.

William Dautrick, presi-
dent of the Bayonne Police Be-
nevolent Association, said the
men must hire their own attor-
neys because the union only
provides representation when
departmental charges are
made against its members.

The city will have to foot
the legal bill if the officers are
acquitted; if they are found
guilty, however, Fego and Szat-
kiewicz will have to pay their
lawyers, he said

Police Chief James F. Sisk,
said. “We have been aware of
their (the Hudson County Pros-

theft by extortion, and could
face a maximum 20-year prison
term if convicted.

Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

Despite the suspicion that
some of the drug activity was
conducted while on duty, De-
Pascale said official miécon-
duct charges were not levelled
against the firefighters pe-
cause the amount of drugs was
small and the defendants’ offi‘-
cial duties were not used to
perpetrate the crime,

DePascale would
whom the firefighters gj)lt(?sgzie}(lj'l()‘
sold the drugs. .

All of the suspec i
served summonses to gsp:é];,t,)g
court l0m0rr0w f()
arraignment. d

ecutor’s Office’s) investigation
and have conducted our own
internal affairs investigation,”
he said. “We have cooperated
with the the prosecutor’s office
on this.”

Sisk said it is important for
thc_ public to be aware that the
officers “are presumed inno-
cent at this point in time.

“These are allegations,
charges in the indictment,” he
said. “They have not been con-
victed of anything.”

Jersey City

Continued from Page 1

He then went to prosecu-
tor's office and told investiga-
tors what happened. The inves-
tigators sent him back to the
officer with money to make the
payment while they observed it
all from a distance. The motor-
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At issue is the awading of
several pruimwunul service
contracts for sludge removal at
the municipal sewage tro_a‘t-
ment plant and the council’s
hiring of Frederick Woeckener
to investigate the pacts.

Woeckener is a former Vez-
zetti administration law direc-
tor who resigned, in part, over
policy differences with the
mayor and his staff. He told the
council his new assigned wou.ld
not entail procecuting adminis-
traton officials, but Vezzetti al-
lies are skeptical

“Hiring a special attorney
is nothing but a witch hunt,”
said Councilman Joe Della

said

Fave, the administrations
most vocal supporter the
council. “This is nothing but a
factional issue and it will turn
into a kangaroo court

The administration i1s up
set at the council’s need to hire
an attorney and the selection of
Woeckener. Top administra
tion officials like mayoral as
sistant Laurie Fabiano see the
hiring as politically motivated
while Vezzetti said he will re
fuse to sign paychecks

Woeckener will be paid
$125 an hour by the council to
investigate contracts “our own
administration showed inept
ness over by not looking into,’
Ranieri said

However, Law Director
William Graves said that de
spite some “sloppy bookkeep
ing” on two contracts and an
techineal error on another. He
said he has conferred with
state officials on one contract
and is baffled by Ranieris
alligations

“These are all valid con
tracts and 1 assume that Fred
Woeckerner will come to the
conclusion that I have. It's just
too bad it will cost the city
about $5,000,” he said

The contracts, awarded to
A&B Trucking, Ozonics, Inc.
Garden State Labratories and
Boswell Engineering, are all
related to sludge removal; from
pretreatment to shipping the
waste byproduct to landfills.

on

According to Ranieri, the

administration acted “improp-
erly” for authorizing the work
for three of the contracts be-
fore council authorization was
issued. Moreover, Ranieri
charged that the issue points to
a “lack of respect” for the coun-

cil by the administration

Unlike many other moves
by the solidly anti-administra
tion Ranieri, the council ma-
jority, by a 5-t0-2 vote, agreed to
hire Woeckener. The measure
was opposed by Della Fave
and Councilman Thomas New-
man. both administration
supporters

Councilwoman Helen Cun
ning and Councilman Edwin
Duroy, both who have voted
with the Vezzetti coalition,
were absent

Councilmembers Pat Pas
culli and Dave Roberts, key
swing votes in the coalition,
voted with Ranieri to hire
Woeckener

Roberts said his vote was
not based on political manoe-
vuring, but said he was not sat-
isfied with the administration s
handling of the contracts. “I
listened to the debate and its
appears if there may be some
wrongdoing and solid grounds
for hiring an attorney,” he said

Late last year, after a state
Superior Court judge ruled a $2
million engineering contract
awarded by the city to Mayo
Lynch & Associates invalid on
techincal grounds, the city re-
ratified numerious profession-
al service pacts with similar
errors.

“There wasn't this scream-
ing and yelling over the other
contracts,” said Fabiano. “This
is a total waste of money and I
hope the move eminates from
(the council’s) stupidity and
nothing else.”

She and Della Fave said
they feared the motive to hire a
special attorney was to “get
back” at Graves and Public
Works Director Roy Haack who

iring of attorney

both opposed the Mayo Lynch
contract which Ranieri
supported

Mayo Lynch which was the
design engineer for the pro
posed secondary sew age treat
ment plant, was replaced by
another design firm after
months of litigation and mil
lions of dollars in law suits and
environmental fines

“Isn’t it ironic that the con
tracts which are being looked
into have to do with sewage
Della Fave said. “And the peo
ple who are the targets, Roy
Haack and Bill Graves both
opposed Ranier! and Mayo
Lynch.”

He said he feared the coun
cil majority would “go on a
witch hunt” and try to oust the
two directors similiarily to for
mer Environmental Services
Director Peter Alicandri who
was fired when he openly ob
jected to the Mayo Lynch
contract

“I object to the need to hire
a special attorney 10 resolve
this matter and their choice,’
Della Fave said

He said he was not assured
that Woeckener would act ob
jectively since the attorney
once was employed by Mayo
Lynch to handle a Jersey City
sewage application

But Ranieri said the coun-
cil discuss all grounds of any
possible confilcts during a
closed session and the “matter
was resolved to everyone’s sat-
isfaction.” He said Woeckener
would function only as an advi-
sor and defended the attorney
as “a much sought after indi-
vidual who has demonstrated
he can work with both the ad-
ministration and council.”

Fire a tragedy for tenants

but w:;njdfall for landlords
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28 murders by arson still unsolved

Continued from Page 1
had one. “Not bad for
Square City
Chief Richard

a Mile
aid Deputy Fire
'remitiedi

Many of the buildings dam
aged by fire converted
into condominiums or rehabili
tated into luxury housing short
ly after the flames chased ten
ants out. The question remains
were the fires caused by gentri
fication and soaring real estate
values, or were there other fac
tors at work

Arson for Profit?

Por La Gente (For the Peo
ple), a Hoboken community
group that formed to combat
the wave of fires, released a
study in 1982 that concluded
that “there is a high correla
tion between major fires which
displace and sometimes Kkill
tenants and conversion of
these properties into
condominiums.”

Hine, a former New York
arson investigator who became
involved with Por La Gente,
said Hoboken property owners
who were victims of fire had a
“double payoff. They collected
the insurance money, and then
they sold their buildings, emp-
ty of tenants, at a profit.”

Ironically, the state’s strict
condominium conversion laws
may have spurred the fires be-
cause they made it extremely
difficult for landlords to eviet
tenants without buying them
out, Hine said

A\ 1982 report by the arson
investigation squad of the fed
eral Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac
co and Firearms stated. “In the
past couple of vears property
values as well as rents have
skyrocketed in Hoboken. This
change in the housing market
appears to }l.’l'\l‘ been accom-
plished through a rash of major
fires

The ATF, which is reputed
to have the most thorough ar-
son investigators in the coun-
try, probed several of Hobo-
ken's worst fires, including an
October 1981 blaze that killed
11 people at 1200 Washington
St. and an April 1982 fire that
killed 13 people at Pinter's Ho
tel. 151 14th St

The
team were offered on the
of the Pinter Hotel fire
declined by city safety offi
cials. according to the ATFEF re
port. But a nine-man team from
the bureau began an investiga
tion shortly afterwards. settin
up shop on the third {loor of
City Hall in Mav, 1982
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Arson for Revenge?

I'd

know who set those fires,”
Hoboken Police Sgt. James
Behrens, who investigated
many of the fires with Lt. John
Howe. The officers said the
Pinter Hotel and 1200 Washing
ton St. arsons are among the
fires still listed as arson in Ho
boken police files

The vendetta theory may

have developed because of a
1973 fire at an 11th Street tene
ment that killed 11 people was
said by authorities to ahve
heen started by an Ecuadorean
immigrant involved in a love
triangle. Authorities did not
uncover enough evidence to
bring the man to trial. He was
later deported

“The truth is that those
fires are still a mystery, and 1
think a lot of things may have
been covered up in those
days,” said Mayor Thomas Vez
zetti, who was elected in 1985
with the support of many of the
city's poor

Regardless of what the au-
thorities said, poor residents
believed the fires were arson
for profit, and they feared their
building could be next

“If the fires were not arson
for profit, the result was the
same,” Howe said. Tenants
abandoned their legal rights
and “got out when they got i u
eviction notice. They left be-
cause they thought they'd get
burned out.”

And if property owners
were not connected to the fires,
they often moved quickly to
capitalize on them.

“With the Pinter Hotel,
they knocked the buildings
down there immediately aftex
the fire.” noted Vezzetti. One
condition on the the
American Hotel, finalized
shortly before a fire claimed
two lives on Oct. 11, 1981, was
that the building be empty of
tenants a condition the fire
quickly fulfilled.

said

sale of

The Fires Return

The number of fires in Ho-
boken tapered off in late 1982,
about the time the federal in-
vestigation began

There were no fatal fires
until last October, when a new

arson destroyed 121 Willow
Ave. and claimed four lives; an
Oct. 15 suspicious blaze heavily
damaged 132 Jefferson St.; and,
most recently, an Oct. 20 acci-
dental fire at 318 Hudson St., a
building partially owned by the
wife of Councilman Steve Cap-
piello, claimed the life of a
grandmother and displaced ten
families '

Vezzetti vowed that the city
would thoroughly investigate
the current rash of fires. “Peo
ple may not have had confi-
dence in the previous adminis
tration, but they can trust us,”
he said

Cappiello, Vezzetti's pre-
decessor as mayor, always de-

nied the fires were arson for

profit and is a strong advocate
of the vendetta theory

Whatever the answer to the
mystery of Hoboken's fires, res-
idents and safety officials are
hoping they won't have to grap-
ple with them again

“These things run in cycles,
they just can’t be explained.”
Tremitiedi said

“I had hoped I would never
have to take a dead body out of
a building again,” he said
“Firemen are trained to save
lives, not to be morticians.”

By Jim DeRogatis

e 560 Marshall Drive,

arson

arson
playground.

cial office space.

9 fatal fires in 4 years

There were nine fatal fires in Hoboken from
through 1982, as well as other blazes that displaced hun-
dreds of tenants. Here is a chronology of the major fires:
Housing Authority
March 10, 1978. Authorities believe the fire was started
after a man committed suicide by opening his gas jets.

e 70 Washington St., May 6, 1978. A fire that started in
the basement of a building that is currently owned by
Applied Housing claimed two lives and is still listed as

e 131 Clinton St., Jan. 20, 1979. Twenty-one people died
in a fire that officials said was started by children who set
fire to garbage in the hallway, then went to bed. The
building was converted to condominiums.

© 309-311 First St., Oct. 25, 1979. Two people died in a
fire that was started by votive candles.

e 224 Jefferson St., Sept. 28, 1980. A fire started by a
blanket placed over a spaceheater claimed two lives. The
building was converted to condominiums.

@ 67 Park Ave., Oct. 12, 1981. A blaze that destroyed the
building claimed two lives. The cause of the fire is listed as
The building was razed and the site is now a

e 1200 Washington St.. Oct. 24, 1981. Eleven people died
in an arson fire that still remains a mystery. The building
had been the target of one prior arson attempt, when police
found several bottles filled with gasoline. The building was
converted to condominiums by Eldorado Associates, a firm
that includes Hoboken developer Murray Connell.

e 76-80 River St., the American Hotel, Oct. 11, 1981. A
fire that killed two tenants is still listed as an unsolved
arson. The building was purchased by Hawthorne develop-
er Ray Lemme, who rehabilitated the hotel into commer-

e 151 14th St.. Pinter's Hotel, April 30, 1982. Thirteen
people died in an arson blaze that still remains a mystery
The building was razed and the site is now an empty lot

1978

Projects,

— Jim DeRogatis

wave of fires began: an Oct. 9

28 arson murders in Hob

r Ji 3 a(is J
By Jim DeRog ) ;/97‘«/5' 5

Twenty-eight people were
murdered in Hoboken between
1978 and 1982. They weren't
killed by bullets or knives, but
by a much more frightening
weapon fire.

“Twenty-eight people lost
their lives in arson fires in a
short time span in this city.
That's 28 murders,” said com-

munity activist Ron Hine. “At

the same time, there were

series of murders in Atlanta.

biggest mysteries in the city’s

history

Some people refer to the

for contac

By Bill Campbell J

to sign contract

probe

4

Mavor Thomas Vezzetll said yesterday he will refuse to

sign a contract awarded by the
who is

month to an attorney

contracts

Hoboken City Council last
investigating municipal

Vezzetti said he will not sign the $5.000 contract award-

ed to special counsel Frederick Woeckener "even

if it

means going to court.” Woeckner's past involvement In
municipal affairs disqualifies him as an objective investi

gator, he said.

Reports of Vezzelll s refusal prompted his chief eritic,

Councilman Robert Ranieri, to charge the

administration

with “perpetrating a cover-up

Woeckener was hired by
several professional service

the council to investigate
contracts prepared by the

administration. Mayoral approval of the contract is needed
before Woeckener can launch his investigation.

Three of the four disputed contracts
removal at the sewage treatment plant -

sludge

all involving
were

prepared by Law Director William Graves and ratified this
vear by the council. The other was approved by the council

in 1984.

Graves admitted to “sloppy bookkeeping” on two of the
contracts and a “technical error” on another, but said they

have since been corrected
Ranieri, though, said the
properly” by authorizing work on three
council approval was grant
The hiring of Woeckener,

administration acted “im-
contracts before
ed. , v

a Vezzetti administration law

See VEZZETTI — Page 8.

Vezzetti won't sign contract

Continued from Page 1

director who resigned last year
over policy differences, was
roundly criticized by the mayor
and his aides.

Vezzetti said Woeckener's
appointment was political,
claiming that the council was
attempting to undermine the
administration.

“Fred Woeckener was my
attorney and he worked for the
city. I simply was not satisfied
with the things he did,” Vez-
zetti said.

He said he would consider
approving the council’s re-
quest to hire an independent
counsel if the attorney was not
involved in local politics.

But Woeckener said yester-
day he could conduct the inves-
tigation without bias. “I can do
the job but I don’t want to get
caught in the middle of a
squabble between the mayor
and council,” he said.

“I'm just going to write my
report for the council and hand

—————————

five lives in
weeks

Baffling Statistics

less than

three

Only about half that number
died there, but a whole city,
and people throughout the
country, mobilized to find the
killer.”

Authorities have never ar-
rested anyone in eonnection
with the Hoboken arsons, and
their cause remains one of the

four-year period as Hoboken's
“renaissance.” but others are
haunted by memories of what
they call “the years of the
fires.”

Those memories hang over
the city like a dark cloud. They
have been stirred recently by a
new rash of fires that claimed

Nine fires tore through the
city’s aging tenements and sin
gle-room-occupancy hotels be-
tween 1978 and 1982, claiming a
total of 56 lives. Five of the
fires are still listed as arson
Hundreds of other fires, many
of them arson, displaced thou-

it over to the council. They can
do whatever they want with it,”
Woeckener said.

He said he is willing to
meet with Vezzetti and the
council in closed session to
iron out differences, but said
he had no intention of stepping
away from the investigation.

Ranieri said the adminis-
tration is trying to block the
investigation by refusing to au-
thorize Woeckener's contract.
He said he is not satisfied with
the administration’s explana-
tions of the deficiencies.

“I feel that if Vezzetti does
refuse to sign the contract, it
will be clear evidence of a cov-
er-up,” Ranieri said.

oken still unsolved

time period.

Fire experts are baffled by
In the ten-year
period between 1973 and 1982,
Hoboken lead the country for
the number of fires with more
than 10 fatalities: four. Los An-
geles was next on the list with
three fires, and New York only

the statistics

See 28 MURDERS — Page 6.

\\1 11°(
undaer the

Mon-Tut

see FIRE

Continued from Page 1

tive assistant to Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti who has been assisting
the displaced tenants, said the

sands of tenants over the same

landlords cannot expect the
tenants to live elsewhere for 18
months. She said most of them
would effectively be forced to
|find a new place to live.
Local rent control laws
prevent the owners from re-
moving tenants for the purpose
of sale or use conversion, and
condominium conversion laws
make it difficult to evict ten-
ants. City officials have no pow-
er to pressure Mon-Tut to make
the repairs, said Nellie
Moyeno, the director of His-
panic and Minority Affairs.
“We don’t have the power
to make the owners do the work
to the buildings” she said. “It's
very frustrating because we
want to get all the tenants in.”
The victims have all moved
in with relatives in Hoboken,
although one family is plan-
ning to move temporarily to In-
dianapolis, she said.
Cappiello said the resi-
dents at 316 Hudson St. have
been without heat, hot water
and hallway lights since the
fire because the buildings are
interconnected, but tenants say
they do not see why the owners
can't make prompt repairs.
“In this city they can put up
a building in seven months.

o

Page 6

Photo by Steve Golecki

“Condos Kill"” is an ominous message left by an unknown
graffiti artist on a vacant building at First and Garden streets.

Fire: tragedy or windfall?

Don't you think they can do a
small job like this in a month or
two?"" asked Dilip Patel, a resi-
dent and architecture student.
“They can do it if they want to
do it.” A local real estate bro-
ker. who asked not to be identi-
fied. noted that, “Given their
position, it wouldn’t be smart
for the owners to fix up the
building and put rent-con-
trolled tenants back in.”

Several realtors said the
two 10-family buildings, locat-
ed about four blocks from the
PATH station, could be valu.
able properties if placed on the
market without tenants. Most
agreed that they could be sold
for asmuch as $2million, based
on current market values

Marciano said Mon-Tut
“has no intention” of ignoring
tenants' rights, but Fabiano
said the owners have not assist-
ed the city at all in helping to
find housing for the displaced
tenants. Marciano called the
pressure from City Hall to res
pair the building an attempt to
“erucify” Steve Cappiello Cap-
piello is a political opponent of
Vezzetti often at odds with the
mayor.

Fabiano said the city is
only fighting for the tenants’
best interests. She said she is
hoping that Cappiello and Mar-
ciano will realize the difficuls
ties the tenants face and move
quickly to make the repairs.

Eleven people lost their lives in a 1981 fire that tore through

this building at 1200 Washington St. The couse of the fire is

listed os orson, and it remains o mystery. The building was
converted to condominiums shortly after the fire
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Under the threatof a jawsuit, Hoboken has agreed ‘
f Mavor Thomas

to make back payments to the il
solid waste from the municipa

The City Council also au
thorized the Law Department
to prepare a counterclaim
against the firm, Ozonics, Inc
of Freehold, to determine I1s
responsiblities under the
contract

The Ozonics contract 1s one
of four professional sServic
pacts under investigation by
the council for 1irre gularites
Several council me mbers
claim the firm has not lve d up
to its 1989 contract with the
city

The council investigation
centers on contracts uppruu-d
by the administration for vari
ous phases of sludge removal
It signals a major division be-
tween the mayor and council
majority

Ozonies, which receives
$40.000 a month from Hoboken
to treat and remove sludge
from the sewage plant on 16th
and Adams streets, has not
been paid since September

The firm, through its attor
ney. said it would file suit In
state Superior Court for $80,000
and remove I1s equipment from
the plant if the council did not
authorize the payments during
its Wednesday session.

“That would have opened
up a whole host of environmen
tal problems which could have
ultimately threatened our fed-
eral grant money 1o upgrade
the plant,” said City Council
man Joe Della Fave, explain-
ing the council’s vote, under
protest, to approve the
payment.

Ozonics treats the sludge,
the solid waste byproduct of
sewage, through a secret pro
coss which dries and processes
the material so that it is accept
able for landfill disposal

Hoboken does not have the
resources to treat the material,
and the withdrawal of Ozonics
could leave the city vulnerable
to state and federal environ-
mental violations.

However, anti-administra-

tion Councilman Robert Ran
ieri said Ozonics has shirked
its responsiblity under the con-
tract to ship the material to the
landfill, thus justifying the
counterclaim and the council
investigation.

“The administration is not
providing answers and they are
stonewalling us every step of
the way,” he said. “This is a
Watergate-style coverup.”

The city contracted A & B
Trucking to haul the treated
sludge to a Pennsylvania land-
fill after state facilites were
ordered closed last summer
City officials said A & B Truck-
ing submitted a bid lower than
the contractor hired by
Ozonics.

The council is also investi-
gating the A & B contract,
which was authorized by the
administration before council
approval was granted.

City Law Director Edward
Graves denied all charges of
wrongdoing, but admitted that
several of the disputed con-
tracts contained technical er-
rors which have since been cor-
rected.

The council will continue
its discussion of the contracts
and the hiring of a special at-
torney on Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Vezzetti ailing

Continued from Page 1

from the hospital by tomorrow
“He's fine.” Della Fave said
“He's resting and talking away
as usual.”

Vezzetti was hospitalized
for a cardiac arrythmia orir
regular heart beat just 15 days |
after his 1985 inauguration He
was subsequently put on medi
cation and a strict diet

Vezzetti was again hospi
talized in 1986 for two days to
correct his heart beat and to
jower his blood pressure ‘

Recently, Vezzetl has |
looked pale and often com
plained of fatigue. according to '
observers.

Sources said the mayor
normally takes a nap for an |
hour or two after lunch in his |
office |

rm it hired to remove
| sewage plant

The police barricades are gone but ‘
§ Hoboken's Brass Roil restaurant, which was da

the doors o

Brass Rail's

Continued from Page 1
that the restaurant would re
openina month or two. But the
windows on the first two floors
of the building are still
boarded up and the doors are
p;ullm'kvd
The restaurants principle
owner, Michael Peters. has
been unavailable to comment
on the status of the restaurant
The phone In his residence
above the restaurant has been
disconnected
According to municipal tax
records, the building 18 owned
by Mark Peters Realty, also 1o
cated at 135 Washington St
There is no phone listing for
the firm
Sources 1Iin the business
and real. estate communities
said the building which houses
the restaurant is up for sale
geveral said the building 1s
being listed secretly by a real
estate firm outside Hudson
County. They say the owner 1s
offering the property for about
&1 million.
Others, however, say the

The board voted Tuesday
to rehire 10 employees and to

L ——

future

property has been sold to an
unnamed Bergen County attor
ney for $700,000. They sa) the
new owner plans to open &
Mediterranean seafood res
taurant

“As of last w eek. the build
ing was still on the market,
<aid a Hoboken realtor who
asked not to be identifed “We
were asked if we w anted to list
the property, but as far as I
know everything is being han
dled secretly.”

Several other realtors con
firmed that the building was up
for sale, but could not provide
further information

“I've heard the propert)
has been sold to a Bergen
County man for $700.,000.” said
Dave Roberts, a local restaura
teur. “He wants to make 1t o
seafood restaurant

“It's going to be a Mediter
ranean seafood restaurant
said another restaurateur who
asked not to be identifed
“Some big shot bought the
joint."”

Most long-time residents

Mayor Vezzetti

is hospitalize

By Michele Drayton

Hoboken Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti is listed in stable con-
dition in Christ Hospital, Jer-
sey City, but there seems to be
some question ast to what ails
him. e

Vezzetti was hospitalized
Friday after complaining of
shortness of breath, according
to city officials.

These same officials dis-
puted a report from a Christ
Hospital spokeswoman who
said that the mayor was admit-
ted for chest pains.

Vezzetti, 59, who has a
heart condition, experienced
lung congestion that doctors
have attributed to excess salt
and fluid buildup, mayoral
aide Laurie Fabiano said
yesterday.

The congestion problem,
Fabiano said, is no« related to
the mayor’s cardiac arrythmic
condition.

However, Christ Hospital
spokeswoman Eileen Videtti
said Vezzetti had experienced
chest pains and was in stable
condition in a telemetry unit
for patients whose heart rates
are monitored.

Vezzetti’s doctor, Dr. How-
ard Rubenstein, a Christ Hos-
pital cardiologist, was not
available for comment

d

C lman Joseph Della
Fave said yesterday that on
Friday he received a telephone
call from the mayor, who has no
immediate family, about 11
p.m.

Vezzetti said he was having
trouble breathing and felt his
health wasn't up to par, Della
Fave said.

When Della Fave arrived at
the mayor’'s home, he said. Vez-
zetti appeared pale

“He wasn't suffering from
chest pains at all,” he said, “but
he was nervous about the short-
ness of breath.”

After being admitted to
Christ Hospital, Vezzetti un-
derwent heart tests but Della
Fave said doctors found noth-
ing wrong with the mayor’s
heart.

Vezzetti, who has a history
of eating too much junk food,
had not been following his diet
which forbids him from eating
salt. Fabiano said

“More recently he has not
been as strict as he should be
He's been eating too many
Oreos,” Della Fave said.

Fabiano visited the mayor
yesterday and said he was fine
and that he was eager to return
to work. She said that the may-
or is expected to be released

See VEZZETTI — Page 9

hasn't yet been decided

restaurant
brasserie downstairs and the
French bistro upstairs reps
resented, to many, the begin:

the windows are still boarded over and there are padlocks on
maged by fire in mid-August.

looks dim

former patrons of the
Brass Rail simply shrug theifp
shoulders when asked about
restaurant
what's ;‘mngtnhumwn"” asked
Jerard Clauson, a stockbroker
from Hoboken. "It was one of
my favorite restaurants.”

The closing of the Brass
will usher in the end of an
era in Hoboken The two-leved
with the bar and the
seems to have spelled doom for
the landmark Hoboken bistro

Rumors about the fate of
the restaurant, which has been
ranked by several statewide

“Who knows

of the Hoboken res

15t See 10 REHIRED

A mid-summer fire which
destroyed the ground floor of

Brass Rail restaurant

has

16.

ween the most
nt of the board
was elected last
;-?-"\‘.u:'!" 1 It
backed by Citiz
litv Education
Ratter said Lhe vOLl¢
marked a continuation of pa
tronage polilics which, he said
has plagus d the board for
ecars
In the past decade student
nrollment has declined by
about a third and the Cily
Council has recommended
closing two schools Mean
while. the people on the board
payroll hawv« increased
In the same period, student
test scores have been among
the worst in the state The fail
are of the schools 1o ac hieve
state certification for the last
three years has resulted in Lev
el 3 monitoring — the most
stringent supervision the state
places on a school district
“The beard functions as a
political patronage machine.”
Rafter said, “so it's important
that those jobs go to the people
who the board wants to put 1n
those jobs. These things go on
for years and years and there
doesn’t seem to be a lot of com-
munity reaction. 1t's depress-
ing ... it's tragic because the
net result is that it's devastat-
ing for the school board.”
Board President Richard

England refused to comment.

Future looks dim
for the Brass Rail

y >
By Bill Campbell j:( njé mﬁﬁol‘v the Brass Rail will
reopen.
The status of the restaurant
been a mystery since a
three-alarm fire damaged the
three-story brick building in
the early moring hours of Aug.
The tin ceiling on the
ground

floor contained the

naissance

“There are a lot of good
restaurants 1n Hoboken, bul
there was just one Brass Rail”
('lauson said

publications as one of the 10
I»‘u\t French restaurants in
New Jersey, have been swirling
since the fire

flames. but the fire damaged
the antique bar and an historic
mural

Fire officials blamed the
blaze on carelessness: either

BUDGET DEAL 1,,%3 £7

Hoboken”*

rehires
10 school

workers

+ HOBOKEN—The Board ol
Education has rehired threc
teachers and seven other em
ployees in the wake of a settle
thent last month concerning the
poard's $26 million budget.
‘The employees — rehired at
Tuesday’s board meeting — W ill
dllow some of the district’s re
medial programs, cut during the
summer, to be reinstated. Other
s:ects of the rehirings are un
ar, according to district of
ficials.
« The personnel and programs
yere cut after the city in May or
dered some $3 million trimmed
ffom the budget. The board ap
led, and the two sides nego
ted last month before a state
ministrative law judge in
Newark. An agreement was
deached providing for a $1.25
million cut in the budget re
duest, allowing the board to
make the reinstatements an
sounced Tuesday.
* The board rehired two teacher
aides, two security guards and
three maintenance workers
along with the three teachers.
. The reinstatements come as
the district is striving to follow
directives mandated in a Level
M1 review of the district re-
leased by the state during the
summer.

Neither Schools Super-
iitendent Walter J. Fine nor
board President Richard Eng-
land were available for com-
ment.

at

More than three months af
ter the blaze, local observers
and devotees of the restaurant
135 Washington St. have
drawn one clear conclusion

about the fate of one of the

city’s most famous haunts — it's

Ranieri wins
sludge battle

Cit!

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
last night launched a formal in-
vestigation of allegations by
Councilman Robert A. Ranieri
that city sludge-removal con-
t}racts were awarded improper-

y.
The council hired former city
attorney Frederick L. Woe-
ckener to assist in the investiga-
tion. The vote was 6-3.

In declaring a full council in-
vestigation, the council majority
thumbed its nose at Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti, who two
weeks ago refused to approve of
Woeckener’s hiring as special
counsel to the city. Vezzetti said
then that Woeckener’s past in-
volvement in city affairs would
prevent him from completing a
fair investigation.

Vezzetti has repeatedly called
Ranieri's allegations politically
motivated. Ranieri has denied
the mayor's charge, saying that
the city has the obligation to in-
vestigate itself in cases like this.

Last night the council author-
ized the investigation without
mayoral approval, citing the
Faulkner Act, a state statute
which gives municipal govern-
ing bodies full subpoena power
in.investigations.

“We have found roadblocks,
obstructionism, stone-walling,”
Ranieri told the council. ““That
contract has sat on the mayor’s
desk for two weeks. It’s time we

get it out in the open.”

The council rejected argu-
ments by pro-administration

. council members Joseph Della
' Fave, Thomas Newman and
| Helen Cunning that Ranieri’s

charges were largely foundless,
and that Woeckener was tainted
by a previous job representing
Joe Lynch, who heads an engi-

vestigation launched

- I

fieering firm currently en-
meshed in a lawsuit against the
city.

At the heart of Ranieri's
charges are sludge-removal and
sludge-testing contracts that ad-
ministration officials have ex-
ecuted with four companies:
A&B Trucking of Sewall,
Ozonics Inc. of Freehold,
Garden State Laboratories Inc.
of Irvington and Boswell Engi-
neering Co. of Ridgefield Park.

Ranieri conceded that the con-
tracts with Boswell involve mi-
nor, technical errors. But he re-
peated his insistence that the re-
maining three contracts contain
major problems worthy of in-
vestigation.

Ranieri charges that city Law
Director William Graves al-
lowed the three companies to
work for the city without con-
tracts. The companies were car-
rying loads of sludge for the city.

The total amount of all four
contracts this year is approx-
imately $100,000.

Earlier yesterday, adminis-
tration officials linked Ranieri’s
attack to his past support of
Mayo Lynch & Associates, a lo-
cal firm headed by Lynch that
once had‘a contract to begin
building a planned secondary
sewage treatment facility for
the city. Vezzetti, convinced that
the company was stalling,
balked when Ranieri and the
council agreed to award it a $2
million contract.

Vezzetti's decision was upheld
by Assignment Judge Burrell
Ives Humphreys of Hudson
County Superior Court on Oct.
24, 1986, and the firm lost the
contract.

«] think (Ranieri) is desper-
ately afraid that a lot of the er-
rors of the past are in the wind,”
mayoral aide Laurie Fabiano
said.

smoldering cigarette butts or
an overheated coffee pot prob-
ably started the fire, they said,

Officials and employees
who saw the damage predicted

See BRASS RAIL — Page 14
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Vezzetti puts
freeze on probe
of 2 directors

JOHN CURTIS
aff Writer

HOBOKEN—Mayor Thomas
F. Vezzetti has stalled an in-
_vestiption into allegations of

lmrup'senes by the city’s law

public works directors by

refusing to sign the in-
vestigator’s contract.

Attorney Frederick L. Woe-
ckener, who had begun a review
of four sludge removal con-
tracts, said he will not continue
his work until his own status is
resolved.

“I don’t know what the (City
Council) wants to do,~’ Woe-
ckener said. ““I suggested they
try and work something out with
the mayor. I would hate to see
t!le city waste its resources in
litigation over it.”

Last month, the council
awarded Woeckener a $5,000
c_ont.ract to investigate allega-
tions that Law Director William
Graves and Public Works Direc-
tor Roy Haack acted improperly
in authorizing contracts for
sludge removal without council
approval.

Vezzetti, however, said Mon-
day that he will not sign the con-
tract. The mayor has charged
that the investigation is politi-
cally motivated and that Woe-
ckener's appointment involves a
conflict of interest. Woeckener
was Vezzetti’s first law director
and his personal attorney.

“1t is obvious there was some

ing in the way the con-
tracts were let,” Councilman
David Roberts said yesterday.
He said an investigation could
determine if there were merely
technical errors or ‘‘a serious
problem.”

Mayoral aide Laurie Fabiano
said the council will have to take
the mayor to court to if it seeks
to enforce the contract. Roberts

said of the contract yesterday,
“Maybe it is in limbo.” And
Councilman Robert A. Ranieri
said the council has the legal au-
- thority tg pursue the investiga-
tion. '«'h
“The council has full, total
rights ":‘nnmtiglte city busi-

ness, subpoena v
Ranieri said. “It is incumbent in
those powers that there be
staff.” ‘

Ranieri, a Vezzetti foe who in-
stigated the investigation, said
the council will continue dis-
cussion of the contract in a
closed" jon at its meeting to-
night. He has accused the mayor
of trying to cover up the alleged
;mprtopneties in the sludge con-

racts.

Graves prepared three of the
four sludge removal contracts,
and has admitted to errors on
them. He said the errors have
been corrected.

In one case, Graves a
}g{aack failed dt: declarean eme'n:3

ency in order to have sl
shipped to a treatment fac‘ill(i’t‘;

An em
- theeg?cy was declared af-

Ranlu‘l‘ said work orders
contracts may have b:::
packdnkel.' and said the admin-
istration acted improperly in
awarding the contracts without
co%:cu authorization

e contracts — with Ozoni
(C;erﬂ'én Boswell I~:ng'meerincgs
" i km:nte Trucking and A&B

_ == total about $100,000
this year. Graves approved 'the
contract_with A&B, but subse-
quently informed the state At-

torney Generals Office that the

Office then g -
n in-

vesllgahon of g
pany. the trucking com-




THE JERSEY JOURNAL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1987

—

2

FAMILY

A tale of two very different Hobokens

Bv Mary Fitzgibbons

That's Hoboken

HOBOKEN

— Georgio.

1aft7 H p

New highway plan
will be discussed

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—The City Council
| will hear a presentation from
the state Department of Trans-
portation about a plan to build a
highway around the western
boundary of the city when it
meets in special session tomor-
row night at 6 p.m.

The special session was sched-
uled because the council did not
finish its agenda during last
week's meeting, which con-
tinued until nearly 2:30 a.m. on
Thursday. At that meeting, the
council put off acting on a pro-
posal by Hartz Mountain In-
dustries to re-pave part of 17th
Street (o improve access to the
developer’'s Lincoln Harbor
project in Weehawken.

ijponents of the plan want to
hold off on approving it until the

Kids annoying merc

By Bill Campbell

What's fun for some Hobo-
ken youths is becoming no fun
at all for local merchants along
a midtown section of Washing-
ton Street. A

Hoboken police,
by the complaints of shop own
ers and residents, are stepping
up efforts to prevent vandalism
and public drinking by local

spurred

vouths along Washington
Sireet between 5th and T7th
streets.

According to merchants
and at least one city council
man, teenagers have long used
the two-block streteh of Wash
ington Street as an evening
heh\p.n\ll. creating a disruptive
atmosphere for local business

state DOT makes a commitment

few I the

mdos. Maxwell's vupples
d no place to park are just a
things that come to
{ when people think of Ho
ken New Jersey, that is
But the story is a bit differ

ent another Hoboken the

Hot Ken down wath Hobo

Numbers tell more of the
there
\ steady population of 525
ake up the five and one half

ile city's inhabitants. That's a
bit less than Hudson County's
Hoboken with its 42000 resi
in just over one square
mile. And a police force of 120
strong in New Jersey is a bit out
of line down Georgia way

dents

but one quil
We have one police offi
cer,” explains Rhonda Lee, one
of two workers in the combina
tion Hoboken City Hall'Police
Department in Georgia. “We
used to have two, but one quit

In fact she says two might
have come in handy when “we
had some trouble here last
summer. But luckily we called
inthe county deputies from the
sheriff’s office.”

She commends sole officer
Nelson Clark for his dedication
to the job

“He even cuts the
next door to the police station
when it gets too long.” she says

grass

Everyone knows #Veryvone

Despite the differences in
geography and population, the
cities have some similarities

“Evervone knows everyone
else here’ says Lee and it
seems like everyone is “related
to everyone else,” a similarity
not lost in Hoboken on the
Hudson

The
somewhat
Hobokens

“There are no apartments
here,” Lee savs. And she means
it. The only spots for rent are
three unsold homes. And right

housing situation is
similar in both

to the new highway, referred to

as the Perimeter Highway.
Helen Manogue, an unsuc-
cusful candidate for the 5th

&

No, its not a Jersey Shore bungalow, but the Police Department/City Hall in Hoboken, Ga.

now “a new teacher in town i1s
renting one of them.

Curiosity

And despite the distance
between the cities, each is curi
ous about the other

Storeowners become more
friendly when an out of townet
who they suspect is “from New
York” shows a license with the
city's name on it or a copy of the
hometown paper

Residents in the southern
Hoboken depend upon the
Waycross Journal — published
15 miles west of them for
their daily paper. They have a
weekly which publishes each
Thursday, the Brantley Enter
prise. Sunday papers are from
Florida, most popular of which
Lee says is the Jacksonville
Times-Union

Lee's curiosity
city brought her thisclose to
Hoboken, N.J., in 1974 when
her high school class trip took

about the

her to Manhattan for a
weekend

3ut, she explains, “I was
afraid of getting lost” and
wasn't used to being alone. so
she was left just short of

Hoboken

Night life
As for night life in Georgia,
well

Continued from Page 1
Rosemarie Viciconti, in charge
of curriculum, distributed
HSPT handbooks among ele-
mentary school teachers to
help them orient their
students.

Jersey City, which has an
 estimated dropout rate of be-
tween 40 and 50 percent, needs
to “fit a program oriented to
dropouts and disaffected stu-
idents,” Acocella said. “Their
dropout rate is of concern to
me,” he added.

Students' knowledge of ba-
sic skills is all the more impor-
tant today, Acocella said, be-
cause of the commercial
development taking place in

Hoboken, Ga., isn't filled
with restaurants and clubs as
Hoboken, N.J., is

There are the two arcades
to go to or the local grammar
school baseball team to cheer
to victory E

But there are parking
spaces plenty of them

But Lee doesn’'t need one
“1 take the bus.” she says.

the county. “Developers tell me
they have to go out of the coun-
ty to get help,” he said. “We
have to have apprenticeship
training programs organized
through our local unions —
programs that can link up
schools with future jobs for our
young residents.”

More than 90 percent of
Kearny's third-graders and
sixth-graders passed reading,
math and language arts. They
were tops in Hudson County.

In Union City, where more
than 80 percent of the students
speak a language other than
English at home, scores gener-
ally improved, particularly at
the Roosevelt School where

T'm not dead yet,
boasts Vezzetti

By Bill Campbell

Hoboken Ma ! AS
vezzelt n pita [ nee
Friday for h n Dicod pre re
Said he xpects to be behind
his desk at City Hall today 101
A Tull day of work

Vezzetti, 59, was admitted
to Christ “‘»\ltll.xl in Jersey
City .?h!\u‘;;u‘,.;m‘r,;-fln‘.wx{
ne ' breath Friday night. He
Spent the past three days at the

hospital for observation
Yesterday, the mavor spent
the day signing papers, making
phone calls, meeting with aides
and resting
[ feel great and can't wait
to get out of here the mayor

said 1 ¢

vnce again

dealh have

CXaggEerated
The

ird Rubenst

t Christ Hosj

apie 10 cor { X '
nature of the may r's 1 e
Hu»[nfkl. spokeswoma  §
Videtti 1 the i.'ul"’ ‘..
cause was high blood pre

Hosj officials and
mavor aldes said theyv expe
ed Vezzetti o be dis 9‘,;‘,' ‘:f
from the hospital this n rning
And de spite the aavioee f
friends that he rest. the

See VEZZETTI Page 6

Vezzetti better

Continued from Page 1

d he will y back 1« vord
Vezzetti. who has been hq spi
talized twice since 1985 for a
cardiac condition, bl ed his
blood pressure proble on
the salty soup served at his

favorite deli
Before he
pital Friday

entered the
night, Veuz
said he had trouble b

hos
el
eathing

felt very weak and looked very

pale

“1 didn’t realize it at

the

time, but it was that soup that

did it to me.)”

Vi said

zetti

while munching on an apple. “I

just have to watch how

salt I eat.”

much

Vezzetti vowed to adhere to
a low sodium diet recommend
ed by his doctor

Test scores rise in Hudson schools

smaller classes due to reduced
enroliment seem to have bene-
fited students, noted Assistant
Superintendent Ann Ipomeni.
The Edison School, with the
largest population in the dis-
trict and a highly transient cen-
sus, slipped badly in sixth-
grade math results, she said.

Bayonne Schools Superin-
tendent James Murphy said
that Bayonne teachers went
through in-service training at
the start of this school year to
orient them to the demands of a
newly revised California
Achievement Test, the instru-
ment Bayonne used to measure
the knowledge of its third- and
sixth-graders.

Ward City Council seat held by
E. Norman Wilson, said she
would attend the meeting and
speak against the Hartz plan.
She said that the Perimeter
Highway is necessary because
of the increased traffic flow
through the city that the Lincoin
Harbor project is expected to
bring. She added that the Hartz
plan would only bring more traf-
fic through the city.

The City Clerk’s office also an-
nounced that the council meet-
ing scheduled for Nov. 18 will be
moved up to Nov. 16 because of
the League of Municipalities
convention in Atlantic City,
which many city officials plan

on attending.

es. But Police Chief George
Crimmins, who issued the or-
der for beefed-up nighttime pa-
trols, said his overburdened
department can do little to pre-
vent the youths from gathering
on the street unless they break
municipal ordinances.

bt

&P
By Jim DeRogatis

T
and Bill Campbell // /4/%7

Hartz Mountain Industries’
Lincoln Harbor development
in Weehawken is expected to
make Hoboken's bad traffic sit-
uation even worse.

Phase 1 of the project,
which is nearly completed, is
expected to generate 1,800 cars
during peak weekday commut-
er hours.

Forty-three percent of
those cars are expected to use
Hoboken streets, accordingto a
report by city traffic consul-
tants Wilbur Smith Associates.
ntersections in the p rth-

ha

o U7 Y
lems with the youthg last mbnt

to Councilman Dave Roberts.
The complaints range from
public drinking to youths uri-
nating on walls on Court Street.

“A lot of these people were
really outraged so 1 encour-
aged them to write a letter ad-
dressing their various prob-

“Basically, the kids are
rude and obnoxious,” said lems.” said Roberts. who also
John Lawton of the Lawton- owns East LLA., a Mexican res-
Turso Funeral Home at 631 taurant at 508 Washington St.
Washington St. Roberts said he will at-
“They throw footballs up tempt to arrange a meeting

and down the street, harass
passers-by and occasionally
break bottles. At times it has
really gotten out of control.” he
said.

About a half dozen mer
chants and property owners is-
sued a letter outlining prob

with police, store owners and
youth representatives in an at-
tempt to curb complaints.
Long-time residents say the
many fast-food restauranits
along that section of Washing-

See KIDS — Page 8.

Continued from Page | 4
ton Street and the proximity o
stevens Park contribute to the
abundance of teenagers and
double-parked cars. Many als
say the problem is a result of a
jack of evening recreation pro
grams throug i;v.w.n, the city

«f grew up here, but I don't
remember ever han

4
t

7‘”“ St. said the youths ‘shift”

oying merchants

power to post a full-time officer

from location to location to inthe section each night. More-
avoid police patrols over, police can do little to pre-
«They argue that they're vent youths from gathering on
here because they have no street corners »
“You can't do that much if

place to
ton Street is where we do busi

ness and this is not good for

us,” he said

Already police have begun

hang out, but Washing-

they just hang out,” he said
“That’s not against the law.”

heads for}i&lock

ern end of the city are already
overcrowded and operating at
capacity, city planners said.

As a result of increased
traffic from Lincoln Harbor,
congestion at key intersections
such as 14th Street and Willow
Avenue is expected to get even
worse, reaching a level of
“overcapacity to forced flow.”
according to the Wilbur Smith
report.

The Hoboken City Council
is expected to vote tonight on a
proposal to utilize 17th Street
as a southern entrance to the
Hartz project.

While Wilbur Smith recom-
mends the plan, the firm calls

Hoboken

on Hartz and the city to work
together to improve overcrowd-
ed intersections and apply
pressure on the state to build a
proposed bypass highway
around the Palisades.

Located on the Weehawken
Cove near the Hoboken border,
the first phase of Lincoln Har-
bor will contain more than 1.1
million square feet of office
space and 5,000 parking spaces,

The project will draw ap-
proximately 4,500 employees,
many of whom will work for
Paine Webber, which is relo-
cating its back-office operation

See HOBOKEN — Page 13.

heading

toward gridlock

Continued from Page 1

to the project. Under-utilized
and riddled with potholes, 17th
Street begins at Grand Street,
snakes undér the Willow and
Park avenue viaducts and ends
in Weehawken at the Hartz
property.

The developers offered to
pave the street for the city so
that cars coming to the project
from the south and the Holland
Tunnel can travel Clinton
Street north, then turn east and
enter the project through 17th
Street.

The council tabled the pro-
posal at its last meeting pend-
ing the study by Wilbur Smith.

“The concept appears ben-
eficial to the city,” accordingto
the report, but “even the 17th

mitment from the state foy con-
structing the bypass road in the

near future.
“The council should vote

against this. It might be neces-
sary for Hartz to suffer a little
bit of pain so they join us in
pressuring the state to get this
bypass road going."”

City activist and environ-
mentalist Helen Manogue
agreed.

“We need more time and
more research before we sim-
ply give 17th Street away,” she
said.

“] don’t think the public
really knows enough about this
resolution to get really excited.

"It's too bad because this could
wind up being a disaster.”

But other council members

Hobok?n
scores rise

test

By Ronald Leir |

Schools in Hudson County
generally followed the state-
wide trend of higher scores in
basic skills tests administered
to third- and sixth-graders
around New Jersey.

But Hudson County
Schools Superintendent Louis
Acocella warned that while
Hudson’s overall results were
good, “we shouldn't be overly
excited. Let’s not take it to con-
strue that everything is well.
Districts should be cautious in
interpreting the data.

“In certain districts, the
problem is we have kids who
are dropping out or who are
graduating without an under-
standing of the basic skills they
will need in society,” he said.

In Hoboken, one of several
districts which have been de-
certified by the state for vari-
ous failings, third-graders did

better than sixth-graders in all
three categories.

Jersey City, another dis-
trict that has failed to meet
certain state-mandated educa-
tional and administrative stan-
dards, showed overall improve-
ment for the third straight year
but still ended up below the
state averages in reading and
math. Most language arts
scores were near the state

ing out on

ers along Washing-

posting offic

I ; Street id La
washington : : Law . ers along Washing
ton. “At times it's Tike ame. ton Street to “make (1:‘:'_\“( l‘:::]r‘t
R SR BN She Xids to leave 58 eliminate thl‘s SORMALN: Ot
said Crimmins in an

they re plaint,”
internal memo.
f However, Crimmins

the department lacks the man

ond 20 minutes

pack again
Corrado Dx

fHioboken Lock al

said

“We've been realigning our
curriculum to reflect the things
our students will eventually
have to know when they take
the (state-mandated) High
School Proficiency Test as
ninth-graders,” he said. “We're
pushing our kids more and it
seems to be paying off.”

North Bergen Schools Su-
perintendent Leo Gattoni said
his district is “working to re-
align our curriculum to the
HSPT.

“Teachers will be held ac-
countable for making sure
their students learn the skills
they need to know. We need to
work harder in grade three, es-
pecially in math.”

pupils

Street and Clinton Street im- and city ofﬁc‘i‘al? iqy thlat :;-af- average.
rovements would not reduce fic as a resuitl of Lincoin Har- Scores in reading and math 4 Y
Eite traffic concentration at bor will flood Hoboken streets varied widely fromgschool to ‘Grade 6 904 89.2
this point.” whether or not 17th Street be- school in Jersey City. Less than N
Councilman Thomas New- comes the official southern half of the third-graders tested mu,:-e«
man said the only solution to entrance. at School 29 and School 41 Grade 3 893 X 837
Hoboken's traffic problem is a They contend that the passed in those categories. Grade 6 964 044
proposed road around the back council should approve the Less than half of the sixth-grad- e £
of the city at the Palisades, plan as _long as Hartz makes ers tested at School 41 and. ;
through the existing Conrail subsm_nhal repairs to th(} road School 14 passed reading. um Chy
right of way. and joins the city in coming up Scores indicate the per- Grade 3 876 789
Jut under the state Depart- with solutions for troubled 4  ontage of students who met or - Grade 6 785 83
ment of Transport}?tiows culrd- 11\101‘T::ct|lqns. b SotidE : exceeded a state-set minimum
rent plan, the highway wou Jits ime for XHobo yassing test grade.
not hle completed until 2002. put its foot down and ask for y Ongthe plus side, more than Weehawken
“We have to find out just givebacks and stop being ev- 90 percent of the third-graders Grade 3 93 83.3
how serious the state is about eryone's door mat,” said Kirsti tested at School 28 passed Grade 6 945 933
this bypass road,” Newman Jutxl::ivassnst:nllflg; plrz‘mlnor. reading and math
said “We need a e heip we Jersey City schools, guided
The councilman opposes can get to develop solutions to Assistant)Superintcndom Bt § West New York
Hartz's 17th Street plan unless the traffic problems that face adce 97 88
Grade 6 87 96

the city can obtain a firm com- this city.”

See TEST SCORES — Page 10.
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of two very different Hobo

That's Hoboken — Georgia.

HOBOKEN

e a7 #-¢
New highway plan
will be discussed

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
| Staff Writer

HOBOKEN--The City Council

will hear a presentation from
the state Department of Trans-
portation about a plan to build a
highway around the western
boundary of the city when it
meets in special session tomor-
row night at 6 p.m

The special session was sched-
uled because the council did not
finish its agenda during last
week's meeting, which con-
tinued until nearly 2:30 a.m. on
Thursday. At that meeting, the
council put off acting on a pro-
posal by Hartz Mountain In-
dustries to re-pave part of 17th
Street (o improve access to the
developer's Lincoln Harbor
project in Weehawken.

Opponents of the plan want to
hold off on approving it until the

Kids annoying merch%}’_?/ Hoboken heading

By Bill Campbell

What's fun for somd Hobo
ken \'l)ll”l‘~ is becoming no fun
at all for local mert hants along
a midtown section of Washin
ton Street

Hoboken
by the complaints o
ors and residents, are
up efforts Lo prevent vand
nd public drinkin
vouths along W
gireet between 5th
streets

According 1o md
and at least ond t
man teenage!l
the two-block st t
ington Street

l1;lll~‘ui)1. creatut

)'Ulllx [

atmosphere for loc:

state DOT makes a commitment
to the new highway, referred to
as the Perimeter Highway

Helen Manogue, an unsuc-
cusful candidate for the G5th
Ward City Council seat held by
E. Norman Wilson, said she
would attend the meeting and
speak against the Hartz plan.
She said that the Perimeter
Highway is necessary because
of the increased traffic flow
through the city that the Lincoln
Harbor project is expected to
bring. She added that the Hartz
plan would only bring more traf-
fic through the city.

The City Clerk’s office also an-
nounced that the council meet-
ing scheduled for Nov. 18 will be
moved up to Nov. 16 because of
the League of Municipalities
convention in Atlantic City,
which many city officials plan
on attending.

os. But Police Chiel George
Crimmins, who issued the or
der for beefed-up nighttime pa-
trols, said his overburdened
department can do little to pre
vent the youths from gathering
on the street unless they break
municipal ordinances
“Basically, the kids
rude and obnoXious
John Lawton of the
Turso Funeral Home at
Washington St
They throw

are
said
Lawton

631

footballs up
and down the street, harass
passers-by and occasionally
break bottles. At times it has
roally gotten out of control,” he
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Everyone knows everyone

Despite the differences 1n
seography and population the
cities have some similarities
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By Jim DeRogatis ) '
and Bill Campbell // /‘,,' %)

Hartz Mountain Industries’
Lincoln Harbor development
in Weehawken 18 expected to
make Hoboken's bad traffic sit
uation even worse

Phase 1 of the project,
which is nearly completed, is
expected to generate 1,800 cars
during peak weekday commut
er hours

Fortv-three percent of
those cars are expected to use
Hoboken streets, accordingtoa
report by city traffic consul
tants Wilbur Smith Associates

Intersections in the v rth

7
lems with Ihv(»utl last i
to Councilman Dave Robert
The complaints range from
public drinking to youths uri-
nating on walls on Court Street.
“A lot of these people were
really outraged so I encour
aved them to write a letter ad
dressing  their various prob
loms.” said Roberts, who also
owns East L.A., a Mexican res-
taurant at 508 Washington St
Roberts said he will at-
tempt to arrange a meeting
with police, store owners and
vouth representatives in an at
tempt to curb complaints
Long-time residents say the
many fast-food restaurants
along that section of Washing-

See KIDS — Page 8
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to eliminate this constant com
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Rosemarie Viciconti, in charge
of curriculum, distributed
HSPT handbooks among ele
mentary school teachers Lo
help them orient their
students

Jersey City, which has an
estimated dropout rate of be
| tween 40 and 50 percent, needs
to “fit a program oriented to
dropouts and disaffected stu
idents.” Acocella said “Their
dropout rate is of concern to
me.” he added

Students' knowledge of ba
sic skills is all the more impor

their daily paper. They have a
weekly which publishes cach
Thursday. the Brantley Enter
prise. Sunday papers are from
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limes-Unior
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they have to go out of the coun-
ty to get help,” he said. “We
have to have apprenticeship
training programs organized
through our local unions —
programs that can link up
schools with future jobs for our
young residents.”

More than 90 percent of
Kearny third-graders and
sixth-graders passed reading,
math and language arts They
were tops in Hudson County

In Union City, where more
than 80 percent of the students
speak a language other than

enrollment seem to have bene
fited students, noted Assistant
Superintendent Ann Ipomenti
The Edison School, with the
largest population in the dis
trict and a highly transient cen
sus, slipped badly In sixth-
grade math results, she said
Bayonne Schools Superin
tendent James Murphy said
that Bayonne teachers went
through in-service training at
the start of this school year to
orient them to the demands of a
newly revised California
Achievement Test,

ern end of the city are already on
t together to improve over rowd
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While Wilbur Smith recom
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to the project. Under-utilized
and riddled with potholes, 17th
Street begins at Grand Street,
snakes undér the Willow and
park avenue viaducts and ends
in Weehawken at the Hartz
property

The developers offered to
pave the street for the city so
that cars coming to the project
from the south and the Holland
Tunnel can travel Clinton
gtreet north, then turn castand
enter the project through 17th
Street.

The council tabled the pro
posal at its last meeting pend-
ing the study by Wilbur Smith

“The concept appears ben-
eficial to the city,” accordingto
the report, but “even the 17th
street and Clinton Street im-
provements W ould not reduce
site traffic concentration at
this point.”

Councilman Thomas New-
man said the only solution to
Hoboken's traffic problem is a
proposed road around the back
of the city at the Palisades,
through the existing Conrail
right of way

But under the state Depart
ment of Tmn>pn|‘tutmn'> cur
rent plan, the highway would
not be completed until 2002
We have to find out just
serious the state 1s about
bypass road.” Newman

how
this
said

The councilma® opposes
Hartz's 17th Street plan unless
the city can obtain a firm com

] sSee HOBOKEN — Page 13.

ridlock

mitment from the state for con-
structing the bypass road in the
near future.

“The council should vote
against this It might be neces-
sary for Hartz t0 suffer a little
bit of pain s0 they join us in
pressuring the state to get this
bypass road going.”

City activist and environ-
mentalist Helen Manogue
agreed

“We need more time and
more research before we sim-
ply give 17th Street away,” she
said

“1 don't think the public
really knows enough about this
resolution to get really excited.

"It's too bad because this could
wind up being a disaster.”

But other council members
and city officials say that traf-
fic as a result of Lincoln Har-
bor will flood Hoboken streets
whether or not 17th Street be-
comes the official southern
entrance

They contend that the
council should approve the
plan as long as Hartz makes
substantial repairs to the road
and joins the city in coming up
with solutions for troubled
intersections

“It's time for Hoboken to
put its foot down and ask for
givebacks and stop being ev-
eryone's door mat.” said Kirsti
Jutila. assistant city planner

“We need all the help we
can get to develop solutions (o
the traffic problems that face
this city.”

office

space and 5.000 parking spaces,
1 The project will draw ap-
prnximulvly 4500 employees,
work for
is relo-
cating its back-office operation

the instru
English at home, scores gener-
ally improved, particularly at
the Roosevelt School where

ment Bayonne used to measure
the knowledge of its third- and
sixth-graders

1

see VEZZETTI Page 6
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Test scores rise In Hudson schools

We've been realigning our
curriculum to reflect the things
our students will eventually
have to know when they take
the (state-mandated) High
School Proficiency Test as
ninth-graders,” he said. “We're
pushing our kids more and it
seems to he paying off

North Bergen Schools Su-
perintendent Leo Gattoni said
his district is “working to re-
align curriculum to the
HSPT

“Teachers will be held ac-
countable for making sure
their students learn the skills
they need to know. We need to
work harder in grade three, es-
pecially in math

our

pupils
test scores rise

By Ronald Leir

Schools in Hudson County
generally followed the state-
wide trend of higher scores in
basic skills tests administered
to third- and sixth-graders
around New Jersey.

But Hudson County
Schools Superintendent Louis
Acocella warned that while
Hudson's overall results were
good, “we shouldn't be overly
excited. Let's not take it to con-
strue that everything is well.
Districts should be cautious in
interpreting the data.

“In certain districts, the
problem is we have kids who
are dropping out or who are
graduating without an under-
standing of the basic skills they
will need in society,” he said.

In Hoboken, one of several
districts which have been de-
certified by the state for vari
ous failings, third-graders did
better than sixth-graders in all
three categories

Jersey City, another dis-
trict that has failed to meet
certain state-mandated educa-
tional and administrative stan-
dards. showed overall improve-
ment for the third straight year
but still ended up below the
state averages 1n reading and
math. Most language arts
scores were near the state
average

Scores in reading and math
varied widely from school to
school in Jersey City. Less than
half of the third-graders tested
at School 29 and School 41
passed in those categories.
Less than halfof the sixth-grad-
ers tested at School 41 and
School 14 passed reading

Scores indicate the per-
centage of students who met or
exceeded a state-set minimum
passing test grade

On the plus side, more than
90 percent of the third-graders
tested at School 28 passed
reading and math

Jersey City schools guided
by Assistant Superintendent

Basic Skills

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade &

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3
Grade 6

Grade 3

See TEST SCORES — Page 10 Grade 6

Reading

Percentage of Students Passing

Tests for 1986-87
Math  Longuoge Ars
Boyonho

944
Mo

848
885

965
961

East Newark

684
100

842

Guttenberg

100
974

HMen

88
78

Jersey City

66
66

Kearny
943
97

North Bergen

924
904

Secaucus

893
961

Union City

876
785

Weehawken

93
945

West New York

97 88
87
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE

taff Writer

HOBOKEN The City Council
last night debated the merits of
hiring a former city law director

Hoboken postpones gf’id‘o‘?‘k Residential
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g tract, which the council

awarded last month. The council
acted at the request of Ranieri,
who is accusing the Vezzetti ad-
ministration of hiring four
sludge removal companies
without first obtaining council
approval.

No council decision had been
announced as of press time last

Hoboken, park on the streets and
then take public transportation in to
Manhattan. People who don’t live or
work in the city are subject to penal-
ties for staying too long on the local
streets. Some Hoboken motorists
are enraged when they see cars with
out-of-state plates taking up pre-
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on the street ex
when as much n
possible could be
also su;‘.;:wtvd
versation with
» done in SPC
rather than at

Newman suggested that the
be tabled after several
asked that it be de
re information 1s
{ the extra weeks
he council mort

Robert
should vole
pansion only
formation as
collected He
that all the con
Hartz should b
cial workshops
public meetings

vole
residents
layed until mo
known. He sail
would allow t

freeze on probe

time to consider the l:t'{tI;M‘hl «'\“ | Of 2 d I re Cto rS
wll a5 £ contact he 2 D[Qﬁpﬁ()ﬁé //r/%)sg

trators ime to contact the state
»id of the contract yesterday,

Hoboken offi

At present, : .over how the prus!)“('l*
) ave said they wanted the and discover , Ly s uid By JOHN CURTIS - : ke rry \
;\‘l(:l‘l:\:'\i‘l‘\“\)lllh to handle the ex-  are iuz" llll‘g(‘llnll));”:(l}:‘. highway Staff Writer L CM\fn}(‘tiTm’a‘n l;{()‘l[)‘erltm:\bonln?e“: cious street parking spots. But a night. Officials had said earlier
11{1 nz,ﬂ‘u- that the waterfront and light ¥ pro; HOBOKEN——Mayor Thomas o‘d o e hasthélegal B t'mnph«:atmn, according to local of- that the councll might wait 8
L____-__.-—__./ F. Vezzetti has stalled an in- St::) ity to pursue the investiga- ficials, is that some of those out-of- week or more before deciding
Yﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂie‘:‘é’y ?&%:;Q:Slafg tio:.y - state plates are on cars driven by what to do. !
| » » ale teran’ B - J a i i r
nuwwup'b‘l'ict o otks directors by  “The council has full, total people who also live in Hoboken. mi{:;{g ?t?:?o':xgnci: votedmgtoul;o
A ubing to sign the in- rights to investigate city bust Apparently a considerable num- nto closed session. Sources said
vestigator’s contract. nws,hgsf\_luwmw- ber of people who have been insist- the council would discuss
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( ckener, who had begun a review those POWers that there be out-of-city and often out-of-state li- Della Fave that Woeckener had

been too involved in previous

staff. censes and registrations.

of four sludge removal con-

| tracts, said he will not continue
his work until his own status is
resolved.

“I don’t know what the (City
Council) wants to do,” Woe-

Ranieri, a Vezzetti foe who in-
stigated the investigation, said
the council will continue dis-
cussion of the contract in a
closed session at its meeting to-

Rather than changing the city
parking permit ordinance, though,
Hoboken officials should tell those
motorists who choose to live in the

sewer-related matters as the
city's law director to be an im-
partial attorney.

Woeckener disputed those
charges in an interview before
last night’s meeting, but said he

night. He has accused the mayor
of trying to cover up the alleged
improprieties in the sludge con-
tracts.

Graves prepared three of the
four sludge removal contracts,
and has admitted to errors on
them. He said the errors have
been corrected.

In one case, Graves and
Haack failed to declare an emer-
gency in order to have sludge
shipped to a treatment facility.

city to get their car registered to
reflect that fact

That would seem to be totally
consistent with state law. A spokes
man for the Motor Vehicles Depart-
ment says anyone who makes a new
principal residence in the state has
only 60 days to change his or her car
registration and license plate.

The spokesman concedes that
proving what constitutes a principal

- ckener said. “1 suggested they
| try and work something out with
the mayor. 1 would hate to see
the city waste its resources in
litigation over it."”

Last month, the council
awarded Woeckener a $5,000
contract to investigate allega-
tions that Law Director William
Graves and Public Works Direc-
tor Roy Haack acted improperly
in _ authorizing contracts for
sludge removal without council

was prepared to withdraw from
the job if he thought he was a
“roadblock” to the investiga-
tion

“If I'm the only roadblock, 1
would certainly be willing to
step aside,” he said.

Administration officials say
that hiring Woeckener was a po-
litically motivated move by
Ranieri, a frequent Vezzetti foe
who is mentioned as a mayoral
candidate in 1989.

a val. < declared af- sidence is of! i
ezzetti, however, said Mon- An emergency was residence is often difficult, and that o’
day that he will not sign the con- ter the fact. the department itself, which is not a He wants to be mayor,’
law enforcement agency, makes no b ey said of Ranieri. “It's all
R Y e . political horse-—."

Ranieri said work orders and
contracts may have been
backdated, and said the admin-
istration acted improperly in
awarding the contracts without

tract. The mayor has charged
that the investigation is politi-
cally motivated and that Woe-
ckener's appointment involves a
conflict of interest. Woeckener

Ranieri has called Vezzetti's
refusal to sign Woeckener’s con-
tract a coverup and he contends
it is the city’s responsibility to

effort to get the law enforced. It also
makes no attempt to check the
claims of people applying for a reg-
istration to determine how much of

was Vezzetti's first law director i ization. . . - " : :
and his personal attor:ey. co'l'uggu(:g:ttt!":crtl,sm—t—m\:"ith Ozonics the year they live at their claimed investigate itoekl.
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e wrongdoing in the way the con-  Garden State Trucking and A&B However, it's difficult to think of ing, Boswell Engineering Co. of
o ) tracts were let,” Councilman Trucking — total about $100,000 a Hoboken apartme »ving used as A ofi v

; . David Roberts said yesterda | p ot the a Hoboken apartment being used as Ridgefield Park, Garden State

Photo by Steve Goleck y y. thlsuyeatr. 'g&‘igmvsubse- a secondary residence, such as a Laboratories and Ozonics Corp.

CONLract we : Three of the disputed contragts

He said an investigation could
determine if there were merely
tachx:ical errors or ‘‘a serious
em.”

vacation or weekend home.
Our guess is that some people
merely delay changing their regis-

J. u/ed

— Elia Borelli, veteran of the vaudeville
O o old.?l\re‘:-o-doy routines as she regards

quently informed the state At-
torney General’s Office that the |
firm’s bid seemed unrealistical-

were prepared by city Law Dk

rector ves. il
Graves J techni-
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circuits, remembers the d hardly at all rob
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' n Museum Gala at Hoboken City the mayor to court to if it seeks vestigation of the trucking com- No one should (“; yect Hoboke maintains that the i
S s = PON corrected and that no m

| Hoboke
at the second annua Holl. to enforce the contract. Roberts pany. : :
‘ tolaunch its own drive to enforcethe

Landlord fined $93G for warehousing

exist with the contracts.

state registration requirement. The controversy is developing
But by the same token, there’s no in the shadow of a complex
reason people evading or stretching series of lawsuits brought by the
local firm of Mayo Lynch & As-

the state’s registration require-

ments deserve special protection in sociates against the city and

Ozonics. Assignment Judge Bur-

By James Efstathiou ,, /; /;55

A Hoboken landlord was
found guilty in municipal court
yesterday of warehousing five
apartments and was slapped
with a $93,750 fine for the
violation.

Aris Skarantonakis. owner
of a nine-unit building at 233
Grand Street, Hoboken, re-
quested a stay pending an ap-
peal of the decision rendered

The city's case asserted
that the apartments were va-
cant for 187 days begining May
9

Under the ordinance, an
owner has 60 days to rent a
vacant apartment unless a
waiver is granted by the rent
leveling board, according to as-
sistant Hoboken attorney Mau
reen Schweitzer Parrott who
tried the case for Hoboken.

Skarantonakis was fined

began when he attempted to
persuade tenants to relocate by
sending each a letter in March,
1986. The letter stated that he
wished to renovate the build
ing and would offer each $300
for moving expenses, according
to Maureen Fearon, a tenant
for 14 years who testified
against her landlord.

“He told me that he wanted
to renovate the building and
that 1 would be entitled to move
back at a rent of $700 per

apartments leaving Fearon and
Dianne Balesterri, another ten-
ant. the sole occupants, exclud-
ing Skarantonakis who also
lives in the building. According
to Fearon, Skarantanakis has
since gutted the empty
apartments.

“After they left, it was just
the two of us between him and
breaking down walls.” said
Fearon

The landlord stepped up
his efforts to clear the building,

Hoboken’s

residential

ordinance.

Landlord fined $93G

Continued from Page 1
partments. “He always acted
like he had these big guns be-

hind him,”

said Fearon. It

ended up being us against this
big system of his.”
Skarantonakis' system was

set

back,

however, when in

parking

rell Ives Humphreys of Hudson
County Superior Court in Jersey
City on Oct. 24, 1986, ruled that
Vezzetti was correct in refusing
to approve payment on a $2 mil-
lion contract with Mayo Lynch
to design the city’s secondary
sewage treatment plant. In the
same decision, Humphreys in-
validated the contract, and
Mayo Lynch responded with a
host of lawsuits.

Sources said Della Fave had

by acting Judge lgnasio Perez. $50 per apartment for the first ‘
pPerez ruled that Skarantonakis day and $100 subsequently for month.” said Fearon w ho had eventually offering Fearon and February, after a lenghty legé
was in violation of the city’s each day the five units were previously paid $390 a month Balesterri “several thousand™ (-hullv‘nu‘o the 'llltl-\:'-:ll‘l-‘h()lt‘:(l‘ p!annedma"ACkwmmm
;mtl»wm'('lmusnmm'(lln;mcv by vacant during the period, said for her apartment dollars to vacate their a urdimlli('(: was finally (‘|(‘¢’)l‘(“d his Paﬂ.m approving city con-
not renting five units in his Schweitzer Parrott Between March and July of for enforcement. The case tracts with Mayo Lynch, and for
Q26 \ "1 ) "r e — Page . N E % ]
1986, five tenants left their See LANDLORD — Page 14. against Skarantonakis was former clients Woeckener had.
He represented Joe Lynch, the

building
—_———

Skarantonakis’ troubles

Tuesday, November 10, 1987
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THOMAS F. VEZZETTI

Galt was the culprit

FLUID IN HIS LUNGS

filed in May and, after numer-
yus postponements, was decid-
«d vesterday.

Vezzetti may leave hospital today

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—Proclaiming
himself fit and relaxed, Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti said he ex-
pected to be released this morn-
ing from Christ Hospital in Jer-
sey City after a weekend spent
recovering from an accumuia-
tion of fluid in his lungs.

The increase of fluid, Vezzetti
said in a telephone interview
from his hospital bed, apparent-
ly was the result of several
;ransgressions of his low-sodium

iet.

Vezzetti was hospitalized Fri-

day evening after complaining
of shortness of breath. He called:
Councilman Joseph Della Fave,
who drove him to the hospital.

“1 was white as a sheet — |
couldn’t breathe at all,”’ Vezzetti
said.

Vezzetti has had arrythmia, a
sometimes irregular heartbeat,
for years, and the mayor was
placed in a telemetry unit to
measure his heartbeat. Admin-
istration officials, however, said
his hearbeat was completely
normal and that the fluid
buildup did not affect his heart
condition.

Vezzetti’s doctor, Howard
Rubenstein, refused tocomment
on the mayor'’s case.

The mayor, who has been
known to stray from his strict
low-sodium diet, said he thought
the cplprits were two quadruple-
servings of chicken soup he ate
last week at Esposito’s, a res-
taurant and grocer on 12th
Street.

“It was so delicious — I can’t
tell you,” Vezzetti said. “I ate
four or five soups on Thursday,
and 1 had four the day before.”

The mayor said he did not re-
alize the soups could contain

salt.

“] think Esposito’s has the
best soups in the United States
— but I can’t have it anymore,”’
he said, a bit wistfully. He added
that he would try to be more dis-
ciplined in following his diet in
the future.

Dr. Nick Homer, a
cardiologist at Columbia-Pres-
byterian Hospital in Manhattan,
said a fluid build-up could cause
problems for someone with ar-
rythmia. _

“Potentially, it could be a seri-
ous problem. It depends on his
heart rate and the seriousness of

the arrythmia,”” Homer said.

“‘His heart rate was perfectly
normal, but his blood pressure
was a little high,” she said, *“So
we’re going to put up huge diet
?igns. gver_vwhere around the of-

ice.

Anthony Esposito, the owner
of the restaurant, said he puts no
salt in his homemade chicken
soup, adding that Vezzetti easily
could have picked up the extra
sodium elsewhere.

“‘He eats all over the place —~
you can’t stay in one place when
you’'re mayor,” Esposito said.

top executive of Mayo Lynch, in
an unrelated case, and was the
attorney for seven demoted po-
lice officers in an action against
the city.

Woeckener said he was not re-
sponsible for previous city con-
tracts with Mayo Lynch, and
said his previous jobs represent-
ing Lynch and the police would
not affect his impartiality in the
new city post. ;
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Street in Hoboken

seeks lawsuit over sludge

| Hoboken

By Bill Campbell “/ ,/‘6

The Hoboken Law Depart-
ment is asking the City Council
for per:aission to file a lawsuit
against a sewage contractor,
charging that the firm has
failed to live up to its munici-
pal contract.

Hoboken is charging that
_Qzonics, Inc. of Freehold vio-
lated its contract by failing to
transport sludge from the mu-
nicipal sewage treatment plant
to landfill facilities

The city, which subse
quently hired an independent
sludge hauler to transport the
solid waste to a Pennsylvania
landfill, is asking for damages
due to the alleged violation to
the $1.44 million Ozonics
contract.

= City officials have not spec-
ified the damages they are
seeking from Ozonics.
Representatives of Ozonics
were not available to comment
on Hoboken's charges. Last
week, the firm threatened to
sue the city for $80,000 and re-
move sludge processing equip-
ment at the sewage plant, if
back payments from Septem-
ber and October were not ap-
proved by the City Council.
The council last Wednes-
day authorized the payments
and Ozonics has withdrawn its
legal threat, said Hoboken Law
Director William Graves. He
said the city would have filed
its suit yesterday if Ozonics had
not withdrawn its complaint.
The Ozonics pact is one of
four sewage contracts under in-

COUNCIL’'S TARGET
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Graves relaxed

as storm

By CHRISTOPER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Hands locked be-
hind his head, leaning back In
his chair, peering over his clut-
tered desk, city Law Director
William Graves is the picture of
nonchalance.

““If 1 can defend a woman who
beat to death her 3-year-old
son.” the former public de-
fender says calmly, “1 can cer
tainly defend the city of
Hoboken."’

But Graves, who has in his
year-long tenure won millions of
dollars for the city in favorable
judgments, is being forced by
City Councilman Robert A.
Ranieri to do something else —
defend himself.

In the face of allegations from
Ranieri that Graves improperly
executed four sludge-removal
contracts, the City Council last
month hired former Law Direc-
tor Frederick L. Woeckener to
investigate. Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti refused to sign Woe-
ckener’s contract last week,
the council argued until nearly

| 2:30 a.m. at last week’s meeting

vestigation by the council for
irregularities to the state Local
Public Contracts Law.

The Ozonics contract, ap-
proved by the City Council in
1984, authorizes the firm to pro-
cess city sludge and transport
the byproduct to landfill faci-
lites for disposal.

However, after the state
Department of Environmental
Protection closed the Hacken-
sack Meadowlands dumping fa-
cility for sludge disposal, the
city contracted A&B Trucking
to haul the material to a land-
fill in Pennsylvania. Officials
said Ozonics would no longer
transport the material due to
the increased cost of shipping.

But City Councilman Rob-
ert Ranieri, a critic of the ad-
ministration of Mayor Thomas

swirls

WILLIAM GRAVES
Hoboken is his client

over what to do about it.

The council is expected to re-
new the discussion at tomorrow
night's meeting. Ranieri, an ar-
dent Vezzetti foe, said it is pos-
sible the council will declare a

arade was badly bungled

GRAVES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Vezzetti and an advocate of the
probe, said there are no provi-
sions in the Ozonics contract
authorizing the city to pay ad-
ditional hauling costs.

Ranieri further contends
the entire contract is invalid
because the orginal recipients,
James Federline, Inc. of Mary-
land, subcontracted the project
to Ozonics without City Council
approval.

The City Council is also in-
vestigating the A&B contract,
charging that the administra-
tion authorized the pact before
council consent was given.

The City Council is at-
tempting to hire former Hobo-
ken Law Director Frederick
Woeckener to investigate the
four sewage pacts but Vezzetti
has refused to sign his contract.

Woman says nun wants

By Dominick Calicchio

A homeless woman in Ho-

boken

city’s only shelter tried to con-

Veterans

says the operator of the check.

shelter. Boyington said she was
also asked to sign over a $1.355
Administration

Hunnewinkle said Boying-

stream of
Hunnewinkle.

“The whole philosophy of
the shelter is that we can hope-
fully work with the people to
get them back into the main-

society,” said

her money

gho shelter isn't officially des-
ignated as a legal payee for

monthly checks.

formal investigation and hire

Please see GRAVES Page 16

Woeckener on it's own, without
Vezzetti's approval

Graves, the center of the
maelstrom, appears unruffled
by it all. The 48-year-old former
Newark assistant corporation
counsel has maintained that
only technical mistakes —
“glitches,” he calls them —
were made in preparing the con-
tracts.

Ranieri’s attack comes after a
string of impressive victories by
Graves on the city's behalf, in-
cluding:

OWinning a $9.3 million
judgment against the Port Au-
thority of New York and New
Jersey in an insurance suit over
a pier that was damaged by fire.

NComing to separate settle-
ments with the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion and the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency over
the city's decrepit sewer system
that saved the city from paying
some $40 million in fines.

[Obtaining a federal grant of
nearly $30 million for rejuvenat-
ing that system.

(JComing to an agreement
with the Board of Education in
which the board agreed to a cut
of $2.25 million in its budget re-
quest.

“Every case he has tried has
been successful,”” mayoral aide
Laurie Fabiano says. The
bespectacled, bearded law di-
rector accumulated much of his
courtroom acumen from his pre-

vious jobs as an attorney for

York movie set

By Dominick Calicchio

Washington Street in Hobo-
ken apparently looks more like
the Upper West Side of Man-
hattan than does the Upper
West Side of Manhattan.

Set designers for the film,
«Crossing Delancey.” starring
Amy Irving, have transformed a
vacant storefront hetween
Fifth and Sixth streets into an
old-fashioned Manhattan book-
store. Producers said the Hobo-
ken set, where filming began
Monday, looks more authentic
than anything they could find
across the Hudson.

“They all look like Steve's
Ice Cream,” said producer Mi-
chael Nozik, referring to the
Manhattan locations consid-
ered for the film.

Filmmakers said the build-
ing at 518 Washington St. was
selected to be “New Day
Books,” the fictional store
where Irving’s character
works, because much of the
shelving needed to store books
was already in place. The
building had housed Unicorn
Books until 1984 and has been
vacant ever since.

Ironically a real bookstore,
Rogers & Cogswell Books, is
only two doors south of the
movie set. Co-owner Maureen
Kennedy said many long-time
.ustomers, seeing stacks of
books in the windows of 518,
were concerned that a compet-
ing store was moving in.

“Most people were, like,
upset,” said Kennedy. “They
said, ‘How can they open anoth-
er bookstore next door to
you?'"”

The filming two doors away
has instead been a minor boon
to Rogers & Cogswell, she said,
because members of the film's
technical crew have stopped in
to browse while waiting for

P.A. gets deadline

shooting to begin.

Kennedy said she was one
of the lucky observers to spot
Irving's husband, director Ste-
ven Spielberg, among the
crowd at Monday's session.

“He's taller than |
thought,” she said.

Bert Laiken, owner of the
L. & G. Laiken Electrical Con-
tractors at 526 Washington St.;
said his is another business to
have benefitted from the film
crew's presence. He said tech-
nicians have purchased light
bulbs. electrical tape and other
supplies.

“They've been nice, polite,
and 1 hope they make a good
movie.” he said.

This week marks the sec-
ond film-related assignment
for Hoboken Police Sgt. Ronald
Clark. The officer said he was
on duty a few years ago during
shooting for the gangster film.
“Once Upon a Time in Ameri
ca.” and had coffee with the
film's star, Robert DeNiro.

“He was aces,” Clark said.

“Crossing Delancey” is at
least the second Hudson Coun-
ty experience for actress Ir-
ving. Film fans will recall that
scenes for her film, “Voices,"
were shot in the Stanley The-
ater in Jersey City.

Assistant director Frank
Serrano said Irving portrays
“Izzy,' a young woman from
Manhattan's Lower East Side
who works in the bookstore.
She falls for a famous author
while her mother tries to match
her with a local pickle dealer.

What results is “a little
Lower East Side Jewish roman-
tic comedy,” Serrano said.

The film also stars Peter
Riegert, Jeroen Krabbe and
Riezl Bozyk. The screenplay
was written by Susan Sandler.
who wrote the off-Broadway

play of the same name.

e ———— — -—

on Hoboken piers

Newark, and as public defender.
Out of four people he defended
against murder charges, three
escaped death row, and the
fourth is confined there.

Graves' record here is one
that even his opponents find
hard to fault. But for Ranieri,
Graves has been too protective
of the Vezzetti administration
for the city's good.

“He is beholden to his em-

oyer, Ms. Fabiano,” Ranieri
said with thinly-masked disdain.
“His primary interest is not in

ing the city government,
but in protecting the city admin-
istration. 1 would observe that
he is a good soldier in the de-
fense of the administration,”
Ranieri continued. “But I don’t
believe that should be his prime
concern.”’

Ranieri concedes that two of
the disputed contracts — with
Garden State Laboratories Inc.
of Irvington and Boswell Engi-
neering Co. of Ridgefield Park
— involve technical errors made
in good faith that can easily be
rectified.

But in two other situations, in-
volving A & B Trucking of Sew-
all and Ozonics Inc. of Freehold,
Graves has left “heavy ques-
tions,” according to Ranieri.

The councilman charges that
Graves allowed both companies
to work for the city without con-
tracts — A & B Trucking for six
months, and Garden State for
two years. The companies were
trea or carrying loads of
sl for the city.

“This is not a glitch. This is a
‘government within a govern-
'ment,”” Ranieri charged.

‘ Graves, for his part, admitted
\techinical errors but said no
'harm has been done.

. It was sloppy and it shouldn’t
have been done,”’ he said. “But
no real harm was done to any-
one, because in all instances,
services were rendered. That's

why they put erasers on pen-
cils.”

HOBOKEN

93G
fineis”
levied

Landlord penalized
for apt. vacancies

Sy CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer
.HOBOKEN—ln the biggest
fine yet levied under the city’s
anti-warehousing ordinance, a
building owner was ordered to
pay $93,750 by a municipal judge
yesterday.

The fine was imposed on Aris
Skarantonakis for keeping five
apartments in his nine-unit
structure at 243 Grand St. un-
rented for 187 days. Under the
ordinance, building owners
must rent vacated apartments
within 60 days of vacancy or ap-
ply for a waiver.

Acting Municipal Judge Ig-
pacio Perez, a former Jersey
City tenant lawyer, said Skaran-
tonakis had done neither and is
liable for the fines.

Skarantonakis, who lives on
the floor, could not be
rea for comment last night.
His telephone number is un-
listed.

City tenant activist Thomas
Olivieri said he expected the
landlord to appeal the decision.
He added that he was delighted
at the ruling.

““This is by far the largest fine
ever issued against an owner in
the his of Hoboken," Olivieri

e next largest was

“‘(m'n

Olivieri has spent the last cou-
ple of months helping the re-
maining three tenants in the
building fight a possible con-
diminium conversion there.

Skarantonakis’ case had been

for six months due to

ys in the Municipal Court,

and Olivieri had been pressuring

the court to move more quickly
on the case.

The ordinance, written by City
Councilman Joseph Della Fave
1% years ago, has been the sub-
ject of a lengthy and complex le-
gal battle. The law first was
challenged in August 1986, by a
local developers’ group, which
called it unconstitutional. But a
judge in U.S. District Court in
Newark dismissed the case last
November, and the city began
enforcing the law in Feb g

However, cases are
against the city’s law and a simi-
lar Jersey City ordinance. The
cases are to be heard by Assign-
ment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys of Hudson County Superi-
or Court in Jersey City.

Hum is expected to de-
cide if the cases against the
cities’ laws can be heard togeth-
er.

Warehousing is commonly
used by landlords to raise the
value of their property when
selling to developers, who con-
vert the buildings into con-
dominiums or cooperatives.

Empty a ents save the de-
time and expense of
evicting tenants before con-
version.

P.A. getsfq;g;c—i_jine
on Hoboken piers

By John Petrick

Hudson County’s top judge
vesterday gave the Port Au-

The agency may authorize
checks to be turned over to a

Continued from Page 1
Humphreys questioned his
position, noting that it runs
contrary to last month’s an
nouncement and that it ap-
pears the P.A. has not invested
in the property since 1960. He¢
said he had “difficulty with the
Port Authority holding the
property hostage” much

piers have beenunused for,
more than a decade

The attorney said the P.A,
might be willing to .\Ill‘l‘(‘lld(‘l“
its lease on certain unspecified
conditions

The Port Authority is likely.,

to expect compensation from

the city for giving up the re-~

maining years ol is lease
Representatives of PASS,

fiscate her Social Security
funds in exchange for food and
a place to sleep

Sister Norberta Hunnewin-
kle, operator of
John Mahurter
Bloomfield St
charges

The homeless woman
telle Boyington, 66, told police
Monday that Sister Hunnewin

the Bishop
Shelter, 300
lenies the

Es-

ton probably made the com-

plaint to police out of anger for
being removed from the shelter
last week. She said Boyington
had remained in the shelter
past the 30-day limit and hadn’t
been saving her meaey 1n ac-

cordance with shelter rules.
Hunnowmklo said she

re-
quests that each person accept-
ed into the shelter maintain a

kle demanded that Boyingt
sign over her $341 !

Social Securit to 1

November

on regular bank account or have
the shelter save money for

he them

All money collected in the
shelter account is returned to
the homeless persons when
they find places to live, she
said. and the homeless are giv-
en receipts for each deposit

None of the money collect-
ed from the homeless is used 10
operate the shelter, she said;
expenses are paid solely
through donations

A spokesman for the Social
Security office in Hoboken said

I'amily member or guardian of a
recipient deemed to be mental-

ly or physically incapable of

handling the money properly.
said the spokesman.

Designation of the payee
comes only after interviews
with the recipient and the
guardian, and after an exami-
nation by a physician, the
spokesman said.

Hoboken police are inves-
tigating Boyington’s charges
against Hunnewinkle

The P.A. removed the aging
structure that
Pier A and currently uses the
site for parking. The other two

covered 1ty

negotiations’ progress

Hoboken and the Port Author-
are to contact Humphreys
within the next month on the,

thority 30 days to negotiate
terms to end its lease of three
Hoboken piers that were 1o be
the site of a $500 million
development

If no progress is made after
30 days, Superior Court Assign-
ment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys will appoint a mediator.

Eleven Hoboken citizens
from People Advocating Sane
Solutions went before the
judge yesterday to try to evict
the Port Authority from the
piers, charging the agency
broke its lease, which called
for a marine terminal that
would have generated revenue
for the city.

The project never got off
the ground. '

The P.A. retains control of
the piers for the next 15 years
under the 1952 lease. Hoboken

receives $70,000 rent annually
from the agency. Last month,
the P.A. announced it would
pull out of the site and scrap its
$500 million Hudson Center
development

The P.A. and the city began
negotiating a restated lease in
1984 that would have allowed a
massive, mixed-use develop-
ment that included several
highrise office buildings, 1,600
housing units, hotels, shops
and restaurants Negotiations
broke off last year in the midst
of a controversy over $9 5 mil-
lion in insurance funds,
however.

Port Authority attorney Mi-
chael Jankoski suggested to
Humphreys yesterday that the
agency is reluctant 10 abandon
its lease, having 1ny ested some
$15 million in preliminary
plans for the property

See P.A Page 8.
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Sta" Writer

.HOB()KEN—’I‘he City Council
last night again delayed a de-
cision on a proposal by Hartz
Mountain Industries to improve
17th Street.

In tabling the ordinance,
which would have eased traffic
to and from a Hartz office de-
velopment planned in neighbor-
ing Weehawken, council mem-
bers'said they would devise a set

Drayt‘w}/

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken City Council’'s ap-
pointment Monday of Eugene Drayton
as a commissioner on the seven-mem-
ber Housing Authority may not be
legal, officials warned yesterday.

Drayton, a police officer and
member of the local school board, was
appointed to a five year term by a 6-to-
2 vote. He replaces Clayton Anderson,
whose term had expired.

The city's Law Department said
that Drayton’s appointment violates a
state law which prohibits having more
than one municipal employee on the
board of commissioners.

Under the statute, NJSA 55:14-6,
“not more than one officer or employ-

SHOW GOES ON

All-night task
prepare 30 flo

Hoboken delay

of city improvements that the
company would have to finance

The demands for improve-
ments will be added to the or-
dinance as amendments, council
members said. The final draft of
the ordinance will be voted on
within 30 days.

The council agreed to the de-
lay — the second in the last five
days for the proposal — after
hearing a presentation by the

, state Department ¢f Transpor-

s 17th Street improvement

tation about the state’s traffic
construction plans. A state plan-
ner told the council that a long-
awaited road around the city's
western perimeter might not be
constructed for as long as 10
years

“‘In the best of circumstances,
it's going to take a long time,”
DOT planner Joe Martin told the
council. “You've been talking
about this road for 30 years — |
can't deliver it in 30 days.”

X

Council members said before
the meeting that they hoped the
state could make a firm commit-
ment to the road, which is ex-
pected to ease traffic through
the city.

Councilmen Robert A.
Ranieri, Joseph Della Fave and
Thomas Newman said that
peither Hartz nor the state was
promising enough in return for
their approval of the streel im-
provements that are expected to

add to the city’s rush-hour traf-
fic. The councilmen said they
had devised separate sets of pos-
sible amendments to the or-
dinance,

Lincoln Harbor, the mixed-use
Hartz project planned for a
June, 1988 debut, would employ
about 4,500 employees.

Opponents of the Hartz plan
pointed out that the figure as-
sumes that between 30 and 50
percent of those employees

would use public transportation
— an assumption the plan’s op-
ponents called unrealistic.

Ranieri said he wanted Hartz
to promise to pay for city
provements such as more traff
guards and better roads. News
man said he wanted to hold off
on the propoesal until the state
signed an agreement with Con-
rail, which owns rights to the
land planned for the perimeter
highway.

J

ee of the municipality” may serve on
the commission. Edwin Duroy, an ele-
mentary school teacher and City
Council member, has two years re-
maining on his term as a
commissioner.

“The law in this instance seems
very clear,” said assistant city attor-
ney Thomas Calligy. “Bot h Duroy and
Drayton are employed by the city and
they can't serve on the Housing Au-
thority unless one of them resigns his
municipal job.”

Plans to swear Drayton in yester-
day as a commissioner were put on
hold pending an official determina-
tion of his status.

The appointment marks the sec-
ond time in two years Housing Author-

Macy's parade

to
ats

Staff Writer

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

the

rade tomorrow in
has a full jtinerary.

intenm

ttan in the next
But Bass, who has bu

HOBCKEN-—Manfred Bass,
7 itect of the legendary
Maey's Thanksgiving Day Pa-
Manhattan,

He's got a telephone interview
inutes, a reporter stand-
ing in front of him now and — not
the least of his worries — some
30 mammoth floats that have to
be ng:ckaged and driven to
Ma

48 hours.
ilt the pa-

s appointment m

ity commissioners have become em-
broiled in a dispute over municipal
job holders. In 1985, a controversy
erupted when two members of the City
Council served on the Housing Au-
thority at the same time

Commissioner Angelo Valente
was appointed to the vacant Sixth
Ward council seat while First Ward
Councilman Anthony Romano served
as the council's deligate on the
authority.

The dispute, however, became
moot within weeks when Valente lost
a bid to retain the council seat, leav-
ing Romano as the only city employee
on the authority.

Yesterday, neither Drayton nor
City Council President Pat Pasculli

"//2 S’/f 7

rade’s floats in his studio on
willow Avenueand 15th St. since
1960, wants everyone to know
that the parade’s the thing.

“That's not important,” he
says of his 27-year record. ‘‘The
parade has been going since
1927. It's the longest-running
show on Broadway.”

Bass and his crew of 20 will
spend today packing up the
floats for a midnight run
through a closed-off tube of the
Lincoln Tunnel tonight.

The floats — including a
Peanuts ice rink, an American
Indian, Spiderman, Snoopy and

the traditional Santa Claus —

e

A float for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade heads out of H

Manhattan.

will be driven to the American
Museum of Natural History on
Central Park West, where Bass
and company will work all night
to get them ready for tomorrow
morning'’s start.

The parade will stretch some
two-and-a-half miles through

-

thwarts

were available to comment on the
appointment. Duroy was also not
available for comment concerning re-
ports that he would step down from
his seat on the authority.

The appointment was supported
by Pasculli, Duroy and council mem-
bers Robert Ranieri, Steve Cappiello,
Dave Roberts and E. Norman Wilson

Councilmen Joe Della Fave and
Thomas Newman opposed the ap-
pointment. Councilwoman Helen Cun-
ning, who unsuccessfully nominated
another person for the post, left the
meeting before the vote.

Drayton is the second person this
month to be appointed to a term on the
authority. Mayor Thomas Vezzetti ap-
pointed Felix Rivera, a Port Authority

M2

oss gets set

oboken yesterday on the way to

LISA BAUSO SPECIAL TO THE HUDSON DISPATCH

Manhattan, requiring a total of
100,000 cubic feet of helium and
2,500 Macy's employees to keep
the whole thing going. And, Bass
points out, his work will continue
through the parade and after it
is over.

“When the last unit, Santa

Claus, is assembled, the first
unit is already being dis-
mantled,”’ he says.

And does Bass ever get tired
of his job?

He cracks a smile and an-
swers: “Why get tired?”

arson attempt

ay not be legal

police officer, to the authority on No-
vember 2 to fill the seat occupied by
Mathew Pastore.

The council is expected to fill
Romano’s vacant seat on the authority
next month. Romano submitted his
resignation to Pasculli in a letter last
week.

The commisioners are the policy
making arm of the Housing Authority,
which maintains about 1,500 federally
subsidized apartments for low income
families and senior citizens.

Five of the commissioners are ap-
pointed by the City Council, while the
other two are appointed by the mayor
and governor. Commissioners served
a five year term and do not receive a,
salary.

lopment powers in an
effort to speed up a plan to
develop several parcels of city
land along Observer
Highway between Garden
Street and Willow Avenue

The council members ac-
corded themselves redevelop-
ment powers and are currently
seeking bids from developers
to construct a 450-unit apart-
ment project on Observer
Highway

owned

do
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Council may fund
agency that state
deemed unworthy

By Bill Campbell

V- I ///?a/ 8>

: “'}‘he !{oboken City Council is expected to authorize the use of
(’)|(g taxpayer diollars to fpnd a controversial youth program
which was previously denied state money for not providing

proper services.

The council next month will a '
NS nt ppropriate $15,000 from re-
serves in the 1987 municipal budget to fund the embattled
Ciudadanos Unidos pro Nueva Accion program until the end of

the year, according to council members.

" EUNA" whic_h has o_ﬂ'iccs at 918-920 Willow Avenue, has been
(‘l . ard financially this year, and its executive director, Juan
sarcia, has been under investigation by local and county law

enforcement agencies. v

But Council President Pat Pasculli sai 3 i
L Cou s said he has authorized
city Business Administrator Edwin Chius to identify reserve

Fast mov

By pominick Calicchio

A quick-thinking tenant
saved his Hoboken home Sun-
day from becoming the latest
entry in the city’s grim history
of arson fires

Before city firefighters
could arrive at 333 Jefferson
St.. fourth-floor resident Frank
Rossano raced down the stairs
and stomped out a fire burning
in the building’s vestibule at
midnight

Hoboken police and fire of
ficials said some newspapers
and old b« n the hallway

were delibe telv set ablaze

i ﬁ().\samn.:ﬁ). a construction
worker. said it was the first fire
he could recall after living in
the building for seven years.

“My daughter, Michele,
smelled smoke in the hall and 1
started searching around,
knocking on people’s doors,”
Rossano said.

Moments later Rossano de-
termined where the smoke was
coming from and ran down the
stairs, he said.

“]t was real cold out and
the wind came in and blew the
ashes in the hall
«“So I went over and started

kicking the books out the

door.” he said Burn marks on
the vestibule floor and on the
bottom of the building’s inside
front door were still visible
yesterday.

Rossano said seven fam-
ilies live in the building, with
one apartment vacant since
last month.

The building was recently
pm-chasod by Ray Fiore, a Ho-
boken realtor

Fiore said yesterday that
police and fire officials did not
notify him about the fire

The Jefferson Street build-
ing is a rundown four-story ten-
ement, similar to other build

ings in the city where fires —
both intentional and acciden-
tal — have started.

On Oct. 9 four people died
in an arson fire at 121 Willow
Ave.

The Hudson County’s Pros-
ecutor’s Office still has no
suspect.

Between 1978 and 1982, 28
people were killed in arson
fires in Hoboken. No suspects
were ever arrested.

In the period from 1973 to
1982, mile-square Hoboken had
more fires with 10 or more
deaths than New York or Los
Angeles

i(-oms i.n‘tho munigipgl budget which could then be transferred to
pay for CUNA actlvmes. Councilman Robert Ranieri said he will
sponsor the resolution to fund the group.

w lL}(I{\IA.ﬂwhlch reccived a six-month $15,000 grant from the
‘0 roken Community Development Agency in March, has not
mcel‘ved'fundmg since August, according to Garcia.

t r(;adrcl;a‘has been lobbying the council for more than a month
l;:(il:inon wl:lt[\)ryogra?lﬁ ang'?l(;i;t week he presented the council a
P /ith more than 2, signatures ssidents w Sai
Euabort the SRS g of residents who he said
A Th.e‘ ()rganlzatlon became the center of controversy last
D(‘ )l"u‘uy when t‘he group was denied an $18,394 grant by the state
: L’pdrty!('rlt Qf_((}mmun'lty Affairs and a $56,559 matching grant
)y t’he stdt(“ })wmgon E)f\' outh and Family Services for “offering a

low l‘vvol. of service,” according to a DCA spokesman.
. h(:]]tl C:?.;tWh[(‘) s;:iys he is an active Democrat, said the decision
alt state funds was a political /e by the Re
administration in Trenton. vt A op;
o ;ljh_ls‘summor, after receiving the CDA grant, Garcia became
ol]‘(thfl?l:rtu?g il;‘énvptsugat:;)n by local police for possible misuse
> s when it was discovered that he live e CU
b v that he lived in the CUNA
Garcia, who was convicted in the pas s of
' rel as con past on charges of rape and
lr:;r;]cou‘({s possession, said he lives at the CUNA “to be available
:(T‘ OUl\ ? day to the community.” He denied his residing in the
f.' l;( vio _ated th(\ terms of (ho grant and said his past convictions
ne l[))lfno~ I‘n }\alkmg :0 the kids and dealing with their problems.”
v”mtdlr_lb Oh unfi ('l NA drew sharp criticism from Mayor Thomas
Vezz i who vowed to do “anything I can” to prevent the
.illo(‘auo.n of_ city funds for the program.

, l.thlglk it’s totially _un_fair to strip the city budget to pay for a
program for Juan Garcia,” Vezzetti said. “We alread have one of
t.ht. hl‘glhesl tax rates in lhe_statc and I don't think it’s fair for the
:()illlrtl:': to squander municipal funds to pay off political debts to
t (‘Al\;lli\‘l'\/.;)n"-l ali.de Laurie Fabiano said providing back payments
L‘(;mm Of“(dif\ t(ola:ly |?appropriute" in light of Ranieri’s investi-

, ity contracts which he claime inistrati
ot A B o . claimed the administration
How ‘many sides of his mouth can Ranieri talk out of?” she

See COUNCIL — Page 10.




$100G sought trom D’Amelio

By John Petrick st

ruction of a nine-unit resi-

dential building.

Hoboken officials chal-
lenged yesterday the propriety
of a real estate sale involving
former city attorney Salvatore
D’'Amelio \ A

They asked Superior Court 1
Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys
to give the city the profits D'A
melio made from that sale. f1

tract
the sale

D'Amelio. under the con-
received $100,000 from

City Zoning Officer Alfred
rezzo gave the buyers prelim-
jary zoning and plan review

and issued building permits.

Mayvor Thomas Vezzetti
red D’Amelio on Oct. 7, 1986.

the bar’s
which were adopted by the Su-
preme Court. It states:

Graves said that a “reason-

ably informed citizen” reading
about the transacation In a
newspaper
it.”

“would question

Graves cited a section of
Rules of Conduct,

“In certain cases or situa-

tions creating an appearance

D’'Amelio and two business
partners bought property at
201-203 Bloomfield St., Hobo-
ken, on May 30 last year for
$265,000.

They then contracted to
sell the property the following
month. According to the con-
tract. the sale was contingent

While the sale was not consum-
mated until three weeks after
his dismissal, the plaintiffs ar-
gued that D’Amelio was still
city attorney when he signed
the contract.

City attorney William
Graves argued before Hum-
phreys that D’'Amelio’s signing

of impropriety rather than an
actual conflict, multiple repre-
sentation is not permissible:
that is, in those situations in
which an ordinary knowledge-
able citizen acquainted with
the facts would conclude that
the multiple representation
poses substantial risk of disser-

on the sellers’ obtaining all
zoning approvals and building a
permits for the planned con- ©

Hobolke

By CHRISTOPHER AVE 4
Staff Writer

'HOBOKEN—The City Council
last night again delayed a de-
cision on a proposal by Hartz
Mountain Industries to improve
17th Street.

In tabling the ordinance,
which would have eased traffic
to and from a Hartz office de-
velopment planned in neighbor-
ing Weehawken, council mem-
bers'said they would devise a set

’
n

such a contract while a public

ttorney gave the appearance
{ impropriety.

ik

of city improvements that the
company would have to finance.

The demands for improve-
ments will be added to the or-
dinance as amendments, council
members said. The final draft of
the ordinance will be voted on
within 30 days.

The council agreed to the de-
lay — the second in the last five
days for the proposal — after
hearing a presentation by the
state Department of Transpor-

vice to either the public inter-
est or the interest of one of the
clients.”

The attorney also argued

that although D’Amelio did not
divert
city's pocket into his own, pro-
fessional conduct rules allow
the city to receive monetary
damages because of the defen-
dant's “breach
Hoboken.

any money from the

of duty” to

William Shulman, attorney
for D’Amelio, argued that pre”
liminary zoning approvals
were actually obtained by John
Saracco, one of the buyers.
D’Amelio, he said, never repre-
sented the buyers in obtaining
zoning approval. “Does this
mean that anybody who is a city
attorney is not allowed to buy
or sell property? ... Are we SO
august? So shrouded by su-
preme cloaks?”

delays 1

tation about the state’s traffic
construction plans. A state plan-
ner told the council that a long-
awaited road around the city’s
western perimeter might not be
constructed for as long as 10

years.

“In the best of circumstances,
it’s going to take a long time,”
DOT planner Joe Martin told the
council. “You've been talking
about this road for 30 years — I

Council members said before
the meeting that they hoped the
state could make a firm commit-
ment to the road. which is ex-
pected to ease traffic through
the city.

Councilmen Robert A.
Ranieri, Joseph Della Fave and
Thomas Newman said that
neither Hartz nor the state was
promising enough in return for
their approval of the street im-
provements that are expected to

a " T /3/?47
his hgzsn{lg post

By Bill Campbell

Long-time Hoboken politi-
cian Anthoeny Romano yester-
day resigned his seat on the
seven-member municipal
Housing Authority.

Romaneo’s departure, effec-

tive immediately, leaves the
City Council with two seats to
$11 on the board. Commission-
¢ Clayton Anderson, who has
sevved in a holdover capacity
since May, will be replaced by
the council later this month.

City Council President Pat
Pasculli said he was surprised
by Romano’s sudden resigna-
tion and would not speculate
on whom the council would
nominate for either of the
vacancies.

The commissioners are the

policy-making arm of the Hous-
ing Authority, which maintains
about 1,500 federally subsi-
dized apartments for Jow-in-
come families and senior
citizens

Five of the commissioners
are appointed by the City Coun-
cil. while the other two are
appointed by the mayor and
the governor. Commissioners
serve a five-year term and do
not recelve a salar}'.

Earlier this month, Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti appointed Fe-
lix Rivera. a Port Authority po-
lice officer and unsuccessful
Board of Education candidate,
to a seat on the board. Rivera’s
seat. which does not need coun-
cil approval, had been occu-

See ROMANO — Page 16.

add to the city’s rush-hour traf-
fic. The councilmen said they
had devised separate sets of pos-
sible amendments to the or-

dinance.

Lincoln Harbor, the mixed-use
Hartz project planned for a
June, 1988 debut, would employ
about 4,500 employees.

Opponents of the Hartz plan
pointed out that the figure as-
sumes that between 30 and 50
percent of those employees

By Bill Campbell 7ce of the municipality” may serve on

The Hoboken City Council’s ap-
pointment Monday of Eugene Drayton
as a commissioner on the seven-mem-
ber Housing Authority may not be
legal, officials warned yesterday.

Drayton, a police officer and
member of the local school board, was
appointed to a five year term by a 6-to-
2 vote. He replaces Clayton Anderson,
whose term had expired.

The city’s Law Department said
that Drayton’s appointment violates a
state law which prohibits having more
than one municipal employee on the
board of commissioners.

Under the statute, NJSA 55:14-6,
“not more than one officer or employ-

SHOW GOES ON

the commission. Edwin Duroy, an ele-
mentary school teacher and City
Council member, has two years re-
maining on his term as a
commissioner.

“The law in this instance seems
very clear,” said assistant city attor-
ney Thomas Calligy. “Both Duroy and
Drayton are employed by the city and
they can't serve on the Housing Au-
thority unless one of them resigns his
municipal job.”

Plans to swear Drayton in yester-
day as a commissioner were put on
hold pending an official determina-
tion of his status.

The appointment marks the sec-
ond time in two years Housing Author-

Staff Writer

rade tomorrow in Ma
has a full jtinerary.

HOBOKEN—Manfred Bass,
the architect of the legendary
Macty's Thanksgiving Day Pa-
nhattan,

can't deliver it in 30 days.”
X

s appointmen

ity commissioners have become em-
broiled in a dispute over municipal
job holders. In 1985, a controversy
erupted when two members of the City
Council served on the Housing Au-
thority at the same time.

Commissioner Angelo Valente
was appointed to the vacant Sixth
Ward council seat while First Ward
Councilman Anthony Romano served
as the council’s deligate on the
authority.

The dispute, however, became
moot within weeks when Valente lost
a bid to retain the council seat, leav-
ing Romano as the only city employee
on the authority.

Yesterday, neither Drayton nor
City Council President Pat Pasculli

were available to comment on the
appointment. Duroy was also not
available for comment concerning re-
ports that he would step down from
his seat on the authority.

The appointment was supported
by Pasculli, Duroy and council mem-
bers Robert Ranieri, Steve Cappiello,
Dave Roberts and E. Norman Wilson.

Councilmen Joe Della Fave and
Thomas Newman opposed the ap-
pointment. Councilwoman Helen Cun-
ning, who unsuccessfully nominated
another person for the post, left the
meeting before the vote.

Drayton is the second person this
month to be appointed to a term on the
authority. Mayor Thomas Vezzetti ap-
pointed Felix Rivera, a Port Authority

B
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Macy's parade boss gets set

All-night task to
prepare 30 floats

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

He's got a telephone interview
in ten minutes, a reporter stand-
ing in front of him now and — not
the least of his worries — some
30 mammoth floats that have to
be packaged and driven to

rade’s floats in his studio on
willow Avenueand 15th St. since
1960, wants everyone to know
that the parade’s the thing.

“That's not important,” he
says of his 27-year record. *“The
parade has been going since
1927. It's the longest-running
show on Broadway.”

Bass and his crew of 20 will
spend today packing up the
floats for a midnight run
through a closed-off tube of the
Lincoln Tunnel tonight.

The floats — including a
Peanuts ice rink, an American
Indian, Spiderman, Snoopy and
the traditional Santa Claus —

Manhattan in the next 48 hours.
But Bass, who has built the pa-

AMW&.M’:WMPMMmd

Manhattan.

will be driven to the American

Museum of Natural History on

Central Park West, where Bass

andcomp.nywillwm-kallnight

to get them ready for tomorrow
ing’s start.

through

Hoboken yesterday on the way to

LISA BAUSO SPECIAL TO THE HUDSON DISPATCH

Manhattan, requiring a total of
109,000 cubic feet of helium and
2,500 Macy’s employees to keep
the whole thing going. And, Bass
points out, his work will continue
ghroogh the parade and after it

is over.
“When the last unit, Santa

Claus, is assembled, the first
unit is already being dis-
mantled,” he says.

And does Bass ever get tired
of his job?

He cracks a smile and an-
swers: “Why get tired?”

Fast mjpfvﬂg/ijjgyvarté arson attempt

By Dominick Calicchio

A quick-thinking tenant
saved his Hoboken home Sun-
day from becoming the latest
entry in the city’s grim history
of arson fires

Before city firefighters
could arrive at 333 Jefferson
st.. fourth-floor resident Frank
Rossano raced down the stairs
and stomped out a fire burning
in the building’s vestibule at
midnight

Hoboken police and fire of-
ficials said some newspapers
and old books in the hallway

o0ssano,29, a construction
worker, said it was the first fire
he could recall after living in
the building for seven years.

“My daughter, Michele,
smelled smoke in the hall and 1
started searching around,
knocking on people’s doors,”
Rossano said.

Moments later Rossano de-
termined where the smoke was
coming from and ran down the
stairs, he said.

«It was real cold out and
the wind came in and blew the
ashes in the hall.

«§o | went over and started

i books out the

door.” he said. Burn marks on
the vestibule floor and on the
bottom of the building’s inside
front door were still visible
yesterday.

Rossano said seven fam-
ilies live in the building, with
one apartment vacant since
last month.

The building was recently
purchased by Ray Fiore, a Ho-
boken realtor.

Fiore said yesterday that
police and fire officials did not
notify him about the fire

The Jefferson Street build-
ing is a rundown four-story ten-
ement, similar to other build-

ings in the city where fires —
both intentional and acciden-
tal — have started.

On Oct. 9 four people died
in an arson fire at 121 Willow
Ave.

The Hudson County’s Pros-
ecutor’s Office still has no
suspect.

Between 1978 and 1982, 28
people were killed in arson
fires in Hoboken. No suspects
were ever arrested.

In the period from 1973 to
1982, mile-square Hoboken had
more fires with 10 or more
deaths than New York or Los
Angeles.

t may not be legal

police officer, to the authority on No-
vember 2 to fill the seat occupied by
Mathew Pastore.

The council is expected to fill
Romano's vacant seat on the authority
next month. Romano submitted his
resignation to Pasculli in a letter last
week.

The commisioners are the policy
making arm of the Housing Authority,
which maintains about 1,500 federally
subsidized apartments for low income
families and senior citizens.

Five of the commissioners are ap-
pointed by the City Council, while the
other two are appointed by the mayor
and governor. Commissioners served
a five year term and do not receive a,
salary.

his housing post

Continued from Page 1
pied by Matthew Pastort
whose term had expired
Romano was
for comment on his 1¢
tion. His two-sentence lettel ol
resignation to Pasculli did nol
specify his reason for leaving
Until last vear, Romano
was considered by many to be
an influential but highly con
troversial political figure. He
served three terms as the First
Ward city councilman, while
also serving as secretary to the
Board of Education. He was
also an unsuccessful mayoral
candidate in 1977 against then
incumbent Steve Cappiello
Romano abruptly resigned
from the council in January
1986 amidst reports he had
moved out of the ward, and
resigned from the school board
a year later
Last month, the council
stripped the Housing Authority
of redevelopment powers in an
effort to speed up a plan 1o
develop several parcels of cit}
owned land along Observer
Highway between Garden
Street and Willow Avenue
The council members ac
corded themselves redevelop
ment powers and are currently
seeking bids from developers
to construct a 450-unit apart
ment project on Observer
Highway
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Council may fund

agency that state
deemed unworthy

By Bill Campbell

2T ///75/ 8>

The Hoboken City Council is ex i

2 ; yC xpected to authorize the use of
l(')é_al ta)fpayer dollars to fund a controversial youth prf)g;am
which was previously denied state money for not providing

proper services.

The council next month will a '

e nt! ppropriate $15,000 from re-

t(;‘qr\des in the 1987 municipal budget to fund the embattled
iudadanos Unidos pro Nueva Accion program until the end of

the year, according to council members.

L l?UNA. whiqh has omccs at 918-920 Willow Avenue, has been
GI grd financially this year, and its executive director, Juan
arcia, has been under investigation by local and county law

enforcement agencies. .

But Council President Pat Pasculli sai i

o ¢ >Si § i said he has authorized
glt‘y B.uslness Admmlstrator Edwin Chius to identify rcsc:‘i'e
ite r’nrs in th'e mumqnpal budget which could then be transferred to
pay for CUNA activities. Councilman Robert Ranieri said he will

sponsor the resolution to fund the group.

CUNA, which received a six-month $15.000 grant frc
Hoboken Community Development Agency in I\%arch ﬁ;fa'f ::(l»(;
recenved»fundmg since August, according to Garcia. ‘ .

Garcia has been lobbying the council for more than a month
to fund his program, and last week he presented the council a
petition with more than 2,700 signatures of residents who he said

support the program.

The organization became the center of controversy las

gebruary when the group was denied an $18,394 grant by the stm(!

epartment qf Cqmmumty Affairs and a $56,559 matching grant

by the state Dl\'lS!On of Youth and Family Services for “offering a
low level of service,” according to a DCA spokesman.

Garcia, who says he is an active Democrat, said the decision

to halt state funds was a political move by the Republican

administration in Trenton.

This summer, after receivin . 3 i

T I rec g the CDA grant, Garcia became
"}e 'tlargrzet of an investigation by local police for possible misuse
of the funds when it was discovered that he lived in the CUNA

headquarters.

Garcia, who was convicted in the past on ses of > &
n:rl"lcotl(“srpossession. said he lives at ‘t)he (‘l'lg'}:\a‘r‘::)Ab(z"ar\;?at)l(ladbrig
2(1' our_s ‘li day to the cqmr‘numty." He denied his residing in the
o ice vio _ated the terms of the grant and said his past convictions

hol};’)]rne in talkmg 3() the kids and dealing with their problems.”
" tdtm t_(;]fun'd ( 'L‘NA drew \‘sharp criticism from Mayor Thomas
ezzetti who vowed to do “anything I can” to prevent the

allocation of city funds for the program.

“I think it’s totally unfair to stri :

1 ) y unf strip the city budget to pay for a
{)hm;;]rq’rrr‘l ff)r Jgan Gar_c:a~ Vezzetti said. “We alread have one of
: e IL[ test-tax rates in tho'state and 1 don’t think it's fair for the
council to squander municipal funds to pay off political debts to

Garcia

= (‘l“,‘l‘{"\';*l ga_l‘do Laurie Fabiano said providing back payments
'atmr; of (“' A “"Fany inappropriate” in light of Ranieri’s investi-
g ity contracts which he claimed the administration

improperly back-dated

“How 'many sides of his mouth can Ranieri talk out of?” she

See COUNCIL — Page 10.




Council votes
]

to defy Vezzett

presses probe

By Jim Kopchains

The H
has defed the
pressed ahea
gation into :
ities involving |
moval contra

The
authorize a |
and to name
torney Fred
Serve as its spes

The membe
last month to hir¢
as a special advisor ¢
gality of paying bills «
contracts

The vote followed
debate between (
Robert Ranieri yriing the
probe, and Council Member
Thomas Newman, Joseph Dell:
Fave and Helen Cunnit
‘ opposed

Last night's vote
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti out of
the investigation. Last month,
the council had directed the
mayor to approve a personal
services contract with Woeck
ener for up to $5,000 and allow
him to begin reviewing the
contracts

Instead. Vezzetti balked
and refused to sign the con
tract, announcing that he felt
Woeckener was a poor choice
to conduct any review because
of his role in representing
Mayo Lynch Inc. in an illegal
city contract to design the city’s
secondary sewerage plant

The four contracts in ques
tion stretch over the past three
years and relate to sewage lev-
el testings and sludge removal
at the city's sewer plant The
firms involved are Ozonics Inc.,
Boswell Engineering, A.P.
Trucking Co., and Garden State
Laboratories

cound

SUP pe

[reezes

Ranieri said many of the
contracts appear to have been
signed but not dated, and that
some of the work the firms per-
formed appeared to have been
done by the firms prior to the
contracts’ approval

Each side accused the oth
er of stretching reasons to fit
personal political positions

“We have more than
enough information to warrant
a full allegation. The mayor has
refused to accept this. Call this
‘stonewalling’ if you like: 1 call
it a cover-up,” Ranieri said

“What you (Ranieri) have

done is take a simple matter of

procedures and inflate it to
your purposes to create a
‘Sludge-gate,” here,” Newman
said.

“In my mind there appears

Asbe

o s
By Bill Campbell 0l e /€ 5
o e 4

The Hoboken 'Board of
Education hopes to launch an
asbestos-removal program at
yrandt School by next spring,
nearly two years after the car
cinogenic fiber was detected
there, officials said vesterday

And it is expected to touch
off a probe of a $100.000 con-
tract awarded six years ago for
removal of asbestos from the
school

The board is expected to
begin removing the asbestos
from the grammar school at
Ninth and Garden streets dur
ing the Easter recess in April
<aid school board Busing A A
ministrator Anthony Curko

J

government

ernment

within
operating in this
Ranieri said, explaining
that he believed individual di
rectors make deals and sign

ontracts without seeking
council approval

Both city attorney William
Graves and Director of Publi«
Works Roy Haack, answered
guestions from council mem
bers, explaining that the work
vas based on previous con
tracts and personal services
agreements rather than the
new contracts

After the vote, the council
voted down a resolution, by 6
to-3. that would have directed
Graves to investigate whether
Woeckener and his wife, Doris
Palumbo. should be held re
ponsible for fines of up 10
$10,000 for violating the citys
disclosure laws regarding zon
ing variance applications

Newman, who sponsored
the resolution, said he was
prompted by a decision by Su
perior Court Judge Dorothea
O'C.Wefing that said Palumbo
was not correctly identified by
developers Daniel Gans and
George Vallone as a 10 percent
owner of a housing develop-
ment proposed for 16th Street

In the decision, Wefing
said the variance applicants
could be fined anywhere from
$1.000 to $10.000 for the infrac
tion. Wefing did not call for any
action against the developers
because she said the omission
was not meant for malicious
purpose.

Woeckener said he be-
lieved the resolution was de-
signed to place him in a possi-
ble conflict-of-interest
situation with the council.
Newman denied this, saying,
“If the council wants to keep
everything proper, it should be
willing to investigate any no-
tice of impropriety, including
this decision.”
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Special coatings make this holi-
day snow scene sparkle like the
real thing.

parade m

ng with miihons ot
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structeaq it
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Macvy's studio In an uptown Ho
boken wi by Bass

carpentel

and

and

re nouse

20 artists

other

Bass
York

Design

attended
Phoenix School of
ioined the studio In
1960 after spending two years
culpting monuments in the
service at the Infantry Museum
n Fort Benning

He said he likes putting to
ether the Thanksgiving pa
rade because it allows him 1o
spe( ial moments

A parade 1is special
event. It's done on a very spe
cial using all the ele
ments of fantasy that make up a
parade.” he said last week as
workers put the finishing
touches on floats such as the
Marvel Universe, featuring
characters from the popular
caomic book series

As an example, he pointed
to the Peanuts ice rink, a float
with a Teflon rink with snow
laden trees, icicles and a snow-
man for a backdrop.

“When you look out the
window at the first snow of the
year, the snow sparkles, and as
we grow older we all have those
precious, special moments We
try to capture them,” Bass said
“It's like looking through a
stained-glass window the
color is a little different for all
of us.”

Bass is excited about the
ice rink, which will make its
debut Thursday with Jill
Schulz, daughter of Peanuts
comic strip ecreator, Charles
Schulz, on skates

Like all the floats, it is con-
structed of fiberglass and steel
and painted in bright colors.
The floats also are collapsible
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The Maxwell House Coffee plant,

ONCE-PROUD PLANT FALLS INTO

L MAY G

a fixture on the Hoboken waterfront since 1939, may close.

LY oy
By JUDY TEMES
Business Writer

more than 2,000 people.

HOBOKEN—It's been said that long-
time city residents can tell the weather
just by sniffing the air. If you can smell
the coffee, be prepared for rain.

A constant, like the weather, the Max-
well House plant has been a staple of the
community here since it was built in 1939.

on top

facturing facilities here.
With coffee sales

At its peak in the early 1960s, it employed

At one time, the coffee cup that glows
of the huge plant represented a
symbol of industrial might in Hudson
County. But this institution on the water-
front may now go the way of other manu-

lagging, and costs
high, executives are considering shutting

FILE PHOTO

avoid that fate.

considered the

stos won't quit
Ed board still trying

That discovery, confirmed

by the Hoboken Health Depart-
ment and the Hudson County

down the plant, although labor and man-
agement are working hard to cut costs to

The plant was built in 1939 as part of a
move from Brooklyn, said plant manager
Frank Meegan. For many years, it was

to clean up Brandt

The state Department of
Health is expected to release a
report on its inspection of the
Brandt School as well as the
city's seven other elementary
schools by the end of the
month

A state pepartment of
Health inspector unofficially
confirmed the presence of the
fiber at Brandt during the in
spection, Curko said. He said
there is no evidence that asbes-

tos exists inm any of the other
schools.

Asbestos was discovered in
several classrooms, hallways
and the boiler room at Brandt
in April of 1986 after the build-
ing was inspected by a private
environmental consulting firm.

The substance was also lo-
cated in air vents leading to
classrooms, the nurse's office
and the basement, school offi-
cials said

Regional Health Commission,
was made nearly two years af-
ter the board declared the
city’s grammar schools asbes-
tos-free.

At least one member of the
Board of Education said he will
ask other trustees to investi-
gate previous asbestos-remov-
al contracts awarded by the
board, including a $100,000
contract in 1981 to remove the
material from Brandt.

&chool officials said they
delayed removing asbestos
from Brandt this year to enable

See ED BOARD — Page: 12.
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The balleons, up to 100 feet
start with

L hnuxv a

long and 35 feet wide
a crealive
subiect

meeling o
isually a
character
lueprint and clay mod

used to guide workers
as they lay out urethane< oated
nylon on tables and
cul pieces of material that are
sealed together to create up to
30 chambers in one balloon

Artists then hand-paint the
balloons, the chambers of
which are filled with helium on
parade day

Spider-Man and Snoopy
will make their debuts in the
61st annual parade, and an old
favorite, Kermit the frog, will
make his 11th appearance

“‘The only thing that can go
wrong is the weather,
said

High winds make it diffi-
cult for the 25 to 40 people
assigned to maneuver each
balloon

“Other than the weather,
the biggest challenge is getting
everything assembled and then
putting it all away,” Bass said.

More than 2,500 Macy's em-
ployees participate in the pa-
rade, from handling balloons to
driving Moats. Fourteen march-
ing bands from across the coun-
try also will take part this year.

Bass and others will begin
transporting the floats and bal-
loons to New York City tomor-
row, the night before
Thanksgiving.

“] set up the whole pa-
rade.” said Bass, adding that
after the Santa Claus float —
always the last — begins to roll,
he hurries to the end of the
route to dismantle the tradi
tional parade beginning, the
turkey float.

“And after it’s all over, I go
home and collapse. My wife is
very good about it. She doesn’t
know . Thanksgiving as a holi-
day,” Bass said.

“The next day, the ham-

storybook or
cartoon

A |
els are

massive
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This Cabbage Patch couple will surely delight many young spectators at the annval Macy's

mers begin again.”

Bass said he already has a
float for next year on the draw-
ing table
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sales cited

as 800 face job loss

By JUDY TEMES
Business Writer

HOBOKEN—Lagging coffee
sales and high production costs
are making the shut-down of the
Maxwell House coffee plant here
a possibility, the plant’s man-
ager declosed yesterday.

If the plant closes, more than
800 people could lose their jobs.
It also would represent a devas-
tating blow to the local econo-
my, which has come to depend
on the blue-collar jobs here since
1939.

The plant’s management will
decide in the next month if a
cost-cutting strategy can help
keep the operation going. If not,
a phase-out will be announced
by Dec. 1, said plant manager
Frank Meegan.

Talk of closing the Maxwell
House plant is not new. Accord-
ing to city Business Adminis-
trator Edwin Chius, the rumors
surface periodically when the
union, which represents plant

employees, begins contract ne-
gotiations.

A three-year contract is due to
expire in April for members of
Local 56 of the United Food and
Commercial Workers.

But a union representative
said yesterday that the shut-
down option is being weighed
more seriously this time.

“The rumor of a shut-down
has been there for years,” said
Charles Volk, a business agent
for Local 56. *‘But with the pres-
ent situation, it’s a serious con-
sideration. Demand (for coffee)
has fallen off steadily — that’s
not new. But if it keeps falling, it
will be critical. The need to
change is critical.”

Early last month, the plant
began a strategy to cut costs and
improve efficiency. Meegan

Please see MAXWELL Page 6

DECLINE

Production peaked in the 1960s, when
the plant produced more coffee than the

three Maxwell House plants in the coun-

world’s largest coffee

Ed board

Continued from Page 1

state health officials to inspeet
all schools in the district. How-
ever, the board decided the
problem did not warrant clos-
ing the building.

Local and county health of-
ficials required schoel admin-
istrators to contain the areas
where asbestos was found, in-
cluding the air vents. Last
month, the, board hired a con-
tractor to wet mop and vacuum
asbestos in several rooms at
Brandt

Curko said U.S. Testing of
Hoboken later tested air sam

try combined. At that time, the plant
made mostly regular coffee. As tastes
changed, it concentrated more on decaf-
finated coffee, then the freeze-dried vari-
plant. Some oldtimers are still proud to ety
call it that, although the phrase probably
no longer applies, Meegan said.

it. was the freeze in Brazil during the

Please see PLANT Page 6

tries to rid Brandt of asbestos .

ples in the building and deter-
mined quality to meet mini-
mum safety standards

“We hope to gooutto bid on
asbestos removal at Brandt by
March, depending on how
quickly the state releases its
report on the schools,” Curko
said. Officials from the state
Department of Health were not
available to comment on the
lll.\}\l‘l'llln\

Curko said two other pri-
vate firms were surveying the
schools In conjunction with the
inspectors. The board
receive matching funds

state

may

Thanksgiving Day Parade.

-

school board members,”
trustee Perry Belfiore.

MAXWELL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said he will know enough about

| that strategy to make a decision

by Dec. 1.

Part of that strategy is to
eliminate jobs without layoffs.
About 30 jobs will be cut through
attrition, Meegan said. The un-
ion is considering several early
retirement packages that would
give older workers an incentive
to leave. Management also

lans to reduce processing from

our to three shifts, while in-
creasing the output per person.

If the Hoboken plant can
streamline costs, there is a
chance it can draw work from
three other Maxwell House fac-
tories nationwide, Meegan said,
improving its chances for long-
term survival.

There are benefits to keeping
the plant open, Meegan
stressed. It is the only Maxwell

' House plant in the Northeast,

where the company sells 60
percent of its product. General
Foods Corp., which owns Max-
well House, has also invested a
substantial amount of money in
new machinery in Hoboken.

The company has plants in
Jacksonville, Fla., Houston and
San Leandro, Calif.

If the company were to shut
and sell the plant, it would not
recoup nearly as much for its
real estate value, as has been in-
vested here, Meegan said. He
noted that the real estate value
— probably up to $10 million — is
not a factor in the decision.

Coffee consumption has de-
clined significantly in the United
States, especially in the last few

PLANT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

years, sccording to the National
Coffee Association in New York.
Twenty years ago, the average
person consumed 284 cups of
coffee each day. Now, that’s
down to 1.76. Consumption
peaked in 1962, when it hovered
around 3.12, according to the as-
sociation.

The $5 billion industry re-
mains healthy overall, said John
Adinolfi of the association. Ag-

te demand for coffee today
is about the same as 20 years
ago, he said, since the popu-
lation is growing.

A spokesman for General
Foods in White Plains, N.Y,
said the shut-down is being con-
sidered seriously, but added that
the company's goal is to try to
keep the plant open.

“The caveat is that we must
increase productivity,’’ said the
spokesman, Peter Acley.
“There is a good chance that we
will be able to keep it open.”

Volk said the union is working
with management to arrive at a
solution that both sides can ac-
cept. Although workers are will-
ing to accept changes on the
g:oduction line, wages and give-

cks are not an issue thus far,
he said.

“I am optimistic,” Volk said.
“If we can come to a mutually
agreeable solution, the plant can
survive.”

“There is a serious problem
facing us,”’ added George
Murphy who heads safety and
engineering for the plant. “We
have to face it, and I think we
can face it.”’

170s that killed the coffee market.
As prices increased drastically,
people cut back on consum R
hitting the plant here 1
Production volume has since
been on the down grades,
Meegan said.

Changing tastes also are re-
sponsible for the decline. People
are more careful about their eat-
ing and drinking habits today,
consuming only about half the
coffee they drank 20 years ago.

At the same time, the Maxwell
House plant here is the most ex-
pensive to maintain, Meegan
said. Three others — in Jack-
sonville, Fla., Houston and San

from the state to pay for remov-
al, he said.

The board will remove as- p
bestos

schools
state inspection detects the
presence

Curko said.

other grammar
summer if the

from
next

of the material,

School officials and many

board members have defended
the policy of keeping Brant
school open by calling the as-
bestos problem minor. “The as-
bestos issue is only important

and
said

those in the media

this past fall has passed as most
arents seem to realize there is
no danger
Our job as {rustees 1S to now
insure that-the
moved,” he said.

Leandro, Calif., — all have low-
er utility and labor costs, mak-
ing them more efficient to oper-
ate, he said.

A cost-cutting program now in
place is intended to make the
plant competitive with its sister
plants elsewhere, Meegan
added. If the program works,
coffee production could be di-
verted here. If not, the plant will

be phased out of operation.

As one of the largest tax-
payers here, the plant paid
almost $1 million in taxes to the
city last year on property valued
at $4.4 million.
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“The general hysteria of
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inside the school.
asbestos 1S re-

Asbestos is a mineral that

was used as insulation in many
older buildings
terial
small fibers can easily become
airborne

When the ma-

begins to decompose,

officials have

Health

linked an accumulation Of as
bestos in human lung
cancel

to lung
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Hoboken will soon implement the first phase of an
industrial pre-treatment program aimed at prevent-
ing businesses from dumping hazardous chemicals

into the city sewage sysetem.

Hoboken, whose plant
serves Weehawken and Union
City, 18 mandated by the state
Department of Environmental
Protection to develop an indus-
trial pre-treatment program
within two years.

The city has authorized
Boswell Engineers of New Jer-
sey to require firms from Hobo-
ken, Weehawken and Union
City to supply lists of industrial
chemicals discharged into the
sewerage district.

By next summer, engineers
will attempt to verify the data
to determine which industries
must pre-treat their sewage be-
fore flushing it into the system.

Currently, the city has no
safeguards to prevent indus-
tries from discharging harmful
or hazardous chemicals into
the system, said Public Works
Director Roy Haack.

The 35-year-old sewage
treatment plant on 16th and
Adams streets has been
plagued with chronic opera-
tional problems over the years,
and a federal Environmental
Protection Agency inspector
last December called the facili-
ty “the worst case scenario I've
ever seen.”

The inspector criticized
the city for the lack of an indus-
trial prc-troalmont program,
saying that the sewage dis-
charged into the Hudson River
was usually either black or
dark brown.

“This is a situation which is
particularly bad in just about
every industrial city,” said
Haack. “There has never been
enforcement of sewage dis-
charge.”

He said the statewide in-
dustrial pre-treatment pro-
gram must be implemented in
all municipalities by the end of
the decade, but Hoboken must
develop its plan before the
treatment plant is upgraded
and fully operational in 1989.

“There are about 150 items,
ranging from organic waste to
heavy metals, which the state
says must be pre-treated by in-
dustry before they are dis-
charged into the system,” said
Neil Sullivan, who operates the
city’s treatment facility.

«Boswell will be putting to-
gether a preliminary list of
business we should talk to to
determine ways of preventing
harmful chemicals from reach-
ing the plant,” he said.

Last summer, the City
Council passed an ordinance
authorizing the development of
a prc4realmonl program, and
the city has already met sever-
al times with representatives
from various industries, Haack
said. He said the next meeting
is scheduled for Dec. 3

Drayton sworn
as commissioner of ¥

By Bill Campbell

Controversial Hoboken activist Eugene Dr_ayton {
was sworn in as a commissioner of .the mu_mcxpgl 1%
Housing Authority in private ceremonies earlier this

week, despite warnings from
city attorneys that the appoint-
ment is illegal

Drayton, who was appoint-
ed to the seven-member au-
thority by the City Council last
week, was sworn in to the post
Tuesday.

Plans to swear Drayton in
last week were put on hold af-
ter legal questions surfaced
over Drayton’s standing on the
authority. State law prohibits
more than one city employee or
officer from serving on the
board of commissioners.

City attorneys are contend-
ing that Drayton, who is a Ho-
boken police officer and mem-
ber of the Board of Education,
cannot sit on the commission
because Edwin Duroy, a city
councilman, is also on the
board.

Their opinion is supported
by the authority’s attorney who,
in a letter to City Council Presi-
dent Pat Pasculli, argued the
appointment violates state law.

The law states that “not
more than one officer or em-
ployee of the municipality”
may serve on the commission.
Duroy, who is also an elemen-
tary school principal, has four
years remaining on his term.

According to pasculli, the
council will ask the federal De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development to make a
determination of Drayton’s
standing.

“If the appoimmcnt is in
violation of the law, we'll re:
cind it,” pasculli said.

Drayton was not available
for comment on the appoint-
ment nor was Housing Author-
ity Executive Director Dominic
Gallo whose offices were
closed for the Thanksgiving
holiday.

However, Drayton's attor-
ney, former Hoboken Law Di-
rector Salvatore D'Amelio Jr.,
issued a memo to the council
last week claiming the appoint-
ment to be valid. D’Amelio said
that Drayton’s position as a po-
lice officer makes him a public
officer,not a municipal officer.

Nonetheless, both Hobo
ken Law Director Wwilliam
Graves and Assistant City At
torney Thomas Calligy are ar
guing that state law clearly de
fines police officers and fire
fighters as municipal employ-
ees. Graves further maintains
that under the state’s docterine
of incompatability, Drayton
may have to leave the police
department if he insists on
holding his seat on the
authority.
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‘] believe that we Dow
thought-outl ordinance which

challenge,”’ Vezzetti
statement. He added that he we

from City Council mem
pates bipartisan support.

fter some revision The

proposal also will require the a

Planning Board because the ordinance would
amend the city’'s zoning laws. Both bodies are €x-
pected (o review the inclusionary ordinance this
week

““There’s no question
said Ira Karasick, an attorney here
draft the ordinance. “The question is. what will
‘it’ be?”

At the heart of the proposal isa requirement for
all developers of residential projects with five or
more units to provide 10 percent of them for af-
fordable housing. The ordinance allows de-
velopers to ask the board for permission to pro-
vide the units away from the site of the project
However, the developers would have to make 15
percent of the units affordable if they are built off-
site.

Additionally, developers may ask board per-

able housing pla

R ———

;mssnon to pay a fee in lieu of constructing af-
ordable units The fee, according to officials,  ing " he said. He added that the wat

s most lucrative
the city should extract the highes

wouid be about $10,000 a unit
The ordinance would be the first

require construction of affordable units. West

New York has a law requiring

;’e\opers to make a cash contribution to an af-
ordable-housing fund, and Jersey City en

courages developers to contribute

untary fund. A stronger ordinance will be sub-

mitted to the Jersey City Council
months, according to Councilman

Hoboken Councilman David Roberts, who is

seen as a firm supporter of dev

said he would support the ordinance if changes

could be made in certain areas.
Roberts took exception to an

vision that requires waterfront projects to include
at least half of the affordable units to be built, on-

Site.
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f;:ve
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sents the city’

in the county to

reven
waterfront de- e

to a similar vol-

in the next two
George Aviles.

elopment here,

ordinance pro-
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0/ 87
“That & not the place to put jow-income hous-

n ready

;. and said
{ possible tax
it.

Mayoral aide Laurie Fabiano said it is to0 early
to speculate on the results of pegotiations on the
ordinance But she said the administration s
“absolutely’”” willing to negotiate, and call
waterfron{ provision negotiable.

Roberts said he does not expect a
over the ordinance

Councilman Joseph Della Fave. 2 strident Oppo
nent of ‘“‘over-development”
tration supporter, agreed with R
ordinance will gain passage ; .

“The final version is the only question that s
left.” Della Fave said. “1 don't anticipate a dif-

partisan fight

dminms-
hat the

ficult procedure at all.”

Creation of fantasy
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By Dominick Calicchio

- A visit to the Macy's Spe-
cial Production Studio in Ho-
boken is an education in the
boundary between fantasy and
reality.

The studio, a huge, gray
warehouse at the corner of 15th
Street and Willow Ave., is
where painters, carpenters,
sculptors and other craftsman
work year-round to prepare for
Macy’s annual Thanksgiving
Day Parade in Manhattan.

A first-time visitor is at ini-
tially awed watching massive
floats being constructed and
decorated.

But looking at the workers’
faces, intent in their task, and
listening to the hammering, the
sawing and the welding, brings
home this isn’t all just fun and
games.

Reminders of the real
world of facts and rules are
posted throughout the
warehouse:

“Danger. Do not watch arch
welder at work. The light may
blind you.™ .

“All guards must be kept
on saws and machines.”

“Do not use materials or
liquids without understanding
them. Read labels. Ask ques-
tions first. Think.” ’

“Nobody’s irresponsible,”
said chief designer Manfred
Bass of his 30-person crew.
“You can't be in this business.”

“We're all careful, espe-
cially with people walking
around all day. You'd have an
accident just like that if you
weren't.”

~Bass has been running

things in Hoboken for the
Macy's parade for almost 30
years. He says the work usually
bogins the day after Thanksgiv-
ing, when planners are already
pondering the next year’s
parade.

Like every year, this year's
parade features participation
from the students faculty and
alumni of Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken.

Volunteers come primarily
from “GrAB,” the Graduates’
Activities Board at Stevens.

Former GrAB President,
Dr. Michael Murphy, said
building the floats and helping
launch the balloons is some-
thing Stevens has been in-
volved in for about 20 years.

“It’s done for the fun of it,”
he said. “When you actually get

Charlie Walsh adjusts the

'!n .lhore and do some work on
it, it's incredible. I think it’s not
oﬂ.eq the average person gets
to join in on such an enormous,
national event.”

Murphy said Stevens origi-
nally got its graduate students
involved in the parade because
thcy were the students most
likely to be remaining on cam-
pus during the holidays.

It was a way to help them
avpld the holiday blahs, he
said, because the parade orga-
nizers “keep you working your
tail off.” '

! According to Bass, floats,
like this year’s skating pond
scene, often take three-to-four
months to build. But prior to
that there’s agreeing on the
idea, making thumbnail sketch-
es, renderings, models and
blueprints.

Macy's spokesman Robert

ry serious job
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spectacles on Peter Rabbit.

Metz said there’s another im-
portant consideration.

“All the floats have to ¢

\| _ ol-
lapse,” he said. “They have to
b«_~ able to fit into the entrance
of the Lincoln Tunnel.”

This Wednesday, Metz sai
all the floats and all moba:}l-
loons used in the parade will
be disassembled and tr'-&
ported through the tunnel, then
set up in Manhattan, near the
American Museum of Natural

History, where the parade be-
gins each year.

Balloons featured this year
include Snoopy, Spidor]nan
and R_(mald McDonald, he said.

Live performers will in-
clude the Oak Ridge Boys, the
Rockettes from Radio City Mu-
sic Hall and Ben Vereen.

The parade will begin at 9

a.m. Thursday at 77th Street
and Central Park West.

At left, workmen inspect Fros

in the center photo, the Mq'cyyfrﬁlcs:ocwmon, while

balloon hugs the ceiling. Above, Bri ream Cone

Amy Novelli put the finishing ouche sﬂ" Cook and
bage Patch float. on the Cab-
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JCTOR. BAR SOLI
Built about 92 years
the building located the cot
ner of Hudson Street and Hud
son Place was converu i from
tenement housing 10 a i el in
1928. From then on it served as
Hoboken nswer to Harry
Hope's place in the The
lceman Cometh The down
and-out men of the piajd
boarded in the hotel, ate
cheaply in the first-lloor TES
taurant and drank at the bal to
take the edge off heir
loneliness
Kenneth Rivara was the
gold

gruff man with the heart of
who spent most of his life run
ning the hotel. Before him, his
father, Victor, operated the ho
tel. which drew the sailors who
docked in the busy port during
the heyday of the Roaring '20s.
As years passed, nearly all of
the dozen or SO “Barbary
Coast” hotels closed, except for
the Victor and the nearby Ho-
tel Edwards. The Edwards 18
the only remaining single room
hotel left in Hoboken
Time wore down the Hotel
Victor and Rivara. He decided
to close the hotel, sell it and
retire. He and his brother and
two sisters, who jointly owned
the hotel, struck a $1.5 million
deal for the property. Yet even
after the closing of the sale on
Feb. 7, 1986, he still thought
about the men who were forced
to leave the hotel. Rivara, who
was granted use of the vacant
building, went there almost ev-
ery day to talk to men who
vould stop in to see him and
set their checks cashed
This year the Iceman came
'or Rivara. When he died at age
49 last August, the era of the
Hotel Victor was gone forever
A new one is about to hegin,
with a renovation of the build
ing for either hotel or office
space.

Ghosts Of The Past

Inside the Hotel Victor,
light filters through the dusty
windows in the late afternoon,
casting an unkind glare on the
chipped brown paint of the
walls. The room is musty, and
faded like a letter left in the
sun too long. Window panels
with stained glass coats of arms
add shadows and color to the

'oor. :

The hand-lettered menu
above the grill is yellowed and
splotched with stains. It lists
the price of hot dogs at $1, ham-
burgers at $1.25, along with the
prices of other sandwiches.
The counter and a few scat-
tered metal tables are covered

with pale green formica

The wear of the years is
written throughout the room, in
the chipped away areas of the
concrete floor, the layers of old
paint coated last by institution-
al dark brown about 6 feet up
the walls and columns, a mus-
tard yellow up to the ceiling.
The ornate tin ceiling is also
brown.

main, small
shelves in the corners for dis
play of liquor bottles

ships. told raunchy jokes an

memory, who eked out the

ing greasy lunches at

at the lone table

members that the bar and gr
attracted people througho
the community up to the time

of-the-century playwrig
Christopher Morley was fond

But the dark wood of the
bar shows the most wear The
boards of the footrest are

littered with gouges The origi-
nal cabinetry and mirrors re-
three-tiered

If the building could re-
member. . . perhaps it would
recall the tales that '20s-era
seamen told in the har, charac-
ters like those in O'Neill's play
«“Anna Christie.” O'Neill’s sail-
ors spun stories of how they
battled the elements In their

talked longingly about their
distant families. More likely,
the howel would conjure up

ghosts of the men 1n recent

existence within its walls, eat-
the
counter or playing pool games

Despite its rundown state,
local historian Jim Hans re

closed, including intellectxals
who liked to drink there and
watch the steady stream of peo-
ple passing In front of the pic-
ture windows. Hans says turn-

ersey Jovrnve/
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Hotel Victor May Be Renovated As Hotel

Or Costs May g\/\ake It Into A;,\))Ofﬁce Building

//ff,// > /

buillding wiii ieter
under
i sion that
ng to build conao
Hotel Victor
of PA
hat
simpiy
the limited
amount ol it does nol
make economic Sense The pre
Space will work well for a
renovated hotel or new
space. We are curre ntly
l"‘ \'.v(l

been

Lthe
avs Reynolds

yas & \‘\”1 jates

er been ithe cast
ecause with

‘»;-.}-n

send
newly
O11ce
reviewing both options
a more viable

which makes for
project
Revnolds plans 1O S ek ap
proval from the historic com
ion and city planning

miss
hoard to add two to four more

stories. Architect Dean Mar
chetto is working on designs for
the building and the account
ing firm pPannell, Kerr, Forster
is doing a marketing study on
the profitability of creating a
“houtique” hotel

if the building returns as a
hotel, it first would be gutted
Forty to 50 posh hotel suites
containing bathrooms in each §
would be created The building
now has only one bathroom to
each floor, once adequale acco-
modations for the men who
roomed there.

If the hotel became an of-
fice building, it would be reno-
vated., except for the bar. Reyn-
olds says the ground floor bar
and grill will be refurbished
and opened in any case, with a
greenhouse extended outward
four to five feet along Hudson

Street and Hudson Place.

Symbol Of An Era

The Hotel Victor apparent-

ly has no claim to literary im-
mortality through the plays of
O’'Neill, but the building has
been captured on canvas and
sketchboards by local artists.
Artist Kevin McCloskey se-
lected a drawing of the hotel,
with its sign showing proml
nently, for the cover of his
book, “Walking Around Hobo-
ken.” The pitched roofs and
decorative arches of the Victor
were rendered by local artist
Judith Watson, who had her
painting displayed in the win-
dow space of the Hudson Legal
Center on Newark Street last
September.
“As you come down Observ-

er Highway, it’s one of the first
things you see when you come
out of the tunnel,” Watson says,
adding that she immediately
was taken with the building
when she moved to Hoboken
eight years ago. “1 love the
arches and the detail work init.
There's something very almost
like Venice about them. And 1
like the strong horizontal lines.

the Victor as a drinking spot
Morley sometimes leased the
Lyric Theater next door for
productions of his plays. (The
theater, also owned by Victor
Rivara, was sold for back taxes
during the Depression and torn
down in the early '40s.)

“1 remember there was a
fellow living there who trans
lated Russian at Stevens Insti
tute.” Hans says. “He liked 1
because he didn't have to pay
much.”

Many long-time Hoboken
residents remember when the
hotel and bar were alive with
railroaders and soldiers re
turning from World War Il who
needed a place to stay while
they searched for work. During
the "70s, nearly all who stayed
there were permanent
residents.

Mayor Thomas Vezzettl re
members the Hotel Victor
through the years, especially
since his uncle Fred ran the
bar in the '20s until Victor Ri-
vara bought the building.

«1t was considered as being
for people who were poor, but
people outside of the hotel
would come there for lunch. It
was good food and economical.
I had a couple of meals there. It
was an old-fashioned type of
waterfront hotel and bar.”

The building also attracted
the interest of a major film
company that may be interest-
ed in leasing it for use in a film
starring Tom Berenger, Reyn-
olds says. The film company
plans to inspect the site soon to
see if it would work as a movie

Vezzetti, like many in town,
knew Kenneth Rivara well
“He was a very generous

location.
The Queen Anne-style
building is considered a land-
mark by members of the Hobo-
ken Historical Commission, be-
cause of its architectural
beauty and historical signifi-
cance. The building stands out
on a street lined with older
structures, despite the crack-
ing simulated stone facade, the
graffiti, the tattered green aw-
nings and layers of grime.
“This is an extremely im-
portant structure in the busi-
ness district,” says Helen Man-
ogue, chairman of the Hoboken
Historical Commission.
The eight-year-old commis-
sion. which seeks to preserve
the integrity of historical
buildings, oversees requests
for renovations or additions to
downtown buildings. The com-
mission turned down a prelimi-
nary plan for a building to be
constructed in the parking lot
next to the Hotel Victor one€
and ' years ago because it
clashed aesthetically with the
other buildings in the area.
The plan, presented by archi-
tect Jim Lindemon, called for a
24-story structure next to the
hotel that would wrap around
the back of it

person. The way he took care of
people was symbolic of the old-
style Hoboken.”

Among the people in Ri-
vara's care was Frank Siadak,
who describes himself as a re-
formed alcoholic who worked
for his keep in the hotel by
cleaning up. Siadak still works
in the hotel as one of the secu-
rity guards. He describes Ri-
vara as ‘‘our godfather.” Rent
at the hotel before it closed was
$15 a night, $90 a week.

With its similarities to Har-
ry Hope's Bar, some townspeo
ple began to believe playwright
Eugene O’Neill based his dra-
ma in the Hotel Victor. O'Neill
scholar Barbara Gelb says not,
but adds

“He took a typical old dive
where derelict people would
hang out and be as despairing
as those in ‘The leeman Com-
eoth.’ But I've never heard that
he's taken anything from loca-
tions in New Jersey — he al-
ways used New York locales.”

splintered and gray, the bar

d

ir

A Haute Hotel?

ill Developer Patrick A. Reyn

w  olds, who bought the Victor,
it had grand visions of its renova Lindemon says he is pre-
tion. He says in two to three paring plans for a scaled-down
] version of the building that

months he’ll know whether the
five-story hotel will be reincar-
nated as an upscale Hotel Vic-
tor, or instead become an office
building with space for his real
estate office The

should come before the city
planning board within amonth.
One proposal would bs for a
ht residential building with park-

ing. another would be %or an

of cost of ¥n-

office building with some
ground-lovol commercial
space and some parking.

Terry Castellano, also a
member of the historical com-
mission, says she was relieved
that the original building pro-
posal was rejected.

“(The Hotel Victor) proba-
bly, as an example of Queen
Anne architecture, is regarded
as a valuable monument and
we hope to keep it that way,”
Castellano says. “It's one of our

proudest possessions in the
district.”

Piece Of The Future

The plot of land where the
Hotel Victor stands was sur-
veyed and first owned by the
Hoboken Land and Improve-
ment Company, registered in a
deed dated May 20, 1870 in
Hudson County records. A lein
of mortagage was taken out on
the land by Nov. 1, 1890 and
construction on what is now the
Victor was completed no later
than 1895, the historical com-
land
and ‘“‘premises’ were sold to
Jennie A. Soulier on May 2,
1898. Her widower wansfered
the property to Rivara on Feb.

mission estimates. The

15, 1926.

After converting \he tene-
ment house to a hotel, \he origi-
nal Rivara added a flpurish of

| a—

formula

By Jim DeRogatis _7 o -

Hoboken Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti will propose an ordi-
nance this week that would re-
quire developers of new or re
habilitated housing to provide
alfqrdable units or cash contri-
bullons te an affordable hous-
ing trust fund.

~ The proposed rule is the
first in Hudson County that
would require uniform contri-
butions from all developers.
Jorscy City and other munici-
palities have been negotiating
a»ﬂ'm'dahlo housing contribu-
tions with each developer on a
per-project basis.

“I believe that the limited

Continued from Page 1

Hoboken residents.

A new era is about to

begin for the majestic Ho-

tel Victor in Hoboken with

the renovation of the

building for either a hotel
or office space.

mayor said.

site.

she often visited the Victor for’
ice because her bar's ice ma-
chine broke down. “Oh, you
could do so much with the
Victor.”

Manogue of the historical
commission says she would be
delighted to see the building
return to serving the communi-
ty as a hotel, particularly one
catering to overnight guests.

“Actually there’s a great
need in Hoboken for hotel
space,”’ says Manogue. “If you
have people here from out of
town it's very difficult to find a
place to stay. You usually have
to go as far out as..Jersey City
or in North Bergen.”

The hotels that lined the
streets of Hoboken disap-
peared with the creeping
spread of gentrification, except
for the tiny Edwards Hotel.
Around the corner from the
Hotel Victor, what was once
the American Hotel now con-
tains restaurants and office
space. The old Meyers Hotel, at
Third and Hudson streets, has

his own — an Art Deco style
sign on the corner of the build-
ing that reads Hotel Victor Bar
& Grill. The blue-black sign
with white lettering, outlined
with neon that has been turned
off, gives the building a sense
of'30s style that meshes with its
Victorian design.

Reynolds says he intends to remain affordable.
maintain the sign, particularly
since the bar will once again be
in operation. He envisions the
bar and grill transformed like
magic from squalor to a warm,
inviting atmosphere.

“1"d like to do a ‘Cheers’
kind of bar where people can
go without wearing a suit and
tie.” Reynolds says. He says he
also intends to have the gray
paint cleaned off the building
and have the brick repointed.
The bar would be situated in
the center of the ground floor

room, tables and chairs around
it. The wall next to where the
old bar is may be stripped
down to the bare brick for

housing projects.

front, according to

ordinance.

Vezzetti said.

Affordable

/¥ ,,?c/(.i?
propose

Affordable housing

quire all developers to provide
affordable units for longtime

“The reason we have wait-
ed so long is because we want-
ed to come up with something
that is legally sound. This is
going to stand up in court,” the

Vezzetti announced some
of the requirements of the ordi-
nance in a statement released
Friday, but he did not reveal
specifics. The full ordinance
will be presented to council
members, tenants groups, de-
velopers and the public today.
_ The “inclusionary hous-
ing” ordinance will give devel-
opers the choice of contribut-
ing 10 percent of the total
number of units of their project
for low and moderate income
housing on-site or 15 percent of
the total number of units off-

The mayor did not define
“affordable” in his statement,
but the city's request for pro-
posals for the Observer High-
way development set afford-
able rents at $695 a month for
one-bedroom units to $975 for
three-bedroom units. The
statement also avoided adress-
ing how the law would be en-
forced, or how long the afford-
able units would have to

If developers do not want
to actually build the affordable
units, they can make a cash
contribution to the city. The
funds would then be delegated
by the city for use on affordable

Cash contributions range
from $10,000 per unit city-wide
to $15,000 per unit on the water-
the

! The high cash contribution
is designed to encourage devo-
lopers to donate rental units.
“Our goal is to get develop-
ers to provide the actual units,”

The ordinance applies only

ousin

d

availability of affordable hous
ing is the most critical issue in
our efty, and indeed our re
gion,” Vezzetti said in a state-
ment. “As mavor, | have been
inundated with request for
housing

“Each day homeless people
and families on the verge of
}_)t-lng displaced come to my of-
fice desperate for assistance.
Usually we are unable to help.”

City housing advocates
ha\'(} estimated that more than
2,500 people are in need of af-
fordable housing in Hoboken.
Vezzetti pledged during the
1985 mayoral campaign to re-

9

See AFFORDABLE — Page 8.

to developers of new or reha-
bilitated housing projects.
Commercial developers are ex-
empt, although they will be ex-*
pected to contribute to an in-
frastructure improvement
fund. The city is currently de<
veloping an ordinance to estab-
lish that fund, according t0
mayoral assistant Laurie
Fabiano.

The mayor said the ordi
nance is the result of six
months’ work by Peggy Thomas
and Robert Armstrong of the
city Community Development
Agency, city attorney Maureen
Schweitzer and housing con-
sultant Ira Karasick. He added
that he will be introduce a sec-
ond ordinance that will setupa
similar formula for donating
middle-income units.

“We wanted to introduce
this now instead of waiting for
the other ordinance,” said Fa-
biano. “We believe that ordi-
nance is also important be-
cause the city is faced with
having large numbers of luxury
units and subsidized, low-in-
come units with nothing in-
between.”

But Fabiano added that the
middle-income ordinance will
be more susceptible to legal
challenges from developers be-
cause there’s no precedent for
it. She said the low-income in-
clusionary ordinance has solid
legal precedents in the state
and “should stand up to any
court challenge.”

Vezzetti said the ordinance
will be simultaneously pre-
sented to the City Council and
the Planning Board this wel
The ordinance would require
approval from both bodies to
become a part of the city's zon-
ing law. :

In an effort to gain support
from the anti-Vezzetti council,
the mayor welcomed all mem-
bers as co-Sponsors. ;

“My door is open and 1 wel-
come and value the council-
people’s input,” the mayor
said.

ambiance.

Reynolds is not alone in
wanting to see the building
preserved, whether as an office
building or as a hotel.

“It's a nice bar with the way
it's layed out,” says Joan Tori-
no. owner of Red Heads Sa-
loon. in the ground floor of the
Edwards Hotel across the
street. She said after opening
her bar about four years ago,

been renovated for
condominiums.

The Victor is one of the last
buildings of its kind in transi-
tion. To commuters passing by
on their way to jobs In New
vork and home to condos in
Hoboken, the building is a bea-
con of progress. To others, it 1s
a solitary memory of a bygone

era o



Merchants hiring cops
for the holiday season

By Bill Campbell

BJ;LAﬁXf

Shortage
may go on
forayear

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-—The Police De
partment is down more than 30
patrol officers, and it could be a
year before the posilions are
filled, the police chief warned
concerned merchants yester
day.

, A shortage of « H). police
officers is prompting some Ho
boken merchants and profes
sionals to hire off-duty cops to
patrol the central \huppn.; dis
trict during the holiday season

City officials and mer
chants(.\axd the hiring is aimed
at curbing increased juvenile
(!(‘llllqtlt’ll(') in the Washington
Street business district during
the holidays

The move is planned as a
\‘hom term effort until the City
Council can adopt budget ap
propriations for next year to
hire additional police officers.

Hoboken Advantage, a fed-

b | /
] « '
I,

2 Off-du

ty police will

patrol shopping area

erally subsidized retail assis
tance organization, and a local
merchants group will spend
about $4.000 beginning next
week to hire off-duty officers to
patrol the Washington Street
business district and other ar
x;;m. according to Don Liloia
director 0 ]
Advantage ! A
Off-duty officers will also

patrol sections of the First

Street retail district, he said

The move was announced
vesterday at a luncheon spon
sored by Hoboken Advantage
and Sixth Ward Councilman
Dave Roberts, whose ward en
compasses the midtown section
of Washington Street. Also at
tending the forum were City
Council President Pat Pasculli
Police Chief George Crimmins
and local merchants

mbelr

|
luction in police personnel
due 1o retirements which have

cut the number of street patrol
otlicers

mins, the

would be
every corner

.
esterd ay
: terday s meeting was &

rly two months ol
among council
business leaders and

w-enforcement officials

l'he private patrols were

itated by a widespread

According to Crim-
Police Department

employs 60 patrol officers al

though city hiring statutes al-
low 96

1 4
If 1| had myv way, there

a police officer on
Crimmins said

Department guidelines pro-
vide for 96 officers, but Police
Chief George Crimmins Sr. said
only 60 are employed on active
duty. He told a group of
merchants and officials yester-
day that real help with safety
problems could come only from
increased appropriations from

City Council
A v

world, just don't
hw u‘w.DC
about a d owners
two gathered
mhy at Arthur's Steak-
on Washington Street.
The business leaders, mem-
bers of Hoboken Advantage and
the Hoboken Retail Organiza-
tion, had been invited by Coun-
cilmen David Roberts and Pa-
trick Pasculli to meet with
Crimmins to discuss crime prob-

mins told
lems,

Engineer,

to rebuild i
treatment p
withdraw weighty
when the city acce
timetable for comp
plant.
CUA Execut
Crimmins Jr. to
the city risked re-
those fines —
ch $15,000 a day
s not a;r
w Director Wil- : i s vin
reed, saying the tion that the city was mo ing
was behind sched-  jg
ng for the plant’s i er an-
8 that the LMS abide by state and federal m
necessary step in

8y CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Under the threat
of millions of dollars in fines, the
City Council has approved a city
contraet for a resideat engineer
to monitor constructipnof a sew-
age treatment plant.’

The council also deferred ac-
tion on a monetary request by
Juan Garcia, who runs a con-
troversial youth program. The
council acted Wednesday night
at a meeting in City Hall.

Lawlor Matusky and Skelly,
an engineering firm from Pearl
River, N.Y., was hired to over-
see the completion of the sewage

1 eduled for 1991. The

, which was selected from a

list of six applicants by a joint

committee of the council and the

Hudson County Utulities Author-

ity, is to be paid $3.9 million for
the work.

State and federal authorities

Hoboken City Council
ht, talk with Polic
meeting at Arthur’s

Christina

council that
instatement of
which could rea
— if the contr
proved. City
liam
city already
ule in prepari
construction, a
contract was a
building the plant.

The council appr
tract despi
Councilmen
Robert A. Ranieri.

tioned the process by w

rticularly arourd the
s season, when most lo-
cal retailers do the bulk of their
business.
The business owners and
councilmen said they were con-
cerned with groups of
people congregating on
ington Street
areas, vandalizing th
and sometimes accosting cus-

and other business

have ordered the city
ts dilapidated sewage
lant, and agreed to

fines only
pted a strict
letion of the

ive Director
Id the

oved the con-
te lengthy attacks by
Steve Cappiello and
Both ques-
hich LMS
ted, and Ranieri said

there is the chance that hazard-

imen Patrick Pasculli, left, and David Roberts,
Chief George Crimmins Sr. at a luncheon
Steakhouse yesterday.

LISA BAUSO SPECIAL YO THE HUDSON DISPATCH

tomers. :

“These are people that are ar-
rested, and two days later
they're out again, they're back
out on that damn corner,” Rob-
erts said.

“1 can’t give you what I don’t
have.” Crimmins replied. He
stressed that 75 percent of his

Prease see POLICE Page 8

ctis OK'd

ous materials exist on the plant
site.

The debate grew vicious at
times. with Cappiello and fellow
Councilman J Della Fave
breaking into a rief shouting
match. The council defeated
Cappiello’s proposal to table the
contract resolution, and ap-
proved the contract by a 72
vote.

Mayoral aide Laurie Fabiano
hailed the vote as a clear indica-

forward in its fight to clean up
sewerage problems and

dates.

“Jt's a major step in comply-
ing with the state administrative
consent agreement,“ she said.
She added that the action helped
guarantee that the city will keep

awarded this fall to help finance
the new plant.

a $30 million federal grant it was

POLICE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

T o
department was on patrol duty,
and that he could not provide |
more unless he were given more
men.

The council decides how muph
money 1$ available for p‘Ol‘lCC
hiring. Two years ago, Cnm-
mins told the group, 31 officers
were hired. But moré t

ing the de rtment with only
pagtrol off?(?ers. Four of those,
Crimmins said, are on Jeave an
unavailable for duty.

The problem is compt_)unded
by the months of training re-
quired of officers after they are
hired. Crimmins said a group ©

tential police officers took a
Civil Service test in October. He

hen the ¢ :
gins debating next year's
budget, he will ask that at least
30 officers are hired from that
1 of applicants.
pol?‘ascul‘l)ipand Roberts pledged
to push for more police money In
negt year's city budget. But the
councilmen said that even if
money is appropriated. they do
not expect more officers to be
out on the street for anothert

ear.

: To help with immediate safety
concerns, Hoboken Advantage
Director Donald Liloia sgnd he
would negotiate with police un-
ions to hire off-duty officers to
patrol business areas on Wash-
ington Street. The group, headed
by 15 business leaders and pro-
fessionals, was launched by the
Community Development Agen-
cy last year to improve the busi-
ness env ironment here. _’I‘he
group must begin to fund itself
next year, when city funds run
out. S

Liloia said his organization
~ had about $3,500 to spend on off-

Continued from Page 1
«Unfortunately, 1 have no con-
trol over hiring but I'll do ev-
erything possible to increase
sibility.”

rding to Roberts, addi-
tional pat i

complaine

atmosphere on the street.
ess owners along
Washington Street maintain
that problems with disruptive
youths are centered between
h and 7th streets where more
alf-dozen fast-food res-
taurants attract the teenagers.
Last month, Crimmins
p police visibility by
flicers to patrol the

d Stevens Park to the
¢ast and Church Square Park

to the west. .
Although Crimmins said he

Council

5J. /R

By Earl Morgan

Hoboken City Council last night
delayed action on Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti’s affordable housing plan,
despite his plan for immediate con-
sideration of the controversial

. proposal.

They placed the measure on its
agenda for a 30-day review.

It is designed to require develop-
ers to provide affordable housing, or
contribute to a trust fund for such
housing.

In other business, Councilman

9!9ys action on affordable

Steve Cappiellio tried unsuccessful-
ly to block a $3.9 million contract for
tho residential engineering firm
hired to oversee the construction of a
secondary sewage treatment plant in
the city.

Cappiellio told his colleagues
lhat_ he did not believe the city is
getting the best deal it can in hiring
the firm of Lawler, Matusky and
S_kolly as the resident engineering
firm for the approximately $100 mil-
lion treatment plant project.

l_lc suggested a resolution to hire
the firm be tabled, but by a vote of 7-2

duty golice protection.

the council approved the contract
with Councilmen Robert Ranieri
and Cap_piellioo voting against it.

Ran.leri and Cappiellio contend-
ed the firm, that was acutally select-
ed by the Hudson County Utilities
Authority that will actually have
charge of the treatment project, did
not negotiate the best price.

Ranieri read a list of regulations
that said illustrated overpayments
L.M.S could receive under the
contract.

But officials of the Hudson Coun-
ty Utilities Authority, who were at

Christmas.
rols are essential

said.
disruptive business

my, he said.

ded by 5th and Tth

the meeting, said Ranieri read the
wrong regulations pertaining to the
profit the engineers are allowed to
make.

HCUA officials and the city's
corporation counsel Bill Graves, re-
minded the council that the city
faces stiff fines from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection if
it delays in initiating construction of
the treatment plant.

In asking for the introduction of
the affordable housing ordinance
Vezzetti told the council “many peo-
ple in Hoboken are still struggling to

housing

find decent, affordable housi
this ordinance is an attemptstl(';%r:r:g
assist these people. My only regret is
that I could not get it to you soonef
Ic\laow thtat it is ready I hope that we
n act on it itious

e as expeditiously as

Developers and real es i -
ests in the city have exprestsaetg :)r;)t:):(l)‘
sition to the measure and last night
formpr Hoboken Board of Realtors
president William J. Stack ad-
dressed the board and asked that
developers and real estate people
have some input on the ordinance. |

s

Crimmins sai
prohibit the merc
hiring less costly night watch-
men to perform patrol duties in
the business districts. The law
requires special police officers
to undergo 240 hours of train- The
ing at a certified police acade- trod

Merchants hire cops
for holiday season

could not guarantee post offi-
cers every night, he said mem-
bers of the department would
be assigned to work mandatory Mayor
overtime in the week before
Hoboken Advantage will
along Washington Street to contribute $3,500 to hire off-
combat vandalism and public
drinking by local youths. Sever-
s owners in the area
d that the youths are

duty officers, Liloia said. A lo-
cal retail organization has con-

tributed $500 for the effort, he

d state laws
hants from

Pasculli said he will press
the council next year to appro-
priating funding for police hir-
ing. The council last year ap-
proved a table of organization
in the department and the
number of patrol officers is
two-thirds of capacity.

See MERCHANTS
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Housing

By CHRIST
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
is ex] in considering
a complex affordable-housing
plan and refuse funding for a
controversial youth program
tomorrow at a meeting at City

was unveiled yesterday by
Thomas F. Vezzetti, who
is asking the council to require
that developers of housing set
aside a tage of units as
“affordable.”

As it stands now, the proposal
| requires dev to provide

of units as affordable housing.
Developers may ask the Plan-
ning Board for certain exemp-
tions, such as off-site affordable
units or paying cash instead of
building the units.
] will be in-
tomorrow for a 30-day
review period. Negotiations are
expected to begin today between
. Vezzetti, administration of-
ficials and council President Pa-
trick Pasculli over specific com-
of the ordinance. After
theso:au{l.aeom romise pro-
posal be i uced for the
council’'s approval.
to the proposal in
its current incarnation, af-
fordable units will be rented at
no more than 30 percent of the
tenant's gross income. If the
units are sold, the mortage
payments must not exceed 28
percent of the own;a;‘s incg:\e.
Dcwlm would not al-
Jowed to build more than half of
the affordable units off-site if the
ject is built on the water-

Also tomorrow night, the
council is to vote on a
‘ m to fund Citizens United
Action, a cl:m.t,rovetc'}sial
youth;o‘nmrun y Juan Gar-
cia. measure is not on the
agenda, but City Hall officials
said Councilman Edwin Duroy
would introduce a resolution to
fund the organization.
Duroy could not be reached
for comment yesterday.
However, officials, who
asked not to be named, said the
CUNA funding measure did not
have enough support in the coun-
cil to pass.

UNITED SYNAGOGUE

Rally set on

Hall. : ‘
The affordable-housing plan

Koufax team is off to Soviet Union i
7. ;37 nl
By Bill Campbell TA ///a o n l n AU g U st

Hoboken’s celebrated Sandy Kou-
fax baseball team is bound for the
Soviet Union in August, city officials
announced yesterday.

The USSR Baseball Federation
submitted to the city a list of four
dates to conduct a baseball summit
petween the Koufax sluggers and a
Soviet team, and local officials say

they are close to settlingon Aug. 15-30.
“This is probably the biggest news
we've had all year,” said mayoral aide
Laurie Fabiano. The city received
word from the federation in a Telex
late yesterday afternoon, she said.
: “We're very excited because this
is something you only dream about,”
said Joe Reinhardt, one of the team’s
three coaches.
The 17-member team, which had a

22-1 »record last year en route to be-
coming state and regional champs
was officially invited to the USSR ir{
September. The team of 13- and 14-
{(earf-oldwbo_\l'.:'j placed fourth in the
oufax World Series i

R ies last August in

The ;nvitation was a result of a
human rights mission by Sen. Frank
Lautenberg, D-NJ, to the Soviet Union
and stemmed from the Soviets’ earlier

claim that'lhey invented baseball.
Most historians now recognize Ho-

boken as the birthplace of baseball on

June 19, 1846 at Elysian Fields.

\ Organizers of the ‘summit will
klpkoff fund-raising efforts for the trip
with a cocktail party Friday spon-
sored by the Hoboken Lions Club.
According to Reinhardt, the team
needs to raise about $60,000.

He said other fund-raising activi-

ties will be scheduled after i
and Spviel authorities reachu;\e ffll‘tr)\,
com;‘m:)ment on the dates.
abiano said the games wi

coordinated by a U.S. busineslsl»lm:ﬁ
named Max Flaxman, who volunteers
as a coach to several Soviet baseball
teams. Contributions for the Koufax
team can be made to: Hobokep
USA/USSR Tournament, PO Box 5148
Hoboken, N.J. 07030. }

- County unit O

By Peter Weiss. E Hoboken, which will share
¥ /ﬁ\ 7/ X >tho -

A $3.9 million contrac with
the engineering firm of Lawler,
Matusky and Skelly to oversee
construction of a sewage treat-
ment plant in Hoboken has
peen approved by the Hudson
County Utilities Authority, but
two dissenting members of the
panel are threatening to go to
court to have the vote
overturned

cost of the $100 million
plant with the HCUA, approved
the contract on Wednesday
night.

The vote at last night's
HCUA meeting was 6-to-2. Op-
posed to the contract were
Commissioners Lawrence Cuc-
chiara of Union City and Mi-
chael Schaffer of Hoboken,
who said they will file
a Superior Court appeal.

Cucchiara spent two hours
last night trying to convince the
other commissioners members
that it would be illegal to
award the contract to Lawler,
Matusky and Skelly because
the firm is involved in litiga-
tion with the HCUA regarding
another project. He said a vote
for the cantract would be “ab-
solutely immoral and
improper.”

HCUA counsel John O'Don-

nell said he knows of no s
or prccedent which w'oui:ia:)l:‘:)?
hibit ‘the county agency from
fﬁete‘l:mg li)nto a contract with
4 irm because p
ing Bourt case. it
;her HCUA me
questhned Cucchiara’sm})eeglz;?
expertise and HCUA chairman
g_nt'hony Russo of Hoboken in-
”:catcd that the opposition to
e contract was politically-
motivated. He linked Cuec-

chiara’s action to those of Ho-
boken council members who
also opposed the contract.
’ Cucchiara also raised ob-
jections to the engineering
firm’s past performance, con-
tending that its record of cost
overruns is “horrendous.” Rep-
resentatives of the firm denied
that charge.

The litigation referred to
by Cucchiara is Lawler, Ma-
tusky and Skelly’s suit against

Ks Hoboken sewage pact

Jersey City and th
e H
collec; $111,000 in feescilth:o::f
tends it is still owed for design
of a Jersey City project. In its
;f‘;ggnxz. ttl?e Jersey City Sew-
uthority clai
worl(() \Bas inferi)(,)r. - v
> ‘Donnell denied that th

?QUA had taken the same poﬁ
ilt_xon as th_e JCSA. O’Donnell
said the claims of poor perfor-

r'nan('e were stricly those of the
Jersey City agency.

_o'ylet ng,\@

By a Staff Writer
llifl)BQK"I-:N—Members of alle-

cal Jewish co ation
protest Soviemieies glnaél::
emigration of Jews from the So-
viet Union in a gemonstration
tomorrow meornifg. = -

Larry Silverman, a |
of the United Sr;ﬁagogurgz?t;gg
Park Ave., said he expects be-
tween 20 and 40 people to gather
there at 11 a.m. fomorrow. He
sgid thg protestis timed to c"oin-
cide with Soviét leader Mikhail
S. Gorbachev’s visit to Washing-
ton The Soviét leader is ex-
pected to sign an arms agree-
ment with President Reagan

silverman added that the pro-
test will focus on the plight of So-
viet Jewish children being held
%gqmst theircwill in the Soviet

nion.

|

|

elopers
10 percent of their total number '
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By Earl Mergan A
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 <tate evalua
pass the Lewve s .
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I think khean

to run for vice presia
Jersey City's blood

Michael Marino, Jerse)
City School Board pres ient
said he was expecting the vote
I anticipated it being passed
by the Assembly,” he said

While Marino said he does ©f
not know how the Senate will
respond to the measure he
hopes they do not vote belor
they receive the findings ol a
blue-ribbon panel studying tht
state funding of urban schoo

districts

districls,
“Betfore
perman the right to take over
schools
<hould have the report.’
ity Superintendent
Schools Franklin Williams
d he also felt the measure
to pass the state As
embly but said the takeover
legislation 18 unconstitutional
S( !unl] Sy stems were
et up to control their own edu

urban

$ SOINE

the state fin

Jersey {

Lot ;ll

cational
saud
That

Saul Coo- er

the Senate and

no experience

destiny

should
fringed upon by a foreign pow-
in this case, Trenton

Williams said the governor
state school officials have
in running an

to run on Jersey City's blood’

%l;ul\) this year an 1s “That rcpurt\ is going

’ aiming at Jersey City. He want to be very critical of the way
- [ ances urban school

Marino said

giving

Williams

urban school system

Williams voiced arguments
similar to Marino’s concerning
state funding for schools
one that wants to take over this
distriet will have a monumen
the Jersev City schools

not be In

tal job

superintendent said

Build Hoboken waterfront museum

‘Any

ShopRite to shut down

| Business Writer

HOBOKEN —The closing of
the ShopRite supermarket on
Washington Street has been set
tentatively for the end of the
month, its owners say, while the
search for a replacement con-
tinues

Some 20.000 people frequent
the 19-year-old market, which is
to be replaced by a $57 million
mixed-use project containing
288 condominium units. Con-
struction on the development
will begin in about a year, ac-
cording to developer George
Vallone of the West Bank Con-
struction Co
City officials fear that the
closing of the ShopRite at the
southern end of the city will

Hoboken supermarket to close on Dec. 31

| By JUDY 2;;“31‘2 _f/— ¥7 |

Your
opinion

leave a large portion of local res-

v /13/3/%7

Recently
opment Plan for
vealed b)
Development Agency
number ol developers have
cized the plan as being 1
this plan seems to

Hoboken was

rate city on the water

This, 1 feel is desirable. Wh.al‘lsl
also admirable about the plan- I's ll,h
incorporation of parks, open apdu‘s
and theatres for the use by the pub-
lic. Hoboken certainly nvv_ds m(‘)'ro
open spaces, and as the Rth_"r (lty.
Festivals indicate, the waterfront 18

a good place for recreation.
| have a suggestion to make

.sirable and excit-

lan even more de nrahlg an
t)ng It is the addition of the Hobo-
ken-New Jersey Waterfront Museum

dedicated to Historic Hoboken

to the N.J. Wwaterfront that was re-
region’s gmwt_h.
(Hoboken 18 upp;m-mly already 1n
the running for a Train Museum).

gponsible for the

Why the Museum, you ask?

tremendous history of H_ohnkon can
justify a museum. Consider the fql-
lowing: A. The first beer browoq in
the U.S. was In Hoboken. B. The i|r§l
steam pnm-rvd locomotive ran 1n
C. The frst documented
baseball game was plu.vvd in Hobo-
immigrants disem-
barked for Ellis Island, many came
E. The Port of
Hoboken was a major shipping cen-

Hoboken
ken. D. When

through Hoboken

the waterf{ront Devel-

the Hoboken Community
Though a
criti-
estrictive,
blend the water-
front into the rest of Hoboken su?—
cessfully. instead of crealing a sepa-

ter and during the 1wo

world Wars

re was used to transport many of Amel

iea’s troops to Europe
It would therefor be

boken’s school programs

Hoboken's adult population.

this the museum would be

and with the waterfront

number of state of the art,

The

good panoramic view).
This museum, if well de

addition 10
would be beneficial to the
and the image of Hoboken
WASMUTH, Jersey City

-

Hoboken workers
ik

may be

By Dominick Calicchio

Hoboken city employees
are the prime suspects in a
series of burglaries at the mu-
nicipal garage on Observer
Highway, police said
yesterday.

More than $1,000 in tools
and equipment has been re-
moved from the garage since
\pril, police said, with the lat-
pst incident over the Thanks-
giving weekend.

Joseph Peluso, assistant
superintendent of the city's
Signal and Traffic Division, re-
ported a $125 water pump miss-
ing, police said.

Peluso told police the
pump theft was the most recent
item taken from the Signal and
Traffic Division’s supply room
on the second floor of the ga-
rage complex at Observer

urglars

Highway and Willow Avenue.
In many cases, Peluso told po-
lice, it appeared that entry into
the supply room had been
gained by using a key. In other
instances, he said, it appeared
the suspects climbed into the
supply room through loosened
ceiling panels.

Peluso said the lock on the
supply room door was changed
several weeks prior to the theft
of the water pump.

Other items removed since
April, Peluso told police, in-
cluded a blow gun worth $250; a
“Saw-All,” $190; a drill-bit set,
$100; an electric drill, $125:
electric outlets, $20; four pairs
of pliers, $60; assorted wrench
es, $80, and assorted screwdriv
ers, $60.

Police said they’ll questiol

See HOBOKEN — Page 10.

Judge may

decide
/i/)/??

a source oi

pride as the residents of Hoboken
realize their city s contribution 1o
the development of the U.S. It would
bring in tourists Lo se¢ the museum
as well as other sites 1n Hoboken
This means additional money for
Hoboken and its businesses. It vnuld
valso be used to educate Hoboken's
vouth and it could supplement Ho-
[ It would

also be a source of I'(‘(‘l"(‘il‘lﬂll for

Some suggestions that 1 have re-

garding the location and function of

e That the museum (preferably
in Victorian style) ve built on a piet
to save land space and to identify it

a That the museum include a
educa-
tional tools, films, and hands-on dis-
plays that would appeal to all ages

e That the museum have eating
facilities and hopefully a Victorian
beer garden as a tribute to Hobo-
ken’'s contribution to that industry
(The eating facility should have a

ssigned,

and planned, could be a very good
the waterfront

and
people

SCOTT

By Adriana Reyneri

< il SRS |
By sprihg,

Garbage cris:']s vﬁo

People put their garbage
out on the curb and it seems to
disappear like magic.

They haven't realized yet
that Hudson County is caught
in a regional garbage crisis,
said Leonard Greiner Jr. di-
rector of research and develop-
ment for the Jersey City Incin-
erator Authority, but the
reality is about to hit.

Northeast New Jersey is
generating more garbage than
the area’s dumps can handle.
As the overloaded landfills
close, counties desperately
seek new dump sites and the
costs of disposing of garbage
soar.

Hudson County may not
have to ship its garbage out of
state, as does neighboring Es-
sex County. Nonetheless, coun-
ty officials say, residents are
likely to see huge increases in
garbage rates, increases that
will be reflected im higher

e property taxes.

If the rate hikes don't catch
1 their attention, the state’s man-
n datory recycling program will.

ery household in the county
will be required to separate
aluminum, glass and newspa-
per from the rest of their gar-
bage. They will have to place

idents without a nearby place to
shop. Three supermarkets cur-

rently serve the city, according

Please see SHOPRITE Page 4

rces hard choices

counties. The crisis extends to
Morris. Somerset, and Union
counties.

These outlying counties
must find a new place to dump
their garbage when the Edge-

The nation’s garbage is

capacity and are closed.

eration systems and chem

House hearings in Hoboken

House Hazardous Materials Subcommittee holds hearings
in Hoboken on waste-reduction technologies.

Scientists and other experts have been invited to testify
at Stevens Institute of Technology on methods of containing
the problem as one-by-one the nation’s trash dumps fill to

The day-long sessions are designed to acquaint law-
makers and regulators with the alternatives of open dump-
ing. Among the topics to be discussed are enhanced incin-

technologies already have been shunned as costly or be-
cause nobody wants them as the next-door neighbor.

in the spotlight today as the

ical reductions. Some new

the sorted trash into separate
containers and set it out on
special days for collection.
The garbage crisis is just as
bad, if not worse, in neighbor-
ing Essex, Bergen, and Passaic

boro Landfill in East Bruns-
wick closes on Jan. 1.

The four counties — Essex,
Passaic, Bergen and Hudson —
that have used the Meadow-
lands as their dumping

grounds have had even more
pressing deadlines.

Essex and Passaic counties
have agreed in court-ordered
settlements to stop dumping in
the Meadowlands. Esgex is now
shipping its waste to a Pennsyl-
vania landfill.

Passaic is scrambling to
build transfer stations where it
can collect garbage and ship it
to another state.

Bergen County was to stop
dumping in the Meadowlands
last Monday, but the county has
won a two-month extension on
the deadline.

Hudson County may contin-
ue taking garbage to a baler in
North Arlington until March 1.
If ongoing negotiations with
the Hackensack Meadowlands
Development Commission are
successful, said Frank Koser-
owski, attorney for the Hudson
County Improvement Author-
ity, the county will be able to
continue taking its garbage
there until 1991.

By then, the county will
have finished building its own

See GARBAGE — Page 7.

Customers yesterday leave the ShopRite supermarket on

Washington Street near Observer Highway in Hobok
scheduled to close Dec. 31. - on. The stert S

DON SMITH  THE HUDSON DISPATCH

SHOPRITE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garbage crisis forces hard choices

Continued from Page 1
garbage disposal facility in
Kearny, said John Hayden, a
Boston consultant advising the
HCIA on the project.

The plant will include an
incinerator, recycling center
and landfill. The agency plans
to build the center on the Kop-
pers Koke property and is
.wrapping up negotiations to
buy the site for $18.2 million.

Hayden said he’s confident
the plant will be finished in
time because the county has
devised a realistic construc-
tion schedule. The schedule al-
lows time for cleaning up the
toxins that contaminate the
Koppers Koke property, as well
as time for the state Depart-
ment of Environmental protec-
tion to review the lengthy ap-
plications for permits to
operate the landfill.

Even if the new garbage
facility is completed on sched-
ule, county residents will see
stiff hikes in garbage rates.

The threat of huge in-

Hoboken burglaries

creases in costs come, in part,
from the HMDC. Last Tuesday,
the commission adopted a reso-
lution calling for a new system
for setting fees for dumping
garbage in the Meadowlands.

The commission would like
to set a rate based on the aver-
age garbage-disposal costs in
Essex, Passaic, Bergen and
Hudson counties. Since Hud-
son County rates are the lowest
of the four counties, its rates
would go up, while the rates in
other counties would go down.

County officials are quick
to call the proposal unfair and
vow to fight it if it's taken be-
fore the state Board of Public
Utilities.

“The tendency there is to
penalize those counties who

" have gotten their act together,”

Hayden said.

“Ifthat’s the case, I feel the
Hudson County Improvement
Authority will oppose the at-
tempt with all the resources
available to it.”

Speaking in defense of the

rate structure is Bob Grant,
spokesman for the HMDC. If
each county were to fix its own
garbage rates, he said, it would
ensure chaos.

Garbage, traveling through
illegal channels, tends to flow
to the least expensive dumping
grounds, he explained.

Equitable rates every-
where in the region would pre-
vent hundreds of thousands of
tons of illicit wastes from flow-
ing to the lower-cost dumps.

“Short-term, there's going
to be certain inequities and
inconsistencies,” Grant said.
“Long-term, it's the only way to
reach a regional solution.”

Even if the authority’'s at-
tempt to restructure rates fails,
county residents are still likely
to see “mega-jumps”’ in gar-
bage fees, Hayden said.

“It’s fairly safe to say, ‘we
ain’t seen nothing yet'.”

As an example, Jersey City
currently spends about $25 to

_collect and dispose of each ton

of garbage collected from

HOBOKEN RESIDENTS

T Bkl g

homes and city property such
as parks and parking lots.

The county is now estimat-
ing it will cost about three
times that amount to dispose of
trash at the resource recovery
facility proposed for Kearny,
said Hayden.

If the county were forced to
haul garbage to another state,
as does Essex County, the cost
of disposing of each ton of resi-
dential and municipal waste
collected in Jersey City could
increase to $110 a ton, Greiner
said. That 440 percent increase
in cost would more than double
the entire budget for the Im-
provement Authority, said
Greiner, and that increase
would undoubtedly be reflect-
ed in higher property taxes.

In addition, Greiner esti-
mates the city would pay $83 a
ton under the rate-averaging
system proposed by the HMDC.

“We have a solid-waste dis-
posal crisis, yes,” Greiner said,
“but it is more than that. | see
this as a financial crisis.”

on Drayton’s post

By Bill Campbell

The state Superior Court
may determine whether a con-
troversial Hoboken City Coun-
cil appointee can serve as a
commissioner of the municipal
Housing Authority.

Attorneys for the authority
and for Eugene Drayton, who
was sworn last week to a four-
year term as a commissioner,
will ask Superior Court Assign-
ment Judge Burrell lves Hum-

flicts. State law prohibits more
than one city employee or offi-
cer from serving on the author-
ity's board of commissioners.
Attorneys for the authority and
the city argued that Drayton, a
city police officer and member
of the Board of Education, can’t
serve because City Councilman
Edwin Duroy is already on the
board. _
ironically, Duroy nominat-
ed Drayton for the authority

Continued from Page 1

the Signal and Traffic Division
and Public Works Department
workers employed at the
garage.

“ Everything down there is
behind locked doors and only
they themselves have the
keys,” said Police Chief George
Crimmins.

Roy Haack, Public Works
director, said he was unaware
of the thefls.

Parking reyjsions eyed

Pi15FPaYc 17

HOBOKEN—The City Council
has moved to ease restrictions
on parking here under the city's
residential-onliy; parking law.

Under an ordinance s
by Councilman Dave Roberts,
the Parking Authority would re-
quire proof of residency from
one of four sources before issu-
ing stickers which allow parking
on city streets not covered
meters. The four possible proofs

are:
A valid state driver’s

tration for the vehicle.

(A recent utility bill.

(A lease or rent receipt with
a utility bill.

The authority also would have
the power to give parking privi-
leges based on other proofs of
residence that the authority

deems appropriate.

The present ordinance re-
quires motor vehicle regis-
tration as a proof of residence.

“We had been getting a lot of

states like Connecticut or New
York,” Roberts said.

The city is now posting all city
streets not covered by parking
meters with signs making it il-
legal for non-residents to park
for more than four hours.

Roberts’ posed changes
were tabled ‘t’)mthe councilnt'}nis
week for a y review period.
The council is expected to vote
on the changes, in the form of an
ordinance, during a January

phreys to rule on possible con-

See JUDGE — Page 7.
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Judge may de

Continued from Page 1

post during the council’s Nov.
16 session. Plans to swear Dray
ton in the following day were
put on hold after the
questions surfaced
However, Dl'ii)‘lnn was
sworn in as a commissioner on
the seven-member board on
Nov. 24 in private City Hall
ceremonies. The Council
agreed to ask the federal De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development to rule on the
appointment, but HUD. the

legal

authority’s parent agency,
refused. _

Drayton Friday said his at-
torney, Salvatore D’Amelio Jr.,
and Housing Authority attor-
ney James Bosworth reached
an agreement to let the ap-
pointment stand. “I hqvo_hwn
sworn in as a commissioner,
I'm on the authority so I can
serve,” he said.

However, others disputed
Drayton’s claim that an agree-
ment has been struck. Bos-
worth did not return telephone
messages at his office, but as-
sistant city attorney Tom Cal-
ligy said the authority’s attor-
ney denied the claim.

Calligy said the city, which
has been brought into the dis-

pute, and the authority will file |

papers in Superior Court early
this week asking for a ruling
Opponents of the appoint
ment claim that state law NJSA
55:14-6 prohibits Drayton from
serving as a commissioner. The

license.

® .' | b
cide if Drayton can serve

law says that “not more than
one officer or employee of the
municipality” can serve on the
authority.

D’'Amelio, in a memo to the
city Council earlier this month,
maintained that Drayton’s po-
sition in the Police Department
makes him a “public” officer,
not a municipal officer.

[JA valid motor vehicle regis-

complaints from yuppies whose
cars are registered in other

—————— —

meeting.

~CHRISTOPHER AVE

eq:igwpt/ghgf_tg ?robed

HOBOKEN-—City officials
said an investigation is continu-
ing into reports that city equip-
ment has been stolen regularly
from the municipal garage for
more than a year.

The city will install a camera
and an infrared alarm system to

revent further thefts, mayoral
aide Laurie Fabiano said.

According to police reports,

some $900 n tools has been
taken since April 1986. Several
officials said the burglars used a

keytogainaccesstomesupply :

rooms in the garage, leading the
officials to believe the crimes
were inside jobs.

Sources said police have sev-
eral leads in the investigation,
but would not be specify who
was involved.

—CHRISTOPHER AVE

to Jeanne Forest, economic de-
velopment coordinator for the
Community Development Agen-
cy. And even that is way (00 few,
she said. The two others are both
Fpodtowns, located in midtown,
she said.

“There is a desperate need for
supermarkets in Hoboken,”
Forest said. ‘‘We've needed one
uptown for a long time. Now
we'll need one uptown and down-
town.”’

Singer ShopRite Super-
markets of North Bergen has
been under contract to sell the
supermarket to West Bank for
the last two years. A deal will be
closed this month, Vallune said

esterday. Martin Singer, presi-
*ent of the company, said the
arket is scheduled to close
jec. 31, but the closing may be
extended to February. Vallone
said the owners have three
months after closing to vacate
Jhe premises. The purchase

grice was not disclosed.
' The market here, just a block
h‘om the Hoboken Terminal, is
rofitable, Singer said, but most
nsumers today prefer larger
supermarkets containing at
east 50,000 square feet of space.
e market here measures only

t 30,000 square feet.

»'“We're making a profit,”
inger said. “‘But that store was-
jpilt in 1969. Times have
whanged. People today like their
stores larger with more room
for parking.” ;

Space here is limited, he said,
especially when it comes to
parking.

Singer, a city native who
started his five-store ShopRite
chain here, said he is searching
for an alternative site in the city.
His real estate representative 15
speaking with a number of de-
velopers, he said.

Meanwhile, Vallone said West
Bank’'s plans to replace the
ShopRite here with an 1.G.A. su-
permarket have been dropped.
The city forced West Bank to
scale back its plans by 30
percent, from 18 10 12 stories,
vallone said, a move he said
made the construction of a large
supermarket on the site im-
possible.

West Bank's plans call for
34,000 square feet of retail
space, but the shops will be
small and probably will feature
more expensive items than a su-
permarket. Vallone said he ex-
pects to see a dry cleaner, a
small grocery, a bank machine
and a video store in Court Street
Plaza, the name of the new de-
velopment.

The supermarket shortage
worries Forest. She said more
than a thousand residents s;gned
petitions last year asking city of-
ficials to encourage a new super-
market to be built uptown on
what is now a parking lot for
property owned by eity de-
veloper Anthony Dell'Aquila

“Everyone has been con-
cerned about it,”’ she said.
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In the 17 years of our existence
those utilizing our services have done
s0 because of the community atmo

Maxwell
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By JUDY TEMES

Business Writer

HOBOKEN—Management de-
cided yesterday to keep the
Maxwell House coffee plant here
open, after unions agreed to a
cost reduction plan under which
125 positions will be eliminated.

The move will save the ailing
coffee plant millions of cpllars a
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“CUNA" has
helped thousands upon thousands of
people with problems, and not just
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money or any other recompense for
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year, said plant manager Frank
Meegan, significantly reducing
the cost of operations and mak-
ing the plant competitive with
its sister factories in other parts
of the country.

About 95 jobs will be
eliminated from the manufac-
turing side, in addition to 30
salaried positions, said Peter
Acly, a spokesman for General

and the earthguake victims in Mexico

from his administration

Sta
cted al least twice a
distribution of
1.000 families

organized
1,000
which eventually put an end to the
arson fires; we have conducted high
blood pressure tests and blood donor
drives out of the locale; each year we

Also, the agency is used as a mect
ing place by various groups, such as
an Indian Tenants Association, a 95
percent white group of young profes
sionals, members of a neighborhood
school groups, tenants
and others; and etc

Besides the aforementioned few
examples, we deliver individual ser
vices to over 250 people a year and
operate a daily youth program which
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Foods Corp. in White Plains,

N.Y., the parent company of
Maxwell House. The workers

will begin leaving immediately,

with the last ones departing by

Dec. 31, he said.

“The plant is viable and we

look forward to continued prod-
uction in the long term,” Acly

Please see MAXWELL Page 12
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That's a lot of bull. How
v, when they never present
ing with substance to the
relating to minorities. A

council, which [ am sure as it relates
to minorities, would have bheen very
careful and accommodating to any re
guest or resolution

It took the election of the lirst
Hispanic to the city council before we
were able to acquire the Office of

and Minority Affairs, a sim-

ple attempt at the least, which had no
trouble getting through the council.
Then there is the matter of the three
administr
the only ones to vote against the ap-
pointment of a black to the Housing
Authority

ation councilpersons being

commission. These are just
of examples of the Anti-

Hispanic/Black mentality and nature
of this administration

Burned up tenants to protest ruling

By Bill Campbell

. ] R

Tenants who were bu ned’
out of an apartment building
plan to rally at 11 a.m. this
morning to protest a state Su-
perior Court ruling Friday bar-
ring an independent engineer
from inspecting the fire
damage.

Tenants of 318 Hudson
Street and local politicians are
to gather on the steps of the
five-story building in which an
elderly woman died during a
three alarm-fire October 20.

Instead, Judge Dorothea
0'C Weffing, sitting in Jersey
City, ruled that Building In-
spector Alfred Arezzo must
prepare the report on structur-

Fire-stru
| By Bill Campbell ,o’l

City and private inspec-
tiohs of a fire-damaged Hobo-
ken tenement are to begin this
morning, despite charges of ha-
rassment by the attorney repre-
senting families displaced by
the blaze.

City Buildings Inspector
Alfred Arezzo, and inspectors
hired by the tenants of 318 Hud-
son Street are to examine the
thuilding at 10 a.m. where a fire

’f:n October 20 killed a woman
and left eight families
homeless. ,

Cindy McKee, an attorney
for the tenants, said in state
Superior Court yesterday that
the building’s owners have un-

/l

al damage to the building.
/5

Ten families were burned
out of their apartments during
a blaze which fire investigators
blamed on a faulty electrical
system.

The tenants, most of whom
are now living with relatives
and friends in Hoboken, have
been prohibited from return-
ing to their homes.

“We are totally outraged by
this ruling,” said Cindy McKee,
the attorney for the tenants.

“Arezzo was appointed
during the Cappiello adminis-
tration and his selection is to-
tally unacceptable.”

The building is owned by
the Mon-Tut Corp.whose prin-
ciples include Dorothy Cap-

ve(indcp(-ndcnt inspections
of the property.

The tenants, who have
been unable to return to their
apartments, are protesting pro-
Jections by the landlord that
repairs may take from six to 18
months.

The tenants are suing the
owners, Mon-Tut Corp. and
Dorothy Cappiello, wife of
Councilman Steve Cappiello
and a Mon-Tut partner, charg-
ing fraud and wunlawful
eviction

McKee yesterday charged
the owners with harassment,
saying their request for com-
plete indemnification in the
event the tenants’ inspectors
are injured during the tour was

piello, wife of former Mayor
Steve Cappiello.

Roger Lowenstein, the at-
torney representing Mon-Tut,
did not return phone messages
for comment on the court
ruling.

Steve Cappiello said he
was unaware of the rally or
Weffing's ruling on Friday.

McKee said the tenants are
charging Mon-Tut with fraud
and unlawful eviction. “It's
clear that the building’s own-
ers do not want to spend thou-
sands of dollars to repair a
building which has tenants
who pay about $300 a month,”
she said.

She said Lowenstein ar-
gued that neither the tenants

Superior Court Judge
Dorothea O'C Wefing denied a
request by the owners who said
that structural damage could
lead to injury and possible law-
suits by inspectors.

Roger Lowenstein, the
owner's attorney, requested in-
demnification, immunity from
all damages stemming from
possible injury during in the
inspection, because the own-
er's insurance carrier canceled
all coverage after the fire.

Instead, Wefing ordered
the private inspectors, who are
covered by workmens compen-
sation, to sign a release surren-
dering their right to sue the
owners in the event of injury.

Lowenstein said later that

nor the engineer should enter
the building because it is in
danger of collapse.

The Rev. Paul Hagedorn,
head of the tenants rights orga-
nization Campaign for Housing
Justice and a rally organizer,
said the primary purpose of the
demonstration is to get the ten-
ants back in the building.

“This is not a politicial ven-
detta, but simply a way of focus-
ing attention on these people
who may lose their homes,”
Hagedorn said.

Arezzo must has been or-
dered to completed his report
by December 18, and represen-
tatives for both sides return to
are due back in court on Janu-
ary 8.

tenement to be inspected

not grant the same protection
as indemnification.

McKee said the plan was
unnecessary.

Arezzo said he is caovered
by the city’s insurance policy
for injury or death, and he has
“no problems” with inspecting
the building. He said his in-
spection will consentrate on
building code violations.

McKee said the tenant’s in-
spectors will attempt to assess
damages and determine a time-
frame for repairs.

Lowenstein also repre-
sents Michael Sciarra, who has
a contract to purchase the
building. Sciarra said he is
buying the building “as is” and
estimates that repairs will cost
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four hours to reach its verdict
At one point during delibera
tions, it appeared the panel
was divided when it wanted to
know if the verdict had to be
unan nous

elieve police

Garcia pleaded guilty in
1984 to selling marijuana in a
schoolyard in Union City He
was paroled after 16 months of
a five-year prison sentence

He currently faces unrelat-
ed drug charges in Hobeken

Jurors don’t believe

e o

claimed his innocence at the

. J;
police /m drug case
By Joni Scanlon /2 /12 / g

A Hoboken man who
claimed Union City police may
have planted drugs on him was
acquitted yesterday of selling
PCP-treated marijuana to an
undercover cop last January.

Jurors would not comment
about whether they believed
Victor Garcia’s story of possi-
ble police corruption, or mere-
ly felt there was not enough
evidence to convict him.

Prosecutor Paul DePascale
refused comment on whether
his office would investigate the
defense’s counter-charge that
Garcia was falsely arrested.

Union City Public Safety
Director Bruce Walter could
not be reached for comment.

Testifying under oath on
Wednesday, Garcia, 23, said the
officers who arrested him in
the hallway of a Union City
apartment building may have
planted 39 packets of marijua-
na tainted with PCP or “Angel
Dust.” It was also possible, he
conceded, that the drugs may
have been left behind in the

hallway by someone else. !

The defendant also testi-
fied that police twice slapped
him in the face when he pro-

Drayton ¢

time of the arrest.

Union City attorney Igna-
cio Saavedra, defending Gar-
cia, compared the case 10 re-
cent episodes of police
corruption in New York.

“Jt was a phony arrest case.
Something is rotten in Union
Citv.” he said. Saavedra be~
came ill seconds after the ju-
rv's verdict and had to be ex-
cused from the courtroom. He
could not be reached later for
comment.

Assistant Prosecutor Jona-
than Follender had no com-
ment except, “The jury has
spoken.”

In his closing statements,
Follender argued that the dg-
tectives who arrested Garcia
wouldn't risk their careers by
faking an arrest

“We're not talking about
“The French Connection.’
We're talking about 39 bags of
marijuana,” he said.

Arresting officers were
Union City Detective William
Clifford and Lt. Charles Evrett.
Garcia said he has had deal-
ings with Evrett in the past.

The jury deliberated over

See JURORS — Page 10,

an't sit

on authority till
statusjrjgsolved

By Bill Campbell / 3

A state Superior

7/

>

ourtjudge yesterday barred

Hoboken Housing Authority Commissioner Eugene

Drayton from sitting on the
questions about his appoint-
ment are resolved. .

Judge Ariel Rodriguez, sit-
ting in Jersey City, approved a
request by the authority to re-
strain Drayton from sitting on
its board of commissioners un-
til Jan. 8, when a hearing 1is
expected to settle a dispute
over Drayton’s legal status.

The Housing Authority is
asking the City Council to re-
scind its Nov. 16 appointment
of Drayton, a city peolice officer,
to the board of commissioners
because state laws prohibit
more than one municipal ofﬁ-
cial or employee from serving
as a commissioner.

Edwin Duroy, the city coun-
cilman who nominated Drayton
for the post, already serves as a
Housing Authority
commissioner. ]

The Housing Authority, In
court papers filed by its attor-
ney, James Bosworth, is argu-
ing that if Drayton is permitted
to sit on the seven-member

authority until legal

going review of operations "~ he

added

General Foods ruled earlier
this summer to shut the
Hoboken facility. But man
agement here succeeded in con
vincing headquarters thal the
plant can be kept open with cu!
backs in labor and savings in the
cost of supplies and electricit)

“This shows the good things
that can happen when you have
cooperation,” Acly said. “‘We
were all puiling in the same
direction.”

Under the plan, workers will
receive substantial severance
and retirement packages, in
cluding money for schooling and
some training. Charles Volk, a

| business agent for Local 56 of

| the United Food and Com

{ mercial Workers, said some em-

‘ ployees will walk away from
their jobs with as much as
$50,000.

Meegan said the packages are
| costing Maxwell House several
' million dollars, but said the

price was worth it because it

eliminates any bad feelings
among the workforce.

haSo far, about 60 to 70 peopl‘e

ve taken up the company’s of-
fer, most of them peopr: in their
60s with more than 30 years on
the job. Meegan said he expects
that the full 125 will eventually
take advantage of the incentive
to leave. “We'll get what we're
looking for,"” he said.

While the plant is saved,
Meegan said there is much hard
work ahead to make the massive
48-year-old facility viable. To re-
place those who will leave, much
of the remaining workforce wil!
be retrained, he said. “To get
the costs we need, we have to
run the plant at the current
speed using less people.”

Meegan and Acly said man-
agement’s earlier annoucement
about an impending shutdown
was not an empty threat to
coerce the unions to.agree to se-
vere cost-cutting measures
‘“We were going to shut the
plant,” Acly said. ““Everyone re-
alized that and understood ex-
actly what was at stake. Without
shaving millions frem the prod-
uction gosts, we ooltld not have
kept it going.”

Volk said the retirement pack-
ages are good, and the strategy
allows junior wm remain
on the job wi Hearing for
their livelihood. -

“We are sed with the co-
operation of management,”’ he
added. “They have made a 180

turn. Four months ago,
the situation looked very bleak."

Volk said the unions hope that
with improved efficiency, more
work can be transferred to the

| Hoboken plant, and eventually
those who have been laid off in
the past will be rehired. He
added that it was management’s
decision to work with unions that
allowed the plant to remain open
and employ a remaining 700
workers.

“Far too often, unions are the
last to know about a shutdown,”
he said. “If they would have
kept us out of this, who knows
what could have happened.”

Because of its high labor and
utility costs, the Hoboken plant
had been the least efficient of
four Maxwell House plants in
the country. It was slated to
shut, unless a cost-cutting plan
could be put in place. Lagging
demand for coffee — especially
the instant variety — had forced
executives to seriously consider
the shutdown option. Per capita
coffee consumption today is
about half of what it was in the

1960s.

Hoboken, Stevens plan parking

commission the authority
would be a “illegally constitut-
ed public body.” .
Neither Drayton nor his at-
torney, Salvatore D’'Amelio Jr.,
was available for comment.
State statute says that “not
more than one officer or em-

reasonably attempted to pre- “shocking and outrageous.”

the court-ordered release does

about $250,000.

Hoboken and Stevens planning parking

inn ¢ bell 7
By Bill Campbe /2 /C‘I/F,

Hoboken city offi *ials and
roprcsommi\'vs of Stevens In
stitute of Technology will meet
next week to discuss a plan to
construct a m_u_ltrnullum dol-
jar parking facility on property
owned by the college on 8th
and Hudson Street

Councilman David Rob
erts. chairman of the council’s

~ subcommittee on transporta-
tion, said preliminary discus-
sions have begun to study de-
veloping a joint Stevens-
Hoboken subterranean
parking facility
Many details of the plan,
including the size of the facility
and the cost have yet to be
determined. Roberts said. The
parking facility is not linked to
a plan by Hartz Mountain In

dustries to develop waterfront
property owned by Stevens, he
said.

Representatives of Ste-
vens, the City Council and the
city Parking Authority will
meet for the first time Wednes-
day “to express a willingness to
explore the project,” Roberts
said

“We will have to look into
costs and needs for the area,

but a project like this is neces-
sary since the lack of parking
spaces has reached crisis pro-
portions in that part of the
city,” Roberts said.

A spokeswoman for Robert
Hand, vice president for devel-
opment at Stevens, said the
meeting will be “an explor-
atory session to study the possi-

See HOBOKEN — Page 18.

ployee” of the city can serve on
the Housing Authority
commission.

Duroy has three years re-
maining on his term. Drayton
was appointed to the authority
last month to fill the unexpired
term of Anthony Romano.

The commissioners are the
policy-making arm oftho_ liqus-
ing Authority, which maintains
about 1,500 federally subsi-
dized apartments for low-in-
come families and semnior
citizens. 258

Five of the commissioners
are appointed by the City Coun-
cil. while .the other two-are
appointed by the mayor and
governor. Commissioners serve
a five-year term and do not

receive a salarv.

Continued from Page 1
ble construction of a parking
facility.”

Beth Callihan, the spokes-
woman, said Hand could not
comment on details of the plan
until after he* has met with mu-
nicipal officials.

Roberts has also discussed

the proposal with Peter Jurkat,
a Parking Authority commis-
sioner and Stevens employee,
he said. Jurkat could not be
reached for comment.
The proposal is a revival of a
plan developed by Stevens
about eight years ago, said
Roberts. The existing parking
lot on 8th Street would be ex-
panded by constructing park-
ing facilities under the base-
ball field on the southern end
of the campus, he said.

The field would be expand-
ed to “cover the lots, thus creat-
ing an addition recreation fa-
cility,” Roberts said. The

parking facilities and the play-
ing field will be shared by Ho-
boken residents and Stevens
students and staff, he said.

Residents have long com-
plained that development and
increased commuter traffic in
Hoboken have resulted in g
shortage of parking spaces. In
September, the city imple-
mented a residential permit
parking program designed to
crack down on commuters driy-
ing to Hoboken to utilize PATH
or bus service into Manhattan,

However, residents in the
midtown section of the city
which borders Stevens haye
complained that students and
staff contribute to residentia]
parking woes by using curbsjge
spaces.

Stevens abandoned jtg
original plan to develop the 8th
Street site because the cost
yrojections were *“ex -
{nnh." Roberts said. Xtremely
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School to let

Continued from Page 1
in Jersey City, North Bergen
and Kearny

Belfiore confirmed that
that the Vo-Tech is interested
in creating a computer and per-
forming arts program in Hobo-
ken, which he predicted would
be “a theatrical arts mecca.”

England said he has
launched ‘“‘unofficial” talks
with representatives of Hudson
County Community College
about leasing space in a school
building. Specific uses for the
building were not mentioned,
he said.

According to England, an
exploratory committee will be
appointed tonight, and recom-
mendations on potential ten-
ants will be due before June 15.

“There are several differ-
ent approaches on how we
should implement this plan,
but I think our main concerns
should be reducing the core
facilities, keeping ownership
of the school for future use and
making as much money as pos-
sible from the deal,” England
said.

Belfiore said the board will
seek assistance for the Hudson
County Executive and the
Board of Freeholders in devel-
oping a needs assessment on
the amount of revenue generat-
ed from the lease.

According to Belfiore, the
board would like to receive at
least $135,000 per year from the
plan. He said, however, that the
board must still decide on a
formula to base rents and the
length of tenancy.

“We are only now taking
the first steps of what will be a
long journey,” Belfiore said.
“We are looking for all suitors
and only now, through prelimi-
nary talks, hashing out
differences.”

School officials said Earl
Byrd, the Vo-Tech superinten-
dent, and Walter Sheil, presi-
dent of HCCC, have been noti-
fied of the possibility of
available space in Hoboken.
Neither was available to com-
ment on the plan.

“We've probably gone as
far as we can go without the
board passing a formal resolu-
tion to explore a school clos-
ing,” Belfiore said.

Nonetheless, board
sources said the Vo-Teéch is
“more than interested” in the
Hoboken proposal. Informal
talks between both sides began
in late October and members of
the board and representatives
of Vo-Tech met for a lengthy
luncheon in Hoboken on Nov.
21 to discuss revenues.

A school closing is expect-
ed to be one of several cost-
cutting measures enacted by
the school board as the body
prepares its 1988-89 budget.

Last April, voters rejected
the board’s $26 million budget
by a 3-1 margin. The budget

would have increased the
amount to be raised through
taxation from $9 to $12 millign

ShopRit

By Dominick Calicchio
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in Hoboken will close for good

on New
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Shoppers yesterday sound-

ore like jilted lovers than Frank Cebollero of Hoboken ate normally in i‘l.\' ﬁnal 1“,“, : . i

i« standing at a fork in the “It's easy for me, I live up- weeks, then lranslct’ inventory ‘ wrould give her clients “more unusual,” the group’s attorney,

town,” he said, “but it'll be to other ShopRite stores later. ' right thap ever to get back into Cindy McKee, said in front of the

supermarket chain’s hard for people downtown, I Dolan said customers, t()(:i | the building.” 3 building after conferring with

parent company, Singer Sho- guess are acting as though the en ‘ .A]though McKee did not electrician Novis Chambers of

pRite of North Bergen, sold its According to downtown isn’t near. : ; directly accuse the building’'s Marty Allen Electrical Co. in
n property, at New ark resident Aracelia Rosario, a “People don't really know owner of arson, she said her Manhattan

loval ShopRite customer for 13 where else to go,” she said, “so electrician’s inspection in- McKee wbuld not be more spe-
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but lease the facility

to

generale yearl
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The board. which meets al
7 p.m. at 1115 Clinton St., musl
approve the resolution bei
formally entering into negol

e
ia
1

tions with tenants, Beliio1
saia

The City Council last sum
mer reached an agreemenl

with the board to close at leasl
one school to curtail increased
school spending and respe nd
to reduced enrollment

Board officials said the
Rue School on Third and Gal
den streets would likely be tal
geted for the plan. The build
ing was recently rehabilitated
and is considered more “desir
able” than any of the six othel
elementary schools

GARAGE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

customers aren’t exactly

Peluso said the missing water
pump was removed from a box,
and an old pump was returned to
its place on top of the box, to
give the impression that nothing
had been disturbed or taken.

Since April, thieves have
taken screwdrivers, pliers, elec-
tric drills, and the from
the Signals and Tra Division.
Some of the tools belonged to
Peluso.

Peluso said he reported thefts
of power tools to the police 1'2 to
twoyunlgo.blnnouocit of-
ficials. No arrests were made in

Hobok

trash co

HOBOKEN—Responding 1o a
host of complaints about late
garbage pick-up service, the
city will fine its lame-duck gar-
bage collection company, of-
ficials said yesterday.

The amount of the fines, to be
levied on Browning-Ferris In-
dustries of Fairfield, will be de-
termined today,
Director Roy Haack said.

added

would be less than $1,000.

k said the city received company agreed to meet regu- . ogies were supposed to domi-

up“t‘:)afo c:nphints ayday about larly with city officials about the lntbthtl! Amulx‘ntilcci Oclfg:s nate the hearing, but Dewling local gqvemments apd corpo- Dewling asked, “The Congress NG

thé company, which lost its con- complaints, but the co““ucl“ wa: He said loca h:‘s reg‘\)xlaating told the subcommittee that rations find loopholes in laws al-  has to say, “Ocean dumping is Piease sec DUMPING Page ©
tract when the city awarded one not satisfied with the resu ts an should tighten - . o

to rival LaFera Contracting Co. hired LaFera, the city's gar- :'mwsm o:l::ﬂ oe"‘,x.amme B -

of Newark on Dec. 2. BFI's con- bage-collection company before 8 s ARS 0

tract, which was signed in 1982,

Dec. 15.

en to fine

Public Works
He

that the fine, to be de-

termined by agreements In
BFI's contract with the city,

for rent G ara

Both Belfiore and Board of - e -
Education President Richard . B S R

ge theft probe set

. - =" Workers suspected
in Hoboken crimes

England said a proposal to 4 T
jease the Rue School would be e = i ) e
the ; } g : b ‘ -

acceptable’” because
building would not have to be
enovated at a substantial cost

to the board
A school board committee

- I would a the

o il

| AW r s ’
By JOHN CURTIS

has already met V\ll‘i‘l top oljﬁr Staff Writer robberies t ace Were
cials of the Hudson County Vo- - done by people that rk there.”
cational-Technical School in HOBOKEN—City officials < .i4 Public Werks D  ~ "4‘»:' m'w
an effort to create a Vo-Tech said they will launch an In-  goo .k “It's nothin; o ;
campus in Hoboken according vestigation t“du-\. into  thefts Haack said he » "lf‘\" to-
to Belfiore from the municipal garage that 5. . R e 3 w
e close to the nego- day with city Law Director Wil
A source close 10 neg they said were inside jobs. liam Graves and police Lt
tiations said the Vo-Tech is Police reports on the most re- G I J
, ths terested” in leas- . Mario Mercado. who supervises
more than intereste eas cent crime, the theft of a $15 \
y the city metor pool in the ga-

water pump during the
Thanksgiving weekend, said a
key was used to gain entry to a
ground-floor supply room. Teols
worth almeost $900 have been sto-
len from the garage on Observer
Highway since April, and of-
ficials said thefts of public and
private property have been com-
monplace for years

ing the Rue School for use as a
performing arts and computer
facility. Vo-Tech has campuses

rage, to discuss an investigation
into the thefts

Joseph Peluso, assistant su-
perintendent of the Signals and
Traffic Division, reported the
thefts to the police and also
made reports to Mercado and all
directors of city departments.

Please se€ GARAGE Page 4

sSee HOBOKEN — Page 18.

The Hoboken Municipal Garage on Observer Highway reportedly has been the scene of several thefts
of equipment. City officials suspect the crimes were inside jobs.

M. KATHLEEN KELLY

SPECIAL TO THE HUDSON DISPATCH

partment inside the garage is re-
sponsible for the keys to its of- |
fices and supply rooms. |

“I think the garage should be |

those crimes. He said he be
lieves all the thefts have been in-

Peluso said he has changed his
office and supply room locks at
Jeast three times. :
About 150 people from eight
city departments work in the fa-
cility every day, according to
Haack. He said access t0 the ga-
rage is through a gate, and that
only people in Mercado's depart-
ment have gate keys. Each de-

said. “‘It's an isolated area and
an easy temptation for someone
to rob it.”

Haack would not comment on
a police report that Water De-
partment employees were the
only workers in the garage dur-
ing the Thanksgiving weekend,
when the water pump was sto-
len.

DUMPING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

side jobs e e

“It has got to be done with & o0 0q 24 hours a day, either ®
L8 K The robberie®  with private guards or peopl \

ve continued, © that Mercado screens,” Haack |

Dlsf’&g I2-%-%2

DEP chief:
Ocean is
in danger

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff W‘nleri aa

HOBOKEN—The head of the
state Department of Environ-

————

jon.
ittee member Relr
Hill,

James J. , D-Pine ! :
mental Protection said at a

m&m . unwl::;r,gﬁ House subcommittce meeting
for | of ocean here yesterday that Congress

‘ must make ocean dumping com-

" Florio said the EPA

more forceful in en- pletely illegal or risk a sharp in-

crease in the amount of sludge

s its tions, and : :
/3 - & forcing dumped into the Atlantic Ocean.
,0 2 Lautenberg umedt%c’hlc\gk DEP Commissioner Richard
gies — many y T. Dewling also told the subcom-

llectors

this business,”’ Haack said, “but
when you're talking 30 or 4

heads who also addressgd
committee — would help in
alternatives to ocean

mittee that a major source of
water pollution was the overflow
of local street-sewage systems.
He called for more ‘‘common-

lines call for the (oo o7 ocal programs like in-

complaints a day, there is defi- )

e v:rong." tract :: Dewo‘ oeuo:!n sda‘::in 'ﬂffa i\:"ntlt?gxlxt creased street cleaning, main-

/The fnes stem (rom conitas) | oy aws the dumping would g0 CILCIC 0, Swe ook o o

committed Monday. Haack said | on, u:lit of ocean laws. which help prevent pet  Richard T. Dewling, commissioner of the state Department of Environmental Protection, is flanked by
the company picked up no gar ‘ dangering quinesy defecation in public sewers. Reps. James J. Florio, left, and Frank J. Guarini at @ meeting yesterday at Stevens Tech in Hoboken
bage that day until 11 a.m., and | water mr:l::s id refuse from The hearing of the Subcom- todiscuss alternatives to ocean dumping. JOE CIARLEGLIO SPECIAL TO THE MUDSON DISPANCH
that the company only used one Sewling &R0 847 mittee on Transportation, Tour- ’

sewer-overflow problessv s ism and Hazardous Materials “Courage, not new technology, lowing them to continue the ended’ That will force lt

truck for most of the day.

Officials of the company met m“h!'h m‘ ot itmraﬂins - :éz\;gz was held at Stevens Tech here to is needed” to end ocean dump-  dumping, back on land.”
with the City (‘oug(cjnl .thllst‘fall for. an average of 300 million highlight sewage ant: waste mlg);’ MRS “He .;:;_:n ]mi c(cnmum‘mm‘h': B peld stution
over similar alleged vio'a ',;’1':: of sewage from the New problems common to the area. . g'l gtane &S - lll oc\lw ping Y N S Gumping Wil
in the company’s contract. New garbage disposal technol® rently available used sludge. - Mup B B

e ares DO end all ocean dumping but that ““What does ‘harmful’ mean?"’

Eork metropol next five years withrout furiher

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Chambers would say only, “It's

BF1 was hired in 1982. sl crack tubes an d

needles — they came from the

enants

ires on
ex")You do have complaints in

ShopRite closin@ﬁZc.] 3

Continued from Page 1
ShopRite wasn't as resolute.

In July, 1985, amid rumors
of the sale of its property. the
chain assured Hoboken resi-
dents the supermarket was

staying put.

“ShopRite is absolutely
staying,” chain co-owner Sid
Singer said then. “We haven't

seriously entertained any spe
cifie offers at the moment.

Only a few months later
Singer ShopRite accepted an
offer from Hoboken dey elopers

ShopRite retains locations . seconda ¢ )
at 3111:";{1‘:00(" and Kennedy \ Wm, schreydflel:d tor'lt'lheg’offl"_(i)glalell.\e‘;; lrt:go.n the fire's = : :
Boulevard in North Bergen, ) ; Iré _ -
near Schuetzen Park; on Route w&mm‘mggllw heard cause, which was filed by a.]{)lll\t .
440 in Jersey City near the Hud- f committee — including o{_fxcxa S .
son Mall "ﬂid at' Avenue C and from a dozen wnpanies rom from the city Fire and Police de-
v‘.:h‘tlll.\“lrm:t in Bayonne. across the nation, whose repre- partments, the Hudson County

- The largest store, volume- sentatives testified about in- Brosecutor’s Office Arson Task At . & i
wise, in the entire ShopRite povative technology for dealing Force and the U.S. Treasury De- Electncl_an
interstate network is reported- with sludge and refuse treal- partment’s Bureau of Alcohol,

ment and removal After the Tobacco and Firearms -

—CHRISTOPHER AVE
threw them,” Dewlin: - not good. 'll tell you that.”
, is grticuiarly Prior to Tuesday, when the
evident here, where ‘t,h‘e primary p won the right in Hudson & -
Mt’mem Jant is prac- County Superior Court in Jersey :
| tically nlll-functiogal dumping City to send 1tt’s ‘(mn m&%ﬁ’:
gen Ave. and 320 Grove St in t ::nr:\:t }snu; rt::t ‘:iloorng, ol »-

almost %re sewage into the
Hudson River every day. The

d pro-
is preparing to bid for the dlocked and Montut had p
of a new,

Jersey City, and at 714 Summit
hibited the group and its at-

Ave. in Union City. b‘S@QCﬁ ! 9\ = /3 ‘ g 7

ly, Tully’s ShopRite on Passaic

Avenue in Kearny. blames faulty wiring in a sec-

ond-floor fuse box as the cause

oy checks site

1 Management of Hoboken's

George T. Vallone and Danie -
J. Gans. two other supermarkets, both would enable the govern of the blaze. ) By MATTHEW DIETRICH
The deal was reportedly in Foodtown stores at 619 and 811 ment to ha_lt ocean dumping. Chief Inspector Richard | Staff Writer
the works for several months Clinton St.. declined comment “It’s fairly clear to me that a_{- Trimiditi of the Fire Depart- | HOBOKEN—A fatal fire
prior to the agreement. on whether they expeet busi- ternative gt g ment said he stands by the ot~ accidental by city, county and
At about the same time, ‘1\ ness to improve when ShopRite able m;:g;gdmnpir}'g gius)::g ginal report, but addeq tha.t h§ state agencies may have |
plan to build a new Pathmark closes. : waste in ocea“n. ‘ would reopen the investigation } been
store uptown fell through when About 45 people, mostly after the hearing. ‘“The ration- he “‘got sop:wthing in writing to 3‘; ::": of an :frsgi?s"hm
it didn't attract the required from Hoboken, work in the Ho- gle has always been there is no dispute it from an engineer or ants whogsentl a privgte electri-
number of votes from the City htl;:wn Shnpl{m;. I)(i)l'm; m'lt(:v other way, but g;lere w;s Cleézr electrician.” clan and on to
Council. All have been (_»1"01‘('( Jobs with and Muhwa e evidence to The group’s engineer, Lynn - gi'.'em yesterday
| “”():‘Mk(";: .lsn i\i“‘('l‘:(l,{lz‘:t(,1\.:1‘113 (::I]]((]‘r ShopRite stores, she upmu',:he sien that Levinegof R‘;nd En%;\ineeri?g;n ms&;:{:uepb‘;,u&nhgl’wtmmme
ye the four ¢ y S¢ Florio said com no e . "
h(» close in the last several Singer ShopRite manage- made Mmmdiscussed Mantll\a‘;tafgl: ig:\ment. at 318 Hudson St. to_a fatal fire
vears. Singer ShopRite previ- ment in North Bergen couldn’t M and ucts that reache ’ Oct. go‘ conducted its own in-
ously closed stores at 885 Ber be reached for comment. mmmwmmponems e §pecttlonh:fc‘:.hgtsdnmaged build-
: Ing o ¢ its struc
in waste. elgctrical soundness t‘:sal :intg

ShopRite supermarket

driving

Year's Eve, but long-
city

Auld Lang Syne.”
the old

shington streets near
last vear to develop-
plan to build a $60 -
sidential and mini- said. “1
plex to be called body h.

l’ l‘:..f_..i store)

e closing New Year’s Ev
g do ahmf l/ ‘fﬂ\} ghnna

For residents of Hoboken’s
southern end, the move will
mean a longer trip to either of
two midtown supermarkets, or

“It'l1 be a little rough for

years, C
“1 don’t

Building Inspector Alfred
Arezzo made his official inspec-
tion.

The tenants are suing the
building’s owner, Montut Corp.,
saying it has been lax in making
minor repairs that they claim
could make their apartments
habitable again. The group’s at-
torney, Cindy McKee, said that
although the purpose of yester-
day's inspection was not to
prove arson, such a finding

close. what can we do?™
Though the inevitable is
only two weeks away, clerks
continue to stock ShopRite’s
shelves.
Store manager Carol Dolan
said the supermaket will oper-

Hoboken Building Inopocw: 3
Alfred Arezzo makes notes
outside 318 Hudson St. .

the basement that were heauf!
damaged to the point that it is

to stores outside the

people.” said shopper

dicated a possibility that the
cause of the blaze may not have
been accidental.

““We’re suspicious about some
electrical protective systems in

cific about exactly what was

damaged in the basement.
Asked to comment on what he

had seen during his inspection,

Please sece ARSON Page 10

they're going o stick it out to

the end.” 4
But ;\pp;n‘cntly Singer

ebollero guessed right.
have a car.” she
have to wait for some-
y take me (to another

Fhere’s nothing we can See SHOPRITE — Page 10.
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But Assistant
Maureen Schwe itzern
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take taking advantage
in the state anu eviction
landlords to T¢
tepants from buildings
condemned

The irony 18 that the own
er is claiming the buildingis in
of disrepair that
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law

move
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such a state
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but it was his |

a loophole,
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is nothing the
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Photo by Steve Goleck

Frank Mannino, o member of a social club that meets ot 504 4th St Hoboken, points out

see GRANDIOSE — Page 18
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JUAN GARCIA

Rapist wants community suppor
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Election fight

crumbling ceiling caused by leaking water pipes.

DECEMBLR 16, 1987

in court again

By JEFFREY HOFF
Staff Writer

Helen Manogue took her fight
to overturn her one-vote defeat
in the June Hoboken City Coun-
cil runoff election before a state
appellate court in Hackensack
yesterday.

Manogue and Councilman E.
Norman Wilson appeared before
judges of the Appeilate Division
of state Superior Court in
Hackensack with their attorneys
for a one-hour hearing to review
the election, which Manogue
says should be declared invalid.

A tie. which would force a
vote, is what the environmental
activist and banker is hoping
for

Wilson, who was the incum-
bent, lost his council presidency
because the recount of the June
9 election delayed his election to
the post.

“1 would like to have this all
behind me. It does interfere with
your ability to function. It
doesn't give you the same kind
of authority to have the vote in
dispute,” said Wilson, who was

Gerald Krovatin, the Rose-
land attorney representing Man-
ogue, argued that five absentee
ballots not accepted by the
Hudson County superintendent
of elections, Harvey Birne,
should be accepted.

The checks on the paper
ballots are not squarely within
the box next to each candidates
name, and the ballots were dis-
regarded.

“If they are accepted than the
election is a tie because three
are for me and two are for

| Wilson,” Manogue said yester-
day.

represented yesterday by at-
torney James E. Flynn of Jersey
City.

Wilson won with 733 votes to
782 for Manogue in the 5th Ward
race. Without any of the
absentee ballots, Manogue won,
706 te 698.

Cop admits

I
s
grand jury that charged Cop{ tHat

Continued from Page 1

pinger also indicted three Ho-
boken firefighters on drug
« charges in separate incidents.
DePascale refused to say
whether more pleas were
expected.

In the same session, the
grand jury also indicted a
Union City police officer, two
Jersey City officers and two
Bayonne officers. The charges,
stemming from unrelated inci-
dents, range from aggravated
assault to extortion.

Police Chief George Crim-

g suspect

esterday would only say
oppinger will still be giv-
en a departmental hearing,
when the department will offi-
cially dismiss him.

“He is still entitled to his
rights, and his rights are that
he must be afforded a hearing,”
he said.

Crimmins reserved any
other comment until after Cop-
pinger is sentenced. Officials
could not confirm the sentenc-
ing date.

Coppinger, 30, has been on
the force less than five years,
according to DePascale.

|

Towers
planis

qugcg;r)}/)sgsewer

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN--The city's plan
to transform a gritty strip of Ob-
gerver Highway into a set of
gleaming spires has been
challenged by community ac-
tivist Ronald Hine, who fears the
plan will condemn the area rath-
er than redeem it.

Hine, representing a group
called Downtown Residents for
Sane Development, filed an ap-
peal of the city's Oct. 21 decision
to accept a plan for a 450-unit de-
velopment. The appeal was filed
Tuesday before Assignment
Judge Burrell lves Humphreys
of Hudson County Superior
Court in Jersey City.

Hines is challenging the plan,
which includes provisions for
“affordable housing,” on five
counts. He charges that the

area declaration that
allowed the city to move the plan
forward is no longer valid, that
the city failed to complete in-
depth traffic and parking im-
pact studies, that the vote of
Councilman Steve Cappiello is
void because he owns property
within 200 feet of the property,
that the City Council violated the
;Cym Open Public Meet ::ec;

xﬁvﬂm at a party

by developer Joseph Barry and
that only 5 percent of the units
actually qualify under federal
defining affordable

ing.
The phn, for which he city is
accepting s, was de-
signed by the city Community
Agency. It in-
cludes minimum requirements
for middle- and low-income
housing units. According to the
plan, at least 115 of the units
must be rented at between $695
and $975 a month. At least 23 of
those, the plan stipulates, must
be rented at between between
$186 and $295 a month.

Hine, who lives within a few
blocks of the planned develop-
ment, has been a constant critic
of the plan.

Cop admits aiding/_

By John Petrick

A Hoboken police officer,
one of eight public safety offi
cials from throughout the coun-
ty indicted by a grand jury in
September, pleaded guilty yes-
terday to official misconduct.

He admitted helping a sus-
pected narcotics dealer evade
undercover investigators.

Patrolman Michael Cop-
pinger was accused of passing

along confidential police infor-
mation in July to a person sus-
pected of trafficking cocaine
into Hoboken.

According to officials, Cop-
pinger helped the unidentified
dealer by providing the license
plate number of a vehicle be-
ing used by undercover detec-
tives. The alleged dealer was
then able to avoid the car, ac-
cording to Hudson County
Prosecutor Paul DePascale. ;

,7.?75 ect

turn,fhcegrding to the
prosecutor, YCop/pinger re-
ceived half a gram of cocaine.

Coppinger could face a
maximum five-year jail term
and a $7,500 fine.

“Our investigators rooted
out a very deep-seated problem
in Hoboken,” DePascale said.
“His involvement in cocaine
cost him his career.” The same

Free cheese used as bait

Dir
Director used

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

Staff Writer

li()lii)KPZN;ln”.'i—nme;ffort to drum up

support

for his failing,

controversial
youth program, Juan Garcia told people
who wanted to register for free govern-

See COP — Page 6.

ment food that they first had to show up

at City Hall to support him.

Garcia plans to ask the City Council to-
night for $15,000 of the city’s money to
keep his program, Citizens United for
New Action, running. In a hastily con-

bond -
on tap

Parking ordinance

also on the agenda
e
By CHRIST HER AV

Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
is expected to vote on a plan to
float a $31 million bond for a
sewage plant and will consider a
group of amendments to the
city’s residents-only parking or-
dinance when it meets tommor-
row at City Hall.

The bond will pay for slightly
more than half of the projected
$60 million cost for a secondary
sewage treatment plant. The
city is under separate mandates
from state and federal author-
ities to update its dilapidated

ry treatment plant and to
construct a secondary treat-
ment facility.

The present plant, which is

to treat sewage from
Union City, Weehawken and
Hoboken, dumps virtually un-

treated sewage into the Hudson

River.

The rest of the plant’s cost will
be paid by a grant from the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency. The agency agreed to
the grant and to suspendin
fines the city had accumulat
for years — after gaining as-
surances from the city that the
plant would be built quickly, and
that the city would comply with
federal clean water standards.

The city earlier this month
awarded a contract for a resi-
dent design engineer of the new
plant to Lawlor, Matusky and
Skelly, a Pearl River, N.Y.,
firm. Bids for the construction
itself are scheduled to be ac-
cepted early next year, and the
plant is scheduled for comple-
tion in 1990.

The amendments to the no-
parking ordinance, which pro-
hibits non-residents from park-
ing on city streets for more than
four hours at a time, would
make it easier for people to get a
proof-of-residency sticker. The
amendments would allow resi-
dents whose cars are registered
out of town to receive the
sticker.

Under the amendments, the
Parking Authority would re-
quire only one of four proofs of
residency: a valid driver’s
license., an auto registration, a
utility bill or a lease or rent re-
ceipt with a utility bill.

yila is trying to

allowing

an immediate
yurden all along

to maintain the building. That's
Schweitzer said

I'm

ponsit for
ponsidie 1

grou
anza sau §

are

ictural

grou
Altormey
said she

ity
But tenants
at the building ar

of a loop

said tenant
strong

leaks a
wouldn't
problems

Damage

long 1t

danger in

('\‘Illll;._ over
heavy
attorney
damage
problems
Leanza

of, and
landlord

not re when

em—

pipes

ment in the

said

by Dell’Aquila,

port.”

feasible.”

storm. or heav
knows?”

tenants.”

repeated

W
nd beneath Hoboken

yroblems with
a

nd beneath it

Deil’Aquila ignoring repairs
Patrick Dell’Aquila is the
source of his own problems,”
Theresa
If he had repaired the

have

apartment includes a
the
water damage
hallway. She 1§ afraid the water
will cause

said problems in
the building we
Dell’Aquila
plumber to repair
The plumber was con-
cerned because
was tilting and there was move
foundation,

Erico Consulting of Cran-
ford. an engineering firm hired

saying the building is “in a rap-
id state of deterioration due to
inadequate foundation sup-
Erico determined that
the necessary repairs “are not
physically and financially

“We can't say
will fall apart today or next
weekend, but if we
y blasting,
Leanza said. “We are
only concerned about the

Dell’Aquila did not return
requests for com-
ment. His father, Anthony, is an
enigmatic figure who rarely ap-
pears in public !
speak with the press about his
development plans.
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—A group of ten-
ants displaced by a fatal tene-
ment fire on Hudson Street in
October are set to protest what
they call foot-dragging tactics
by the building's owners, who
have not repaired the structure.

The tenants will gather out-
side the building at 318 Hudson
St. at 11 a.m., according to Cyn-
thia McGee, an attorney for the
tenants.

McGee brought suit on behalf
of the tenants last month, charg-
ing that the Jandlords — includ-
ing Dorothy Cappiello, wife of
Councilman Steve Cappiello and

said McGee, who represents
eight of the 10 families who lived
in the five-story structure. “It’s
perfectly clear what they're
trying to do.”

Roger A. Lowenstein, the at-
torney representing the land-
lords’ group, Montut Corp., said
he could not talk about the case
late yes . He and McGee
were SC to attend a
private conference last night
with Judge Dorothea O'C. Wef-
ing of Hudson County Superior
Court in Jersey City.

According to McGee, the at-
torneys will discuss whether the
tenants can hire their own engi-

piello when he was mayor.

Dorothy Cappiello was not
available for comment, but
Steve Cappiello said she was
“perturbed’’ by the allegations
and that she was not trying to
keep the tenants out of the apart-
ments.

“Mrs. Cappiello has no inten-
tions of becoming a con-
dominium developer,”’ Cap-
gieillo said. ““I think my wife has

n a very fair landlord. Un-
fortunately, some circum-
stances have occured which

may be beyond their control.”
The fire killed Savitaban
Amin when it burned through

vened news conference in City Hall yes-
terday, city officials charged that Garcia
improperly used his status as a dis-
tributor of the federally furnished food to
gather support for the program, which
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