NEW ASSESSMENTS ONTHEWAY

Hoboken faces big tax hike

Wilson wins

Owner, tenants
trade charges

in condo

By Janet Wilsen 1 . / - { 4
A Hoboken landlord and
his tenants traded bitter

charges about each other's fi-

nances yesterday, the day after

a rally on the tenants’ behalf.
Murray Connell, the land-

lord of 90 apartments at 805

through 821 Park Ave. accused

many of the tenants of being

landlords themselves who did

not need or deserve low-in-

come housing.

The tenants’ attorney,
meanwhile, said Connell had
milked funds from the dilapi-
dated buildings, and that the
tenants’ homes had been used
to finance his other extensive
development projects in
Hoboken.

The 60 Asian and Hispanic
families may receive eviction
notices in less than two weeks,
because Connell has filed for
condominium conversion. On
Sunday, state and local politi-
cans joined nearly 200 commu-
nity activists and tenants in
front of the buildings to protest
Connell’s actions.

Both sides had been negoti-
ating to establish a purchase
price for the units but talks
broke off last week.

On Friday, Connell mailed
out a long letter and copies of
six property deeds to City
Council president Patrick Pas-
culli. The deeds show that five
families in Connell’s buildings
own five buildings and a condo-
minium in Jersey City.

“Religious leaders, hous-
ing activists, and other quite
noble people are being duped
by these people,” said Connell
late Friday.

In his letter he said, “These
tenants are not in need of af-
fordable housing! 1 applaud
their business acumen. But by
claiming poverty and hardship,
they are preventing the truly
needy from receiving the atten-
tion and support they deserve.”

Connell also charged some
of his tenants who are land-
lords had rented out rooms in
illegal conditions, had evicted
low income tenants and ware-
housed apartments them-
selves.

Tenant union leader Vasu-
dev Trevedi said he was not
surprised by Connell’'s state-
ments. He said some of the five
families who had bought prop-
erties had done so because
they had large families, and
were worried about being
kicked out when Connell filed
overcrowding charges in 1986.

Tenant attorney Peter Van
Schiack said he had performed
a survey of all the tenants’ in-
come in 1985, using tax returns,
W-2 forms, and other certified
statements of income.

Hoboken's Fifth Ward resi¢

~-months.

fight

“The vast majority of the
Park Avenue tenants are below
the Hudson County median for
low-income families,” said Van
Schiack.

Sharon Mark, another at-
torney for the tenants, said it
was Connell, not the tenants,
who was using the buildings.
Connell garnered between
$000,000 and $1.5 million in
cash from the dilapidated
buildings the first year he
owned them, by selling off
shares to “ limited
partnership.

Connell also has obtained
at least $3.9 million worth of
mortgages on the buildings,
most of them from Citizens
First National Bank of New
Jersey. He bought the property
for $1.35 million in November
1984.

Connell said Friday that
some of the mortgage money
was being used for construc-
tion work and rehabilitation,
including work on the Park Av-
enue buildings. There are cur-
rently 248 state code violations
in the buildings, although
housing inspector Jude Fitz-
gibbons said he was satisfied
that Connell's workmen had
been trying to fix them.

The tenants’ attorneys said
they feltthe tenants were being
“punished” by Connell’s bank-
ing practices, and that their
homes had been used to fi-
nance other development pro-
jects Connell has undertaken

in Hoboken in the last few
years.

The tenants have offered
Connell and his partners
$45,000 each for up to 50 apart-
ments. An independent ap-
praiser hired by both the ten-
ants and Connell's holding
company said that $45,000
would be a fair price for the
units if plumbing and other ba-
sic systems were replaced. But
even if the tenants bought all 50
of those apartments, that would
bring in only $2.25 million, far
less than the $3.9 million in
mortgages and the limited
share option obligations he
must meet.

Connell’s lowest offer to
the tenants has been for $62,500
per unit, which they say is way
too high considering the ap-
praised value.

Connell denied that he
could not accept the $45,000
price because of the heavy
debts, and said not all the mort-
gage money had actually been
borrowed and used. He also
said he was willing to continue
negotiations with city officials
and “reasonable, decent ten-
ants” who have an income
problem and could qualify for
federal subsidies to purchase
the apartments.
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Hoboken

valuation
data due

DeRogatis

Hoboken residents can ex-
pect to hear the results of the
court-ordered revaluation
starting tomorrow.

Real Property Appraisers,
which recently conducted a
court-ordered revaluation of
property throughout the eity,
will present their findings to
the City Council today, and res-
idents will begin receiving no-
tices in the mail tomorrow,

Real Property is also con-
ducting a revaluation in Jersey
City, and residents there have
started receiving notices,

Property values in Hobo-
ken have increased on the av-
erage of 15 times since the last
revaluation in 1970 as a result
of the Gold Coast real estate
boom, according to Laurie Fa-
biano, executive assistant to
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti.

Homes are currently val-
ued at only 13 percent of their
market worth. The revaluation
is designed to bring properties
up to 100 percent of true value.

The revaluation is expect-
ed to hurt longtime property
owners, who will likely experi-
ence a sharp tax increase.

City Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte said yesterday that he
anticipates a tax rate of about
$20 this year, although it will
not become official until the
municipal, school board, coun-
ty and county vocational school
budgets are adopted.

A Hoboken home that has
been valued at $15000 paid
$3,150 in taxes last year bhased
on the tax rate of $210 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation.
The assessed value of the home
may increase to $225000 or
more after the revaluation, and
if a tax rate of $20 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation is adopted,
it will pay $4,500 in taxes.
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With a bit of grumbling, the
Hoboken City Council followed
the advice of the professionals
yesterday and selected Joseph
Barry and Hartz Mountain In-
dustries to develop a mammoth
housing complex on the south-
ern edge of the city.

“We'll do the eity proud,”
Barry promised, moments after
the unanimous selection in
City Hall yesterday evening.

But there is already one
suit by a neighborhood group
against the city over the rede-
velopment plan, and unsuc-
cessful bidder Frank Raia
would not rule out his own le-
gal challenge either.

The winning affordable-
luxury housing project is
called Observer Park and was
recommended to the council
over Raia's proposal by Vandor
and Vandor, a New York plan-
ning and urban design firm.

Barring successful chal-
lenges, three gleaming 16-story
spires with a park tucked
among them will be built on
largely city-owned land on Ob-
server Highway between Park
Avenue and Bloomfield Street.
The project includes 332 luxu-
ry apartments which will begin
as rental units and convert to
condiminiums.

__The city will be paid $4.7
million for land, and will gain
118 affordable apartments, 30
of them low income rentals.
The $50 million project will
also include 332 market price
apartments, which would be
rented for two years, then con-
verted to condominiums.

But much remains to be
hammered out. Barry’s propos-
al does not retain an on-site
municipal garage, but would
construct a new garage in the
northwestern edge of town. The

City’s revaluation
is firstin 1§ years
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
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HOBOKEN—Most owners of
pon-condominium housing will
face a sharp increase
tax bill next year under the
city's first revaluation in 18

ears, The Hudson Dispatch has
earned.

The tax assessor will be mail-
ing new tax assessments to
property owners next week.

The owner of a house worth
$150,000 will now pay between
$500 and $700 more per year in
taxes than under the old system.
The owner of a condominium
worth that amount, in contrast,
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The revaluation means prop-
erty will now be assessed at its
full market value — up from the
current average level of 14
percent. The tax rate, which is
now the state’s highest at $210
per $1,000 of assessed valuation,
will fall to between $18 and $20,
according to city Tax Assessor
Woodrow Monte.

“Nobody had any dreams of it
coming down that much,”
Monte said of the rate yester-
day.

The city has not been revalued
since 1970. .

will pay about §1,000 less than he
would have under the old sys-

tem.

Non-condominium housing

Please see TAXES Page B
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN —Councilman E
Norman Wilson decisively beat
challenger Helen Manogtie in a
race for the 5th Ward City Coun-
cil seat yesterday, robbing the
Vezzetti administration of a
chance to build its support on the
nine-member council

Unofficial returns showed
Wilson winning by a 155-vote
margin, 937-782

The wide margin was unex-

| pected because only one vote

separated the candidates in the

ward last election, a runoff on
Jung 9. A judge ordered yester-
| day’s election because a polling

place opened 20 minutes-late in
the June 9 race.

Wilson, seated in his wheel-
chair outside of his campaign
headquarters on 12th Street,

nyl;l gboken

E. NORMAN WILSON

Defeats Manogue handily

credited his largé margin of yic-

tory to a “broad cross section” ™

of support from the community. *
“Everybody came together in

Please see WILSON Page B

the ward,” he said. “They re-
alized who really represented
‘mem.Q‘

Wilson also benefitted from
some political heavy-hitters, in-
cluding council President Pa-
trick Pasculli, who actively
¢ampaigned for the soft-spoken
councilman. Pasculli, an un-

lared mayoral candidate in

next year’s race, has increasing-
ly opposed Vezzetti's initiatives
in recent months.
. Moments after the results be-
¢ame known, Manogue, her son
Steve, and Councilmen Thomas
eewman and Joseph Della Fave

alked four blocks through the
told night air to Wilson’s head-
guarters to congratulate him.
i *“Hopefully, we can get every-
Wdy together,” Manogue told

ilson in clear tones. “Con-
gratulations.”
" Manogue told a reporter she
had no regrets about the cam-
paign, and said she would con-
tinue to be active in the com-
munity.
" <] have been for 17 years, and
1 have no intentions of giving up
now,”’ she said.
. Pasculli spent the last few
iminutes before the vote was
complete sitting in the back
room of the headquarters, tak-
ing the results over the tele-
fhone and shouting them to fel-

ow Wilson supporters. Pasculli
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At the Hoboken Elks Lodge yesterday, voter Johanna McNamara signs in under the direction of
Margaret Smith as Geraldine Bocco, far right, looks on in the 5th Ward's 2nd District.

later said his role had been to
“organize” Wilson's campaign
message.

“I'm elated,” Pasculli said af-
ter hugging and kissing cam-
paign workers crammed inside
the headguarters. ‘“The 5th

Ward elected the hardest work-

ing, most sincere person to the
post.”

Pasculli said it was ‘“‘much too
premature’’ to speculate on his
own mayoral ambitions, saying
he would concentrate on assum-
ing his role “as a leader on the
council.”’

DON MCCOY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

The election had been viewed
as an indicator of Vezzetti's
strength. After the vote, Vezzetti
was visibly shaken.

“The people of the 5th Ward
have voted for ineptitude,”
Vezzetti said. ““They want inep-

titude, they got ineptitude.”

. City,g.ouncil approves

rtz proposal

up to $175,000 a year in leasing

“This is a major concern
which must be addressed,”
said Councilman Jospeh
DellaFave.

After the vote, one council-
man could be overheard in the
City Clerk’s office muttering
“He ain't getting that ...
garage.”

Outside in the hall, Raia
and his attorney, Paul S.
werther of Whipple, Ross &
Hirsh in Madison, held an im-
promptu press conference.

“Frank Raia is here to
stay,” said Werther, asked if his
client would apply for possible
future projects.

Hoboken Council picks Barry-Hartz plan

Continued from Page 1

the

this project, and

legal grounds to challenge the
Council’s decision.

“If 1 had known I could
move the fllﬂ‘ off-site and
have the city pay me for it, 1
could have made my project
lot more attractive,
said.
Planners Vandor & Vandor
reported that Barry's project
was superior partially because
of the way the parking was in-
corporated. But council mem-
bers pointed out that the re-
quest for a proposal said that

See HOBOKEN — Page 4.
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the municipal parking ga-
rage could be kept at the site as
part of the project or moved
elsewhere.

On March 18, a neighbor-
hood group suing the city over
the redevelopment project will
seek a summary judgement in
court to have the entire project

| thrown out, no matter who the

developer is. Ron Hine, the
leader of the group, said they
were not against redeveloping
the land, but wanted it done at
a lower scale of five or six sto-
ries that would match the
heights of most of Hoboken's
buildings.

The suit alleges that the
“blighted” status of the city-
owned land is out of date, and
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Wilson has

a margin of
135 votegl'sjg

By Patricia Seott\3 ol -$

~_Hoboken’s incumbent
' Fifth Ward Councilman E. Nor-
man Wilson swept to victory
last night in a special election
tlpat garnered a 135-vote mar-
gin for the nine-year City Coun-
cil veteran.

Wilson captured 889 votes
and 48 absentee ballots, com-
fortably knocking out indepen-
dent challenger Helen Mano-
gue, who received 754 votes
and 28 absentee ballots. In to-
tal, Wilson received 917 votes
to Manogue'’s 782.

Support for the incumbent,
a former City Council presi-
dent and executive director of
the city’s HOPES organization,
was particularly strong in the
Fifth Ward's heavily Hispanic
Third and Fifth Districts.

In the Fifth District, Wilson
received 233 votes compared to
Manogue’s 144. In the Third
District, he received 200 com-
pared to 151 for Manogue.

Rick Shaftan, a Wilson
campaign organizer, said a
“special push” was made in the
last 10 days in the ward.

S—————

TAXES
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had been assessed at only 6 or 7

rcent of true value, according
to Monte. Under that formula,
the owner of the $150,000 home
paid about $2,205. Next year,
that bill will be between $2,700
and $3,000.

Under the old system, con-
dominiums have been assessed
at 12 percent. Commercial prop-
erties have been assessed at be-
tween 14 and 18 percent, Monte
said, and industrial properties
were assessed at 45 percent.

Monte said in a statement that
ihe long-awaited revaluation
will spread the tax burden more
fairly.

“My intention has always
been to have all properties
assessed as closely as possible
to 100 percent of true value,”
Monte said. “This will result in
greater uniformity, with every-
one paying his or her fair
share.”

Monte brushed aside the sug-
gestion that older homeowners
will be upset by the news.
“Should I wish that the value of
their property is nothing?”’
Monte said. ‘‘Everyone should
pay their fair share — no more,
no less.”

Monte said any taxpayer who
has no idea of value of their
property should get a pro-
fessional opinion from an ap-

raiser or real estate firm to
?’md out if the assessment 1S
equitable. He added that tax-

yers should contact Real
Property Appraisers. the re-
valuation firm, if they feel there
are extenuating circumstances

that might lesson their tax bill.
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that Councilman Steve Cap-
piello shouldn’t have voted on
the original proposal to devel-
op the city-owned land because
he owns property within a 250-
foot radius of the project.
Cappiello owns two lots at
163-165 Newark St., less than a
block away from a municipal
parking lot on Bloomfield
Street that is part of the intend-

ed project. Cappiello said he
had consulted with the federal
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, and was told
there was no conflict since he
had not acquired the land re-
cently and would not sell it as
part of the project.

Construction on the Ob-
serv_er.Park project is slated to
begin in September.




MAYOR VEZZETTI DEAD

Medics work hour to save heart attack victim

By Dominick Calicchi
J ’ ™ .h
and Jim Kop(-hain: o

‘ Hoboken Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti died at 12:03 this
;r:.(t);(r"l?g of a massive heart

City Police Chief George
Crimmins announced the death
of the popular 59-year-old may
or to the small crowd of friends
at the emergency room at St
Mary Hospital. The death fol
lowed almost an hour of resus-
citation attempts by emergency
crews after Vezzetti mllupwd
in his apartment at 109 14th St.

JUST PAST MIDNIGHT

Vezzetti
dies of
heart
attaclg(

Revi\%l‘ﬁqtignpts
t hospital failed

By DAVID LIPPMAN
and MICHAEL STEARNS
Staft Writers

HOBOKEN—Mayor Thomas
F. Vezzetti died at 12:03 this
morning of a heart attack at St.
Mary Hospital here. He was 59.

Police Chief George Crimmins
Sr. announced the mayor'’s
death in the emergency room of
the hospital.

Dr. Angelo Caprio pronounced
the mayor dead in the emer-
gency room and evacuated it.
According to Caprio, neighbors
heard Vezzetti fall in his apart-
ment at 314 14th St. They called
the Hoboken Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps, which responded
within minutes, along with Jer-
sey City paramedics. The mayor
arrived at the hospital at 11:35
p-m.

Caprio said the emergency
medical technicians and later
the hospital staff attempted to
revive the mayor for an hour,
but all attempts were fruitless.

The hospital halls were full of
the mayor's supporters, most of
whom were crying.

City Business Administrator
Edwin Chius said at the hospital

Please see VEZZETTI Page 8
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Neighbors and Vezzetli's
ymmate, Harry Sgardelis,
at about 11 p.m
afler hearing Vezzetli's col-
lapse, said police. Emergency
medical erews were immedi-
ately on the scene trying to
revive Lthe mayor

The Hoboken Volunteer
Ambulance Corps was called
and responded by sending the
Jersey City paramedics

The mayor was brought to

o«

called police

VEZZETTI

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the hospital by 11:30 p.m

) “He was worked on from
the minute he dropped to the
minute he was brought in”
said Dr. Angelo Caprio, who
headed the efforts at St. Mary
“But all attempts to resuscitate
the mayor failed.”

_ Councilman Joseph Della
Fave was with Vezzetti when
he died. Upon Vezzetti's death,
Della Fave eame out of the
emergency room and asked the

that ti. 2 City Council would meet
today to choose a successor.

Crimmins said from the hospi-
tal, “I think 1 speak for the
whole city that we have suf fered
a great loss.”

Earlier in the evening, the
mayor was described as heing
angry over the outcome f the
sth Ward council sp. .
tion yesterday in whi-  © . «f
didate, Helen Manogue, was de-
feated by incumbent E. Norman
Wilson.

The bachelor Vezzetti was de-
scribed as the ‘“wackiest mayor
in America” by the Daily News
of New York, shortly after tak-
ing office in 1985.

Noted for his flamboyant
dress and for walking the
streets, talking to people
through a bullhorn, Vezzetti de-
scribed himself as “‘a specialist
in human relations.”

Thomas Vezzetti, named after
Thomas Jefferson, was born in
Bradley Beach in 1928, along
with his twin sister, Louise, who
now lives in Puerto Rico.

He described his father as “a
bootlegger,”” who owned five
saloons including the Madison
Hotel at 14th and Washington
streets.

His mother, the former Louise
Mussi, was a heiress to a
peanuts and dried fruit fortune.
“That's where 1 get my cam-

paign money from,” Vezzetll
said in a January 1987 interview
with New Jersey Monthly.

Vezzetti, 59, had a history of :

coronary problems, particularl
arrythmia, a condition whe:
the heartbeat sometimes 1S Ir<
regular. .
In January, he was in Christ?
Hospital in Jersey City fer a
week after suffering a con-
cussion after he fell from the
dais at the inauguration of
Hudson County Executive Rob+
ert C. Janiszewski. '

In December, the mayor was
admitted to Christ Hospital after
a build-up of fluid in his lungs
left him unable to breathe nor-
mally. Vezzetti admitted at the
time that the condition was
caused by a departure from his

rescribed low-sodium diet.

His battles with the then ad-
ministration of Mayor Steve
Cappiello led Vezzetti into poli-
tics. He first was elected to the
City Council from the 2nd Ward
in 1983. Vezzetti then ran for
mayor against Cappiello in 1985
and was won a runoff election.

Before becoming mayor,
Vezzetti was a security guard at
a Manhattan bank and was
working on a master’s degree in
history at New York Universitys

stan Eason, Chris Ave and
Matt Dietrich contributed €6 this
report. s |

trying to determine how to run a
city without a mayor.

In the City Clerk’s Office,
council members who had not
been aligned with Vezzetti
planned governmental and polit-
ical strategy, trying to decide
who to support for interim
mayor. Upstairs in the Mayor’s
Office, Vezzetti's friends and ad-

i ed the details of the

on Saturday and dis-
cussed the daily operation of the
city.
also tried to explain their
feelings about the city's first
mayor to die in office.

“He loved young people, h®
loved creative people, he love

le with guts,’ Laurie Fa-
iano, Vezzetti’s top aide, said
between sobs. ‘‘He was com-
letely selfless. He was such an
innocent.

“He was always saying one of
two things — either thanking
everybody, or apologizing be-
cause he wasn’t better,” she
continued.

As they discussed the mayor,
friends kept coming back to the
same themes: his openness, his
simple, naive dedication to hon-

Staff Writer

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

esty and his assumption that
honesty leads to better govern-
ment.

Councilwoman Helen A. Cun-
ning, whose photograph is
framed above Vezzetti's desk,
said that, regardless of the im-
pact of the mayor’s efforts, they
were honest efforts.

“He promised good, open gov-
ernment, and he tried to deliver
it,” Cunning said. “He was a
dreamer, you know, and he had
a knack for making some things
come true.”

Vezzetti was known by those
outside his circle of friends as a
tenacious campaigner, who took
his bullhorn onto the streets as
early as 6 a.m., spreading his
message to anyone and every-
one. His mayoral style had been
attacked by his political ene-
mies as remote, and some had
tried to paint him as a figure-
head who largely was controlled
by his advisors.

Cunning disputed that yester-
day as she recalled frequent
arguments with her political
ally. “That stuff was garbage.
Tommy had his own mind — you
couldn’t get Tommy to do some-
thing if you had an ax to his

‘City has lost

head,” she said.

Vezzetti was a fighter, his
friends and foes recalled, who
was eternally on the campaign
trail. The night he died, he had
suffered a setback in the 5th
Ward City Council race, when
his candidate, Helen Manogue,
was beaten by the incumbent, E.
Norman Wilson.

“Ineptitude, they chose i
titude,” a haggard Vezzetti told

Knights

By Jim Kopchains

mayor's chief aide and spokes-
woman Laurie Fabiano to
come in. Fabiano was shaking
and crying when she went in
said observers X

Friends and city officials
said Vezzetli showed no signs
of illness last night when he
attended the party for Fifth
Ward Council candidate Helen
Manogue at the Trilogy Cafe on
11th Street.

Manogue lost the special

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti, right, and

election to incumbent Council
man E. Norman Wilson Jr. last
night. Vezzetti had strongly
supported Manogue and
seemed “very downcast and
disappointed” at the party, ac-
cording to Councilwoman Hel-
en Cunning.

Cunning said she last saw
Vezzetti when he left the cafe
and started to walk home.

“He stopped to talk to some
people and that was the last

time I saw him,” she said

Roy Haack, the city's water
amj‘ sewerage superintendent,
said he met with Vezzetli sev-
eral times during the day yes-
terday but had noticed nothing
wrong with the mayor. “It was
Just a typical day for Vezzetti
Haack said,

Although he had not com-
pvlalned of illness recently.
Vezzetti had had a history of
heart trouble and had checked
into St. Mary several times for

chest pains since becoming
-

See MASSIVE — Page 10.

Helen
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left, listen as challenger Helen

Manogue gets results confirming her defeat. A few minutes later, the mayor headed home, where he

suffered a fatal heart attack.

Street smarts, plain talk

prowgl |

By Janet Wilson 3 oz _8/

“They beat us on the
street,” said a dejected Mark
Singleton, campaign manager

News analysis

for defeated Fifth Ward chal-
lenger Helen Manogue. “They
had nine workers on every cor-
ner for our one, and they beat
us.”

Incumbent Councilman E.
Norman Wilson trounced Man-
ogue for a number of reasons.

The Hoboken Knights of!

this reporter a couple of hours columbus Council is again en-

before he died. He then turned

tering the federally subsidized

and, characteristically, said, “‘I housing arena, this time with a

want to thank you.”

heart attack early yesterday,

agreed — through their grief —

HOBOKEN—TIt is not the bull-
horn, unlaced shoes or purple
felt hat that Tom Vezzetti’s
friends will remember.

“The city has lost its heart,”
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius said early yesterday
morning.

Those closest to the flam-
boyant mayor, who died of a

that Vezzetti’'s warmth far out-
weighed his unconventional de-
meanor.

As red-eyed friends and co-
workers tried to put their feel-
ings in words, the business of the
city continued yesterday. City
Council members and super-
visors scurried between offices,

Please see REACTION Page 16

67-unit senior citizens project
on Madison

Street.

» R

GIRL HIT BY CAR — Paramedics arriving
; lost her ba
in the street at 4 p.m. yesterday. The girl suffered injuries to

whom, police said, apparen

seniors

2-2-¢%¢

One was a solid street cam-
paign organized by the Young
Demoecratic Club, and their ef-
fective canvassing of Joseph
Barry's subsidized housing
units.

Wilson is also the old-tim-
er. born and bred in Hoboken
with roots in City Hall as well
as in his Fifth Ward anti-pover-
ty offices. Manogue is the first
of the urban pioneers — she is
by no means a newcomer — but
she needed the newer resi-
dents’ votes to win.

At 5:10 p.m., with less than

The council received final
site plan approval from the city
Planning Board for Columbian
Arms, their second senior citi-
zen’s project in Hoboken.

Construction on the six-sto-
ry building, to be built at 514-

526 Madison St., could begin in

Police Lt. Glenn Gilbert of Jersey City's West District. She was treated
Medical Center, said a Medical Center spokeswoman.

winning margin

three hours left in the election,
Manogue was trying to drag
votes off the rush-hour buses
on Washington Street. Wilson’s
workers were ringing doorbells
in Applied Housing and corral-
ling neighbors by their first
names off street corners.
“Yuppies don't like to vote.
They'd rather go for a drink
after work,” said mayoral assis-
tant Laurie Fabiano bitterly as
she looked at the district re-
sults four hours later. “If she

See — Page 10.

May, according to Maurice De-
Gennaro, chairman of the chap-
ter’s Board of Trustees.

The new project follows
Columbian Towers, a 170-unit
seniors project on Bloomfield’
Street between First and Sec-
ond streets built in 1985.

vissaser]
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on DeKalb Avenve in Jersey City assist Tomika Brodder, 11,

lance and fell backward against a passing car while playing
her stomach, left arm and left leg, soid

and released from Jersey City

Massive heart
attack claims
Mayor Vezzetti

Continued from Page |
m* ~in 1985 On New Year's
way, Vezzetti s
a crowded podium at the inau-
guration of County Executive
Robert Janiszewski at the Hud-
son County Administration
Building. The mayvor fell down
and struck his head on the mar
ble floor. He remained hospi
talized for almost a week from
the injuries '
Vezzetti would have been
up for election next year. City
Attorney William Graves is ex-
p_e(‘tod to make a determina-
tion this morning as to how an
the city’s acting mayor will be
chosen, said Crimmins
Business Administrator
Edwm_ Chius said everyone in
the city was shaken by the
news. “It's just a tragedy. He
was a man who dedicated his

seat slipped off

whole life to the
good.”

On July 2, 1985, 57-year-old

Thomas Vezzetti took his oath
of office from Gov
Kean. In his way, Vezzetti had
reached the top in one of the
most biz‘arre elections ever to
occur in Hudson County
politics. .
. For years considered noth-
ing more than a political gad-
fly, Vezzetti had slowly created

a following among the voters of

Hoboken, growing in political
power and winning an upset
victory for councilman before
heading the strong ticket that
upset three-term Mayor Steve
Cappiello.

Walkmg the streets and
shouting his campaign slogan
“Always a pleasure” into his
bullhorn‘ Vezzetti became an
instantly recognizable fixture
on the streets that summer.
With the bullhorn and a dis-
play of colorful, clashing suits
and ties, Vezzetti's mayoral
campaign made every day seem
as if the circus were in town.

A_nd in first the general
elections and then a special
runoff, the symbol of Vezzetti
combined with growing voter
dissatisfaction with Cappiel-
lo’s administration to push the
former gadfly into City Hall.

Almost immediately, Vez-
zetti took City Hall like a hurri-
cane, sending old workers out
and bringing in a new team to
un the city. Still, Vezzetti
naintained the same style of

oroject OK'd

Like Columbian Towers,
the building will be construct-
ed solely with federal housing
funds and all rents will be sub-
sidized through federal Sec-
tion 8 housing grants.

To build the project, De-
Gennaro said the Knights
agreed to serve as the sponsor-
ing organization which means
that the members will oversee
the spending of the federal
funds and will maintain and
operate the premises on a bud-
get supplied by the federal De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

DeGennaro said the coun-
cil decided to approach HUD
for approval on a new project
because of the long waiting list
for Columbian Towers.

“Right now, we have about
500 people on the list looking
for apartments at the towers,”
DeGennaro said. “While we
can make some accommoda-
tions for emergency cases, most
of the applicants can only just
wait.”

The tenants in the new pro-
ject will be taken from the first
applicants on the list for Co-
lumbian Towers, DeGennaro
said.

At last night's meeting, De-
Gennaro: Martin McCarthy, at-
torney for the Knights, and
Saul Prail, a representative for
architect A.T. Pancari con-
vinced the board to grant four
variances. Two of the variances
will permit thechapter to build
up to the g[operty line rather
than set the building back 10
feet from the line. Another
variance will set the height of
an enclosing fence at six feet
and the final variance will
waive the requirements for a
loading platform.

In other business, the
board approved subdivisions
for plans at 1008-1010 Washing-
ton St. and 128-130 Park Ave.

The Washington Street
property will permit the recon-
struction of two four-story resi-
dential apartment buildings.
The Park Avenue subdivision
clears the way for two new two-
family buildings on the site.

——

common

Thomas

outgoing cheer that he dis
played during the campaign

This style soon Hecam
known to the rest of the metro
politan area through a story i
the New York Daily New
Their Sunday Magazine article
on Feb. 2, 1986 proclaimed hi
“the Wackiest Mayor i
America.”

Other officials might be put
off by such a designation, but
Vezzetti seemed to thrive on
the image:

“I'm international
Four million people are going
to see Hoboken's handsome
mayor — my exuberance, m)
charm, my looks,~W Vezzelti
joked in discussing that article

“1 think people are sophis
ticated enough to comprehend
what I'm doing. Don't mind
words. Always mind what 1 do

now

Street
smarts
wins it

Continued from Page 1
can't win 'em, who the hell
can?”

Manogue supporters
charged that Appl Housing
workers campaigned in Barry's
buildings for Wilson. The sev-
eral hundred subsidized units
under publisher-real estate
magnate Barry's control do
provide a unique opportunity
to pick up solid blocs of votes in
Districts Three and Five, and
that is exactly what Wilson did.

Wilson also ran a series of
slickly designed negative ads
about his opponent in Barry's
Hoboken Reporter, yet his
campaign expenditure forms
show no payment for those ads.
Barry could not be reached for
comment.

But Wilson also used plain
words in debates, while Mano-
gue gave complex but lengthy
answers. He talked about
“keeping Hoboken as one hap-
py neighborhood,” while she
outlined equity financing solu-
tions for affordable housing.

To Manogue's supporters,
Wilson’s victory is an outrage
because they didn’t see any
substance in his answers.

“They voted for ineptitude.
They want ineptitude, they got
it,” said Mayor Thomas Vez-
zetti, who lost the chance to
pick up another ally, albeit an
uneasy ope, on the fractious
council.

Manogue did have veteran
c.jampaigner and former Coun-
cil President Marty Brennan on
her side, but it wasn’t enough to
stop the steamroller. Without
having to worry about their
own elections or any pretenses
of a “fragile coalition” with
pro-Vezzetti council members.
Sixth Ward Councilman David
Roberts, Council President
Patrick Pasculli and the rest of
James Farina's Young Demo-
cratic Club were able to push
Wilson into City Hall.

Wilson’s victory was impor-
tant to them because it helps
eliminate Manogue as a possi-
ble mayoral candidate in two
vears against their candidate,
Pasculli, and keeps their orga-
nizational skills well-oiled.

The Young Dems have now
won every race they've taken
on in the last year, except
agains! former Mayor and cur-
rent Third Ward Councilman
Steve Cappiello on his home
turf last May.




5% The sad tale of Tommy and Harry

:
Mayor’s roommate grieves over the death of his savior

had more luck saving Harry. In 1978, speak at the meeting. We had to hold him

when the two men moved into the rail- down.”

road flat at 109 14th St., Tommy helped > &9

Harry, 62, wean himsell of a pint of HARRY SMOKED Benson & Hedges

whiskey a day. He was there when “the . ¢;garettes and paced in the kitchen the

horrors” struck. He kept Alcoholics .o chared when he talked about Tom- 00k @ room, and stayed until

Anonymeus a vibrant alternative my vesterday. Wearing plastic sandals 1978, when Tommy sold the ho-
“He said the happiest day of his life  3n4°s pajama top over his T-shirt, he '

was when 1 got my 9%-day pin,”” Harry - ~SATES Poce 78 Then Tommy found the apart-

said. “He was so happy he wanted to aee 800 "o ment at 109 14th St. for Harry

MATE

ED FROM PAGE

made Sanka in a battered pot on
the stove. He did not want Lo sit

Harry met Tommy at the bar
of the Madison Hotel in 1960
Tommy's father owned the
place. Harry was living at the
YMCA at the time, and he came
in to start drinking. It felt like
home ,and later in the day he

Tommy collapsed late Tuesday, his
weak heart stricken by a political set-
back that night, or crushed by his hurried
pace walking up six flights to the two
bedroom apartment the men shared for
10 years

“1 tried to tell him to take his time
going up these stairs,” Harry said. “‘But
he wouldn't.”

Tommy, who never smoked or drank,

By WALTER OWEN
bituary Editor ;
HOBOKEN-—John Steinbeck wrote

& about men such as Mayor Thomas F

| at Vezzetti and Harold Sgardelis. His bro-
' - —— ken characters mended in bonds of

:““.' ‘Hgob *:; ;‘:;:,Omma {riendship formed on skid row, much as
Thomas F. ezzetti. Harry healed in the huge grasp of his

DON MCCOY THE HUDSON DISFATCN

-

By 8:07

friend, Tommy.

— A - —

p.m.,

it was Wilson

without

doubt

7
By Patricia Scott 7/  ,’ ‘ ggwho stayed at Wilson's camp

It was just a few seconds on
a hold button — maybe 10, may-
be more — but time stood still
in the E. Norman Wilson cam-
paign headquarters at 8:06 last
night.

Only the buzz of a glaring
fluorescent overhead light
could be heard.

Supporters stood, hands on
hearts, cigarettes dangling
from parched lips, waiting for
the official word.

And when the “hold” but-
ton lifted — and the City Clerk’'s
office informed Wilson work-
ers their incumbent council-
man will comfortably retain his
office — the screams could be
heard as far off as Washington
Street, two blocks away.

There, the silence was pal-
pable as Helen Manogue's cam-
paign manager Mark Singleton
offered a “sad announcement”
to the gathered Manogue camp:
“They killed us.”

By 8:07, the verdict was of-
ficially in, and 20 minutes later
independent challenger Mano-
gue briefly stopped by the Wil-
son headquarters formally to
concede.

For E. Norman Wilson, who
stayed outside in the bracing
cold removed from the 300
workers who filled every nook
of his 12th Street headquarters,
victory was never sweeter.

- “All I can say is, it couldn’t
have happened without these
people,” Wilson said, as his
crowd of cheering supporters
poured onto the street to report

the outcome. “They came out.

for me and they stuck with me
and 1 can never thank them
enough.”

Among the familiar faces’

Sm

Ot

throughout the tense hours
leading to his victory were his
fellow Councilman Dave Rob-
erts, attorney Richard Seltzer
of Help Hoboken Housing,
Maurice Fitzgibbons and
Board of Education Trustee
Perry Belfiore.

An emotional crowd, jubi-
lant and sobbing with joy,
stayed at headquarters long af-
ter the results flooded in.

“I can say with honesty that
Norman is one of the most de-
cent and genuine people 1
know and it's a pleasure to
work with him,” said Roberts,
who manned the phone lines
and received district outcomes
from 7 p.m. on. “He's a great
guy and we're all very proud of
his success tonight.”

Wilson shunned reporters
éarly in the evening, and
stayed out on the street bun-
dled into a heavy beige cape.
But by 8:30, Wilson was beam-
ing and offering a hearty hand-

See INCUMBENT — Page 10.

Election result
is ‘negligible’

By Dominick Calicchio

Be they happy or sad about
the results of yesterday's Fifth
Ward election, apparently no
one in Hoboken City Hall felt
obligated ‘to notify the Hudson
County Board of Elections
about the final tally, in which
incumbent Councilman E. Nor-
man Wilson defeated challeng-
er Helen Manogue.

“We called and called and
either no one was there or no
one picked up the phone,” said
Maria Klein, a county election
staffer who called The Jersey
Journal to find out how the
election was going.

Eventually, she found out.

“We finally got through to
the Police Department and
they said Wilson won by about
150,” she said.

Photo by Steve Golecks

Victorious councilman E. Norman Wilson, left, receives a concession handshake from Helen Manogue.

Incumbent Wilson captures

5th Ward special election

Continued from Page 1
shake to his supporters.

The scene was a sadly con-
trasting one over at Manogue's
gathering, where volunteers
with red-rimmed eyes hugged
their defeated candidate, then
slowly filed out.

“I had so much wonderful
support. You've been absolute-
ly great,” said Manogue, before
conceding to the man she has
challenged three times in less
than a year.

Rick Shaftan, a Wilson
campaign coordinator, said
workers sensed the “Wilson
momentum’™ 10 days ago.
“That’s when we first began
hearing that people were com-
ing out,” he said. “It fell into
place.”

Anxious poll workers who
gathered to nibble pizza and
doughnuts at the shabby Wil-
son storefront headquarters
said the incumbent’s easy
sweep to victory was a triumph
“for old Hoboken.”

“This proves people re-
member who really is there for
them and who represents the
interests of the city,” said one

poll worker, a longtime Wilson
aide. “It shows the yuppies
don’t vote.”

Even Manogue supporters
conceded that a lack of voting
by the yuppie contingent may
have hurt their candidate
badly.

Throughout the often bitter
campaign, Manogue portrayed
herself as the “new” choice
who represented change for
the city and, Wilson claimed,
depicted him as part of the old
guard.

Wilson last night said his
victory represented a moral tri-
umph as well as a political one.

“Anything more than-one

all agency is a large mover

‘Water rorlt»_"l‘[ansit unit plans light-rail line on Hudson shore

By JUDY TEMES
Business Writer
HOBOKEN-—-For a $1 billion

. program, there are few faces be-

hind the state’s proposed water-

front transportation project, but

those in charge say they wanted

it that way.

They did not want the bu-
reaucracy that has often bogged
down multi-million dollar state
projects.

The Waterfront Transit De-
velopment unit of New Jersey
Transit has a staff of about a
dozen people. Once fully estab-
lished next year, it will have a
staff of about 30, but no more,

“ says NJT spokesman Anthony
Grazioso. Located in a small of-

“ fice at the Hoboken Terminal
here, a small size is critical

So is keeping costs down. The
unit, when started, received less
than $1 million for start-up costs

" from NJT. It now has more than
$80 million in the bank, but

' that’s still less than 10 percent of
the total project cost

The unit was established in
May 1987 by NJT's Board of Di-
rectors in response to a request

ety

from Gov. Thomas H. Kean, who
in 1985 called for a program to
implement a waterfront transi-
tway on the Hudson River
coastline. Its first director,
Joseph A.. Martin, was ap-
pointed last spring.

Martin and his team are
charged with planning the $1
billion bus, road and light-rail
system that will extend from
Edgewater to southern Jersey
City, hopefully by 1998, if all
goes as planned. Martin will ov-
ersee land acquisition, a lengthy
process that has just begun, and
construction of the light-rail
line, the bulk of the program
that will account for about $700
million of the cost.

The lightirail line, as planned,
will extend from the former
Pennsylvania Railroad’s
Weehawken Tunnel in North
Bergen, turn east through the
Arcorp and Hartz Mountain
properties in Weehawken, head
south around the western rim of
Hoboken, turn south along the
waterfront in Jersey City and
end near Jersey City State Park
Martin envisions the rolling

stock as a trolley system similar
to ones in use in Portland, Ore.,
and Pittsburgh, with tracks oh a
grade alongside cars and power
cables (called pantographs) ov-
erhead.

Portland operates a modern
system of Boeing light-rail vehi-
cles whereas Pittsburgh runs an
older system with a more
patchwork collectiofy of trolleys,
ranging from Art-Deco 1934 PCC
cars to gleaming new Hawker-
Siddeley articulated cars.

Critics of the plan say they
want it extended much furtiger
than now planned — west, north,
and south. Others want big
chunks of the system elevated —
sych as the Boston subway's
Green Line — to avoid conges-
tion on local roads. But both
plans at this point are un-
realistic, according to Martin.
(‘nﬁl. again, is the key factor.

Unlike other divisions of NJT,
Martin answers directly to the
state agency ' heard. That's
something only NJT Executive
Director Jerome C. Primo does
right now. That in itself demon-

~ - : v
strates how important the state

considers this project, Grazioso
said. “It’s such a big project, it
needs daily attention,” he said.

Martin was recruited by a na-
tional agency after months of
search. He is the former county
administrator of Essex County,
where he served from 1985 to
1987. Martin was also a man-
agement consultant to Touche-
Ross, an accounting concern,
and Cresan, McCormick and
Paget of Washington, a long-
range planning financial man-
agement firm. Martin also was a
transit planner for Arlington,

L ]
vote for me would have been a
triumph after what we all went
through this year,” he said. “It
was ridiculous.”

The incumbent said His-
panic voters played a “special
part” in his victory. “I couldn’t
have done it without every
group,” he said. Support for
Wilson was particularly high in
the ward’s poorer areas, espe-
cially the Third and Fifth
Districts.

“I'm a happy man tonight
because I'm vindicated,” he
said. “We went through a lot to
get to this point and finally
have it settled. Now we look
ahead.”

and planned to stay until he
found his own place. He never
left
Perseverence was his

greatest attribute,” Harry said

He had an average 1Q, but 1
wish 1 had his standards. | used
to tell him he was too dumb to be
a thief. He said he'd rather be
dumb and honest than be a
thief

Tommy’s mind was deceptive
by turns sweetly naive and elo-
quently witty. In the dim room
where the late mayor’s ragged
bed is crowded by books and
clothes, there is no sign of com
fort or vanity. “The Public Pa
pers and Addresses of Franklin
D. Roosevelt” in three volumes
sits in a cleared space above a
dresser bursting with suits

Gibbon, Whitman, Mann,
Adam Smith, Churchill all have
places in the gloom.

* ¥ %

“HE HAD to work harder,”
Harry said. “‘His older brother
had all the attributes, good
looks, tall, high 1Q. That's why
he tried to save drunks. His
brother died from alcoholism.”

Harry, a cook for Meals on
Wheels in Secaucus, has the first
room off the kitchen. Tommy
had his own entrance, but even-
tually his bookshelves and
clothes blocked the door. To get
to his room, you must walk
through Harry's, which is the
only room where Tommy’s gar-
ish suits are not racked in
bundles or spilling off shelves.

“I tried to tell him to take his
time going up those stairs,”
Harry said again.

When Tommy became mayor
in 1985, he was out for dinner
most nights of the week. He
loved eggs and pork, but he gave
them up under doctor’s orders.
Amid the clutter on the counters

Thomas V. Vezzetti uses his
familiar bullhorn during a
campaign swing down the
streets of his beloved
Hoboken. FILE PHOTO
are signs of a bachelor’s unprac-
ticed shopping, numerous jars of
spaghetti sauce beside family
packs of Ivory soap and boxes of
Rice Crispies.

* % *®

HARRY HELD up an un-
opened bag of granola and said
Tommy was supposed to be on a
health kick.

He pulled an uncovered pot of
chicken breast and rigatone in
tomato sauce out of the refrig-
erator.

“I knew he was going to have
a big day yesterday, so I made
this special for him. It was his
favorite,” he said.

Late last night, Tommy col-
lapsed by the refrigerator,
the door that had not had a |
for four years because Tommy
and Harry knew everyone in the
neighborhood.

Va., and Syracuse, N.Y.

~ Hoboken gets $100G

to raze eyesore sites

By Patricia Scott 3-<- T

A small building near Ste-
vens Institute of Technology
complex may be facing the
wrecker’s ball.

Hoboken yesterday re-
ceived a $100,000 grant from
the State Urban Center Special
Assistance Project. The pro-
gram is a special funding plan
that provides money to urban
municipalities to be used to-
ward the razing of old and dete-
riorated buildings.

The late Mayor Thomas
Vezzgtti was instrumental in
obtaining the grant, mayorial
aide Laurie Fabiano said.

Fabiano said there are sev-
eral eyesore sites, but the most
likely is one at Stevens Park on
Fourth and River Streets.

The little building near the
college campus has fallen into
disrepair. At one time, the city
site held bathrooms and served
as a tool shed for the park, but
has been unused for decades
and is a local eyesore.

Vezzetti and
his legacy .,

'iIhAere are plenty of images and
words of Thomas Vezzetti that stand
out in memory — his catch phrases,

his unconventional clothing, his
emotional outbursts.

But he left a more significant
legacy behind. He broadened the
possibilities of politics in Hudson
County, especially in Hoboken.

He had gained a reputation for
years as a critic of government, who
sometimes would bring his typewrit-
er to council meetings to work on
papers for his master’s degree while
waiting for a council meeting to
start.

He performed that role with per-
severance. He was not discouraged
by how often he would have to re-
peat his point to get an answer from
the council, or from the Hudson
County Board of Freeholders. He
had his perspective and passions
about what government should do,
and he persisted in his activist, crit-
ic’s role.

But in winning a council seat, he
went from critic outside government
to Hoboken legislator. And in 1985,
during a period of sharp change in
Hoboken, he won the mayoralty it-
self. He showed that he held a spe-
cial place in Hoboken’s public life.
He also showed that there was a way
to win without being either a tech-
nocratic elitist or clubhouse
politician.

In a curious way, his triumph was
a demonstration of the vigor of de-
mocracy in city government.

As a reform mayor, he wasn’t
beholden to special interests, he
brought in some fresh faces to local
government and pushed some good
and important programs including
an anti-warehousing law, restruc-
turing of city government adminis-
tration and mandatory affordable
housing contributions.

He also made mistakes. Some-
{imes it seemed very hard for him to
be switching from the role of critie
to one of administrator. It seemed
he found it easier to say what should
be done than to tell people to do it.

But his basic legacy is a highly
positive one. He deserves to be re-
membered with a special fondness.

City's stake
in fioysing,

The swirl of economic develop-
ment has been dramatic in Hoboken
this past decade. But while giving
benefits to some, that development
has made things much more difficult
for less-affluent people hoping to
rent an apartment.

The City of Hoboken has an im-
portant stake in maintaining a place
for the less-affluent rentpayer. To
do that it must harness some of the
development still to come.

That's why a proposed afford-
able housing ordinance in Hoboken
deserves support.

The proposal, which the city
council has forwarded to the plan-
ning board for review, wouldn't af-
fect small projects of four units or
fewer.

But, by requiring an affordable
housing component in larger devel-
opments, it would provide a level
playing field for any developer to
build in the city.

In addition, it is flexible enough
to allow the affordable housing com-
ponent to be in the form of a cash
contribution to an affordable hous-
ing program, a set-aside within the
project for low-or-moderate income
residents, or construction of similar
units elsewhere.

There may be some compromises
that can be agreed upon in the de-
tails of the proposal. But the con-
cept deserves strong support and
the ordinance should be enacted
speedily.

Of course, such action is an inter-
vention in the market economy. But
the severe troubles in the housing
market, and the concurrent dearth
of federal funding available for
housing for the less prosperous peo-
ple in the county, make such action
by local governments and local de-
velopers highly desirable.

An affordable housing require-
ment deserves to be adopted. The
ordinance could stand as a real
achievement for the administration
of Mayor Thomas Vezzetti and the
members of the city council who
support it




Vezzetti will lie

Block mourning buntin
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By Janet Wilson

The Rev. Daniel O'Brien,

will be closed tomorrow

Photo by Ed Peters

is draped ocross the entrance fto
oken City Hall.

VEZZETTI: The man, the mayor

LIFE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“His spirit always surpassed
his flesh,” said Gerard Costa, a
supporter and Board of Educa-
tion candidate. ““He ignored his

rsonal needs and he was im-
perfect. But his sense of what
was right was flawless.”

How well the mayor executed
that instinet is open to debate. A
drive to create affordable hous-
ing is largely unrealized be-
cause major portions of the ef-
fort have not yet passed by the
City Council. Similarly, plans to

nize city government are
not yet in place, and even
Vezzetti's considerable skills as
a campaigner could not avert
defeats

in various municipal
elections. That includes the 5th
Ward race, where the mayor
canvassed his final votes Tues-
day night.
res Mongon, mother of
t who has not had a fixed ad-
dress for two years, resides with
her mother-in-law in the same
14th Street building in which
Vezzetti lived. Five of her chil-
dren are in foster care, and the
rest live with her.

“] would see him and he'd
keep promising he was W orking
on getting me a place,”” Mongon
said. “But 1 don’t think he had

er. He was trying, but he
was not the kind of person to

push people.”
® % %
HAD HE lived, Vezzetti might
have faced a race he could not
win in 1989, when his term ex-

/
€€ He had a gentleness of spirit and a self-

ment.

He railed against what he
called the “geoundrels’ that
preceded him in the second-floor
City Hal! office, “raping the city
of Hoboken.” He was obsessed
with ridding the city of looming,
entrenched powers — an ob-
session, perhaps, that proved
too stressful even for his bulky
frame.

“Very few people can say, ‘1
gave my all,’ 7 Councilwoman
Helen Cunning said. “He did.”

* k%

VEZZETTI AND a twin sister,
Louise Camp of Isla Verde,
Puerto Rico, were born the last
two children in a Hoboken
saloon owner’s family of five.
Vezzetti worked in the family’'s
Madison Hotel on the southwest
corner of Washington and 14th
streets until he joined the Navy
in 1950.

He was a burly man who
played both offensive and de-
fensive tackle on the Navy foot-
ball team. He was discharged in
1954 and returned here to work
at the Madison and finish his
high school education with cor-
respondence courses. He con-
tinued his studies at New York
University, majoring in Ameri-
can history. He earned a mas-
ter's degree in 1976 at NYU,
where he was working on his
doctorate in American history.

“He had stick to-it-iveness,”
said a friend, Nialetta Godstrey

lessness that I've literally never seen in an-

other human being.
Hoboken.

/’

pires. He had been attacked by
critics for bowing to powerful
aides and advisers who, they

rged, took an overly large
role in policy-making.

But Joseph Della Fave, a
councilman who among elected
officials was perhaps closest 10
vezzetti, said the mayors ap-

ance might have clouded

worth.

«] think a lot of people forgot
about who Tommy was because
of the way he was,” Della Fave
said. «And because he had more
of a dream than an ambition, a
Jot of people don’t realize what
he’s done, what a great mayor

was.
heClearly. Vvezzetti brought
more than specific policies 1
the office. He brought ! ) the post
a simple. nalye philo ‘
Honesty makes for good §

This man’s life was

STEVE BLOCK

of Edgewater. “‘He was happy
and proud about the young in-
tellectuals he surrounded
himself with.”

Vezzetti inspired his staff with
his courage. At one Board of
Education meeting, he marched
to the front row of the audience
with a typewriter, typed a letter
and presented it to the board.

“He violated the assumption
that if you looked fine, you were
fine.” Costa said. “‘He was the
guy who said things you wished
you could say.”

But all Vezzetti knew about
government when he seized the
5nd Ward seat from City Council
President Walter S. Cramer 1n
1983 was that he found it corrupt.

‘He was worried about doing
_ Godstrey said. “He
said he was playing it by ear.”

But Costa saw Vezzetti's dis-
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Hoboken City Hall is draped in mourning yesterday in a final tribute
to Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, who died early yesterday.

regard for earthly comforts as a
windfall.

“They couldn’t take anything
away from Tommy,” he said.
“Everything he had, he had
within himself.”

* % %

VEZZETTI'S POLITICAL ide-
alism had its roots at the bar of
the Madison, which he informal-
ly turned into a last refuge for
the down and out. Men could flop
on the pool table. When they
passed out, Vezzetti threw them
over his shoulder and took them
to bed, force feeding them the
next day, if necessary.

“‘He didn’t want them to die,”
Godstrey said. “‘He thought he
could straighten them out, like
he thought he could straighten
out the housing in Hoboken. Lat-
er he told me, ‘1 was very naive.
The corruption is mind-boggl-
ing.

%’ezzetti‘s concern for alcohol-
ics began with the death of his
brother Frank from alcoholism
in 1960.

Former school Trustee Steve
Block said the concern was only
one symbol of a lifelong commit-
ment to helping others.

“He had a gentleness of spirit
and a selflessness that I've liter-
ally never seen in another hu-

man being,”’ Block said. ‘“This

M. KATHLEEN KELLY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

man’s life was Hoboken.”
* % %

VEZZETTI SOLD the
Madison in 1978 and moved into
a sixth-floor railroad apartment
at 109 14th St., which he shared
with a friend and reformed alco-
holic, Harold Sgardelis, 62.

Vezzetti could have lived in
more comfortable circum-
stances, but he appeared not to
care about himself. His bizarre
clothing may have been con-
trived, but it was anything but
vain.

“He didn’'t seem to have an
ego,” Godstrey said. “‘He told
me he had to keep his goal in
mind. ‘I want to keep my humil-
ity,” he said.”

In addition to his sister, he is
survived by two brothers, John
and Robert.

The Earl F. Bosworth Funeral
Home here is handling the ar-
rangements.

March 3, 1988

Black bunting was draped outside City
Hall yesterday, with the American flag at
half staff in honor of the mayor, who died
at 12:03 a.m. vesterday of a massive heart

' A short statement issued yesterday by
Vezzetti's secretary said, “The city of Ho-
boken has suffered a monumental loss.
Mayor Vezzetti was a special person in the
hearts of many. We, the City of Hoboken,
mourn his death and will always love him
and treasure his memory.”

Those sentiments were repeated last
n‘lghl in a resolution adopted by the City
Council at its abbreviated regular meet-
ing. Only routine city business was taken

in state tomorro

3-3-%%¢

The body of Hoboken Mayor Thomas F
Vezzetti will lie in state in City Hall from 1
p.m. to 8 p.m. tomorrow, on the first floor
outside the City Clerk’s office

On Saturday, a funeral
proceed along Washington Street toward
St. Francis Church, Third and Jefferson
streets, where Mass will be said at 10 am
a close friend of
the mayor since childhoed, will celebrate
the Mass. The City Council last night pro-
claimed tomorrow and Saturday official
days of mourning in the city. City offices

weekend

Once an acting mayor 18 named, a spe-
cial election will be scheduled for Novem-
ber. The winner of that election would
serve out the remaining seven months of
Vezzetti's term. If no one was appointed
within 30 days, a special election would be
held in mid-April. The winner of that elec-
tion would serve the remaining year and
two months of Vezzetti's term.

The Council Chambers in City Hall was

care of at last night's City Council meeting
No acting mayor was named, and probably
will not be until after the funeral this

i 1
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See VEZZETTI — Page 10.
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Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, admires a framed cover of the

ntion to a story on “The Wackiest Mayor in America.”’
icle was his boss, who died early yesterday morning.
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cil members who supported
Vezzetti to ask their support to-
day.

But sources close to those
three council members —
Joseph Della Fave, Helen A.
Cunning and Thomas Newman
— said they would oppose the
naming of Pasculli. The three
have maintained that one of
their own should be named to fill
out Vezzetti's term to preserve
its integrity. Cunning would not
comment on the issue except to
say a formal statement from the
three will be released today or
tomorrow.

On what may be a key legal
question, City Law Director Wil-
liam Graves circulated a memo
to council members last week
saying legal precedent suggests
that a council member is not al-
lowed to vote for himself in a
mayoral vote. If that opinion is
accurate, it would force Pasculli
to convince all five opponents of
Vezzetti’s administration to sup-
port him. ’

It could not be determined
whether Pasculli had ac-
complished that by late yester-
day. Sources close t0 the council
said Councilmen David Roberts,
E. Norman Wilson and Edwin
Duroy suppor! Pasculli. That
Jeaves Cuvuncilmen Steve Cap-

Dis

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

piello and Robert A. Ranieri,
two of Vezzetti's most rabid ene-
mies, as the key to Pasculli’s
election.

Cappiello said yesterday he
has not decided who to support.
He said he was looking for some-
one with conservative economic
policies for the city, which is fac-
ing a revaluation and steep
Board of Education and munici-
pal budgets this year. “Iwant to
know which person is going to
have policies to keep this gov-
ernment stable,”” Cappiello said.

Sources maintain that Cap-
piello also wants to obtain some
influence over the new adminis-
tration before he agrees to sup-
port it.

If the council fails to select an
interim mayor by April 1, it
would be forced to declare an
election, which would be held in
mid-May. The council may also
declare its intention to hold an
election, at its meeting Wednes-
day or at any subsequent meet-
ing. The election would be held
approximately 45 days after that
declaration.

The council meeting, set for 7
p.m. Wednesday in its City Hall
chambers, also will allow the
council to pursue business it de-
layed in its meeting last week.
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THE BELOVED CLOWN

To his opponents, Thomas J. Vezzetti was
a clown. He was known for trudging up and
down Washington Street in garishly pat-
terned, mismatched suits, shouting |
through a bullhorn his indignation over vil-
lainy in the politics of Hoboken.

To the people who voted for him, Mr.
Vezzetti was Hoboken’s Everyman, weary
of a municipal government that seemed to
be a private club to which ordinary citizens
paid dues but could not join.

Two years after a surprise victory that

brought him into the City
Council, Mr. Vezzetti
stunned even his sup-
porters — an unlikely mix
of old-timers, Hispanics
and yuppies — by toppling
a 12-year incumbent
mayor. But Mr. Vezzetti's

purple and green coattails |

were short, and he failed

to take with him a Council
VEZZETTI majority.

This led to years of political turbulence,
in which Mr. Vezzetti battled to transform
the city's government according to his vi-
sion. He won some, lost some — won some-
times the support of a ““fragile coalition,”
Jost sometimes to barricaded opponents
fearful of change.

He brought into City Hall new ideas, and
freely delegated his powers to young people
with new energy. He was no administrator,
even his friends would admit, and enemies
criticized him for it. Unable to assail him
for his content, opponents attacked his
style. :

* % ¥

BUT HIS hold on people was powerful.
They perceived a man who was honest. His
visibility — and audibility — endeared him
to Hoboken’s citizens. Mr. Vezzetti's daily
one-man processions between his cold-wa-
ter flat on 14th Street and City Hall were a
street event.

From his bullhorn-echoed compliments
on the grace and beauty of elderly ladies
out shopping, and barbed, witty invective
for the latest misdeeds of his enemies. ‘

Mr. Vezzetti’s greatest virtue and
greatest fault was to be uncompromisingly
outspoken. For this he paid a penalty, for
success in politics demands being politic.
And therefore many of his dreams for
Hoboken were thwarted by those he
castigated.

He tried so hard. In a city of machine poli-
tics, Mr. Vezzetti beat the machine, and |
would not replace it with one of his own. But
voting with the machine was all that some

e knew, so they went on voting for the
only machine in town. It broke his heart.

Tom Vezzetti was Hoboken, in much the
same way half a century ago Fiorello La
Guardia was New York City.

Goodbye, Tom. We’ll miss you.

P@§§E&;LI MAKES THE BIG MOVE

Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
may select an interim mayor
when it meets Wednesday night,
according to City Clerk James
Farina.

City Council President Pa-
trick Pasculli, who yesterday
called the meeting after private
negotiations with other mem-
bers of that body, is considered

Rit_esgs t

to be the favorite for the job.
Sources close to the council said
Pasculli had the support of at
least four other council mem-
bers.

The office of mayor became
vacant early Wednesday when
59-year-old Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti, a self-proclaimed re-
former, died of a massive heart
attack.

Almost from the moment

| had no fear. In a sh
barkeep and one-time

City Hall, and toppled
Thomas F. Vezzetti,

ding the sneers of oppo
and grief.

HOBOKEN—Rumpled, manic and visionary, he
his gait as a crusader against “‘scoundrels™ in

early yesterday morning at St. Mary Hospital, en-

ambling life — as an ex-
security guard — he found

a three-term mayor.
mayor for 32 months, died

nents and invoking sadness

hall tomorrow, from
said at St. Francis Chu
streets on Saturday a
Name Cemetery in Jersey

THE BACHE
with his passio
sometimes slovenly m
his enemies for his mis

Vezzetti died, his political foes
have been conferring on his re-
placement. Under state law, the
City Council had 30 days from
the date of Vezzetti's death to
appoint an- interim mayor, who
would serve until a special elec-
tion in November. Five of the
council’s nine members must
agree on a candidate lor his ap-
pointment to be valid.

Pasculli. a frequent foe of

* % ¥

his words, not his clothes, rattied them.

There will be a wake at Citv Hall's first-floor

Vezzetti, said yesterday that he
would not accept the office un-
less he could f{ind the needed
votes on the council without hav-
ing to “cut a deal,” giving up
mayoral power in exchange for
council support.

Pasculli said that he was close
to forming a coalition around his
candidacy. He added that he
would approach the three coun-

Please see MAYOR Page 16

HIS LIFE WAS HOBOKEN

fo; ‘?g city’s ‘fighter of scoundrels’
By WALTER OWEN ?n; cn;usmpum AVE 1 to 8 p.m. A Mass will be
rch at Third and Jefferson
t 10 a.m. _Burial at Holy
City will follow.

LOR mayor inspired supporters
n for horesty in government. A
an, he attracted scorn from
matched socks, his missing
buttons and his grxzzle. But more often than not

e
Please see LIFE Page 16




His own epitaph:
‘An honest man’

By Jim DeRogatis
Janet Wilson
and Bill Campbell

Hoboken M
Vezzetti alway
to be remembered
est man
protession

The 59-v«
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day morning afl«
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Vezzetli ty)
even among Hud
politicians, know
flamboyant way)

.l\'ll‘ mayor i roll
down Washington Strec! ud
ly announcing his | cal
views through his 1 mark
bullhorn or stopping « few
feet to chat with resids

At 200 pounds and more
than six feet tall, Vezzetu stood
out in a crowd with his loud,
colorful outfits, bright ties and
unlaced shoes

If it was a special occasion,
he might have even worn his

H ¢

size 13, quadruple E)

I was conceived on Castle
Point and born in Bradley
Beach,” he often said. He was
the son of Frank Vezzetti, who
owned four hotels, including
the Madison on 14th Street, and
Lucy Bazzini, heiress to the
Bazzini peanut fortune

Vezzetti grew up in a red
brick house on Castle Point
Terrace and attended Ss. Peter
and Paul grammar school. He
claimed he was left back in the
fifth grade because classmate
Robert Ranieri refused to help
him with his spelling home-
work. Ranieri later became a
councilman and Vezzetti’'s po-
litical arch-rival

Even in his youth, Vezzettl
was outspoken and enjoyed be-
ing the center of attention. “He
was very loud, but not a trou-
blemaker,” recalled grammar
school classmate Lorraine
Campbell.

After graduating from De-
marest High School, Vezzetti
volunteered for the Navy in

See HIS OWN — Page 12,

purple tuxedo with matching °

top hat and bright red shoes

HOBOKEN IN MOURNING

His own epitaph:

. S s
W's his first day as mayor, and Thomas Vezzetti hauls out @
personal welcome ‘mat.’

Continued from Page 1

1950 during the Korean War
He was 22 He served as a sltore-
keeper aboard the aircrafl car-
rier Franklin D. Roosevelt and
was a star guard on the Navy
football team

While in the Navy, Vezzetli
was frequently given demerits
for keeping a sloppy uniform
Once, he nearly walked into a
spinning airplane propeller
Nevertheless, he “was a big,
honest clumsy guy that you
couldn’'t help but love,” said
shipmate Steve Dado, now a
North Bergen shopkeeper

When he left the Navy in
1954, he returned to Hoboken
to care for his mother and run
the Madison. Vezzetti's father
had died in 1952.

“At the time, the Madison
was basically a men’s drinking
bar, and I would put them up
for a night or two,” Vezzetti
said several years ago.

When he wasn’t working at
the Madison, Vezzetti was
studying history at New York
University. He kept his books
behind the bar and studied be-
tween pouring drinks. After 35
years in night school, he had
earned a B.A. and an M.A. in
history and had hoped to re-
turn to NYU next fall to earn
his doctorate.

If patrons of the Madison
succumbed to too much alco-
hol, Vezzetti carried them up
several flights of stairs and put

CITYWITHOUT AMAYOR

Council postpones
lacigg{Vezzetti

re

An honest man

them to bed Afler the bar
closed, he often slept on a pool
table to ward off burglars

Vezzetti sold the Madison
in 1977 shortly after a fire that
claimed the life of one man
Deputy Fire Chief Richard Tre-
mitiedi recalled Vezzetli's
strength and courage during
the fire. Vezzetti carried sever
al men from the burning build
ing, the chief said

Although he had a college
degree, Vezzelli spent the next
few years at odd jobs, including
working as a security guard at a
bank in New York and at the
municipal garage in Hoboken
While working for the city, he
ran unsuccessfully for presi
dent of the municipal employ
ees union. He said that election
sparked his desire to enter
politics.

He began to attend City
Council, Board of Education
and county Board of Freehold
ers meetings regularly, often
sitting in the front row with a
rickety old portable typewrit
er, frantically typing notes. On
the bus home afterwards, he
would rail about the incum-
bents and the ‘“‘political
machine.”

“l knew him from those
early council meetings, and
frankly, nobody took him seri-
ously,” said Danny Altilio, a
close friend and member of his
political organization. “He was
somebody you'd see on the
bench who seemed to be up to
date on what was going on but a
little eccentric.”

In 1983, Vezzetti cam-

lpaigned for the Second Ward

City Council seat. He ran on a
campaign that stressed that in-
cumbent Councilman Walter
Cramer had moved out of the
ward, and he won a surprising
victory.

As a councilman, Vezzetti
constantly sparred with Mayor
Steve Cappiello, and soon set
his sights on upsetting Cap-
piello in his bid for a fourth
term.

The 1985 mayoral election
was a crucial one in Hoboken's
history, coming during one of
the city's greatest periods of

Hoboken:
landlords from

waterfront.

Adjustment.

over great change

Here are some of the policy initiatives and accomplish-
ments of Thomas Vezzetti during his term as mayor of

® Enactment of Hudson County's first law prohibiting
warehousing vacant apartments.

® Initiation of a program to replace sewerage facilities
for the first time since the Civil War.

& Creation of development guidelines for the Hoboken

» Elimination of tax abatements for developers.
® Reshaping of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of

® Reorganization of several City Hall departments to
cut expenses and streamline government.

¢ The first revaluation of properties in 18 years.

¢ Introduction of an ordinance requiring developers to
contribute to affordable housing. The ordinance has not yet
been approved by the City Couneil.

—Jim DeRogatis

dents feared that they would be
displaced by the forces of gen-
trification. Affordable housing,
development and streamlining
government were the critical
ISSuUes

“This election is the last
chance for Hoboken,” the un-
derdog candidate said during
the campaign. “If I'm not elect-
ed, things will get 10 times
worse.”

Cappiello downplayed the
challenge posed by Vezzetti,
but Vezzetti stopped the in-
cumbent from a first ballot win,
forcing a June runoff. The cam-
paign was bitter and the city
was divided, with both sides
fighting furiously.

When the smoke cleared on
election night, Vezzetti had de-
feated Cappiello by 341 votes
with the support of a varied
coalition of Hispanics, new-
comers and longtime residents
dissatisfied with the Cappiello
machine.

Thousands of jubilant Ho-
boken residents swept the may-
or-elect from his campaign
headquarters and carried him
down Washington Street.

“That was an unbelievable
night. There will never be an-
other night like that in Hobo-
ken,” Altilio said. “That was
the night when the small guy

COUNCIL
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lowed a day of frantic, mostly
secret negotiations among coun-
cil members over who, if any-
one, would be appointed to the

| position. Five of the council’s

nine members must agree
before a candidate is selected.
The candidate may be a sitting
council member, who would
have to give up his seat, or any
other city resident who meets
the minimum legal quali-
fications.

Vezzetti's death shattered the
tenuous balance the council had
attained in recent weeks, and
split the council into at least two
— and possibly three factions —
according to sources,

Clearly united are the three
council members who supported
Vezzetti: Thomas Newman,
Helen A. Cunning and Joseph
Della Fave. They have vowed to
stay together, sources said, and
for the time being oppose any
move to endorse other council
members or City Clerk James
Farina, one possible candidate.

A second fairly cohesive group
is said to comprise Pasculli,

| MAN OF DECENCY

Tom Vezzett
Y/ oY)
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David Roberts and E. Norman

Wilson, who won re-election
Tuesday to his 5th Ward seat
with considerable help from the
other two. This group, sources
said, is pushing for Pasculli’s
appointment. Pasculli, who has
hinted strongly he would seek
the office in 1989, was not com-
menting on that possibility yes-
terday.

A third group might be the re-
maining three councilmen:
former Mayor Steve Cappiello,
Robert A. Ranieri and Edwin
Duroy. It was not clear yester-
day if those three had formed an
alliance.

If an interim mayor were to be
named, some coalition would
emerge. Chius is thought to be
an official who might attract
coalition support. Chius was
named to his post when Cap-
piello was mayoral, and was re-
tained by Cappiello’s sworn ene-
my, Vezzetti. Chius has no
known aspirations for running
for the office in an election, an-
other possible bonus.

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Obnoxious, disorganized and bull-
headed — that is the memory some have of Tom-

my Vezzetti.
Certainly, those impressions are accurate. No

one who knew the late mayor could forget his hab-
it of blaming — sometimes, th
his political predecessors for all of the city’s ills.
“Scoundrels, they're all scoundrels,” he would
say. Then he would cup his massive hands to his
mouth and lower that booming voice, as if he were
sharing a secret. “It’s all political horse....,"" he

would say.

But lost somewhere between the bullhorn and
the politics, I fear, was the man’s decency. Tom
had a simple, almost baroque sweetness about
him. To_me, a young reporter in his first-ever jour-
nalism job, he was a gentieman from the moment
I met him last summer to the final conversation
we shared a couple hours before his death. His
courtliness — often reduced to a handful of well-

rough a bullhorn —

constituents.

A smiling Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti takes a brief break from a busy schedule, in his office at City Hall.

The first-term mayor died early yesterday. FILE PHOTO

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
last night failed to name an in-
terim replacement for Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti, who died
early yesterday, leaving the city
without a leader until at least
Monday.

The lack of a decision comes
in the midst of wild speculation
on whom the fractious couricil
might name.

Speaking in somber tones,
council President Patrick
Pasculli read a resolution de-
claring city offices closed
tomorrow and Saturday to honor
the fallen mayor. The measure
passed unanimously.

Council members made no

- -

statements about a possible suc-

cessor, saying only that another

mmm
and the people in Hoboken.”
Guarini, D-Jersey Clty,

~ Rep. Framk ).

meeting is possible on Monday.
The regular council agenda was
reduced last night, and all pro-
posals held over will be handled
at the council’s next scheduled
meeting.

Under state law, the council
has 30 days to name an interim
mayor, who would serve until a

election in Novernber. If
the council chooses not to name
an interim mayor, a special
election would be called to fill
the remainder of Vezzetti's
term, which expires June 30,
1989.

That election, according to
city Business Administrator
Edwin Chius, would take place
in mid-May, leaving the city
without a chief executive for at
least 10 weeks.

Last night’s brief meeting fol-

Please see COUNCIL Page 16

change. Many longtime resi-

o

A grim-faced Mayor Thomas Vezzetti

got his piece of America.

" Photo by Steve Golecki
ts the word from Helen

Manogue that she had been defeated in the runoff City Council

election. Vezzetti had been counting on Manogue's support in

the council. This is one of the last photos taken before the mayor
returned home, where he suffered his fatal heart attack.

txe 7

“Mayor Vezzetti worked Sirelessly on behaif
of the city he leti and for the he served. e
stood always for what he saw as his duty fo the
betterment of his city.” — Gov. Thomas H.

&

ThRH

4 futhope tht 0 st 1 peace. 1 hink he

m»muamm.mwxaw- ave.

member he was a well-intentioned and decent
¢~ Assemblyman Bernard F. Kenny Jr.

_D-Hoboken,

"1 found him a very interesting, colorfui, bt
dedicated person. 11 is fragic he wouid not get the
apportunity fo confinue 1o serve as mayor, al
least until there was an opportunity fo present
himself io the public,” — Secaucus Mayor Paul
Amico.

raw

"For as much as maybe | didn’t agree with

him in the pofitical arena, there was a tol of good

qualities | feit he possessed. For a young person

Although he was a self-pro-
fessed “Adlai Stevenson Demo-
crat,” Vezzetti was sworn in by
Republican Gov. Thomas Kean
during a ceremony on Pier A at
the city’s waterfront on July 1,
1985

Vezzetti was not a hands-on
administrator, delegating the
daily responsibilities of his of-
fice to his aides and directors.
Although he was criticized for
his approach, his administra-
tion had made great strides in
its three years to fulfilling his
campaign promises of “reform”
government.

The duties of mayor that
Vezzetti liked best were per-
forming weddings, cutting rib-
bons, appearing at civic funec-
tions and talking with his
constituents.

About a month after he was
sworn in, Vezzetti was hospital-
ized for an irregular heartbeat,
a condition that plagued him
through his days in office. He
never drank or smoked, but he
had a passion for junk food and
would stop for a different
snack on each corner as he
walked the mile from City Hall
to his home on 14th Street.

Vezzetti lived simply in a
rent-controlled fifth-floor wal-
kup. He shared his cold-water
flat with Harry “the Greek”
Sgardelis, whom he took in af-
ter the Madison closed.

He never married and is
survived by his sister Lucille
and brother Robert, as well as
by several nieces.

The mayor did not have a
checking account or a credit
card. His sole extravagance
and main source of pride was
his wardrobe.

Mayoral aide and close
friend Michael Acquaviva said
Vezzetti owned 40 wildly col-
ored suits, most purchased
when Schlesinger’'s mens store
in West New York went out of
business.

He had talked of running
for a second term as mayor in
May, 1989. He also looked for-
ward to retiring and spoke of a
buying a Winnebago and trav-
elling around the country.

Friends and foes through-
out the city agreed yesterday
that the job of mayor contribut-
ed to the death of Tom Vezzetti.

But the mayor always had
one phrase to describe his ser-

vice to the city he loved:

“Always a pleasure.”

The final hours

« Continued from Page 1

Mayor's final hours
y friend

had happened.”

in pofitics it is very hard to aceept something like
this. At this point 1 just feel bewildered.” —
Maurice Fitzgibbons, Hoboken Democratic

Commitiee chairman,

LR

of the Hoboken Commanity Development

"He aiways had & fongue-in-cheek attitude, €Y.

*r®

ONCE, A group of unkempt mothers came to
ask Tom if he could help close a crumbling city
building that held a day care center in which their
children were enrolled. I happened to be in the
mayor’s office that day. I drove him to the build-
ing, where he blasted broadsides at former Mayor
Steve Cappiello, engineer Joseph Lynch and the
Board of Education, all of whom subsequently de-
nied having anything to do with the structure.

Tom’s attacks missed their mark that day. But
the point is that he took the time to see the prob-
lem. He listened to the parents, who had nowhere
else to turn. He made sure the youngsters had al-
ternate facilities after the building was closed. In

Tom’s mind, that was how honest government is
supposed to work.

| — a gentleman and friend

worn phrases — was nonetheless heartfelt.

He didn’t praise you to get something from you
— he praised you because he meant it. And Tom'’s
concern went beyond his curious locution. His sin-
gle-mindedness extended to his actions toward his

advice.

kept quiet,”” he said.
want to thank you.”
portunity to say it.

Hudson Dispatch.

A few hours before he died, Tom suffered a ma-
jor political defeat when his candidate for the 5th
Ward Council seat, Helen Manogue, lost to incum-
bent E. Norman Wilson.

k%

I BUMPED into the mayor, who looked drawn
and pale, as I was leaving to write about the elec-
tion. ‘‘Ineptitude, they chose ineptitude,” he said.
We walked half a block to Maxwell’s and he said
he had no regrets about keeping a low profile in
the election because he had followed his friends’

Christopher Ave covers

“They wanted me to keep quiet about it, so I

I told him I was sorry and turned to go. “Chris,”
he said, as he had a thousand times before, “]

Thank you, Tom. I never really took the op-

Hoboken for The

recalled b

“He was angry. He wasn't
depressed,” said Ira Karasick.
“He looked awful, but he did
not look like he was ready to
die.”

Karasick, an attorney who
was a friend of Tom Vezzetti,
spent many of the last l}ours‘ o_f
the mayor’s life with him. Fri-
day, as the wake was being hel_d
in City Hall, Karasick sat in
Roma’s Salumeria, Ve}z;etu s
favorite deli, and remmnscegi.
“He had his last supper here in
Roma’s,” said Karasick, gestur-
ing at the counter. '

After dinner and last-min-
ute campaigning for Helen
Manogue, who was challenging
incumbent Fifth Ward Council-
man E. Norman Wilson, the

mayor arrived at Manogue's
headquarters, the Singleton-
Galmann realty office on Wash-
ington Street. He was dressed
in the raccoon coat he had
worn daily since buying it a
month ago. He leaned over
Manogue’s shoulder, learned
she had lost, and delivered his
opinions in a loud voice,
Vezzetti and Karaskick
ended the evening at Trilogy,
the 11th Street tavern where
Manogue's troops were holding
a post-campaign bash. “The
mayor danced. He was fine,”
said Karasick. “He was cheer-
ing people up. He left about
10:30, and I went with him. We

See THE FINAL — Page 6.

walked down Washington
Street. He accosted a couple of
people on the sidewalk, told
them about the election, what

For weeks, people had no-

ticed that Vezzetti looked ash-
en. As Karasick and the mayor
approached Karasick’s car on
Twelfth Street, the mayor said

his head and left shoulder
were hurting badly. He kept
pointing to his left shoulder,
Karasick said, and he asked the
mayor twice if he rculizvd the
pain could be a sign of his re-
curring heart trouble. \’g‘zzettl
dismissed that, saying it was
related to his fall on New
Year's Day in the Hudson
County Courthouse.

“He said he was going to
sue,” said Krasick. -“He was
laughing. He wanted to know
how much I thought he could
get.” Karasick offered him a
ride to his home two blocks
away, but Vezzetti said he pre-
ferred to walk

“He looked very tired. but
his mind was very clear and
lucid. I said 'bye and that was
it.” Karasick mentioned that he
might have been the last per-
son other than Vezzetti’'s room-
mate to see him before he died,
then shrugged it off. “He al
ways talked to every single per-
son on the street. He probably
had five conversations by the
time he got to his front door

Vezzetti suffered a massive
heart attack about ten minutes
later, after racing up the five
flights of steps to his apartment
at 109 14th St. He died an hour
later. — Janet Wilson




His own epitaph:
‘An honest man’

By Jim DeRogatis
Janet Wilson
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At 200 pound
than six feet tall, Ve tood
out in a crowd wilh loud,
colorful outfits, bright ties and
unlaced shoes

If it was a special occasion,
he might have even worn his
purple tuxedo with matching
top hat and bright red shoes

HOBOKEN IN MOURNING

juadruple E
S conceilved on Castle
and born in Bradley
ich,” he often said. He was
son of Frank Vezzetti, who
ned four hotels, including
Madison on 14th Street, and
cy Bazzini, heiress to the
zzint peanut fortune
Vezzetti grew up in a red
rick house on Castle Poinl
lerrace and attended Ss. Peter
and Paul grammar school. He
laimed he was left back in the
fifth grade because classmate
Robert Ranieri refused to help
him with his spelling home
work. Ranieri later became a
councilman and Vezzetl1 s po-
litical arch-rival
Even in his youth, Vezzetti
was outspoken and enjoyed be
ing the center of attention. “He
was very loud, but not a trou
blemaker.” recalled grammar
school classmate Lorraine
Campbell
After graduating from De
marest High Schoel, Vezzetti
volunteered for the Navy In

See HIS OWN — Page 12,

His own epitaph:

It's his first day as mayor, and Thomas Vezzetti hauls out o
personal welcome ‘mat.’

Continued from Page 1
1950 during the Korean War
He was 22 He served as a store
keeper aboard the aircrafl car
rier Franklin D. Roosevelt and
was a star guard on the Navy
football team

While in the Navy, Vezzetll
was frequently given demerits
ior keeping a sloppy uniform
Once, he nearly walked into a
spinning airplane propeller
Nevertheless, he “was a big
honest clumsy guy that you
couldn’t help but love,” said
shipmate Steve Dado, now a
North Bergen shopkeeper

When he left the Navy in
1954. he returned to Hoboken
to care for his mother and run
the Madison. Vezzetti's father
had died in 1952

“Al the time, the Madison
was basically a men’s drinking
bar, and | would put them up
for a night or two,” Vezzetti
sald several years ago

When he wasn't working at
the Madison, Vezzetti was
studying history at New York
University. He kept his books
behind the bar and studied be-
tween pouring drinks. After 35
vears in night school, he had
earned a B.A. and an M.A. in
history and had hoped to re-
turn to NYU next fall to earn
his doctorate

If patrons of the Madison
succumbed to too much alco-
hol, Vezzetti carried them up
several flights of stairs and put

ITHOUT AMAYOR

Council postpones

Treplacing

g/Vezzetti

meeting is possible on Monday.

An honest

an

them to bed After the bar
closed, he often sl«¢ ptonaj}
table o ward off burglars
Vezzetti sold the Madison
in 1977 shortly after a fire that
claimed the life of one ma
Deputy Fire Chief Richard Tre
mitied! recalled Vezzetli’'s
strenglh and courage
the fire. Vezz
al men from the burning b
ing. the chiefl said

.\HhUUph ne had a collegs

etll carred s

degree, Vezzetti spent the next
few years at odd jobs, including
\\nlklll‘.‘ as a securitvguard at a
bank in New York and at the
municipal garage in Hoboken
While working for the city, he
ran unsuccessfully for presi
dent of the municipal employ
ees union. He said that election
sparked his desire to ente:
politics

He began to attend City
Council, Board of Education
and county Board of Freehold
ers meetings regularly, often
sitting in the front row with a
rickety old portable typewrit
er, frantically typing notes. On
the bus home afterwards, he
would rail about the incum
bents and the ‘‘political
machine.”

“l knew him from those
early council meetings, and
frankly, nobody took him seri
ously,” said Danny Altilio, a
close friend and member of his
political organization. “He was
somebody you'd see on the
bench who seemed to be up to
date on what was going on but a
little eccentric.”

In 1983, Vezzetti cam-
paigned for the Second Ward
City Council seat. He ran on a
campaign that stressed that in
cumbent Councilman Walter
Cramer had moved out of the
ward, and he won a surprising
victory.

As a councilman, Vezzetti
constantly sparred with Mayor
Steve Cappiello, and soon set
his sights on upsetting Cap-
piello in his bid for a fourth
term.

The 1985 mayoral election
was a crucial one in Hoboken's
history, coming during one of
the city's greatest periods of

Hoboken:

waterfront

Adjustment.

| 'Vezzeﬂi;fesidedj
over great change

Here are some of the policy initiatives and accomplish-
ments of Thomas Vezzetti during his term as mayor of

¢ Enactment of Hudson County’s first law prohibiting
landlords from warehousing vacant apartments '

® Initiation of a program to replace sewerage facilities
for the first time since the Civil War

® Creation of development guidelines for the Hoboken

¢ Elimination of tax abatements for developers
® Reshaping of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of

® Reorganization of several City Hall departments to
cut expenses and streamline government

¢ The first revaluation of properties in 18 years.

¢ Introduction of an ordinance requiring developers to
contribute to affordable housing. The ordinance has not yet
been approved by the City Council.

—Jim DeRogatis

aents feared that they would be
displaced by the forces of gen
trification. Affordable housing
development and streamlining
government were the critical
1SSUC

This election is the last
chance for Hoboken,” the un
derdog candidate said during
the campaign. “If I'm not elect
ed, things will get 10 times
worse.’

Cappiello downplayed the
challenge posed by Vezzetti
but Vezzetti stopped the in
cumbent from a first ballot win,
forcing a June runoff. The cam
paign was bitter and the city
was divided, with both sides
fighting furiously

When the smoke cleared on
election night, Vezzetti had de
feated Cappiello by 341 votes
with the support of a varied
coalition of Hispanics, new
comers and longtime residents
dissatisfied with the Cappiello
machine.

Thousands of jubilant Ho-
boken residents swept the may-
or-elect from his campaign
headquarters and carried him
down Washington Street.

“That was an unbelievable
night. There will never be an-
other night like that in Hobo-
ken,” Altilio said. "That was
the night when the small guy

COUNCIL
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A smiling Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti takes a brief break from a busy schedule, in his office at City Hall.
The first-term mayor died early yesterday.

FILE PHOTO

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The City Council
last night failed to name an in-
terim replacement for Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti, who died
early yesterday, leaving the city
without a leader until at least
Monday.

The lack of a decision comes
in the midst of wild speculation
on whom the fractious council
might name.

Speaking in somber tones,
council President Patrick
Pasculli read a resolution de-
claring city offices closed
tomorrow and Saturday to honor
the fallen mayor. The measure
passed unanimously.

Council members made no
statements about a possible suc-
cessor, saying only that another

The regular council agenda was
reduced last night, and all pro-
posals held over will be handled
at the council’'s next scheduled
meeting.

Under state law, the council
has 30 days to name an interim
mayor, who would serve until a

~gpeeial-election in Novernber. If

the council chooses not to name
an interim mayor, a special
election would be called to fill
the remainder of Vezzetti’s
term, which expires June 30,
1989.

That election, according to
city Business Administrator
Edwin Chius, would take place
in mid-May, leaving the city
without a chief executive for at
least 10 weeks.

Last night’s brief meeting fol-

Please see COUNCIL Page 16

lowed a day of frantic, mostly
secret negotiations among coun-
cil members over who, if any-
one, would be appointed to the
position. Five of the council’s
nine members must agree
before a candidate is selected.
The candidate may be a sitting
council member, who would
have to give up his seat, or any
| other city resident who meets
the minimum legal quali-
fications.

Vezzetti's death shattered the
tenuous balance the council had
attained in recent weeks, and
split the council into at least two
— and possibly three factions —
according to sources.

Clearly united are the three
council members who supported
Vezzetti: Thomas Newman,
Helen A. Cunning and Joseph
Della Fave. They have vowed to
stay together, sources said, and
for the time being oppose any
move to endorse other council
members or City Clerk James
Farina, one possible candidate.

A second fairly cohesive group
is said to comprise Pasculli,

MAN OF DECENCY

David Roberts and E. Norman

Wilson, who won re-election
Tuesday to his 5th Ward seat
with considerable help from the
other two. This group, sources
said, is pushing for Pasculli’s
appointment. Pasculli, who has
hinted strongly he would seek
the office in 1989, was not com-
menting on that possibility yes-
terday.

A third group might be the re-
maining three councilmen:
former Mayor Steve Cappiello,
Robert A. Ranieri and Edwin
Duroy. It was not clear yester-
day if those three had formed an
alliance.

If an interim mayor were to be
named, some coalition would
emerge. Chius is thought to be
an official who might attract
coalition support. Chius was
named to his post when Cap-
piello was mayoral, and was re-
tained by Cappiello’s sworn ene-
my, Vezzetti. Chius has no
known aspirations for running
for the office in an election, an-
other possible bonus.

Tributes tothe may

change. Many longtime resi

got his piece of America.”

Photo by Steve Golecki

A grim-faced Mayor Thomas Vezzetti gets the word from Helen
Manogue that she had been defeated in the runoff City Council
election. Vezzetti had been counting on Manogue's support in
the council. This is one of the last photos taken before the mayor
returned home, where he suffered his fatal heart attack.

“He looked ouf for the best inferests of the
ftown. He fought in the best Interests of the city
and the people in Hoboken.” ~ Rep. Frank J.
Guarini, D-Jersey City,

e e

"Mayor Vezzefti worked lirelessly on behalf
of the ity he led and for the people he served. He
stood always for what he saw as hils duty to the
betterment of his city,” - Gov. Thomas H.
Kean. 3 R

(R

4 just hope that e rests in peace. 1 think he
served 1o the best of his ability, We should all re-
member he was a well-intentioned and decent
man.“ -~ Assemblyman Bernarg F. Kenay Jr.,
D-Hoboken, ;

IR

"{ found him a very inferesting, colorful, but .-

dedicated parson. 1t 5 iragic he would not get the
opportunity fo continue fo serve as mayor, af
feast until there was an opportunity fo present
himself fo the public.” — Secaucus Mayor Paul
Amico.

LR

"For as much as maybe | didn't agree with
him in the political arena, there was a lof of good
Qualities | felt he possessed. For a young person
in pofitics it is very hard 10 accept something like
this. At this point 1 just feel bewildered.” -~
Maurice Fitzgibbons, Hoboken Dembcratic
Commitiee chairman,

LR

"He always had a tongue-in-cheek aftitude,

Hudson County Executive Roberf €.

Joniszewski,

wer o

““Very few peopie ¢a uytm
m,"-ﬁmmw%jmmm,

the

| think  lot of peogle forgot abowt wha Tom. |

my was because of the way he was «.
cause he had more of & dream than an &
a lot of people don't reallize what a ge
he was,"” — Hoboketr Counciiman J
Fave, § '--‘;-ﬂ
""He used o like something like
oral dide Michae) ¢
low fie with a duck motit.
¥ LR %
“He went out af the top.” — £
David Roberts. - EY

LR

“If only kids could vote, he would have
mayor for 100 years” — Roy Haack,
public works director.. s

* i..i P

“He was The bes! friend the Hispanic

munity had here.” — Hoboken tenant ac
Thomas Olivieri. i

o

LR 3 $ A

“When people saw him they jusi aule- |
matically smiled.” — Michae! Colernan, givecier
of the Hoboken Community Development Agen- |
ey, ;

T

Although he was a self-pro-
fessed “Adlai Stevenson Demo-
crat,” Vezzetti was sworn in by
Republican Gov. Thomas Kean
during a ceremony on Pier A at
the city’s waterfront on July 1,
1985

Vezzetti was not a hands-on
administrator, delegating the
daily responsibilities of his of-
fice to his aides and directors.
Although he was criticized for
his approach, his administra-
tion had made great strides in
its three years to fulfilling his
campaign promises of “reform”
government

The duties of mayor that
Vezzetti liked best were per-
forming weddings, cutting rib-
bons, appearing at civic fune-
tions and talking with his
constituents

About a month after he was
sworn in, Vezzetti was hospital-
ized for an irregular heartbeat,
a condition that plagued him
through his days in office. He
never drank or smoked, but he
had a passion for junk food and
would stop for a different
snack on each corner as he
walked the mile from City Hall
to his home on 14th Street.

Vezzetti lived simply in a
rent-controlled fifth-floor wal-
kup. He shared his cold-water
flat with Harry “the Greek"
Sgardelis, whom he took in af-
ter the Madison closed.

He never married and is
survived by his sister Lucille
and brother Robert, as well as
by several nieces

The mayor did not have a
checking account or a credit
card. His sole extravagance
and main source of pride was
his wardrabe

Mavoral aide and close
friend Michael Acquaviva said
Vezzetti owned 40 wildly col-
ored suits, most purchased
when Schlesinger’'s mens store
in West New York went out of
business.

He had talked of running
for a second term as mayor in
May, 1989. He also looked for-
ward to retiring and spoke of a
buying a Winnebago and trav-
elling around the country.

Friends and foes through-
out the city agreed yesterday
that the job of mayor contribut-
ed to the death of Tom Vezzetti.

But the mayor always had
one phrase to describe his ser-
vice to the city he loved:

“Always a pleasure.”

The final hours

« Continued from Page 1|

JTom Vezzetti — a gentleman and friend

Nidthtch 47 -<&
By CHRISTOPHER AVE

HOBOKEN—Obnoxious, disorganized and bull-
headed — that is the memory some have of Tom-
my Vezzetti.

Certainly, those impressions are accurate. No
one who knew the late mayor could forget his hab-
it of blaming — sometimes, through a bullhorn —
his political predecessors for all of the city’s ills.
“Scoundrels, they're all scoundrels,” he would
say. Then he would cup his massive hands to his
mouth and lower that booming voice, as if he were
sharing a secret. “It's all political horse....,”” he
would say.

But lost somewhere between the bullhorn and
the pOh(llCS. I fear, was the man’s decency. Tom
had a simple, almost baroque sweetness about
him. To me, a young reporter in his first-ever jour-
nalism job, he was a gentieman from the moinent
I met him last summer to the final conversation
we Shf'"ed a couple hours before his death. His
courtliness — often reduced to a handful of well

constituents.

worn phrases — was nonetheless heartfelt.

He didr_x‘t praise you to get something from you
— he praised you because he meant it. And Tom's
concern went beyond his curious locution. His sin-
gle-mindedness extended to his actions toward his

%%

ONCE, A group of unkempt mothers came to
ask Tom if he could help close a crumbling city
building that held a day care center in which their
children were enrolled. I happened to be in the
mayor’s office that day. I drove him to the build-
ing, where he blasted broadsides at former Mayor
Steve Cappiello, engineer Joseph Lynch and the
Board of Education, all of whom subsequently de-
nied hqvmg anything to do with the structure.

Tom’s attacks missed their mark that day. But
the point is that he took the time to see the prob-
lem. He listened to the parents, who had nowhere
else to turn. He made sure the youngsters had al-
ternate facilities after the building was closed. In

Tom’s mind, that was how honest government is
supposed to work.

A few hours before he died, Tom suffered a ma-
jor political defeat when his candidate for the 5th
Ward Council seat, Helen Manogue, lost to incum-
bent E. Norman Wilson.

%%

I BUMPED into the mayor, who looked drawn
and pale, as I was leaving to write about the elec-
tion. ““Ineptitude, they chose ineptitude,” he said.
We walked half a block to Maxwell’s and he said
he had no regrets about keeping a low profile in
u:le election because he had followed his friends’
advice.

“They wanted me to keep quiet about it, so I
kept quiet,” he said.

I told him I was sorry and turned to go. “Chris,”
he said, as he had a thousand times before, “I
want to thank you.”

Thank you, Tom. I never really took the op-
portunity to say it.

Christopher Ave covers Hoboken for The
Hudson Dispatch.

Mayor's final hours

recalled b

“He was angry. He wasn’t
depressed,” said Ira Karasick.
“He looked awful, but he did
not look like he was ready to
die.”

Karasick, an attorney whp
was a friend of Tom Vezzett],
spent many of the last hours of
the mayor’s life with him. Fri-
dav. as the wake was being h(‘ld
in City Hall, Karasick sat In
Roma"s Salumeria, Vezzetti's
favorite deli, and rominisc(‘_d.
“He had his last supper here in
Roma’s,” said Karasick, gestur-
ing at the counter. .

After dinner and last-min-
ute campaigning for HelAen
Manogue, who was challenging
incumbent Fifth Ward Council-
man E. Norman Wilson, the

y friend

mayor arrived at Manogue’s
headquarters, the Singleton-
Galmann realty office on Wash-
ington Street. He was dressed
in the raccoon coat he had
worn daily since buying it a
month ago. He leaned over
Manogue’s shoulder, learned
she had lost, and delivered his
opinions in a loud voice.
Vezzetti and Karaskick
ended the evening at Trilogy,
the 11th Street tavern where
Manogue's troops were holding
a post-campaign bash. “The
mayor danced. He was fine,”
said Karasick. “He was cheer-
ing people up. He left about
10:30. and I went with him. We

See THE FINAL — Page 6.

walked down Washington
Street. He accosted a couple of
people on the sidewalk, told
them about the election, what
had happened.”

For weeks, people had no-
ticed that Vezzetti looked ash-
en. As Karasick and the mayor
approached Karasick’s car on
Twelfth Street, the mayor said
his head and left shoulder
were hurting badly. He kept
pointing to his left shoulder,
Karasick said, and he asked the
mayor twice if he realized the
pain could be a sign of his re-
curring heart trouble. Vezzetti
dismissed that, saying it was
related to his fall on New
Year's Day in the Hudson
County Courthouse

“He said he was going to
sue.” said Krasick. -“He was
laughing. He wanted to know
how much I thought he could
get,” Karasick offered him a
ride to his home two blocks
away, but Vezzetti said he pre
ferred to walk

“He looked very tired, but
his mind was very clear and
lucid. I said 'bye and that was
it.” Karasick mentioned that h
might have been the last per
son other than Vezzetti's room
mate to see him before he died,
then shrugged it off. “He al
ways talked to every single per
son on the street. He probably
had five conversations by the
time he got to his front doo!

Vezzetti suffered a massive
heart attack about ten minutes
later, after racing up the five
flights of steps to his apartment
at 109 14th St. He died an hou!
later. — Janet Wilson
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Fhe revaluations in Jersey Cit)
and Hoboken have sparked some¢
thing of a property owner’s revolt in
parts of the two cities, and thats
quite understandable

,l.hl'll' h;i\ been a Yllfx'r!\ long
delay between revaluations in the
two cities. and that delay has skew
ered the picture of property values

On top of the unfortunate nature
of the property tax itself, which re
quires payments with no regard to
income, the delay makes any al
tempt to make assessed values con
form to market likely to
cause severe strain

'\\11111‘\
Some owners are more severely

affected than others. Jersey City's
Downtown homeowners, for exam

ple, are likely to blast the revalua

tion when the Downtown Coalition
of Neighborhood Associations
meets on this issue tomorrow at 7:30
at St. Michael’s Church Parish Hall,
252 Ninth St., Jersey City

There are two important consid-
erations that should be kept in mind
in considering this issue.

One is that the new assessments
are not cast in stone. People who
find their home values out of whack
with their market value, or unfairly
differing from a similar home in
virtually the same place, can contact
the appraiser, Real Property Ap-
praisers, for reconsideration. If that
proves unsatisfactory, they can ap-
peal to the Hudson County Tax
Board.

It's important that the appeals
process be handled fairly and
competently.

The second important consider-
ation to keep in mind is the effect
that the failure to revalue proper-
ties for so many years has had in
Jersey City and Hoboken.

In looking at the real estate spec-
ulation that has swept through Ho-
hoken and to a lesser extent Jersey
City in the past few years, econo-
mists can find many causes.

But by postponing revaluation
for over a decade, the two munici-
palities have been contributing to
the atmosphere the soaring residen-
tial property values.

Some manufacturing properties
have successfully appealed tax as-
sessments based on their relative
market value of nearly two decades
ago. Other factories burdened with a
relatively high tax rate have been
converted to residences.

Meanwhile, the property tax bur-
den, which could be expected to put
a brake on the soaring property val-
ues, didn’t serve that purpose for
residential buildings in some newly
desirable neighborhoods because
the properties there are still being
assessed at their old values. Without
that brake, home values in some of
those neighborhoods zoomed.

After this long postponement,
systematic property revaluations
are now being forced upon Hoboken
and Jersey City. Even if done prop-
erly, they will produce hardships for
some. But the exceedingly long de-
lay has made the distortions greater,
and the likely strains even more
severe.

To make sure that the housing
markets reflect the true cost of
maimtaining services in the munici-
pality, as well as to reduce the un-
fairness of the property tax system,
both cities ought to prepare for re-
valuations at much shorter intervals
after the revaluations of 1988 are
put into effect.

Hoboken reval

Continued from Page 1

Hoboken propert)y values
have increased 15-iold SINCe
the last revaluation. Properties
that increased in value less

than

Real estate values

10 years
matically In

have increased dra yin
the city in the last decade, and
property 18 ¢ urrently valued at
only 13 L»xrwl.‘ of its market

worth N
stion will bring

and newly constructed build-
ings will benefit from the reval
uation since their property has
been valued closer to its true
value, Pizzoli said

Longtime property OWners,
especially those on a fixed in

uation notices in the mail

ued can send a posteard to Real
Property and meet with a local
appraiser hired by the firm to
present proof of their claims
Pizzoli said they should be pre-
pared with documents detail
ing the selling price of other

increase in
1988, providing ihe municipal
school board and ¢«
gets do not increase from last e
vear. Pizzoli said

} Homes and businesses that
increased in value more than
15-fold will likely experience a

value 20, 22 o1
Pizzoli said
Hoboken has not revalued now

though state law requires cities
to conduct a revaluation every

The revalus
all prope rties up
of their ‘:;;‘-ZJA\M’. n
Although prope rty
yjcreasing the tax rate will

to 100 percent
1arket val-
ywunty bud e
! values
are i

jecreast '
‘ Pizzoli stressed that tax

pavers won't be able to judge
the exact impact of the rev alua-
tion until after the tax rate is
struck several months from
The rate depends on the
municipal, school board and
O v budgets

U,L“(d{u ']:x Assessor Woody
Y\L.m@and last week that he
anticipates a $20 tax rate In
Hoboken although some city
officials said that rate was

hu.h]_y»! year's rate was $210
per $1,000 of assessed valua-
tion. the highest in the state

ThHose property owners
who have been paying more
than their fair share will now
pay only what they are obligat-
ed to pay,” Pizzoli said

“For those property own-
ers who have been paying less
than their fair share and there-
by being subsidized by other
p'roperty owners, they will pay
more taxes in 1988."

Owners of condominiums

properties

1970, even

Hoboken 3vgi§|r|,sv¥ear in
28 few firefighters today

come, may be hurt \\.nur!hc
value of their homes and their
have both

appraisal
Llax burden
increased

Hoboken officials have
said they will explore options
to help fixed-income homeown-
ers cope with their tax bills
Residents will also have two
chances to appeal their
valuations

Property owners who think
their homes have been overv al-

adopted

Baker
87 Sk

By Bill Campbell

Sewage permit in hand, Ho-
boken attorney turned devel-

oper Gerald Baker said yester-
day that his 93,000-square-foot
waterfront office complex is fi
nally official.

Environmental Protection last
week awarded Baker a much
coveted sewer hookup permit
for the $10 million project at 2

The state Department of

Hoboken's Public Safe;y
Department will get a shot in
the arm today, with the swear-
ing-in of 28 new city

firefighters.

The move will bring the
city Fire Department ranks to
nearly 140 officers and men.

The 28 new firefighters all
live in Hoboken, according to

Law Director William Graves,
and will begin work at a start-
ing salary of $18,469.

All the firefighters must
pass a physical examination
next month and will then b_c
sent for intensive training, offi-
cials said. They would be as-
signed to city fire duty before
summer.

Hudson Place. The permit is
the first awarded to a Hoboken
developer since the state im-
posed a ban on hookups nearly
three years ago.

Baker's project was ex-
empted from the ban. The de-
veloper, who received a feder-
al Urban Development Action
Grant to finance a portion of

homes in the area or a recent

Residents will have anoth
er chance to appeal the amount
of taxes levied against them
before the county Board of Tax
ation after

the tax rate Is

People with questions
about the revaluation can con-
tact Real Property at 792-9611, _
or city Tax Assessor Woody ~
Monte at 420-2024

the project, had agreed to in-
stall a small “package” sewage
facility to treat the building'’s
waste

Although the first tenant
moved into the gleaming gran-
ite and marble building last
September, the permit was the
last legal hurdle for Baker to
clear and it may have removed
a psychological barrier which
prevented perspective tenants
from signing leases,

“I imagine the permit issue
may have made some tenants
hesitant,” Baker said. “But we
have always been optimistic
that this would be resolved
Now that the building is fully
on-line, it should encourage
tenants to come in."”

Two of the building’s eight
floors are already occupied by

‘Reval’ notices
are in the mail

By Jim DeRogatis

Most Hoboken

uation notices In ihe

today

Real l’l'n[i('ﬂ‘\ Appraisers,
which is conducting a court-
ordered revaluation of all
property in Hoboken, mailed
most of the notices yesterday,
although some residents re-

ceived the results Saturaay

All of the notices were
scheduled to be sent out last
week. but the mailing was post
poned after the death of Mayor

firms in the textile and ship
ping industries, and Baker said
he has another tenant signed to
rent the entire third floor

Baker is negotiating with
several restaurants and banks
for space on the ground floor
mezzanine. Pizzeria Uno, a res-
taurant chain, has expressed
interest, Baker said. He would
not what other restaurants or
banks have expressed interest

Baker Waterfront Plaza is
the first newly constructed wa
terfront: project in nearly two
decades and is located one
block from the Erie Lackawan-
na Terminal. Office space in
the building is renting for
about $30 a square foot, consid
ered moderate for a city where
commereial rents range from
$20 to $40 a square foot.

property
owners will receive their reval-
mail

Thomas Vezzetl early Wednes

day morning

" The revaluation -
ed to have @ dramatic xlh;ua:
on fixed-income property (-\.\'I.
who could be hit with
ases, and cond
who will likely

1S expechs

ers,
sharp tax incre
minium owners
see a tax decrease .
" For residents concernel
about how the revaluation w ill
affect their tax bills, 15 hv a
magic number, according to Jo
seph Pizzoli, project managel
for Real Property.

See HOBOKEN — Page 6
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gets his sewage permit

Baker said that about 50
percent of the building will be
occupied by this spring, while
he expects 100 percent occu
pancy by next spring.

The DEP imposed the sew
er ban after Hoboken fell be
hind on a federal mandate to
upgrade its sewage system to a
secondary level. The action,
which appliesto buildings that
generate more than 2,200 gal
lons of sewage a dJday, has
prompted some bankers and
developers to postpone large
projects

Smaller projects and larg
er ones which received permits
before the ban was imposed
have not been affected by the
state action. Hoboken is ex
pected to have its secondary
plant completed by 1991.

Even sky

at Vezzetti wake

Mourners view the flowers and memorabilia outside City Hall.

Thousands journey through rain
to pay final respects to Vezzetti

Continued from Page 1

like everything just stopped,”
said Fabiano. “We thought it
was us at first, but the whole
city is silent.”

Chjlghggdg friend eulogized mayor

The tiny yellow and sky-
blue church was packed with
more than 400 people. Outside,
hundreds more listened to the
Mass from loudspeakers ‘

Early Saturday morning at
st. Francis Roman C &llh‘(‘tl‘l('
Church, the Rev. Daniel “AB”
en of Syracuse, formerly of Ho
boken, celebral_ed Mass an@ eu-
logized his (‘hlldh‘ood‘ [Tl‘lcn(l,
Mayor Thomas .y ouo(;n_
dcéd of a heart attack at 5¢ ‘

“He was a gr:‘nerousl.no;‘mg\nl.

4 >4 man who was >
l\‘x‘:{\hd:l?ls city, in love with hg"r
people, and in love with lm‘
Every tear 15 past, ‘L‘\'('l‘} (‘l("(
tion is over, cvcr}‘_trqul hum,.n
infirmity 1S over for Tom, and

e are left with our memories
g;taTom is notl merely memo
ry,” said O'Brien. “He 1s 1nes
c}a‘pabh' built into \sll‘ uqhx;: I
can only speak for mysell yut

who and what 1 am Tom hi-
| pelped to shape Because
|

him I am more human.” Vezzet-
ti's aides read the lessons and
prayers. Each segment was
concluded with the refrain
«And Justice for All, Vezzet-
ti's campaign slogan
Eleven priests from nearly
every church in Hoboken con-
celebrated the Mass. Pallbear-
ers inciuded Law Director wil-
liam Graves, Community
Development Agency Director
Michael Coleman, CDA tenant
advocate Thomas Olivieri, City
Councilman Thomas Newman,
Director of Public Works Roy
Haack, Business Administrator
Edwin Chius, former school
board member Steve Block,
school board candidate Felix
Rivera, and Michael Cerullo, a
friend. Bishop Jerome Pe-
chillo. vicar of Hudson County,
considered the future, while
nearly everv local politician
ind many state officials 1is
od from the first two TOws

“The mayor's chair is emp-
tv. We do not know what the
future holds. Let us pray for a
future mayor for the c!t_v of
Hoboken. And may our ﬂlnt\ll't\
leaders put into practice 1n
concrete ways Tom Vezzetll's
ideals. his qualities 2

Vezzetti's twin sister Lou
ise was given the flag that had
draped his coffin, a present
from the President of the Unit-

»d States.

% qlt,:zi'urioc Fabiano, his closest
aide, spoke last. “Tommy wore
a little path between our oﬁ
fices,” she said. “He u_lv'va.\.\
said, over and over afgulp. Keep
it going, kids. Youre my
brains.’ Well, we mlght‘vc been
the brains, but there’'s some-
thing we didn’t El’( to say
enough to Tommy,"” she said
her voice breaking. “He was
the heart and spirit and exam
ple for

him forever.” — Janet Wilson

all of us, and we love

In fact, the main City Hall
clock was stopped at exactly
12:03, the moment of the may-
or's death. The clock, a City
Hall fixture over the entrance
steps, has been broken for two
years and will remain indefi-
nitely at 12:03 in Vezzetti's
memory, officials said. Above
the clock is a sign put up by the
mayor when he took office:
“Welcome To Your City Hall.”

Two long tables were ar-
ranged near the exit, where
Vezzetti's friends handed out
donation cards asking the pub-
lic to contribute to the Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Vezzetti’s
allies hope to receive enough
donations to launch a perma-
nent annual memorial scholar-
ship in memory of Vezzetti.

By late afternoon, the

crowd had subsided, but a
steady flow of residents moved
in and out of the building. Oth-
ers stopped briefly outside the
City Hall steps in the rain to
glance at the late mayor's pho-
tos and reflect. Several
stopped and prayed.

“He was a very special
man,” said Catherine Ippo-
tello. “I think everyone in the
city will remember him more
for the kind of person he was
than for anything else he ac-
complished, and he accom-
plished a lot. He was beauti-
ful.”

The funeral procession be-
gins at 9 am. today from City
Hall. It will travel up Washing-
ton Street to 14th Street, then
down to St. Francis Church,
Third and Jefferson streets.
Mass will be at 10 am.

By Patricia Scott

e I 0.
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The man who brought laughter as well as political

change to the lives of his

constituents was formally ,

mourned yesterday in Hoboken City Hall by several

thousand people.

The body of Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti, who died at 12:03 a.m.
Wednesday of a heart attack,
was viewed yesterday by thou-
sands, who waited sadly in the
winds and downpour for a last
moment with their mayor.

Vezzetti was waked in City
Hall's first floor corridor out-
side City Clerk James Farina’s
office, wearing his favorite red-
and-yellow plaid suit and a
wide yellow tie. Vezzetti’s
trademark bullhorn was dis-
played on a little table next to
the mayor’s head.

More than a hundred floral
wreaths lined the City Hall cor-
ridors, main entrance and ex-
its, including one from his
roommate, Harry “The Greek”
Sgardelis that said, “You were
that good."” Vezzetti often joked
about his opponents saying
“Am I that good or are they that
bad?”

A special memorial shrine
to Vezzetti featuring the may-
or’s grining face in assorted
poses, including a shot of Vez-
zetti’'s head superimposed on
the Statue of Liberty’'s body,
was set up in the rain outside
the Hall

Tearful residents n line-

,dup at noon, though the wake
did not begin until 1 p.m.
They just had to be there.

“I took off from work today
to pay my respects,” said Gene-
vieve Luiz, a Monroe Street res-
ident. “I called in sick. He was
the first official in the history
of this city to actually care what
went on. When [ had trouble
staying in my building, he was
there and he encouraged me.
He always had a moment to
stop and help you.”

“I truly enjoyed him,"” said
Agnes Mulley. “He was the
kind of character who will be
remembered forever. You
could have 10 more mayors, but
in 50 years Vezzetti will be the
one everyone tells stories
about.”

The crowd waiting to pay
respects to the late mayor
snaked around the block by the
time doors opened at 1 p.m.,
where Vezzetti’s twin sister,
Lucille, joined a badly-shaken
Laurie Fabiano, Vezzetti's
closest aide, and Councilman
Joseph Della Fave, whom Vez-
zetti often called “my son,” to
accept condolences.

Fabiano and Della Fave
noted how quiet the entire city
seemed. In a city known for its
intense vibrancy — honking
horns, rushing sirens, playing
children — time seemed to
stand still yesterday. “It seems

See THOUSANDS — Page 6.

The Rev. Sandy Hegadorn eu-
logizes the mayor from the
steps of City Hall.

Kids felt
he cared

By Patricia Scott

Last month they waited in
the mayor’s City Hall ante-
room, nervous kids snapping
their gum and wondering if
they were making a big
mistake.

What mayor — what big-
shot official — would want to
see a group of kids?

What famous politician
would care if they had anything
to say?

“We were so scared our
hands were freezing cold and
our knees were shaking,” An-
thony Morin, a 12-year-old from
Our Lady of Grace School. re-
membered yesterday. “We al-
most left 'cause we got so
afraid. We said, ‘We gotta be
crazy, a guy this important
doesn’t care what we think.
We're just kids. Are we nuts?’”

That’s the moment when
Tom Vezzetti poked his head
out the door and rolled out the
red carpet.

And a sneaker-clad group
of tense 12-year-old kids were
treated like a visiting panel
fron;tthe governor’s office.

wasn’t the mayor’ '
hat, his big red shoes soflfl:g
two-foot-long purple tie he

See SCHOOL KIDS Page 6.




By WALTER OWEN
Obituary Editor

HOBOKEN—The mournful bunting
draM across CH)' Hall, s« appropi k L€
in Friday's dark rain, looked misplaced
in Saturday's sunshine as citizens tried
to reconcile the gentle man 1he)
with the difficult oifice he held

While the city said glm(‘i'xu to Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti Saturday afternoon
under brilliant March skies, there was
little optimism about the prospects of
the mayor‘s successor carrying onw hat
was described as his selfless approach

bured

tn snvernment

THE HUDSON DISPATCH. MONDAY

THOMASF.
Public pessimistic with Vezzett

Not! INE chang ed und 1
Tom Prendergast, the owner
Platters, a record store here
iell an ungercurrent ot 1
Vezzetti, an undercurrent of goodne
“He didn't succeed in bringing In
honest politics,” said a resident, who
declined to be identified. **The regime
will get back in there
The 59-year-old mayor died suddenly
of a massive heart attack early
Wednesday morning after 32 months in
office. More than 1,000 persons attended
services at St. Francis Church here and
at Holy Name Cemetery in Jersey City

er i

where he was buried

AS MAYOR during an era of change
in this riverfront city, affordable hous-
ing was one of Vezzetti's main political
themes. He prodded developers to build
low-and middle-income housing for
longtime residents of the city, instead of
expensive housing to meet the needs of
the young professionals who have been
flocking here, most of them from New
York City

“He always fought the regime,” said
one resident, “but they tied his hands

MARCH 7.

They put the poor people out of tre ten
ple
He stopped development in the past

two vears, ' said Iggy Camporeale, who
ran for councilman in the 1st Ward in
1971. **He was no administrator, but he
didn't want the oldtimers chased out

As much as he moved those closest Lo
him. Vezzetti did not stir the electorate
Unusual habits of dress, baroque pat
terns of speech and an apparent politi
cal clumsiness distanced him

“He was out of the 1890s,”’ said Glenn
Morrow, who moved here in 1977 “He
was a man out of time."”

nis tian bovance Vezzetll Y(’H
n dee p\ A bachelor all hxs
e, with n 105¢€ ties. he hdd It
tle in his life other than his responsi-
bilities as a councilman from the 2nd
Ward from 1983 through 1985, and then
as mavor. since he blew the now-fa-
mous bullhorn to victory that year

* % %

1?(‘; L€
this alienati

famuy

“ON THE surface, he never let any-
one get to him, but everything he felt,
he felt with passion, said a former
aide, Gerard Costa. “*And that passion
had a flip side. He had his dark mo-
ments

e S
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Pasculli is likely

Bill Campbell 7/ ' <{
and Janet Wilson 3 7-%

City Council President Pat-
rick Pasculli, who rode Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti's coattails to
win an at-large council seat in
1985 but quickly split from him,
will probably be named Hobo-
ken's next mayor Wednesday.

He will serve until Nov. 2,
when a special election will be
held. The winner will fill out
the rest of Vezzetti’'s term,
through May 1989.

Sources said Pasculli will
be named by a council majority
vote to succeed Vezzetti, who
died last week of a heart attack.
The only other councilman
seeking the post was Robert
Ranieri, but he didn't attract

Hoboken mayor

enough votes. Pasculli, 38, and
Vezzetti, 59, were allies on the
council from 1983 until 1985.
After winning an at-large seat
on Vezzetti’s ticket in 1985, Pas-
culli split from the mayor, cit-
ing differences over
appointments.

As soon as Pasculli is ap-
pointed, said sources, many of
Vezzetti's key aides and de-
partment heads will be out.

“It looks now like we’ve got
the majority for Patty,” said a
source close to Pasculli.
“There was no question of who
would be named (mayor), it was
just a matter of getting enough
support.”

Ranieri and E. Norman Wil

See PASCULLI — Page 6.

Pasculli likely Hoboken mayor

Continued from Page 1

son, who served as council
president until May, are men-
tioned as chief contenders to
replace Pasculli as council
president.

A five-vote majority on the
nine-member council is need-
ed to name a mayor. They could
opt to leave the post vacant,
forcing a mayoral election in 45
days. However, anti-Vezzetti
administration sources said
there is “no way we'd want to
keep things status quo.”

“There’s too much power in
that office,” said one. “There’s
too many appointments that
can be made.”

Those close to Pasculli said
his appointment would bring
sweeping changes at City Hall.
According to state law, depart-
ment directors must vacate
their posts when a new mayor
is inagurated.

Graves, the city attorney,
and Michael Coleman, execu-
tive director of the Community
Development Agency, will be
let go, according to sources.
The sources said Laurie Fa-
biano, Vezzetti’'s closest aide,
will be asked to step down rath-
er than be fired.

Fabiano was grief-stricken
last week, and anti-Vezzetti or-
ganizers fear that public sym-

pathy for her could haunt them
in November. Graves was one
of Vezzetti's key advisors and
was seen by many anti-admin-
istration council members as
“a thorn in our side.”

Leading candidates for law
director are Fred Bado and
Thomas Calighy. both assistant
corporation counsels, sources
said. Bado served as CDA di-
rector under former Mayor
Steve Cappiello and Calighy
was appointed to the law de-
partment in the Cappiello
administration.

Peggy Thomas, assistant
CDA director, is said to be fa-
vored by Pasculli to replace
Coleman, who reportedly fell
out of favor with Pasculli and
Wilson for openly supporting
Helen Manogue's unsuccessful
council candidacy against Wil-
son in the Fifth Ward.

Pasculli will probably ask
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius and Public Works Direc-
tor Roy Haack to remain in
their posts “for the time be-
ing,”’ said one of his advisors

Haack, who has headed
Public Works for two years, is
coordinating the city's efforts
to upgrade its sewerage system
to federal levels. Chius, who
served as business administra-
tor during the Cappiello ad-

ministration, is preparing the
city’'s 1988 municipal budget.
Pasculli will not have an
easy agenda. Both the budget
and the recently completed
property revaluation, which
will send some homeowners'
taxes soaring, could make the
job of mayor extremely diffi
cult in the next eight months
Also, in spite of his vocal
stance against the Port Author-
ity's plans for development on

the waterfront last year, one of

Pasculli’s closest aides said he
would probably change his

mind pretty quickly because of

the need for more revenue.

Throughout his term, Vez-
zetti’s aides complained that
his administration was unfairly
blamed for problems — like an
inadequate sewage treatment
facility and delay in property
revaluation — which were in-
herited from Cappiello’s ten-
ure. Pasculli will experience
the same difficulties

Vezzetti reformers said
last week that while the short
term outlook was disastrous,
November's special election
and the regular election the
following spring would be piv
otal, when they could recap-
ture City Hall. “Pasculli’'s got
just enough rope to hang him-
self,” said one.

R ——————
VEZZETTI SUCCESSOR

Pasculli

lacking
coalition

Council chief seen

ayoral favorite
MJ_@ Rl -
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer ) ol

HOBOKEN—City Council
President Patrick Pasculli, the
clear favorite for interim
mayor, has not forged a sqhd :
council coalition supporting
him, according to sources close
to the council.

Pasculli needs five of the
council’s nine votes to be ap-
pointed to the office, which be-
came vacant when Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti died of a
heart attack early Wednesday.

[ Three coun-
cil members
who had sup-
ported
Vezzetti have
openly re-
fused to back
Pasculli, and
at least one
of the re- |
maining six |

MAYOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with speculation on Pasculli’s
chances, and what he would be
forced to give away to obtain
enough votes to take the office.

If Pasculli fails to capture five
other council votes, he may be
forced to vote for himself to gain
the office. But according to the
Law Department, there is legal
precedent to suggest that coun-
cil members cannot vote for
themselves in such a situation.

If Pasculli is elected on a 54
vote in which he votes for
himself, the three pro-Vezzetti
council members will file suit
contesting the election, sources
said.

To avoid that eventuality,
Pasculli has approached Coun-
cilmen Steve Cappiello and Rob-
ert A. Ranieri — who were said
to be undecided — for their
votes.

Asked yesterday if he would
vote for Pasculli, Cappiello re-
fused comment. But he added
that he “had not ruled anybody
out.”

Cappiello said his sole interest
was supporting a candidate who
would propose economic policies
that would increase the city's
tax base. ‘‘Whoever comes forth
with the policy, I will support
him,” he said.

Cappiello also strenuously de-
nied he made any deals with

PASCULLI is walfling,
according to sources close o
Pasculli.

The developments suggegt
there is a chance the council will
not select an interim mayor,
leaving the office void until a
cluded that because the law was changed e eial election is held e
(0 appoint & sucoessor Within 30 dage. po May. Pasculli, repeating a
to appoint a successor within 30 days, but Sleage to avoid L R doabt 8
"V erstts had die obtain council support, said yes-

If Vezzetti had died after Sept. 1 of this O b 1 progared 10 .
ﬁa&:?:; a special election would have to til the May election if he cannot

' ' i sugh council support

t Could S0 Uy vihout  mevor R
city could end up without a mayor for Bt Evig o 3
seven months. In fact, had Vezzetti died . The council is set to meet
peenesched ithin 0 days, the city coutd to rrow night at 7 in City Hall,
been reached within 30 days, the city could mo ight 8t in Cty Hall
gave beendw(xjthl(l)pt a mayor for a year, say ‘g:‘e:: a y

raves and Calligy. . i

o s e uss plaia watng. ) is City Hall yesterday was abuzz
severely lacking,” Graves said.

Pasculli in exchange for his sup-
port. “1 have no conditions on
anything,” he said.

That may leave the key vote in
the hands of Ranieri. City Clerk
James Farina, a supporter of
Pasculli, said Ranieri had yet to
endorse Pasculli's candidacy.
Sources close to Pasculli
speculated Ranieri still was
smarting over Pasculli’s de-
cision to support Bernard F.
Kenny Jr. as a Democratic can-
didate for the Assembly last
year. Kenny defeated Ranieri in
a primary election for one of the
two positions on the ticket. Ken-
ny went on to win the Nov. 3 gen-
eral election.

Ranieri also refused to divulge
his choice, saying he would wait
urtil iomorrow night’s council
meeting to comment. But
Ranieri confirmed he had met
with Pasculli, and denied he was
mad about Pasculli's support of
Kenny.

Cou..cil merabers who
ported Vezzeiti said they would
release u statement today de-
tailing their reasons for oppos-
ing Pascuiii’s appointment.

April 1 deadline looms on new mayor

By Janet Wilson 3 -~ 7‘74/

If the City Council doesn’t appoint a
temporary mayor by April 1, Hoboken will
be without a leader until November.

The council is badly split, and there
has been no sign its members will come
close to agreeing on a temporary successor
at tonight’s meeting.

But several city officials are saying it
would be tragic if no agreement is
reached. They hope that the news that no
special election can be called before No-
vember will goad the council into action
tonight.

City attorneys admitted yesterday they

had not completely read state statutes last
week after Vezzetti’s death. By yesterday,
they had realized that if the council does
not choose to fill a vacant post within 30
days, that post must remain empty until
the next general election. The next gener-
al election is Nov. 2.

Originally, law director William
Graves thought a special election would
have to be called in May if the council
didn’t choose a mayor within 30 days.

But he and assistant city attorney
Thomas Calligy, along with several other
attorneys, have thoroughly researched the
munieipal vacancy law and other laws
regarding special appointments. They con-

Please see MAYOR Page 14
e s n—
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wore that day that the kids
were remembering yesterday.

They recalled the way they
were treated — as interesting,
intelligent people with prob-
lems Vezetti was honored to
learn about.

“He was so kind to us and
so interested,” recalled Morin.
“He brought us into his own big
mayor office and we all sat
down together. He asked us
how things are and what we
need. He said he wanted to
make the city nice for us kids.”

The children told Vezzetti
they needed a park.

“We told him everytime we
tried to play ball over at Hud-
son Street the teen-agers hang-
ing out there call us curses and
chase us,” remembers Our
Lady of Grace sixth-grader Al-
len Hudson. “He got really con-
cerned when he heard that. He
said it wasn't fair and he'd try
to find a place not being used
where he could make us a little
park to play.”

Some would say even as an

Many came with their par-
ents, but the majority came on
their own in little groups of six
or seven.

All public and several pri-
vate schools were closed yes-
terday and more than 4.000
children had the whole day off.

Some decided to spend it
standing in the pouring rain,
waiting to pay their last
respects.

“He was a terrific guy,” re-

said the usual politician stuff: 3 ‘
he was fun.” iR ’ - 5 ‘ . ' ¢
Joethatesic. a Calabro B : ‘ "
School sixth-grader, saw the
mayor often at parades and'’
whenever Vezzetti visited Ca-.
labro School.
“The whole class liked him ,
a lot,” said Matesic. “He was
never too serious. He had fun
with everything.”
The children said the may-

- . or remembered eac :
called Hudson. “He was unusu- individually _ somgtior:l‘etsheb‘; .

al and special and we thought name S0 i
 and , Sometimes by
he was great. When we went td of when and where ﬁeas;n:mgg
see him, we expected himto get  last.
mad. Instead he sat with us a “He'd say, *
_ >'d say, ‘Oh, yeah,
lqng time apd trqated us great. you, I saw you at the scholollﬂl]:s‘:
We cou]dnp bpllevg a mayor week,’ or ‘I saw you over by that
wnuld sit with just kids and be store the other day,”™ refnem-
SO nice. A bers Morin. “It made you feel
Vnptor Pellegrini, 13, was like you stood out and you were
astonished at the mayor’'s really important to him.”
interest. el _For many of the smaller
He was one cool guy,” said children who stood with their
Pellegrini. “He really wanted classmates in the rain, Vezzetti
to hear from us. He didn't was the only mayor ‘the had
scream or kick us out; he ever known and vestexyday’s

cared.” wake the fi
“We were shocked when he attendeq, o b

School kids felt that their mayor really cared

e e el
Vezzetti death ends defamation suit

Salvatore E. D’Amelio Jr., the former Hoboken law director,
dropped his defamation suit against mayoral aide Laurie Fabiano
mterday. as his attorney linked the decision to the death of Mayor

mas F. Vezzetti. _

D'Amelio’s attorney, William Shulman of North Bergen, main-
tained yesterday the suit was valid but Vezzetti's death made it un-
necessary because Fabiano would be leaving her post. A

“The act of God spoke louder than the act of man,” Shulman said,
referring to the shakeup of city administration caused by the mayor's
fatal heart attack. B

“She will be going, (Law Director William) Graves will be going,
the lawsuit isn’t necessary anymore, Shulman said.

adult the mayor was childlike
others remember him when h(:
was a child. Sister Anna Dan-
iel, the mayor’s sixth and sev-
enth grade teacher at Ss Peter
and Paul School, said young

said he'd even see us,” said
James Tarabocchia, a Joseph

“We thought he'd talk to us
maybe a minute, but he wanted

‘I don’t remember anyone

else who was ev " sai
F. Brandt school sixth-grader. Mary Gurbach, e;nmﬁfggi_yf::

old joining her mother to pay

School children, left to right, Anthony

to know everything. He liked

respects. “I didn’t know anyone

Allen Hudson recall

Moun, Victor Pellegrini, James Ta

€ rabocchia, Matesic and
memories of Mayor Vezzetti. -

Fabiano has agreed to leave her post and is expected to meet with
interim Mayor Patrick Pasculli next week to discuss the transition.
D’Amelio filed the suit over criticisms Fabiano made to reporters
about D’Amelio’s employment as attorney for the Police Superior Of-
ficers’ Association. Fabiano charged the relationship was improper

Photo by Ed Peters

Wwas mayor before. I liked him.” because of D’Amelio’s previous employment as law director for the

om \'( zzetlu das gene u h”l
I » t was 1erous he 'eam Of Ilttle ball'

a little on the wild side o

“He was what you would
call today a hyper
child,” she said

Vezzetti’s inimitable styje
reached city children as well
as voters, and yesterday dozens
of children from various city
grammar schools attendeq the
mayor’s wake in City Hal

active

Tarabocchia remembers
something else as well: Vezzet-
ti’s famous sojourns along
Washington street, bullhorn in
hand.

“We loved to see him com-
ing because he was always so
funny he made us laugh and
made us interested in politics,”
Tarabocchia said. “He never

pla_.\'ors said the toughest part
of is only hitting them now.
“When I came down here
today it hadn't really gotten to
me yet,” said 12-year-old Morin
With a worldly sigh. “None of it
Seemed real. But then I saw the
flowers and all the erying and

then him. I feel really. really
bad. 2

city, a position in which he re'Presenled the-city in negotiations with

the association,bi

3 +42~¢ € —JEFFREY HOFF




‘An eccentric, but in a great way’

By Patricia Scott - P8

Hobokeh hewcomer Patri
€ia Quinn remembers her first
meeting with Mayor Thomas
Vezzett ;

“l was coming home from
work New Year's Eve when |
first saw him ” Quinn recalled
&'t‘blcfday “He was stepping
out of the Beat n’ Path wearing
a long white opera scarf and a
white tuxedo. He walked
?‘ralghl toward me and said
My dear, you look lovely” ’

That casual meeting is the
:tfuﬂ‘ Vezzetti folklore is made

A larger-than-life charac
ter from his flaming red shoes
to the tip of his purple velvet
fedora, Vezzetti’'s daily
marches along Washington
street were theatrical events

His fake fur coat sweeping
behind him in the wind, bull
horn firmly in hand, Vezzetti
stopped to chat with every pe
destrian along his route

And when he approached
voters — his huge hands ex-
tended, head cocked, eves
twinkling - something special
happened.

“I'd see him coming along
and you got a sense he cared
about what was going on,” said
Rose Sciarra, a Fifth Ward
resident.

“He had the bullhorn with
him all the time, talking about
what he'd do. To me, he seemed
like a regular guy who had a

Continued from Page |

ly he'll never realize. 1 hope the
person who must evenmtually
take his place strives to do as
well.”

Michael Kulp of First
Street, who moved to the city
three years ago, said he had
hoped Vezzett would be mayor
forever

“If Hoboken were a banana
republic, and politic ally it of
ten seems like it is, we'd be
smart to appoint him the lead
er for life,” said Kulp. “He was
a man for all ages, a snappy
dresser and a great guy. He was
constant entertainment

Jim Mills, who recently set
tled in the Fifth Ward, said he
was astonished the first time
he saw Vezzetti

“The mayor was all dressed

realize he was the mayeor then
but I thought he was great a
really incredible local
character

Like Mills, Robert Moyle
remembers Vezzetti as “an ab-
solute original. There was cer-
tainly no way you could ever
not notice him on the street
sad Movle. I saw him every day
in the deli getting his lunch at
Roma’s. He was always ready to
stop and talk and say a few nice
things

Residents watched with
teary eyes as the flag over City
Hall was dropped to half-statl
and black and purple bunting
was hung over the sunny steps

Old men gathered on
benches outside the hall, sit
ting in the sun and shaking
their heads. Women stopped to

Rose Sciarra
‘A regular guy’

genuine interest in people.”

The trademark bullhorn
was as much a part of the Vez-
zetti mystique as his “triple E, 1
gotta admit it” feet and the
broom he often carried when a
bout of street-cleaning fervor
overcame him.

Residents, who yesterday
recalled their mayor’s cries for
honesty in government, quoted
Vezzetti's favorite expressions
from memory, at times- wiping
away tears.

“He'd always say to me,
‘You look so beautiful, my
dearest’ or ‘Your intense physi-
cal beauty is exceeded only by

Patricia Quinn

‘White opera scarf and tuxedo’
your magnificent brains, my
dear,’ ” said 70-year-old Mary
Festa of Bloomfield Street.
“God, I loved that man. He was*
the most decent, honest, ador-
able person Hoboken ever
had.”

“We all knew he was a lit-
tie, I don’t know, eccentric —
but in a great way,” said Ann
Tambone of the Sixth Ward.
“He was not only a nice man,
but you knew he really cared
because he took a personal in-
terest in things.”

Minnie DeCrisci cried
when she heard the news on
the radio at 5:30 a.m. yesterday.

Board
backs
limits
Waterfront plan
ndment

_‘3, = ?ﬁ%f_g

By JUDY TEMES
Susiness Weser

HOBOKEN—The Planning

Board last night said it supports
the city’s proposed guidelines to
limit construction along the wa-
terfront, but said it may seek
changes to some of the numbers
suggested by the adminis-
tration.

In a working session at City
Hall, the board said the numbers
are a good benchmark with
which to work. The board is
scheduled to meet next Thurs-
day and issue its own recom-
mendations on the guidelines,
which were developed by the ad-
ministration of then Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti last summer.

““This is a maypole we all have
to dance around,” said board
Chairman Peter Alicandri. “But
we can make the string longer or
shorter depending in the circum-
stances.”

Developers here have opposed
the plan, saying it will leave a
piece of the Gold Coast in the
dust. Several developers spoke
against the plan last night, argu-
ing that the restrictions on build-
ing density will increase costs to
the point where projects may
not be undertaken.

The guidelines, as set forth
last summer, would limit new
housing to 2,000 units along the
waterfront and restrict com-
mercial construction to no more
than 2.5 million square feet.
Buildings on the outskirts of the
city will be limited to 25 stories,
and eight stories between
Fourth and 11th streets.

The guidelines would also pro-
hibit cars along the city’s water-
front, requiring people to park in
garages on the outskirts and
take mass transit.

Frank Lanza, an attorney for
developer Anthony
Della’Aquila, last night called
the guidelines arbitrary and
capricious, and said they will
lead to more litigation. He said
development should be allowed
to continue on a case-by-case
basis.

But board members, including
Alicandri, stressed the need for
guidelines, although they said
some flexibility must be in-
cluded.

“I don’t favor a case-by-case
review,”’ Alicandri said, ‘‘but we
must not lose sight of the need
for creativity.”

While developers criticized
the plan for its lack of detail,
board consultant Ralph
Seligman said the numbers are
based on specific studies of how
much growth Hoboken can sup-

rt in the coming years. The
guidelines are needed, Seligman
said, to preserve Hoboken's ‘“‘hu-
man-scale quality,” something
with which most board mem-
bers agreed.

MAYOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Took o personal interest’

“I ran and told everybody
in my 1l-unit tenement,” she
said. “I couldn’t believe it. He
was such a good, decent man:
he always had a nice little say-
ing. And always so kind.”

Leonard Goldblatt, a eivil
engineer, called the late mayor
a “man of great genius and a
tremendously warm heart.”

“He had a genuine concern
about doing good for the public
and I'll always remember him
with kind memories,” said
Goldblatt. “He had great hopes
for the city which unfortunate-

See AN ECCENTRIC — Page 10.

takes the 30-day opportunity, or
we serve with no mayor until
November,” he added.

Graves, Assistant Law Direc-
tor Thomas Calligy and other
city officials said the city could
not function without a mayor for
that long. The officials said
dozens of contracts require the
mayor’s signature every week,
making government practically
impossible with the office va-
cant,

Council President Patrj k
Pasculli, who has lobbied otner
council members for the job
strenuously, still did not appear
to have a clear majority yester-
day. Citing legal precedent,
Graves said no council member
may vote for himself as mayor
— an opinion that will force
Pasculli to obtain five votes on
the nine-member body.

The opinion is bzsed on a 1985

WILLIAM GRAVES
Pressures council members

case in the Appellate Division of
state Superior Court in which
the mayor of East Orange tried
to vote for himself as the de fac-
to police chief. The court re-
scinded the mayor's vote,

Although they initially dis-
agreed with Graves’ interpreta-
tion of the case, Pasculli and his
allies accepted that opinion yes-
terday.

.“He won't vote for himself,”
City Clerk James Farina, a
close associate of Pasculli and
the head of Pasculli's political
club, said.

That opinion may make it dif-
ficult for Pasculli to get five
votes from amog the other eight
council members. Three council
members who were allied with
Vezzetti -- Joseph Della Fave,
Helen Cunning and Thomas
Newman — openly oppose
Pasculli. They released a joint

VEZZETTISUCCESSOR

slatemeut yesterday explaining
their position.

“We believe it is our responsi-
bility and certainly our intention
to see to it that Tom's (Vezzetti)

licies and programs come to

ruition,”” Della Fave, speaking
for the group, said.

The decision of the three coun-
cil members means Pasculli
needs all five remaining votes.
Pasculli appears to have the sol-
id support of Councilmen David
Roberts and E. Norman Wilson.
Councilmen Steve Cappiello and
Edwin Duroy also are said to
back Pasculli, although their
support may be waning, accord-
ing to sources. Councilman Rob-
ert A. Ranieri, who had offered
himself as a mayoral candidate
in private meetings with other
council members, has not an-
nounced his candidate.

up, passing by my house in a
“1 didn’t

parade,” said Mills

speak briefly with each other
or Lo pray

Leonard Goldblott
‘Man of great genius'

Jim Mills
‘Incredible local character’

Robert Moyle
‘An absolute original’

‘An eccentric . .. but in

v

A constituent applies a soothing icoboa as the mayor makes the

rounds with his bu
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- Shifting Dream: Fleeing
Hoboken for Subgfb1b

City warned: Pick mayor
Hoboken counsel issues April 1 deadline’

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN~—The city law di-
rector put pressure on the City
Council yesterday, saying that
unless the body chooses an in-
terim mayor by April 1, the city
will be without a leader until No-

vember.

The opinion puts added pres-,

B Vezzetti's death dampens
waterfront plans. Page 12.

sure on the council to name a re-
placement for Mayor Thomas F.

Vezzetti, who died early last
Wednesday. The council is
scheduled to meet tonight, when
it may choose a mayor.

In ‘announcing his interpreta-
tion of state law, Law Director
William Graves reversed his
earlier opinion that the city

clerk could call an election after
30 days of no mayor.

“I have re-read the statute a
little more carefully and with a
little less pressure, and now it
appears that option is not open,”
Graves said. ‘‘Either the council

Piease see MAYOR ?’age:;i

————

A Dream Falls Flat: Fleeing H oboker;lf or the ﬂl’)urbs

By DENA KLEIMAN
Special 10 The New York Times
HOBOKEN, N.J. — Seton and Brian Beck-

.

with bought a brownstone here seven years
ago amid hopes that this pld waterfront city,
minutes from Wall Street and with spectac-
ular views of New York, would be trans-.
formed into a new middle-class community.

Now, two children later, discouraged by
poor schools, rundown parks, inadequate
parking and filthy streets, they are leaving
for the suburbs. And they are not alone.

“A lot of people are jumping ship,” said
Mrs. Beckwith, who is moving to Montclair
int June.

They are leaving a city that indeed has
been transformed. Where boarded-up store-
fronts stood, there are fancy boutiques.
Tenements have been demolished and re-
placed by expensive condominiums. But as
some young families here are learning, it
takes more than renovating buildings to
change a 100-year-old community that has,
they believe, entrenched politics and prob-
lems.

Lacking Time and Energy

Appreciative of Hoboken's quirky charms
yet impatient with its problems, many new-
comers to this ethnically diverse city have
been unable or unwilling to join forces to
change things. Busy with families and often
two careers, many say they do not have the
time or energy to become involved in civic
affairs; a few say they tried but are worn
out.

“The new people are not plugged into the
political community,” said Maureen Single-
ton, a real-estate agent who is active in com-
munity affairs. “They are too busy with
their own lives. They don’t have the time
and energy to do something about reform.
It’s too awful, too impossible.

“The more you educate them, the more
overwheimed they get. The easiest answer
is to move to Montclair.” :

“At one point I felt like waving a white
flag,” said Jane Trombley, who moved to
Summit after many years as a Hoboken fan.

She and her husband had hoped to send
their children to public school. But after dis-
covering that Hoboken ranked among the 10

The New York Times/Edward Rausner

Brian and Seton Beckwith with their daughters, Catherine, left, and Brindley, outside their brownstone in Hoboken, N.J.

worst school districts in New Jersey, they,
like many other newcomers here, decided to
send their son to a private school.

After a year of spending two and a half
hours every day driving their son to and
from school in Englewood, 15 miles away,
they decided to move.

There are many natives in Hoboken, of
course, people who were raised here and
love it the way it is

“Some people can’t cope with urban life,
but there are pienty of others who can and

love it here,” said Jerry Citro, a 34-year-old ‘

native who recently bought a brick row
house himself. _

Mr. Citro, who is a real-estate agent, said
he warns buyers that Hoboken is not the
suburbs, that its schools leave a lot to be de-
sired and that many families may consider
private school a netessity.

Even as some families leave, real-estate
values remain high, though there is a glut of
new condominiums and prices have leveled
off in the last year, as in much of the metro-
politan region. On the side streets off Wash-
ington Street, the main strip lined with side-
walk cafes, restaurants and fancy shops,
brownstones that sold 15 years ago for

Continued on Page B7

*,,

Continued From Page Bl

$30,000 are now worth $300,000,

Over the last 15 months, 1,500 new
studio, one- and two-bedroom condo-
miniums have come on the market and
have attracted another new population

of young professionals to this once pre-

dominantly blue-collar city.
But among that first small group of
urban pioneers who set off Hoboken's
renewal and real-estate boom, the
dream seems to have run aground.
“The dream fell flat on its face,” said
Lou Mont, a developer who has lived in
Hoboken for five years but is leaving
because he plans to start a family.

‘Can Still Be the Gem'’

“l had expected when I moved to
Hoboken,” he said, “that things would
have changed enough that 1'd be able to
say: ‘I'm proud enough I built some
buildings and, hey, I'm going to raise
my family, too.’

““Hoboken can still be the gem of the
Hudson, but it's going to take time."”

The population has grown — in large
part because of the condominium boom
— to about 48,000 now from 45,000 half a
dozen years ago. So, too, according to
the Hudson County Board of Elections,
has the number of voters, to 19,487 last
year from 17,534 in 1982.

The state’s Education Department
says the schools are improving. Test
scores last year were up 20 peércent
over the year before, Still, a spokesman
for the department said, only 34.8 per-
cent of Hoboken's public school stu-
dents passed all three parts of a
mandatory ninth-grade test in reading,
mathematics and writing.

Less clear these days is what Hobo-
ken’s new residents have contributed
to the renewal of the community. Is
their Hoboken primarily a bedroom
community for young professionals
who stay only as long as they are sin-
gle? Or is there still hope for it to be a
place where people can set down roots,
raise their children and become active
members of the community?

Planning to Leave

That question was much in the air
the other day at Stevens Park, a play-
ground overlooking the Hudson, where
three mothers played with their tod-
dlers in the afternoon sun. Of the three,
two plan to leave. The third is thinking
about it seriously.

“This is no place to raise kids,” said
one of the three, Marilyn Ray, a nurse,
who is moving with her husband and
2-year-old daughter, Ashley, to Florida.
“There is no place to ride a bicycle. No
swimming pool. No soccer fieild. The
parks are in terrible condition.”

Pat Prenderville, who said she loves
Hoboken, lives in a three-bedroom
home for $950 a month — a steal, she

| says — but is now moving with her hus-

band and 3-year-old son, John, to Con-
necticut. “It’s a great place for young
people or anyone else if they don't plan
to use it as anything except a bed-

| room."” she said of Hoboken.
| To be sure, there are families who

working hard to make that possible

Ken and Susan Schept, for example,
have been in Hoboken since 1972, They
bought a brownstone in 1978 and have
two children — Judah, 9, and Rebecca,
5, whom they send to private school in
Hl:)boken at a cost of $3,600 per year per
child.

No Guinea Pigs

They have decided not to send their
children to public school or to try to
make the schools better because, Mrs,
Schept said: “I'm not willing for my
children to be guinea pigs. 1 would
spend time to change the system but 1
know it won't happen in my children’s
time.”

Nevertheless, the Schepts plan to
stay. So do Gail and Martin Tuzman,
who moved to Hoboken in 1977 and
whose children are now age 3 and eight

“The new people
are not plugged

into the political
community.’

months. Actively involved in the April
school board election, Mrs. Tuzman
said she hopes the schools will be bet-
ter by the time her children are olu
enough to attend.

Matt Russo, a truck driver and actor
who was born in Hoboken 65 years ago
and raised five children there, loves
Hoboken. Four of his children remain,
and two of his grandchildren attend the
local schools. ““It’s the place to be,” he
said.

For Mr. Mont, the developer: “‘Peo-
ple come to live here because they hear
how great it is. When it comes voting
day, no one comes out. The right people
are living here but they don’t get in-
volved. They have no personal commit-
ment to changing Hoboken.”

Voting or Cooking

Laurie A. Fabiano, who was execu-
tive assistant to Mayor Thomas Vez-
zetti, who died of a heart attack last
week, summarized the political in
volvement of the new Hoboken resident
this way:

“The last school board election, I was
on the phone with a woman and I asked
her if she went to vote. She said: ‘I
meant to. But I just put a chicken in the
oven.” The education of children are at
sta}ge and she’s worried about a chick-
en.

The graffiti on the boarded-up Brass
Rail restaurant, once one of Hoboken's
more exclusive dining places and now
temporarily closed after a fire, holds
one vision for the city: “Stox Kaput.
Real Estate Next. Bye Bye Yuppies.”

But Jee Barry, a real-estate devel-
oper and publisher of a local newspa-
per, The Hoboken Reporter, has a dif-
ferent prediction.

plan to stick it out in Hoboken and are

“The dream,” he said, “‘is deferred.”

——




Did reform

By Janet Wilson. Jim DeRogatis
and Bill Campbell
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the doors of

Literally
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ciiman in 1983, he
not being let int
meeting in the Law | tment that
he knocked and knocks itil he left
the door hanging fre s hinges

T'wo years later, he ved into the
mayor’s offlice, armed i Jist: “I'm
going to clean out the | d of Ed, cut
Laxes, make sure th front is lfor
&ll of us, and see tha vor Steve)
('d[vlpl( 1o and his self-seeking friends
are out of a job. They'r« | going.”

By the beginning « xt week
many ol Vezzetli's apps ¢s may be
going, just 2'- years after they moved
in. With his death, all of the director-
ships are automatically vacated, to be
filled by whomever the acting mayor
wants to appoint

It is unclear whether the council
will appoint an interim mayor or wait
until April to hold a special election.

grv about

ommillee

TJers P
The future of the reform move
ment Vezzetti fathered is now in
doubt. Although he was personally
popular with Hoboken voters, his pop
ularity rarely transferred to the youn
ger relorm candidates he supported
in City Council and Board of Educa
tion elections
Vezzetti's major political success

was the fusing of a unique coalition of

old-time Italians angry with machine
politics, Puerto Ricans who feared
displacement and newly arrived,
briefcase-toting professionals. The
groups coalesced into a voting block
strong enough to sweep the Cappiello
machine out of office

But after his surprising victory, he
found he had little real governing
power. An anti-administration coun
cil majority thwarted him on many
appointments and policy initiatives

A major source of contention be
tween Vezzetti and the council was
the group of young, creative adminis-
trators he surrounded himself with
The mayor entrusted key policymak-
ing to people like chief aide Laurie
Fabiano and political adviser Steve

News analysis

Block, “newcomers” who were dis-
trusted by many as outsiders

Despite political squabbling with
the council, his administration ac
complished many of his campaign
goals.

But left hanging by his death are
the adoption of his plans for a trust
fund to create new affordable hous-
ing, implementation of a new Master
Plan for development and creation of
developer fees for rebuilding roads,
sewers and infrastructure.

As the administration attempted
to fulfill Vezzetti's campaign prom-
ises, the reform movement stumbled
along. The mayor and the reformers
won several seats on the City Council
and Board of Education over the last
three years, but they never secured a
voling majority on either body.

Vezzetti threw himself into each
election with renewed hope, pacing
the streets from daybreak with his
bullhorn to garner votes. He was al-
ways crushed when his candidates

lost, and his health deteriorated as
the political pressures mounted

The mayor suffered from an irreg
ular heartbeat and was hospitalized
several times during his term. He was
last hospitalized for a week afler he
fell from the stage on Jan. 1 during the
inauguration of County Executive
Robert Janiszewski. Vezzetti suffered
a concussion when his chair tipped
over and he fell several feet to the
marble floor of the County Adminis-
tration building

Although he had complained of
dizziness in recent weeks, and had
trouble rising from his chair, Vezzetti
threw himself wholeheartedly into
the special election for the Fifth Ward
council seat. He saw in Helen Mano-
gue's candidacy a chance to finally
grasp real power on the council !

“He was so excited this weekend.”
said Steve Dado, one of his closest
friends. “He kept saying ‘She's going
to win, she's going to win, this is it. I
can finally turn the corner and do
what I want to do.'”

After the polls closed Tuesday
night and defeat was announced at

coalition die with Vezzetti?

Manogue’s headquarters, Vezzetti ap
proac hed Fabiano as she eyed the
results

“I've got to get out there tomorrow
with the bullhorn, Laurie,” he said
“They can't do this. I've got to get out
there and let people know what they
did.”

But concerned about his health
Vezzetti's advisers had been discour
aging him from taking such an active
role in campaigning on the streets. In
the wake of Manogue's defeat, his
closest supporters also tried to talk
him out of his plans to run for reelec-
tion in 1989.

Vezzetti left Manogue's post-elec
tion gathering at the Trilogy Lounge
on 11th Street at about 10:30 p.m. He
walked to his apartment at 109 14th St
and ran up the 60 steps to his cold
water flat

His roommate heard him enter
the apartment and fall to the floor. He
was pronounced dead of massive
heart failure at 12:03 a.m.

“He died of a broken heart,” said
Block. “The stress and the strains of
the job broke his heart.”

THE
" WACKIEST
MAYOR
N AMERICA

By Ed McCormack

Tom Vezzetti loved the press,
was always ready with quote

When Tom Vezzetti was
angry at a reporter, he'd get
right to the point.

“l remember you when
you were a reporter,” he'd
say with his devilish grin and
you'd know that you probably
hadn't worked hard enough
on a certain story, that you'd
probably let deadline pres-
sures step in the way of get-
ting one more quote, that you
may not have tried your best.

And then you'd work a
little harder.

It meant something when
Tom Vezzetti criticized the
press — because he believed
so strongly in it.

He truly believed what
we are all taught in school:
the people have a right to
know what's going on in their
government, a right to know
when tax money is well-spent
and when it is wasted, and,
most important, a right to
know when someone has vio-
lated the public's trust

A full-time public ser-
vant even before he was
elected to public office, he
had plenty of time to talk
with reporters and to joke
with them in the same way he
joked with his favored sup-
porters and his most ardent
opponent

He sought the press.
hunted you down in City Hall
s0 he could have his say

“Where is she? Where's
The Jersey Journal?” he
would demand as he stomped
from room to room when |
covered Hoboken City Hall

That was before he be-
came mayor

Once elected to the city's
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began to
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highest office, the lifelong
watchdog became less de-
manding of the press. In-
stead, reporters sought him
out and he reveled in all the “l always wondered
attention he
receive.

Major publications —
both statewide and national
— wanted to profile him, and
suddenly all the silly re-
marks he had made for de-
cades became known as
“Vezzetti-isms™:

“It's not that I'm so good.
It's that they're so bad.”

“I'm an honest man in a
corruptible profession.”

“I consider myself a ver-
bal psychological therapist.”

He was always ready
with a quote (even if he didn’t
know the subject) He was
always willing to lead a tour
of the city (even if it took five
hours because he stopped in
every bar, shop and fast-feod
restaurant along the way to
greet constituents).
his own wacky way he tried to
make you feel special.

Whenever he spoke with
Jersey Journal political re-
porter Peter Weiss, for exam-
referred to Weiss’
prediction (against just
about everyone else's) that He never even stopped
Vezzetti would become may-

or in 1985. Ever since then,
Vezzetti referred to Weiss as
“the reporter who made me
what I am today.”

whether he meant that as a
compliment or an insult,”
Weiss recalled yesterday. “I
presume he meant it as a
compliment.”

With me, he focused on a
television interview we did
on “Meet the Mayors.”

“I remember you when
you wore the yellow dress,”
he would say every time I ran
into him. “But you didn't say
enough. You've gotta get in
there and ask more
questions.”

Indeed, every reporter
who ever saw Vezzetti in ac-
tion has a story about him.

Jim DeRogatis, a former
Hoboken reporter for the
Journal, recalls the City Hall
interview he and another re-
porter did with Vezzetti to
mark the mayor’s first year in
office.

“He leaned back too far
and he fell out of the chair.
He rolled over on his back
onto the floor and said,
‘That’s the ghost of (his pre-
decessor) Steve Cappiello.’

talking.”

Both foes, bosom pals
recall him with respect

By Patricia Scett

As word of Hoboken Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti's death ech-
oed through the tiny city he
Joved, officials who worked
with him strove yesterday to
express their own sense of loss.

In a statement issued yes-
terday morning, Gov. Thomas
Kean said:

“I'm shocked and deeply
saddened by his passing. He
was a good friend and an excel-
lent public servant who worked
tirelessly on behalf of the city
he led. He stood for what he
saw as his duty to betterment of
the city. His leadership and
strong voice will be missed.”

Councilman Joseph Della
Fave, who with Vezzetti's chief
confidential aide Laurie Fa-
biano was closer to the mayor
than anyone, said the loss left
him “totally speechless.”

“There is nothing I can say
because he was far more than a
good friend to me,” said Della
Fave. Vezzetti often called him
*son.”

“He was just wonderful
and a very, very special person.
I know we'll never again see
the courage and heart that we
saw in Tom Vezzetti. He was
everything.”

Choking back tears, Fa-
biano said she just wanted Vez-
zetti alive again, if only to allow
her time to tell him how much
he had done for Hoboken. “I
just wanted him to walk out of
here with his head held high at
the end of four years,” she said.

Throughout City Hall, em-
ployees with red-rimmed eyes
shared anecdotes and memo-
ries of the mayor, while his
trademark bullhorn sat on a
corner desk in his empty office.

Deputy Fire Chief Richard
Tremitiedi, a personal friend,
said he is reeling from the loss.

“When I heard he was sick I
prayed for his life, then I heard
the official news and prayed
for his soul,” said the chief.
“He was a wonderful man who
slept, ate and lived his job.
There was no separation for
Tom. The people he helped and
served were everything.”

Councilwoman Helen Cun-
ning said Vezzetti was “abso-
lutely selfless. His life, his fam-
ily was this city. Tommy was a
dreamer — he had this dream
of a corrupt-free, everybody
gets their just-desserts kind of
Hoboken, and I guess we were
young enough to believe him.”

Even Vezzetti's longtime

“"We won!" A shout for joy on election night, 1985.

detractors, those who often
found themselves at odds with
their flamboyant mayor, yester-
day conceded his style, charis-
ma and great kindness.

“Tom and I were pitted
against each other but I genu-
inely liked the man,” said
Councilman Dave Roberts, who

“met the mayor on 11th Street

Tuesday night less than an
hour before his death. “We had
a brief conversation and it was
nice, maybe the first time we
got along and sort of agreed to
disagree. I think we both felt
good about it.”

“No question about the fact
that he was eccentric,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>