Your
opinio

Pasculli, tell us it isn't seo

We read in the Jersey Journal that
Mlchagl Coleman, the director of Ho
boken’s Community Development
Agency, is about 1o lose his position in
the City Administration because he
exercised his right as a citizen of
Hoboken to participate in the demo
cratic process of free elections. The
story that Michael Coleman will lose
his job because he supported Helen
Manogue against Norman Wilson is a
sobering reality about political free

dom in Hoboken

Come on, Pat Pasculli, prove to us
that this story in the Journal is wrong!

ninistration jobs in Hoboken are

‘qud““(d‘ ions
nounce the
neighbors

political freedom

ken

Demonstrate that the Mayor's office is

As the Pasculli Administration
exercises its political clout we will
again know whether we have returned
to an oppressive victimization of our
community or whether we can have a
government that is open to all regard
less of the way one exercises their
- REV
FREY B. CURTISS, Rector, All Saints
Episcopal Parish & Day School. Hobo
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Hoboken lawyer
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Wrner

HOBOKEN-A local lawyer
who challenged the legality of
Mayor Patrick Pascull:'s selec-
tion last week sa.d yesterday he
will not pursue a lawsuit on the
matter

The decision by Ira Karasick
follows Pasculli's decision to
ask the City Council, which se-
lected him by a 53 vole last
Wednesday, 1o vole again dur-
m%(nls meeting tonight

arasick, a lawyer who was
an ally of Mayor Thomas F
Vezzetti, said Sunday he was
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@ State reports more complaints
on ‘sunshine law’ — Page 23

the council violated the state
Open Public Meetings Act when
it considered and voted on the
selection behind closed doors.
The council’s decision lo vote
again, Karasick said yesterday,
negates the need for the lawsuit
— but not the harm done by the
private council discussions

#“1 think, at least, enc of
the public's right would be

not bought or sold through back room
deals that require unconscionable
ethics. One would hope that a mayor is
a leader who does not base govern
ment employment on a person’s poll
ing record but on the person’s experi
ence and qualifications. Is Pat
Pasculli to be mayor of Hoboken or is
he to in charge of deal cutting and
political appointments for a select
few? Is the Mayor of Hoboken a token
to control city jobs or is the Mayor a
person to provide vision and leader
ship for our city?

How can we expect people to do
responsible work in this city if a part
of their employment is based contin-
ually on positioning themselves to be
on the right side of an election? How
can teachers teach or public servants
serve ifthey believe their job depends
on the coat-tail of the next general to
lead the hanana republic of Hobo-
ken? We want a democracy, not a
puppet dictatorship.

The citizens of Hoboken must re-
alize the kind of government we have.
If patronage style political leadership
is the price to be selected mayor, then
the citizens of Hoboken must realize
the way political leadership arises. If
our neighbors cannot exercise their
democratic right to participate in free
elections without reprisal, then we
must challenge this bondage. If ad-
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you bald-headed bastard,”
yelled City Housing Inspector

Jude Fitzgibbons at ilman

Steve Cappiello who voterd for
' Raia. Jude's brother Maurice,
| who had been seen as the favor-
ite for the position.

Both Pasculli and Raia will
serve until a special election in
November.

Most of last night’s meeting
was taken up by heated discus-
sions of the reassessment,
which will go into effect with
this fall’s tax bill. Many speak-
ers last night blamed city offi-

and school board budgets

cials for not cutting municipal |

\

enough to offset the effects of '

the revaluation.
“You’ve got your damned pol-
| itics and the hell suffers?
We do ! screamed John Ciriel-
lo, a retired schoolteacher to
thunderous applause.
City Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte made a presentation be-
fore the public was scheduled to

Property

Appraisers, a local firm in
charge of the revaluation.
Because it has been 18 years
since the last revaluation, the
tax burden has been shared un-
equally among city residents.
Owners of condominiums have
paid taxes on 12 percent of the
value of their homes and busi-
nesses on between 14 and 15 per-
cent while other residents have
paid taxes on only 6 or 7 percent
of the value of their homes. ;
#The revaluation raises all as- |
sessments to 100 percent of true }
value, equalizing the tax burden

Graves

blames
- o A g

coundi

By Patricia Scett

4

The controversy surround-
ing last week's Hoboken City
Council session could have
been avoided had the council
consulted with attorneys in the
city Law Department before
the meeting.

“They never came to me for
a legal opinion or for advice,”
said Law Director William
Graves. “They didn't approach
me (for information) on how to
proceed with the naming of a
new mayor in any way.”

Graves said he had no idea
the council members planned
to alternately open and close
the meeting as they did.

When the council met last
Wednesday night, it entered
into closed deliberations for 45
minutes, opened the meeting to
the public and later returned
again to closed sessions for
more discussion. By the end of
the lengthy closed meetings,
Patrick Pasculli had eked by
with the five votes he needed to
be named mayor.

Graves said he thought the
council had approached Assis-
tant City Clerk Robert Drasheff
for information about how to
proceed in the event that part
of its discussions might need to
be closed. Drasheff thought
members had consulted with
Graves.

In faet, no council member
‘sought a legal opinion from any
in-house source.

The state Public Advo-
cate’s Office said the council
violated the Sunshine Law in
the way it held the meeting. In
addition to meeting privately
to discuss matters that should
not be discussed in closed ses-
sion, the council failed to se-
cure copies of printed resolu-
tions stating that it was about to
enter closed session, Graves
said.

Such resolutions must be
on hand and available to the
public before the closed por-
tion begins.

and sharply increasing taxes for |
owners of non-condominium

By John Petrick

Superior Court Judge Bur-
rell Ives Humphreys yesterday
said former Hoboken Law Di-
rector Sal D’Amelio is blocking
attempts to determine how
much money he owes the city
from a real estate transaction
from which he improperly
profited.

Humphreys said he will ap-
point an independent counsel
to oversee the case.

Humphreys ruled in De-
cember that D’Amelio was in
conflict of interest when nego-
tiating the sale of 201-203
Bloomfield St. in Hoboken, in
which he and co-owners of the
property shared $100,000 in
profits.

The sale of the property,
whieh occurred on Oct. 30, 1986,
was contingent on D'Amelio’s
securing a building permit
from the city

The judge ruled that D'A-
melio's share of the profits
must go into the city’s coffers.

Attorneys for the city are
now in the process of determin-
ing how much of the $100,000
went to D'’Amelio, a process
made difficult by what they say
is D’Amelio’s intereference
and obstruction.

Humphreys agreed, saying
that the former law director’s
interference is contradictory to
the public interest.

He noted that depositions
have only just begun some
three months after the case was

decided. Humphreys said he
will appoint a “prominent
member of the Hudson County
bar” to oversee the discovery
process. He did net say who the
attorney will be.

In February, Humphreys
ordered a former girlfriend of
Construction Code Official Al-
fred Arrezzo to testify under
oath what she did with her
share of the profits from the
sale.

She also must present her
1986 tax return.

Mary Cirpriani — Arrezzo's
girlfriened — and two other
city employees shared the
$100,000 with D'Amelio when
the lot was sold.

D'Amelio has not been
charged with any eriminal acts.

considering hlm;z suit to gont!g:
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the electionon t
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Raia pick
surprises

said. “But it doesn’t fully cure
the wrong that was done to the
public.™ .

Karasick maintained his
opinion that the council should
have conducted all discussions
on the matter of appointing an
interim mayor in public. The
Mayor's Office became vacant
when Vezzetti died in office
March 2.

Despite his feelings about the
vote, Karasick conceded that a
lawsuit “‘would only be of nui-
sance value.”

He said he resented state-

ments made by Pasculli brand
ing Karasick's concern
“politically motivated."”

“Every time you speak up to
uphoid a public right, they use
that as an excuse to cover up all
kinds of shenanigans,’’ he said

The council also will consider
a new council president and a
new council member to fili out
Pasculli's term. Sources said
Pasculli will ask the council to
accept Maurice Fitzgibbons, the
city’s Democratic Party chair-
man, as his repiacement on the
council.

vindicated” bv the new volte. he
Pease see SUIT Page 1‘

Pasculli

Distedep 3-/%

By JOHN CURTIS

HOBOKEN-—Mayor
Pasculli declared yesterday
that abizarre coalition of old
guard politicians and self-styled
reformers dealt him a double
defeat at Wednesday night's
City Council meeting.

The coalition, in naming Rob-
ert A. Ranieri council president
and putting Frank “Pupi’’ Raia
in Pasculli's vacant council
seat, took the mayor by sur-
prise, showed its independence
and denied him his choices for
two key positions. Raia’s elec-
tion also gives him an edge if he
chooses to run for the at-large
seat in a special election to be
held in November.

*“1 got hit with a torpedo last
night,” Pasculli said yesterday.
He said he suspected something
was up when Ranieri informed
him he had the votes to win the
president’s seat.

“'I guess something took place
which allowed the Vezzetti block
of council people to vote with
Mr. Ranieri and Mr. Cappiello,”
Pasculli said.

Cappiello both denied any deals
had been struck between the (wo
factions. Pasculli had supported
Councilman E. Norman Wilson
for council president and Mau-
rice Fitzgibbons, director of the
county's +ffice of Heritage and
Cultural Affairs, for the vacant
council seat.

Raia’s selection changes the
balance of forces on the council,
but some, including Pasculli,
see Raia as a wild card and are
not sure which faction he will
end up supporting. When
launching his political career
with a challenge to Cappiello in
the 3rd Ward last year, Raia
was supported by the late May-
or Thomas F. Vezzetti and his
backers on the council, as well
as Pasculli apnd Councilman
David Roberts. After Cappiello
defeated him last year, Raia
was perceived as the heir appar-
ent to Cappiello in the 3rd Ward.

“The jury is still out on Pupi,
depending on the positions he
takes," Pasculli said.

Although allied in the past
with council members Helen
Cunning, Thomas Newman and
Joseph Della Fave, who have
tried to limit development and

Hoboken City

Clerk James Farina,
councilman’s cath to Frank Raia, right, in City Hall yesterday, as 3

left, administers the

Nicholas Melchicnne holds the Bible. Behind Melchicnne are his
aunt, Eleanor Taylor, and Raia’s fiance, Karen Kurash.

create plans for affordable
housing, Raia is a developer,
and believes development can
solve many of the city’s prob-
lems.

“We are going to try and
move the city with develop-
ment,’” Raia said. ‘I think it's a
good thing you have a developer

J ESHINE THE HUDSON DISPATCH

on the council, one that knows
about building.”

Newman, Cunning, and Lella
Fave could not be reached for
comment.

Raia said he sees the city's
problem not as one of building
affordable housing, but of pre-
serving existing multi-family
dwellings.
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Reassessments
anger Hoboken
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Staff Writer The council had voted Pascul:

<

housing.

Monte said the city would
make no extra money on the re-
assessments. But before Monte
was finished he was shouted
down by the boisterous crowd.

After order was restored
more than a dozen homeowners
and tenants told the council hor-
ror stories of skyrocketing as-
sessments that threaten to dirve
them from their homes.

Pasculli, who spoke to' the
public after he was sworn in
again, called for state tax re-
form and increased funding
from state and federal sources.
He also said he would direct the
city Community Development
Agency to create a fund to assist

those on fixed incomes.

Pasculli said he would de-
mand cuts in the municipal bud-
get. He also called on all home-

owners to complain to RPA and |

to vote against the Board of Ed-
ucation budget which would re-
quire a $5 million increase in
' laxes.

(
1
1

| F. Vezzetti who died in office

HOBOKEN-—-More than 250
angry homeowners and tenants
crammed into the City Council
chambers last night to blast the
city’'s new reassessment, which
will increase taxes for some res-
idents by hundreds of dollars.

The council last night also vot-
ed again to name Patrick Pas-
culli mayor, replacing Thomas

li into the office last week, but
the selection was questioned on
the grounds that council discus-
sions on the matter were held in
private.

In a surprise move, the coun-
cil also named local developer
Frank “Pupi* Raia lo serve.in
Pasculli's vacant council seat; a
move which provoked one irdte
public response. “I'll get you,

Pleasg see ANGRY Page 12

2 schools
. J-J-

By Patricia Scott 2 .'/;"gg

Two Hoboken grammar
schools have potentially dan-
gerous levels of lead sediment
in their water systems, school
officials said yesterday.

The lead-taipted water
could pose a threat to the
health of more than 700 stu-
dents if precautions are not
taken.

The 472 students in Kealey
School at Fifth and Adams
streets, and the 238 children at
the David E. Rue School at Gar-
den and Third streets, have
been consuming water daily
from bathroom sinks and water
fountains that have lead sedi-
ment nearly at or higher than
the state Department of Envi-

have lead dangers

ronmental Protection’s safety
limit.

The DEP and federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
allow lead content in water to
be .050 parts per million.

But at Rue School the lead
content in water is .051 ppm
and in Kealey School it is .046
ppm, School Board Secretary
Tony Curko said yesterday.

The other five public gram-
mar schools, Hoboken ngh
School and Veterans Memorl-
al-Kennedy Stadium all
checked out safely. Each has a
lead content in the water of .02
ppm or less.

The water samples were
sent last week to Garden State
Laboratories for chemical
analysis.

Water from the city's pri-
vate schools has not been
checked.

Principals of the affected
schools said they were un-
aware of the lead contamina-
tion findings, but expressed
concern.

““This is the first I'm hear-
ing about it,” said Kealey Prin-
cipal Elizabeth Falco. “1 knew
they had sent the water out for
testing, but we didn’t know they
got results.”

Curko, meanwhile, direct-
ed all school éngineers and
custodial workers to turn water
valves on at the eight schools
and Kennedy Stadium for a full
10 minutes every morning at 6

See 2 SCHOOLS — Page 6.

2 schools have lead dangers

Continued from Page 1

a.m. to flush the sediment out
of the system.

“When the custodial staff
comes in early in the morning,
they are flushing out the main
pipes,” said Curko. “That’s the
advice we were given by state
experts. Whatever dangerous
substances are in there are re-
moved by the flushing.”

Children at the schools,
however, have been routinely
drinking the water with no
flushings being done.

“All we can do is follow the
expert advice and begin taking
the right precautions now.”
Curko said. “We wouldn’t know
about it still if we hadn't tested
our water supply.”

EPA spokesman Jim Sta-
ples said the two schools are
“borderline” in terms of dan-
ger and the daily pipe flushing
should rid the water systems of
the pollutant.

“We're not talking about
the kind of danger factor we
have with kids who eat lead-
filled paint chips off a wall,”
Staples said:

“But the worry is there ney-
ertheless. Cleaning out the
pipes for several minutes

should relieve lead
sediment.”

Staples said the lead in the
water probably comes from
aged joints within the pipes
which lose some amount of
lead particles. “I hope, God for-
bid, their actual pipes aren't
made of lead,” Staples said.

School officials did not
know yesterday what material
the school pipes are made of.

When water sits in the
pipes overnight, it absorbs the
sediment and the first water of
the day out of the pipe is the
most potentially lead-filled, he
said.

The DEP ordered the eity
to notify residents within three
months of potential health haz-
ards from lead sediment in
their home water systems, and
Hoboken has been running
paid notices in local newspa-
pers alerting the public.

An excess of lead in the
bpdy can damage the brain,
kidneys and nervous system.
and can lead to death, accord-
Ing to medical experts.

Young children and preg-
nant women are at greatest
risk, even from short-term ex-
posure.

any

rbor plans to expand its services

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—The Harbor, a
drug and alcohol treatment clin-
ic on the city’s gritty northern
border, has a new director and
plans for two new programs be-
ginning April 1.

Thomas Graham, who for five

' years was deputy director of the
ystate Division of Alcoholism,

started his new job this week as
director of The Harbor. He is ex-
pected to serve temporarily un-
til the new treatment programs
are implemented fully.
Graham's arrival follows a
rough period at the clinic. Last
summer, the Board of Directors
hired Irwin Scheintaub, a Se-
caucus health-care specialist, as
director. But Scheintaub was
asked to leave several months

later amid rumors of differenc-
es over policy.

Graham, just hired as pro-
gram director for a private
heal! ement firm, took
The Harbor job after the clinic
retained the firm to provide in-
creased services. He dismissed
the troubles as minor.

“When 1 came here, this ship
was running fine,”' he said.

‘“There are absolutely no prob-
lems.”

Graham, a Jersey City native
who has worked in theyhealth-
care field for 17 years, says he is
exhilarated by the prospect of
returning o a more direct,
hands-on experience.

He said he is most excited by
the new programs. The clinic
now offers a basic, 28-davy in-
tient treatment, which includes

interaction with Alcoholics
Anonymous and other groups
that offer therapy.

Under one of the new pro-
grams, patients will be able to
enter an out-patient program
that combines intensive lectures
and therapy with group interac-
tion. A key bonus of the new
plan, Graham said, is that it al-
lows working people to keep
their jobs during treatment.

be

The second new program will

an assessment center in
employers, family mem-

bers and friends of suspected

*ts may contact to ask for
in determining the person's
ms,

The clinic will hire five to sev-
en additional workers to staff

two programs, Graham

said, bringing The Harbor's to-
tal staff to 55 .S
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By Patricia Scett
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NBC film production company sets up equipment gutside Maxwell’s Restaurant.

OBSERVER HIGHWAY

Hoboken mulls

jec

1544

(.'/4 ’S ")w-)' 2]

By JOHN CURTIS
Staff Writer

~ HOBOKEN—City

blocked the Observer Highway
Redevelopment Plan and gave a
neighborhood group effective
velo power over the plan.

Although officials fear loss of
revenues for this year's budget
and a federal housing grant, the
full implications of the Hudson
County Superior Court decision
invalidating approval of an ordi-
nance necessary for the redevel-
opment plan were still not clear
yesterday. But council mem-
bers and the developer agree
that the threat of prolonged le-
gal battles with the neighbor-
hood group which opposes the
project’s height and density
could doom the project.

Mayor Patrick J. Pasculli
said the council may be able to
vote on the project at a special
council  session scheduled
Thursday night, with absten-
tions by Councilmen Steve Cap-
piello and Frank *‘Pupi’’ Raia, a
local developer who submitted a
bid to work on the area on Ob-
server Highway  between
Bloomfield Street and Willow
Avenue. City officials’ worst
fear is that new requests for pro-
posals from developers and a
new selection of bids may be
necessary.

officials
yesterday tried to draft a re-
sponse to a court decision that

“I hope the whole process
does not have to be repeated,” |
Pasculli said yesterday.

If the project is delayed too
long, the city will lose a $3 mil-

Cappiello

Continued from Page 1

by Ronald Hine and Janis Le-

vine, argue in their suit that:
® The development plan is

arbitrary and capricious;

e The plan sets the sale
price of the property slated for
development at below fair mar-
ket value.

e Adoption of the ordi-
nance was defective since Ca
piello owned property near the
site;

e The plan was unreason-
ably based on a 1972 blight dec-
laration which is outdated;

e The plan was considered

future

hon federal Urban Development
Action Grant and $4.7 million
from the sale of city-owned land
for the plan that was to be antic-
ipated for this year’'s municipal

budget, Pasculli said.

Judge Maurice Gallipoli, sit-
ting in Jersey City, ruled last
week that the vote on the plan
was tainted by Cappiello, who
owns property within 200 feet of
the project, a potential conflict
of interest.

The city has three options for
dealing with the suit, according
to Law Director William
Graves.

“The City Council can vote on
it over again. We can take an
appeal. We can do both at the
same time,” Graves said.
“Negotiating is also an option.”

In addition to the special
meeting Thursday night, Pas-
calli has called a meeting this
afternoon with Joseph Barry,
developer of the project; Ron
Hine, a leader of the neighbor-
hood group; officials of the city
Community Development Agen-
cy; and members of the city’s
Law Department.

rolling again in Hoboken

Hudson County ciies
Dream Street” story

about two Hoboken

I'he

a 1Lail«

brothers and their experiences
growing up in the Mile Square

city. The action will move from
childhood through teens and
adulthood
are searching out classic Hobo
ken locales

City police have expressed
delight with the filming, which
i1s only the latest in a wave of
TV and movie pilots and pro
ductions filmed in Hoboken

Ever since Marlon Brando
became a star in “On The Wa-
terfront which was largely
filmed in Hoboken, local
streets and by-ways have been
used as movie backdrops

In the past few years
Voices,” with Amy Irving, was
filmed in the city, as was “Tat-
too” with Bruce Dern. An aban
doned two-story store on River
Street was used as Dern’s
strange tattoo parlor

LLast November, Steven
Spielberg and Irving, his wife,
were in town filming “Crossing
Delancey.” The crew even
stopped daily for lunch at First
Street’'s Secret Ingredient
shop, where Spielberg had
chicken every day and his wife
ate steamed vegetables

Other movies filmed in and
around Hoboken in the last
couple of years include por-
tions of “Baby, It's You” and
“Lianna,” two popular films by
director John Sayles, who also
lives in Hoboken.

The Erie Lackawanna Ter-
minal has also been used as a
site several times.

EdT board will rush
its revised budget

By Patricia Scott

Hoboken’s Board of Educa-
tion will unveil its revised
school budget tomorrow night,
then hold an on-the-spot public
hearing on the spending plan.
It then intends to adopt it.

Atyesterday's school board
session, the budget was tabled
and the trustees announced
their plans to adopt it tomor-
row, a night before it is due.

The budget — which will be
cut down from $28 million to
about $23 million and is likely
to involve the closing of two
public grammar schools and
layoffs of dozens of teachers —
will be the main focus of tomor-
row's public hearing in board
offices at 1115 Clinton St.

But the school board must
have the 1988-89 budget adopt-
ed and submitted to Hudson
County Superintendent of
Schools Louis Acocella by 9
a.m. Friday, so input by resi-
dents who attend tomorrow

night’s hearing can’'t have
much significance, residents
say.

“What's the point of coming
to protest this (budget) if at the
end of the meeting they know
they have to adopt it anywav?”
said one woman who attended
last night's school board ses-
sion. “Why bother?”

Thus far, details of the re-
worked budget have not been
established or even discussed
by the nine trustees, and the
board must now virtually put a
new budget together in the
next 48 hours.

“We realize we're dealing
with some very tough time con-
straints here,” said board Pres-
ident Richard England Jr. “But
we’'ll work on it the next two
days and have it ready to go
Friday morning.”

Board officials said they
are not legally bound to re-
introduce the budget as new

See ED BOARD — Page 6.

Ed board to rush revised budget

Continued from Page 1

and then proceed through the
usual channels of publie hear-
ings and adoption over a peri-
od of time.

They are calling the budget
“revised” rather than new,
even though it involves cuts of
as much as $5 million.

“1 think everyonme knows
we're up against the wall with
this one,” said Trustee Perry
Belfiore.

Therefore, even though the
public won’t be able to see the
new budget figures until 8 p.m.
tomorrow, the plan's adoption
is all but definite.

The only feedback the pub-
lic will be able to offer will
come after the formal unveil-
ing of the revised plan and be-
fore its adoption. Last week’s
hearings — at which more than

a dozen residents blasted vari-
ous aspects of the originally
proposed $28 million budget —
have also become moot.

The school board had
adopted a $28 million budget
for the 1988-89 year which
trustees had vigorously
defended.

. But last weekend, a sur-
prising and hastily arranged
meeting was held by three City
Councilmen and a trio of
school hoard trustees, includ-
ing board President England.
At the private session, both
sides decided to slash the pro-
posed budget and reintroduce
the revised plan.

The budget was expected
to be available to the public at
last night’'s board meeting, but
all budget business was tabled.

About two dozen residents

conflict ices project

by a majority of the council's
members in violation of the
Open Public Meetings Act. The
council members were invited
by Barry on a boat excursion
during which the project was
discussed;

e Substantial amendments
to the plan were adopted at a
second reading of the ordi-
nance without public notice.

While the judge struck
down the ordinance based on
Capiello’s disqualifying posi-
tion, he did not address the
other allegations.

The future of the develop-
ment is still up in the air, city
officials said. “My next step is
to discuss this decision with
the mayor and city council and
law director,” said Assistant
City Attorney Fred Bado.

“There is a possibility that
we will appeal today's deci-
sion. If we don’t, we have to
figure out what the steps would
be to cure the problems that
were pointed out and how to

implement the redevelopment
plan.”

It was unclear yesterday
\Ajl]t*tll(‘t'.lln(igx"(;ulllp()li's deci-
sion would affect the council's
designation of Barry as the
developer

Bado noted that the set-
back could jeopardize a $3 mil-
lion Housing Development Ac-
tion Grant that would fund 115
units of low- and moderate-in-
come housing within the pro-
Ject. In order to receive that
grant, Bado said, construction
must begm by next September.

Hine said he is hoping a
settlement can be reached in
which the city scales down the
project. Should the exact same
ordinance be re-adopted by the
council — less Capiello’s vote
—Hine said his group would be
back in court again

“The council totally 18-
nored what those of us in the
neighborhood had to say. We
hope this won't happen in the
future,” Hine said

who had attended to learn
about the budget expressed an-
ger and disappointment over
the tabling, including Tom
Schulze, who asked trustees for
an explanation of the budget
cuts.

England, after .consulting
with board attorney Robert
Murray, confirmed that the re-
vised budget is “in the works”
but would not discuss specifics
until Schools Superintendent
Walter Fine reviews the re-
duced spending plan and “fully
determines the impact the cuts
will have on our educational
system.”

The board voted to hold
two strategy sessions today and
tomorrow. Fine will meet with
Trustees Perry Belfiore and
James Farina and will review
the planned cuts. «
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By Patricia Seett ~ y o/ ! Grace Church, wi
* S played rousing renditions
Irish eyes and glorious When Irish Eyes are Smiling
skies were definitely smiling and “Irish Lullaby would
vesterday, as the flag of Ireland not be an annual Hoboken

was hoisted over Hoboken Ca
Hall and a green-clad crowd of
politicians and loyal lovers ol
Hibernia cheered the event
But the sunshine-filled
noon flag-raising accompa
nied by the peal of bells and
carillon from the nearby Our
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evenlt were it not for one din
utive but fierce Irishwoman
As far back as any worthy
Hobokenite can remembe:
green beer has flowed on St
Patrick’s Day and green carna
tions have dotted lapels
throughout the streets of the
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But no one saw the proud
mantle of the flag of the Irish
Republic waving high over
Washington Street
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She proudly serves 32-year

Mavor lohn J (:ro ) M

Chae went ! told hin
lieve, that the flag shoi
flvin over th city on St 1
i Da Wi i d
vesterda
A g g
gan wa Irist s0 Of 'S¢
agreed it should, too
And a tradition was born
Fhrough 32 vears of politi
cal administrations through
Grogan, Mavor Louis DePas
cale, through the terms of Steve

Cappiello and Thomas Vezzetti
the Irish flag has
proudly over the city
for 24 hours each vear
Michael Wall passed away
eight years ago
Joan honors his memory as
well as that of the patron saint

if only

of Ireland by supervising the

flag-raising
At yesterday's proud cere

mony, Joan was joined by her
daughter, Nancy Guerin, and

son-in-law Kevin Guerin (origi
nally of County Clare)

rick Pasculli declared it a day
set aside for honoring Hobo
ken's hard-working
population
Pipe Major Brendan Glen
non resplendent in kilt, or
nate sporran and béarskin hat
played Irish tunes
More than 50 City Hall em
ployees and politicians gath-
ered on the City Hall roof and

flown

but each vear

who
watched happily as Mayor Pat-

Irish

St. Paddy's Da 1
Vi | tradi
ol JUCK na L LS |
re than 1 do right
joked newly named Mavor Pa
ferring to nis i 1
il ha tepped inte
the municipality's top position
in a city embattled by soaring
laxe and the recent

revaluation

I'm really praying for luck

today,” he added

Also attending the ceremo
ny were Rev. Kevin Ashe of
Union City's Holy Family

Church, who is director of 1the
Park Theater, and Maurice
Fitzgibbons, director the
county's Cultural Heritage of
fice. Police Chief George Crim
mins and Fire Chief
Houn stood by, proudly wear
ing touches of green

The revelers enjoyved green
cupcakes and a green and
white sheet cake after the flag
raising,
the Shannon, where Joan Wall
dished up free corned beef and
cabbage and beer

“We never charge a thing
for this.” said Wall, as the
hungry crowd pushed in. “It's
just part of our overall
celebration’’

Wall herself
Limerick

“My son-in-law and I were
both born over there, so we're

ol

15 from

real thoroughbreds,” she ex
-

plained, pouring a beer. “We

understand how important it is

That's why we feel so strongly

about the day; it’s a very
cial one to all of us

spe
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Science show

matches skills

By ALAN HUGHES
Staff Writer

" HOBOKEN—Young scientists
matched skill, style and scientif-
ic know how recently during the
Hudson County Science Fair,
held at the Stevens Tech.

Competitors in the fair were
winners from school-wide com-
petitions held last month in local
schools.

Among the winners of the fair
is Jason Riccardi of West New
York, who earned a gold medal
in the sixth-grade category. Jas-
on Riccardi was determined to
win the gold in the county fair
when he won first place in the
School 1 there.

“1 was kind of jittery,” the 12-
year-old said, “‘But I managed
to keep calm.” Riccardi said de-
spite his nervousness, he was
somewhat confident. Riccardi,
who “‘can’t wait to get into high
school,” hopes to attend law
school.

Riccardi’s project, “The Hu-
man Brain,” consisted of a cla
model and diagrams of its dif-
ferent parts and functions. A
speech on the topic accompa-
nied the visual aids.

Other medal winners were:

Ninth Grade-Julie Lee of
Dickinson High School in Jersey
City, Rena Patel of Hoboken
High School and Alan Budhu of
Dickinson High School.

Eighth Grade-Quyen Dinh in
Jersey City and Jeannie Wong,
both of School 31AEP in Jersey
City and Javier Romero of
School 2 in West New York.

Seventh Grade-Cheryl Fric-

chione and Muneez Adullah,
both of School 31AEP in Jersey
City.

Sixth Grade-Jason Von Heu-
men of Huber Street School in
Secaucus and Ivan Flores of
Webster School in Weehawken.

Fifth Grade-Monica Titera of
School 2 in West New York, Len-
ny Zanna of Claredon School in
Secaucus, Alex Wurst of Huber
School in Secaucus and Jason

Wanko of Vroom Learning Cen-
ter in Bayonne.
Chemistry-Cesar Lim and

Andy Kaufman, both of Aca-
demic High School in Jersey
City, and Keyur Patel of Hobo-
ken High School.

Computer Math-Virender
Dayal of Hoboken High School,
Sujoy Paul of Academic High
School and Marlon Sarmiento of
Dickinson High School.

Engineering-Igor Gonta of Ac-
ademic High School, Andres
Torres of Hoboken High School
and Mayank Shah of Emerson
High School.

Environmental Sciences-
Kevin Mistry of Academic High
School, Hammad Choudhry of
Dickinson High School and Ran-
dy Fisher of North Bergen High
School.

Medicine-Health -William
Schwing and Mamta Shah, both
of North Bergen High School
and Sara Dayal of Hoboken
High School.

Physics-Kavita Mistry of
Dickinson High School, Alejan-
dro Guerrero of Memorial High
School and Shister Shah of
North Bergen High School.

Cappiello
By John Petrick 5 4§

A judge yesterday struck
down a Hoboken ordinance
designating an Observer High-
way redevelopment area be-
cause Councilman Steve Cap-
piello was in conflict of
interest when voting on the
legislation.

Cappiello owned property
within 200 feet of the redevel-
opment area, sufficient
grounds to invalidate the ordi-
narce, Superior Court Judge
Maurice Gallipoli ruled.

The ordinance rezoned

conflict ices project

portions of a three-block area
between Bloomfield Street and
Willow Avenue along Observer
Highway to allow for the con-
struction of a 17-story complex
that will contain a mixture of
luxury and affordable units.
The ruling could threaten
the future of Hoboken develop-
er Joseph Barry's $60 million
“Observer Park™ development.
Barry was one of two develop-

ers who responded to a request *

for proposals for the redevel-
opment area, and he was desig-
nated the developer last
month. The other developer

was Frank “Pupie” Raia, now a
councilman at large replacing
Mayor Pat Pascullii.

Downtown Residents for
Sane Development, a group of
Hoboken taxpayers, are chal-
lenging the project in court,
They claim the development
does not fit the character of the
surrounding neighborhood.

City officials contend the
size of the project is necessary
to encourage the development
of affordable units.

The downtown group, led

See CAPPIELLO — Page 8.

James

then headed over to
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tradition

Photo by Wally Henmig

To a lilting Celtic melody played by Pipe Major Brendan

Glennon, Joan Wall, her son-in-law Kevin Guerin and daugh-

ter Nancy Guerin, right, prepare to raise the Irish tricolor

above Hoboken City Hall for the 32nd consecutive year, the

number of years corresponding to the number of counties in
Eire were Ireland united.

Drinking water
in most public

schools '’

9- T BvELY

By Ronald Leir

unsafe’

The drinking water in three of every five Jersey
City public schools has flunked state safety standards

for lead content.

But city water officials insisted there was no

reason to panic so long as per-
sons in the schools let the wa-
ter run for several minutes be-
fore drinking.

By that point, they said, any
lead contaminants should have
been flushed out of the inter-
nal water system.

Some two weeks ago, water
department employees took
one-liter samples from foun-
tains at all 48 school sites
around the city, plus the city
Board of Education headquar-
ters at West Side and Clare-
mont avenues.

The department plans to
take samples shortly from all
parochial grammar and high
schools in the city.

Tests on those samples —
the “first-draw” from the tap —
the equivalent of the first three
8-ounce glassfuls — were con-
ducted by the water depart-
ment and the results were re-
leased yesterday by Oleh (Al)
Dzydzora, the city's chief
chemist,

The highest lead reading —
217 parts per billion — was
taken at an eighth-floor refrig-
erated fountain at the Board of
Education facility, just outside
the office of Schools Supt.
Franklin Williams.

As of now, 50 parts per bil-
lion of lead in a given water
sample is deemed acceptable
by the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection.

The lowest reading — 9
parts per billion — was taken
from School 3's Annex No. 3.

Other places where high
readings were found include:
School 29, 177 parts per billion;
Academic High School, 163 ppb
from an administrative office;
School 22, 151 ppb; School 39
Annex, 142 ppb; School 17, 144
ppb; and School 5, 126 ppb.

Dzydzora said the high
readings reflect lead in water
that has been standing for sev-
en hours.

“This problem can be cor-
rected by custodians letting the
water run first thing in the
morning until it gets cold,
which could take anywhere
from two to five minutes,” he
said

After the flushing, the
readings should drop *“astro-
nomically,” said Dzydzora.

If, as expected, the state
tightens its safety standards for
lead to tolerate only up to 20
parts per billion, which could
happen by December, only one
Jersey City school site — An-
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nex No. 3 at School 3 — would
pass.

Ultimately, Jersey City
hopes to insure compliance
with DEP standards by treating
its water supply with a high
quality lime which helps form
a layer of calcium on the water
pipes to prevent lead corro-
sion, Dzydzora said.

A lime treatment facility
now under construction at the
city reservoir in Morris County
at a cost of about $656,000
should be on line by June or
July, he said.

Beyond that, Dzydzora said
the city hopes to replace its
outdoor storage reservoir in
the Heights with an under-
ground 500-gallon-capacity.
storage tank by the end of 1989.
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NBC film production company sets up equipment outside Maxwell's Restaurant.
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By JOHN CURTIS
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—City
yesterday tried to draft a re-
sponse to a court decision that
blocked the Observer Highway
Redevelopment Plan and gave a
neighborhood group effective
veto power over the plan

Although officials fear loss of
revenues for this year’s budget
and a federal housing grant, the
full implications of the Hudson
County Superior Court decision
invalidating approval of an ordi-
nance necessary for the redevel-
opment plan were still not clear
yesterday. But council mem-
bers and the developer agree
that the threat of prolonged le-
gal battles with the neighbor-
hood group which opposes the
project’s height and density
could doom the project.

Mayor Patrick J. Pasculli
said the council may be able to
vote on the project at a special
council  session  scheduled
Thursday night, with absten-
tions by Councilmen Steve Cap-
piello and Frank ‘‘Pupi’ Raia, a
local developer who submitted a
bid to work on the area on Ob-

server Highway between
Bloomfield Street and Willow
Avenue. City officials’ worst
fear is that new requests for pro-
posals from developers and a
new selection of bids may be
necessary.

officials

“I hope the whole process
does not have to be repeated,”
Pasculli said yesterday.

If the project is delayed too
long, the city will lose a $3 mil-

Cappiello

Continued from Page 1

by Ronald Hine and Janis Le
vine, argue in their suit that

e The development plan is
arbitrary and capricious

e The plan sets the sale
price of the property slated for
development at below fair mar
ket value;

e Adoption of the ordi
nance was defective since Ca
piello owned property near the
site;

e The plan was unreason-
ably based on a 1972 blight dec-
laration which is outdated

e The plan was considered

non federal Urban Development
Action Grant and $4.7 million
from the sale of city-owned land
for the plan that was to be antic
ipated for this year's municipal
budget, Pasculli said.

Judge Maurice Gallipoli, sit-
ting in Jersey City, ruled last
week that the vote on the plan
was tainted by Cappiello, who
owns property within 200 feet of
the project, a potential conflict
of interest.

The city has three options for
dealing with the suit, according
to Law Director William
Graves.

““The City Council can vote on
it over again. We can take an
appeal. We can do both at the
same time,” Graves said
“Negotiating is also an option.”

In addition to the special
meeting Thursday night, Pas-
culli has called a meeting this
afternoon with Joseph Barry,
developer of the project; Ron
Hine, a leader of the neighbor-
hood group; officials of the city
Community Development Agen-
cy; and members of the city’s
Law Department.
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Ever since

became 3 star 1in “OUn The Wa
terfront which was largely
filmed in Hoboken, local
streets and by-ways have been

used as movie backdrops

In the past few years
Voices,” with Amy Irving, was
filmed in the city, as was “Tat

with Bruce Dern. An aban
doned two-story store on River

Loo

Street was used as Dern’s
strange tattoo parlor
LLast November, Steven

Spielberg and Irving, his wife,
were in town filming “Crossing
Delancey.” The crew even
stopped daily for lunch at First
Street’'s Secret Ingredient
shop, where Spielberg had
chicken every day and his wife
ate steamed vegetables

Other movies filmed in and
around Hoboken in the last
couple of years include por
tions of “Baby, It's You" and
“Lianna,” two popular films by
director John Sayles, who also
lives in Hoboken.

The Erie Lackawanna Ter-
minal has also been used as a
site several times.

oard will rush
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its revised budge

By Patricia Scotl

Hoboken'’s Board of Educa
tion will unveil its revised
school budget tomorrow night,
then hold an on-the-spot public
hearing on the spending plan
It then intends to adopt it

At vesterday's school board
session, the budget was tabled
and the trustees announced
their plans to adopt it tomor
row. a night before it is due.

The budget — which will be
cut down from $28 million to
about $23 million and is likely
to involve the closing of two
public grammar schools and
layoffs of dozens of teachers —
will be the main foeus of tomor-
row’s public hearing in board
offices at 1115 Clinton St.

But the school board must
have the 1988-89 budget adopt-
ed and submitted to Hudson
County Superintendent of
Schools Louis Acocella by 9
a.m. Friday, so input by resi-
dents who attend tomorrew

can't have
residents

hearing
significance,

night’'s
much
say.

“What's the point of coming
to protest this (budget) if at the
end of the meeting they know
they have to adopt it anywav?’
said one woman who attended
last night's school board ses
sion. “Why bother?”

Thus far, details of the re
worked budget have not been
established or even discussed
by the nine trustees, and the
hoard must now virtually put a
new budget together in the
next 48 hours.

“We realize we're dealing
with some very tough time con-
straints here,” said board Pres-
ident Richard England Jr. “But
we'll work on it the next two
days and have it ready to go
Friday morning.”

Board officials said they
are not legally bound to re-
introduce the budget as new

See ED BOARD — Page 6.

Ed board to rush revised budget

Continued from Page 1

and then proceed through the
usual channels of public hear-
ings and adoption over a peri-
od of time.

They are calling the budget
“revised” rather than new,
even though it involves cuts of
as much as $5 million.

“I think everyone knows
we're up against the wall with
this one,” said Trustee Perry
Belfiore.

Therefore, even though the
public won’t be able to see the
new budget figures until 8 p.m.
tomorrow, the plan's adoption
is all but definite.

The only feedback the pub-
lic will be able to offer will
come after the formal unveil-
ing of the revised plan and be-
fore its adoption. Last week's
hearings — at which more than

a dozen residents blasted vari-
ous aspects of the originally
proposed $28 million budget —
have also become moot.

The school board had
adopted a $28 million budget
for the 1988-89 year which
trustees had vigorously
defended.

~ But last weekend, a sur-
prising and hastily arranged
meeting was held by three City
Councilmen and a trio of
school board trustees, includ-
ing board President England.
At the private session, both
sides decided to slash the pro-
posed budget and reintroduce
the revised plan.

The budget was expected
to be available to the public at
last night's board meeting, but
all budget business was tabled.

About two dozen residents

conflict ices project

by a majority of the council’'s
members in violation of the
Open Public Meetings Act. The
council members were invited
by Barry on a boat excursion
during which the project was
discussed;

e Substantial amendments
to the plan were adopted at a
second reading of the ordi-
nance without public notice.

While the judge struck
down the ordinance based on
Capiello’s disqualifying posi-
tion, he did not address the
other allegations.

The future of the develop-
ment is still up in the air, city
officials said. “My next step is
to discuss this decision with
the mayor and city council and
law director,” said Assistant
City Attorney Fred Bado.

“There is a possibility that
we will appeal today's deci-
sion. If we don't, we have to
figure out what the steps would
cure the problems that
were pointed out and how to

e o

implement the redevelopment
plan.”

It was unclear yesterday
whether Judge Gallipoli's deci-
sion would affect the council's
designation of Barry as the
developer :

Bado noted that the set-
back could jeopardize a $3 mil-
hon Housing Development Ac-
tion Grant that would fund 115
units of low- and moderate-in-
come housing within the pro-
Ject. In order to receive that
grant, Bado said, construction
must begin by next September.

Hine said he is hoping a
settlement can be reached in
which the city scales down the
project. Should the exact same
ordinance be re-adopted by the
council — less Capiello's vote
— Hine said his group would be
back in court again

“The council totally ig-
nored what those of us in the
neighborhood had to say. We

hope this won't happen in the
future.” Hine said

who had attended to learn
about the budget expressed an-
ger and disappointment over
the tabling, including Tom
Schulze, who asked trustees for
an explanation of the bBudget
cuts.

England, after .consulting
with board attorney Robert
Murray, confirmed that the re-
vised budget is “in the works”
but would not discuss specifics
until Schools Superintendent
Walter Fine reviews the re-
duced spending plan and “fully
determines the impact the cuts
will have on our educational
system.”

The board voted to hold
two strategy sessions today and
tomorrow. Fine will meet with
Trustees Perry Belfiore and
James Farina and will review
the planned cuts. «
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By ALAN HUGHES
Staff Writer

~HOBOKEN—Young scientists”

matched skill, style and scientif-
ic know how recently during the
Hudson County Science Fair,
held at the Stevens Tech.

Competitors in the fair were
winners from school-wide com-
petitions held last month in local
schools.

Among the winners of the fair
is Jason Riccardi of West New
York, who earned a gold medal
in the sixth-grade category. Jas-
on Riccardi was determined to
win the gold in the county fair
when he won first place in the
School 1 there.

“I was kind of jittery,”’ the 12-
year-old said, “But I managed
to keep calm.”’ Riccardi said de-
spite his nervousness, he was
somewhat confident. Riccardi,
who “‘can’t wait to get into high
school,”” hopes to attend law
school.

Riccardi’s project, “The Hu-
man Brain,” consisted of a cla
model and diagrams of its dif-
ferent parts and functions. A
speech on the topic accompa-
nied the visual aids.

Other medal winners were:

Ninth Grade-Julie Lee of
Dickinson High School in Jersey
City, Rena Patel of Hoboken
High School and Alan Budhu of
Dickinson High School.

Eighth Grade-Quyen Dinh in
Jersey City and Jeannie Wong,
both of School 31AEP in Jersey
City and Javier Romero of
School 2 in West New York.

Seventh Grade-Cheryl Fric-
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chione and Muneez Adullah,
both of School 31AEP in Jersey
City.

Sixth Grade-Jason Von Heu-
men of Huber Street School in
Secaucus and Ivan Flores of
Webster School in Weehawken.

Fifth Grade-Monica Titera of
School 2 in West New York, Len-
ny Zanna of Claredon School in
Secaucus, Alex Wurst of Huber
School in Secaucus angl Jason
Wanko of Vroom Learning Cen-
ter in Bayonne. :

Chemistry-Cesar Lim and
Andy Kaufman, both of Aca-
demic High School in Jersey
City, and Keyur Patel of Hobo-
ken High School.

Computer Math-Virender
Dayal of Hoboken High School,
Sujoy Paul of Academic High
School and Marlon Sarmiento of
Dickinson High School.

Engineering-Igor Gonta of Ac-
ademic High School, Andres
Torres of Hoboken High School
and Mayank Shah of Emerson
High School.

Environmental Sciences-
Kevin Mistry of Academic High
School, Hammad Choudhry of
Dickinson High School and Ran-
dy Fisher of North Bergen High
School.

Medicine-Health -William
Schwing and Mamta Shah, both
of North Bergen High School
and Sara Dayal of Hoboken
High School.

Physics-Kavita Mistry of
Dickinson High School, Alejan-
dro Guerrero of Memorial High
School and Shister Shah of
North Bergen High School.

BCapp:J,e,llq
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A judge yesterday struck
down a Hoboken ordinance
designating an Observer High-
way redevelopment area be-
cause Councilman Steve Cap-
piello was in conflict of
interest when voting on the
legislation.

Cappiello owned property
within 200 feet of the redevel-
opment area, sufficient
grounds to invalidate the ordi-
nanice, Superior Court Judge
Maurice Gallipoli ruled.

The ordinance rezoned

conflict ices project

portions of a three-block area
between Bloomfield Street and
Willow Avenue along Observer
Highway to allow for the con-
struction of a 17-story complex
that will contain a mixture of
luxury and affordable units.
The ruling could threaten
the future of Hoboken develop-
er Joseph Barry's $60 million
“Observer Park™ development.
Barry was one of two develop-

ers who responded to a request

for proposals for the redevel-
opment area, and he was desig-
nated the developer last
month. The other developer

was Frank “Pupie” Raia, now a
councilman at large replacing
Mayor Pat Pasculli.

Downtown Residents for
Sane Development, a group of
Hoboken taxpayers, are chal-
lenging the project in court
They claim the development
does not fit the character of the
surrounding neighborhood.

City officials contend the
size of the project is necessary
to encourage the development
of affordable units.

The downtown group, led

See CAPPIELLO — Page 8.
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To a lilting Celtic melody played by Pipe Major Brendan

Glennon, Joan Wall, her son-in-law Kevin Guerin and davgh-

ter Nancy Guerin, right, prepare to raise the Irish tricolor

above Hoboken City Hall for the 32nd consecutive year, the

number of years corresponding to the number of counties in
Eire were Ireland united.

Drinking water
in most public

schools ’

-7 BvEFY

By Ronald Leir

unsafe’

The drinking water in three of every five Jersey
City public schools has flunked state safety standards

for lead content.

But city water officials insisted there was no

reason to panic so long as per-
sons in the schools let the wa-
ter run for several minutes be-
fore drinking

By that point, they said, any
lead contaminants shou!d have
been flushed out of the inicr-
nal water system

Some two W(‘(‘ki\ ago, water
department employees took
one-liter samples from foun-
tains at all 48 school sites
around the city, plus the city
Board of Education headquar-
ters at West Side and Clare-
mont avenues.

The department plans to
take samples shortly from all
parochial grammar and high
schools in the city.

Tests on those samples —
the “first-draw” from the tap —
the equivalent of the first three
8-ounce glassfuls — were con-
ducted by the water depart-
ment and the results were re-
leased yesterday by Oleh (Al)
Dzydzora, the city's chief
chemist.

The highest lead reading —
217 parts per billion — was
taken at an eighth-floor refrig-
erated fountain at the Board of
Education facility, just outside
the office of Schools Supt.
Franklin Williams.

As of now, 50 parts per bil-
lion of lead in a given water
sample is deemed acceptable
by the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection.

The lowest reading — 9
parts per billion — was taken
from School 3's Annex No. 3.

Other places where high
readings were found include:
School 29, 177 parts per billion;
Academic High School, 163 ppb
from an administrative office;
School 22, 151 ppb; School 39
Annex, 142 ppb; School 17, 144
ppb: and School 5, 126 ppb.

Dzydzora said the high
readings reflect lead in water
that has been standing for sev-
en hours

“This problem can be cor-
rected by custodians letting the
water run first thing in the
morning until it gets cold,
which could take anywhere
from two to five minutes.” he
said

After the flushing, the
readings should drop “astro-
nomically,” said Dzydzora.

If, as expected, the state
tightens its safety standards for
lead to tolerate only up to 20
parts per billion, which could
happen by December, only one
Jersey (-Il} school site f\"’

Lead levels “

at a glance
School Site  Lead (pph)

BEo’Ed ........... 217
4 Lo R 177
Acadewic(admin.) 163
BB s i 151
T O e }g
No. 39Annex ....... 1
N . 126
Lincoln HS ......... 118
Ferris M8 . o000 oue 99
No. 3T 08008ty ol
No .. .. b bk -
e R i 4 S5l
No.A).v...... . e 81
L R NN o -
Dickinson gym . ...... 78
No. 34Annex ........ 77

TR R .69
Snyder HS Annex....68

Academic HS ..... ... 67
Regional Day —
No B.........i» I
No. 16, 3A#1 ........65
NO 3.1 i sy
Mo.BL....... TPl 59
e ORI e .58
ND- ..o o 57
No. 21 BA.......5 .. 52
O ¢ SRR R R 51
No B3 ...........¢ 48
No. 9. 3. 38 .....08.. 45
Dickinson HS .. ... .. .41
N B.. ... an 35
Snyder HS .......... 34
No. 28A ..........5 %
No. 168A,42......,... 30
No. 30, 34, 3A#2 .29
No. 39 .. .. 26
No #).........i00
DO DAY . ... it 9

nex No. 3 at School 3 — would
pass.

Ultimately, Jersey City
hopes to insure compliance
with DEP standards by treating
its water supply with a high
gquality lime which helps form
a layer of calcium on the water
pipes to prevent lead corro-
sion, Dzydzora said.

A lime treatment facility
now under construction at the
city reservoir in Morris County
at a cost of about $656,000
should be on line by June or
July, he said.

Beyond that, Dzydzora said
the city hopes to replace its
outdoor storage reserveoir in
the Heights with an under-
ground 500-gallon-capacity.
storage tank by the end of 1989.
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What galls me the most about carried the burden these past few
sears. as the experts claim. No one
heard them complaining at City
Council or school board meelings
Well. now they are the inheritors
of Hoboken and instead of coming to
this side of the river for a place to
sleep, they had better get involved In
local government or they'll be the
ones screaming the next time the
city finally gets around to revaluat-
ing. But, then again, | hear that some
are already fleeing — because of the
poor school system and a lack of
municipal services. — Ronnie M.,

Hoboken's revaluation

Baloney.

First, this whole process is a
little hard to swallow when we have
most expensive
school system in the state and quite
- unless it 1s

to live with the

possibly the worst
compared with Jersey City

Second, municipal services are
a joke but long-time residents who

JCI~

is that the
chaos it has produced does not pro-
vide any additional revenues. Also
these so-called experts say that ev
eryone will pay their fair share and
that it will balance out in the end

Leaving Hoboken

are more concerned about livingin a

“home” rather than an investment
will supposedly be paying their
“fair” share with rev aluation. Yeah,
right. When did city residents ever
get their fair share of services Se-
nior citizens and longtime residents
will suffer from this and they will be
the ones who will be forced to flee

the city.

Perhaps, it is our fault for being
so trusting of public officials on
election day and not realizing that
all those wonderful projects being
approved by city agencies, whose
members were appointees of those
public officials, would someday hurt

the true Hobokenite.

Sure, the recent condo owners
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Vezzelti’s assistant’
was behind policie

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer J

HOBOKEN—Laurie Fabiang
top aide to the late Mayor Tha
mas F.,Vezzetti, resigned yes
terday, effective April 27.

Fabiano, -l
chief archi- §
tect of many
of Vezzetti's
major policy
initiatives,
said she will
compile a de-
tailed list of
major city
projects and
the status of FABINO
each, to be used by Vezzetti'§
successor, Mayor Patrick Pa
culli. :

succeeded by Pas

mer City Council president whe
was named mayor by the cou
cil two weeks ago. He will serv
until a special election in Ng
vember. :

Fabiano's resignation is the§
fourth official departure of city

officials hired by Vezzetti. La

Director William, Graves ande
Finance Direct Catherine®
Rush resigned las week aftes
being asked to by asculli. Th

Community Develogment Agen{
ey director, Micha | Colemangt
refused to resign andwas fired. -4

On Pasculli's retommendas
tion, the Council named replaced
ments for the three directorsa
Pasculli has announced no plans}
to replace Fabiano. p

Pasculli, who ran on Vezzet%
ti's ticket in 1985, split with hing
several months later, reportediys
because of Fabiano's role. -

Pasculli charged that Fahiana
had taken too big of a role in sets
ting administration policy. Vez-
zetti supporters, however,
called Pasculli’s move a calcu-
lated political ploy designed to
curry favor with opponents of
the reformist mayor.

Yesterday, Fabiano would not
speculate on whether Pasculli
would continue work on key Vez-
zetti policy initiatives. -

us have stake in this

However, various city

Changes are tum

Continued from Page 1
inated one of his strongest ri-
vals in a possible bid for re-
election. But Cappiello picked
up some new enemies. After
Raia was named, housing in-
spector Jude Fitagibbons,
brother of Maurice Fitzgib-
bons, bellowed and cursed at
Cappiello across the packed
chambers before stalking out.
Patrick Pasculli, appointed
temporary mayor last Wednes-
day to replace the late Thomas
F. Vezzetti, was re-appointed
by his fellow councilmembers
in a new vote last night. The
second vote was called after
‘ local attorney Ira Karasick
brought a suit against the city.
| He claimed, with the support of
the state public advocate, that
the first vote had been improp-
er because of discussions and
votes behind closed doors that
preceded it, in violation of the
Open Public Meetings Act, or
Sunshine Law.
i Karasick said he would
| drop the suit last night, and
ih(.)ped the mayor and council
|did not see the events of the
last week as political obstruc-
tion on his part, but would rec-
ognize that “the Sunshine Law
is a keystone to democracy.”
Prior to Pasculli's re-ap-
pointment, Robert Ranieri was

$5M IN HOBOKEN

Budget
cut is
mulled

Council, trustees
gﬁr_e%g%auvgl gt

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—In a move that
may stave off a stunning tax in-
crease, officials have reached a
tentative, closed-door agree-
ment to cut as much as $5 mil-
lion from the Board of Educa-
tion’s $28.4 million budget
request, sources said yesterday.

In a meeting Sunday night,
representatives of the school
board and the City Council
agreed in principle to make
such cuts, which must still be
approved by the entire board to
be implemented.

At a closed meeting last night,
the board directed Schools Su-
perintendent Walter J. Fine to
analyze the impact of a range of
cuts on the board’s programs.

The board is set to discuss its
budget at 5:30 p.m. today in a
meeting in its Clinton Street of-
fices. Board members said last
night they did not know whether
the agreement to cut — first
reached among three board
members and three council
members — would be approved.

The board has until Thursday
to change its 1988-89 budget re-
quest before it is printed on bal-
lots for the April 5 election. As
originally  announced last
month, the request would re-
quire taxpayers 10 hand over
$5.7 million more than they did
last year, sharply driving up the
tax rate, already the focus of in-
tense fire because of a dramatic
revaluation announced last
month.

The combination of the tax-in-

Please see TAXES Page 21

Reval no excuse

It is good to see an outpouring of
comments on the reevaluation ques-
tion. Owners and tenants alike, all of

In theory, when the evaluation
goes up, the tax rate comes down
This should achieve a balance in the
bottom line, the tax dollar paid

are already quoting a tax rate which
will raise taxes fantastically

I'm afraid that our “representa-
tives” are looking at all this as some
sort of windfall, something like

PAYER WITH A
Jersey City

Let’s be

Drayton

When you read a story about Mr.
Drayton why are the adjectives pre-
ceding his name always in the nega-
tive form? 1 have never seen this in
any article written about anyone
else. not even hardened criminals or

convicted felons.

“manna from heaven.”
Reevaluation is not a reason for
radically increasing taxes. — TAX-

During the past few months we
have read stories that smack of a
campaign to try 10 discredit and em-
barrass the president of the Hobo-
ken Branch of the NAACP, Eugene

LONG MEMORY,

{oboken reval seen a ‘ioke’

/ ) [29, /ﬂ/(‘,/ parC /7 -

because of his potential power as
the black leader in the community.

The First Amendment to the
Constitution is a powerful right

That right enables us 10 have free-
dom of speech, but I'm sure that our

fair

founding fathers did not mean for it
to be used as a weapon 1o discredit
or embarrass someone. Do not let

your reporters be controlled by

anyone!

Board,
NAACP.

Why do we, the public, never

read about how

spokesmen

Drayton was able
I feel that this

clected council president. Ran-
ieri was the deciding vote in
Pasculli's election last week.
and some observers said if he
had not been named council
president tomight, he would
have changed his vote.

The council chambers and
the hallway outside we

packed tight with local res &

dents for the megting. Police
were stationed- in the aisles.
and a fire truck waited out
front because of the overflow
crowd in the room. Most had
come not to see appointments,
but to vent their fears and an-
ger about the recently complet-
ed property revaluation.
Clutching their notices, speak-
er after speaker spoke in disbe-
lief about the newly assessed
values of their properties, and
blasted the school board and
mayor and council for bloated
budgets.

“No one in their right mind
would pay a nickel for my
house,” said Mary O'Boyle, who
lives in a small, run-down
home on Seventh Street. “They
tell me it's worth $202,000.”
O'Boyle said she and her hus-
band had lived in Hoboken
their entire lives, that he had
had a stroke, and that if she
were forced to pay an antici-
pated $5000 tax increase, they
would have to live on $83 a
week for all medical, food,
heating and other expenses.

“You people think I'm liv-
ing in a mansion, with several
acres of land,” said Mary Ga-
spar, who has organized a citi-
zens’ group to protest the state-
mandated revaluation.

Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte addressed most of the
criticisms, tried to explain the
mathematics of the revalua-
tion, and said again and again
that “everyone must do their

LAND SALE PROFIT

Judge: D’

Mr. Drayton, on

Christmas Day, clothed approxi-
mately 40 homeless people, fed them
and had them bathe at a local hospi-
tal with haircuts and all?

Why do we, the public, never
read about the homeless that Mr.

to find a job?
is a conspiracy by

certain individuals to discredit him

ultuous

fair share.” He was booed and
heckled by the crowd, and also
rebutted quietly.

“Mr. Monte, you say |
should do my fair share,” said
one woman. “I sent five kids to
school and raised them by my-
self on $21,000 a year. I don’t
even have a kitchen, I1don’t live
in luxury, believe me. 1 think
I've done my fair share.

Residents also warned city
officials that they were fed up
with budget increases.
“There's no free ride any-
more.” said one man. “It's go-
ing to be just like private indus-
try. If you can't do the job, then
good-bye.”

The Board of Education es-
pecially came under fire. Its
budget, which local taxpayers
paid more than $9 million for
last year, was the largest piece
of the total city budget, and
after voters had turned down
their proposed expenditures,
the board went ahead and
spent $1.3 million more than
had been accepted.

The council voted to order
the company which did the re-
valuation, Real Property Ap-
praisals, to re-examine some of
the property assessments. No
one from the comapny attend-
ed the meeting. Monte, howev-
er, will be responsbile in the
end for determining who would
qualify for a reduction.

At the end of the meeting,
Pasculli succeeded innaming a
new law director and a new
finance director as of April 1,
and announced that their pre-
decessors would be paid to stay
on for another six week transi-
tion period. Certifed Public Ac-
countant Joseph Lisa will re-
place Catherine Rush as the
new finance director, and at-
torney Eugene O'Connell will
be the new law director, re-
placing William Graves.

Amelio

obstry{ctecf probe

2 ~-/7=
By JEFFREY HOFF
Staff Writer

Salvatore D’Amelio Jr., the
former Hoboken law director,
“ijs obstructing and delaying”
court-apdered efforts to deter-
mine how much he improperly
profited from a land sale, the
Hudson County’s top judge said
yesterday.

D’Amelio now must accept
the direction of an unnamed
“prominent Hudson County
attorney” who the judge is to ap-
point to oversee the “discovery”
process in which the city will
seek to determine how much
D'Amelio profited from the
deal.

In December, Assignment
Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys
of Superior Court in Jersey City
ruled that D'Amelio “violated
his ethical duty and ... profited”’
from the sale of a vacant lot at
201-203 Bloomfield St. D’Amelio
must pay the city his share of
the $100,000 profit, Humphreys
said.

The conflict of interest was
raised by the sale because
D’Amelio was city law director
at the time of the transaction.
Two other city employees and
the girlfriend of Construction
Code Official Alfred Arezzo
were the other partners in the
deal. The 1986 sale “‘raises very
serious questions of potential

criminal conflict on the part of
city officials,” Humphreys said
yesterday.

Yesterday’s  ruling
spurred by a complaint filed by
current Law Director William
Graves, who charged D’Amelio
was obstructing the city’s abili-
ty to learn how much D’Amelio
profited. Graves argued that af-
ter a number of failed attempts
to interview him since January,
D’Amelio ‘‘came in and gave
answers as unspecific as he
could make them.”

Arezzo's girlfriend, Mary Cip-
riani, also is expected to be
asked to testify in the discovery
process.

Humphreys also temporarily
prohibited D'Amelio’s attorney,
William Shulman of Edgewater,
from releasing statements dur-
ing the discovery process given
by the late Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti and mayoral aide Lau-
rie Fabiano. The judge said that
at a future undetermined date
he will give a final judgment on
a request by Graves that the
statements by sealed.

After the trial, Graves said
“their method of defeuding the
case has been to throw mud and
attempt to trash anybody that is
attempt to act repsonsibly.”

Graves replaced D’Amelio as
law director after he was fired
by Vezzetti in October 1986.

was

As editor, the undersigned is
asking you to be fair in your stories,
to presenta
to stop this negative print campaign
against Eugene Drayton. — ANTHO-
NY FALCO, member,
Hoboken

11 sides of the stories and

Executive
Branch of the

Observer proj

have said the 17-story height of
the building is necessary be-
cause the more expensive mar-
ket-rate units atop the towers
will “cross-subsidize” the 115
affordably priced ~units. The

Continued from Page 1

ingness 10 compmm'ue." Barry
could not be reached for
comment. -

“We think they can elimi-
nate the towers and still have a
project with a sufficient num-
ber of units to be profitable.”
Hine said. .

“It can very easily be
scaled down in a way that
would be fine for us. There'’s
not a huge chasm here.

“The towers essentially al-
low the developer to sell views
(of New York). That's design¢d
for the developer, not the city
orthe neighborhood, and that'’s
very bad urban design.”

City development officials

By Janet Wilson

In a tumultuous four-hour
City Council meeting last night,
a new mayor, city council presi-
dent, councilman-at-large, law
director and finance director
were all named, and hundreds
of outraged oldtime Hoboken
residents told them they better
lower taxes fast, or their ap-
pointments wouldn't last long.

The biggest surprise of the
evening was Frank “Pupie”
Raia's selection to fill out Pat-
rick Pasculli’s term as council-
man-at-large. Raia, 33,
snatched the seat from the ex-
pected favorite, Maurice Fitz-
gibbons, with the help of
shrewd maneuvering by Helen
Cunning, his staunchest ally on
the council, and an unlikely
coalition of votes from Council-
members Steve Cappiello, Rob-
ert Ranieri, Thomas Newman,
and Joe DellaFave.

“1 feel great, absolutely
great, but I know I got a tough
task ahead of me,” said Raia,
developer of the Citadel condo-
minium project on Seventh

million federal Housing Devel-

subsidize the affordable units.

Pasculli said the grant
could be jeopardized if Hine
mounts another court chal-
lenge, since it is contingent on
the developer’s breaking
ground by September. The city
is also counting on the $4.7 m'|l-
lion from the sale of the city
lots to help offset the steep tax
hike expected this year as a

Street, and an unsuccessful
candidate against Cappiello in
the Third Ward last spring.

1 voted for him becuase I
think he has the kind of exper-

Observer project
returns to council

By Jim DeRegatis

The Hoboken City Coune
will hold a special lm-elnn(ni;
Thursday to re-ratify the Ob-
server Highway redevelop-
ment plan.

~ Superior Court Judge Mau-
rice Gallipoli mvalidfte:daun
ordinance Friday that desig-
nated an Observer Highway re-
development area on city-
owned lots between Bloom-
field Street and Willow
Avenue.

In a ruling on a suit brought
by a group of downtown resi-
dents, Gallipoli said the ordi-
nance was not valid because
Councilman Steve Cappiello
had a conflict of interest. Cap-
piello voted on the ordinance
even though he owns a parking
lot within 200 feet of the rede-
velopment area.

The ordinance paved the
way for a 17-story mixed afford-
able- and luxury-housing com-
plex planned by Hoboken de-
veloper Joseph Barry and
Hartz Mountain Industries. But
Gallipoli's ruling cast doubts
on the development'’s future.

'The group of downtown
residents contends the pro-
ject’s height and density are
not cqnsistent with the sur-
rounding neighborhood. Ron-
ald Hine, spokesman for the
group, said the residents will
be back in court if the city does

also received a .7

Action Grant to help

3-/7-%

Januhdnomminl'mhmlimﬂobokm
bible and his wife, Dolores, and daughter,

tise in development we need,”
said Cappiello. “And he comes
from the neighborhood.”
Although he is from Cap-
piello’'s home turf, if Raia runs

result of the property revalua-
tion, he said.

Many of the residents fight-
ing the Observer Highway pro-
ject were part of another group
that successfully overturned
variances granted to the devel-
opers of the 16-story Presiden-
tial Towers condominium near
Newark and Adams streets.
The group claimed that project
was also out of character with
the surrounding neighborhood. ly

The charge of conflict of
interest by Cappiello repre-
sented only one of eight counts
in the group’s lawsuit. Gallipoli
ruled only on that count, leav-
ing the door open for the resi-
dents to return to court on the

not agree o scale down the
project.

The council is expected to
discuss scaling down the pro-
ject during a Thursday's 7 p.m
meeting

Cappiello and newly ap-
pointed Councilman Frank
“Pupie” Raia are expected to
abstain. Raia was the only de-
veloper besides Barry lo re-
spond to the city’s request for
proposals on . Observer
Highway.

The council designated
Barry the developer last
month. Raia was appointed by
the council last week to fill the
vacancy created when Patrick
Pasculli was named to replace
the late Mayor Thomas Vez-
zetti.

Hine and members of the
downtown group are scheduled
to meet with Pasculli, Barry
and city development officials
today in an attempt to reach a
compromise and avoid a court
battle.

Pasculli said he arranged
the meeting with the group “to
discuss and, if possible, ad-
dress their concerns. I hope
that reasonable heads prevail
so that we can put this project
back on line.”

Hine said he met with Bar-
ry last week, and that the devel-
oper “expressed a strong will-

See OBSERVER — Page 8.

ect before council again

other complaints. The lawsuit
also charged that the develop-

ment plan:
els
capricious;

value;

which is outdated;
e Was change

public notice;
e And was cO

arbitrary

e Set the sale price of the
city-owned lots below market

e Was unreasonably based
on a 1972 blight designation

d substantial-
between the first and second
readings without adequate

nsidered by
seven of the council
during a boat ride
Barry in violation of the
Open Public Meetings Act.

es are fum [tuous In Hoboken
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School board to weigh

$5

8 &g millio

By CHRISTOPHER AVE

Staff Writer

“When we perform the surgery, we have to let
' Trustee Perry Belfiore said.

~HOBOKEN—The Board of Education plans to
! meet tomorrow night to decide whether to cut its
proposed $28.4 million budget for the 1988-89 aca-

demic year.

The board — under intense fire for a $5.6 mil-
lion tax increase that the budget request would
demand — had originally agreed to discuss the
pudget last night. But after closed-door meetings
Sunday and Monday, the board directed Schools
Superintendent Waiter J. Fine to analyze the im-
pact on the district of budget cuts of up to $5 mil-
lion. Fine said his report will be ready late today

or tomorrow.

In a related development, the board sent a
memo to principals of the city’s eight schools
announcing that some teachers’ positions ma§
be eliminated as a result of such cuts. One teach-
er, who did not want to be identified, said “‘every
school teacher in the system”™ would attend to-
morrow’s meeting to defend their jobs.

On Monday, some board members expressed
the desire to cut $5 million, agreeing with the
City Council ma jority that the Cut was necessary
to avoid a drastic tax increase. But yesterday
some board members backed away from that

figure.

ceptable.

ballots.

increased. The

the patient live,’
Fine said he opposed a cut “anywhere near”
the $5 million mark.
«“Jt's holding the children hostage. It’s entirely
too much,” Fine said. He declined to say how |
much of a cut in the request he would find ac-

The current budget proposal would sharply in-
crease taxes and, in light of a recent property re-
valuation, thye appropriation faces almost
certain defeat if placed on the April § school bal-
Jot as is. The board has until Friday to submit its
budget proposal to the Hudson County Board of
Elections, which will print the question on the

Although district enrollments have decreased
steadily during the past five years, budgets have

than $7,000 if the current proposal is passed.
Moreover, even if $5 million were cut, local
taxes would still rise by about $600,000 bécause
of a decrease in state and federal aid from last
year. The current tax rate is $210 per $1.000 of
assessed valuatiog. I ,
If the budget is defeated, negotiations
trustees and council members may de?::';iﬁg
the board’s final spending plan,

n budget cut

cost-per-pupil would be more

mayor as Pasculli’s mother,
Alyssa, 2, look on.

successfully for councilman-at-
large for a full term, it will also
mean Cappiello cordially elim-

See CHANGES — Page 6.
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crease threat nd the res alua

h

orn strong pubil

nas created
pressure to cut budgets and ies
son the impact of the revaiua
tion. As a result

'

volers would
almos assuredly defeat the
budget if it is offered n its pre
sent form
However
35 million cut by [.h‘.lf sda\y
the Apru
yallot a $23.4 million budget re
quest that increases the local
tax burden by less than §1 mi
lion over last year's level
Trustee Joseph Rafter said af
ter last night's board meeting
that Fine would examine the ef
fect of cuts of between $1 million
and $4 million. The board is as

suming that at least one school

if the board makes

will be closed, bringing an addi
tional $1 million budget cut

“I think everybody is saying

this is something we have to
do,” Trustee Perry Belfiore
said, adding that Fine has been
directed to perform a “job
audit” to discover which board
jobs are “‘nonessential.”

Belfiore and other officials
said a $ million budget cut
would mean one or two of the
city’s seven elementary schools
would be closed, and that as
many as 60 board positions
would have to be eliminated.
Cuts of less than $5 million will
also be considered, sources
said.

Key to the acceptance of sub-
stantial cuts is the vote of Trust-
ee James Farina, a stalewart of
the board majority who also
heads a powerful political club
here. Farina, who also is city
clerk, said he was hesitant of ap-
proving such a cut until Fine
had a chance to evaluate its ef-
fects on the system.

“It’s easy to say, ‘Okay, we're
going to cut five, six million,””’
Farina said. *‘But what is it go-
ing to entail?”’

Farina may also stand to lose
political support if he supports
the cut. Many appointees to
board positions in recent years
have been allies of the Young
Democrats, Farina's political
club.

Farina yesterday downplayed
such possible effects, saying he
would make his decision on the
basis of ‘‘the needs of the chil-
dren.”

Trustee Joseph Rafter, one of
the three board members at
Sunday’s meeting and a con-
stant critic of the board’s bud-
get, also said he favors the
move. Rafter and other mem-
bers of the city’s reform move-
ment have long called for tight-
er spending practices, accusing
the board’s majority of patron-
age hiring.

The original budget request is
nearly $3 million more than the
budget defeated by voters in last
year's election. Since 1982, the
board’s budget has increased by
about 50 percent. Enrollment,
conversely, have declined
sharply over the same time
span, falling from 5,435 in 1982 to
about 4,000 today.

Fabiano resigns job in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1
zetti died. Fabiano expressed
relief tinged with sadness
about her impending depar
ture yesterday. Harassed and
criticized for her personal as
well as her professional life by
some political opponents of the
mayor, Fabiano reached a
point of severe disenchant-
ment with public service last
spring, and had begun to talk of
quitting

“I was here because of Tom
Vezzetti. 1 worked the hours I
did and endured the aggrava-
tion because of him,” she said

Fabiano sometimes
worked seven days a week and
up to 20 hours a day in her

1d-floer office directly
alongside the mayor’'s. She took
Vezzetti's rhetoric and crafled
major policy and personne!
changes, including waterfront
guidelines limiting develop
ment, and a detailed City Hall
reorganization plan

Secor

Fabiano first met Vezzetti
on a crosstown bus. He was
banging out notes on a rickety
typewriter while entertaining
the whole bus. She worked in
his 1985 runoff campaign
against incumbent Steve Cap
piello writing radio ads and
designing literature

“Is he crazy? Of course he

is. You have to be erazy to run

1985, she often put in

carrying out — and sometimes crafti
Mhu'ﬁ%plomh”-l

doys and seven-day weeks
— the late Mayor
oboken. .

Fabiano resigns

T

3-23-

iob in Hoboken

By Janet Wilson )

Laurie Fabiano, the late
Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti's
closest aide, resigned
yesterday.

It was exactly what she had
wanted to do for the last year.

Fabiano, 30, a former
sculptor and marketing consul-
tant, said she hopes to produce
a commercial film about a se-
curity guard who becomes may-
or of his New Jersey hometown.

Meanwhile, Michael Cole-
man, who headed the Commu-
nity Development Agency un-
der Vezzetti, will fight his
firing by Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli. A hearing will be held
March 30 to review his dismiss-
al, and Coleman will ask the
City Council to overturn Pas-
culli’s decision.

If Coleman can garner a
six-vote majority on the nine-
member council, he could keep
his job through May 1989, when
Vezzetti's term would have ex-
pired; Vezzetti died March 2 of
a heart attack. '

Fabiano, who was deeply
shaken by the mayor’s death,
returned to City Hall for the
first time in nearly two weeks
yesterday. She had a brief pri-
vate talk with Pasculli which
both described as “cordial.”

Although she said she
wanted to resign as of April 4,
Pasculli said he invited her to
stay on as part of a transition
team through April 27, and she
will. Fabiano will prepare a
status report on projects and
programs under way when Vez-

See FABIANO — Page 6.
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for mayor in a corrupt town,”
read one piece.

After Vezzetti's stunning
upset victory in 1985, Fabiano
quickly became an integral
part in organizing his takeover
of City Hall

Nevertheless, the City
Council blocked her appoint-
ment as an executive assistant
that year, and she was paid a
secretary’s wages, starting at
$22 000

Fabiano took a pay cut of
nearly 50 percent from her job
as marketing executive to work
for the city. She attributed the
council’s reluctance to raise
her salary to chauvinism and a
fear of outsiders by traditional
Hoboken politicians.

“] committed two cardinal
sins.” she said. “Number one, |
was a woman inside the may-
or’s office, and pumber two, |
was not born and raised in this
town.”

Although Fabiano's grand-
parents were from Hoboken,
she was raised in Cedar Grove.
She moved to Hoboken as a
struggling artist and founded
the Hoboken Cultural Council
in 1982. To many of her oppo-
nents, however, she was still
the controversial outsider
usurping Vezzetti's power,
shunting him aside in his own
office.

In January, Vezzetti finally
succeeded in having her ap-
pointed a confidential aide,
and she was awarded a $17,000
pay increase, bringing her to
$41,000. Opponents again
railed against Fabiano, saying
she was performing work the
mayor should be doing. Vez-
zetti always dismissed those
charges, saying, “She’s the
Brains behind this operation.”

Over time, Fabiano
learned to respond with sharp
retorts as well. Particularly
frustrated by the fractious
council when they would not
OK an agreement with the Port
Authority last summer, she dis-
missed them as “nine
monkeys.”

When the council thwarted
administration attempts to
have a legal contract for sew-
age litigation renewed in Feb-
ruary, Fabiano accused them
of being like “a doctor who
brings a pregnant woman to
labor, then walks out the door.”

Helping some
retain houses

" Amid the pain that revaluation of
properties is causing in Jersey City
and Hoboken, the plight of some of
the older residents who are living
on limited incomes is especially
severe.

While some of their friends sold
their homes at bigger or smaller
profits during the past several
years, these residents kept the
homes in the cities where they had
lived and worked for scores of years.

Now, they are faced with the
threat of losing these homes, be-
cause the soaring assessed values
will be pushing their annual tax
bills from the horrendous to the
absolutely impossible.

It's ironic that the inereased at-
tractiveness of their neighborhood
could be causing them financial
harm — and it's another sign of the
unfortunate, counter-productive na-
ture of New Jersey’s dependence on
the local property tax.

But they deserve, at the very
least, a chance to continue to live in
the homes they have built up for so
many years. Moving might prove es-
pecially traumatic, even if they
could be assured of finding a suit
able new place to live.

That’s why a proposal that Sen.
Thomas Cowan of Jersey City is
backing deserves support.

It would provide aid from the
state to pay to the city some of the
tax revenue older or handicapped
homeowners of relatively low in-
come ordinarily would have to pay.
The state could then recover the
money upon the resident’s death.

That is certainly no panacea for
the revaluation controversy.

It doesn’t address mistakes in
establishing of new values for spe-
cific properties.

It doesn’t help the cities find
ways to cut expenses.

But it shouldn’t do much long-
term harm to the state’s finances,
and it holds out the prospect of
limiting the stress and strain on
some older men and women who
don’t deserve the trouble revalua-
tion causes for them. v

Hudson’s delegation to Trenton
should push hard for legislative ap-
proval for the assistance.

Hoboken project passés’a hurdle

HOBOKEN —The City Council last 1
age to the controversial 450-unit Observer Highway a
Ing project and voted again 10 appri

But the real test for the project is expected
when residents oppeseéd to the plan
veloper Joseph Barry to work out
three sides can live with

The project jeopardized last
of Hudson County Superior Court i
dinance approving the lopment plan wa
Councilman Steve Cappiello, who voted for the pr
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Appraiser tells
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how revaluation
9.J

was accomplished

By Jim DeReogatis

The recent property reval-
uations in Jersey City and Ho-
boken have many residents
wondering how the cities’ as-
sessor determined that the
homes they bought for $15,000
are now worth $300,000.

Real Property Appraisers,
a nationwide firm based in
Dayton, conducted both the
Jersey City and Hoboken reval-
uations. Neither city has been
revalued since 1970, and many
properties were on the tax rolls
at a fraction of their worth.

Property values have risen
dramatically in both cities over
the last 18 years as a result of
the “Gold Coast” real estate
boom. The revaluation brings
homes and businesses up to
their current market worth,
and although the tax rates will
decrease, many residents can
expect large tax increases.

Joseph Pizzoli, project
manager for Real Property,
said Jersey City and Hoboken
are unusual cases. Most of the
cities the company has reval-
ued in New Jersey increased in
value four times, while proper-
ty values rose six times in Jer-
sey City and 15 times in
Hoboken.

Pizzoli has been in the as-
sessment business since 1968
and has revalued cities and
counties in states across the
country.

In New Jersey, Real Prop-
erty has revalued, among oth-

- L

ers, Toms River, Lakehurst,
Beachwood and Bound Brook.
Tax assessors in Lakehurst and
Beachwood both expressed sat-
isfaction with the firm's work.

“Some people believe that
we just pull these numbers out
of the air,” Pizzoli said. “But we
are making objective apprais-
als based on a number of
factors.”

One factor is the count{‘s
record of recent sales of build-
ings, Pizzoli said. Real Proper-
ty's first step in revaluing both
Jersey City and Hoboken was to
plot recent sales on maps of all
property in the city, which gave
the firm an idea of what homes
and businesses are worth on
the market.

Both cities were divided
into a number of “neighbor-
hoods” based on the average
selling price of buildings in an
area. Property in Downtown
Jersey City has been selling for
much more than property near
the Bayonne border. Property
near Washington Street in Ho-
boken has sold for considera-
bly more than property near
the Palisades.

As Real Property’s apprais-
ers set new values for property,
they checked the numbers
against the actual selling price
of similar buildings in the sur-
rounding neighborhood, Piz-
zoli said. The method helps as-
sure that buildings are 8eing
revalued at close to 100 percent

See APPRAISER — Page 9.

By Patricia Scott

In a private meeting both
side_s called the first of its kind
in city history, representatives
of the Hoboken Board of Edu-
cation and of the City Council
late Sunday night proposed
major slashes in the school
budget.

~ When the lengthy discus-
sion of the proposed $28 mil-
lion budget ended, a decision
was made to reduce spending
by as much as $5 million, ac-
cording to several of the
participants.

'!'he proposed cuts will be
possuble. sources said, by clos-
ing two “underutilized” publie
schpols — the Rue School at
Third and Garden streets and
the Joseph Brandt School at
Ninth and Garden streets. A
significant number of faculty
would be laid off, perhaps
equal to the number of teach-
ers at both sites.

Continued from Page 1

City group is attempting to

r OPOSEC'- Appraiser tells how he revule

Board and Council

agree on

The unpublicized meeting,
held at 8 p.m. Sunday in City
Hall and chaired by Council-
man Steve Cappiello and at-
tended by Councilmen Dave
Roberts and Thomas Newman
and by school Trustees Perry
Belfiore, Joe Rafter and school
board President Richard En-
gland Jr.
~ Tonight's Board of Educa-
tion meeting at Wallace School
was supposed to be a brief ses-
sion in which the proposed $28
million budget was up for like-
ly adoption.

Instead, members of the
public who attend tonight’s
5:30 session will learn about
the greatly reduced spending

$5M slash proposed

Continued from Page 1

with layoffs,” Belfiore said.
“We can't put the cart before
the horse.”

Under the plan, thé 240 stu-
dents now attending Rue would
move over to nearby Demarest
School a block away

The 400 youngsters in
Brandt would be split up: half
would go to Demarest, where

there are currently 265 stu-
dents, and half would go to‘WaI-
lace School at 11th and Willow
streets, where there are now
560 students. !

“] think a discussion like
the one we jointly held Sunday
goes a long way toward bring-
ing a spirit of cooperation
along,” said Roberts.

“It’s the first time members

reduction

plan, according to school board
officials.

Belfiore, who has vocally
Supported the closing of at
least one city school for more
than a year, said the budget
cuts discussed at the private
session involve the closings of
gne or more schools and layoffs

of serious magnitude.”

“We aren't talking about
laying off 10 people or a dozen
people here,” he said. “We're
talking about building a lean,
mean teaching machine. We
hop% llerss is more.”

elfiore said all ci am-
mar schools will be stﬁiiggd to
see which are the most appro-
priate candidates for closing.

In ed béagfa({gbudgei

Mayor Patrick Pasculli yes-
terday requested that apprais-
er Bill Stack prepare a report
on which schools would be the
most practical to close.

But sources said all faculty
members and staffers at the
two schools most likely to be
phased out — the Rue and
Brandt facilities — could be
la;id off under the sweeping
plan.

The city has 380 certified
teacrierst.h Approximately 250
work in the seven public gram-
mar schools and l: the
school. Officials who attended
the meeting did not know yes-
terday whether it is possible to
lay off tenured teachers while
retaining untenured teachers
at otl‘ahe,er facilities.

“We aren’t looking at ]
those factors yet an':!gwe‘:zv:
no way of saying how many
teachers we'’re talking about

See $5M SLASH — Page §.

in ed board budget

of the council and school board
worked together for a solution
before the budget was adopted
by the board.”

Among other suggestions,
Belfiore supports the closing of
Rue and its rental or lease to
an outside agency such as the
Hudson County Vocational-
Technical School.

He estimates that more
than $500,000 could be saved
annuailly by renting out the
space to vocational classes
which could use shop equip-
ment at Rue that was pur-

chased three years ago but nev-
er used. :

Cappiello said a feasibility
study may reveal that the
Brandt School could be taken
over by the Parking Authority
and possibly razed for a park-
ing lot. “That’s just one sugges-
tion,” Cappiello said.

“I'm talking about it to Pat
Caulfield (Parking Authority
director) and it’s just one idea.
There’s g critical shortage of
parking in that area and that
would certainly help
residents.”

of their worth. A second tool
used by the-firm is field inspec-
tions. Ten local residents were
hired, trained and sent out to
examine Jersey City and Hobo-
ken door by door.

“There’s an old joke that
the three most important fac-
tors in valuing real estate are
location, location and loca-
tion,” Pizzoli said. Property in
historic neighborhoods close to
the PATH system were usually
valued highest.

In addition to location,
Real Property inspectors
looked at the size of the proper-
ty, construction materials, the
age of the building, its condi-
tion, the heating system, the
number of stories and the num-
ber of units.

If @ homeowner or tenant
was not home to let a field
inspector into a building on his
first visit, he returned later in
the day or the next day, Pizzoli
said. If he still could not get in,
he left a card for the homeown-
er to set an appointment.

When a field inspector
could not get into a building, he
filed an estimate of its worth
based on an exterior examina-
tion. Pizzoli said the number of
units in a building and many
other factors.can usually be
determined just by looking at
the building, counting door-
bells and mailboxes and com-
paring it to similar buildings in
the neighborhood.

If the firm never heard
from the homeowner to set up
an appointment, the estimate
was mailed to him to correct
anything that might have been
wrong, Pizzoli said.

Many Jersey City and Ho-
boken homeowners have com-
plained that they were never
visited by a Real Property field

inspector. A Downtown Jersey

block the city from accepting
the firm’s revaluation, claim-
ing that Real Property did not
do a fair and thorough job.

“There are going to be mis-
takes. We're only human,” Piz-
zoli said. The company is still
in the process of correcting its
figures, and the revaluations
will not be final until they are
presented to the city tax asses-
sors about a month from now.

Real Property has been
meeting with Jersey City and
Hoboken homeowners who be-
lieve their assessments are un-
fair. Pizzoli said many resi-
dents come to the meetings and
complain that a similar house
next door was valued less.

But instead of adjusting the
value of the complainant’s
home down, the appraisers of-
ten notice a mistake in the
neighbor’s appraisal and ad-
just the value of his home up.
Homeowners can expect notice
in the mail in the next few
weeks on whether their assess-
ments have changed as a result
of the meetings.

When the Hoboken revalu-
ation is presented to the asses-
sor, the city will also receive a
video with color images of ev-
ery property in Hoboken. The
film was made by Landisc, a
subsidiary of Real Property,
and is expected to be a valu-
able aide to the tax assessor as
well as the city's Police, Fire
and Planning departments.

Jersey City declined to pur-
chase the laser video because
of the additional cost, Pizzoli
said. \

Real Property was paid
$460,000 to revalue Hoboken's
1.4 square miles and $1.8 mil-
lion to revalue Jersey City,
which is about 13 times as
large.

The firm is responsible for

The owners of these stately brownstones in Downtown Jersey
City may face a quantum leap in property taxes.

defending its figures before the
County Board of Taxation for
the next two years, and Real
Property will continue to be a
presence in Hudson County.
The company bid on both

the Bayonne and Union City
revaluations, although the
work was awarded to other
companies. Bayonne and
Union City are at the initial
stages of their revaluations.




By Jim Kopchains

Candidates urge

Although the candiqq tes in
the Hoboken Board ol
tion election doni
many things, the)
night in urging the
newly-designed board

On Sunday night, me mbers
of the school board and the cit)
council reportedly ai
$5 million in cuts in the
million budget. Thess
would include closing two el
mentary schools and laying ¢ i1
“a significant number ol
teachers

The council and
board have called
meeting for 1 p.m. today at the
Board of Education offices 10
deseribe the cuts that will be
made

The eight candidates ap
pearing at a public debate last
night all agreed that the public
should vote against the budget
as it appears on the ballot
therefore putting it back to the
board and council again for re
evaluation

“There seems to be some
questionable decisions made
on where they are cutting. It is
not a good idea at all.” one
candidate, Gerard Costa, said.

Another candidate, Mary

agred
united 1|
defeat ol Lhe

budge!

reed on
$2Zb

cul

school

a Sped ,.,il

Gaspar, said, “How can you cut,

$5 million from a budget. They
cut it through people in layoffs
and by squashing 40 kids in a
single classroom.”

The debate, which was
sponsored by the Sixth Ward
Block Association, drew about
120 people and featured eight
of the 13 candidates seeking
election to the three spaces on
the board. The candidates
were incumbent Perry Belfiore
and challengers Neil Mosco,
Felix Rivera, Costa, Gaspar,
Joan D’Agostino, Margaretl
O'Brien, and Vivian Flora-
Distero.

Each of the candidates took
turns in criticizing the budget

Budget
Vo'tea%i‘§’

Board of Education member Perry Belfiore makes a s
debate. The other candidates from left are Neil Mosco,

and the work of the present and
past board members in admin-
istering the school district.

“It's no longer important
what went on in the past, Bel-
fiore said.

Besides the budget, the
candidates talked about how
the district had suffered be-
cause political and job consid-
erations ruled over day-to-day
operations.

budget

“The past boards who
placed jobs over that of chil-
dren was the moral equivalent
to genocide, the killing of an
entire generation’s spirit,” Cos-
ta said.

Rivera, who is running with
Costa and Flora-Distero,
blamed the political nature of
the board on “the old guard,”
which includes many of the city
officials who served under for-

>
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trong point during school board candidates
Jean D'Agostino,

and Margaret O'Brien.

mer Mayor Steve Cappiello,
and the “Young Democrats”,
another political club.

Mosco and O’'Brien said
they also wanted to see im-
provements quickly in the way
the school system operates.
Mosco, though, said, “It serves
no purpose to constantly de-
stroy and put down. It it better
to work on improving the sys-
tem.”

i
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MEETING TODAY

2 29-%5¢
By CHRISTOPHER AVE

| Staff Writer

|
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HOBOKEN—As the Board of
Education struggles to make
last-minute cuts in its $28.4 mil-
lion budget request, it faces a
fight against five years of steep
increases, according to the
board's figures

Board officials said they will
meet at 5:30 p.m. today in the
their offices, where they are ex-
pected lo declare a closed ses-
sion to discuss the budget and
open the session to the public
before voting on a revised ver-
sion. The board has until tomor-
row to send the budget fo

/' Hudson County officials for pre-

liminary approval.
The budget will go before vot-
ers April 5. In the wake of public

| outery against the first proposal

— which would have raised tax-
es $5.6 million — board mem-
bers and City Council members
agreed in principle to a $5 mil-
lion cut. However, board mem-

WILL
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Hoboken school board

set for vote on budget

/704 son’ Oisfefch

bers have backed off that agree
ment, and sources said vester
da:. that cuts of closer [(;.5'.! mil-
lion would be discussed tonight

If passed as introduced, the
$2£.4 million budget would de-
mand $17 million in taxes, up
from $11.4 million last year and
$4.8 million as recently as 1982.

Board administrators have
argued that reductions in state
and federal aid have been the
root cause of the sieep budg-
etary demands. The officials
point to a $3 million drop in such
aid over last year as a major
reason for the increase in the de-
mand for tax money

But according to an analysis
of the board's last seven budgets
performed by a private financial
consultant, the amount of state
and federal aid per child has ac-
tually risen since 1982 because of
a sharp decline in student en-
rollments.

In 1982, the district recorded a
student population of 5,766. The

took Sgardelis into his home in
1978 and helped Sgardelis con-
quer a long bout with alcohol-
ism.

Sgardelis expressed more con-
fusion than doubt over the will.

“I don’t know. It doesn’t seem
right. 1 was his first campaign
manager. | guess he found other
friends after he became
mayor,” Sgardelis said yester-
day.

“To my friend(s)” Cunning
and Fabiano, Vezzetti left
$17,500 each, according to the

L § will

Valente, also identified in the

§ will as a friend, will receive

Open meetings law
violated by board
By JEFFREY HOFF

Staff Writer

A Union City Board of Educa-
tion meeting Monday during
which the $37.8 million 1988-89
budget was adopted was held in
violation of the state Open Pub-
lic Meetings Law, a Hudson
County judge ruled yesterday.

Hours af-
ter the deci-
sion, the
board an-
nounced it
would hold a
special meet-
ing tomor-

| row night to

| take a new

vote on the

or Court Judge Steven

J. Schaeffer did not say specifi-

cally in his ruling that the bud-

get vote was invalid. Board

President Jose L. Fuentes said

immediately after the ruling is-

sued at 3:30 that he will move to

have the budget question placed

on the April 5 school election

ballot without calling another
board vote.

A school board secretary
called a reporter for The Hud-
son Dispatch. to announce to-
morrow's special meeting, just
before 7 p.m. yesterday. Fuent-
es did not return a number of
calls last night.

Libero D. Marotta, attorney

for the Save Our Schools coali-
tion that filed suit to challenge
the meeting, had threatened af-
ter the hearing to go back to
courf*and hold up the vote if Fu
entes does not call another
fneeting.
\“If they don't call another
meeting, we will stall the elec-
tibn.”" Marotta said immediate-
ly after the judge ruled.

Fuentes first said the judge’s
ruling does not require them to
delay the election because the
board voted at a caucus session

Please see DECISION Page 10

Cappi

to call an emergency meeting
and the “Sunshine Law" does
not require that an emergency
meeting be publicized 48 hours
in advance. The judge made no
ruling on whether the vote took
place at a proper emergency
meeting

The situation was considered
an emergency because state law
requires a board to adopt a bud-
get 12 days before the vote.

SOS filed suit Monday to try to
block the meeting and declare it
invalid. Schaeffer did not block
the meeting on Monday, but de-
clared it invalid yesterday. The
SOS suit charged that Fuentes
did not properly advertise the
meeting in local newspapers or
with the city clerk. Fuentes said
he called both local papers late
Friday and contacted City Clerk
Michael Licameli Saturday
morning.

Marotta argued that all Satur-
days are public holidays and
that normal city business can-
not be conducted including the
posting of a meeting. The judge
cited this argument when he de-
clared the Monday meeting in-
valid.

The Open Public Meetings
Law requires almost all meet-
ings of public bodies to be an-

nounced 48 hours in advance by
publication in local newspapers
and by notification to the city
clerk. SOS argued that Fuentes
did not properly notify the pa-
pers because, although they
were called, there was no legal
advertisement published 48
hours in advance of the meet-
ings.

The board had voted unani-
mously in closed caucus session
at 6 p.m. Monday to declare the
special session and emergency
meeting that could be held with-
out 48 hour notice to the public.
The board also voted 6-1 to adopt
the budget at that closed ses-
sion. Marotta charged yester-
day that not only was the special
meeting held Monday night a vi-
olation of the law, but it was
improper for the board to vote
on the budget in closed session.

The incident is the second
time this month when a county
municipal body was accused of
violating the law and decided to
hold a public vote.

The Hoboken City Council last
week held a recount on a vote
initially held in closed session to
name Patrick Pasculli as may-
or. The council first made the
appointment in closed session.

*
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‘board election, discusses a subject at last n:rh"s candidates
debate. At right is another candidate, eil Mosco.

$25,000. Valente is an aide to
Gov. Thomas H. Kean and was
an unsuccessful Assembly can-
didate last year. He supported
Vezzetti’s 1985 mayoral bid and
was named to a brief term on the

Racism conference links Stevens, 175 schools

By The iated :
N~ - 46
tudents, teachers and ad-
ministrators from Stevens In-
stitute of Technology in Hobo-
ken joined with their
counterparts from 10 other
New Jersey colleges yesterday
in a national conference on
racism that was broadcast
across the country to more than
170 schools.

ello

19-5% DisHYC

By JEFFREY HOFF

“The aim of the program
was to discuss the resurgence
of racism on campus,” said Sal-
ly Petrilli, coordinator of In-
structional Development at
Governors State University in
University Park, Ill., one of the
conference's sponsors.

“It was not so much an at-
tempt to sensationalize inci-
dents as an attempt to show
that these events could be cata-

Judge Maurice J. Gagpoli of Hudson

lysts for campuses to decide
what action they want to take,”
she said.

She said an average of 50
participants at each of 176 sites
across the country watched the
televised conference, “Racism
On Campus: Toward An Agen-
da,” broadcast live from 11:30
am. to 3:30 p.m. from Gover-
nors State and the Johnson
Foundation’s Wingspread Con-
ference Center located in Ra-
cine, Wis.

The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Higher Education paid
the registration fee for the

night, Mayor Patrick

state schools, said Penny Sohn,
director of the department’s
Office of Computer Policy.

“We thought it was particu-
larly relevant and something
ghe department should be try-
ing to focus on,” she said.

She said the department
also encouraged schools to con-
gluct programs about combat-
ing racism in conjunction with
the national broadcast.

Among the panelists were
Raymond Mack, professor of
Sociology and Urban Affairs at
Northwestern University; Ra-
fael Magallan, associate schol-

Pasculli called

ing and Urban Development Action

ar at Tomas Rivera Center in
Claremont, Calif.; and Regi-
nald Wilson, director of the Of-
fice of Minority Concerns for
the American Council on Ed-
ucation.

The other New Jerse
schools that participated werg
Ramapo College, Mercer Coun-
ty Community College, Rutgers
University, William Paterson
Burlington County College, At:
lantic Commuaity College,
County College of Morris
gm_on County College, Dreu;

niversity and Cumb
County College. O

City Council. Valente could not
be reached for comment yester-
day.

Della Fave declined comment
on the will. It is not known how
much the entire estate is worth
or how much Della Fave will re-
ceive.

Vezzetti is survived by a twin
sister, two brothers and a
number of nieces who are not
named in the will.

The mayor’s uncle controlled
a medium-size candy company
and, Sgardelis believed Vezzetti
had some inheritance from the
company.

Vezzetti died of a heart attack
March 2 at the age of 59.

Della Fave and Cunning were
his closest allies on the council,
and Fabiano was long recog-
nized as a close confidential

s
n:uﬂve;/ygor Al\:len
Vezzétti's
will gives
thousands

to friends

By JEFFREY HOFF
Staff Writer

Former Hoboken Mayor
Thomas F. Vezzetti divided his
estate among his closest friends
and politica
allies
Councilman
Joseph Della
Fave, Coun-
cilwoman
Helen Cun-
ning, his aide
Laurie Fa-
biano and
Angelo
Valente VEZZETTI
according to an uncontested will
filed with the Hudson County
surrogate. ¢

Della Fave, who spént many
hours with Vezzetti both mulling
political strategies and social-
izing, is executor of the estate,
according to the will signed by
Vezzetti Oct. 17, 1986.

Della Fave will receive any
money in Vezzetti’s estate
beyond the $60,000 divided
among the three ofhers.

The mayor’s roommate of
many years, Harry Sgardelis, is
not named in the . Vezzetti

Please see WILL Page 18
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ote endangers project

for invalidating the project in their suit

district received about $12.2 mil
lion in state aid that year
year, the district anticipates
only 3,950 students and $9.3 mil
lion in state aid

According to those figures
state aid-per-pupil was $2.100 in
1982 and is expected to be $2,400
pext year — an increase of 15
percent

Accountant Leonard Smith
who analyzed the board's fig
ures for use by city and board of
ficials in the negotiations, said
the analysis ‘“‘represented no
opinions whatsoever.” He adced
that his report was availohie
anyone who wanted it

Trustee Joseph Rafter, who
has long called for tighter spend
ing practices, said the figures
proved the need for a drastic cut
in the budget. Other school of-
ficials including Super-
intendent Walter J. Fine — said
that despite the increases in
spending, the district could not
cut the budget substantially
without damaging education

Next
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may cause tax hike

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
StoffWeiter o

HOBOKEN—Prospects for a
quick settlement in the Observ-
er Highway project dispute yes-
terday after a meeting iny olving
the developer, a community
group and city officials yielded
no agreement.

The meeting, held privately in
Mayor Patrick Pasculli's City
Hall office yesterday afternoon,
was called to try and reconcile
the demands of neighborhood
activist Ronald Hine to those of
developer Joseph Barry.

But the principals failed to
agree, jeopardizing a $3 million
grant and making more lax in-
creases next year a real possi-
bility. .

Hine's downtown * residents

p successfully sued the city
over plans to build a 450-unit
residential development on Ob-
server Highway  between
Bloomfield Street and Willow
Avenue. A Hudson County Supe-
rior Court judge ruled in Hine's
favor last week, overturning a
variance approved by the to per-
mit the project, on the grounds
that Councilman Steve Cappiel-
lo should not have voted because
he owns a parking lot within 200
feet of the site, creating a possi-
ble conflict of interest.

Because the judge ruled on
only one of the eight counts in
the suit, Hine and his group are
free to sue again if Barry and
the city do not change the pro-
ject to Hine's liking.

Pasculli said another meeting
is set for Monday. In the mean-
time, Pasculli said, the city
would press on in its efforts to
move the project; the City Coun-
cil is scheduled to re-vote on the
redevelopment plan tomorrow
night, with Cappiello and new-
ly-appointed Councilman Frank
“Pupi” Raia abstaining. Raia, a
developer, also submitted plans
for the project.

But the controversy apparent-
ly will not disappear overnight.
Hine has said the 17-story tow-
ers included in the plans would
be too high and violate the ambi-
ence of the neighborhood. Barry
has said the towers allow for
higher-priced luxury units that
are essential to the profitability
of the pro{)ect, which includes
118 affordably-priced units.

The logjam could prove disas-
trous for the city's budget, al-
ready under fire because a re-
cent property revaluation
increases taxes for most owners
of non-condominium housing,
and because the Board of Edu-
cation is asking for a record tax
increase of its own.

Staff Writer

The future of the massive Observer
Highway housing project was put in
doubt yesterday when a judge inva-
lidated the City Council approval of the
project because Councilman Steve Cap-
piello committed a conflict of interest
by voting to accept the plan.

A former mayor, Cappiello owns
property less than 200 feet from the pro-
posed 450-unit development and should
not have voted on the project Oct. 21
when the council voted to accept devel-
opers’ bids

County Superior Court did not say yes-
terday whether the council must also
reopen the bidding process completed
March 3. Joseph Barry, a local develop-
er and weekly newspaper publisher,
won the right to buy the site between
Willow Avenue and Bloomfield Street
for $4.7 million.

Another local developer active in city
politics, Frank Raia, submitted the
only other bid. He could not be reached
for comment last night on whether he
will challenge the bid process.

When told of the judge’s decision last

the decision ‘“‘unfortunate because it is
a small technical thing that will be cor-
rected in the future.” The judge or-
dered that the council hoid a new vote
to consider acceptance of a develop-
ment proposal for the site created by
the city Community Developmer{t
Agency.

“I think it is important that the coun-
cil take the vote as early as possbile.
The project is very important to our fi-
nances this year,”’ Pasculli added.

The delay could threaten receipt of a
$3 million federal Department of Hous-

Grant for the project. Construction
must begin by June 30 for the grant to
be awarded. The developer must in-
clude 118 units in the project that will
rent for $136 to $835 a month, or sell for
$8.500 -$15,00 a room, prices determined
by the state to be affordable to low- and
moderate-income households.
Gallipoli’s decision was in answer to
a suit filed against the project by a
group of neighboriag property owners.
J. Ronald Hine, Richard and Vibeke
Koszeghy, Janis Levine and Barry Po-
layes raised additional legal grounds

If the final contract for the
sale of land for the site is not
signed by June 30, the city can-
not gain from the $4.7 million
price of the city’s land there. If
ground is not broken on the pro-
ject by Sept. 24, the city will lose
a federal grant worth $3 million
that would have reduced the

cost of providing the affordable
units.

against the City Council, but those is
sues were not ruled on yesterday.

Their suit charged that the council vi-
olated the state Open Public Meetings
Act when seven of its members joined
Barry on his yacht to discuss his pro-
posal. They also charge that the propos-
al conflicts with the city master plag
and local zoning regulations. “The
scale and character proposed in the g
development plan are inconsistent with
the adjacent neighborhood,” accordirig
to Mary Winder a professional urban
planner who testified for the plaintiffs.
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in Hoboken elections

‘l can’t believe someone signed my name’ F

John Mitchard
Stevens ‘85

votes cast

By Jim DeRogatis
| C. 1988 The Jersey Journal

|

The names of six college fraternity broth-
ers who had moved out of Hoboken were used
to ecast fraudulent ballots in two recent
elections

A review of county voting records by The
Jersey Journal revealed that the signatures of
six members of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraterni-
ty at Stevens Institute of Technology were
forged. and fraudulent votes were cast in their

names in the Sixth Ward City Council election

last May, and the general election last

November

} The students registered to vote from the

| fraternity house at 528-530 Hudson St., but they

! all graduated and moved out of Hoboken in
1985 or 1986, according to records on file at
Stevens

Two of the students who moved to South
| Jersey said they did not vote in Hoboken last
! year. The four other students have moved to

locations across the country.

The county Board of Elections has
| launched an investigation into the fraudulent
votes, and officials said the matter may be
turned over to the county prosecutor.

Incumbent Sixth Ward Councilman David

By Earl Mergan

After an hour of delibera
tion in closed caucus, the Ho-
boken Board of Education last
night, by a 5-3 vote, cut its pro-
posed 1988-89 budget by
$1,074,521. It also approved all
hut one of five public questions
to be submitted to the volers in
a $6.488000 capital improve-
ments bond issue.

Earlier this week, it was
reported the $28 million bud-
get would be cut by $5 million
and two elementary schools
would be closed. According to
sources, when the board con-
vened last night the coalition to
cut the budget by $5 million
collapsed and a new consensus
had to be forged. Last night’s
cut will mean only one elemen-
tary school will be closed,
board officials said.

Trustees Lourdes Arroyo,
Perry Belfiore and Joseph H.
Rafter voted against the

‘ budget.

Roberts won reelection by a two-to-one margin
last May 15th, defeating challenger Cataldo
DePinto. Two seats in the state assembly and
the position of county executive were at stake

5a

The board has a deadline
of 9 am. today to submit it 1o
Hudson County Superinien
dent of Schools Louis Acco
cella. Earlier this week, sever
al speakers complained the
new budget proposal did not
give the publice an opportunity
to study the changes and com-
ment on them

However, state education
officials said the procedure
does not violate state laws and
the amended budget will not
have to be reintroduced.

The public will have a right
to express its feeling on the
budget at the polls in the
school board election. Al-
though approximately 50 peo-
ple attended the meeting at the
board's Clinton Street head-
quarters, only three spoke on
the budget.

One woman speaker
termed the budget an “out-
rage” and said the schools are
top heavy with administrative
staff that can be cut.

Lisa is rethinking

appointment as

Eéonomy coalition collapses,
school budg

325-%

et cut only $1M

Arroyo said she previously
voted against closing elemen-
tary schools and felt that action
is irresponsible. Trustee Geral
dine Pataliano said to cut
school funding further would
“hurt our children.”

Public guestion 7 was d«
feated by a 5-3 vote. It proposed
a $299000 bond issue to up-
grade and improve heating sys
tems in city schools.

The other public questions
included in the bond issue are

® Renovation of John F
Kennedy Stadium, $1.4 million

@ Removal of asbestos from
the Rue and Brandt Schools,
$219.000,

e Modernization and im-
provement of fire safety sys
tems in all schools, $1.7
million;

e Improvement and up-

grading school elevators,
$962.,000
Several board members

See HOBOKEN — Page 10.

Continued from Page 1

urged the voters to reject the
budget, echoing a theme re-

Hoboken school economy coalition collapses

candidates. They want the bud-
get rejected so it will go back to
the city council to be cut

last Nov. 3rd.

According to Stevens officials, 42 students
live in the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity house.
County voter registration records show that 14
of those students are registered to vote, includ-
ing six who moved out more than a year ago.

Joseph Ciano, chief of staff at the county
Board of Elections, said voters’ names are not
removed from the voter registration books un-
less they re-register in a new location outside
the county or do not vote for a period of four
! vears.

The pages in the books feature the voter’s
. sample signature in the upper left hand corner,
| Voters are required to sign the page before
casting a ballot in any election.

There are notable differences between the
six fraternity brothers’ signatures and the sig-
natures used to cast the fraudulent ballots in
May and November.

Mark Fritz graduated from Stevens in May,
1986. He did not vote in Hoboken last May or
November, but someone signed his name in the
voter registration book and voted illegally.

“] wasn't living there, I didn't vote. That's
news to me,” Fritz said from his home in
i Mahwah. where he has lived since graduation.

Fraudulent

in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

;aasysaic. His name was used to cast a ballot in
__®Richard Hastings, a 1985 grad ivi
in Penn_sylvania. His name wags us:?it(i;lzg;%
ball:)thsl lnkL;iay and November.
ark Meyers, a student at Pace Uni i-
ty and member of Sigma Phi Epsilon wl:g‘;?\lr::i
at thq Stevens chapter’s house until he gradu-
::en‘;le":v 1986 agd moved to Chicago. Meyers’
as use i
e to cast ballots in May and
Ciano said his office has launc in-
vestigation into the fraudulent vol:(?: iann rl':
sponse to a request by Hoboken City Clerk
James_Fanna and Councilman Roberts. Rob-
:2? ;:;ld ?e a:l(;et{) for the investigation after he
estioned abou
—_— out the votes by The Jersey
Members of the fraternity said Ro
a frequent visitor to the housg before lt:nift ;l:yq:
election. He ate dinner with the fraternity
brothers. gave them a keg of beer, made a
campaign speech and reviewed a list of the
students registered to vote from the house
frate;'nity brothers said. o
"I campaigned throughout the 5~
trict,” Roberts said. Hegsaid he V‘i‘:::)tig ?l’fe
frate!'mly house to campaign before the May
a:zgtlon and before several elections since
*“I would never suggest such a thing”
casting fraudulent ballots, IIobeNst';la’]i% a?
never did.” .

Roberts lives next door to the fraterni
house._bu@ he said it is a standard stop tf(urrn:;tl}l,
campaigning politicians.

Roberts won an impressive victory last
May, garnering 1,056 votes to DePinto's 505
votes. In November, Democrats Bernard Kenny
and Angelo Valente won election to the state
assembly, and Robert Janiszewski was elected
county executive. '

= quoken resident Kenny faced stiff co
tition in the Mile Square Cify from Roplfl()lr:]c‘:n
candidate Angelo Valente, a sixth ward resi-
der_w Roberts and many other local Dcmocré(s
achzcly campaigned for Kenny, -
4 Tastmg a fraudulent ballot is a felony
Ciano said it will be “almost impossit;]l'\t;“b:‘(:
determine who cast the illegal votes unless
wunesses come forward. Any evidence uncov-
ered during the Board of Elections investiga-
tion will be turned over to the county prosecu-
tor for further investigation, Ciano said :
~ Fred Coletta, the Board of Elc(‘tiom‘.chiof
mvestlgq(or. said his office wi]l remove the
students’ names from the voter registration
books today and question the county workers
who manned the Sixth Ward pn”im:: place iﬁ
May and November.

Board of Elections pol] workers initialed

ThoSingHEnlo-WuMmﬂ.

“I haven't gotten around to transferring my I

registration because 1 was thinking of moving.
They should have a better check system.”

Former Stevens student John Mitchard
graduated in May, 1985 and moved back home
to Cherry Hill. He said he did not vote in the
council election in Hoboken last May, but his
district’s voter registration book indicates that
he cast a ballot.

“I was just getting ready to register to vote
here,” Mitchard said. “I can’'t believe someone
signed my name to vote in Hoboken.”

Other former students whose names were
used to cast fraudulent ballots are:

e Eric Batt, a 1985 graduate living in Indi-
ana. His name was used to cast ballots in May
and November.

e Ted Bicking, a 1986 graduate living in

See FRAUDULENT — Page 6.

votes cast
election

Photo by Dorab Khandolovele
Falsified signatures were found in this Ho-
en voting register.

the students’ forged signatures i i
! _ $ in the registra-
tion books. lns' Canales, who worked it lhae
Sixth Ward poll in May and November, said she
and her companions would not have thought to
g:&ité?p \yhoever_posed as the fraternity
i §, since their names were still in the
“These were students who mov
ed around a
lot, they probably wouldn’t have been familiar
to the people at the polls,” Ciano said.
]a“':;}?;\] glsegql Sl)}lh Ward votes represent the
lates eries of voting scandals i
in tl:xc last year, Ciano siid. T
ntoinette Calabrese, a poll worker i
: ) X rin th
Third Ward.'was sentenced last week to twg
years probation after she plead guilty to voting
:x:'(;:r ;1nc re;Ch pfdsm recent elections, once
> arried nam i
bt bk e e and again under her
The Third Ward council run i
-off
last ane was overturned by Hudsonegoctrm;"
Superior Court after it was revealed that a
number of voters had been illegally registered
by a campaign worker for Frank “Pupie” Raia
The Jllgget ogdered another run-off between
incumben teve Cappie
o ppiello and Anthony
The Fifth Ward council run-off i
elect
was also overturned by the State Appell‘a(:E
Court. The election was tainted because one of
the polling places opened 20 minutes late and
five illegal absentee ballots were filed.

finance

By Jo-Ann Moriarity v/ T.

was supposed to start April 1.

Lisa was expected to meet
with interim Mayor Patrick
Pasculli last night to discuss
whether the certified public
account could serve two mas-
ters at the same time.

Lisa, in a telephone inter-
view earlier in the day, said
that city ordirance sets the fi-
nance director'shours at 9 a.m.
to4 p.m. Lisa is unsure whether
he can handle that job and at
the same time work at his pri-
vate accounting firm where he
has three partners and a staff

of 14 people.

“l am meeting with the
mayor later tonight and should
arrive at a decision by tomor-
row,” said Lisa, who 'served as
an auditor in the Cappiello
administration.

Pasculli confirmed that he

was meeting with Lisa but

would not venture the likely
outcome of their meeting.

Pasculli offered Lisa’s
nomination as finance director
days after he was appointed
interim mayor by the City
Council to succeed Thomas F.
Vezzetti who died suddenly
March 2 of a massive heart
attack.

Pasculli offered Lisa’'s
nomination to replace Barbara
Rush, who was hired last
month after an extensive
search for a new finance direc-
tor. The City Council unani-
mously approved her appoint-
ment to the post, whi¢h has a
salary in the mid .000.

Rush, a former executive at
the New York City-based Pub-
lic Resources Advisory Fund,
was on the job less than a week
before Pasculli notified her
that he would submit his own
candidate for the post.

She is scheduled to leave
the job April 1, when Lisa was
expected to assume the
position. :

director
3-2y-¢K

One week after his nomination as city finance .
director was confirmed by the City Council, Joseph
Lisa is rethinking his mayoral appointment, a job he

for Washington

ning on a
Taxes.
Claire DePalma, ca

candidates plan to at

cently sounded by school board

B — —— O

School board slate throwiitg Barty””

HOBOKEN—The reform slate in the April 5 Board of Education
election has organized a fund-raising party at Maxwell’s scheduled
Street Monday night, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are to be sold at the door to raise MY for the candidates,
Gerard Costa, Vivian Flora-DiStaso and Felix R

ticket dubbed The Coalition for Better Schools and Lower

ign coordinator for the slate, said the three
the meeting.

further.

vera. They are run-

—CHRISTOPHER AVE

Hoqu#esqygggiors plan
protest at PS. office

By Patricia Scott

Several dozen Hoboken se-
nior citizens are planning
aprotest at noon today at the
Public Service Electric & Gas
Service Center at 615 Washing-
ton St.

Last month, Public Service
officials announced plans to
close the 80-year-old service fa-
cility, which is widely used by
elderly residents who pay their
bills directly and receive infor-
mation about billing problems
and general utility questions.

Public Service spokesmen
said the service centers in Bay-
onne and Jersey City will re-
main open, and Hoboken resi-
dents can travel to those
municipalities if they require
“direct assistance services.”

But more than 40 angry se-

nior citizens held a demonstra-
tion at the Washington Street
center last month to protest the
planned closing. A similar pro-
test will be held today at 12,
and residents will be joined by
Rep.Frank Guarini, Assembly-
man Bernard Kenny and sever-
al City Hall officials.

Nellie Moyeno, City Hall’s
director of Hispanic Affairs,
organized the protests.

Public Service said it is
closing the branch office be-
cause the volume of business
has steadily decreased over re-
cent years. But employees of
the branch said many of the
payments dropped off at the
local center are routinely sent
elsewhere for processing and
computerization, so even
though the site is actively used
records do not reflect the use.

Elections board will
g J 2y-%8&
weed out old names

By Jim DeRogatis

The Hudson County Board
of Elections is reviewing voter
registration records in Hobo-
ken's Sixth Ward to weed out
voters who have moved from
the city.

The Board of Elections
lannched the investigation af-
ter a review of county voting
records by The Jersey Journal
revealed that the names of six
former college students were
used to cast fraudulent ballots

in two elections last year.

The Stevens Institute of
Technology students were
members of the Sigma Phi Ep-
silon fraternity who lived in
the group’s house at 528-530
Hudson St. They all graduated
and moved out of Hoboken in
1985 or '86, according to re-
cords on file at Stevens.

The students’ signatures
were forged and their names
were used to cast fraudulent

See ELECTIONS — Page 16.

Elections board will weed out old names

Continued from Page 1
ballots in the Sixth Ward City
Council election last May and
the general election last No-
vember, voting records reveal.
Joseph Ciano, chief of staff
at the Board of Elections, said
his office is trying to determine
who forged the six fraternity
brothers’ signatures and cast
the fraudulent ballots. Investi-
gators will visit the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity and inter-
view the workers who watched
the polis last May and Novem-
ber, he said.
If the Board of Elections
confirms that a crime was com-
mitted, the matter will be
turned over to Hudson County
Prosecutor Paul DePascale.
Forging a voter's signature to

cast a fraudulent ballot is a
felony.

DePascale said state elec-
tion law prohibits his office's
involvement in the investiga-
tion until the matter is official-
ly referred to him by Superin-
tendent of Elections Andrew
Zampella, and he declined fur-
ther comment.

Zampella referred an elec-
tion investigation in Hoboken's
Third Ward to DePascale sev-
cral months ago. The prosecu-
tor uncovered proof that a Ho-
. boken poll worker, Antoinette
Calabrese, had voted twice in
each of six recent elections.

Ciano said the names of the
six fraternity brothers have al-
ready been pulled out of the
Sixth Ward voter registration

books.

Meanwhile,
tors from his office are compar-
ing the registrations with a list
of evervone who graduated
from Stevens in 1985 or 1986.

Hoboken City Clerk James
Farina and Sixth Ward Coun-
cilman David Roberts asked
Ciano to conduct the broader
investigation after Roberts was
questioned about the fraudu-
lent votes by The Jersey
Journal.

Members of the fraternity
said Roberts was a frequent
visitor to the house before last
May’s election. He ate dinner
with the fraternity brothers,
gave them a keg of beer, made a
campaign speech and reviewed
a list of the students registered
to vote from the house, frater-

nity brothers said. Roberts has
denied involvement with the
fraudulent votes. The incum-
bent councilman won last May,
defeating challenger Aldo De-
Pinto 2-1.

Voters who registered from
one of Stevens’ 12 fraternity
and sorority houses or the
school dormitories but have
since moved out of the city will
be pulled from the registration
books to prevent future inci-
dents similar to the one involv-
ing the six fraternity brothers,
Ciano said.

Voters’ names are usually
not removed from the books
until they re-register in a new
location outside the county or
do not appear at the polls for a
period of four years.

investiga-

wosoxen = 7,5 48,

School
budget
passes

Observers predict
» » . '\
oters will nix it=>
; A e
:5La Y c S
By CHRISTOPHER AVE -y
Staff Writer o
HOBOKEN—The Board =ef
Education last night narfediy
passed a $27.3 million h\m:l
that is only $1.1 million less'tflan
the one announced last monhelo
almost universal scorn o
The new spending plan mrlh«
1988-89 school vear is so st 1
prompted the board’s ;‘u-m!
to recommend that the pullic
defeat it during the April 5 ba
election, even as he cast tt -
ciding vote i its favor. &
Before he voted, board Presi-
dent Richard F. England
that Hudson County regula
require a budget by today. J%¢
“1 vote ‘yes’' on this b
and ask for evervone to
against it at the polls,” En
said, giving the budget its
vote on the nine-member -
Trustees Joseph Ra N
Lourdes Arroyo and |
Belfiore voted against>the
budget. Trustee Mario Mergado
was not at last night's meebing.
The final amount of the b
was not announced until minutes
before the 9 p.m. vote, as !
members argued in closem
sion for more than three hoy
over the final version. {‘\E

&£ 1 think the
budget is a disas
I think it renders
whole process me
ingless. 9 9

crease over this year's budse
but a $5.6 million hike in tha
levy. The proposal brou hi's
vere critcis from city offig
and residents, who criticizefi$
board for ignoring taxpayes
burden. A property revalud

announced a few weeks lat

tee of the City Council W
private meeting Sunday nightdh
consider cuts of up to $5 mi

in the bugget. But as the W
progressed, board mem

such a large cut on the edu
of the children.
There are also conside

board majority is closely tigf
local political clubs that hélg
place supporters in board
tions. Observers predicted

could not afford to s
massive cuts because
potential loss of political®
port.

\ =
England told the angry crowd
of about 40 sitting huddled in the
board offices that the ctg
amounted to the closing of m,
the city's seven eleme
schools. No other positiohs

programs were cut. In a
released earlier this

E. Rue School at Thirdaset
Garden streets shouldeas
selected. i 9

Under last night’s budget,
cal residents would have to p
a total of $15.8 million in taxes =
up from $11.2 million this yea
The increase means that t .
erage property owner pr
will pay $500 more in schoc
es than last year, if voters’
the budget. "

Observers Jast night al
dicted the budget would
feated overwhelmingly. &

“I think thjs is a disaster;
Rafter said after the vote,
think it renders the whole
ess meaningless.” e
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DIRTY CITY STREETS

Hoboken to see
from private cleaners

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
S‘afj Writer

HOBOKEN-—The citv is to be
gin soliciting bids for private
street-cleaning service as early
as next month, according to
Public Works Director Roy
Haack.

Under a resolution sponsored
by Councilman David Roberts
two weeks ago, the City Council
authorized city officials to draw
up a request for proposals from
private firms to clean the city's
streets.

Haack and Business Adminis
trator Edwin Chius are drawing
up the request, which may force
the firing of 10 full-time and 20
part-time city workers who have

been striving — and apparently
failing to" do the job them
selves

“Our streets are horrible,”
Roberts said. “We have seen a
sharp reduction in basic city ser-
vices the last few years. With
the high taxes here, clean
streets are the least the public is
entitled to.”

The threat of lost jobs has
enraged James Fisher, leader of
the city employees union, who
claims the tactic has failed in
Phoenix, Ariz

But Roberts said at least three
other cities have been successful
with private street cleaners. He
asserted that two-thirds of the
city’'s current street-cleaning
force is ‘*just ripping off the tax-

2/2%, -’f’ﬁ/b

ids

payers.”

Haack agrees that the prob-
lem is “horrible.”

“That is the Number 1 com
plaint in the city dirty
streets,” he said. ““It's there, it's
obvious.”’

The problem, Haack said,
may be the low wages paid to the
part-time employees, who re-
ceive $5 an hour and no benefits

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said
he fully supports Roberts’ effort
to hire a private firm. Pasculli
berated the “‘inconsistency”’ of
the street-cleaning team, accus-
ing them of constantly failing to
clean streets on the day cars are
prohibited from parking there
under the aiternate-side parking
system

o -

This trash-strewn corner at Sixth and Monroe streets in Hoboken

llustrates the problem.

M KATHLEEN KELLY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

Mulvaney:;

3/ ﬁ’amg
fot

to stay on bal

By Jehn Petrick

Court judge
Hoboken

A Superior
yesterday denied
school board candidate Mi
chael Mulvaney's request 1o
withdraw his name from next
Tuesday's ballot

Mulvaney sent letters to
the other candidates Tuesday
stating his intention to with
draw from the race. By law, any
party objecting to his last-min-
ute withdrawal is given the op-
portunity to argue against it in
court.

Appearing before Superior
Court Assignment Judge Bur-
rell Ives Humphreys, Hudson
County Superintendent of
|Elections Harvey Birne said it
I“is almost physically impossi-
ble” to remove Mulvaney's
name from voting machines

34 different

Elderly mourn

S=R S F

By Jim DeRogatis and Pntricla- Scott

The Hoboken ShopRite will check
out tomorrow.

The supermarket is being sold to
developers West Bank Construction,
who plan a $70 million, 12-story condo-
minium at the corner of Washington
Street and Observer Highway.

West Bank was scheduled to close
on its contract to buy the property in
January, but they missed the.deadline
and the 20-year-old supermarket won a
reprieve of several months.

West Bank principals Daniel Gans
and George Vallone are expected to
finally close on the contract this week-
end, however, and the supermarket will
probably be razed within the year.

Neither ShopRite executives nor
Gans and Vallone responded to re-

Lisa quits as Hoboken fiscal

was concerned about his busi-
ness relationship with Frank
Italiano, a Jersey City accoun-
tant, who is Hoboken’s city
auditor.

By Jo-Ann Moriarty3 ‘35-;

Newly appointed finance
director Joseph B. Lisa re-
signed yesterday before work-
ing one day on the job, anq
interim Mayor Patrick Pasculli
is considering keeping on the
director he had asked to step

down.

In his resignation letter,
Lisa said he was unable to ac-
cept the mayoral appointment,
to be effective April 1, because
his three partners in his Hobo-
ken accounting firm do not
want him to take a leave of

absence.

“After lengthy discussions
with my partners, they were

quests for comment yesterday, but em-
ployees in the Hoboken supermarket
were notified by registered mail that
they should report Sunday to their new
jobs at other ShopRite locations.

City officials were also told that

ShopRite was closing.

In Hoboken, where a distance of 10
blocks means the difference between
uptown and downtown, the closing has
local consumers drearily mulling over
alternate shopping locations.

“It's going to be missed in this area
because it’s so convenient,” said Hildy
Conroy, who lives on nearby Third
Street and walked to ShopRite twice
weekly. “I1 haven’t really gone anywhere
else in eight years. This is so close for
me.”

The closing is hitting the elderly
hardest. “1 come here because I don’t

sence,” the letter read.

family.”

approved by the council.

M was not in their best interest,
br mine. to take a leave of ab-

“Furthermore, acceptance
of the position would have
posed considerable financial
sacrifice for me and my

Pasculli said he will sub-
mit another candidate Monday
to the City Council, which has
to confirm the appointment.

The interim mayor said he
has several candidates, includ-
ing Catherine Rush, who was
appointed to the post last
month by the late Mayor Thom-
as F. Vezzetti and unanimously

Days after being appointed
interim mayor to succeed Vez-

_closing of Hoboken ShopRite

walk too far from my home and there
are cabs outside I can take with my
bags,” said 74-year-old Anna Gomez.

“I don’t want to shop all the way
across town.”

To help elderly residents, Hobo-
ken's Senior Affairs Director Vincent
Barbo is rerouting bus schedules on the
Senior Citizen Bus Jitney line. The bus
has always run from the Grand Street
Multi-Service Center to Washington
Street and past the ShopRite.

Barbo has reworked the bus line so
that seniors can now shop at Foodtown
at Sixth and Clinton streets,

“We want to make the same bus
services available to seniors that they
had when they could use ShopRite,”
Barbo said. “Otherwise, many elderly
people will be totally inconvenienced.”

The Crosstown City Bus is also

zetti, Pasculli notified Rush he
was replacing her with his own
appointee.

Rush, who is the former
vice president of the New York
City-based Public Resources
Advisory Group, had been on
the Hoboken job only a few
days when she was asked to
leave. Her resignation was ef-
fective March 16, the day the
City Council approved Lisa’s
nomination.

“I hope to have a candidate
by Monday,” Pasculli said, add-
ing that “Katie (Rush) is one of
the candidates we are
considering.”

Aside from his worry about
the hours demanded by the city
job, Lisa also told the mayor he

stationed at
locations

He said the machines are
already in place and have been
sealed. In order to remove Mul-

OBSERVER
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name from the ballot,
all the machines would have to
pened so that the name
and accompanying lever could
be removed

School beard candidate
Felix Rivera also opposed Mul-
vaney's withdrawal, saying the
last-minute move could be po-
litical maneuvering that will
ultimately hurt the public
interest

Humphreys agreed with
the points raised by the super-
intendent and Rivera, and said
he rejected Mulvaney’s reasons
for withdrawal stated in his
letter

In the letter, Mulvaney
states he is enrolled in school
and will not have enough time
to devote to the office. Accord-
ing to Humphreys, the candi-
date also cites his physical
handicap as a factor

Though handicapped,
Birne characterized Mulvaney
as an “active person” who runs
a business.

vaney s

De re«

changing its pattern, and will begin
running past the Foodtown instead of
the ShopRite corner.

Additionally, Councilman Thomas
Newman reached out to the 40th Street
Weehawken Pathmark to see if their
weekly bus trip for Hobokenites also
can stop at the old ShopRite location.

The Weehawken supermarket cur-
rently sends a bus to Hoboken once a
week to pick up residents at several
senior citizen housing areas. Newman
said Pathmark supervisors have agreed
to add the ShopRite corner to that bus
route with plans soon to be finalized.

duce the project of its density or
17-story height wouid be to take
away its profitability.

But Hine said Barry was
buying the lot from the city for
$4.7 million — at $47 per square
foot, an amount far below mar-
ket rate. Since the $3 million fed-
eral grant will also subsidize the
project, Hine said, Barry would
make still jmake money on a
smaller project.

The ci‘:y stands to lose the
grant if ground is not broken by
Sept. 24. Additionally, the cit
cannot anticipate the $4.7 mil-
lion price of the city-owned land
in next year's budget if a deal is

. not signed by June 30. With an
impending revaluation and a
Board of Education budget in-
crease proposed that is expected
to raise taxes considerably, city
officials say taxpayers would
hard pressed to make up the loss
of such threatened funds.

City guidelines for the praject,
developed after more than a
year of planning, call for 450

Residents who take advantage of
the plan would be taken to Weehawken
to shop, given about 90 minutes and
then returned to the ShopRite corner
again, Newman said.

chief

Lisa, who is also a certified

public accountant, has done
contract work for Italiano’s pri-
vate accounting firm in the
past.

That relationship posed a

conflict of interest because Ita-
liano would be — with Lisa as
the city finance director —
looking at records kept by Lisa.

“To Joe's credit, he initiat-

ed that discussion, and we
talked about it very briefly,”
Pasculli said. He noted that the
primary reason for Lisa's deci-
sion was the time demanded.

units — 115 of which would be

o bly priced,” rented or
s:lgo:(thbe{ovl-market rates to
low-income tenants or OWners. -

Barry and Frank “Pupi-
Raia, another local developer,
submitted proposals for the

to the council last
mmwmcﬂchoseBarW'

who had informally Jobbied
council members for months.
Barry's plan calls for an un-
determ number of 17-story
towers, park space and a
formula g which rental units
are sold to the renters as con-
dominiums.
ore Barry's plans were ap-
e , Hinerrznd his downtown
residents’ group filed suit
against the city guidelines on
counts, charging among
things that the plan con-
flicts with city zoning restric-
tions and that it violates the am-
bience of the neighbort!ood. The
is free to file again on sev-
en of Abe eight counjs after a
court decision two wecks ago.

. —
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Project
logjam
looms

Lawsuit threatened

on Observer plans
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Wn!f-«

HOBOKEN—A closed-door

meeting last night of developers,
neighborhood activists and eity

officials produced no agree

ments on plans for a massive
project on Observer Highway,
signalling a logjam that may rob
the project of a $3 million feder
al grant and force an extended
court battle

A neighborhood group is
threatening a lawsuit over plans
for a 450-unit residential de-
velopment planned for Observer
Highway between Bloomfield

Street and Willow Avenue. The
- group of downtown residents is

seeking to reduce the height and
density of the project, which
calls for a set of 17-story towers.

““At the moment, it's a stand-
off,” Ronald Hine, spokesman
for the group, said at 9:15, after
the City Hall meeting.

Hine and other members of
the downtown group met with
dev J Barry and city
officials on the project, which
Barry won the right to deveiop
last month.

Among the participants were
Mayor Patrick Pasculli, several
councilmen and members of the
city Community Development
Agency.

Before the meeting, both sides
had expressed willingness to ne-
gotiate. But Barry said he was
only prepared to grant “token"
changes in the plans, while Hine
said he was looking for ‘‘sub-
stantial”” reductions in height
and density.

“I'm willing to make token
concessions, so that the group
gets a little something — but
nothing major,” Barry said.

Barry said his plans call for a
density not much above the av-
erage for the city, and much
lower than other projects such
as Columbian Towers, a sub-
sidized building also developed
by Barry that sits adjacent to
the Observer Highway site. He
added that to substantially re-

Please see OBSERVER Page 18
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City Hall

unanimous in concluding that
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HOBOKEN DEVELOPER

Dell’Aquila has big plans for waterfront

Vast rebuilding would create office space and indoor mall

By JUDY TEMES
Business Writer

HOBOKEN—If developer An-
thony Dell’Aquila has his way,
the city’s northern waterfront
would be transformed into an of-
fice, retail and industrial com-
plex, but the garment industry
millionaire’s plan includes no
new construction — at Jeast not
in the first phase.

Dell’Aquila has submitted a
F‘elimimry proposal to the

lanning Board for the 94-acre-
site which spans the northeast
edge of the city from the former
Bethlehem Shipyards on 12th
Street to the sprawling Standard
Brands building on 14th Street.

Outside the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey
piers, it remains the largest un-
developed tract in the city sit-

ting on what many consider one
of the most prime pieces of real
estate on the entire East Coast.

The plan calls for a 100,000
square-foot supermarket, some-
thing officials have said the city
desperately needs. It also calls
for the transformation of a
38,000-square-foot machine shop
on the Bethlehem Steel shipyard
site into a retail mall.

The two-story brick structure
stretches along Hudson Street
from 12th to 13th streets. Frank
Leanza, a Hackensack attorney
who represents Dell’'Aquila,
said the structure will be reno-
vated to look like Manhattan's
South Street Seaport. It will con-
tain small, upscale shops, he

said.

He said Dell'Aquila has met
with several supermarket exec-
utives and many appear to be in-
terested in locating to the river-
front property. But Leanza
declined to disclose any names.

Dell’Aquila plans to retain the
Standards Brands building as
industrial space. The structure
houses several of his own gar-
ment companies and dozens of
related firms employing several
hundred people. “‘Since it is oc-
cupied, we are limited in what
we can do with it,” Leanza said.

Dell’Aquila plans to maintain
some smaller buildings on the
shipyard site for industry, but
according to Leanza, there will

be a natural boundary between
the office and retail space and
the industrial areas.

Also on the shipyard site,
Dell’'Aquila wants to add about
143,000 square feet of offices.
Combined with the currently
standing Franklin Baker build-
ing at 1501 Park Avenue, the site
will contain 343,000 square feet
of offices.

The office space on the ship-
yard site will be in a brick struc-
ture that rises about eight to 12
stories high. The first floor of
the block will be left for retail
Space, to create a waterfront
mall effect, he said.

The proposal has drawn
mixed reaction from city offi-

cials, One segment of the plan —
which calls for more than 1,800
parking spaces — is sure to face
some opposition. City officials
have opposed using waterfront
land for parking because it gen-
erates congestion.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said
he was disappointed that there
are no concrete renovation
plans for the Standard Brands
building, which he called an eye-
sore. But he said the whole pro-
posal must be considered seri-
ously.

“‘At this point, any plan that
will expand the city’s tax base
should be looked upon in a posi-
tive light,” he said. But he

stressed that access and egress
from the site must be carefully
addressed.

Leanza could not say how
much the entire project will
cost. Some of the renovation
work, he said, will be borné by
tenants. ‘

It is only the second phase of
the project that calls for new
construction. This phase, about
five years down the road, would
add luxury housing to project
and new office space. This part
of the project will be built on
five conerete piers which now
jut into the Hudson River.

The last phase of the plan
calls for the construction of ma-
jor parking facilities on the site,
for use of the on-site tenants and
the city as well, Leanza said.

Jomes Lanzetti
Cith Hall philosopher

-m;agve of City H

By Patricia Scott )
- :
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ter a forty-year ¢

should never eat fried pota-
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Jamés Lanzetti never
misses a day at Hoboken City
Hall.

Impeccably dressed in a
short-sleeved blue shirt and
matching tie, Lanzetti is a
lively fixture of the Hall’s sec-
ond floor.

From early morning until
doors close at 4 p.m., he dish-
es out advice, helps Hispanic
residents with their immigra-
tion problems, chats fluently
in a number of Italian dia-
lects — and generally com-
mands the volatile show from
his favorite hallway bench.

Never mind that Lanzetti
is actually retired, that his
“official” stint as Hoboken's
Italian translator and court

mind that Lanzettl is 92 years
old.

He isn't thinking about it.

“I got all my own teeth, all
my own hair and a firm hand-
shake grip,” he says, demon-
strating his iron grasp. "I feel
good and I take care of myself,
so that's everything. Good
health is the pearl of your
life. 1 know all the secrets
about how to take care of
yourself.”

One secret is eating three
square meals a day, ailways at
the same time.

“This theory works be-
cause body counts on it,”
Lanzetti explains. “Nature, as
we know, is a great mystery.”

Imported beer is evil be-
cause of “all the salt the Euro-
peans put in it” and one

toes in a restaurant.

“At home, eat them al-
ways,” he says. “But in a res-
taurant, never. They make
them hot with fat.”

An upset stomach is best
calmed by camomile tea with
sugar, and a big dish of plain
spaghetti with butter “paves
the way for a new lining on
your stomach and then you
can start eating again.”

Half a glass of wine a day
and two nips of brandy are
essential, but only if con-
sumed in order.

“Drinking alcohol in the
morning is lead, in the after-
noon it is silver and in the
evening it is gold,” Lanzetti
explains.

See SAGE — Page 9.

still Iively at 92 Proverbs compiled

er. Never

over half-century

Here is a sampling of James Lanzetti’s 1,300-plus prov-
erbs gathered over a 50-year period:

e A peasant has rough shoes, but a sharp mind.

e Write insults in dust, but goodness in marble,

e A greedy person lives miserably, so to die wealthy,

e A hypocrite is worse than a devil. ‘

e A chimney full of smoke and a scolding wife are two

bad companions.

e A person without a home is like a bird without a nest.
@ Architecture is frozen music.
® Conduct is the mirrorw where each one shows his

image.

® A house without a woman is a ship without a rudder,
e Even the liver of a fly is substance.

® There is many a good person under a shabby hat,

® We are born from a woman and we die for a woman,
¢ The tongue of a fool is long enough to cut his own

threat.

e It may be quieter to sleep alone, but not warmer.
® A pack of cards is the Book of Prayers to the devil,

interpreter ended in 1979 af-

Continued from Page 1

That proverb is just one of
1,300 sayings Lanzetti has been
collecting and cataloguing for
more than 50 years. Xeroxed
copies of his collected works
are available in both English
and Italian at City Hall. He's
happy to share them with the
public.

Lanzetti bégan life in 1896,
when his parents, unable to
care for him, left him at Man-
hattan's New York Foundling
Hospital.

When James turned 2, a
childless couple from Salerno,
Italy, named Aniello and Cath-
erine Lanzetti adopted him
and brought him to Hoboken,
where he grew up and attended
Public School 8. He left school
at age 13 and went to work in
various shops, including a stint
at the now-defunct Ferguson
Brothers Factory on Monroe
Street

“I'm 92 and I've been in
Hoboken 90 years,” he says. “I
love it here.”

By the mid-1930s, Lanzetti's

aptitude for picking up lan-
guages and dialects was well-
known and he became City
Hall's official court interpreter
and translator, helping thou-
.sands of newly arriving Italians
with the red tape. -
. “Everyone told'them, ‘Go
see Lanzetti’,” he recalls. “Any-
one who had a problem and
couldn't spreak English came
to me. I helped all of them; I'm
very compassionate. Without
compassion, you are nothing.
Every man is special. 1 helped:-
every man equally.”

His work went beyond the
‘bounds of Hoboken, however.
Recommended by Mayor Ber-
nard N. McFeeley in the late
1930s, Lanzetti was chosen to
be the clerk for claims at the
U.S. House of Representatives
in Washington, D.C.

He commuted to Washing-
ton weekly to handle personal
claims and correspondence for
the House. He was also active
from 1942 to 1945 with the
House UnAmerican Activities
Committee.

But Lanzetti's interests

= still lively at 92

weren't all political. “I man-
aged the greatest singer of the
time, the famous Carlo Buti,”
remembers Lanzetti.

“Everyone called him the
Italian Bing Crosby. He was
bigger than Bing Crosby even.
He played all the best places
The Hoboken Rialto, every
place.”

“I made him so famous that
he was more famous here than
even in Italy,” Lanzetti says.
“Everyone loved how he could
sing.”

Throughout the '30s and
'40s, Lanzetti was Italian corre-
spondent for the weekly Il
Progresso newspaper; a job
that gave him perks such as
nightly free tickets to the Met-
ropolitan Opera House.

“I saw all the very best —
Toscanini directing Caruso.
Nobody who sings today has
the range and the power they
had.

“Pavarotti is too Northern
Italian and too educated. Only
a Southern Italian™h&$ the nec-
essary heart. Only a Southern-
er can sing with true passion!”

Lanzetti was also a boxing
champ in the 1920s. In 1922, at
the age of 26, he was named
New York City’'s Champion
Tango dancer.
~ “I'll never forget that night,
it was in the Roseland Dance
Hall. 1 won a big gold statue
that was this big,” he recalls,
arms widening into an arc.

~ “Icouldn’t even lift it. They
said I was the best tango danc-
er ever in the city. New York in
the 1920s was wonderful. It was
S0 musical and I loved music, I
was busy every night.”

He married his first wife,
Mary, in the 1920s and the
union lasted until her death 30
years later,

He remarried — to another
woman named Mary — in the
1950s and that marriage also
lasted 30 years.

His second wife passed
away in 1986, and Lanzetti says
he Q})e‘sn‘t plan to wed again.

I'm not thinking about it.”

he admits. “But life is a great
Secret. Who knows about
anything?”
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By Jo-Ann Moeriarty

Henry Wurtz put it this
way I came to Hoboken 10
(‘n

And now the
man. who owns the narrowest
house in Hoboken, fears the
new value assigned to his
three-story house on Sixth
Street will make it difficult for
him to remain in the city

Wurtz was one of 100 peo-
ple who filed into the office of
Real Property Appraisers on
Tuesday to question the meth-
ods the private firm used to
assess their properties

Joseph Pizzoli, who man
aged the Hoboken revaluation
for RPA. said the office sched-
ules 100 appointments daily
and is booked into next week
Pizzoli and three other ap-
praisers have been seeing resi-
dents from 10 am. to 7 p.m.

Some of the homeowners
made appointments to have
houses re-examined, a process
that will continue into April

Pizzoli is confident that
City Tax Assessor Woodrow
Monte will accept his compa-
ny's work.

But Monte maintained yes-
terday that he will make that
determination after the re-ex-
aminations are completed.

“The city cannot stand an-
other year without revalua-
tion,” Monte said, adding “you
will never find Utopia, you will
never find a panacea.”

It is no secret what Wurtz
thinks about the new value as-
signed to his 10-foot-wide
house, at 160 Sixth St.

A sign outside the home
reads, “The narrowest house in
Hoboken. $212.200. Laughable

"

59-year-old

When Manhattan rents be-
gan escalating about 10 years
ago, Wurtz, then 49, decided to
buy a home of his own. Not able
to afford Manhattan, Wurtz vis-
ited Hoboken and found he
“liked the ambiance.” He paid
$42.000 for the three-story,
1,000-square-foot structure.

“I love my block. Everyone
has got their own troubles.
They mind their own business,
but when you have real trou-
ble, they are there,” he said.

With the new assessed val-
ue of his modest home, Wurtz
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said his taxes, based on a rate
of $20 per $1.000 valuation.
would increase by mearly
$3.000

“This place might go for
$80.000,” Wurtz said

Most homeowners who
streamed out of the RPA tem-
porary offices in the Citadel
building on Seventh Street
were lifelong residents who
have no intention of selling

Values on their_houses in-
creased by an average of 15
times

Homeowners who rent
apartments in their brown-
stones must decide whether to
increase rents for tenants and
agonize over their tenants
ability to afford dramatiec
Increases.

“My nicest tenant is a sin-
gle mother with two children.
She can’t afford any more,”
said a woman from Hudson
Street who said her property
taxes could increase by $3,000
to $9,000, depending on the tax
rate set by the city.

Lugo Ceferini, whose
building at 87 Garden St. con-
tains five apartments and a
storefront, is concerned that
the new value attached to his
property — which he bought for
$50,000 five years ago — will
mean the end of affordable
housing for some low-income
families.

Ceferini said he rents his
units at less than $400 a month.

But with a new assessed
value of $480,000, Ceferino
said, “I cannot afford that. 1
will have to pack my suitcase
and leave the city.” ’

A Willow Terrace resident
said that of the 32 houses that
line the two-street court, about
25 are owned by widowed se-
nior citizens. With the revalua-
tion, their taxes are expected
to double and several women
commented that they can af-
ford only modest tax increases.

Only one family of the doz-
en interviewed said they would
sell if they were offered what
Real Property says their house
is worth.

Richard Schubring, who
lives at 35 Willow Terrace with
his wife, Liz, and two children,
said his single-family house in-
creased in value from $20,000
to $165,000.

Photo by Steve Golecki

_ Frank Guarini, right, assures three of the six Filipino
:c.:us otn St. Mary Hosgpiml, Hoboken, that he will work to
keep them in the United States.

Six Filipino nurses
b 5

316 -%F

face deportation

By Patricia Scott

Their five-year visas are
expiring beginning in June.

Henry Wurtz reacted to Hoboken's revaluation by raisi

Photo by Ed Peters

a sign

in front of his house: $212,200 — Narrowest House In Town —

Laughable!!!

Six Filipino nurses
face deportation

Continued from Page 1 | :
Capparucci, hospital spokes-
ma‘:r “We're doing everythmg
possible to keep them with us,
said.
" ';here are 2,500 full-time
registered nurse vacancies in
New Jersey, Capparucci said.
Capparucci has been \yo_rk-
ing with Rep. Frank Guarini to
try to have the visas extended,
but so far nothing concrete has
come out of negotiations.
Guarini yesterday ynsnted
the nurses at the hospital to
voice his support. :
The congressman, noting
the severe shortage of nurses
nationally, pointed out that
New Jersey's registered nurse
vacancy rate of 17 percent is
higher than the 13 percent na-
tional average.

Guarini said it would be a
shame for the nurses to have to
go home, spend a year away
from their jobs and then reap-
ply to return for five years.

Under federal immigration
statutes, a foreign-born tempo-
rary resident can have a visa
extended to six years if proqf
can be shown that the person's
employer desperately needs
his services.

Guarini said the current se-
vere shortage should warrant
the emergency status. _

He's appealed the denial, a
process that will take 18 days.

If that fails, he said, he will
introduce legislation to keep
the nurses in the United States.

Capparucci said St Mary
Hospital has a total of 250 regis-
tered and licensed nurses.

-
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Hoboken eyes
offer onrents
for landlords

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—In an effort to
drive down some property valu
ations, city officials are con
sidering making an offer to
owners of multi-unit dwellings

Tell the revaluation compan)
what you charge for rent, and no
one will use the information to
force you to re~:*ce those prices

The move, still in the planning
stages, is aimed at convincing
landlords to file accurate rent
information, even if the landlord
is breaking current rent-control
laws and fears retribution
While its proponents say the
idea will result in lower valu
ations and eventually lower
rents, rent-leveling officials
charge that the plan would im
properly protect law breakers

Valuation of such properties
— which determines how much
real estate tax the owner must
pay — is based on a formula in
volving rent levels. But if the
owner fails to tell how much he's
getting in rent money, the re
valuation firm is forced to base
the valuation on sales of com-
parable properties — which re-
sults in a much higher valuation.

“I think it's the best way to get
the whole city to file information
on who is living in those build-
ings,”” Councilman Frank
“Pupi”’ Raia said. He estimated
that some valuations would de-
crease 30 to 40 percent after
their owners provided rent in-
formation to the revaluation
firm.

The plan is being devised by
Raia and Councilman David
Roberts, who met this week with
Real Propertv Appraisers, a lo-

{ir chniarge of revalua
project manager for the
Joseph Pizzoli, told the
’’’’’’ that many buliding
had failed to provide
rent niormation ind so re
ceived higher-than-necessary
valuation
The council members plan
enraged members of the city’s
Rent Leveling Board, which is
charged with hearing tenants
rent complaints. Ira Karasick
vice chairman of the board and
the city’s tenant advo ate
called the plan “outrageous
The rent control board could
and should use such informa
tion,” Karasick said [his

would kill rent control

He said the officials behind the
idea “‘are trying to hide the fact
the landlords are charging over
priced rents. I don’t see why the
city should be so sympathetic,”

Karasick said the plan would
hurt landlords who have been
abiding by city rent-control
laws. ““Who gets hurt? The peo-
ple who have been complying
They'll feel like schmucks,”
Karasick said.

But Raia said that the plan
would prevent rent increases
that would result from hikes in
landlords’ taxes.

“If the tenants in the buildings
don’t get this, they're rents are
going to get raised more,”” Raia
said

Raia and Roberts both
stressed that the plar is still
being investigated by the Law
Department to discover possible
conflicts. Raia said he did not
know if the plan would be ready
for introduction at next week's
council meeting.

The phantom

frat voters
T, H)’ 32597

One thing Hoboken doesn't need
is another sleazy voter scandal —
but that's what looks like it will get
as a result of six phantom voters in
last year's May and November
elections.

Several Stevens Institute of
Technology students had been regis-
tered to vote from a fraternity house
in the Sixth Ward and votes were
cast in their name — but all had
graduated and moved away. Some-
one else, apparently, voted for them.'

This follows the guilty plea of a
Hoboken woman poll worker, who
admitted to voting twice in each of
six city elections, once under her
maiden name and once using her
married name.

Voting practices like that are
bad enough in the annals of Hudson
County politieal lore. The stench of
such practices is disgusting in the
1980s. '

The decisions that local elected
leaders have to make are too signifi-.
cant, and the need to maintain re-
spect for the electoral proces is too
strong, to tolerate this kind of thing.

The Hudson County Board of
Elections, investigating the phan-
tom fraternity voters, should con-
duct its probe vigorously to find out
who was responsible for the outra-
geous incident. It should make sure

HOBONIR TR 3/29frg
Debate”
focusis
ethnic

Opponent assails
Hispanic hopeful

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN—Things turned
ugly in the Board of Education
campaign at a debate last night,
where one candidate attacked
another for not speaking clearly,
presumably because of a Puerto
Rican accent

Independent candidate
Margaret O'Brien, a school
crossing guard and a parent ac-
tivist, made the comment as she
tried to tie candidate Felix Riv-
gra to last year's reform slate,
the Committee for Quality
Education.

“CQE is Felix Rivera, who
you can’t understand when he
talks,” O’Brien said

Many in the crowd of about 30
began to hiss and boo O'Brien’s
remark, as she struggled to ex-
plain that she “only meant his
ideas."”’

“That stinks!" one audience
member hollered.

After the debate, Rivera — a
Puerto Rican native who moved
here more than 25 years ago —
said it was an attempt to dis-
suade him from his strident at-
tacks on the school board, made
earlier in the evening. ““The
truth hurts,” Rivera said.

The debate, held at the Multi-
Service Center at 124 Grand St.,
was attended by only six of the
12 candidates running for the
three seats. The election is set
for next Tuesday.

The debate featured other
sharp exchanges, as the only in-
cumbent in the race, Perry
Belfiore, joined O’Brien in
criticizing the three candidates
of the Coalition for Better
Schools and Lower Taxes, of
which Rivera is a member.

Belfiore and O'Brien charged
that the coalition candidates
have been too negative in their
criticisms of the district, which
Belfiore asserted was ‘‘better
than you think.”

The coalition candidates -
Rivera, Gerard Costa and Vi-
vian Flora Distaso -~ attacked
what they called patronage and
poor performance in the district.

“The school system is failing,
and continues to do what it’'s
supposed to do," Rivera said.

Independent Mary Gaspar
also attacked past board prac-
tices, but asserted that district
schools do as good a job as most
private schools in providing a
quality education.

The district is fighting to re-
gain state certification and es-
cape Level III monitoring. The
district fell to Level III — two
steps short of a state takeover —
in 1985 because of low test
scores. Board administrators
have drafted a plan to respond to
the state Level III report, which
was released last year.

If the board’s proposed $27 3
million budget is passed, the dis-
trict’s annual cost-per-pupil will
be — at more than $7,000 — one
of the highest in the state

The nursing shortage at S_t.
Mary Hospital in Hoboken is
about to become more critical.

The visa extension applica-
tions of six of the hospital's
registered nurses have been

ied.
d”'l‘ho six nurses will _be
forced to return to the Philip-
pines next month iftheir exten-
sion requests are not grunlod.

Hospital officials said
some patient beds may have to
be closed if the hospital loses
the six nurses.

The nurses, who have been
at the 330-bed hospital be-
tween three and eight years,
applied last November for visa
extensions.

Negotiations between Hoboken
officials and residents contesting
plans to build three, 17-story towers
on Observer Highway have broken off,
and the next time the parties meet
may be in court.

The city was attempting to strike
an agreement with the residents after
they successfully killed the project
two weeks ago when a judge ruled in
their favor and invalidated the ordi-
nances governing the housing
development.

Superior Court Judge Maurice

By Jo-Ann Moriarty 7 ~30 _% g

and the only option they have if
they are deported is to apply
for another five-year visa to the
United States after spending a
full year back in the
Philippines.

The nurses learned yester-
day that their requests for an
extension have been denied by
the National Immigration and
Naturalization Services.

The nurses are Luis Delar-
ment. Ofelia Miranda, Bella
Bagnas, Portia De Las Rayes,
Antoinette Lysett Cruz and
Imelda Emata Albuladora.

«Jt would be a real trage(jy
to lose these people,” said Ed

See SIX — Page 7.

Gallipoli threw out the ur(linun(-g be-
cause he found Councilman Steve
Cappiello was in conflict of interest
when he voted on the plan last fall
because he owns property within 200
feet of the development site.

The City Council subsequently
voted last week — without Cappiello
— to re-ratify the ordinance. The
Council will consider the develop-
ment plan for final approval April 6.

Ronald Hine, the residents
spokesman, is not threatening court
action. But he says attempts earlier
this week to privately negotiate an
agreement went no w here.

Hoboken rja_cords probed

LS

By Jo-Ann Moriarty 3 ! a

The Hudson County prosec-
tor is looking into Hoboken city
records kept by the city tax
assessor, the assessor con-
firmed yesterday.

But Assessor Woodrow
Monte said he does not know
why.

Representatives of the
prosecutor removed records
from the tax assessor's office
Friday and returned them
Monday afternoon, Monte said.

Observer Highway negot

“We'll see how things go. We won
on one complaint and still have ot_l)er
valid reasons to go back to court.

Developer Joseph Barry,
wants to build 450 housing units m.thc
three-block area near Observer High-
way between Bloomfield Street and
Willow Avenue, agreed that a compro-

mise appears impossible.

“] don’t see any room. I made a
token reduction in height and minor
alterations of density,” Barry said, HO
claimed he can only cut two stories
and still keep the project financially

feasible.

“8’8’:: civil suit of making an illegal

Monte has been accused in

agreement with a city landlord,
but said he did not know why
the prosecutor was looking at
records kept by his office.
Prosecutor Paul DePascale
was unavailable for comment
But DePascale has said
that he received written notice
from Superior Court Judge
Robert Tarleton that criminal
accusations about Monte had

See HOBOKEN — Page 14, votes.,

The residents group wants to see
the project scaled down.

Meanwhile, interim Mayor Pat-
rick Pasculli Tuesday accused the res-
idents of jeopardizing the entire pro-
posal, which could mean a loss of $4.7
million in revenue to Hoboken.

Unless the city-owned lots Barry
needs to build the units are sold to
him by June 30, the $4.7 million the
city will receive from the sale cannot
be used as revenue to reduce the
municipal budget this fiscal year.

Also, Barry is committed to a Sep-
{ember construction start or he may
forfeit a $3 million HUD grant.

who

information is forwarded to the
Hudson County prosecutor’s office
in a timely and proper manner.

It also is smart to investigate
whether other former students no
longer living in the city are still on
the rolls. Now is the time to straight-
en out the situation, rather than
waiting for the next election.

Meanwhile, Hoboken politicians
should make sure everyone working
for them knows that they will toler-
ate no illegal “shortcuts” to more

ations break off

if the council votes final passage
for the ordinance next week. Hine
said the residents group may go back
to Superior Court on other issues.

The residents might try to make a
case that the development plan is ar-
bitrary and capricious. They also have
claimed that seven of the nine council
members violated the Open Meeting
Law by considering the plan during a
boat ride hosted by Barry

And they say that the plan was
changed substantially without public
notice.

Barry said that he is willing to
gamble and have the plan proceed

Hoboken records probed |

Continued from Page 1

heen made in his court. The
prosecutor said at the time that
his office would investigate
whether Monte « illegally re-
duced the assessment of a con-
dominium complex in ex-
change for favors from a
landlord.

Monte said he was not told
which records the prosecutor’s
representatives had removed
but that he believed the docu-
ments were current assessment
records

The prosecutor's examina-
tion of the assessor’s records
came to light when a Hoboken
woman complained that she
was unable to look at her re-
cords at City Hall

The woman said City Hall
employvees told her the prose-
cutor had the records and that
she would have to come back
later

It was last month that the
was accused in a civil court suit
of making an illegal agreement
with a city landlord.

The defendant, James Se-
verino — who owns condos at
1000 Hudson St. — in respond-
ing to a civil suit against him
accused Monte of making an
illegal deal with his father,
Pasquale Severino.

According to papers filed
in Superior Court by the youn-
ger Severino, Monte allegedly
promised to reduce the assess-
ment of a Hudson Street condo-
minium in exchange for having
an option to buy a unit in the
complex at a reduced price.

Monte's son, Dennis, filed
suit against the younger Sever-
ino because he charged that
Severino reneged on a contract
to sell the condo for $530,000.

According to legal briels,
the younger Monte signed a
contract to buy a condo and
sent the contract along with a
$6.000 deposit to the younger
Severino.

The younger Monte then
brought suit against Severino
because he did not convey title
but retained the deposit.




Council’s vote
puts project
back on track

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

The Hoboken City Council cleared the first legal
hurdle last night to revive the Observer Highway
redevelopment plan, stalled by a Superior Court

judge who last week ruled it
invalid because of a conflict of
interest by Councilman Steve
Cappiello

Five council members
unanimously approved the first
reading of the ordinance gov-
erning the redevelopment
plan, which calls for construc-
tion of 450 housing units in a
three-block area near Observer
Highway between Bloomfield
Street and Willow Avenue

The ordinance will receive
its second reading April 6.

Superior Court Judge Mau-
rice Gallipoli killed the ordi-
nance designating the redevel-
opment area because
Cappiello voted on the mea-
sure even though he owns prop-
erty within 200 feet of the pro-
posed development.

Voting to re-ratify the plan
were Thomas W. Newman, Jo-
seph Della Fave, Edwin Duroy,
David Roberts and E. Norman
Wilson.

Interim Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli, lobbying for passage, told
the council that speedy action
was needed to protect a $3 mil-
lion Urban Development Ac-
tion Grant given the project on
condition that construction be-
gins by September.

The federal grant approved
by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development will
go to the developer of Observer
Highway, Joseph Barry, who is
committed to including 115
housing units for low- and mod-
erate-income families.

Under federal regulations,
Barry will repay the $3 million-
grant to the city. Pasculli said
the city also stands to lose $4.7
million from Barry for the sale
of city-owned lots for the

project. .

Meanwhile, Barry will
meet with city officials and
Downtown Residents for Sane
Development to try to strike a
compromise with the residents
on the height and density of the
project.

Ronald Hine, who spear-
heads the residents’ group,
said that residents object to
plans for three, 17-story towers.

“Jdeally, we want five sto-
ries, but we are not going to get
that,” Hine said. 3

They will meet Monday in
City Hall.

| HOBOKEN LAMENTS MOVE

|

By JUDY TEMES
S1aff Writer

HOBOKEN—Anna Murolo has
been coming to the ShopRite on
Washington Street every Friday
night for 14 years. Last night
was her last visit, but she found
no bargains

The supermarket, patronized
by more than 20,000 regular cus-
tomers, is expected to close its
doors to the public at 10 tonight,
after more than 19 years of ser-
vice

Its owner, Singer ShopRite Su-
permarkets of North Bergen,
has closed a deal to sell the
30,000-square-foot market to
West Bank Construction Co.,
which plans to build a $57 million
mixed-use project conlaining
288 condominium units on the
site. West Bank has been under

contract to buy the wvaluable
property

It missed the last closing date
of Jan. 1, but finally signed on
the deal three weeks ago

Although employees were
starting to pack up merchan
dise, there was no closeout sale
last night

The supermarket will be
missed by many neighborhood
residents, most of them elderly
people who live in the nearby
Marion Towers

“It’s going to hurt a lot of sen-
jor citizens,’ said Hector Lopez,
who drove his mother to the
market yesterday for the last
time

“What are we going to do with
more condos?” Lopez asked.
“We got too many as it is, and

they’re not even selling.”

3/2¢/57 HD

ShopRite departs after 19 years

“I'm very sorry lo see it go
said Maureen Fearon, anothe
city resident who has been com
ing here as long as she can pe-
member. “This 15 going o be
come another block that's un-
touchable to the residents

The departure of ShopRite
leaves only two supermarkets in
the city, which was hurting for
more even before the closing
The other two are both Food
towns located in the center of the
city on blocks not accessihle by
public transportation. City of-
ficials are still searching for a
replacement for the departed
ShopRite. Developer Anthony |
Dell’Aquila has proposed 1o
build a supermarket on the
northern end of the city on the
former Bethiehem Shipyards
site

“«
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Prosecutor wants
appraiser’s records

Continued from Page )
day and returned them Monday
afternoon.

Monte said Tuesday he did
not know why the records were
requested or which documents
were removed.

Last month, in a civil court
suit,_ Monte was accused of
making an illegal agreement
with a Hoboken landlord.

The accusation against
Monte surfaced when a defen-
dant in a civil suit, James Se-
verino, was responding to
charges.

Monte's son, Dennis, sued
Jamcs S(‘V(‘I'ln()‘ WhO owns con-
dos at 1000 Hudson St., for re-
neging on the sale of a condo-
minium and for keeping a
$6,000 deposit for the unit.

Severino, in responding to

Prosecuto

r

the civil suit, accused Woodrow
Mpnle of making an illegal deal
with his father, Pasquale
Severino.
Monte has denied those al-
legations.
_ According to legal briefs
filed in Superior Court by the
defendant, Woodrow Monte
and Pasquale Severino agreed
that Monte would reduce the
assessment of the condo com-
plex if the elder Severino sold
him a unit at a reduced price.
Accordiqg to court papers,
the younger Monte signed a
contract to buy a condo and
sent the contract and a $6,000
deposit to the younger
Severino.
The younger Monte
brought suit against Severino
when he did not convey title,
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appraiser’s records

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

The Hudson County prose-
cutor has requested records
from Real Properties Apprais-
ers, the eompany conducting

‘"Hoboken'’s revaluation, accord-

ing to a law enforcement
source close to the ongoing in-
vestigation of Tax Assessor
Woodrow Monte.

The prosecutor’s office has
examined records kept by Mon-
te and has requested addition-
al records from RPA, the
source said yesterday.

The prosecutor is looking
into charges that Monte may
have illegally reduced the as-
sessment of a condominium

.complex in exchange for favors

from a landlord, according to
the law enforcement source,

There is a connection be-
tween the prosecutor probing
whether Monte agreed to re-
duce the assessment of a Hud-
son Street property and the
prosecutor’s request for the tax
assessor’s records, the source
confirmed.

Monte, contacted at his
home last night, declined
comment.

Joseph Pizzoli, who is man-
aging Hoboken's revaluation
for RPA, didn't return tele-
phone calls yesterday.

The confirmation from the
law enforcement source comes
one day after Monte acknowl-
edged that representatives of
the prosecutor had removed re-
cords from his office last Fri-

See PROSECUTOR Page i9.

Appraisers will re-examine
questioned assessments

o i 2

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Hoboken property owners
who disagree with their new
assessments can still make ap-
pointments with Real Proper-
ties Appraisers for re-
examinations.

Joseph Pizzoli, who man-
aged Hoboken's revaluation for
RPA, made the announcement
yesterday in City Hall with
Councilmen David Roberts and
Frank Raia.

Pizzoli said that RPA has
been scheduling about 100 ap-
pointments daily with property
owners.d

After those individual con-
ferences, residents can request
RPA workers do on-site exami-
nations of their properties.

Those re-examination ap-
pointments are already sched-

R~ 30-%%

uled into next week, Pizzoli
said.He added that he was will-
ing to continue the scheduling.

Both Roberts and Raia re-

layed to Pizzoli that owners of

multi-unit dwellings are com-
plaining that their properties
were overassessed.

“You should have been
conservative to make sure you
did not overvalue,” Roberts
told Pizzoli.

But Pizzoli said many of

those property owners refused
to disclose the amount of in-
come they received from rent-
als. Without that information,
the appraisers had to estimate
the rental income.

“They took a chance,” Piz-
zoli said, adding that he cannot
adjust the assessed value un-
less property owners give his
office their rental data.

Roberts, contacted later in
the day, advised multi-unit
property owners complete
their cards requested by RPA
concerning rental income.
Roberts added that that infor-
mation will not be shared with
other city agencies.

Roberts, chairman of the
Council subcommittee on re-
valuation, questioned Pizzoli
on why waterfront properties
were not assessed at their
greatest value.

Pizzoli said those proper-
ties were assessed at their cur-
rent use, not potential
development.

Roberts said it is impera-
tive that the city move quickly
in rezoning the waterfront
property so that property there
can be assessed at the greatest
value.

Nurses on visas fight to keep jobs

By Patricia Scott J.J 3~';? William Tillman, deputy
director of the New Jersey of-
fice of the Immigration and

The national nursing short-
age is not reason enough to
warrant visa extensions for for-
eign-born nurses who want to
work in United States hospi-
tals, a federal official said.

That news does not bode
well for seven Filipino nurses
at St. Mary Hospital, Hoboken,
who are fighting with the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Ser-
vice to stay in this country and
in their jobs as registered
nurses on the night shift.

Final
% 'S

By Jim Kopchains

Just one week before the
Hoboken Board of Education
elections, the two slates have
hardened their positions on
the operation of the school
district.

Last night, the candidates,
in their last public debate pri-
or to Tuesday's election, voiced
opposing views of the school
system.

The three candidates run-
ning under the ticket “Commit-
tee for Better Schools and Low-
er Taxes” maintained a bleak
assessment of the school sys
tem throughout the debate. The
only incumbent running, Perry
Belfiore, and an allied candi

Naturalization Service (INS)
said yesterday the nursing
shortage does not merit exten-
sions for medical professionals
in the United States on work
visas.

“The nursing shortage is so
widespread and so generalized
that at this point INS just can-
not grant extensions (o persons
for that reason,” said Tillman.

“Just because there is a
shortage of nurses doesn't mer-

it the extension,” Tillman said.

The St. Mary nurses, who
have been in America between
three and eight ycars, learned
Friday that their requests to
the INS for one-year exten-
sions on their expiring five-
year temporary visas have
been denied.

They filed appeals yester-
day with INS’s Regional Adju-
dication Center in Burlington,
Vt., where the denial decision
was made.

The nurses had filed appli-
cations in November asking

that their visas be extended
one more year, citing INS stat-
ute 8-CFR-214.2-9H as support
for their request.

That provision states that a
sixth-year may be granted if
the alien can prove his depor-
tation would place “an extreme
hardship” on his employer —
in this case, St. Mary Hospital,
which is trying to cope with a
shortage of both registered and
practical nurses.

At St. Mary, some patient

See NURSES — Page 7.
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harden their stances

date, Margaret O'Brien, main-
tained that the situation is a lot
brighter than had been
pictured.

The debate was sponsored
by the First Ward Block Associ-
ation at the Multi-Service Cen-
ter. About 40 people heard six
of the eight candidates debate.

The candidates were ham-
pered by the structure of the
debate which permitted them
only one minute to answer au-

dience questions. Dan Cohen,
president of the block associa-
tion and monitor, strictly en-
forced the one-minute limit.

Committee candidate Vivi-
an Flora-Distaso said that if
s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>