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From the moment that Col. D I:S ﬂ,rcé

John Stevens bought

Hudson County: Then and Now

Hoboken

[sland in 1784 for $90,000, he
hoped and worked for the de-
velopment of his real estate hold-
ings. To Stevens’ way of thinking,
Hoboken, with its commanding

position on the

Hudson River,

just across from Manhattan, was

well-suited to residential and

commercial development.
Stevens took over the manage-

ervice

aided Hoboken’s
7//e/ 2o .4 o,

ro’yvth

The landlord of a Hobo-
ken apartment building yes
terday was fined $1,700 in
Hoboken Muncipal Court
and sentenced to 14 days in
the Hudson County jail for
violations concerning his
five-story tenement

Daniel Makhoul of Sad-
dle Brook, owner of the 18-

all of whom have

Red Cross

“Hopefully, this
be settled soon
tant City

against Makhoul
Makhoul was

:E /[, .are searching for better
k//ﬁjb'housnng for the tenants of
- the 11 occupied apartments
refused
lodging from the American

will all
said Assis
Attorney Corinne
Mullen, who argued the case

found
guilty of allowing raw sew

ment of the Hoboken ferry and
greatly improved its service. He
first introduced team boats —
ferries propelled by teams of
mules turning a treadmill con-
nected to a paddlewheel — and
then steam ferries.

The reliability of these means
of propulsion enabled Stevens to
publish and maintain a conve-
nient schedule for his ferry. The
reliability of the ferry service, in
turn, encouraged members of the
professional and merchant
classes of New York to move their
residences to Hoboken, while
maintaining their businesses
across the Hudson.

Reliable transportation to
Hoboken from New York also

encouraged  development of

Bsix.

The Hamburg American piers, left, were the backbone of Hoboken's thriving economy in 1910. Today, right, they await demolition.

Elysian Fields, a landscaped

Stevens died on March 6, 1838,

The two German lines helped

Hoboken Pier Fire began in some

unit building at 600 Monroe
St has 20 days to appeal the
decison before having to
serve the jail sentence. Ho-
boken officials, meanwhile,

age to flow into the build-
ing's basement and onto the
sidewalk, failing to supply
hot water to residents, fail-
Ing to rent vacant apart-

Hoboken landlord is fined,
given 14-day jail sentence

™~ F By Robert Hardt Jr.j
. Journal staff writer

ments, and maintaining a

nulisance
The city will have Mak-

court next

determine

houl back In
Thursday to
whethe should have to
pay to upgrade the building
to meet state and city
standard
! has re
overwhelmingly neg-
ative reviews by state and
city inspectors in the last
two years

Makhoul, who also owns:+
a restaurant in Englewood,
has been landlord at 600
Monroe since Dec. 21, 1989.
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riverfront resort in Hoboken that
was popular among New Yorkers
for weekend and vacation
“getaways” in an era before Cen-
tral Park, Coney Island or the
Shore resorts.

at age 89. The development of
Elysian Fields and of a small, but
rather exclusive residential com-
munity not withstanding,
Stevens’ hope for commercial de-
velopment in Hoboken was un-

’
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The decline in oceangoing pass-
enger travel, and the rise of Port
Newark, however, ultimately
idled the old Hoboken piers.

In the mid-1980s, the Port
Authority of New York and New
‘Jersey proposed to replace the
abandoned piers with a water-
front development. The plan has
been the subject of much con-

troversy, and was recently de-
feated in a referendum.

The fate of the piers, scheduled
for demolition prior to the refer-
endum, is now in question. Our
modern photograph shows the
Hamburg American pier as it
appears today, awaiting demo-
lition.

Hoboken will stage its annual
River City Fair from 10 a.m. to
dusk tomorrow and Sunday on
River Road, just to the north of
the old German piers.

fulfilled at his death. Ownership
of Stevens’ real estate holdings
passed to the Hoboken Land and
Improvement Co., which was con-
trolled by Stevens’ heirs.

The company continued to
pursue residential and com-
mercial development of Hoboken.
In particular, the company was
eager to lure a portion of the
expanding, lucrative inter-
national shipping trade of the
Port of New York. For years,
oceangoing freight and passenger
facilities had been mostly limited
to the East River docks in Man-
hattan. By the middle of the 19th
century, however, such facilities
were expanding to Brooklyn and
Manhattan's Hudson River
shore.

In the late 1850s, two rival
German lines, the North German
Lloyd sailing to Southhampton,
England, and Bremen, Germany,
and the Hamburg-American
Steamship Co. with services to
Southhampton and Hamburg,

encourage a large number of Ger-
mans to settle in Hoboken, Jersey
City’s Heights section and North
Hudson.

The Netherlands-American
Steam Navigation Co., forerun-
per of the Holland American
Line, followed the German lines
into Hoboken.

The shipping lines converted
the Hoboken waterfront into a

cotton bales stored on one of the
North German Lloyd piers. The
fire quickly spread to oceanliners
docked at the pier. Aboard the
ships were passengers waiting to
embark on trips and visitors
there to wish the travelers bon
voyage. Between 200 and 400

le died.

any of Hoboken's waterfront
facilities were badly damaged
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CONRAD EGAN

beehive of activity, Facilities
such as ship repair yards, coal
piers and machine works grew
up. Hotels and restuarants open-
ed to served oceangoing
travelers. The waterfront became
the backbone of Hoboken's econ-
omy.

On June 30, 1900, the Great

photograph, circa 1910, shows
the Hamburg American Piers, as
rebuilt after the fire.

With the United States’ entry
into World War 1, the piers and
ships of the two German steam-
ship lines in Hoboken were seized
by the government. Ted Conrad’s
father bought the champagne
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Hoboken Police Officers Bob Castellano and Tom Kennedy Jr. bring
Daniel Makhoul into police headquarters yesterday.

DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPATCH
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Police nab man who skipped court

/

HOBOKEN — Police yesterday arrested Daniel Makhoul at his
Saddle Brook home after he failed to appear in court Tuesday on

charges related to a building he owns.

Makhoul — who is charged with warehousing apartments at 600

scheduled to appear in court this morning.

_ Monroe St. and discharging raw sewage from the building — is |

His wife posted a $500 bail yesterday afternoon to get Makhoul out

of jail.

When Makhoul was picked up yesterday, it marked the second time
in a week that he has been jailed here. ‘
Last Thursday, Makhoul turned himself in to police after two |

warrants were issued for his arrest. When he failed to appear in court
Tuesday, he forfeited the $200 bail his wife had posted last week. .
—~EDWARD K. SHANAHAN. l

Cermany, moved to Hoboken. that had been loaded onto one of

the German ships in preparation
for its voyage just prior to the
seizure. Conrad recalls that “it
was an awful lot of champagne,
and we thought it would last
forever, but when word got
around about Papa’s purchase,
we found that we had an awful lot
of friends who came calling and
had to be entertained with the

champagne; the whole supply w’

was drunk in less than a year.” aterfront coa’ljtio lans meeting
During the war, American men : 24

4
and material left for the Euro- HOBOKEN — The Coalition for a Better élat/erfront is sc:hedulgd tyo
pean battlefields from Hoboken. h han inforr;\fational meeting tonight on the future of the city’s
i i southern waterfront.

,ﬁ;ﬁg?&:ﬁ?ﬁg&%ﬁ The coalition, which led the vote against the city’s development
coffins agreement with the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey on

. oy 7 July 10, is putting together its own proposal for the 32 acres on the
Please see THEN Page 16 waterfront.

(Yoalition leaders are scheduled to let the public know the status of
the ongoing challenge to the election results, as well as the city
administration’s plans for the waterfront.

The coalition will also be soliciting ideas for the waterfront’s future
at tonight's meeting, which is scheduled to start at 7:30 at St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Eighth and Hudson streets.

f —~EDWARD K. SHANAHAN.

and had to be rebuilt. Our old

Hoboken school janitor-movers
in line for additional overtime

Ay ich to
& they only had the summer vacation in which
T -

move more than 5,000 items and replace the
asbestos tiles that are present in much of the

When the asbestos cleanup in Hoboken High
School is completed this month, school janitors

three-story school.
will be paid overtime to return the massive

“We didn’t have time to put moving of furni-

ture to bid. We didn’t have time to dilly dally,”
amount of furniture they moved in _July: said
school board President James Farina in an

Farina said.
interview yesterday.

Last week, Farina said that if the asbestos

removal company, TGR Corp. of l?tawrs?g.hhad
i nd district business administrator been paid to move the furniture, it wou ave \

Anﬂl::r:;m(i):rko yesterday defended spending cost $300,000. Yesterday, Farina corrected him-

$48,960 in overtime salary for 24 janitors last

month for the moving despite estimates made by

self saying that the bill would h.ave come to
$300,000 more had TGR worked with the furni-
other firms, including the asbestos removal com-
pany, that say the job could have been done for

ture in the room. TGR is being paid $631,000 for

removing 108,000 square feet of tiles, Curko said.

less The regulation compliance manager of TGR,
:‘Even if we spent a couple thousa_nd dollars

more than we should have, I still maintain that

John Fagel, last week said that his company

increases its bid by four to six percent if ithasto
sing our own janitors was the best dec’i’sion for
:lhe lgloboken schools and its students, Farina

move furniture. Under those § fications,
said.

TGR would have charged H en between
$25,000 and $38,000 for the moving. Another

Both Farina and Curko said that there was )
no time for a public bidding process because

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer
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Chief warns against police budget cuts

The following are the
names of the janitors who
S R dscation bo-

Board of Education
&eﬂ July 11 and July 22, pre-
paring the Hoboken High
School for asbestos removal.

The total overtime expen-
diture was .28.

e Eddie Colon worked .}uly
13 through July 15 and received
25 hours of time and a half and
17 hours of double time, earn-
ng $764.46, according to pay-
roll records.

e Rudie Rosario worked
July 17 through July 22 and
received 49 hours of time and a
half and 17 hours of double
time, earning $956.75.

e James Monaco worked
July 11 through July 16 and
received 41 hours of time and a
half and 17 hours of double
time and earned $1,000.84.

. e Philip Manzic worked

' july 11 through July 15 and
received 41 hours of time and a
half, 17 hours of double time
and earned $1,242.66.

e David Rivera worked July
11 through July 19 and received
&7 hours of time and a half and

17 hours of double time, earn-
ing, $1,408.55.

e Giovanni Romano
worked July 16 through July 22
and received 57 hours of time
and a half and 17 hours of dou-
ble time and earned $1,460.29

e Angel Cascetta worked
July 14 through July 22 and
received 64 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double-
time, earning $1.,517.32.

e Felipe Peguero worked

half and 34 hours of double-

time and earned $1,807.90.

e Jim Balleta worked July
11 through July 22 and recevied
98 hours of time and a half and
KE hours_,o;‘ double time, earn-
i 1,817.24.
po : Rafael Nieves worked
July 11 through July 22 and
received 98 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double
time, earning $1,989.24.

e Robert Frasca worked
July 12 through July 22 and
received 86 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double-
time, earning $1,977.

e Joe Vitale workeq J uly 12
through July 22, receiving “d
hours of time and a half and 34
hours of double time, earning,
$2,171.50.

e Frank Raccuia worked
July 12 through July 22 and

received 90 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double-
time, earning $2,315.78.

The following men worked
July 11 through July 22.

e John Henning received 98
hours of time and a half and 34
hours of double time and
earned $2,433.

e Earl Campbell received
98 hours of time and a half and
34 hours of double time and
earned $2,433.80.

e Gerry White worked
those hours plus seven hours of
overtime on July 10. He re-
ceived 104 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double-
time and earned $2,601.

e Lou Schisani received 98
hours of time and a half and 34
hours of double time and
earned $2,066.64.

e Irving Ortiz received 99
hours of time and a half and 21
hours of double time and

- $48,960 spent on school janitors’ overtime
sy 12 orueh Sy 2 e

earned $2,327.91.

e Eddie Morales worked 90

hours of time and a half
and 22 hours double time, earn-
ing $2,284.

e James O'Connor worked
98 hours of time and a half and
34 hours of double time and
earned $2,678.

e David Secarra worked
104 hours of time and a half and
34 hours of doubletime and
earned $2,737.28

e Charlie Kolmer worked
154 hours of time and a half and
34 hours of double time and
earned $2,882.10.

e Patrick Pantoliano
worked 98 hours of time and a
half and 34 hours of double
time and received $3,179.36.

e Dennis Doneman worked
98 hours of time and a half and
34 hours of double time and
earned $3,077.14.

School janitors to get more overtime

Continued from Page 1 !
firm, Allied Van Lines, esti-
mated last week that it would
have charged $35,000.

Curko and Farina yester-
day called in an Allied repre-
sentative to inspect the job site
and provide an estimate. Ac-
cording to Farina, the'Alhed
worker told him that his com-
pany would charge $48,000 for
the moving.

Hoboken will pay for the
moving with federal funds ear-
marked for asbestos removal or
from local funds left in the bud-

get for asbestos removal, Curko
said.

Curko said that he would
try to reduce overtime spend-
ing to move the furniture back.

“We'll bring in a lot of oth-
er guys from other schools dur-
ing the day to try to have mini-
mum overtime,” he said.

The 11-day move of the fur-
niture started on July 11, the
same day Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli told municipal depart-
ment heads to eliminate over-
time spending except in
emergencies.

Pasculli said that he had
not spoken with Curko or Fari-
naabout the overtime. “I only
know from what I've read in the
paper,” he said. “I havemt
heard Mr. Curko give his side of
the story.”

Work on installing new
tiles for some rooms might be
able to begin as soon as Satur-
day, Farina said.

“We're going to see if we
can put some tiles in while as-
bestos is being removed on oth-
er floors. We'll know better lat-
er this week,” he said.

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer

light of what is going on in the city
today?”

were in attendance.

rescinded.

S

Acting Hoboken Police Chief Car-
men LaBruno yesterday afternoon
warned the city council that his depart-
ment can withstand no more budget cuts.

“] caution you that any further cuts
in the police service will hurt the com-
munity,” he said at a city council meet-
ing where many off-duty police officers

Mayor Patrick Pasculli last month
promised not to include police or fire-
fighters in the layoffs that will occur in
most municipal departments. But be-
cause of retirements and promotions,
LaBruno said, the number of patrolmen
has decreased from 92 in 1988 to 79 this
year. In addition, 15 promotions were

“I challenge you to show me an agen-
cy that does more than us,” he said as he
called for increased hiring. “Can you
really afford to cut additional service in

LaBruno said his force is growing
smaller and by Feb. 1, 1991, three of his
six captains will have retired. LaBruno
also said that he needs new equipment
and patrol cars.

Police Sergeant Thomas Meehan
gave an angry speech against council
members who were critical of a develop-
ment plan for the city's waterfront that
was shelved last month. He singled out
Councilmen Thomas Newman, Joseph
Della Fave and Steve Cappiello, calling
them “the three musketeers.”

“You're anarchists,” he said.
“You're bringing this city down. You're
the reason why taxes are going up.”

The city is in bad financtal shape
because it based its 1990 budget on the
$3 to $8 million it was expecting from the
Port Authority to help develop the city’s
southern waterfront. The 3.2 million
square foot commercial and residential
project was defeated by 12 votes in a July

10 city-wide referendum.

Since then, 100 municipal workers
have been slated to be fired and 27
promotions in the police and fire depart-
ment have been rescinded. To eliminate
an $8 million budget deficit, the city’s
tax rate could increase almost $10 to
$27.49 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.

Mayor Pasculli tried to refocus the
council’s and the audience’s direction
on plans for a new waterfront
development.

“We must get a waterfront develop-
ment on track,” he said to applause from
the police. “Let’s get the city moving
again. Let’s work on getting a waterfront
develepment on track--not on cutting
services.”

Council members promised they
would try to find ways to give the police
more funds.

After the meeting, Pasculli said he
agreed with LaBruno's pessimistic as-
sessment of the police force, citing low
morale and scarce money.
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Hoboken school gzgar

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken Board of Educati
night rejected a $985,000 bid from tau}grl:es;'
City firm to install new ceiling tiles in
Hob%‘(en High School.

e tile installation is sched

occur after 108,000 square feet of l::g:ut)(s)
tiles is removed from the three-story build-
ing. Janitors were paid $47,779.82 in over-
time to move school furniture to prepare
the work site for asbestos removal. Several
companies, including the asbestos remov-
al company, later said they could have
done the job for cheaper.

School Board President James Farina
has said that jamitors also will be paid

overtl;ne to return the furniture after the
new tiles are in place.

! The board unanimously rejected the
:)‘lld of Louis Gargiulo Co. to install the
iles.

“The bid is way out of line,” said
Anthqny Curko, school board secretary
and district business administrator. “We
were expecting a bid of about $400,000.”

Because Louis Gargiulo Co. was the
only firm to bid, the board is reopening
bids for the project today. Curko said the
rebidding will not hold up the project. The
asbestos removal done by TGR Corp. of
Paterson is costing $631,000

In executive session the board dis-
cussed Schools Superintendent Walter
Fine’s resignation request. Fine, a Hobo-

d rejects

new tiles bid

ken school system employee for 38 years, is
asking for a lump payment for all vacation
and sick time owed him — an amount that
could total up to $100,000. Fine also wants
:2 t;e con:x?eredf on leave for this academ-
ear ore formally retiring in June
ll)?l!:)ll.i’l‘lhebb(:aniil ld(‘id not discuss the matter
cly but w 0 its !
g v s0 at its next meeting
In other business, the board mjectéd o)
$26,880 bid by Professional Management
Service Co. of Bridgewater for window
cleaning. Curko said later that a bid of
about $16,000 would be more reasonable.
& The board also approved a $202,050 bid
y K-Laine Co. of West Milford for replace-

ment of the schoo i i
Kealey Behool 1 boiler at the Daniel S.




New PA chief: Hoboken its own boss

Waterfront deal with ag

By Deborah \';iffe
Journal staff writer

The Port Authority’s new execu-
tive director says Hoboken must de-
cide for itself whether to renegotiate
its waterfront development deal

with the agency.

“The Port Authority has made it
clear that it accepts the decision of
the electorate in Hoboken,” said
Stanley Brezenoff, a former New
York City deputy mayor who was
appointed to the Port Authority post

on Thursday

.“l guess it’s really up to Hobo-
ken's elected leaders and citizenry

to grapple with that question.”

The development plan, which
would have brought luxury apart-
ments and office space to 3.2 million
square feet of Hoboken's waterfront,
was narrowly voted down in a city-

wide referendum last month.

Brezenoff, 52, joins the Port Au-

thority at a time of increased fear

that the New York-North Jersey re-
gion has slipped into recession. The
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As Hoboken layoffs loom

Resident
measure
is pushed

Unions eye workers
from out of tow
D £17/9

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch '

HOBOKEN — Angered by ad-
ministration plans to lay off more
than 100 municipal employees,
union leaders are pushing for
enforcement of a 25-year-old ordi-
nance that requires city workers
to live here.

City officials have responded
by notifying about 35 out-of-
towners they must move to

| Hoboken within six months or

face possible dismissal.

“In the best of times, I'd like to
see the ordinance eliminated,”
said Jim Fisher, Hoboken Mu-
nicipal Em- gu 4
ployees As-
sociation
president.
“But these
are obviously
not the best of
times.”

W hen
voters re-
jected the
city’'s water- !
front develop- PASCULLI
ment deal with the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey and the $8 million this
year that would have come with
it, Mayor Patrick Pasculli de-
clared the city on the brink of a
financial disaster.

To lessen the financial blow,
Pasculli announced plans to lay
off more than 100 workers. He
also nted a budget to the
City 1 that included a 57
percent increase in the local tax
rate.

“What you've got is a situation
where some city workers are
going to lose their jobs and, be-
cause they live here, are also
going to see their property taxes
or rents go up,” Fisher said.
“That’s a double blow that could
be devastating.”

Pasculli said the problem of
workers living outside the city is
minor, but should be addressed.
In some cases, he said, the city

| has no choice but to look

elsewhere for qualified job appli-
cants.

“There will always have to be
exceptions,” Pasculli said. “The
city is going to have to enforce the
ordinance as stated, but we’ll re-
main as flexible as possible to
keep the highest level of pro-
fessionalism.”

City Finance Director Nicholas
Goldsack said most of the out-of-
town employees are doctors, nurs-
es or sanitary inspectors for the
city's Health Deapartment.
Those jobs require qualifications
not necessarily held by city resi-
dents, Goldsack said.

Goldsack pointed out that —
even if the city enforced the ordi-
pance — the layoffs are super-

vised by the state Personnel De-

i " Please see RESIDENT Page 6
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authority, reportedly facing a bud
get shortfall, has laid off hundreds of
employees in the past year.

The authority runs three air-
ports, the PATH trains, and major
bridges, tunnels and shipping ports
in the metropolitan area. While the
authority is an independent, self-
governing agency, it operates under
the supervision of both states and
plays an important role in encourag-
ing economic development.

At a news conference yesterday
at ‘!he World Trade Center, Brezen-
gil acknowledged that the authority
faces tough economic times and
heightened competition from other
ports, both American and foreign

But he said he remains optimis-
tic: “This region still has a great deal
going for it, and the Port Authority is
one of those things.” y

Brez_enoﬂ'said he has no plans to
reorganize the Port Authority or to
(‘hange its direction. He said his first
priority will be continuing the auth-

ority’s capital improvement

¢-1/-20o
ency up to electorate, Brezenoff declares

His predecessor, Stephen
Berger, who resigned the $170,000-a-
year job in June, asked last winter
for increased bridge and tunnel tolls
to fund those projects. After strong
criticism from the governors of both
states, the agency abandoned that
proposal.

Brezenoff said higher tolls are
still an option the agency must con-
sider, although they are not certain
to occur.

“Things like a toll increase are
going to have to be a part of that
decision-making process down the
line,” he said, but he added that the
authority’s budgeting is still at an
early stage.

He also offered hope that the
Port Authority will continue to sup-
port the money-losing PATH system
that connects Newark and Jersey
City to downtown and midtown
Manhattan.

“Obviously, no one likes to lose
money, but I don’t know of any mass
transit that pays for itself,” Brezen-

projects. off said.

RESID
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“I certainly don't have a philo-
sophical, budgetary or any other
kind of problem with subsidizing
mass transit. It needs to be
subsidized.”

Brezenoff spent five years as a
New York City deputy mayor under
Mayor Edward 1. Koch, including
four years as first deputy mayor.
Brezenoff's responsibilities includ-
gd overseeing the city’'s transporta-
tion services.

Prior to his appointment to the
Port Authority, he was a member of
the Metropolitan Transportation
Authonty Board, which oversees the
city’s subway system

Brezenoﬁ' said yesterday that he
had resigned from the MTA board.

Before joining Koch's adminis-
tration, Brezenoff was president of
the Health and Hospitals Corpora-
tion, which governs New York City's
15 hospitals.

Despite his New York back-
ground, Brezenoff promised to keep
New Jersey's interests at heart.

“I'm a bi-state person,” he said.

partment, which owversees civil
service seniority lists.

The city's residency ordinance
dates back to 1965, but has never
strictly been enforced. Similar
ordinances in other New Jersey
communities are now under legal
attack on the grounds that they
are discriminatory.

City Law Director Eugene
O’Connell said he doesn’t know
whether the ordinance would
hold up in court. O’Connell said
the ordinance is based on state
statute, but there strong argu-
ments for and against the local
law.

T ———————

Three sue patrolman

As far as Fisher is concerned,
the city’s financial situation —
and the layoffs it will cause — are
the most potent argument sup-
porting the ordinance.

“My position is if you're going
to lay off workers, you've got to
look at the people who are work-
ing here in violation of the ordi-
nance first,” Fisher said. ‘I think
it’s fair to give people six months
to move here, but after that
you've got to start enforcing. It’s
not right that people'who live out
of town and work here go unaf-
fected by this kind of crisis.”

dopd”

Hoboken

Challenge
set for vote
in Hoboken

Petition readied against

waterfront referendum

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer -
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By night an Adams Street
storefront in Hoboken serves
as a social club for Italian resi-
dents. But since July 10 it's
been the day-time headquar-
ters for the Committee to Save
Hoboken.

The group has been push-
ing to overturn a local referen-
dum last month that defeated a
Port Authority development
plan for the city’s southern wa-
terfront by a 12-vote margin

About 20 committee mem-
bers yesterday afternoon
signed a petition calling for a
court hearing on the vote.
Their lawyer, John M. Carbone,
said he will submit the petition
with the required signatures in
State Superior Court on
Monday.

Carbone, who has been in-
volved in 73 recounts in Illi-
nois, Texas, New York and New
Jersey, says he is confident that
a judge will either reverse the
referendum’s results or call for
a new vote.

“This is one of the worse
elections I've seen and for
Hudson County, it's the worst,”
Carbone said.

In the petition, a prelimi-
nary copy of which was ob-
tained yesterday, Carbone al-
leges that many improprieties
were committed by Board of
Elections workers during the
referendum.

He claims non-residents
were allowed to vote and that
voters at two polling sites were
turned away early in the morn-
ing by board workers who
weren’t ready for the vote to
start.

The petition also claims
non-board workers ran the
polls at several sites, some vot-

See PETITION — Page 4
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Petition inked to take
Hoboken vote to court

Continued from Page 1

ers’ signatures were forged,
and that a person who died in
1989 was listed as voting.

The county superintendent
of elections released a report
earlier this week saying nu-
merous errors were made by
board workers during the
referendum.

The committee’s petition
also requests that 11 absentee
ballots and two ballots sent by
military officers which were
declared invalid be counted.

Although he does not know
for sure, Carbone says he has
reason to believe the 13 ballots
to be in favor of the referen-
dum. Several of the absentee
voters are related to police or
firefighters, most of whom sup-
ported the plan for the 30-acre
commercial and residential de-
velopment, Carbone said.

The other outcome in court
that Carbone is seeking — and
which committee members say
is more likely to occur — is for

the July referendum to be in-
validated and for a new one to
be held sometime this fall

Many committee members
concede that they didn’t come
out strong enough in support of
the resolution but claim their
side would win if a second vote
is held.

After the referendum was
defeated, the committee began
its own push by hiring Carbone
a man who makes his living on
election cases — he even
named his sailboat “Recount”

At the social club at 416
Adams St. where the commit
tee has set up shop, news clip-
pings and voter lists plaster the
walls inside. But two pictures
of Maria S.S. Dei Martiti, the
patron saint of Molfetta, Italy,
still adorn the front windows

The committee has about
20 core members, Meehan said,
half of whom are firefighters or
police officers. Many were on
hand yesterday to sign the peti
tion, anxious to take the issue
to court.

over arrest incident

-

By Robert Hardt Jr. |
Journal staff writer‘J [A ,

A Hoboken policeman is
facing two civil lawsuits from
local residents who claim they
were beaten, racially harassed
and improperly arrested by the
patrolman.

The suits stem from two
separate incidents in 1987 and
1988 involving Kevin Houghton,
a member of the Hoboken force
since 1984, and three members
of minorities from Hoboken
and Jersey City.

In the first case, Roman
Roches of Hoboken and Jorge
Ruiz of Jersey City allege that
Houghton beat them with his
nightstick after warning them
not to drink in public. In the
second case, Carlos Torres of
Hoboken says that Houghton
beat him with a nightstick be-
cause his car was double-
parked.

After both incidents,
Houghton claimed in munici-
pal court that the men assault-
ed him. Roches and Ruiz were
found guilty in Kearny Munici-
pal Court but Torres was found
innocent. The case was heard
in Kearny as a neutral venue.

The attorney for the three
men, Ignacio Saavedra, de-
manded that Houghton be sus-
pended while the cases are

nding.

a “This officer is an outright
racist who has no business be-
ing on the police force of Hobo-
ken,” he said. :

Houghton’s attorney, Mi-
chael Dermody, said that the
officer was only doing his job.

“None of-this is raciplly
motivated,” he said. “My client
was enforcing the law.”

The 1987 case started in the
early morning of Aug. 9 when

Hoboken cop facing lawsuits is give

Ruiz and Roches were drinking

Mclg alcoholic beverages on the cor-

ner of Jackson Street and Sev-
enth Street. Both sides agree
that Houghton told the meg
from his patrol car that they
should disperse. When he re-
turned later, the men were still
there. »

In a sworn deposition,
Roches said that Houghton
grabbed him by the shirt and
pushed him into the patrol car.
Ruiz tried to intervene, telling
Houghton that they would
leave but Houghton hit both
men with his night stick and

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer

get state award |

The Hoboken Police De-
partment will receive the New
Jersey Safety Council’s Award
of Commendation for enforcing
the state’s drinking and driving
laws in 1989, acting Chief Car-
men LaBruno said yesterday.

The police last year set up
13 different checkpoints across
the city, resulting in 67 drunk
driving arrests, LaBruno said.

Eighty-two other police de-
partments from across the state
competed for the award, La-
Bruno said.

The acting chief also
thanked Hoboken Mayor Pat-
rick Pasculli for helping the
force receive $35,000 in grants,
some of which went toward

DWI enforcement.

Hoboken cop sued over arrests

Continued from Page 1
put them into his car, Roches
said.

Roches said he tried to give
Ruiz a handkerchief to help
staunch the flow of blood from
his head but Houghton, yelling
racial slurs at him, stopped the
car. He took Roches out of the
car and hit him on the head and
knee with the nightstick before
putting him back in the car,
Roches said. Ruiz was beaten
so badly that his ear lobe was
detached, Saavedra charges.

At police headquarters,
Houghton pulled Roches’ pants
down, threatened him again
with the nightstick, and called
him a racist epithet, Roches
said. Houghton then kicked

| Roches in the chest and hit him
" with the nightstick, Roches al-

leges. Both men required medi-
cal attention at St. Mary Hospi-
tal and Roches missed a week
of work, according to the
deposition.

Dermody said that
Houghton initially did hit both
men outside the patrol car but
only in self-defense.

“No one is denying that he
hit them outside the car but the
fact is that one of them tried to
attack him,” he said.

Dermody emphasized that
in Kearny Municipal Court
both men were found guilty of
assaulting Houghton.

Third civil case seeking damages filed in federal court

Saavedra said that munici-
pal courts rarely rule against
police officers in cases such as
this.

“A municipal court judge
likes the police and has a lot of
sympathy for them. It's hard to
argue a case against police
there,” he said.

Roches’ and Ruiz’s case is
scheduled to be heard in U.S.
District Court in Newark in Oc-
tober but a judge still has to
decide on Demordy’s motion
for summary judgment, which,
if granted, could get the case
dismissed.

The second case against
Houghton began on June 19,
1988 when Carlos Torres of Ho-
boken double-parked his car
and left a friend inside it. Upon
returning, Torres found his
friend involved in an argument
with Houghton about the park-
ing, Torres said. When he
asked Houghton what was go-
ing on, he said Houghton treat-
ed him like a child and told him
to go to sleep. When Torres told
Houghton not to treat him that
way, he said that Houghton
“prutally beat” him about the
head and legs so badly that he
later needed stitches for his
leg.

Torres also charges that
Houghton tried to cover up the
injury by saying it was done in
self-défense. Houghton took

Torres to Municipal Court on
charges of assaulting a police
officer but on Sept. 19, 1989,
Torres was judged not guilty.
Torres is also suing the City
of Hoboken and former Police
Chief George Crimmins, saying
Houghton’s alleged violence is
a “systematic pattern of con-
duct” by the Police Depart-
ment that subjects “other per-
sons to a pattern of conduct
consisting of beatings and ar-
rests, solely on account of race

Ruiz and Torres are His-
panic and Roches is black.

Dermody, hired by the city
to defend Houghton, said he is
not yet familiar with the details
of the Torres case.

Crimmins’ attorney, Joseph
Healy, says that the former
chief had no direct knowledge
of Houghton's arrests until
days after they were made.

“He didn’t hear about any
of this until two or three days
after the arrests,” Healy said.
“To suggest that he ordered
these things is just ridiculous.”

Torres’s lawsuit is still in
its early discovery stages, al-
though it was filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Newark on June
19. Torres is demanding $2 mil-
lion in damages and Roches
and.Ruiz are each calling for $1
milfon in damages.

Truancy
strikes

board

Rossano misses 16 of 21
meetings of school panel

By Robert Hardt Jr. , 7.
Journal staff writer /\ ,S 3]13 ?0

Of the Hoboken Board of
Education’s 21 regular and spe-
cial meetings held this year,
board member Michael Ros-
sano has attended just five.

Rossano, who was elected
to be a three-year member last
year, holds the board’s worst
attendance record by far. Since
he joined the board on April 11,
‘1989, he has missed 19 of 38
meetings. No other current
member has had more than
four absences since last April
or two absences this year.

~ Rossano yesterday de-
clined to say whether he is re-
signing from his unpaid posi-
tion. “I have no comment about
that,” he said, but added that a
promotion at his job as a for-
eign equities specialist for Sal-
omon Brothers in Manhattan
has made it difficult to attend
meetings.

“Fve explained all this to
the superintendent,” he said.
“He’s always excused my ab-
sences. I try to make it to the
regular meetings. The special
meetings don’t count — I mean
they're not as important.”

Board member Otto Hot-
te_ndorf said he thinks Rossano
will quit his post this fall be-
cause of personal plans.

“He’s busy and I heard he's
getting married. In all likeli-
hood, someone will be appoint-
ed this September,” he said.

Board Secretary Anthony
Curko said that Rossano’'s ca-
reer makes it difficult to get to
the board meetings. “He really
seems to try, but the weight of
his job often keeps him from
coming,” he said.

~ “Idon’t know if he is plan-
ning on resigning,” said board
member Claire DePalma, who
was elected last spring with
Rossano and has missed only
one meeting since then.

“lI think Michael really
does try.”

' Controversial cop’s

confined to desk job

Continued from Page 1
found guilty of attacking the
officer in municipal court.

In the other case, Carlos
Torres of Hoboken says that
Houghton severely beat him
with his nightstick in June 1988
because his car was double-
parked. Torres was accused of
assaulting Houghton but was
found innocent in Municipal
Court. The three men in both
cases say that Houghton also
called them racist names. Ruiz

- g 7040

for comment.

and Torres are Hispani
Roches is black. pre o

The attorney for the three
men, Ignacio Saavedra, is call-
ing for Houghton to be fired.

Look at this man’s re-
cord,” he said. “He’s the Mike

n of cops.”

A trial date in U.S. District
Court in Newark has been set
for Roches and Ruiz sometime
in October. Torres’ cases is still

in its ear
said. ly stages, Dermody

n desk job

John R. Schwartz, could be reached

Houghton's attorney, M
Dherr:uody. ;;:t:irday dyéniei:lh:ﬂ
charges agai s cli

changus Snsy client but would

reason in the early morning of March
26, 1988.

Fucilli says that while he was
driving home at about 3:30 am., he
encountered a double-parked car be-
tween Clinton Street and Willow Ave-
nue. While he was attempting to ma-
neuver around the car, Houghton,
wearing civilian clothes, approached
his car and the two got into an argu-
ment, according to Fucilli.

Houghton pointed his gun at Fu-

Fighting three lawsuits by local
residents charging him with brutality,
a Hoboken policeman has been given
a desk job until the cases against him
are settled.

Kevin Houghton, a patrolman
since 1984, has been off the streets for
the last three weeks and isserving asa
“desk adjunct” at night in the Hobo-
ken Police Headquarters, according
to police. .

Houghton has been charged with
beating three Hoboken men and one
Jersey City man in 1987 and 1988 while
on duty. ;

Mayor Patrick Pasculli yesterday

s_aid the reassignment by Acting Po-
lice Chief Carmen LaBruno was
sensible.

“J believe that the acting chiefhas
hand' »d the matter correctly by giving
him a non-patrol assignment,” Pas-
culli said.

Earlier this week, it was reported
that Houghton was the target of two
suits, but it was discovered yesterday
that a third civil suit had been filed
against the policeman in U.S. District
Court in New Jersey on Aug. 1, 1989.

In the complaint, Roger Fucilli of
Hoboken charges that Houghton at-
tacked him and arrested him for no

tion and bleeding, Fucilli alleges.
H_oughton arrested Fucilli and took
him to police headquarters without
reading him his rights, Fucilli says.

He was held there against his will
for several hours before being re-
leased, Fucilli says. No charges were
ever brought against him, according to
attorneys on both sides of the case

Fucilli is demanding punitive and
competr;‘satory damages and is also
suin e city, sayi ity i »
cilli's head, then hit him with it re- er]yg u-ain'esa)l:ﬁéhe:&t{:(}mﬁ?:‘%
peatedly, Fucilli charges. Houghton. A court date has yet to be

Houghtonalso struck him in the  set. ;
face with his badge, causing lacera-

In one of the oth
Roches of Hoboken l::l S?r:se' Roman

Jersey City clai Ruiz of
them wn;y his ':‘u:" ﬁ‘;"‘.hwﬂ beat
1987 after he told them not to g SVt
public. Ruiz was beaten g, b.:ﬂnk in
lhe needed surgery to reattach ly that
obe, his lawyer saiq his ear-
Houghton said that tne

attacked him. The mey \Vel:-l:nl h‘ad
ater

See CONTROVERg; 4
— Page 4

Neither Fucilli nor his attorney,




Wants same treatment asteachers P 0-‘%/70'

chool boss wants big buyout
Hoboken’s Fine says he’ll retire for package up to $300G

in the $83,000-a-year job he has held since
January 1986.

“I just want the same treatment as the
teachers who were given a buyout,” he
said. “I want to paid in full for each day I
have in the sick bank. If they give me the
year leave, they can subtract a full year’s
worth of school days from my sick bank
Otherwise, I'm going to get paid for all of
them. ™

Retiring teachers are paid a4 half-day’s

FINE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are already garnering support

Board President James J
Farina and Trustee Perry
Belfiore are on the record as back
ing Councilman Edwin Duroy,
principal of Thomas G. Connors
f\'(‘l')tml

Fine, meanwhile
sistant Superintendent Francis
McGorty should be named to the
top post

“In terms of time and experi
ence, robody can top Frank
Fine said. “I'm not going te say
anything against Ed, but I think
Frank’s the best person for the
job.”

Trustee Claire DePalma agrees
that McGorty should be tapped
for the job, at least on an interim
basis.

“T feel that would be a natural
progression,” DePalma said. 5
think it’s correct to do a search,
but I think Frank has the experi-
ence to fill in while we look.”

pay for unused sick days, though the board
recently offered full pay to a group of older
teachers as a retirement incentive
Fine’s announcement has unleashed the
first salvos in what could be a major battle
over who replaces him. While state of
ficials have urged the board to search
outside the system for a new super-
intendent, two popular inside candidates

' " AHAN whether it will accept Fine’s terms, which
Oy EDWARD K. SMARARA®. between $100,000 and
Hudson Dispatch $300,000.

HOBOKEN — Schools Superintendent The 64-year-old Fine Cltgd his age as the
W alter J. Fine confirmed yesterday he will ‘primary factor in his _dqumn to retire.
e his post this fall if the Board of “It just seems like }hxgs‘ isa good time to
Education gives him a one-year paid leave do it,” Fine said. "l‘ntx{ something h‘}'P-
bsence and full pay for hundreds cf sick pens with my hg»ahh. I might as well enjoy
lavs left unused during his 38-year career certain things _
n the school system. ' Fine said if the board balks at his terms,
The board is expected to decide Tuesday he is prepared to stay on for another year

Irregularities noted in Hoboken voting

i v
E\ g[.’é—/;n'
-4

The county superintendent of elec-
tions yesterday released a report that de-
tails many irregularities in the July 10
citywide referendum in Hoboken

In a separate development, Superior
Court Judge Stephen J. Schaeffer yester-
day officially concluded a recount of the
vote. His action upholds the 4,418 to 4,406
outcome of the referendum, in which Ho-
boken residents voted down a waterfront

roject proposed by the Port Authority of
ew York and New Jersey and Hoboken.

Residents who oppose the outcome

could cost believes As

WALTER J.FINE
May stay if board balks

" Please see FINE Page 16

into the area.

“Numerous” errors were committed
by elections workers during the referen-
dum, said Elections Superintendent Har-
vey Birne in an Aug. 7 report to Julius
Canter, chairman of the Board of Elec-
tions. The most serious mistakes Birne
lists include nine omitted voter signatures
and 18 voters who failed te gign the “buff
sheet,” a paper on file at the poll site by
which current signatures can be compared
with previously verified signatures.

Carbone, the attorney for the Commit-
tee to Save Hoboken, which favors under-

have 10 days to file a complaint. John
Carbone, an attorney for one group, said
that on Monday he will petition for a
hearing in Superior Court in Hudson
County.

If it had passed, the referendum would
have cleared the way for a’ massive com-
mercial and residential development on
the city's southern waterfront. But the plan
was defeated by 12 votes and the project,
involving 30 acres of city-owned land and
three unused piers, is indefinitely on hold.

Opponents of the 3.2 million-square-
foot development said it was too large for
the small city while supporters said it
would have brought much-needed funds

By Robert Hardt Jr.
Journal staff writer

' (Gay Episcopalian leader
plans an Oasis of peace

By Helene Stapinski J/ 1y
Journal staff writer

See IRREGULARITIES — Page 4

whitewashed walls. He’s dressed in loafers,
and wears a blue oxford shirt whiech comple-
ments his deep blue eyes. \
After six months on hold, Oasis — the
Episcopal Church's program to welcome gays
and lesbians back into the fold — is starting
over. “We need to get off to a little more fresh

_/f 70

The Rev. David Norgard, the new director
of the Oasis gay ministry in Hoboken, is
intelligent, good looking, articulate, and a
member — as well as a leader — of the

Irregularities in referendum charged

Continued from Page 1

- taking the project with the Port
Authority, also alleges that two
residents, both deceased, had
been listed as voting in the

referendum.

“I'll show you the tomb-
stones as soon as we notify the
families,” Carbone said, call-
ing the referendum bookkeep-

ing a “mess.”

“Birne is basically telling
the Board of Elections that this
is the worst job he has ever

seen,” Carbone said.

But Birne declined to use
harsh words against the local

workers.

“There was an above-aver-

age number of problems in a
relatively simple one-lever ref-
erendum,” Birne said in a tele-
phone interview yesterday.

“I thought the instruction I
gave to the workers was under-
standable,” he said. “But I'm
not going to sit here and evalu-
ate their job. It's up to the
board to decide if workers
should be dismissed of if they
are unqualified.”

A Hoboken community ac-
tivist opposed to the Port Au-
thority project was full of harsh
words for the elections
superintendent.

“This is outrageous,” said
Annette Illing of the findings.

“Has Harvey Birne ever done
this in any other election? He’s
telling us that all other elec-
tions are perfect? This has not
been done in any other elec-
tion in the past five years.”

Police Sgt. Thomas Mee-
han, spokesman for the Com-
mittee to Save Hoboken, said
Birne’s report will help invali-
date the referendum’s result.

“This puts us right over the
top,” he said. “Combined with
what we have, this makes us
sure that the outcome will not
stand.”

While Carbone wants to
overturn the referendum’s re-
sult, it seems more likely that a

vote may have to be held again.
But Carbone, who says he has
fought cases in over 55 elec-
tions, said he will win.

“I think we have an excel-
lent chance,” he said. “This is a
good case.”

After Carbone files a peti-
tion on Monday calling for a
hearing, the court will set a
date which must be between 15
and 30 days later.

No one is certain who will
legally defend the referen-
dum’s result in court, but one
Hoboken political insider said
that Birne or City Clerk James
J. Farina, a supporter of the
Port Authority plan, might be
called on to oppose Carbone.

Plea to Hoboken council

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — With 15 su-
perior officers scheduled to be
demoted in a cost-cutting move,
the city’s acting police chief told
the City Council last night that
his department’s budget cannot
be trimmed any further.

Capt. Carmen LaBruno's re-
marks came during the latest in
a series of budget workshops de-
signed to help the council grap le
with the $8 million gap in this

ear’s spending plan.

. The Sleortf:lgl was caused by
voter rejection of a waterfront
development agreement with the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey. . .
Citing a 24 percent increase 1n
service calls and a 4 percent boost
in the city’s crime rate during the
last 18 months, LaBruno said his

homosexual community.

The one thing that David Norgard is not,
however, is controversial.

Unlike his predecessor, the Rev. Robert
Williams, Norgard chooses his words with
extreme care. i

He speaks eloquently, as if he is on a
pulpit. But he speaks slowly, explaining each
sentence and often qualifying his beliefs with
“I suppose” and “I think.”

“I wouldn’t do anything to cause any sort
of public scandal at this point,” says Norgard,
a 32-year-old Minnesota native who hopes to
heal the wounds in his congregation. “Oasis
doesn’t need that. The board of directors
doesn’t need that. And the Bishop doesn’t
need that,” he laughs.

Norgard is seated in a leather ox-blood
chair inside the offices of Al Saints Parish on
Washington Street. Sunlight streams thro
a small gothic window and splashes onto

and placid start,” says Norgard.

Williams, who founded Oasis, plunged
the church into controversy last year after
saying monogamy was as unnatural as celiba-
cy. He also said that Mother Teresa of Calcut-
ta would be better off if she had sex.

Episcopal Church officials, already angry
that Newark Bishop John S. Spong publicly
ordained Williams as a homosexual, were
enraged. Williams resigned in January, but
continued to voice his opinions on such shows
as “Donahue.” '

Norgard, who is much less radical than
his predecessor, is a refreshing respite for
Hoboken’s gay community, who felt more
deserted than ever when Williams resigned.
As a former administrator who ran the largest
soup kitchen in New York, Norgard says he’s
prepared for whatever may come his way.

See NO WAVES — Page 4
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Top cop: Don't weaken force

officers are already overmatched.

“I challenge anybody to come
up with an agency in this c1t¥‘
that does more than us,
LaBruno said. “We’ve shown fis-
cal responsiblity. We've im-
proved production. I ask that you
cancel the demotion list.”

LaBruno said the city will save
only about $25,000 this year by
demoting the superior officers.
City Business Administrator
Edwin Chius agreed with that
analysis.

“The council is practicing false
economy with these demotions,”
LaBruno said. “It’s absurd.”

Last week, Fire Chief Richard
Tremitiedi — faced with the
planned demotions of 12 fire su-
periors — made similar argu-
ments before the council.

In response to LaBruno’s pres-
entation last night, Councilman
Edwin Duroy bemoaned the city’s

LaBruno blasts proposed demotions

dilemma in making cuts in the
Public Safety Department.

“I'm concerned about what this
is going to look like,” Duroy said.
“I can’t see any benefit from in-
creasing taxes and, at the same
time, cutting back services.
People do not want to pay more
and get less.”

LaBruno said his department
has suffered a 14 percent man-
power loss over the last two years,
but was challenged on this point
by Councilman Joseph Della
Fave.

“The reason there are less
police officers is that there are
more superiors, which is the way
they wanted it,” Della Fave said.
“I don’t think it's fair to say we
lost personnel.”

Chius said the 137-member de-
partment has three fewer officers

— one chief and two captains —
than it did last year.

/
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CARMEN LaBRUNO
Notes increase in calls

In addition to the public safety
demotions, Mayor Patrick
Pasculli announced plans to lay
off more than 100 municipal

Please see DEMOTE Page 4
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— ing the case for a month.

Burner

Richard Laiks said.
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The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — A Hudson Coun-
ty judge could decide as early as
tomorrow whether local officials
must move forward with plans to
build a sludge gasifier near the
base of the Palisades.

Terminal Construction Corp. is
suing to force the Hoboken-Union
City-Weehawken Sewerage
Authority and the Hudson Coun-
ty Utilities Authority to sign a
$34 million contract to build the
hi-tech facility. The. authorities
awarded Terminal the contract
last year, but the tricity
authority now refuses to sign it

Attorneys on both sides of the
case said they expect a quick
decision from Judge Dorothea
0°C. Wefing of Superior Court in
Jersey City. She has been review

Please see BURNER "agé 4

air-quality permit

The gasifier, part of

ment p
into g

streets.

“The only thing we're gsking is
that the (tri-city autholnttyt:)sxgn
» Terminal attorney
the contract, 1€ o
awarded conditioned on (staule)
approval. They gave apprqval. t
would follow that now they've got |
d think ovew D While the HCUA still supports
derstand that.
Both local authorities approved
the gasifier in October on coni
dition the state Environmenta

ion Department issue an
phagues . for the facility.

ities’ i1l de
authorities’ $96 million upgra
gl‘“l t;)\e Hoboken sewage-treat-
: lant, would turn sludge

It
as and burn the gas.
would be built at 14th and Adams

North Hudson officials and
e ——————

residents have argued it would
harm the local enviropment by
adding pollutants to air that is
Iready filthy. »
= But {heir :rguments failed to
persuade the department, which
issued the air-quality permit in
May.

the gasifier, the tri-city authority
— citing financial and en-
vironmental concer;ls —; be:)zrl:
lobbying against it almost as 800!
as tﬁve cgntgract was awarded. Tri-
city authority officials say there
could be a cheaper way to dispose
of sludge. They also contend thde
gasifier requires a state solid-
waste permit, which the state
never granted.
“Wegrre concerned that the Dll;:xl;
d Terminal are not P
?: aEcordance with the (statg}
Solid Waste Management Act,
tri-city authority attorney Fran}x
Leanza said. “They say they don’t
need that permit, but we think
they do. Even a DEP com-
missioner can't sidestep her own

regulations.” -
%: addition, the tricity

authority notes the state 'called
for stringent new monitoring re-
quirements when it awarded the
air-quality permit. Leanza said
he is unsure whether .the
authority can meet those require-
ments. A

“They want us to put an air-
monitoring facility above thﬁ |
gasifier’s 100-foot smokestack,” |
Leanza said. “Where are we |
going to put it? In somebody’s |
back yard?”’
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workers to ease the budget

| crunch. Even with the staff reduc-

tions, the tenative buplget in- ;I
cludes a 57 percent tax increase, |
from $17.52 per 1,000 of assessed |

| value to about $27.50.

Pasculli hinted last night that
the budget workshops have
shown him the spending plan
already is as lean as it can be.

A5 §)>3/9¢
State appro / $400,000
for Hoboken rail station

Gov. Jim Florio yesterday
signed a $10.2 million bond qc:
appropriating $400,000 to asst:z
the preservation of the Hobo-
ken Station.

The funds are allocated to
NJ Transit for the work under
measure Florio approved.

It was the only Hudson aro-
ject from the New Jersey Green
Acres, Cultural Centers and
Historic Preservation Act ap-
proved by voters in 1987.

“Keeping history alive
helps restore our pridg in New
Jersey and keeps us in ;ouch
with the past,” Florio said.

No waves for leader
of gay Episcopalians

Continued from Page 1 very arduous journey.”

While on the job he must To attract newyparishio-
learn. to feed those who are ners, special services spon-
starving spiritually, rather sored by Oasis will be held.
;l:lan those who are literally :lthough they will focus on the

ngry. omosexual community, the

When asked if he had any doors will be open to aynyone
anxiety about taking on the po- who wishes to attend. Support
tentially explosive position, groups, Bible study classes and
Norgard smiles and thinks a series of seminars will be
lbot:t it for a minute. established. Christian theology

1 can’t say that I was ever and sexuality, including topics
afraid, particularly about peo- such as AIDS, will be
ﬁl:mc:wlng me up,” says discussed.

ga . The blessing of same-sex

I'was anxious to the extent couples, which gWilliama had
that anyone’s anxious when promised as an integral part of
they start a new job,” says Nor- Oasis, will be put on a back

gard, who hasn’t even attended burner until the Episcopal
his first board meeting yet. Church establishes a stronger

Norgard was one of 30 ap- position on the issue.
plicants for the job of Execu- “At the moment there is no
tive Director. He holds degrees official, sanctioned liturgy for
from Augsburg, a small Luther- same-sex unions. But it is hap-
an liberal arts college in Min- pening unofficially in many
nesota, and Yale Divinity parishes and diocese across
School. the country. The issue will

Norgard, who was ordained have to be confronted and re-
in 1984, was raised a Lutheran solved
and always dreamed of becom-
ing a minister.

He converted to the Episco-

on a national level”
says Norgard.

N‘anrd an:l his own part-
ner o years live together i
pal faith while in college be- Manhattan and may sgon movg

cause of the church’s stance on to Hudson County. Their uni
a number of social issues, such has not been blesysed. Altllxl:d:ll:
as allowing women to become he won't sanction same-sex
pnests.' He also admired the marriages at Oasis yet, Norgard
churc_h § openness to debate says he’ll support the position
certain topics. that such couples would only
His parents, staunch Lu- benefit from the church’s
therans, were shocked when blessings.
they leameq he wanted to be- “What I do say is that Oasis
come a minister in a “foreign” is here to witness to a belief
church. that God has created some peo-
They were more disturbed, ple straight, some people gay
however, when he told them and some people bi-sexual, for
that he was gay, which he real- that matter,” says Norgard.
ued“early in college. When asked about his own
They were upset at first,” stance on monogamy, Norgard
he says. “They felt deeply hurt simply smiles and averts the
and confused. It was, I suppose, question, reciting the church’s
jamqgfor them to learn from position. “Generally speaking,
me directly that their son was it’s very clear what the
gay. But over the course of church’s traditional teaching
time, they have learned to ac- is. By and large, it's clearly a
cept me and my partner.” position of monogamy. There is
If the Hoboken community no question about that. But it is
can _Ienrn to accept gays and an open question in some aca-
lesbians into their church as demic circles. And I'm not un-
wholeheartedly_ as his family aware of that. That's really
has accepted him, half of Nor- about the extent of that,” says
gard’s job will be complete. Norgard, politely, but defini-
z A_sld% ﬁ'om_ educating the tively ending the discussion.
straight” parishioners, Nor- Norgard is not about to say
gard hopes to reach into the gay anything that might cause a
community and draw out as stir, and he justifies his cau-
mn!] people as possible. tion. “There is still a lot of hurt
ution‘l"am'to hgve this organi- to be healed within All Saints
No “;ve into its name,” says parish, within Oasis and in the
: TEa . 1 want to establish a diocese in general,” he says. “I
? .cfel(l’(s spiritual refreshment hope we can help to make some
or folks who have been on a of that healing happen.”

Pier vote
probe is
requested

£/ /20

By Earlene C. McMichael
Journal staff writer

Hudson County's assign-
ment judge was asked yester-
day to examine whether irregu-
larities occurred at the polls
during last month’s waterfront
development referendum elec-
tion in Hoboken.

John M. Carbone, attorney
for the Committee to Save Ho-
boken, which supported the
referendum’s call for a Port
Authority waterfront develop-
ment plan, requested the issue
be explored in a hearing.

Carbone further asked that
after the hearing, the referen-
dum either be declared duly
passed or the results of the
election voided and a new one
held in its place.

Assignment Judge Arthur
N. D’Italia said he will hold off
scheduling a date for oral argu-
ments until Carbone submits
an order to show cause, which
Carbone is expected to do
today.

The referendum called for
a Port Authority development
plan for Hoboken's southern
waterfront. Voters narrowly re-
jected the measure on July 10
by 12 votes.

In court papers filed yes-
terday, Carbone alleges that
numerous irregularities oc-
curred at the polls, including
non-residents voting, unoffi-
cial personnel operating poll-
ing sites and votes being cast in
the names of dead people.

Court papers claim that the
failure to open polling sites in
a timely fashion denied some
the right to vote and that prop-
erlycast absentee ballots were
not tabulated.

“As a result of these activi-
ties and other activities...the
basic safeguards, protections
and guarantees of fair election
of full and free expression of
the people were denied,” Car-
bone wrote.

Annette Illing, a spokes-
woman for the Committee For a
Better Waterfront, a group
which opposed the referen-
dum, said she could not say
how her group would respond
until she sees the court papers.

But one thing Illing did
know, she said, “I am firmly in
favor of democracy and fair
elections, and I always have
been. I have always worked to
make the elections in Hoboken
as fair as possible.”

Ira Karasick, attorney for
the Committee For a Better
Waterfront, could not be
reached for comment

-




Retinng schools supertendent asks for big bucks

it cas Citizens
| protest a

ST hike

Sy EDWARD K. SHANAMAN

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
' 'grn{!*\lfxl_l" writer

tive Sept. 1 in which he will receive a
paid leave of absence during the 1990-
91 school year dased on unused vaca-
tion and sick days entitlement.
According to school board re-
cords, Fine has about 567 unused sick
days and vacation days, Hottendorf
said. The Hoboken school district al-
lows 25 sick days annually, he said.
The statewide average number of

43 3/qo Fine asks Hoboken school board for 19 percent retroactive raise

Hoboken Superintendent of
Schools Walter J. Fine is seeking a 19
percent retroactive raise as part of a
retirement package which a board
member said totals nearly $300,000 “I don’t want to discuss school

The Board of Education will con- board business until after the meet-
sider Fine's retirement requests ing" Farina said.
tonight He added that he was not clear on

Board President James J. Farina the terms of Fine's retirement

refused to comment. Fine plans to
retire next June with an immediate
leave of absence beginning next
month

Two of the six conditions he set
forth are that his existing salary of
$83,794 be increased by 10 percent to
$92.174 effective as of July 1 1989, and
by another 9 percent effective July 1
of this year, bringing his annual salary
to $100,470

The superintendent is also seek-
ing a “terminal leave program” effec

“Whatever it is, I am sure he is
entitled to it,” Farina said

School Trustee Otto Hottendorf
said that according to his calcula-
tions, Fine, who has 34 years in the
system, is asking for about $284,000
Hottendorf bases his calculation on
school records and a conditional let-
ter of retirement Fine sent the board

See RETIRING — Page 6 The Hudson Dispatch

Retiring schools supertendent asks for big bucks

Continued from Page 1

sick days allowed in school dis-
tricts is between 10 and 15 days
annually, said Joseph Flan-
nery, director of communica-
tions for the New Jersey School
Board Association.

Fine is also asking that “ef-
fective June 30, 1991 all re-
maining vacation days or sick
bank days shall be paid to Wal-
ter J. Fine at a rate of one-two
hundredth of his then existing
salary” and that “the daily rate
shall be $502.35.”

The payments shall be

made in three installments
each Jan. 1, beginning in 1992

“From my calculations, it
adds up to $284,000,” Hotten-
dorf said.

Hottendorf said he plansto
vote against the package be-
cause he disagrees with the
number of vacation days Fine
has applied for.

“I would like to investigate
the number of vacation days,”
he said.

Still uncertain is whether
the board will move tonight to
appoint an acting superinten-

dent of schools. Farina has told
The Jersey Journal that he
wants to make Fourth Ward
Councilman Edwin Duroy,
principal of Connors School,
the acting superintendent until
a permanent appointment is
made.

Hottendorf maintains that
by state law. the school board
must appoint as acting superin-
tendentthe assistant superin-
tendent of schools, who is
Francis McGorty.

Fine is backing appointing
McGorty.

MAXWELL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“In April, when they started
talking about maybe closing the
plant down again, we lowered the
rate even further to $14 per 1,000
cubic feet,” Chius said. “It was a
sign of good faith on our part.”

Chius estimates that raising
the Maxwell House rate could
| earn the city more than $150,000
next year.

Eliminating the bulk rate

could also help cushion the blow
water users will feel when Jersey

scheduled to begin negotiating a
new rate in September.

Chius hopes to have the Max-
well House water rate changed as
of Oct. 1. To that end, the City
Council waived the normal 30-
day review period and introduced
an ordinance amending the rate
at its last meeting.

Althugh several council mem-
bers questioned whether the
move might cause Maxwell
House to pull out sooner than
planned, the ordinance was in-

Planned shutdown stung city

Maxwell water deal drying up

City — which supplies Hoboken’s
water — — sets a new rate.
Hoboken and Jersey City are

troduced by unanimous vote.
“That was the last drop,” said
Councilman David Roberts.

Hoboken pulling plug on perk for doomed coffee factory

cubic feet — which translates roughly to

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

Hoboken

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Unhappy that Maxwell
House has chosen to close down it.s.ooffee
plant here, city officials are moving to
eliminate the discount water rates the
company has enjoyed for the last 20 years.

Boosting the company’s rate will bring -
in some much-needed revenue for the city
while letting Maxwell House know that

e

is still stinging over the
company’s decision to shut the plant here
in favor of one in Jacksonville, Fla.

“We’ve gone above and beyond the call
of duty when it comes to Maxwell House,”
Mayor Patrick Pasculli said. “Now it’s
time for us to reassess our whole business
relationship with them.”

In June, Maxwell House President Ray
Viault announced the company’s plans to

5 teachers rehired

Hoboken nixes
retirement deal
for school boss

phase out operations — due to declining
coffee consumption and duplication of op-
erations — with final closing scheduled for
early 1992, :

Maxwell House is the largest water user
in the city, having consumed close io 271
million gallons for its coffee processing
operations last year, City Business Ad-
ministrator Edwin Chius said.

At a discounted rate of $15.50 per 1,000

7,000 gallons — the company paid the city
$600,000 in water fees in 1989, Chius said.

The water rate for all other businesses
and residences here is $18.50 per 1,000
cubic feet. The city lowered Maxwell
House’s rate in 1970 to $15.50 in order to
keep the plant alive through another

threatened closing, Chius said.

Please see MAXWELL Page 4

PATRICK PASCULLI
‘Time to reassess relationship’

Board asks Fine
to remain on job

“during Level 3

HOBOKEN — About 150 angry
residents jammed City Hall coun-
cil chambers last night to protest

' a projected 57 percent tax in-

crease called for in this year’s
municipal budget.

Confusion, outrage and frus-
tration characterized the com-
ments of more than a dozen
speakers who questioned the
management skills of Mayor
Patrick Pasculli and the City
Council during the  1%-hour
budget hearing.

One young man who addressed
the council appeared to capture
the concerns of most of the people
in the crowded room.

“Three years ago, I bought a
house on Willow Avenue,” said
lifelong city resident Carmine
Percontino. “Now it’s worth half
of what I paid for it, and I'm
paying twice the amount of taxes.
What's going on here?”’

Percontino was not alone in
wondering why he faces a poss-
ible tax hike that would bring the
local property-tax rate up to
$27.49 per $1,000 of assessed
value. The current rate is $17.52
per $1,000.

Dominic Casulli, of Castle
Point Terrace, berated the city
administration for relying on $8
million in scheduled payments
from the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey for its now-

———

scuttied waterfront development
proposal when drawing up this
year’s city spending plan.

“What you guys are doing is
living off the up-front money
before it comes in,” Casulli said.
‘We've got to start living within
our means. | don’t know what you
can do this year, but please think
about the future.”

k%

WHEN VOTERS here July 10
rejected the $30 million Port
Authority project by 12 votes, the
city went into a financial tailspin
because it had been expecting the
$8 million in lease payments.

In addition to the proposed tax
increase, Pasculli scrambled to
meet the budget gap by announc-
ing plans to lay off more than 100
city workers and demote about 25
police and fire superiors. Some of
those workers already have lost

| their jobs, and the rest are sched-
| uled to be laid off Sept. 12.

After hearing from the public
Please see BUDGET Page 19

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - After a lengthy
closed-door session last night, the
Board of Education rej
Schools Superintendent Walter
J. Fine’s buyout proposal, ac-
cepted the resignation of a board
member and rehired five teachers
who were given layoff notices
earlier this year.

Board members said balking at
Fine's resignation terms might
cost the school district extra
money. But they said it would
spare them headaches in conduct-
ing an orderly search for his re-
placement.

“As of right now, I'm going to
be here Sept. 1,” Fine said. “I
thought my offer was in the best
interests of the district. I guess
| the board doesn’t think so.”

Last month, the 65-year-old
Fine notified the board of his
desire to step down as by June 30.
He asked for a one-year paid
leave of absence and full pay for
more than 300 sick days he has
accumulated during his 38 years
in the school system.

Fine proposed that the board
deduct a full year’s worth of days
from his sick bank, which totals
more than 500 days. In addition,
Fine asked that a raise of roughly
$8,000 be added to the $83,000
salary he has earned for the last
three years.

The board’s current policy is
that retiring teachers are given
half-pay for up to 16 unused sick
days for each year they have
worked in the system.

“The money is not so much the
problem,” Trustee Perry Belfiore
said. “Administratively, we want
to have an orderly transition to
the next person.”

Board members and Fine
hinted that he will stay at the
helm until January, when the
search for a new superintendent
is expected to be completed.

In other business, the board
accepted the resignation of
Michael Rossano, who cited per-
sonal reasons for stepping down.

Rossano’s resignation was an-
ticipated for months. His attend-
ance at meetings dropped sharply

WALTER J.FINE
Will he on job for 1990-91

during the past six months.

It was unclear last night whom
the board will choose to replace
Rossano, but Belfiore renewed a
pledge he made when the last

board vacancy came up that a
member of the city’s black com-
munity be named.

The board also announced that
five teachers who had been told
their jobs were being eliminated
for budgetary reasons will be re-
hired for the 1990-91 school year.

Kenneth Johnston, Hoboken
Teachers Association president,
lauded the board for bringing
back the teachers. But he asked
that extra efforts be made to re-
hire an additional four teachers
who are still without jobs for the
coming year.

e —————— —

By Jo-Ann Moriarty | _{
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken school dis-
trict will most likely remain in
Level 3 monitoring because the
most recent state evaluation
shows that three grammar
schools failed to pass the state
standards in basic skills.

Hudson County Superin-
tendent of Schools Louis Aco-
cella is ordering that special
attention be given to the three
grammar schools starting next
month.

Consequently, the school
board has asked Walter Fine,
superintendent of schools, to
abandon his plan to take an
immediate leave of absence in
September and officially retire
next June.

Fine, who was at work yes-
terday, told a reporter, “I'm
here. I'm here for another 25
years. They asked me to stay.”

Fine, 64 has worked in the
district for 39 years. He had
asked for a retirement package
that would have included a 19

 Three schools fail state standards

percent retroactive pay hike on

jo) his existing salary of $83,749, a

paid year’s leave of absence
made up of unused vacation
and sick days, and a buyout of
his unused sick and vacation
time. Board members calculate
the retirement package totaled
about $300,000.

School Trustee Claire De-
Palma said that board mem-
bers wanted Fine to remain to
continue the system's Level 3
monitoring and to give the
board more time to find a
replacement.

“Because we are not out of
Level 3, the board urged Walter
not to take a leave of absence,”
DePalma said.

“I think he worked hard on
the Level 3 plan and he would
like to see us through it,” she
added.

The Board of Education
was optimistic that the district
would be removed from Level 3
in September and placed in
Level 1, one step from

See FINE — Page 6

150 protest Hoboken

By waw ke 17 757%2 Mayor and City Council promise
there will be many amendments

Journal correspondent

More than 150 people
jammed City Council chambers
last night to protest the pro-
posed Hoboken budget, which
will add $10 to the tax rate of
$17.52 per $1,000 assessed
valuation.

For more than an hour, the
council and the mayor listened
to impassioned speeches from
residents who fear they may
eventually lose their homes.

Paul Lippman, a 10-year
resident in semi-retirement,
wonders how he is going to sur-
vive. “My real estate tax raise is
greater than my annual income
and I'm not happy.”

He added facetiously that
he is “puzzled as to how I am
going to get by when I can’t

even afford te buy ketchup for

my dogfood.”

The meeting was opened by

Council President E. Norman
Wilson who said the budget is
far from final and the council
“will be making many
amendments.” .
Business Administrator
Edwin Chius said the proposgd
budget reflects a substanthl
tax increase, 80 percent of it
“due to the fact that there have
been no waterfront revenues
since 1987." :
Thomas Kennedy, a city po-
lice officer, was booed and
heckled when he chided resi-
dents for voting against the
P.A :
Mayor Patrick Pasculli
based his 1990 budget on the
supposition ufr(‘cvi\‘mgs.ﬂ_ mil-
lion from the Port Authority of

New York and New Jersey to
build a 3.2-million-square-foot
development along the Hudson
River on 30 acres of city-owned
land.

But voters rejected that
plan last month. Thus, the city
must compensate for the $8
million budget shortfall.

“Everyone knew what they
were getting into when they
voted no,” he said. :

He slammed Counc_llman
Joseph Della Fave for his per-
ceived support of the water-
front petitioners. “Shame on
vou,” he admonished Della
Fave for celebrating with the
petitioners on election night.

Ron Gale was armed with a
list of possible revenue genera-

budget proposal

tors, such as selling off large,
police cruisers and renting
smaller cars. “Where do these
big cars drive” in a city this
size? he asked. :

Thomas P. Meehan, presi-
dent of the Police Superior Of-
ficers Association, however,
said the Police Department is
suffering enough. “We are
overburdened with thg work
load right now, our equipment
doesn’t work, we have ra@no
problems, and 1 think we're
down to one or two motorcy-
cles,” he said.

He added that “if there are
any new cutbacks or demo-
tions, you will hurt citizens as
well as the Police
Department.” .

Perhaps the audience s_fa-
vorite speaker was Carmine
Percinto, a homeowner \\"ho
asked the council to bear with

See BUDGET — Page 6

Budget draws residents’ protests

Continued from Page 1

him because he was nervou-
s.“I've got a house that's worth
half what 1 paid for it.” He
lamented that he has to work
two jobs to pay his mortgage
and taxes and several times he
lJambasted the council “for not
doing their job.”

“] love it here and I want to
stay but I've got no future here
now.” he said as the audience
broke into applause

Wilson conceded the coun-
cil has faced such obstacles in
remedying the budget situation
as “political fighting,” but he
assured the audience that the
council is “working together”
for the common good.

“We do realize that we're

going to have to get the tax rate
down so people can survive,”
he said.

Dominic Casulli said the
“school board is too big" in
light of student enrollment.
“We've got to get used to living
within our means.

“We have to be very careful
about counting on the water-
front in the future,” he added.

Pasculli took umbrage at
Casulli's remarks and said,
“We're making cuts but we
have a mandate to the young
people of this city” to educate
them

On Monday, the mayor said,
he and other city officials will
meet with state officials to ap-
peal for financial aid -

BUDGET

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

last night, Pasculli once again
refi to waterfront develop-
ment as the best way out of the
city’s financial problems.

“I cannot let this community
suffer for a prolo riod of
time,” Pasculli said. “We've got
to get waterfront development
moving again and get this city
back on its feet.”

Councilman Joseph Della Fave
agreed that progress must be
made on the waterfront but also
was critical of the
administration’s spending prac-
tices,

“This crisis did not come about

simply because of the result of the
referendum,” Della Fave said.
“There have been years of un-
necessary spending, at the county
level, at the school board and, to
a lesser extent, on the municipal
side.” -’

Percontino, among others, said
he was unhappy with the expla-
nations he heard last night and
offered a note of caution.

“I want to live in Hoboken the
rest of my life; I love it here,” he
said to the council. “But I've got
no future because of the mess you
got us in. You've got to start
doing your jobs.”

Fine puts off retirement

Continued from Page 1
certification. But a 35-page
evaluation issued by the county
superintendent of schools, who
oversees the state monitoring,
disclosed the district needs to
pay special attention to Con-
nors, Kealey and Demarest
schools.

Fine's abandonment of re-
tirement plans derails efforts
by some board members to ap-
point Fourth Ward Councilman
Edwin Duroy acting superin-
tendent. Duroy is Connors
School principal.

Trustees who support
Duroy, among them Board
President James Farina, real-
ize they are working against a
deadline of next spring when
four board seats are up for
election, which could change
the balance of power.

Acocella, who could not be
reached by The Jersey Journal,
is expected to inform the board
officially next month that the
district will remain in Level 3.

Hoboken fell under state
monitoring four years ago
when the grammar and high
schools failed state tests in
reading, writing and math.

while Hoboken High

School for the first time in four
years passed those tests last
spring, 75 percent of the stu-
dents in Connors, Kealey and
Demarast schools did not.

“There is also a concern
regarding the extent to which
the educational and personal
needs of students have been
addressed in some of the dis-
trict’s schools,” Acocella’s re-
port reads. “Specific problems
are evident in Connors and
Kealey Schools and, to a lesser
extent, in Demarest School. Im-
plementation of strategies for
addressing student needs in or-
der to provide them with the
best possible education is
imperative.

“It is incumbent upon the
managers responsible for these
areas to exercise their author-
ity and devote their efforts to-
ward achievement to the same
degree of success as has been
attained in the other areas of
the Level 3 action plan.

“I am, therefore, directing
the district to develop viable
corrective action plans for the
business office, Connors Ele-
mentary School, Demarest Ele-
mentary School and Kealey EI-
ementary School,” it states.

-
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Hearing set tonight on budget

that will a

By Jo-Ann Meriarty 1 ¢/
Journal stafl writer~ ™

A public hearing will be
held at 7 tonight in the Hobo-
ken City Hall on the 1990 city
budget, which as proposed will
add $10 to the existing tax rate
of $17.52 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation

And, even though Mayor
Patrick Pasculli has eliminat-
ed 110 jobs in the $34 million
spending plan, City Council
members yesterday said that
more cuts will have to be made

Councilmen David Roberts
and Steve Cappiello said that
they will look at the high-paid
managerial jobs to see if some
of those jobs can be eliminated
to reduce municipal spending

“Having a tax rate beyond
€23 or $24 is unacceptable and
it confiscates people’s proper-
ty,” Roberts said.

“I will do whatever needs
to be done to make sure that
the tax rate is not as high«as
projected,” he vowed.

Some steps that Roberts
said he is considering is asking
the Hoboken Teachers Associ-

tion to defer its 1990-91 salary
increases, to lobby for more

», ),)/‘1 g
-

state aid and sell city land to
bring in mcre revenue

He said that the Board of
Education has to begin reduc-
ing its budget because his con-
stituents in the Sixth Ward car-
ry the greatest share of funding
the public schools.

Cappiello noted that many
of the jobs axed by the budget
crunch were low paying jobs
which have little affect on the
tax rate

] can't vote for that budget
as it is today. The taxpayers
will be devastated. We must
pull together and see what we
can do,” Cappiello said.

“We should talk about rev-
olutionary ideas and about
some old ideas about less gov-
ernment,” he said.

Pasculli was basing his
budget on $8 million he expect-
ed to receive from a partner-
ship with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey to
develop 30 acres of city-owned
land along the southern end of
the city on the Hudson River.

But voters rejected the
plan to build a 32 million
square foot development.

But Pasculli has told the
City Council that even with the

dd $10 to tax rate

P.A. money, the tax rate was
scheduled to increase by $5 be-
cause of the Board of Educa-
tion budget, increases in mu-
nicipal spending and
reductions in state aid

The city used $3 million it
re(-el\'ed from the Port Author-
ity from a tentative agreement
in its budget last year to offset
the amount to be raised
through local taxation.

The Board of Education,
because of reduction in state
aid and increases in school
spending, adds $3 to the local
d4ax levy. The school board ap-
proved a three-year contract
with the HTA in the spring that
will cost $5 million to fund.

“The faet of the matter is, 1
don’t see us making up the ten
dollars this late in the year,”
Second Ward Councilman Jo-
seph Della Fave said.

Last year, for every tax dol-
lar, 51 cents went to the Board
of Education, 17 cents went to
municipal spending and 32
cents to running the county.

Under the proposed bud-
get, 42 cents will go to the
Board of Education, 36 cents
will go to City Hall and 21 ¢ents
will go to the county bud; >t

Hoboken spending up despite job cuts

Sewerage authority
quarrels over ruling

By Blanca M. Quintanilla
and Jo-Anne Moriarty - %7/’
Journal staff writers) J- " /4

Union City wants the
HUCW Sewerage Authority to
reconsider its not appealing a
ruling clearing the way for a
sludge gasifier in Hoboken

Just hours after the Hobo-
ken-Union City-Weehawken
sewerage authority commis-
sioners failed to get enough
votes Monday night to chal-
lenge a ruling by state Superior
Court Judge Dorothea O'C. Wef-
ing, Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez called the board’s
action outrageous.

Local governments will be
wasting millions if the $35-mil-
lion facility is built, he said.

In a gasifier, sludge, the
byproduct of sewage treatment,
is floated over hot sands and
burned. The gas generated is
used for electricity. Emissions
are be expelled through a 100-
foot smokestack, and the ash
put in a landfill.

The judge ruled Aug. 21
that a sludge permit is not re-
quired before officials can sign
a construction contract. The
authority had awarded a $35
million contract in October,

but members then refused to
sSign it

The authority had cited the
lack of a sludge permit and the
possibility of a less costly
means of treating sludge

Richard Wolff, chairman of

the Tri-City Sewage Authority,
said he has signed the contract
with Terminal Construction Co.
of Wood-Ridge even though he
believes there are safer and
cheaper ways of burning
sludge

“The contract has been
signed but not delivered,” said
Frank Leanza, counsel for the
authority

Meanwhile, Susan O’Kane,
spokeswoman for Pollution
Crisis Coalition, a Hoboken en
vironment group, said she was
outraged that the contract had
been signed

O’Kane had planned to pre
sent to the authority a petition
signed by nearly 2,000 area res-
idents demanding it investi
gate other sludge disposal
methods

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli and Union City Mayor
Robert Menendez tried but
failed to stop the project at the

See SCLWERAGE — Page 6

Sewerage authority
quarrels over ruling

Continued frem Page 1
state level
night's results, Menendez and
Union City Publie Safety Com-
missioner Bruce Walter, also
an authority commissioner, re-
fused to give in

Menendez said he was try-
ing to get Weehawken Mayor
Richard Turner and Pasculli to
flex their political muscles to
get the authority to reconsider
appealing the ruling. The
board has 40 days to appeal.

Menendez said the city's
Law Department is looking for
another avenue to challenge
the board’s decision

Pasculli said yesterday he
wanted a briefing from Wolff
on why the authority did not
vote to appeal

Voting Monday night to ap-
peal were Wolff and Frank
Raia of Hoboken and Walter
and Abe Antun of Union City.

Voting against an appeal
were Commissioners Vincent
Giusto and Edward Keating of
Weehawken and James Caul-
field of Hoboken. Five votes
were needed to appeal

Caulfield voted against the
appeal because, he said, the
city could lose federal funding
and possibly be slapped with
hefty fines by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion for reneging on its commit-
ment to treat wastewater. If
there is a public backlash to his

Despite Monday

By Jo-Ann Moriarty 1
Journal staff writer I/ ‘I/,Zd

Despite the elimination of
110 city jobs, Hoboken’s munic-
ipal budget shows that spend-
ing in almost all city depart-
ments increased over last year
in the proposed spending plan.
And the office of Mayor
Patrick Pasculli is no
exception.
While the mayor has volun-
tarily taken a pay cut of $13.,000
— after having given himselfan
82 percent raise upon his elec-
tion to a fouryear term last
spring — spending in his office
has increased from $95,558 to
$116,072, according to the city
budget. s

One reason for the increase
is an $8,000 salary increase giv-
en to the mayor’'s administra-
tive secretary, Angela Servello.
Her salary rose from $30,073 to
$38,900, according to the
budget

Pasculli, whose salary of
$35,700 was increased to
$65,000 last year, has taken a 20
percent salary cut effective in
July. His salary is now about
$52,000 and will reduce spend-
ing by $6,470 in this budget.

In the Law Department,
salaries increased from
$259,413 in 1989 to $323,812 this
year, according to the budget.
The increases are directly re-
lated to hiring more attorneys.
But that department will ab-
sorb a $35000 budget cut be-
cause of the elimination of one

though that department has
also been cut by $8,000, accord-
ing to the budget.

The 1990 spending plan is
difficult to read because of the
reorganization of departments
and the creation of three new
directorates, the directors of
Parks and Public Property, Hu-
man Resources and Public
Safety.

Those three jobs, each car-
rying a salary of $35,700, have
been eliminated.

Helen Macri, director of
Parks and Public Property, and
Thomas Kennedy, the Public
Safety director, have been let
£0.

But George Guzman, the di-
rector of Human Resources,
will return to his former job as
director of Hispanic Affairs
and receive a salary of $26,500,
according to the budget.

The department which will

feel the greatest blow from the
budget axe is Public Works, but
the actual increases and de-
creases are difficult to note be-
cause the spending in the Pub-
lic Works department has been
divided from the 1989 budget to
several departments in the
1990 spending plan.

The Recreation depart-
ment increased its salaries
from $140,000 last year to
$191,000, although that depart-
ment has also been cut by
$16,000 this year.

However, 67 jobs have been
eliminated in the departments
of Public Works, Recreation,
Water and the central garage.

While the proposed budget
contains serious cuts, members
of the City Council are critical
that the mayor ran the city on
emergency appropriations for
nine months with no spending
plan.

decision, he said, he will resign
from the authority

The city fought a long and
hard battle to prevent the gas-
ifier, said Wolff and Raia, and
the amount of money to finance
an appeal is insignificant com-
pared to the amount spent so
far on the court battle

Terminal Construction
sued in June to force the au-
thority to follow through on the
contract. Weffing's ruling virtu-
ally removed the last obstacle
to building the gasifier.

“l wished we could have
gone the last tenth of a mile
and brought some finality,”
Wolff said. “Whether citizens'
groups can enjoin or the mu-
nicipality can enjoin the con-
struction, those are questions
beyond my authority,” he said

The gasifier is scheduled to
be built at the current site of
the wastewater treatment plant
near 16th Street and Willow
Avenue, directly below
Weehawken.

The project is expected to
be operational in June, 1992
The $60 million upgrade to the
wastewater treatment plant
will restore water to 80 percent
purity. The city is under a fed-
eral edict to upgrade its waste-
water treatment.

The state has imposed a
moratorium on sewer hookups
until the wupgrading is
completed.

School chief getting F ine package

20
By Jo-Ann Moriarty -
Journal staff writer \/ J

The Hoboken Board of
Education plaiis to begin
looking for a new superin-
tendent and will accept the
present school district
head’s iucrative buyout
package in January,board
President James Farina said
yesterday.

Walter J. Fine, superin-

Eo £/3%4¢

Hoboken budget hearing planned

HOBOKEN — The City Council is scheduled to hold a hearing on this

year's proposed $34 million municipal budget tonight.

The spending plan reflects the loss of $8 million in anticipated
revenues from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey as part
of the waterfront development deal that was rejected by voters July 10.

Without the $8 million, Mayor Patrick Pasculli issued more than 100
layoff notices and projected a tax increase of nearly 60 percent, from
$17.52 per $1,000 of assessed value to $27.49. That increase includes
about a $3 rise in the local school tax rate and a roughly $1 rate jump

to fund this year’s Hudson County budget.
The hearing is scheduled for City Hall at 7 p.m.

—EDWARD K. SHANAHAN.

tendent with 39 years in the
dlstri_ct, had planned to take
a paid year’'s leave of ab-
sence starting in September
and officially retire next
June.

But Fine emerged from a
closed-door school board
session earlier this week
back on the job.

He told a reporter that
he had no immediate plans
to retire.

Farina said yesterday
that a majority on the school
bpard supports Fine's re-
tirement proposal, which
members say total between
$250,000 and $300,000.

Fine is asking for a paid
leave of absence, a 19 per-
cent retroactive salary hike
on his existing salary of
$83,794 and a buyout of his
unused sick and vacation
time.

_ “The board is still nego-
tiating with Walter. But
there was a recommenda-
tion to stay on until January
if the board agreed to his
terms,” Farina said.

In the meantime, the
board will conduet a search
for Fme's replacement and
Farina said that search will
go beyqnd the local district.

Farina had said that he

favored appointing someone
frpm within the school dis-
trict because those employ-
ees understand the system.
However, Farina said yes-
terday that he did not be-
lieve that philosophy pre-
cluded allowing candidates
from outside the system to
apply for the job.

School Trustees Eddie
Garcia and Perry Belfiore
agree with Farina that some-
one from within the system
ought to be appointed to re-
g}ag‘e girif. llgocrd Trustee

aire DePalma su
outside search. ams

Sta ¢ education officials
have said that they will ob-
serve closely Hoboken's pro-

cess in selecting a new
school head. Hoboken is be-
ing monitored by the state
Department of Education
because basic skills test
scores fell below state stan-
dards four years ago.

assistant city attorney, one ste-
nographer and Robert King, a
legal intern who serves as a
consumer affairs officer.

The budget in the rent con-
trol office for salaries is up

Hoboken has SOS meeting with Florio

frc= $71,533 to $99,410, al-
.

L

Hoboken fire
forces three
families out

By Jo-Ann Moriarty .~ %,
Journal staff writer -\ ) ﬁ”
7

A one-alarm fire at 1202

By Joseph Albright

With the loss of that aid, Hobo-

jjd/// is faced with a 57 percent prop-
Journal correspondent )—g i)te" is faced with a 57 pe P

TRENTON — Hoboken yester-
day bared its financial soul before
Gov. Jim Florio in his State House
office.

Florio listened to what was de-
seribed as a one-hour “briefing” by
Hoboken officials.

Hoboken’s financial dilemma
was outlined by Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli who is attempting to cope with
a loss of $8 million in Port Authority
of N.Y. and N.J. revenue this year
because of the 12-vote referendum
defeat of the PA’'s $125 million wa-
terfront investment plan in July.

rty tax increase this year — after a
reduction in property taxes last year
because of a $7 million PA grant,
Pasculli said.

Paseulli was joined by Assem-
blyman Bernard F. Kenny Jr., Hobo-
ken Democrat, Assemblyman Robert
Menendez, Union City Democrat,
and Assembly Speaker Joseph V.
Doria Jr., Rayonne Democrat.

Pasculli and Kenny indicated
hope the state could come to Hobo-
ken's aid this year.

No state aid figures were
mentioned.

Florio's staff will work with the

Hoboken officials on the issue, Ken-
ny said.

Meanwhile, the Pasculli Admin-
istration and other officials have
been holding meetings seeking what
Kenny called a “consensus” on a
possibly new PA waterfront devel-
opment proposal.

The meetings involved the citi-
zens group which won a referendum
from the State Supreme Court and
then beat the PA plan by 12 votes in
July.

Kenny said they hoped the vari-
ous groups would reach a “consen-
sus” before a modified PA plan is
subject to another referendum. No
date is in mind yet, he said.

Meanwhile, the City Council i§
wrestling with the local budget
problem, aggravated by an immedi-
ate loss of $3 million and loss ‘of’
another $5 million from the PA by
year’'s end, Pasculli said.

Any state aid for Hoboken this
year would depend on availability of
state revenues in a state experienc-
ing a turndown in the economy.

The Florio Administration has
promised that tax benefits are com«
ing from Florio's $2.8 billion tax’
increase, improved school aid mon-’
ey and the Homeowner Tax Rebate
which the Hudson Democratic dele:
gation voted for. But these benefils.
don’t arrive till next year. .

Janitors get
big bucks
in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

“There is a spirit there of
‘let's get this thing done and
meet our deadline,’ ” Belfiore

Park Ave. in Hoboken yester-
day left three families home-
less and sent two firefighters to
the hospital to be treated for
smoke inhalation.

Firefighters were not cer-
tain at press time yesterday
what caused the fire in the sec-
ond floor of the three-family
brownstone.

When the blaze erupted
about 11:30 a.m., no one was at
home in the three units.

But Lorraine Dellostritto, a
widow who has lived at the
brownstone for 13 years, was
across the street when she
heard about the fire.

Despite the protests from
firefighters, Dellostritto en-
tered the burning building to
save her cat, Petunia, and two
birds, Frick and Frack.

“I went through the smoke
and fire and everything. I
didn't care. The firefighters
were yelling, ‘Lady get out of
there.’ But I wanted to get my
cat and birds,’ ” she said.

Firefighters rescued a cat
on the third floor.

The house is owned by Mi-
chael DeTerlizzi, who moved
out in June to live at the Jersey
Shore, neighbors said

Dellostritto said the first
two floors have new tenants

Deputy Chief Charles Eber-
sole said two firefighters, Rob-

Hoboken’s school janitors are getting big bucks

More overtime approved as they race deadline

Journal staff writer |

By Jo-Ann Moriarty /”j- é)’ c 3
K/,/yc

More overtime has been approved
for Hoboken janitors — who submit-
ted a controversial bill last month —
because they are working against a
deadline to have Hoboken High
School ready for students next week.

But the amount of overtime
should be “minimal” yesterday, said
school Trustee Perry Belfiore.

The bill should be “substantially
less” than the $48,960 given to 24 jani-
tors for 12 days of work last month,

according to school Trustee Otto
Hottendorf.
The Board of Education passed a

resolution at its last meeting barring-«

overtime — unless it was an emergen-
cy — for janitors to replace classroom
furniture which had been moved in
preparation of asbestos removal.
But school trustees received tele-
phone calls from the office of Walter
Fine, superintendent of schools, ask-

ing for the approval of overtime, ac-
cording to Belfiore and Hottendorf.

The 24 janitors who received over-
time pay — one as much as $3,100 for
132 hours of overtime pay in 12 days —
worked 16 hours of overtime on Satur-
days and 16 hours of doubletime on
Sundays and between six and eight
hours of time-and-a-half during the
week, school records show.

Overtime is needed again bécause

the janitors are racing against a dead-
line to have the high school ready for
students on Wednesday, Belfiore said.
~ “Theyare working vigorously wip-
ing the furniture and moving it back to
the classrooms,” Belfiore said.
Because there was a 10-day gap
between the asbestos company’s com-
pleted its work and another firm's
beginning to replace ceiling tiles and
building frames, the janitors were de-

Fails to show in court

Landlord given

| :
inadequate plumbing and electrical fix-

charges he was discharging raw sewage

layed in returning the furniture, Bel-
fiore said.

“It was determined by the janitors
and the central office that we could
not meet the target date without keep-
ing people in after hours,” Belfiore
said.

Since janitors are entitled to
doubletime on Sundays, and Monday
(Labor Day) is a paid holiday, Belfiore
noted that the work will be done with-
out “paying doubletime and
tripletime.”

See JANITORS GET — Page 6

said.

The July overtime bill was
high because janitors assigned
to other schools did not partici-
pate in moving the high school
furniture until after they had
worked a full day at their regu-
larly assigned school, Belfiore
said.

The board decided at its
last meeting to put all janitors
at the high school and assign
only one to each school, said
trustee Claire DePalma, who
had thought that was the origi-
nal plan in July.

While Hottendorf was criti-
cal of the July overtime, he said
yesterday that he agreed the
work had to be done.

James Farina, board presi-
dent, said that the overtime
was granted in July to save the
city money. He estimated that
private movers would have
charged upwards of $300,000.

48 hours to do repairs

the tenants, who repeated their vows not issued a warrant for Makhoul's arrest

ert Falco and Ralph Corrado,
were sent to St. Mary Hospital
suffering from smoke inhala-
tion. They were treated and re-
said Edward Cappar-
ucci, hospital spokesman

The fire was extinguished
in 30 minutes. Twenty fire
fighters were at the scene

leases

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN e )\ Y})

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — A city landlord, whose
rundown tenement at 600 Monroe St. is
on the verge of being condemned,
skipped a scheduled court date and meet-
ing with city officials yesterday.

While landlord Daniel Makhoul con-
tinued to remain elusive, housing of-
ficials yesterday declared the building
unsafe for a variety of reasons, including

tures, and broken smoke detectors.

But officials did not move to evict the
11 families that live there.

“We're going to give the landlord 48
hours to make emergency repairs,” said
Construction Code Official Alfred
Arezzo. “If he doesn’t do it, the city will
hire professionals to make the repairs
Then we'll decide what happens to the
tenants.”

Arezzo's words offered little comfort to

to leave until the city finds them per-
manent housing.

“Basically, it’s like they're doing us a
favor,” Quinones said. “If they don't
come up with the money to do the repairs
they say the building needs, we're going
to be out in the street.”

LR 2

POLICE FIRST arrested the 29.year.
old Makhoul, of Saddle Brook, Aug. 9 on

from 600 Monroe St. and warehousing
apartments there. Makhoul bought the
18-unit building in December.

After missing one court hearing on
those charges, Makhoul was arrested a
second time. He appeared Aug. 16 in
Municipal Court to answer those and
other charges, and was fined

1.700 and sentenced to 14 days in the
Hudson County Jail in Jersey City.

Municipal Court Judge Ross London

yesterday and lifted a previous stay he
had placed on the jail sentence.

Assistant City Attorney Corinne
Mullen said the city is making every
effort to find new homes for the
building’s tenants.

“We've had some leads, but so far,
there's nothing definite,” Mullen said.

The city also is moving to protect the

residents until permanent homes are
found.
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Ousted priest:
I’ll wed gays

By DAVID REILLY
The Hudson Dispatch

The Rev. Robert Williams announced yesterday he would perform
marriages for same-sex couples because the Qasis — a gay ministry in
Hoboken that ousted him — no longer does so.

“I've been doing them all along,”
Williams said. “But now I don’t know
of any priest who will do it publicly.”

Williams said he would marry cou-
ples wherever they wanted to have
the ceremony performed

The 34-year-old Texas native is a
controversial gay Episcopal priest
who was forced out of the Oasis after
contradicting church teachings on
sexuality.

While addressing a church sym-
posium in December, Williams said
celibacy and monogamy are both un-
natural, Mother Theresa would be
better off if she had sex, and Jesus had
a gay lover.

Because of the remarks, Newark
Bishop John Spong asked Williams to
resign as executive director of the
Oasis.

Only six weeks before, Spong was
attacked by conservative factions of
the Episcopal Church for ordaining
Williams.

Since Williams’ departure, the Oasis, at All Saints Episcopal Church
on Washington Street, has stopped performing gay marriages.

REV. ROBERYT WILLIAMS
Has two marriages scheduled

The question of whether the church should marry gay couples is still !

Please see PRIEST Page 17

~
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being debated by the Episcopal
hierarchy.

But gay couples would lose out
if they were forced to wait for an
answer, Williams said. So he has
announced he is available for
public, gay marriages.

“This is an important ministry
that many gay and lesbian cou-
ples want and need,” Williams
said. “Since the most liberal
diocese of the most liberal main-
stream Christian denomination
has refused to respond to this
need, I want it to be known that
I, as an individual Christian

riest, will continue to respond as
?have been all along.”

Neither Episcopal Church of-
ficials, nor the Rev. David Nor-
gard, who is Oasis’ new executive
director, could be reached for
comment on Williams’ an-
nouncement.

Williams said he is now living
in Jersey City and plans to marry
two same-sex couples within a
month.

No stranger to controversy,
| Williams — who criticized Spong
! on the television show
“Donahue” after his resignation
— said he was not worried his
announcement would upset
church officials.

“It doesn’t make any difference

At Oasis , /D f}/d)

N(J—ptials
for gays
weighed

Center in Hoboken

may resume services |

By DAVID REILLY

to me anymore,” Williams said.
“I'm not allowed to function in
any Episcopal Church, but I am
still an Episcopal priest.”

Since his ouster, Williams said,
he has been taking doctoral
courses at New York University
and is trying to build a private
practice of pastoral counseling.

|
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charges of discharging raw sew i j other
arg - plumbing, electrical
age from the building, as well as problen?ag inethe buildi;!:

warehousing apartments there.
Most recently, Makhoul, of
Saddle Brook, skipped both a

court date and a meeting with said.

city officials last Friday t .
plain whether he plani t,g (f!'lxx

When new homes found

Hoboken
evicting
Monroe
tenantsy

| By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — City officials de-
livered eviction notices yesterday
to 11 families living at 600
Monroe St., but said the tenants
will not be forced from the build-
ing until new homes are found for
them.

Residents of the violation-rid-
dled tenement said they are un-
convinced the city has their best
interests at heart. They renewed

| their vow not to leave until they

have permanent housing.
“We don’t know what’s going

. on,” Frances Perez said. “They
| just gave us these notices to va-

cate the premises. We don’t know
where they're going to put us.
They're playing games like
always.”

Perez and the the building’s
other tenants have been in limbo
since Aug. 9, when the city
cracked down on landlord Daniel
Makhoul for a slew of health and
safety code violations.

City police have arrested
Makhoul twice, and twice he has
failed to appear to answer

s {

Hoboken hostage’s husband has

Continued from Page 1

freed Westerners to pass
through the border point, but
that he was unsure when they
might begn to arrive.

Kalumbar, her son, Guhar,
a niece and a nephew have
been held since Iraq invaded
Kuwait on Aug. 2.

They were among 334 taken
from a British Airways flight
stranded when it Janded in Ku-
wait to refuel moments before
Iraqi troops took control of the

A new warrant was issued for
Makhqul’s arrest. He faces a 14-
day jail sentence, city attorneys

After giving Makhoul almost a
week to make emergency repairs,

airport. The Kalumbars were
on their way to visit relatives in
India, said Ramashandrra Ka-
lumlb{ar of Bloomfield.
is wife has not g »

word to him, he said. : g

The last he heard, Kalum.
bar said, was that his wife and
the children were being de-
tained at a hotel in Kuwait.

Iraq has since threatened
that it will move Westerners to
key military and industrial tar-
gets in Iraq to use as human

l Please see MONROE Page 16 :

More to be less in Hoboken

A $16 million plan being

-~
]
By Jo-Ann Moriarty J , \
Journal staff writer z‘z 7/1 ¢ considered by the school board

The Hoboken Board of
Education is planning to build
two new grammar schools to
reduce the number of build-
ings from seven to three and
keep Hoboken High School be-

calls for demolition of Connors
and Demarest schools and con-
struction of two state-of-the-art
buildings on those sites for 500
students in each facility.

The plan also calls for ren-
ovating Wallace School, which
has a student capacity of 1,257

bilities in a report prepared by
Harsen and Johns, a consulting
firm the Board of Education
hired to study the conditions of
existing buildings, project stu-
dent enrollments and present
alternatives for a five-year
master plan.

The student enrollment of
3,459 in 1989-90 is expected to

o

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Episcopal clergy
at the Oasis, a gay and lesbian
outreach center, said yesterday

they were considering per-
forming same-sex marriages — a
service the ministry offered brief-
ly last year, but abandoned in
January.

The Rev. David Norgard,
Oasis’ executive director, said he
has not yet decided whether to
bless gay and lesbian unions.

“l haven't had time to think
about it yet,” said Norgard, who
came to Oasis three weeks ago.
“It's one of many questions I'll be
considering about the ministry.”

Last week, Norgard's prede-
ccessor at Oasis, the Rev. Robert
Williams, criticized the Episcopal
Church and Oasis for backing off
its original promise to marry
gays and lesbians.

Williams, wheo lives in Jersey
City, said he would be available
to perform same-sex marriages
because the Oasis, at All Saints
Episcopal Church on Washington
Street, isn't doing them.

The Episcopal Diocese of New-
ark had no position on Williams’
announcement, said Deacon
Leslie Smith, a spokesman for
Bishop John Spong.

“The bishop of the diocese
asked Rev. Williams to refrain

Please see WEDDINGS Page 12

cause a new study shows all
below

buildings
standards.

state

More schools to be less

Continued from Page 1

decrease to 2,579 in 1994-95, ac-
cording to the study. The stu-
dent enrollment 10 years ago
was about 6,500.

School trustees contacted
by The Jersey Journal support
the plan to build two new
schools, keep Wallace and the
high school except Trustee
Otto Hottendorf who objects to
the method the school plans to
use to secure financing.

One board member said
that the plan may be adopted
before the spring election in
which four board seats are up.

Board President James Fa-
rina acknowledged that the
plan may end the political ca-
reers of sitting board members.

“That is a chance we will
have to take, but we have to do
the right thing. But we will hold
public hearings,” Farina said.

Board Vice President Ger-
aldine Pantoliano, Claire De-
Palma and Perry Belfiore sup-
port the plan.

“We are mandated by the
state to come up with a five
year plan,” Belfiore said. “We
want to save money but provide
environments for better learn-
ing, with labs, swimming pool,
and air conditioning.

“The reason why we did
away with summer school is
because we couldn’t get any-
body to teach in those swelter-
ing hot boxes. Being comfort-
able is conducive to learning.”
Pantoliano, chairman of the
buildings and grounds commit-
tee, said the “buildings have a

terrible learning
environment.”
DePalma notes that in Con-

nors School, there are only two
bathrooms — one for boys and
one for girls — in the basement.

The board is accepting pro-
posals for a financial advisor to
help trustees decide which
plan will accommodate educa-
tional needs and be most cost
effective.

Farina said that the city
should eventually save money
with new facilities and the ad-
ditional closings of Calabro,
Brandt, Kealey to the closing of
Rue School by the board two
years ago.

Rue may be reopened
while Demarest and Connors
are being rebuilt, board mem-
bers said.

Farina said the district will
save on costs of reduced staffs
and maintenance and utilities.

“The Demarest School is a

beautiful building but it is an
educational dinasaur. There is
no access for the handicapped,
no elevators,” Farina said.

DePalma, noting that most
school buildings are 70 years
old, said the district shouldn’t
risk its eventual certification
because of problems with
facilities.

She said once the district
improves its academic stand-
ing and leaves Level 3 — which
the it fell into because basic
skills test scores were below
state standards, “it would be
unfortunate to fall back in
again because of a problem
with the buildings.”

The five-year plan is man-
dated by the state Department
of Education, she said, adding
that the state intends to start
looking at physical conditions
of the schools.

Board members hope the
state will provide funding for
the new construction.

In addition, there is sup-
port on the board to build the
schools through a “lease pur-
chase agreement” in which the
$16 million will not need voter
approval that is required for
bond issues.

Hottendorf objects to the
“Jease purchase agreement”
because he said it circumvents
public ability to vote on the
issue and have a voice on board
spending.

But board members con-
tend the schools will never be
built if public approval is
needed. DePalma points to the
public’s rejection of a bond ref-
erendum to remove asbestos
from the high school.

“The schools will never get
built,” she said.

Belfiore agreed and wants
to hire Jonathan Gordon, an
unsuccessful school candidate
in the spring election, as finan-
cial advisor. Some trustees are
pushing Gordon to fill the va-
cancy left by Michael Ros-
sano’s resignation last week.

“What we are talking about
in general is downsizing the
system to three grammar
schools and the high school,
the building of two new schools
and the rehab of Wallace and
getting rid of four buildings,”
Belfiore said.

But he said the public will
never approve. “If we put a
referendum on the ballot in
November to close all public
schools, it stands a good chance
of winning,” he said.

students, and the high school.
The plan is one of six possi-

officials said.

See MORE — Page 4

Blaze rgy}_s fgmyggs, hurts firemen

HOBOKEN — A one-alarm firé on

displaced and two firefighters with minor injuries yesterday, fire

Park Avenue left three families

itial i tigations pointed to an accidental electrical problem as
thiné::uel !(‘:}’et.he‘blm inp:he 1200 block of Park Avem..w, said Deputy
Fire Chief Charles Ebersole. The fire, which started just after 11:30

a.m., was brought under control within a half-hour,

rsole said.

le said the fire heavily damaged the second-floor apartment in
thftehmmm building and moderately damaged the other two ﬂqora.
Firefighter Ralph Corrado suffered heat prostration and minor
burns, and Chief’s Aide Robert Falco suffered smoke inhalation. Both
were treated at St. Mary Hospital, released and placed off-duty,

Ebersole said.

Schools may thwart bidding law

Journal staff writer

By Jo-Ann Moriarty (- gl;’?/‘fd

The new type of financing
the Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion is considering for con-
struction of two schocls may
not require public bidding.

School Trustee Oito Hot-
tendorf said yesterday that the
lease purchase agreements bq-
ing considered not only don't
require a bond referendum but
also don’t require the school

—~EDWARD K. SHANAHAN.

board to solicit public bids for
construction.

“It is a gimmick,” Hotten-
dorf said.

Board President James Fa-
rina, who suppo>ts the $16 mil-
lion plan to reduce the number
of grammar schools from seven
to three by building two new
schools and renovating Wal-
lace School, was uncertain
whether public bidding is re-
quired in lease puirchase
agreements.

na said.

tion,” Guzman

hope

shields to dis
— scourage a U.S.
But Kalumbar d
know if his wif o
: ez 3 P
ek X and son have
Kalumbar has be
en relue-

t.ant to talk to reporters in re-
'(ent d_ays for fear of attracting
dl((‘;llllon to his wife.

¢ said yesterday that the
ordeal has been “not so good.”
T\yo weeks ago, he called it
vagomun_g. Sometimes you feel
.\ery confident and it last for
about a half an hour. And then
you go into depression.”

Information from the Asso-
clated Press was ysed in this
report,

Ed board
may not
need bids

Continued from Page 1

construction on public pro-
jects, and as a result, costs are
usually inflated by 20 and 30
percent, Hartwyk said.

Also, when public bidding
is used, the school board is
“required under the law to
take the lowest bid and some-
times the product is inferior,”
he said.

The board approved a reso-
lution at its July 17 meeting
stating the need to engage in a
district-wide capital facilities
program and gave Farina and
Clapp & Eisenberg authority to
“take whatever action is neces-
sary in order to facilitate the
lease purchase financing con-
templated by the board.”

The board, the state De-
partment of Education and the
state Finance Board must ap-
prove the lease purchase
agreement, said Hartwyk.

Local school trustees say
the board must opt for this type
of financing because it needs to
upgrade the school buildings.

Nearly all the buildings
are below state standards, but
trustees doubt the public
would approve a bond issue for
upgrading.

Farina and Trustee Claire
DePalma hope the construc-
tion costs can be financed or at
least subsidized by state funds
available for new facilities.

“It is going to be competi-
tive for the grant money. But we
have a jump on this because we
have our five-year facility plan
that is needed before you can
apply for the state money,” Fa-
rina said.

Hottendorf contends that
lease purchase agreements are
used generally when school
distriets are overpopulated

“Otto might be right,” Fari-

He referred the question to
the board’s bond counsel,
Christopher Hartwyk, of the
Newark law firm of Clapp &
Eisenberg.

The need for public bid-
ding depends on “the structur-
ing of the lease purchase con-
tracts,” said Hartwyk.

Contractors typically delay

See ED BOARD - Page 7

WEDDINGS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from practicing as a priest,”
Smith said. “He is still a priest of
the diocese, but he chooses to
ignore the bishop's orders.”
Spong asked Williams to step
down as leader of Oasis in Janu-
ary, a month after Williams told
a church symposium that mono-
gamy and celibacy are both un-
natural, that Mother Theresa
would be better off if she had sex
and that Christ had a gay lover.
The Oasis, and Williams’
pledge to perform gay and lesbhian
marriages, were both put on hold
after the priest left the ministry.
Norgard, looking .to take a
more low-key approach to run-
ning Oasis, said he would have to
deliberate on the possibility of
the ministry blessing same-sex

unions and discuss i1t with the
group’s directors.

“lI know it’s a topic for dis-
cussion,” Norgard said. “But it’s
obvious this is such a hot, con-
troversial issue that it doesn’t do
any good to debate this in the
papers. This is a subject for theo-

logical and ethical debate withi
the church.” beomons

Smith said priests at the Oasis,
or anywhere else, could only
bless, not marry, samesex cou-
ples.

For a marriage, a couple needs
a marriage license, he said. Gay
and lesbian couples cannot re

ceive such a license in New Jer-
sey.

the city does not intend
v €  tenants out in the streetf e
“That is not the city’s inten.
said.
chances of placing the
Hoboken are very, very sli
we’ll put them wherever we can.”
Guzman said most of the famil-

m’”;le ment-subsidized Applied Hous-
. bult] ing developments.

St.’s tenants, Guzman said

Hostage’s
husband
has hope

Hoboken dentist
may be released

By Kery Murakami . - V7
7 %%,

Journal staff writer' /-

Yesterday offered hope to
the husband of a Hoboken den-
tist held hostage in Kuwait.

The last three weeks have
been an emotional roller-coast-
er ride for Ramashandrra Ka-
Jumbar, the dentist’s husband.

But at day's end yesterday,
there was only hope.

His wife Sara Kalumbar,
their 13-year-old son and more
than 2,000 other Americans
held in Iraq and Kuwait re-
main hostages.

“I'm very hopeful,” Rama-
shandrra Kalumbar said in a
brief telephone interview early
in the afternoon.

“Nothing has happened
yet. I don’t know anything more
than what I've heard on the
news.”

Kalumbar heard Iraqg’s
President Saddham Hussein
promise that more than 1,000
Western women and children
could leave yesterday.

Iraq’s ambassador to the
United States refused to give a
timetable for their departure
but said Iraq would also free
the detained men after getting
assurances from the United
States that it would not attack.

However, no Western hos-
tages had crossed the Jordani-
an border by early today, and
reports from Baghdad said
their departure was stalled be-
cause they did not have the
required exit visas.

U.S. Ambassador o Jordan
Roger Harrison traveled to the
border post of Ruweishid, 210
miles northeast of Amman, to
supervise the reception of any
American women and children
arriving there.

American diplomatic offi-
cials have manned the border
round-the-clock for two weeks
in ¢ase any U.S. hostages were
freed.

Harrison’s presence sug-
gested that new arrivals were
imminent.

British officials told Iraq
yesterday they are ready to
send aircraft to Baghdad to
pick up Western women and
children.

But they also said that they
doubted the sincerity of Sad-
dam’s offer.

“It is a cat and mouse game
—mnow a little mercy, now some
more ruthlessness,” Foreign
Secretary Douglas Hurd said in
London.

“His purpose, as far as one
can tell, is to keep the human
shield policy but divert atten-

les are already on waiting lists for
apartments with the city’s Hous-
ing Authority and the govern-

Guzman said each family
qualify for up to $500 in r.c‘*lcfca;
tion funds, depending on the size
of the apartments they move to

he city has a relocation fund of
$13,000, which should be enough
Yo accommodate all of 600 Monroe

tion by little acts of mercy from
the main and totally unaccept-
able policy,” Hurd said.

at Ruweishid said by telephone
that he expected a number of

A senior Jordanian official

See HOBOKEN Page 4




Janitors won’t get the big bucks She brings order to

By Jo-Ann Moriarty T
Journal staff writer

Hoboken janitors are ex-
Pected to work today preparing
the high school for its fall open-
ing Wednesday but they will
not receive double-time and
triple-time pay for tomorrow
and Labor Day.

Patrick Pantoliano, direc-
tor of custodial services, yes-
terday said he expected crews
to be working today. They will

be paid at the time-and-a-half
rate.

When asked about working
tomorrow and Labor Day, Pan-
toliano said, “the only thing we
are working is Saturday and
that’s that.”

A school trustee charged
yesterday that the janitors had
refused to work overtime at
time and a half last Wednesday
unless they were guaranteed
dqubletime pay on Sunday and
tripletime pay on Monday.

“No one goes the extr ile
at the Board of Educalfor:l:;
say how can we help the com-
munity. They are out for the
Eldnél_ghté' dollar,” said Trustee

ie Garcia, a H
lice lieutenant. s o

Charles Tortorella, high
school principal, would not on-
firm that the janitors had re-
fused to work extra hours
Wednesday unless they were

HOBQKE.\' — It’s 6 a.m., daylight is just a
suggestion, and Glenda Hutchinson stands in
the cavernous PATH station awaiting the
onslaught of 28,000 or so travelers ‘

Th(f public-information officer is a com
bmauop traffic cop, trouble shooter and
entertainment guide to the waves of harried
eommuters and confused tourists

At 7:30, the station verges on chaos A New
Jersey Transit train has Just arrived on the
street-level tracks above, and men and
women, clutching briefcases and sweating
:hrough business suits, run down the mnneﬁ
Icading to the PATH turnstiles

Hutchinson answers !/O 7/?/‘/:

7 A quarter gets stuck in a turnsfile ma
chine. A traffic jam of jumpy commuters
grows. »Huu‘hmsmn. dressed in a burgundy
PATH jacket, springs into action :
With a pass, she clears the machine and
reopens the blocked floodgate to New York
We'd be lost without her’ says Don Free
swick, an electrical engineer with the US
Energy Department. on his way to work in
Manhattan :
The PATH trains — heading to 33rd Street
and the World Trade Center — depart. Calm

PATH ‘chaos’

re State Building and the
ral History are three of
suggestions

‘They come with all types of accents and all
e - ] ’
1}) pes of languages,” Hutchinson says. “Some
dont speak English, which makes for :

interesting conversation.’

1
hnp«-~ w1l

']‘h\

he Jersey City native and single mother

Saysshe 1s a ns P, or

a f1€ 18 a natural for the entry-level job she
Il lead to a position in management

I like to work with people,” she says

e

See SCHOOL JANITORS — Page 4 opportunity to meet scores more, even

. just for the briefest of moments, comes
::(mns! as though on cue. Another NJ T ransit
ain unloads its human cargo upstairs and

returns
For tourists.

Sto  often offers sugg
train,

A woman in her early 20s slows down to a
trot and as'ss Hutchinson which train goe
14th Street. The 33rd

if it'’s
the 28-year-old Hutchinson

estions on what to see across

.\‘ -
Street the Hudson River —

Greenwich Village, the com

School janitors won't
get those big bucks

Continued from Page 1

guaranteed the double and
tripletime.

“I can’t answer that, it may
be a contractural dispute and
result in litigation,” he said.

But he confirmed that the
janitors worked overtime on
Tuesday, Thursday and yester-
day. When asked if they worked
overtime on Wednesday, Tor-
torella said, “No.”

He would not speculate on
whether the work will be com-
pleted today.

The working hours of the
janitors became controversial
last month when 24 of them
were paid $48,960 for 12 days’
work preparing the high school
for asbestos removal. More
than 100,000 square feet of ceil-
ing tile had to be replaced.

Pantoliano, director of cus-
todial services and husband of
school Trustee Geraldine Pan-
toliano, who chairs the commit-
tee on buildings and grounds,
received the most money for
overtime, $3,100 for 132 hours,
according to school records.

The janitors were paid for
six to eight hours of work dur-
ing the week and up to 16 hours
of time and a half and double-
time on weekends, according to
school records.

The overtime was autho-
rized by the administration to
clear classrooms of furniture
and equipment in preparation
of asbestos removal.

The Board of Education be-
gan applying for federal funds
to finance the procedure in
January. The school district re-
ceived federal funding in May.

The school closed for the
summer on June 27 and the
janitors began sweeping and
cleaning the high school the
first week of July. The overtime
was for the period between
July 11 and 22.

According to Mrs. Panto-
liano, the janitors had to pack
all the classrooms’ equipment
into nearly 2,000 cartons be-
cause the faculty left for the
summer recess as though “they
were returning to work the
next day.”

The asbestos company be-
gan bringing in its equipment
July 19 and began asbestos re-
moval July 23. The work was
expected to be completed Aug.
27, Anthony Curko, school busi-
ness administrator, said in an
Aug. 1 interview.

The Board of Education
passed a resolution at its last
meeting barring overtime for
janitors. Instead, trustees de-

clared an emergency under
which all janitors would be as-
signed to the high school to
return furniture to classrooms
and prepare the building for
the first day of school.

But three trustees, Perry
Belfiore, Otto Hottendorf and
Raul Morales, said they re-
ceived telephone calls Tuesday
from the office of Schools Su-
perintendent Walter Fine, ask-
ing permission to approve
more overtime.

Belfiore said he was asked
to approve the overtime be-
cause it was needed to get the
school ready for next week. He
said he believes there was a 10-
day gap between the time the
asbestos work was done and
the tile replacement contract
began.

The trustees were not clear
on the sequence of events and
the need for the overtime.

Trustee Claire DePalma
said she believed asbestos re-
moval was completed Aug. 21,
the tile replacement contract
awarded Aug. 22 and the con-
tractor began working Aug. 23.

The tile is to be replaced at
this time only in the corridors
for fire safety reasons, De-
Palma said. Originally, there
was a plan to replace the tiles
on the first floor when the as-
bestos company had moved to
the second, she said.

But the original tile re-
placement contract came in at
$1 million and the school board
took another two weeks to
readvertise and award a con-
tract at $600,000.

There was also a question
of having city building inspec-
tors on vacation when the
school board needed permis-
sion to occupy the building
during the asbestos removal
and allow the tile contractors
to begin replacing the ceiling,
said DePalma and Hottendorf.

DePalma said janitors
were not allowed to bring the
furniture back to the class-
rooms until the contractor re-
placed the tiles in the corri-
dors for fire safety reasons.

Hottendorf said he be-
lieves the board's architect was
shortsighted in preparing for
the various problems that oc-
curred during the procedure.

“We lost two days here, two
days there and it's 10 days. That
is typical of government,” Hot-
tendorf said. “What annoys me
is that the architects were un-
able to predict any of these
problems so that we could plan
for them.”

Planning

pushed

for urban schools

9/ /o
ByBETHKUMLES '/ 7/7Y

The Hudson Dispatch ‘D;’J/’

In the span of four months, 30
poor, urban school districts —
including five in Hudson County
— can win or lose millions of
dollars in state aid.

e ———————
Back to school

J
J€h

latw’e.l session in Jume, can
provide a windfall of new money
to impoverished city schools, in-
cluding those in Hoboken, Jersey
City, Union City, West New York
and Harrison.

The law sets up 30 “ i
needs districts” B the ssptzcul:s:
poorest areas, and targets them
for millions of dollars in ad.

BSecond in a series.

How they fare will depend on
their planning.

The Quality Education Act,

during a whirlwid legis-

et —— e

tability.

ditional aid for programs like pre.
school, all-day kindergar’ \n z:i
parental outreach.

But wit'h the huge amounts of
money will come more accoun-

Please see SCHOQLS Page iB
«

SCHOOLS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In order to get that money, the
districts have to identify pro-
ﬁams on which it will be spent.

e plans must be approved by
Education Commissioner John
Ellis.

Teams of state officials will
visit the districts in mid-Septem-
ber to review the programs.

But a random survey shows
many districts have yet to start
the planning process — and might
not be ready by the time the state
officials visit.

West New York is waiting for a
statewide conference on Sept. 13
to get direction on how to proceed,
said Schools Superintendent
Rose P. DeFino.

dJersey City has been tied up
with starting a new school year
and has yet to begin the process.

But 11 months after the state
took over the school district, Jer-
sey City has already done much of
the assessment and new pro-
grams.

“The state is in the perfect
position to use Jersey City as a
model,” said Assistant Education
Commissioner Walter McCarroll.

Because Jersey City is a state-
operated school district, it will
not be suhject to the same in-
tensive budﬁt review process as
the others, McCarroll said.

Other school districts are be-

ginning the planni

with both barrl(:ls loaggd.pmu
Union City officials said they

see preparations for the Quality

Education Act as an extension of

koW
ROSE P. DeFINO
Waiting for conference guidance

the work under way for the state
monitoring process.

“We know where we want to
spend our money,” said Carl
Johnson, Board of Education sec-
retary.

Hoboken is using a manage-
ment council set up during a state
monitoring procedure as the
sounding board for new pro-
grams. That group met daily the
week before school opened to iron
out a final draft of where it would
like money to g, said Schools
S\;Prmtendont alter J. Fine.

_ Fine already has his wish list,
including science labs in the
elementary schools, expanded

WALTER J. FINE

Already hus wish list
early-childhood education, and
foreign language instruction and
guidance counselors in the
elementary schools.

Fine said he hopes to start a
pilot program this year to bring
in some of these teachers and
programs from the high schools.

But one of the big questions
that has yet to be answered is how
many of these programs he can
afford, Fine nig. e is trying to
determine his state aid on
the number of eligible students
and the cost of programs and
equipment on the outside.

“... we are not really ready,”
said Fine, “but we have started.”

e

muters swoop downward again.

ETHICS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It’s a conflict of interest itself
| tohave the people who violate the
code be the ones who enforce it,”
McCool said. “It’s like a zoo on
the honors system: take all the
bars down and trust the creatures
to stay where they belong. It
doesn't work.”

0. Vincent Giusto, the only
authority commissioner who
could be reached for comment
yesterday, said he was “pretty
well satisfied” with the code and
saw no need for public financial
disclosure or an enforcement sys-
tem.

“I think the ethics code we
adopted the other night should be
a good guideline for us to go by,”
he said. “We had nothing, and
now we have something.”

The seven commissioners
unanimously adopted the code

Aug. 20.

"llgn‘ee days earlier, The Hudson
Dispatch disclosed that  Com-
missioner Frank “Pupi” Raia
had private business dealings
with the authority’s insurance

broker, attorney and bond
trustee. Raia voted to hire all
three and to pay them $426,106
in public funds, but never dis-
closed publicly that he had pri-
vate financial ties with them.
Some commissioners said

Raia’s transactions created at

G A 5 %4,
Tri-cities will appeal ’

least the appearance of conflict of
interest. Raia denied wrong-
doing, saying the vendors
charged him standard fees in the
private deals.

Under the authority’s new eth-
ics code, an official who acts “in
any way that might reasonably
be expected to create an im-
pression or suspicion” of viol-
ating the public trust must dis-
close he is doing so — but only to
the authority, not to the public.

The code also bars a com-
missioner from using his official
position “to secure unwarranted

privileges or advantages for |

himself or others.” But it estab-
lishes no penalty for violations.

And the code allows a com-
missioner to vote on matters that
will provide him with “direct
monetary gain” or cause him
“direct monetary loss” without
publicly disclosing the “personal
interest.”” The commissioner
must simply file a statement with
the authority saying he “is able
to cast a fair and objective vote.”

Contillo and McCool say that is
not ennugh.

Contillo is the author of a bill
that would impose an ethics code
on every municipal government
and public authority in New Jer-
sey. The bill has cleared the Sen-
ate and an Assembly committee.

Contillo’s code would require
all local elected officials and
authority commissioners to dis-
close every source of income
worth more than $2,000 a year.
The officials could be removed
from office for failing to comply.

“The searchlight clears away a
lot of the nefarious situations, the
incestuous relationships that de-

velop,” Contillo said.

ruling OKing gasifier

Continued from Page 1

to that. I would rather protect

thousands of citizens.”
Commissioners Edward

Keating, who missed the last

9T Pfg0

Tri-cities will appeal gasifier ruling

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken-Union City-Weehawken
Sewerage Authority voted last night to
appeal a recent court ruling allowing con-
struction of a gasifier to burn sludge in

Hoboken.

Six of the seven-member panel attenq-
ed last night's meeting and voted unani-
mously to reverse its earlier decision to
not fight the ruling of Superior Court
Judge Dorothea Weffing.

The prior vote had been 4-t0-3 to fight
the ruling, but five votes are needed to

inititate an appeal.

The gasifier would burn sludge pro-
duced as a byproduct of wastewater

treatment.

unproven.

the project.

After hearing a dozen residents from
the tri-city area, Hoboken Commissioner
James Caulfield and Weehawken Commis-
sioner Vincent Giusto said they believed
the public wanted to oppose the construc-
tion of a gasifier even at the risk of hefty
fines from government agencies.

Susan O’'Kane, representing the Pollu-
tion Crisis Coalition, said her contacts
with the state indicated that it was not
anxious to slap fines on the tri-city area
because the technology for gasifiers is

Charles Lanigan of Weehawken said
about 2,000 area residents have signed
petitions asking state lawmakers to halt

she said.

peal to give citizens more time to have
their lawsuit against the construction
heard in court.
Laurie Parsons, who moved into Hobo-
ken seven years ago, said upwardly mobile
people are horrified by the gasifier.
Thus, the market the tri-city area is
trying to attract with development could
be scared away if construction proceeded,

Union City Mayor Robert Menendez,
who has fought the construction, asked

members to go beyond a parochial view for

a wider view.
“] know you are concerned about the
fines and penalties,” Menendez said, “but

1 may have to send out tax bills if it comes

Helen Manogue, of the Hoboken Envi-
ronment Committee, asked for a court ap-

Hoboken dentist, son safe

Continued from Page 1

and a niece) had American

Hoboken
dentist,
son free

L_/G C/ _

By Kery Murakami i
Journal staff writer -

Ramashandrra Kalumbar
had stopped watching televi
sion for fear of hearing worse
news about his wife and son,
who were hostages in Kuwait

But Friday afternoon, his
prother-in-law called from
Michigan saying he had to turn
on CNN Headline news

There, in a report on Iraq’s
release of hostages, he saw his
wife, a Hoboken dentist, board
ing a bus for Baghdad

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

She looked healthy. And
she was free.

From Baghdad, Kalumbar
and her 13-year-old son, Guhar,
would fly to her parents’ home
in Madras, India to visit rela-
tives — finally ending a month-
long ordeal.

The Kalumbars had set out
on July 31, but when their Brit-
ish Airways flight landed in
Kuwait to refuel, they were
caught up among thousands'of
innocent civilians in Iraq’s in-
vasion of Kuwait.

The Kalumbars and 365
other passengers and crew
were taken to hotels in Kuwait.
There was no word about their
condition

Kalumbar called her hus-
band late that night and said
she was all right. She's sup-
posed to fly back to JFK Air-
port Tuesday.

“She said she was treated
well” Ramashandrra Kalum-
bar said in a telephone inter-
view from the family’s Bloom-
field home. “She was worried
more about the children be-
cause they (her son, a nephew

passports.”

Kalumbar, who carried an
Indian passport, worried that
Americans would be the first
harmed by the Iraqis.

“It was very bad,” Rama-
shandrra Kalumbar said. “It
was the worst part of my life.”

The worst, he said, came
during the second week of the
conflict when President
George Bush called Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein “a liar.”

“I was very scared that war
would break out. I'm just very
exhausted. Some nights 1
would just not sleep. It was
definitely not normal.” he said.

As he has throughout the
ordeal, Kalumbar refused to
discuss the invasion and taking
of hostages for fear of endan-
gering those still there.

“It’s still a very scary situa-
tion,” he said. “I hope they find
a solution. I'm praying for the
families of the people who are
still there.”

Kalumbar said he strug
gled through the worry by pray
ing. “There wasn’t anything
else I could do.”

NA

See TRI-CITIES — Page 4

By EDWARD l( SHANARAN‘
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN

gave mixed reviews yesterday to
an NAACP recommendation that
Police Officer Eugene Drayton
fill a vacant seat on the Board of
Education, raising doubts about
whether the board will appoint a
black member at tonight’s meet.-

ing

The endorsement by the I
tional Association for the Ad-

vancement of

touched off a round of telephone
calls and closed-door meetings be
Patrick Pasculli
and his allies on the City Council
vesterday,

tween Mayor

By late
Toscano

nat
York

hrokerage house
indiaate to n»phu
jeparted Michael Rossano

r <

£ eading

S

EUGENE DRAYTON
aMA A o ) rte hiry

meeting, Caulfied and Giusto
had opposed an appeal be-
cause they feared costly fines
would be imposed on the cities
for failing to meet state and
federal clean water mandates.

The tri-city sewerage au-
thority is under a state and
federal mandate to upgrade its
wastewater treatment.

Thus a moratorium on sew-
er hookups has been imposed,
which has stifled development.

Richard Wolff, authority
chairman, told the commission-
ers a “viable alternative” for
disposing of sludge could be
presented to the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion within 10 days.

The authority's reversal
means that it will not deliver
the gasifier construction con-
tract that Wolff signed last
week after the Superior Court
ruling.

Terminal Construction Co.
of Wood-Ridge was to build a
$40 million gasifier.

Attorney Richard Laiks,
representing Terminal, yester-
day said he has filed papers
with Weffing asking that the
authority release its contract,
schedule a preconstruction
conference and proceed with
the project.

After the vote, Wolff ex-
plained to the 25 residents that
the authority had voted last Oc-
tober to award a contract to
Terminal upon legal advice
that otherwise an administra-
tive consent order between
government agencies and au-
thority on upgrading sewerage
treatment would be
jeopardized.

But the state then delayed
the project by requiring an air
quality permit, Wolff said, and
the authority began exploring
other options for disposing of
sludge.

While Laiks contends that
another permit to dispose of
solid waste “will not prevent
construction” but only delay
the project, Wolff maintains
that the authority could abort
the plans for the gasifier if it
had an alternative accepted by
the state DEP.

ve who works for the New
1ty ".»;i-t'd Pvl'.ﬂ'
emerged as

and a8 mayrity

unclear how many board mem
bers will vote for him if he is
nominated

Although the s« hool trustees
will fill the vacancy, the mayor
and City Council members wield
sigmﬁtiml influence

“Mark is one of the peoplk
being considered,” Pasculli said.
“I would say he is one of the top
few being looked at v

Toscano said he 1s wvery
interested in serving on the board
and performing the role of a “tax-
payers’ advocate -

“I'd like to see where the tax-
payers’ money is going,” said
Toscano. whose family has lived
in the city for more than 50 years
“I made a big investment in this
city two yvears ago when I bought
a three-family house. I think now
is a good time to get involved.”

Last week. i1t appeared the
board was readv to name Fire
fighter William Pittman for the
post

Pittman. who is black, received

. pasculli backs Toscano

the backing of the NAACP
Pasculli and school board Presi
dent James J. Farina

But Pittman withdrew his
name from contention, citing
medical reasons. He has been on
a medical leave from his job as &
firefighter since February

“Willie thought it wasn’t in hig
best physical interests to pursue
the board seat,” said the Rew.
William Beatty, a member of the
NAACP’'s executive board. “Once
he told us of his decision, we chosg
Gene. We think he would be our
best bet.”

Beatty said he would be sur
prised if the board does not ap
point Drayton P

“A committment was made,
Beatty said. “We feel it's going'tb
be done.”

But Farina isn't so sure

“The commitment to Pittman
was there,” Farina said. “There’s
a lot of confusion right now. I'm
not sure w hat 8 go1nNng on We're

-pr——
getting nixed signails

ethics

Sewer board’s code

called a ‘charade’
By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
The Hudson Dispatch

An ethics code adopted !
Hoboken-Union :
Weehawken Sewerage Authority
is meaningless and une
forceable, according to : AT
legislator and an ethics lobbyist

The authority’s code “means
nothing,” said Ed McCool, ex
ecutive director of New Jersey
Common Cause in Trenton

The code is “a charade,” said
state Sen. Paul J. Contillo, D-
Paramus, who drafted one of the
strictest ethics codes in New Jer-
sey for Bergen County.

To have any value, Contillo and
McCool say, an ethics code must
require public disclosure of of-
ficials’ sources of income and
their private business rela-
tionships with government con-
tractors.

It must also set up a system for
enforcement, Contillo and
McCool say.

The authority’s code requires
no public disclosure of anything
and establishes no means of en-
forcement at all.

“It's a show,” Contillo said.
“There’s no point in having it.
You've got to have disclosure to
back up an ethics code. Otherwise
it's meaningless.”

Under the authority’s code of
ethics, commissioners and em-
ployees use their own discretion
in revealing ‘“‘substantial” con-
flicts of interest to the authority,
but not to the public.

Please see ETHICS Page 18

i*‘ire ruins
holiday 1n

Hoboken

Labor Day revelers carried
suitcases, beach bags and
heavy hearts yesterday as they
looked back to the passing sum-
mer and ahead to cooler tem-
peratures and a less carefree
way of life.

With the sun shining hot on
this unofficial last weekend of
summer, it was a time for many
to bid farewell to foamy surf,
backyard picnics and sun-dap-
pied vacations. Others, less re-
gretful, merely took the time to
relax and brace for another
work week.

The holiday was not with-
out its gloomy side, however.

Several Hoboken residents
were displaced from their
homes when a fire spread
through the top floor of a three-
story building at 306 Hudson St.
Sunday night, fire officials
said.

The two-alarm fire started
about 7:45 p.m. in the bedroom
of a third-floor apartment be-
longing to Kathy Jaccodine.

Twenty-two firefighters
with three engines and two lad-
der trucks arrived at the scene
to stop the spread to the the
attic and roof. By 8:55 p.m., the .
fire was out.

There were no injuries. No
one was in the building at the
time of the fire. Firefighters
had to force their way into the
building.

Jaccodine’s apartment and
the roof were badly damaged.
Tenants living on the first and
second floors of the red brick
building were evacuated be-
cause of smoke and water dam-
age and will be staying with
relatives until repairs are
made, officials said.

The building’s landlord,
George Gregory of Englewood,
was making repairs to the roof
of the building yesterday. He
refused to speak to a reporter.

The cause of the fire is be-
ing investigated, according 1o
fire officials

State police estimated that
6.2 million drivers had clogged
the New Jersey Turnpike and
Garden State Parkway over the
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School
pay hike
Iackgd

DisHieh ¢ /f'

approva

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Custodians’an‘d
administrators in the city s
schools received pay raises — and
about $68,000 in back pay — last
month without Board of Educa-
tion authorization.

The raises were part of new
contracts agreed to weeks ago by
negotiators for the board and
about 65 employees. But the
pacts are still awaiting approval
from a majority of the full board.

Board members said they weie
alarmed that such an error could
occur.

“My feeling is they're putti=g
| the cart before the horse,” s#;4 Ed

Garcia, who sits on the '0ard’s
| negotiating committee. ‘1 hope
| the whole board ratifies the con-
tracts at the next meeting. Other- a

SCHOOL
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needed plumbing work. |
Carcich could not be reached
fdor comment. »
Tuohy formed 2 partnership
with an Elysian subsidiary,
Elysian Financial Services Corp., |
l,u‘ build a 23-unit project at
530-532 Jefferson St
The partnership, Crystal Con-
dos, borrowed $1 56 million from |
fter his earance before Elysian Federal Savings Bank in
Eljif;x:«‘: e 1984 to buy the property and
But his attorney, Gerald D. build the project. :
Miller, said Badaracco denies all Badaracco told . co?ﬁtruc ion
the developers’ allegations. supervisor Barry Riggs tlfat ‘fn'.
Dresler, who borrowed less Badaracco Brptherb was
$510,000 from Elysian in 1985 to awarded the elec}ncal{_ subcon-
build Court Street Condos at 61 tract, the Elyilan 1r3anc1n%
Fifth St., accuses Badaracco of would be pulled, Tuohy’s lega

“demanding” that he hire papers say. Under duress, Riggs

Badaracco Brothers & Co. Inc. to yielded to the extortion threat,

erform electrical work on the the papers say. ‘ : \
zrojeﬂ in exchange for the loan Tuohy also saysﬁ she “z:is

Dresler “had no choice but to coe»rced into borrowing an ? -
agree” to hire Badaracco ditional $600,000 in 1986 to fin-
Brothers “at a substantially 1n- ish the project when Badaracu}
flated price,” Dresler’s legal threatened to foreclose on all o
papers say her outstanding mortgages with

‘l When Badaracco found out that Elysian.
|

Tuohy, Perry Belfiore and Alan
Richards ‘
The lawsuits allege criminal
activity more widespread than
the charges in the indictment.
developers accuse
Badaracco of bribery, theft,
racketeering, extortion, fraud
and othcr misconduct.
Badaracco declined to comment

Hoboken'
students
up HSPT

Oth-graders raise scores
by 11 percentage points

By Deberah Yaffe
Journal staff writer

he found out what had happened,

he told the payroll department to

stop paying custodians and ad-

ministrators at the new rate until

the board approves the contracts

“] knew there was no contract,

so I put a stop to it,” Fine said.

“As to why it wasn’t on the agen-

| da for the last meeting, that

| would have to come from the

Board of Education. That's in
their domain.”

Garcia said the issue is not the
raises — 7 and 10 percent for the
custodians over the course of a
two-year contract, and 6 percent a
year for the administrators dur-
ing a three-year contract

The approximately 50 custo-
dians have been working without
a contract since June 1989, while
the district’s 12 administrators
have been without one since June
1988.

“I think the contracts are very
reasonable,” Garcia said. “It's
the fact that proper procedures
weren’t followed. It’s an outright
error. That shouldn’t happen.”

Board Secretary Anthony
Curko took responsibility for the
mistake, saying it was caused by

“pbreakdown in communica-

|

/M
Elysian case & Y-/
91 The

Fraud
charges
denied

Ex-bank chief pleads
innocent to extortion

By MICHAELFINNEGAN

The Hudson Dispatch

NEWARK — The former presi
dent of the defunct Elysian Feder
al Savings Bank In Hoboken |
pleaded innocent yesterday to
federal charges that ke shook
down developers seeking loans.

After Ernest J Badaracco |
entéred the plea, U.S. District
Judge Alfred J. Lechner Jr
scheduled his fraud and extortion

of ninth graders passed all
three sections of the HSPT,
ranked lowest, topping only 13
other districts statewide. Ho-
boken came next, with a pass-

ing rate higher than that of 16
other districts.

Hoboken public high
school students improved their
scores on the state's High
School Proficiency Test for
1990 by an average of 11.3 per-

Dresler received financing for a In a sworn state_mem, Tuochy
separate condo project from said her troub)es’y'lth Badaracco
another bank, and used a dif- “could do me in.

e COnLraCLOr f()l Ivly ablllt to ea n m .
f reﬂt elec‘.rl(‘al : I y v

trial for Oct. 15.
Badaracco is accused in a 10
count indictment of forcing fb\{x‘
developers to pay his family’s
electrical companies $346,500 for
work on Hoboken condominium
projects.

In exchange,
legedly gave them
million dollars in loans.

“The government’s

Walter F. Timpone.

Badaracco was photographed
and fingerprinted yesterday by
the U.S. Marshals Service after
his arraignment at the federal

courthouse here.

The judge released Badaracco

Badaracco al-
several

charged
him with abusing a position of
trust for his own personal gain,’
said Assistant U.S. Attorney

after the former bank president
promised to pay $10,000 if he fails
to show up for trial. Lechner said
Badaracco could go ahead with
his plans for a vacation this

month in West Germany.

In addition to the eriminal in-
dictment, Badaracco faces federal
lawsuits filed by the four de-

velopers: Eli Dresler,

Patricia

«T’I:a’s; ;é'elrér«ﬂ"A#REES Page 16

adaracco be- hood has ;
t};‘:nge“,‘?}x‘z‘g:see'&”Baccording to paired,” Ishe wrote. “l am 'havl'ng
great difficulty in getting 1n-
Badaracco delayed payments to vestors, co-venturers, clients and

! Court Street contractors, slowing financing.
construction to “a yirtual halt,’

|

the papers.

Dresler says. The

,

under this cloud as quickly as
n Badaracco al- possible so that I can get on with

I need to get out from

wise, we're going to have to ask
for some money back.”

“It's clearly something that
should not have happened,” said
board member Claire DePalma,
who joined Garcia and Perry
Belfiore on the negotiating com-

legedly forced Dresler to borrow my life and my work.”

ditional $185,000in 1986 by
?}I\‘rigt;r:?l?ga to foreclose on the torney for the developers, has

first loan.
Dresler also a
and his

Carcich, of stealing

$32,000 from the second loan by
falsifying requisitions for un-

Roger A. Lowenstein, an at-

asked U.S. District Judge

t-
uses Badaracco Maryanne Trump Barry to pos
"puc;fpet," Edward pone proceedings in tl_\e glvxl suits
about until Badaracco’s criminal trial
is over, but she has not yet issued

a ruling.

o

get done sometimes.”
Schools

Census enumerators say,
Don’t count on accuracy

By Jo-Ann Moriarty .7 g '
Journal staff writer -J J: /6/7
ey

Completed census sheets
and other government material
including address books were
lost by the Union City census
bureau, which also oversaw the
1990 population count in Hobo-
ken, Weehawken and West New
York.

Enumerators and office
staffers were instructed by the
Union City office management
to mark “vacant” sheets that
were either lost or never com-
pleted, according to Hoboken
residents hired to work the
census.

“After the weekend 1 ex-
pected my supervisor to come
here and pick up the Somplet-

Ex-enumerators say
census shorted count

Continued from Page 1

time were told to ring the door-
bell once. If there was no an-
swer, the unit was marked “va-
cant,” she said.

“That is when I quit,” Brin-
kos said. “These people were
cutting corners. 1 know that
people live in an apartment
and I was told that the apart-
men¢ was vacant. No one want-
ed 1o sign (their names (o) the
“forms.”

Hoboken oficials aredocu-
menting similar reports in an
attempt to contest the results of
the census.

Business Administrator
Edwin Chius, in an interview
before the weekend, said there
may have been some “foul
play” with missing records. Mi-
chael Korman, who volun-
teered to re-check the number
of dwellings, told Chius that
completed census forms were
reportedly lost.

Hoboken lost 25 percent of
its population in the last de-
cade, according to preliminary
cénsus numbers. The 1990 cen-
sus shows that 31,790 people
live in Hoboken, compared to
42 460 people in 1980 Records
show the Mile Square City has
16,946 housing units now com-
pared to 16,821 a decade ago.

The preliminary reports
show 2410 units vacant, a 75
percent increase from the 1980
count which listed 1,404 vacant
units.

The city maintains there
are at least 18,211 units

Ann Kinney, W ho also
worked as a crew leader In
Hoboken, witnessed at her
home a Union City office super-
visor telling an enumc rator to
mark vacant any unit that isn't
answered on the first visit

It was extrems ly ;

(&

ed sheets. When 1 called her,

she told me sh.. was on her way

into an important meeting con-
cerning missing forms,” said
Janet Brinkos yesterday.

Brinkos worked as a crew
leader in Hoboken during the
census, supervising about 20
enumerators.

She said that when she
asked her supervisor's boss
about the missing forms, “He
didn’t deny it. He just said that
only a small percentage were
from Hoboken.”

“Later, when 1 went to the
(Union City) office, and saw
that there was no way a small
percentage — a lot of sheets
were lost in Union City, West
New York and Hoboken,” Brin-
kos said.

She said enumerators and
office workers were instructed
to mark ‘“vacant” on census
forms for residences that were
never contacted or for sheets
that had been misplaced.

The reason the forms were
marked “vacant” was to meet a
federal deadline on a particu-
lar phase of the census opera-
tion, she said.

“It was easier to go through
a pile of computer printouts
and mark them “vacant” to
meet a deadline,” she said.

The work was to be correct-
ed when enumerators re-
checked the “deletion and va-
cancy” lists, Brinkos said.

But, enumerators at that

See EX-ENUHEMTQRS — Page 4

Hoboken counts

mittee. “You can't be sending out
pay if it's not approved by the
board. It’s amazing how things

Superintendent
Walter J. Fine said that as soon

Please see SCHOOL Page 22

tions.”

Curko said he knew that the
board’s negotiating team had
reached ‘‘“handshake
agreements” with both the custo-
dians and the adminstrators.

He said he told the payroll
department to prepare the
August paychecks using the new
salary guides, as well as the retro-
active checks.

Curko said he expected the
board to ratify the contracts at its
Aug. 21 meeting.

Advertisements for the Aug. 21
meeting indicated that the board
would discuss the contracts. But
on the night of the meeting, the
agenda contained no mention of
the contracts.

“I don’t know what happened,”
Curko said. “It was my fault. I
knew there was a problem when
I saw the contracts weren't listed
on the agenda.”

Board President James J.
Farina was at a loss to explain
how salaries were given without
board approval, but said he
thought it was an honest mis-
take.

“] can’t see why it wasn't rati-
fied,” Farina said. “Somehow,
someway, it just got away from
us.”

The board is now scheduled to
ratify the contracts at its Tuesday

centage points.

Last year 59.1 percent
passed and this year it im-
proved to 70.4 percent.

For the second time in
three years, Jersey City’s ninth
graders had the state’s lowest

~ Only twe Hudson County
districts — Secaucus and Bay-
onne — reached or topped the
s;ale average of 84.4 percent of
nmth graders passing all three
sections of the test.

Only Secaucus, with an

pass rate on the HSPT, which
students must pass to graduate.

other districts, Harrison and
Union City, where 68.5 percent

aged. The enumerators were
thorough. But one supervisor
told an enumerator, ‘If you
don’t get an answer, put them
down as vacant and don’t wor-
ry’,” Kinney said.

Kinney said government
address books used during the
census had been lost between
her house in Hoboken and the
Union City office.

“] was responsible for a
certain amount of books and
was subsequently told by my
supervisor that the books were
lost. I never got then back and
was told not to worry about it,”
Kinney said.

Hoboken rtndem Cather-
ine Ruchovansky, who worked
as an enumerator, confirmed
that she received instructions
. “from the office manager
himself * — to mark apart-
ments vacant.

Ruchovansky said about 30
units at Marineview Plaza were
marked vacant when there are
no vacancies in the two housing
towers. Similarly, she said,
some units in the Hoboken
Housing Authority were listed
as vacant.

State Assemblyaman Ber-
nard Kenny, who served as
chairman of the Hoboken cen-
sus. said that the city can chal-
lenge the census if the dwelling
count is significantly different
from that reported by the cen-
sus bureau.

«“This whole thing, as we
get into it, it appears that the
census was not properly con-
ducted.” Kenny said. “There is
real room for a good appegl
provided that we get a real dif-
ference on the unit count in
housing.”

He said the city is docu-
menting irregularities to at-
tach to its recount

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

Hoboken officials will take
clip boards in hand this morn-
ing and count doorbells and
dwellings to disprove the 1990
federal census that shows the
city lost 25 percent of its popu-
lation in the last decade.

Peggy Thomas, Community
Development Agency director,
said she and the administra-
tion believe the census figures
for Hoboken are “way off.”

The 1990 census shows that
31,790 people live in Hoboken,
compared to 42460 people in
1980, according to preliminary
figures released by the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce’s Bu-
reau of the Census.

Hoboken, like several oth-
er Hudson communities, stands
to lose federal funds because
preliminary census figures
show a drop in population. Offi-
cials in Union City, Jersey City,
West New York, Weehawken
and North Bergen have disput-
ed the preliminary figures.

Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez, calling for a united
North Hudson response to
what he labelled undercount-
ing, has threatened to sue cen-
sus officials if the initial fig-
ures are not revised.

The census shows that the
Mile Square City has 16,946
housing units now, compared
to 16,821 a decade ago.

. “That means that only 125
units have been added to the
housing stock in 10 years,” said
Thomas, whose office is instru-
mental in helping the city and
pnvate developers build hous-
ing developments with money
from the state and federal
governments.

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
JPasculli wrote to the Census
Bureau in January to disagree
with the preliminary figures.
He maintained that the Depart-
ment of Labor estimated that
the city had 18211 housing

units. He will join the effort
today to recheck the figures.

“1 will be out in my neigh-
borhood,” Pasculli said. “We
will be undergoing another
unit count to provide verifica-
tion to challenge what we be-
lieve has been an undercount
in population,” he said.

The census is an economic
issue because much federal
and state funding is allocated
based on population.

State Assemblyman Ber-
nard Kenny, who served as
chairman of the local census
committee, believes the count
is incorrect because the num-
ber indicated that “1.6 persons
live in a housing unit.”

“They have Hoboken with
the lowest population rate per
unit rate in the county. The
county average is 2.5 people
per unit. At that rate, we are
over 40,000 people,” he said.

Kenny said the city’s popu-
lation was displaced during the
last decade and fewer people
live in housing units now than
10 years ago.

But he contends more peo-
ple live in units than were re-
corded by the federal workers.

“The only recourse is to
show that there are more units
because of new construction
and that more people live in

them than the Census Bureau
believes,” he said.

Without question, he said,
the city’s demographics have
changed in the last decade. A
political poll conducted last
year during the governor’s race
showed that half the popula-
tion had moved to the city in
the last five years, he said.

“But we have 21,000 regis-
tered voters. We have ‘X’ num-
ber that is not registered,
which brings us up to 28,000
adults. We have 3,500 kids in
the public schools. Plus we
have kids in private schools
and parochial schools. And we

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

meeting.

’

FUTURE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion for a Better Waterfront. “1
think it's pretty clear people
want something different from
what the administration put for-
ward. We're trying to answer
that.”

Making the picture murkier
still is a group of city residents
and workers who have filed a
legal challenge against the July
10 election. The petitioners al-
lege the election was rife with
fraud and seek to have the deal’s
12-vote defeat overturned.

When the deal was defeated,
the city saw $8 million in antici-
pated lease payments from the
authority evaporate.

To fill the looming budget gap,
the city was forced to send layoff
notices to more than 100 munici-
pal employees. The bulk of the
layoffs are scheduled to take ef-
fect Wednesday.

In addition, Pasculli progoned a
budget that predicted a 7 per
cent property tax increase, up
from $17.52 per $1,000 of
assessed value to $27.49.

About half of that increase can
be attributed to spending in-
creases by the city Board of
Education and Hudson County.

“] cannot let this community '
continue to suffer,” Pasculli said. |

“We have to get waterfront de-
velopment moving. 1 want to get
something before the public
before the end of this calendar
year.”

To that end, the authority plan

Among Hudson County’s

Qverall pass rate of94.9, ranked
in the top half of the 260 non-
vocational districts where stu-
dents took the test.

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

Hoboken students up
state HSPT scores

Continued from Page 1

Jersey City, whose schools
were taken over by the state
last October, has ranked at or
near the bottom in the HSPT
standings since the test was
first administered in 1984.

Two years ago, Jersey City
ranked last, and in 1989 only
East Orange had a lower per-
centage of students passing all
three sections.

This year, 454 percent of
Jersey City’s ninth graders —
less than half — passed all the
sections of the basic skills test.

After years of steady im-
provement Jersey City’s pass
rates on the reading and math
sections fell slightly this year,
to a level that state-appointed
Superintendent of Schools
Elena J. Scambio called “total-
ly unacceptable and abysmal.”

Jersey City's pass rates of
72.5 percent on the writing sec-
tion and 539 percent on the
math section were the lowest
statewide.

On the reading section,
only Paterson, East Orange and
Trenton fell below Jersey
City’s 86.4 percent pass rate.

Scambio has announced
plans for intensive efforts to
improve the scores next year,
including an HSPT review dur-

ing the spring vacation, after-
school tutoring for students in
grades six to eight, extra teach-
er training, and a district-wide

focus on math skills. “It is my
expectation that these major
initiatives will have a positive
effect on our students and the
level of their achievement,”
Scambio said in a statement
released yesterday.

But she cautioned that sub-
stantial improvement will take
time,.

“Years of neglect and not
putting students first cannot be
corrected in a short period of
time,” she said.

In the 1991-92 school year,
Harrison, Hoboken, Jersey
City, Union City and West New
York will share in extra state
money earmarked for poor ur-
ban districts.

In most districts statewide,
between 80 and 100 percent of
the students taking the HSPT
passed all three sections.

In all but five districts —
East Orange, Jersey City, New-
ark, Paterson and Trenton — 90
percent or more passed the
reading section.

On the writing section, 80
percent or more passed in all
but five districts: Camden, Jer-
sey City, Newark, Paterson and
Trenton.

Scores on the math section
were generally lower in dis-
tricts throughout the state, with
15 districts — among them Har-
rison and Jersey City — seeing
fewer than 80 percent of thei
students pass. .

is undergoing further scrutiny,
both by the council and the city
Planning Board.

A council committee made up of
Thomas Newman, Joseph Della

Fave, David Roberts and E. Nor- |

man Wilson has met twice with
New York real estate experts for
advice on how Hoboken should
proceed.

“] don't want to comment on
those meetings right now,” said
Newman, who voted against the
authority deal in December.
“We're just trying to find out
what our options are. We'll have
more to report in a couple of
weeks.”

Meanwhile, a recent board
hearing elicited comments from
concerned residents. Many voiced
objections to the authority
project’s height and density.

Roberts, who also sits on the
board. said the public’s views will
be incorporated into a modified
plan.

“It lcoks like there’s support
for a mass transit corridor as part
of the project,” Roberts said. “1
think we're also going to stress to

| the public that the residential

buildings are not going to be 20
stories high.”

Hine said preliminary research
by the waterfront coalition in

Hoboken counts
on census tally
being far short

Continued from Page 1
have infants. It builds up to
40,000,” he said.

The city must first chal-
lenge the housing units before
it can contest the population
count, Kenny said.

Patrick Caufield, Welfare
Department director, said the
census figures seems incorrect
to most city agencies.

“This city is small. People
know the neighborhoods. The
directors can probably com-
pare neighborhoods and show
discrepancies with the cen-
sus,” he said.

“We lost a lot of factories.
But condos were built in place
of them,” he said.

Thomas said her office
found 350 units in one area of
the city which were not listed
by the census takers.

Attempts will be made to
count the city’s homeless popu-
lation, which he estimates at
about 100 people, said

Caufield. ,
The CDA provided census

. takers with sites where they

could find the homeless popu-
lation. Thomas listed 13 loca-
tions, ranging from the Bishop
Mahurter Shelter at Bloom-
field and Third streets to the
benches in front of City Hall.

’

anervote 7 11ly
Shoreline
future is
clouded

Pasculli, foes keep
stands on P.A. plan

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

* HOBOKEN — Two months
after” voters rejected the city's
posed $30 million develop-
ent deal with the Port
uthority, the future of the
gouthern waterfront remains
cloudy.

Although city residents cited
numerous reasons for voting
i | against the
project,
Mayor
Patrick
Pasculli and
his City
Council allies
are still com-
mitted to it in
some form.

“Until it is
otherwise

ASCULLI proven that
our project is not a good one, I
stand behind it,” Pasculli said.
“We put that plan together over
two years.”

On the other side of the issue
are the people who spearheaded
the movement to defeat
Hoboken's agreement with the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey. They are now work-
ing to put together their own
waterfront plan.

“We've been very busy,” said
Ron Hine, a member of the Coali

Pr‘ojra;{see"‘FU'il:ﬁﬂii Page 7
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Sinatra enjoys cozy corne
By Jo-Amn Moriart | 3 i ¥ ' T - = Mistake raised pay
' K | ' in Hobokel} scl ggls

Journal staff writer
By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

A $68,000 mistake in the
Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion’s business office gave
janitors and administrators
a raise last month that had
not been approved by the
full board.

School Trustee Eddie
Garcia, a chairman of the
negotiating team, yesterday”
said he had asked about the
pay raise in August, at the
last board meeting. But un-
beknownst to him, raises
and retroactive pay checks
recently went out without
board authorization.

The two-year contract
giving janitors a 17 percent
wage raise and a 12 percent
raise for the district’s 12 ad-
ministrators will be voted by
the full board next week,
Garcia said.

Fifty janitors have been

Trustees
set to fill
ed post

Board wants black
for seatin Hoboken
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — The Board of
Education is ready to fill its va-
cant seat with a candidate chosen
by leaders of the city's black com
munity, board members said yes
terday.

The move, which is backed by
| Mayor Patrick Pasculli, could
come as soon as Tuesday’s meet-
ing. City Firefighter William Pit-
tman and Police Officer Eugene
Drayton, a former board member,
have emerged as the leading
choices.

Board President James J
Farina said Pittman, who ran
' unsuccessfully for the board in

1988, appears to be the leading

contender.

You don't know what
you're missing Frank. Ol’ Blue

j l‘l_\t‘.\

l You could have been here
today when Hoboken's Free
Public Library celebrates its
100th birthday

But thanks for the letter

It'll be added to the library’s
| Sinatra memorabilia section
As part of the birthday

celebration today, there will .
be a science exhibit, a magic ' T8N ey
show at noon, and cake and b4 : ]
punch. The event runs from 10
am to2pm

Library Supervisor Terry

Sasso started the Sinatra
shrine 11 years ago. He re-
ceived a letter from the Hobo-
ken native for this year’s anni-
versary: “Congratulations on
100 years of being there, Ho-
boken Public Library. 1 may
not have spent much time in
the building on Park Avenue,
but we are all family,” the
singer wrote.

| If Sinatra remembers any-

one from his “time” at the

library it is probably Lucille

Cunningham, who ran the

building for four decades un-

Adminis raﬁ)rs/i who
also receive benefits from
the recent Hoboken Teach-
ers Association three-year
contract, which carried
about a 30 percent raise and
increased bonuses for lon-
gevity — have been without a
contract since June, 1988.

“It was brought to my
attention, not by the busi-
ness administrator, but by
an outside source, that the
janitors were receiving the
pay raise,” Garcia said.

“There is no problem
with the contract. It was a
hard-fought battle with the
unions and the negotiating
team. But the procedures
were violated,” he added.

Business Administrator
Anthony Curko declined to
be interviewed yesterday,
but superintendent Walter
Fine said that when he
learned about the discre-
pency, he instructed the cen-
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Photo by Laurie Butcher

til her death in 1979
A proper woman, Cun-
ningham had strong feelings
about some books, her former
co-workers said. She kept
some books, particularly
about sex, under lock and key
| in her inner director’s office.
| “We had ‘Joy of Sex’
here,” Sasso recalled. “But
| whenever a patron requested
| it, it was unavailable.”
The book is now on the
shelf.
The Sinatra museum
shares the same quarters of
| tens of thousands of photo-
graphs, city directories dating
back to 1854, and newspaper
clippings in scrapbooks span-
ning three decades.

Sasha Rosado, 10 and Venus Ramirez, 11, fifth graders from
Library, which is celebrating its

the June 30, 1900 Hoboken fire
on the waterfront that killed
245 people. The photos show
horse-drawn hearses stretch-
ing the length of Washington
Street.

The Sinatra collection, lo-
cated in the corner of the sec-
ond floor, contains more than
a dozen books about the sing-
er, thousands of newspaper
clippings and photographs.

Former Mayor Steve Cap-
piello held a grand ceremony
at the library 13 years ago
when he donated an original
portrait of the Sinatra and his
mother, Dolly. Sinatra didn’t

There are photographs of show up then either.

D. S. Kealey School, Hoboken,
100th anniversary. At left is Ismael Cruz, 12.

But a decision to hang the from the public,” Sasso said.

portrait of the two smiling

In this same room is the

Sinatras dead center in the Martindale Hubbell law di-
library was bitterly contested rectory, a set of reference
by patrons. The portrait now books that cost about $2,000.
hangs off to the right of the They were purchased two

main circulation desk.

plained that the library
bought Kitty Kelley's 600-page

years ago by Catherine Mur-

Still other patrons com- ﬁﬁf.',}an,

head reference

Overlooking Church

expose into the singer’s life in Square Park, this stately,
her book, “His Way.” There three-floor brick structure of
was even an attempt to pre- Italian Renaissance style was
vent Kelley from using the built by the Stevens Family

Sinatra files to do research.

with $26,000 nearly a century

“It was a public library, I ago and opened in 1894.

would not keep the material

Hoboken was the third li-

from her. I didn't like the brary in the state to organize

book, but I couldn’t keep it under the General

Library

use Hoboken's Public

Act of 1884. The city's first
library opened Oct. 2. 1890 in
the basement of the Second
National Bank Building af]
Second and River streets,

Richard Burke, who be-
gan the library directory in
January, is hoping for state or
federal grant to preserve the
historical archives and put
some of the material on mi-
crofilm. The library also
wants to replace the build-
mg’'s copper dome,

Every school day from 4 to
5 p.m. is homework hour and
librarians will help children.

working without a contract
since June; the proposed
contract expires next June.

A goal of the library is to make
it more a integral part of the

Special edition
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Hoboken firefighters performed
excellent work n emergencies

It gives me a great sense of
satisfaction and our communi-
ty great pride that the members
of its Fire Department have
displayed a high level of pro-
fessionalism in carrying out
their duties on a routine basis
and at some recent responses
which are listed below.

® The actions of Group “A”
under the command of Deputy
Chief Pasquale Sarnella at the
two alarm fire which took place
on July 30 at 358 Sixth Street.
The aggressive response re-
sulted in the saving of life and
minimum property damage.

The following incidents
took place while the Depart-
ment was functioning under
the guidance of Deputy Chief
Robert Moore.

e The discovery of hazard-
ous Waste at the City's Central
Garage. Deputy Chief Edward
Sharneck along with Emergen-
cy Management Response
Team, Captain Jack Lisa, Fire-
fighter Mike Lisa and Police
Sgt. Mario Mercado,
Coordinator.

oOff-duty Captain Frank
Daliani discovered fuel being
pumped from a private source
into the street and subsequent-
ly into the sewer. Units from
Ladder 1 and Engines 2 and 4
from Group “C” under the co-
mmand of Deputy Chief Ed-
ward McDonald responded.
They joined Mike Lisa and

Capt. Jack Lisa in assisting the
Department of Environmental
Protection and Hudson County
Regional Health.

The incident turned out to
be a major spill requiring a
special contractor and units
from the Police and Ambu-
lance Corp. to join the Fire
Department Units in mitigating
the situation.

e While the above incident
was taking place, a tractor
trailer owned and operated by
Rutgers Service overturned at
the railroad tracks at the City’s
Southwestern boundary. The
tractor's fuel tanks ruptured
spilling its contents into a natu-
rally occurring creek in the
area. Deputy Chief McDonald
dispatched Ladder 2 and En-
gine 1 to the scene. Fire per-
sonnel minimized the situation
by promptly sealing the leaking
fuel tanks and calling for assis-
tance from Hudson Regional
Health and units from Hobo-
ken’s Emergency Management
Team.

© On August 22 while Fire
units were still on the scene of
the Fuel spill on 16th and Jef
ferson Streets, a fire broke out
at 1202 Park Avenue. Units of
Group “D” under the command
of Deputy Chief Charles Eber-
sole responded to the fire
which quickly spread to two
alarms.

The aggressive attack and

containment kept damage to a
minimum. Two firefighters,
Ralph Corrado and Robert
Falco, were injured on the fire
scene. The men of Group “D”
were assisted by Capts. Jack
Lisa and Mike Taglieri and Fir-
efighters Mike Lisa and off-
duty men, John Berkowitz,
Thomas Molta and Nick
TrinceHita.

e On August 23, units from
Group “A” under the command
of Deputy Chief John Lewis re-
sponded to what was reported
as a vehicle fire on Sixth &
Jackson Streets. What they
found on arrival was an acci-
dent involving several high
voltage lines down and rows of
vehicles threatened by fire.
The cool-headed actions of the
Fire Personnel at the scene
averted a major incident in-
volving what could have been
serious civilian casualties.

I would like to take this
opportunity to offer my thanks
for a job well done to the mem-
bers who took part in these
incidents. They performed
with the highest degree of ex-
cellence under not only the
stress of the emergency but
with the additional concerns
brought about by the current
economic crisis facing the city
of Hoboken.

RICHARD R. TREMITIEDI
chief
Hoboken Fire Department

community.,

Lucky Hoboken students
are in core of education

Continued from Page 1
jersey, a lot of jewelry and and
Doc Marten shoes.

Sandy Pepin, who wants to
be a doctor, said she was bored
by being in the same classroom
but also was anxious about the
first day. She decided to wear a
black skirt and print jacket.

Alfredo Gonzales, wearing
a black shirt and pants, sat in
the front seat to the side of the
classroom. While he is nearly 6
feet tall, Gonzales told a re-
porter that he too “was nervous
about coming to a new school.”

The core program is de-
signed to ease the transition
from grammar school into high
school.

The ninth-grade students
in the core program will be
assigned to a “buddy system”
in which the students receive
each other’s home numbers in
case there are questions about
homework.

Homework in all five sub-
jects — math, English, a foreign
language, science and social
studies — will be given nightly,
Carey said.

So if students miss a test,
skip a day or cut a class, they
and their parents can expect a
telephone call.

Seats will be assigned and
in some classes, students will
work in groups on assignments
and projects to improve social
skills.

“The reason why people
lose their first job is because of
social skills. They don’t know
how to get along with other
people,” Carey said.

During yesterday morn-
ing's orientation, Carey
stressed causes and effects, ac-
tions and consequences, free-
dom and responsibilities, and
achieving success.

“The whole purpose of our
group is excellence and re-
sponsibility for ourselves and
each other,” she said.

The students assigned to
the core program, Carey said,
are average to excellent
students.

Carey's former ninth-grade
students are anticipating an-
other year in the core program
at the sophomore level.

A group of her students
told a reporter that at first they
resented the constant
attention.

“After a while, I began to
appreciate all the extra help
and tutoring,” said Carmen Vil-
lafano, who wants to be a
veterinarian.

Dennis Dejesus said it
“made you feel like you
belonged.”

Shirley Ortiz were sur-
prised at her grades by the end
of the year.

“l studied all the time. I
had to. Before I was out, out
out. But when you get good
grades just once, you want
them again, again and again,”
Ortiz said.

tral business office to stop
preparing checks with the
pay raise.

Census won’t count
on its ex-employees

Continued from Page 1

second operation,” said Ro-
baina. “Their work was coming
back to the office way too slow.
Their work might have been
good, but it was late getting
here and we must obey certain
federal guideliness.”

But Robaina was adamant
about allegations of lost or mis-
places forms.

She said emphatically,
“Nothing was lost,” work was
merely reassigned to other
people, and certain crew lead-
ers just were not privy to this
information.

She said enumerators were
told to make three attempts at
finding people at a household,
dismissing the two Hoboken
workers’' ‘“vacant” apartment
allegations.

Harold Hayes, assistant re-
gional census manager for the
U.S. Census Bureau at the Phil-
adelphia Census Center Office,
praised Quintana and the
Union City office.

“Out of 16 offices in New
Jersey, the Union City office
was one of the most efficient
and best run,” he said, adding
it was inappropriate for a crew
leader to contend work was not
being done.

“Granted, when you have
700 employees, you will have
certain management prob-
lems,” he said. “But we had
certain chains of command thpt
were followed. We had quality
control crews — all part of a
network to help people work in
a very complex operation.”

Hayes said the Census Bu-
reau is still working and can-
vassing problem areas, and
said local governments have
become involved in verifying
numbers.

“In essence, you are asking
people to do a perfect job in an
imperfect environment,”
Hayes said.

Asked if he through the Ho-
boken crew managers might

have been under the gun be-
cause they were just trying to
get an accurate count, Hayes
said, “You could work hard and
not do a good job.”

David Lippman, a former
census worker in Hoboken,
said that was not the case of
Brinkos, who just quit the job
because she grew tired of the
way the Union City office per-
petuated mismanegement.

“It was a pretty screwed up
operation and a case of classic
stupidity,” said Lippman, a for-
mer assistant editor for The
Hudson Dispatch in Union
City.

Lippman, who worked for
the census bureau from early
April to about the end of June,
said a three-day crash course
given by the government to cen-
sus workers on how to fill out
the forms contributed to the
confusion.

“A lot of people just quit on
the spot,” he said. “It was a
system created by geniuses to
be run by geniuses. ... It just
went far beyond their ability
(Union City office district). ...
In the Union City office they
just had no idea what they were
doing,” Lippman said.

He said it was difficult try-
ing to find out where to com-
plain about the problems and,
when workers found someone
willing to listen, they were just
told to “play it by ear.”

“In this case, the confusion
is not a case of malice,” Lipp-
man said. “It's not Hudsen
County politicians trying to
screw each other, but an office
trying to wrestle with a very
complicated process.”

Hayes acknowledged the
census process was a complex
one, but he maintained the
Union City office did a good job
of trying to cover a challenging
area.

“It was a massive field op-
eration and we are still trying
to complete the work,” he said.

Lucky Hoboken students are in core of education

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

-/ ‘“core program” and responsible for
A J¢/gp 100 students will act as a team in

getting a new batch of reeruits. In-
stead of their bodies, she wants to

dents, only one dropped out of school,

the top,” said Chris Colon. “Now we

Hoboken ofﬂohl in debt

“l support Pittman,” Farina
said. “I feel it would give the
board a good balance to have a
black representative. (Trustee)
Perry Belfiore is making the rec-
ommendation.”

Belfiore, however, said he is
still waiting to hear from the
city’s black leaders before mak-
ing a nomination.

“I still haven’t been contacted

| by the black leadership,” Belfiore

said. “I like Bill Pittman. I ran

¢ with Bill Pittman. But I think my

odds-on favorite right now is

Gene Drayton.”

Pasculli said he would support
Pittman if he is nominated.
Eighteen percent of the -city
schools’ students are black, and

. that segment of the community

needs to be represented on the
school board, he said.

“If the board chooses Bill Pit-
tman, I would support that
move,” Pasculli said. “I think
that he could function in the best
interests of all members of the
community, but first and fore-

| pointment

most the children.”

Some of Pasculli’s City Council
and school board allies lobbied
the mayor to support Jonathan
Gordon for the wvacant post.
Gordon, backed by Pasculli foe
Councilman Joseph Della Fave,
narrowly lost a board seat in the
April school election.

Gordon’s supporters said his
financial expertise would benefit
the board and qualify him to
replace the departed Michael
Rossano, who chaired the board’s
financial committee.

Councilman David Roberts

" said he was disappointed Gordon

would not get the seat.

“I don’t think this kind of aj

sends the right
message to the taxpayers at this
time,” Roberts said. “I'm holding

| my position.”

Drayton is president of the
local chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People, and Pittman is a
member of the group's executive
board. Neither returned repeated
telephone calls.

In a recent letter to The Hudson
Dispatch, the group spelled out
its postion on how the vacancy
should be filled.

“It is not unreasonable to ex-
pect an Afro-American named to
the board to represent Afro-
Americans that comprise 18 per-
cent of the population,” the
NAACP Education Committee-
wrote in the letter. “It is also not
unreasonable that this same per-
son can represent the taxpayers
of Hoboken.” : :
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compared to the average 6 percent

dropout rate for the entire school.
Carey’s new batch of ninth-grad-

ers sat listening yesterday morning to
the guidelines and expectations.

l Instead of s(iitting in the same
classroom everyday with the same Evel
teachers, they have to find their way sing prof’;nssgon:lui;e:&u‘zlhr?t ::c‘:td‘ tt:
around a maze of hallways and corri- wear pants, a dress or skirt Sheese-

d A
. loa?se :.o lockers, homerooms and lected a pair of black pants, a blue

“In grammar school, we were at

T TR
make the l'djustmeut.gew it 4
Colon was disheartened by the

first day of school i
birthday, because it was his

finding the most effective ways to
teach them individually or as a group.

“Every day the five teachers will
have meetings,” Carey said. “We may
find that Jose doesn’t look like he is
getting enough sleep and try to find
out what the problems is.”

“What we expect in return is for
you to give 100 percent,” she said.

Carey, a trim, petite woman,
seems like a boot camp instructor

sharpen their minds.

The high school began the core
program last year with 100 students.
One result was that the ninth-grade
class passed the state Department of
Education’s proficiency tests in math,
language and writing for the first time
since the state began keeping records
four years ago.

The core progra
cent attendance rate.

Hoboken High School teacher Jo-
anne Carey told some ninth-graders
yesterday that they were very lucky
because a core of five teachers will
give them very special attention dur-
ing the next year.

“We will give up our lunch hours,”
Carey said. “We will be here for you
before school and after school.”

_ The five teachers assigned to the

City finance chief
files for bankruptcy

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - Buried under a

"died in September 1985, she said.

Court papers show Goldsack
and his wife, Andrea, have debts
of $420,917 and property worth

d a 98 per-
the 100 stu-

See LUCKY — Page 4

Census: ‘Don’t count on disgruntled ex-staffers’

By Blanca M. Quintanilla | ¢
Journal staff writer { 2

Allegations of inefficiency
and mismanagement at the U.S.
Census Bureau office in Union
City are the product of disgrun-
tled former employees who
were not following federal gui-
deliness and procedures, ac-
cording to Roger Quintana, the
former district office manager.

Quintana, who has since
been promoted to regional
technical advisor for the New
York City area in the South
Bronx, said the Union City of
fice closed its doors Friday

During the summer, the

Union City office had a staff of

Jgabout 700 people.

The Jersey Journal report-
ed yesterday that completed
census sheets and other gov-
ernment material including ad-
dress books were lost by the
Union City census office, which
also oversaw the 1990 popgla-
tion count in Hoboken, Wee-
hawken and West New York.

Quintana ycsterday_demed
the lass of any material and
said the federal governmen.t‘
had a “check and balances
system that worked well during
the census.

“There was no loss of any
count,” Quintana said firmly.

“We had a number of Hoboken
employees who were not per-
forming satisfactorily, and we
ended up replacing them with
other peeple.”

Despite Quintana’s reas-
surances, several North Hud-
son municipalities (including
Union City, Hoboken, and West
New York) are challenging the
preliminary U.S. Census re-
sults, claiming their real popu-
latians had been undercounted
by thousands.

Hardest hit was Hoboken
which, according to prelimi-
nary figures, lost about 25 per-
cent of its population in the last
decade. The 1990 census shows

that 31,790 people live in Hobo-
ken, compared to 42,460 in 1980.

Yesterday's edition of The
Jersey Journal quoted two for-
mer US. Census Bureau em-
ployees working in Hoboken

talking about some of the prob- -

lems contributing to the
results.

Janet Brinkos, who quit her
job as a crew leader supervis-
ing about 20 enumerators In
Hoboken during the cemsus,
and Ann Kinney, who also
worked as a crew leader, said
Union City office supervisors
told them to mark vacant any
unit that wasn't answered on
the first visit.

“It was extremely misman-
aged,” Kinney said of the
Union City office.

Enumerators and office
staffers were instructed by the
Union City office management
to mark “vacant” sheets that
were either lost or never com-
pleted, according to the two
women.

But Regla Robaina, who
worked as field operations su-
pervisor at the Union City cen-
sus office, said Brinkos and
Kinney are wrong.

“They are just upset be-
cause they weren't used for the

See CENSUS — Page 4

mountain of debt brought on by a
failed business, the city’s finance
director has filed for bankruptcy.
Nicholas Goldsack lists 21
creditors in papers filed in U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in Newark.

His largest creditor is his aunt,
Rosalie Trombetta, who says he
owes her $132,000 for the Adams
Street paint store she sold him in
1986

Trombetta said she hopes to
scuttle the bankruptcy, but her
attorney said he is unsure
whether he will try to legally
block it.

“He's my nephew, [ trusted
him, I had faith in him”
Trombetta said. “I'm going to try

| and stop this thing because I

want my money.’

Goldsack, who earns $48,000 a
year at his city job, bought the
store from Trombetta four
months after her husband, Jim.

$193,568, including a one-family
house appraised at $190,000 at
11th and Garden streets.

Trombetta, 52, said the two had
an informal agreement under
which she lended Goldsack the
purchase price of the store and he
agreed to pay her $500 a month
for a time and then increase the
monthly payments to $800.

“There were other offers for the
store, but he was part of the
fgmlly,"said Trombetta, who
lives in North Bergen. “I figured
between my pension and the
monthly payments, I'd have a
prettv nice life.”

Goldsack made the payments
through July of last year,
Trombetta said. Suddenly, they
stopped coming and Goldsack
eventually closed the store at the
end of the year
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‘Sinatra enjoys cozy comer in Hoboken Library

By Jo-Ann Mori;ny ke : :
Joursal stalt writer 5 , e T

Trustees
set to fill
ed post

Board wants black
for seatin Hoboken

By EDWARD K:VQHANANAH
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — The Board of
Education is ready to fill its va-
cant seat with a candidate chosen
by leaders of the city’s black com-
munity, board members said yes-
terday.

The move, which is backed by
Mayor Patrick Pasculli, could
come as soon as Tuesday’s meet-
ing. City Firefighter William Pit-
tman and Police Officer Eugene
Drayton, a former board member,
have emerged as the leading
choices.

Board President James J
Farina said Pittman, who ran
unsuccessfully for the board in
1988, appears to be the leading
contender.

“l support Pittman,” Farina
said. “I feel it would give. the
board a good balance to have a
black ntative. (Trustee)
Perry Beﬁm is making the rec-
ommendation.”

Belfiore, however, said he is
still waiting to hear from the
city’s black leaders before mak-
ing a nomination.

“I still haven’t been contacted
by the black leadership,” Belfiore
said. “I like Bill Pittman. I ran

' with Bill Pittman. But I think my
odds-on favorite right now is
Gene Drayton.”

Mistake raised pay
in Hobokeg_ JS,C,b%)lS

Adminisfr (ors"— who
also receive benefits from
the recent Hoboken Teach-
ers Association three-year
contract, which carried
about a 30 percent raise and
increased bonuses for lon-
gevity — have been without a
contract since June, 1988.

“It was brought to my
attention, not by the busi-
ness administrator, but by
an outside source, that the
janitors were receiving the
pay raise,” Garcia said.

“There is no problem
with the contract. It was a
hard-fought battle with the
unions and the negotiating
team. But the procedures
were violated,” he added.

Business Administrator
Anthony Curko declined to
be interviewed yesterday,
but superintendent Walter
Fine said that when he
learned about the discre-
pency, he instructed the cen-
tral business office to stop
since June; the proposed preparing checks with the

You don't know what
| you're missing Frank. O’ Blue
Eyes.

You could have been here
today when Hoboken's Free
Public Library celebrates its
100th birthday.

But thanks for the letter
It’'ll be added to the library's
Sinatra memorabilia section.

As part of the birthday
celebration today, there will
be a science exhibit, a magic
show at noon, and cake and
punch. The event runs from 10
am to2pm

Library Supervisor Terry
Sasso started the Sinatra
shrine 11 years ago. He re-
ceived a letter from the Hobo-
ken native for this year's anni-
versary: “Congratulations on
100 years of being there, Ho-
boken Public Library. 1 may
not have spent much time in
the building on Park Avenue,
but we are all family,” the
’ singer wrote.

If Sinatra remembers any-
one from his “time” at the
library it is probably Lucille
Cunningham, who ran the

building for four decades un- Sasha Rosado Rami
til her death in 1979. + 10 and Venus Ramirez, 11, fifth graders from D. S. Kealey School, Hoboken, use Hoboken's Public

B Branr i O Library, which is celebrating its 100th anniversary. At left is ismael Cruz, 12.
contract expires next June. pay raise.

ningham had strong feelings the June 30, 1900 Hoboken fire But a decision to hang the from t ic,” |
: . he public, . e city's fi ' A

about some books, her former on the waterfront that killed portrait of the two smiling In t‘liigusalxl:e ri?)ixsloi:at‘l?e ﬁl(;:-a(:-; (lygg‘:ie('il‘ 'I)L‘t 2 i ‘
co-workers said. She kept 245 people. The photos show Sinatras dead center in the Martindale Hubbell law di- b
:(;)Lm; books(i p'artkncu:’aily il:"rstc:‘-drawn hearses stretch- library was bitterly contested rectory i ildi
about sex, under lock and key e length of Washington by patrons. The portrait now books t'lut cost about $2,000. Seco ;

. ( : k nd and
in her inner director’s office. Street. hangs off to the right of the They were purchased two Richard lg:fﬁeft':ﬁg'be.

L XVes als:saod r:c?l'l e?if §l§:t The Sinatra collection, 1o- main circulation desk. years ago by Catherine Mur- gan the library directory in
i . anda, head reference January, is hoping for state o

whenever a patron requested cated in the corner of the sec- Still other patrons com-
it, it was unavailable.” ond floor, contains more than plained that the library y :dﬂ:)?l:cnglr a:: tl:) ooy
Overlooking —

The book is now on the a dozen books about the sing- bought Kitty
er, thousands of newspaper expose into the singer’s life in Square Park, this Church some of the materia

shelf.
The Sinatra museum clippings and ph . her book, “His Way.” There three-floor brick sm:tt::lzi 3‘;‘2.?,‘% g‘;ﬁaelib:;? b:i‘ld

shares the same quarters of Former Mayor § Cap- was even an attempt to pre- Italian Renaissance style was ing's copper dome

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

A $68,000 mistake in the
Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion's business office gave
janitors and administrators
a raise last month that had
not been approved by the
full board.

School Trustee Eddie
Garcia, a chairman of the
negotiating team, yesterday”
said he had asked about the
pay raise in August, at the
last board meeting. But un-
beknownst to him, raises
and retroactive pay checks
recently went out without
board authorization.

The two-year contract
giving janitors a 17 percent
wage raise and a 12 percent
raise for the district’s 12 ad-
ministrators will be voted by
the full board next week,
Garcia said.

Fifty janitors have been
working without a contract

Photo by Laurie Butcher

Census won’t count
on its ex-employees

ning three decades.

graphs, city directories dating
| back to 1854, and newspaper

clippings in scrapbooks span- portrait of the Sinatra and his would not kee:
mother, Dolly. Sinatra didn’t

There are photographs of show up then either.

at the library 13 years ago
when he donated an original

Sinatra files to do research.
“It was a publie library,

from her. 1 didn’t like the brary in the state to organize
book, but I couldn’t keep it under the General Library

Special edition
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Hoboken firefighters performed
excellent work In emergencies

It gives me a great sense of
satisfaction and our communi-
ty great pride that the members
of its Fire Department have
displayed a high level of pro-
fessionalism in carrying out
their duties on a routine basis
and at some recent responses
which are listed below.

¢ The actions of Group “A”
under the command of Deputy
Chief Pasquale Sarnella at the
two alarm fire which took place
on July 30 at 358 Sixth Street.
The aggressive response re-
sulted in the saving of life and
minimum property damage.

The following incidents

took place while the Depart-
ment was functioning under
the guidance of Deputy Chief
Robert Moore.
- o The discovery of hazard-
ous Waste at the City's Central
Garage. Chief Edward
Sharneck along with Emergen-
¢y Management Response
Team, Captain Jack Lisa, Fire-
fighter Mike Lisa and Police
Sgt. Mario Mercado,
Coordinator.

oOff-duty Captain Frank
Daliani discovered fuel being
pumped from a private source
into the street and subsequent-
ly into the sewer. Units from
Ladder 1 and Engines 2 and 4
from Group “C” under the co-
mmand of Deputy Chief Ed-
ward McDonald responded.
They joined Mike Lisa and

Capt. Jack Lisa in assisting the
Department of Environmental
Protection and Hudson County
Regional Health.

The incident turned out to
be a major spill requiring a
special contractor and units
from the Police and Ambu-
lance Corp. to join the Fire
Department Units in mitigating
the situation.

@ While the above incident
was taking place, a tractor
trailer owned and operated by
Rutgers Service overturned at
the railroad tracks at the City’s
Southwestern boundary. The
tractor's fuel tanks ruptured
spilling its contents into a nafu-
rally occurring creek in the
area. Deputy Chief McDonald
dispatched Ladder 2 and En-
gine 1 to the scene. Fire per-
sonnel minimized the situation
by promptly sealing the leaking
fuel tanks and calling for assis-
tance from Hudson Regional
Health and units from Hobo-
ken's Emergency Management
Team.

e On August 22 while Fire
units were still on the scene of
the Fuel spill on 16th and Jef-
ferson Streets, a fire broke out
at 1202 Park Avenue. Units of
Group “D"” under the command
of Deputy Chief Charles Eber-
sole responded to the fire
which quickly spread to two
alarms.

The aggressive attack and

containment kept damage to a
minimum. Two firefighters,
Ralph Corrado and Robert
Falco, were injured on the fire
scene. The men of Group “D”
were assisted by Capts. Jack
Lisa and Mike Taglieri and Fir-
efighters Mike Lisa and off-
duty men, John Berkowitz,
Thomas Molta and Nick
TrinceMlita.

@ On August 23, units from
Group “A” under the command
of Deputy Chief John Lewis re-
sponded to what was reported
as a vehicle fire on Sixth &
Jackson Streets. What they
found on arrival was an acci-
dent involving several high
voltage lines down and rows of
vehicles threatened by fire.
The cool-headed actions of the
Fire Personnel at the scene
averted a major incident in-
volving what could have been
serious civilian casualties.

I would like to take this
opportunity to offer my thanks
for a job well done to mem-
bers who took part in these
incidents. They performed
with the highest degree of ex-
cellence under not only the
stress of the emergency but
with the additional concerns
brought about by the current
economic crisis facing the city
of Hoboken.

RICHARD R. TREMITIEDI
chief
Hoboken Fire Department

tens of thousands of photo- Piello held a grand ceremony veny Kelley from using the buiit by the Stevens Family

with $26,000 nearly a century 5 p.

I ago and opened in 1894.
p the material - v

Evgry school day from 4 to
m. is homework hour and
librarians will help children.

Hoboken was the third li- A goal of the library is to make

it more a integral part of the
community.

Lucky Hoboken students

are in core of education

Continued from Page 1
jersey, a lot of jewelry and and
Doc Marten shoes.

Sandy Pepin, who wants to
be a doctor, said she was bored
by being in the same classroom
but also was anxious about the
first day. She decided to wear a
black skirt and print jacket.

Alfredo Gonzales, wearing
a black shirt and pants, sat in
the front seat to the side of the
classroom. While he is nearly 6
feet tall, Gonzales told a re-
porter that he too “was nervous
about coming to a new school.”

The core program is de-
signed to ease the transition
from grammar school into high
school.

The ninth-grade students

in the core program will be

' to a “buddy system”

in ch the students receive

each other’s home numbers in

case there are questions about
homework.

Homework in all five sub-

— math, English, a foreign

‘m, sicllle:ec:‘ and i:etil;l

es — W ven n A

Carey said.

ski - ;‘ me-? elul. tﬂ::;'
a day or cut a X

nrtbelr parents can expect a
"™ -y eﬁl“in assigned

w. and

in some classes, students will

work in groups on assignments

and projects to improve social

“The reason why people
lose their first job is because of
social skills. They don't know
how to get along with other
people,” Carey said.

During yesterday morn-
ing’s orientation, Carey
stressed causes and effects, ac-
tions and consequences, free-
dom and responsibilities, and
achieving success.

“The whole purpose of our
group is excellence and re-
sponsibility for ourselves and
each other,” she said.

The students assigned to
the core program, Carey said,
are average to excellent
students,

Carey’s former ninth-grade
students are anticipating an-
other year in the core program
at the sophomore level.

A group of her students
told a reporter that at first they
resented the coastant
attention.

“After a while, I began to
appreciate all the extra hel
and tutoring,” said Carmen V.

lafano, who wants to be a

veterinarian.

Dennis Dejesus said it

“made you feel like you
belonged.”

Shirley Ortiz were sur-
prised at her grades by the end
of the year.

“I studied all the time. I
had to. Before I was out, out
out. But when you get good
grades just once, you want
them again, again and again,”
Ortiz said.

Continued from Page 1
second vperation,” said Ro-
baina. “Their work was coming
back to the office way too slow.
Their work might have been
, but it was late getting
re and we must obey certain
federal liness.”

But was adamant
about allegations of loq or mis-
places forms. g

She said emphatically,
“Nothing was lost,” work was
merely reassigned to other

, and certain crew lead-
ers were not privy to this
information.

ld“. said enumerators \vmret
told to make three attempts a
finding people at a household,
dismissing the two Hoboken
workers’ “vacant” apartment
all ions.
arold Hayes, assistant re-
onal census manager for the
.8, Census Bureau at the Phil-
adelphia Census Center Office,
raised Quintana and the
%nlon City office,

“Out of 16 offices in New
Jersey, the Union City office
was one of the most efficient
and best run,” he said, adding
it was inappropriate for a crew
leader to contend work was not
being done.

“Granted, when you have
700 employees, you will have
certain management prob-
lems,” he said. “But we had
certain ns of command that

. We had quality

control crews — all part of a

network to help people work in
a ex on.”

said the Census Bu-

reau is still working and can-

u“plublom lmuu. ha.nd

‘ governmen ve

involved in verifying

essence, you are asking

to do a perfect job in an
mperfect environment,’
if he through the Ho-

crew managers might

have been under the gun be-
cause they were just trying to
get an accurate count, Hayes

said, “You could work hard and
not do a good job."

David Lippman, a former
census worker in Hoboken,
said that was not the case of
Brinkos, who just quit the job
because she grew tired of the
way tl::d Un:on City oﬂleOLm
petuated mismanegemen

“It was a pretty screwed up
operation and a case of classic
stupidity,” said Lippman, a for-
mer assistant editor for The
Hudson Dispatch in Union
City.

Lippman, who worked for
the census bureau from early
April to about the end of June,
said a three-day crash course
given by the government to cen-
sus workers on how to fill out
the forms contributed to the
confusion.

“A lot of people just quit on
the spot,” he said. “It was a
system created by geniuses to
be run by geniuses. .., It just
went far beyond their ability
(Union City office district). . ..
In the Union City office they
just had no idea what they were
doing,” Lippman said.

He said it was difficult try-
ing to find out where to com-
plain about the problems and,
'mmwm worlkers fotlnlnd somcs;met

to listen, they were jus
told to it by ear.”

“In this case, the confusion
is not a case of malice,” Lipp-
man said. “It's not Hudson
County politicians trying to
screw each other, but an office

to wrestle with a very
cated process.”

s acknowledged the
census process was a complex
one, but he maintained the
Union City office did m}::
of trying to cover a ch
area.

“It was a massive field op-
eration and we are still trying
to complete the work,” he said.

Pasculli said he would support
Pittman if he is nominated.
Eighteen percent of the city

| schools’ students are black, and
| that segment of the community

needs to be represented on the
school board, he said.

“If the board chooses Bill Pit-
tman, I would that
move,” Pasculli said. “I
that he could function in the best
interests of all members of the
community, but first and fore-
most the children.”

Some of Pasculli’s City Council
and school board allies lobbied
the mayor to support Jonathan
Gordon for the vacant post.
Gordon, backed by Pasculli foe
Councilman Joseph Della Fave,
narrowly lost a board seat in the
April school election.

Gordon's rs said his
financial expertise would benefit
the board and qualify him to
replace the departed Michael
Rossano, who chaired the board’s
financial committee. i

Councilman David Roberts
said he was disappointed Gordon
would not get the seat.

“I don’t think this kind of
pointment sends the n&
message to the ers at this
time,” Roberts said. “I'm holding
my position.”

Drayton is president of the

" local chapter of the National As-

sociation for the Advancement of

In arecent letter to The Hudson

' Dispatch, the group spelled out

its postion on how the vacancy
should be filled.

Lucky Hoboken students are in core of education

By Jo-Ann
Journal staff writer

Hoboken High School teacher Jo-
anne Carey told some ninth-graders
yesterday that they were very lucky
because a core of five teachers will
give them very special attention dur-
ing the next year.

“We will give up our lunch hours,”
Carey said. “We will be here for you
before school and after school.”

. The five teachers assigned to the

_~ ¢4/, “core program” and responsible for
A /¢/g0 100 students will act as a team in
“ finding the most effective ways to
teach them individually or as a group.
“Every day the five teachers will
have meetings,” Carey said. “We may
find that Jose doesn’t look like he is
“uy to find

geiting a new batch of reeruits. In-
stead of their bodies, she wants to
lhng:thar‘ minds.
high school began the core
program last year with 100 students.
One result was that the ninth-grade
class passed the state Department of
Education's proficiency tests in math,
language and writing for the first time
since the state began keeping records
four years ago.
The core progra a 98 per-
cent attendance rate. OFf the 100 stu-

0 Y e

dents, only one dropped out of school,
compared to the average 6 percent
dropout rate for the entire school.

anreu:; niew b:tt:ll‘lﬂ of ninth-grad-
ers ning ye ay morning to Colon was disheartened
the guidelines and expectations. fi school beca e
crgglTei020 of sitting in the" same birthiay. el

assroom everyday same Evelyn Gonzalez

teachers, they have to find their way sing ,mﬁh:t m:e::
pants, a dress or skirt. She se-

City finance chief
files for bankruptcy

‘died in September 1985, she said.

Court papers show Goldsack
and his wife, Andrea, have debts
of $420,917 and y worth

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispateh

HOBOKEN — Buried under a

around a maze of hallways and corri- wear

you to give 100 percent,” she said. dors to pekeu, homerooms and lected a pair of black pants, a blue

Carey, a trim, petite woman,

classes.
seems like a boot camp instructor

“In grammar school, we were at

See LUCKY — Page 4

Census: ‘Don’t count on disgruntled ex-staffers’

Journal staff writer J 3

Y
4

By Blanca M. Quintanilla - 9, A

Allegations of inefficiency
and mismanagement at the U.S.
Census Bureau office in Union
City are the product of disgrun-
tled former employees who
were not following federal gui-
deliness and procedures, ac-
cording to Roger Quintana, the
former district office manager.

Quintana, who has since
been promoted to regional
technical advisor for the New
York City area in the South
Bronx, said the Union City of-
fice closed its doors Friday

During the summer, the

Union City office had a staff of
bout 700 people.

The Jersey Journal report-
ed yesterday that completed
census sheets and other gov-
ernment material including ad-
dress books were lost by the
Union City census office, which
also oversaw the 1980 popula-
tion count in Hoboken, Wee-
hawken and West New York.

Quintana yesterday denied
the loss of any material and
said the federal government
had a “check and balances”
system that worked well during
the census.

“There was no lass of any
count,” Quintana said firmly.

“We had a number of Hoboken
employees who were not per-
forming satisfactorily, and we
ended up replacing them with
other peeple.”

Despite Quintana's reas-
surances, several North Hud-
son municipalities (including
Union City, Hoboken, and West
New York) are challenging the
preliminary U.S. Census re-
sults, claiming their real popu-
latians had been undercounted
by thousands.

Hardest hit was Hoboken
which, according to prelimi-
nary figures, lost about 25 per-
cent of its population in the last
decade. The 1990 census shows

that 31,780 people live in Hobo-
ken, compared to 42,460 in 1980.
Yesterday's edition of The
Jersey Journal two for-
mer US. Census Bureau em-
working in Hoboken

ployees
talking about some of the prob- *

lems contributing to the
results.

Janet Brinkos, who quit her
job as a crew leader supervis-
ing about 20 enumerators in
Hoboken during the census,
and Ann Kinney, who also
worked as a crew leader, said
Union City office supervisors
told them to mark vacant any
unit that wasn't answered on
the first visit.

“It was misman-
aged,” Kinney said of the
Union City office.

Enumerators and office
staffers were by the
Union City office management
to mark “vacant” sheets that
were either logt Or never com-
pleted, according to the two
women.

But Regla Robaina, who
worked as field operations sy-
pervisor at the Union City cen-
sus office, said Brinkos and
Kinney are wrong.

“They are just upset be-
cause they weren’t used for the

See CENSUS — Page 4

mountain of debt brought on by a
failed business, the city’s finance
director has filed for bankruptcy.

Nicholas Goldsack lists 21
creditors in papers filed in US.

Bankruptcy Court in Newark.

His largest creditor is his aunt,
Rosalie Trombetta, who says he
owes her $132,000 for the Adams
Street paint store she sold him in
1986,

Trombetta said she hopes to
scuttle the bankruptcy, but her
attorney said he is unsure
whether he will try to legally
block it.

“He’s my nephew, I trusted
him, I had faith in him™
Trombetta said. “T’'m going to try
and stop this thing because I
want my money.”

Goldsack, who earns $48,000 a
year at his city job, bought the
store from Trombetta four
months after her husband, Jim.

$193,568, including & one-family
house appraised at $190,000 at
11th and Garden streets.

'I‘rpmbetu, 52, said the two had
an informal agreement under
which she lended Goldsack the
purchase price of the store and he
agreed to pay her $500 a month
for a time and then increase the
monthly payments to $800.

“There were other offers for the
store, but he was part of the
fmly."nid Trombetta, who
lives in North Bergen. “I figured
between my pension and the

monthly_ payments, I'd have a
pretty nice life.”

Goldsack made the payments
through July of last year,
Trombetta said. Suddenly, they
stopped coming and Goldsack
eventually closed the store at the
end of the year.




St. Mary unit still

7C/1 @-4y-70

The Hudson Dispatch

In 1965, a small group of
Hoboken women joined to pay
tribute to the late Dr, Eugene
Kiely, a physician on the staff of
St. Mary Hospital, by raising
more than $560,000 toward con-
stiuction of the Kiely Memorial
mborawry located in the hospi-

When they first came together,
little did the women know their
dedication and commitm for
raising funds to benefit St.
Hospital still would be going
strong today.

In 1990. celebrating its 25th
anniversary, the St. Mary Hospi-
tal Auxiliary — which has more
than 140 members — is still con-
ducting fund-raisers on behalf of
the hospital.

“We had very strong hopes and

| ambitions when we first formed
together,” says Mary Anne De-
Pascale, who served as the first
president of the St. Mary Hospi-
tal Auxiliary, “but I don't believe

we thought the group would still
be together and functioning 26
years later.”

Since its creation, the auxiliary
has raised more than $1 million
that has been used to fund hospi-
tal ildi jects and

Lt

In the i Mdthnm»

iliary, most of the money came
mﬁmﬂ-nhrlmchu&b

luncheon-fashion show,
dinner-dances, cake and rum-

munity-minded,” she continues.
“We worked hard, but we also
had fun. There was always a
different type of fund-raising

'lﬁ’ says Lucille
with Ann Accetta,

Today, most of the
organization’s funds are raised
through the auxiliary-operated

hospital gift shop and the
Bargain Box, a thrift store
located in Hoboken. Although

fund-raising events aren’t as nu-

The original officers of the St. Mary Hospital Auxiliary appear in this

“Instead, we rely on the gift
shop and Bargain Box to supply a
large amount of the monies we
donate to the hospital.”

In the late 19605, the auxiliary
began holding annual rummage
sales where people could buy sec-

1966 phato. From left are Frances Klimkeit, since deceased; Inez
Scivani, Marguerite Quinn, Florence Budd, since deceased; Mary
Anne DePascale; and Vera Riccardi.

merous as they were when the
group started 25 years ago, the
auxiliary continues to hold an
annual luncheonfashion show,
Run for Health, a holiday
boutigue, and various art, candy
and bake sales. Total
from the auxiliary’s functions,
along with the gift shop and
Box, add up to more than
$100,000 annually.

“Times and society have
changed drastically since the
start of the auxiliary 256 years
asulli, who,

the only
women who hnlsn served two
terms as auxiliary president.
“Today, women have returned to
the work force and don’t have the
time to devote to velunteer or-
ganizations that they used to
(have). Therefore, many fund-
raising events we once carried

ond-hand clothes, shoes and
pocketbooks at low prices. It was
an event that proved to be ex-
tremely popular and profitable.

With the rummage sale becom-

ua_'me and more popular, in

the auxiliary rented a store
and opened its own thrift shop
calied the Bargain Box. '
“People were always asking
when were we going to hold the
next rummage sale,” says
Casulli, who was auxiliary presi-
dent at the time. “So we thought
it would be a good idea to start a
thrift shop so people could l;:
an epportunity to purchase
o!ou“.ﬂbeym low It has
proven extremely profit-
able.” A
But raising money isn’t the
only function of the auxiliary.
Members also involve themselves
in community-service ams

gram that aids people who are
isolated or handicapped.

“Lifeline allows people who
live alone — or are handicapped —
to get help in case of emergencies
with the press of a button,” says
Casulli. “Lifeline is a program
which doesn’t make money but it
can help save lives.”

In 1989, the auxiliary launched
its annual nursing scholarship
program, that provides a three-
year scholarship for a qualifying
Hoboken resident to attend the
St. Francis Hospital School of
Nursing in Jersey City.

“1 believe that hospital aux-
iliaries are much more than fund-
raising groups,” says DePascale.

“An auxiliary serves as a link |
between the community and the |

hospital. It's a means of getting
people involved and giving them
an opportunity to give something
back to the community.”

The most successful fund-
raiser, sponsored annually by the
auxiliary, is its luncheon-fashion
show. This year, the program will
be held Nov. 17 at Stevens In-
stitute of Technology in Hoboken,
the site of the first show in 1965.

“This year, we are honoring all
past presidents,” Casulli reports.
“We are seeking out who
were members over the past 25
years who may not be part of the

- 1,
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Choice of Toscano infuriates blacks

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - In a move that angered black
community leaders, the Board of Education
last night appointed self-styled “taxpayers’
advocate”’ Mark Toscano to fill its vacant seat

More than two dozen black city residents
who turned out for last night’s meeting hoping
to see Police Officer Eugene Drayton get the
post stormed out of the board room after the

trustees named Toscano.

“This administration has broken its com-
mitment to the black community,” Drayton
said. “It is clear we cannot work with this

administration. So we will see them in April,
and we'll see them again in May.” Drayton
was referring to next year's school board and

dent James J. Farina broke promises to the
black community

City Council ‘elections “We have been promised a seat on the board
e ' for the last two years,” Beatty said. “W
Tosc: 2 G e ) S " as 0 years, eatty sai We are

New -0, & Siyeer old executive with the , ., getting the proper representation that we

New York City-based Bear Stearns brokerage Banate 4

serve

house, said he is looking forward to working
with the other board members

“I'm very excited,” he said. “I've got a lot of
ideas, and I'm glad to be getting a chance to
take an active role in the city.”

Drayton and other black leaders — includ-
ing the Rev. William Beatty and Housing
Authority Commissioner Walter Johnson —
said Mayor Patrick Pasculli and board Presi-

The local unit of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People had
lobbied hard for a black board member after
Michael Rossano stepped down three weeks
ago. There has not been a black representative
on the school board since Drayton finished a

Please see VACANCY Page 10

Three towns will not tak:

lying down

auxiliary today. We decided to
return the program to Stevens
because it’s going to be an event
full of memories.” -

There have been 10 presidents
of the auxiliary: Pascale,
1966-68; Marguerite Quinn,
B . dnee o 107 74; Anae

) 14, nne
B‘;r?:tm, 1074-76;
Casulli—1976-78 and 1982.84;
S Mo ocky, 1980.83: e
Margaret McFeely, 1 4§
Accetta, 198488; and Dina
McKnight, 1988-1990.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation concerning the aux-
iliary or attending the luncheon-
fashion show should call

event taking place each month.”

out are no longer conducted.

Towns won’t take
low census count

By Blanca M. Qulnuﬂ k-
Journal staff writer . sz; y)

Three North Hudson com-
munities have taken up arms,
or rather calculators, against
the federal government as they
seek to reverse low census
counts.

In Hoboken, Union City
and West New York, volunteer
enumerators and city officials
have conducted their own
counts and submitted chal-
lenges to the U.S. Census

res.

On Thursday, Union City
Mayor Robert Menendez an-
nounced that the Census Bu-
reau missed more than 1,300
housing units — a gap suggest-
ing that at least 3,000 people
had not been accounted for.

He said “Operation Hound
Dog” an intensive search for
uncounted residents, found
1,321 uncounted housing units
in the city. That same day, he
filed his report with the Census
Bureau, challenging the pre-
liminary count.

The mayor has said that for
every person not counted, a
community would lose about
$4,000 in federal funding. Low-

people had been counted in the
city. Some 250 were still miss-

Jiing when the Census Bureau

released its preliminary
figures.

“If the final numbers pro-
duced by the 1990 Census Bu-

reau are not reasonable, we'll

seriously consider litigation |
against the federal govern- |

ment,” Menendez said. “A
court battle with the feds may

See THREE TOWNS — Page 4
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three-year term in 1988.

At the same time, Pasculli’s
allies on the board and City Coun-
cil were pushing the mayor to
recommend a candidate who
could bring financial experience
— and a conservative attitude on
school budgets — to the board.

"Toscano emerged as a leading
candidate in the last few days,
alfter the NAACP withdrew Fire-
fighter William Pittman’s name
from consideration in favor of
Drayton’s. .

Both Farina and Pasculli —
1 who had publicly endorsed Pit-
tman for the seat — backtracked

when the NAACP changed can-
didates. ;

Last night's vote indicated
there was a considerable dif-
ference of opinion on the board
over who the seat should go to.
Farina, Claire DePalma and
Angel Alicea Jr. voted for
Toscano, while Perry Belfiore
and Otto Hottendorf voted for
Drayton. Geraldine Pantoliano
and Ed Garcia abstained, and
Raul Morales was absent. "

“] hope this vote doesn’t/
polarize an already polarize
community even mre,” Belfigre
said. “] honored my commitment.
Some people here didn’t.”

Runs Oasis ministry

New Hobok

By DAVID REILLY
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believe the controversy around the min-

istry itself will recede.”

short counts

Continued from Page 1 % q//)/ff—————

be costly, but that cost will be
nothing compared to how much
towns like Union City will lose
if undercounted.”

If the counts are not cor-
rected, Menendez estimated,
the city could lose $12 million
in federal aid during the next
decade.

West New York Mayor An-
thony M. DeFino has demand-
ed the Census Bureau increase
its estimate of town residents
after volunteers counted 971
housing units allegedly missed
by census enumerators.

DeFino said he launched
the recount after preliminary
census figures estimated that
West New York, one of the
state's most densely populated
communities, has 37,011 resi-
dents — a loss of 3,000 since
1980.

“It's upsetting to me,” he
said. “It’s not like they missed a
few.”

After receiving the figures,
West New York officials re-
viewed tax, building and unit
records, DeFino said.

Volunteers hand counted
mail box addresses, and the
results have been mailed to
census officials, he said.

“The Census Bureau's mis-
takes and carelessness will
cost us for years to come,” De-
Fino said. He called the Union
City office’s count “slipshod.”

The Union City office man-
aged the count for that city,
Weehawken, Hoboken and
West New York.

DeFino has been critical of
the Census Bureau before.

in 1980, after the bureau

that Christianity and lesbian and gay

Count on it

B Census director says
population figures will be
revised upwards  Page 28

failed to count hundreds of
Spanish-speaking Cuban immi-
grants in West New York, he
successfully sued to have the
number increased, said town
spokeswoman Mary Kay Risi.

“Based on that experience,
the town was prepared for this
to happen,” she said.

Hinting that West New
York may again take legal ac-
tion, Risi declined to reveal
when the town's count took
place.

“The town does not want to
tip its hand to the Census Bu-
reau, revealing how it conduct-
ed the count,” she said.

Hoboken officials say near-
ly 2,000 housing units were
overlooked by the Union City
office of the Census Bureau.

“We have been busy the
last week, counting every unit
of housing we could identify.
Through this effort, we found
1,893 units beyond the figure
that the Census Bureau had
submitted to us,” said Hoboken
Mayor Patrick Pasculli.

“We feel that this is a sub-
stantial difference and forms a
significant basis for an ap-
peal,” he said.

The discrepancy was un-
earthed after city officials and
volunteers canvassed door-to-
door and block-by-block to re-
check preliminary figures.

Hoboken lost 25 percent of
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its population in the last de-
cade, according to preliminary
numbers.

The 1990 census shows that
31,790 people live in Hoboken,
compared to 42,460 people in
1980. Records show the Mile
Square City has 16,946 housing
units now compared to 16,821 a
decade ago.

But the state Department
of Labor’s records show there
are 18,211 housing units in the
city, Pasculli noted.

Pasculli said that the re-
count — conducted by his of-
fice, the Community Develop-
ment Agency, volunteers,
members of the City Council
and Planning Board as well as
Assemblyman Begnard Kenny,
shows 18,830 dwellings.

“That is more in line with
the Department of Labor,” Pas-
culli said.

Kenny wants the Union
City office of the Census Bu-
reau to conduct an in-house
investigation into reports
about missing census sheets
and other government materi-
al, including address books.

Roger Quintana, who head-
ed the Union City office, dis-
missed those reports as rumors
from disgruntled employees.

Hoboken officials are do-
cumenting reports from resi-
dents who worked the census
and contend that completed
census sheets were misplaced
and that there was mismanage-
ment in the Union City office.

“We are going to call for an
investigation,” Kenny said,
adding the city cannot accept a
25 percent loss in population
“without verification.”

en gay cleric shuns controversy

After his brief tenure at Oasis, Wil-

er population could also mean
the loss of representation in
federal

the state and

legislatures.

The 1980 Census revealed
that Union City had 55,593 per-
sons living within its borders.
Menendez said the city has
grown to at least to 60,500 peo-
ple during the past decate.

However, 1990 premilimin-
ary figures showed ogly 55,343

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — As new leader of the
Oasis ministry for Episcopal gays, the
Rev. David Norgard wants to avoid be-
coming a lightning rod for controversy.

But avoiding controversy is not easy
for the ministry’s executive director.

After just a month at Oasis, Norgard
already is being called upon to say
whether he will bless marriages of gay
couples.

It is the first of probably many touchy
subjects Norgard will have to deal with.
“There are several topics we'll have to
address,” Norgard said. “The directors of

The 32-year-old Minnesota native has
not yet taken a stance on same-sex mar-
riages or other issues that confront
Oasis, the ministry at All Saints
Episcopal Church at Washington and
Seventh streets.

But once he does, Norgard’s approach
is likely to be low-key, non-confronta-
tional and couched in intellectual terms.

“I’'m not a person who likes to work in
terms of confrontation,” Norgard said. “]
have a penchant for organization and
management.”

Norgard has had extensive organiza-
tional experience, having run the
Episcopal Church'’s largest soup kitchen,

&EIf you were a part of
the church and never felt
welcome, you’ll be wel-
comehere. § ¥

THE REV.DAVID NORGARD
e e e e — e

ty School in New Haven, Conn., in the
early 1980s.

Norgard, who is gay, wants the Oasis
to provide a gateway into the Episcopal
Church for gays throughout North Jer-
sey.

people can interact, that's the type of
people we also want to reach.”

Norgard’s emphasis on running an
organization smoothly without rocking
the church’s boat is in sharp contrast to
the approach of his predecessor, the Rev.
Robert Williams, who founded Oasis.

In the six weeks he ran Qasis, Wil-
liams became embroiled in a national
controversy after speaking at a church
symposium.

Williams said monogamy and celibacy
were unnatural, that Mother Teresa’s’
life would be enhanced if she had sex and
that Christ probably had a gay lover.

After hearing the remarks, Newark
Bishop -John Spong, who ordained Wil-

liams lambasted Spong and other church
officials during an appearance on the
nationally telecast Donohue show. He is
now living in Jersey City, studying at
New York University and writing a book
about his experiences. '

Williams recently announced he would
bless gay marriages because Oasis and
other Episcopal clergy would not do so
publicly.

The comment prompted Norgard to say
the issue was undecided.

Norgard avoids or ignores Williams’
remarks, preferring to keep the focus of
QOasis on the ministry.

After Williams' resignation, Oasis
closed for eight wonths. It reopened

the ministry and myself will meet to
discuss them, but they are only one
aspect of the pastoral ministry. ... Once
the work of the ministry gets started, 1

at Holy Apostles Church in Manhattan.
He also helped found and organize the
Yale Gay and Lesbian Cooperative while
doing graduate work at the Yale Divini-

“If you were a part of the church and
never felt welcome, you'll be welcome
here,” he said. “Or if you were never a
part of the church and weren't aware

resign from QOasis.

functions.

liams in December, asked the priest to

Williams is still a priest, but has no

when Norgard took over,

“It’s not really a sz=cond start,” Nor-
gard said. “It's mwre like starting all

over again.”

Police unhappy as election due bills are being deducted

By Jo-Ann Moriarty _ ~ a ",_
//L’(‘

Journal staff writer _| )

Some Hoboken police offi-
cers are questioning the legal-
ity of deducting $20 from their
paychecks to finance the chal-
lenge of the July special refer-
endum in which residents re-
jected by 12 votes a waterfront
development plan.

Soon after the July 10 refer-
endum, police, firefighters and
residents organized a group
called The Committee to Save
Hoboken to contest the elec
tion and call for a new vote

The group hired John Car-

1

other residents, businesses
gnd developers.

The police and fire unions
voted in the summer to contrib-
ute $3,500 each to the cause
Some members believed that
the money would be returned
to their treasury once dona-
tions started rolling in.

But, according to several
police officers and City Hall
insiders, the money is trickling
in and that for the most part the
police and fire unions are foot-
ing the bill

“Yeah, there is dissen-
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