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THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE
One Hundred Years! Think of it! These 

were not just any one hundred years. These 
years, which we commemorate, were years of 
devotion to the Cause of Jesus Christ, marked 
by sacrificial service and faithfulness in follow­
ing Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

I wish we could speak with those saints of 
old, who labored and gave their best in order 
that our Church could be established, and hear 
them tell of their hopes and aspirations for their 
Church and ours. I wish we could catch their 
vision of Christ who was, and still is, the 
adequate Saviour for a lost World, and ex­
perience the same compulsion that drove them 
on. in spite of the overwhelming obstacles that 
appeared in their way as they lived and took

the Gospel to the faraway places of the earth. Of a truth these were a 
noble. God-fearing. Christ-serving people Would to God we were more 
like them; people with soul-transforming convictions and wholehearted 
loyalties.

But the best is yet to be! Our opportunities are greater; our possi­
bilities only God Himself can truly estimate. It is for us to live such a 
life of service for Christ in our generation that those who follow us one
hundred years from now may also rise up and call us blessed.

Let this be a time of prayerful rededication. So much depends upon 
us in the days that are ahead May it please God to make us adequate for
our task.

May God bless us each one as we observe together the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the founding of the First Baptist Church of Matawan, N. J.

R fy G a r r ftt  S  D ftwtt .fr
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Bv F ran k lin  S. Thom pson

Tim e a f te r  tim e in ages past w hen  a 
relig ion  had  becom e m erely  a ritu a lis tic  form , 
a leader, a prophet, or even the  Son of God 
has com e along w ho believed th a t any person 
a t any  tim e can approach  his God w ith o u t the 
help  of a set ritu a l or o th er assistance. This 
concept has been especially  appealing  to 
those desirous of partic ip a tin g  in a sincere 
w orship  of th e ir  God. So. w hen these 
leaders cam e along who preached  these 
tru th s , they  w ere not lack ing  in followers. 
The path  they  trav e led  was often rough and 
rugged. They w ere sub ject to rid icule, per 
secution and death , b u t the fundam ental 
tru th s  in w hich they believed lived on.

The nam e, “B ap tist’*, has long been
associated w ith  groups and sects s triv in g  for 
and p racticing  re lig ious liberty . As early  as 
the  tw elfth  cen tu ry , th e re  w ere  m any of these 
in cen tra l Europe. T h eir num ber and in ­
fluence becam e so g rea t th a t they w ere 
an im p o rtan t facto r in the  R eform ation  of 
the s ix teen th  cen tu ry  from  w hich cam e m any 
of the  P ro te s tan t denom inations. U n fo rtu ­
nately . m any of the  leaders of the R efo rm a­
tion did not believe in the separation  of 
C hurch  and S tate, so B aptists w ere  still 
sub ject to pun ishm ent u n d er civil law for 
non-conform ity  in re lig ious m atters. As a 
re su lt of such persecution in Holland, some 
B aptists fled to England, and the  origin of 
English Baptists, as a d istinct sect, m ay be 
ascribed  to  these refugees. This occurred  in 
the ea rly  p a r t of the seven teen th  cen tu ry  at 
w hich tim e the  religious and political events 
th a t took place in H olland and England had 
a d irec t bearing  upon the  estab lishm ent of 
B aptist churches in our country .

English d issen ters fled to H olland, w hich 
at th a t tim e had a m ore libera l regim e, but 
w ishing to p reserve th e ir nationality  and 
language, m oved on to New England. That 
story, and the sto ry  of th e ir early  struggles 
to su rv ive is fam ilia r to all. W hat is prob 
ably not so fam iliar, how ever, is the story  of 
how. a f te r  the  early  se ttle rs  becam e firmly 
established, re lig ious non-conform ity  becam e 
punishable under civil law.

One of the first to ob ject to th is condition 
was R oger W illiam s. The sto ry  of his banish 
m ent from  M assachusetts and subsequent 
form ation  of the B aptist church at Provi 
dence, Rhode island, in I f36 is well know n 
A con tem porary  of Roger W illiam s was John  
C larke who founded a church  at N ew port. 
Rhode Island, in 1641. These tw o men w^ere 
large ly  responsib le for the founding and 
ea rlv  grow th of the Baptist faith  in N^w 
England.

To the south  of us, in 1687. a com pany of 
W elsh and Irish  B aptists settled  near
P h ilad e lp h ia  and founded the “Old Penne 
pack C hurch", o r w ha t is now know n as the 
“L ow er D ublin Baptist C hurch  ' a t  Bust I? 
town, Philadelphia .

W ith B aptists on both sides of New 
Je rsey  it was inev itab le  th a t som e would 
com e to New Jersey , especially  since in the 
“G ran ts  and Concessions of New Je rsey '' m ade

by B erk ley  and C arta re t, published  in 1663, 
relig ious freedom  w as guaran teed  thus: “No 
person a t any tim e shall be anyw ays m ol­
ested, punished, d isquieted  o r called in 
question  fo r any difference in opinion o r 
practice  in m atte rs  of re lig ious concern ­
m ents."

The first chu rches in our section of New 
Je rsey  w ere a t M iddletow n and S telton. It. 
was churches such as these, whose pastors 
assum ed the  ex tra  du ties of m in istering  to 
sm all g roups in neighboring  te rr ito ry , th a t 
o u r ow n church  was fostered and established. 
As ea rly  as 1830. Rev. R oberts of the M iddle - 
tow n B aptist C hurch  preached  in the hom es 
of Mrs. R achel Bent and  Mr. John  Disbrow. 
D uring  the  1830-1840 decade, the Rev. Goble 
and Rev. J. M. C arpen ter, pastors of a church 
at C heesequake, held occasional services at 
Jam es L ockerm an 's T avern .

A fte r the  organization of a B aptist C hurch 
a t K eyport, in 1840, services for M ataw an 
B aptists becam e m ore frequent. The Rev. 
W illiam  V. W ilson, pasto r a t K eyport from 
1841 to 1853, conducted reg u la rly  scheduled 
serv ices at both the  M ount P leasant and 
M organville school houses.

B aptist in te re st had reached a point by 
1849 th a t it w as decided to e rec t a m eeting 
house. In D ecem ber of th a t year, a lot a1 
260 M ain S tree t was purchased  by Mr. I. F 
B cdle for tw o hundred  dollars. Upon com ­
pletion of the  chu rch  building, it was 
dedicated  at cerem onies w hich included 
form al recognition  of the B aptist g roup  as a 
reg u la rly  constitu ted  B aotist C hurch.

The first session of these cerem onies was 
held Tuesday evening, O ctober 22 w ith  
R everend Job  G askill. who had been sent 
as a m issionary by the New Je rsey  Baptist 
S ta te  C onvention, p resid ing a t th is m eeting 
The cha irm an  read the nam es of those persons 
who had been reg u la rly  dism issed from 
B aptist chu rches to un ite  in form ing a new 
church . T h ere  w ere only th irty -tw o  ori 'inal 
or constituen t m em bers. T w enty  of these 
had le tte rs  from  K eyport; four from  Holm- 
del; one from  M iddletow n two from  Am ity 
L u th eran  C hurch . New York; tw o from 
South  C hurch. New York: and th ree  from 
Old Bridge.

A fter the A rticles of F aith  and Coven 
a n t "  had been read and unanim ously  adopted. 
Rev. Job  G askill was chosen pastor; John  
Van B racklc and R ynear Suydam  as deacons: 
Joseph  H. C hapm an. T reasu re r: and John
Van B rackle. C hurch C lerk.

For the form al o rganization  and recog 
nition of th is g roup  of th irty -tw o  as a 
reg u la r B aptist C hurch . "A council of 
M inistering B reth ren  and o th e r B reth ren  
from  several d iffe ren t B aptist C hurches 
assem bled in the B aptist M eeting House <>f 
M iddletow n P o in t on W ednesday. O ctober 23. 
A.D. 1850 at 10 o’clock A. M at the call of 
th irty -tw o  B aotist B re th ren  and S isters who 
desire  to be recognized as a reg u la r B ap tist 
C hurch, to take into consideration  the 
p ro p rie ty  of g ran ting  th is request



T his council was com posed of the fo llow ­
ing:

Rev. D. B. S tout, M iddletow n; Rev. Wrn. 
I. Nice. Holm dcl; Rev. Joseph  Beldon, F re e ­
hold; Rev. L. F. S telle . H erbertsv ille ; Rev. 
Wm. V. W ilson. K eyport; Rev. J. M. C arp en ­
ter. P erth  Am boy; Rev. M iddleditch. Red 
Bank: Deacons Joseph  Sm ith  and Wm. Sm ith. 
Red Bank. Rev. J. R. S tone and tw o d ea ­
cons from  the  B erean B aptist C hurch. New 
York.

A fter listening to  a s ta tem en t by Rev. Job  
G askill “on behalf of the B reth ren  and  S isters 
of th e ir  conditions and prospects together 
w ith  incip ien t m easures to organize a Baptist 
C hurch in th is p lace”, the council u n an i­
m ously agreed  to  recognize the  g roup  as a 
reg u la r Baptist church.

As recorded by the C hurch  C lerk. Mr. 
Jo h n  Van B rark le . Rev. Joseph Beldon read 
the scrip tu re . Rev. J . R. S tone preached  the 
serm on. Rev. Wm. V Wilson d e l'v e red  the 
charge to the church . Rev. D. B S tout gave 
the rig h t hand of fellow ship, and Rev. J. M 
C arp en te r offered the  recognition p ray er At 
the  evening  m eeting of the  sam e day. there  
was a serm on by Rev. M iddleditch ‘‘a fte r 
w hich ou r tw o Deacons w ere ordained  by 
p ray e r and  the  im position of the hands of the 
council."

In th is m an n er the F irst B aptist C hurch  
and  Society of M iddletow n Poin t w as brought 
into being. This nam e for the C hurch  was 
used officially un til 1899 w hen it was charmed 
to the M ataw an B aptist C hurch

t
CHURCH O FFIC ERS

O ur church  had been born, bu t th e re  
w ere still som e deta ils  of organization  to be 
finished The C hurch  C lerk  Mr Jo h n  Van 
B rackle and  C hurch  T reasu re r. Mr. Joseph 
H C hapm an, had been chosen for these 
offices at the sam e tim e the Deacons w ere 
elected  On N ovem ber 5. 1850. the  follow ing 
w ere elected as m em bers of the Board of 
T rustees: Mr Joseoh  H. C hapm an. Mr
Thom as I Bedle. Mr Edw ard Black. Mr 
John  Van B rackle. and M r R ynear Suydam  
On N ovem ber 23. 1850, th°se  m en met and 
form ally organized under the nam e of The 
T rustees of The F irs t Baptist C hurch  at 
M iddletow n P o in t” and was so recorded  at 
the  C ounty C lerk 's  Office Before tak ing  
office, these m en signed an oath  to supoort 
the F ederal and S ta te  governm ents and faith 
fully d ischarge th e ir du ties to  th e ir church  
F o u r sig n atu res w ere  no tarized by Mr Thom as 
1 Bedle. and his sig n atu re  was w itnessed by 
Jo h n  M Boice. On the sam e day Mr R vnear 
Suydam . Mr. Jo h n  Van B rackle, Mrs Emily 
C raig, and Mrs. Lydia S t : II well w ere  a p ­
pointed co llectors of salary. T hese offices, 
excep t the  collectors of salary  w hich have* 
been dropped , w ere and still a re  the  backbone 
of the church . O ur church  being much 
larger, we now have a financial secretary  
and tre a su re r of benevolence. To assist these 
officers th e re  a re  the follow ing standing  com 
m ittees: A dvisary , F inance. Benevolence.
M issions. B aptism , Lookout and V isitation. 
P u lp it Supply . Music. Usher, and N om inat­
ing

FINANCE
Financing  a church  by vo lu n tary  co n tri­

bu tions is a never-end ing  struggle, since very  
few  B aptist churches a re  even p artia lly  
endow ed. O ur church  w as and  is no 
exception. In addition  to the  y early  fixed 
expenses, funds a re  needed to  provide for 
em ergency  appeals, rep a irs  and expansion  to 
church  build ings, and so on. If th e re  is any  
tru th  in the old say ing  th a t a church  w ithou t 
a note in the  bank o r a m ortgage is a dead 
church , we should be very  m uch alive.

T he New Je rsey  B aotist S ta te  C onvention 
co n trib u ted  abou t $200.00 y early  un til 1875 
w hen we becam e en tire ly  self-supporting. 
Pew  ren t was charged  from  N ovem ber 1851 
to F eb ru a ry  1874. A finance plan th a t sounds 
fam iliar was proposed a t a T rustees' m eeting, 
N ovem ber 11. 1872. This plan was, that *f 

15 persons gave $24.00 
18 persons gave $12.00 
15 |>crsons gave $ 6 00 
21 p e r s o n s  gave $ 3.00

$741.00
the o rd in ary  expense for the  follow ing y ear 
w ould be m et. A pparen tly  th e ir  plan w as 
not followed up. o r else it did not w ork, 
for subscrip tion  lists, ex tra  collections, fairs, 
en terta in m en ts, and suppers had to bo 
resorted  to in o rd e r to pay off the deficits 
and  debts W ith every  m em ber co n tribu ting  
according to his m eans, w hich is the  object 
of the envelope system , o u r T rustees will 
not be forced as the T rustees in 1878 w ere 
“to suspense w ith  the sex ton  of the church 
for the sum m er m onths and the T rustees 
do the w ork of the sexton such as ligh ting  
w arm ing, sw eeping and  keeping the  house in 
>• good condition  un till such tim e as tho \ 
c a n  a f fo rd  to  h i r e  a  sex  Ion

t
CHURCH BUILDING

T here  is p ractically  no th ing  in o u r church  
records to tell us an y th in g  of the  general 
appearance  of o u r first m eeting house. N or 
is th e re  any record of how it w as furnished, 
lighted, and heated T here  was no built-in  
bap tistry , for the clerk  s records relate, that 
a f te r the  congregation had voted to receive 
som eone as a m em ber a f te r  baptism , a tim e 
would be set for the  bantism al service to take 
advan tage of the p roper tide These services 
w ere held in the creek at a place know n as 
G ravelly  Point and we re conducted in all 
seasons of th e  year

It often  happens th a t the o rig inal estim ate 
of the  cost of an  en te rp rise  is exceeded. So. 
in May 1851. $500.00 w as borrow ed to “pay 
off the  ou tstand ing  bills against us for the 
erection  and finishing of o u r house of 
w orsh ip .”

U nfortunately  for the  sm all and  struggling  
congregation, o u r first m eeting house w as 
com pletely destroyed  by fire on F ebruary  
14. 1858. The insurance had been allow ed 
to lapse, so, in less th an  ei'*ht y ears a fte r 
the  com pletion of the first build ing, they  w ere  
faced w ith  the task of provid ing  a new m ee t­
ing house. This was done in a little  over 
tw o v ea is  In the m eantim e, the  m ain church



services w ere  held  in W ashington Hall w hich 
was on the  site of the  p resen t A m erican 
Legion building.

T he bu ild ing  was com pleted and dedicated  
A ugust 1, 1860 du ring  th e  pasto ra te  of Rev. 
J. E. B arnes. T he to ta l cost was $3,303.00, 
of w hich  the  final $1,400.00 w as paid in 1885 
w hile Rev. R. G. F arley  w as pastor.

This early  bu ild ing  consisted of w ha t is 
now  the  m ain aud ito rium . Since then  there  
have been th ree  m ajo r a lte ra tio n s o r additions 
and num erous m inor on os.

To provide m ore fitting space for the 
Sunday School and  sm alle r g roup  activ ities, 
the lec tu re  room w as added d u rin g  the tim e 
of Rev. F. A. S la ter. In 1892 the  lectu re  room 
was en larged , the  m ain m eeting room  re ­
decorated , the seats recushioned, and a suave 
provided for the choir at the  r ieh t of the 
pulnit. In 1909, the  last m ajor changes w ere 
made. At th a t tim e, a new  hardw ood floor 
w as laid, the old stra igh t-backed , cushioned 
pews w ere rep laced  w ith  those ro w  in use. 
and the large cen te r doorw ay was cut 
th rough  the  vestibu le w all. This is ou r build 
ing m uch as we now see it.

H eating and  ligh ting  our church  was a 
problem  the  T rustees a lw ays had w ith  them . 
H eat at the  flick of a sw itch is a far cry from  
the  stubborn , reca lc itran t co; 1 stoves and 
fu rnaces w ith  w hich they  so often  w restled. 
L ight in ou r first m eeting house m ust have 
b^en from  e ith e r candles o r w hale oil lam os 
since kerosene was not in com m on use u r ti l  
the late 1860's. P rio r to the in troduction  of 
gas in 1872. kerosene lights w ere used and 
finally in 1916. the  e lec tric  lighting system  
was installed.

T here  w ere  tw o baptistries. One of them  
is u n d er th e  pu ln it and  no longer used. In 
1891 a reg u la r w a te r h ea te r  w as first used 
P rio r to that, Deacon B ogart took the  chill 
off by hea ting  large  nieces of iron in a stove 
and plunging  them  into the b ap tis try  w ate r

All of the old. plain glass w indow s in the 
m ain bodv of the church  have been replaced 
w ith  stained  glass excep t one. Som e w ere 
g ifts of ind iv iduals in m em ory of relatives, 
and m anv o thers have been provided by the 
L adies’ Aid Society

t
PARSONAGE

F or m any y ears our m in isters had to  live 
in various houses ren ted  for them . In 1901. 
the  house d irec tly  south and n ex t door to the 
church  was bought of Ruliff C raw ford  for 
$2,000.00. S ince then  the  sun porch has been 
added  and  the  in te rio r m odernized in 
respect to heating, p lum bing  and lighting, 
la rge ly  th rough  the  w ork and effort of the 
L adies’ Aid Society

Before leav ing  the  sub ject of various 
chu rch  buildings, som e m ention should be 
m ade of the horse sheds. B efore autom obiles 
becam e so com m on they  w ere qu ite  a 
necessary  p a rt of church  p roperty . M any of 
the  m em bers w ho lived a m ile o r m ore 
d is tan t d rove to church in horse d raw n 
carriages, and  som e pro tection  from  the 
w ea th er was needed for th e ir horses. In 
la te r  y ears some sections of these sheds w ere 
used as garages. This y ea r they w ere torn

dow n and a new garage provided for our 
p asto r’s use.

t
SUNDAY SCHOOL

T here w ere  no S unday  Schools in the 
ea rly  P ro tes tan t C hurches. Before th e  days 
of p a rtia l re lig ious lib erty , a tten d an ce  at 
re lig ious services, o th er th an  those of the 
S ta te  C hurch, w as often  punishable by death. 
A sm all m eeting of o lder folk m ight go u n ­
noticed bu t a m eeting  of a g roup  of ch ild ren  
and  teachers w ould be hard  to hide. Who 
would they have for teachers? O ften tim es the 
only person in the  congregation able to  read 
and w rite  was the pastor.

It w as from  the w ork of Mr. R obert 
Raikes, in the slum s of G loucester. England, 
th a t our Sunday Schools received th e ir s tart. 
In 1780 he s ta rted  his first class for re lig ious 
instruction  of ch ild ren  The idea gradually  
spread th ru o u t England and. finally, to 
A m erica.

The g rea test im petus in the  grow th of our 
S unday  Schools cam e from  the  form ation  of 
the A m erican B aptist P ub lication  Society in 
1824. for the p rin tin g  of re lig ious trac ts, song 
books, and Bibles. To fill the need of o rderly  
Bible study  in Sunday Schools, w hich w ere 
g radually  increasing  in num bers, the p u b ­
lication of such pam phlets as "The Young 
R eaper" and “B ible Lesson M onthly" was 
com m enced in 1856. From  these pam phlets 
th e re  has evolved the p resen t lesson study 
aids now' in com m on use. The Society, by 
provid ing  su itab le  publications, was largely  
responsible for the  developm ent of the C rad le 
Roll. B eginner, P rim ary . Ju n io r, You’ g 
People. Adult, and  Home D epartm ents, all f 
w’hich study  the sam e Bible lesson for that 
S unday

The records a re  no t very  c lea r as to the 
exact date  w hen our S unday  School was 
started . H ow ever, we do know' th a t in 1881. 
Mr. C harles A G eran  was the superin tenden t 
He w as followed by Mr A lfred Faye. Mr 
H arry  Boyd. Rev. Sam uel B ow er. Mr. W illiam 
W estell. M r A Adam Banke. Mrs. F iitz  
W eber. Mr. L Roy S ickels and. the present 
su p erin ten d en t Mr. W illiam  J B ader

For m any y ears the S unday  School con­
tr ib u ted  d irec tly  to the  Bow ana Pallev  
M ission in Secunderabad , India, w hich was 
organized by Ida and M ary Faye. The 
School still co n trib u tes  liberally  to M issions 
b u t th e ir  co n tribu tions a re  no longer desig ­
nated  as the  little  M ission School has long 
since been absorbed into a la rg e r educational 
program  in India.

The C hurch  is also indebted to  the  S u n ­
day School for the very  libera l con tribu tions 
th a t it has m ade to  all of the financial appeals 
of the C hurch . In m ore recen t yea1's it has 
co n trib u ted  for the com plete redeco ration  of 
the  au d ito riu m  and lectu re  room, for new 
hym nals, new carnet, and aided substan tia lly  
in paving  off the  m ortgage. In addition, the 
School has s ta rted  a bu ild ing  fund, in w hich 
$500 is now set aside, to assist the C hurch 
w ith  w h a tev er changes it m ay decide to  m ake 
in the  aud ito rium  proper and in en larg ing  
the S unday  School facilities.

The S unday  School also co n trib u tes  an



nually  to the A m erican B aptist Publication  
Society, The Home F or The Aged in N ew ark. 
N. J„  and the A m erican B ible Society. The 
School has also inaugura ted  a program  w here 
by young people a re  given aid so th a t they 
m ay attend  S um m er Cam p a t the  new  B aptist 
C am p C onference C en ter in Lebanon. N. J. 
F our young people, of the g roup  of seven 
from  o u r C hurch  who a ttended  C am p th ’s 
S um m er w ere  aided by the S unday  School 
e ith e r en tire ly  o r in t art.

W hatever co n tribu tion  m ay have been 
m ade by th<' C hurch  in the  last one hundred  
y ears a large portion of th is is d irec tly  
a ttr ib u tab le  to the consecration  and unselfish 
devotion of those who have served on the 
s t a f f  of the Sunday School

t
M ISSIONS

To p ro p e rly  ca rry  on and finance Missions, 
concerted action by a g roup  of C hurches is 
necessary. C om plete independence of each 
congregation in all its actions w as such a 
strong  ch arac te ris tic  of early  B aptists th a t it 
was d ifficult to un it them  fo r effective m is­
sionary  work. In addition, m any Baptists 
w ere opposed to  Missions, especially  foreign 
missions, for m any yeaars.

A fter the  R evolu t onary  W ar. successful 
efforts to organize Home M issionary w ork was 
m ade by various B aptist Associations. T heir 
ob ject was the  fo rm ation  of Baptist C hurches 
in the m id-w est and far-w est.

In May 1814 the B aptist G eneral Conven 
tion for Foreign  M issions was form ed This 
was the result of a; p.'als. by Rev. I.u th er 
Rice, for the  support of Rev. and Mrs Adon- 
iram  Judson  as m issionaries in Burm a The 
d ram atic  story  of Ju d so n ’s efforts and success 
was m ainly responsible in overcom ing oppo­
sition to Foreign M issions am ong Baptists in 
Am erica.

In o u r ow n C hurch , support of M issions is 
part of the  reg u la r budget H ow ever, the 
m ain force for keeping the m issionary spirit 
ac tive in o u r Chun, h com es from  the 
W om en's M issionary Society

T his Society was organized on A pril 17. 
188.*) and entrusted  of niru m em bers w ith 
Miss Ida S la ter, p residen t Succeeding pres: 
den ts w ere Mrs. I) K. Van W ickle. Mrs. F r i t /  
W eber. Mrs. W illiam  Sm ith . M rs Wilson W 
Hobrough. and Mrs A Adam Banke from  
1986 to  the  p resen t

T h e ir m eetings keep  the  m em bers in 
form ed on B aptist M issions the w orld over. 
However, besides learn ing  w hat o u r mis 
sio n an es a re  doing, they  a re  up and doing 
also. An early  exam ple of this was the gift 
of bed linen, in 1891 to Ida Faye and  of tab le 
linen to  M ary Faye in 1892. These tw o 
wom en, w ho w ere m em bers of o u r C hurch 
and S unday  School, w ent as m issionaries to 
India w here they w ere active in form ing a 
School in S ecunderabad.

At p resen t the Society is especially  in 
te rested  in collecting m oney, g ifts and c lo th ­
ing for the S panish  Speaking  M ission of New 
York City, the W hite Cross program  and the 
M ather Negro School at B eaufort. South 
C arolina

CHURCH CHOIR

Singing o r m usic of any  kind was not 
alw ays a p art of th e  B ap tist w orship  service. 
In fact, it w as a cause of such con troversy  
th a t som e congregations w ere broken  uo. 
The ea rliest record  we have of singing in 
English speak ing  B aptist churches w as a fte r 
the com m union service, in 1673, a t the 
G iffords B aptist C hurch  in Bristol, England, 
of w hich Rev. B eniam in K each was pastor. 
Subsequently , the p ractice of singing w as 
ex tended  to days of public thanksgiv ing , and 
a f te r tw enty  years, the C hurch, w ith  some 
dissent, was persuaded  to  sing every  L o rd ’s 
day. Even th a t w as lim ited  to one song at 
the end of the p ray er follow ing the  serm on. 
A lthough the  congregation voted not to 
censure those who w ent out and stood in 
the chapel yard  if they  could not conscien­
tiously rem ain  and h ear the singing, the.* 
an ti-singing party  left and established, a 
church  of th e ir own..

This exam ple  is qu ite  typical of the  con­
troversies that took place in ea rly  English 
and A m erican B aptist C hurches, as to w hat 
part m usic should have in ou r w orship. 
T here  w as honest and  serious objection raised 
at every  change. E very new type of hym n, 
every  new type of accom panim ent from  
p itchp ipe to m elodian. p a rlo r organ, piano, 
pipe organ, o r o th er instrum ents, w ere  at 
best new  fangled frills  or a t w orst, in s tru ­
m ents of the  devil. In our own church, the 
first tim e a co rnet was played, a church 
official w alked out in protest.

M elodians and organs w ere  used in 1850. 
so presum ably  one of these was used to 
accom pany congregational singing in our 
church  Both of these in stru m en ts  needed 
a ir  for the reeds w hich was ob tained  from  
bellow s by the o p e ra t;on of tw o  foot pedals 
sim ultaneously  w ith the  m anipu lation  of the 
keys.

At the annual church  m eeting. O ctober 
2. 1880, the  congregation  ten d ered  a vote of 
app recia tion  to Miss E leanor T horne for her 
l-n g  and  fa ith fu l serv ice as organist. T here 
is no record  that she ev er received any pay 
so ap p a ren tly , all organists, a t least until 
1892. vo lun teered  th e ir services In the 
incidental cash account th e re  a re  t w o  item s 
en te red  in O ctober 31. 1892

To cash by organist found $4.15”
"By cash  to Miss C ottrell as o rgan ist $4.-00” 

Miss Ena C ottrell served  as o rgan ist a t $1.00 
p er week for m any y ea rs  At the annual 
m eeting held D ecem ber 31. 1900. T he resi° 
nation of our organist Miss Ena C ottrell, 
w as read and ordered  laid on the tab le .” 
Som e tim e d u rin g  1901, a com m ittee was 
appo in ted  w hose du ty  w as to superv ise  and 
finance m usical m atters. Mrs. A nnie Van 
B rackle was o rgan ist until 1904. w hen Miss 
Ena C ottrell w as again appointed. This tim e 
she stayed until Ja n u a ry  1911 Since that 
tim e we have been especially  fo rtu n a te  to 
have had the  loyal and fa ith fu l services of 
M rs A Adam  B anke as organist.

O ur p resen t pipe o rgan  was installed  in 
1898 a t a cost of $1500.00. In those days it 
was necessary  for a m an to  pum p the organ 
bellow s and th is becam e a part of the sex 
ton’s du ties until an elec tric  b low er was



added in 1916. B efore th e  pipe organ w as 
installed , the  choir used the  gallery  at the 
re a r  of the  church  auditorium .

A lthough Mr. Sim pson of the P resb y te rian  
C hurch helped in d irec ting  the m usical parts 
of special services, such as S unday  School 
C hristm as en terta in m en ts, ap p a ren tly  it was 
p a rt of the  o rgan ist's  du ties to provide some 
d irection  and  leadersh ip . O ur first reg u la r 
choir w ith  a leader w as s ta rted  in 1911 w ith  
Mrs. W. W. H obrough as its first chorister. 
She, along w ith  Mrs. C. R. S try k er, Mr. H. 
M. M unson and Mr. C lin ton F u h rm an n . the 
p resen t leader, have earned  a la rg e  deb t c f 
g ra titu d e  for th e ir services.

The C hoir in add ition  to giving of th e ir 
tim e and  services for p ractice and p erfo rm ­
ing, have helped o u r church  in m any ways. 
They assum ed the  en tire  cost of en larg ing  the 
cho ir loft to its p resen t size. The B ulletin  
Board on the  fron t law n and the stained 
glass w indow  show ing the ly re and cross 
w ere presen ted  by them . In a Id tion. wher ­
ev e r m usic is needed for snecial occasions, 
the  choir is n ev e r found w anting.

Besides the  S en io r Choir, th e re  are, as 
d iffe ren t age groups com e ah  ng, the  Young 
People's and Ju n io r  Choirs. A t present these 
a re  led by Mrs V ictor F redda

t
LADIES' AID SOCIETY

A lthough th ere  w as no form al o rg an iza­
tion of the w om en to help  in the financing 
of o u r church  betw een 1850 and 1880, they 
w ere  of g rea t assistance in th a t respect 
The m eans they used w ere m uch the  sam e 
as those used la te r  by the  Ladies' Aid. They 
held d inners, suppers, fairs, festivals, and 
epecially  in the  w in ter m onths, "sociables 
T hese sociables w ere qu ite  popu lar In thos« 
days social contacts betw een  persons a mile 
o r tw o apart w ere lim ited, so a sociable w«s 
a w elcom e d iversion. They w ere  held in 
p rivate  hom es and for an adm ission charge 
of ten cents, an opportun ity  to chat and visit 
w ith d is tan t neighbors was afforded In 
addition , en te rta in m en t, such as recitations, 
sho rt skits, in stru m en ta l music, charades and 
songs, w as given and finally, around ten 
o'clock, coffee and cake w ere served

To plan and ca rry  ou t such en terprises, 
th e re  was, in 1878, a com m ittee of which 
Mrs. David G R ver was president, know n as 
the  “M ataw an B aptist Sociables E xecutive 
C om m ittee.” A lthough th ere  w ere  th ree  
m en on th is  com m ittee, it was the wom en 
m em bers w ho in 1880 instigated  the form a 
tion of a Ladies' Aid Society.

“At a m eeting held a t Mrs. A lice Hay 
w ards, N ovem ber 1880, it w'as decided  th a t the  
L adies of the  M ataw an B aptist C hurch  should 
form  a society for the  purpose of raising 
funds for church  w ork .” A com m ittee to 
d ra f t a constitu tion  w as appoin ted  and on 
Ja n u a ry  26, 1881, the  o rganization  m eeting 
w as held a t the hom e of Mrs. C harles A. 
G eran.

The first officers elected were: P residen t, 
M rs. C harles A. G eran; T reasu re r, Miss 
F lean o r T horne; S ecretary , Miss Ida A. 
S later.

A rtic le  II of the  by-law s stated  th a t “Us

object shall be to aid in inside chu rch  im ­
provem ents, in w h a tev er w ay shall be d e­
cided a t a reg u la r m eeting, by a tw o-th irds 
vote of the m em bers p resen t.” Since then, 
the care of the in te rio r of the church, and 
la te r  the p a r s o n a g e ,  has been th e ir 
m ain responsibility . A pparen tly  the word 
“inside” in A rtic le  II m ean t ju st that, 
fo r on one occasion w hen the  Board of 
T rustees passed along a bill for rep a irs  to 
the  parsonage roof, the society, a lthough 
paying the  bill, ra th e r  ta rtly  rem inded t e 
Board that ex te r io r rep a irs  w ere the B oard 's 
affair.

In  add ition  to these responsibilities, the 
society often  con tribu ted  to the P as to r’s
salary , benevolence, and o th er cu rren t e x ­
penses. C hristm as baskets, c lo thing for the 
needy. W hite Cross sew ing, qu ilting , and 
o th er sim ilar services have been and still 
a re  a part of the  ac tiv ities  of the  Society.

A ra th e r  un ique and  no tew orthy  record for 
length  of serv ice as p residen t of a society
such as this, w as set by Mrs. C harles A. 
G eran. O ver the forty-seven y ea r period
from  1881 to 1928. Mrs. G eran  served  as 
p residen t for forty-tw o of these years. Mrs. 
David G. R yer in 1884, Mrs. H. A. Boyd :n 
1903-1901. and Mrs. G eorge C lark  in 1921- 
1922, w ere thei only b reak s in th a t long, co n ­
tinuous period of serv ice by Mrs. G eran.
S ince 1928, Mrs. C. Lloyd Little . Mrs. Edw ard 
M agrath. Mrs. Geo. W M andeville, and Mrs. 
D onald Robinson, the p resen t p resident, have 
held th is office. To all these wom en and to 
all o th er m em bers of the Society w ho have 
given so m uch of th e ir tim e and effort 
tow ards the  success of o u r chu rch , we should 
he very th an k fu l and g ratefu l

t
OTHER GROUP ACTIVITIES

In add ition  to the educational w ork of the 
S unday  School, special groups, th a t are 
partly  social, play an im portan t part in out 
general church  w ork

The daily  vacation B ible School is usually  
conducted  each sum m er

The W orld W ide Guild, a g irls ' m ission­
ary  society, p rep ares  them  for w ork in the 
W om en’s M issionary Society.

The C rusaders, a ch ild ren 's  m issionary 
group, p rovides a basis and background for 
fu r th e r m issionary study  and  work.

T he B aptist Youth F ellow ship  is a sp len ­
did  m eans of tra in ing  our young people for 
th e ir fu tu re  responsib ilities as m em bers and 
officers of the  church

The Loyal Links, a young adu lt group, 
o ften  have som eone soeak to  them  on topics 
of general in terest, a f te r  the devotional part 
of th e ir m eeting

T he M en's C lub, w hich has been especially  
active in the past few years, also has speakers 
on general in te re st topics o r m otion p ic tu res 
of an educational natu re . A lthough the M en's 
C lub probably  never w ill equal the L ad ies’ 
Aid Society in accom plishm ents, they  have 
been doing p re tty  well. We have them  to 
th an k  for the m otion p ic tu re  p ro jec to r, and 
m uch of the  w ork in e recting  the new  garage.

This b rie f descrip tion  of the  organization



and various ac tiv ities of o u r congregation are  
in a large m easure only surface m an ifesta ­
tions. The fundam en tal aim s and purposes 
of the  m em bers are. and m ust continue to 
be. the preaching, teaching, and living up to 
G od's w ord as we understand  it. Unless w e 
bear th is constan tly  in m ind, w e w ill become 
an ungodly, though ro t  necessarily  wicked, 
group, and we w ill have to be led back to 
the  sim ple, fundam ental tru th s  by leaders

such as those w ho founded o u r anc ien t 
B aptist churches.

A t th is an n iv ersa ry  tim e, it w ill be 
especially  ap p ro p ria te  th a t we re-ded ica te  our 
lives to G od’s w ork and  so live th a t we m ay 
deserve the  blessings asked in the closing 
w ords of o u r services,
“T he L ord bless thee  and  keen  thee.
The Lord m ake His face to sh ine upon thee, 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee. 
And give thee peace.”

t
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100th ANNIVERSARY SERVICES

Sunday, October 15, 1950 at 11:00 A. M.

ORGAN PRELUDE—“At Sunrise” . . .  
PROCESSIONAL

* DOXOLOGY
* INVOCATION
* GLORIA PATRI

GIRLS’ CHORUS—“The Beautitudes” 
SCRIPTURE READING

DiggJe

Keating

JUNIOR CHOIR—“The Sweet Story” .....................
CHOIR PRAYER HYMN

MORNING PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY—“Song Without Words” ........................................
ANTHEM—"Build Thee More Stately Mansions” ........................... Andrew*

* HYMN

SERMON ..................................Dr. Gilbert L. Guflin
P res id en t of E as te rn  B ap tis t T heo log ica l S em in a ry

SOLO—“Behold What Manner of Love” Fichthnrn
Mrs. V icto r F red d a

ANTHEM—“Send Out Thy Light" . . Gounod
* BENEDICTION
* RECESSIONAL

ORGAN POSTLUDE— “Processional" Nallard

L uncheon  fo llow ing  se rv ice  No even in g  serv ice

t

HISTORICAL NIGHT

Tuesday, October 17 1950 8:00 P. M.

The history of the church will he read by Rev Garrett S. Detwiler. 
depicting the following outstanding events:

Scene 1—Organization of the Church 
Scene 2—Burning of the Church 
Scene 3—Organization of Ladies Aid 
Scene 4—Organization of Mission Society 
Scene 5— Departure of the Faye Sisters
Scene 0—Will of Aunt Nancy Dorset—Purchase of the Parsonage 
Scene 7—Purchase of the Organ 
Scene 8 Burning of the Mortgage



CHURCH NIGHT

Wednesday Evening, October 18, 1950 8: 00 P. M.

The churches of Mata wan and member churches of the Monmouth 
Baptist Association have been invited to participate in the celebration of 
our 100th Anniversary.

t

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT 

Thursday Evening, October 17, 1950

COVERED DISH SUPPER—6: 45 P. M.
ROLL CALL 
COMMUNION SERVICE

t
Sunday, October 22, 1950 at 11:00 A. M.

ORGAN PRELUDE—“Hail to the Morning” .............................................Low
* PROCESSIONAL
* DOXOLOGY
* INVOCATION
* GLORIA PATRI

GIRLS’ CHORUS—“O Jesus I Have Promised” ...................... Tschaikowsky
SCRIPTURE READING
JUNIOR CHOIR—“We Are Little Helpers” ...........................................Tullar
MORNING PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY—“Savior Like a Shepherd” .....................................Bradbury
ANTHEM "Open Our Eyes” . .................................................MaeFarlane

* HYMN
SERMON ...................................................Dr. Harold F. Stoddard

E xecutive S ecre tary  of the  New Jersey  
B aptist C onvention

TENOR SOLO—“Open The Gates” .......................................................... Knapp
Mr. H. M. M unson

ANTHEM—“Gloria in Excelsis”  Mozart
* BENEDICTION
* RECESSIONAL

ORGAN POSTLUDE—“Church Festival” ................................................Stult.z
Birthday Luncheon following morning service 

Mr Elmer H. Geran—Toastmaster
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