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Use of computers in lower grades
embroils school officials in debate

By R. R. Faszczewski

A debate between a
member of the Board of
Education and Dr. John T.

, Farinella, the superinten-
dent of schools, arose Jan.
25 over the implementation
of the use of computers in
the township's elementary
schools.

The Board member, Ed-
ward Dreyfus, wanted to
know when the Board had
been consulted regarding
the actual teaching of com-
puter courses in
kindergarten to fifth grade.

Mr. Dreyfus said the
school body had only ap-
proved actual course in-
struction from the sixth to
eighth grades.

Dr. Farinella replied the
only approval before the
Board had been a block
grant from federal funds to
be used for the purchase of
four computers, one for
each school, and the grant
had put no limit on the use
of the machines.

However, Mr. Dreyfus
insisted the education body
should get all the facts, and
get a chance to debate on
the question before the ac-
tual instruction for students
on the machines began in
the lower grades.

Board president, Mrs.
Eileen Mezzo, replied the
federal block grant had

been okayed; so the com-
-.puters could be housed in
the four schools' libraries
for use in the whole school
system.

Mrs. Mezzo explained
there was already some
computer use in the tower
grades. She agreed the pro-
posal would only give the
school administration the
power to purchase one com-
puter for each school, and
did not specify how the
computers were to be used.

Although Mr. Dreyfus
said he was not opposed to
computer purchase, he was
against the program of in-
struction going into the
schools without being
outlined to the Board.

The superintendent
argued for the right of the
teachers to plan their cur-
ricula as they deemed
necessary, even with the in-
clusion of the computers. •

The only formal action
taken by the Board on the
computer purchase at the
Jan. 25 session was to tell
Dr. Farinella that for the
district to purchase double-
disc-drive computers the
principals would have to
come up with the extra
money dtit- of their own
budgets.:

Board members were on-
ly willing to go along with
single-disc-drive computers

from the money already
allocated.

The superintendent
reported the lease agree-
ment between the Union
County Educational Ser-
vices Commission and the
J3oard on the rental of space
by the commission at the
Charles H. Brewer School
was already in the hands of
Board Attorney John Hig-
gins.

In an update on the
school district's state aid Dr.
Farinella said the $12,500
in minimum aid cut from
the Clark district in August
had been restored as of Jan.
25.

He added the aid amount
for 1983-1984 had not been
set yet, and the governor
would be sending all
districts their aid figures on
Jan. 31.

The superintendent ex-
plained the district had
already asked the county
superintendent of schools
for an extension to Tues-
day, Feb. 15, on its deadline
to report budget figures in
order to give the Board time
to adjust the budget to
whatever aid figures came
through, . . .

When Board member,
James Kehoe, asked where
the district stood on a pro-
posal to have county
children fingerprinted in-
order to trace them in case

they disappear, Dr.
Farinella said the latest
unofficial word he had
received was two districts
might be using the system.

The superintendent add-
ed under the proposal, as he
understood it, no official
records would be kept of

the fingerprints, tb?y would
be kept by- the parents, and
the fingerprints would only
be given to authorities
when an emergency such as
a disappearance actually
arose.

One-" Board member,
Thomas Faria, complained

the Union County Sheriffs
Office had gone to the1

media first with the plan for
that office to do the finger-
printing without consulting
with the school districts.

Explaining the schools
were not actually within
their power to control the

fingerprinting, Dr. Farinella
said he would look into the
situation further and report
back to the Board.

• * •

In other action, -.the
Board:

-Approved Tuesday,
March 8, as the date for the

Regional highlights computer literacy
Some 75 invited school

administrators,^ Board
members and other officials
experienced a "hands-on"
opportunity to become
computer literate during a
presentation by Dr. John
Bristol, of Lyons Township,
III., the superintendent of
schools, on Jan. 19 at
Jonathan Dayton Regional

HighJSchppl in Springfield-
Educators from Berkeley

Heights, Clark, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside
and Springfield gathered to
view slides and hear Mr.
Bristol explain how com-
puters were integrated into
his district's classrooms:
Later, they all participated
in programming 30 loaned

.computers
'The question is not

whether we can afford to
make our students com-
puter literate," said Mr.
Bristol. 'The real question
is 'can we afford not to?'"

Teachers of all curricular
areas need to be knowled-
geable about computers,
then they need to teach

how~and what K> program,
according to the superinten-
dent, who holds an under-
graduate degree in business
administration. He stressed
students should be prepared
for the technology of the
1980s, and noted compu-
ters are commonplace tools
of learning and business.

In Lyons Township com-

puters are most utilized in
the home economics and
English programs. Howev-
er, every teacher is com-
pu1ter_|iterate__as__well__aS-
100% of the student pop-
ulation. The district owns
240 microcomputers hous-
ed in nine laboratories.

Jhe $290,000 program
amounted to a per-pupil
cost"of $7 over a five-year
period.

"My belief is for a district
to have computers as instr-
uctional material is a matter
of priorities," said Mr.
Bristol. "It cannot be a mat-
ter of dollars."

LIGHTING THEIR LIVES...Ctark's newest safety im-
provement is the installation of a traffic light at the in-
tersection of Broadway and Liberty Sts. On hand when
it was placed in service, left to right, were: Mayor Ber-
nard G. ^YarusayageJ__Town3hip_Council -President-

"Joseph "B. Poznlak, Police Chief Anthony Smar and
Director of Public Works and Engineering John Desch.
"The Boradaway traffic light Is an achievement of a
long-time struggle to get state approval" noted Coun-
cilman Poznlak. "Many committees worked on this over
the years. It's a tribute to them. In the near future, we
hope to see the sorely-needed traffic-control lights In-
stalled at Terminal and Westfield Aves. and at the in-
tersection of Madison Hill and Raritan Rds.," added
Mayor Yarusavage. Cheif Smar stated, "This should
reduce the accidents at Braodway and Liberty to near
zero." He warned motorists "right turn on red" is pro-
hibited at this intersection.

TALENT ON DISPLAY - These students from Clark's
Cart H. Kumpf School's seventh grade, are participating
in New Jersey's Project ROGATE, a talent search. They
have qualified for the project by receiving 97% or better
on standardized tests in specific verbal or mathematics
areas. The students will be attending an exposition on
Friday, April 15, at Middlesex County Colege in
Edison, and either mathematic or verbal lectures at
Essex County College on Friday, May 6. The students,

left to rioht, are: Front row, HHary Attman, John David-
son, Kevin Trotero, Jonathan Frankel, Stacey Skalaski
and Steven Getman; second row, Eddie Webb, James
Lapfdus, Ken Midrano, Karen , Bruno, Christine
Schneider, Debbie Rostek, Heather Sangston and Ron
Daniels; third row, Heather Turner, Laura Cogan, Ken
Nelson, Bruce Goodman and Erik Roth. Not shown is
Michael Ricci.

$35,360 asked
for handicapped

By R.R. Faszczewski

A total of $35,360 in
federal funds for pro-
grams for the handicap-
ped will be applied for by
the Clark Board of
Education, thanks to a
resolution approved by
the school body on Jan.
25."

According to Super-
intendent of Schools Dr.
John T. Farinella the fun-
ding, if approved, will
help pay for summer
speech therapy, physical
therapy and adaptive
physical education.

Also applied for will be
another fedsrai grant, for
$17,800, for a program
for the preschool han-
dicapped.

According to Dr.
Farinella the money pro-
bably won't come
through, but there seems
to be more hope this year
than in previous years it
will.

He added a new law
will go into effect soon to
require three year olds to
be treated in that pro-
gram.

• • •
In other action, the

Board:
—Granted an exten-

sion beyond the man-
datory retirement age of'
70 to Mrs. Virginja
Robertello, a cafeteria
aide, from Thursday,
March 31, to Thursday,
June 30, of this year.

—Approved reim-
bursements t, for atten-
dance at workshops for
Lace Cassidy and Patricia
Finzel, staff members at
Frank K.'Hehnly School,
for their attendance at the
Annual Reading Con-
ference at Fordham
University in New York
City last month.

—Gave its permission
for Alice Peterssak and
Patricia Shandra,
cafeteria aides, and Ellen
Parzykowski, Alan

Geissel, Judith Gale,
Darcelle Herring and
Sherri Lehrman, teachers,
to be placed on the
1982-1983 substitute list.

—Approved $64.80 for
Pamela O'Reilly for
courses at St. Peter's Col-
lege and $164.80 for Pam
Mullin at Seton Hall
University in additional
funds for advanced study
grants due to increased
tuition costs. Board
member, James Kehoe,
said there should be a
limit on how much
teaching-staff members
are paid for courses, not
just the number of
credits. Board president,
Mrs. Eileen Mezzo,
replied according to the
Board's contract with the
Clark Education Assn.
the maximum paid is 80*
of the Seton Hall tuition
rate. Dr. Farinella said he
would like to see more
staff members take ad-
vantage of the advanced
courses.

public hearing and final
adoption of the 1983-1984
school budget.

-Okayed the final adop-
tion of a revised ad-
ministrative regulation
which increases the per-mile
allowance of Board
members and • some other
school officials using their
personal automdbiles for
Board business from 19' to
20' per mile, and changes
the meal allowance, among
other changes.

--Gave its permission for
a tempoorary transporta-
tion agreement for the
1982-1983 school year with
the Squire Transportation
Co. of Plainfield to
transport one handicapped
student to the Midland
School irt North Branch, ef-
fetiveSept. 21, 1982, at the
rate of $25 per day.

•-Approved a transporta-
tion contract for the current

school year with the
Rahway Bus Co. to take a
Clark handicapped student
from the Walnut Avenue
School in Cranford to his
home.

-Authorized a joint
transportation agreement
between the Cranford
Board of Education and the
Clark Board of Education
for the current school year
for the transportation of a
Cranford student and a
Clark student on an-already
established Clark school bus
route to the Cerebral Palsy
Center in Edison, effective
Nov. 29, 1982, at the rate
of $31 per day.

•-Okayed the attendance
of John E. Conlin and
Philip Foster at the Annual
Workshop of the National
Assn. of Elementary Prin-
cipals in St. Louis from
Saturday to Wednesday,
April 9 to 13.

State aid helps
regional change tab
Thanks to the restoration

of $l';(K)3,351 in state
equalization aid for
1982-1983 to the budget of
the Union County Regional
High School District No. 1,
which includes Clark, the
district's Board of Educa-
tion was able to make sev-
eral changes in its new
1983-1984 tentative budget
on Jan. 25. ~

Under current-expense
balance appropriated two
items were decreased by the
state-aid amount-one from
$1,333,351 to $330,000 and
the other from $2,330,004
to $1,326,653.

Two items i/nder reven-
ues from state sources (equ-
alization aid) were increased
by the aid amount, and two
sub-totals for revenues from
state sources were increased
by the aid amount.

The amount appropriated
in the adopted fiscal year
1982-1983 budget was cha-
nged from $1,333,351 to
$330,000 in one section and
went from $1,493,078 to
$489,727 in another sec-
tion.

Additional balance anti-
cipated during fiscal year
1982-1983 was changed
from $603,351 to $100,000
in one area and from
$567,394.85 to $64,043.85
in another area.

Estimated free-appropria-
tion balances as of Thurs-
day, June 30; of this year
went from $1,091,958.90 to
$1,591,958.90 in one area
and from $1,091,060.22 to
$1,591,960.22 in another
area.

Under the same heading
for June 30, 1984 one cate-
gory went from $91,958.90
to $591,958.90 and another
went from $91,960.22 to
$591,960.22.

* * *
In other action, the Bo-

ard:
--Agreed to contract with

the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission
for transportation services
for outof-district special
education placements for
19823-1984.

-In accord with the re-
storation of the state aid,
cancelled a resolution, ap-

proved on Dec. 7, 1982,
transferring $1,003,351
from current expense sur-
plus to the revenue portion
of the 1982-1983 budget.

•Gave the Ancient Order
of Hibernians permission' to
use the auditorium at Art-
hur L. Johnson Regional
High School in Clark to br-
ingan Irishmen tertajnment
group, The Frank Patter-
son, to the residents of
Union County from 2 to 6
p.m. on Sunday, April 17.

-Approved a request for
$24,049 in additional fund-
ing under the Educational
Consolidation Improve-
ment Act of 1981 for tea-
chers' salaries for those
employed in the Basic Skills
Improvement Program.

-Okayed the placement
of a Clark student at the
Deron School in South Or-
ange, as recommended by
the Johnson Child Study
Team.

-Aut-horized the sub-
mission of applications for
$222,372 in federal funding
for special education for the
auditorilly handicapped,
neurologically impaired and
trainable mentally retarded
during the 19823-1984 sch-
ool year.

-Agreed to increase the
salary of George Scheer,
district job-placement co-
ordinator for handicapped
students, from $19,400 to
$21,100, effective on Jan. 1
of this year, for completing •
30 credits beyond his mas-
ter's degree.

-Okayed Hilde Klein, a
student at Kean College in
Union, as a student teacher
from Jan. 24 to Thursday,
May 26, of this year at the
township school in English.

Class o f 72
plans reunion
Arthur L. Johnson Re-

gional High School of
Clark's class of 1972 plans
to hold its 10-year reunion
on Sunday, April 17, at 5
p.m. at the Westwood in
Garwood.

For further information
and ticket purchase, please
telephone Sara Antonelli at
382-0549.


