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Councilmen approve Gypsum site re-zoning;
residents told to protest to Planning Board

FOR GENEROUS SERVICE - Edward S. Ayers, right, one of the founding fathers of the
Clark Public Library, was presented Feb. 6 with a plaque honoring him for his many ac-
complishments and years of dedicated service to the township and the library. Presen-
ting the plaque Is Al Jasman. the chairman of the committee for the Feb. 6 luncheon,
sponsox-ed by the Clark Kiwanis Club, which honored Mr. Ayers on recently having
celebrated his 90th birthday. Over 175 people attended the affair, and Mr. Ayers told
the gathering he wished they all could Jive to the age he has-At its March 15tneeting
the Kiwanis Club presented Mr. Ayers with a commemorative album containing the
photographs taken at the luncheon:

Members needed
to keep pool open

By R. R. Faszczewski
The Clark Township

Council March 21 adopted
a new municipal swimming
pool membership rate sch-
edule, with two councilmen
urging residents to take ad-
vantage of the added rec-
reational areas at the fac-
ility, and one raising the
possibility "the pool may
have to close if patronage
doesn't increase.

Membership rates for the
season, with payment due
by Sunday, May 15, after
which a $10 late fee will be
imposed, are: Family, $185,
resident, $205, non-resi-
dent; husband and wife,
$155, resident, $165 non-
resident; individual, $95,
resident, $105, non-resi-
dent, and senior citizen,
$25, resident, and $30, non-
resident.

All swim lessons will cost
$5 per child, as will swim
team membership. Lost
identification cards will be
$3 each; the Senior Life-
saving Course, $15; the
Junior Lifesaving Course,
$12.50; guest fees, week-
days, $3 per person with
babies under six months
free, Saturdays, Sundays
and Hojidays, $4 per person
with babies under six mon-
ths free; adult pool parties,
members, $2.50, non-mem-
bers, $3.50; Teeny Bopper
pool parties, $1 for mem-
bers and $1.50 for non-

members, and family night,
free to all members.

Both First Ward Coun-
cilman Raymond Krov and
Second Ward Councilman
George Nucera pointed out
the pool has added a tether-
ball court and several other
facilities, and urged resi-
dents to patronize the fac-
ility. Since membership has
been declining the pool may
have to shut down if the
patronage doesn't improve,

warned Councilman Nu-
cera.

In actions related to the
pool, the Governing Body
appointed Thomas Pa-
duano of 265 Laurel La.,
Clark, as pool director for
this year at an annual salary
of $4,000, and Elliot A.
Kaplan of 569 Trinity PL,
Roselle, as pool manager for
this year at an annual salary
of S2,400.

Hopefuls told
release dates

ATTENTION: ALL CANDI-
DATES IN THE TUESDAY, APRIL
12, BOARD OF EDUCATION EL-
ECTIONS.

The Rahway News-Rec-
ord and The Clark Patriot
will publish their pre-elec-
tion advance issues on TJiu-
raday, April 7.

All biographies and/or
pictures of the candidates
which they would like to
appear in the advance issues
should be in the hands of
the tdltor at 219 Central
Ave., Rahway, N. J. 07065
NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 31.

No new charges against
opponents or about issues
will be accepted. Only
answers to charges already

By R. R. Faszczewski
The controversy over the

re-zoning of the United
States Gypsum property on
Walnut Ave. to permit the
construction of a six-story
office building continued
March 21 as the Township
Council voted 5-2 to adopt
an ordinance backing the
re-zoning, and residents op-
posed to the zone change
were advised to take their
arguments to the Planning
Board.

Council's action was not
the final word, however, ac-
cording to Township Attor-
ney Joseph J. Triarsi, who
advised those who opposed
the change in the zoning of
the tract, from industrial to
commercial, to take their
arguments before the Plan-
ning Board when the deve-
loper, Cali Associates of
Cranford, comes before the
planning body for site plan
review.

An attempt to table the
ordinance adoption was
nuutff l l f tMkWard Cou-
ncilman George Nucera,
and seconded by Coun-
cilmfcn^at-Large .and £oun-
cil President Joseph B. Poz-
niak.

However, that motion
failed when only Council-
men Nucera and Pozniak
were the only two Govern-
ing Body members to vote
for it.

The same two council-

men were the only ones op-
posed to the adoption of the
ordinance.

One of the most vocal op-
ponents of the zone change,
Jerome Goll of ) 09 Thomas
Dr., said the building would
destroy the area, and would
generate traffic jams at the
expense of the entire com-
munity.

He added it would be un-
fair to expose the
township's volunteer fire-
men to the dangers of
fighting a blaze in a six-
story structure.

Calling for a referendum
on the plan, Mr. Goll point-
ed out neighboring com-
munities to Clark, such as
Westfield, do not permit
structures over a certain
height, and they aren't suf-
fering from that.

Also, h« noted, letting
one developer bring such a
large structure into the
township would cause an
"avalanche" of requests
from other developers to do
the same.

Another resident, James
Babian of Florence Dr., said
the traffic incrcs^y would
endanger smal* .ctijldren
playing in the area and
cause more congestion.

He added there was a
need for speed control in
the Florence Dr. area now.

Elsa Worm of Gibson
Blvd., protesting the ap-
proval of a six-story struc-

ture, said another developer
is already seeking permis-
sion for a similar structure
on Grant Ave., and she cou-
ldn't see the need for the
large structures.

Replying to claims the
Gypsum Corp. may seek to
divide its property so it
could erect several small
factories if the office
building is not approved,
Howard Horn of Florence
Dr. said the firm probably
wouldn't do that because
there is plenty of empty fac-
tory space already available
in Clark, and, in any case
residents were willing to
cross that bridge when they
came to it.

He also said Cali Asso-
ciates would not be able to
fill the proposed facility
with tenants.

The president of Cali As-
sociates, John Cali, told the
councilmen the vice presi-
dent of United States Gyp-
sum had said at one of the
public hearings on the mat-
ter if the tract is not re-
zoned Gypsum would de-
finitely subdivide to con-
struct 10 warehouses or a
factoryon the site.

Mr. Cali added there are
no vacancies in other office
parks erected by Cali Asso-
ciates, and his firm liked the
Clark site because it could
see no chance of vacancies
there either.

However, another Flor-

ence Dr. resident, Steve
Goldberg, saw a drop in
property values with the ex-
pansion of commercial uses
in Clark.

Severe flooding problems
already and other problems
"too numerous to mention"
were cited by another Flor-
ence resident, Lynn Nichol.

Calling the change from
industrial to commercial use
an upgrading of the zone,
Fourth Ward Councilman
John Bodnar said the six-
story structure would pro-
vide increased ratables for
the township.

Councilman Bodnar add-
ed there would be no "dom-
ino effect" of other similar
developments coming in be-
cause the Governing Body
would have control over
what happened in the fu-
ture.

Citing the fact previous
Councils had voted against
allowing a water tower to
be constructed by the Mid-
dlesex Water Co. on Mad-
ison Hill Rd., Councilman
Nucera said his colleagues
should respect the wishes of
the residents. . . ....

Third Ward Councilwo-
man Ruth DeLuca said she
had studied all of the traf-
fice data presented by engi-
neers at the public hearings
and other information sup-
plied to the Governing
Body, and had concluded
because the structure would

bring jobs to the commun-
ity and a good ratable it
should be allowed.

Estimating the office-
building would bring in
around S25O.OOO a year in
lax ratables, Councilman-
at-Large George Sangiu-
liano said the structure was
needed to offset a possible
5300,000 loss in ratables
because of a tax appeal now
being brought against the
township by Clark Hyatt
Industries.

He added whether the
structure is vacant or full
would have no effect on the
amount of tax ratables it
would generate.

Councilman Pozniak said
he was not opposed to of-
fice buildings, but could not
vote for one as high as six
stories.

In another zoning-related
action, the councilmen
adopted an ordinance chan-
ging the zoning on the pro- j
pcrties on which all the
township's schools and sch-
ool facilities are located
from public use to residen-
tial.

Councilman Bodnar ex-
plained the purpose of the
action was to protect home-
owners in the school pro-
perty areas against possible
industrialization if the pro-
perties were to be sold in the
future.

An initial move by Coun-
cilman Nucera to have the

ordinance tabled because
the township has no engi-
neer of its own lo sign the
maps was reversed after Mr.
Tr iars i explained the
township has 20 days from
the adoption of the measure
to have the maps signed,
and if it does not get an
engineer of its own to do
the signing it can hire a tem-
porary consultant to handle
the task.

* # *
In other action, the cou-

ncilmen:
••Failed to introduce an

ordinance on the regulation
of video games pending fur-
ther study.

-•Unanimously adopted
an ordinance making the in-
stallation of the new traffic
signal on Broadway and Li-
berty St. official, pending
approval by the New Jersey
Dept. of Transportation.

•Introduced an ordin-
ance which would increase
the wages of the police
matron from S5.5O to S6.5O
per hour, put her on call as
needed, and guarantee her a
minimum of four hours"
work between 6 p.m. and 6
a.m.

-Confirmed the appoint-
ment of Assistant Tax As-
sessor Theresa Elnright as
the permanent tax assessor,
succeeding Frank Maples,
who recently retired, ef-
fective March 8 of this year.

Rent vote upheld; gouging reported

made will be published in
the advance editions.

In any event, no further
releases on the election will
be accepted after 5 P.M. TO-
DAY.

FURTHERMORE, EFFECTIVE
IMMEDIATELY, ALL CANDI-
DATES WILL BE LIMITED TO A
MAXIMUM OF TWO ONE-AND-
A-HALF-PAGE NEWS RELEASES-
TYPED AND TRIPLE SPACED--
PER WEEK DURING THE CAM-
PAIGN.

THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY
NO EXCEPTIONS TO THE DEAD-
LINES, except in the case o f
an election cancellation, in
which event the editor will
have complete discretion as
to which deadlines to im-

By R. R. Faszczewski
The Appellate Division

of the Superior Court has
decided the petition used to
place the question of rent
control before township
voters in last November's
General Election was valid,
it was announced by Town-
ship Attorney Joseph J.
Triarsi at the Township
Council's March 21 session.

Township voters had vo-
ted to d o away with the rent
control limit in the election.

However, members of
the Clark Tenants Assn.
had contended the petition
used to get the question on
the ballot had contained
5 2 9 invalid signatures in ad-
dition to pursuing several
other technical matters rela-
ting to the status of the pet-
ition itself.

A Superior Court judge
had upheld the validity o f
the election, and that dec-
ision was upheld by the Ap-
pellate Division.

The president of the ten-
ant group, Sandford* Kras-
ky, told the councilmen he
w a s disappointed with the
election, and complained
about township landlords
increasing rents by as much
as $80 per month and up to
$1,000 per year after the
rent ceiling was lifted. -

Mr. Krasky added ten-
ants were being exploited
by the landlords, and there
was no evidence of taxes go-
ing down because o f the

pose and "his usual discre-
tion as to which material to
be used.

AU RELEASES MUST FOLLOW
THE AFFIDAVIT RULES PUB-
LISHED EACH WEEK IN THE
NEWSPAPERS.

defeat of rent control-some-
thing he said homeowners
had been told would hap-
pen once rent control was
lifted.

First Ward Councilman
Raymond Krov said he had
heard about the exhorbitant
rent increases, and urged his
colleagues to look into the
situation.

Council President Joseph
B. Poznaik told Coun-
cilman Krov and Mr. Kras-
ky the legislators w h o re-
present Clark, State" Sen.
Donald DiFrancesco, and
Assemblyman Bob Franks
and Maureen Ogden, had
been looking into state laws
to limit rent increases to
once a year, and a state
hearing on rent increases
would soon be held.

* * *

In official action, the
councilmen:

--Authorized the hiring of
a counsel to defend the
township in a tax appeal be-
ing pursued by Hyatt Clark
Industries.

- A p p r o v e d emergency
temporary appropriations
for payroll obligations and
the township's payment to
the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority until the
1983 municipal budget is

adopted. •
•-Authorized the mayor

and township clerk to enter
into maintenance agree-
ments with the state for
traffic signals at Raritan
Rd. and Clarkton Dr., Wal-
nut Ave. and Valley Rd.,
Brant and Westfield Aves . ,
Raritan Rd. and Westfield
Ave. and Lake Ave. and
Oak Ridge Rd.

-Authorized the instal-

lation of a 250-watt, high-
pressure sodium vapor lamp
at Lake Ave. and Oak Rid-
ge Rd.

-Okayed the person-to-
person transfer of a plenary
retail consumption liquor
license from Robert Siegel-
man and Alexander Vay-
nerchuk trading as Clark
Circle Liquors Lounge of 23

Central Ave.
-Authorized the director

of revenue and finance to
pay an 58,736.70 voucher
to Peter Usa & Sons for
compactor services ren-
dered from Dec. 1 to Dec.
31 of last year.

•Okayed the payment of
a $611.49 voucher in con-
nection with the New Jer-

sey League of Municipal-
ities Convention.

•Designated Gibson Bl-
vd., from Brant Ave. east to
the dead end as a light-
traffic street for 90 days.
According to Councilman-
at-Large Fred Eckel, if the
designation is satisfactory it
will be made permanent.

••Approved raffle licenses

for Clark Little League.
Inc.. the Gran Centurions
Club of Clark, the Union
County Chapter of the Alu-
mnae Assn. of St. Elizabeth
College and the Parents'
Guild of Mother Seton Re-
gional High School of Clark
and a bingo license for the
Mother Seton Alumnae As-
sn.

TOP TYPISTS - Future Business Leaders of America's
Arthur L. Johnson Regional High School of Clark
chapter sponsored a contest for the best typists,
stenographers and word processors. Business-
education instructor, Josephine Chevalier, left, poses
with winners, left to right, Lisa Ve,nturella, Lynn Kaseta,

Missie Koczon, Andrea Kalucki, Lisa Arthur, and,
seated, Cathy Rogoz. Not shown are winners, Lisa
Asal; Aimee Mack; Kris Yackymetz, and Nancy
Bartlebough. The highest scores included typing 70
words per minute and taking stenography 90 words per
minute.


