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Township's literary talents' write epitaph
at Charles H. Brewer School's closing
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E :
With the closing of Clark's
Charles H. Brewer School
two months ago many trad-
itions passed into history.
One of these traditions was
the yearly publication of the
"Our Town" literary maga-
zine by Brewer students.
Following are a few of the
excerpts from the final issue
of the publication.

* * *
2000 A. D.

By John Clement
In the year 2000 A. D.

Clark will probably be a
much different place.

For instance, Bradlees
will become a computerized
purchasing center where
the customer will punch out
an order on a computer

keyboard and it will appear
on a conveyor belt \vshje his
or her credit account is
automatically adjusted at
the master accounting com-
puter at the Howard Sav-
ings Bank on Raritan Rd.
There will be no cash used.

At the Clark Public Lib-
rary all non-fiction books
and magazines will be mic-
rofilmed and transmitted to
the televisions sets of card-
holders. (It would be no fun
reading a novel on a tele-
vision screen, so they will
stay the same.)

The tracks of the Lehigh
Valley Railroad will be
traveled by high-speed mag-
netic, levitation turbo trains
cruising at 500 miles per
hour, and the Garden State

Parkway will become a
guideway for 200 mile-pcr-
hour, computer-controlled
vehicles.

Some things, however,
won't change. The Clark
pool will still be used to cool
off and have fun in the sum-
mer' and no one has ever
found a better place to relax
than under a nice, shady
tree with a good book.

• * *

By Joe Richardson
They came from deep

space. They have taken
over the bodies of the par-
ents in Clark. It is up to the
children to stop: The In-
vasion of the Parent Snat-
chers.

They take the form of
their victims and kill the

parents while they sleep. I
found out about the inva-
sion when 1 was near the re-
servoir. The bodies were
floating in the water. Most
of the parents in the town-
ship were there.

I told my friends about
what I saw. We knew none
of the people would believe
us, so we decided to stop the
aliens ourselves.

That was five months
ago. I'm the last one. I'm
trapped in my house. I hope
someone will find this so
they can stop the aliens.
They just broke through
the door. They see me. This
is it. They're almost on me.
They're
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BUILT BY SLAVE TRADER - Constructed about the time of the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence, the Petersen house, shown in 1 976, is located at 1100 Lake
Ave., Clark. Because of some colonial opposition to slavery the original owner had a
sub-cellar built beneath the main cellar to conduct his dealings in human flesh. A ship's
keel planks were used for the beams in the cellar. A few of the original doors upstairs
are of holy-grail type. They have double crosses engraved within the wood to protect
the inhabitants from witches. Apparently they have been successful for the building is
over 200 years old.

IN INDUSTRY'S HEYDAY - The Essex Felting Mills,
located on the Rahway River in Clark near Jackson's
and Bloodgood's Ponds, in its heyday employed 200
and was the only factory of its kind in the state. The site
had been used for a mill for well over 10O years before
William E. Bloodgood purchased it in 1847.

By John Wyda
Although Clark is a small

town, it is a good place to
live. Many interesting
things happened in Clark.

For instance, consider
the legend of the Jackson
Pond ghost. On the anni-
versary of his death, so the
legend goes, you can hear
him walk by the pond.

Wouldn't you like to see
the Jackson Pond ghost?

* * *

By Ida Hwptmann
Before the Parkway was

built there was once a small
private airport. It was near
Madison Hill Rd. At one
end of the runway there
were some trees.

Some boys had built a
treehouse and were playing
there when a small plane
started down the runway. It
lifted off the ground, but
couldn't gain altitude. It
went right into the trees. It
crashed right into the tree-
house.

The boys were thrown all
over the place, yet no one
was hurt other than for
some bumps and bruises
arid a'lof erf scraStbEesV "We
all know one of the boys in
the treehouse.' He's our
computer teacher, Mr. Nor->
ris.

Another person saw the
whole thing from his house
window. That was our lang-
uage teacher, Mr. Light-
hipe. So, if you want more
details, why don't you ask
them?

* * *
By Debbie Romano

Zoom! There goes a spe-
eder through Clark. He
must be doing 50 or 60
miles per hour.

Zoom! There goes the
Clark Police patrol, car No.
11. The chase continues to
the next town, but the offi-
cer nabs him. Officer Ro-
bert Romano gives that law-
breaker a ticket and a good
lecture on how he endan-
gered himself and the peo-
ple of the township of
Clark.

I feel safe with the protec-
tion and help of the Clark
Police Dept., and most es-
pecially Officer Romano,
my father.

* * *
Clark Public Library
By Robert DiFabio

Clark's first public library
openetTin a striall'store on
Lincoln Blvd. in Nov.,
1961.

Edward Ayres worked
hard on its opening. Its suc-

cess was immediate.
In 1962 the facilities pro-

ved inadequate and the lib-
rary was moved to a larger
store, at 1096 to 1071 Rar-
itan Rd., in 1963.

In Nov., 1960, a lot next
to the Municipal Building
had been designated as the
place for a permanent li-
brary to be built. In 1962
the Township Council pur-
chased more property so the
library would have a proper
setting.

The new building was
opened in 1966 and serves
the entire community.
Many programs are plann-
ed for adults and children
each year. Films, story
hours and musical programs
are just some of the services
provided under the gui-
dance of Miss Grace O'Con-
nor, the library director,
and her staff.

* * *
War Memorial

by Steven Moraes
During World War II our

township had an "Honor
Roll" or list of the people in
Clark who fought, were
wounded'or lost their lives
in the war. That was a won-
derful idea.

I hope people never
forget the brave soldiers

who fought in World War
II for their country and
Clark.

* * *
By Marc Hayden

"Help us to help you!"
Once a year the people of

Clark respond to this re-
quest--a request which has
often saved many lives.
This is the call of the Clark
Volunteer Emergency
Squad. What great people
ihey are. They give their
time, night and day, to help
anyone. They drop every-
thing and come running at
first call, winter, spring,
summer or fall.

Clark is certainly in good
hands.

* * *
By Undo Burlew

"Now for everyone's
favorite game show...Ta
Da..."A Day in Your Life."

Our first guest today
is...Ta Da...a resident of
Clark, N. J."

I listened carefully to the
show. Why shouldn't I?
After all, Clark is my home
town. I sat down and lis-
tened while I kept my nose
in my new magazine.

"A typical day for Clark-
ites starts when they wake
up. Then they eat breakfast.

Then our particular Clar-
kite goes to Brewer School."

Ijjrcwer School! That's
where 1 go. I put down my
magazine and looked close-
ly.

"Here are some pictures
of Brewer." The pictures
were one by one flashed on
the screen.

"At Brewer they go to
clubs. Then they go from
one class to another. After
school many go to sports,
but some stay for other
reasons. Music, extra help
and make-up tests and some
other reasons."

I stopped watching and
picked up my magazine
again. I didn't stay after for
any of those things and 1
didn't want to see them.

"Then they go home.
Most of them via O'John-
nie's or the pizza place. Of
course, if they go to the piz-
za place they never get piz-
za. They go to play Pac-
Man or other games."

True, true, 1 thought.
"Then they do their

homework . " HOME-

I flipped off the television
and ran to my room hoping
no one had noticed I hadn't
done mine.

County arts center drive
At a wine-and-cheese gat-

hering attended by some 30
members and friends on Ju-
ly 23 in the lounge area of
the Rahway Young Men's
Christian Assn., Rahway
Landmarks officially laun-
ched its fund drive for pur-
chase of the Rahway Thea-
tre.

Rahway Landmarks is
the non-profit corporation
that was formed five years
ago to acquire the theatre
for conversion to a show-
case for the performing arts
under the name "Union
County Arts Center."

It has approached its ob-
jective methodically, de-

voting the first two years to
a campaign to elicit com-
munity support and invol-
vement and to build a firm
base of members and volun-
teers. That done, the past
two years have been devot-
ed to specific funding and
acquisition plans, reports a
spokesman for the group.

Earlier this year the
150-member organization
made a $10,000 down pay-
ment on the solidly-con-
structed theatre, which has
been closed since Nov.,
1981, when it was being us-
ed for the showing of
X-rated films exclusively.

An additional $165,000

Bank promotes
D. E. Broughton

A Clark resident, Donald
E. Broughton, was promot-
ed to assistant vice pres-
ident of business develop-
ment for the Summit and
Elizabeth Trust Co.

A graduate of Cranford
High School, Mr. Brough-
ton also attended Upsala
College in Orange, The
American Institute of Bank-
ing and the Ford Marketing
Institute.

His community activities
include being vice president
of the Board of Governors
of the Clark Scholarship
Fund, the secretary of the
Clark Township Board of
Adjustment, vocational ser-
vice chairman of the Rose-
Iand-East Hanover Rotary
Club, an instructor for the
Clark Junior Bowling
League and a member of
the Roseland 75th Anniver-
sary Committee, the West
Essex Chamber of Com-

merce and the Employer
Legislative Committees of
New Jersey.

The bank has two offices
in Clark.

Donald E. Broughton

must be raised by next
March to fulfill terms of the
purchase option and to con-
summate purchase.

Beyond that, there is still
need for several hundred
thousand dollars in addi-
tional funds to cover the
cost of restoration. For that
reason, the drive will con-
tinue for 30 months. It is
possible the theatre could
re-open on a limited basis
before the end of that

Coin show
to be held

in Clark
A monthly stamp and

coin show, The Clark Show,
now in its ninth year, will
be held on Sunday, Aug. 7.

The event will take place
at the Ramada Inn at 36
Valley Rd., Clark, at the
Garden State Parkway Exit
No. 135.

The show will run from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admis-
sion and parking will be
free.

A wide range of United
States and world-wide
stamps, coins and covers
will be on display and of-
fered for sale.

In addition, members of
the public may bring any
material they may have for
sale, since the participating
dealers, which include
members of the American
Stamp Dealers Assn., will
be ready to purchase any-
thing they need for their
stocks.

A Clark Show Souvenir
Card will be issued, and
given free to all attendees.
This card will only be
available at the show.

Further information may
be obtained by telephoning
247-1093.

period, the spokesman add-
ed.

The theatre was built in
1928 as a combined movie/-
vaudeville showplace and is
fully equipped for stage pro-
ductions. It has exquisite in-
terior architecture, a built-in
pipe organ, excellent acou-
stics and more than 1,400
seats, the spokesman point-
ed out.

The July 23 affair at the
"Y" was primarily a get-
acquainted social event for
the organization's more ac-
tive participants.

As newly-elected corpor-
ation president, Sandra
Sweeney, remarked to those
at the gathering, "We've
come to know each other in
a strictly working environ-
ment during the past several
months, It's a real pleasure
to be able to get together
finally in a more relaxed at-
mosphere."

Mrs. Sweeney operates
an established furniture re-
storing business in Edison,
and is one of the original
Landmarks founders. She is
an alumna of Rahway High
School and is professionally
trained in both business and
the arts. She succeeds Rob-
ert Balfour, the organiza-

tion's principal founder, as
the president and board
chairwoman.

The July 23 gathering
also served as a welcoming
reception for those who
have expressed an interest
in becoming active solicitors
for the drive. Under the dir-
ection of its funding coor-
dinator, Eric Rickes, Land-
marks has prepared an
85-page casebook and other
materials for the purpose
and has scheduled a series
of training sessions at Rail-
way's Columbian School.

To date more than a do-
zen Landmarks members
have indicated a desire to
serve directly in the cam-
paign, most of them as vo-
lunteer door-to-door soli-
citors. Lazlo Szabo is in
charge of solicitor recruit-
ment for the drive.

Addressing the attendees
at the function, Mr. Rickes
thanked those who have vo-
lunteered thus far, but ex-
pressed the need for many
more volunteer solicitors.
Anyone interested may tele-
phone Mrs. Sweeney at
738-0636 during the day, or
either Mr. Rickes at
388-2585 or Mr. Szabo at
388-4864 evenings after 7

Plantation to host
gun lecture

The Dr. William Robin-
son Plantation at 593 Mad-
ison Hill Rd., Clark, will be
open to the public from 1 to
4 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 7.
There will be no admission
charge.

Guided tours of the
300-year-old farmhouse and
grounds will be conducted
by costumed members of
the Clark Historical So-

ciety.
Charles Helfrich of Ro-

selle will demonstrate the
loading and firing of small
arms of the Civil War per-
iod.

Mr.-Helfrich is a member
of the 12th Virginia Caval-
ry, the 14th New Jersey
Volunteer Infantry and the
Second New Jersey Infan-
try of Foot (Revolutionary).


