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New county schools superintendent favors
letting local districts map own destinies

By R. R. Faszczewski
A new mood is apparent-

ly sweeping school districts
in Union County and the
recently-appointed Union
County superintendent of
schools, Dr. Vito A. Gag-
liardi of Clark, sees his role
in this movement as that of
a technical assistant to help
local school districts do
their own educational plan-
ning and not solely as an en-
forcer of state regulations.

Under the recent revi-
sions of the state's Thor-
ough and Efficient Educa-
tion Law, initiated by New
Jersey Commissioner of Ed-
ucation, Saul Cooperman,
Dr. Gagliardi sees the law
becoming a planning model
for school improvement and
views his job as targeting in-
struction to a specific
population of students.

The new superintendent
also wants to encourage
community involvement in
the educational planning
process by urging parents to
become more involved in
planning their children's
educations.

He told The Clark Pat-
riot the new focus of the
state monitoring process to
determine how well schools
are fulfilling their mission
will be composed of 10 ele-
ments to be initiated over
the next two years.

These are: Planning, sch-
ool/community relations,
comprehensive curriculum/-
instruction, attendance,
facilities, professional staff,
mandated programs, achi-
evement of mandated basic
skills, equal opportunity
and affirmative action and
financial areas.

The new county schools
head sees Union County as
a microcosm of the state
because it has 21 muni-
cipalities, just as the state
has 21 counties, pupil pop-
ulations range from around
200 in Winfield Park to
about 15,000 in Elizabeth
and all strata of socio-
economic conditions are
represented.

He also pointed to the
diversity of the county
which ranges from "the
bays of Elizabeth to the
mountains of Watchung."

A 1957 graduate of Lin-
den High School, Dr. Gag-
liardi served in the United
States Marine Corps for
three years before embark-
ing on his academic career.

He received his bachelors
and masters degrees from

i Kean College of New Jersey

in Union and his doctorate
from Rutgers University,
the State University of New
Jersey.

In 1964 the new county
schools head began teach-
ing elementary school in
Westfield.

Later he became an ad-
ministrative principal in the
Washington Township Sch-
ools in Mercer County,
where he served as super-
intendent of schools from
1970 until joining the state
department of education in
1981 as director of the Sch-
ool Executive Academy,
and later was appointed
assistant deputy commis-
sioner.

Dr. Gagliardi assumed his
new post, based in West-
field, in early July.

Going back to the way he
sees his new role, the edu-

Mother Seton adds
many new faces

Mother Seton Regional
High School in Clark re-
opened Tuesday with a
morning orientation pro-
gram for new faculty
members and a meeting of

._ department-chairmen with
Sisjer Regina Martin, the
principal, and Miss" Joan
Barron, the assistant prin-
cipal.

A later meeting with the
entire faculty was followed
by a Liturgy celebrated by
The Rev. John McGovern,
the school Chaplain. Facul-
ty and staff members were
guests at a luncheon imme-
diately following the Lit-
urgy.

Today Student Council
members and the sopho-
more class will welcome 165
new freshmen to Mother
Seton. Junior and senior
classes will begin their
school year tomorrow. A
Liturgy to celebrate the

.opening of the school year
will be planned by the stu-
dents for Monday, Sept. 12.

Within the past three
years the school has exper-
ienced a 10% increase in
enrollment each year. Pro-
visions for additional fac-
ulty members as well as
course offerings have been
made to accommodate this
continual growth of the stu-
dent population. In addi-
tion, the school will be com-
memorating its 20th anni-
versary on Friday, Sept. 16.

Mrs. Catherine Boyle of
Scotch Plains will join the
staff as a member of the gui-
dance department. A grad-
uate of Carlow College,
Mrs. Boyle also holds a mas-
ters degree in counseling
psychology from Manhat-
tan College. Mrs. Boyle's
previous experience has
been in college admissions
and personnel administra-
tion.

Mrs. Darlynn Marsh of
Colonia will fill the position
of home economics teacher.
Mrs. Marsh holds a bach-
elor of science degree in
home economics from the
College of Saint Elizabeth.

Mrs. Marsh brings to her
position at Mother Seton an
extensive background in nu-
trition, clothing construc-
tion and communication
skills.

Mrs.- Jane Theobald of
Colonia will become a mem-
ber of the health and phy-
sical education staff. Mrs.
Theobald holds a bachelor
of arts degree from Adrian
College with a strong back-
ground in both physical and
health education. She has
been active in several sports
and coaching activities.

Mrs. Maureen Lewan-
dowski of Westfield will
join the staff of the math-
ematics department. A gra-
duate of Chestnut Hill Col-
lege, Mrs. Lewandowski is
enrolled in a masters degree
program at Seton Hall
University. Mrs. Lewan-
dowski's background in-
cludes experience in com-
puter programming as well
as many volunteer activi-
ties.

Increased enrollment has
created two new positions
at Mother Seton. Mrs. M.
Kathleen Maher of Summit
will join the staff of the
business education depart-
ment. Mrs. Maher holds a
bachelor of arts degree from
Montclair State College
with an area of concentra-
tion in data processing.

Miss Colette Mar.tin of
South Orange will join the
English and mathematics
departments. Holding a
bachelor's degree from
Maria Assumpta College in
London, Miss Martin has
also studied at the Royal
Academy of Speech and
Drama on Baker St., Lon-
don. She has taught English
and mathematics at East-
bourne College of Educa-
tion in Eastbourne, Eng
land. Most recently she
taught at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help High School
in New York and has done
post-graduate study at
Seton Hall University.

Mother Seton offers a
complete college prepara-
tory and business curri-
culum. A full honors pro-
gram at each grade level is
offered in the major subject
areas.

Several advanced courses
such as calculus, physics
and molecular biology are
offered to students who suc-
cessfully comptete honors
courses. The business cur-
riculum offers a work exper-
ience program for senior
business students.

Courses in computer lit-
eracy are required of all
students, and electives in
computer science and word
processing are also pro-
vided.
' T h e school serves'Uriion,"
Middlesex and Essex Coun-
ties. Busing is available
from each county. A Par-
ents' Guild sponsors many
social and fund-raising
events.

Prospective students and
their parents may visit the
school at any time or to ob-
tain further information by
telephoning 382-1952.

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES - Alice Muir, right, the
former president of the Clark Jaycee-ettes, presents a
copy of Clark's Arthur L. Johnson Regional High School
Yearbook to Grace O'Connor of the Clark Public
Library. The Jaycee-ettes also donated money to the
Valerie Children's Center of Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, the Clark Emergency Squad, the Clark Historical
Society, the National Huntington's Disease Assn. and
the Wish Fund for terminally-ill children. They also spon-
sored a retarded child at camp each summer. The
September meeting of the Jaycee-ettes will be held on
Monday, Sept. 12, at 8:30 p.m. at the home of Alice
Muir. For further information please telephone
382-1405.

cator said under Commis-
sioner Cooperman, of
whom he considers himself
a "disciple," the focus of the
office of the county super-
intendent is now to provide
assistance in helping dis-
tricts fulfi l l their own
educational goals based on
what they feel should be
done educationally and
how they feel it should be
accomplished.

Under the new state
monitoring plan, announ-
ced by Commissioner Coop-
erman on Aug. 3, school
boards will be freed from
the constant monitoring of
the past.

Instead, all districts will
be checked for certification
in the 10 areas outlined
above over the next two
years. Once certified, they

will not be monitored again
for five years.

If, on the other hand,
some districts have prob-
lems meeting certain requ-
irements, they will get help
from Dr. Gagliardi's office
to get their certification.

Responding to questions
about some local issues, the
superintendent told The
Clark Patriot he would like
to see the Union County
Regional High School Dis-
trict No. I, which includes
Arthur L. Johnson Re-
gional High School in
Clark, come up with its own
plan for re-structuring the
four high schools in its jur-
isdiction.

Because of decreases in
enrollment the district's
Board of Education has
been studying different
ways of util izing the

schools, the other three of
which are located in Spr-
ingfield. Kenilworth and
Berkeley Heights, IO the
best educational advantage.

Dr. Gagliardi's philos-
ophy is to "give local boards
the most latitude to work
with the community in do-
ing what is besl for the
kids."

On the subject of girls'
athletics he said most of the
municipalities in the county
seem to be moving ahead
well in increasing oppor-
tunities and there is no
reason for his office to be
concerned with this area.

The schools head feels
the fact that he is a resident
of Union County will help
him to better understand
the problems of the schools,
although he will treat all
school districts equally both

in terms of the positive
aspects of his office's
powers and in administering
any regulatory discipline he
may find necessary.

He did see an advantage,
however, in the Union Cou-
nty Educational Services
Commission's recent agree-
ment to rent the Charles H.
Brewer School in Clark,
which was closed by the
township's elementary
Board of Education for its
purposes at the end of the
last school year, for in-
struction of special edu-
cation children.

The educator (old The
Clark Patriot it is to the
county's advantage when-
ever a vacant school build-
ing can be utilized for edu-

Franks: State should
:" pay own

Assemblyman Bob Fra-
nks, who represents Clark,
noting legislation has been
filed which would create a
limited Constitutional tax
convention in New Jersey,
said the bill reflects the
"frustration" of county and
local government because
of costs mandated by the
state.

"Several Boards of Cho-
sen Freeholders have en-
dorsed the convention con-
cept because of upward
pressure on the property tax
caused when the state man-
dates programs but refuses
to send the money to fund
them," the Republican law-
maker said. " I believe there
is a better, less controversial
way to solve the problem."

Assemblyman Franks
said his bill, ACR-19, would
amend the Constitution to

cause the state to provide
funding for all its mandates
to lower levels of govern-
ment. He said his legislation
is "less controversial" than
the new proposal.

"My bill would have the
effect of containing the cost
of government because the
Legislature would naturally
hesitate to mandate new or
expanded programs when it
has the corresponding res-
ponsibility to pay the bill,"
the assemblyman noted.
"To this extent, my bill
would be an effective vehi-
cle to help contain govern-
ment spending."

• • • • • • •
Hopefuls told
release dates

ATTENTION: A l l CANDI-
DATES IN THE TUESDAY, NOV.
I , GENERAL ELECTION.

The Rahway News-Rec-
ord and The Clark Patriot
wi l l publish pre-election ad-
vance issues on Thursday,
No*. 3.

Al l biographies and/or
pictures of trie candidates
for that issue must be in the
hands o f the t t f tor at 219
Central Ave^ Rahway, N . J .
07065 HO UTBtTHAN 5 P.M.
ON THURSDAY, OCT. 27.

In order to give can-
didates a chance to respond
t&any charges-made-by op--
ponents.NO OBUtGES WILL BE
ACCEPTED LATER THAN S P.M.
ON THURSDAY; OCT. 20, FOR

PUBLICATION IN THE OCT. 27
EDITION.

FURTHERMORE, ALL CAN-
DIDATES WILL BE LIMITED TO A
MAXIMUM OF TWO ONE-AND-
A-HALF-PAGE NEWS REIEASES-
TYPED AND TRIPLE SPACED-
PER WEEK DURING THE CAM-
PAIGN.

THERE Wi l l BE ABSOLUTELY
NO EXCEPTIONS TO THE
DEADLINES, except in the
case of an election cancella-
tion or postponement, in
which event the editor wi l l
decide which deadlines to
impose WITHOUT FURTHER

tHOTICtr
ALL RELEASES MUST FOLLOW

THE AFFIDAVrr RULES PUB-
LISHED IN THE NEWSPAPER.

• • • ; • * * * *

" I believe the Legislature
will balk at the idea of the
tax convention," the legis-
lator said. "At best the bill
will be subjected to extend
public hearings and amend-
ments that could delay its
implementation in time for
next year's ballot. The
result would be continued
frustration for county and
local officials."

"My bill would address
the major grievance of the
freeholders and local offi-
cials without preempting

the prerogatives of the Leg-
islature regarding the tax
structure and spending pol-
icies," he concluded.

NATIONAL

DAY
September 1

- • • • • • • • • • • • » • » • • • • • •

cational purposes rather
than allowed to lie fallow.

He is very pleased with
the facility itself and feels
the county will make good
use of it in educating han-
dicapped children.

On the issue of family life
education, which Clark and
the other districts in the
state were mandated to
begin this month, the new
superintendent said there
have been no problems and
the new program is going in
rather smoothly.

TlayitsafE
WEI

Miss Price
gets masters
from Rutgers
A Clark woman. Miss

Debra Price, of 13 Linda
La., was recently awarded a
master of science degree
from the Graduate School
in New Brunswick, a divi-
sion of Rutgers, the State
University of New Jersey,
at commencement exer-
cises.

Miss Villa
receives degree

from Rutgers
A Clark scholar. Miss

Patricia Villa of 35 Hilltop
Ave., was recently awarded
a bachelor of science degree
in engineering from Rut-
gers, the State University of
New Jersey, in New Bruns-
wick at commencement ex-
ercises.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE - New Jersey Democratic Sen. Bill Bradley meets in his
Washington office with Miss Lori Luxenberg, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Lux-
enberg of 115 Stonehenge Terr., Clark. Miss Luxenberg was New Jersey's delegate
to the 37th Annual Session of Girls Nation recently held in Arlington, Va. under the
aegis of the Americaa Legion Auxiliary. She is a senior at Arthur L. Johnson Regional
High School in Clark.


