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SAFETY'S UP TO Y O U . . . Morris Township Police Officer John McGulnness reviews
New jersey Automobile Club school zone safety guidelines with Louis and Steven Cor-
nine at a Speedwell Ave. crossing In front of Vail School In Morris Plains. American
Automobile Assn. "School's Open -Drive Carefully" posters, teaching guides and
other Instructional materials are being distributed to area schools and police depart'
raents by the club's safety department from Its offices In Florham Park and Springfield

; Auto club: School's open
drive carefully

' "September may not be
the beginning of the calen-
dar year, but it is the begin-

. ning of a new school year
and an appropriate time for
motorists to make resolu-

. lions regarding their driving
.: habits," advises Matthew J.

Perharn, president of the
American ' Automobile
Assn.'s (AAA) New Jersey

"Automobile Club, in an-
nouncing the 1985

• •'School's Open - Drive
• I Carefully" campaign.

•Supporting the associa-
•, {ton's annual effort to pro-

-. mote conscientious driving
,«s:the summertime ends,
Mr- Derham quoted the
(atest available statistics,
and revealed over 1,500
child pedestrians under 15
years of age were killed in

• ' motor vehicle accidents dur-
ing 1983.

, '-Thousands more chil-
'•' Uren ' were -injured, some

Seriously," the AAA
spokesman pointed out.
t'Tcaffic accidents are

' always a tragic occurrence,
• especially when children are
• • involved," ..

;•• He urged motorists to be
particularly alert in areas

'designated by school zone
.and school crossing signs
and along .routes normally

tjised by children.
2 Almost 1.5 million pieces
3»nveying_ the "School's
.Open T Drive Carefuay
-jhesnge are distributed na-
tionally by AAA clubs.

The New Jersey Auto-
mobile Club is distributing
safety posters and bumper
stickers to 85 municipal.
police departments.

In addition, "Otto the
Auto" safety stories and
teacher's guides are being
distributed to 680 elemen-
tary and junior high schools
in Essex, Morris and Union
Counties. The club also
assists school officials,
parents and police in utiliz-
ing the AAA "Safest Route
to School" project to help
children develop safe walk-
ing habits. -

Mr. Derham said schools,
parents, police and safety
patrols can and do play a
large part in the traffic safe-
ty education of youngsters.

"Children returning to
school, and particularly
those enrolling for the first
time, need help in
understanding, remember-
ing and following the safety
rules of their school and
community. Self reliance in
traffic situations is the key,"
he explained.

"'Through the A X A
sponsored school safety
patrols, Mr. Derham
believes children are provid
ed with a positive lead to
follow within the immediate
school vicinity.

"However," he cautions,
••"patiols, pateim, police and
school officials cannot dp
the job alone. They heed

the cooperation of drivers
to ensure a safe pedestrian
environment. Drive
vigilance in school-zom
areas and around bus stops
can pave the way for a saf<
and successful new school
year." '

Careful drivers never
know wheo they save their
own lives.

Deborah Dente
cited for studies

A Clark student, Debo
rah A. Dente, received he
bachelor of science degree
from Fairleigh Dickinsoi
University on Saturday
May 25 at the Brendai
Byrne Arena in Rutherford.

Lions to test
eyes, ears, bloo

at celebration
As part df the "Pride in

Clark Day" celebration the
Lions Club of Clark will of-
fer free eye, hearing and
blood pressure testing. The
Lions Eye/Earmobile will be
located1 at the Charles H.
Brewer School field on Sun-
day, Sept 8 between 2 and
6 p.m. '
'The Clark Lions will be

conducting a membership
drive, at'this time and will
have an information .table
on site. . ' V •.. .',,'•;

Busing policy may

By R.R. Faszczewski
The safety of school

hildren versus state school
using regulations — those

may be the two sides of a
lispute which could lead to
i lawsuit'against township

or Board of Education of-
ficials.

A Clark couple. Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Lanigan of 15
Ginesi Dr., told the elemen-
tary Board of Education, in
effect, at its Aug. 27 session
unless their daughter, who
is in the first grade at Frank
K. Hehnly School on
Raritan Rd., is allowed to
ride a school bus they will
pursue legal action to en-
sure her safety.

The dispute centers
around part of the. state
school,administrative code
which says local school
boards will not be re-
imbursed for transportation
provided to students who
live less, than two miles
frjbm school.

Clark's elementary school
district, however, has a
"courtesy bus" system
under .which it ...provides
transportation at its own
cost for kindergarten
students who live a half
mile or more from their
school and for first and se-
cond graders who live a
mile or more from school.

The state regulation is ap-
plied to .third to eighth
graders,

The state law also pro-
vides that the distance must
be measured from the front
door of the school to the
front door of the student's
h o m e . ••..

The differences between
the Lanigans and the Board
of Education arose over the
system for measuring the
distance.

According to school
business administrator, H.
Edward Flanagan, who has
measured the distance from
door to door at least twice,
including once last' Thurs-
day after the Lanigans had
brought their complaint to
the school body for the se-

f
cond time in three months,
the Lanigans live less than a
mile from the school, J

Therefore, their daughter
is not entitled, to the
transportation. . .

However, when the
Lanigans do the measuring
they consider the fact
school children are taught
to cross the street only
where there is a school
crossing guard, and this
makes the distance to the
school from 30 to 60 feet
more than a mile.

Mrs. Diane Lanigan told
the education body on Aug.
27 if her daughter is to take
the shortest route to the
school, which - involves
walking down Madison Hill
Rd. to Raritan Rd., she will
be forced to cross three
busy intersections without
the benefit of a crossing
guard.

Although the Lanigans
acknowledge the fact the
state law does say the
measurement should be
done door to door, they also
think the safety of the
children should be taken in1"

A community-wide
reception to welcome Dr.
Paul J. Ortenzio, the new
superintendent of the Clark
public schools, will be held
in Thursday, Sept 12 at
:30 p.m. at the Carl H.

Kurnpf School.

n
determining the1 routes.

At the~mecting School
Board president, Thomas
Faria, told the Lanigans
although there might be
concern for the safety of the
student the Board had no
choice but to apply the
school administrative code,
which is a state regulation,
and its own policy.

Mr. Faria said he feared
if one exception was allow-
ed to the policy then the
Board would be forced to
make many other excep-
tions and thus the. policy
would not be uniform .and
would be unfair to some
groups or individuals in the
township.

However, Mr. Lanigan
pointed out Madison Hill
Rd. is the most widely
travelled route for trucks in
Union County wanting to
get to and from the Scotch
Plains area and the 200 to
500 trucks a day which

MX ABOARD.... Mr, and Mrs. Anthony PucclareW of
1 9% Westnejd Avo,, Clark are «hown bn.trw deck of the
new luxury Brwr "M.V: Atlanta"; hist baft "- — ~

travel it are a danger to
students crossing the road.

Mr. Faria replied the
school district had no con-
trol over safety on the
streets in the township such
as providing more crossing
guards or safer places for
students to walk — this was
up to the police department
and the township's ad-
ministration and Governing'
Body.

He did, however, instruct
Mr. -Flanagan to write a let-
ter to township officials
about the safety aspects' of
the situation and to go out
again and measure the
route with two members of
the Board and Mrs. Lanigan
-which he did last Thurs-
day accompanied by Mr.
Faria and school hody
member, Toby D'Ambola.

However, after .being con-
tacted by The dark Patriot
on Thursday both Mr.
Flanagan and Mrs. 'jnigan
reported' their Interpreta-
tions oTtfie^mcssurements
remained the same.

., There is at leaitone hope
"for., improvement of '.the

safety conditions for the
students, however.

The township is reported-
ly preparing'a request for a
traffic light to be put up at
the corner of Raritan and
Madison Hill Rds., which
would make it safer for a
crossing guard to bring
children across the busy.in-
tersection.

As to the busing situa-
tion, that will probably not
be resolved at least until the
end of this month, the
earliest the Board could
take formal action . at a
regular meeting, according
to Mr. Flanagan.

Although the ad-
ministrator said; he could
sympathize with-the plight
of. the parents, he noted the
Board probably couldn't do
much about it without
opening up a flood of re-
quests for exceptions to its
policy and the state code:

« **

In other action, the
school body:

—Accepted a $73,877
bid from Tami-Githens, Inc.
of Woodbridge for the in-
stallation of a new boiler at
Hehnly School. : '

ma-tote of Manhattan to the sunny Isle of Bermuda on a
we4k'a holiday crutoe. They are'cetebratlng their sixth
w & i o W anniversary during, the jorvhe; '

now at
The Ctejk Patriot makes

map pickups at (he dark
Municipal . Building 'on

.Monday, Tuesday and F *
day mominjj."' • • . ,;

Since (he municipal
(overranem has moved lit
'offices' 'to the former
Charles H- Brewer School
on Wenrleld A v e , acmas
the street from the former
municipal bulkUm. a mail

. slot has ;QQ9n provided for
the newspaper at that radii

w - . • ' • • . . - . : ' • • ' ' • . . ,

-THE THREE
CLARK , PATRIOT
PICKUPS OF ANY.
MATERIALS TO GO IN-
TO THE NEWSPAPER
OR ANY COMMUNICA-
TIONS FOR THE STAFF
OF THE'PAPER WILL
BE MADE AT BREWER
SCHOOL ONLY. THERE
WILL BE NO MORE
PICKUPS, AT .THE:
CLARK t POUCH H E DK , AT .HE

- CLARK t POUCH HEAD.

1—Approved the addition
>f a part-time kindergarten

teacher at Valley Road
School to teach an addi-
tional class made necessary
iy the district's registering
:wo more students than It
xpected at the end of the

last school year. '
—Introduced a policy on

he detection of missing or
bused children which

would require the school at
endance officer to
elephone parents of

students absent from school
one day when no informa-
tion about the absence was
known and to notify local
police of a possible missing
hild on the second con-

secutive day of absence
With no explanation.

—Adopted on first
reading a procedure to be
ollowed in medical

emergencies related to
athletic activities.

—Abolished one position
under a federally-funded
program for compensatory
education because of a re-
cent court ruling -tha
teacher* whote petition* in
compensatory education
are funded, by the federal
government cannot Instruct
in parochial schools.

—Reduced an applica
tk>n for funding under the
federal Education foi
Economic Security Act (for
science and mathematics in
struction) from $1,445 to
1,309.32 because the profit
making Featherbed Lane
School was not eligible for
the funding.

Reception to honor I
new superintendent J

Thomas Faria. president
the Clark Board of

Education, extended an in-
atation to everyone in the
Clark community.

Dr. Ortenzio assumed the
leadership of the. Clark
ilementary schools on July
. He served as superinten-

dent of schools in North
Haledon for five years
before coming to Clark. He

lso served as acting
superintendent and school
principal in that district

Dr. Ortenzio • taught in
he Woodbridge Township

schools at every grade level.
He taught all the elemen-
ary grades including

kindergarten as well as
language arts and social
studies in the junior and
senior high schools.

A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Dayton, the new
superintendent earned a
master of arts degree at
Kean College of New Jersey
In Union and a doctorate in
education, at Rutgers
University. He was on the
adjunct faculty, at the

Or. Paul J. Ortenzio

graduate schooPof educa-
tion at Rutgers for four
years.

Dr. Ortenzio resides in
Fords with his wife and
three children.

He is eager to meet with
the residents of Clark.

"I want to meet the
township officials, parents
of school children and in-
terested .citizens to set.up
lines of communication for
future meetings where the
aspirations for our schools
will be discussed,". Dr.
Ortenzio noted.

Hopefuls told
release dotes

ATTENTION: ALL
CANDIDATES IN THE
TUESD.AY, NOV. 5.
GENERAL ELECTION
AND THOSE WISHING
TO COMMENT ON CAN-
DIDATES AND ISSUES.
. The Rahway News-

Record and The Clark
Patriot will publish their
pre-election advance issues
on THURSDAY, OCT. 31.
- All biographies and/or
pictures of the candidates
which they would like to
appear in the advance issues
should be in the hands of
the editor at 219 Central
Ave., Rahway, NJ. 07065
NO LATER THAN
THURSDAY, OCT. 24 AT
5 P.M..

FURTHERMORE,
ALL CANDIDATES OR
THOSE WRITING
ABOUT ELECTION
CONTROVERSIES WILL
BE LIMITED TO A MAX-
IMUM OF TWO ONE-
AND-A-HALF PAGE
SUBMISSIONS; TYPED

AND TRIPLE SPACED
— PER WEEK — DUR-
ING THE CAMPAIGN.
In order to give candidates a
chance to respond to any
charges made by opponents
NO CHARGES WILL BE
ACCEPTED LATER
THAN 5 P.M. ON
THURSDAY, OCT. 17
FOR PUBLICATION IN
THE OCT. 24 EDITION.

EACH PIECE OF
ELECTION-RELATED
COPY SUBMITTED
MUST BE ACCOM-
PANIED BY A PROPER-
LY NOTARIZED AF-
FIDAVIT. THESE ARE
AVAILABLE AT THE
PAPERS' OFFICES.

THERE WILL BE AB-
SOLUTELY NOT EX-
CEPTION TO THE
DEADLINES. IN THE
CASE OF AN ELECTION
CANCELLATION THE
EDITOR WILL DECIDE"
WHICH DEADLINES TO
IMPOSE AND WHICH
MATERIAL TO USE.

HELP US CELEBRATE
OUR BIRTHDAY

.Clark's own hometown
newspaper. The Clark

/Patriot, is 20 years young
this year and the paper
plans to celebrate in real
s t y l e / : • r ;•-.•• .:;••

' We are looking, for
stories, photographs, ; pro-.
clamations or historical
pieces about the newspaper
and the. township and we
are asking our readers to
help make this a banner
year for the only newspaper

A s p e c i a l a n n i v e r s a r y edi-
tion w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d i n O c -
t o b e r . • '•;. •••• .;• . :.•••.••

If you have any contribu-
tions please send them to:
ANNIVERSARY ISSUE,
EDITOR, THE CLARK
PATRIOT, POST OFFICE::
BOX 1061, RAHWAY,
N J. O7O6S or drop them off •
at the office at 219 CEN-
TRAL AVE., RAHWAY
FROM 9 AM. to 5 PJK. i
MONDAY TO FRIDAY/

• ; ( * •> : •

« * • • ''•'••H


