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N - Township resident

remembers POWs-MIAs

by Pat DiMaggio

For some the war never
ends. Hopes and  dreams
never die. The fight for in-
formation goes on fong
after the books are officially
closed, '

For Walter Wojcicki, of
Maurice Ave,, Clark. his
personat ¢rusade on hehalr
of the Prisoners of War
(POWS} and those Missing
In Action (MIA} in the
Vietnam War has lasted for
16 years.

Wajcicki, founder of the
IFREE OUR POWS Com.
miltee of Clark, dates his in-
volvement to December of
1969. “People were not
even aware that we had
froeps in Vietnam as fur
back as 1961 explained
Wojcickl. “My purpose at
that time was three-fold,
First, atot of people didn't
even know what the word
POW meant. Secondly, we
had 1o identify those
prisoners. They were not
only service men who were
professionals, but they were
also draftees, people from
all walks of life. Third, the
(amilies were going it alone.
Here we were after 8 years
of escalating conflict and no
one made a mention of
those people missing. Fa-

--milies” didn't know” who' io

turn to for information.”
AL fiest, Walter was told
that there were only 29 per-

sons listed as missing. Afier
(uestioning the governmen
m their information, he
fearned the tally was as high
as 1,500, The military
would not release o list of
names w concerned  cigg-
rens, o Walter made an ac-
tempt to go public with his
Committee. Formally
organized in February of
1970, the FREE OUR
POWS Committee sent H
tefegram tw then President
Nixon and to various press
organizations stating their
purpose of freedom of infor-
matiorn.

"When we started out,”
said Wojeicki, “we couldn't
find one agency who way
responsible for the prisoners
of war”™ Between February
and May of that yedr,
Walter estimates thae aver
150,000 hand bills pro-
claiming the problems of
the “amilies of the POWS
and MIAS were handed oug
in New York City,

The first time those miss.
ing in Vietnam were men-
tioned nationwide was in
May of 1970 in a speech by
President Nixon. The in.
volvement of Sweden's
Prime Minister, Olof
Yalme,  was _sought,_ He
agreed 1o intervene in a
prisoner exchange i re-
quested to do so by the
government,

“We then got into the
flyer business,” said Wo.
eicki, “Over 100,000 were
sent out asking the Unijted
States and the North and
South Vietnamese to start g
dialogue.”

In April of 1971, Pame
went before the United Na-
tions 1o say Sweden would
be  willing to rake the
POWS into s country.
Nixon agreed. Hanoi re-
jected the plan.

During the 1972 Presi.
deatial clections the (ues-
tion of the POWS and
MIAS became a *hot is c,
with  George MceGovern
and Nixon making various
promises ‘on how they
would deal with the situa-
tion.

“Nobody was reilly con-
ceried with the prisoners,”
said Wojcicki. "It was just a
nolitical stand-off. We went
to the federal courts to try
10 take them out of the
political arepa and the 72
clection and make these
people wards of the cours.™

Walter's efforts were not
successful; the courts took
the petitions but refused (o
hear them.

- - A-cease-fire was declared-

in 1973, During his speech
President Nixon professed
his concern with ¢he
prisoners. “He said they

Chen and Canada
selected to attend
Legion State Progam

Clark  American Legion
Post 328 spokesman Joseph
Rybuak has reported the se.
lection of delegates 10 the
Legion State program,

Clark Boys State Dele.
gates Christopher Canada
of 24 Armstrong Dr., and
Philip Chen K, of 41 Sweet

Briar Drive, the sons of Mr.
and Mrs. D. Canada and
Mr. and Mrs. P, Chen, will
feave on Suaday, June 15,
for Rider Collepe in
Lawrenceville- Trenon 1w
attend the American Legion
Jersey Boys' Siate Program,
Chris and Philip are spon-
sored by Clurk Post No.
328. Alernates for the pro.
gram are Vincent Gagliardi
of 4 Rolling Hi)l Way and
Andrejs Delle of §)
Wendell Plage, Clark.

Chris, a4 student at Ap
thur L. Johnson High
School, is an honor roll stu-
dent, President of the
Junior Class and plays La-
crosse. Philip, also a student
in the Clark High Schoo, js
one of the top students in
his class. He belongs to the
Spanish Club and  (he
Science Club,

The Boys' Stue Program
wuts begun “to devetop good
citizens in the United Suates
of America by inspiring the
youth of New Jersey to take

A more active and intell;-

gent interest in the opera-
tion of our State and Nation
and in the privileges and
responsibilities of citizen-
ship. The boys, selecied for
their scholarship and leader.
ship abilities by their
schools in conjunction with
focal American Legion of-
ficials, wil) Participite in a
full week schedule of ac.
tivities  including politics,
Sports, mwusic, educational
programs and lecoures,
While at Rider College,
the young men participat-
g in the progeam will learn

meat by participating in i,
They will hear lectures on
the Legistative, Executive
and Judicial branches of
government. conduct cam-
paigns and elections in the
democratic processes.

The inauguration of the
Boys' State governor and
the band concert will be
held on Friday evening,
June 20, ac 7:30 pm., in
Rider College Gym. Al
Legionnajres, Auxiliary
members, co-sponsors,
friends and guests are in-
vited 0 attend, Rybak

of the machinery of govern. | TEPOTLS.

INTRODUCING PHILIP CHEN. . . Clark Post 32a Com.

mander John Spacht g 30en at g

recent meeting in-

g Philip Chen, Jr. Philip 13 one of two can.

didates
College,

scheduled o attend N.J.

Boys State at Rider

would never be forgotten
and never left behind,” said
Wojcicki.

Henry Kissinger was (he
prime mover behind the
Paris Peace Talks between
the  United States and
North Vietnam, A treaty
was signed and between
February and April of
1973, 599 people were
returned, “Kissinger carried
with him 80 files of in-
dividuals that were not in-
cluded on any Jist up to this
point,” explained Wojcicki.
“Nothing ever came out of
those 80 files. Through the
Freedom of Information
Act, T eventually got those
names,”

Although many people
rejoiced over the release of
almost 600 prisoners,
Walter is quick to point out
that a treaty was never sign-
cd with Laos or Cambodia.
He sent telegrams to Nixon,
Kissinger and to the
American Legion. “No pro-
tection was given to ser-
vicemen in Laos and Cam.
bodia,” said Wojcicki,
“How can you take people
into conflict and then forget
they are there? He recejv.
¢d no reply. He beljeves

that up 10 five years_ago,
“thére were 40 prisoners still

alive in Laos and Cym-
bodia. And up to 400
bodies. R

On December 13, 1976,

iccording to Walter, an in-
teresting  (hing happened:
Congress closed the book
on the prisoners of war,
“They officially sent out g
report that the book was
closed,” said Wojeicki,

For 10 years the United
States had no active com-
mittee or organization for-
mally working on 1he
release of prisoners or for
the return of their bodics,

In 1984, a new commit-
tee was formed, and there
was & reawakening of public
concern for those stifl held
in Southeast Asiy. A joint
military organization with
family representation, the
National League of
Familics of American
Prisoners and Missing in
Southeast Asia, is working
to resolve the problems in-
hetent  in returning  ser-
vicemen (o thi. cauntry,

Walter thinks"it is impor-
tant to remember the
lessons Iearned and the pro-
blems faced by ihe families
and by the POWS and
MIAS. “It is a tragic situn-
tion," said Wojcicki, “And
it can happen again, In the
beginning, there were no
groups set up to deal with

-prisoness or hostages:; Therz

were mo organizations set
up fo deal with these pro-
blems. People should not
have to go it alone. The
truth should be (old.”

Kumpf's Lacrosse team
goes undefeated

Jim Carovillano's Kumpf
Lacrosse Team has gone
undefeated with 3 perfect
14-0 record, for the second
time in the school's history.

Tony Calandra, Kumpf's
leading scorer, helped his
team by breaking the school
scoring record by scoring 61
goals. Calandra also had 17
assists to his credit. In add;.
tion Calandra also broke
the single game scoring
record by scoring 8 goals
against Westfield.

Also helping the team go
undefeated was John
Heller. Mr. Carovitlano said
that John was the best face.
off man the Cougars have
ever had. John had 10 goals
and 15 assits to his credit.

Another standout player
was  Colin Wills. Colin
played attack and played his
position  with “reckless
abandon,” according to
Carovillano. Colin's plays
accounted for 26 goals and
29 assists. Calandra credits
Wills for many of his goals.

Other standouts were Jason
Pressman, Chris Anderson,
Bob Guarino, Mark
Navarro, Mike Grossman,
Bert Innone.: Mike Chin,
John Lee, Jim Hudak, and
Nick Medvedich,

The goalic was Bob
Harper only allowing 3.2
goals per game,

Bobby  Firestone ang
Matt Pericra were outstan.
ding, anchoring the delense
and  solidifying i,
Carovillano noted, Other
standouts were Pat Slowey,
Lou Van Bergen, and Nick
Kjetsa.

A school spokesperson
stated, “The Township of
Clark should be proud 10
have a teacher. not only a
coach in Jim Carovillano,
who builds character and
helps students become finc
outstanding citizens. To his
credit Jim had over 60 boys
come out and participate in
Lacrosse. Congralulations_
Jim, the Township of Clark
salutes you.”

Anne Spiewak graduates
from Babson College

Clatk resident Anne R.
Spiewak received g bachelor
of science degree at the 67th
anhual Babson Coilege
tommencement. She gra.
duated with distinction,
Babson is g school of
management education
located in Wellesley,
Massachusetis.

The commencement ad-
dress was  delivered by

Roger A, Enrico, President
and Chicf Executive Offlicer
of the Pepsi-Cola Company.

Prior to his speech, Enrico
was given a special tribute
as the 700 membeys of the
graduating class offened a
‘Pepsi* toast o the 1965
Babson alumnus by raising
cans of Pepsi that were hid.
den underncath their chairs.
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ON TO COUNTY comp

ETITION , .. Virginia R,

Muskus, Clark Board Meamber to the Union County
Regional High Schoal District #1, congratuiates David

Brearley teacher Dorald Log

an, District “Teacher of the

Yoar” as Principal Joseph Malt looks on.

Dorald
named

“Teacher of the Yeqr’’

Dorald Logan, a weacher
at the David Brearly
Regional High School, hiy
been  selected as Union
County Regional High
School District #1 “Teacher
of the Year,” Donald
Merachnik, chief school al-
ministrator announced.

In making his announce-
ment, Dr. Merachnik
described  the English
teacher and advisor o the
literary magazine, who has
been with the district for |18
yers,  as an exceptions).
eacher  who ¢ sistenly
displays a love of literature
and serious interest i ye
personal  development  of
her students. She typifies
Lthe born teacher: a scholar
and a counselor of students,

An active member of the
school, Logan participates
in English and journadism
activitics with the Bearpria
ad Pariah, Student Go-
vernment Association, cur-
rcular  workshops  and
ASsists in preparing shiedenis
in basie skill development,

A native of Qhio, Logan
was educated at M, Union
College, where she received
her BA degree in English,
She also holds o mrster's

Franks’ hil
as model }

A Dbill sponsored by As-
semblyman Bob  Franks,
who represents Clark in the
New Jersey General Assen.
bly, has been selected by the
American  Legislative  Ex.
change Council (ALEC
an example of innovative
legiskation to be included in
the ALEC 1986 Source
Book of American Stare Le.
gislation,

Franks’ bill, A-2082, pro-
poses the creation of a
Regulatory Efficiency Cony:
mission © develop improy.
ed rule-making procedures.

“Government rules and
Fegulations  often  create
costly and unnecessary
burdens on busitess and in-
dividuals,” said  Franks.
“My bill seeks to control the
rule-making process by in-
suving that rules are
necessary,  straightforward,

_
POISON HOTLINE
1-800-962-1253

Logan
district

degree in English from the
University of Virginia.
Before coming w David
Brearley she taught at Lane
High  School, Charloftes.
ville, Virginio.

Miss  Logan's ciiry
pickel will be forwarded 1o
Dr. Vito Gugliardi, county
superintemlent, where she
will join in competition
with other loca districs win-
ners  for  desigpation  as
County  Teacher of he

Year. A panel of judges will | |
Anake-the final-county tevet-{1-

decision and  the County
Teacher of the Year will
then move on o compete in
the statewide contest, Con-
missioner  of  Educalion,
Saul Cooperman, will an-
nounee  the New  Jersey
Teacher of the Year.

The search for  local,
county and sate Teachers
of the Year is being con-
ducted by the New Jursey
Staie Department of Eduey-
tion as part of the national
Teacher of the Year pro-
gram, an annutl project of
the  Nitional Council of
Chief State School Oflicers,
Good  Mousckeeping  and
the  Encyclopaedin  Brit-
tanica,

| selected
egislation

nonduplicitive mwd require

minimal compliance cost,”

by Pat DidMapgio

The nominaion for e
Fourth Ward  Democratic
Council candidate  was
decided in the Clark
Primary Eleclion o June 3,

Ronald  Kennedy  gar-
nered atotal of 109 vores 1o
his opponent John A. Cutr’s
wotad of 60. Mr. Cutt was an
off-line candidate for the
seat being vacated by Coun.
cilman  Brian  Toal. The
Republican nominee for the
Fourth Ward seat is Car
mine 1. Cristiani  who
received 6] vortes.

Democratic  candidates
swept  the othwer primary
nominasions.  First  War
candidate Robere Ellenport
toidled 56 votes (o Repub-
lican  candidace JJohn
Dillon™s 44 wvores, Second
Ward incumbent Williun
Caruso received 155 vores
1o his Republican opponent
Ralph S. Whittle, Jr.’s tatal
of 50. Third Ward candi.
date Joseph A, Comaran
guenered %6 votes  while

A LIVING REMINDER . .o In
at Frank K. Hehnly School in
was donated by the P.T A
memory of Christa McAulilie.

Repuldtican candicdie ¢ g o
Pluti reccived bl yiores

Tom Dunn, of Clal,
teeeived 425 vores by e
Pemacrativ NetL ) o)
Coumy Clerk, Yeahey ¢
Halpin totied o,

Democranic candivbite
for the House ar Repe aon
tatives were hie 5. 1iches
and James T Cleany . who
recerved 161 and 29 4 gqee
respectively,  Aatihew |
Rinaldo, Republican Repre
seftlative, rotailed 27 vores
in Clark,

Sherift Ralph 1ioehtion
received -HS vares e Iy
Repablican oppouent bl
A Trube’s 200 vore

Cimdidates tor the Boagd
ol Chosen Freeholders
the Democtatio skie v o,
Michiael 2. Fapoliy, Ban
W Fabiey amd  Genald
Green who received 4,
404 and 9 vore respee
tively,  Republicans il
Reette, Danct Whinma,
and - Fdwyund - Palmier i
wtalled 25, 20 i 204
virtys,

arecent planting Corenny

Clark, 4 pink Ao trog
and  dodicated 1o th
Shown poatticmaling wy the

event are Mrs. Linda Montgomery, P.T A rosudonl,

Mrsa.

Rachel Abinolta, Vica P

resident, Mr Johin ¢ mhn,

Principal and reprasontatives from cach of they e hoat's

classes.

The  American Legistn.
tive Exchange Council,
headquariered in Washing.
wn, D.C., is a non-partisan,
nonprofit, public affoirs and
reseurch  organization  for
state legislators from across
the country, iy primary
purpose is to help elected of-
ficials  share idens and
fegislative proposals in all
areas of public policy and to
provide a forum for the ex.
change of sound, imagina-
tive ideas on reducing
burenucracy and improving
EOVErNMENt processes,

The ALEC selection
COMMIte  reviews  state
legislation (rom around the
country and selects the best
examples ol innovative
legislation for inclusion in
their annual source book,

Franks bill on regulatory
cfficiency was chosen as
one of the owventy six bills
fromy around the nation to
be included in the 1986
ALEC Source Book.

Y RECOGNITION . . . Out of abo

sored by tho N.J. State Polico, Craig Mahon wis one of
30 finalists, Trocper Robert Runion visitod Frank lohn-
ly School to prosent Craig with bis Coertificite of
Recogniticn. Duwring his visit to Mrs. VOYHCICs hitih
grade class, Trooper Runion teck time out to spoak o
the student obout the importance of safety und the roh-
of the Stato Police.

tranta in the 37th Annual Safety Postor Contest SPON-L L




