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Clark dump may be illegal
by Pal DiMaggio

A dump locaicd in back
of Che Municipal Building
and Police Department has
been closed until further
notice pending action by
the Slate Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP).

The dump has been used
in the past-fur-reiidcuii
leaves, grass clippings, and
"attic refuse," said Business

Administrator Joseph Mon-
aco. "We don't know what
we will do now," he said.
"We'll have to wait and see
what ihe state does."

Monaco said the dump
has been operating for 10 to
15 years. A fire on Labor
Day weekend caused by
smoldering trash drew fire-

-Xigiucrs-wf iO-had-ttJ-flood •
the land. The township has
since been moving debris to

a landfill in Buffalo, New
York.

The DEP is looking into
the possibility lhat the
dump is illegal, operating
without appropriate slate
permits. An inspector is ex-
pected to be sent out this
week.

—Another rcport-that~the
dump is too close to ihe
Middlesex Reservoir may

draw another violation for
ihe township. If the state
determines that the dump is
illegal without permits, the
township would be required
to apply for the necessary
permit or would be forced
to remove it.

Monaco said that Town-
ship Clerk Catherine Clan-
c y musrscafcrrher records
to determine if the township
applied for state approval.

Rich Donofrio is new catalyst
for Clark Recreation Department

by Pat DiMaggio
Clark's residents .have

found a new friend in
Richard Donofrio, the
newly-appointed Director
of the Township's Recrea-
tion Department.

Appointed by the
Municipal council last
month. Donofrio loves kids.
He works with them, he
volunteers his lime for them
and he spends his evenings
developing new recreational
programs to benefit them.

A 14-year resident of
Clark, Donofiro has been
employed at the Wood-
bridge Vocational School in
the Special Needs wing for
the past six years where he
is a teacher of classified
students. "I 've always
wanted (to teach)," he said,
"even when I was in high
school . It is very
rewarding."

Donofrio attended Jersey
City State College, Rutgers
University and received his
teaching certification from
Kuan College. While still in
college, he was the super-
visor of recreation for
Jersey City. "1 supervised
other college students in the
recreation of Jersey City's
children," he said. He con-
tinues to coach high school
football in Jersey City.

He was involved in Pop
Warner Football when he
first moved to Clark and
coached a girls' sofiball
team for a number of years.
"1 ran for the Board of
Directors for Softball and I
was on the board for three
years," he said. "Now my
daughter asked me to coach
again so I'm back." Dono-
frio is married and is the
father of two daughters.

Rich Donofrio has ap-
proached his new position
with enthusiasm as is evi-
dent in the new programs
already operating at Brewer
School. There is an open
gym for boys on Mondays
and an open gym for girls
on Wednesdays where
children in grades three to
cighl can enjoy basketball,
volleyball, horseshoes,
games and shuffleboard.

Monday nights host ce-
ramics for adults with a
limited class size of 30, and
an aerobics class for adults

on Tuesdays and Thursdays
has been restarted.

Other new programs in-
clude womens volleyball on
Tuesday evenings with four
teams already in competi-
tion and tumbling for
children in kindergarten to
fifth grade with a sign-up of
over 100.

More than 80 senior
citizens continue to enjoy
aerobic exercise on Mon-
days. Wednesdays and Fri-
days, and arts and crafts for
children after school are
held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays with an enrol-
ment of 60 students. Wresil-
ing for boys is due to start in
November.

Roller skating is alive and
well for grades two through
eight, but this year, with a
difference. "In past years
we didn't allow the older
student to hang around out-
side the building," said
Donofrio. "We still don't
allow it. What I did this
year is make a committee of
sixth, seventh and eighth
graders who can go into the
cafeteria with a radio and
games, so they're not hang-
ing around outside. It work-
ed very well this past Fri-
day. They listen to music
and have a place to hang
out. I think these kids really
need it, it gives them a taste
of responsibility. When
they are finished, they have
to clean up the room. Once
a month, I'd like to have
teen dances. The committee
will make up the rules and
regulations their classmates
will have lo abide by."

Future activities include
an open gym for men star-
ting in October and indoor
soccer for second und third
graders, registration to be
held in November. Another
dream of Donofrio's is a
summer recreation program
between four and five hours
ptffHlay, during summer va-
cation. The current budget
allows him only $16,000 to
hire instructors and to pur-
chase equipment and ncccs-
silies including a SI,500 per
year salary for his services.
"It comes to about a dollar
per person so I have to
scrimp and save," said

Donofrio. "I'm hoping for a
larger budget so I can have
a larger program."

Instructors for programs
such as tumbling, aerobics
art and crafts and the tennis
clinic, held this summer
with more than 120 child-
ren involved, arc hired
township residents when
possible, said Donofrio.
And he was quick to thank
the Board of Education for
use of some of their fuci-
lilies for certain programs.

"I don't think I'll ever
stop what I'm doing," said
Donofrio. "People have to
realize that in this job I
can't please everyone. I
have to create programs
that will take care of the
children in town and also
take care of the taxpayers.

If I didn't love what I was
doing, I wouldn't do it. The
only reason I would stop is
when there are no more
children around."

Board of ed approves hiring
by Pat DiMaggio

The Clark Board of
Education approved hiring
an aide for Henly School,
two new maintenance
workers, and coaches and
advisors for the township's
elementary schools at a
meeting held last Week.

The board employed
Kathryn DcCrosta us a
teacher aide for 25 hours a
week at $5.50 per hour. The
board also emloyed Archer
Smith and Damian Griffin
as maintenance workers,
each with a salary of
$24,404. "They come to the
district with a background
of skills and training," said

Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Paul Ortcnzio.

The board approved staff
members in the following
positions: Boys' Soccer
Coach, Robert Henderson;
Girls' Soccer Coach, Carl
Young; Cheerleader Ad-
visor, Ilene Fischer; Student
Council Advisor, James
Carovillano; and Yearbook
Advisor, Carolyn Zidiuk.

The board entered into a
tuition contract with the
Garwood Board of Educa-
tion to send a ncuro-
logically-impaircd student
to that district; authorized
the Clark district to secure a
license for the School Strep
Program; and approved an
Advanced Study Grant for
Eileen Sanchez, a special
education teacher, in the
amount of $291.60.

• • * * *
Voter registration
underway in Clark
The Office of the

Township Clerk will be
open for voter registration
until 9 p.m. on October 1, 2
and 5.

The ALJ Crusaders defeated Jonathan
Dayton of Springfield last Saturday In the
Unlco Bowl, 14-9, and were awarded a

Merck finalizes
for Readington

Merck & Co., Inc. has an-
nounced that, after careful
consideration of long-term
growth plans, preparations
have begun for the con-
struction and occupancy of
a major new office site in
Readington Township,
New Jersey.

The facility will be
located on a previously pur-
chased 456-acre tract in
Huntcrdon County that is
located just west of Exit 24
(Whitehouse) of 1-78, bet-
ween Route 22 and 1-78.

The company has selec-
ted the architectural firm of
Roche, Dinkeloo & Asso-
ciates of Connecticut (o
develop the site plan.

Assuming timely appro-
val of the plan by the Mer-
ck Board of Directors and
the Readington Planning
Board, construction could
begin in 1988 with comple-
tion scheduled for early
1992.

The company expects
that 1,400 employees main-

Valley Road PTA extends
open invitation to meeting
The Valley Road School

Parent-Teacher Association
will hold its next meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 8 p.m., in
the school cafeteria.

Rose Brinker, president,
invites all interested Clark
senior citizens/grandparents
and neighbors to attend to
"learn what is going on at
the school."

They are also invited to
become honorary members

of the Valley Road School
PTA and to become involv-
ed in PTA-sponsored ac-
tivities.

A holiday craft workshop
will be conducted at this
meeting. Items made will be
sold at the school Holiday
Gift Shop in December, and
will be available to students
at nominal prices.

Donations of homemade
handicrafts arc welcomed.

4-H
organizing in Clark

The Union County 4-H
Youth Development Pro-
gram will organize a new
4-H Club in Clark, with an
organizational meeting be-
ing held tonight at Valley
Road School. 7:30-8:30
p.m.

Girls and boys. 7-18 years
of age, are invited with a
parent to the meeting.

Children will have the op-
portunity to select a 4-H
project of their choice
which includes small en-
gines, camping, dog and cat
trick training, seeing eye
project, twirling, clothing,
foods, crafts, and veterinary
science.

Second and third graders
may enroll in the 4-H prep

program. Adults arc en-
couraged to volunteer as
leaders. A 4-H slide presen-
tation will be shown at the
meeting.

There is no charge to join
4-H, and no uniforms arc
required.

4-H is administered by
the Union County Cooper-
ative Extension Service of
Cook College, Rutgers
University, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and
the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

For further information
contact Erika U. Fields,
County 4-H Agent, or Mar-
Icne B. Wells, 4-H Program
Associate, at 233-9366.

plans
move
ly from its Rahway site will
occupy the Readington faci-
lity initially.

Overall employment at
Rahway most probably will
remain the same after these
employees move, since per-
sonnel working in leased fa-
cilities in Woodbridge can
occupy the vacated office
space. j-;-1

Throughout the planning
process for the Readington
site, the company has kept
the governor's office, local
legislators and the Reading-
ton mayor's office fully in-
formed.

"The establishment of the
Readington facility reaf-
firms Mcrcks commitment
to the state of New Jersey,"
said Merck Chairman P.
Roy Vagelos. M.D.

Hehnly School to host
Back to School Night

Frank K. Hehnly School
in Clajj&wjJI host a Back-to-
Sch'oonjBjflht on Tuesday,
Oct. 6^)pnning 7:30.p_.ny,

All parents are invited to
visjf with their childrcns'
teachers.

Refreshments will be
served by the PTA in the
All-Purpose Room.
^^XJirpooling-is-suggested -
since parking will be
limited.

Back to School Night
set by Valley Road

The Valley Road School
will hold its annual Back to
School Night on Wednes-
day, October 7, 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Foster, principal,
urges all parents to attend.

The evening's program
will include classroom
visitations, where teachers
will explain the curriculum
for the school year.

ATHLETIC APPRECIATION Louis Peragallo, right, the Director of Health, Physical
Education, Driver Education and Athletics at the Arthur L. Johnson Regional High
School, accepts congratulations from A.L.J. Principal David Carl on being named
"Athletic Director of the Year" by the Union County Interscholastlc Athletic Con-
ference. A member of the staff at Johnson Regional since the school opened In
September, 1956, Mr. Peragallo was an Instructor of Physical Education. Health and
Driver Education until the mid-1970s, and has been the athletic director at Johnson
since 1960. He also served tenures as the varsity baseball, basketball and soccer
coach at the Clark-based school between 1956 and 1974 and has been the Chairman
of the U.C.I.AC. Baseball Committee for the past several years.


