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Chamber probes downtown
redevelopment options

• •T - '

by Pat DiMaggio
Railway's Chamber of

Commerce has undertaken
a study of the downtown
area to develop a plan for
the best use of the City's
commercial land.

The chamber recognizes
the need to undertake a ma-
jor downtown survey and
redevelopment plan," said

""James" Kennedy, Chamber
president.

The Chamber of Com-
merce prepared a request
for a study for the N.J.
State Planners Association
said Kennedy. Requests
were mailed out to 20 top
planners in the state, and
eight proposals to under-

take the downtown de-
velopment - plan were re-
ceived.

A subcommittee compos-
ed of Chamber members,
City officials and represen-
tatives from Merck & Co.
selected the consulting firm
of Harvey Moskowitz. Mer-
ck has given a corporate gift
of $20.000 to provide a cor-
nerstone for the redevelop-
ment plan, said Kennedy.

The nine month plan will
cost $40,000, according to
Kennedy. "Studies have
come and gone," he said.
"We will look at past studies
concerning the Parking Au-
thority and business reten-
tions and formulate an

Consultant selected to
undertake 40G plan

overalHook-at-the-area-to-
deterrnine what the best use
for this land is in the present
and future market"

The study will serve as a
tool, said Kennedy, and in
order to implement it there
must be a plan. "The plan
becomes a tool either for

-the-appointmeiit of a rede^
velopment agency or the Ci-
ty council as an agency,"
noted Kennedy.

The study will consist of
two categories. Moskowitz
will work in conjunction
with Planners Diversified,
Summit, a firm known for

G. Cleveland K-4ers
'take pledge'

in drug awareness program
by Pat DiMaggio

Third and 4th graders at
Grovcr Cleveland School
"took the pledge" lajst
Thursday when they were
enlisted into the ranks of
"Defenders Against Drugs."

All 22 police chiefs in
Union County and the
school superintendents from
every district have joined the
club as part of the continuing
countywide consciousness-
raising program for students
from kindergarten through
4th grade to teach them
about the dangers of drug
abuse.

Lt. Leo Uebelein, of the
Union County Prosecutor's
Office, accompanied by
Rahway Police Detective
Marc Schwartzbach, put on
an assembly program for
Grover Cleveland students
to ask them to become
Defenders Against Drugs.

"We've been working on
the problem of drugs year'
after year," Uebelein told
the students. "And we've
been doing a good job. We
go out and find those people

who sell and push drugs, put
handcuffs on them, and
bring them tojail. But we still
have a problem. We, as
police officers,~started to
think we could do more. We
decided to go out and find
the smartest, the strongest
and the best people to join
with us to help us in the fight
against drugs. We want you
kids Xo join with your
teachers and parents to work
together to become Defend-
ers Against Drugs."

The program began in
1985 when Uebelein, who
was then president of the
statewide NX Narcotic En-
forcement Officers Associa-
tion, developed a 25-minute
presentation using cartoon
characters, badges, a pledge
and bookcovers.

Each one of the students
agreed to become a Defend-
er Against Drugs and was
asked to recite, with Lt.
Uebelein, the following
pledge:

"I promise to be a
Defender Against Drugs at
home, at school and at play.

I promise, as a Defender
Against Drugs, to respect my
parents. I promise, as a
Defender Against Drugs, to
respect myleacners and the
police. I promise, as a De-
fender Against Drugs, to al-
ways keep my body healthy
and not to take any drug. I
promise to tell all my friends
and schoolmates not to
touch drugs. I promise to

love my country and our flag.
I promise, as a Defender
Against Drugs, to be the best
person I can be."

Similar programs will be
held at Roosevelt School on
March 8, and Madison
School on March 22.
Franklin School students
have already agreed to be-
come "Defenders."

Rahway has voice
in glee club concert

When the Dartmouth
Glee Club of Dartmouth
College in New Hampshire
appears in concert at Kent
Place School in Summit on
March 22, one of the voices
audiences will be hearing
will be that of Michael Gar-
cia of Rahway.

The glee club is making
just this one stop in New
Jersey on its 1989 Spring
tour.

General admission is $6 a
ticket. Sponsors and
Patrons paying $70 and

$35, respectively, per pair of
tickets get their names in
the printed concert pro-
gram.

Anyone interested in
hosting a student for a night
(there are 50 coming) during
the stopover in Summit
should call Tom Swartz at
1-212-2444500 (days), or
(201) 635-5483 (evenings).

The Kent Place School
parking lot is on Kent Place
Blvd., west of Morris Ave.
in Summit. The concert
starts at 8 p.m.

DEFENDERS... Third and 4tti graders of Rahway's Grover
Cleveland School proudly display the certificates acknow-
ledging, their participation In the fight against drugs. Pictured
with them are (back row, l-r) Rahway Police Detective Marc

Schwartzbach, Lt. Leo Uebelein of the Union County
Prosecutor's Office, and teachers Elaine Ross and Lucia
Lukasiewicz. -

icquiring
ing.

Banking institutions,
utility companies and com-
mercial land owners will be
solicited for funds for the
study which will begin on
March 15.

Opera
atRHS

The June Opera Festival
of NJ. will present "The
Ring of thefe^ccinet" to
students in. the Rahway
School District through a
generous grant from the
Merck & Company Founda-
tion. Students in grades
three through six in the Rah-
way School District will see
the opera on March 14 at the
Rahway High School.

One of The June Opera
Festival's goals is to develop
future audiences by educat-
ing today's youth about
opera. Integrating the arts
into education stimulates the
creativity of children and
develops in them a love of
the arfsTtvIichael Pratt, The
June Opera Festival's Artis-
tic Director, comments, "Ifs
really crucial now that we
start exciting children.
You've got toget them while
they arc young."

Bernard Holland, of the
New York Times, wrote
about The Ring of the Fet-
tuccines, "...this crash
course in opera history com-
presses every memorable
tune and every improbability
of plot into an amalgam of
tongue-in-cheek entertain-
ment."

The Ring of the Fettuc-
cines mixes some of the most
famous arias and music from
Mozart, Verdi, Bizet, Offen-
bach and others. All music is
performed in English by six
professional artists who sing
roles that are identified on
their T-shirts.

After introducing the
audience to the ingredients
of opera, the case dons
professional costumes as
they stage the story sur-
rounded by professionally
created scenery. The per-
formers pose, posture, swag-
ger, swoon, plot and perform
daring deeds as they poke
fan at the stereotypical
characters of grand opera.

Battered Women's
support groups

WomenAwitre,Iacofien
Battered Women's Support
Groups ia oar area. Weekly
day u d evening gronps
rorMo mppMtwe counsel-

to women who an e*
pcrkadag physical and/or
eaMtioaal abwe. Groups
are fa* and
OB 937-9525 for toe and
place.
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IT'S A START . . . Alan M. Gardiner (left), Director of
Local Government & Community Affairs for Merck & Co.
hands a $20,000 check to James Kennedy (right),
President of the Rahway Chamber of Commerce. Mer-
ck Is donating the 2OGs as a corporate gift toward the

cost of a 9-month study Ihe
through a consulting firm concerning
the city's downtown area. Looking on I*
member RUBS Taylor, V.P. of the Rttwrty 3a«*igi. In-
stitution. • • '• • •-•- ••'- -. •;rs-,'-';

OCTOGENARIAN . . . Rahway Golden K. Kiwanis members recently visited Cass
Begier at the Geriatric Center to help him celebrate his 85th birthday. Begier (center
foreground) is a lifetime member of the Golden K. .^___

wnai s
and read all over?

KRISTEN RICKES — of Rahway, daughter of Eric and
Judy Rickes and sister of Jennifer end Scott, has been
selected to participate in the Miss New Jersey Teen
USA Pageant "being held at the Somerset Hlton Hotel,
Somerset, the weekend of March 17-19. Each contes-
tant wB be judged in swknsuit, evening gown and per:
sonal interviews. The winner wil represent trie Garden
state at the national televised MISS TEEN USA
Pageant in Juty 1989. Kristen is a student at Union
CathoBc Regional High. She has been sponsored by:
Judy, Eric, Jennifer and Scott Rickes, Mrs. Edward
Rickes. Mr. Robert Rickes. Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Timari, Mr. ind Mrs. Robert Carboy. Mr. and Mr*. Ed-
ward O'Donnel. Mrs. Mary London, Mr. and Mrs. David
Wobtoy, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Schwartz. Dr. and Mm.
Norman Schwartz, and The Forum.

ON THE ROAD . . . New
State Trooper Stanley D.
Wojtkowski of Rahway is
among the graduates of
February's 112th State
Pofice Training Class in
West Trenton.

Waverly Kent
of Railway was recently
elected to a second one-jtar
term on the Board of Trust-
ees of the NJ Association
for Advancement of toe
Mentally Handicapped,
The AAMH is a non-profit
agency dedicated to helping
handicapped teens and
adults five productive, in-
dependent fives.

Johnson, the Senior Vice
President of Medical Re-
sources in Piscataway, is in-
volved with many /**«•m-
rrity « g « n » » i — , •****̂ 1'̂ -
ing the Rahway Conoemed
Citizens Action Organ-
ization, the New Brant***
Crvk: Association and New
Horizon, a boys borne in
Newark.
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