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Residents seek resumption
of courtesy busing

Meeting organizer critical of board actions
by Pat DiMaggio

Parochial school parents,
who have been affected by
the Railway Board of
Education's decision to
eliminate "courtesy busing"
for non-public school
children, met last week to
discuss ways in which they

The board then offered
the same service to those
non-public school students
who lived less than the state-
mandated 2-mile limit from
their schools. The practice,
known as "courtesy busing",
has continued until this year.

The board's decision to
could force the board~to~
reconsider their decision.

More than SO parents at-
tended the meeting held at
St John Vianney School, in
Coionia, to voice their dis-
pleasure over the board's ac-
tions. St. Mary's in Railway,
St Agnes .and St. John the
Apostle in Clark and St.
John Vianney. School were
represented at the meeting.

Before adopting their
1989-90 school budget, the
board decided to eliminate
"courtesy busing" for non-
public school children.
Present board policy for
public and non-public stu-
dents offers busing for stu-
denuingradeiK-dwholivc
more than 1 mile from
school, busing for students in
grades 7 and 8 who live more
than 2 miles from school and
busing for grades 9-12 for
students who live more than
2 -1/2 miles from school.

Starting in September,
busing will stay the same for
public school children. The
change will be in busing non-
public school children in
grades K-6 who fall below

~the state~guldelines~ in living
less than 2 miles from their
school.

Busing for grades K-6
under 2 miles .began in the
late 1960's as part of the
district's desegregation
plan, according to Super-
intendent of Schools Frank
Brunette. In order to achieve
racial equality, public schoo
students who had to trave
across town to attend
schools were bused.

eliminate this part ofTheir"
ransportation account
esulted from a financial

crisis", according to former
Board Member Robert
Munsey. At last month's
meeting of the board, several
parochial school parents
asked it to reconsider their
decision, citing safety haz-
ards if their children were
orced to walk to school.

The budget was ultimate-
y defeated by voters in the

April 4 election. A letter cir-
culated to voters at the time
asking them to defeat the
budget may have had an ad-
verse effect on the non-
public school parents in that
h frwdgrt niiist rftw be-cut

Pribush also charged
Board Member Munsey with
"intimidation". Munsey told
parents that if they did not
support the budget, "they
would not see courtesy
busing again*', said Pribush.
"I was shocked at the treat-
ment we received," she said.

made that courtesy busing
was eliminated because of a
budgetary crisis was out-
rageous," continued Pri-
bush. "Not only does the
board ignore the safety of

our own children, but by not
allocating money for the im-
provement of their cur-
riculum they are ignoring
their own students."

"We must form an active
organization to have repre-
sentation at every board
meeting," noted Pribush.

ThestatemenTThe1j6ard~""vVe will also be repre-p
senting the children of Rah-
way who need quality educa-
tion.

"The Board of Education
is sneering at us; they are
answerable to no one. No

one begrudges money spent
on education, but we'do
begrudge ihc 590,000 salary
for the superintendent," said
Pribush.

The N.J. Catholic Coun-
cil, in Cherry HilL has sug-
gested that parents under-
take a letter-wrlring canv"
paign to force the Senate to
hear Bill S-1905, which
would force school districts
who provide busing under
the state guideline for public
schools to extend the same

transportation to non-public
schoo] children, said Pri-
bush.

"The safety of our chil-
dren is our prime concern,''
continued Pribush. "We
must vote for caring, quali-
fied, board candidates. I

"h'opeThe"bndgerwibube"cut"
drastically by the council so
they will see we are making a
statement. The only educa-
tion we are getting from this
Board of Education is how
to soak a city."

Hartnett announces appointment of
Williams as general counsel to UCUA

further by Railway's City
Council.

Karen Pribush, who or-
ganized last week's meeting,
thanked those who voted
against the budget. She said
parochial school parents
must organize to keep an eye
on Board of Education ex-
penditures in the future.
Prihush said legally the
board could discontinue
their "courtesy busing"
policy and^cited~a~court~
decision allowing such an ex-
ample in Morris Township.

Pribush also said she was
unhappy with the treatment
parents received when they
approached the board last
month. She said Board
President Lillie Henderson
did not allow all the parents
to speak and removed the
microphone at one point to
end the discussion.

Former News Record,
Clark Patriot publisher

to chair Courier campaign

Rip" Collins-

At a press conference
called by Jim Courter, can-
didate for Governor, in
Union Township this week,
Loree "Rip" Collins, former
publisher of the Rahway
News Record and founding
Publisher of the Clark
Patriot, was named Cam-
paign Chairman of Union
County and CoChairman
of Jim Courier's statewide
campaign for Governor.
Collins was a former Union
County GOP Chairman and
a former Assemblyman.

At the same time Barbara
Curran, who was editor of
the Rahway News Record
and first editor of the Clark
Patriot, endorsed and in-
troduced the candidate.

Curran is a former
Assemblywoman and a
past President of the Public
Utilities Commission.

Collins said, "We have to
have a candidate who can
win in November. We have
to have a candidate who will
not be blamed for the major
problems the State is fac-
ing. We have to have a can-
didate with the charisma to
win the election and then
the suture to govern."

Barbara Curran introduc-
ed the candidate and in do-
ing so remarked that she
had endorsed Jim Courter
before and does so again for
the man who should be
Governor of the State of
New Jersey.

Joseph M. Hartnett,
Chairman of the Union
County Utilities Authority
(UCUA), has announced
the appointment of Jona-
than L. Williams of the law
firm of Fitzp&tnck & Israels
of Secaucus, as General
Counsel to the Authority.
"We are extremely proud to
be retaining such a distin-
guished attorney as
Jonathan Williams and
such a competent law firm
as Fitzpatrick & Israels to
serve the people of Union
County," Hartnett said.

Williams comes to the
Utilities Authority directly

Trom the state Attorney
General's office, where he
has been a Deputy Attor-
ney General since 1980.
For the past three-and-a-
half years, he has been the
Deputy Attorney General
in Charge of Litigation, a
major post in the Attorney
General's Offi^ responsible
for supervising all litigation
for the Division of Law.

Williams has personally
handled many noteworthy
cases for the State, most
recently his successful ac-
tion against New York City
in the famous "ocean dump-
ing^ case regarding pollu-
tion of N J. beaches by New
York City garbage. He has
personally represented
Governor Kean, the Chief
Justice of New Jersey, the
Superintendent of State
Police, and members of the
Governor's cabinet in a
variety of significant mat-
ters.

Fitzpatrick & Israels has
served numerous public
bodies in New Jersey, in
eluding nine utilities
authorities other than
Union County. The firm
has an extensive back
ground in public finance,
and, in 1988, was ranked
4th among all NJ. law
firms in volume of public
financings represented.

Attorneys of the firm are
also experienced in legal ser-
vices for solid waste financ-
ings, having provided such
services for a $137 million
financing for Bergen Coun-
ty, a $30 million financing
for Hudson County, a S320
million financing for Palm
Beach County in Florida,
and other solid waste pro-
jects.

Hartnett said that "hiring
one of the top attorneys
from the highest law en-
forcement office in the
State should give the people

of Union County full con-
idence that this Authority
means to move forward, ad-
hering to the highest stan-
dards of ethics and integri-
ty." "Additionally," he said,
"the wealth of experience of
the Fitzpatrick & Israels
firm, particularly in finan-
cial areas, will help us to
operate at peak efficiency."

"Our aim," Hartnett said,
is to have an Authority the

citizens of Union County
can be proud of — a public
agency which functions
professionally, with integri-
ty, and always in the public

interest. With this appoint-
ment, we show that we
mean what we say."

'Tra especially proud of
the process whittled tolhis
hiring," Hartnett said. "It
was highly professional and
a sharp contrast to the last
time this Authority hired its
general counsel." He ex-
plained that the. position
was advertised statewide,
formal specifications -were
used, and 17 law firms sub-
mitted proposals. "Only
after careful review and
consideration of these pro-

posals and in-depth inter-
views did we decide on a
finalist," Hartnett said, ad-
ding "and that's the way it
should be done." .

The firm wnHxHtoki an
annual fee of $60,000 for
performing the basic
General Counsel duties,
which was the lowest of the
17 proposals submitted,
which ranged up to
$260,000. "The icing on the
cake," the Chairman con-
cluded, "is that this firm
also had the lowest bid, so
we got a great law firm at
the lowest price."

The triumphal return
of General Washington

Most Americans are
aware that 200 years ago,
George Washington was in-
augurated as this nation's
1st President. In com-
memoration of that event,
his journey from Mount
Vernon, VA to New York
City is being re-enacted this
week.

In 1789, Washington em-
barked on a two-week
journey that included stops
in Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, New Jersey and
New York. This Sunday,
April 23, the Rahway His-
torical Society will host

* * • * • * * * * * • * *
* * * * * * * * * * * * *

MERCHANTS & DROV-
ERS Tavern, 1632 St.
Georges Ave., Rahway,
will host George Wash-
ington and company lor
breakfast the morning of
April 23.

General Washington at the
Merchants and Drovers Ta-
vern on St. George Avenue
from 7:30 to 9 a.m. The
State Constitutional Bi-
centennial Commission of
N.J. is coordinating the en-
tire event in New Jersey
and has scheduled all stops,
including Rahway, to be
historically accurate as to
time and location.

Although George's stop
in Rahway will be shon in
duration, he will be very
busy. As he enters Rahway,
Church bells will be rung
and he will be greeted at the
Tavern by local officials. He
will then walk to the adja-
cent Rahway Cemetery to
visit the grave of Abraham
Clark, a signer of the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. A tree will be plant-
ed on the Tavern grounds
to commemorate the occa-
sion.

Lastly, a private break-

fast will be served to
General Washington in the
Drovers, which will be open
for tours after General
Washington departs for
Elizabeth.

As a lead-in to the
Washington visit, the
Rahway Historical Society
will also conduct an open
house on Saturday, April 22
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
special event will include:

— Costumed singers and
balladeers performing 18th
Century folk songs and
music.

— Open hearth cooking
in the kitchen.

— Open bar serving
cider, metheglin and col-
onial wine.

— Gift Shop (Terrill
Tavern)

— Refreshments
— House tours
All citizens are urged to

fly American Flags on both
Saturday and Sunday in
honor of the occasion.

POSTHUMOUS HONOR... Accepting a commendation fromMayorIteln^ W w e o C
Richard Grftschke are his brother* and atotor, flobart Qrtochke, i

Gritschke remembered
By Pat DiMaggio

Long-time City employee
Richard Gritschke was me-
morialized by Railway's Ci-
ty Council last week for his
dedication in serving the
youth of the community.

Gritschke, who passed
away on March 3, served
for more than 32 years as a
dedicated public employee
of the City and for the past
ten years as director and

supciuiteudent

"Mr. Gritschke set in his
career an example ot me very
highest staudaids of luleguty,
dedication and effort on the
pubfc's behalf,- said Mayor
Daniel L. Martin. "His Be
and puboc canscr wffl soiwer
serve as a good exampfc far j
future gtuuauuot and wsl
always reflect honor on the
City of Rahway and pubic
servioe."
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Kindness
animal warden slot

'Garbage patrols' suggested to
combat Illegal dumping '

by Pat DiMaggio
Rahway's Municipal

Council approved a new
^ i l

p
animal

would be needed to dean aD.
the accumulated trash in
the area. Calling the woods

services at its regular meet-
ing last week, andlistenedto
a complaint from a City resi-
dent about "atrocious" con-
ditions on a baseball field.

The council approved an
agreement between the City
and the Corporation of N J.
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, Union
County Branch, also known
as Kindness Kennels. The
contract, for $15,600 per
year, will provide animal
warden services for resi-
dents of Rahway.

Kindness Kennels acted
as warden for several years
before the City contracted
with Garden State Kennels,
Stirling, for the past two
years, according to Francis
Scnkowsky, City Clerk. Resi-
dents have complained
about Garden State's hours
of operation and poor ser-
vice.

The contract with Kind-
ness Kennels, located on St
Georges Avenue, was ap-
proved as the low bidder.

Betty Burnette, speaking
on behalf of the Citizen's
Youth Recreation Commit-
tee (CYRC) organization,
asked the council for their
help in alleviating conditions

ground", McLeod agreed
the City had some respon-
sibility for clean-up, but
stressed that- most of the
property was privately
owned.

Business Administrator
Joseph Hartnett said the
county has tentatively
agreed to fund field inspec-
tors. He also suggested in-
volving the local police and
emergency management
coordinator in what he
termed "garbage patrols".

In other business, the

at the Madden Park baseball
field. She said trash w*s
atrocious" at the field, bor-

dered by Capobianca Plaza
and a wooded area.

These woods have be-
come a <hir"p'"g ground,'*
Burnette said. "It is a health
hazard to the children on the
field. Children have been
withdrawn from the baseball
program because of tUs ac-

Durmate said people have
aedAcfieRfotataraydcaaed (he fie,

tat the garbage H a g tke.
streets aad Ns> woods Ma

sdanatnead-alapp
meat to the lease a^eesneat
with Suburban G U e v a r a .
•pw «imm| rent charged to
Suburban will be raised front
S*J0O0 to S&0OO and shaflbe
increased by the greater of
either the percentage o f
Suburban's basic service
rate increase over die prior
vcar.orbytnerrnTntageia-
crease in the most reoeat 12-
month Consumer Price
Index for the Northern New
Jersey/New York Metro-

by the VS. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, effective as of the
1990 lease year.

Rahway downtown properly
owners up in arms

Property owners in the
downtown area of Rahway
are up in arms over the
astounding values that
Certified Valuations have
placed on their properties,
considering the further
deterioration of already dif-
ficult retail conditions.

In most cases, the owners
would be overjoyed if they
could seQ at anywhere near
the figures submitted. Some
owners spoke of valuations
over two tunes the rfamna-
ble selling price for the pro-
perties. Sam Shafran, a pro-p p
perty owner and member of

Hole:.

HAaconc

the Rahway Chamber of
Commerce, is spearheading
the committee which bat
tried to inform the pubic o f
their rights and remedie* if
they have been uafaUr
treated in tbea* •?•»'"*•"•»

Appeals can be made 10
die Union County Board 5*,
Taxation and \"
the Tax C o a t
and
resolve the

g
the Tax Asaaaui'i

eliminate the

load

astoettfctt**
"T^«T»>-

. . . ' ,«J^«ujtiJl

McLeod said a1
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