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Incinerator airing

Turnout fo

r DEP hearing

‘is surprisingly light

by Pat DiMaggio

Officials almost out-
numbered the residents who
attended the Department of
Environmental Protection’s
public hearing on the per-
mit process for the proposed
resource recovery facility to
be built in Rahway.

The DEP wekomed pub-
lic comment Monday after-
noon on the proposal to
build "and operats ‘a nass

burn_ ingi 0,

Tocstal on Rottes Y asd 9
More than 30 represen-
tatives of the DEP, the
Union County Utilities
Authority and Ogden Mar-
tin Systems were available
to listzn to comments and

criticisms from the approx-.

" imitely 40 citizeps who at-
tended the hearing in the
Rahway High School audi-

The incinerator will be
designed, constructed and
operated by Ogden Martin
Systems Union, Ine. and
will be located on a 22-acre
sitc borfered by . U.S.
Routes 1/and 9 and Patter-
son Avénue in Rahway.
The facllity will have the
capacity to process 1,440
tons of refuse per day. Com-

igl operation is sche-
duled;to begin in April of

1991/

M‘ny of the speakers
werd from other towns and
represenicd focal, state and
grassroots organizations.
Praponents for the facility

cstressed  cost effectiveness
and safety. Opponents cited
financial burdens and
health hazards,

Debbie Hart, represent-
ing the Consulting Engh-
neers Council of N.J., urged
‘the DEP to issue the permit.
“The council supports in-

‘cineration as one compo-

" nient of the overall plan for
the 3olid waste problem”
said ~*Time is running
out and recycling itself can-
not 3o the whole job.”

Union County’s plan of
recykling, incineration and
the ; utilization of landfills
waq also approved by Erica
Shifman. “I support the ef-
forjs of the officials who
haye planned for safe dis-
podal of our garbage,” she
said. “When operated by
trdined professionals, re-
source recovery will be

"béneficial to the entire
chunty,”
r“From Rahway'’s stand-

said Mayor Daniel Martin.
“We've worked closely with
the UCUA, the DEP and
the Department of Trans-
portation in our attempt to
feave no stone unturned.
This is the day we've been
looking forward to for
several years.”

Many of the opponents
of the incinerator were just
as vocal in their comments
ageinst the facility. Bddie

A8mith. saig_residents_wers
living in an “unfortunate’

community”. “Information
we've received suggests we
are going down the wrong
path with resource recov-
ery,” he said.
Smith cites health
hazards - -associated - -with
mass-burn incineratoss,
especially to residents of the
4th Ward. He also question-
ed proper use of the land on
which the facility will be

accordance with ECRA re-
Smith.

soive Union County's waste
problem was calied “ob-
solete” by Neil Seldman,
Director of Waste Uliliza-
tion for the Institute for
Local Salf-reliance, Wash:
ington, D.C. “Because the
cost of mass burn has risen,
new technalogies, including
SOuUrce separation, are now
commercially available,” he
noted.

“I urge the DEP to un-
demstand how new techno
logies are allowing commu-
nitics to recycle and reduce
waste by pollution free
means,” Seldman said. “I
urge the DEP to use stricter
scientific standards and to
suspend any further discus-
sions on this plan.”

Assemblyman William
Pascrell, co-sponsor of a bill
that would place a morato-
rivm on the construction of
incinerators, also spoke
vehemently against the fa-
cility. “Mass burn incine-
rators are a failed tech-
nology,” he said.

“I ask the people of
Rahway 10 fight this with
every ounce of encrgy,”
Pascrell said, “It will be an
environmental nightmare
and a fiscal nightmare. Tax-
payers deserve better. We

can't afford to build an in-

built. The site was previous- | g
ly used as a municipal and I,

private landfill and was not | &
cleancd-up before the salein |4

gulations, according to |

The technology used to |,

cinerator in the state of
New Jersey.”

Ann Parker eloquently
summed up the feclings of
many of the residents in at-
tendance and especially

| those in the 4th Ward when

she cited emissions from the
facility and the health
hazards involved.“We've
been told the incinerator
will lower our taxes,” said

Parker. “But what good will
a few more dollars do us
when our children are ex-
posed to chemicals coming
from the smokestacks?
What good will a few more
dollars do us when we plant
our gardens but we can’t eat
our vegetables? What good
will 8 few more dollars
mean when we are afraid
for our children playing

DT NN

Labor Day |

garbage pick up for Rahway

There will be no garbage
collection on Labor Day,
Monday September 4.

Garbage will be picked

up on your next regularly
scheduled day.

trucks-on our streets? [ wish
the officials spent as much
time investigating recycling
s they have in planning a
multimillion dollar health
hmd-” .

The public comment pe-
riod will end on September
12 and those residents who
were unable to attend the

Sara H. (Sally) Hogan,
+ormetly -5r.Program “and
Membership Director  at
Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, starts September 1
as the new Executive Direc-
tor for the Rahway Y. She
brings the experience of her
11 vears of increasing re-
sponsibilities at Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, starting from
program and leading to ad-
ministrative roles.

Hogan has an extensive
background in aguatics,
having served on the East
Field Committee for the Y.
She also has been involved
in the Area Program Cabi
net.

These committees have
siressed the importance of
YMCA professionals in the
continued growth of the Y

publicheaxingwi]]bcaibw-
ed to address therr com-
ments to Edward J. Lon-
dres, P.E., Assistant Direc-
tor, Division: of Solid Waste
Management, N.J. Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection, CN 414, 401

East State Street, Trenton,
N.J. 08625; (609) 292-6724.

”Rﬂmv ryn P'm

new exec

mission of providing ser- |
- vices and aciivities that help

all people to develop in
mind, body and spirit; to
fulfil their responsibilities
to one another and the com-
munity and to improve the
quality of life.

Hogan is Jeoking forward
to continuing the growth of
the Rahway Y as it strives
to meet the community
needs through Y programs
and goals. Her knowledge
of finance and budgeting
have played a significant
part in the plapning and
development of sustaining
and capital campaigns for
Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

These strengths will be
extremely valuable in help-
ing the Rahway Y as they
continue their renovation
and modemization.

Hogan has a BA. in
Physical Education from
MacMurray Colkge in I
Lnois and an MS. in
Recreation from Indians
University. She and her
husband and three children
reside in Fanwood, where
she is a member of the PTA
and the Scotch Plains Wo-
men's Club.

No recycling
pick-up
Labor Day

The Unim‘: County
Ulilities Authority (UCUA)
kas announced that there
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IS A KEEPER...Colin Hartnett hokds a prize catfish aught o Rt

Department’s Summer Playground Fishing Derty at Rahway River Pel.

Fishing

Over 279 contestants par-
ticipated in Rahway’s an-
nual Fishing Derby held
this year at Rahway River
Park.

Winpers in the 8 and
under boys and girls
smallest included Sam
Tayts and Kimberly
Prakapas with a 3% and 4
inch sunfish ¢ach while
Charles Gibson and Melissa
Bondar hed a 7% inch and
a 1034 inch catfish each.

Prizewinners in the 9 &
10 2ge group were: Jason
Tiffany, Nick Schneider
and Tara Ball with 3%; inch
and 4% inch small sunfish
each while Andrew Grygo
with a 7% inch catfish and
Laura Toth with & 11 inch
catfish had the largest.

In the 11 and 12 age
bracket we had Doug Sager,
Debra Milano, and
LaWana Byrd with 3
inch, 44 iach & 414 iné¢h
sunfish in the small
category respectively while

David Kopecky, Scott Rad-

tke and Sybil Foushee had
11 ingh, 11 inch and 7 inch
catfish and sunfish in the
largest category each.

Derby 198
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ITS A BIG ONEL...Laura Toth hoids & prize winning

inch catfish caught at the Ratway River Park et i
Recreation Departmant summer fabing
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SPECIAL GIFT . . . Rahway resident Bob Wick, center, and hig dsughter Donna, right, presentd|
a chack for $12,000 to Mary Reick, R.N., Nursa Coordinator for Rehway Hospital Hospice, The [
funds wers raised at the 1st annual Harriet Wick Memortal Dinner/Dance. The success of the
und-raiser was dus to the Urelass attorts of the sntire Wick family snd thely friends who pulied )l
tagether 10 collect donations for a raffie, el tickets, and even cook and serve dinnes for theg
wvant. Hospice will allocate the donation to patient services.




