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Ghamber lays groundwork for central
business district revitalization

Rahway Chamber of
Commerce President James
Kennedy called a special
meeting to reveal the results
of a master plan for the city,
developed for the Chamber

of Commerce. The meeting -

was hosted by Merck &
Co., whose cooperation
with the Chamber of Com-
Eercc made the study possi-

e,

The more than 40 atten-
dees including representa-
tives of the retail, industrial,
banking, rcal estatc and
publishing community.
Hartz Mountain, which has
contracted with the city to
develop the tract behind Ci-
2" Hall, also was represent-

Harvey 8. Moskowilz
Inc. and Planners Diver-
sified showed maps of the
downtown area with recom-
mendations for making a
dramatic change within the
area.

Marcia Shiffman of the
Moskowitz group gave a
report on the survey that
was mailed to 220 down-
town merchants. She noted
that replies were received
from 75 and commented on
their concerns.

., “One._problem is -a vory

high vacancy rate in the.

buildings, about 11
percent,” said Shiffman. “It
still hasn’t turned around
completely.”

- --She-also spoke of the-in-

- fluence of the Rahway Cor-
porate Center deal behind
City Hall and the down-
town train station.

“The extent of present
retail space also is very
small,” said Shiffman.
“There is over 400,000
square feet of space to use
in that area, but only about
150,000 is retail.” :

The area being con-
sidered for improvements
stretches from Main Street
up to Seminary Avenue and
Irving Street and across
from Campell Street to the
Rahway River.

Shiffman said most of the
buildings in the area are
well-kept, but do not offer a
great physical appeal. She

said large numbers of histor-
ical sights are being
overlooked for their poten-
tial, and that a third of alf:
downtown buildings were
constructed prior to 1900.

“Parking is also a major
concern and is always an
issue,” said Shiffman.
“There is a lack of short-
term  parking, commuter
parking dnd there is
overzealous parking en-
forcement.

Following the report,
recommendations were
made, including splitting
the area into Iwo sections 10
work within.

The first area, south of
the railroad station, is most-
ly retail sheps which should
expand on their markets
and add parking, Shiffmar
said.

“This includes the largest
picce of vacated Jand in the
downtown,” said Shiffman.

North of the railrcad
tracks inciudes mostly in-
stitutional land for banks,
clubs and freestanding resi-
dential areas, Shiffman said.
Zoning laws, she said,
should be changed to de-
emphasize retail in this arca
and bring in development.

Other recommendations
included:

B Strengthening the
commitment to the down-
town area by establishing

.an . organization _solely

dedicated to the project, in-
cluding a manager and ade-
quate budgel.

W Develop a marketing
and public relations cam-
paign,

B Encourage a 24-hour
presence in the downtown
area through rezoning and
upper-story residential
development.

@ Encourage private in-
vestment and create design
standards.

R Provide for future
parking expansion and link
development with Rahway
Cerporate Center plan.

While no specific cost
estiimates have been an-
nounced, several financing
possibilities were discussed,

including private invest-
ment, the Union County
Economic Development
Corporation, N.J. Urban
Development and the N.J.

Economic Development| '

Authority,

“We can looX at all these
different programs,” said
Fred Michaeli of Planners
Diversificd. “We have to
figure out a program that
will turn around the down-
lown.”

Moskowitz said a detailed :

plan could be available for
implementation within a
year, and the recommenda-
tions should be in place
within five years.

Rahway Community De-
velopment Director Tho-
mas Connell said city offi-
cials are glad to see all dif-
ferént facets of the com-

thunity in one plan. He no-

ted that in the past, “we
have never been able to as-
semble all of the players.
Jim Kennedy of the Cham-
ber of Commerce should be
congrawlated for this ac-
complishment.”

Chamber President Ken-
nedy said this plan differs
form similar initiatives in
past years becausc all neces-
sary groups are involved.

Open House

at historic
taverns

The Rahway Historical
Society will hold an open
house Sunday, November
19 from | p.m. to 4 p.m.
Highlights will include
house tours, a “warking”
bar, open hearth cooking
and & rug-weaving
demonstration,

The newly renovated gift
shop located in the Terrill
Tavern will also be open for
carly holiday shopping con-
venience.

The historic taverns are
located on St. Georges
‘Avenue at the intersection
of Westfield Avenue.

Railroads promise cooperation
in station improvements

New staircase to be built; North sta;ion to get facelift
Pigeon mess poses stickiest problem

by Pat DiMaggio

Residents can look for-
ward to improved conditions
at the City's railroad stations

_ after promises of coopera-
tion from N.J. Transit and
Amtrak,

Councilman Alex Sbiplcy,
chairman of a committes
workiog toward improving
the City's railroad stations
and property, announced at
Monday night's council
meeting that railroad repre-
seotatives have approved
plans for upgrading stair-
ways, ticket offices and plat-
forms.

At a November 8 mecting
atiended by three repre-
seotatives from N.J. Transit,
iwo reprosentatives from
Amirak, Commuaity De-
velopment Director Thomas
Conncll and Shipley, plans
were anpounced to con-
siruct & new staircase at tho
maln station by eurly apring.
A staircase on the Irving/
Chonry Streot eotrance of
tho station will be repaired

and rc-opencd sometime
during the summer, accord-
ing to Shipley.

Rahway’s North Station
will also receive a face-lift
through the cooperation of
Mcrck and Company, said
Shipley. “Plans still need to
be Enaliu:d with Merck's en-
ginecrs, but we see a bright
future for the North Sta-
tion,” he noted.

Early-morning com-
muters may have witnessed
crews washing down the sta-

"tion. The platform has been

painted and windows re-
moved. “N.J. Transit has
really been pumping a lot of
moncy into Ralway during
the past few momgs,” said
Shipley. Futurc plans alsoin-
clude redesigning the maln
ticket office.

Amtrak gngineers bhave
zlao examined the Cily's
underpasses and deter-

. | mined .that they are struc-

t sound. under-
biend Sor poeltion on sor

thetics and they are part of
our continuing discussions,”
noted Shipley.

Unde: 8 are current-
ly being cleaned and debris
being removed.

Clean-up and repair work
will continue but the

roblem of pigeons roosting
n underpasses remains,
“Nobody really knows what
to do about them,” said
Shipley. “They pose a
serious problem and I don't
know how it-will be
resolved.”

Rahway youth
makes W-H
Honar Roll

Jetfrey A. Frimpter of
Rahway, a 6th grade student
at the Wardlaw-Hartrid
Lower School in Plainfie
has been named to the
school's Honor Roll for the
1st markiog period of the
curreat | yoar.
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RAHWAY REVITALIZATION PLAN...James Kepn-
nedy, Prasident of the Rahway Chamber of Commerce,
is shown with Marcla Shiffman of the Harvey S,
Moskowitz Inc. planner's organization studying a map of
the revitalization at a special Chamber of Commerce
meeting at Merck & Co. Shiffman explained #hé results
of their 8-month study of the Rahway downtown dis-
trict, Maps were displayed to show how and what would
have tc be done to bring about the revitalization. Ken-
nedy sald meelings for that purpose will be held at
regular intervals with ail perticipants in the’ targeted

area.

Residents see health
“hazard in stored RR ties

City critized for fack of action

by Pat DiMaggio

Despite promises of im-
proved community relations
betwer 1 the City and rail-
road cxccutives, 1Wo resi-
dents asked the Municipal
Council for kelp in alleviat-
ing what they called a
“health hazard” caused by
Amlrak.

Sal D'Addario of Broad
Street and Richard Riker of
West Albert Street, cited
Amtrak for crealing a
“health hazard” by storing
new and used creosole
coated railroad tics on
property bordering Hazel-
wood Avenuc and Broad
Street.

“This problem has been
going on for over three
years,” said D'Addario.
“We've been trying to get
you people to do some-
thing.” D'Addario said he
has contacted the City's
Hecalth Department and
Building Department and
has spoken to officials from
the Fire and Police Depart-
ments,

Riker said his wife, who
suffers from asthma, has
been unable to remain in

9

HONORED . . . Residents. honorad with Community Servics Awards ot

their home because of the
crcosote fumes,

Amtrak, which owns the
property adjacent Lo Hazel-

wood Avenue and the rear of
the former Purolator park- |

ing lot, has been working to
replace railroad ties on the
tracks, D’Addario and Rike
have Amirak with
using the site (o store equip-
ment and up to 3,000 rail-
road ties at one time. The
sidewalk has also been
damaged from debris falling
from the raised elevation.

Last Wedaesday, the
Middlcsex Health Depart-
ment closed down Amtrak's
operations because of a run-
off of polluted water into the
storm drains, said D'Ad-
dario, Rain water soaking
through the creosote caused
clevated levels of phosphate
which violated water pollu-
tion laws. However, work
continued two days later,

The Rahway Fire Depart-
ment has alzo declared the
area a fire hazard, according
ta D’Addario.

“This is definitely a health
hazard,” said Riker. “It's a
big problem.”

Council President Walter
McLeod said the council
would investigate the matter
and issue areport on its find-

Awards Dinner are (loft 10 right}: Mildred Holmes

James Ealey, Nathan Givene,

N

N
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URBAN FRAMEWORK . ..

constiiting downtown Rahway: Institutional ¢ses predominals
on Irving Strest, residential on West Maln and higher density business uses on Main Strest and around the train station. The
revitalization pian calls for concentration of future retail activity in the retall core (south of the raiircad) with residéntial develop-

ment. The *institutional comdor north of the railroad should aliow mixed uses,

NAAGP honors members for community service

by Pat DiMaggio

The Rahway Branch of
the National Association for
the Advancement of
Colored Pecple (NAACP)
honored members for their
contributions to community
service at a dinner held on
November 10 at the Land-
mark Inn,

Communily Service
Awards were preseated to
Mrs. Mildred Holmes Den-
son, Reverend James Ealey,
Nathan Givens, Mrs. Lou-
venia Hill and Donald Parks.

Mrs. Denson has served
her community as an active
member of the Rabway
Branch of the NAACPin the

Parka,

following capacitics: ad-
visor/director; 3rd vice-
presideat; coordinator of af-
fairs/activities; recording
secretary; corresponding
secretary; member of the ex-
ecutive board, labor com-
mittee and housing commit-
tec; founder of the Hall of
Fame Award; and as one of
the founders of the NAA
CP's Scholarship Awards
Committee.

As Pastor of the 2nd Bap-
tist Church for the past 22
years, Rev. James Ealey has
worked for civic, social and
political organizations for
tbe purpose of progress
through better human rela-
tions. He served as a mem-
ber of the first Board of
Directors for the JFK Com-

member of the Rahway
Planning Board and has
served asits chainman for the
pasteight years. .

Nate Giveas is a member
of the Chamber of
Commerce, the Rahway

Asociation

Rahway Section of the Na-
tional Council of Negro
Women, Mrs. Louvenia
Baker Hill is an active par-
ticipant in many state and
local projects and outreach
ograms. Hill

rarunchcd the Teenage
Awarcness and Pregnancy
Prevention Program which
Continucs 10 KCIVE 23 A posi-
tive influence on the lives of
teenagers in Rahway,

A native of Rahway,
Donald Parks continues to
scrve the communily as a
member of the Male Chorus
of the Progressive Baptist
Church, as 2 member of the
Prayer Band and Seanior
Choir and s a member of
the A.L. Fuller Spiritual
Voices. He is a former com-
mitteeman of the 4th Ward
and a former financiat §
secretary of the Rabway
Democratic Clob.

Membership Plaques were
Robert P. Arrx LilEan
Stateman Chester
Holmes; Callic Panaell;
Johnnie E. Pasnell; Shi

J. Palmer; Alberta,

J,, Frankie C, Lea-
nie M., Mich_lel A, and
D. Thomas; the Rev.
Richard H. Woods; and
Louis Crawley (posths-
mously).

But Rhett,
what would
NED say?




