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Jim Kennedy to run for Rahway
Mayor in Democratic Primary

Kennedy: 'It's time to end business as usual at City Hair

MIRACLE-MAKERS'... Terry DeCarlo (left) oi the Greater Eastern Union County Board ot Real-
tors and Alex Medvigy (center), president of the Rahway Kiwanis Club lend a hand to Jonathan
B. Bell of the Z-100 Morning Zoo and his young friend Kristie by selling tickets for the Miracle
Mother's Day Raffle, an annual event for the Children's Miracle Network Telethon. The funds
raised from ticket sales will be presented during the Telethon on June 2 and 3. The 21-hour
Telethon benefits 161 children's institutions across the country, including Children's Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside and Children's Hospital of N.J. in Newark. Locally the Children's
Miracle Network Telethon is aired on Suburban Cablevision TV3. Raffle tickets are $1 each, and
prizes include special vacation trips, a computer and a cordless phone. The raffle drawing will
be on May 17. For more information call 233-3412.

Jim Kennedy officially
announced on Tuesday his
candidacy for Mayor of
Rahway by entering the
June Democratic Primary.
At the announcement, at
the Towne House
Restaurant on Main Street,
Kennedy was joined by
family members, scores of
supporters and his new
council slate of James
Jones, Sal Mione and Nan-
cy Saliga.

Kennedy began his
speech by recalling that
Rahway was his hometown
and it was where he had
chosen to raise his family.
However, he noted "After
20 years of the same ad-
ministration, it's time for a
change. The current people
aren't evil, but they're tired
and they've forgotten their
commitment to public ser-
vice. The evidence is
everywhere — a property
tax rate that's gone through
the roof to a bureaucracy
capped by salaries more .fit-
ting to major league
baseball than a small town
like Rahway. It's time to
end business as usual in Ci-
ty Hall."

Kennedy, 37, cited his
and his wife's long history
of community involvement
in Rahway. These include
his presidency of the
Rahway Chamber of Com-
merce, the Kiwanis Club
and leadership positions in
the Rahway YMCA and

School budget must be trimmed
to keep peace with taxpayers

State aid cuts must be reflected at local level
Present tentative budget would impose 13-pt. tax increase

by Pat DiMaggio
Il's back to the drawing

boards for Railway's Board
of Education as they try to
trim their budget to lessen
the impact on taxpayers. At
a meeting held last week,
Business Administrator An-
thony Rocco, Jr. notified the
board that it would be
receiving less monies than
expected in state aid.

The board must now
decide if it wants to stay wiua
a 10 percent inerease or try
to trim expenses down to a 9
percent increase.

In his budget message,
Governor James Florio said
that funding for education
would be at the 83 percent
level for the next budget
year. However, this 83 per-
cent figure does not include
equalization aid, said Rocco,
which will be funded at the
41 percent level.

"We will be receiving $2.3
million less than full funding,
the worst hit on state aid
since I've been the business
administrator (19 years),"
said Rocco. The cut in
financing means approxi-
mately $480,000 less in state
aid than the district is cur-
rently receiving.

Full funding from the state
would have resulted in a five-
point tax increase. Under
the new formula, however,
taxes would raise by 13
points in the board's tenta-

tive $22.7 million budget is
approved. For a home as-
sessed at $140,000, home-
owners would pay an addi-
tional $182 per year for
school purposes.

"When education is not
fully funded, the respon-
sibility passes from the state
to the taxpayer," said Rocco.
"When homeowners sec
their tax bill, they shouldn't
blames-it here and they
shouldn't blame, the ad-
ministration. They should
blame it on their legislators,
that's where it belongs."

The Finance Committee,
chaired by Eugene Moran
and consisting of Raymond
Grimes, Mario Kurylak and
Antonio Garay, will con-
tinue to look for areas of
reduction in the budget. The
committee asked the board
for recommendations in
areas to be reduced.

One area of contention is
$63,000 included in the
budget to reinstate "cour-
tesy busing" to non-public
school students. The board
took a backlashing of disap-
proval from parochial school
parents last year when they
deleted that service from
their budget.

"This is a frill that docs not
belong there'" said Grimes.
"We should keep this money
in the educational account.
We would just be opening up

a Pandora's Box, and it
would appear as if this board
can be intimidated by
minority opinion."

Board Member Lillic
Henderson also asked the
board not to cut educational
programs. "This is a bite-
the-bullct budget, but if we
want the best education for
our students, we have to pay
for it.'

Another area open for
reduction is the Service-
master account which costs
the district $192,000 for cus-
todial and janitorial services
and supplies. Several board
members were interested in

the American Heart
Association. His wife serves
on the Rahway Board of
Education.

Kennedy pointed out,
"You can serve people in
important ways'other than
putting your name on the
ballot. The Chamber of
Commerce, the Kiwanis,
the Heart Association and
the YMCA have all helped
make Rahway better. But
too many people have come
up to me and said that
Rahway needed a change
— and they were kind
enough to suggest that I
could lead that change.
Running for Mayor is the
next logical step in serving
my neighbors."

"The failure to sensibly
develop the tract of land
behind City Hall is a prime
example of this administra-
tion's mismanagement"
noted Kennedy. "While
there has been a tremen-
dous increase in. the cost of
running city gjpivernment
under the Martin/Hartnett
administration, the cost to
taxpayers has been com-
pounded because of missed
opportunities and the lack
of long-term planned
development."

Kennedy, who has
proudly supported every
major Democratic can-
didate, welcomed all con-
cerned citizens to support
him in the Democratic
primary. "Now is the time
for our city government and
Democratic party to be
open and responsive to the
legitimate needs of Rahway
citizens. During the past
several years there has been

comparing the costs of Scr
vicemaster with district per
sonncl to take over the su
pcrvision and maintenance
of the buildings and grounds.

Finance Committee
Chairman Eugene Moran
said the committee would be
working to try to reduce the
increase in the budget from
10.4 percent down to 9 per-
cent. The committee will
continue to meet to discuss
possible reductions in the
budget in Preparation for
the April 3 public hearing to
be held at 8:30 p.m. in the In-
termediate School
auditorium.

• What would*)
NED say?

( p a g e 2 )

a disturbing trend toward
closed government. My ad-
ministration would invite
members of the business
community, volunteer
organizations and govern-
ment officials to begin to
design a long-term financial
and policy agenda for the ci-
ty. We must begin to reach
out to all concerned citizens
as to how Rahway should
proceed in the next decade.
But before we can move
forward, we have to end
business as usual."

The council ticket is
made up of James Jones,
Funeral Director at Jones
Funeral Home and a former
Peace Corps Volunteer, Sal
Mione, an employee of
Dean Witter Trust Com-
pany and a Vietnam
veteran and Nancy Saliga, a
member of Re/Max realty.

KENNEDY TEAM... (left to right): Sal Mione, Nancy Saliga. James Jones, James Kennedy, at - v
Railway's Towne House Restaurant where their decision to enter the Democratic primary was - : -
announced Tuesday. > '-<

Mayor submits recommended
budget to council

Characterizes it as 'status quoisfarascityservicesJ-
Mayor Daniel L. Martin

recently submitted his 1990
recommended municipal
budget to the City Council. It
contains an increase of 3 tax
points of $44 to the owner of
a home assessed at $147,000,
which is the average home
assessment for the com-
munity. Under the Mayor's
proposal, the tax rate for
local government would go
from 82c p ^ hundred dol-
lars of assessed valuation to
85c.

The Mayor stated that
"after carefully studying the
information available thus
far on State and federal aid
to municipalities" he
believed his proposal was
"prudent, conservative, and
strictly a status quo proposal
as far as City services." He

stressed, however, "this is
only the beginning of our
municipal budget process,
and things could get better
or they could get worse. No
matter what happens in
Trenton or Washington, we
will do our job of keeping
those costs we can control to
an absolute minimum."

The Mayor noted that, as
far as revenues coming into
the City, he had "zeroed out
those areas where the new
administration in Trenton
has indicated it is cutting."
These include State
Revenue Sharing, Safe
Neighborhoods Program
Aid, and Slate highway light-
ing reimbursement. He also
explained he had "put in
zero for proceeds from sell-

CYRC Pop Warner Football,
cheer squad registration

The Rahway Citizens
Youth Recreation Commit-
tee (CYRC) announces
registration for the 1990
CYRC Chiefs Pop Warner
Football and Cheerleading
season. Registration is
scheduled for Saturday,
March 31, from 9 a.m. to
noon at the Claude Rccd
Center, comer of Irving St.
and Seminary Ave., Rahway.

To be eligible to play fool-
ball you must be born not
earlier than Aug. 1,1975, and
not later than July 31,1982.
Players compete on a
separate levels of play,

broken down by age and
weight. Eligible range of
weight is 50 to 135 lbs.

To be a cheerleader you
must be born not earlier than
Aug. 1, 1976 and not later
than July 31, 1982. Cheer-
leaders arc divided into
three teams by age. Team
size is limited, so tryouts will
take place at a later date.

Needed at the time of
registration is a copy of
child's birth certificate, a
current, non-returnable
photograph and a registra-
tion fee of $25 per child, S35
for 2 or more in family.

State exonerates Mayor on
budget delay accusations

The Office of the Mayor
has released a letter from the
State of New Jersey com-
pletely exonerating Mayor
Daniel L. Martin from any
supposed improper actions
regarding submission of the
1990 municipal budget. The
letter was written to
Republican Council Mem-
bers Michael. Esposito,
Katherinc Fulcomcr, and
William Wnuck in response
to charges they had made
against the Mayor. It was
signed by Mr. Barry
Skokowski, Director of the
State Division of Local
Government Services.

Mayor Daniel L. Martin
stated, "As this letter clearly
demonstrates, the charges
made by the Republicans
were untrue." They were
made strictly for the purpose
of getting publicity," the
Mayor said. The Mayor
repeated his call of last week
for "more statesmanship in
City government and less
partisanship on the part of
these three individuals."

The complete text of the

State letter follows:
Dear Councilpcrsons:

This is in response to your
letter concerning this year's
municipal budget calendar.

As you are probably
aware, the dates for intro-
duction, approval and adop-
tion of municipal budgets
have been extended this year
pursuant to the powers
granted the Director under
P.L. 1989, c. 31. The ap-
plicable target dales for 1990
are February 24 for intro-
duction and approval and
April 3 for adoption. If these
dates arc not met, NJ.SA.
40A:4-15 provides for late
approval of a budget. It
states that "the director may
certify any budget not filed
with him within the time
prescribed. Such budget
must be accompanied by a
statement of reasons, satis-
factory to the director, for
such delay." Based upon
your letter and attached
memorandum from the
Mayor, we would expect
such a statement when the
budget is submitted to Tren-
ton. At that time, the reasons

for delay will be made part of
our budget examination.

In addition to extending
the budget timetable this
year, I must indicate to your
that this office recognizes
apparent difficulties in
budget preparation which is
further made difficult for
those municipalities par-
ticipating in the Municipal
Revitalization Programs
(formerly the Distressed
Cities Program). Such par-
ticipants will have our for-
bearance in adopting a
realistic budget for the com-
ing year.

Lastly, preparation of
municipal budgets prior to
submission to our office in
Trenton is largely a local
matter for which this office
can only take action
prospcctivcly.

I trust I have responded to
your correspondence in full
I hope in this difficult fiscal
year the matters you raise
will be resolved to the satis-
faction of all parties con-
cerned.

(signed) Barry Skokow-
ski
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ing-off City property" ad-
ding "we're taking a wait-
and-see attitude on that, but
if Trenton hurts us on aid
we're going to have to pursue,
this issue. '"

"The taxpayers have been
taking a real battering,"
Martin said, "and I feel I
have to pursue every pos-
sible way of helping them
out." He added that, "The
only real answer is for the
State to reform the property
tax system, but we've got to
do everything we possibly
can until that happens."

From the State's newly
christened "Municipal
Revitalization Program,"
the Mayor's budget includes
$2,549,593 or 75% of the
$3399,457 applied for by the
City. Last year the City
received $1,110,000.

"There's no question this
is a critical area of the
budget," the Mayor stated.
"If the commitment to urban
areas is not forthcoming
from Trenton, all cities are in
trouble, not just Rahway,"
he said. "I've tried to be
slightly optimistic by includ-
ing three-quarters of what
we applied for, but not all of
it," he noted.

On the expenditure side,
the budget consists mostly of
freezes, starting with his own
salary and that of Municipal
Council Members. "I believe
we've got to set the lone this
year," Martin commented.

Most departmental ex-
pense accounts are frozen at
last year's level or reduced in
the Mayor's budget. Total
personnel levels for the City
arc also frozen.

The Mayor also refused to
include in his budget funds
for the lighting of State high-
ways in the City. "The State
has always paid for Us own
lighting and I certainly dont
think Rahway resident*
should pick up the Stated
bilk just becaweit refeieito
pay," Mafliajaled. '

The Mayor 1
i - f f c

improvements until we see
what the final picture is for
the taxpayers," he said.

The Mayor pointed out
that "by far" the largest cost
increase in the budget so far
are costs indirectly caused
by last year's tax revaluation,
which total an increase of
$684,519. These consist of
$177,959 the City has to
budget this year because tax
collections were slow with
last year's revaluation, and
an increase of $506,560 in
the State-required reserve
account for tax collections.

Martin noted, however,
"we're going to be pursuing
every means possible with
the State to see if we can
bring this increase down."

There arc three other
major areas of increase in
the proposed budget. They
arc: health insurance
premiums, up $221,811 or
29%; sewerage treatment
costs, up $149,933 or 14%;
and garbage removal costs,
up $128,000 or 5%.

"While the total budget so
far would be up 9% or
$1,748^45 from last year's
budget of $19,158,477," the
Mayor commented, "it must
be emphasized that without
the health insurance,
sewerage, garbage, and
revaluation related in-
creases, our total local costs
would be up by only 3%, of
which is well under the rate
of inflation."

"More remarkably," Mar-
tin explained, "without just
these four kens, our 1990
proposed budget would ac-
tually give the taxpayers a
decrease of 5 tax points Ila*'
year." . . ' i~.

The Mayor coadwted
that hit budget proposal
does not mdodeH* SUfe :
the Coaaty, or .the ' i
system. "As la*
total
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