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Martin down, but maybe not out
Sees party as proper choice-maker

Rumors have him running by'sticker'
; by Pat DiMaggio
• Mayor Daniel L. Martin,

in his 20th year as the chief
administrator of the City, is
still the party's choice in
Rahway and has said he will
not support primary victor
Jim Kennedy and his ticket.
• Martin said the regular

City Democratic organiza-
tion is not unified behind
Kennedy who beat Martin by
an almost 2-1 margin in last
week's primary election.
"The primary selection

' process under the law is not
the best method," said Mar-
tin. "It is supposed to be the
party people making the
choice."

.' Kennedy ran on a Demo-
cratic ticket but was not en-

MVP. . . Rahway resident
Maryann Walburn was
named Most Valuable
Player of Kean College for
the 1989-1990 season.
She was the captain of the
swim team and led the
cougars to a 10-5 record.
She came in 4th place in
the 100;yard breaststroke
in the N.J. athletic con
ference, and placed in the
top 12 in three events: the
50-yard breaststroke,
50-yard butterfly, and the
100 yard-individual medley
at the East Coast athletic
conference.

dorsed by the Democratic
Committee. Martin has
charged that Kennedy never
even voted in a Democratic
primary and that his sup-
porters declared themselves
as democrats for the primary
in order to vote for him.

"Obviously, Kennedy
thinks he is a shoo-in," said
Martin in anticipation of
November's general elec-
tion. But rumors continue to
circulate that Martin will be
back as the result of a write-
in campaign. Research is
under way to investigate a
"sticker" election, whereby
voters will be able to place
the sticker on the ballot in
support of Martin in Novem-
ber. The sticker option has
been authorized by the
courts, said Martin.

City business may reach a
standstill if Kennedy and his
ticket are elected to the
mayoral position in Novem-
ber. The council will then
consist of Councilmen Den-
nis Hemenway, Chester
Holmes and Alex Shipley, all
Martin supporters, three
Republican councilmem-
bers and Kennedy's ticket of
James Jones Jr., Sal Mione
and Nancy Saliga for a 3-3-3
division. If mayoral can-
didate James Fulcomer and
his Republican ticket are
successful in November, the
council would change to a six
to three Republican ma-
jority.

Saying he has "lots of op-
tions left," Martin promises
to stay involved politically

between now and Novem-
ber. "I won't sandbag the
City because I lost the
primary," he noted. "When
you run for political office,
you always take the risk of
being swept out due to cir-
cumstances.

"Taxes have been sweep-
ing incumbents all over. I
hate them too, but I have to
pass them on. City em-
ployees represent so little
money in what we are spend-
ing. We have no control over
the schools and the county."

Martin also said that the
groundwork has already
been laid for the Rahway
Corporate Center project
with Hartz Mountain In-
dustries and it will proceed
regardless of who will sit in

the/mayor's seat. The same
maybe true for the proposed
resource recovery facility to
be constructed on Route 1.

Although Governor
Florio has declared a mora-
torium on new permits for
mass burn incinerators,
Railway's facility has already
been approved for construc-
tion and environmental per-
mits.

Mayor Martin

HSPT results show
improved RHS skills

Writing proficiency takes big jump
by Pat DiMaggio

Railway's Superintendent

Shipley nominates Hartnett to succeed
him as Rahway Dem Chairman

Sees party 'traumatized' by primary results
Hartnett dybs Martin the 'Babe Ruth of Rahway politics'
Rahway City Adminis-

trator Joseph Hartnett has
announced he will accept
Al Shipley's nomination for
Hartnett to succeed him as
Rahway Democratic Party
chairman. Hartnett said he
is willing to serve in the
position "on a transition
basis, in order to help the
Democratic party, and the
community as a whole, to
deal with the events of
Tuesday's primary election
and the changes which are
coming for Rahway as a re-
sult of that election."

Shipley indicated he has
no desire to continue as
chairman after the defeat of

Mayor to be honored at
Public Works awards dinner

The newly formed N.J.
Chapter of the American
Public Works Association
will hold its first Govern-
mental Service and Equip-
ment Show at the Rahway
Public Works Facility on
June 20. The Chapter was
reorganized at the Annual
Convention in Orlando,
Florida in September of
1989 and now includes the
entire state.

The daylong program
begins with Registration at
10 a.m. and includes Equip-
ment Displays and Educa-
tional Seminars. It is ex-
pected that 500 Public
Works Officials and 150
vendors with over SI
Million in equipment will
participate.

Lunch will be served at
the site (the municipal
garage complex at Hart &
E. Hazelwood). Frank P.
Koczur, Director of Public
Works and City Engineer of
Rahway, one of the Found-
ers of the new chapter, is
the program chairman.

An Awards Dinner will
be held at the Landmark
Inn in Woodbridge in the
late afternoon of the same
day. Rahway Mayor Daniel
L. Martin will receive the
Elected Public Official
Award, recognizing his
longstanding dedication to
the American Public Works
Organization. This is the
first such award given to an
Elected Official in the
Eastern Region.

John A. Zieman, City
Engineer of Linden will
receive the national Samuel
A. Greeley Local Govern-
ment Service Award, ho-
noring Public Works Offi-
cials who have honorably
and efficiently served a
single public agency in an
official capacity for 30 years
or more. And Union Town
ship Business Administrator
and Engineer Thomas J.
Strapp, Jr. will receive the
Award of Merit for out
standing leadership in the
field of Public Works.

Today is FLAG DAY

Mayor Martin and council
incumbents Vincent Ad-
dona, Walter McLeod, and
James Cadigan by the in-
surgent ticket of James
Kennedy for mayor and
James Jones, Nancy Saliga,
and Salvatore Mione for
council. He said the party
has been "traumatized" by
the primary election results.

"In this situation, we
need someone who has all
the skills and talents Joe
Hartnett has in the areas of
negotiation, communica-
tions, and management of
human relations," Shipley
stated.

The chairman indicated
the party's immediate con-
cern would be to "ascertain
who all those people were
who voted in this year's
Democratic primary and
why they did so." He added,
"I don't think Senator Bill
Bradley can be too pleased
that he received only 1,600
of the 4,000 votes cast, or
Congressman Dwyer that
he received only 1,800 of
the 4,000. We need to intel-
ligently analyze these re-
sults and their long-range
meaning for the party and
the community."

Shipley pointed out that
all sitting members of City
boards and agencies are
"local Democratic party ap-
pointees" and that the party
retains three ward council
seats and "enjoys the pres-
tige and influence of having
a Union County Freeholder
from Rahway."

"While the primary elec-
tion results are a temporary
shock to the party," Shipley
said, "they do not alter the
fact that, regardless of who
the next mayor and a i large
council members will be,
the local Democratic party
will be a most significant
political force, if not the
dominant one, in the com-
munity for at least the next
four years."

Hartnett commented that
"A healing process is now
needed in the community.
As is almost always the case
with primary elections, ma-
ny people feel hurt and bit-
ter afterwards."

"The Martin chapter of
Rahway government will be
over in seven months, and a
new chapter must begin,"
Hartnett stated, "but let's
not have anyone forget that
the full Martin chapter of
20 years was the foremost
era of pride and progress in
the history of Rahway."

"Mayor Martin is by any
objective measurement the
greatest mayor in Rahway's
history to date," Hartnett
declared, adding "He's the
Babe Ruth of Rahway poli-
tics and he deserves to be
going to the Hall of Fame
with full honors and re-
cognition."

Hartnett stated that, if
elected party chairman, he
will be meeting with Ken-
nedy, Jones, Saliga, and
Mione "to begin discussions
to see if there is a fit bet-
ween them and what they
stand for and the local
organization." "Paramount
to our local Democratic par-
ty are the high standards,
principles, ethics, and ideals
it has nurtured, not only for
such political activities as
fundraising, but also for
governing in office once
elected," Hartnett affirmed.

Noting that the number
of registered Republicans in
the community is only
1,973 out of 12,518 regis-
tered voters, Hartnett con-
cluded by saying "Just as
the past 20 years of progress
for Rahway came from the
Democrats, the communi-
ty's future as a progressive
hometown will spring from
the Democratic party and
those who support it."

"The party and the com-
munity need someone of
Joe Hartnett's proven in-
tegrity and competence to
lead us through this situa-
tion," Shipley concluded.

Joseph Hartnett

BULLETIN: At a Monday
evening meeting (June 11),
the Rahway City Democra-
tic Committee unanimously
elected Joe Hartnett to the
post of Committee Chair-
man.

NAACP
meeting

The regular monthly
meeting of the NAACP-
Rahway Branch (before the
summer recess) will be held
tonight (June 14) at 8 p.m.,
at the 2nd Baptist Church,
378 East Milton Ave., Rah-
way. All officers and ex-
ecutive board members are
asked to be present at 7 p.m.

The Branch's annual
Freedom Fund and Awards
Banquet has been scheduled
for November 16 at the
Landmark Inn, Wood-
bridge. The guest speaker
will be The Rev. Dr. Calvin
O. Butts, Jr., Sr. pastor of
the Abyssinian Baptist
Church of Harlem, New
York.

The public is urged to at-
tend tonight's membership
meeting, as persons are
needed to serve on the
various committees for the
November Banquet.

•Special Meeting notice-
A Special Meeting of the

Rahway Board of Educa-
tion will be held (today)
Thursday, June 14, at 6:45
p.m. in the Louis R. Rizzo
Board Meeting Room at the
Intermediate School.

The purpose of this
meeting is to discuss person-

nel matters which will be
done in closed session.

Any action regarding the
above referenced personnel
matters will take place in
public session at the conclu-
sion of the closed session, or
at a later date.

of Schools Frank Brunette
announced the results of the
High School Proficiency
Test (HSPT) and commend-
ed staff members and stu-
dents for the tremendous
improvement made over the
years since the test's incep-
tion.

The HSPT was intro-
duced as a state-wide grad-
uation requirement during
the 1983-84 school year.
Ninth grade students are
given the test in Arjril and
nrtlst p ^ 1 f i T n r e e ~ p o t i sp
in order to graduate. Stu-
dents are tested in reading,
math and writing skills.

The results of this year's
test reveals the tremendous
improvements made in the
district in both curriculum
and in remedial programs.
Results show that in reading,
99.4 percent of the students
taking the test passed; in
math, 94.4 percent passed;
and in writing, 92.9 percent.
Last year's scores included a
passing rate of 97.5 percent
in reading, 91.5 percent in
math and 79.2 percent in
writing.

In comparison, when the
test was first instituted in
1983-84, 55 percent passed
reading, 43 percent passed
the math portion and 66 per-
cent passed the writing por-
tion.

"These are the best scores
we've ever had," said Bru-
nette. "This was a superior
effort by the staff at the High
School in preparing the stu-
dents."

Brunette said the distribu-
tion of the scores was also
significant. In the reading
portion, 83.5 percent of the
students who took the test
scored between 89 and 100
percent. Almost 16 percent
scored between 75 and 88.

"This has been a long-time
commitment," continued
Brunette. "What has been
most important is convincing
our educators that our kids
could do it, then motivating
them to do what was neces-
sary. They have been willing
to improve and have put
their efforts into it."

The district has offered
additional instruction, moral
support and remedial pro-
grams to prepare students
for the test. "The kids had a
sense that it was important to
the educators to do well on
the test," noted Brunette.
"Through interactions such
as these, improvements were
made."

Remember
Sunday is

FATHER'S DAY!

IN DISTINGUISHED COMPANY... Among those receiving degrees from Lettgh
University at the June 2 Commencement were (from left): Susan Keen, Carl Sagan and
Peggy Ryan. What do the three have in common? All are graduates of Rahway High
School. Sagan was the Commencement speaker and received an honorary Doctor of
Science degree. Keen was awarded a B.A. with a major in English and Ryan received a
B.S. in mechanical engineering. Keen and Ryan are members of the Class of 1986 at
Rahway and Sagan is a 1951 graduate. s-,,.

They were among 1,148 students receiving degrees from Lerngh. which is in
Bethlehem PA.

Kennedy thanks voters;
looks to city's future

Democrat ic Mayoral
Candidate James J. Ken-
nedy thanked "all city resi-
dents who voted for the Ken-
nedy team in the Democratic
Primary. Through hard work
and a full examination of the
issues, we developed a
dynamic agenda for Rail-
way's future. We all Tecogf
nize the accomplishments of
the Martin Administration.
Yet, the Kennedy team will
offer Rahway a new direc-
tion with new leadership in
key administrative posts. We
invite all concerned citizens
to join our efforts.

"The Democratic primary
affords the opportunity for
the concerned citizens to
fully explore different agen-
das for government. We
were successfully able to
register hundreds of new
Democrats, who believed in
the importance of the City's
future. Walking door to
door, we were able to take
time with people to discuss
their concerns for the future
of Rahway, as well as local
interests," stated Kennedy.

Kennedy noted, "Senator
Bradley's office, state legis-
lators, county freeholders

James J. Kennedy

and neighboring mayors
took time to express their
congratulations and co-
operation in moving Rahway
ahead. As in the primary, the
general election will focus on
the critical issues and pos-
sible solutions confronting
Rahway, including escalat-
ing property taxes and
renewed development. An
Economic Development
Authority will be an impor-
tant aspect in intelligently

planning for the City's long-
term economic growth and
stabilizing our property tax
base."

Kennedy added, "With a
thoughtful blueprint, we will
jf^fnt'fy nPiMMlU!nitifif frFrfo-
ture growth and revitaliza-
t ion. With a 3rd o f all
downtown" hpiMhigTS con-
structed before 1900, we abo
need to fuBy incorporate the
downtown commercial dis-
trict with the development
behind City Hafl.

"Esca'I a tlng~property~
taxes must be controlled
through attracting new
ratablcs and carefully
restraining municipal
spending. Through public-
private partnerships with the
Economic Development
Authority, we can plan for a
sensible Rahway future.
Rahway needs to encourage
private investment in the
City," stated Kennedy.

"During the course of the
general election, we will ask
all interested citizens to be-
come involved with the elec-
toral process. We want to
hear from people about their
thoughts for improving the
City," concluded Kennedy.

Board of Ed shelves admin, position cut
Track, ball teams honored with tight appropriations

Steuber appointed Head Football Coach
by Pal DiMaggio

Rahway's Board of
Education met behind
closed doors to discuss per-
sonnel matters at a special
meeting held last week. The
first item on the agenda was
a motion to eliminate the
position of assistant superin-
tendent of schools for the
1990-91 school year. But
when the board reconvened
the meeting and opened it to
the public, the motion was
removed from the agenda.

The board has been dis-
cussing the elimination of
the administrative position
as part of a cost-cutting
measure after defeat of the
school budget by voters in
April. Rahway's City Coun-
cil ordered a $469,000
reduction in the budget and
the board agreed to undergo
a management study of
upper administrative posi-
tions.

Board president John
Ludington, said the board
decided not to act on elimin-
ation of the position at that
meeting. He said no de-
cisions have been made yet

1 on whether the board would
j act in the future.
; Rahway's Assistant Su-
j perintendent of Schools is
Nicholas Dclmonaco. Lud-
ington said if the position is
el iminated, Delmonaco
would be offered a prin-
cipalship somewhere in the
district after a year-long
transitional period.

The board also voted to
honor the High School's
track team for winning the
state sectional title and will
appropriate no more than
$100 per eligible player to
purchase shirts or jackets in
honor of their victory. The
board also voted to ap-
propriate no more than $50
per eligible player for the
purchase of jackets or rings
to commend the High
School's baseball team to
celebrate its defeat of
Elizabeth High School for
the County title.

The compensation for the
baseball team was an
amendment to a board
policy that states that oaljr
state titles are to be recog-

nized with monetary dona-
tions.

In other business the
board:

— Appointed Fred
Stueber as head football
coach at $3349.

— Voted to eliminate one
elementary' librarian posi-
tion for the 1990-91 school
year.

— Accepted the retire-
ment/resignation of Leola
Hayes, guidance counselor
at the Intermediate School.

— Appointed Colleen
G uevarez as a special educa-
tion teacher at Roosevelt
School at $25^00.

— Appointed
Wall as a special education
teachcrattheHighSchoolat
$26/797.

— Added Catherine Mo-
Call to <he Substitute
Teacher LkL

Joaaae Zwiebel,

Hgh School
Sckbbt, to tie


