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SIGNS OF T ES . . . Anti-incinerator protest

hE

signs are stacked up outside City

Council Chambers during Councit meeting. Moratortum on building resource recovery
piant was withdrawn, and Councll concurred with Mayor Jim Kennedy's appointments

.to Unlon County Utilitles Authority who were rejected

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER PACKED ..

4

two weeks earfler.

- . ~
. Part of crowd attending City Council

meeting to express opinions concemning regional trash incinerator to be located in
Rahway. Most of sudience eppeared to oppose siting of resource recavery facility in

city.

Where-does Kennedy stand?

Mayor-straddles-fence-on-burner

by Pat DiMaggio

City officials have
wondered where Mayor Jim
Kennedy stands when it
comes to the planned
1esource recovery facility to |
be built in Rahway. The
mayor has been accused of
side-stepping the question
of “Are youferit, or 2ginit?”

“Personally, fam opposed
{o incineration,” said the
mayor in an interview held
last weck. “However, as the
chief administrator, I must
keep in mind the total best

" interest of the city.”

Kennedy said he was con-
cerncd with two basic issues

" ~ the znvironment and

cconomics. “The mayor has
absolutely no control over

- the sitvation of siting the in-

cinerator,” he noted. “The
- best we can do for the com-
munity is lo ensure the
highest standards of en-
vironmental safety as well as
the best economic scenario
available. We necd to make
surc we get thelion's share of
thc host community’s agree-
ment.”

The mayor said he_ will
work to see that Rahway's
Hest Community Contract is
cnforced. In accordance
with a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding approved by the
Municipal Council in 1985,
the city, the Union County’
Board of Chosen Fret-
holders and the Union
County Utilities Authority
agreed to enter into a Host
Municipality Agreement to
regulate the development,
construction and operation
of an incincrator to be built
on Routc 1.

According to the 1985
agrecment, Rahway would
receive a minimum yearly
paymeat of $1.6 million plus
cost-of-living adjustments.
As additional consideration
for acting as the host
municipality, the city would
receive the total sum of
$795,000 to be utilized at its
discretion for the following

. community projects: The
development of Madden
Ficld as a major recreation-
al complex, including the
construction of playin
fields for youth Ime{,nlf

% ,

-

men’s and women’s softball
and soccer and with lighting
for night play; a grant of
$75,000 to the Rahway Com-
munity Action Organi-
tion’s John F. Kennedy
Center, a grant of $75,000 to
Rahway Landmarks Inc, for
its restoration project of the
_Union County Arts Center,
the resurfacing of Veteran’s
Memorial Field and im-
provements to Green Field,
~ Inaddition, the city would
receive electricity to light

_Madden Field frec of charge-

from the facility.

The agreement called for
the flow of garbage vehicles
to be in strict accordance
with a mutual-agrecable
traffic plan,.and a Vendor
Service Contract requiring
all water supply nceds for
the operation of the in-
cinerator to be purchased
from the city’s water utility.

Under a.Hiring, Good
Neighbor and Local Pur-
chase provision, the vendor
operating the facility
promised to sct forth a plan
for the hiring and staffing of
the project to include, when
nossible, a preference in
hiring and job training to
qualified residents of the
city. The vendor would also
be ehcouraged to become a
“'good neighbor” by par-
ticipating in both neighbor-
hood and city civic organiza-
tions, educational programs,
and youth and community
service arganizalions.

At last month's public
hearing on Lhe constructionr
and service agreement with
QOgden Martin Systems Inc.,
Union, residents of the city's
Fourth Ward vchemcntly
opposed the incincrator,
citing health and safety con-
cerns. - .

Members of the Rahway-
based Concerned Citizens of
Union County have also
spoken out in appasition Lo
mass-burn incincrators,
saying they spew dioxins into
the air and pollute the en-
vironment. Members have
also questioned if the facility
will have cnough garbage to
burn when the state mcels
tho governor’s 1995 mandate

%

\\

Jaumes Kennedy

of a 60-pereent recycling
rate.

The propased facility has
already reccived all the
nccessary environmental
permits nceded, and the
comments on the service
agreement with Ogden Mar-
tin were closed on March 6.
1f the agreement is ap-
proved, construction for the
regionalized incinerator can
begin as carly as May.
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By Pat DiMaggio

members of construction

A resolution asking for a | unions, who were trying to

three-year moratoriuin on
incinerators was removed
from the City Councils
agenda Monday night in
response (o advice from the
city attorney. After a
1 5-minute delayed start and
a 30-minute executive ses-
sion, Councilman James
Jones, Jr., who introduced
the resolution, moved to
withdraw it from councit
consideration. ,
Almost 300 people
crowded into council cham-
bers to voice theis opinions
on the praposed
moraterium, The audience
was composed of members
of the Concerned Citizens
for - Union County, who
continued their arguments
against _incineration, and

guard against the loss of job
apportunitiés,

“It has been proven that
incinerators emit dangerous
toxins which would .ad-
versely affect our health
and the health of future
generations,” stated the
resolution. “Proven  alter-
natives exist which negate
the need for the bumning of
garbage.” The resolution re-
quested a three-year mora-
torium in order to study
alternatives to incineration.

Aftera 30-minute execu-
tive session, City Attorney
Louis Rainone explained
the legal -ramifications of
the resolution. He said the
city remains as & pariner
with the resource recovery

facility as a result of a series
of resolutions, apreements
and memorandums of
understanding. The city
also has contractual abliga-
tions with trade councils,
unions, the vendor of the
facility, bond holders and
taxpayers. -
“The city does not have
the ability to stop or affect
this process,” said Rainone.

USPS 454-16

“This resolution might
cause a breach of the city’s
contractual cbligations and
coukd put us in the middle
of litigation, This is almost a
manifesto saying the city
would like to see the-con-
tract breached. If the facifi-
ty is delayed, the resolution
asking for a moratorium
couid put the city in line to
be sued. It has no power

other than to mzke us
cuipabie.”

. Councilman Jones, who
introduced the resolution
with a second from Cousn-
cilman Sal. Mione, rehuc
tantly heeded the attorney’s
advice. “I understand that
there are many pro-and
anti-incineration people
here tonight,” he said. “This
is difficult. | personally

25CENTS

agree-100-percent “with the

wording of the resolation.” -

And I'm 2 union man my-
self. 1 understand the need

to work. [ just wish it was .
not* being built in . my-

ighborhood.™

. Cﬂmu . s R

tions,” Councilman Jooes

Mayor’s appointees OKd -

. byPat DiMaggio
Mayor Jim Kennedy final
ly bad his Union County
Utilities Authority appoin-
tees confirmed by Rahway's
Municipal Coundil at their

Board of Ed candidates file

By Pat DiMaggio
Two incumbents and
three challenigers will vie for
three available seats on
Rahway’s Board of Educa-
tion in the schools election

to be held on Aprit 30.

million in a discretionary
fund.

The $360 miilion for tax
relief will be distributed to
all 567 municipalities in the
state through a formula,
$25 million through the Ur-

Announcing their. inten- | bir.Ad programfand $30

tion to seek a seat on the
district’s governing body are
-incumbents—Lillie Hender-—
son and Antonio Garay and
challengers Steven Okaly,
Charles Laskowski, Jr. and
Samson D. Steinman. In-
cumbent Raymond Grimes
will not seek re-election.

_million ‘set asde for

emergencies. Teacher pen-
sion and social security con-
tributions will remain with
the state for the next two
years.

The package now gowAio
Jbe  governor. for his.,
SIgnature.

Former Rahway educator
honored at Shore dinner

More than 400 people | career began in his home

regular meeting held on
Monday night.

Two weeks ago, the mayor
could not draw znough sup-
port for his reappointment
of Councilman Chester Hol-
mes as an officer of the
apthority, and his nomina-
tion of William Wolf as a
member was removed from
the agenda.

Before Monday night’s
vote was taken, several mem-
bers of the Concerned
Citizens of Union County
asked the coundl to recon-
sider the nominees. “Was
anybody else considered,
was anybody considered

who _opposes incireratign,

and who will represeat”
_citizens_of Rahway?”
Robert Carson, Central
Avenue.
The mayor said he bad to
appoint someone who could

Advisory Council

]| School board elections | jimed out recently at the | town-of Rahway; where his— _members sought.
-{-and-budget adoptions Have™| [ obster Shanty, Point Plea- y

been delayed until April 30
because of difficulties in im-
plementing Governor
Florio's Quality Education
Act (QEA). Districts have
not yet been notified of
1991 state aid figures and
have delayed the introduc-

sant Beach, to honor retired
school principal Marino
Palisi.

philisaphy on education
and his commitment to
community involvement
were first nurtured. His suc-

A surprise visitor was | cess in Rafiway led to his

Marine Corps -Comman-
dant Alfred M. Gray Jr.,
who flew in to pay tribute
o his longtime friend,

tion and adoption_of their_|. Pajisi;-who-retired-in- 1984

“fentative budgets.

On Monday, the
Democrat-controlled
Assembly approved a $360
milion tax relief program
funded with - money
originally designated for
public schools. The pro-
-gram would provide $4.245
biftion in state school aid
and set up a $360 million
aid program whereby
monies would be diverted to
municipalities to be used for
property tax relief, The plan
calls for $4.1 billion in {oun-
dation aid, $120 million in
transition "aid for the
wealthiest districts and $25

Police seeking pair
in Radio Shack holdup

Rahway Police are in-
vestigating an armed rob-
bery by two men which oc-
curred on Feb. 27 at about
6:56 p.m. at Radio Shack,
1648 St. George Ave.

The two suspects are de-
scribed by police as a black
malke in his iate teens, 6 feet
tall, with a thin build, 150
to 170 pounds, and a black
male also in his late teens, 5
feet 5 or 6 inches tall, 13010
190 pounds. They were last
seen-fleeing on fool 1oward
the rear of the Pathmark
shopping center, police said.

The weapon aliepedly
shown was described as a
large machete.

Police said - employoes
reported that the pair

pointed the weapon and
then removed over 3300
cash from the register.

Officer Steven Valent is
investigating. ]

Anyone with information
is. asked to contact the
Rahway Police TIPS Line
at 188-1553. All informa-
tion will be kept confiden-
tial.

entered the store on the |
pretensé of .buying some |

items. When the sale was
rang up, the second man

as principal at the G. Ha-
rold Antrim School, Peint
_Pleasant Beach.

Gray was a surprise
speaker at the belated event
honoring Palisi. The general
flew into Allaire Airport in
Wall Township and return-
ed lo Washington after the
affair.

Gray and Palisi lived two
blocks from one another in
Rahway as boys, and their
families moved ta Point
Pleasant Beach, where their
friendship confinued.

The huge turmout for
Palisi overflowed the
Lobster  Shanty, fiiling
every room in that river
front restaurant o capacity.

Two former students

organized the tribute to,

raise funds for a scholarship
for a Point Pleasant Beach
High School graduate in
Palisi's name.

Mike Manzo and Peter
Cancro formed Friends of
Marino A. Palisi lo see the,
memory of their former
principal continue.

The money raised at the
dinner will be used for the
Marino A. Palisi Annual
Award. The award recipient
will receive $1,000 and will
20 to a student who displays
community involvement
beyond the norm. This stu-
dent will not be judged sole-
Iy on grades, but will be a.
person  best  enemplifying
what Palisi stands for. The
first award will be given out

" appointment as principal of
the Antrim School in 1961.

As founder and partici-

Parents of students with
handicaps from -‘Union
County are invited to apply
for membership on the staie
Parent Advisory Council
for the Handicapped.

Parents are nceded to
serve for three-year terms

~pant in the PointPleasant—-on~— the~ Council, ~which"

Beach Recreation Commit-
tee. he was part of a team
that encouraged the town's
youth to participate in ac-
livities year round. A for-
mer football and track siar
from Rahway, his love of
sports spilled into coaching
and Booster Club member-
ships. His Booster Paper

Drive contributions sup-
ported students in all
athletic programs. During
the school year. his Satur-
day Enrichmem Program

| afforded students focused

exposure to fundamentals
of sporls, the- arts.-and
academics that could not be
enhanced during a tradi-
tional school day.

Palisi founded the Point
Pleasant “Beach " Safety
Council and served on
Board of Big Brothers of
Ocean County. His 23-year
membership in the Point
Pleasant Beach Rotary
Ciub was marked by peffect
attendance and a term as
president.

Following retirement,
Palisi continues to reside in
Point Picasant Beach with
his wile Bernice and spends
much of his time with his
growing family. His davgh
ters Magianne and Serzh
and sons Michael and Tom
are all graduates of the
Point Pleassnt Beach
school system.

He also continues his sup-
port of students through his
involvement in the West.
Point and Merchant Ma-
tine Acaderny Nomination

Selections for Senator

K fva

meels every other month
and advises the Department
of Education on critical
jssues affecting special
education.

Nominees must- be
‘parents  or guardians of
children with handicaps
who have been or are in-
volved in special education.
All applications must be
submiited to the Council by
Friday, March 22.

Current Council
members will review ap
plications and interview
candidates. Dr. Jeffrey

gather the required five
votes for confirmation. “1 am
trying tc balance the
anthority in the state # is fn
at this stage,” said Mayor
Kennedy. “There are dif-
ferent [actions within this
council and I am trying to
find a compromise this
counil is willing to live with.
“These people are solidly
pro-incineration and they o
longer represent the ma-
jority of people in Ralway,”
cortinued Carscn. “Therc
are menbers of our or-
ganization who are willing
and qualified 10 serve onthis
poard. This is not a done

Street, noted that Willi
Wolf was the only Rahway

Osowski, Director of the |.

Division of Special Educa-
tion. will make final selec-
tions based on recommen-
dations from Council
members.

Applications may be ob-
tained from the Department
of Education, Division of
Special Education, Atten-
tion: State Parent Advisory
Council for the Handicap-
ped. 225 West State St., CN
500. Trenton, NJ 0B62S.

St. Patrick’s

HE

1

1?

The councy confirmed the
appointment of Chester
Holmes an a vote of five in

Michael Esposito, Kather-
ine Fukomer and Wilkam

James Jomes

o

nerator withdrawn |

Attorney rules holdup would invite lawsuit




