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Attorney cites Supreme Court in advising against referendum

by Pat DiMaggio

Community activists may
have won a battle but the
outcome ofthe war is still un-
decided. At Monday night's
meeting of Rahway's
Municipal Council, mem-
bers of the Concerned
Citizens of Union County
witnessed the approval of a
resolution calling for a
second advisory referendum
on the proposed resource
recovery facility.

During the past year, Con-
cerned Citizens have worked
diligently to force the coun-
cil into taking a public stand
on the incinerator to.bebuilt
in Rahway on Route 1.
Councilmembcrs have said
their hands are tied, the
decision to place the in-
cinerator in Rahway lies with
the state and the Union
County Utilities Authority.

The resolution on Mon-
day night's agenda calls for a

non-binding advisory ref-
erendum to be placed on the
ballot in November. The
resolution states that since
thejncinerator will ber<>
gionalized, residents should
have another opportunity to
vote their opinions on the
siting of the mass-burn
facility. In a 1985 non-bind-
ing referendum, the majority
of voters approved the siting
of a countywidc incinerator
in the City.

If placed on the ballot in

November, the advisory
referendum would read as
follows: "Should the Mayor
and City Council of the City
of Rahway continue to
port the siting of the Union
County Resource Recovery
Facility (waste to energy gar-
bage burning incinerator) in
the City of Rahway?" The
following explanatory mes-
sage would be included on
the same ballot question: "A
'YES' vote indicates that the
voter favors siting the coun-

Box of bunnies unusual addition at school

y resource recovery facility
(waste to energy garbage
burning incinerator) in Rah-
way in return for financial
benefits to the City of Rah-
wayTATW vote indicates
that the voter is opposed to
siting the facility in Rah-
way."

Before the resolution
came up for a vote, City At-
torney Louis Rainone cited a
1989 Supreme Court de-
ds!on in which non-binding
advisory referendums were
found to be improper when

by Pat DiMaggio
If you visit the nurse's of-

fice at the High School you
might see a sprained finger,
a bump or a bruise, a cold or
a sore throat and a box of
bunnies.

The box .of bunnies be-
longs to Chris Collins, who
visits Mrs. Sadowitz's office
three times a day to feed the
newborns with a syringe.
Collins, who has been
employed by the Rahway
Animal Hospital for the past
two years, brought the baby
rabbits to school to try to
none them along to adult-
hood. "

?TJiey_were_abandOned_
and someone brought them
into the Carterct office," ex-

plained Chris. "Nobody
could take care of them, so I
brought them home." Chris
gets up three times during
the night for feedings, and
visits the nurse's office at 9
and 11:30 a.m. and 1:15 p.m.
The five bunnies eat kitten
formula and lay on an I.V.
bag filled with warm water.

Chris, an 11th Grade stu-
dent at the High School, said
the babies are domestic rab-
bits born in the wild.
"Without a mother, they are
helpless and I didn't want
Ihem-to-dio," -he said. The
bunnies will be hand-fed
until they are able to eat soft
food. Chris hopes to even-
tually find homes for them.

Police investigate
pair of robberies

Rahway police are in-
vestigating a pair of
unrelated armed robberies
which occurred almost 11
hours apart on Friday, May
10.

The first occurred at
11:30 a.m. at Jaques and
West Milton Avenues when
a 28-year-old Irvington man
was waiting for a ride to
work and was forced by two
men to enter a car, where
his hands were tied behind
his back.

Police said the pair
threatened the victim with a
kitchen knife and took
about $50 in cash before
driving him to Route 27,
Edison, where he was
released.

The suspects are describ-

ed as a black male and a
Hispanic male, both in their
mid-20s. Investigating are
Officer Roy Gerberville and
Det. John Kaczor.

The second armed rob-
bery took place at 10:21
p.m. at a gas station on
Route 1.

Police said a lone gun-
man entered the station and
placed a handgun in the at-
tendant's stomach, deman-
ding money. About $600 in
cash was turned over to the
suspect, who fled on foot.

The suspect is described
as a Hispanic male, 19 years
old, 5' feet 9 inches tall,
wearing dark clothing. In-
vestigating are Officer
Walter Pitts and Det.
William White.

Chris Collins with bunny.

a municipality has no juris-
diction ovc» the outcome.
"The legislature never in-
tended a non-binding ref-
erendum to be used to test

^niblicopinton on controver-
sial issues," said Rainone.
"Unless the council has the
authority to act in regard to
the siting of this facility, the
referendum is improper."

Bob Carson, Central
Avenue, said it was time to
test the Supreme Court's
judgment. "The citizens of
Rahway have the right to ex-

press their opinion on this
extremely important issue,"
he said. "This is a direct
abridgement of our First
Amendment rights. We will
not stand for legal mnmbo-
jumbo that says we can't ex-
press our opinion."

Councilwoman {Catherine
Fulcomer, who introduced
the resolution, said she
would still support the
resolution. "I am tired of
feeling ineffective month
after month," she said. "This
referendum will provide
more dialogue. It will give

the people what they want,
and they want this council to
do something. In spite of the
attorney's opinion, 1 fed this
resolution is necessary. I
have no-probfem introduc-
ing it, and I have no problem
standing behind it."

Coundl President Ches-
ter Holmes disagreed. "I am
not about to test the law with
Rahway's money," he said.

The resolution requesting
the county clerk of Union
County to place the advisory
referendum on the ballot in
November was approved
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Parking meters stay at 10 cents
by Pat DiMaggio

On-street parking meter
<rates will stay the same in
Rahway after the Municipal
Council once again turned
down an increase. At its
regular meeting held on
Monday night, the council
voted down an ordinance
that wouldjiajc. affected the
first increase in meter rates
in 37 years.

Rates for on-street meters
are controlled through a City
ordinance. Rates for permit
parking and metered park-
ing lots are controlled
through the Parking Au-
thority.

Parking Authority Execu-

tive Director Bernard Miller
said the present rate of 10
cents per hour has stood for
37 years. A 1983 parking
study by T&M Associates
recommended increased
rates for off-street parking,
and expenses for snow
removal and repair and
maintciiance.ol meters have
increased, said Miller.

The ordinance would
have increased meter rates
to 25 cents an hour witEln-
crements of 10 cents per 24
minutes and 20 cents per 48
minutes.

Councilman Sal Mione
said businessmen downtown
have asked that meters be

taken off the street "Busi-
nesses downtown need a
shot in the arm, we should
listen to them."

Arthur Smith, counsel for
the Parking Authority, said
metered parking helps to
keep commuters off the
streets and allows residents
access to shopping down-
town. "Meters benefit the
shop owners," said Smith.
"Their customers can come
in and park near their
stores.

Miller said removing the
on-street meters would be
contrary to state statute,
which recommends getting
cars off the streets and into
lots.

Anti-rabies clinic
for dogs and cats

Uft COUNTY DONATES VAN TO RAHWAY DAY CARE CENTER. . . This
12-eeet w n W N recently donated by Union County to Rahway Day Care Center.
Freeholder Water McUod is shown preeenuno. vehtoie title to Judy Presser, Ex-
eouWe Director of Center. Uaed van became avaRabto from Paratrarait Unit, Depart-
mint el Humen 8ervtosa, according to Roberta Qrayaon, Director of Unit, right, since It
had over 125,000 maes and would be too costly to maintain under rigorous use.

BILINGUAL STUDENTS' PRESENTATIONS . . .
Rahway Public School students from Elementary, In-
termediate and High School ESUBilingual Program
gave presentations at parent/teacher meeting held
recently at Roosevelt School. Students performed
skits, read poems and shared essays translated from
English into their native language.

Rahway student
in Phi Beta Kappa
Christine S. Zapotocky,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Adrian A. Zapolocky of
Rahway, has been inducted
as a member of the Ma
Chapter at Bucknell Univer-
sity of Phi Beta Kappa,
which is the highest
academic honor bestowed
on college student* in
America.

Ms. Zapotocky is a Senior
majoring in International
Relations and Russian. She
was the Sahtfatorian of the
Class of 1987 of Rahway
High School
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The Rahway Health De-
partment will be having its
FREE 1991 Annual Anti-
Rabies Clinic for dogs and
cats.

Dogs can be vaccinated
on Tuesday. May 21, or
Wednesday, May 22, at the
Main Street Firehouse from
6 to 7 p.m.. or on Thursday,
May 23, at the Maple Ave-
nue Firehouse from 6 to 7
p.m.

Dog licenses may be ob-
tained at each clinic site for
S5.20 plus $3 state fee if

dog has not been neutered
or spayed. Make checks
payable to Rahway Health
Department.

Dogs vaccinated in 1989
and 1990 should not attend
Clinic. -

Cats can be vaccinated
on Tuesday, May 21, or
Wednesday, May 22, from
7 to 8 p.m. at City Hall.

Carriers are required for
cats.

Cats should be vac-
cinated annually.

The ordinance aDowmg
the increase was defeated on
a voteof seven opposed, with
Countilmembers Dennis
Hemenway and Nancy
SaHga in favor.

The Parking Authority
wfll increase permit parking
fees on June 1. Penmt park-
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County budget
shows

Union County Free-
holder Chairman James
Connelly Welsh and F K
nance Chairman Gerald B.
Green have jointly an-
nounced that the majority
of the Freeholder Board has
reached a consensus on the
1991 budget, which wfll in-
clude a historic decrease of
approximately four percent
in the county portion of the
property tax levy.

"I am extremely happy
we are able to announce to
the residents of Union
County that there wiQ be no
increase in the county's por-
tion of their tax bill,'1 Welsh
said. "For the fust time in
anyone's memory, there
will, in fact, be a four-
percent decrease in that
levy."

The budget being pre-
pared will include a total

M i

figure of ilt!31
be raised thnwejjH
ty"s portion of property t
bills — a dccna*Mrf]
four percent from the
amount r***w" a i . 199flt,
which was $1375 ndfan.
The total budget it expected
tobeapproximateh>$219to
$220 mflBon, with the re-
mainder of the
needed coming mai
general revenue and

la announcing te ••»•
preccdented decrease.
Green said, 1 want to ca*
phasnE that tmv jeart
budget eras was w y teaL
Howcrtt, we lyeba8B*l>;

creases m both the
and other «penaji

ed through 1
get, despite the ptoet o t f e
various dcpartBHOt haate >

-We harc Brought * a #
*

the in

PHOTO..
Freeholder Chahman Jaw

« guard H e l

Urton

Ed Herman tooka on. WuJttHJufcapWB i
lo irtxup by county Pubic Muiiwatpw O«oe.

1 I


