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- Slate denies request for budget cap waiver

Kennedy breaks silence
on Rahway incinerator

i

Statement of
Mayor Jim Kennedy
July 23, 1991
The siting of an incinera-
tor in Rahway is not the
best idea. In fact, both as a
homeowner and business-
man, [ believe the inci
nerator should not be sited

in Rahway.

As Mayor, 1 also belicve
the incinerator should not
be sited in Rahway. Taking
office in January 1991 has,
however, not given me the
benefit of participating in
negotiations and govern-
ment actions singe 1984 —
when the Union County
Freeholder Board adopted
an amendment for a

'| “resource recovery facility”

in Rahway.

Since that time in 1984,
the following actions occur-
md.

. Former Mayor Martin

entered ‘into a’ memoran:
dum of understanding with
¥ |-the—Board—ofFreeholders—recently,—fudge Edward

regarding the location of | Beglin of

the facility.

* A County Utilities | fayor of the

Authority was formed.

* A Consent Order bet-
ween the City and ‘the
Countv was entered into
New Jersey’s Superior

Court in 1986, regarding

outstanding issues between

the City and the Authority.

ELESE

Mayor Jim Kennedy
well as a non-binding citizen

referendum which (despite

low voter participation) sup-

ported the concept of siting
a “resource reoo_rqry facili-

ty" in Rahway!

And now, lastly and most

Court this July ruled in

jected the arguments of the
City regarding the proposed
second non-binding referen-

After this long and some-
times confusing history,

In addition to the public | Rahway — the City, its
hearings required by | citizens and its government

statute, the original “Order
of the Commissioner” of the

Department  of Environ_-
mental Protection on April

a4, 1984, approved the

MERCK VOLUNTEERS TURN OUT TO SUPPORT 1991 NATIONAL JUNIOR

WHEELCHAIR CHAMPIONSHIPS . . . Joinin

g wheelchair athlete Jillian Marks of Spr-

inglield are Greg and Cathy Bielat of Rahway, who served as volunteers during 1991

National Junior Wheelchair Champicnships
Games were sponsored by Merck & Co. Inc., Rahway,

Hospital, Mountainside.

held at Princeton University recently.

and Chidren's Specialized

~ Abandoned baby needs a home

by Pat DiMaggio
The Division of Youth and
Family Services is searching

UCC to visit
Rahway Library

“Summer in the Neigh-
borhoods’’ will be con-
"ducted in Rahway by Union
County College on Monday,
Aug. 5.
“Summer in the Neigh-
borhoods™ consists of visits
. by members of Union Coun-
ty College’s counseling
and/or admissions staffs to
individual libraries through-
out Union County. They will
answer specific questions
“that individuals may have
. about attending the College
-and procedures for enroll-
“ment. The visitations serve
.as a prelude to an Adult
: Open House to be held on
- Saturday, Aug. 24, from 10
=, tonoon, at the College's
«+Cranford Campus.
*: Union County bC:llelge
" representatives will be at the
. Rahway Public Library, 1175
. 8t. George Ave,, from 10
-~ a0 to 12:30 p.m, All mem-
- bersof the public are invited.

for a “pre-adoptive” home
for the baby abandoncd at
Rahway Hospital last week.
A division spokesperson
said the baby will probably
stay at the hospital until the
end of the weck.

On Monday, July 15, &
nurse coming off (he night
shift discovered the newborn
baby boy in a cardboard bo;
which had been left on !f:
hood of her car in the
employees’ parking lot, The
nurse immediately brought
the baby into the emergency
room, where doctors deter-
mined that he had beanborn
just a few hours before he
was abandoned. After exten-
sive testing, the blond infant
was fourd to be in-excellent
health,

Officially named “Baby
John Doe¢,” nurses began
calling him “Tim.” The
hospital received numerous
calls fr:lz;'peoplc anxious gtltt:
adopt him, and several gi
weresentto the infant, Some
of these gifts will accompany
the babyto his new home, ac-
cording to Rahway Hospital
Public Relations Coor-
dinator Susan Hessemer,

L 8

The Division of Youth and
Family Services and Rah-
weay's Police Department
will continue to look for the
baby’s mather and other re-
lated family members, The
division will place the child
in a pre-adoptive home
which is essentially a foster
care arrangement made with
a family who understands
that the scarch for the
parents of the baby will con-
tinue, said Norman Reim, a
spokesperson for the divi-
sion's Trenton office. “We
have a very long waiting list,
especially for healthy new-
boms,” said Reim. “We are
interviewing now and when
we get a good match, we will
place the baby with the new
family, hopefully by the end
of this week.”

If 50 one is found after six
months, the division may file
for full guardianship, and the
pre-adoptive foster family
may begin adoption pro-
ceedings.

Union County Solid Waste
Plan. Further DEP gran-
ting of subsequent permit
applications have been

— is now faced with mak-
ing certain choices. While |
do not believe that a
Rahway incinerator siting is
the most prudent decision,
we are confronted with that
potential reality.

After all the prior suppor-
tive negotiations of the past

approved since that time, as | Administration — they did

the Superior

Union County
Utilities Authority and re-

pubficly support this in-
itiative — and afier all the
legal wrangling, Rahway is
now in a difficult position.
While certain organiza-
tions and citizens may have
rethought or changed their
position, we are legally
bound, by both court action
and the agreements
established by past
municipal administrations.
The nature of municipal
government is that we can-
not, nor will the courts
allow us to, ignore all of the
prior actions of past ad-
ministrations. Facing this
reality, this Administration
is now faced with the moral
obligation lo protect the in-
terests of Rahway's citizens.
We are committed to
insuring that the best
avajlable technology and
environmental safeguards
are within the design of this
facility. We are also
committed to vigorously

—advocating {he best possible

financial return for Rahway
with the possible siting of
the incinerator. This Ad-
ministration is intent on for-
cing a beneficial financial
agreement between the City
and the County Utilities
Authority.

Finally, as Mayor, I am
bound to do what is in the
best interest of this City.
Faced with the overwhelm-
ing clear and compelling
legal history on this issue (in
addition to expensive legal
costs), we believe Rahway is
now confronted with a pro-
spective reality. It is now
my ¢bligation to ensure the
best possible arrangement
for Rahway's citizens in
negotiating with the
Utilities Authority.

One vice principal down, one up

by Pat DiMaggio

The Intermediate Schoal
will lose a vice principal, and
Franklin School will gain
one, as the result of actions
taken by Rahway’s Board of
Education last week.

At its July 16 meeting, the
board voted to eliminate the
vice principal position at the
Intermcdiate School, and
approved the voluatary
transfer of Marylou Haw-
kins to the position of
Franklin School vice prin-
cipal. Ms. Hawkins current-
ly serves as Intermediate
School vice principal.

Last month, the board
voted to eliminate one vice
principal position in the dis-
trict. Franklin Schoal Vice
Principal Rocco Colucci was
bumped back into the High
School Social Studies
Department because he held
the lowest administrative

seniority.

The Intermediate School
bouses students in Grades
Seven and Eight and
Franklin School offers cour-

Anyone with information | grave

on the child oe the parent is
mked to contact Det. Murk
Schwartzhack at 388-5600,
Ext, 330, or call the Rabway
Policc Hot Line at 388-1553.

dents from four different
schools come together in
on¢ building at Inter-

mediate School. All the
troublemakers are put
together for the first time,
and you are taking away an
administrator.”

Board President Mario
Kurylak said the elimination
of the Intermediate School
vice principal position was
made on the recommenda-
tion of Superintendent of
Schools Frank Brunctte.

The board also approved |

the involuntary transfer of P,
Dempsey from High School
Physical Education to High
School Basic Skills, and A.
Czamecki from High School
Guidance to Intermediate
Guidance. The voluntary
transfers of M. Cilia from
Franklin classroom to
elementary librarian, 1.
Manning from Intermediate
Basic Skills to High
SchooVIntermediate Basic
Skills, K. Devlia from
Franklin/Roosevelt Basic
Skills to Franklin Basic
Skills, and J. Skiafani from
Franklin PreSchool to
Cleveland PreSchool were

also approved.
In other business the
— Reappointed Benito

0, High SchoolInter-
mediate School Physical

Education/Health teacher.

- Reappointed Jennifer
Ward as a Franklin School
clementary teacher,

- Reappointed Mary Ann
Espinosa as a tcacher aide.

- Reappointed Drs. Al-
varez and Mayer as consult-
ing psychiatrists at $125 per
hour.

- Appointed Ruth Ortiz
as an Intermediate School
Spedal Education teacher at
$32,181,

- Approved the submis-
sion and operation of an In-
expensive Book Distribution
Program in the amount of
$2,356 under Reading Is
Fundamental, to be con-
ducted at Roosevelt School
and the Intermediate School
during the 1991-92 school

year,

- Approved Chapter 2 ap-
plication u;g:]r the federal,
state and Partnership -
for Education Improvement
Act in the amount of

resignation, with regret, of
Philip Lonigro, head cqs-
todiam MS&?&.

by Pat DiMaggio

City Business. Admin-
istrator Peter Pclissier said
that without a budget cap
waiver, the City may have to
lay off 54 more employees to
remain solvent.

But City cofficials feel con-
fident that they can avert a
financial disaster by follow-
ing state fecommendations
to bring their Fiscal Year
budget in line.

Rahway's administrators
travelzd to Trenton on Tues-
day to ask the state to inter-
vene with a cap waiver, if
possible, or with some relicf
for Rahway's financial crisis.
But the waiver was denied,

At a special meeting held
Monday night, Pelissier ex-
plained the City’s financial
situation to council mem-
bers and department heads.
He said the budget remains
$1.8 million over cap, the in-
¢rease allowed by the state.

Rahway has been allowed
a21/2-percent cap forits six-
month transitional budget,
running from Janeary to
June,and a4 1/2-percent cap
for its fiscal year budget, to
run from- July 1 to Jue 30.

Even with a cap waiver,
the bedget would not allow

-any-increases-for-salaries
and wages for any depart-
ment. The City would also
have to trim 1ts forces by
laying off three firefighters,
one cngineer and three cleri-
cal workers, Personnel rolls
would also be reduced
through the retirement of an
additional engincer, the fire
chief and four police officers
andthe proposed retirement
of four more police officers
and one deputy fire chief,
Without a cap waiver, 54"
more layoff notices would
bave to be sent to emplovees

“to keep the City financially

solvent, said Pelissier.

The Citly received
$1,082,644 through the
Quality Education Act for
property tax relief, $659,968
in denscly-populated
municipal funding and
$1,500,000 in supplemental
discretionary funds. Ac-
cording to the state, these
monies must be used for
direct property tax relief.
Rahway received no Mu-

Rahway High School. All

sicipal Revitalization Aid
this year.

“Wewere shocked that we
dido't receive revitalization
aid,” said Mayor Jim Ken-
nedy. “We were told that we
would be weaned away from
it, but it was immediate "

The state has also man-
dated that the budget be in-
troduced by July 25 and
adopted by Sept. 1. Pelissier
said he was not prepared to
introduce the budget be-
causea final audit has not yet
been completed. “We still
need so many answers, it
scems premature to infro-
duce the budget at this
time,” he said. The akerna-
tive, said the business ad-
ministrator, is for the state to
come in and sct the City’s
budget. “At all costs, we
don’t want someone to come
in to manage our affairs,” he
noted.

Marvin Corwick, who has
been appointed to serve as
chief financial officer, said
the City is in a difficult situa-

nothing hidden, no gim-
micks fike in-thepast>——

At another special mest-
ing held on Tuesday night,

ed 34 more layoffs

Pelissier told council mem-
bers and abont 30 fire-
fighters who attended the
mecting that althongh the

state would not a
cap waiwr, they -o&r o
some suggestions, A total of
$985,000 inclnded in the
budget for police and fire
pensions can be moved tobe
funded in next year’s budget,
according to state officials,
Rahway can also use
$795,031 in_1990 .deferred
charges or overexpenditares
in this ycar’s budget and
$457,000 of emergency ap-
propriations. All of these
changes are subject to state
review of the City’s annmal
financial statement, said
Pelissier. These additions
$1.8 million cap overage.
Pelissier will travelback to
Treaton agzin on Monday
with the City’s financial
statement for the state’s

¢ Tincd as long as final
adoption takes place by
Sept. L

Youngster waivers

by Pat DiMaggio

The family of Stephen
Lutak has gathered in
Chicago to lend its support
to the youngster during his
latest crisis. The 2 1/2-year-
old’s grandmother and sister
flew to the University of
Chicago’s Wyler Children's
Hospital over the weekend
to join mother Diane and
father Joseph at the bedside
of the seriously-ill youngster.

Stephen received 20 per-
cent of his Uncle Frank
Lutak’s liver in a transplant
operation on July 10. Frank
Lutak has since been
reieased from the hospital
and isrecovering at aRonald
McDooald House in
Chicago.

The Rahway toddler, a
Lambert Street resident, was

doing well until he
developed “mild rejection,”
according to family friend
Richard Kress of Clark. He
was started on anti-rejection
drugs immediately. Unfor-
tunately, the drugs sup-
pressed his immune system,
and Stephen developed a
yeast infection. The im-
munosuppressant drugs
were stopped, and doctors
started him on antibiotics to
fight the infection. “Now he
has gone back inta rejec-
tion,” said Kress, who also
serves as Clark’s prosecutor.
“It’s a balancing act. Doctors
are trying to balance the
rejection dregs with an-
tibiotics and are trying to
control both at the same
time ™ -
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