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Kennedy Seeking Unified

S

by Pat DiMaggio
In an attempt to unify a
splintered Democratic
party, its titular head -
Mayor Jim Keanedy - called
a Citywide arganirational

s’

March 18 at Amecrican
Legion Post No. 5, Maple
Avenpe. Kennedy said in-
vitations were sent to 4,600
registered Democeats City-
wide, and about 150 resi-
dents attended the meeting.

Democratic Committee
Chairmsn Ron Matosaitis
explained that the meeting

was an attempt to unify the
Democratic Party in Rah-

Many blamed Kennedy
for a split in the City’s ance
strong Demaocratic Club
when he ran off the regular

party line in his bid to wrest
the mayoral scat away fram
long-time incumbent Dangel
Martin in 1990. Keanedy
denied the_,se charges,

many Republicans and In-
dependents over o his side
of the aisle. “There was ac-
tually a growth in the

Indecpendents t.ieclar:d
Democratic® Registered
voters in Rahway oumber
6,000 Democrss, 5,000 In-
dependents and 1,800

Republicans, according to
Kennedy.

Rahway City Counal
members Nancy Saliga, Sal
Mione, James Jones and
Chester Holmes attended
the meering to show their
support of the mayors ai-
templ to reorganize the
Demnocraric Party. Qld-line

City Dems Splintered Before Election-

Democratic Comncil mem-
bers Dennis Hemenway and
Alex Shipley did not attend.

Kenaedy cited the ac-
comphshments of his ad-
the direction of the party in
the 1990s. He also asked the

andience ta beeak off mto six

| Board Opposes

Pediatric Unit Gets Five Mayors’ Backing

A tecent meeting of local
mayors held at Rabway

Department of Health
(DOH) that its pedia-
tric/adalescent unit close,

.Three Mayors — Jim

unit among 20 statewide
stated for closing in favor of
regionalized health care for
children

Keeoeedy, who spear-

K]
e

STARDING TOGETHER

BEHIND HOSPITAL ..

Hydrant

___ Flushing
The City of Rakway's
Division of Wager will start

Binding Arbitration |

by Pat DiMaggio

Rabway’s Board of
cation went on record op-
posed to proposcd legisha-
tios whick would give
right to bimding mtercst ar-
bitratioa. At its regular

2791, which would allow
teact Al its the

Bill | semting Umion Coanty.

tion should not be expanded

nding
forwarded to Boards of
Ed oes )

communitics znd to the
repre-

Also at k<t weck’s meet-
ing, the board accepted
regirements and appomicd
i stafl members and coaches,

| for -
b special educalion oacher of
’Rmﬂ

4 e s L

.Clark Mayor Bernard Yarusavage, Carteret
Mayor Peter Sica and Rahway Mayor Jim Kennedy are shewn with Dr. Uma Viswanathan, Chair-
man of Rahway Hospital's pediatric/adolescant unit, betore start of strategy meeting on efforts

of the powers™ af a Board of !
Education, which &s respon-

served sible for providing all stu-

by the
by Rahway Hospital, said

Mayars James McGreevey
of Woodbridge and John
Gregorio of Linden also
have pledged their help. He
referred to the implications
of the state plan as
“catastrophic® for the local
communitics as he praised
the Hospital's unit for its
family-centered individual-
eda

Keanedy assured the
group that “both sides of the
aisle in Trenton are aware of
Rahway Haspital's phight [
an confident that the legis-
lators wall send 3 clear mes-
sage to the DOH that the
peopie really want health
care available st the com-
munity level”

Sica concurred with
Yarusavage, who com-
mented that “the most suc-
cessful efforts are team ef-
forts.” They promised to
belp the Hospital prepare its
upcoming presentation to
Local Advisory Board
"(LAB) I through which the
BOH has mandated a 60-
day period of appeal and
comment.

Until now, the Hospital
has been unable toinitiate an
appeal because the ap-
prapriate LAH had not been
‘organized. At press time, it
was learned the LAB HI,
which is concerncd with
Union and Esscx County
hospital  issues, was
scheduled to hald its fiest
meeting on Mopday (March

).
+-“Once the LAB hakls this

appcal segsion,” stated .

our 3| ! &
Jobn L. Yodes, Hospital
Fresident. According to
Yoder, Hospitel officials

kave met with repre-
sonéatives.

of the DOH and i

gy legisistive repre-
kmw 5 ’n:lhln 4

to overturn state Department of Health's recommendation to ¢lose unit. Also piedging their help

wers Woeodbridgs Mayor James McGreevey ang Linden Mzyar John Gregorio.

have “ample” oppartunity to
make its needs known during
the camment period.

Yoder reiterated the
Hospital's goal to obtain
modtification of the State
Health Plan that includes a
recommendation sol to
close the pediatricunit. “We
want to apply for designation
as a communily pediatric
center,” stated Yoder.

Dr. Uma Viswanathan,
Chsirman of the Depart-

ment of Pediatrics, was on |-

hand to provide the Mavors
with a tour of the [acility,
which was renovated and
newly equipped as part of a
total Hospital expansion and
modernization in 198%. She
wold the Mayors, “It is dis-
turbing that the peaple mast
concerned with providing
care for children with com-
plicated health problems —
namely, the pediatricians —
were not.cansuhed before
the state Health Department
chasc Lo make its recom-
mendations public.”
Viswznathan's collcague,
Dr. Franz Hummert, a
Colonia pediatrician, cm-
phasized, “We [first learned
of the recommendation by
reading about it or the front
pages of the newspapers.” A
graduate of the University of
Heidelberg and of New
York's Mt. Sinai Medical
Centet, Hummert observed,
“My cxpericnce at thess two
major cenlers con-
vinces me that there is no

in the United States or in
Evrope that the paticats
pecciverat Rahway Hospital.

scen ourses call families
alter discharpe 10 sec how
the children are doing, but at
Rahway Hospital, it's a
occurrence.”

Viswanathan told the
Mayors, “The Hospital is a
basic tool of the
pediatricians. If chis
resource is removed, they
will move out of the com-
musity and congregsic
closer to the regional
centers.”

Citizens who would Eke to
belp Rahway-Hosparal fght
the closing of its pediatric
unit are asked to visit the
Hospital's mam lobby and
sign a letrer of petifian to the
statc Commissioner of
Health provided by the
Hospital's Patient Advo-
cate.

Tometrow at 5 pm, the
Concerncd Citizens of
Union County will hawe a
ference at the Lawrence
Street entrance to the Union
County mcncrator site, o
announce a demoastration
on Saturday, Apri} 25, to op-
pose construction of the
Unian incincrator.
virgauncats] groups from all

to
noaviolent civil dis-
obedicncs will take place &t
Lhe incinerator sike Juring
the domonstration.

‘hlwuﬁl-lndlllm

over New Jerscy are ex-.

| ional aveancs of protest 1o |-
o pwpil” sald Vice Chair-

Fish and Chips

Preshyterian Women of
Second  Presbyterian
Church, Rahway, is sponsor-
ing a Fish and Chips Dinmer
catcred by Argyle Caterers
of Kearney on Saturday,
March 28, which will be
scrved frozn S to 7 pom.

Dessert and beverage arc
included in the donration of
$7. Children are accom-
modated by anc dinner and
two plates. Takeouts are
available on presentatian of
a paid ticket. More informa-
tion is available atthe church
office, 9 am. to noon or by
calling, 388-1135, 5743794
or 3834908,

ﬂﬁn@med Citizens
Plan Demonstration

man Bob Carson. “Govern-
ment at cvery level has

turned a blind ¢ye and a deal
demonstra-

ear toward our

tions that less-expensive, en-
A - accepted al-
ternatives exist. The en-
Justice and the economac dis-
crimination involved in the
siting of this burner have
been tgnaced.

mﬂgm&w
" ot r
.m L] h d’ “ h
cerned Citivens hawy choson.

civil disobedicnce o |
the sericmanons

m]

INFORMATION
HOTLINE
for Rahway is
388-1553

!

dents with a thoroogh 2od
cifident edocation.

The binding arbitration
faw is currently availzble to
police and firefighter
unions But binding arbitra-

" School foreiga language
teacher, and Berty Jane
Frazier, Grover Cleveland
clementary teacher, all of-

_fective July 1,

by Pat DiMaggio

At a receant mecting,
Rahway’s Ciry Coundl com-

competition dance/twirl
team sponsored by the
Recreation Department.

the group with a
framed resalution in its
horor and commended us
performances which have
led to the ttle of state cham-
prons

been competing smee 1989
and have “distinguished

| themselves not only with vie-

tanes bur with the

poise, discipline and
$|

to the mayor.

Compceritions won by the
Decbutantes include Erst
place awards al the following,
sibes: May, 1989, New Jerscy
Twirliag Association

March 18,
1990, National Baton Twirl-
ing Associatron (NBTA)-
Somervill; May 20, 1990,

Mayor Jim Kennedy |

mended the “Debutantes,” at -

The Dcbutantes have |

NBTA-Connacticus; ||
November 18, 1990, NBTA |

12, 1991, NJTA-Bloomficld, |

and March 29, 1992, NITA-
Bloomfield.

Because of its outstanding
competition record, the
Rahway Recreation Depart-
ment Competition Dance’
Twirl Tecam is entitled o
compete in the National
Baton Tuwirling Associatian
compeation, which will he
beld the fourth week o July
in South Bend, IN, an the

Recreation Dept.
Dance/Twirl Team Cited

In arder 1o raise funds for
' this tripy, the Debutantes will
| be sponsaring fundraisers m
; the near future. For more -
: farmation, call 381-8000,
' Bxt 322
1 Uf any resident i inter-
| el

T on

tmg, the Nation
i Baton Twirling Association !
{ will be holding a competition |

af the Rabrazy lotermediare | 5

Schoal gymrasiug oo Stp-
day, March 29. The pubbc is
inwited to aftend and watch
the Debutantes perform.

boan as-

I The appointment of
| George Jatowic & af xssis-
' tan! spring track coach at
} 51,796

The board voted o apply
| for Pre-
. Flow-Th m the
| amount of $39.360, and fox
' Basic IDEA-B Flow-
i Through Funds ip the
; amouet of $204,680. The
< board ako voted 1o aceept
| funds from the state Depart-
y meet of Edecation. Aduk
‘Education Basic Graat

in obscring competi- | Program, in the amognt of

. 827,529,

was ratified by the |




