Don't be surprised if the brown
reduseﬁhows up here someday

Paﬂ oue of George Campbeil’s annual u;zim
o gpider bitss on the istands 2nd In Lee County
ame.‘redlnlheNov 7, 1684, fumes of The
Yeiandes,
By George Compbell
Illmlrawd by Ann Wintereotham
the huge lodux of pespde (und »materiale
ln feed und house them) that Florids has ex-
periepeed, it I not surprising that individua
hrnwn reciuse apiders wight b lr‘msp(urh:(- in
luggage, clothiag, lumber, paper. and other
cargo.

50 den't be su'-pmcd it Lexeseeles yeclusa
shows up here one of these daws, Clo tives
that might alsoshow up are the South Americun
speries L. Leeta of Chlle and the aforementioncd
L. gaucho, both of which might passibly get

dong belter in our mild elimate than wouid the
mclmc, which is aaturslly n-:vuslomcd o a
voidar, more northerly hébitat, .

One alien Loxowceles specics 18 mlreedy

established fa Callfo:nnln ‘WM,L‘_ escens,
tn. 5

With the ibousands of jets that eater Flarida

from South Amertea. it wouid really be sur.
»rising it one or another nootropical species did
oot flad ite way te our shiores and becomne
esiablished
place {0 enesunter the Lyown
m.ng ar in bed, The reciusive
creature uxusily hideg jeoftensively in one part
of lts sticky, psymmetricut web,

In mast plzees whers it may RMOOE
pupers, lumbm, rubbi Grader buards, lles,
pipes, - rocks and behind - furpiture or. wall
hangings —~ i §5 quite unlikely to bite. But it Is
resting in an articte of clothing or kiding in your
bed, the disturbance of your dressing or rojling

j ever ean cause it sufficient disoomfort o hite,
Adult fermales are mare tikeiy to bite and are
much more venontous than the males. .

‘The condition resulting from envenamation by
3 brown recluse has been namied locoscelism, or
Ly some authorities, necrotic arachnidism,
‘There Is nothing funny ebout a severe case of
foxnseelism, 5s yen 2iresdy kncw from Dr,
Harry Kair’s account that apww) last wen|

Charloite Heimana cailed fher bite a very bad
and unforgeltalle experience. Comparing her
description with known cases of loxoscelism,
ore can be convinced that she was Indeed bilten
by a recluse or another guite venomous spectes,
even though she did not see the spider,

1 It was {ndeed a recluse, 1t might have come
here in ¢ truck, moving van or even a personal
car. But we wilf hever kniow for sire because the
biting animal was not collerted and positively
ideatifled.

There are” severz) other cases. Sanibel
resident Carol - Davenport, another possibic

veeluse vietim, found her experience most
mnlmsant Her syniptoms were those of
loxoscelism.

~ Barbara Jones of Captiva had her hand in a
bayg of wood chips when tomething bit her feft
wrist. Six quarter-inch red marks appeared and
caused arm swelling, and each cventually grew
5 8 hait-inch fn diamaeter, Jores told me it was a

most unpleasant and painful experience. der

doctor administered penicillin and required her
tp immobilize the arm In a sling for some six

Another Captiva r¢->ldcn! Jane Morgun was
b on &t east six different occasions

rymploms were serious .and like' those - of

loxoucelism, with necrotic tissue- and : deep

times large quantities: ihatf-
pus-like fuld were drained froe

gropeirull-sized swollen arens.

Dick Noot, direstor of parks and mcreation

for the ¢ity af Soninel, sulfencd hix bite in 1973..-

But te-speats of it a8 thmxgh 1t ‘word wnly
yesterday, He had bewen wpk'
and 18 tis biic took: place..‘mwg the pipea a8 he
suspects,-dlsagreeable symiptems were deizyed
until the next day and were systemic, Such 2
delay is characterietic of loxoscelism.

By tvenlng the next day, Noon was “realiy In
troudle.” The whole affected calf swelled, The
bite zite was swe.len 10 grapefruif tize and was
veiy med with a white cester. 1t waS very
painful, E‘vcnluml the hard core began to
slotigh off kut 3id r.o' hesl tor at least two weeks,
The back of bis calf eventually healed und no
sear is visitle taday.

Noon and his doctor believed the bité to be
from elther @ widqw or recluse. § believe it was
nut a widow. Méybe It was Chiracanthium

. Species, a known resident, The delayed reaction

is not characterisitic of widow envencmatlon.

It ic certainly passible that L. laetn, L.
gaucho, L. refescens of otheér forins — even L.
reciusa -~ could be fient 6hd causing the above-
described probleins,

Spiders of the paners Chirscanthifum and
Aysbia are alsu possibiiiies. There is no proof
that pative farms caust symploms ltike those of
loxnsceltsm: But oa6 European relative,
Chiracanthium xalidel, now smbllshcd in North
America, does - end might have ™ beceme
raturalized on Sanitel. |

After years of searching Lhave stii to {tnd any

Beautliully petterned in
yellow, red and chacolate, the
bishop's widow, Latudectus
bishept, flas beea recently re-
dlseovered,

rith well plpes. .
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The biack widow
spider Is present on
Santiel.’ Atk any
meter-reader.

known damiercasly venemous spidec on Santbel
cother lhun e’ black widew, - Latrodectus
mactans, and her relstives. Recently (ae mobt
beoufiful of all widow spiders was rediscovered.
1t)s callea bishop's wicaw, Latredecius bishopd.
e jow decades ago while working as 2
U eollecior for. Yale's Peabady Museum,
\hmuu Lishup &nd | first discovered this
wpacies living exclusively in Serenun repens
raselfos, the saw palmetio,
Recenlly 1 found, rcnny rediscovered, the

-.hueolah brown - with . the typic: red

“hourglass’ o the ventral side of the JW-M
Also, there are three yellow blotches rimpmed
with vellow dorsally on the abdomen. And thery

*.are three yellow biotches on each side of the -
" abdymien,

It was woncerfud to Jearn that this species, the
most bemitiful widow spider there Is (with i
passible exception of ihe “Union Juck'* widow ol
Galapngus which has a Beitish 1155 d
Issiili extant.

]

s;'.lv'er be‘ug prnlectu_ by
)aur {axes and nine! How would you like that?
at 5o for all vietims of serious
.spldpr bites have r:nlcd o collect specimens or,
in fact, have never even seen the offerding
creatures.
1i you are ever bitten by any small creature, it
Is desirable to coliect the specimen If you ever
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